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^TfPPLY— considered  in  Committee— Army  Estimates — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

(i.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,998,000, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  for  Provisions,  Forage,  Fuel, 
Transport,  and  other  Services,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  tho 
year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1888  "         . .  .  •  . .        C8 

After  long  dehate,  Moved,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,993,000,  be  granted  for 
the  said  Service," — {Mr.  MoUoy  ;)— After  further  short  dehate,  Question  put  :— 
The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  67,  Noes  94  ;  Majority  37.— (Div.  List,  No.  141.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Civil  Services. 

(s.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *'  That  a  further  sum,  not  exceeding 
£3,830,300,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  on  account,  for  or  towards  defrajdng  the 
Charge  for  the  following  Civil  Services  and  Hevenue  Departments  for  tho  year 
endi^  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March  1888,  viz. : —  [Then  the  several  Services 

are  let  forth]  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..135 

Jfewrf,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £3,828,800,  be  granted  for  the  said  Services," 
— (itfr.  Labouchere ;)— After  short  debate.  Question  put :— The  Committee  divided; 
Ayes  63,  Noes  113  ;  Majority  50.— (Div.  list,  No.  142.) 

Origmal  Question  again  proposed      . ,  , ,  . .  . ,       144 
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After  debate,  Moved,  "  That  a  Bum,  not  exceeding  £3,829,300,  be  granted  for  the  said 
Services,"  —  (ifr.  Dillon  ;)— After  further  short  debate,  Question  put : — The  Com- 
mittee divided;  Ayes  85,  Noes  187  ;  Majority  102.— (Div.  List,  No.  143.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed      . .  ^         . .  . .  . .       207 

After  debate,  Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

Eesolutiona  to  be  reported    To-morrow;    Committee  to  sit  again  upon 
Wednezday. 

Coal  Mines,  &c.  Regulation  Bill  [BiU  130]— 

Order  for  Committee  read        . .  . .  . .  . .     226 

Moved,  **  That  the  Committee  be  deferred  till  Thursday  9th  June,"— (ITr. 
J,  E,  Ellis  :) — Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Trusts  (Scotland)  Act  (1867)  Amendment  Bill  [Bill  225]— 

Moved,  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — {Mr,  Solicitor 
General  for  Scotland)  . .  . .  . .  . .     227 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to : — Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 
Monday  next. 

Parish  Allotments  Committees  Bill  [Bill  170]— 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — {Mr.  Cohh)  . .     227 

Moved,  "That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," — {Mr.  Badcliffe  Cooke:) — 
After  short  debate,  Question  put: — The  House  divided;  Ayes  143, 
Noes  85  ;  Majority  58. — (Div.  List,  No.  144.) 

Debate  adjourned  till  To-morrow. 

Open  Spaces  (Dublin)  Bill  [Bill  80]— 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — {Mr.  Murphy)        . .     232 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to : — Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  tor 
Thursday  9th  June. 

MOTIONS. 


National  Bebt  and  Local  Loans  'RlHl— Ordered  {Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 

Mr.  Jackson)  ;  pretonted,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  266]  . .  •  •      233 

Forest  School — 

Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider  whether  by  the  Establish- 
ment of  a  Forest  School,  or  otherwise,  our  woodlands  could  be  rendered  more 
remunerative. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  do  consist  of  Eighteen  Members. 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 
Ordered,  That  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  taken  before  the  Select  Committee  on  Forestry, 
in  the  Sessioct^  1885-6,  be  referred  to  the  Committee. — (Sir  Edmund  Lechmere.) 

Saving  Life  at  Sea — 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Saving  Life  at  Sea  that 
they  have  power  to  inquire  and  report  as  to  the  fittings  and  appliances  on  board 
British  Merchant  Ships,  with  a  view  to  the  safety  of  life. ^(^aron  aenry  De  Worms.) 

[3.30.] 

LOEDS,  TUESDAY,  MAT  17. 

Land  Transfer  Bill  (No.  57)— 

Moved,  **  That  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  Oommittee  on  the  said 
Bill,''— {The  Lord  Chancellor)  . .  . .  . .     233 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  House  in  (Committee  accordingly ;  Bill  reported  without 
amendment :  Amendments  made  :  Bill  re-committed  to  a-  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House ;  and  to  be  printed  as  amended.    (No.  105.) 
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Question  again  proposed  : — Debate  resumed  . ,  . .     651 

After  short  debate.  Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the  word  **now," 
and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  **on  Monday  20th 
June," — (J/r.  Conway.) 
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Bill  considered  in  Committee  \^Progres8  I9th  May']  [Eleventh  Night]     . .     731 
After  long  time  spent  theroin,  Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again 
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Duke  of  Connaught's  Leave  Bill  [Bill  228]— 
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the  Chair,"— (^tr  John  GotbI)  . .  . . ,  . .     788 

After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to : — Bill  ^considered  in 

Committee  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .     788 
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Moved,  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time,"— (5i>  John  Gorst)  . .     789 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to : — Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

East  India  Stock  Conversion  Bill  [Bill  267]— 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered     , .  . .  . .  . .     789 

Moved f  **That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time," — {Sir  John  Gorst:) — 

After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to  : — Bill  read  the  third 

time,  emi  passed. 

Public  Parks  and  Works  (Metropolis)  Bill  [Bill  136]— 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — {Mr.  Flunkef)        . .     790 
After  short  debate.  Question  put,  and  agreed  to :  —Bill  read  a  second  time, 
and  committed  to  a  Select  Committee  of  Seven  Members,  Four  to  be 
,  nominated  by  the  House  and  Three  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

First  Oflfenders  {re-committed)  Bill  [Bill  189]— 

Bill  eofisidered  in  Committee  [^Progress  10 th  May]  . .  . .      803 

After  short  time  spent  therein.  Bill  reported;  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Monday  next. 

Municipal  Corporations  Acts  (Ireland)  Amendment  (No.  2) 
Bill  [BiU  176]— 

Bill  considered  in  Committee  [^Progress  19M  May]  . .  .  •      805 

After  short  time  spent  therein,  Bill  reported. 

Moved,  ''That  the  Bill  be  taken  into  Consideration,  as  amended,  on 
Monday,  6th  June, — {Sir  James  Corry)     ..  ..  ..814 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the  words  ''6th  June,"  and  add  the 
word  "next," — {Mr.  Sexton.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  words  '  6th  June '  stand  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion :  " — ^After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  negatived : — Question, 
"That  the  word  'next'  be  there  added,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put: — Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  taken  into 
Consideration  upon  Monday  next. 

Deeds  of  Arrangement  Registration  Bill  [Bill  231]— 

Bill  considered  in  Committee  [^Progress  I8th  May]  . .  .  .      815 

After  short  time  spent  therein.  Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  agaia 
upon  Monday  next. 

MOTIONS. 


Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  BiXL-- Ordered  {Mr.  Lontf,  Mr, 

Ritchie) ;  pretented,  and  read  the  first  time  [BiU  269]  . .  . .  •  •        818 

Conveyancins  (Scotland)  Acts  Amendment  ViM— Ordered  {The  Lord  Advocate^ 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland)  \  presented^  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  270]         .  .        s\< 
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BUTTEE  SUBSTITUTKS  BiLL   (SeLECT  CoMMITTEE) — 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instruotion  to  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Butter  Substitutes 
Bill,  that  they  have  power  to  consolidate  the  Butter  Substitutes  Bill  and  ilie 
Oleomargarine  (Fraudulent  Sale)  Bill  into  one  Bill,— (^r.  Solater^ Booth,) 

FOSSSTBY — 

Select  Committee  nominated  .* — List  of  the  Committee  ••  ..  ••818 

[2.25.] 

LOEDS,  SATUEDAY,  MAY  21. 

BUSIJTESS   OF  THE   HoUBE — 

Standing  Order  No.  XXXY.  considered,  and  dUpensed  with  for  the 
remainder  of  this  day's  sitting. 

Doke  of  Connanght's  Leave  Bill— 
East  India  Stock  Conversion  Bill— 

Bead  1* :  Then  Standing  Order  No.  XXXV.  having  been  dispensed  with  for  the 
remainder  of  this  day's  sitting,  moved  that  the  Bills  be  now  read  2* ;  agreed  to  ;  Bills 
read  2*  accordingly :  Committee  negatived  ;  Bills  read  3*,  zsn^paeeed, 

[4.15.] 

COMMONS,  SUNDAY,  MAY  22. 

This  being  the  day  on  which  the  House  had  Besolved,  in  Celebration  of 
the  Fiftieth  Year  of  Her  Majesty's  Eeign,  to  attend  Divine  Service  at 
the  Church  of  St.  Margaret,  Westminster,  Mr.  Speaker  and  the  Mem- 
bers assembled  in  the  House,  aad  proceeded  thence  to  the  Church, 
when  a  Sermon  was  preached  before  the  House  by  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
Bipon. 

LORDS,  MONDAY,  MAY  23. 

EoTPT — ^Thb  Rumoured  Anolo-Turkish  Conventipn — Question,  The  Earl 
of  Rosebery ;  Answer,  The  Prime  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury)  , .  . ,     820 

Hyde  Park  Corner  (New  Streets)  Bill  (No.  79)— 

House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order)    . .  . .  . .     820 

Moved,  *'  To  disagree  to  the  Amendments  proposed  by  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill," — {The  Lord  JTenniker :) — ^Motion  agreed  to ;  Amend- 
ments negatived ;  Bill  reported  without  Amendment,  and  to  be  read  3* 
on  Thursday  the  9th  of  June  next. 

Tithe  Rent-Charge  Bill  (No.  54)— 

Mwed,  ''That  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  Committee  upon  the 
^ai^BiXi;' —{The  Marquees  of  Saliihury)    ..  ..  ..823 

After  debate,  Motion  agreed  to  ;  Houso  in  Committee  accordingly. 

Amendments  made ;  the  Report  thpreof  to  be  received  on  Friday  the  lO^A 
of  June  next ;  and  Bill  to  hQ  printed,  as  amended.     (No.  110.) 

Africa  (South) — Affairs  of  Swaziland— Question,  Observations,  Viscount 
Midleton ;  Reply,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (The 
Earl  of  Onslow)  . .  . .  . .  . .     852 

Allotments   for   Cottagers   Bill    [n.h.'\^Fresented  {The    Earl  of  Jersey) ;   read   1» 

(No.  109)  ••  ..  ••  ••  ••     853 

I^MVATB  AKD  PROVISIONAL  OrDKR    CONFIRMATION   BiLLS — 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  Nos.  92.  and  93.  be  suspended;  and  that  the  time  for 
depositing  petitions  praying  to  be  heard  against  Private  and  (Provisional  Order  Con- 
firmation Bills,  which  would  otherwise  expire  during  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
tt  Whitsuntide,  be  extended  to  the  first  day  on  which  the  House  shall  sit  after  the 
reoeis. 

[9.0.1 

TOL  COOXV. .   [third  sbries.]      [    rf    ] 


TABLE  OP  CONTENTS. 
COMMONS,  MONDAY,  MAY  23.  Pag$ 

MOTIONS. 


Tramways  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  ^\!1— Ordered  {Baron  Htnry  De  Wormt); 

presented,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  271]  ..  . .  ..854 

Lacal  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (Ballyshannon,  ftc.)  Bill— 

Ordered  {Colonel  Kinff- Barman) ;  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  272]  . .       864 

Lieutenancy  Clerks  Allowances  BUL—Ordered  (Mr,  Brodriek,  Mr,  Secretary  Stan- 

/<oj»<?,  J/r.  JVbrMco^tf) ;  ^r^«^^f<f,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  274]     ..  ,.      854 

QUESTIONS. 


Canada  and  the  United  States  —  The  Anglo-American  Fisheries 
Disputes — Question,  Mr.  Qourley;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  . .  . .     854 

Metropolis — The   Koyal   Parks  —  Constitution    Hill — Questions,  Mr. 

Lawson  ;  Answers,  The  First  Commissioner  of  Works  (Mr.  Plunket). .     855 

Admiralty  —  Permanent  Financial  Control — Question,  Sir  William 
Plowden;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  George 
Hamilton)       , .  . .  . .  . .  . .     855 

Army  (India) — The  Artillery — The  9-Pounder  Muzzle-Loadino  Gun — 
Question,  Sir  William  Plowden ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  . .  . .     856 

Poor  Law  (Metropolis)— Strand  Board  of  Guardians — Case  of 
Elizabeth  Smith — Question,  Sir  Henry  Tyler ;  Answer,  The  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  Bitchie)  . .  . .     856 

Evictions  (Ireland) — Monaohan  Guardians— Question,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ; 
Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel 
King-Harman)  . .  . .  . .  . .     858 

Law  and  Justice  (Ireland)— Case  of  Joseph  Comerford  —  Belfast 
Police  Court — Question,  Mr.  M'Cartan  ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman)    . .  .  •     858 

War  Office — The  First  Army  Corps — The  Horses  of  the  Cavalry 
Beoiments — Question,  Mr.  Lawson ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope) . .  . .  . .  . .     859 

Law  and  Justice  (Ireland) — Francis  Cook.  Drumsna — Questions,  Mr. 
O'Kelly;  Answers,  The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-Harman)       . ,  . .  . .  . .      860 

The  Marriage  Laws— The  Rector  of  Much  Woolton,  Liverpool — 
Question,  Mr.  E.  E.  Kussell ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Stuart- Wortley)  . .  . .      860 

British  Guiana — Ecclesiastical  Affairs — Question,  Mr.  Crossley;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Sir  Henry  Holland)     . .      861 

Law  and  Justice  (Ireland) — *'Kevil  v,  King-Harman" — Questions, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  Answers,  The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Holmes)  . .  . .  . .  .  •  . .      862 

Labourers'  (Ireland)  Act — Geanard  'Guardians — Question,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-Harman)       . .  . .  . .  . .      864 

Law  and  Justice  (Ireland) — Quarter  and  Land  Sessions  at  Granard 
— Questions,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  Answers,  The  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman) 

Post  Office  Contracts  (Ireland) — Mail  between  Bundoran  and  Bun- 
DORAN  Junction  —  Question,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor ;  Answer,  The 
Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Eaikes) 


t  •  •  •  •  • 


[J6y  23.]  Pa$$ 

Education  Depaetment — ^Vacant  BuiLDiNa  Land  in  Victoria  Street, 
Westminster — Question,  Mr.  Bartley ;  Answer,  The  Vice  President  of 
the  Council  (Sir  William  Hart  Dyke)        ..  ..  ..865 

Ihland  Eevenxte — Pensions  in  the  SecJretary's  Department —Question, 
Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr. 
Goschen)         . .  . .  . .  . ,  . .     866 

laiLAND— Land  Commission  Court  —  John  Smith,  of  Currbmbla,  Co. 
Suoo — Questions,  Mr.  P.  McDonald;  Answers,  The  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman)     . .  . .     867 

MlTROPOLITAN    POLICE — EXTRA    DuTY    OE    THE    **A"   DIVISION — QuCStioU, 

Mr.  Channing ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  (Mr.  Stuart- Wortley)  . .  . .  . .     868 

High  Court  op  Justice  (Ireland)  —  Transfer  of  Clerks — Questions, 
Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  . .  . .  . .     869 

Merchant   Shipping  Acts — Loss  of   the    S.S.    *'  Carmona  " — Question, 
Mr.  Edwards-Moss;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
(Baron  Henry  De  Worms)  . .  . .  . .  . .     870 

Post  Office — Railway  and  Telegraph  Clerks — Compensation— Ques- 
tion, Mr.   0.  V.  Morgan;    Answer,   The  Postmaster  General  (Mr. 
Baikes)  . .  . .  . .  .  •  . .     871 

Nosth  Borneo — Operations  against  the  Natives — Question,  Sir  George 
Campbell;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
(Sir  James  Fergusson)         . .  . .  . ,  . .     871 

Admiralty — Special  Naval  Pension  to  Widow  of  Staff  Commander 
W,  M.  Savage — Question,  Mr.  Norris ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  (Lord  George  Hamilton)  . .  . .  • .     872 

ChmRENCY — The   Silver  Coinage  —  Questions,   Mr.  E.   Hardcastle,  Mr. 

Dillon ;  Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Goschen)     . .     873 

Botal  Irish  Constabulary — Convictions  for  Assault— Question,  Mr. 
Finucane ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-Harman)       . .  . .  . .  .  •     875 

CmL  Servioe — &E  Lower  Division — Examinations  in  Dublin — Ques- 
tions, l£r.  Tuite;  Answers,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Jackson)         . .  . .  . .  . .  . .     875 

Bdtcation  Department — The  Eecent  Disturbances  at  Exeter  Training 
College— Question,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton ;  Answer,  The  Vice  President 
of  the  Council  (Sir  William  Hart  Dyke)   ..  ..  ..876 

Liw  AND  Police  (Ireland) — Denis  Lynch,  an  "  Emergency  Man  " — 
Questions,  Mr.  Hooper ;  Answers,  The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman)  . .  . .  . ,     877 

Madagascar — Capture  of  Natives  by  the  French  and  Transport  to 
BxuNiON — Question,  Mr.  Atkinson  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  . .  . .     877 

CtopTBEs'  Holdings  (Scotland)  Act,  1886 — ^Eviction  of  Alexander 
Taylor,  Co.  Elgin — Question,  Mr.  Anderson ;  Answer,  The  Solicitor 
General  for  Scodand  (Mr.  J.  P.  B.  Eobertson)  . .  . .     878 

"The  Board  of  Trade  Journal" — Contract  for  Advertisements — 
QaestioD,  Mr.  Montagu ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
(Baron  Henry  De  Worms)  , .  . .  . .  , .     879 

Amct — Auxiliary  Forces — ^The  Volunteer  Corps — The  New  Eegula- 
T10N8  AS  to  Shooting — Question,  Colonel  Eyre  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope) . .  . .  . .     879 

Metbopolitaic  Police — Duties  of  the  Police  Serving  in  this  House — 
Question,  Mr.  O'Hanlon ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  (Mr.  fctu art- Wortley)  . ,  . .     880 

fiBRsaiEs  (Scotland) — Fishermen^s  Cottages  on  the  East  Coast — 
Question,  Mr.  Esslemont;  Answer,  The  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland 
(Mr.  J.  P.  B.  Bobertson)     . ,  . .  . .  . .     880 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 
[May  28.]  ^«^< 

NOETH  BOENEO — OpBEATIONS    AGAINST    THE    NATIVES— H.M. 8.    '^ZePHYE" 

—Question,   Mr.  "W.  J.   Corbet;   Answer,   The    First  Lord  of   the 
Admiralty  (Lord  Qeorge  Hamilton)  . .  . .  ^  . .     881 

BxTEMAH  —  Licensing  and  Regulation  of  Immobality — Question,  Mr. 
Atkinson  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Sir  John 
GoTst)  . .  . .  . .  •  •  . .     881 

Lunatic  Asylums  (Ieeland) — Richmond  District  Lunatic  Asylum — 
Question,  Dr.  Kenny ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for 
Lreland  (Colonel  King-Harman)  . .  . .  . .     882 

Metbopolitan  Police — Duties  of  the  Police  Serving  in  this  House — 
Question,  Mr.  Gent-Davis ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Stuart- Wortley)  . .  . .     883 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts — Guardians  of  the  Carrickmacross  Union 
—Questions,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  Answers,  The  Parlia- 
mentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman)  . .     883 

Paris  Exhibition,  1889— Question,  Mr.  H.  T.  Davenport;  Answer,  The 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  . .     884 

Admiralty — Sheers  at  Pembroke  Dockyard — Question,  Admiral  Mayne  ; 

Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  George  Hamilton)     . .     885 

Public  Meetings  (Ireland) — Interference  of  the  Police  at  Dunoannon 
— Questions,  Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny,  Mr.  M'Cartan,  Mr.  Waddy ;  Answers, 
The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Har- 
man) . .  . .  . .  . .  •  I     885 

Sea  and  Coast  Fisheries  (Ireland) — ^Trawling  in  Donegal  Bay — 
Questions,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Mr.  Chance,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr. 
Maurice  Healy ;  Answers,  The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land (Colonel  King-Harman)  . .  . .  . .     887 

Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights  —  Lighthouse  Keepers  and  their 
Families— Questions,  Colonel  Nolan ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry  De  Worms)  . .  . .     888 

Post  Office  (Ireland) — Carriage  of  Mails  to  Kilmallook  —Question, 

Mr.  Finucane ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Eaikes)  . .     889 

Public  Meetings  (Ireland) — Nationalist  Meetings  in  Ulster — Ques- 
tions, Mr.  M'Cartan,  Mr.  Chance ;  Answers,  The  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman)  . .  . .     889 

BoYAL  Irish  Constabulary — Alleged  Misconduct  of  two  Constables, 
Co.  Limerick — Questions,  Dr.  Tanner,  Dr.  Kenny;  Answers,  The 
Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman)  . ,      890 

Vaccination  Laws — Assault  on  the  Police  at  Leicester — Question, 
Mr.  Picton;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  (Mr.  Stuart-Wortley)  . .  . .  . .      891 

Public  Worship  Eegulation  Act,  1874 — ^The  Eev.  J.  Bell  Cox — Ques- 
tions, Mr.  Hoare,  Mr.  Channing;  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  . .  . .  . .      892 

London  Corporation  (Charges  of  Malversation) — Question,  Mr.  Brad- 
laugh  ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) . .      S9d 

The  British  Parliament  and  the  Channel  Islands  and  Isle  of  Maw 
— Question,  Sir  George  Campbell;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  . .  . .  . .      893 

Purchase  of  Laxd  (Ireland)  Act,  1885 — Eeturns — Question,  Mr.  J.  E. 

Ellis  ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)   . .      894 

Wales — Anti-Tithe  League  —  Questions,  Mr.  J.  G.  Hubbard,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy ;  Answers,  Mr.  Speaker,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith) .  . .  . .  . .  . ,       895 

Wales — Intermediate  Education  —  Government  Assistance — Question, 
Mr.  Cornwallis  West ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  . .  . .  . ,  . .      896 


TABLE  OP  CONTENTS. 
[May  23.]  JPage 

Wab  Office  (Obdnanpb  Department)  —  Isstie  op  Defective  Weapons — 
The  Ebsponsiblb  Officials — Question,  Mr.  Hanbury ;  Answer,  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  . .  . .     896 

The  New  Bulbs  op  PEOOEDiniE — ^Eule  2  (Sittings  of  the  House) — 
Question,  Mr.  Provand ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
W.H.Smith)  ..  ..  ..  ..897 

FiBHEBY  Board  (Scotland) — Oroftees  and  Cottars  Fishing  Boats  — 
Loans — Question,  Dr.  Clark ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  ..  ..  ..  ..897 

AoBABUN  Crime  (Ireland)— Question,   Mr.  W.  E.   Gladstone;  Answer, 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Lreland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)      . .  . .     898 

Egypt— The  Anglo- Turkish  Convention  —  Question,  Mr.  Bryce ;  An- 
swer, The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James 
Fergusson)      . .  . .  . ,  . .  . .     899 

ClLEBBATION  OP  THE  JUBILEE  TeAR  OP  HeR  MaJESTY's  EeION — ThE  NaTAL 

Eeview — Question,  Sir  William  Crossman ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of 

the  Admiralty  (Lord  George  Hamilton)    . .  . .  . .     899 

PiTBLio  Works  (Ireland) — The  Government  Subvention  op  £50,000 — 
Question,  Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer  (Mr.  Qoschen)         . .  , .  . .  . .     899 

Tn  Admiralty — Departmental  Committee  on  the  Clerical  Estab- 
lishments—Questions,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor;  Answers,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  George  Hamilton)]  ..  ..     900 

Chubch  of  Scotland- Church  Building  in  Pitsligo,  Aberdeenshire — 
Questions,  Mr.  Esslemont;  Answers,  The  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland 
(Mr.  J.  P.  B.  Eobertson)     . .  . .  . .  . .     901 

High  Court  of  Justice  (Ireland) — The  Court  op  Appeal  —  The  Lord 
Ghancbixor  of  Ireland — Questions,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  Answers,  The 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  . .  . .     901 

SUTDCGS  AND  ADJOURNMENT  OF  THE  HoUSE  —  ThE   WhITSUN  HOLIDAYS  — 

Questions,  Mr.  Labouchere,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  Answers,  The  First 

Lord  of  the  I'reasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  . .  . .     902 

Ajucy  and    Navy  Estimates— The  Committee — Question,   Mr.  Mason; 

Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  , .     903 

liiw  AND  Justice  (Ireland)  —  The  Imprisonment  of  Father  Keller  — 

Questions,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Chance ;  Answers,  The  Attorney  General 

for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes),  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J. 

Balfour)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..     903 

Abmy  (AxTxiLiARY  FoRCEs) — The  Irish  Militia — Questiou,   Lord  Claud 

Hamilton ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  905 
The  New  Kules  of  Procedure,  1886 — The  Closure — Questions,  Mr.  T. 

M.  Healy ;  Answers,  Mr.  Speaker,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 

W.  H.  Smith)  ...  . .  . ,  . .     906 

31  0  T  I  0  N  8. 

JuBttiE  Thanksgiving  Service  (Westminster  Abbey) — 
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adopted  for  tbe  attendance  of  this  House  at  the  Jubilee  Thanksgiving  Service  in 
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Mr.  Childers,  Mr.  David  Plunket,  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre,  Viscount  Lewisham,  Mr. 
Haijoribanks,  Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinck,  Sir  Frederick  Ma^^pin,  and  Mr.  Craig  Sellar 
be  Members  of  the  said  Committee  ;  Five  to  be  the  quorum,'*— (ifr.  V.  S.  Smith)  ..      906 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to. 
Jubilee  Service  in  St.  Margaret's  Church— 

Mowdf  **  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  the  Right  Reverend  "William  Boyd 
Carpenter,  D.D.  Lord  Bishop  of  Ripon,  for  the  Sermon  preached  by  him  on  Sunday 
before  this  House,  at  St.  Margaret's,  Westminster,  and  that  he  be  desired  to  print  the 
tame ;  and,  that  Mr.  William  Henry  Smith  and  Mr.  Secretary  Matthews  do  acqaaiat 
him  therewith,"— (ifr.  jr.  if.  iSmiM)  .,  ..  ..      go7 

Motion  ajfreed  to. 
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Stanhope)  ;  Question,  Mr.  Hanbury  ;  Answer,  Mr.  E.  Stanhope         . .   1075 

Celebration  of  the  Jubilee  Yeab  of  Her  Majesty's  Eeion — Jubilee 
THANKSGiviNa  SERVICE  (WESTMINSTER  Abbey)  —  Question,  Mr. 
Gourley ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  1075 

Theatres  —  Protection  of  Life  from  Fire  —  Burning  of  the  Opera 
CoMiQUE,  Paris— Question;  Mr.  Dixon-'Hartland ;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  . .  . .  1076 

Coal  Mines — ^Thb  Udston  Colliery  Accident  —  Questions,  Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor,  Mr.  Tomlinson ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  (Mr.  Matthews)  .  •  . .  , .  1077 

ORDERS    OF    THE    DAT. 

$ 

SUPPLY— (?o;i«»(^^rf  in  Committee — Revenue  Departments  — 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Post  Office. 

(f.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '*That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £4,820,770, 


of  Post  Office  Savings  Banks,  and  Government  Annuities  and  Insurances,  and  the 
Collection  of  the  Post  Office  Revenue  "  ..  ..  ..     1079 


After  lonff  debate,  Moved,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £4,820.670,  be  granted  for 
the  saia  Services," — (Mr,  PiekeragiU:) — ^After  further  short  debate,  Question  put : 
—  The   Committee   divided;  Ayes    31,    Noes    111;   Majority  80.— (I>iv*   List, 


1169 


No.  186.)  [9.55.  r.M.] 

Original  Question  again  proposed 

After  short  debate.  Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(3.)  £509,341,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Post  Office  Packet  Service.— After  short 
debate.  Vote  a^re^<j /o  ..  ..  ..  ..     1161 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  <*That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,600,248, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3  let  day  of 
March  1888,  for  the  Salaries  and  Working  Expenses  of  the  Post  Office  Telegraph 
Service"  ..  ..  ..  ••  ..     1163 

After  short  debate.  Moved,  '*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,476,248,  bejgranted  for 
Uiesaid  Service," — (/>r.  Cameron  :) — Question  put : — The  Committee  divided;  Ayes 
60,  Noes  132 ;  Majority  72.— (Div.  last,  No.  186.)  [10.45.  p.m.] 

Original  Question  again  proposed     ..  ..  ..  ..     I170 

After  short  debate,  Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Moved,  *<  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,"— (if r. 
Jackson :) — Motion  agreed  to. 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow;  Committee  to  sit  again  upon 
Wednsidaj/. 

Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Bill  [Bill  241]— 

Moved,  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — {Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer)  . .  . .  . .  . .    1 184 

After  debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to : — Bill  read  a  second  time,  and 
committed  for  Thursday, 

Trusts  cScotland)  Act  (1867)  Amendment  Bill  [Bill  225]— 

Bill  considered  in  Committee     . .  . .  •  •  •  •   1203 

jliter  short  time  spent  therein,  Bill  reported;  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered upon  Thursday. 


•  • 
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Com  Sales  BUI  [BiU  91]— 

Moved,  «  That  the  Order  for  the  Seoond  Heading  be  discharged," — {3fr. 
Rankin)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..   1204 

Motion  agreed  to : — Order  discharged : — Bill  tcithdraxon. 

MOTIONS. 


Abmy  and  Navy  Estimatea — Nomination  of  Select  Committee — 

Movedf  '*  That  the  Select  Committee  do  consist  of  Nineteen  Members/' — 

{Mr.  W.  H,  Smith)  . .  . .  . .  . .  1204 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the  word  '*  Nineteen,"  in  order  to 

insert  the  words  "Twenty-five," — (Mr.  Mason,) 
Question  proposed,   ''  That  the  word   '  Nineteen '  stand  part  of  the 

Qaestion  :  " — After  short  debate.  Question  put :— The  House  divided; 

Ayes  120,  Noes  31 ;  Majority  89.— (Div.  List,  No.  187.) 
Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Lord  George  Hamilton,  Jjord  Eandolph  Churchill,  Mr.  Edward  Stanhope, 

Mr.  Childers,  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre,  Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler,  Mr.  Jackson, 

Mr.  Caine,  and  Sir  William  Crossman,  nominated  Members   of  the 

Committee. 
Question  proposed,   ''That  Mr.  Jennings  be  a  Member  of  the  Com- 
mittee :  " — After  short  debate.  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Qaestion,  "  That  Mr.  A.  Oathome- Hardy,  Mr.  James  Campbell,  Captain 

Cotton,  Admiral  Mayne,  Dr.  Cameron,  and  Sir  William  Plowden  be 

Members  of  the  Committee,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Qaestion  proposed,  ''  That  Mr.  Picton  be  a  Member  of  the  Committee :  " 

— Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Qaestion,   *'That  Colonel  Nolan  and  Mr.  Sexton  be  Members  of  the 

Committee,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Qaestion  proposed,  ''That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons, 

papers,  and  records  ;  Five  to  be  the  quorum  :  " — After  short  debate. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Ifar  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  BUI— Ordered  {Baron  Henry  De 

Worm*,  Mr.  Jackson) ;  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  276]  . .  . .     1215 

Xetropolis  (Cable*  Street,  Shad  well)  Provisional  Order  Wil-Ordered  (Jfr. 

Stuart-  iVortleg,  Mr.  Secretary  Matthews) ;  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  277]    1215 

■etropolis  (Shelton  Street,  St.  Giles's)  Provisional  Order  Bill— Or^^r^^  (Mr. 

Stuart'  WortUy,  Mr.  Seerstary  Matthews) ;  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  [BiU  278]    1215 

[1.60.] 
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Jubilee  Thanksgiving  Service  (Westminster  Abbey) — Accommodation 
FOR  Servants  of  this  House — Question,  Mr.  Bradlaugh;  Answer, 
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Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill  [Bill  217]— 

Bill  considered  in  Committee  [^Pro^reM  23rd  Mayl  [Thirteenth  Night]  . .   1233 

After  long  time  spent  therein,  Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again 
To-morrow, 

MOTION. 


KiffT  Ln)iA  AND  China  Mail  Contract — Eesolution — 

M»vedy  "  That  the  Contract  dated  the  18th  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  East  India  and  China  Mails,  he  approved," — {Mr,  Jackton)        ••  ..   1334 

Moved,  **  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," — {Dr.  Clark :) — Question 
put,  and  agreed  to : — Debate  adjourned  till  Thursday. 

0BDEB8    OF    THE    DAT. 


First  Offenders  Bill  [Bill  189]— 

Mbved^  **  That  the  Bill,  as  amended,  be  now  considered," — {Mr,  Howard 
Vineent :) —Question  ]^utf  a,nd  agreed  to      ..  ..  ..   1334 

After  short  debate.  Moved,  ^*  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time," — 
{Mr.  Howard  Vincent:) — Moved,  **That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," 
— {Mr.  RadcUffe  Cooke:) — Question  put,  and  agreed  to: — Debate  (»i- 
jwimed  till  Thursday. 

Deeds  of  Arrangement  Registration  Bill  [Bill  231]— 

Bill  considered  in.  Committee  [^Progress  20M  May'\  , .  . .   1340 

After  short  time  spent  therein.  Bill  reported;  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  283.] 
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Ojbter  and  Kossel  Fisheries  Provisional  Order  Bill— Ordered  {Baron  Eenry  Be 

Worms,  3ir.  Jackton) ;  presented^  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  279]     •  •  . .     1344 
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Morgan,  Mr.  Richard,  Sir  Eussey   Vivian,  Mr,  Rathbone,  Mr.  Stuart  Rendel,  Mr. 
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[2,45.] 


COMMONS,  WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  8. 
PRIVATE    BUSINESS. 


Ifanchester  Ship  Canal  BiU — 

Moved,  **  That  the  Standing  Orders  be  suspended,  and  that  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  enable  the  Manchester  Ship  Oemal  Company  to  raise  a  portion  of  their 
capital  by  means  of  preference  shares,  and  that  Mr.  Hoaldsworth,  Mr.  Jacob  Bright, 
Sir  James  Fergnsson,  Sir  Henry  Roscoe,  the  Honourable  Alan  de  Tatton  Elgerton, 
Mr.  Addison,  and  Mr.  Elliott  Lees  do  prepare  and  bring  it  in," — {Mr.  Houldsworth)    1 346 

After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Moved,  ''That  the  Staoding  Orders  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be 
now  read  the  first  time," — {Mr.  Houldeworth :) — Question  put,  and 
agreed  to : — Bill  read  the  first  time. 

Moved,  <<  That  Standiog  Orders  62,  204,  223,  and  235  be  suspended,  and 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — (Ifir.  Houldsworth :) — After 
short  debate,  Debate  adfoumed  till  Monday  next. 


QUESTION. 


Goal  Mmss — The  Colliery  AociDBirT  at  Motherwell  —  Question,  Mr. 
D.  Crawford ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment (Mr.  Matthews)  ••  ••  ..  .,   1352 

ORDERS    OF    THE    DAY. 


Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill  [BiU  217]— 

Bill  considered  in  Committee  {_Progre88  7th  June"]  [Fourteenth  Night]  . .   1353 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  it  being  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  Six  of 
the  clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  report  Progress ;  Committee 
to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Employera'  Liability  Act  (1880)  Amendment  Bill  [Bill  38]— 

Order  for  Second  Heading  read  . .  . .  . ,   1414 

After  short  debate.  Second  Beading  deferred  till  Thursday  23rd  June. 
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Monday  next.  [4.45.] 
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MOTION. 


Business  of  the  House — Procedure  on  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment 
(Ireland)  Bill — ^Resolution — 

Moved,  "  That,  at  Ten  o'clock  p.m.  on  Friday  the  1 7th  day  of  Juno,  if  the  Criminal 
Law  Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill  he  not  previously  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  the  Chairman  shall  put  forthwith  the  Question  or  Questions  on  any 
Amendment  or  Motion  already  proposed  from  the  Chair.  He  shall  next  proceed  and 
tnccossively  put  forthwith  the  Questions,  That  any  Clause  then  under  consideration, 
and  each  remaining  Clause  in  the  Bill,  stand  part  of  the  Bill,  unless  Progress  he 
moTed  as  hereinafter  provided.  After  the  Clauses  are  disposed  of  he  shall  forthwith 
report  the  Bill,  as  amended,  to  the  House. 

''From  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Order,  no  Motion,  That  the  Chairman  do  leave  the 
Chair,  or  do  report  Progress,  shall  he  allowed  unless  moved  hy  one  of  the  Memhers  in 
charge  of  the  Bill,  and  the  Question  on  such  Motion  shall  he  put  forthwith. 

"  If  Progress  he  reported  on  the  17th  June,  the  Chairman  shall  put  this  Order  in  force 
in  «ny  tuhsequent  sitting  of  the  Committee,"— (ifr.  William  Henry  Smith)  . .   1594 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  from  the  first  word  "  That,"  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add 
the  words  **  inasmuch  as  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill  is  designed  to 
deprive  the  Irish  people  permanently  of  their  constitutional  rights,  this  House  declines 
to  sanction  the  proposal  of  Her  Majesty's  Grovemment,  to  deprive  the  Chair,  during 
the  discussions  in  Committee  on  the  said  Bill,  of  the  power  which,  since  the  opening 
of  these  discussions,  the  Chair  has  felt  called  upon  repeatedly  to  exercise,  in  opposition 
to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  for  the  protection  of  freedom  of  dehate  in  this  House, 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  minoritiei," — {Mr,  Farnell.) 

After  short  debate.  Question  proposed,  ''  That  the  words  *  at  Ten  o'clock 
p.m. '  stand  part  of  the  Question :  " — After  further  debate.  Moved, 
"That  the  Question  be  now  put," — {Mr.  W,  JGT.  Smith:) — Question 
put: — The  House  divided;  Ayes  284,  Noes  167  ;  Majority  117. — (Div. 
List,  No.  214.) 

Qaestion  put,  ''  That  the  words  '  at  Ten  o'clock  p.m.'  stand  part  of  the 
Question :  " — The  House  divided;  Ayes  301,  Noes  181 ;  Majority  120. 
—(Div.  list,  No.  216.) 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  "17th"  and  insert  "  24th," — {Mr. 
Chance.) 

Qu^on  proposed,  "  That '  17th '  stand  part  of  the  Question :  " — ^After 
short  debate.  Question  put: — The  House  divided;  Ayes  268,  Noes  113; 
Majority  156.— (Div.  list,  No.  216.) 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  word  ''shall,"  and 
insert  the  words  *'may,  if  he  thinks  fit,  having  regard  to  the  Bule 
of  Closure  of  the  18th  March,  1887,"— (ifr.  William  Redmond.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  'shall '  stand  part  of  the  Question :  " — 
After  short  debate,  Moved,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put," — {Mr.  W. 
H.  Smith:) — Question  put: — ^The  House  divided;  Ayes  258,  Noes  91 ; 
Majority  167.— (Div.  list,  No.  217.)  [1.10  a.m.] 

TOL.  CCOXV.       [thikd  sbeies.]       [   /   ] 
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Question  put,  ''That  the  word  'shall'  stand  part  of  the  Question:  " — 
The  House  divided;  Ayes  255,  Noes  94;  Majority  161.— (Div.  List, 
No.  218.)  [1.25  a.m.] 

Moved,  "  That  the  Main  Question  be  now  put," — (Mr.  W.  IT.  Smith :) 
— Question  put: — ^The  House  divided;  Ayes  250,  Noes  91 ;  Majority 
159.— (Div.  list,  No.  219.)  [1.40  a.m.] 

Main  Question  put :  — The  House  divided  ;  Ayes  245,  Noes  93  ;  Majority 

152.  [1.55  A.M.] 

Division  List,  Ayes  and  Noes  . .  .  •  •  •  1671 

Ordered,  That,  at  Ten  o'clock  p.m.  on  Friday  the  17th  day  of  June,  if  the  Criminal  Law 
Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill  be  not  previously  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  Houge,  the  Chairman  shall  pat  forthwith  the  Question  or  Questions  on  any 
Amendment  or  Motion  already  proposed  from  the  Chair.  He  shall  next  proceed  and 
successively  put  forthwith  the  Questions,  That  any  Clause  then  under  consideration, 
and  each  remaining  Clause  in  the  Bill,  stand  part  of  the  Bill,  unless  Progress  be  • 
moved  as  hereinafter  provided.  After  the  Clauses  are  disposed  of,  he  shall  forthwith 
report  the  Bill,  as  amended,  to  the  House. 

From  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Order,  no  Motion  That  the  Chairman  do  leave  the 
Chair,  or  do  report  Progress,  shall  be  allowed,  unless  moved  by  one  of  the  Members 
in  charge  of  the  Bill,  and  the  Question  on  sudi  Motion  shall  be  put  forthwith. 

If  Progress  be  reported  on  the  17th  June,  the  Chairman  shall  put  this  Order  in  force  in 
any  subsequent  sitting  of  the  Committee. 

ORDER    OF    THE    DAT. 


Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill  [Bill  217]— 

Order  for  Committee  read : — Moved,  "  That  this  House  will,  upon  Monday 
next,  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  on  the  Bill," — (J^.  A.  J, 
Balfour)  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  •   1674 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the  words  *'  upon  Monday  next,"  in 
order  to  insert  the  word  "  To-morrow," — {Mr.  T,  M.  Mealy ^) — instead 
thereof. 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  words  'upon  Monday  next'  stand  part  of 
the  Question :  " — After  short  debate,  Moved,  **  That  the  Question  be 
now  put," — {Mr.  W,  M,  Smith:) — Question  put : — ^The  House  divided; 
Ayes  202,  Noes  73  ;  Majority  129.— (Div.  list.  No.  221.)      [2.10  a.m.] 

Question  put,  "  That  this  House  will,  upon  Monday  next,  resolve  itself 
into  the  said  Committee :  " — The  House  divided;  Ayes  203,  Noes  72  ; 
Majority  131.— (Div.  list,  No.  222.)  [2.25  a.m.] 

MOTION. 


AnjoxTBNMEirr  op  the  HotJSB— 

Moved,  "That  this  House  do  now  adjourn, "—(Ifr.  W.  M.  Smith)  , .  1677 

Moved,  **That  the  Question  be  now  put," — {Mr.  W.  H.  iSmt^A :)— Ques- 
tion put  :~The  House  divided;  Ayes  203,  Noes  71 ;  Majority  182. 
—(Div.  List,  No.  223.)  [2.40  a.m.] 

Question  put,  "  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn :  " — The  House  divided; 
Ayes  203,  Noes  71 ;  Majority  132.— (Div.  list.  No.  224.)      [2.65  a.m.] 

[3.10.] 

LORDS,  MONDAY,  JUNE  18. 

Oentral  Asia — Afpaibs  of  Afghanistan — Question,  The  Earl  of  Eosebery ; 

Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Viscount  Cross)  . .  1678 


[/im#  IS.]  Paff& 

Mah  Land  Law  Bill  (No.  106)— 

House  in  Committee  (on  Be-commitment)  according  to  Order  . .   1679 

Amendments  made ;  the  Beport  thereof  to  be  received  on  Friday  the  Ut 
of  July  next ;  and  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended.    (No.  122.)      [8.45.] 

COMMONS,  MONDAY,  JUNE  13. 
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MINUTES.]  —  Sblect  Committee  —  JubUee 
8enrioe  in  Westminster  Abbey,  appointed, 

PcBuc  Bnxs  —  Fint  Reading  —  Metropolis 
Management  (fiattersea  and  Westminster)  * 
(101). 

Settmd  Reading^Q,xiArne&  (83);  Police  Force 
Enfranchisement  (77). 

CmmiiI|«#— Irish  Land  Law  (58). 

QUARRIES  BILL.— (No.  83.) 
{The  Lord  Sudeley.) 
SECOND  BSADUra. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

LosD  SUDELEY,  in  moving  that  the 
Kl  be  now  read  a  second  time,  said,  he 
vished  to  explain  that  the  object  of  the 

YOL.  OOCXY.    [thibd  aBBiEs.! 


Bill  was  merely  to  oblige  quarries  dan- 
gerous to  the  public  in  open  and  unpro- 
tected landy  or  within  50  yards  of  a 
highway  or  public  resort,  to  be  securely 
fenced  for  the  prevention  of  accidents. 
He  wished  further  to  say  that  county 
Coroners  had  constantly  reported  a  num- 
ber of  fatal  accidents  arising  from  this 
cause,  and  also  that  the  Bill  had  passed 
through  the  House  of  Commons. 

dfoved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read2\" 
-—{The  Lord  SudeUy,) 

Lord  STANLEY  of  ALDEELEY 
said,  he  rose  to  oppose  the  Motion,  on 
account  of  the  looseness  of  the  definitions 
of  a  quarry,  as  an  opening  in  the  ground 
from  which  stone  had  been  taken.  In 
Wales,  where  there  were  walls  and  no 
hedges,  every  farm  had  a  small  quarry. 
The  definitions  went  on  to  include  sand 
holes  and  gravel  pits,  which  were  not 
dangerous,  and  mentioned  openings  from 
which  clay  had  been  taken— that  is  to 
say,  ponds.    In  Cheshire,  and  parts  of 
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the  adjoining  counties,  almost  every 
field  had  a  marl  pit,  if  not  two  or  three 
of  them.  These  ponds  required  to  be 
kept  open  for  cattle.  Even  if  they  were 
railed  in,  that  would  not  keep  out 
children;  neither  would  poles,  which, 
being  constantly  stolen,  so  as  to  leave 
gaps,  be  any  protection  to  children,  who 
would  get  through  or  under  any  fence. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2*. 

POLICE  FORCE  ENFRANCHISEMENT 
BILL.-(No.  77.) 
(The  Earl  of  Harrowhy.) 

SECOND  BEADINQ. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

The  Earl  of  HARROWBY,  in 
moving  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time,  said,  he  believed  that  the 
measure  would  meet  with  the  accept- 
ance of  their  Lordships.  He  trusted 
their  Lordships  would  give  it  a  favour- 
able consideration  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  one  of  the  very  comparatively'  small 
company  of  Bills  which  had  as  yet 
reached  them  from  ** another  place" 
that  Session.  Including  Provisional 
Orders  only  21  Bills  had  yet  oome  up 
from  the  other  House  to  their  Lord- 
ships; whereas,  he  understood  that 
their  Lordships  had  forwarded  54  to  the 
other  House.  The  present  Bill  had  had 
the  support  ofthree  Secretaries  of  State, 
and  upon  its  own  merits  also,  it  well 
deserved  a  second  reading.  Soldiers, 
sailors,  Bevenue  officers,  and  postmen,  all 
now  had  the  right  to  exercise  the  fran- 
chise, and  it  was  only  fair  and  just  that 
that  right  should  be  extended  to  the 
Police  Force.  He,  therefore,  hoped  their 
Lordships  would  give  the  Bill  a  second 
reading.  The  police,  as  a  rule,  were 
respected  by  all  but  the  evildoers. 
There  was  no  body  of  men  in  this  coun- 
try who  were  more  law-loving  and  more 
worthy  of  the  great  trust  of  the  fran. 
chise,  and  there  was  reason  to  believe 
that  they  felt  deeply  the  fact  of  their 
being  deprived  of  it.  He  would  con- 
clude by  moving  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill. 

Moved,  '*  That  the  Bill  be  nowread2\" 
—{The  Earl  of  Earrotchy.) 

The  Eabl  of  SELBORNE  said,  he  did 
not  rifle  to  oppose  the  Bill ;  but  he  con- 
fessed that  he  thought  it  required  a 

Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley 


very  great  deal  of  consideration.  The 
nature  of  the  duties  of  the  police 
were  such  as  to  make  it  a  serious 
question  whether  it  was  consistent  with 
those  duties  whether  they  should  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  franchise.  He  admitted 
that,  as  a  body,  the  police  would  bear  a 
not  unfavourable  comparison  with  other 
classes  who  now  possessed  the  franchise; 
but  supposing  that,  at  a  contested  elec- 
tion, there  was  a  disturbance  in  which 
the  police  were  called  upon  to  act  for 
the  restoration  of  order,  surely,  it  would 
be  better  that  that  duty  should  be  per- 
formed by  a  body  of  men  taking  no  part 
in  the  election,  and  quite  independent 
of  dther  Party,  than  by  a  body  of  men 
who  took  part  in  the  contest,  and  were 
interested  on  one  side  or  the  other.  He 
called  attention  to  the  position  of  soldiers 
in  the  Army  as  being  a  case  analogous 
to  that  of  the  police. 

The  Earl  op  MILLTOWN  said,  he 
wished  to  point  out  that  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  were  not  included  in  the 
Bill,  although  every  word  which  had 
been  said  in  praise  of  the  Police  of 
Great  Britain  could  be  said  with  greater 
force  in  favour  of  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary, to  whom  not  only  the  Go- 
vernment, but  every  respectable  man, 
woman,  and  child  in  Ireland,  owed  a 
deep  debt  of  gratitude.  He  was  sure 
that  by  their  omission  from  the  provi- 
sions of  that  Bill,  there  was  no  inten- 
tion of  casting  a  slur  on  that  excellent 
body  of  men  ;  but  he  trusted  that  they 
would  hear  from  the  Government  that  it 
was  their  intention,  at  the  earliest  op- 
portunity, to  introduce  a  Bill  dealing 
separately  with  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary and  putting  them  on  an  equal 
footing  with  their  brethren  in  England 
and  Scotland. 

LoBD  BRABOURNE  gave  a  warm 
support  to  the  Bill,  but  said,  that  he  only 
rose  in  consequence  of  the  remark  of  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend  (the  Earl  of 
Selbome)  with  regard  to  soldiers.  With 
great  submission  to  the  noble  Earl,  he 
would  remind  him  that  recent  decisions 
in  the  Registration  Courts  had  estab- 
lished the  right  of  soldiers  to  vote  at  Par- 
liamentary Elections,  if  duly  qualified. 
What  this  Bill  proposed  to  do  was,  not 
to  give  votes  to  men  because  they  were 
policemen,  but  to  enact  that,  if  other- 
wise duly  qualified,  they  should  not  be 
disfranchised  on  account  of  their  beinff* 
poUcemen. 
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The  Eabl  of  SELBOENB  said,  he 
wished  to  explain  that  his  remarks  were 
not  applied  to  policemen  generally,  but 
onl?  to  those  who  might  be  on  duty 
duriDg  elections. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2'  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

INDIA-THE  LAND  ACQUISITION  ACT 
-EXPROPRIATION  OF  ZEMINDARS 
AT  ARNI  GHAT.  MUSSOORIE. 

QUESTION.      OBSERVATIONS. 

Lord  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY,  in 
rising  to  present  a  Petition ;  and  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  If  it  was 
true  that  at  Mussoorie  there  were  three 
men  in  possession  of  a  cultivatory  hold- 
ing of  *iOO  bighas,  at  a  fixed  rent  of  Rs.  5 
to  Ks.  8  a-year,  and  of  very  considerable 
▼alue.    The  land  was  taken  away  by 
Ooremment  under  the  Land  Acquisition 
Act,  and  Mr.  Laidman  assessed  the  com> 
peneation  to  be  given.    In  the  result  he 
awarded  Rs'.3,d00  to  the  person  entitled 
to  receive  the  rent,  and  Es.  2,400  to  the 
tenants,  and  out  of  this  Rs.  2,400  he  gave 
ail  but  Rs.  900  to  the  creditor  of  one  of 
the  tenants,  so  that  the  three,  who  were 
formerly  in  a  position  of  comparative 
opulence,    were    turned    out    upon  the 
world  as  beggars ;  and,  if  it  is  true,  whe- 
ther he  will  direct  that  these  men  be 
compensated ;    also,  if  he   will  inquire 
whether  Mr.  Laidman 's  Court  was  one 
duly  qualified  under  the  Land  Acquisi- 
tion Act  for  hearing  the  case ;  and  whe- 
ther the  public  notices  and  proclamations 
reqnired  by  the  Act  had  been  made; 
al«>  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  if  he 
will  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant Gh>vemor  of   the  North -West 
Provinces,  Sir  Alfred  Lyall — (1)  in  re- 
ipect  to  the  Ami  Ghat  espropriation ; 
(2)  his  ordering  Mr.  Laidman  to  prose- 
rate  Captain  Hearsey ;  (3)  his  promotion 
of  Mr.  Laidman  after  the  trial ;  (4)  the 
aeeret  Circular  to  his  judicial  subordinates 
commenting  adversely  on  the  judgment 
of  the  Chief  Justice  ?  said,  according  to 
the  Notice,  he  had  the  honour  to  present 
a  Petition  from  Captain  Hearsey,  asking 
for  redress  on  account  of  the  acts  of  the 
lientenant  Governor  of  the  North-West 
Provinces.     Captain   Hearsey' s  family 
had  been  attainted  in  1745  on  account 
of  the  presence  of  some  of  them  at  the 
Battle  of  CuUoden .    Since  then  they  had 
Mttled  in  India,   and  10  of  bis  rela- 


tives had  served  in  the  Indian  Army. 
His  father  was  General  Sir  J.  B. 
Hearsey,  who  played  a  considerable 
part  in  the  Mutiny.  The  case  which 
he  had  to  lay  before  the  House  con- 
sisted of  two  separate  complaints  — 
first,  with  regard  to  the  spoliation  of  the 
Arni  Ghat  Zemindars  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  a  better  botanical  garden  for 
Mussoorie  ;  and,  secondly,  with  respect 
to  the  conduct  of  Sir  Alfred  Lyall,  as  it 
arose  out  of  the  spoliation  of  these 
Zemindars.  The  noble  Viscount  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  India  (Viscount 
Cross)  would  not  be  able  to  deny  the 
description  of  the  injury  sufiFered  by  these 
Zemindars  given  in  the  Notice  Paper, 
because  these  words  were  taken  from  the 
summing  up  of  the  Chief  Justice  in  a 
trial  arising  out  of  tlie  first  wronp:  done 
to  the  Zemindars.  This  Chief  Justice 
was  then  the  Chief  Justice  at  Allahabad, 
and  he  had  since  become  the  Chief 
Justice  of  Calcutta.  The  wrong  done  to 
the  three  brothers  who  owned  Ami  Ghat 
was  that  they  were  forcibly  deprived, 
under  the  Land  Acquisition  Act,  of  land 
and  houses  valued  at  Es.22,000  for  a 
nominal  sum  of  Rs.5,700.  That  this  sum 
was  entirely  inadequate  was  clear  from 
the  fact  that  the  three  assessors  of  all 
the  parties  agreed  in  stating  that  this 
property,  which  was  irrigated,  could 
produce  400  maunds  of  wheat  per 
annum  besides  other  crops.  At  the 
price  for  wheat  in  the  locality,  at  20 
years'  purchase — the  basis  laid  down 
in  the  Land  Acquisition  Act  —  this 
gave  Es.20,000  and  R8.2,000  for  the 
houses  on  it.  Another  proof  consisted 
in  the  factthat  the  old  discarded  botanical 
garden  had  since  been  sold  for  Rs.l 0,000 ; 
yet  it  must  have  been  inferior  to  Arni 
Ghat,  or  it  would  not  have  been  aban- 
doned for  Ami  Ghat.  There  was  yet  a 
further  injustice  done  to  these  unfortu- 
nate Zemindars.  A  certain  mohunt  or 
priest  had  a  chief  rent  of  Rs.5  on  Ami 
Ghat,  the  payment  of  which  should  have 
been  continued  by  the  Government  on 
behalf  of  the  botanical  gardens,  as  would 
have  happened  in  the  case  of  a  Scotch 
feu  or  an  English  chief  rent ;  or  the  chief 
rent  might  have  been  extinguished  at 25 
years'  purchase,  which  would  have  been 
Rs.l 25  ;  but,  instead  of  that,  Mr.  Laid- 
main,  the  Judge  of  the  Small  Causes 
Court  which  settled  this  cape,  assigned 
Rs.3,300,  or  the  larger  half  of  the  pur- 
chase money— R9.5,T00- to  the  mohunt 
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or  owner  of  the  chief  rent  of  Es.5.  He 
must  explain  an  apparent  discrepancy 
between  B8.5  and  the  Ks.5  to  E9.8  a-year 
mentioned  by  the  Chief  Justice.  By  the 
deed — of  which  he  had  in  his  hand  a 
translation — 

"  The  high  priest  and  ruler  and  chief  mohunt 
of  the  Gum  Guddee,  by  name  Saroop  Dass, 
fipave  a  grant  by  deed  of  the  village  of  Ami 
Ghat  to  DiUoo,  for  which  the  ruler  of  the  Gum 
Guddee  shall  receive  year  by  year  the  sum  of 
Government  rupees  five  only.  If  any  Zemindar 
shall  disturb  or  annoy  Dilloo  (in  his  possession) 
the  ruler  (of  the  Gum  Guddee)  shall  fine  that 
individual :  all  other  claims  (with  the  exception 
of  the  five  rupees)  are  given  absolutely  and  free 
by  the  ruler  of  the  Gum  Guddee." 

The  Other  Es.3  referred  to  by  the  Chief 
Justice  as  occasionally  given  were  a 
"  nuzzur,"  or  voluntary  offering  to  the 
priest.  The  motive  alleged  for  this  gra- 
tuitous injustice  was  that  this  mohunt 
was  in  the  habit  of  lending  elephants, 
carriages,  and  other  conveniences  to 
Indian  officials.  Of  the  remaining  sum 
of  Es.2,400,  the  Judge  assigned  the 
greater  part  to  the  creditors  of  one  of 
the  three  brothers  or  owners,  and  he 
also  ordered  Es.234  to  be  deducted  for 
Government  costs,  though  it  was  said  that 
this  was  contrary  to  the  Land  Acquisi- 
tion Act,  and  some  Es.  900  was  all  that 
was  left  for  the  owners.  It  might  be 
asked  why  the  three  dispossessed  Zemin- 
dars did  not  avail  themselves  of  their 
right  of  appeal  ?  It  was  the  extreme 
poverty  to  which  they  were  reduced 
which  deprived  them  of  this  resource. 
They  had  not  the  means  to  fee  counsel 
to  place  their  case  before  the  High 
Court.  Oaptain  Hearsey's  letter  says 
of  the  eviction,  after  the  decree  of  Mr. 
Laidman — 

**  In  the  beginning  of  November,  1883— the 
men  had  refused,  at  my  advice,  to  quit  their 
houses  and  homes— the  superintendent  of  the 
Dhoon  sent  for  all  the  males  of  the  village  to 
his  office,  which  was  in  Mussoorie,  about  four 
miles  oflf,  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  they  attended. 
It  was  a  cold  winter  day,  alternate  heavy 
showers  of  sleet  and  rain  deluged  and  froze  the 
earth,  the  wind  cut  like  a  razor.  During 
the  absence  of  the  men,  at  the  order  of  the 
local  authorities,  certain  Mahomedan  coolies, 
Awghanies,  broke  open  their  doors,  thrust  the 
women  and^  children  out  into  the  cold  winter 
blast,  and  pitched  their  clothes,  bedding,  cook- 
ing utensils,  and  stores  of  food  after  them  into 
the  rain  and  sleet.  When  the  men  returned  late 
in  the  afternoon  from  the  superintendent's  office, 
they  found  their  women  and  children  waiting  in 
the  open  in  the  soaking  rain  for  their  arrival, 
their  winter  store  of  food  damaged  by  rain,  and 
thev  and  their  wives  and  little  ones  homeless 
and  shelterless.    I  believe  for  that  night  they 
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took  shelter  in  the  Barlow«gnnj  bazaar — a 
small  bazaar  belonging  to  a  member  of  our 
family.  This  is  the  action  of  the  myrmidons  of 
the  State  landlord,  the  Grovemment  of  India." 

This  description  might  possibly  remind 
their  Lordships  of  the  Glenbeigh  evic- 
tions; but  there  was  this  difference — 
the  person  who  caused  those  evictions 
was  owed  five  years'  rent,  and  would 
have  taken  half-a-year's  rent,  so  that  he 
was  evicting  for  a  10th  part  of  what 
was  his  own ;  but  the  Government  of 
the  North-West  Provinces  had  evicted 
for  what  was  not  their  own,  and  for 
which  they  had  not  paid  a  22nd 
part.  lie  was  sure  that  his  noble 
Friend  the  late  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  would  not  defend  this  eviction, 
because  he  and  others  were  pledged  by 
their  Leader  to  the  doctrine  that  evic- 
tions justified  the  Plan  of  the  Campaign. 
He  was  not  aware  that  there  was  any 
record  of  any  public  utterances  of  the 
noble  Yiscount  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  as  to  evictions ;  but  he  was  too 
faithful  and  devoted  an  adherent  of  tibe 
Prime  Minister  to  separate  himself 
from  his  policy ;  and  he  only  asked  the 
noble  Viscount  to  carry  out  in  India  the 
admirable  provision  of  the  Land  Bill  for 
Ireland,  which  would  shortly  be  before 
the  House,  for  paper  evictions  by  legal 
process  converting  a  tenant  into  a  care- 
taker, and  that  no  actual  evictions  should 
take  place  in  India  under  the  Land  Acqui- 
sition Act  until  all  the  appeals  had  been 
heard  and  the  cases  legally  concluded. 
There  were  two  things  which  the  India 
Office  might  suggest  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  answer  to  the  case  he  had  now 
stated.  One  was,  that  the  three  brothers 
were  not  the  owners,  but  only  occupancy 
tenants;  and  the  other,  that  whatever 
was  done  to  them  was  done  in  due  course 
of  law.  It  would  be  a  mere  quibble, 
which  the  Secretary  of  State  would  not 
succeed  in  inducing  anyone  to  believe, 
to  assert  that  a  chief  rent  of  Es.  5  con- 
stituted the  owner  of  it  the  owner  of  the 
whole  property ;  or  considering  the  deed 
granting  Arni  Ghat  in  perpetuity  for  a 
chief  rent  of  Es.5,  that  the  owner  of  the 
chief  rent  had  any  further  interest  in  or 
claim  to  interference  with  the  property ; 
or  that  persons  owning  land  in  per- 
petuity, subject  to  the  trifling  chief  rent 
of  E8.6,  were  not  the  real  owners.  Those 
who  received  the  chief  rents  of  Scotch 
feus  were  termed  superior  landlords,  but 
they  had  no  rights  over  the  land  beyond  , 
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receiving  those  chief  rents.  The  mohunt, 
therefore,  ought  not  to  have  had  an 
assessor  to  value  Ami  Ghat;  hut  this 
was  done  in  order  to  give  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  North-West  Provinces  an 
extra  voice  against  the  Zemindars'  as- 
sessor. As  to  this  expropriation  having 
been  carried  out  according  to  law,  it  was 
stated,  in  opposition  to  that  view,  that 
the  Small  Causes  Court  in  which  this 
spoliation  was  decreed  was  not  a  Court 
competent  under  the  Act  to  try  such  a 
case.  It  was  also  stated  that  the  notices 
and  proclamations  required  by  the  Act 
were  not  made  in  this  case.  Notice  had 
to  be  given  in  the  Government  Gazette^ 
and  also  by  beat  of  drum,  or  by  notices 
posted  on  the  buildings  on  the  estate  or 
elsewhere,  that  the  land  is  to  be  so 
taken.  That  many  abuses  had  taken 
place  under  this  Act  was  shown  by 
the  Circular  recently  issued  and  pub- 
lished last  month  by  the  Board  of  Be- 
venue,  calling  upon  the  collectors  and 
commissioners  to  exercise  more  personal 
supervision  in  cases  arising  out  of  the 
Lcmd  Acquisition  Act.  Now,  though 
this  expropriation  took  place  a  good 
while  ago,  it  was  only  comparatively 
lately  that  the  affair  got  into  Uie  Indian 
newspapers;  and  the  late  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  knew  nothing  of  it, 
and  it  was  never  brought  under  his 
notice.  The  whole  responsibility  of  this 
injostice  and  oppression,  if  it  should  be 
upheld,  would,  therefore,  belong  to  the 
noble  Viscount  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India.  By  responsibility,  he  did  not 
mean  responsibility  to  Parliament,  which 
was  an  obsolete  and  unmeaning  phrase, 
but  that  responsibility  in  the  next  world 
which  could  not  be  evaded,  and  which 
the  noble  Yiscount  would  not  be  inclined 
to  deride.  He  would  now  relate  the 
administrative  abuses  and  arbitrary  con- 
duct to  which  this  spoliation  led  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  North- West 
Provinces.  Mr.  Laidman,  who  had  de- 
cided this  case  against  the  three  Zemin- 
dars of  Ami  Ghat,  in  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings on  the  9th  of  February,  1B85, 
addressed  these  Bajpoots  from  the 
Bench  with  the  words — "Soor!  bad- 
mash  !  haramzadeh  I ''  or, ''  l^igs !  black- 
guards! bastards!  you  have  appealed 
our  decree  to  the  High  Court ; "  then  he 
repeated  the  bad  words,  and  told  the 
peon  to  turn  them  out  of  Court.  Captain 
Hearsey,  who  was  present  in  Court,  and 
who  had  befriended  these  Bajpoots, 
vrote  a  letter  to  The  Stateeman  of  Calcutta 


narrating  these  unseemly  words  from 
the  Judicial  Bench.  For  this.  Sir  Alfred 
Lyall  directed  Mr.  Laidman  to  prose- 
cute Captain  Hearsey  for  defamation ; 
he  could  not  brook  any  criticism  even  of 
an  unworthy  member  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice. Accordingly,  Captain  Hearsey 
was  prosecuted  in  July,  1885.  The 
Chief  Justice  summed  up  against  the 
prosecution,  and  the  jury  acquitted  Cap- 
tain Hearsey  in  five  minutes.  There 
were  seven  Christian  and  two  Native 
jurors ;  the  foreman  was  the  local  ma- 
nager of  the  Agra  Savings  Bank,  and 
another  juror  was  connected  with  an- 
other bank.  It  was  naturally  to 
have  been  expected  that  Sir  Alfred 
Lyall » should  have  bowed  to  this 
judicial  decision  ;  but  their  Lordships 
would  be  astonished  to  learn  that 
he  replied  by  promoting  Mr.  Laidman 
to  a  higher  post,  with  additional 
salary  of  Rs.300  a  month,  although 
he  had  just  been  shown  to  be  unfit 
for  the  Bench,  and  tainted  with  per- 
jury. It  was  also  stated  that  he  re- 
mitted, or  ordered  to  be  refunded  to  Mr. 
Laidman,  the  costs  which  had  been  given 
against  him  in  the  recent  trial.  If  the 
Secretary  of  State  should  find  that  Mr. 
Laidman's  costs  had  been  repaid  to  him 
out  of  public  money,  would  he  direct 
that  Captain  Hearsey  also  should  be 
reimbursed  the  Es.d,000  that  he  had 
to  pay  for  his  defence  ?  Not  satisfied 
with  that  he  wrote  a  Minute  or  Beso- 
lution,  condemnatory  of  or  adversely 
criticizing  the  Chief  Justice's  judgment, 
and  sent  it  round  in  a  semi-secret  way 
to  his  judicial  subordinates,  for  it  was 
sent  round  to  them  by  a  messenger,  with 
orders  that  they  were  to  take  note  of  it, 
but  not  take  a  copy  of  it.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  would  hardly  be  able  to 
uphold  or  excuse  this  method  of  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  a  Province  of 
securing  the  respect  of  the  junior  mem- 
bers of  the  Judicial  Body  for  the  Chief 
Justice.  Their  Lordships  would  pro- 
bably be  told — and,  if  so,  he  should  en- 
tirely concur  with  the  statement — ^that 
Sir  Alfred  Lyall  was  a  man  of  great 
ability,  culture,  and  energy,  and  an 
ornament  of  the  Indian  Civil  Service  ; 
but  he  had  the  defect  of  caring  more  for 
the  interests  of  the  Civil  Service  than  for 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  India ;  and 
in  these  affairs  he  seemed  to  have  lost 
his  judgment  and  to  have  exemplified 
the  saying — Corruptio  opiimi  peesima. 
Sir  Alfred  Lyall  bad,  however^  done  an 
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injury  to  the  Indian  Civil  Service,  since 
the  Piev<s  had  coutrasted  his  conduct 
Wxlh  that  of  Lord  Raay  in  the  Cambay 
case;  and  many  wouM  be  led  to  say 
that  the  Lieuteoant  Governorships  of 
Bengal  and  the  North- West  Provinces 
ought  to  be  filled  up  by  men  fresh  from 
England,  and  not  by  members  of  the 
Civil  Service.  The  wrong  done  under  the 
sanction  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
had  borne  fruit,  and  formed  a  precedent. 
Quite  recently,  the  municipality  of  Mus- 
soorie,  when  wanting  a  piece  of  land  for 
the  disposal  of  their  sewage,  offered 
Rs.  10,000  to  their  Vice  President  for  a 
piece  belonging  to  him ;  later  they 
wanted  to  take  for  Es.  1,000  only  a 
plot  from  the  villagers  of  Kiajr  Kuly, 
half  the  size  of  that  for  which  they 
had  offered  Es.  10,000.  These  villagers 
escaped  from  expropriation,  because  the 
medical  ofiQ.cer  would  not  allow  this  land 
to  be  used  for  the  purpose,  as  it  would 
have  contaminated  the  water  going  to 
the  Goorkha  lines.  The  municipality 
was  now  attempting  to  expropriate  some 
other  villagers  for  an  inadequate  price, 
and  although  the  matter  was  not  legally 
concluded,  the  municipality  had  taken 
possession  of  the  land  and  placed  its 
tilth  upon  it.  He  concluded  by  moving 
for  a  copy  of  Sir  Alfred  LyalUs  Eesolu- 
tion  on  the  Judgment  of  the  Chief 
Justice. 

Moved,  *'  For  a  Copy  of  Sir  Alfred 
Lyall's  Eesolution  on  the  Judgment  of 
the  Chief  Justice." — {The  Lord  Stanley 
ofAUerhy.) 

The  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  fob 
INDIA  (Viscount  Cross),  in  reply,  said, 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  enter  into  the 
subject  of  future  legislation,  or  discuss 
the  question  generedly  ;  he  would  con- 
tent himself  with  simply  answering  the 
Question  put  before  him.  On  the  first 
two  clauses  of  the  Question,  it  would  be 
enough  to  say  that  the  decision  of  the 
subordinate  Judge  of  Dehra  Dun  in  the 
case  referred  to  by  the  noble  Lord  was 
appealed  against  in  the  High  Court  of 
the  North-west  Provinces  by  the  ten- 
ants; that  their  appeal  was  dismissed 
with  costs,  their  own  counsel  admitting 
that  he  had  no  case  ;  and  that  if  there 
had  been  in  the  decision  appealed 
against  either  any  failure  in  substantial 
justice  or  any  defect  in  the  form  of  pro- 
cedure, it  would  certainly  have  been 
taken  notice  of  by  the  High  Court.  As 
regards  the  third  clause  of  the  Question, 
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Captain  Hearsey  stated,  in  a  Memorial 
received  from  him,  that  he  had  sent  to 
the  Viceroy  a  Petition  for  transmission 
to  the  Secretary  of  State.  He  (Viscount 
Cross)  did  not  propose  to  take  any 
action,  unless  he  received  a  represen- 
tation on  the  subject  from  or  through 
the  Government  of  India  in  the  ordi- 
nary course. 

LoBD  STANLEY  of  ALDEELEY 
said,  that  he  was  satisfied  with  the 
noble  Viscount's  reply,  as  the  matter 
was  under  the  examination  of  the  Indian 
Government,  and  he  would  withdraw 
the  Motion.  The  noble  Viscount,  how- 
ever, had  been  misinformed  as  to  the 
appeal. 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House)  with- 
drawn, 

IRISH  LAND  LAW  BILL.— (No.  68.) 

(The  Lord  Privy  Sealy  Earl  Cadogan.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be 
put  into  Committee  read. 

Lord  INCHIQUIN  said,  he  wished 
to  point  out  that  since  the  Bill  was  read 
a  second  time,  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment had  altered  what  must  be  con- 
sidered as  the  most  important  part  of 
the  Bill  in  a  very  serious  way.  They 
had  proposed  to  omit  the  three  Clauses 
21,  22,  and  23  in  the  Bill,  dealing  with 
the  power  of  the  Court  to  stay  eviction, 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  County  Court,  and 
the  power,  in  certain  cases,  to  continue 
the  tenant  in  his  holding,  notwithstand- 
ing his  bankruptcy,  and  substitute  new 
clauses  for  them  of  vital  importance  to 
Irish  landlords  generally.  Now  those 
clauses  had  been  in  the  hands  of  noble 
Lords  but  a  very  short  time,  and  they 
contained  very  important  provisions 
indeed,  and,  although  he  for  one  and, 
he  believed,  other  Irish  landlords  were 
perfectly  ready  to  consider  those  Amend- 
ments, if  possible,  in  a  favourable  man- 
ner, they  still  folt  that  the  Amend- 
ments in  question  were  of  such  vital 
importance  that  some  time  ought  to  be 
given,  not  only  for  Irish  Landlords  to 
consult  among  themselves  as  to  whether 
they  met  the  objections  previously 
raised,  but  also  that  they  might  be  able 
to  refer  the  new  clauses  to  those  in  Ire- 
land who  were  best  able  to  judge,  ia 
order  that  they  might  have  their  opi- 
nions to  strengthem  them  in  any  action 
they  might  think  fit  to  take  in   that 


13 


Irish  Land 


{May  16,  1887} 


Law  BiU, 


14 


House.  He  wished  to  know  whether, 
supposing  their  Lordships  agreed  to 
accept  temporarily  those  three  clauses, 
the  Government  would  consent  to  re- 
commit the  Bill  subsequently  in  order 
that  noble  lords  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  carefully  considering  them, 
and,  perhaps,  proposing  Amendments 
upon  them  if  they  were  so  advised. 

ViscouKT  MIDLETONeaid,  bethought 
the  Amendments    met    the    objections 
raised  on  the  second  reading  only  to  a 
limited  extent.      He  objected  to    the 
clauses  as  they  now  stood,  however,  not 
on  the  ground  that  he  did  not  wish  to 
see  some  equitable  jurisdiction  given  to 
County  Court  Judges,  or  whoever  were 
to  be  the  authorities  eventually  under 
the  Act ;  but,  because  he  did  not  believe 
that  those  County  Court  Judges  could 
overtake  the    work    which    would    be 
thrown  upon  them  if  the  clauses  passed 
in  their  present  form.     He  had  taken 
considerable  trouble  to  ascertain,  and 
found  that  authorities  in  Ireland  and 
elsewhere  entirely  coincidedwithhimon 
that  point.     Time  ought  to  be  given  for 
inqoiries  into  the  matter,  and  he  should 
be  ezcoedingly  glad  if  the  Government 
could  see  their  way  to  accept  the  sugges- 
tion of  his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Lachi- 
quin)  and  leave  those  subjects  an  open 
question  until  the  other  clauses,  to  which 
ne  believed  very  little  serious  objection 
would  now  be  made,  had    been    con- 
aidered. 

Lord  FITZGERALD  said,  he  would 
suggest  as  the  most  convenient  way  out  of 
the  difficulty,  that  their  Lordships  should 
that  evening  proceed  seriatim  with  the 
first  20  clauses  of  the  Bill,  and  that  on 
coming  then  to  the  three  new  clauses, 
the  Government  should  consent  to  re- 
port Progress,  in  order  that  they  might 
resume  again  on  Thursday  next.  In 
doing  that  they  would  have  made  very 
considerable  progress  with  the  measure, 
and  one  of  the  objects  that  would  be 
acoomplished  by  that  course  would  be 
that  their  Lordships  would  be  able  to 
consider  thoee  verv  important  and  inter 
esting  clauses,  which  required  to  be 
weighed  in  every  line  before  becoming 
the  law  of  the  land,  besides  which  they 
should  have  a  statement  and  explanation 
from  the  Government  of  the  real  import 
and  bearing  of  the  clauses. 

The  EiBL  of  MILLTOWN  was  under- 
stood to  express  himself  in  a  similar 
misQ. 


Thb  prime  minister  and  SE- 
CRETARY of  state  for  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salts- 
bury)  said,  that  he  agreed  with  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  opposite  (Lord 
Fitzgerald)  that  they  should  go  into 
Committee  at  once  ;  but  with  regard  to 
the  question  as  to  what  their  Lordships 
should  do  when  they  came  to  tho  2 1  st 
clause,  he  should  be  sorry  if  the  House 
then  came  to  a  Resolution  such  as  that 
suggested  by  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  to  adjourn  for  another  considerable 
period.  He  did  not  think  anything 
would  be  gained  by  that  course.  If 
noble  Lords  were  not  able  to  ascertain 
the  import  and  bearing  of  the  clauses 
now,  they  were  not  likely  to  do  so  by 
Friday.  The  Government  felt  the  ex- 
treme difficulty  of  the  subject  in  framing 
the  clauses  so  as  to  meet  every  view. 
That  had  been  felt  by  everybody  who 
had  attempted  to  deal  with  it.  It  was 
not  only  difficult  in  itself,  by  reason  of 
the  state  of  the  law,  but  on  account  of 
the  strangely  varying  testimony  with 
respect  to  the  probable  bearing  of  each 
portion  of  the  clauses  as  originally 
drawn.  It  required,  they  might  say, 
an  expert  to  know  what  Irish  tenants 
would  do,  and  what  Irish  County  Court 
Judges  would  do ;  but  the  worst  of  it 
was  that  experts  were  not  yet  agreed 
upon  the  subject,  and  they  directly 
differed  with  each  other  upon  it,  and, 
therefore,  there  was  undoubtedly  more 
than  usual  perplexity  and  difficulty  in 
adapting  the  language  of  the  clauses  to 
the  necessities  of  the  legislation  the  Go- 
vernment had  in  view.  Ho  should  be 
extremely  sorry  if  their  Lordships,  when 
they  reached  these  clauses,  were  to  ad- 
journ. What  the  Government  wanted 
was  not  an  adjournment,  but  discussion, 
in  order  to  hear  from  noble  Lords  pre- 
cisely what  were  the  objections  which 
they  took  to  the  new  clauses.  By  an 
adjournment  before  they  came  to  tho 
clauses,  they  would  be  as  much  in  the 
dark  as  ever  as  to  what  noble  Lords 
thought.  It  was  important  to  know 
what  the  danger  was  which  certain 
noble  Lords  anticipated ;  and  they  could 
not  consider  how  the  language  of  the 
clauses  should  best  be  drawn,  in  order 
to  meet  these  apprehensions  until  they 
knew  where  the  danger  lay.  He  would, 
therefore,  deprecate  any  proposal  which 
would  prevent  a  full  discussion  of  the 
clauses.    If.  after  the  clauses  had  been 


15 


Irish  Land 


{tjOTihS] 


Law  Bilii 


16 


discussed,  and  they  had  gone  through 
the  Bill,  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of 
the  House  to  recommit  the  Bill  as  to 
these  clauses,  that  would  be  perfectly  in 
Order,  and  might,  perhaps,  meet  the 
views  of  some  of  those  who  had  spoken 
on  this  subject.  It  was  the  desire  of 
the  Government  to  give  every  facility 
for  bringing  this  Bill  into  accordance 
with  the  feelings  of  noble  Lords  so  far 
as  it  was  consistent  with  the  main  object 
of  the  Bill.  He  would,  therefore,  re- 
commend that  they  should  go  on  with 
the  Bill  that  night ;  and  if  they  did  not 
finish  it,  they  might  do  so  on  Friday, 
and  might  then  recommit  it  to  some  day 
after  that. 

The  Earl  of  KILMOEEY  said,  he 
hoped  that  the  Government  would  al- 
low an  adjournment  after  reaching  the 
21st  clause,  in  consideration  of  the  vital 
importance  of  the  question  to  those  who 
were  Irish  landowners. 

House  in  Committee. 

Abbanoembnt  of  Clauses. 

Am^^ndnenU  of  General  Application. 

Clause  1  (Leaseholders). 

Lord  FITZGERALD,  in  moving,  as 
an  Amendment,  in  page  1,  line  12,  after 
the  word  "holding,"  the  insertion  of  the 
words  "  and  if  such  lessee  so  elects," 
said,  the  effect  of  it  would  be  that  it 
should  only  be  on  the  desire   of  the 
leaseholder  that  he  should  be  admitted 
to  the  benefits  of  the  Act  of  1881.    No 
application  for  revision  of  a  lease  could 
thus  be  made  by  a  landlord.    The  im- 
portance of  this  Bill  could  not  be  over- 
estimated, and  every  word  of  it  required 
to  be  considered,  and  every  provision 
read,    with    the    greatest    care.      The 
original  idea  of  the  Act  of  1881  had 
been   to   provide  protection  to  yearly 
tenants  against  what  might  prove  to  be 
excessive  rents,  and  also  to  give  them 
security  of  tenure.     He  could  never  see 
why  leaseholders  were  not  admitted  to 
the  benefits  of  the  Act  of  1881 ;  but  he 
would  point  out  that  they  ought  only  to 
be  so  on  different  terms  from  those  given 
to  yearly  tenants.     That  exclusion  had 
created  great  discontent.     It  was  now 
proposed    that    leaseholders,    without 
waiting    for    the    expiration    of   their 
leases,  shiuld  be  at  once  hrou;ijht  within 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill.     He  only  re- 
gretted that  the  principle  was  not  carried 
f  urthor,  and  extended  to  all  leases,  with- 
out b^in^^  confiaoi  to  those  expiring 
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within  60  years  of  the  passing  of  the 
Land  Act.  A  Bill  extending  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  of  1881  to  all  lease- 
holders at  the  election  of  the  lessee  had 
been  read  a  second  time  with  the  assent 
of  the  Leader  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  it  was  backed  by  Mr.  T.  W. 
Eussell,  Lord  Ernest  Hamilton,  Mr. 
Lea,  Mr.  Johnston,  and  Mr.  Sinclair, 
all  Members,  he  believed,  representing 
the  North  of  Ireland.  There  was,  how- 
ever, a  large  class  of  leaseholders  who 
did  not  want  their  leases  interfered 
with,  and  who  looked  with  alarm  at  this 
impending  legislation  which  would  re- 
duce them  to  yearly  tenancies.  In  some 
cases,  where  the  leaseholder  would  find 
his  lease  broken  without  his  having  a 
voice  in  the  matter,  the  rent  he  would 
have  to  pay  might  be  larger  than  that 
which  he  had  paid  before,  owing  to  his 
having  had  a  lease  fixed  at  a  low  rent. 
He,  therefore,  proposed  the  Amendment 
to  meet  such  cases  of  leaseholders  who 
did  not  wish  to  have  their  leases  broken. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  1,  line  12, 
after  (**  holding,")  to  insert  (**and  if 
such  lessee  so  elects.") — {The  Lord  Filz- 
gerald,) 

The  lord  PRIVY  SEAL  (Earl 
Cadogan)  said,  that  the  Government 
found  it  impossible  to  accede  to  the 
Amendment ;  because,  if  it  were  carried 
out,  it  would  result  in  a  one-sided  and 
unfair  state  of  things.  No  doubt,  it  was 
the  object  of  the  Bill  to  give  relief  in 
cases  where  it  was  required ;  but  he  was 
not  aware  that  that  relief  should  be  given 
to  the  leaseholder  and  not  to  the  landlord. 
If  the  Amendment  were  agreed  to,  the 
tenant  would  have  a  right  to  go  into  the 
Land  Court  and  have  his  lease  broken, 
whereas  the  landlord  would  have  no  such 
right  to  break  a  lease  if  he  so  desired. 
He  therefore  hoped  that  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  (Lord  Fitzgerald)  would 
not  press  the  Amendment. 

Lord  HERSOHELL  said,  he  thought 
that,  in  one  sense,  it  might  be  described 
as  one-sided ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
the  clause  were  adopted  without  amend- 
ment, it  would  result  in  a  great  hard* 
ship  to  many  tenants  who  were  now 
holding  under  leases,  because  it  was  not 
a  mere  question  of  rent.  By  the  Act  of 
1881,  a  landlord  could  resume  possassioa 
of  a  farm  for  his  own  purposes,  or  for 
those  of  a  relation ;  and  a  farm  held  by 
a  leaseholder  would  be  placed  in  thd 
same  position.    The  object  of  the  Bill 
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was  to  produce  satisfaction  and  content, 
by  the  giving  of  relief  to  leaseholders ; 
but  unless  the  Amendment  was  agreed 
tO|  though  the  clause  would  give  great 
satisfaction  to  those  who  were  entitled 
to  g^  into  Court  and  have  their  rents  re- 
daced,  it  would  produce  great  dissatis- 
faction amongst  others  who  came  to  get 
the  reverse  of  a  benefit  in  order  that 
their  neighbours  might  be  benefited.  It 
was  not  merely  that  the  landlord  would 
be  entitled  to  have  the  rent  fixed  in  the 
lease  raised,  but  the  clause  would,  under 
certain  circumstances,  entitle  him  to  re- 
sume possession.  [•*  No,  no !  "]  Yes ; 
for  the  tenant  would  be  thrown  into  the 
position  of  a  tenant  under  the  Land  Act 
of  1881,  and  that  measure  enabled  a 
landlord,  for  certain  purposes,  to  resume 
posaesdon.  The  clause,  unless  altered 
as  suggested  by  the  Amendment,  would 
create  great  disatisfaction  and  discon- 
tent 

Thk  Eael  of  LEITEIM:  said,  that,  in 
the  interests  of  the  Irish  landlords,  they 
ought  to  support  the  Amendment.  It 
might  appear  rather  one-sided;  but 
still,  with  his  knowledge  of  the  North 
of  Ireland,  he  thought  the  clause  required 
to  be  amended  in  the  direction  suggested. 
He  did  not  believe  the  working  of  the 
clause,  as  it  stood,  would  be  satisfac- 
tory from  the  tenants'  point  of  view 
where  land  was  held  at  a  low  rent.  It 
would  be  repugnant  to  any  good  land- 
lord to  breaK  his  tenant's  lease  against 
the  will  of  such  tenant ;  and,  speaking 
as  an  Irish  landlord,  he  appealed  to 
noble  Lords  who  owned  land  in  Ireland 
to  support  the  Amendment,  as  being  the 
coarse  which  Irish  landlords  who  had 
not  seats  in  the  House  would  themselves 
take. 

Lord  THBINO  said,  he  thought  the 
Bill  would  be  most  unfair  to  mortgagees, 
by  breaking  leases  which  might  recently 
have  been  pledged  as  valuable  securities. 

Eabl  OADOGAN  said,  the  lease  would 
not  be  at  once  broken,  but  only  in  cer- 
tain eventualities. 

Loan  THBINGF,  continuing,  said,  the 
dauae  would  break  every  lease  in  Ire- 
land, even  if  the  tenant  was  perfectly 
satined  with  his  position.  [^Ministerial 
eriss  of  ••  No,  no !  "1  Such  would,  un- 
donbtedly,  be  the  effect  of  the  Bill.  It 
would  work  immense  injustice. 

Tn  EiLBL  OF  SELBOBNE  said,  he 
felt  bound  to  corroborate  the  statement 
of  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  (Lord 
Ibzing).     The  clause  would  at  once 


break  every  lease  in  Ireland,  for  all 
would  be  brought  under  the  direct  action 
of  the  Bill.  He  could  not  see  why  the  Go- 
vernment should  object  to  the  Amend- 
ment. It  was  only  in  appearance,  and 
not  in  reality,  that  the  Amendment  was 
one-sided.  The  fact  that  the  law  en- 
abled A  to  have  his  lease  broken  ought 
in  no  way  to  ^iyq  the  landlord  the  right 
of  breaking  B's  lease  against  B's  will. 
Because  one  leaseholder  got  his  rent  re- 
duced, another  leaseholder  ought  not  to 
be  liable  to  have  his  raised.  If  one  man 
were  concerned  in  both  operations,  it 
would  be  just,  but  different  men  were 
concerned.  He  could  not  imagine  that 
there  was  a  landlord  in  Ireland  who, 
having  g^ven  a  beneficial  lease  to  a  re- 
spectaole  tenant,  would  wish  to  break 
it,  merely  because  another  tenant,  whose 
circumstances  were  different,  was  enabled 
by  law  to  get  rid  of  his  lease.  He  under- 
stood and  appreciated  the  reasons  which 
induced  the  Government  to  admit  lease- 
holders to  the  benefits  of  the  Land  Act ; 
but  he  could  not  approve  the  limitation 
of  those  benefits  in  the  manner  proposed 
by  this  clause.  The  Government  had 
accepted  the  state  of  the  law  as  they  had 
inherited  it  from  their  Predecessors,  and 
were  not  responsible  for  it.  They  retained 
their  former  objection  to  the  principle ; 
but  they  thought  it  necessary  to  admit 
these  leaseholders  to  the  benefit  of  the 
Act.  He  could  not  admit  that  it  was  a 
real  and  just  corollary  that  when  lease- 
holders wished  to  remain  with  their 
leases,  they  should  be  forced  to  give  them 
up. 

Thb  lord  OHA.NOELLOE  or  IRE- 
LAND (Lord  Asubouene)  said,  that  by 
the  legislation  introduced  in  1881,  the 
holders  of  leases  which  would  expire  in 
60  years  after  that  date  were  given  the 
right  of  continuing  in  possession  as  pre- 
sent tenants  after  the  expiration  of  the 
lease.  The  present  Bill  assumed  that 
the  60  years  had  now  expired,  and  gave 
at  once  to  leaseholders  the  same  status 
which  they  would  acquire  under  the 
Act  of  1881  after  the  lapse  of  more 
than  50  years.  They  would,  in  fact, 
become  present  tenants,  subject  to  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  the  leases  held 
by  them.  Under  the  clause  under  con- 
sideration the  provisions  of  each  lease 
would,  therefore,  remain  effective  until 
either  the  landlord  or  the  tenant  should 
object  to  them.  He  would  ask  if  it  was 
reasonable  to  have  an  entirely  one-sided 
arrangement  by  which  one  of  the  parties 
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would  have  the  right  to  examine  into 
the  rent,  while  the  other  would  be  de- 
nied the  right  of  saying  a  word  on  the 
subject  ?  The  unanimous  report  of  the 
Cowper  Oommiesion  was  to  the  effect 
that  lessors,  as  well  as  lessees,  should 
have  a  right  of  application,  and  all  the 
evidence  that  he  had  read  taken  by  the 
Commission  supported  that  part  of  the 
Beport  The  broad  question  before  them 
was  whether  they  were  to  give  an  option 
to  the  tenant  alone,  and  give  no  voice 
to  the  landlord.  To  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  unable  to  assent,  and,  there- 
fore, they  could  not  agree  to  accept  the 
Amendment  of  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend. 

The  Duke  of  AE.GYLL  said,  his  first 
feeling  on  reading  the  clause  was  en- 
tirely in  favour  ol  the  contention  of  the 
Government ;  but  further  consideration, 
and  hearing  the  remarks  of  the  noble 
Earl  (the  Earl  of  Leitrim)  to-night,  had 
induced  grave  doubts  in  his  mind, 
whether  this  would  be  a  power  which 
the  landlords  of  Ireland  would  be 
able  to  exercise.  Most  of  the  witnesses 
examined  before  Lord  Cowper's  Com- 
mission had  also  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  right  to  break  a  lease  ought 
not  to  be  given  to  the  landlord.  If  a 
landlord  had  one  tenant  holding  on  a 
lease  at  a  rent  which  would  probably  be 
reduced  on  application,  and  two  others 
holding  on  very  low  rents,  he  asked  any 
of  their  Lordships  whether,  if  he  wore 
placed  in  that  position,  and  the  tenant 
holding  at  a  high  rent  went  and  got  his 
lease  broken,  he  would  go  to  the  other 
two  tenants  and  say  that  because  the 
one  tenant  had  got  his  lease  broken, 
and  his  rent  reviewed,  he  must  take 
proceedings  in  order  to  have  their  rents 
reviewed  also  ?  So  strong  was  his  feel- 
ing in  favour  of  covenant^  that  he  should 
feel  that  to  be  a  dishonourable  act.  No 
Act  of  Parliament  would  ever  induce 
him  to  go  to  these  men  and  address 
them  in  such  language.  He  rejoiced  to 
hear  from  a  noble  Earl,  who  was  an 
Irish  landlord,  the  true  sentiment  which 
he  believed  would  animate  the  great 
majority  of  Irish  landlords.  He  (the 
Duke  of  Argyll)  felt  strongly  against  the 
whole  principle  of  the  clause.  He  ad- 
mitted the  argument  that  if  leases  were 
broken  in  Ireland  at  all,  they  should  be 
broken  all  over  the  country ;  but,  look- 
ing at  its  abstract  application,  he  felt 
that  the  clause  as  it  now  stood,  and  with- 
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out  the  Amendment,  would  be  likely  to 
create  the  greatest  possible  dissatisfac- 
tion in  particular  parts  of  Ireland,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  fail  to  supply  honour- 
able and  generous  landlords  with  any 
advantage.  Good  landlords  would  never 
break  one  man's  lease  with  a  view  to  an 
augmentation  of  rent  because  the  leases 
of  other  tenants  had  been  broken  with 
the  result  that  their  rents  had  been  re- 
duced. To  break  a  lease  with  such  an 
object  in  view  would  be  what  he  would 
again  call  a  dishonourable  act,  and  he 
did  not  think  so  meanly  of  Irish  land- 
lords as  to  believe  them  to  l)e  capable  of 
it. 

The  Eabl  of  MILLTOWN  said,  he 
sincerely  hoped  the  Government  would 
see  their  way  to  retain  the  provision  in 
their  Bill.  If  there  was  an  advantage 
given  to  one  side  it  should  be  given  to 
the  other.  He  maintained  that  a  man 
had  a  right  to  elect  whether  he  would 
come  under  the  Bill  or  not. 

The  Eakl  of  CAMPERDOWN  said, 
that  the  clause  made  it  possible  to  break 
all  leases ;  but  ho  would  ask  —was  there 
a  single  landlord  who,  because  he  lost 
over  one  lease,  would  break  another 
lease  to  the  disadvantage  of  his  tenants  ? 
He  thought  that  was  a  sufficient  argu- 
ment to  make  him  vote  for  his  noble 
Friend. 

The  Earl  of  EIMBERLEY  said,  he 
hoped  they  would  have  some  notice 
taken  of  the  point  raised  as  to  mort- 
gages. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  Government  would  accept 
the  Amendment. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  said, 
he  would  point  out  that,  besides  the* 
rights  of  tenants,  there  were  also  rights 
of  public  law  to  be  considered ;  and  the 
question  was,  what  had  they  a  right  to 
do  in  respect  to  those  landlords  who  were 
not  all  represented  in  that  House,  and 
whose  rights  deserved  consideration  from 
them  as  well  as  the  rights  of  tenants. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Thring)  said  that  the  Government 
did  not  dissemble  their  dislike  to  the  Act 
of  1881 ;  but  he  (the  Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury")  must  say  that  that  Act,  so  far  as 
it  dealt  with  fair  rent,  professed,  at  least, 
to  be  scrupulously  impartial  between 
landlord  and  tenant;  and  it  provided 
that,  if  the  tenant  might  obtain  a  re- 
duction of  too  large  a  rent,  the  landlord 
might  obtain  an  increase  of  too  small  i^ 
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rent  The  object  of  the  Act,  in  short, 
was  to  give  a  fair  rent.  Well,  it  was 
found  by  a  great  many  leaseholders  that 
it  was  a  great  hardship  on  them  to  be 
excluded  from  that  legislation,  and  there- 
fore it  was  proposed  that  they  should  be 
put  in  the  same  position  as  the  tenants 
whose  lot  tbey  envied.  But  the  Govern- 
ment were  now  told  that  they  were  not 
to  follow  the  precedent  of  the  Act  of 
1881 ;  that  they  were  to  enable  the  rent 
to  be  reduced  when  too  high,  bnt  that 
they  were  not  to  let  it  be  raised  if  it 
were  too  low.  On  what  gpround  was  that 
ptyposed  ?  If  the  landlords  were  a  race 
with  no  rights,  then  he  could  understand 
it;  bnt  if  Parliament  was  to  hold  the 
balance  between  the  two  parties,  surely 
Pariiament  would  first  treat  the  lease- 
holders as  they  had  treated  the  tenants- 
at*will,  and  allow  rents  to  be  raised  when 
they  ought  to  be  raised,  and  lowered 
when  they  ought  to  be  lowered.  As  to 
mortgagees,  it  was  said — ''Suppose  that 
the  mortgage  had  been  obtained  upon 
the  property  subject  to  this  low  rent ;  if 
70a  raise  the  rent,  you  destroy  the 
security  of  the  mortgagee.'*  Well,  but 
it  did  not  occur  to  the  noble  Lord  who 
laid  that,  that  the  same  thing  might 
happen  in  the  opposite  direction,  and 
that  where  a  landlord  had  leased  his 
property  and  built  himself  a  comfortable 
house,  and  possibly  mortgaged  his  land 
on  the  security  of  the  leases,  he  might 
find,  if  this  Amendment  were  adopted, 
his  house  too  large  for  him  and  his 
mortgages  broken.  He  would  remind 
the  Committee  that  there  were  poor  land- 
kffds  as  well  as  poor  tenants  in  Ireland, 
and  he  wanted  them  to  mete  out  to  the 
poor  landlords  the  same  justice  that  they 
meted  out  to  the  poor  tenant.  He  asked 
for  no  advantage  for  the  one  over  the 
other  in  dealing  between  man  and  man. 
The  Earl  of  SELBOENE  said,  he 
would  point  out  that  in  the  case  of  yearly 
tenants,  either  party  could,  by  a  short 
notioey.put  an  end  to  the  tenancy;  and 
as  witmn  those  limits  of  time,  either 
party  could  alter  the  terms  of  the  hold- 
mg^  it  was  manifestly  reasonable  to  say 
wU  that  there  should  be  the  reciprocal 
right  to  go  into  Court  and  have  the  rent 
sevised.  But  now  they  had  two  classes 
to  eoasider  besides  the  landlords.  They 
had  the  tenants,  who  had  a  fixed  term 
and  wished  to  give  it  up,  and  they  had 
the  tenants  who  had  a  fixed  term  and 
did  not  wish  to  give  it  lip ;  and  he  oould 


not  see  why  they  should  give  away  the 
estate  of  the  one  because  they  thought 
there  were  reasons  of  policy  for  helping 
the  other  to  relieve  themselves  from  a 
position  in  which  they  did  not  like  to 
remain. 

Earl  COWPEE  said,  the  Eoyal  Com- 
mission had  recommended  that  on  every 
occasion  when  the  rents  had  been  made 
as  low,  or  lower  than  Griffith's  valua- 
tion, the  landlord  should  not  have  power 
to  bring  the  tenants  into  Court.  The 
Government  had  paid  no  attention  to 
that  recommendation.  As  he  had  to 
decide  between  the  Amendment  and 
allowing  leases  of  all  kinds,  however 
low,  to  be  brought  into  Court,  he  thought 
he  should  be  acting  least  contrary  to  tho 
recommendation  which  he  had  signed, 
in  common  with  the  other  Members  of 
the  Commission,  if  he  voted  for  the 
Amendment. 

On  Question?  Their  Lordships  divided: 
— Contents  62;  Not-Contents  130:  Ma- 
jority 68. 
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Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Amendment  moved^  in  page  1,  line  13, 
after  (**  conditions,")  insert  ("and  sub- 
ject to  the  same  right  of  resumption.") 
-^{Th$  Lord  Privy  Seal.) 

LoBB  HEBSOHELL  said,  he  objected 
to  the  Amendment  that  it  would  not 
merely  make  a  leaseholder  a  present 
tenant,  but  would  make  lum  a  present 
tenant  with  something  less  than  the 
rights  of  a  present  tenant,  because  the 
landlord  would  have  a  special  and  ex- 
ceptional right  of  resumption. 

The  Marquess  of  SALI8BTJEY  said, 
it  would  be  better  that  the  Amendment 
should  stand  oyer  till  the  Beport. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Commit- 
tee) mthdraum, 

LoBD  FITZGBKALD  said,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  decision  at  which 
their  Lordships  had  arrived,  he  would 
not  move  the  next  Amendment  which 
stood  on  the  Paper  in  his  name. 

The  EiLBL  of  BELMOBE  moved  an 
Amendment,  providing  that  the  leasee 
shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  a  present 
tenant  where  substantial  consideration 
^Ms  shown  by  the  said  lease  to  have 
been  g^ven  therefor  to  the  lessor  by  the 
lessee,"  and  such  lessee  objects  to  being 
deemed  a  present  tenant. 

Amendment  moved, 

In  page  1,  line  18,  to  leave  out  ('^has  been 
given  for  the  said  lease,'*)  and  insert  («  is  shotm 
by  the  said  lease  to  have  been  given  therefor  to 
the  lessor  by  the  lessee.")— ( The  Earl  of  Bel- 
fnore.) 

Earl  OADOOAN  said,  he  thought  the 
noble  Earl  might,  perhaps,  be  satisfied 
with  the  Amendment  he  (Earl  Oadog^n) 
had  put  on  the  Paper  dealing  with  this 
point.  The  Government  preferred  that 
Amendment  to  the  one  moved  by  the 
noble  Earl. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Ctem- 
mittee)  withdrawn. 


u 


Iriih  Land 


{May  16,  18871 


Law  Bill; 


26 


On  the  Motion  of  The  Lord  Pbivy 
Sbal  (Earl  Oadogan),  the  following 
Amendment  made: — ^In  line  19,  after 
(''lease/')  insert  (''  to  the  lessor  or  with 
Ms  knowledge  "). 

Ie8  Dukb  of  ABQYLL,  in  moving 
an  Amendment  providing  that  the  lessee 
aball  not  be  deemed  to  be  a  **  present 
tenant"  where  substantial  consideration 
has  been  given  for  the  lease  ''by  the 
Idflsee,  or  by  the  lessor,  and  such  lessee 
or  lessor  objects  to  the  tenant  being 
deemed  a  present    tenant,"   said,   the 
principle  involved  in  the  Proviso  was 
that,  in  fixing  a  fair  rent,  the  Act  of 
1881  laid  down  that  the  Court  should  hear 
the  persons,  and  having  regard  to  the 
interests  of  the  landlord  and  the  tenant 
reipeetively,  and  considering  all  the  cir- 
cnmatances  of  the  case  and  the  holding, 
nught  determine  what  a  fair  rent  was. 
Undoubtedly,  under  those  general  words, 
the  Oourt  ought  to  consider  what  was 
paid  on  the  one  hand  by  the  landlord, 
and  on  the  other  by  the  tenant.    But  it 
vas  a  great  fallacy  to  suppose  that  the 
tenant's  was  the  only  case  worthy  of 
eonsideration,  and  he  thought  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Court  should  be  drawn  to  the 
vaioable  consideration,  in  the  form  of 
permanent  improvements  or  otherwise, 
given  by  the    landlord.      His    object, 
therefore,  was  to  protect  the  landlord  in 
ail  cases  where  he  had  given  such  valu- 
able consideration.    In  this  connection, 
he  would  relate  two  instances  which  had 
heen  brought  to  his  notice,  of  tenants  of 
Lord  Lansdowne,  against  whom  such  an 
iodecent  and  unjust    persecution    was 
being  carried  on,  a  persecution  which, 
in  ail  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  was 
the  most  outrageous  that  had  occurred. 
He  happened  to  have  heard  of  the  cases 
that  morning,  not  from  Lord  Lansdo  wne, 
because  he  had  had  no  communication 
vith  him,  but  from  another  source.     Of 
the  two  persons  who  were  leaders  in  the 
agitation,  one  was  a  person  named  Dunn, 
vho  held  five  contiguous  farms.    The 
Agitators  pretended  that  all  the  agita- 
tion was  in  favour  of  poor  men  holding 
bbaU  holdinga ;  but  tiie  principal  agi- 
tator against  liOrd  Lansdowne  was  what 
nught  well  be  called  a  land-grabber, 
ptjing  a  rent  of  £1,367.    He  was  a 
capitalist  farmer,  and  not  a  poor  man  at 
ill;  and  he  had  enjoyed  a  long  lease 
daring  prosperous  times.    Look  at  the 
oa^y  to  which  Lord  Lansdowne.  had 


been  put  regarding  these  farms.  Lord 
Lansdowne  had  laid  out  £2,625  on  the 
drainage  of  these  farms,  which  sum  he 
received  by  loan  from  the  Government 
at  6^  per  cent,  and  for  which  Lord 
Lansdowne  was  only  charging  Mr.  Dunn 
2^  per  cent,  thereby  actually  losing 
money  largely  on  the  transaction  by 
which  this  gentleman  benefited.  The 
other  gentleman  to  whom  he  referred 
was  Mr.  Kilbride.  This  gentleman  held 
two  farms  at  a  rent  of  £760.  What 
had  Lord  Lansdowne  laid  out  on  these 
farms?  It  was  commonly,  but  most 
unjustly,  said  that  landlords  in  Ireland 
never  spent  any  money  on  their  estates. 
Lord  Lansdowne,  in  this  case,  had 
laid  out  no  less  a  sum  than  £3,179, 
which  he  had  borrowed  at  6)-  per  cent. 
He  had  only  charged  this  gentleman, 
who  was  hounding  Irishmen  in  Canada 
against  the  Viceroy,  4  per  cent,  he  him- 
self paying  the  balance  of  2^  per  cent. 
He  maintained  it  was  monstrous,  when 
there  were  plenty  of  cases  undoubtedly 
in  Ireland  of  this  kind  where  landlords 
had  expended  large  sums,  that  the 
attention  of  the  Courts  should  not  be 
directed  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  to 
cases  where  the  landlord  had  given 
valuable  consideration,  as  well  as  to 
those  cases  where  the  improvements  had 
been  effected  by  the  tenants.  Even  if 
Lord  Lansdowne  had  not  laid  out  a  single 
sixpence  he  held  that  there  was  a  case 
for  compensation.  He  did  not  know 
the  length  of  the  leases  of  those  gentle- 
men or  when  they  expired ;  but  looking 
at  the  prices  of  agricultural  produce 
during  the  last  30  years,  he  knew  that 
at  least  during  20  of  those  years,  prices 
were  so  high  that  there  was  keen  com- 
petition for  every  vacant  farm.  Seeing 
that  such  tenants  had  enjoyed  the 
benefit  of  high  prices  during  20  years, 
it  was  neither  just  nor  reasonable  that 
they  should  be  allowed  to  come  into 
Court,  and  plead  the  recent  exceptional 
prices,  and  get  a  judicial  rent  without 
the  attention  of  the  Court  being  directed 
to  circumstances  so  clamant  as  this,  and 
without  provision  being  made  for  the 
landlords  as  regards  their  expenditures. 
The  reason  of  the  case  was  quite 
manifest,  and  he  would  conclude,  there- 
fore, by  moving  the  Amendment  standing 
in  his  name. 

Amendment  moved, 

In  page  1 ,  line  19,  to  leave  out  from  f  **  lease  '*) 
to  end  of  Uie  Proviso,  and   insert  ('*by  the 
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lessee  or  by  the  lessor,  and  such  lessee  or  lessor 
objects  to  the  tenant  being  deemed  a  present 
tenant.**)— (r^tf />«*<?  of  Argyll.) 

Earl  OADOQ-AN  said,  he  quite  ap- 
preciated the  point  put  by  the  noble 
Duke,  and,  undoubtedly,  no  better  illus- 
tration could  be  given  of  the  object  of 
the  Amendment  than  that  of  the  case 
of  the  noble  Marquess  (the  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne),  which  had  created  so  much 
sympathy  all  over  the  country.  He 
would  suggest,  however,  to  the  noble 
Duke  that  his  object  was  met  by  the 
first  paragraph  on  page  2 — 

'^  Provided  also,  that  when  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  section  an  application  is  made  to 
the  Court  to  fix  a  judicial  rent  for  a  holding 
held  under  a  lease,  the  Court  shall  disallow  such 
application  if  the  Court  is  satisfied  that  the 
landlord  or  his  predecessors  in  title  has  or  have 
made  permanent  improvements  on  the  holding, 
the  unexhausted  value  of  which  imj^rovements 
is  at  the  time  of  making  such  application  not 
less  than  four  times  the  yearly  rent  of  the 
holding." 

If  those  words  were  not  adequate  to 
meet  the  case  put  by  the  noble  Duke, 
the  Government,  sympathizing  with  the 
object,  would  consider  the  desirability 
of  amending  them. 

The  Duke  of  ARGYLL  said,  he  did 
not  think  the  object  he  had  in  view 
would  be  met  by  the  words  quoted ;  but 
he  would  not  press  his  Amendment  at 
the  present  stage. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

Lord  FITZGERALD  moved,  as  an 
Amendment,  to  omit  altogether  the  first 
paragraph  on  page  2,  referred  to  by  the 
noble  Earl  (Earl  Cadogan).  He  urged 
that  whereas  the  Bill  was  promoted  with 
a  view  to  removing  discontent  and  every 
sense  of  injustice,  the  paragraph  in 
question  would  involve  a  most  com- 
plicated inquiry  and  litigation,  and  be  a 
source  of  dissatisfaction  besides  being 
wholly  unnecessary. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  2,  to  omit 
the  first  sub-section. — (The  Lord  Fitz- 
gerald.) 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  earnestly  con- 
demned the  tribunals  which  had  to  carry 
out  the  Act  of  18sl. 

The  Marquess  op  SALISBURY  said, 
that  in  the  particular  case  of  improve- 
ments mentioned  in  the  clause,  it  was 
necessary  that  they  should  have  some 
technical  words,  as  there  was  a  natural 


prejudice  in  all  minds  against  people 
who  did  not  follow  the  ordinary  practice 
of  the  country-side,  and  therefore  he 
thought  that  they  could  hardly  trust  the 
Court  to  deal  with  the  matter  without 
words  of  this  nature  being  inserted. 
Whether  four  times  the  yearly  rent  was 
not  too  much  for  a  calculation  of  the 
unexhausted  value  of  the  improvements, 
he  was  not  certain,  and  they  were  willing 
to  consider  any  Amendments  upon  that 
subject.  Some  limitation,  however,  was 
necessary.  He  would  frankly  confess  to 
noble  Lords  from  Ireland,  that  it  was 
not  merely  a  care  for  Irish  property  that 
had  led  the  Government  to  introduce 
this  clause.  They  were  not  only  anxious 
to  do  what  was  popular  and  was  the 
cause  of  contentment,  but  also  to  leave 
upon  the  Statute  Book  nothing  but  pro- 
visions that  were  just  in  themselves ; 
because  they  knew  from  experience,  that 
injustice  was  prolific,  and  that  an  unjust 
enactment  placed  upon  the  Statute  Book 
would  produce  others  still  more  unjust. 
He  was  anxious  that  they  should  draw  a 
broad  line  of  distinction  between  what 
was  alleged  to  have  created  the  necessity 
for  such  legislation  in  Ireland—namely, 
the  practice  of  the  tenants  making  im- 
provements, and  the  case  which  existed 
in  both  parts  of  this  Island.  It  was  very 
important  that  that  distinction  should 
be  clearly  established,  and,  therefore, 
that  some  such  provision  as  this  should 
be  placed  on  the  Statute  Book,  especially 
when  they  were  taking  such  an  excep- 
tional step  as  breaking  leases. 

The  Earl  of  EIMBERLEY  said,  lie 
felt  bound  to  protest  against  the  idea 
that  they  had  Courts  in  Ireland  adminis- 
tering Land  Laws  which  could  not  be 
trusted,  and  he  thought  that  any  legis- 
lation which  rested  upon  that  contention 
must  be  vicious.  If  Her  Majesty's  Gx>- 
vernment  held  the  view  that  the  Courts 
were  not  to  be  trusted,  their  proper 
course  would  have  been  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  reform  those  Courts. 

The  Marquess  op  SALISBURY  hoped 
that  there  would  be  no  misconstruction 
placed  upon  his  words.  What  he  did  say 
was,  that  some  of  those  who  had  to  carry 
out  those  Acts  were  liable,  as  all  men 
were,  to  a  prejudice  in  this  one  par- 
ticular case. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  said, 
that  it  was  a  very  unsafe  thing  to  legis- 
late on  the  principle  of  distrust  of  the 
Courts.    One  result  of  the  clause  would 
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be,  thai  the  present  tenants  created  by 
the  Bill  would  be  on  a  different  footing 
from  all  other  present  tenants  in  Ireland 
under  the  Act  of  1881,  and  confusion 
would  be  almost  certain  to  ensue.  The 
proposal  contained  in  the  clause,  he 
ooDsidered  a  most  unadyisable  one  to 
iD&Ke 

Lord  FXTZaERALD  defended  the 
Courts,  which,  he  said,  were  presided 
o?or  by  men  of  very  hipfh  character. 

Tub  Ddke  of  ARGYLL  said,  what 
he  gathered  from  the  evidence  before 
the  Cowper  Commission  was  that  no 
Ooarts  were  competent  to  decide  in  this 
case,  not  because  they  were  dishonest, 
but  because  Parliament  had  given  them 
a  function  which  no  Court  could  dis- 
charge. Their  Lordships  would  remem- 
ber that  within  two  years  after  the 
operaticm  of  this  Act,  the  Ulster  tenants 
came  in  a  body  to  Sir  George  Trevelyan, 
then  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, and  remonstrated  with  him  on 
the  rente  which  were  then  fixed  by  the 
Commisstoners,  and  urged  that  they  were 
fifreat  supporters  of  the  Government  of 
the  day.  Did  the  House  not  remember 
that,  instead  of  the  matter  being  treated 
ai  one  for  judicial  decision,  it  was  con- 
sidered as  one  for  political  action,  and 
that  Sir  George  Trevelyan,  honest  and 
honourable  man  as  he  was,  was  obliged 
to  fence  with  them  ?  He  told  them  the 
Exeeutive  Gk>vemment  had  nothing  to 
do  with  rents;  but  before  the  deputa- 
tion left  his  room,,  he  distinctly  said  the 
Government  would  keep  an  eye  on  these 
valuations,  and  if  they  found  the  in- 
t  rests  of  the  tenants  were  not  protected, 
they  would  know  how  to  apply  a  re- 
medy. That  was  the  spirit  in  which  the 
matter  was  regarded. 

Eahl  spencer  said,  that  his  recol- 
lection of  the  incident  referred  to  was 
that  the  deputation  that  waited  upon 
the  Chief  Secretary  complained  of  the 
system  under  which  valuators  had  been 
appointed  to  the  Courts.  The  answer 
of  the  Chief  Secretary  was  explained 
in  the  sabfieqnent  debate  in  the  House 
of  Gommons,  when  it  was  shown  that 
the  appointment  of  valuators  had  not 
^tabled  the  Commissioners  to  dispose  of 
the  oases  with  sufficient  speed.  In  fact, 
ha  stated  in  the  House  of  Commons 
that  as  due  expedition  was  not  shown, 
the  Commissicmers,  in  conjunction  with 
^  Cbvemment,  had  decided  to  alter 
md  reconstitute  the  Sub -Commission. 


Ldbt>  CASTLETOWN  said,  that  tbe 
principal  work  under  the  Land  Act  fell 
upon  the  Land  Commissioners,  and  those 
were  the  men  in  whom  they  had  no  con* 
fidence. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved,  to  add,  at  the  end 
of  the  Clause  L,  the  following  Proviso : — 

"  Provided,  That  this  section  shall  not  apply 
to  any  lease  made  before  the  passing  of  said  Act 
of  1881,  where  the  Court  shall  be  satisfied  that, 
by  agreement  between  the  landlord  and  the 
tenant  of  the  holding,  entered  into  and  made 
after  the  passing  of  said  Act  of  1881,  the  rent 
reserved  by  the  lease  has  been  reduced  for  the 
residue  of  the  term." — {The  Earl  of  Erne.) 

Earl  CADOGAN:  said,  he  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment,  because  he 
thought  it  was  unnecessary.  He  did  not 
see  why  the  fact  that  a  landlord  had 
entered  into  an  agreement  with  his 
tenant  to«  reduce  the  rent  fixed  by  the 
lease  should  diseatitle  the  tenant  to  have 
a  fair  rent  fixed.  If  the  reduction  made 
to  the  tenant  by  the  landlord  brought 
the  rent  down  to  a  fair  rent,  then  this 
Court  would  not  interfere  with  it; 
whereas,  if  the  reduction  did  not  bring 
it  quite  down  to  a  fair  rent,  the  Com- 
missioners would  only  reduce  it  to  that 
point. 

The  Earl  of  COEK  said,  he  thought 
that  the  Amendment  would  be  only  fair 
towards  landlords  who,  like  himself,  had 
come  to  amicable  terms  with  their 
tenants.  It  would  be  rather  hard  that, 
having  reduced  their  rents  for  some 
years  past,  they  should  now  be  placed  in 
a  worse  position  than  those  landlords 
who  had  refused  to  reduce  the  rents  of 
those  tenants  who  held  under  leases.  It 
was  no  satisfaction  to  him  as  a  landlord 
to  know  that  he  could  go  into  Court,  for 
he  did  not  wish  to  do  so.  In  fairness  to 
those  landlords  who  had  acted  generously, 
some  such  provision  as  that  proposed  by 
the  noble  Earl  ought  to  be  inserted  in 
the  Bill. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  said, 
that  in  no  way  could  the  clause  be  un- 
just, for  no  reduction  would  be  made  to 
a  lower  level  than  the  fair  rent.  He 
would  suggest,  therefore,  that  the  noble 
Earl  might  be  content  with  an  Amend- 
ment directing  that  diminutions  of  rent 
resulting  from  such  agreements  as  he 
contemplated  in  his  Proviso  should  be 
tbken  into  consideration  by  the  Court 
vhen  fixing  a  fair  rent. 
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Lord  BEAMWELL  said,  Jie  thonght 
that  when  a  tenant  whose  rent  had  been 
reduced  in  the  circumstances  described  in 
the  Proviso,  repaired  to  the  Laud  Court 
to  seek  a  judicial  rent,  the  special  bar- 
gain between  him  and  the  landlord  ought 
to  be  treated  as  rescinded,  so  that  the 
original  and  not  the  reduced  rent  might 
betaken  into  consideration.  To  enact 
that  would  be  to  follow  the  legal  prin- 
ciple, that  when  a  man  was  dissatisfied 
with  a  bargain,  he  could  not  retain  that 
portion  of  it  which  he  considered  bene- 
ficial to  himself,  while  seeking  to  be  re- 
leased of  the  covenants  to  which  he 
objected.  He  had  not  a  word  to  say 
against  those  who  had  been  reducing 
rents  in  Ireland;  but  he  was  satisfied 
that  they  felt  they  had  been  sent  on  a 
mission  of  reduction. 

Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  (Judicial  rent  may  commence 
on  date  of  application  to  the  court), 
agreed  to. 

Clause  3  (Consolidation  of  proceed- 
ings in  ejectment,  and  application  for 
fair  rent). 

Lord  FITZGERALD  moved  an 
Amendment  limiting  the  application  of 
a  clause  to  ejectments  brought  in  Civil 
Bill  Courts.  The  object  of  the  Amend- 
ment, he  explained,  was  to  prevent 
delay. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Moved,  ''To  omit  Sub- section  2  of  the 
Clause."— (rAtf  Lord  Fitzgerald.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  ERNE,  in  moving  the 
addition  of  a  new  clause  after  Clause  3, 
said,  he  thought  it  would  be  a  better 
arrangement  than  leaving  the  selection 
to  the  Judges,  and  he  hoped  the  matter 
would  be  considered  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Amendment  moved,  after  Clause  3,  to 
insert  the  following  Clause : — 

^'  The  Lord  Lieutenant  shall  from  time  to 
time  appoint  independent  valuers  to  report  to 
the  Judges  of  the  Civil  Bill  Courts  upon  all 
matters  which  may  assist  such  Judges  in  deter- 
mining the  fair  rent  and  specified  value  of  a 
holding.  There  shall  be  paid  to  such  valuers 
such  remuneration  as  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
may,  with  the  consent  of  the  Treasury,  deter- 
mine."—(7'Atf  Earl  of  Erne.) 


Earl  SPENCER  said,  he  quite  agreed 
with  the  noble  Earl  that  it  would  be 
better  to  place  this  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

Earl  CADOGAN  said,  the  Amend- 
ment was  out  of  place ;  the  point  would 
arise  on  Clause  29. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com 
mittee)  withdrawn. 

Clause  4  (Substitution  of  a  written 
notice  for  the  execution  of  an  eject- 
ment). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Lord  Privy 
Seal  (Earl  Cadogan)  the  following 
Amendments  made : — 

Li  page  2,  line  37,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
clause  insert  ('Mn  the  case  of  any  holding  for 
which  a  judgment  in  ejectment  for  non-pay- 
ment  of  rent  has  been  recovered");  and  in 
page  3,  line  4,^  leave  out  from  (''  upon  ")  to  the 
end  of  the  line,  and  insert  ("every  peraoa 
served  with  the  writ  or  process  in  such  eject- 
ment"). 

Amendment  moved, 

In  line  12,  after  ("caretaker")  insert 
(«  When  a  person  is  deemed  to  have  oeen  put 
into  possession  of  land  as  a  caretaker  under  this 
section,  he  may  be  removed  from  possession  at 
any  time  in  the  manner  provided  by  law  for  the 
recovery  of  possession  of  premises  occupied  by 
a  caretaker ;  or,  at  the  expiration  of  the  period 
of  redemption,  but  not  sooner,  the  possession 
of  such  land  may  be  recovered  by  a  writ  of 
possession  in  the  prescribed  form  under  the 
said  judgment  in  ejeotment  for  non-payment  of 
rent  save  as  aforesaid." — {The  Lord  Frivg  Seal, 
Earl  Cadogan.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  INCHIQUIN  said,  he  trusted 
their  Lordships  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  that  very  im- 
portant clause  when  the  Bill  was  re- 
committed. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  5  (Power  of  surrender  by  mid- 
dleman). 

Earl  CADOGAN,  in  Sub-section  8, 
providing  that  the  person  to  whom  a 
surrender  is  proposed  to  be  made  shall 
not  be  bound  thereby  unless  written 
notice  of  the  intention  to  surrender  be 
serred  within  three  months  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act,  or  within  three 
months  after  the  making  of  the  reduo* 
tion  of  rent  upon  which  the  right  to 
surrender  is  founded,  proposed,  as  an 
Amendment,  that  *'six  months"  be 
substituted  for  ''  three  months  "  in  both, 
cases. 
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Amendment  moved,  in  page  4,  lines 
42  and  43,  leave  out  ('* three")  and 
insert  {'- 8ix.'*)^{The  Lord  Privy  Seal, 
Btarl  Cadogan,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Eakl  op  MILLTOWN  proposed 
EQ  Amendment,  providing  that  where  a 
person  claimed  to  surrender  his  holding, 
part  of  which  is  sub-let,  the  Court  shall 
determine  the  fair  rent  of  the  part  not 
6ub-let  as  if  it  constituted  a  holding,  and 
the  person  surrendering  were  the  tenant 
tnd  the  person  to  whom  the  surrender 
is  proposed  to  be  made  were  the  land- 
lord of  the  holding,  and  such  person  so 
claiming  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  tenant 
of  a  present  tenancy,  and  such  holding 
shall  be  subject  to  all  the  provisions  of 
the  said  Act  of  1881  with  regard  to 
present  tenancies,  provided  that  such 
person  has  not  sub*let  any  portion  of  his 
holding  without  the  consent  of  his  land- 
lord. 

Amendment  moved, 

In  page  4,  leave  out  from  (^'sublet*'}  in 
line  6  down  to  the  second  (<'he")  in  line  8  ; 
page  5,  Sab-section  (9.)t  line  Id,  after  (*^  hold- 
ing") add  (*'and  such  person  so  claiming 
iha]l  be  deemed  to  be  a  tenant  of  a  present 
tenancy,  and  such  holding  shall  be  subject 
to  ill  the  proyisions  of  the  siiid  Act  of  1881, 
with  regard  to  present  tenancies,  provided  that 
inch  person  has  not  sublet  any  portion  of  his 
holding  without  the  consent  of  his  landlord.") 
— (fAe  Earl  of  MUltown,) 

LoKD  ASHBOURNE  said,  he  felt 
bound  to  oppose  the  Amendment,  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  neither  fair  nor 
reasonable. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn, 

Lqed  CLONCURRY,  in   moving  to 

add  the  following    sub-section    to   the 

daose: — 

*'The  tenant  of  any  holding  held  under  a 
eootnust  of  tenancy  made  since  the  passing  of 
the  Landlord  and  Tenant  (Ireland)  Act,  1870, 
and  made  subject  to  Section  12  or  Section  15 
of  that  Act,  may  surrender  his  estate  in  the 
bolding,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this 
secti(ui/' 

Slid,  that  the  provision  would  only  apply 
to  a  small  number  of  tenants,  and  enable 
tiirai  to  give  back  the  land  to  the  owner 
vhen  they  found  that  they  could  not 
make  any  profitable  use  of  it.  He 
thought  it  was  a  subject  worthy  the 
eonsideration  of  the  Government  whe- 
ther, by  extending  this  clause  to  the 
diss  of  tenants  to  which  be  referred, 
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they  would  not  conduce  to   the  peaee 
and  order  of  the  country. 

Amendment  moved. 

In  page  5,  line  15,  after  ('*  holding  ")  insert — 
*'  (10.)  The  tenant  of  any  holding  held  under 
a  contract  of  tenancy,  made  since  the  passing 
of  the  Landlord  and  Tenant  (Ireland)  Act, 
1870,  and  made  subject  to  section  twelve  or 
section  fifteen  of  that  Act,  may  surrender  his 
estate  in  the  holding,  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  this  section."— (2%e  Lord  Cloneurry,) 

Earl  CADOQAN  said,  he  was  very 
unwilling  to  decline  any  Amendment 
proposed  by  his  noble  Friend,  but  he 
could  not  accept  the  proposal  which  had 
been  made  with  respect  to  this  particular 
clause.  If  his  noble  Friend  brought  up 
a  separate  clause  on  the  Report  stage 
the  Government  would  consider  it ;  but 
at  present,  he  regretted  to  say,  they 
must  oppose  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Oom- 
m\iieQ)'Withdrawn, 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Lord  Fitzgerald, 
the  following  Amendment  made  : — To 
add  the  following  section  at  the  end  of 
clause : — 

"Where  any  estate  in  land  is  surrendered 
under  this  section  all  sub-tenants  of  the  person 
surrendering  such  estate  shall  thereupon  be- 
come tenants  to  the  person  to  whom  such 
surrender  is  made  at  the  rents  and  subject  to 
the  conditions  of  their  sub-tenancies  under  the 
person  so  surrendering." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to* 

Amendment  moved,  to  insert  the 
following  new  clauses  in  page  5,  after 
Clause  5 : — 

<*  (6.)  During  the  continuance  of  a  statutory 
term  in  a  tenancy,  application  by  the  landlord 
to  authorize  the  resumption  of  a  holding,  or 
any  part  thereof,  by  him  for  some  purpose 
having  relation,  to  the  good  of  the  holding  or  of 
the  estate  shall  be  entertained  by  the  court,  the 
modification  in  Section  8,  Sub-section  3,  of  the 
Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1881,  notwith- 
standing. 

"(7.)  Where  the  rent  of  any  holding  has 
been  or  may  be  increased,  in  respect  of  capital 
laid  out  by  the  landlord  under  agreement  with 
the  tenant,  as  provided  by  Section  5  of  the 
Lajid  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1881,  the  rent  fixed 
by  such  agreement  shall  be  deemed  a  fair  rent 
during  the  term  specified  in  such  agreement, 
and  until  the  expiry  of  such  term  no  applica- 
tion for  the  alteration  of  such  rent  shall  be 
entertained  by  the  court,*' — (JA^  Duke  of 
Argyll,) 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said,  he  would 
admit  that  the  question  raised  by  the 
Amendment  was  one  of  considerable  im- 
portance;  but  he  would  suggest  that, 
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pending  the  careful  conBideration  of  it 
by  the  Lord  Privy  Seal  and  himself,  it 
mi^ht  not  he  pressed  in  the  meantime. 

The  Earl  of  MILLTOWN  said,  he 
supported  the  Amendment  in  the  inte- 
rest of  the  labourers,  for  whom  it  was 
difficult  to  procure  gardens  and  allot- 
ments near  villages  as  the  law  stood  at 
present. 

Lord  INOHIQUIN  said,  he  trusted 
the  Government  would  favourably  con- 
sider the  Amendment,  which  he  likewise 
regarded  as  afiEbrding  the  most  important 
means  of  providing  accommodation  for 
the  labourers. 

Thb  Dctke  of  ARGYLL  said,  that, 
while  unwilling  to  press  the  Amendment 
in  face  of  the  opposition  of  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  opposite,  he  hoped  the  Qco- 
vemment  would  further  consider  the 
point.  It  was  not  in  the  interest  of  the 
landlords  alone,  but  in  the  interest  of  all 
parties,  that  around  all  towns  and  cities 
in  Ireland,  as  elsewhere,  there  should 
be  ground  available  for  building  exten- 
sions. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved. 

After  Clause  5,  to  insert  as  a  new  clause — 
**  The  provisions  of  the  twenty- first  section  of 
the  Act  of  1881  with  regard  to  leases,  the 
acceptance  of  which  hy  tenants  was  procured 
by  threat  of  eviction  or  undue  influence,  shall 
apply  to  all  grants  in  perpetuity  executed  since 
the  first  day  of  January,  1869,  the  execution  of 
which  has  been  so  procured,  provided  that  ap- 
plication to  the  Court  be  made  within  six 
months  after  the  passing  of  this  Act.'' — {The 
JSarl  of  Milltown.) 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said,  he  hoped 
that  the  noble  Earl  would  withdraw  this 
clause.  He  (Lord  Ashbourne)  thought 
that,  imder  all  the  circumstances,  it 
would  be  desirable  not  to  complicate 
the  Bill  by  the  insertion  of  such  a 
clause. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

Clause  6  (Town  parks). 

Lord  INCHIQUIN,  in  moving  an 
Amendment  by  which  any  parcel  of 
land  let  as  accommodation  land,  and  not 
as  a  farm,  contiguous  to  any  villafi^e  or 
town,  should  be  deemed  to  constitute  a 
town  park,  and  not  a  present  tenancy, 
said,  that  his  object  was  similar  to  that 
which  the  noble  Duke  opposite  (the 
Duke  of  Argyll)  had  in  view  in  a  former 
Amendment  except  that  it  did  not  pro- 

Zord  Ashbourne 


vide  for  town  buildings'  extensions,  but 
almost  exclusively  for  allotments.  The 
Amendment  was  simply  to  enable  the 
landlords  to  let  any  land  as  accommoda- 
tion land  when  it  was  contiguous  to 
buildings,  villages,  and  towns. 

Amendment  movedy 

In  page  6,  line  20,  after  ("1881")  insert 
(<<and  any  parcel  of  land  which  has  been  or 
may  hereafter  be  let  as  accommodation  land, 
and  not  as  a  farm,  contiguous  to  any  village 
or  town,  shall  bo  deemed  to  constitute  a  *  town 
park  •  and  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  a  *  present 
tenancy  *  within  the  meaning  of  the  said  Act.") 
( The  Lord  Inehiquiti.) 

Thb  Earl  of  BELMORE  said,  he 
thought  that  if  town  parka  were  to  be 
abolished,  it  should  be  directly,  and  not 
by  a  side  wind.  The  clause  in  the  Bill 
did  not  alter  the  law  with  regard  to  town 
parks,  but  merely  defined  what  the  law 
was.  He  preferred  the  Amendment  of 
which  he  had  given  Notice,  and  which 
he  was  proceeding  to  read,  when 

The  chairman  of  COMMITTEES : 
We  are  now  considering  the  Amendment 
of  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Inchiquin). 

Lord  MACNAQHTEN  opposed  the 
Amendment. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE,  in  opposing^ 
the  Amendment  on  behalf  of  the  Go- 
vernment, said,  although  it  was  only 
intended  as  an  addition  to  the  clause, 
it  seemed  to  contradict  the  clause  itself, 
and  to  offer  an  absolutely  new  definition 
of  the  purpose  of  accommodation  land. 
It  was  also  an  absolutely  new  departure 
in  the  law  of  Ireland.  The  Govern- 
ment could  not  advise  the  Committee  to 
accept  it. 

On  Question?  Their  Lordships  (f/- 
rtrf^e?  .-—Contents  16;  Not-Contents  76  : 
Majority  60. 

Ameadment  disagreed  to. 

Amendment  moved,  to  leave  out  CI  aus6 
6,  and  insert  following  clause — 

*'  A  parcel  of  land  shall  not  be  deemed  to 
constitute  a  town  park  unless  it  is  or  has  been 
used  substantially  as  accommodation  land,  and 
is  in  other  respects  within  the  definition  of  the 
expression  '  town  park '  in  the  Land  Law 
(Ireland)  Act,  1881 :  Provided  always,  that  no 
parcel  of  land  shall  lose,  or  be  deemed  to  have 
lost,  its  character  of  a  town  park  by  reason  only 
that  the  psrson  in  occupation  of  the  same  shaU 
hare  ceased  after  he  became  tenant  thereof  to 
live  in  such  city  or  town,  or  the  suburbs  thereof, 
as  in  the  said  definition  mentioned,  or  by  reason 
of  the  holding  becoming  vested  by  succession, 
assignment,  bequest,  or  act  and  operation  of 
law  in  some  person  not  residing  in  such  city  or 
town,  or  the  suburbs  thereof.'* — [The  Emrl  of 
IStlmwre,) 
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The  Eabl  of  B£LM0RE  said,  that 
the  difficulty  sought  to  be  cured  was 
that  caused  by  the  words  '*  let  to  be 
used  "  in  the  clause  as  it  now  stood  in 
the  Bill.  Similar  words  had  been  used 
with  respect  to  grazing  farms  in  the 
Land  Act  of  1870;  and  the  Courts  had 
held  that  the  only  way  to  prove  such 
letting  was  by  the  production  of  an 
igreement  in  writing,  which,  in  the  case 
of  town  parks,  could  hardly  ever  be 
done.  As  regarded  the  latter  part  of 
the  Amendment,  it  had  been  recently 
reluctantly  decided  to  be  the  law,  by 
the  Head  Commissioners,  on  appeal,  at 
Omagh,  that  a  person  who  had  resided 
lo  a  town,  when  he  originally  took  a 
town  park,  could,  by  simply  going  to 
reside  in  the  country,  take  the  town  park 
with  him  out  of  the  definition  as  given 
in  the  Land  Act  of  1881,  in  breach  of 
the  intention  of  that  Act.  The  Amend- 
ment he  proposed  was  to  meet  that  state 
of  things. 

Eabl  CADOGAN  said,  he  could  not 
agree  to  accept  the  Amendment  of  the 
noble  Earl,  but  he  agreed  that  it  was  a 
very  serious  subject,  and  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  quite  willing  to  amend 
their  own  clause  in  order  to  meet  the 
views  of  the  noble  Ear],  and  he  would 
bring  up  a  new  clause  for  that  purpose 
on  Report. 

Tdb  Duke  of  ABERCORN  said,  he 
was  glad  that  the  Government  were 
going  to  consider  the  matter,  because  the 
rabject  of  town  parks  was  of  the  greatest 
importance  in  Ireland. 

Ths  Eabl  of  BELMORE  accepted 
the  noble  Earl's  (Earl  Cadogan's) 
offer. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

Clause  agrsed  to. 

Purchase  of  Land. 

Clanse  7  (Investment  of  guarantee 
deposit). 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  proposed  an 
Amendment  to  g^e  power  to  invest,  in 
addition  to  the  securities  mentioned  in 
the  Bill,  in  any  debentures  or  debenture 
stock  issued  under  the  Local  Loans  Act, 
1S75,  or  in  any  Corporation  or  township 
•tock,  of  any  Municipal  Corporation  or 
^ownship  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland 
Wied  under  the  authority  of  any  Act  of 
^•diament      That  would  give  wider 


powers  to  the  trustees  as  to  the  invest* 
ment  of  trust  moneys. 

Amendment  movedf 

In  page  5,  line  29,  after  {**  moneys  *')  insert 
C  or  in  any  debentures  or  debenture  stock 
issued  under  the  Local  Loans  Act,  1875,  or  in 
any  corporation  or  township  stock  of  any 
Municipal  Corporation  or  township  in  Groat 
Britain  or  Ireland  issued  under  the  authority  of 
any  Act  of  Parliament.'*)— (TA*  Lord  Castlc' 
town.) 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said,  he  had  no 
objection  provided  it  was  reasonably 
safe.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
noble  Lord  had  taken  advice  on  the 
subject;  but  he  should  be  glad  if  he 
would  communicate  with  him  between 
now  and  the  Beport. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee)  withdraun. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  moved,  as  an 

Amendment,  after  Clause  7  to  insert  tho 

following: — 

'*  The  Land  Commission  may  make  an  advance 
to  a  tenant  who  is  purchasing  his  holding  of 
the  whole  principal  sum  or  price  payable  by  the 
tenant,  without  requiring  the  repayment  of  the 
advance  to  be  secured  by  a  guarantee  dcpoeit, 
if  the  Land  Commission  arc  satisfied  that  tho 
security  is  reasonably  sufficient  without  such 
deposit.*' 

He  thought  it  was  a  perfectly  legitimate 
demand  to  ask  the  Government  to 
advance  the  whole  of  the  purchase- 
money  on  the  terms  provided  in  the  pro- 
posed clause,  as  the  owner  or  occupier 
might  have  all  his  capital  invested  in  the 
holding,  and  might  be  unable  to  deposit 
the  one-fifth  of  the  price  required  by  the 
Act  of  1885.  He  had  great  pleasure  in 
bearing  high  testimony  to  the  regular 
and  honourable  manner  in  which  loans 
were  paid  in  in&talments  by  Irish 
borrowers,  and  would  refer  to  Mr.  Henry 
Fowler,  late  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
who  had  declared  that  he  was  perfectly 
astonished  at  the  regularity  with  which 
the  loans  and  interest  had  been  paid, 
and  which  would  compare  favourably 
with  the  way  in  which  loans  were  paid 
in  any  other  portion  of  the  Empire. 
What  he  (Lord  Castletown)  proposed 
was  that  they  should  assent  to  the  whole 
loans  where  there  was  ample  security. 

Amendment  movedf 

In  page  5,  after  Clause  7,  insert  following 
clause; — **The  Land  Commission  may  make 
an  advance  to  a  tenant  who  is  purchasing  his 
holding  of  the  whole  principal  sum  or  price 
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payable  by  the  tenant,  without  requiring  the 
repayment  of  the  advance  to  be  secured  by  a 
guarantee  deposit,  if  the  Land  Commission  are 
satisfied  that  the  security  is  reasonably 
sufficient  without  such  deposit." — {The  Lord 
Ciutletoum,) 

The  Earl  of  BELMOEE  said,  it  had 
been  pointed  out  to  him  that  the  fact  of 
a  deposit  of  one-fifth  being  required  in 
all  oases  interfered  with  the  sale  of 
mortgaged  estates,  because  the  mort- 
gagees generally  wanted  their  money 
down.    He  supported  the  Amendment. 

Lord  A8HB0UENE  said,  he  was 
afraid  it  was  quite  impossible  to  accept 
the  Amendment.  In  the  Act  of  1885 
various  attempts  had  been  made  to  deal 
with  this  very  question,  and  great  diffi- 
culty was  felt  as  to  how  the  whole  of  the 
purchase-money  could  be  advanced  in 
safety.  It  was  thought  one-fifth  was 
required  as  security.  No  such  arrange- 
ment as  that  proposed  in  the  Amend- 
ment could  be  made  without  the  serious 
examination  of  it  by  the  Treasury. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

Clause  8  (Trust  funds  may  be  applied 
as  a  guarantee  deposit)  agreed  to. 

(mause  9  (Duty  of  Land  Commission 
with  respect  to  enforcement  of  arrears) 
agreed  to,  with  Amendments. 

Clause  10  (Expediting  proceedings  on 
sales)  agreed  to,  with  Amendments. 

Clause  11  (Oown  rents,  quit  rents, 
and  tithe  rent  charge). 

LoBD  MONTEAGLE,  in  moving  as  an 
Amendmenttoinsertafter  ''.quit  rent''  the 
words  "head  rent,"  said,  that  difficulties 
had  arisen  in  dealing  with  the  owners  of 
head  rents  in  many  instances,  and  he 
had  known  oases  where  the  sale  of  land 
had  been  stopped  through  the  owner  of 
the  head  rent  refusing  to  sell  on  any 
terms  whatever,  while,  in  other  cases, 
a  practically  prohibitive  price  had  been 
demanded,  which  came  to  the  same 
thing.  That  was  a  serious  matter,  de- 
serving the  attention  of  the  House  and 
the  Government;  and  he  thought  that 
something  ought  to  be  done  to  carry 
further  the  principle  they  had  adopted 
in  regard  to  that  question. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  7,  line  16, 
after  ('*  quit  rent  ")!insert  (**  head  rent.") 
— {The  Lord  JfonteagU.) 

LoBD  ASHBOUBNE  said,  that  that 
question  had  been  very  fully  considered  I 


and  discussed  in  connection  with  the 
Land  Purchase  Act  of  1885,  and  many 
representations  were  made  on  the  sub* 
ject.  The  people  who  were  not  owners 
of  head  rents  were  willing  that  they 
should  be  sub-divided ;  but  those  who 
owned  head  rents  objected  to  it  very 
much,  urging  that  it  would  enormously 
diminish  the  value  of  theb  property,  if, 
for  example,  a  head  rent  of  £100  or 
£200,  payable  at  present  by  one  per* 
son,  were  made  payable  by  a  large 
number  of  persons,  which  would  neces- 
sitate the  employment  of  an  agent  for 
the  purpose.  It  was,  therefore,  said 
that  it  would  be  unjust  to  fritter  away 
in  that  manner  the  property  of  the 
owners  of  head  rents  who  were  in  the 
possession  of  a  secure  income  without 
any  trouble  to  themselves.  Under  all 
the  circumstances,  although  he  quito 
recognized  and  sympathized  with  the 
object  in  view,  he  feared  it  was  not 
practicable  to  deal  with  the  matter  in 
the  way  now  suggested. 

The  Earl  of  BELMOEE  had  come 
to  the  conclusion,  having  given  a  good 
deal  of  attention  to  the  matter,  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  introduce  com- 
pulsory sale  of  head  rents  on  fair  terms. 

Earl  SPENCER  said,  he  feared  that 
as  long  as  those  head  rents  existed  it 
would  be  almost  impossible  to  get  a 
satisfactory  system  of  purchase  of  land 
by  the  occupier,  and  if  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Ashbourne) 
could  remove  that  particular  difficulty, 
much  would  be  done  to  facilitate  the 
working  of  such  a  system  in  Ireland. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Lord  Prtvy 
Seal  (Earl  Cadogan)  the  following 
Amendments  made: — ^In  lines  16,  18, 
and  24,  after  ("rent  charge")  insert 
(**  Land  Improvement  Charge  "), 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  proposed  an 
Amendment  for  the  purpose  of  provid- 
ing that  when  any  holding  sold  to  a 
tenant  under  the  Land  Law  (Ireland) 
Acts  was  subject  with  other  lands  to  any 
Crown  rent,  quit  rent,  tithe  rent  charge, 
drainage  charge,  *' terminable  annuity 
or  rent  charge,"  the  Land  Commission 
may  apportion  such  rent  or  charge  be- 
tween the  holding  and  the  other  land  in 
such  manner  as  seemed  to  them  equi- 
table. 
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Amendment  movedf 

In  page  7,  line  15,  leave  out  (**  or")  and  in 
same  line  after  ("drainage  charge")  insert 
("tcnninable  annuity  or  rent  charge.*') — The 
Lord  CastUUnon.) 

Lord  ASHBOUENE  said,  he  could 
not  accept  the  Amendment,  because  it 
would  interfere  with  private  rights.  He 
would,  however,  consider  the  matter, 
and  communicate  with  his  noble  Friend 
before  the  Eeport  stage. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Lord  Privy 
Seal  (Earl  Cadogan)  the  following 
Amendment  made: — In  line  26,  at  end 
of  line,  add  as  a  new  sub-section — 

'^  (3.)  No  such  apportionment  or  redemption 
ol  (>own  rent  shall  be  made  without  the  pre- 
vious consent  of  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  Revenues, 
and  no  such  apportionment  or  redemption  of 
tithe  rentcharge  payable  to  the  Land  Commis- 
lion,  or  of  Land  ImproTcment  Ohar^e  or  of 
drainage  charge  payable  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Poblic  Works,  shall  be  made  without  the  pre- 
rioos  consant  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury. 

**  For  the  purpose  of  this  section,  the  Com- 
mi^onera  of  the  Treasury  may  from  time  to 
time  make  rules  for  regulating  the  mode  of 
giving  consents,  and  the  terms  upon  which  con- 
tents shall  be  given.'* 

Amendment  moved,  to  add  at  end  of 
Clause  the  following  sub-section  : — 

"  The  Land  Commission  ma^,  if  they  think 
it  expedient,  order  the  redemption  of  any  head 
rent,  or  any  apportioned  part  thereof,  at  a  price 
to  be  fixed  by  arbitration  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided by  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation 
Acts.'' 

Lord  ASHB0X7ENE  said,  he  would 
consider  the  question,  with  the  object  of 
seeing  what  could  be  done  at  a  later 
stage,  and  must,  therefore,  ask  the  noble 
Lord  not  to  press  the  Amendment  on 
that  occasion. 

Lord  MONTEAGLE  said,  he  would 
not  press  his  Amendment  at  that  stage. 

Amendment  (bj  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) icithdrawn, 

Claase,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  12  (Limit  on  the  amount  of 
advance  by  the  Land  Commission) ;  and 
Clause  13  (Charging  order  for  securing 
repayment  of  an  advance),  separately 
agreed  to. 

Clause  14  (Priority  of  charge  fvr  ad- 
vance) struck  out  of  the  Bill. 


Clause  15  (Writ  of  possession)  agreed 
to. 

Clause  16  (Specific  performance). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Lord  Castle- 
town, the  folio  wing  Amendment  made : — 
In  page  8,  line  22,  after  (*'  when  ")  in- 
sert (**  either  before  or  after  the  passing 
of  this  Act''),  and  in  same  line  leave 
out  ("  is  ")  and  insert  ("  has  been"). 

The  Earl  of  MILLTOWN  proposed 
to  add  to  the  clause  words  providing 
that  when  the  Land  Commission  refuse 
to  sanction  a  sale  agreed  upon  by  the 
landlord  and  tenant,  they  shall,  upon 
the  application  of  either  landlord  or 
tenant,  state  the  grounds  upon  which 
such  refusal  is  based.  He  held  that  this 
was  only  reasonable  and  just,  and  that 
it  was  perfectly  monstrous  that  two  gen- 
tlemen should  be  allowed  to  upset  the 
working  of  the  Land  Purchase  Act  with- 
out giving  any  reason  whatever. 

Amendment  moved, 

In  page  8,  line  32,  after  ("Commission*') 
add — (''When  the  Land  Commission  refuse  to 
sanction  such  sale  as  aforesaid,  they  shall,  upon 
the  application  of  either  landlord  or  tenant, 
state  the  grounds  upon  which  such  refusal  is 
based.") -(rA<f  JSarl  of  MilUown.) 

LoBD  ASHBOUENE  said,  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  Government  to  accept 
the  Amendment. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

LoKD  MONTEAGLE,  in  moving  to 
insert  after  Clause  16  a  clause  providing 
that  upon  the  completion  of  any  sale 
under  the  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Acts,  or 
the  Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  Act, 
1885,  the  title  to  each  holding,  as  well 
as  deeds,  mortgages,  and  other  charges 
affecting  it,  should  be  recorded  in  the 
office  of  the  Land  Commission,  and  not 
in  the  Begistry  of  Deeds,  and  that  the 
Land  Commission  should  make  rules 
and  prescribe  forms  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  this  provision  into  effect,  con- 
tended that  it  was  in  the  interest  both 
of  those  who  were  to  be  the  purchasers 
and  of  the  vendor  that  the  security 
should  be  as  good  as  possible.  In  his 
opinion,  this  was  a  singularly  favourable 
opportunity  for  providing  machinery  for 
the  registering  of  land  which  was  pur- 
chased. 

Amendment  moved,  after  Clause  16, 
page  8,  insert  the  following  Clause : — 
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**(!.)  Upon  the  completion  of  any  sale  under 
the  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Acts,  or  the  Purchase 
of  Land  (Ireland)  Act,  1885,  the  title  to  each 
holding  shall  bo  recorded  in  the  office  of  the 
Land  Commission,  in  such  manner  and  form  as 
the  Land  Commission  shall  prescribe. 

"  (2.)  The  vesting  order  or  conveyance  trans- 
ferring such  holding  shall  not  be  registered  in 
the  Registry  of  Deeds,  but  in  lieu  thereof  a 
memorandum  stating  that  each  vesting  order  or 
conveyance  has  been  made  and  recorded,  shall 
be  lodged  by  the  Land  Commission  in  the 
Registry  of  Deeds,  and  shall  be  registered 
therein. 

**(3.)  From  and  after  the  recording  of  any 
such  title  to  a  holding  as  aforesaid,  the  opera- 
tion of  the  statutes  relating  to  the  Registry  of 
Deeds  in  Ireland  shall,  as  from  the  date  of  such 
recording  and  with  respect  to  any  subsequent 
dealings  with  such  liolding  by  way  of  transfer 
or  charge  or  otherwise  howsoever,  cease  to  be 
applicable  thereto. 

•*(4.)  All  transfers  and  mortgages  of  any 
holding  so  recorded,  and  all  charges,  incum- 
brances, bonds,  writings,  deeds,  and  things 
whatsoever  which  may  commence  to  afifect  such 
holdings  after  the  recording  of  the  title  thereto, 
shall  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  Land  Com- 
mission, and  shall  not  be  registered  either  in  the 
Registry  of  Deeds  or  in  the  Registry  of 
Judgments. 

^'  (o.)  All  such  transfers,  mortgages,  charges, 
incumbrances,  bonds,  writings,  deeds,  and 
things,  shall,  as  between  themselves,  take 
priority  according  to  the  date  at  which  they  are 
recorded. 

"(6.)  The  Land  Commission  shall  make  rules 
and  prescribe  forms  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
into  eflfect  the  provisions  of  this  section.'* — 
{The  Lord  Monteagle,) 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said,  he  hoped 
that  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  oppo- 
site (Lord  Ashbourne)  would  make  such 
arrangements  with  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners as  would  enable  them  to  register 
the  transfer  of  holdin gs,  so  that  in 
future  any  holding  could  be  easily  traced. 

LoBD  ASHBOURNE  said,  that  this 
was  a  matter  which  required  close  and 
nice  consideration,  on  account  of  the 
question  of  priorities  which  was  intro- 
duced bj  the  section.  He  could  not  in- 
terfere with  the  arrangements  of  the 
Land  Commissioners ;  but  he  would  con- 
sider the  question  and  would  apply  to 
those  upon  whom  it  was  sought  to  cast 
the  administration  of  this  matter.  Tho 
proposed  clause,  he  thought,  was  not 
workable. 

Lord  THRING  said,  he  thought  that 
it  was  desirable,  in  the  interest  of  both 
tenant  and  landlord,  that  there  should 
be  a  system  of  registry  of  title.  He 
could  not  see  that  there  was  tho  slightest 
difficulty  in  the  way. 

Lord  HERSCHELL  said,  he  did  not 
know  how  it  could  be  given  effect  to ; 


but  the  object  which  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Monteagle)  sought  to  obtain  by 
this  Amendment  was  one  of  the  utmost 
importance.  The  noble  and  learned 
Lord  (Lord  Ashbourne)  had  said  that 
he  would  obtain  the  opinion  of  the 
Land  Commission  upon  it;  and  he 
(Lord  Herschell)  would  admit  that  it 
was  necessary  that  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  opposite  should  consult  with  those 
whose  business  it  was  to  administer  the 
Act ;  but,  as  that  body  might  naturally 
see  with  an  exaggerating  eye  the  diffi- 
culties that  might  arise,  he  hoped  at  the 
same  time  that  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  would  exercise  his  own  independent 
judgment  in  the  matter. 

Lord  FITZGERALD  said,  that  a 
system  of  registration  must  be  compul- 
sory to  be  of  any  effect,  and  he  thought 
that  this  was  a  good  opportunity  for 
establishing  it. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Commit- 
tee) withdrawn, 

Appeals, 

Clause  17  (Provision  for  hearing  of 
appeals  under  the  Land  Act). 

Earl  SPENCER  said,  that  it  might 
be  convenient  if  he  made  some  general 
remarks  upon  the  clause  before  they 
came  to  the  Amendments  which  were 
upon  the  Paper.  The  Government  were 
strengthening  the  Appeal  Courts  of  the 
Land  Commission,  with  the  view,  pre- 
sumably, of  meeting  the  amount  of  work 
that  would  come  before  it  if  this  Bill 
became  law.  At  the  present  moment  he 
understood  that  the  arrears  pending  be- 
fore the  Commission  numbered  only 
3,000,  and  he  expected  that  the  Com- 
mission would  shortly  reduce  them.  He 
further  understood  that  a  certain  ar- 
rangement with  regard  to  three  months* 
notice  would  still  further  clear  the  list 
of  a  great  many  cases.  He  would  like 
to  hear  the  views  of  the  Government 
with  regard  to  this  matter.  He  thought 
that  the  clause  as  it  stood  left  a  great 
deal  too  much  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Irish  Government.  It  practically  left  it 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  constitute 
two  Courts  for  the  purpose  of  hearing 
appeals.  If  he  was  not  mistaken,  he 
believed  that  under  the  Act  of  1881  it 
was  necessary  that  tho  Courts  of  Appeal 
should  consist  of  three  persons,  ana  he 
imagined  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  now  that  the  Courts  should 
be  so  constituted.    In  his  opinion  the 
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Lord  Ideutenant  had  too  much  power 
thrown  upon  him.  Judges  of  the  High 
Court  could  be  introduced  for  the  pur- 
po6e  of  carrying  out  the  Act ;  and  if  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  were  given  the  powers 
which  it  was  proposed  to  confer  upon 
him,  he  might  even  make  one  of  them 
preside  over  the  Court.  He  did  not  sup- 
pose, however,  that  that  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government.  The  Court  had 
orij^nally  consisted  of  Mr.  Justice 
0*Hagan,  Mr.  Yemon  —  whose  death 
they  all  deplored,  and  who  had  done 
such  admirable  service — and  Mr.  Litton. 
Mr.  Litton  had  now  been  engaged  for 
many  years  as  one  of  the  Chief  Com- 
missioners, and  it  would  be  unfair  that 
he  should  be  liable  to  be  superseded 
in  the  Presidency  of  the  second  Court. 
With  his  gpreat  experience  and  legal 
knowledge  it  would  be  far  better  that 
he  should  preside  in  a  second  Court  of 
Appeal  than  that  even  a  Judge  of  the 
High  Court  should  do  so.  Then  thn 
clause  provided  that  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant might  nominate  a  County  Court 
Judge  to  be  a  member  of  the  Court  to 
hear  appeals.  There  wore  County  Court 
Judges  and  County  Court  Judges,  and 
it  would  bo  well  if  the  names  of  the 
County  Court  Judges  eligible  to  be  so 
nominated  were  put  into  the  Bill.  He 
reserved  his  right  to  move  Amendments 
to  this  clause  on  the  Eeport. 

LoBD  ASHBOURNE  said,  that  one 
of  the  complaints  about  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Land  Act  of  1881  had  been 
the  delay  in  the  hearing  of  appeals, 
which  was  often  as  long  as  three  years. 
There  were  now  as  many  as  3,000  or 
4,000  appeals  waiting  to  be  heard,  and, 
therefore,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
take  powers  in  this  Bill  for  constituting, 
if  necessary,  a  second  Court  of  Appeal 
to  expedite  their  hearing.  Mr.  Justice 
O'Hagan  would  naturally  preside  in  one 
Court,  and  the  Judge  of  the  High 
Court,  who  would  be  called  upon  to 
assist,  would  naturally  preside  over  the 
second,  and  would,  of  course,  take  pre- 
cedence of  Mr.  Litton.  With  regard  to 
the  County  Court  Judges,  he  could  not 
agree  that  it  would  bo  well  to  name 
taem  in  tho  Bill.  The  Bill  was  con- 
structed, not  on  the  basis  of  creating 
new  officers  at  great  expense,  or  to  pro- 
vide a  new  and  continuous  Appellate 
Division,  but  to  give  power  to  the  Exe- 
cutive, from  time  to  time,  to  make  the 
sppdntmenta  when  the  necessity  arose 


for  them.  He  thought  the  clause  was 
one  that  was  likely  to  work  fairly  and 
satisfactorily. 

Lord  HERSCHELL  asked,  whether 
a  County  Court  Judge  called  in  to  assist 
would  take  precedence  of  Mr.  Commis- 
sioner Litton  ? 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said,  he  had  not 
considered  that  delicate  point;  but  he 
felt  inclined  to  think  that  Mr.  Litton 
would  have  precedence  over  a  County 
Court  Judge. 

The  Earl  of  ERNE  proposed,  as  an 
Amendment,  that  the  additional  mem- 
bers of  the  Land  Commission  to  be  ap- 
pointed should  be  laymen,  and  not 
lawyers.  There  was,  he  thought,  an 
undue  proportion  of  lawyers  upon  it. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  stated 
that  they  did  not  propose  that  the  County 
Court  J.udges  selected  to  administer  the 
Act  should  be  County  Court  Judges  and 
Land  Commissioners  too.  Somebody 
else  would  be  appointed  for  the  time  to 
do  their  County  Court  work. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said,  he  would 
point  out  that  the  constitution  of  the 
Land  Commission  would  have  to  be  con- 
sidered in  August,  18S8  ;  and  if  they 
did  not  appoint  officials  who  had  already 
posts  which  gave  them  permanence  of 
tenure,  they  must  supply  their  places 
by  men  who  would  only  be  employed 
for  a  few  months.  That  was  not 
desirable.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
did  not  suggest  that  they  would  have 
permanent  work;  but  they  might  be 
occasionally  required  to  assist  in  the 
Commission  to  keep  down  arrears. 

Earl  CADOQAN  said,  he  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment.  The  Land  Com- 
mission would  by  effluxion  of  time  come 
to  an  end  next  year,  and  it  would  then 
have  to  be  reconstituted.  It  would  not 
be  well  to  anticipate  that  now. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  ERNE  moved  an  Amend- 
ment, with  the  object  of  excluding 
County  Court  Judges  from  service  upon 
the  divisions  of  the  Land  Commission 
to  be  hereafter  constituted.  He  did  not 
for  a  moment  doubt  the  capacity  of  the 
County  Court  Judges  to  fulfil  the  duties 
which  the  clause  would  impose  upon 
them,  but  he  thought  that  they  were  al- 
ready sufficiently  burdened  with  work. 

Viscount  DE  VESOI  supported  the 
Amendment. 
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The  Marquess  of  SALISbURY 
pointed  out  that  the  County  Court 
Judges  who  were  appointed  Land  Com- 
missioners would  not  have  to  discharge 
their  ordinary  duties,  some  other  official 
being  appointed  to  do  the  work.  Con- 
sequently, the  argument  that  they 
would  be  over-burdened  fell  to  the 
ground. 

LoBD  A8HB0UENE  said,  that  the 
tribunal  must  be  composed  somehow. 
The  precedent  followed  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  case  was  drawn  from  a  Bill 
drafted  three  years  ago,  when  Sir 
Georgo  Trevelyan  was  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland.  It  was  not  thought  de- 
sirable to  fill  the  tribunal  with  officials 
who  did  not  hold  permanent  appoint- 
ments. The  Land  Commission  must  be 
reconstituted  before  August,  1888,  and 
during  the  interval  it  would  be.  well  to 
tnke  advantage  of  the  services  of  men 
of  experience,  whose  tenure  of  office  was 
durable.  If  the  County  Court  Judges 
were  excluded  from  the  appellate  tri- 
bunal, it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  im- 
possible, to  find  other  permanent  officials 
equally  well  fitted  to  discharge  the  func- 
tions of  that  Court.  Besides,  they 
would  only  serve  in  case  their  assistance 
was  needed  to  keep  down  appeals. 

Earl  SPENCER  said,  he  still  main- 
tained that  it  would  be  much  better  to 
specify  accurately  the  constitution  of  the 
Court  in  the  Bill  than  to  leaviB  it  for 
settlement  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  He 
hoped  that  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
would  consent  to  name  the  County  Court 
Judges  who  would  be  appointed.  He 
also  thought  that  power  should  be  given 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  direct  any 
Judge  appointed  after  the  passing  of  the 
Act  to  sit,  if  necessary,  in  this  Court  of 
Appeal  on  land  cases. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  IB  (Remuneration  of  County 
Court  Judge). 

Clause  19  (Procedure  on  appeals). 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  (for  LorJ 
Sudeley),  in  moving  to  insert  words 
providing  that  tho  independent  valuer 
shall,  in  all  cases,  report  to  the  Com- 
missioners his  opinion  as  to  the  amount 
of  the  judicial  rent  of  the  holding,  and 
the  basis  on  which  he  has  arrived  at 
such  opinion  ;  and  shall  accompany  his 
Report  with  an  Ordnance  map  of  the 
holding,  and  a  statement  of  such  facts 


and  circumstances  as  may  be  required 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Land 
Commission  to  form  a  judgment  as  to 
the  subject-matter  of  such  Report ;  and, 
further,  that  the  appointment  of  valuers 
shall  be  vested  in  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
such  valuers  to  be  sworn  in  the  same 
manner  as  Judges  of  the  High  Court  of 
Justice  are  sworn,  said,  he  believed  that 
would  be  a  very  useful  provision,  and 
that  it  would  result  in  producing  a 
valuable  history  of  the  holding. 

Amendment  moved, 

To  add  at  the  end  of  clause — •*  Such  valuer 
shall  in  all  cases  report  to  the  Commissioners 
his  opinion  as  to  the  amount  of  the  judicial  rent 
of  the  holding,  and  the  basis  on  which  he  has 
arrived  at  such  opinion  ;  and  shall  accompany 
his  report  with  an  ordnance  map  of  the  hold- 
ing and  a  statement  of  such  facts  and  circum- 
stances as  may  be  required  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  Land  Commission  to  form  a  judg- 
ment as  to  the  subiect-matter  of  such  report. 
Every  such  report  shall  be  filed,  and  may  be 
inspected  by  the  parties,  a  reasonable  time  be- 
fore the  sitting  of  the  Land  Commission,  or 
the  Division  thereof  which  is  to  hear  the  ap- 
peal, or  re-hear  tho  case  to  which  such  report 
refers  ;  and  any  party  shall  be  entitled  to  an 
office  or  certified  copy  thereof  on  payment  of 
such  reasonable  charge  as  shall  be  prescribed. 

"  The  power  of  appointing  valuers  under  tho 
Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1881,  and  this  Act,  is 
hereby  vested  in  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  who 
shall,  on  the  requisition  of  the  Land  Commis- 
sion, exercise  the  same  ;  and  every  commis- 
sioner, sub-commissioner,  and  valuer  appointed 
after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  shall  be  sworn  in 
the  same  manner  as  judges  in  the  High  Court 
of  Justice  are  now  by  law  required  to  be 
sworn."— (I%e  Lord  Castletown.) 

EiRL  OADOGAN  eaid,  he  was  under 
the  impression  that  the  object  desired 
could  be  attained  by  rules;  but  he 
should  accept  the  Amendment  with  cer-> 
tain  alterations  as  to  phraseology,  which 
he  should  be  prepared  to  state  on  Be« 
port. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

ClausOi  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Bemieeion  of  Local  Rates. 

Clause  20  (Remission  of  local  rates). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Lord  Privy 
Seal  (Earl  Cadogan}  the  following 
Amendment  made : — 

"  (4.)  Where  any  poor  rate  is  remitted  under 
this  section  in  respect  of  land  let  at  a  rent,  the 
third  section  of  the  Act  of  the  Session  of 
the  sixth  and  seventh  years  of  the  reign  of  Her 
present  Majesty,  chapter  02,  shall  apply." 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Lord  Mont- 
EAOLE,  the  following  Amendment 
made :— 
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("  5.)  No  poor-rate  coUeoior  or  barony  oon- 
lUble  shall  be  reqaired  to  pav  tinder  his 
warrant  any  rate  or  cess  which  has  been  re- 
mitted by  an  order  nnder  this  section.*' 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Lord  FITZGEEALD  said,  that  at 
that  poiot  (11.30)  he  must  appeal  to  the 
noble  Marquess  at  the  head  of  the 
Oovemment  to  allow  the  further  con- 
dderation  of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  in 
Committee  to  be  now  adjourned. 

The  Marquess  op  SALISBURY 
said,  he  did  not  propose  that  they  should 
luTS  an  All-night  Sitting  on  their  Bill ; 
but  he  would  now  consent  to  report 
Progress,  and  desired  to  proceed  again 
with  the  discussion  in  Committee  to- 
morrow. With  regard  to  an  adjoum- 
ment  for  the  further  consideration  of  the 
BiU,  as  had  been  hinted  at  in  some 
quarters,  over  the  Whltsun  holidays,  he 
did  not  think  that,  if  such  an  adjoum- 
ment  took  place,  it  would  make  much 
difference.  This  Bill  depended  upon 
the  measure  in  the  other  House,  and  at 
present  the  sister  Bill  was  not  making 
much  progress.  They  did  not  propose 
to  send  this  Bill  to  the  other  House 
until  the  other  measure  was  safe  from 
its  dangers  there.  There  was  no  ab- 
solute pressure  for  their  speed. 

The  Eakl  of  MILLTOWN  said,  he 
hoped  the  noble  Marquess  would  see  his 
way  to  go  on  with  the  Bill  after  the 
holidays.  The  amended  clauses  were  of 
Tital  importance,  and  their  Lordships 
had  no  time  to  consider  Amendments. 
They  could  not  possibly  do  it  before  the 
holidays. 

Lord  FITZQEBALD  said,  he  had  a 
Tery  important  Amendment  to  propose 
on  Clause  21,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
render  the  Bankruptcy  Clauses  wholly 
nnneoessary. 

The  Mabquess  op  SALISBURY 
said,  that  if  their  Lordships  did  not  take 
the  Bill  up  to-morrow  its  consideration 
most  be  put  off  until  after  Whitsuntide. 
The  Lo^  Chancellor  of  Ireland  had 
bufiiiiess  to  transact  in  Ireland,  and 
Friday  w^s  the  only  other  day  con- 
▼sniently  at  their  disposal.  On  the 
whole,  therefore,  he  thought  it  would  be 
t)etter  to  go  on,  and  the  Bill  would  be 
put  down  for  to-morrow  (Tuesday), 
▼hen,  if  their  Lordships  should  still  be 
of  opinion  that  there  had  not  been 
SQflkient  opportunity  for  considering  the 
iaiportant  Clauses  21,  22,  and  23,  which 
foUowed  the  point  at  which  they  had 


adjourned,  the  Government  would  con- 
sent either  to  adjourn  the  further  pro- 
gress of  the  Bill  until  after  Whitsun,  or 
would  have  the  measure  re- committed  in 
regard  to  those  particular  clauses. 

House  resumed;  House  to  be  again 
in  Committee  To-morrow, 

JUBILEE  SERVICE  IN  WESTMINSTER 

ABBEY. 

Moved,  "That  a  Select  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  die- 
tribution  of  tickets  of  admission  to  be  given  to 
Peers  on  the  occasion  of  the  Jubilee  Thanks- 
giving Service  to  be  held  in  Westminster  Abbey 
on  2lst  June." — (The  Lord  Chamberlain.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  at  half  past  Eleven 
o'clock,  till  To-morrow,  a  quarter 

past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 
Monday ,  1 6th  May,  1887. 


MINUTES.]  —  Select  Committee  —  Forest 
School,  appointed. 

Supply — considered  in  Committee — Army  Esti- 
mates ;  Civil  Service  Estimates;  £3,830,300, 
on  Account— Class  I. — Public  Works  and 
Buildings;  Class  II.— Salaries  and  Ex- 
penses OF  Civil  Departments  ;  Class  III. 
— Law  and  Justice  ;  Class  IV. — Education, 
Science,  and  Art  ;  Class  V. — Foreign  and 
Colonial  Services  ;  Class  VI. — ^Non-Effec- 
tivb  and  Charitable  Services  ;  Class  VII. 
—Miscellaneous  ;  Revenue  Depariments 

Public  Bills  —  Ordered  —  First  Reading  — 
National  Debt  and  Local  Loans  •  [266]. 

First  Reading — Railway  and  Canal  TraflBc* 
[265j. 

Second  JReading—TTUBta  (Scotland)  Act  (1867) 
Amendment  [225];  East  India  Stock  Con- 
version* [263];  Parish  Allotments  Com- 
mittees [170],  debate  adjourned;  Open  Spaces 
(DubUn)  [80J. 

Provisional  Order  Bill  —  Third  Reading  — 
Pior  and  Harbour  *  [222],  and  passed, 

Q  UE8TI0N8. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALE8)-QUARTER  SESSIONS  AND 
ASSIZES. 

Mr.  SHIELEY  (Tortsbire,  W.E., 
Doncaster)  asked  Mr.  Attorney  General, 
Whether  he  will  take  steps  to  prevent 
ordinary  Quarter  Sessions  cases  from 
being  tried  at  the  Assizes ;  and,  if  he 
will  explain  on  what  principle  or  system 
coiinsei  are  selected  to  conduct  Treasury 
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prosecutions  at   Quarter  Sessions  and 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
BiOHABD  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight),  in 
reply,  said,  he  had  no  power  to  prevent 
ordinary  Sessions  cases  being  taken  at 
Assizes.  The  Government  intended  to 
introduce  a  Bill  on  the  subject ;  but  the 
present  state  of  Public  Business  made  it 
extremely  improbable  that  they  would 
be  able  to  do  so  at  an  early  date.  The 
selection  of  counsel  to  conduct  Treasury 
prosecutions  rested  with  the  Attorney 
General. 

BOARD  OP  NATIONAL  EDUCATION 
(IRELAND)— ANN  ADO  WN  NATIONAL 
SCHOOL,  CO.  DOWN. 

Mr.  KER(Down,  E.)  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  Whether  the  Board  of  National 
Education  (Ireland)  has  refused  to  ap- 
prove of  the  appointment  of  a  monitor 
for  the  Annadown  National  School, 
County  Down,  which  has  an  average 
attendance  for  the  last  year  far  in  ex- 
cess of  that  required  by  the  Rules  of  the 
Board,  and  that  the  master  has  generally 
between  40  and  60  pupils  to  attend  to 
without  any  assistance  ? 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  the  Board  of  National  Education 
stated  they  were  obliged  to  refuse  their 
sanction  to  this  appointment,  amongst 
others,  owing  to  the  temporary  excess 
of  pupils.  The  1  st  of  July  in  each  year 
was  the  day  fixed  for  sanctioning  new 
appointments  of  monitors.  Any  repre- 
sentation then  made  by  Inspectors 
would  be  fully  considered  by  the  Com- 
missioners. 

BOARD  OP  NATIONAL  EDUCATION 
(IRELAND)- AUGHIOGAN  NATIONAL 
SCHOOL,  CO.  TYRONE— THE  *«  WORK- 
MISTRESS." 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  If  ho  will  state 
the  grounds  upon  which  the  Board  of 
National  Education  made  an  Order, 
dated  1st  February,  1887,  altoriug  the 
status  of  the  workmistress  of  the  Aug- 
hiogan  National  School,  County  Tyrone, 
by  making  her  position  that  of  *^  tem- 
porary workmistress;"    and,    whether 

Mr.  Shirley 


the  average  attendance,  which  regulates 
the  status  of  such  teachers,  warranted 
the  alteration  referred  to  ? 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  King-Hakman) 
(Kent.  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  repHed) 
said,  it  appeared  that  the  manager  of 
this  school  appointed  a  female  tem- 
porary assistant,  and  afterwards  ap- 
pointed a  workmistress.  The  Board  of 
National  Education  could  not,  therefore, 
under  their  rules,  pay  the  salary  of  a 
workmistress  and  a  female  temporary 
assistant  at  the  same  time ;  but  to  meet 
the  case  they  decided  to  grant  a  salary 
to  a  temporary  female  assistant  if  the 
average  attendance  was  170  children, 
and  a  salary  of  workmistress  if  the 
average  attendance  reached  200  children. 

BOARD  OF  NATIONAL  EDUCATION 
(IRELAND)— MILLTOWN  NATIONAL 
SCHOOL,  CO.  TYRONE. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  If  it  is  usual  to 
compel  workmistresses,  who  have  been 
already  recognized  as  such  by  the  Board 
of  National  Education,  to  submit  to  re- 
examination in  certain  branches  of  the 
subject  which  they  teach,  and  upon  what 
grounds  the  Commissioners  of  Education 
have  ordered  a  further  examination  of 
Miss  Daly,  of  the  Milltown  National 
School,  County  Tyrone,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  her  appointment  has  been 
already  ratified  by  the  Education 
Board  ? 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  King-Habman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  it  was  not  usual,  except  in  special 
cases,  to  compel  workmistresses  to  be 
re-examined.  In  the  case  referred  to, 
the  Commissioners  of  National  Education 
reported  that  Miss  Daly  was  merely 
examined  in  one  branch  in  which  she 
had  not  previously  obtained  a  place  ia 
her  examination. 

TRAMWAYS      (IRELAND)— LINE      BE- 
TWEEN  SCHUI.L  AND  SKIBBEREEN. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  (Cork,  W.)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether 
it  is  a  fact  that  the  line  of  tramway  be- 
tween Schull  and  Skibbereen  has  become 
a  complete  failure,  owing  to  the  manner 
in  which  it  has  been  constructed  \  and, 
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whether,  oonBidering  the  fact  that  a  Go- 
femment  Engineer  has  certified  that  the 
line  has  heen  properly  made,  the  Trea- 
lorj  will  oome  to  the  relief  of  the  rate- 
payers, who  are  liable  for  the  money 
ad?anced  for  the  promotion  of  the 
scheme  ? 

The  8E0RETAEY  to  the  BOARD 
ofTBADE  (Baron  Hbnry  Dk  Worms) 
(Liferpool,  East  Toxteth)  (who  replied) 
said :  An  Inspecting  Officer  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  reported  that  the  SchuU  and 
Skihbereen  Tramway  and  Light  Bail- 
WSJ  was  fit  for  public  traffic ;  and  in 
September  last  a  certificate  to  this  effect 
was  issued,  the  speed  of  trains  being 
limited  to  a  low  rate  over  certain  parts 
of  the  line.  It  is  now  understood  that 
the  traffic  has  been  stopped,  owing  to 
the  failure  of  the  engines  employed. 
Bat,  in  consequence  of  representations 
made  by  20  ratepayers  of  the  district  to 
the  Board  of  Trade,  orders  have  been 
gifen  that  an  inquiry  shall  be  held,  at 
an  early  date,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  45th  section  of  the  Order  in  Council, 
which  authorized  the  construction  of  the 
tramway. 

ASYLUMS    (IRELAND)  —  MONAGHAN 
DISTRICT  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 

Mr.  p.  O'BRIEN  (Monaghan,  N.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
lieuteoant  of  Ireland,  Whether  he  is 
aware  that  Her  Majesty's  Inspectors  of 
Asylums  for  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  in 
their  Annual  Beport,  dated  March  9, 
1886,  of  the  Monaghan  District  Lunatic 
Aaylum,  state — 

*^  The  ccUiDgs  ia  many  parts  of  the  eatablish- 
■wnt  require  repair,  and  some  of  the  corridors  on 
the  gToond  would  be  improved  if  boarded,  as  the 
ffiaile  patients  undress  in  them  previous  to 
gDing  to  bed.  This  the  resident  physician  will 
uTe  attended  to  by  bringinp^  the  subject  before 
tile  Board  at  their  next  roeetin^^. 

"With  reference  to  watcrclosets  and  means 
of  personal  ablation,  much  improvement  is  re- 
<{Qtite  which,  I  think,  will  be  fully  carried  out 
Wore  the  existing  building  contract  will  have 
temunated;" 

vhether  the  dividing  walls  between  the 
nvvral  departments  are  not  carried  up 
to  the  roof,  as  is  required  in  all  public 
hsstitiitions  in  England,  as  a  check  on 
th«  spread  of  fire ;  whether  diphtheria 
has  recently  broken  out  in  the  asylum  ; 
whether  the  resident  medical  officer  and 
TidtiDg  Committee  have  froquontly 
itrged  the  Board  to  carry  out  the  lu- 
ipector's  recommendations;  whether  it 


is  a  fact  that  these  alterations  have  net 
yet  been  made ;  and,  will  he  take  steps 
to  compel  the  Board  of  Governors  to 
C3urry  out  the  Inspector's  recommenda- 
tions without  further  delay  ? 

The  PAELIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Habman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said  :  Arrangements  are  being  made  to 
have  the  necessary  improvements  carried 
out  at  the  Monaghan  District  Lunatic 
Asylum.  Diphtheria  has  not,  it  appears, 
recently  broken  out ;  and  one  of  the  In- 
spectors who  visited  the  asylum  towards 
the  end  of  last  March  found  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  patients  so  satisfactory 
that  only  four  out  of  the  entire  number 
of  485  were  confined  to  bed. 

ROADS    AND    BRIDGES    (IRELAND)— 
DERRY  BRIDGE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mb.  JUSTIN  MCCARTHY  (London- 
derry  City)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whe- 
ther the  Act  under  which  the  Derry 
Bridge  Commissioners  are  appointed 
gives  them  the  exclusive  right  of  ferry- 
age  across  the  River  Foyle,  at  Derry  ? 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kma-HARMAN) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  that  this  Question  related  to  the 
interpretation  of  an  Act  of  Parliament ; 
and,  therefore,  the  hon.  Member  would 
see  that  the  Irish  Government  could 
hardly  give  an  answer  to  it. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND)— MONAGHAN 
UNION— NOTICE  TO  GUARDIANS. 

Mr.  p.  O'BRIEN  (Monaghan,  N.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  he  is 
aware  that  Miss  Gertrude  Rose,  Mr. 
Dacre  Hamilton,  and  Colonel  Forster, 
landlords  within  the  Monaghan  Union, 
have  notified  the  Guardians  of  their  in- 
tention of  evicting  65  families,  their 
tenants,  forthwith;  whether  it  is  true 
that  two  large  wings  of  the  workhouse 
at  Monaghan  are  at  present  occupied  by 
the  Monaghan  Militia,  assembled  for 
their  annual  training ;  whether,  in  con- 
sequence, the  Guardians  will  be  unable 
to  provide  accommodation  for  these 
tenants  if  evicted ;  and,  whether,  under 
the  circumstances,  the  Government  will 
refuse  to  give  any  assistance  in  carrying 
out  these  evictions  until  the  Militia  are 
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disbanded,  and  the  Guardians  are  thus 
enabled  to  provide  shelter  for  them  ? 

The  PAELIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said :  It  appears  that  the  landlords 
named  have  served  the  relieving  officer 
with  notices  of  eviction  in  the  case  of  6  i 
families.  The  two  wings  of  the  work- 
house are  at  present  occupied  by  the 
Monaghan  Militia,  but  will  be  vacated 
by  them  on  the  28th  instant.  The 
Guardians  of  the  Union  report  that  there 
is  ample  accommodation  for  these  tenants 
in  the  workhouse,   independent  of  the 

gortions  temporarily  occupied  by  the 
[ilitia,  should  there  be  a  great  influx  of 
paupers  through  the  carrying  out  of  the 
evictions.  The  Guardians,  however,  do 
not  seem  to  anticipate  that  such  an  influx 
will  result  from  tne  evictions; 

LABOURERS'  ACTS  (IRELAND)— THE 

RETURN. 

Mr.  W.  J.  CORBET  (Wicklow,  E.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  When  the  Return 
showing  the  working  of  the  Labourers' 
Acts  (Ireland),  ordered  on  5th  April, 
1887,  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table  ? 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said :  The  information  required  for  this 
Return  is  being  obtained  from  the  Clerks 
of  Unions.  Some  of  the  clerks  have  not 
yet  supplied  it,  and  the  statement  of 
several  have  been  returned  for  explana- 
tion. It  is  not  possible  to  say  at  present 
when  the  Return  will  be  ready  to  lay 
upon  the  Table ;  but  no  time  shall  be 
lost  in  preparing  it. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT— CELEBRA- 
TION OF  THE  JUBILEE  YEAR  OF  HER 
MAJESTY'S  REIGN  —  HOLIDAY  IN 
ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

Me.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON(Shrop. 
shire,  Oswestry)  asked  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education,  Whether  he  will  consider  the 
propriety  of  permitting  that  when  the 
50th  anniversary  of  the  Accession  to  the 
Crown  of  Her  Gracious  Majesty  shall  be 
celebrated  in  any  elementary  schools  by 
a  whole  holiday,  the  scholars  shall,  in 
the  interest  of  the  teachers  and  of 
themselves,  have  credit  for  two  attend- 
ances, in  the  same  way  as  two  attend- 
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anres  are  credited  to  scholars  when  an 
elementary  school  is  used  for  election 
purposes  ? 

Thb  vice  PRESIDENT  (Sir  Wil- 
LTAM  Hart  Dyke)  (Kent,  Dartford) : 
The  two  attendances  to  which  my  hon. 
Friend  refers  are  credited  to  scholars  by 
a  special  provision  of  the  Code  to  meet 
the  case  of  a  compulsory  closing  of  a 
school  under  the  Ballot  Act ;  but,  glad 
as  I  should  be  to  pieet  the  wishes  of 
those  who  desire  to  celebrate  the  Jubilee 
in  the  way  suggested,  I  am  advised  that 
the  Department  have  no  power  in  the 
matter,  and  that  the  holiday  must  be 
given  under  the  usual  conditions. 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— JOSEPH  WATT, 
RELIEVING  OFFICER  OF  THE  BEL- 
FAST  UNION. 

Mr.  LEAHY  (Kildare,  S.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  If  he  is  aware  that  owing  to 
the  reported  drunkenness  and  neglect  of 
duty  of  Joseph  Watt,  one  of  the  relieving 
officers  of  the  Belfast  Union,  at  a  meet- 
ing held  on  the  drd  May,  1887,  tho 
Guardians  decided  and  directed  that 
Watt's  conduct  for  the  ensuing  week 
should  be  closely  watched  to  see  if  any 
improvement  would  set  in,  and  that  a*) 
the  result  Watt  was  drunk,  to  tho 
knowledge  of  several  officers  of  tlio 
Union  and  others,  and  did  not  attend 
to  the  Barrack  Street  Dispensary  for 
several  days;  is  he  aware  that  Watt's 
conduct  was  brought  home  to  the  know- 
ledge  of  a  large  Board  of  the  Guardians 
on  the  10th  May,  1887,  and  that  his  ser- 
vices are  still  retained  without  admoni- 
tion or  reproof ;  and,  what  action  docs 
the  Local  Government  Board  intend  to 
take  in  the  matter  ? 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  he  had  already  stated  twice,  lie 
thought,  in  reply  to  Questions  on  this 
subject,  that  this  relieving  officer  was 
obliged  to  retire  from  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  on  the  drd  instant  owing  to  ill- 
ness. The  Guardians  on  the  day  in 
question  did  not  give  any  instructions 
that  Watt  should  be  watched  to  ascer- 
taiu  whether  he  was  intoxicated.  His 
non-attendance,  reported  due  to  illness, 
was  confirmed  by  a  medical  certificate, 
which  was  laid  before  the  Guardians  at 
their  meeting  on  the  10th  instant.     The 
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Local  Government  Board  did  not  see  any 
ground  at  the  present  moment  for  action 
oa  their  part. 

PRISONS  (IRELAND)  —  ASSAULT  ON 
WARDER  M'CONNELL  IN  MOTJNTJOY 
PRISON. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY(Cork)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention 
baa  been  called  to  the  fact«  connected 
with  the  assault  committed  on  warder 
M'Oonnell  in  Mountjoy  Prison  on  the 
9th  instant  by  two  convicts ;  whether  it  is 
the  fact,  as  stated  in  the  public  Press, 
that  the  warder*s  life  was  saved  by  the 
intervention  of  another  convict  named 
Taosey,  who  interfered  to  protect  him ; 
and,  whether  it  is  proposed  to  recognize 
Tansey's  action  in  the  matter  by  the  re- 
mission of  his  sentence,  or  otherwise  ? 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
laid :  The  assault  committed  upon  three 
varders  on  the  occasion  referred  to 
forms  the  subject  of  an  inquiry  on  oath, 
which  has  been  adjourned,  owing  to  the 
life  of  one  of  the  warders  being  not  yet 
out  of  danger.  Pending  the  result  of 
this  inquiry,  the  Irish  Government  are 
naable  to  make  any  further  statement  in 
the  matter. 

THE  TRUCK  ACTS— VIOLATION  OF 
THEIR  PROVISIONS. 

Ma.  BARBOUR  (Paisley)  asked  the 
Lord  Advocate,  If  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  The  Pauley  Daily  Expresi  of  the 
iik  and  6th  instant,  in  which  are  alleged 
what  appear  to  be  breaches  of  the 
Tmck  Acts,  by  the  contractors  for  the 
improvement  of  the  River  Cart;  If  he 
has  taken  steps  to  ascertain  the  truth,  or 
otherwise,  of  these  statements ;  and,  if 
true,  what  steps  are  being  taken  for  the 
enforcement  of  the  law  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  for 
SCOTLAND  (Mr.  J.  P.  B.  Robertson) 
(Bate)  (who  replied)  said,  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate's attention  had  been  called  to  the 
matter,  and  an  inquiry  had  been  made. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  proceedings 
sach  as  those  to  which  the  Question  re- 
ferred constituted  a  distinct  breach  of 
the  Tmck  Acts  if  done  by  an  employer  to 
whose  business  the  Act  applied;  but 
the  work  in  question  did  not  fall  within 


the  present  limited  soope  of  the  Acts,  and 
it  was,  therefore,  impossible  to  inter** 
fere. 

POST   OFFICE  — PRIVATE   AND   OFFI- 
CIAL POST-CARDS. 

Mr.  RANKIN  (Herefordshire,  Leo« 
minster)  asked  the  Postmaster  Qeneral, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  an  issue  of  white  post  cards  supplied 
by  FuUford,  Printers,  at  King's  Cross, 
for  Q^d.  per  dozen;  and,  whether,  if 
such  a  price  is  remunerative,  he  will 
consider  the  question  of  reducing  the 
prices  of  the  post  cards  supplied  by  the 
Post  Office,  which  are  respectively  Id* 
and  %d.  per  dozen  for  the  yellow  and 
white  post  cards  ? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikes)  (Cambridge  University):  The 
cards  to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers 
are  not  those  issued  by  the  Post  OffiCv-^, 
but  are  private  post-cards,  allowed,  under 
certain  conditions,  to  be  stamped  at 
Somerset  House.  I  cannot  say  pre- 
cisely how  it  is  that  the  stationer  named 
undertakes  to  sell  these  cards  at  so  low 
a  price ;  but  possibly  it  may  be  because 
they  bear  an  advertisement.  As  has 
been  more  than  once  explained  to  the 
House,  the  Post  Office  is  not  at  present 
in  a  position  to  reduce  the  price  of  the 
official  post- cards.  I  extremely  regrdt 
to  say  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  con- 
tract has  yet  some  time  to  run. 

INLAND  REVENUE  DEPARTMENT- 
COLLECTIONS  AT  LIVERPOOL,  COL- 
CHESTER. AND  CORK. 

Mr.  DEAST  (Mayo,  W.)  asked  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  When  will 
appointments  be  made  to  collections  of 
Inland  Revenue  now  vacant  at  Liver- 
pool, Colchester,  and  Cork;  and,  will 
the  third  class  Collectors  of  Inland  Re- 
venue, whose  promotions  have  been 
deferred  by  the  non-filling  of  these 
vacancies,  be  compensated  for  their 
monetary  loss  in  not  receiving  their 
promotions  ? 

The  secretary  (Mr.  Jackson) 
(Leeds,  N.),  in  reply,  said,  that  appoint- 
ments had  been  made  to  collections  of 
Inland  Revenue  at  Liverpool,  Colchester, 
and  Cork.  The  third-class  Collectors  of 
Inland  Revenue,  whose  promotions  had 
been  deferred  by  the  non-filling  of  those 
vacancies,  will  not  be  compensated  for 
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their  moneUTj  loss  in   not  Teoeiying 
their  promotions. 

FKANCE— THE  PARIS  EXHIBITION  IN 

1889. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) 
asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  the  statement 
that  has  appeared  in  the  newspapers  is 
correct,  that  Her  Majesty's  Gbvemment 
has  declined  to  take  part  officially  in  the 
French  Exhibition  of  1889;  and,  whe- 
ther, if  the  statement  he  correct,  it  is 
intended  that  henceforward  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  shall  take  no  offi- 
cial part  in  any  Foreign  Exhibitions,  or 
that  there  are  special  grounds  for  the 
refusal  in  this  particular  case  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  (Sir  James  Fergcsson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  I  informed  the  House  last 
Thursday  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment has  declined  to  take  part  officially 
in  the  French  Exhibition  of  1889.  No 
such  inference  as  the  hon.  Member  sug- 
gests is  to  be  drawn  from  that  fact.  In 
the  present  case,  the  date  of  the  pro- 
posed Exhibition  has  been  fixed  so  as  to 
synchronize  with  the  Centenary  of,  and 
to  commemorate,  the  French  Revolution. 
It  does  not  appear  to  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment appropriate  to  join  officially  in 
celebrating  political  events  in  a  foreign 
country,  where  differences  of  opinion 
exist  regarding  them. 

ADMIRALTY— POLICE   FINE  ON  A 
NAVAL  LIEUTENANT. 

Mr.  CUNNINGHAME  GRAHAM 
(Lanark,  N.W.)  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  If  the  attention  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  has  been 
directed  to  the  fact  that  a  Naval  Lieu- 
tenant has  been  fined  in  a  Portsmouth 
Police  Court  for  a  common  assault ;  and, 
what  steps  Her  Majesty's  Government 
propose  to  take  in  the  matter  ? 

Tub  FIRST  LORD  (Lord  George 
Hamilton)  (Middlesex,  Ealiog) :  A  Na- 
val Lieutenant  has  been  fined  for  a  com- 
mon assault.  It  appears  that  when  out 
riding  he  came  into  collision  with  a  cart, 
and  in  a  moment  of  irritation  hit  the 
driver  with  his  riding  whip.  The  officer 
apologized  for  the  transaction,  and  has 
been  fined;  and  the  Commander-in-Chief 
has  expressed  his  disapproval  of  his  con- 
duct. I  do  not  propose  to  take  any  fur- 
ther action  in  the  matter. 


ARMY    (ORDNANCE    DEPARTMENT)- 
CAPTAIN   HORTON,    INSPECTOR   OF     | 
SADDLERY  AT  WOOLWICH. 

Gou»EL  HUGHES  •  HAIjLETT 
(Rochester)  asked  the  Surveyor  General 
of  the  Ordnance,  Whether  Captain  Hor- 
ton.  Biding  Master  of  the  41&  Dragoon 
Qoaids,  who  has  just  been  appointed 
Inspector  of  Saddlery  at  Woolwich,  is 
still  on  the  active  list  of  his  regiment ; 
and,  whether,  as  his  service  is  only  26 
years,  315  days,  or  thereabouts,  he  is 
entitled,  under  Article  92  of  Royal  War- 
rant of  31st  December,  1886,  to  retire- 
ment and  full  pension  of  his  rank,  having 
attained  neither  the  required  age  nor 
length  of  service  ? 

Thb  surveyor  QENERAIi  (Mr. 
Northoote)  (Exeter):  Captain  Horton 
is  at  present  temporarily  employed  as 
Inspector  of  Saddlery,  and  is  still  on  tiie 
active  list  of  his  regiment.  Captain 
Horton  will  be  entitled  to  retire  on  the 
pension  earned  by  20  years'  service  in 
November  next. 

TITHES-DISTRAINT  FOR  NON-PAY- 
MENT,   8HINF0RD,  BERKS. 

Sm  THOMAS  GROVE  (Wilts,  WU- 
ton)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact,  as 
reported  in  Th4  3fark  Lan$  Exprui  of 
9th  May,  that  a  distraint  for  tithes  was 
carried  out,  on  Monday  2nd  instant,  at 
Shinford,  Berks,  by  order  of  the  Dean 
and  Chapter  of  Hereford,  on  property 
belonging  to  the  Reverend  B.  Boay,  of 
Eldon  House,  Reading,  and  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  large  cattle  fair  being 
held  on  the  same  day  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood,  a  rick  of  hay,  valued  at 
£70,  was  sold  for  £51,  to  the  great  loss 
of  Mr.  Body ;  whether  it  is  lawful  to 
distrain  for  tithe,  as  in  this  case,  on  the 
Monday,  the  notice  for  such  distraint 
having  only  been  given,  by  advertise- 
ment in  the  local  newspapers,  on  the 
Saturday  previous;  and,  whether,  the 
notice  being  one  only  of  one  day,  the 
distraint  is  invalid  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Stuart-Wobtlby)  (Shef- 
field,  Hallam)  (who  replied)  said :  The 
Secretary  of  State  is  in  communication 
with  the  Dean  and  Chapter  as  to  the 
facts  quoted ;  but  as  yet  there  has  not 
been  time  to  receive  a  reply.  The  Se- 
cretary of  State  must  dectino  to  give  an 
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opinion  as  to  the  legality  of  the  pro- 
ceedinga.  If  the  person  distrained  upon 
feels  aggrieved,  he  has  his  remedy  at 
law. 

CELEBRATION  OF  THE  JUBILEE  YEAR 
OF  HEH  MAJESTY'S  REIGN-H.R.H. 
THE  DUKE  OF  EDINBURGH. 

Sea  JOHN  SWINBURNE  (Stafford- 
sliire,  Lichfield)  asked  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  Whether,  in  pursuance 
of  the  arrangements  made  in  respect  of 
His  Kojal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Con- 
natight,  it  is  also  contemplated  that  His 
Eojal  Highness  the  Commander  in  Chief 
of  tbe  Mediterranean  Fleet,  the  Duke 
of  Edinburgh,  shall  receive  leave  of 
absence  from  his  post  in  order  to  be 
present  at  Her  Majesty's  Jubilee ;  whe- 
ther there  is  any  precedent  for  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  this  Fleet  being 
allowed  to  come  on  leave ;  whether  any 
steps  will  be  taken  to  show  the  excep- 
tional nature  of  the  proposed  action  in 
this  case ;  and,  for  how  long  a  period 
lea?e  will  be  granted  ? 

The  first  LORD  (Lord  Georoe 
Hamilton)  (Middlesex,  Ealing) :  I  have 
gi?en  leave  to  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Dake  of  Edinburgh  to  come  home  and 
be  present  at  Her  Majesty's  Jubilee,  and 
arrangements  have  been  made  to  carry 
out  that  object.  The  arrangement  is  in 
accordance  with  precedent ;  and  the  ex- 
ceptional nature  of  the  occasion  so 
speaks  for  itself  as  to  render  it  unneces- 
sary to  issue  any  special  order  on  the 
BQbject.  The  Duke  will  be  absent  from 
his  command  about  10  days. 

Mr.  LAJBOUCHERE  (Northampton): 
Will  the  noble  Lord  be  kind  enough  to 
«y  whether  the  Duke's  pay  and  emolu- 
ZQsnts  are  to  g^  on  ? 

LoBD  aEOBGE  HAMILTON :  No. 

AWT  (AUXILIARY  FORCES) -RETIRED 
SERGEANTS  OF  VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  EADCLIFFE  COOKE  (Newing- 
^f  W.)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  Whether  it  is  intended  that 
Bergeants  of  Volunteers,  if  recommended 
by  their  Commanding  Officers,  should, 
on  retirement  after  10  years'  service,  be 
P^nnitted  to  retain  their  rank  and  wear 
their  uniform ;  and,  if  so,  when  an  official 
wpmnnicaUon  to  this  effect  will  be  made 
to  officers  commanding  Volunteer  Corps  ? 

Thr  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
B.Suhhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Homcastle): 
There  will  appear  in  the  new  edition  of  I 


Volunteer  Regulations,  which  is  now 
being  printed,  a  Rule  authorizing  6er« 
geants  of  Volunteers  retiring  after  10 
years'  service,  if  specially  recommended 
by  their  Commanding  Officers,  to  retain 
their  rank  and  wear  their  sergeants' 
uniform,  with  the  distinguishing  badge 
which  denotes  honorary  members  of  the 
Force. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)— MIS- 
CARRIAGE OF  SUMMONSES. 

Ala.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork)  (for 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonde)  (Dublin  Co.,  S.) 
asked  the  Postmaster  General,  How  it 
came  about  that  all  the  summonses  to 
witnesses  for  the  defence  in  the  recent 
case  between  Mr.  Hazley,  the  Postmaster 
of  Blackrock,  and  Mr.  Little,  which  were 
detained  in  the  Blackrock  Post  Office, 
managed  to  slip  into  the  same  news- 
paper; and,  if  the  newspaper  was  de- 
livered in  the  ordinary  course  of  post ; 
and,  if  so,  what  is  the  explanation  of  the 
mistake  not  being  discovered  in  time  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikes)  (Cambridge  University) :  In 
answer  to  the  hon.  Baronet's  farther 
Question,  I  have  to  explain  that  all  the 
subpoenas  were  in  one  envelope.  The 
newspaper  into  which  the  letter  contain* 
ing  them  slipped  was  delivered  at  its 
address  in  the  ordinary  course  on  the 
14  th  of  April.  The  letter,  however,  was 
not  given  back  from  that  address  till  the 
16th. 

EGYPT  —  THE    NEGOTIATIONS  — 
EVACUATION  BY  THE  BRITLSH. 

Mb.  W.  REDMOND  (Fermanagh, 
N.)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  it  is  true 
that  an  agreement  has  been  oome  to 
with  the  Porte  as  to  the  date  of  the 
evacuation  of  Egypt  by  the  British  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  I  can  give  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber no  other  answer  than  that  which  I 
gave  him  on  Friday,  when  he  asked  the 
same  Question  without  Notice. 

WAR  OFFICE -SKILLED  AND  ORDINARY 
WORKMEN  AT  ENFIELD. 

Colonel  HUGHES- HALLETT 
(Rochester)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
ibr  War,  The  number  of  skilled  workmen 
employed  at  Enfield,  as  compared  with 
the  number  of  ordinary  labourers,  and 
the  relative  wages  received  by  each  class  ? 
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The  surveyor  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Nobthoote)  (Exeter)  (who  replied)  said  : 
There  are  1,284  skilled  workmen  em- 
ployed at  the  Rojal  Small  Arms  Factory 
at  Enfield,  as  compared  with  803  ordi- 
nary labourers.  The  wages  of  the  former 
vary  from  b^d.  to  It.  per  hour ;  those  of 
the  latter  from  4id.  to  9d, 

POOR  LAW  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES)— 
SALARIES  OF  POOR  LAW  OFriCERS. 

Mb.  WADDY  (Lincolnshire,  Brigg) 
asked  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  Whether  medical  and  other 
officers  appointed  by  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians  are  officers  for  life,  and  whether  the 
salaries  paid  to  them  annually  are  un- 
alterable, except  with  the  consent  of  such 
officers,  however  greatly  their  duties  may 
be  diminished ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  in 
consequence  of  the  great  decrease  in  the 
number  of  paupers  (amounting  in  some 
cases  to  about  one-half)  during  the  last 
few  years,  many  of  those  officers  are  now 
receiving  salaries  out  of  all  proportion  to 
the  duties  they  have  to  perform;  and, 
whether  he  would  be  willing  to  suggest 
that  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Oivil 
Service  should  extend  their  inquiries  to 
the  question  of  the  Salaries  of  Poor  Law 
Officers ;  or  whether  he  will,  by  a  clause 
in  the  forthcoming  County  Government 
Bill  or  by  some  other  means,  empower 
Boards  of  Guardians  to  regulate  the 
salaries  of  their  officers  according  to  the 
duties  required  of  them  ? 

The  president  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  District 
medical  officers  and  relieving  officers  are, 
speaking  generally,  appointed  for  life, 
subject,  of  course,  to  the  proper  per- 
formance of  their  duties,  and  their 
salaries  cannot  be  reduced  without  their 
consent.  It  is  not  the  case  that  there 
has  been,  on  the  whole,  ^'a  great  de- 
crease in  the  number  of  paupers  during 
the  last  few  years,"  although,  no  doubt, 
in  particular  instances  this  has  been  so. 
Neither  is  it  the  case,  in  my  opinion,  that 
many  of  these  officers  are  receiving 
salaries  ''out  of  proportion  "  to  the  duties 
they  have  to  perform.  I  could  not  under- 
take to  suggest  that  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion on  the  Civil  Service  should  extend 
their  inquiries  to  the  salaries  of  Poor 
Law  officers,  as  this  would  be  entirely 
beyond  the  scope  of  their  labours ;  but 
the  question  of  the  powers  which  should 
be  possessed  by  Boards  of  Guardians 
with  respect  to  their  officers  will  receive 


consideration   in   connection  with  the 
Couniy  Government  Bill. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— THE  TELE- 
GRAPH  OFFICE,  DUBLIN. 

Me.  M'CARTAN  (Down,  S.)  asked 
the  Postmaster  General,  Whether  he  is 
aware  that  five  first-class  appointments 
in  the  Telegraph  Office,  Dublin,  which 
were  sanctioned  by  the  Treasury  several 
months  ago,  have  not  yet  been  made ; 
whether  four  similar  appointments, 
caused  by  vacancies  in  same  office,  have 
yet  been  carried  out;  and,  whether, 
considering  the  delay  in  declaring  the 
appointments,  the  clerks  promoted  will 
receive  '*  back  pay  "  from  the  date  on 
which  the  appointments  were  sanctioned 
by  the  Treasury  ? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikes)  (Cambridge  University) :  I  am 
aware  that  the  appointments  to  whicli 
the  hon.  Member  refers  have  not  yet 
been  filled;  but  I  hope  now  to  be 
able  to  fill  them  shortly.  Whether  the 
persons  upon  whom  they  may  be  con- 
ferred can  be  allowed  to  draw  the  salaries 
of  their  new  posts  from  a  date  anterior 
to  that  on  which  they  enter  on  the  duties 
shall  be  considered. 

SITTINGS  AND  ADJOURNMENT  OF  THE 
HOUSE— THE  WHITSUNTIDE  RECESS. 

Mr.  ESSLEMONT  (Aberdeen,  E.) 
asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
Whether,  in  consideration  of  the  short- 
ness of  the  Recess  at  Easter,  the  Go- 
vernment will  inform  the  House  as  to 
the  date  and  probable  duration  of  the 
adjournment  at  Whitsuntide  ? 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster) :  Sir,  the 
Government  have  felt  some  hesitation 
in  deciding  on  the  proposals  to  be  made 
to  the  House  as  to  a  Whitsuntide  Re« 
cess,  as,  although  the  holiday  at  Easter 
was  a  very  short  one,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  condition  of  Publio 
Business,  taken  alone,  would  not  war- 
rant the  Government  in  proposing  a 
long  adjournment  next  week ;  but  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  the  House  has 
been  sitting  almost  without  a  break  for 
nearly  four  months,  and  the  physical 
exhaustion  which  incessant  and  pro* 
longed  attendance  has  produced,  not 
only  in  Members,  but  in  the  officers  of 
the  House,  we  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  will  probably  conduce  to 


65 


Lau)  and 


{May  16,  1887} 


Justice, 


66 


the  better  conduct  of  Business  il  we  ad- 
journ on  Tuesday  afternoon,  the  24th, 
after  a  Morning  Sitting,  until  Monday, 
the  6di  of  June ;  and  I  may  yenture  to 
express  the  confident  hope  that  before 
ike  adjournment  substantial  progress 
will  be  made  with  the  urgent  Business 
wbich  is,  or  will  be  brought,  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House. 

Me.  JOHN  MOELEY  (Newcastle- 
on-Tyne)  asked  whether  the  Criminal 
Law  Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill  would 
be  taken  next  week  ? 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  prefer  to 
mention  that  somewhat  later. 

CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND-CONVOCATION 
OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  CANTERBURY. 

Mr.  E.  HOBERTSON  (Dundee)  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  If  his  at- 
toodon  has  been  called  to  the  following 
Resolatioii,  said  to  have  been  unani- 
mously passed  by  the  Upper  House  of 
CoQfocation  of  the  Province  of  Canter- 
bury, and  to  the  debate  thereon,  re- 
ported mITie  Times  of  the  11th  May— 

"That  the  President  be  requested  to  apply 
lor  the  assentiog  license  of  the  Crown  for 
Butking  a  canon  to  enlarge  and  re-arrange  the 
representation  of  the  clergy  of  the  Province  of 
Ctnterbury  in  Convocation,  in  conformity  with 
the  annexed  table.  The  tabic  is  to  consist  of 
foor  columns,  detailing  respectively  the  dio- 
c«aei,  Uie  archdeaconries,  the  number  of  proc- 
tors at  present,  and  the  number  proposed," 

and  to  the  statement  of  the  proposer  of 
the  Besolution  that  it — 

"  Was  adopted  in  order  to  avoid  the  inter- 
ference of  a  secular  Parliament ;  " 

vhether  it  is  true,as  stated  in  the  course 
of  debate,  that  there  is  no  precedent  for 
the  course  proposed ;  and,  whether  Qt)- 
vemment,  before  granting  the  applica- 
tion, or  assenting  to  any  other  course 
ealcuUted  or  intended  to  impair  or  ques- 
tion the  supremacy  of  Parliament,  will 
give  this  House  an  opportunity  of  con- 
siderincr  the  subject  ? 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Sxith)  (Strand,  Westminster) :  1  have 
had  my  attention  called  to  the  Resolu- 
tion to  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber refers ;  but,  up  to  the  present  time, 
no  application  of  the  nature  involved  in 
the  proposition  referred  to  has  been 
made  to  the  Grown.  If  it  is  made,  it 
viE  receive  the  serious  consideration  of 
fier  Majesty's  Government;  and  no 
coarse  will  be  taken  by  the  Government 
whidi    will    impair   or  question   the 
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authority  of  Parliament,  as  defined  and 
laid  down  by  Statute. 

PUBLIC  BUSINESS-THE  OATHS  BILL. 

Mb.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON  (Shrop- 
shire, Oswestry)  asked  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  What  course  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  take  in  respect  to  a  Bill 
to  amend  the  Law  as  to  Oaths  now 
standing  for  second  reading ;  and,  whe- 
ther the  objects  proposed  to  be  attained 
under  the  said  Bill  are  not  already,  to  a 
great  extent,  provided  for  by  Statute  ? 

Tub  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster)  :  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  without  denying 
that  there  are  points  in  the  Oaths  Bill 
which  deserve  the  consideration  of  Par- 
liament, are  unable  to  concur  with  the 
Bill  in  its  present  form.  The  objects 
proposed  to  be  obtained  in  the  Bill  intro- 
duced are,  to  a  great  extent,  provided 
by  the  Evidence  Amendment  Act,  1869, 
which  enables  a  witness  who  objects  to 
take  the  oath,  or  a  person  upon  whose 
conscience  the  oath  is  not  binding,  to 
give  evidence,  after  making  a  declara- 
tion in  the  words  stated  in  the  Statute. 
So  far  as  witnesses  are  concerned,  there 
is  no  necessity,  as  the  Government  are 
advised,  for  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton) 
asked,  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  aware  that  the  Act  of  1869  did 
not  apply  to  jurors  at  all ;  that  many 
jurors  were  escaping  from  duty,  rightly 
or  wrongly,  by  professing  to  be  persons 
without  religious  belief;  that  the  Act  of 
1869  did  not  affect  any  case  in  which  bar- 
risters, solicitors,  magistrates,  or  other 
persons  were  required  to  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance,  or  any  of  the  cases  of  pro- 
missory oaths  in  any  of  these  classes. 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  am  not  able 
to  answer  the  hon.  Gentleman  on  a 
question  of  law.  If  he  desires  to  have 
an  answer  given  perhaps  he  will  be  so 
good  as  to  put  the  Question  on  the 
IPaner 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH  said,  his  only 
object  was  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  to  these 
classes.    He  did  not  desire  an  answer, 

LAW  AND  JUSTICK-THEFLINTSHrilE 
MAGISTRACY. 

Mr.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Westmeath,  S.) 
(for  Sir  Thomas  Esmonds)  (Dublin  Co., 
S.)  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
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If  the  Lord  Chancellor  will  communioate 
with  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Flintshire, 
with  a  view  to  ascertaining  whether  there 
are  any  Nonconformists  in  the  county 
qualified  for  the  magistracy;  and,  if  it 
be  found  upon  inquiry  that  there  are, 
whether  the  Lord  Chancellor  will  cause 
the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  to  place 
thorn  upon  the  Bench  ? 

Ur.  OSBORNE  MOEQ an  (Denbigh- 
shire, E.)  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, whether  he  was  aware  that  the 
Members  for  the  county  and  borough  of 
Flint,  one  of  whom  is  a  Nonconformist, 
are  qualified  to  act,  and,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  do  act,  as  magistrates  for  counties 
other  than  the  County  of  Flint,  and 
whether  there  is  any  valid  reason  for 
their  exclusion  from  the  Bench  of  the 
county  which  they  represent  in  Parlia- 
ment? 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster).,  in  reply, 
said,  ho  was  not  aware  of  the  facts 
which  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman had  stated,  as  he  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  was  not  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  List  of  the  Magistracy  of 
the  United  Kingdom.  As  to  the  Ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  Baronet,  the  Lord 
Chancellor  saw  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Flintshire  had 
arranged  to  recommend  those  Gentle- 
men whom  he  considered  to  be  most 
suited  to  the  Magisterial  Bench  in  each 
district,  having  regard  to  all  V\e  circum- 
stances of  each  case ;  and  he  was  not 
aware  that  any  circumstances  had  arisen 
which  called  for  his  interference. 

SOUTH  AFRICA-ZULULAND. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND  (Fermanagh, 
N.) :  May  I  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  Whether  it  is  frue,  as 
stated  in  several  newspapers,  that  the 
British  Government  have  annexed  Zulu- 
land  to  the  Crown ;  and,  if  that  is  so, 
whether  this  has  been  done  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Zulu  nation  ;  and,  also, 
whether  it  is  customary  or  right,  in  the 
case  of  such  vast  territories,  to  annex 
them  without  the  consent  of  Parlia- 
ment? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
HsKaT  Holland)  (Hampstead) :  I  can 
but  refer  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  the 
answer  which  I  gave  a  few  nights  ago, 
in  which  I  stated  that  Sovereignty  had 
been  proclaimed  over  Zululand,  and  that 
the  Zulus  had  assented. 
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Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton)  : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  state  what 
steps  were  taken  to  discover  the  views  of 
the  Zulus  ? 

Sir  henry  HOLLAND :  Steps  were 
taken  by  informing  the  Zulus  what  was 
going  to  be  done. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE :  I  would  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  whether 
he  will  give  the  House  an  early  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  its  opinion  upon  this 
most  important  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment? 

The  FIRST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster):  There 
will,  I  think,  be  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing an  opinion  on  the  Colonial  Vote. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  When? 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  That  depends  on 
the  progress  of  Public  Business. 

RAILWAY  RATES  BILL. 
In    reply    to    Mr.    Hbneaqe   (Great 
Grimsby), 

The  secretary  to  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Baron  Henry  De  Worms) 
(Liverpool,  East  Toxteth)  said,  that  this 
Bill  would  be  reprinted,  and  would  be 
in  the  hands  of  Members  shortly. 

CUSTOMS  AND  INLAND  REVENUEBILL. 
In  reply  to  Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.), 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster)  said,  he  hoped  the  Bill 
would  be  reached  to-night.  If  not 
reached  to-night,  he  was  not  able  to  say 
when  it  would  be  taken. 

ORDERS    OF    THE   DAT. 


SUPPLY— ARMY  ESTIMATES. 

Supply — considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

(1.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,998,000,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  for 
Provisions,  Forage,  Fuel,  Transport  and  other 
Services,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of 
March  1888." 

Colonel  DUNCAN  (Finsbury,  Hol- 
born) :  It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of 
the  Committee  that  the  Army  Estimates 
were  under  consideration  some  days  ago, 
and  that  certain  Votes  were  taken  up  to 
the  small  hours  of  the  morning,  wheD, 
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in  consequence  of  an  appeal  that  was 
made  to  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith),  he  oifered  to  give  a  more  general 
discussion  upon  this  Vote  than  it  was 
possible  to  take  upon  the  Yotes  as  they 
were  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  the 
first  night.      I  trust  that  in  any  step  I 
am  about  to  take  I  shall  not  abuse  the 
priyjlege  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  kind  enough  to  grant  to  the  Com- 
mittee.   There  are,  however,  two  points 
to  which  I  specially  desire  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  Commitee,  and  they  are 
connected  with  the  paymasters  and  the 
quartermasters  of  the  Army.     With  re- 
gard to  the  paymasters,  I  wish  to  remind 
the  Committee  that  system  of  appoint- 
ing these  officers  has  been  frequently 
changed,  and  that  the  effect  of  these  con- 
fltaotchanges  hasbeen  very  prejudicial  to 
the  position  and  interests  of  the  officers 
employed  in  the  Army  Pay  Department, 
wlio  complain  that  they  have  not  been 
treated    with    the    same    consideration 
which  has  been  extended  to  the  mem- 
bers of  other  Departments  of  the  Army. 
For  instance,  while  the  officers  of  the 
Conmiisaariat  and  the  Ordnance  Store 
Department  are  always  certain  of  ob- 
taining the  rank  of   lieutenant  colonel, 
after  having  reached  the  rank  of  major 
in  the  course  of  four  or  five  years*  further 
service,  that  privilege  is  denied  to  the 
officers  of  the  Army  Pay  Department. 
A  very  small  number  of  officers  con- 
nected with  that  Department  succeed  in 
obtaining  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel, 
even  although  they  may  have  been  em- 
ployed in  active  service  in  the  field,  and  I 
need  scarcely  say  that  it  is  extremely 
mortifying  to  an  officer  who  has  been  a 
combatant  to  see  a  non-combatant  pro- 
moted over  his  head.  Itrust  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  will  see  that  the 
very  moderate  appeal  which  the  officers 
of  the  Army    Pay    Department   make 
shall  receive  a  favourable  consideration. 
I  have  not  sprung  this  question  suddenly 
npon  the  Committee,  seeing  that  nearly 
t  jear  ago  I  stated  the  grievances  of 
this  body  of  officers.     I  may  point  out 
that  they  are    admirable  officers,  and 
that  their  branches  of  the  Service  is 
working  as  well  as  any  other  in  the  Army. 
I  therefore  trust  that  their  grievances 
and  claims  will  receive  some  considera- 
tion.     There  is  a  special  reason  for 
bringing  the  matter  Defore  the  House 


this  year.  Under  the  recent  Warrant  it 
has  been  decided  that  for  1887  no  step 
on  retirement  shall  be  given,  so  that  if 
the  officers  of  the  Army  Pay  Depart- 
ment do  not  get  the  privilege  enjoyed  by 
the  Commissariat  and  Ordance  Store 
Departments  this  year,  they  will  still 
remain  in  the  rank  they  now  hold, 
although,  in  point  of  actual  service,  they 
will  be  senior  to  other  officers  who  may 
be  promoted.  There  are  one  or  two  other 
points  in  connection  with  this  Depart- 
ment which  are  worthy  of  the  considera- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  AVar.  It  is  a 
matter  to  be  regretted  that  the  Depart- 
ment has  no  representative  in  the  War 
Office.  All  the  other  Departments  of 
the  Army  have  some  representation 
among  the  permanent  officials  of  the 
Government.  The  great  strides  which 
have  been  made  in  connection  with  the 
Commissariat  and  the  Ordnance  Store  De- 
partment have  been  in  the  main  due  to 
the  fact  that  those  Departments  have 
had  representation  at  the  War  Office. 
There  is  no  such  representation  in  regard 
to  the  Army  Pay  Department,  and  I 
therefore  appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  of  State  to  take 
into  his  careful  consideration  the 
propriety  of  having  some  link,  so  to 
speak,  at  the  War  Office  between  him- 
self and  this  large  and  important  body 
of  officers.  Passing  from  that  Depart- 
ment, I  come  now  to  an  entirely  different 
matter —namely,  the  Quartermasters' 
Department.  I  have  myself,  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  brought  the  griev- 
ances of  the  quartermasters  before  the 
House,  and  I  believe  that  their  case  has 
been  frequently  commented  upon  in  this 
House ;  but  I  found  that,  on  the  whole, 
the  opinion  of  the  War  Office  has  been 
that  the  grievances  complained  of  are 
not  very  great.  Nevertheless,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  consented  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Departmental  Committee,  and 
the  result  of  the  inquiry  of  that  Com- 
mittee has  been  to  prove  that  there 
really  is  a  case,  because  additional  ad- 
vantages, to  a  considerable  extent,  have 
been  given  to  the  Department;  although, 
in  my  opinion,  the  concessions  which 
have  been  made  have  not  covered  all 
the  ground  which  ought  to  have  been 
covered.  It  must  always  be  .borne  in 
mind  that  the  Army  of  this  country  is 
enlisted  on  the  voluntary  principle,  and, 
therefore,  that  it  is   desirable  to  give 
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proper  inducements  to  the  men  who  join 
the  Army.    At  present,  the  only  tempta- 
tion you  offer  is  deferred  pay  at  the  end 
of  service,  and  the  dreary  prospect  of 
passing  into  the  Reser?e,  which  really 
is  no  better  than  passing  info  the  work- 
liouse.     The  men  who  are  passed  into 
the  Reserve  find  great  diflSculty  in  ob- 
ta'nlng  employment ;  and  I  see  from  the 
workhouse    returns  that  a  very    large 
proportion  of  the  men  belonging  to  the 
Army  Reserve  have  been  compelled  to 
become  paupers.     If  your  desire  is  to 
induce  a  better  class  of  men  to  enter  the 
Army,  I  am  afraid  that  you  will  not 
accomplish  your  object  by  treating  the 
men  as  you  do  at  present.    You  must 
certainly    make  the   inducements    and 
temptations    to    enter    the    Army    far 
greater  than  they  are  now.    Let  me  call 
attention  to  the  position  of  the  quarter- 
masters.    They  have  essentially  sprung 
from  the  ranks,  and  is  their  treatment 
Eo  favourable  as  to  afford  a  temptation 
to  other  men  to  enter  the  Army  ?    How 
are  they  treated?    I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  they  are  treated   differently  from 
any  other  officers  who  may  be  promoted 
from  the  ranks,  and  that  they  are  placed 
at  great  disadvantage.    These  quarter- 
masters get  commissions  so  late  in  life, 
that  when  the  time  comes  for  compulsory 
retirement  there  are  two  or  three  years' 
service  wanting  to  entitle  them  to  the 
maximum  pension  of  £200  a-year,  and 
for  each  year's  time  they  are  short  they 
are  mulcted   £10.    If,    on  the    other 
hand,  a    man    commenced    to    act    as 
quartermaster  in  comparative  youth  or 
middle  age,  when  he  reaches  the  maxi- 
mum  of    service    to  entitle   him   to  a 
pension,  and  consents  to  serve  for  an 
extra  number  of  years,  he  is  unable  to 
add  to  the  amount  of  his  pension  at  all. 
Surely,  if  it  is  right  to  mulct  a  man  £10 
a-year  from  his  pension  for  every  year 
of  service  that  he  is  short,  when  the 
War  Office  retains  a  man  in  the  same 
position  beyond  the  time  which  would 
entitle  him  to  the  maximum  pension,  he 
ought  to  receive    an   addition  of   £10 
every  year.     Unless  a  man  finds  that  he 
has  a  prospect  of  increasing  his  pension 
by  staying  he  will  undoubtedly  leave  the 
Service,  and  the  country  will  not  only 
have  to  pay  the  maximum  pension  of 
£200  a-year,  but  will  have  to  pay  the 
man  who  takes  the  place  of  the  officer 
who  retires  upon  his  pension.    I  believe 
that  if  a  different  principle  were  adopted  I 
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the  sum  saved  to  the  country  would  be 
very  large  indeed ;  and,  therefore,  apart 
from  the  question  of  justice,  I  make  an 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  on  the 
lower  question  of  economy  to  do  some- 
thing to  make  the  conditions  of  service 
in  regard  to  the  quartermasters  of 
the  Army  better  than  they  are  now, 
They  are  excellent  men,  who  represent 
what  I  may  call  the  cream  of  the  Service. 
In  an  ordinary  case,  when  an  officer  has 
risen  from  the  ranks  he  is  well  able  to 
look  after  himself,  but  these  men  require 
to  be  treated  with  special  tenderness  and 
gentleness.  I  therefore  hope  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  taking  into  consideration 
the  value  of  their  services,  and  the  jus- 
tice of  their  demand,  will  consent  to  do 
something  in  their  behalf.  I  have  only 
one  word  more  to  say,  and  it  has  re- 
ference to  the  Boyal  Horse  Artillery. 
The  position  of  that  branch  of  tho  Ser- 
vice has  been  before  the  country  now  for 
a  long  time,  and  it  is  understood  that  a 
considerable  reduction  in  the  force  of 
the  Boyal  Horse  Artillery  has  been 
decided  upon.  I  accept  that  decision, 
and  will  sav  nothing  about  it  in  any 
controversial  spirit.  There  were,  however, 
circumstances  which  occurred  during  the 
past  year  which  led  to  my  being  to  some 
extent  the  historian  of  that  corps,  to 
which  for  30  years  I  belonged.  I  had, 
therefore,  special  opportunities  of  be- 
coming acquainted  with  the  bitterness 
of  the  feeling  which  has  been  occasioned 
by  the  decision  of  the  War  Office.  I 
could  recite  stories  of  the  gallantry 
of  this  branch  of  the  Service  which 
would  make  the  eyes  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers glisten  and  their  cheeks  glow.  I 
am  satisfied  that  those  who  are  serving 
in  the  ranks  to  day  would  emulate 
the  deeds  of  those  who  went  before 
them.  I  will,  however,  on  this  occasion 
do  no  more  than  express  my  most  deep 
regret  that  the  country  is  likely  to  lose 
the  services  of  any  portion  of  this  most 
distinguished  Corps.  They  can  never  be 
re-created  with  their  old.  prestige. 

Dr.  FAEQUHARSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire,  W.) :  I  do  not  propose  to  follow 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Qentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down ;  but  I  desire  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  for  a  few 
minutes  to  a  question  which  is  very  ger- 
mane to  the  Vote  now  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Committee — namely, 
the  question  of  the  rations  supplied  to 
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the  Britisli  Army.     I  have  already  had 
the  honour  of  bringing  that  matter  two 
or  three  times  before  the  House.     On 
the  last  occasion,  the    Vote    was  not 
brought  on  until  2  or  3  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  I  am  afraid'  that  my  re- 
marks did  not  make  any  great  impression 
upon  those  to  whom  they  were  directed 
— at  any  rate,  the  matter  has  not  received 
that  consideration  which  I  think  it  is 
entitled  to.  Unfortunately,  the  frequent 
changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
Depi^mental  Chiefs  must  necessarily 
have  made  the  consideration  of    any 
special  question  most  irregular.     The 
rapidity   with  which  one  Secretary  of 
SUte  for  War   has  succeeded  another 
has  rendered  it  difficult  to  bring  the 
mind  of  the  Head  of  the  Department  to 
qaestions  of  this  nature.      I  may  say 
that  the  question  was  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  the  "War  Office  some 
jears  ago,  and   General  Peel  presided 
over  a  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  matter.    The  Committee  were 
of  opinion  that  something  ought  to  be 
done,  and   that  better  rations  ought  to 
be  provided.     But  General  Peel  recom- 
mended that,  instead  of  giving  better 
rations,  the  soldier  shoula  get  a  little 
more  pay.    There  is  now  a  strong  and 
growing  feeling,  especially  in  certain 
medical  quarters,  that  the  rations  sup- 
plied to  a  soldier  are  too  small.    The 
surgeons  of  the  Army  Medical  Depart- 
ment have  reported  that  the  soldier  s  ra- 
tion of  I  lb.  of  meat  is  certainly  too  small 
for  the  support  of  his  constitution.  He  cer- 
tainly receives  f  lb.  of  meat ;  but  if  any 
hoQ.  Member  would  go  to  the  barracks 
and  see  how  the   rations    are    served 
up,  he  would  find  that  those  f  lb.  of 
meat  are  boiled  down  to  a  very  small 
balk  indeed,   so  that  in  the  end  the 
soldier  gets  very  little  more  than  four  or 
five  ounces,  after  the  meat  has  been 
mked.     Then,  again,  the  soldier  prac- 
tically gets  all  his  rations  at  one  meal — 
namely,  at  dinner  ;  he  receives  scarcely 
ftnything  at  all  in  the  morning  or  in  the 
evening.    The  consequence  is,  that  when 
he  goes  out  in  the  evening  he  gets  a 
fittle     liquor;     the     drink — operating 
Qpon  an  empty  stomach — produces    a 
▼erjr  bad  effect  indeed.     Although  the 
qnestion  is  one  of  importance  concern- 
ing the  regular  soldier,  it  is  of  still 
greater  importance  when  we  have  to  deal 
with  the  case  of  the  recruit.  The  recruit 
is  generally  a  growing  boy,  often    a 


weak,  weedy  boy,  who  is  called  upon  to 
do  a  considerable  amount  of  work  of  an 
intricate  and  complicated  character.  He 
has  his  drill  to  learn  and  a  large  amount 
of  work  to  do,  and  he  is  certainly  not 
well  fed.  He  has  to  expend  a  consider- 
able  portion  of  his  pay  in  buying  extra 
food — such  as  milk,  butter,  bread,  and 
cheese,  which  he  finds  it  necessary  to 
obtain  in  order  to  enable  him  to  carry 
on  the  work  he  has  to  do.  It  may  be 
said  that  so  long  as  he  has  the  money 
why  should  he  not  spend  it  in  food ;  but 
in  the  case  of  a  young  recruit,  he  is  open 
to  very  strong  temptation  to  spend  it  in 
amusement.  If  he  does,  the  result  is, 
that  he  gets  an  insufficient  amount  of 
food ;  and  we  know  very  well  that  there 
are  a  far  larger  number  of  diseases  pre- 
valent in  the  Army  than  there  ought  to 
be.  Hon.  Members  have  frequently  re- 
ferred to  free  rations.  Now,  free  rations 
are  an  entire  delusion,  a  snare,  and 
almost  a  swindle.  A  recruit  is  told 
when  he  joins  the  Army  that  he  will  re- 
ceive free  rations ;  but  those  free  rations 
consist  simply  of  J  lb.  of  meat,  a 
little  coffee,  and  some  bread.  He  has 
to  provide  himself  with  milk,  with  but- 
ter, cheese,  and  various  other  things, 
and  finding  himself  disappointed  in  the 
idea  which  had  been  impresssd  upon  bim 
that  he  would  get  free  rations,  and  that 
such  free  rations  are  purely  ornamental, 
a  very  bad  impression  is  produced  upon 
him.  I  am  afraid  that  the  large  num- 
ber of  the  desertions  we  find  reported  in 
the  Officers'  Eetums  are  very  much  due 
to  the  fact  of  the  young  soldier  having 
found  out  that  the  delusive  hopes  held 
out  to  him  have  not  been  realized  in 
actual  practice.  Considering  the  respon- 
sibilities of  the  career  upon  which  he  is 
entering  and  the  probability  of  his  losing 
his  life  in  the  service  of  his  country,  I 
think  he  is  very  badly  paid,  and  that  he 
ought  to  be  provided  with  better  and 
more  ample  rations.  There  are  a  large 
number  of  men  engaged  at  the  present 
moment  all  over  the  country  in  recruit- 
ing for  the  Service.  I  think  it  is  very 
desirable  that  when  they  go  down  to  the 
country  districts  they  shall  be  able  to 
describe  the  Service  in  such  a  way  as  to 
induce  young  fellows  to  come  forward 
and  to  render  the  Service  popular,  so 
that  we  may  get  into  the  Army  a  better 
class  of  men.  It  will  be  said  that  recruit- 
ing is  going  on  very  favourably;  but 
labour  is  now  depressed,  and  there  are  n 
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large  number  of  men  out  of  work. 
When  employment  becomes  more  abund- 
ant and  more  remunerative,  the  recruit- 
ing sergeant  will  have  to  compete  with 
the  labour  market,  and  therefore  it  is 
highly  essential  that  he  should  be  able 
to  offer  an  adequate  temptation  to  the 
recruit.  I  will  not  weary  the  House  by 
going  into  any  other  phase  of  the  ques- 
tion. Any  hon.  Member,  however,  who 
looks  at  the  Eeturns  will  be  struck  by 
the  large  increase  of  desertion  that  is 
now  going  on.  Last  year,  out  of  a  num- 
ber of  recruits,  which  amounted  in 
round  numbers  to  35,000,  nearly  5,500 
deserted  in  the  course  of  the  same  year, 
or  13-7  per  cent.  There  was  a  much 
smaller  number  of  desertions  in  1883, 
showing  that  some  cause  must  be  at 
work  which  is  rendering  the  Service 
less  popular  than  it  used  to  be.  No 
doubt,  a  good  many  of  these  desertions 
are  caused  by  a  feeling  of  disappoint- 
ment in  the  minds  of  young  persons  who 
have  joined  the  Army  at  finding  the  in- 
ducements held  out  to  them  unrealized. 
I  believe  it  is  a  fact  which,  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases,  determines  them  to 
throw  up  the  Service,  and  to  retire  into 
private  life  at  all  hazards.  I  think  I 
nave  shown  that  if  the  regular  soldier  is 
sufficiently  fed,  at  all  events  the  recruit 
is  not,  and  I  would  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  it  is  not  desirable 
to  appoint  some  kind  of  Committee  to 
consider  the  question.  I  do  not  want  to 
lay  down  any  hard  and  fast  rules,  or  to 
define  any  machinery  by  which  the  mat- 
ter is  to  be  carried  out.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  it  would  involve  a  considerable  ad- 
ditional expense ;  but  I  think  it  would 
bo  worth  the  money  if  the  War  Office 
could  be  induced  to  provide  better 
rations,  especially  in  substances  of  a 
fatty  and  farinacious  nature.  At  the 
present  moment  the  soldier  may  get 
enough  meat ;  but  he  certainly  does  not 
get  enough  of  other  articles — such  as 
butter  and  cheese.  Therefore,  I  ask  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee,  al- 
though whether  such  a  Committee  should 
be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  or  of  a 
departmental  character,  I  do  not  pre- 
sume to  say. 

The  SUEYEYOR  GENERAL  of 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  Northcote)  (Exeter): 
Perhaps  it  will  be  the  most  convenient 
course  to  dispose  of  the  various  ques- 
tions one  at  a  time  as  they  arise  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion  of  the  Army  Es- 
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timates  rather  than  mix  up  different 
questions.      The  points  raised    by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Finsbury 
(Colonel  Duncan)  and  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Aberdeen  (Dr.  Farquharson)  are 
altogether  difieren^  and  must  be  replied 
to  separately.    The  question  of  rations 
was  brought  forward  last  year  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Aberdeen,  who 
stated  his  case  very  fully,  as  he  has  done 
this  evening,  and  was  replied  to  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Stirling    (Mr.    Campbell  -  Bannerman). 
One  point  raised  by  the  hon.  Member 
was,  whether  the  matter  was  to  be  met 
by  an  increase  of  rations  to  the  soldier, 
because  if  so  it  should  be  borne  in  mind, 
as  was  pointed  out  last  year,  that  that 
would  involve  an  addition  of  not  less 
than  £750,000  to  the  Army  Estimates— 
too  serious  an  increase   to  be  decided 
upon  rashly.     The  hon.  Member  will 
also  know  how  reluctant  the  Government 
are  to  increase  the  Army  Expenditure 
without  the  very  strongest  grounds  in- 
deed.    Then  comes  another  question, 
whether    tho   ration  is  sufficient,  and 
what  the  position  of  the  soldier  is  as 
compared  with  what  it  was  a  few  years 
ago.     He  now  receives  Is,  a- day,  from 
which  5d,  a-day  is  deducted  for  mess; 
but    he    also   receives   b^d.    a-day   in 
addition,  and   2d,  a-day  deferred  pay. 
The  position  of  the  soldier  now  is  much 
better  in  regard  both  to  pay  and  rations 
than  it  was  a  few  years  ago,  and  as  con- 
trasted with  foreign  Armies,  the  British 
soldier  receives  more  than  double  the 
rations  of  a  Russian  soldier,  and  more 
than  any  Continental  soldier  receives,  the 
French  soldier  being  the  only  one  who 
can  in  any  way  approach  to  us.     In- 
cluding pay  and    rations,   the  British 
soldier  now  receives  what  is  equal  to 
is,  l^d,  a-day,  as  against  Is,  Zd.  in  1866. 
It  is  apparent,  therefore,  that  the  posi- 
tion of  the  English  soldier  has  been  much 
improved  of  late  years.      I  believe  it 
would  be  of  no  advantage  to  the  soldier 
to  increase  his  rations  by  reducing  his 
pay,   because  that  would  involve   our 
contracting  for  special  vegetables,  and 
would  curtail  the  liberty  of  choice  which 
the  soldier  now  has  of  purchasing  cer- 
tain articles  of  food  for  himself.     The 
hon.  Gentleman  says  that  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  which  sat  in   1867 
was  favourable  to  an  increase  of    ra- 
tions;  but  as  far  as  I  am  aware   it 
is  not  tho  belief  of  medical  men  that 
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oar  Boldiera  are  at  all  underfed.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  I  do  believe  that  there 
are  very  few  regiments  in  which  there 
is  anything  like  a  full  stoppage  made, 
and  that  aJTords  strong  evidence  that,  so 
far  aa  the  officers  are  concerned,  they 
consider  that  the  soldier  does  get  enough 
to  eat.  As  to  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee, the  War  Office  is  already  over 
pressed  at  the  present  moment  with  Com- 
mittees of  all  sorts  and  sizes,  and  I  am 
not  prepared,  therefore,  to  accede  to 
the  proposal  off-hand,  but  I  will  under- 
take that  the  suggestions  which  have 
been  made  shall  receive  due  considera- 
tion. 

Colonel  HUGHES- HALLETT 
(Hochester) :  As  we  have  permission 
upon  this  Vote  to  speak  on  general 
matters  X  should  like  to  say  a  few  words 
about  the  strength  of  the  Army.  Hon. 
tfembers  are  probably  in  possession  of 
the  (General  Annual  Return  handed  in 
in  October  last,  and  the  preliminary 
annual  return  of  the  Army  this  year. 
They  are  both  of  them  most  important 
documents,  and  they  furnish  hon.  Mem- 
bers with  some  valuable  information 
about  the  state  of  the  Army  and  its 
effective  strength.  If  hon.  Members 
will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the 
statistics  contained  in  those  documents 
I  think  they  will  arrive  at  a  very  good 
idea  as  to  the  state  of  the  Army,  and  a 
oomparison  of  its  effective  strength  for 
the  last  20  year^,  commencing  with  the 
1st  of  January,  1866,  and  ending  with 
the  Ist  of  January,  1886.  But  while 
these  Annual  Betums  furnish  us  with 
valuable  and  instructive  facts  they  also 
afford  a  considerable  amount  of  disap- 
pointment. As  far  as  the  numbers  go 
it  appears  that  the  Army  has  been  toler- 
ably well  kept  up.  On  the  1st  of 
January,  1866,  the  strength  of  the  Army 
was  201, 6€1,  and  on  the  Ist  of  January, 
1886,  it  was  200,785  ;  and  it  was 
230,867  on  the  1st  of  January  this  year. 
Although  the  increase,  so  far  as  the 
numbers  go,  is  satisfactory,  there  seems 
to  me  to  be  something  more  required 
than  the  actual  numbers — the  age  and 
physiqae  of  the  men  must  also  be  con* 
ndered.  In  1873,  the  year  when  the 
Bhort  service  system  first  came  into 
operation,  46  per  cent  of  the  men  who 
enlisted  were  under  25  years  of  age,  and 
31  per  cent  were  over  30  years  of  age. 
In  1885,  the  last  year  for  which  the 
Betome  are  made  up,  the  number  of 


recruits  under  25  years  of  age  was  62 
per  cent,  and  there  were  only  14  per 
cent  over  30  years  of  age.  That  is  the 
natural  result  of  what  is  called  the  *  *  short 
service  "  system.  It  is  no  exaggeration 
to  say  that  our  ranks  have  been  filled 
up  with  boy-soldiers.  If  scholarship 
tends  to  make  a  good  soldier  then  cer- 
tainly the  Army  has  improved;  but  I 
contend  that  that  is  not  so,  and  that 
something  more  than  scholarship  is 
needed.  Scholarship  does  not  make  a 
soldier  capable  of  hard  work,  of  endur- 
ing hard  knocks,  and  the  fatigue  of  a 
campaign.  It  would  appear  from  these 
Betums  that  the  aim  of  the  authorities 
has  been  to  get  recruits  with  a  superior 
education  rather  than  to  pay  attention 
to  physique,  robust  health,  personal 
strength,  and  power  of  endurance. 
This,  no  doubt,  suits  the  views  of  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  the  Member  for 
the  Brightside  Division  of  Sheffield  (Mr. 
Mundella),  but  it  is  certainly  not  all 
that  is  required  in  the  Army.  What  we 
want  is  men  with  broad  chests,  and  a 
good  sound  constitution,  who  know  how 
to  use  the  weapons  placed  in  their  hands, 
and  are  capable  of  undergoing  the  effects 
of  a  hard  campaign  in  a  bad  climate. 
For  such  purposes  I  would  prefer  a  lad 
with  a  good  physique,  who  cannot  read 
and  write,  to  a  more  delicate  lad  who 
knows  how  to  make  obtruse  calculations 
in  decimal  fractions.  No  system  of  su- 
perior education  will  compensate  for 
want  of  personal  strength  and  power 
of  endurance,  although  it  looks  very  well 
in  theory.  In  the  year  1873  I  find  that 
we  had  21,753  soldiers  who  could  neither 
read  nor  write,  and  only  10,930  who  had 
received  what  is  called  a  superior  educa- 
tion. In  the  year  1885  there  were  only 
5,473  who  could  neither  read  nor  write, 
and  148,723  of  superior  education.  There 
is,  however,  this  remarkable  fact,  that 
all  this  superior  education  does  not 
make  your  soldier  one  whit  better  in 
regard  to  his  conduct,  for  I  find  that 
in  1885  there  were  far  more  courts- 
martial  than  in  1873.  More  than  that, 
it  is  a  very  significant  fact  that  deser- 
tion, casualties,  and  discharges  have 
greatly  increased  under  the  short  ser- 
vice system.  In  1873  the  net  loss  by 
desertion  was  1,720,  while  in  1885  the 
net  loss  by  desertion  had  increased  to 
2,975,  or  nearly  double.  In  1885  the 
loss  by  death  was  2,585,  and  the  num- 
ber of  those  discharged  and  invalided 
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was  3,581,  1,008  were  discharged  for 
bad  conduct,  1,488  bought  themselves 
out,  and  3,531  retired  on  the  com- 
pletion of  their  8er?ice.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers who  pay  attention  to  this  matter 
will  find  that  the  total  withdrawal  in 
that  year  was  no  less  than  35,000,  of 
whom  only  one-third  went  into  the  Army 
Beserve.  Upon  that  basis  it  will  he 
found  that  the  whole  loss  in  the  regular 
ranks  in  the  Army  was  something  like 
23,000  or  24,000— that  is  to  say,  one  in 
seven  of  the  men  who  enlisted.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  that  is  a  most  serious 
loss  and  a  loss  which,  I  maintain,  the 
phort  service  system  is  not  able  to  stand. 
You  may  train  a  lad  to  a  perfect  appre- 
ciation of  drill,  discipline  and  order,  you 
may  train  him  to  perform  his  duty  tho- 
roughly, and  you  may  train  him  to  a 
perfect  appreciation  of  the  honour  of  his 
corps  and  of  his  colours  ;  but  what  is 
the  use  of  all  that  if,  after  a  few  years, 
he  is  to  be  sent  into  the  Eeserve  ?  In  the 
Horse  Artillery  it  takes  four  years  to 
make  an  efficient  driver,  and  yet  in  two 
years  more  that  man  is  gone.  It  is  al- 
most sufficient  to  break  the  hearts  of 
your  non-commissioned  officers  to  have 
to  deal  with  a  constant  stream  of  raw  re- 
cruits. The  system  which  invites  all  the 
strongest  young  men  in  the  country  into 
the  ranks  of  the  Army,  at  the  same  time 
instilling  into  them  the  necessity  of  a 
superior  education,  and  then  draining 
them  off  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  to 
earn  their  living  as  best  they  can,  is  a 
most  pernicious  system.  It  is  a  system 
not  justified  by  results,  and  it  is  useless 
in  practice.  The  fact  is  that  Englishmen 
have  no  idea  of  originating  military 
notions  of  their  own.  We  copy  most 
servilely  the  systems  of  other  nations. 
But  for  the  battles  of  Worth,  Weissen  • 
berg,  Gravelotte,  and  Sedan  we  should 
never  have  copied  the  Qerman  system. 
In  the  Crimean  War  we  looked  upon 
the  French  Army  as  the  greatest  mili- 
tary machine  in  the  world,  and  we  had 
our  shakoes  and  uniforms  cut  according 
to  the  French  Fashion.  Then  came  the 
year  1870  and  France,  as  a  military  na- 
tion, was  found  to  be  a  sham.  The 
German  Army  was  then  found  to  be  the 
best,  and  the  result  was  that  our  French 
military  shakoes  were  thrown  away  to 
be  replaced  by  the  helmets  of  the  Ger- 
mans. We  invariably  copy  foreign  na- 
tions, and  I  believe  if  the  Zulus  had  got 
the  better  of  us  in  our  campaign  against 
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them  the  uniform  of  the  British  soldier 
would  have  been  a  cincture  of   cows' 
tails.  Hitherto  we  have  made  spasmodic 
efforts,  which  have  not  only  been  most 
costly  but  exceedingly  cruel.    In  spite 
of  what  enthusiasts  may  say  of  the  short 
service  system  the  ranks  of  the  Army 
Besorvo  will,  in  my  opinion,  decrease 
rather  than  increase,  because    a    man 
knows  that  if  he  enters  the  Army  Re- 
serve it  will  not  be  easy  for  him  to  ob- 
tain employment.     We  cannot  wonder 
that  an  employer  of  labour  who  has  to 
keep  factories  and  other  means  of  employ- 
ment at  work  should  refuse  to  employ 
men  from  the  Heserve.  No  man  engaged 
in  a  great  commercial  operation  will  take 
a  man  who  may  be  called  away  at  any  on 
moment,   should    a  certain  emergency 
arise ;  and  as  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber for  the  Holborn  Division  of  Fins- 
bury  (Colonel  Duncan)  says,  tbe  result 
is  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  paupers 
in  many  of  the  workhouses  are  men  on 
the  Eeserve  List.     I  am  glad  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  has  called  attention 
to  that  fact,  because  it  reminds  me  that 
not  long  ago  I  had  placed  before  me  a 
list  of  10  workhouses,   and  from  that 
list  I  deduced  this  extraordinary  fact — 
that  27  per  cent  of  the  paupers  were  on 
the  Army  Beserve  List.    The  short  ser- 
vice system  is  totally  unsuited  to  this 
country.     England  is  not  like  Germany 
where  the  Army  is  exclusively  used  for 
one  purpose.  We  have  to  send  our  Army 
to  Burmah,  to  Egypt,  or  to  India,  where- 
as the  German  Army  is  confined  to  Oer- 
many.      Consequently,   the    conditions 
which  apply  to  the  German  Army  are 
not  those    which    govern    the    British 
Army.     It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
we  have  enormous  possessions  abroad 
which  require  the  services  of  our  Army 
to  defend  them.    I  know  the  advocates 
of  the  short  service  system  say  that  we 
can  retain  our  lads  and  wait  until  they 
grow ;  but  there  is  no  time  for  that,  as 
any  hon.  Member  may  see  if  he  takes 
the  trouble  to  inspect  the  great  military 
depots,  and  visit  the  graveyards  and  the 
hospitals  which  are  the  natural  conse- 
quence of  the  short  service  system.    We 
are  obliged  to  send  our  young  soldiers 
to  unhealthy  climates,   and    they     are 
sent   home    after    a    short   service    to 
die,  or  to   become  invalided  and  sent 
to    the  hospitals.      That  was  not    the 
character  of  the  men  who  fought  ia  the 
Peninsula  War,  the  Crimean  War,  and 
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ia  India  before  the  Mutiny,  and  in  the 
Mutiny  itself.  They  were  men  of  a  very 
different  etamp.  Every  man  in  the  Army 
30  years  ago  was  worth  two  of  the  men 
of  the  present  day,  although  I  do  not 
say  this  in  disparagement  of  the  young 
soldiers  of  to^ay,   who  do  their  work 
brsTely  and  well  in  the  midst  of  a  cam- 
paign in  the  face  of  the  enemy.    It  it  not 
their  fault  if,  instead  of  being  veterans, 
they  are  mere    striplings ;    but   it   is 
our  fault   if    we    impose   upon   them 
tasks  which    they   have  not  sufficient 
strength  to  perform,   and  which  they 
are  nnable  to  perform  with  vigour  and 
success.  I  maintain  that  an  Army  Corps 
of  100,000  men  30  years  ago  had  the 
same    fighting     capacity    as    200,000 
men  now.    The  argument  derived  from 
this  is   that     the    Army    costs    twice 
as   much    as     it     is    worth.       Every 
soldier  now-a-days    costs  about    £100 
a-year.    That  is  what  the  cost  is  when 
a  man  enters  the  Army  as  a  recruit ;  but 
when  he  is  sent  into  the  Eeserve  he  is 
worth  at  least  £200  a-year.    It  will  be 
said— "What  limit    can    be  found?" 
No  Gonservative   on  this   side  of  the 
Honse  has  broader  views  on  political 
and  general  matters  than  myself;  but  I 
am  a  Conservative  in  my  belief  that  we 
had  a  far  better  Army,  as  regards  the 
constitution  of  the  Army,  30  years  ago 
than  we  have  at  the  present  moment.    I 
hope  the  nation  will  always  have  the 
greatest  solicitnde  for  the  condition  of 
the  Army,  and  the  system  under  which 
it  is  constituted.     No  one  wishes  to  in- 
dulge in  idle  dreams  of  military  com- 
Gtiott  with   foreign  nations;  but  the 
ish  nation  has  aright  to  demand  that 
itA  Army  shall  be  maintained  as  regards 
armament,  training,  and  organization. 
While  on  the   subject  of  the  British 
■oldier  I  may  refer  to  an  incident  which 
happened  not  very  long  ago.     A  right 
hoiL,    Gentleman,    a   Member    of   this 
House,  made  some  very  severe  accusa- 
tions against  the  British  soldier.    He 
aoeued  him  of  acts  of  cruelty  and  in- 
humanity in  the  Soudan  War,  charging 
him  with    bayonetting  the  Soudanese 
as  they  lay  wounded   on  the  ground. 
To  such  charges  as  those  I  can  give  an 
enphatic  contradiction,  on  evidence  just 
as  good  as  that  on  which  the  right  hon. 
Bcmtleman  spoke.     Those  who    know 
what  battle-fields  are   like  on  which 
the  British  soldier  fights,  when  he  is 
ittHiBg  with  an  Oriental  or  uncivilized 


enemy,  will  know  that  it  is  a  very  usual 
thing  for  an  enemy  to  feign  death  until 
the  Englishman  approaches  him,  perhaps 
bringing  water  to  relieve  his  thirst,  or 
medical  appliances,  and  to  endeavour  to 
shoot  or  stab  him.  These  things  were 
constantly  done  in  the  Soudan  War,  and  is 
it  to  be  wondered  at  that  a  man  placed 
in  such  a  position  should  protect  him- 
self by  putting  some  such  wounded 
wretch  out  of  his  misery,  rather  than 
run  the  risk  of  being  killed  himself? 
The  well  known  Peace  Party  in  this 
country  is  often  fond  of  speaking 
bitterly  against  the  Army  when  this 
country  was  not  at  war,  but  directly 
there  is  a  sound  of  war  in  the  air  they 
are  the  very  persons  to  press  round  the 
soldiers  and  praise  them.  I  remember 
some  lines  which  are  dpropos  to  this 
point;  but  I  do  not  know  who  wrote 
them — 

*'  When  danger  comes,  and  the  loe  ia  nigh, 
•  God  and  the  soldier '  is  the  cry  ; 
When  the  enemy's  beat  and  danger  righted, 
God  is  forgotten  and  the  soldier  slighted." 

I  would  say  that  such  accusations  as 
those  to  which  I  have  referred  do  not 
find  favour  with  the  great  bulk  of  the 
British  people. 

Mr.  FINLAY  (Inverness,  &c.):  I 
desire  to  say  a  few  words  for  the  pur- 
pose of  endorsing  the  appeal  which  has 
been  made  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Finsbury  (Colonel  Duncan) 
on  behalf  of  the  quartermasters,  and 
for  some  reform  in  the  Army  Pay  De- 
partment. I  do  not  wish  to  add  any- 
thing to  the  statement  which  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  has  made, 
with  very  full  knowledge  of  the  subject 
except  that  my  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  matter,  and  I  earnestly  press  it 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  Government. 
I  will  only  add  one  observation.  AVe 
have  heard  a  g^eat  deal  of  the  necessity 
of  supplying  our  soldiers  with  the  best 
possible  weapons;  but,  after  all,  our 
success  in  war  must  depend  upon  the 
men  themselves ;  and,  therefore,  I  trust 
that  steps  will  be  taken  to  gratify  the 
legitimate  ambition  of  a  deserving  class, 
and  to  remove  the  grievances  of  which 
they  complain  in  order  to  show  that  we 
properly  appreciate  the  services  which 
nave  been  rendered  to  the  country. 

The  SEORETAEY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire, 
Homcastle) :  I  can  assure  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  that  the  Departmcut 
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over  which  I  have  the  honour  to  preside 
is  most  anxious  to  remove  any  impres- 
sion which  may  exist  among  any  of 
those  officers  who  are  serving  Her  Ma- 
jesty, that  they  will  not  do  their  best  to 
remedy  any  grievance  which  may  be 
proved  to  be  a  real  grievance.  The 
question  of  the  Army  Pay  Department 
has  been  brought  forward  to-day  by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Finsbury 
with  extreme  moderation,  and,  on  a  pre- 
vious occasion,  as  he  has  reminded  the 
Committee,  he  was  kind  enough  to  give 
way.  I  am  sorry  that  I  am  unable  to 
give  a  satisfactory  answer  to  his  appeal. 
The  discussion  has  come  upon  me  rather 
sooner  than  I  expected ;  but  I  have  given 
some  attention  to  both  of  the  points 
which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
has  raised,  and  what  I  am  about  to  say 
will  not,  I  trust,  be  altogether  dis- 
pleasing to  him.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  complains  that  the  officers  of 
the  Army  Pay  Department  after  five 
years  service  do  not  obtain  staff  rank. 
He  has  pointed  out  that  their  position  is 
a  harsh  one  as  contrasted  with  that  of 
two  other  corps  with  which  they  com- 
pare themselves — ^namely,  the  Commis- 
sariat and  the  Ordnance  Store  Depart- 
ment, and  he  says  that  the  officers  com- 
plain that  they  are  badly  treated  as 
compared  with  officers  servine  in  other 
Departments.  Now,  in  the  first  place, 
I  should  like  to  say  that,  at  the  present 
time,  the  War  Office  is  engaged  in  re- 
modelling the  Commissariat  Depart- 
ment, and  all  questions  of  rank  whether 
in  one  department  or  another  must  be 
treated  as  a  whole — that  is  to  say,  that 
it  is  impossible  to  concede  claims  in  one 
Department  without  considering  the 
effect  upon  another  Department.  In  re- 
gard to  the  case  of  the  paymasters,  I  may 
say  that  the  whole  subject  is  now  under- 
going very  careful  consideration,  and 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Financial  Secretary 
is  now  trying  to  deal  with  the  subject  in 
as  comprehensive  a  manner  as  was  pos- 
sible. We  admit  to  a  certain  extent  the 
justice  of  the  claim  which  my  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  supports,  and  we  shall 
be  prepared,  when  the  time  comes,  for 
promulgating  our  general  views  in  re- 
spect to  the  paymasters  to  give  some 
recognition  to  their  claim  to  staff  ap- 
pointments. As  to  the  quartermasters, 
their  case  was  considered  last  year  be- 
fore the  Eoyal  Warrant  was  issued,  and 
the  Royal  Warrant  gives  the  views  of 
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the  War  Office  of  the  time  being  upon 
the  case  of  these  officers ;  but  1  admit 
fully  that  there  was  one  point  which 
with  regard  to  the  quartermasters  which 
we  engaged  to  meet  which  has  not  been 
yet  met.  I  stated  the  other  day  that  it 
was  intended  to  give  a  step  in  honorary 
rank  to  certain  quartermasters ;  and  I 
hope  to  be  able  in  a  few  days  to  give 
the  exact  details  of  what  we  propose. 
Unfortunately  I  am  not  able  to  do  so 
now.  But  before  many  days  are  over  I 
believe  I  shall  be  able  to  state  to  the 
Rouse  exactly  what  we  are  able  to  do 
in  regard  to  giving  a  step  in  honorary 
rank.  I  have  now,  I  think,  answered 
all  the  points  of  the  hon.  Und  gallant 
Member. 

Colonel  DUNCAN:    There  is  the 
pension. 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE :  As  to  the  pen- 
sion  I  fear  that  we  do  not  see  our  way  to 
dealing  with  that  at  present   without 
opening  the  question  in  regard  to  othei: 
Departments ;  but  the  subject  was  con- 
sidered at  the  time  of  the  issuing  of  the 
Koyal  Warrant.      With  regard  to  the 
larger  question  of  the  reduction  of  the 
cost  of  the  Army,  I  should  be  glad  if  my 
hon.    and  gallant  Friend  the  Member 
for  Eochester  (Colonel  Hughes-HaUett) 
could  show  me  any  scheme   which  is 
calculated  to  reduce  the  cost    of   the 
Army  without  diminishing  its  efficiency. 
I  can  assure  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
that  the  War  Office  would  not  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  any  suggestion  on  that  sub- 
ject from  whatever  quarter  of  the  House 
it  may  come.    It  would  certainly  receive 
the  most  careful  attention  of  my  hon. 
Friend  and  myself. 

Sir  WALTER  BARTTELOT  (Sussex, 
North  West) :  I  should  like  to  address 
a  few  words  to  the  Committee,  especially 
as  this  is  the  first  opportunity  I  have 
had  of  congratulating  my  right   hoa. 
Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
on  the  very  clear  and  lucid  Memorandum 
which  he  placed  before  us  at  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  Session.    My  right 
hon.  Friend,  like  many  other  men  in 
the  high  position  he  now  occupies,  has 
come  into  that  position  under  somewhat 
difficult  circumstances.    Probably  up  to 
the  time  of   his  appointment  he    had 
hardly  ever  turned  his  attention  to  the 
great  questions  of  the  Army,  and  he 
now  finds  himself,   at  a  very  difficult 
time,  called  upon  to  consider  most  in- 
tricate and  involved  questions.    I  can 
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oaly  yeoture  to  express  a  hope  that  all 
those  vho  are  able  to  do  so  will  give 
him  tliat  support  which  a  man  ought  to 
receiTO  who  is  endeayourinff  to  do  his 
datj  under  difficult  and  trying  circum- 
gtances.     My  right  hon.    Eriend    has 
already  made  a  speech  in  answer  to  the 
reoiarks  which  were  made  on  the  Memo- 
raodum  he  had  placed  on  the  Table  of 
the  House.    In  that  speech  my  right 
hoQ.  Friend   complained,   and    rightly 
complained,  of  the  present  condition  of 
affairs.    He  stated  that  if  this  House  is 
prepared  to  vote  the  money,  he  should 
be  prepared  to  place  the  Army  in  the 
mott  efficient  condition  possible.    Well, 
Sir,  it  is  that  question  of  voting  money 
which  has  been  one  of  the  main  difh- 
coUies  in  regard  to  keeping  up  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  Army.    I  will  venture  to 
saj  that  it  is  one  of  the  questions  that 
deserve  the  very  serious  attention  of  the 
House.    I  see  that  an  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  takes  a  different  view ;  but  I  do 
not  think  that  even  he  would  wish  to 
see  the  Army  in  any  condition  except 
that  of  absolute  efficiency.     What  we 
leqnire,  and  what  we  really  ought  to 
have,  is  that  every  portion  of  the  Army 
shonld  be  elFeetive  and  efficient ;  and  it 
has  been  proved  to  us  beyond  dispute 
that  even    the    arms  they  have  been 
called  upon  to  fight  with  have  not  been 
what  they  ought  to  have    been,   and 
ought  never  to  have  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  soldiers  of  this  country. 
There  are  two  things  upon  which  mainly 
depend  the  efficiency  of  the  Army.   The 
first  is  Vote   1  of  these  Estimates,  for 
the  men;  and  the  second  is  Vote  12,  for 
warlike  stores.     Yet  these  are  the  two 
Votes  which  I  say,  unhesitatingly,  are 
more  manipulated  for  Party  purposes 
than  any  other  two  Votes  in  the  whole 
of  the  Army  Estimates.    It  cannot  be 
^euenilj  known  that  under  our  system 
of  eoTemment   such   is   the  case.     It 
oaed  to  be  the  case  until  quite  lately, 
that  when  anything  was  wanted  to  be 
done— such  as  a  reduction  in  the  number 
of  men  or  something  or  other  in  con- 
action  with  the  supply  of  stores — these 
two  Totes  were  made  to  sufier.     What 
waa the  effect?    Why,  that  the  whole 
CAlcnlationa  with  regard  to  the  Army 
were  upset.     You  did  not  know  exactly 
how  far  you  could  eo,  or  how  much  the 
sfieiency  of  the   Army  might  be  im- 
paired.   Half  a  million  had  to  come  off 
■nmrhere,  and,  accordingly,  the  num- 


ber of  the  men  was  reduced.  That  is 
the  way  in  which  we  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  deal  with  that  portion  of  the 
quesiton.  Then,  again,  as  to  stores ;  some- 
thing more  was  to  be  reduced ;  and  as 
the  Vote  for  stores  amounts  to  nearly 
£3,000,000,  another  £500,000  of  reduc- 
tion required  must  come  off  that,  utterly 
regardless  of  the  fact  that  the  reduction 
was  made  for  Party  purposes,  without 
any  reference  whatever  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  Army.  Everyone  would  admit 
that  the  efficiency  of  the  Army  was  im- 
paired ;  but  there  are  only  two  Votes 
which  can  be  easily  manipulated  ;  and, 
therefore,  these  two  Votes,  although  they 
are  more  necessary  than  any  others  to 
keep  up  the  efficiency  of  the  Army,  are 
the  two  which  are  invariably  dealt  with 
in  this  way.  I  have  always  thought, 
and  I  still  think,  that  we  ought  to  have 
some  authority  for  the  consideration  of 
these  questions.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  Committee  of  this  House,  which  is 
to  inquire  into  the  Army  Estimates,  will 
go  into  questions  of  this  kind ;  but,  as  a 
great  nation,  the  first  thing  we  have  to 
determine  is  what  number  of  men  we 
require,  and  how  they  are  to  be  dis- 
tributed— how  many  men  we  require  for 
England,  how  many  for  Ireland,  how 
many  for  India,  and  how  many  for  the 
Colonies.  Instead  of  this,  we  distribute 
our  forces  as  exigencies  arise,  and  then 
cut  off  a  certain  proportion  here  and 
there,  the  result  of  which  is  that  we 
rarely  have  the  number  of  men  we  ought 
to  be  able  to  rely  upon  in  the  event  of 
an  emergency.  It  is  precisely  the  same 
with  our  supply  of  stores.  Surely  the 
first  thing  we  ought  to  do  is  to  decide 
what  quantity  of  stores  we  require,  and 
every  Member  of  the  House  should  be 
able  to  see  and  know  what  the  require- 
ments of  the  country  are ;  to  insist  that 
the  Government  shall  keep  up  those 
requirements,  and  to  see  that  all  the 
stores  are  maintained  in  a  proper  and 
efficient  state.  Let  me  ask  one  ques- 
tion. Suppose  we  were  to  go  to 
war  at  onco,  should  we  be  able  to 
get  all  the  powder  we  require,  especially 
of  a  particular  kind,  which  we  get  now 
from  Germany?  If  Germany  were  at 
war  should  we  be  able  to  get  it  ?  Would 
this  country  get  one  atom  of  that  powder 
if  Germany  were  at  war  herself  ?  That 
is  a  very  serious  consideration,  and  if  I 
regard  the  recent  speech  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  aright,  ho  wishes 
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to  know  what  he  can  depend  upon  Par- 
liament to  supply,  in  order  that  he  may 
provide  an  adequate  number  of  men  and 
a  sufficient  supply  of  stores  to  provide 
the  Army  with  all  necessary  appliances 
in  the  event  of  war.  I  have  thought  it 
right  to  say  this,  because  I  feel  that  it  is 
a  question  upon  which  a  great  deal  de- 
pends. We  come  here  year  after  year, 
and  we  find  that  sometimes  one  thing 
is  cut  down  and  sometimes  another  is 
raised,  while  the  real  efficiency  of  the 
Army  and  of  the  stores  is  never  con- 
sidered at  all.  Then,  again,  there  is 
another  question.  It  is  a  question  which 
has  been  already  touched  upon  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion — namely,  that 
of  the  Horse  Artillery.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  enter  into  the  question  of  the 
reduction  of  the  Royal  Horse  Artillery 
at  any  length.  I  will  only  say  that  it  is 
an  arm  which  has  done  much  good  ser- 
vice in  the  past ;  and  it  is  an  arm  which 
might  be  depended  upon  to  do  good  ser- 
vice in  the  future.  Further  than  that, 
it  is  an  arm  which  cannot  be  got  up  at 
a  moment's  notice;  but  one  in  which 
the  men  require  to  be  most  carefully 
trained.  I,  therefore,  venture  to  hope 
that  my  right  hon.  Friend  will,  if 
experience  shows  that  he  has  made 
a  mistake  in  reducing  the  number 
of  the  batteries  of  the  Horse  Ar- 
tillery, have  the  boldness  and  courage 
to  re-establish  this  branch  of  the 
Service.  I  understand  that  there  are 
14  batteries  of  Field  Artillery  which 
are  to  be  converted  into  ammunition 
columns.  In  the  case  of  war,  I  take  it 
that  we  are  to  have  two  Army  Corps. 
Surely  my  right  hon.  Friend  cannot  for 
a  moment  have  regarded  the  efficiency 
of  two  Army  Corps,  if  he  seriously  con- 
templates a  project  which  would  render 
14  of  the  existing  batteries  de6cient  and 
unfit  for  the  purposes  for  which  they 
are  now  employed  ?  The  moment  we  go 
to  war  all  the  available  horses,  and,  I 
presume,  all  the  available  men,  are  to 
be  taken  from  those  14  batteries,  and 
the  Horse  Artillery  and  the  Field  Artil- 
lery in  the  two  Army  Corps  are  to  be 
made  efficient  by  providing  an  additional 
train.  If  that  is  to  be  the  case,  there 
must,  indeed,  be  a  deficiency  of  Field 
Artillery  for  an  active  campaign.  I  trust 
the  riffht  hon.  Gentleman  will  avail  him- 
self of  the  opportunity  of  explaining  in 
what  position  we  shall  stand  supposing 
that  two  Army  Corps  are  called  out  for 
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active  service  and  are  engaged  in  war. 
What  will  be  the  position  or  the  Army 
at  home  and  of  the  Army  in  India,  as 
well  as  of  the  forces  in  the  Colonies? 
This  is  a  very  serious  question,  and  it  is 
one  upon  which,  so  far,  we  have  had  no 
real  elucidation  whatever.     Therefore,  I 
hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be 
able  to  give  us  a  clear  statement.  There 
is  another  question  which  hasbeen  raised, 
and  raised  very  strongly,  in  regard  to  the 
organization  of  the  Artillery  Force.    We 
have  a  force  of  something  like  33,000 
men ;  and  it  has  been   suggested  that 
this  force  should  be  divided  into  three 
branches — Horse  Artillery,  Field  Batte- 
ries, and  Garrison  Artillery.     Now,  al- 
though it  is  suggested  that  the  Horse 
Artillery  and    Field    Batteries    should 
go    together,    the    two    services     are 
absolutely  distinct.     The  Garrison  Ar- 
tillery stands,  however,  in  a  totally  dif- 
ferent position  at  the  present  moment. 
Any   officer  going    into    the   Artillery 
would  prefer    the   Horse  Artillery   or 
the    Field     Batteries    to    the    Garri- 
son Artillery,  although  it  is  the  most 
scientific  branch  of  the  Army.     Why  is 
it  that  the  officers  dislike  service  with 
the  Garrison  Artillery?    It  is  because 
they  are  put  by  themselves  into  small 
isolated  forts  all  round  the  country,  and 
they  do  not  get  the  advantage  of  the 
promotion  which  other  officers  get  who 
are  serving  in  the  field.     It  is,  in  fact,  a 
place  of  the  worst  fortune,  as  it  is  called, 
and  officers  dislike  it  very  much.    Then, 
again,  at  the  present  day  they  are  called 
upon    to  work    enormous    guns — guns 
which   have  cost   very  large   sums    of 
money,  and  the  charges  for  which  are 
also   most   expensive.      I  believe    that 
one  of  the  larger   description  of  guns 
costs  from  £19,000  to  £21,000,  and  the 
cost  of  each  charge  from  £125  to  J£l50. 
Some  of  the  largest  guns  used  in  forts 
and  the  Navy  are  from  42  feet  to  43  feet 
8  inches  long,  and  you  require  men  to 
deal  with  them  who  have  had  a  special 
training.     You  require  men  who   have 
made  them  their  study ;  and  the  officers 
who  have  specially  studied  this    work 
and  the  construction  of  guns  aro    the 
men   who    look    forward    to    securing 
posts  in  your  Arsenal  at  Woolwich,  and 
your    other    manufacturing    establish- 
ments.      I   understand  that   my     ri^ht 
hon.  Friend  is   going   to  increase   the 
Garrison   Artillery  by  1,800  men — one 
half  of  which  (900)  are  to  be   raised 
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this  year.     I  know   the   question  is  a 
difficult    one;    but  I  say  that  it  is  a 
serioos  question,  whether  Garrison  Ar- 
tillery do  not  deserve  a  great  deal  more 
consideration  than  they  appear  to  have 
had  hitherto.    It  is  in  the  hope  that 
they  will  receive  the  consideration  to 
vhich  I  think  they  are  entitled,  I  have 
yentured  to  call  the  attention  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  to  the  matter.    I  come  now 
to  another  question  which  is  of  great  in- 
terest, and  upon  which  we  always  receive 
valuable  information  from  the  hon.  and 
pliant   General  my  hon.  Friend    the 
Member  for  South  Hampshire  (General 
Sir  Frederick  Fitzwyeram),  and  that  is 
the  case  of   the  Cavalry.    It  has  been 
asserted,  and,  I   believe,  rightly,  that 
whenever  we  have  a  little  war  on  hand, 
and  desire  to  send  out  a  regiment  of 
Cavalry,  we  have    to    take  men    and 
horses  from  other  Cavalry  regiments  in 
order  to  make  up  the  requisite  strength. 
In  that  respect  our  system  differs  materi- 
ally from  that  of  foreign  nations,  who 
always  keep  their  Cavalry  and  Artillery 
op  to  a  war  footing.     They  know  that 
services  of  Cavalry  or  of  Artillery  are  of 
litUe  or  no  value  unless  they  are  regu- 
larly kept  up,  and,  therefore,  they  use 
every  possible    means   of  keeping  up 
tlieir  strength  and  efRciency.    That  is 
what  we  ought  to  do ;  but  I  am  sorry  to 
fay  that  hitherto  we  have  not  followed 
the  exaoiple  of  our  Continental  neigh- 
bours.    I    believe    that  my  hon.   and 
gallant  Friend  the  Member  for  South 
Hampshire    maintains  that  every  Ca- 
valiy    reg^iment    ought    to    have    five 
squadrons,  four  to  take  into  the  field, 
and  one  to    form   a   depot   at    home. 
I  quite  agree  ;with  him,  and  have  so 
stated  in  previous  debates.    From  the 
i^nadron  maintained  as  a  depot  at  home 
men  can  be  drafted  as  necessity  arises, 
in  order  to  keep  the  regiment  in  the 
field  in  a  constant  state  of  efficiency. 
My  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  is  of  opinion 
that    every    Cavalry  regiment    should 
always  have  four  squadrons  in  an  abso- 
inte  state  of  efficiency.     It  is  an  arm  of 
which  we  have  always  been  proud,  and 
which  has  rendered  the  country  good 
service ;  but,  as  it  is  now  kept  up,  there 
would  be  great  difficulty,  in  the  event 
of  a  war,  in  puttine  into  the  field  a 
focoe  of  Cavalry  which  a  great  country 
&a  this  ought  always  to  have  at  its 
dbposal.     Then,  again,  as  to  the  Re- 
You  often  experience  a  diffi- 


culty in  getting  the  proper  men  belong- 
ing to  a  regiment  when  you  wish  to  fill 
up  vacancies.  You  ought  to  know 
where  all  your  Eeserve  men  are,  and 
try  them  every  year,  in  order  to  see 
whether  they  retain  their  efficiency,  and 
so  that  you  may  not  have  mere  Eeserves 
on  paper,  but  real  Eeserves,  capable  of 
being  called  out  at  any  moment.  I 
hope  my  right  hon.  Friend  will  go  one 
step  further.  Let  him  get  his  First 
Army  Corps  together,  and  let  him  attach 
to  it  the  Generals  and  officers  who  will 
have  to  command  it  in  the  field.  We 
should  then  be  able  to  see  what  it  is 
that  we  have  to  depend  upon.  The  men 
would  know  their  officers,  and  the  offi- 
cers their  Generals,  and  we  should  then 
be  quite  certain  that  we  had  one  Army 
Corps — perhaps  two — that  was  really 
efficient  and  ready  to  take  the  field  at  a 
moment's  notice.  I  am  quite  sure  that 
my  right  hon.  Friend  will  understand 
the  spirit  in  which  I  have  made  these 
remarks,  and  I  hope  they  will  commend 
themselves  to  his  attention. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.) :  I  am  sure  it  cannot  be  held 
that  our  Army  is  a  cheap  Army ;  it  is  a 
very  expensive  Army  indeed.  In  spend- 
ing money  on  our  Army,  the  great  ques- 
tion is  whether  we  get  our  money's 
worth  for  the  great  expenditure  incurred. 
That  depends  very  much  upon  organiza* 
tion.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  with  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Rochester 
(Colonel  Hughes-Hallett),  that  the  Ser- 
vice has  suffered,  to  some  extent,  from 
the  short- service  system.  For  service 
in  India,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  Em- 
pire, we  need  a  larger  proportion  of 
long-service  men.  We  have  to  main- 
tain a  large  Army  in  India  and  all  over 
the  world,  and  we  have  gone  too  far  in 
the  direction  of  short  service.  When 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Rossen- 
dale  (the  Marquess  of  Hartington)  was 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  he  took 
steps  in  the  right  direction,  with  a  view 
of  providing  that  the  Army  should  be 
divided  into  long-service  and  short- 
service  men ;  but  the  compromise  we 
have  now  is  one  which  means  neither 
one  thing  nor  the  other.  What  I  have 
risen  for,  however,  has  been  to  ask  one 
or  two  questions  in  refofenoe  to  the 
finance  of  the  Army.  Our  position  in 
regard  to  the  Army  is  this — after  de- 
ducting the  cost  of  the  Army  in  India,  to 
which  the  fullest  contribution  ie  made 
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by  India,  and  also  the  contributions 
from  the  Colonies,  we  pay  something 
near  £19,000,000  for  the  Army  we  main- 
tain for  the  defence  of  these  Islands. 
For  that  purpose  we  have  on  paper 
something  like  100,000  men,  and  the 
question  is — are  these  men  really  effec- 
tive ?  About  25,000  men  are  locked  up 
in  Ireland,  and  the  remaining  75,000 
are  in  England  and  Scotland.  I  believe 
there  is  much  truth  in  what  was 
said  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber for  Bochester  in  regard  to  the 
large  deductions  which  must  be  made 
before  we  can  get  at  the  real  effective 
state  of  the  Army.  I  believe  that  a 
large  portion  of  it  is  not  effective,  aud 
that  there  are  a  very  large  number  both 
of  soldiers  and  recruits  who  are  not  effi- 
cient in  many  ways.  It  appears  to  be 
necessary,  in  order  to  keep  up  an  efficient 
force  in  India  and  the  Colonies,  to  emas- 
culate the  battalions  serving  here  ;  and 
I  think  it  is  an  exaggeration  to  say 
that  one-half  of  the  men  who  serve  in 
England  and  Scotland  are  efficient  men 
fit  to  take  the  field.  Therefore,  when  we 
are  paying  £18,000,000  or  £19,000,000 
for  an  extremely  small  Army,  which 
exists  to  a  great  extent  on  paper  only, 
and  which  would  be  greatly  reduced 
before  we  could  put  it  in  the  field. 
I  must  say  that  I  am  very  uneasy.  I 
have  no  wish  to  reduce  the  cost  so 
far  as  the  home  defences  are  con- 
cerned. We  have  heard  a  great  deal 
about  the  necessity  for  providing  for  the 
defence  of  our  possessions  in  remote 
parts  of  the  Empire ;  but  I  confess  that 
we  ought  to  feet  much  more  interest  in 
the  defence  of  these  Islands,  and  yet  we 
possess  but  a  very  small,  and  altogether 
very  insufficient  Army.  I  ask  whether 
the  British  taxpayer  is  fairly  treated  in 
regard  to  the  financial  arrangements? 
After  deducting  all  the  contributions  we 
receive  from  the  Colonies  we  have  to  pay 
£18,000,000  or  £19,000,000  a-year  for 
an  emasculated  Army,  and  what  I  want 
to  ask  is  this,  I  believe  that  India  pays 
the  uttermost  farthing  that  can  be  fairly 
charged  upon  her.  I  have  never  com- 
plained of  that  charge.  I  think  it  is 
quite  right  and  proper  seeing  how  de- 
pendent India  is  upon  us  for  protection 
that  she  should  pay  every  farthing  of  the 
co3t  which  can  be  fairly  charged  upon 
her  either  directly  or  indirectly.  But 
when  we  come  to  the  Colonies  we  find 
a  very  different  state  of  matters.    We 
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have  in  the  Crown  Colonies  some  25,000 
men  who  really  represent  a  great  deal 
more  than  that  number  seeing  that  they 
are  the  pick  of  the  Army.    But  the  con- 
tributions received  towards  the  support 
of  that  Army  amount  to  but  a  small 
fraction  of  the  cost.     Even  that  little  is 
being  constantly  diminished.    In  all  our 
questions  with  the  Colonies  we  are  only 
too  apt  to  seek  a  settlement  by  putting  a 
little  heavier  burden  upon  the  shoulders 
of  the  British  taxpayer.     The  total  con- 
tributions   towards   the  cost   of  these 
25,000  men  was  no  more  last  year  than 
£139,000,    which  is  but  a  very  small 
fraction  of  the  annual  expenditure  of  the 
troops  sent  there.      The  Colonies  arc 
progressing  in  wealth   and  prosperity; 
they  are  making  immense  progress ;  but 
I  do  not  find  that  their  contributions 
towards  the  cost  of  their  defence  are  in- 
creasing, on  the  contrary,  there  has  been 
a  considerable  decrease  in  the  contri- 
butions received  from  the  Colonies  this 
year.     I  want  to  know  why  that  decrease 
has  taken  place  ?    I  think  we  may  say 
that  both  in  India  and  in  this  country 
something  like  one-half  of  our  effective 
and  actual  revenue  is  spent  on  the  Army 
and  Navy,  and  on  the  defences  of  the 
country.     But  on  the  other  hand,   in 
respect  of  the  Colonies  only,  an  infini- 
tesimal  portion  of  the  revenue  is  de- 
voted to  those  purposes.      I  want  to 
know  why  the  contributions  from   the 
Colonies  are   so  small,  and  why  they 
have  been  reduced  this  year  from  what 
they  were  last  year  ?    Why  should  the 
West  Indies  pay  nothing  at  all  for  their 
defence  ?    Honduras  used  to  pay  £5,700 
a-year,  and  that  contribution  has  been 
reduced  to  £700  this  year.    I  want  to 
know  why  a  colony  like  Natal — a  most 
ambitious  colony — always  seeking  for 
a  larger  territory,  with   a  revenue   of 
£800,000  a-year,  a  great  part  of  whicli  is 
derived  from  the  British  expenditure  on 
the  troops  employed   in  tlie  colony — I 
want  to  know  why  Natal  only  pays  the 
infinitesimal   small  sum  of    £4,000    a- 
year  for  its  defence,  or  something  like 
one-half  per  cent  on  its  revenue,  mrhile 
the  British  taxpayer  has  to  pay  fully  50 
per  cent  upon  his?    Let  me  take  tUe 
case' of  Ceylon  ;  geographically,  and  for 
many  purposes  it  is  an  outlying  district 
of  India.    It  is  a  rich  country  witK    a 
revenue  of  £1,200,000   a-year,   but  for 
purposes  of  military  defence  the  Xslaixd 
of  Ceylon  pays  only  3  per  cent  of    ita 


9S 


Suppfy— 


{May  16,  t887} 


Armt/  EaUmaieB, 


94 


xefenue;    and    I  find  that    even  that 

noall  payment  has  been  considerably 

diminished  this  year,  while  India  herself 

is  required  to  pay  a  full  contribution. 

Last  year  the  contributions  from    the 

Colooies  were  reduced,   and  this  year 

tbej  have  been  still  further  reduced. 

Instead  of  pajring  50  per  cent  like  India 

why  ehoold  Ceylon  be  only  called  upon 

to  pay  3  per  cent  of  her  revenue  ?    In 

these  days  of  depression,  I  think    we 

ought  to  look  to  the  interests  of   the 

British  taxpayer,  as  well  as  to  those  of 

the  rest  of  the  British  Empire ;  and  I 

contend  that  the  contributions  of  the 

Colonies  are  not  adequate,  and  are  not 

aa  &  fair  scale  compared  with  the  con- 

trihutions  of  this  country.     I  will  only 

repeat,  before  I  sit  down,  that  I  think 

something  ought  to  be  done  to  establish 

a  more  efficient  long-service  system  for 

the  employment  of  the  Army  in  India 

ftod  the  Colonies.    The  noble  Lord  the 

Member  for  Eossendale  (the  Marquess 

of  Hartington)  went  considerable  lengths 

in  that  direction ;  and  I  hope  that,  after 

vhat  has  been  said  by  tne  hon.  and 

gallant    Member    for    Rochester    and 

others,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 

vin  be  inclined  to  go  further  in  the 

same  direction. 

Qbtebal  GOLDSWORTHY  (Ham- 
fl^eranith) :  I  perfectly  agree  with  what 
luu  fallen  from  the  Members  who  have 
already  spoken  in  regard  to  the  organi- 
zation and  administration  of  the  Army. 
I  think,  however,  the  Committee  should 
noderstand  that  we  do  not  make  these 
observations  from  any  Party  or  personal 
point  of  view,  either  in  reference  to  any 
pttticalar  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
or  any  other  official.  The  right  hon. 
Oentleman  who  now  fills  that  high  posi- 
tion has  made  a  first  attempt  to  put 
things  in  a  practical  way  in  the  Memo- 
fsndiun  which  has  been  laid  before  the 
House.    He  says — 

"  The  fuccess  of  the  Prossian  organization  in 
i^O  for  the  first  time  drew  the  attention  of 
^  eoimtry  to  the  qaeetion  of  the  localization 
^  oar  forces  in  peace  time,  and  to  the  means  of 
Bo^tlismg  them  with  rapidity  when  war  was 
<Btieipatttl;  and  accordingly,  in  1874,  apian 
ior  tie  localization  of  the  forces  was  worked 
'^  tad  adopted,  followed  shortly  afterwards 
^oae  for  the  mobilization  of  the  Army." 

^  was  in  1870.    The  Memorandum 
ffNs  on  to  say,  a  little  further  on — 

^tkaamheme  of  mobilization  was  very  care- 
^f  deriaed ;  but  it  had  the  serious  defect  of 
'^ too  high«     It  assumed,  as  its  starting 


point,  that  the  whole  of  the  Militia,  as  well  as 
the  Regular  Army,  was  available  for  mobiliza- 
tion ;  and  it  passed  over  the  fact  that  the 
strength  of  our  Cavalry,  Artillery,  and  the 
other  branches  of  the  Service,  was  much  boluw 
what  it  should  have  been,  to  correspond  to  the 
strength  of  our  Infantry.  .  .  .  The  result  was 
that  the  mobilization  scheme  of  187o  never  had 
more  than  a  paper  existence." 

Here  we  are  in  1887,  and  we  are  en- 
gaged in  organizing  now.  Have  we 
had  no  organization  at  all — have  we  only 
had  an  apparent  organization,  but  no 
more  real  organization  than  we  had 
in  1 875  —  namely,  a  paper  organiza- 
tion? We  have  a  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  a  Commander- in- Chief,  an 
Adjutant  General,  and  a  Quartermaster 
General;  but  in  the  years  which  have 
elapsed  since  1875  we  have  had  some 
five  or  six  different  Secretaries  of  State. 
Whether  that  is  to  the  advantage  of  the 
Department  I  do  not  presume  to  say; 
but  I  do  say  this — that  if  any  business 
in  the  commercial  world  was  conducted 
on  War  Office  principles,  it  would  be 
in  bankruptcy  before  many  years  were 
over.  You  are  constantly  saying  in 
this  House  that  you  are  anxious  to  cut 
down  the  Army  expense.  I  am  for 
nothing  of  the  kind;  but  I  am  for 
efficiency ;  and  every  military  man  in 
the  House  of  Commons  will  tell  you 
that  the  country  has  not  secured  effi- 
ciency. I  was  glad  when  the  late 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  resigned, 
because  I  thought  there  would,  at  least, 
be  a  chance  of  drawing  attention  to  the 
vast  amount  of  money  which  is  ex- 
pended, and  the  very  little  which  the 
Government  gets  for  it.  The  noble  Lord 
was  not  in  favour  of  reducing  the 
number  of  men;  but  of  what  I  and 
other  military  men  in  this  House  wish 
— namely,  that  the  money  voted  for 
the  Army  should  be  judiciously  ex- 
pended. If  we  possessed  a  proper 
system,  the  money  would  go  a  longer 
way;  but  under  the  existing  want  of 
system  it  will  do  nothing  of  the  kind. 
You  ought  to  have  gone  much  further 
than  you  have  done,  and  made  many 
changes  which  you  have  not  made.  We 
soldiers  feel  that  it  is  undesirable  to 
have  a  civilian  at  the  head  of  the  Army, 
who,  in  the  first  place,  can  have  no  mili- 
tary knowledge,  and  who,  if  he  had, 
would  be  unable  to  bring  his  knowledge 
to  bear  owing  to  the  short  time  he  re  • 
mains  in  the  Office.  His  time  is  occupied 
in  learning  his  business,  and  in  doing 
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what  he  is  told  to  do  by  his  military 
advisers,  and  ever  since  1870  we  have 
had  the  same  set  of  military  advisers. 
The  changes  which  have  been  made 
since  have  been  altogether  insufficient. 
Many  of  the  Orders  issued  in  recent 
years  have  been  simply  to  put  you  "  as 
you  were."  In  ringing  the  changes 
between  long  and  short  service,  I  cannot 
but  think  the  interests  of  the  Anny  have 
suffered.  The  first  thing  we  have  to  do 
is  to  see  that  the  regiments,  as  they  are 
now  constituted,  are  properly  organized 
and  renumbered.  At  the  present  moment, 
there  is  a  difficulty  in  getting  the  re- 
cruits required,  and  the  reason  is  that 
you  do  not  holdout  sufficient  temptations 
to  induce  young  men  to  enter  the  Army. 
I  should  like  to  see  more  commissions 
given  to  men  from  the  ranks,  the  posi- 
tion of  the  quartermasters  improved, 
the  uniforms  simplified  and  cheapened, 
the  officers'  quarters  furnished.  Under 
the  existing  system,  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  at  the  end  of  two  or 
three  years,  is  changed,  and  this  is  the 
real  cause  of  much  of  the  evil  com- 
plained of.  There  are  30  or  40  things 
which  require  to  be  done;  but  as 
soon  as  some  of  them  are  done,  a 
new  Secretary  of  State  is  appointed, 
who  undoes  everything,  and  makes 
further  changes.  That,  I  say,  is  at 
the  bottom  of  the  whole  thing.  If 
the  Secretary  of  State  were  to  remain 
in  Office  for  a  considerable  length  of 
time,  his  views  would  become  matured, 
and  he  would  be  able  to  introduce  the 
changes  which  are  necessary.  In  Dub- 
lin, you  have  a  special  command;  in 
Scotland,  you  have  none ;  and  the  con- 
sequence is  that  the  Dublin  staff  are 
all  tumbling  over  one  another.  To  ren- 
der the  Army  efficient  a  great  number 
of  things  require  to  be  gone  into.  For 
16  years  we  have  been  doing  nothing, 
and  now,  in  the  next  six  months,  we 
hope  to  do  all  that  we  ought  to  have 
done  in  the  last  16  years.  I  will  not 
take  up  more  of  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee; but  I  trust  that  the  Committee 
will  see  that  military  men  are  desirous, 
not  only  of  securing  the  efficiency  of  the 
Army,  but  of  saving  the  money  of  the 
taxpayers. 

Gbneeal  FEASEB  (Lambeth,  N.) : 
I  will  only  take  up  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  a  few  minutes  in  asking  per- 
mission to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Committee  a  question  of  national  im- 
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portance — namely,  the  proposed  reduc- 
tion of  Horse  Artillery.    The  nation  is 
led  to  believe  that  there  are  to  be  suffi- 
cient Horse  Artillery  batteries  ready  for 
the  Army  Corps  to  take  the  field;   it 
should  know  that  the>  nine  attenuated 
batteries  on  peace  strength  when  con- 
centrated could  only  form  sufficient  for 
one   Army    Corps,  leaving   the  other 
Army  Corps    with    only  423  men  and 
nine  horses,  and  a  deficiency  of  277  men 
and  643  horses ;  and,  further,  that  these 
batteries  of  one  Army  Corps  will  be  in 
the  air,  without  any  sul>stantial  source 
from  which  to  replenish.    The  reasons 
given  for  these  reductions  are  various, 
and    appear    to  be  irreconcilable,  and 
suggest  *'  confusion  worse  confounded." 
Against  these  reductions  proofs  unan- 
swered and  unanswerable  have  been  put 
forward.      The  Secretary  of  State  for 
State  for  War  has  announced  at  different 
times  that  the  object  of  the  Government 
is  *'  no  longer  to  have  too  large  a  force 
of  attenuated  batteries,  but  to  make  those 
the  country  has  effective  and  available 
for  service ;  "  yet,  in  answer  to  a  Ques- 
tion, he   stated  that  the  batteries  re- 
tained would  be  kept  at  attenuated  peace 
strength.    Further,    the    Secretary    of 
State  for  War  has  announced  that  the 
first  object  in  the  reduction  is  to  increase 
the  number  of  Field  Artillery  guns,  in 
which  this  country  is  specially  deficient. 
Yet   he   also  states,   that   by  the  re- 
duction   he    creates    an     ammunition 
column,  of  which  we  are  totally  deficient. 
He  has  also  said — *'  I  must  honestly  aay 
I  should  be  very  glad  to    have  more 
field  batteries;''  yet,  he  declares  that 
14  batteries  of  Field  Artillery — namely, 
84  guns— are  to  be  kept  up  in  the  time  of 
peace,  to  be  disarmed,  broken  up,  and 
made  into  ammunition  columns  in  time 
of  war.    Therefore,  the  scheme  conies 
to  this,  that  four  batteries  of  Horse  Ar- 
tillery are  to  be  used  at  once  for  *'  tlie 
provision    of   transport,"  and  14  field 
batteries  are  to  be  swept  away  for  tlie 
same  purpose  in  the  event  of  war.     THe 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  allows,  witli 
reference  to  a  speech  of  the  Adjutaxil 
General,  that  it  will  require  3,702  horses 
above    the    number  estimated  for  t^lxli 
year  to  place  the  Eoyal  Artillery  axic 
their  ammunition  columns  for  the    t.\^c 
Army  Corps  on  war  strength.    The  Se 
cretary  of  State  for  War  has  spoken,    o 
'*  the  perplexity  of  the  situation  "   ^wit.1 
regard  to  the  horse  supply,  and     t^ 
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especial  difficulty  with  regard  to  Horse 
Artillery,  and  he  used  these  words — 

'*  I  say  there  are  no  horses  available  in  the 
ooantty  to  man  these  Horse  Artillery  batteries 
in  any  short  time,  and  to  make  them  fit  for 
active  service." 

His  admission  that  the  horse  difficulty 
<*  eog^ages  his  earnest  attention,"  certainly 
giTes  the  strongest  reason  against  trans- 
ferring to  transport  work  these  grand 
Horse  Artillery  horses,  for  which  very 
inferior  horses  can  any  day  he  obtained. 
Every  man  interested  in  horses  through- 
out the  Kingdom  knows  that  condition 
is  everything.    It  was  my  duty,  in  1882, 
to   purchase    several   hundred    horses. 
Artillery  horses  at  £55  were  difficult  to 
obtain,  and  they  were  quite  unfit,  from 
want  of    condition,  to  go   on    service. 
With  regard  to  the  Horse  Artillery  men 
to  fill  np  and  to  supply  the  vacancies 
caused    by  casualties,    they  are  to  be 
found  in  the  highways  and  the  bye  ways 
from   the    Beserve.     Many    men    have 
taken  to  tramping,  and  have  not  been 
mustered    or   medically   inspected    for 
years,    and    have  lost    the  Horse  Ar- 
tilleryman's  art.       There  is   no  other 
resource.       Without  the  reduction  we 
have   not    one  man   or  one  horse  too 
many.     It  is  a  fact  that  within  the  last 
few  days  batteries  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  relief  from  one  station  to  another  in 
thiscoantry  have  been  obliged  to  borrow 
horses  to  move  the  guns.     The  question 
is — How  can  the  batteries  be  raised  to 
war  strength  ?    The  answer  must  be, 
either  by  drawing  on  other  batteries  in 
reserve,  such  as  the  four  doomed  bat- 
teries, still  within  call,  or  else  from  a 
large  Horse   Artillery  Depot,   for  the 
two  Army  Corps,  which  condition,  an 
exceUent  authority  states,  was  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Committee.     Of 
this  we  now  hear  nothing.     There  is  no 
reserve  whatever  of  horses,  and  yet  no 
battery -could  be  safely  sent  into  the 
field  with,  some  70  horses  new  to  their 
work;   one  inefficient  horse  may  mean 
the  loss  of  valuable  lives,  or  of  guns. 
Guns,  as  the  Secretary  of  Stato  for  War 
remarks,     would    be    useless    without 
ammunition ;    also,    it    may    be    said, 
aoimnnition  would  be  useless  without 
guns.     The  question  is — Which  is  the 
most  easy  to  improvise,  gun  batteries  or 
momnition  columns?     In  his  Memo- 
zundam  on  the  Estimates  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  shows  that  there  is 
nfllotent  Field  Artillery   for  the  two 
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Army  Corps  without  touching  the  Horse 
Artillery,  if  only  provision  is  made  for 
ammunition  columns.   Now,  14  effective 
field  batteries   are   to  be  turned  into 
ammunition   columns    in  war  time,   a 
step  equivalent  to  absolute  reduction  of 
them  so  far  as  the  guns  are  concerned. 
The  result  of  this  scheme  would  be,  that 
were  the  two  Army  Corps  on  emergency 
to  be  sent  abroad,  and  were  an  invasion 
of  this  country  attempted,  we  may  be 
absolutely  denuded  of  all  regular  Field 
Artillery.     The   Secretary  of  State  for 
War  has  stated  that  it  was  intended  to 
issue  to  the  Volunteers  field  guns,  which 
were  to  compensate  for  the  loss  of  our 
guns  of  Eegular  Field  Artillery.    Is  it 
still  intended  to  carry  out  this  part  of 
a  scheme  ?    Has  any  arrangement  been 
made  for  the  instruction  of  the  Volun- 
teers in  Artillery  riding,  driving,  &c.  ? 
Surely  England  should  maintain  a  suffi- 
ciency  of   Horse  Artillery,   on    which 
India,  which  pays  for  so  many  of  our 
batteries,  might  draw  on  sudden  emer- 
gency. If  the  two  Army  Corps  are  raised 
above  paper  condition  and  have  to  go 
abroad,  England  will  be  left  without  a 
man  or  horse  to  recruit  casualties  either 
for  these  Army  Corps  or  for  India.    Is 
it  wise  or  prudent,  at  a  time  when  every 
European  power  is  arming  to  the  teeth, 
to  reduce  one  of  the  special  branches  of 
the  British  Army?    Considering  our  re- 
sponsibilities in  the  Mediterranean  and 
tho   East,    where   Cavalry  and    Horse 
Artillery  are  of  vital  importance,   are 
we  right  in  reducing  an  arm  which  can- 
not   be    immediately    strengthened    or 
constructed    without    years   of    special 
training?  The  necessities  of  India  appear 
to  have  been  ignored — the  reliefs  even 
of  the  batteries  there  are  not  taken  into 
account.      Field  Marshal  Lord  Napier 
of  Magdala,   in  ''  another  place,"  has 
expressed  his  opinion  that  the  reduction 
of  our  more  perfect  armament,   which 
has  taken  a  long  and  careful  training  to 
bring  to  that  perfection,  is  sure  to  be 
followed,  at  no  distant  time,  by  increased 
expenditure,  if  by  no  greater  evil.     It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  in  1870, 
the  Royal  Artillery  was  decreased  by 
2,190  officers  and  men;  that  very  year 
it  was  increased   by  5,000.      In   1881 
there  was   a  further  reduction  of   352 
horses  and  659  men  and  42  guns.     In 
1882  there  was  a  further  reduction  of 
two  batteries  of  Horse  Artillery,  two  of 
Field  Artillery,  and  also  of  three  Qar- 
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risen  batteries.  Within  the  last  four 
years  the  Indian  Government  repre- 
sented that  it  might  be  obb'ged  to  call 
on  England  for  a  large  number  of  horse 
and  field  batteries,  which  could  not  pos- 
sibly have  been  supplied  without  almost 
denuding  the  whole  of  the  home  bat- 
teries. The  distinguished  General  spoken 
of  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
as  his  military  adviser,  appears  to  have 
overlooked  the  necessity  of  mobility  in 
Artillery,  and  to  ignore  entirely  the  value 
of  Horse  Artillery  ;  if  his  advice  is  ad- 
hered to,  in  a  very  short  time  in  a  cam- 
paign there  would  be  no  Horse  Artillery 
available.  His  depreciation  of  the  value 
of  the  Horse  Artillery  as  being  armed 
with  a  very  poor  gun  is  not  applicable, 
as  a  large  proportion  of  the  Field  Artil- 
lery are  at  present  also  armed  with  the 
9-poundergun,  though  we  are  told  these 
batteries  will  be  armed  with  a  superior 
gun  and  the  Horse  Artillery  with  "some 
sort  of  10-pounder;"  but  these  equip- 
ments are  not  in  existence.  He  claims 
that  our  field  batteries  are  armed  with  an 
admirable  1 3-pounder  or  the  old  pattern 
16-pounder— a  good  but  unwieldy  gun 
— the  fact  being  that  there  are  only  1 3 
batteries  armed  with  the  1 3-pounder, 
and  15  batteries  with  the  16-pounder. 
I  Lave  received  earnest  representations 
from  many  of  our  most  distinguished 
officers,  who  have  organized  and  com- 
manded Armies,  protesting  against  the 
proposed  reduction,  and  I  feel  confident 
that  this  House  and  the  country  in 
general  support  their  views.  We  soldiers 
repudiate  the  idea  just  now  put  forward 
that  there  is  an  agitation  on  this  subject 
likely  to  lead  to  indiscipline ;  we  fully 
recognize  the  brilliant  deeds  and  the 
discipline  that  have  gained  for  the  Eoyal 
Artillery  a  name  that  no  taunt  can  touch 
and  no  disparagement  discredit. 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE :  I  think  it  will 
be  for  the  convenience  of  the  House 
that  I  should  now  say  a  few  words  in 
reply  to  the  speeches  which  have  already 
been  made.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George  Campbell)  has 
called  attention  to  the  contributions  now 
being  made  by  the  Colonies  towards  the 
military  expenditure  of  this  country,  and 
he  named  certain  Colonies  in  which  he 
thought  the  contributions,  inadequate 
as  they  were,  had  been  reduced.  I  wish 
to  offer  one  or  two  words  in  answer  to 
the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
because  I  am  one  of  those  who,  looking 
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at  the  cost  of  employing  Her  Majesty's 
troops  for  the  defence  of  the  Colonies, 
think  that  the  Colonies  themselves  ought 
to  be  called  upon  to  contribute  fairly. 
First  of  all,  the  hon.  Gentleman  called 
attention  to  the  case  of  Honduras. 

Sir  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL :  To  the 
West  Indies. 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE:    Honduras  is 
one  of  them.     In  the  case  of  Honduras 
the  troops  were  being  gradually  with- 
drawn, and,  accordingly,  Her  Majesty's 
Government  had   agreed  to  remit  the 
Honduras  contribution  of  £5,000.  Hong 
Kong  and  the  Straits  Settlements  and 
Ceylon  have  also  slightly  reduced  their 
contribution ;  but  that  has  been  done  at 
a  time  when  they  have  been  induced  to 
vote  an  enormous  sum  for  the  defence  of 
the  coaling  stations,  or  their  own  defence. 
Hong  Kong  has  voted  over  £145,000, 
Ceylon  £45,000,  and  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments a  very  large  amount,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  putting  Singapore  in  that  posi- 
tion of  defence  in  which  we  wish  to  see 
it.     Therefore,  I  do  not  think  that  any- 
one could  say  that  the  Colonies  have 
neglected  the  responsibility  thrown  upon 
them,  or  have  failed  in  their  duty.   And 
now  a  word  or  two  with  respect  to  the 
speech  of  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
the  Member  for  North  Lambeth  (General 
Eraser)  who  has  just  sat  down.      So  far 
from  there  being  any  desire,  on  my  part, 
to  make  an  attack  on  the  Horse  Artillery, 
I  oan  assure  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
that  I  am  one  of  those  who  joined  with 
him  in  hearty  recognition  of  the  merits 
of  that    splendid    force.      The    Horse 
Artillery  has  rendered  magnificent  ser- 
vice to  the  country,  and  should  the  occa- 
sion arrive  I  have  no  doubt  they  would 
render  services  equally  great.     Anyone 
who  has  seen  the   admirable  pitch  of 
training  at  which  the  force  has  arrived 
cannot  fail  to  admire  it,  wherever  they 
see  it  employed.     Therefore,  it  is  in  no 
spirit  of  hostility  to    the  Eoyal  Horse 
Artillery  that  any  of  theproposedchanges 
will  be  carried  out.     I  speak  as  a  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  who  has  only  held 
that  position  for  a  few  weeks.     All  that 
a  Secretary  of   State  for  War  can   do, 
under  such  circumstances,  in  regard  to 
any  alteration  in  any  part  of  the  Service, 
is  to  ask  for  and  receive  the  opinion  of 
his  military  advisers,  and  having  weigbed 
their  experience  and  their  views    they 
put  forward,  to  arrive  at  the  best  con- 
clusion he  can  form  from  the  expression. 
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of  opinion  he  receives  from  them.     His 
duty  is  to  look  at  the  question  from  the 
broadest  possible  point  of  view.     He  is 
bound  almost  to  utilize  in  full  all  the 
resources  of  the  country,  and  there  are 
two  questions  he  is  specially  bound  to 
ask  himself.     The  first  is  whether  the 
step  he  is  about  to  take  will  increase  or 
diminish  the  defensive  or  the  offensive 
power  of  the  country ;  and  in  this  case 
the  evidence  before  me  proves,  at  any 
rate,  to  my  satisfaction,  that  the  proposed 
alteration  will  increase    the    defensive 
pover  of  the  country.     My  hon.    and 
gallant  Friend  the  Member  for  Sussex 
(Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot),  whose  speech 
I  may  say  we  were  all  glad  to  hear,  after 
his  long  absence  from  the  House,  re> 
ferred  to  the  Garrison  Artillery.    Now, 
I  may  tell  him  that  during  the  short 
time  I  have  been  in  Office  it  has  been 
my  duty  to  devote  a  very  large  portion 
of  my  time  to  the  consideration  of  that 
question.     There  is  nothing  more  im- 
portant than   to  maintain  the  Garrison 
Artillery  in  a  state  of  efficiency.     I  know 
that  up  to  a  certain  point  the  Artillery 
Volunteers  can  be  relied  upon  in  case 
of  necessity,  but  that  is  not  sufficient. 
In  the  scheme  we  are  laying  down  we 
are  utilizing  to  the  full  the  services  of 
the  Yolunteer  Artillery ;   but  it  is  im- 
possible for    them  to   devote  sufficient 
time  to  training  and  the  acquisition  of 
that  Ecientific  knowledge  which  would 
alone  enable  them  altogether  to  super- 
cede the   regular  Garrison  Artillery  in 
case   of   invasion.      It    is,     therefore, 
necessary  that  there  should  be  a  large 
increase  made  in  our  Garrison  Artillery 
Force  if  we  wish  to  put  the  defensive 
Force  of  the   country   upon   a    proper 
footing.     I  have  put  forward ,  in  a  Memo- 
randum, which   has  been  circulated  to 
Members    of  Parliament,  a  hope  that 
Parliament  will  be  induced  to  sanction 
the  creation  of  two  new  Army  Corps  of 
regular  troops.     Some  people  say  that 
I  am  much  too  sanguine,  and  that  the 
scheme  is  far  too  ambitious ;  but  if  that 
is  the  argument  which  is  to  be  put  for- 
ward it  makes  our  case  all  the  stronger, 
because,    according  to  the    evidence  of 
military  experts,  when   the  scheme  is 
carried  out  the  present  proposal  which 
has  been  determined  upon  will  enable 
Ttt  to  provide  two  Army  Corps,  with  an 
eflBdent  force  of  Horse  and  Field  Ar- 
tHleiy,  as     well   as    with    an    efficient 
Sffimunition  column  which  at  present  does 


not  exist.    Let  me  now  refer  to  some  of 
the  objections  which  have  been  raised. 
My  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Sussex  was  the  first  to  refer  to 
the   ammunition  column,  and  my  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  who  just  sat  down  has 
pointed  out  that  it  will  be  weakening  the 
Artillery  to  turn  14  batteries  of  Field 
Artillery   into  ammuninition   columns. 
I  explained  the  other  day  that  that  is 
what  wo  have  already  done.    As    at 
present     we     have     no     ammunition 
column;   if  it  is  necessary  to  send  the 
Army  abroad,   we  have  practically  to 
break    up    the    field    batteries.     It   is 
now  proposed  to  establish  ammunition 
columns  solely  for  this  purpose,  that  we 
may  be  able  to  send  an  Army  Corps  into 
the  field  in  any  sudden  emergency  with- 
out undue  delay.    If  we  are  to  have  a 
little  time,  and  to  be  supplied  with  the 
necessary    funds    for    the    purpose,    I 
undertake  to  say  we  shall  be  able  to 
send  out  an  Army  Corps,   and  at  the 
same  time  to  retain  field  batteries  for 
effective    service,    either    at    home   or 
wherever  they   may  be  wanted.      My 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  also  called  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  the  batteries  of 
the  First  and  Second  Army  Corps  are 
not  fully  equipped,  either  with  horses  or 
men ;   and,  he  added,  that  if  we   were 
called  upon  to  act  in  any  sudden  emer- 
gency we  should  experience  great  diffi- 
culty in  fully  manning  these  Corps.     I 
admit  that  to  the  fullest  extent.     I  can 
only  say  what  I  have  already  said,  that 
if  Parliament  wishes  to  have  these  two 
Army  Corps  put  upon  a  war  footing,  it 
must  be  prepared  to   supply  the  War 
Office  both  with  men  and  money.     On 
no  other  condition  should  we  be  able  to 
carry  out  the  work  ;  but  I  do  not  think 
Parliament  will  refuse  when  it  is  asked 
to  supply  those  means  which  are  not 
refused  in  other  countries.    I  may  say 
that  the  steps  we  have  taken,  although 
they  have  met  with  the  greatest  hostility 
from  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  be- 
hind me,  will  greatly  increase  the  fight- 
ing power  of  the  Army,  and  will  enable 
us  to  take  the  steps  which  have  been 
advocated  in  this  House  year  after  year, 
but  to  carry   out   which  nothing   has 
hitherto  been  done.     It  is  also  intended 
to  provide    the   nucleus   of   an   Army 
Transport    Corps    in    connection    with 
every  regiment  in  the  two  Army  Corps, 
that  being  one  of  the  primest  necessities 
of  the  Army,    All  I  can  say  as  to  the 
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Commissariat  Department  is  that  it  will 
be  carefully  inquired  into,  and  I  hope 
and  believe  that  the  inquiry  will  be 
made  in  the  course  of  the  current  year. 
The  object  will  be  totally  to  re-organize 
the  system  so  as  to  make  it  very  much 
more  efficient,  from  a  fighting  point  of 
view,  than  it  has  ever  been  before.  We 
hope  to  take  other  steps.  We  believe 
that  even  out  of  the  present  Estimates 
we  shall  be  able  to  do  a  good  deal  to- 
wards putting  the  First  Army  Corps  in 
a  state  of  readiness,  so  that  it  may  bo 
able  to  take  the  field  at  a  moment's 
notice.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
our  Army,  after  all,  is  a  very  small  one, 
and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  War  Office 
to  so  utilize  it  as  to  make  every  man  in 
it  of  value,  and  every  portion  of  it  ap- 
plied to  the  most  effective  purpose. 
That  is  what  we  really  want — namely, 
to  secure  that  every  man  in  our  small 
Army  shall  be  applied  to  the  most 
practicable  and  the  most  useful  purpose 
possible— that  every  man  shall  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  particular  purpose  to 
which  he  is  to  be  applied.  In  carrying 
out  this  object,  a  heavy  responsibility 
lies  on  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War ; 
but  it  is  one  from  which  I  do  not  shrink, 
and  one  which  I  will  endeavour  to  dis- 
charge to  the  utmost  of  my  ability.  I 
am  quite  certain  that  if  any  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  on  coming  into  Office, 
can  satisfy  Parliament  that  his  object  is 
to  make  our  small  Army  useful  for  all 
the  purposes  for  which  it  is  intended,  he 
will  have  no  difficulty  in  inducing  Par- 
liament to  supply  him  with  the  means. 

Sir  HENEY  HAVELOCK-ALLA.N 
(Durham,  S.E.) :  May  I  be  permitted 
to  say  that  I  congratulate  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  very  much  upon  the  course 
he  has  taken.  It  is,  I  believe,  the  first 
instance  in  which  the  Eepresentatives  of 
this  House  who  are  especially  interested 
in  military  matters  have  been  assembled 
upstairs  in  order  that  the  Government 
might  lay  their  proposals  before  them. 
Such  a  course  will,  I  think,  tend  to 
shorten  the  debate  in  Committee,  and  to 
bring  the  views  of  hon.  Members  best 
qualified  to  form  an  opinion  forcibly  be- 
fore the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  As  far 
as  the  reduction  of  the  Eoyal  Horse 
Artillery  is  concerned,  the  essential 
points  of  which  have  been  so  ably  laid 
before  the  Committee  by  my  hon.  and 
jrallant  Friend  the  Member  for  North 
Lambeth  (General  Eraser),  I  regret  that 
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the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should  have 
announced  his  final   determination  to 
adhere  to  the  decision  at  which  he  has 
already  arrived.     We  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  was  still  open  for  considera- 
tion, and  that,  after  a  discussion  here, 
the  War  Office  might  have  been  induced 
to    come    to    another  decision  in   the 
matter.      The    right   hon.    Gentleman 
told  us,  as  we  have  been  told  before, 
that  the  opinion  of  his  military  advisers 
has  strengthened  him  in  making  this 
reduction,  although  I  believe  there  has 
been  no  step  which  has  been  more  uni- 
versally condemned  by  the  whole  mili- 
tary opinion  of   the  country.     But    I 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  must 
have  been  altogether  misinformed  if  he 
supposes  that  even  at  a  moment  when 
military  officers    have  felt  themselves 
professionally  obliged  to  condemn  the 
change  about  to  be  introduced,  they  will 
be  induced  to  turn  from  the  strict  path 
of  the  lines  laid  down  by  military  dis- 
cipline, or  to  get  up  anything  which  may 
bear  the  sli^test  semblance  of  agita- 
tion against  the  scheme.    I  am  one  of 
those  who  have  taken  a  humble  part  in 
pressing  reasons  and  arguments  against 
any  reductions  of  the  Eoyal  Horse  Ar- 
tillery upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
as  strongly  as  possible.     I  have  there- 
fore   been   brought  into    contact  with 
other  general  otficers;  and,  I  believe, 
the  right  hon.   Gentleman  is  entirely 
misinformed  as  to  their  feeling,  for  I 
have  seen  nothing  but  the  strongest  in- 
dications of  dissatisfaction.     I  am  not 
going  to  repeat  again   the   arguments 
which  have  been  so  strongly  put  by  my 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  opposite  ((Gene- 
ral Eraser).     He  has  made  the  question 
his  special  study,  and  I  think  he    has 
acquitted  himself  in  a  way  which    re- 
flects the  utmost  credit  upon  him.      I 
believe  that  further  argument  on  our 
side   is  needless;  the  question  is  well 
understood  in  the  country,  and  our  views 
have  been  endorsed  by  the  public  Press 
in  every  direction ;  and,  therefore,  the 
only  persons   who  remain  in  favour  of 
the  scheme  of  the  War  Office  are  cer- 
tain unnamed  military  officers,  althou^U 
who  they  are  I  have  not  been  able  to 
make  out,  after  the  most  minute    and 
careful  inquiry.     I  am  in  possession  of 
the  opinion  of  all  the  officials  of    the 
Horse    Guards    and   the    War    Office, 
although  I  will  not  name  them  or  the 
offices  they  fill,  and  with  the  exception 
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of  one  general  officer  who  is  understood 
to  be  the  originator  of  the  scheme,  I 
have  not  been  able  to  find  a  single  indi- 
Tidaal,  high  or  low,  who  is  not  prepared 
to  express  his  strong  condemnation  of 
the  step  the  War  Office  were  about  to 
take.  The  reason  why  I  now  speak  on 
this  subject  is,  that  when  the  matter 
came  under  discussion  half-an-hour  ago, 
I  was  under  the  impression  that  the  step 
had  been  finally  taken,  and  in  that  case 
it  would  have  been  unnecessary  to  make 
any  further  allusion  to  it. 

Mb.  E.  STANHOPE:   It  has  been 
taken. 

8iK  HENEY  HA VELOCK- ALLAN : 
I  am  extremely  sorry  to  hear  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  confirm  my  fears  upon 
that  point.  Bat  even  if  the  decision 
ahoola  be  reconsidered,  I  believe  that 
at  the  eleventh  hour  it  would  not  be  an 
easy  matter  to  call  these  batteries  again 
into  immediate  existence.  I  want  to 
impress  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  that  he 
is  now  taking  a  step  in  the  name  of  eco- 
nomy which,  instead  of  being  econo- 
mical in  its  results,  will  lead,  in  my 
opinion*  to  the  most  extravagant  and 
wasteful  expenditure  that  can  be  de- 
vised. Supposing  in  12  months  it  should 
be  necessary  to  reinstate  these  bat- 
teries, I  venture  to  say  that  the  saving, 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  thinks 
would  be  effected  would  be  exceeded  four 
times  in  amount  in  the  attempt  to  re- 
establish them,  and  that  they  would 
be  re*as8embled  with  a  degree  of  effi.- 
den(^  so  minimized  that  there  could  be 
so  comparison  between  it  and  their  pre- 
sent state  of  efficiency.  I  repeat  that  it 
is  the  most  wasteful  and  extravagant 
proceeding  I  have  ever  heard  of.  The 
n'ght  hon.  Gentleman  tells  us  he  is  only 
following  the  precedent  of  foreign  armies 
in  preserving  the  Horse  Artillery  on  a 
imall  footing  at  this  time,  and  reducing 
the  number  of  guns  from  six  to  four. 
Bat,  in  saying  that,  he  is  instituting  an 
analogy  which  is  utterly  and  entirely  in- 
applicable in  the  case  of  our  Army.  In 
Austria,  Prance,  Germany,  and  Eussia 
there  is  a  well- constituted  and  efficient 
system  of  reserve  for  horses,  extending 
over  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  in  the 
cases  of  Artillery  there  are  numerous 
Beserves,  amounting  to  thousands  of 
men,  perfectly  trained  and  kept  up  in 
their  exercises,  so  that  on  any  emer- 
gawy,  they  can  be  brought  in  to  swell 


the  batteries  from  four  to  six  guns.  In 
our  system  there  is  nothing  resembling 
that.  To  talk  of  filling  up  these  batteries 
with  our  Reserve  Artillery  men  appears 
simply  ridiculous  to  those  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  matter.  On  going 
back  to  civil  life,  the  men  lose  nearly  all 
their  riding  and  driving,  which  in  the 
Horse  Artillery  has  been  raised  to  the 
position  of  a  fine  art.  Therefore,  I  say, 
to  talk  of  analogy  in  this  respect  between 
this  and  foreign  countries,  is  a  thing  so 
ludicrous,  that,  as  I  ventured  to  say  be- 
fore, it  approaches  to  something  in  the 
nature  of  a  practical  joke.  I  suppose 
we  must  consider  that  this  matter  is  at 
an  end ;  but  we  military  Members,  who 
are  strongly  impressed  with  the  fatal 
nature  of  the  step  that  is  taken,  have 
discharged  our  consciences ;  we  have,  at 
all  events,  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that,  writh  the  exception  of  this  shadowy 
individual,  who  has  been  referred  to,  we 
carry  the  whole  country  with  us.  Having 
said  that  and  stated  our  views,  I  do  not 
desire  to  go  further  in  the  matter,  be- 
cause I  can  assure  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman that  I  do  not  wish  to  embarrass 
him  in  the  slightest  degree,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  to  give  him  every  aid  in  the 
task  which  he  has  taken  upon  himself. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  already,  dur- 
ing the  short  period  ho  has  been  engaged 
at  the  War  Office,  has  given  us  the  assur- 
ance that  he  will  equal,  and  even  exceed 
the  records  of  many  of  his  Predecessors ; 
and,  therefore,  it  is  not  with  any  con- 
tentious feeling  that  I  express  my  regret 
that  he  should  have  been  led  to  take 
this  step.  Our  protests  have  been  made 
against  a  measure  which,  we  are  told,  it 
is  no  longer  in  our  power  to  reverse,  but 
which  we  believe  to  be  most  mischievous. 
Having  recently  returned  from  abroad, 
and  having  had  long  experience  of  the 
military  system  of  every  nation  of 
Europe  and  that  of  America  also,  it 
seems  to  me  that,  in  view  of  the  possi- 
bility of  having  to  make  a  sudden  de- 
mand for  a  large  development  of  our 
military  forces,  either  for  the  defence  of 
our  Indian  possessions,  or  on  account  of 
contingences  which  might  take  place  in 
Europe,  this  is  the  very  worst  moment 
that  could  have  been  chosen  for  taking 
this  step.  But  I  would  beg  to  be  allowed 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  that  which  I  conceive  to 
be  the  next  important  step  to  be  taken. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  the 
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Faroli  am  Division  of  Hants  (Sir  Frederick 
Fitz-Wjgram)  is  the  man  best  qualified 
to  speak  on  this  question,  and,  therefore, 
I  fchall  only  touch  upon  it.  It  is  no 
secret  that  the  condition  of  our  Cavalry, 
a?  regards  their  power  of  rapid  expan- 
sion, id  unsatisfactory ;  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  force  are  undoubtedly  all  that 
can  be  desired ;  but  as  regards  the 
power  of  expansion  and  the  supply  of 
horses,  it  is  probably  in  a  lower  condition 
than  it  has  been  for  years.  I  have  long 
been  the  advocate  of  the  foreign  system, 
by  which  a  sufficient  supply  of  horses  is 
obtainable.  We  have  nothing  amongst  us 
approaching  to  that  system.  It  is  true 
that  there  is  a  skeleton  depot  for  Cavalry 
at  Canterbury,  which,  it  appears,  sup- 

?lie3  the  demands  which  arise  in  our 
ndian  Service ;  but  it  is  no  exaggera- 
tion to  say  that  if  a  sudden  demand  were 
made  upon  us,  even  such  as  was  made 
in  the  Egyptian  Campaign  of  1882,  to 
say  nothing  of  any  European  contin- 
gency, which  would,  of  course,  be  a 
much  more  serious  matter,  we  could 
not  at  the  present  moment  put  three 
complete  Cavalry  regiments  into  the 
field  ;  and  to  do  that,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  draw  from  every  Cavalry  regi- 
ment in  the  Service,  so  that  you  will 
have  nothing  approaching  a  Eeserve  be- 
hind it.  I  do  not  want  to  dilate  on  this 
subject  longer,  because  the  hoo.  and 
gallant  Member  for  the  Fareham  Divi- 
sion of  Hants,  who  has  filted  the  post  of 
Inspector  of  Cavalry  for  years,  will  deal 
with  it,  and  I  know  that  when  he  gets 
up  we  shall  have  a  full  supply  of  details. 
I  will,  therefore,  in  conclusion,  beg  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  early  and  earnestly 
to  direct  his  attention  to  this  matter.  I 
say  this  with  the  desire  to  aid  him  in 
achieving  a  brilliant  success;  and  I 
assure  him  that  if  he  can  succeed  in 
putting  our  Cavalry  on  a  footing  of 
efficiency  with  the  two  other  arms  of  the 
Service,  he  will  have  accomplished  more 
in  the  direction  of  a  most  necessary  and 
valuable  work  of  Army  reform  than  has 
been  achieved  during  many  years  past. 

Sib  FEEDEEICK  FITZ-WYGBAM 
(Hants,  Fareham) :  The  question  of  re- 
duction of  the  Horse  Artillery  has  been 
very  fully  discussed,  and  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  deal  further  with  that  subject. 
But  I  have  another  subject  before  me 
to  which  I  desire  to  direct  the  attention 
of  the  Committee,  and  to  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State 
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for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  has  alluded 
— namely,  the  absolute  necessity  which 
exists  for    increasing   the   number    of 
trained  men  in  garrisons  for  the  service 
of  our  large  new  guns.    That  necessity 
arises  from  the  great  weight  of  modem 
guns  and  the  machinery  connected  with 
them.      In  the  old    days,   in  case  of 
siege,  infantry  were  used  for  working 
guns;  but  that  cannot  be  done  at  the 
present  time  with  modern  guns  under 
existing  circumstances.     We  have  been 
told  that  these  guns  cannot  be  worked 
except  by  thoroughly  trained  men.    My 
idea  is  that  the  Infantry  regiments  ought 
to  be  trained  under  a  full  course  of  in- 
struction in  the  loading  and  management 
of  garrison  guns.     The  knowledge  of 
this  cannot,   of  course,   be  gained  on 
the  emergency,  for,  as  the  Conmiittee 
will  be  aware,  it  takes  a  long  time  to 
teach  men  what  they  have  to  do.     It 
would  take  a  considerable  time  to  put 
the  men  through    the  course.     Now, 
there  are  two  classes  of  instruction — fir«»t 
the  laboratory  course  through    which 
gunners  have  to  go,  and  which  can  only 
be  gone  through  at  Woolwich.     It  em- 
braces   technical  and   scientific  know- 
ledge.    That    course  I  do   not   think 
adapted   to   Infantry  regiments.     The 
second    class    of    instruction     relates 
simply  to  the  working  of  the  guns  when 
in  position,  and  that  course  I  believe 
may  be  thoroughly  learned  by  Infantry 
regiments.    I  do  not  propose  that  the 
whole  of  the  regiment  should  be  taught, 
because  there   are  in  all  regiments  a 
number  of  stupid   men  who    are    in- 
capable of  being  so  instructed.     There 
are,  however,  in  all  regiments  a  number 
of  intelligent  men  fond  of  machinery  ; 
and  I  think  if,  say  15  per  cent  of  the 
regiment  were  taught,  the  result  would 
be  in  every  way  satisfactory.     To  effect 
this,  I  think  three  or  four  months,  with 
two  hours  instruction  a  day,  would  be 
necessary.    It  cannot  be  expected,  how- 
ever,  that    men  would  give  up  their 
time  without  payment,  and  I  think  that 
about  Id.  a-day  per  man  would  be  suffi- 
cient.    Taking  the  number  of  men  at 
120  per  battalion,  this  would  cost,  in 
round  numbers,  lOs.  a-day,  which,  with 
a  slight  extra  allowance  to  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  would  amount  to  £200 
a-year;   that  sum,  multiplied  by   100, 
the  number  of  the  battalions,    would 
make  £20,000  for  the  year;  and  I  be- 
lieve that  for  this  3um,  b^  utilizing  your 
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lafantry  soldiers  in  the  way  I  have  de- 
scribed, the  Nation  would  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  possessing  10,000  men  tho- 
roughly and  completely  trained  in  the 
working  of  the  guns  which  are  now 
placed  in  our  forts.    I  am  aware  that 
this  scheme  can  only  be  carried  out  when 
these  Infantry  regiments  are  in  fortified 
places;  but  I  think,  in  due  time,  the 
whole  of  our  Infantry  regiments  might 
pass  through   the    course  I  have   de- 
scribed.    In  the  meantime,  I  may  point 
out  the  whole  cost  of  the  arrangement 
would  not  fall  at  once  upon  the  Exche- 
quer.    It  is  said,  by  way  of  objection  to 
this  proposal,  in  the  first  place,  that  the 
Infantry  men  would  lose  their  practice 
when  not  in  forts;   but  I  think    that 
niight  be  avoided  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  placing  one  large  new 
gun  at  the  head-quarters  of  each  In- 
fantry regiment.     In  the  next  place,  it 
is  said  that  there  would  not  be  time,  in 
these  days  of  short  service,  to  put  the 
men  through  the  course;   but  I  know 
something  of   the  practice  in   Cavalry 
regiments,  where  numbers  of  the  men 
are   spared  for  various  purposes,  and 
I   think  that  if  the  men  of  a  Cavalry 
regiment  can  spare  five   hours  a   day 
in   stables,  it  is  only  reasonable  to  be- 
lieve   that    an   Infantry  regiment  can 
spare  15  per  cent  of  the  men  to  be  put 
through  the  course  I  Iiave  suggested. 
There  is  another  subject  cognate  with 
this  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  of   State   for   War  has 
slightly  alluded  to — namely,  the  value 
of  Volunteer  Artillery.    At  Portsmouth 
— and,  I  presume,  also  in   the  neigh- 
bourhood of  our  other  fortifications  — 
there  are  large  and  excellent  corps  of 
Volunteer    Artillery,    who    only    learn 
and  practice  with  the  old  smooth-bore 
64-pounder.    It  seems  to  me  utterly  ab- 
surd that  they  should  be  restricted  to 
obsolete  guns  and  obsolete  practice  when 
there  are  in  our  modern  forts  new  guns, 
and  when    there  are  also  Boyal   Ar- 
tillery officers  in  the  garrison  who  are 
perfectly  able  and  willing  to  train  the 
men  in  the  use  of  these  weapons.    I  ad- 
mit there  would  be  the  cost  of  providing 
the  ammunition  for  the  practice,   but 
that  would  not  amount  to  a  very  large 
sum.    Then  there  is  another  question 
connected  with  the  Artillery  which   I 
wish  to  bring  before  the  Committee. 
The  Field  Artillery  are  no  doubt  a  most 
valuable  bn^ch  of  the  Service ;  but  less 


valuable,  I  believe,  than  they  might  be 
made.     In   the  Field  Artillery  only  a 
certain  proportion  of  men  are  taught  to 
ride  and  drive,  whereas  it  seems  to  me 
that  every  man  who  joins  should  be  put 
through  a  course  or  instruction  in  the 
riding  and  driving  school.     It  seems  to 
me  absurd  that,  in  a  corps  where  there 
are  waggons  and  horses,   and  all  the 
means  of  instruction  in  these  respects, 
there  should  be  a  single  man  less  useful 
than  he  might  be.     Then  there  is  the 
question  of  the  Cavalry  pioneers.     In 
modern    warfare,    I    believe    Cavalry 
pioneers  to  be  invaluable.     The  work 
of  pioneering  is  hazardous,  I  know,  but 
you  will  always  find  men  ready  for  that 
in  every  regimont,  and  it  is  impossible 
to  see  the  extent  of  mischief  that  may  be 
done  to  the  enemy  by  these  men  in  tho 
destruction  of  telegraph  wires,  railways, 
engines,  bridges,  and  so  on.     We  all 
know  that,  in  the  present  day,  wars  are 
carried  on  at  a  great  distance  from  the 
base,  and,  therefore,  offers  great  facili- 
ties for  the  destructive   operations  of 
well-trained    mounted    pioneers.       At 
present  there  are  16  pioneers  in  every 
Cavalry   regiment;    they    are    sent    to 
Chatham  for  their   training;  the  men 
come  back  well  trained,  undoubtedly — 
and  I  have  nothiug  to  say  against  the 
system  in  that  respect— but  when  they 
return  to  the  regiment  they  do  not  prac- 
tice, and  tlie  reason  of  that  is,  that  they 
get  no  extra  pay  for  the  work.     You 
cannot  get  men  to  go  out  an  hour  a-day 
unless  you  give  them  some  remuneration. 
I  ask  the   right  hon.   Gentleman   the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  to  take  this 
into  consideration— to  give  16  men  in 
each  regiment  \d,  per  day,  say,  in  all, 
2«.   per  day,  £36  per    year  per  regi- 
ment, which  for  30  Cavalry  regiments 
would  give  a  cost  to  the  State  of  £760 
a-year.     No  doubt  the  Cavalry  are  very 
expensive  ;    but  it  is  not  worth  your 
while  to  render  them  less  effective  than 
they  might  be  if  this  comparatively  small 
sum  of  £750  a  year  were  expended  upon 
them.     The  Army  Estimates  amount  to 
£18,000,000  a-year,  and  it  seems  to  mo 
cheeseparing  to  hesitate  to  hand  over 
these  small  sums   for  the  purposes  I 
have   described.      I  know  that  many 
in     high    quarters    attach     great    im- 
portance   to    numbers ;    but    I    value 
more  than  that  the  efficiency  of   each 
individual  man.    I  say,  reduce  numbers 
if  you  will,  but  in  the  name  of  commoi^ 
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sense  give  the  money  which  will  make 
the  men  you  have  as  thoroughly  and 
practically  efficient  as  they  can  be.  Tha 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  South* East 
Durhani  (Sir  Henry  Havelock- Allan) 
has  appealed  to  me  to  make  some  obser- 
vations on  the  subject  of  Cavalry  re- 
orgaaization.  I  dealt  with  that  subject 
M'ho:i  the  House  was  considering  the 
Army  Estimates  at  an  earlier  period  in 
the  Sossion,  and  I  will  not,  therefore, 
repeat  all  that  I  said  on  that  occasion. 
I  believe  that  a  ro- organization  of  our 
Cavalry  is  absolutely  necessary.  All  our 
Cavalry  regiments  are  too  weak  for  the 
purpose  of  war ;  wo  have  far  too  large 
a  number  of  units.  I  agree  that  the 
Cavalry  regiments  ought  to  consist  of 
five  squadrons  at  least — not  the  depot 
squadrons  which  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  South-East  Durham  spoke 
of,  as  existing  at  Canterbury,  but  five 
effective  squadrons,  four  to  go  abroad  in 
case  of  war,  and  one  to  be  left  at  home. 
I  know  that  remarks  of  this  kind  are 
distasteful ;  but  it  is  our  duty  to  point 
out  to  this  House  and  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  that  this  plan  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  efficiencjy  of  the 
Cavalry  branch  of  the  Service,  and  on 
the  whole  the  most  economical  means  of 
effecting  improvement.  What  I  ask, 
with  regard  to  the  Cavalry  would,  I  be- 
lieve, cost  nothing  to  the  country ;  and 
I  believe  also  that  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment would  only  be  too  glad  if 
the  Home  Government  would  consent  to 
the  increase  in  the  case  of  the  Indian 
regiments,  because  they  know  that 
regiments  of  a  certain  strength  are  more 
effective  and  more  economical  than 
weaker  regiments.  Allusion  has  been 
made  to  the  supply  of  horses  which  it  is 
said  we  cannot  get.  With  regard  to 
that  matter,  the  facts  are  very  simple ; 
the  breeders  will  never  rear  more  horses 
than  the  trade  of  the  country  requires. 
Horses  are  unlike  boots  and  shoes,  they 
cannot  be  kept  in  stock  ;  and  when  they 
are  produced  they  must  be  sold  by  the 
dealer  at  the  price  he  can  get  for  them. 
I  have  myself  looked  into  this  matter, 
and  I  may  mention  that  the  noble  Mar- 
quess the  Member  for  Rossendale  (The 
Marquess  of  Hartington)  placed  me  on 
a  Committee  some  time  ago,  and  the 
result  of  our  investigation  was  to  find 
that  the  same  state  of  things  which  exist 
in  England  occurs  in  almost  every  coun- 
try in  the  world — that  is  to  say,  there 
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is,  beyond  the  actual  requirement  of 
the   trade  of   each  country,   no  stock 
of  horses  fit  for  bit  or  bridle.    I  be- 
lieve that  something  like  5,000  horses 
might    be   got  in    this    country  with- 
out much  trouble ;  but  when  you  have 
taken    up  the  whole    number  in    the 
hands  of  the  dealers  you  would  not  be 
able  to  get  the  number  which  would  be 
required  in  case  of  war.     In  the  course 
of  my  inquiry,  I  was  informed  by  the 
managers  of  the  London  General  Omni- 
bus Company  that  nothing  would  induce 
them  to  part  with  more  than  two  per 
cent  of  their  stock  of  horses.     In  short, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  nothing  you  can  do 
will  create  a  supply  of  horses  in  excess 
of  the  number  which  the  trade  of  the 
country  will  support.    The  Committee 
will  remember  that  some  time  ago  a 
Commission  went  to  Canada  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  what  horses  could 
bo  obtained  there  ;  they  went  to  Canada, 
as  I  have  said,  and  they  brought  back 
73  horses.     When  the  Commission  re- 
turned, I  asked  one  of  the  members  if 
he  could  get  1,000  horses  in  Canada. 
He  said  that  he  could  not.  I  then  askei 
him  if  he  could  get  500,  and  I  think  his 
reply  was  that  he  might  got  about  that 
number.     I  must  confess  that  the  result 
of  my  inquiries  is  that  in  case  of  a  fz^reat 
European  war,  I  believe  wo  should  have 
the  greatest  possible  difficulty  either  in 
mounting  the  Cavalry,  or  in  getting  the 
necessary   draft  horses  for   the  Royal 
Artillery,    Engineers,    and     Transport 
Corps.     I  am  glad  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  has  conceded  a  certain  amount  of 
Transport  to    Infantry  regiments,    and 
I  look  upon  that  as  one  of  the  bost 
steps   taken  for    many  years.      When 
the    Egyptian     War    broke    out,     In- 
fantry men  were  sent  down  to   Alder- 
shot  for  three  days  training  in  the  art 
of  saddling  and  tending  horses ;  but,  of 
course,  when  they  landed  in  Egypt  they 
were  found  to  be  so  totally  ignorant  of 
the  duties  required  of  them  that   the 
transport  broke  down.     Finally,   I  am 
glad  to  hear  that  there  is  to  bo  a  certain 
number  of  mules  kept  in  stock.     These 
are  very  useful  animals,  but  somewhat 
difficult  to  manage.     It  might  be  well 
that  some  provision  should  be  made  in 
respect  of  camels,  having  regard  to  the 
enormous  loss  of  those  animals  which 
occurred  in  Egypt — but  that,  of  eoursei 
would  be  impossible  in  this  country. 
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Colonel  EYRE  (Lincolnshire,  Gains- 
borough) :  With  the  indulgence  of  the 
Committee,  I  wish  to  make  some  ob- 
serrations  on  the  subject  of  the  Horse 
Artillery.      In  doing  so,  I  feel  that  I 
flhall  be  not  only  acting  fairly  to  my 
constituents,  but  to  a  great  many  of  my 
brotbor  officers  outside  the  House.     Not 
hariog  been  an  Artilleryman  myself,  I 
shall  not  enter  into  any  details ;  but  I 
may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to  express  an 
opinion  on  the  subject  generally,  which 
I  think  will  be  a  correct  one,  having 
served  with  the  Eifle  Brigade  through- 
out the  Indian  Mutiny.    In  the  first 
place,  I  will  give,  not  my  own,  but  the 
opinions  of  high  authorities  with  regard 
to  the  value  of  Artillery  in  Asiatic  war- 
fare.    Sir  Colin  Campbell — afterwards 
Lord  Clyde — took  care  that,  as  far  as  lay 
in  his  power,  to  every  column  which  was 
formea  there  should  be  attached  a  body 
of  Horse  Artillery;   and  so  important 
^\i  he  regard  this,  that  he  gave  direc- 
tions to  every  column  that  whenever  they 
attacked  any  forti6ed  place  they  should 
first  bring  Artillery  to  bear  upon  it. 
Passing  from  the  opinion  of  Lord  Clyde 
on  this  matter,  I  will  quote  from  some 
correspondence  and  papers  relating  to 
the  East  India  Horse  Artillery  during 
the  time  of  the  Indian  Mutiny — in  the 
years   1857   and   1859 — when    a  great 
change  had  to  be  carried  out  with  re- 
gard to   that  branch  of  the   Service. 
Military  letter  from  the  Court  of  Directors 
to  the  Secretary  of  State    for  India, 
No.   123,    dated  July,  1857,   has    this 
passage— 

"  As  no  doubt  whatever  can  be  entertained 
of  tha  necessity  for  an  augmentation  of  this 
inportant  arm  of  the  Service,  wo  are  of  opinion 
that  no  time  ^ould  be  lust  in  collecting  the 
mesins  for  rendering  it  efifective  at  the  earliest 
pomble  period." 

I  will  now  read  an  extract  from  a  Minute 
of  the  Governor  General  of  India  (Lord 
Canning),  dated  9th  of  August,  1858, 
▼hich  says — 

"  I  do  not  believe  that  any  reduction  worth 
coonting  can  safely  be  made.  With  every 
«ll(ywanc6  for  the  greater  trustworthiness  and, 
in  iome  re^>ect8,  greater  efficiency  of  European 
Artniery,  tne  giound  which  has  to  be  covered 
ii  Uie  eame — I  see  no  hope  of  a  diminution  of 
^  aggregate  Force.'* 

Another  good  authority — Brigadier  Ge- 
nenl  Jacob — said — **The  strength  of 
the  Artillery  should  be  increased."  Sir 
J.  L.  Lawrence  also  said — 


"  The  value  of  Artillery  is,  perhaps,  greato 
in  Asia  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 
Guns  are  objects  of  intense  fear  to  the  Natives 
of    India.    A  small  European  Forco  with  a 
powerful  Artillery  would  be  irresistible.*' 

This  Minute  of  the  Governor  General  of 
India  is  dated  the  24th  of  August,  1858. 
Another  Minute  says  that— **  At  the  end 
of  a  march  the  active  exertions  of  Artil- 
lery are  needed  ; "  and  I  am  in  a  posi- 
tion to  bear  that  out  from  my  own  expe- 
rience, because  at  the  end  of  a  long 
march  it  is  impossible  for  the  troops  to 
move,  and  it  is  necessary  that  you  should 
be  able  to  send  off  at  once  some  guns  to 
the  spot  where  they  are  required.  An- 
other Despatch  of  the  Military  Depart- 
ment, No.  644,  says — 

*'  The  Government  in  Council  instructs  me  to 
recommend  earnestly  that  the  subject  of  the 
total  inadequacy  of  the  strength  of  the  Artillery 
may  receive  the  serious  consideration  of  the 
Governor  General  of  India.** 

The  date  of  that  is  the  26th  of  February, 
1857.  Then  we  have  a  letter  from  the 
Adjutant  General  of  the  Army  to  the 
Government  Secretary  to  this  effect — 

*'  I  am  directed  to  state  that  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  cannot  too  earnestly  press  upon  the 
attention  of  the  Government  a  third  time  the 
subject  regarding  the  total  inadequacy  of  tho 
strength  of  the  Corps  of  Artillery.'* 

That  is  dated  the  14th  day  of  February, 
1857.  Again,  Despatch  No.  804,  dated 
the  10th  of  March,  1857,  from  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Governor  of  Madras  to  the 
Governor  General  of  India,  says — 

<<  I  am  directed  to  forward  you  a  letter  from 
the  Quartermaster  General  of  the  Madras  Army 
urging  tho  necessity  for  an  increase  in  this 
branch." 

Then  there  are  in  a  Memorandum  by 
General  Beresford,  dated  the  29th  of 
August,  1857,  these  words — 

*'I  would  urge  that  no  consideration  of  ex- 
pense should  in  any  way  be  allowed  to  inter- 
fere with  efficiency  in  so  vital  an  arm  as  the 
Artillery.'* 

And,  finally,  the  Commander-in-Chief 
in  India  referred,  in  a  Minute  of  the 
19th  of  August,  1857,  to  the  hesitation 
to  increase  the  Artillery  as  "  straining 
at  a  gnat  and  swallowing  a  camel."  I 
think  I  have  brought  forward  enough 
statements  on  the  part  of  those  in  autho- 
rity to  show  how  important  and  how 
valuable  the  Artillery  was  considered  to 
be  in  Asiatic  warfare.  If  there  should 
be  war  again,  the  probability  is  that  it 
will  arise  in  some  part  of  Asia,  and 
therefore   I   venture   to    say  that  we 
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sbould  not  havo  decrease  in  the  number 
of  our  Artillery,  but  rather  that  there 
should  be  an  increase.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  has,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
expressed  the  hope  that  if  any  Member 
of  the  Oommittee  had  in  his  mind  any 
ideas  that  would  tend  in  the  direction 
of  economy,  they  would  be  stated. 
I  wish  to  call  attention  to  one  point  on 
which  I  think  that  economy  can  be 
effected,  and  I  refer  to  those  expensive 
luxuries,  Brigade  Depots,  in  connection 
with  which  I  believe  that  a  stroke  of 
the  pen  would  have  the  effect  of  saving 
a  considerable  sum  of  money.  I  think, 
then,  that  each  brigadier  should  be  re- 
sponsible for  everything  which  goes  on  in 
his  brigade,  and  cease  to  be  what  he 
undoubtedly  is  now — a  nonentity.  I 
will  give  an  instance  or  two  of  what  is 
continually  occurring.  A  short  time 
ago  my  servant  had  occasion  to  ride  a 
short  distance  to  the  Brigade  Depot  in 
Derby  to  ask  for  a  military  surgeon  to 
be  sent  to  an  ambulance  corps  which  I 
have ;  he  received  a  letter  saying  that 
my  letter  would  be  forwarded  to  York, 
and  after  considerable  delay  it  arrived 
at  last  at  the  proper  place.  I  say  that 
all  this  is  absolute  waste  of  time,  and  I 
cannot  see  why  the  brigadier  should  not 
have  sent  the  surgeon  to  the  barracks 
on  his  own  authority.  In  another  case, 
the  adjutant  wrote  to  the  Brigade 
Depot  at  no  great  distance  to  ask  for  a 
surgeon  to  come  and  examine  an  animal 
that  was  sore.  The  letter  went  from 
the  adjutant  to  the  Major  G-eneral  com- 
manding the  division  at  York;  from 
him  it  went  back  to  the  Brigadier,  from 
him  to  the  adjutant  of  the  Volunteer 
regiment,  asking  him  to  fix  a  day. 
When  this  was  done,  it  went  again  to 
Derby,  and  the  result  was  that,  instead 
of  a  surgeon  being  sent  from  Derby, 
the  county  had  to  pay  for  a  surgeon 
coming  all  the  way  from  Birmingham. 
I  suggest  that,  instead  of  economizing 
by  cutting  down  the  strength  of  the 
Artillery,  we  should  begin  by  making 
necessary  reforms  in  such  matters  as  I 
have  referred  to.  I  earnestly  trust  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  give  his  at- 
tention to  these  points,  and  I  shall  be 
most  happy  to  assist  him  in  case  of  need 
with  the  statistics  and  correspondence 
with  which,  as  commanding  officer,  I 
am  flooded. 

Colonel  I!yr$ 


Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :   I 
wish  to  point  out,  with  regard  to  what 
has  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  E.  Stanhope),  that  the  increase  in 
the    number  of   Garrison   Artillery  is 
only  an  increase  in  the  Beserve,  which 
is  an  extremely  different  thing  from  an 
increase  in  the  strength  of  the  effective. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Baronet  who  re- 
presents the  Fareham  Division  of  Hants 
(Sir  Frederick  Fitz-Wygram),  like  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  also  dwelt  on  the  neces- 
sity of  increasing  the  number  of  Garri- 
son guns,   and  of  having  a  sufficient 
number  of  well-trained   men  to  work 
them.     The  hon.  and  gallant  Baronet 
proposed  that  a  certain  number  of  In- 
fantry men  should  be  instructed  in  the 
management  of  garrison  guns.    That 
proposal  appears  to  me  a  strange  one, 
because,  from  what  I  have  seen  of  In- 
fantry soldiers,  I  venture  to  think  that 
they  are  not  the  class  of  men  who  are 
best  fitted  for  work  of  that  kind.   I  sug- 
gest that  you  will  get  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  men  to  work  the  guns  in  this 
way — that  you  should  have  a  separate 
class  of  men  in  the  Garrison  Artillery, 
amounting  to,  say,  one-third  of  the  total 
number,  who  should  bear  the  same  rela- 
tion to  ordinary  gunners  as  the  A.B.s 
bear  to  ordinary  seamen.     Now,   the 
only  way  that  you  can  secure  that  is  by- 
giving  a  certain    number  of  the  men 
a  higher  rate  of  pay  when  they  show- 
proficiency  in  the  management  of  the 
complicated  machinery  connected  with, 
some  of  the  new  guns,  such  as  hydraulic 
buffers  and  the  various  moving  gear,  all 
of  which  complicated  machinery  requires 
for  its  handling  skilled  workmen,  and 
not  ordinary  soldiers.      I  think  some 
recognition  of  this  fact  ought  to  take 
place,  and  that  an  efficient  body  of  Gar- 
rison gunners  should  be    established^ 
which,  in  my  opinion,  could  be  obtained, 
as  I  have  said,  by  the  increase  of  pay. 
This  matter,  which  is  one  of  great  im- 
portance, I  think,  is  well  worthy  of  the 
consideration  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
who,  I  am  glad  to  see,  is  alive  to  the 
importance  of  improving  the  Garrisoix 
Artillery.     I  do  not  state  this  on  xxxy 
own  opinion  alone,  but  from  my  know- 
ledge that  the  plan  is  one  which  com^ 
mends  itself  to  a  large  number  of  Axtil^ 
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lery officers.'    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
stated  that  a  certain   number  of  our 
batteries  of  Artillery  ought  to  be  kept 
on  a  peace  footing;  and  there  I  agree 
with  him,  because  I  could  never  under- 
stand why  this  country  should  be  the 
oolj  one  which  keeps  its  Artillery  on  a 
Trar  footing.    No  aoubt,  it  would,  from 
an  effective  point  point  of  view,  be  better 
that  the  Force  should  be  kept  on  a  war 
footing ;  but  the  question  is  whether  it 
iroald  be  worth  the  money  you  would 
ha?e  to  pay  for  it.     Therefore,  although 
the  proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  one  which  would  not  commend 
itself  as  a  general  rule  to  Army  men  in 
this  House,  yet,  I  think,  he  is  quite 
right  in  saying  that  the  whole  of  our 
Artillery  ought  not  to  be  kept  on  a  war 
footing.  I  must  say  that,  in  my  opinion, 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  is  making 
a  great  blunder  in  the  matter  of  the 
Horse  Artillery.     The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman pointed  out  that  it  was  his  duty 
in  this  matter  to  choose  his  advisers — 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  endeavours 
to  obtain  the  best  advice  possible  in 
matters  relating  to  his  Department — 
but  on  this  occasion  I  do  not  think  he 
has  been  well  advised,  nor  do  I  think 
that  the  country  will  be  satisfied  with  a 
Minister  of  War  who  relies  upon  tech- 
nical advice  only.    The  country  wants  a 
little  more  than  that ;  and  they  will  hold 
him   responsible,   notwithstanding   the 
trouble  he  takes  to  get  the  best  advice, 
if  mistakes  are  made.    I  think  I  can  see 
the  way  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  gone  wrong  in  connection  with 
this  subject.     There  is  a  new  plan  in  the 
heads  of  the  War  Office  Authorities.    It 
is  to  have  the  Corps  modelled  on  the 
Continental  system — to  have  two  Corps 
fdrmes.  The  new  idea  is  to  have  70,000 
men  ready  to  be  sent  away  at  a  few 
%s*  notice.     The  proposal  of  the  right 
hon.  Qentlenxan  seems  to  point  to  the 
redaction  of  our  military  strength  for 
(^0  purpose    of    making    these  Corps 
^ArmU  perfectly  efficient.  I  would  point 
oat  to  the  riccht  hon.  Gentleman  that 
military  advisers  are  often  very  unsafe 
guides.  They  will  try  to  make  the  Army 
^cient,  no  doubt ;  but  then  they  have 
y^  litQe  idea  of  the  cost  which  is 
involved ;  and  although  I  do  not  believe 
^t  the  country  would  care  about  the 
'^^'iffiate  cost,  provided  that  efficiency 
▼ere  obtained,  yet  the  advice  which  has 
^  effect  of  placing  a  large  additional 


sum  upon  the  military  vote  is  not  likely 
to  be  held  in  high  estimation  by  the 
Minister  of  War.  I  believe  that  if  you 
have  two  efficient  Corps  d*Arm4e  only  the 
people  will  cry  out  that  70,000  are  too 
few,  and  that  you  will  have  to  establish 
a  third  Corps  tPArmee, 

Mb.  E.  STANHOPE :  It  is  not  pro- 
posed  to  reduce  the  strength  of  the  Army 
outside  the  two  Army  Corps  of  the  Re- 
serve in  any  case. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  am  very  glad 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  has  given  that 
explanation,  because  it  sho^s  how  very 
important  it  is  that  our  Army  should  not 
be  reduced  to  two  Corps  d^  Annie,  I  point 
out,  however,  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  taken  the  first  step  in  this 
direction ;  he  has  struck  at  one  arm  of 
the  Service,  although  he  has  not  more 
Horse  Artillery  than  is  sufficient  for  two 
Corps  d'ArmSsj  and  his  proposed  reduction 
will  have  to  be  joined  with  reductions  in 
other  arms,  and  the  Cavalry,  for  instance, 
may  have  to  be  reduced.  You  are,  at  all 
eve^nts,  striking  at  the  very  arm  which  it 
takes  longest  to  create;  and  which,  on  an 
emergency,  it  will  be  impossible  to  im- 
provise. It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  pro- 
duce Garrison  Artillery,  but  it  takes 
months  and  years  to  produce  efficient 
Horse  Artillery.  I  think  that  this  plan 
ought  to  be  very  carefully  considered  by 
the  public.  The  Corps  will,  no  doubt,  be 
very  good  and  efficient  in  the  main,  and 
they  are  sure  to  be  excellent  on  Paper  ; 
but  if  you  are  going  to  have  them  at  the 
expense  of  the  Military  Establishments 
of  the  country,  I  think  you  are  buying 
them  too  dearly.  The  fact  that  these 
Corps  are  to  be  ready  at  a  moment's 
notice  shows  that  you  are  keeping  up 
your  Army  for  offensive  purposes.  But 
suppose  that  your  two  Corps  d^Armie  were 
sent  abroad,  and  that  they  surrendered, 
you  will  have  no  Horse  Artillery  at  home, 
and  in  that  respect  you  will  be  at  a  great 
disadvantage.  Anyone  can  see  that  it  is 
a  very  rash  thing  to  destroy  that  which 
has  been  created  at  great  expense,  and 
which  it  takes  a  long  time  to  replace.  It 
is  an  easy  thing  to  cut  down  the  tree 
which  is  many  years  in  growing.  What 
the  Government  are  doing  suggests 
something  very  like  the  act  of  a  man 
who,  having  furnished  his  house  at  great 
cost,  breaks  up  expensive  chairs  and 
tables  for  use  as  firewood.  But  what  is 
to  be  done  with  the  men  of  the  batteries  ? 
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Surely  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not 
going  to  turn  theminto  Garrison  Artillery- 
men ?    Probably  they  will  gradually  be 
brought  back  when  they  have  lost  some 
of  their  efficiency  and  smartness.     On 
the  whole,  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man   has  been  led  into  taking  a  step 
which,    besides    doing    a    considerable 
amount  of  injury  directly  and  indirectly 
by  unsettling  men's  minds,  will  prove  in 
the  end  to  be  a  very  costly  one.    There 
is  another  subject  which  has  not  been 
referred  to  except  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  the  Fareham  Division  of 
Hants,  and  on  which  I  wish  to  make  a 
few  remarks.    I  refer  to  the  expedition 
to  Canada  for  the  purpose  of  buying 
horses.     That  is  a  step  on  which  I  think 
the  opinion  of  the  Committee  ought  to 
bo  taken,  because  anything  more  con- 
trary to  military  and  political  economy  I 
cannot  conceive.    You  go  2,000  miles  to 
try  to  open  up  a  new  supply  of  horses,  a 
new  market  as  you  say,  but  nothing  can 
be  more  unfair  to  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try.   Instead  of  trying  to  open  a  new 
market  in  Canada,  you  should  increase 
your  price  and  then — although  you  might 
notget  what  you  wanted  in  the  first — you, 
in  a  year  or  two — you  would  be  able  to 
get  plenty  of  horses.    These  horses  from 
Canada  cannot  be  landed  here  at  a  less 
cost  than  £60  or  £70  each.  It  has  always 
been  the  theory  that  a  country  in  time  of 
peace  should  get  as  many  horses  as  pos- 
sible from  internal  sources,  although  in 
time  of  war  the  more  horses  bought  in 
foreign  markets  the  better,  because  you 
prevent  the    enemy    getting    them.    I 
think  the  mission  to  Canada  was  a  most 
ill-judged  measure,  and  I  should  be  glad 
if  some  hon.  Member  would  move  a  re- 
duction of  this  Yote  as  a  protest  against 
what  I  consider  a  most  unfair  proceeding 
towards  the  horse  breeders  in  the  coun- 
try. 

Sir  FREDERICK  FITZ- WYGRAM : 
The  object  of  the  Commission  sent  to 
Canada  was  to  test  the  market  in  case 
horses  should  be  scarce  here,  and  to 
get  a  small  number  of  horses  sent 
over  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  whether 
or  not  they  were  suitable  for  military 
service 

Mb.  TOTTENHAM  (Winchester) :  I 
shall  not  trouble  the  Committee  with  a 
repetition  of  the  figures  and  arguments 
that  have  been  used  against  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Horse  Artillery ;  I  shall  say 
nothing  further  than  that  I  agree  with 
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all  that  has  fallen  from  previous  speakers 
on  the  subject,  and  express  a  hope  that 
the  country  will  not  have  cause  to  regret 
a  step  which  I  believe  is  fatal  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  Horse  Artillery  as  an  arm 
of  the  Service  and  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  the  country.    We  have  had 
the  oases  of  two  classes  of  officers  brought 
before  the  Committee  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  opposite,  that  is  to  say 
of  the  paymasters  and  quartermasters. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr. 
E.  Stanhope)  express  his  opinion  that 
there  is  justice  in  the  case  of  the  pay- 
masters, and  that  in  all  probability  their 
grievance  will  be  removed.     I  should 
have  been  more  glad  to  hear  that  the 
quartermasters  would   be  given  some- 
thing more  than  honorary  rank,  and 
that  the  concession  would  have  been 
more  of  a  financial  character ;  and  that, 
I  think,  is  the  point  of  view  from  which. 
the  quartermasters  themselves  will  look 
at  the  matter.  But  the  class  whose  claims 
I  wish  to  bring  before  the  Commit- 
tee is  that  of  the  present  commanding 
officers    of   regiments    and   battalions. 
Within  the  year  1886-7  there  will  have 
been  no  less  than  107  of  these  officers 
relegated  to  half-pay,  and  of  these  six 
will  have   been   in  command  for  little 
more  than  a-year,  87  between  one  and 
two  years,  and  14  between  two  and  three 
years.    Previous  to  1871,  the  period  of 
command    was    practically    unlimited. 
From  1871  to  1881  the  period  of  com- 
mand was  fixed  at  five  years,  from  1881 
to  1886  the  period  was  fixed  at  four 
years,  and  it  was  also  provided  by  the  same 
Boyal  Warrant  that,  after  having  served 
five  years  as  a  lieutenant-colonel,  whether 
second  or  first  in  command,  the  officer 
should  be  placed  on  half-pay.    Now,  a 
new    Royal  Warrant  has  been  issued 
within  the  last  few  months,  by  which  it 
is  enacted  that  in  future  an  officer  shall 
command  his  regiment  for  four  years, 
no  matter  for  what  length  of  time  lie 
may  be  second  in  command.     This  is   a 
sensible  and  reasonable  arrangement ; 
but  because  that  arrangement  heis  been 
made  in  the  case  of  future  commanding 
officers  there  appears  to  be  no  reason 
why  officers,  who  are  now  commanding 
regiments,  should  be  relegated  to  half- 
pay,  and  practically  put  on  the  shelf  for 
the  rest  of  their  military  lives  any  more 
than  those  who  are  to  have  command 
for  four  years  in  future.  It  has  been  said 
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that  one  reason  for  doing  this  is  that  it  is 
krd,  or  would  he  hard,  upon  those  who 
haye  to  saoceed  to  the  command ;  but  I 
nudntain  that  it  is  no  harder  upon  them 
now  than  it  was  previously  to  1881,  and 
that  officers  would  actually  succeed  now 
\/)  the  command  of  their  regiments  in  a 
shorter  time  than  they  would  previously 
to  1881.     Just  as  an  instance  of  the 
hardship  that    has    been  done  certain 
officers,  let  me  name  one  or  two  out  of 
the  long  list  of  cases  which  has  been 
prepared  by  officers  who  are  interested 
IS  this  matter.    I  take  the  case  of  the 
officer  commanding  the    present  10th 
Hussars :  be  was  25  years  in  the  Service 
before  he  got  command  of  his  regiment ; 
he  was  five  years  second  in  command, 
and  under    the    existing    regulations, 
under  the  Eoyal  Warrant  of  1881,  he 
lost  his  command  after  he  had  been  one 
year  and  five  months  in  possession  of  it. 
Then  I  take  the  case  of  the  officer  com- 
Jnaodiogthe  Duke  of  Cornwall's  Light 
Infantry :  he  was  29  years  in  the  Service 
before  he  got  command ;  he  was  five 
years  second  in  command,  and  he  will 
have  been  but  one  year  in  command  of 
his  regiment  when  he  has  to  retire  on 
half-pay.    The  whole  107  I  have  men- 
tioned are  similar  to  these,  varying  only 
in  degree.     Now,  I  say  it  is  hard  upon 
these  officers  that  they  should  lose  what 
all  officers  look  forward  to  as  the  reward 
of  their  exertions — namely,  the  command 
of  their  regiment.     It  is  no  argument 
to  tay  they  have  been  second  lieutenant- 
ooloneU,  or  second  in  command.  Every- 
one who  is  acquainted  with  military  life 
hnows  that  the  second  in  command  is 
only  the  second  fiddle,  that  he  has  no 
Btatos  at  all  in  fact,   that  he  hardly 
considers   himself    in    the    position  of 
•ocood  lieutenant-colonel,  and  that  often 
he  is  very  much  better  off  without  the 
'ink,  and  very  much  in  the  way.     I 
hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Se- 
wetary  of  otate  for  War  will  be  able 
to  tell  us    that    the  position    of  these 
officers  will    be    reconsidered  by  him. 
These  officers  have  been  selected  for  the 
command  of  their  regiment  as  efficient 
>nd  properly  qualified  officers,  and  there 
*«enu  to  be    bo  reason  whatever  why 
tfasj  should  be  punished  for  the  benefit 
of  those  who  have  to  succeed,  if  really 
it  is  for  their  benefit.     I  hope  before 
^Vote  is  taken  that  the  right  hon. 
^Wtleman  will  be  able  to  give  us  some 
*Muraoces  that  this  matter  will  receive 


his  consideration.    There  is  one  other 
point  I  should   like  to  lay  before  the 
Committee,  and  that  is  in  reference  to 
the  Question  which  was  asked  by  myself 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  with- 
in   the    last    few    days — namely,     the 
strength  or  establishment   of  the  two 
Army  Corps   which   are    about   to   be 
formed.     Wo    were    informed  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  was  about 
to  lay  a  Paper  upon  the  subject  on  the 
Table  of  the  House ;  but  I  very  much 
fear  from  the  Answer  to  another  Ques- 
tion in  regard  to  the  strength  of  the 
batteries  which   are  to  remain  in  the 
Horse  Artillery,  that  the  establishment 
of  these  Army  Corps  is  to  be  a  peace 
establishment.  If  that  is  so,  it  is  simply 
continuing  the  present  childish  system 
of  skeleton  regiments  at  home.    It  can- 
not be  anything  else.    The   regiments 
will  be  actufidly  incapable  and  inefficient 
to  take  the  field.    If  we  want  any  in- 
stance of  the  condition    in  which  our 
regiments  are    when    suddenly    called 
upon  for  service,  we  have  only  to  re- 
collect the  state  in  which  they  were  in 
at  the  time   of  the  outbreak    of   the 
Egyptian  War.   Two  Cavalry  regiments 
had  to  be  entirely  broken  up  to  form 
two  squadrons  for  the  Egyptian  War. 
We  have  the  case  of  other  regiments 
which  were  sent  during  the  same  period 
to  the  Mediterranean,  one  half  of  them 
never  having  gone  through  a  course  of 
musketry,  and  more  than  half  in  some 
cases  being  under  one  year's  service.    I 
hope  that  will  not  be  the  state  in  which 
these  two  Army  Corps  are  to  be  left.     I 
trust  my  right  hon.  Friend  will  be  able 
to  assure  us  that  the  regiments  which 
are  to  form  the  two  Army  Corps  will,  at 
all  events,  be  kept  at  proper  strength 
and  in  thoroughlv  efficient  condition. 

Thb  SECRETAEY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire, 
Horncastle) :  There  are  just  one  or  two 
matters  to  which  I  should  like  to  refer 
at  once.  In  the  first  place,  let  me  say  a 
word  with  regard  to  the  question  of  the 
horse  supply  to  which  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  the  Member  for  South- 
East  Durham  (Sir  Henry  Havelock 
Allan)  called  attention.  Although  an 
experiment  was  made  with  regard  to 
Canada  by  sending  out  an  officer  to  see 
what  amount  of  horse  supply  could  be 
reckoned  upon  from  that  country,  it  is 
felt  that  the  proper  course  for  the  War 
Office  to  adopt  is  to  rely  upon  the  home 


123 


Supply-^ 


{COMMONS} 


Army  E9timaU%. 


124 


supply  of  horses,  and  not  on  any  supply 
from  foreign  countries  or  even  from  our 
Colonies.  I  do  not  yet  know  what  the 
result  of  the  Canadian  experiment  will 
be ;  but  when  we  receive  a  full  Report, 
I  want  to  make  out  in  the  fairest  possible 
way  the  cost  per  horse.  Then  there  are 
two  subjects  which  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Membor  for  Winchester  (Mr.  Tottenham) 
has  mentioned.  The  first  is  in  regard  to 
the  position  of  the  Army  Corps.  I  am 
afraid  I  must  ask  him  to  restrain  still 
further  his  natural  impatience.  I  hope 
to  present  in  a  very  short  time  full  details 
of  the  composition  of  the  two  Army 
Corps.  I  am  going  through  the  matter 
myself  at  the  present  time,  and  I  hope 
shortly  to  be  able  to  lay  before  the 
House  full  details  as  to  how  the  Army 
Corps  are  to  be  composed,  so  that  the 
House  and  the  country  can  judge  for 
themselves  how  far  it  is  likely  that  with 
a  little  more  time  given  to  us  we  can  put 
the  scheme  into  thoroughly  practical 
effect* 

Mr.  TOTTENHAM  (Winchester)  : 
Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  I 
merely  asked  whether  the  two  Army 
Corps  were  to  be  kept  at  a  peace  or  war 
establishment. 

Mb.  E.  STANHOPE:  If  I  wanted 
to  go  into  that  subject,  I  should  have  to 
go  into  it  at  great  length  indeed.  Then, 
my  hon.  Friend  called  attention  to  the 
question  of  retirement  of  commanding 
officers  of  regiments.  I  confess  I  have 
seen  cases  myself  where  very  excellent 
officers,  officers  whose  services  the  coun- 
try ought  to  be  sorry  to  lose,  have, 
by  the  operation  of  this  scheme,  been 
compelled  to  retire  from  the  command  of 
regiments.  I  have  been  very  sorry  for 
them  indeed;  but,  as  my  hon.  Friend 
knows,  the  whole  of  this  matter  was 
thoroughly  considered  before  the  late 
Boyal  Warrant  was  issued.  Those  who 
were  concerned  in  the  framing  of  the 
Eoyal  Warrant  considered  it  in  all  its 
bearings,  and  they  came  to  the  conclu- 
si^  that,  on  the  whole,  the  rule  laid 
down  must  be  insisted  upon.  I  am  afraid 
someone  or  other  must  suffer.  If  you 
were  to  extend  the  terms  of  employment 
of  lieutenant  colonels,  then  majors  must 
retire,  and  certainly  I  should  be  very 
sorry  to  see  any  further  punishment  in- 
flicted upon  majors.  I  have  not  yet  had 
very  much  opportunity  of  looking  into 
the  matter ;  but  I  mean  to  do  so,  and  if 
I  find  I  can  do  anything  to  meet  the 
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views  of  my  hon.  Friend,  I  shall  be  only 
too  glad  to  do  it. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr):  Mr. 
Courtney,  nothing  strikes  one  more  in 
these  discussions  upon  naval  and  mili- 
tary matters  than  the  utter  hollowness 
of  the  debates.   A  Minister,  advised  by 
no  one  knows  whom,  certainly  by  no 
military  authority,  takes  a  step  which  is 
of  the   most  vital    importance,   comes 
down  to  the  House  without  asking  for 
an  opportunity  of  taking  the  House  into 
his  counsel  in  regard  to  this  step,  and 
then  thinks  that  if  some  hon.  Members 
get  up  and    grumble    for  five  or  ten 
minutes,  that  is  all  that  is  necessary. 
I  entirely  disagree  with  such  a  method 
of  carrying  on  debates  upon  such  serious 
subjects.    The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  South-East  Durham 
(Sir  Henry  Havelock- Allan),  towards  the 
close  of  his  remarks,  asked  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  if  the  reduc- 
tion of   the   Horse  Artillery  had  been 
finally  decided  upon,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  with  great  alacrity  jumped 
up  and  said — **Ye8,   finally  decided." 
Thereupon  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man said — **  If  that  is  so,  it  is  not  much 
use  our  discussing  the  matter."    I  am 
astonished  at  him,  because  if  there  is 
anything  that  the  whole  military  opinion 
of  this  House,  the  whole  military  opinion 
of  this  country,  is  entirely  opposed  to,  it 
is  to  the  action  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
has  taken  in  regard  to  the  Horse  Ar- 
tillery.    It  depends    entirely  upon  tho 
military  Members  of  this  House  whether 
the  Horse  Artillery  shall  be  reduced  or 
not.     Of    course,  if    hon.   and  gallant 
Gentlemen  come  down  here  and  think 
they  have  done  their  duty  sufficiently  in 
grumbling  at  what  has  been  done,  and 
declining  to  take  any  action  which  will 
give  public  expression  to  their  opinions, 
they  have  no  one  to  blame  but  them- 
selves.   I    have    taken    some   interest 
in   this  question   of   the  reduction     of 
the  Horse  Artillery,  and   I  have  como 
to    this    conclusion,    that    of    all     tlie 
unpatriotic    actions    that    have     ever 
been   perpetrated  by  any  Government 
this  is  the  most  unpatriotic.     I  do  not 
at  all  wish  it  for  one  moment  to  be  under- 
stood  that  I  mean  to  say  that  it  is    tHe 
desire  of    the  Government  to  be    ixn- 
patriotic  ;  but  that,  as  far  as  its  effects  g-o, 
this  step  is  the  most  unpatriotic  act  ^bat 
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lias  eyer  been  committed  by  a  Oovern- 
ment  in  Army  matters.    Now,  Sir,  the 
English  Army  of  alltb.e  Armiesin  Europe 
]i  the  one  that  ought  to  haye  not  only  its 
foil,  but  the  fullest  measure  of  Horse  Ar- 
tillery. Whenever  you  have  a  small  Army 
like  the  English  Army,  which  may  at 
any  moment  be  called  upon  to  face  some 
Continental  Army,  you  are  absolutely  at 
a  discount  if  you  have  not  got  your  full 
measure  of  Horse  Artillery,  and  more 
than  your  full  measure.    My  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  the  Member  for  North 
Oaltray  (Colonel  Nolan)  mentioned,  in 
speaking  of    the  Field  Artillery,  that 
during  the   Franco-German  War    the 
French  were  able  to  get  together  some 
good  Field  Artillery  in  three  months. 
Iserred  in  that  unfortunate  war,  and  I 
can  assure  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
that  he  is  entirely  mistaken .    Even  after 
three  or  four  months  training  our  Field 
Artillery  was  not  worth  a  straw.     I  will 
p  farther,  and  say  that  the  greatest  loss 
anddifficulty  which  we  experienced  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  that  war  was  caused  by 
the  want  of  Horse  Artillery.     J   will 
not  detain    the  Committee  by  giving 
them  examples,  but  I  could  give  them 
examples  by  the  score  of  our  formations 
being  peppered,  our  ranks  broken,  and 
e?ery  movement  we  had  intended  to  take 
obstructed,  owing  to  the   rapidity  and 
accuracy  of  the  fire  of  the  German  Horse 
Artillery.     Our  want  of  Horse  Artillery 
iras  felt  during  the  whole  war,  but  es- 
pecially in  the  latter  end.     Men  who  had 
had  long  experience  in  military  matters, 
lay  own  chief,  for  instance,  often  said  to 
Bie,  in  the  course  of  our  conversations, 
it  was  almost  impossible  to  do  anything 
owmg  to  the  want  of  Horse  Artillery. 
Now,  in  the  English  Army  you  want, 
above  all  things,  Horse  Artillery ;  and, 
for  the  life  of  me,  I  cannot  understand 
vhat  object  the  Government  can  have 
in  taking  a  step  so  fatal  to  the  interests 
of  this  country  as  the  reduction  of  the 
Horse  Artillery.     If  it  is  a  question  of 
wonomy,  how  much  will  you  save — do 
yon  save  anything  that  is  worth  think- 
ing about  ?    As  I  understand,  the  total 
ttfing  will  be  something  like  £4,000  or 
^,000  per  annum,  and  for  this  miser- 
•Me  bit  of   childish  economy  you  are 
pMig  to  destroy  a  portion  of  your  Force, 
which  it  will  take  you  two  or  three  years 
to  replace.     If  you  are  ever  engaged  in 
'I  European   war,  you  will  assuredly 
M  it  necessary  to  replace  these  men  ; 
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but  that  to  do  so  will  take  you  a  very 
considerable  time,  at  least  two  years. 
You  will  find  that  you  have  reduced  this 
arm  of  the  Service  at  a  loss  of  life  and 
loss  of  prestige  in  the  earlier  part  of  that 
war,  for  which  nothing  will  ever  repay 
you.  Now,  upon  the  question  of  eco- 
nomy, are  there  not  plenty  of  Depart- 
ments in  which  you  could  effect  economy 
infinitely  greater  than  this,  and  without 
in  the  least  endangering  the  interest  of 
your  Service  ?  If  anyone  had  the  time  and 
the  inclination  to  devote  a  week's  study 
to  the  Estimates,  they  would  find  means 
of  making  reductions  which  would  simply 
be  appalling,  and  in  the  face  of  which 
this  economy  is  a  myth.  Take  the  case 
of  the  Civil  Service.  I  have  it  upon  the 
authority  of  one  who  knows  perhaps  as 
well  as  any  man  connected  with  the  Civil 
Service  of  this  country  what  economies 
may  be  made  without  in  the  least  in* 
juring  the  Service,  that  if  economies 
which  should  and  ought  to  be  made  were 
made,  the  Government  would  be  able  to 
take  off  Id,  of  the  Income  Tax.  What 
is  true  in  regard  to  the  Civil  Service  is 
equally  true  in  regard  to  the  Naval  Ser- 
vice, and  especially  in  regard  to  the 
Army  Service.  I  grant  it  is  a  good  thing 
to  have  two  Army  Corps ;  I  think  it  would 
be  a  good  think  if  you  had  troops  ready ; 
I  know  that  during  the  late  Egyptian 
War  your  highest  authority  in  this 
country  said  that  if  he  were  called  upon 
to  send  another  regiment  to  Egypt,  ho 
could  not  do  so.  So  far  as  your  Army 
Corps  go,  I  am  entirely  with  you ;  but  I 
ask  most  seriously  what  is  the  object  of 
reducing  the  Horse  Artillery  ?  You  are 
going  to  turn  them  into  Field  Artillery  ; 
in  two  years  time  they  will  not  be  worth 
a  straw  for  the  purpose  of  Horse  Artil- 
lery, Now,  I  do  not  believe  that  any 
step  that  any  Government  has  ever  taken 
cannot  be  retrEiced.  I  believe  that  if 
the  military  men  will  only  take  a  firm 
stand  in  the  matter,  this  Horse  Artillery 
will  be  replaced  in  six  months.  The 
only  way  to  give  effect  to  the  opinion 
of  this  House  is  to  take  a  Division, 
and  for  that  reason  I  propose,  as  a  prac« 
tical  protest  against  this  fatal  step, 
that  this  Vote  be  reduced  by  the  sum 
of  £5,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 
**  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,993,000, 
be  granted  for  the  said  Service."-— (Ifr. 
MoUoy,) 
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Mb.  MALLOOK  (Devon,  Torquay) : 
Though  I  regret  very  much,  the  decision 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  has 
thought  it  his  duty  to  come  to  with  re- 
spect to  the  Horse  Artillery,   I    con- 
gratulate him  on  his  determination  to 
strengthen  the  Garrison  Artillery.  That 
branch  of  the  Artillery  is  a  very  valua- 
ble Service,  and  it  has  not  generally  re- 
ceived the  recognition  that  is  due  to  it. 
I   wish  now  especially  to  refer  to  the 
Volunteer'batteries  of  Garrison  Artillery 
— I  do  not  believe  they  are  receiving 
the  training  they  ought  to  receive.  This 
subject  is  of  great  interest  to  many  of 
my  constituents,  and,  having  served  in 
the  Eoyal  Artillery  myself  for  11  or  12 
years,  and  for  a  greater  part  of  that 
time  in  the  Garrison  Artillery,  it  is  a 
subject  in  which  I  take  very  great  in- 
terest.    I  believe  that  if  the  Volunteer 
Artillery  were  called  upon  for  active 
service  they  would  be  required  to  garri- 
son such  places  as  Plymouth,  Dover, 
and  Portsmouth.    Therefore,  one  would 
suppose  that  their  training  in  time  of 
peace  would  consist  in  working  those 
guns  which  they  would  have  to  work  in 
time  of  war.   But  what,  Sir,  is  the  fact  ? 
There  are  a  great  many  Volunteer  Artil- 
lery batteries  who  never  see  any  gun 
larger  than  an  old  32-pounder  smooth- 
bore, or  a  64-pounder  rifle  gun.     The 
training  they  get  at  these  guns  is  no 
use  whatever  in  working  the  heavier 
guns  they  would  have  to  man  in  case 
they  garrisoned  these  forts.     It  is  true 
that  a  small  percentage  of  every  Garri- 
son battery  is  sent  annually  into  some 
of  these  forts ;   and  I  believe,  too— at 
least  it  ought  to  be  the  case— that  those 
Volunteer  batteries  who  are  fortunate 
enough  to  be  situated  within  easy  dis- 
tance of  forts  where  heavy  guns  are 
mounted  have  opportunities  of  working 
at  these  guns.     But  there  are  numbers 
of  batteries  who  never  have  any  chance 
whatever  of  learning  their  drill  at  the 
heavy  guns— at  the    12- tons,    IS-tons, 
and  still  heavier  guns,  which  are  mounted 
,at  these  forts.    No  doubt,  to  give  all 
Volunteer  Artillery  the  extra  training  I 
desire  to  see  them  have  would  entail 
some  extra  expense ;    but  when  I   re- 
member the  vast  sums  that  have  been 
spent  on  our  fortifications  and  our  arma- 
ments, I  think  we  ought  not  to  beg^dge 
the  slight  extra  expenditure  which  would 
be  involved  in  instructing  these  men  in 


the  duties  they  would  have  to  perform 
if  they  had  to  take  charge  of  these  forts 
and  the  guns  in  them.     I  believe  the 
requisite  training  might  be    given  to 
them  in  one  or  two  ways.     Some  12  or 
18-ton  guns  might  be  mounted  some- 
where within  easy  distance  of  two  or 
three  Volunteer  batteries,  so  that  they 
might  have  a  chance  of  being  able  to 
drill  with  such  guns ;  or  a  much  larger 
percentage — say,   60  per  cent — of  our 
Volunteer  Artillery  might  be  sent  into 
the  forts  yearly  to  learn  their  duty  with 
these  guns ;  or,  it  would  be  better  still, 
if  the  whole  of  the  batteries  could  be  sent 
even  once  in  two  years.     I  believe  the 
best  policy  would  be  that  nearly  all  the 
Volunteers — at  all  events,  the  bulk  of 
those  who  are  close  to  any  of  these  large 
towns  where  forts  are  situated — should 
be  Artillery  as  far  as  possible  ;  certainly 
every  encouretgement  should  be  held  out 
to  Volunteers  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
seaports  to  become  Artillery  Volunteer 
Corps.   A  rifleman  can  have  his  weapon 
anywhere,  and  he  can  find  drill  grounds 
at  any  place ;  but  an  artilleryman's  gun 
cannot  be  brought  to  him,  therefore  it 
necessary  he  should  be  taken  to  the 
gun.    Unless  he  has  sufficient  oppor- 
tunities of  drilling  with  heavy  guns  he 
can  never  become  a  valuable  soldier.    It 
is  not  only  with  the  object  of  learning 
his  drill  with  heavy  guns  that  he  should 
be  sent  to  these  places,  but  also  that  he 
should  learn  the  ins  and* outs  of    the 
various  forts,   that  he   should  be    ac- 
quainted with  all  the  arrangements  of 
magazines,    and  stores,  and  lifts,   and 
the  thousand  and  one  other  arrange- 
ments which  are  necessary  for  the  effec- 
tive service  of  the  heavy  ordnance  in 
these  forts.     This  subject  may  not  be  a 
very  interesting  one,  but  I  believe  it  is 
one  well  worth    the  attention  of   the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  and  I  am  sure  that  tlie 
more    opportunities    the    men    of    the 
Volunteer   Garrison  Artillery   have    of 
perfecting  themselves  in  their  drill  and 
duties  the  more  popular  that  branch  of 
the  Service  will  become. 

Colonel  BLUNDELL  (Lancashire, 
S.W.,  Ince)  :  Mr.  Courtney,  I  am 
anxious  to  say  a  word  upon  one  point 
which  has  not  been  touched  upon  up  to 
this,  but  which  I  believe  to  be  equal  in 
importance  to  anything  that  has  been 
mentioned,  and  that  is  the  reduction  of 
the  home  battalions  of  Infantry.    Those 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  wlio  are 
sot  connected  with  the  Service   must 
understand  that,  after  all,  the  Infantry 
bears  the  same  relation  to  the  other 
arms  of  the  Service  that  the  joint  bears 
to  the  other  dishes  of  a  dinner,  that  the 
Infantry  is  the  main  stay.    Now,  the 
home  battalions  of  Infantry  have  been 
reduced    to     730    men  ;    before   Lord 
Airlie's  Committee  evidence  was  given 
which  showed  that  when  a  battalion  was 
sent  on  service  one-fourth  of  the  men 
were  found  to  be,  from  various  causes, 
unfit  for  active  service,  that  reduces  the 
730  men  to  548.    To  complete  the  war 
strength  of  a  battalion  you  have  to  put 
in  252  fresh  men.      Well,   now,   that 
means  that  the  new  comers  are  nearly  h  al  f, 
at  any  rate,  a  good  many  more  than  one- 
third,  of  the  men  left  in  the  battalion,  a 
Terj  serious  matter  indeed.    And,  when 
the  Commtitee  understands  that,  at  the 
present  time,  according  to  the  Report  of 
the  Inspector  General    of  Recruiting, 
there  are  350  men  in  each  Regiment  of 
only  one  year's  service,  they  will  see 
that,  if  the  home  battalions  are  reduced 
much  more  they  will  be  very  inefficient 
to  go  on  service.    When  once  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War  begins  nibbling 
at  the   battalions,    there    is    a    great 
danger  that  the  30  men  who  are  abo?e 
the  700  will  be  cut  ofif  the  next  year.     I 
strongly  urge  upon  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman not  to  do  that  on  any  account. 
The  Infantry,  after  all,  is  the  most  im- 
portant body  to  us  in  our  Army.     It  is 
true  that  our  battalions  have  too  many 
young  soldiers  in  thom,  and  it  would  be 
▼ery  desirable  if  men  in  the  Reserve,  as 
has  been  suggested,  were  allowed  to  re- 
enlist   But  if  they  do  so,  in  my  opinion, 
they  should  be  placed  under  an  enforced 
stoppage  of  pay,  in  order  to  provide 
their  own  retirement  allowance.     I  be- 
liere  we  are  fast  approaching  the  time 
▼hen  every  Government  official,  from 
the  Prime  Minister  down  to  the  police- 
man and  the  postman,  must  be  subjected 
to  a  compulsory  stoppage  for  retirement 
allowances,  or  else  that  the  charge  should 
be  made  en  bloc  against  the  accounts  of 
the  year,  for  the  amount  thrown  upon 
futurity  in  the  shape  of  pensions  dis- 
counted   is    becoming  something    ter- 
nble  to  contemplate.    Now,  in  regard  to 
the  Artillery  question.     The  Horse  Ar- 
tilietj  batteries   are  really  wanted  as 
t^nttves  for  India,  and  it  would  be  far 
l>otter  to  keep  them,  even  if  they  had  to 
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be  dismounted  in  turn,  than  to  disband 
them.  I  doubt  very  much  the  necessity 
for  the  proposed  great  increase  of  the 
Garrison  Artillery.  This  country,  hither- 
to, has  always  found  that  a  good  thrust 
is  the  best  parry,  and  though  it  is  very 
necessary  that  our  coaling  stations  should 
be  fortified,  and  that  our  ports  should 
be  fortified,  I  believe  that  the  defence  of 
these  places  may  be  left,  to  a  very  much 
greater  extent  than  is  supposed,  to  our 
Auxiliary  Forces.  I  think  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  would  do  a  great  ser- 
vice if  he  induced  Volunteer  battalions 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  our  forts  and 
ports  to  be  converted  into  Artillery.  I 
will  not  detain  the  Committee  longer  ; 
but  I  do  strongly  urge  upon  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  the  necessity  of 
keeping  our  home  battalions  at  750  men 
if  it  is  possible,  and  the  other  battalions 
at  850  men,  because  the  experience  of 
the  last  20  years  has  shown  us  that  our 
case  is  entirely  dissimilar  from  that  of 
foreign  countries.  Our  battalions  must 
be  ready  to  go  into  the  field  at  any  mo- 
ment, and  we  ought  to  be  able  to  meet 
the  wants  of  little  wars  such  as  we  have 
had  of  late  years  without  calling  out  our 
Reserves,  except,  perhaps,  the  last  two 
years  Reserves  or  the  men  of  the  Re- 
serve who  volunteer.  We  have  been 
doing  a  most  serious  thing  in  regard  to 
our  Reserves ;  when  the  Reserves  were 
first  formed  it  was,  I  think,  expected 
they  would  have  to  fight  in  a  European 
war — say,  once  in  a  generation.  Well, 
now  we  have  had  them  out  in  whole  or  iu 
part  three  times  in  little  more  than  half 
that  time.  Now,  that  is  a  very  serious 
thing  ;  it  prevents  Reserve  men  getting 
employment  in  the  country,  and,  there- 
fore, is  very  detrimental  to  their  inte- 
rests. We  ought  only  to  call  upon  our 
Reserves  in  serious  emergencies  as  was 
originally  intended,  and  the  only  pos- 
sible way  of  doing  that  is  to  keep  our 
battalions  at  their  proper  strength. 
When  our  Reserves  were  first  formed  in 
1870,  Mr.  Card  well  calculated  upon 
having  a  Reserve  of  60,000 ;  the  state- 
ment of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
this  year  shows  us  that  by  the  year  1894 
we  shall  have  60,000  Reserve  men.  That 
means  in  five-sixths  of  a  generation,  after 
the  number  of  60,000  was  fixed  upon, 
and  in  that  time  the  nation  will  have 
grown  probably  by  8,000,000  of  men.  I 
particularly  want  to  draw  tho  attention 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  to  this 
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The  cost  of  maintaining  our  forces  should 
be  calculated  upon  the  cost  per  head  of 
the  population.  That  is  the  only  fair 
way  of  looking  at  the  cost  of  our  Force. 
Me.  E.  stanhope  :  I  am  sorry  my 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  (Colonel  Blun- 
dell)  has  been  an  exception  to  the  almost 
universal  rule  in  this  debate,  inasmuch 
as  he  disparages  the  increase  of  the 
Garrison  Artillery.  I  can  assure  him 
there  is  no  subject  to  which  I  have  given 
more  personal  attention  than  that.  I 
think  there  can  be  no  question  that  the 
increase  of  our  Garrison  Artillery  is  the 
most  important  step  that  can  be  taken 
for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  if  my  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  will  give  me  a  half-an-hour  of 
his  time  I  can  show  him  that  there  are 
very  important  places  which  cannot  be 
adequately  defended  unless  this  House 
consent  to  add  to  the  Garrison  Artillery. 
Now,  as  regards  the  other  point,  which 
has  really  been  hardly  discussed  in  this 
House  to-night  upon  a  proper  footing. 
The  real  question  is — whether  Horse 
Aridllery,  or  Field  Artillery,  is  better  for 
our  purposes  in  time  of  war.  The  lice 
I  have  endeavoured  to  take  up,  and  in 
which  I  have  been  supported  by  mili- 
tary experts,  is  that  you  do  want  a  cer- 
tain proportion  of  Horse  Artillery,  but 
that  for  many  purposes  the  Field  Artil- 
lery is  very  much  more  valuable  than 
Horse  Artillery  can  be.  They  have  a 
better  gun,  or  they  will  shortly  have 
about  the  best  gun  it  is  possible  for 
Field  Artillery  to  have.  We  believe 
that  in  time  of  war  Field  Artillery  bat- 
teries will  be  more  etficient,  and  able  to 
provide  a  greater  amount  of  gun  power, 
than  Horse  Artillery  will.  There  is,  I 
think,  a  certain  portion  of  our  Artil- 
lery which  must  be  capable  of  rapid 
movement — that  portion,  for  instance, 
which  is  required  to  move  with  the  Ca- 
valry; but  when  you  go  beyond  this 
portion,  you  will  find  that  Field  Artil- 
lery provides  a  better  and  more  efficient 
arm,  because  it  is  able  to  work  guns  of 

freater  power.  But,  having  said  that, 
should  like  to  appeal  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  MoUoy),  who 
argues,  as  a  great  many  other  Members 
do,  that  we  are  making  a  great  mistake 
in  reducing  the  Horse  Artillery,  and 
that  we  are  only  doing  so  for  the  purpose 
of  effecting  averysmall  economy.  What 
step  has  he  takefT?  He  proposes  to  out 
down  the  Estimates    still   further — to 
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reduce  still  further  the  sum  of  money 
we  have  for  the  purpose  of  all  our  various 
kinds  of  defence.  I  should  be  exceed- 
ingly sorry  if  that  lame  and  impolitic 
step  were  taken  to-night.  I  regret  the 
proposal  I  have  made  and  carried  out 
has  not  been  received  by  hon.  Members 
with  any  favour,  yet,  at  the  same  time, 
I  cannot  understand  why  hon.  Members, 
who  object  to  the  reduction  in  strength 
of  the  Horse  Artillery,  favour  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  amount  of  the  Vote  for  the 
Army  generally. 

Mr.    MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,   Birr) : 
The  argument  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  just  used  I  have  heard  used  in  this 
House  for  the  last  nine  years.    When- 
ever a  Member  of  this  House  rises  to 
protest  against  what  he  thinks  an  unwise 
step  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and 
moves  the  reduction  of  a  Vote,  the  Go- 
vernment  say — **0h,   your  method  of 
proceeding  makes  matters  worse."    If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  tell  me 
how  we  are  to  protest  agfiiinst  an  act, 
which  certainly  a  large  proportion  of 
Members    disagree    with,    except    by 
moving  a  reduction  of  the  Vote,  I  shall 
be  very  glad  to  put  what  he  says  into 
practice.    If  he  would  prefer  it,  I  will 
merely  move  to  reduce  the  Vote  by  £1  — 
I  simply  make  my  Motion  as  a  protest. 
Of  course,  there  is  no  use  in  tr3ring  to 
conceal  from  ourselves  the  fact  that  my 
proposition  to  reduce  the  Vote  has  as 
much  chance  of  beinff  carried  as  I  should 
have,  if  I  so  wished,  of  replacing  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  by  myself.     I  do 
think  that  it  is  necessary,  in  these  mat- 
ters, to  get  rid  of  the  hollo  wness  of  debate 
which  has  been  apparent  so  long ;  that 
we  should  publicly  show  our  disagree- 
ment with  the  action  of  the  Government, 
which  we  can  only  do  by  taking  a  vote  on 
the  subject.     If  I  thought  that  my  Mo- 
tion had  any  chance  of  being  carried,  I 
would  certainly  not  go  to  a  Divieion , 
because  the  effect  of  its  adoption  would 
be  to  injure  the  Service  still  more.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  far  abler    in 
these    matters  than  myself,  and  X   ata 
satisfied  that  what  he  has  done  he  Kas 
done  from  thoroughly  conscientious  mo- 
tives ;  but  the  difficulty  is  this — that  all 
the    military  opinions    of   the  country 
disagree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. . 
I  do  not  know  who  the  advisers  of  tlie 
Government  are  in  this  matter.       Xlie 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  South-East  Durham  (General 
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Sir  HeDiy  Hayelock- Allan)  said  lie  had 
made  inquiries  in  every  Department  to 
find  out  who  had  advised  the  Govern- 
ment, but  he  had  been  unable  to  discover 
their  advisers.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
leems  to  be  under  the  impression  that 
the  best  thing  the  country  can  do  is  to 
fitreogtben  its  Field  Artillery.  Do  that 
as  muob  as  you  like ;  but  if  you  are 
going  to  strengthen  one  arm  of  the 
Senice  by  weakening  another  I  must 
disapprove  your  action.  For  the  sake 
ot  the  paltry  and  miserable  economy  of 
£4,000  or  £5,000  a-year  you  are  going 
to  disband  that  branch  of  the  Service 
which  is  really  the  most  useful  you  have 
in  time  of  war. 

GoLOKKL  HILL  (Bristol,  South) :  So 
far  from  desiring  to  reduce  this  Yote,  I 
personally  should  like  to  add  something 
to  it,  to  enable  the  Yolunteer  Artillery 
to  acquire  a  proper  knowledge  of  the 
working  of  the  guns  thoy  will  have  to 
work  in  case  their  services  are  ever  re- 
qoired.    They  have  not  at  present  that 
opportunity;   they  have   to   drill  with 
guns  that  are  distinctly  obsolete ;  and  it 
18  rather  discouraging  to  them  that  they 
ikoald  spend  their  time  in  learning  that 
wliich  is  not  directly  applicable  to  the 
purpose  they  may  be  called   upon  to 
•erve.   There  are  some  Artillery  Volun- 
teer Corps  who  have  the  advantage  of 
being   within    reasonable    distance    of 
ports,  and  they  have  an  opportunity  of 
acquiring  the  knowledge  they  ought  to 
have;  but  there  are  others.    Take,  for 
instance,  my  own  regiment,  which  has 
within  it  1,250  efficient  gunners — which 
are  situated  very  considerable  distances 
from  any  large  fort,  and  the  only  oppor- 
tonity  such  batteries  have  of  seeing  the 
larger  guns,  and  becoming  at  all  ac- 
quainted   with    the    interior  of   forts, 
magazines,  and  so  on,  is  that  afforded 
by  being  sent  down  to  exercise  with  the 
Koyal  Artillery.     These   opportunities 
eome  very  rarely,  and  they  are  seized 
by  Yolunteer  officers,  and  I  think  that, 
if  some  money  could  be  granted  to  give 
to  the  Yolunteer  Ck>rps  tho  opportunity 
of  more  frequently  visiting  large  ports, 
the  boon  would  be  very  much  appre- 
ciated.   It  has  been  suggested  by  my 
boo.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Member  for 
Sooth  Hampshire  (Sir  Frederick  Fitz- 
Wygram)  that  something  might  be  done 
bj  plaeing  these  large  guns  at  depot 


centres.  That,  no  doubt,  would  be 
something  for  us;  we  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  practising  with  such 
guns ;  but  I  have  in  mind  a  case  in 
which  it  might  be  desirable  that  these 
guns  might  be  so  placed  as  not  only  to 
be  valuable  for  drill,  but  for  the  defence 
of  the  country.  I  have  in  my  mind  par- 
ticularly the  case  of  the  Bristol  Channel, 
where  a  heavy  gun  would  be  of  the 
greatest  possible  service  in  the  defence 
of  the  roadstead;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
be  valuable  for  drill.  I  venture  to  im- 
press on  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War  the  fact  that 
the  Yolunteer  Artillery  are  most  anxious 
to  do  all  in  their  power  to  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  the  modern  guns,  and  to 
assure  him  that  any  assistance  he  may 
give  in  that  direction  will  be  very  much 
appreciated. 

General  GOLDSWORTHY  (Ham- 
mersmith) :  While  I  shall  not  vote  for 
the  proposed  reduction,  I  wish  it  to  be 
understood  that  I  am  opposed  to  the  re- 
duction of  the  Horse  Artillery ;  no  one 
in  this  House  has  stronger  views  on  this 
subject  than  I  have.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  stated  that  he  has  only 
been  a  few  months  in  Office.  I  do  hope 
that  when  he  has  been  longer  in  Office, 
as  I  trust  he  will  be,  he  will  see  his  way 
to  reconsider  his  decision  as  regards  the 
Horse  Artillery.  It  is  impossible  to 
make  gunners  in  a  day,  and  I  do  hope 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  endea- 
vour to  defer  to  the  feelings  of  the  vast 
majority  of  military  experts  upon  this 
question. 

SiE  EDWARD  HAMLEY  (Birken- 
head) :  I  have  not  quite  succeeded  in 
gathering  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  his  proposed  reduction 
of  the  Horse  Artillery  is  still  open  to 
revision.  If  he  has  not  committed  him- 
self beyond  recall,  I  venture  most  ear- 
nestly to  beseech  him  to  reconsider  his 
decision,  because  it  seems  to  me  one  of 
the  most  unpopular  and  impolitic  steps 
ever  taken  by  the  War  Office.  I  ask 
him  to  consider  that  all  the  Military 
and  Naval  Members  of  the  House  have 
joined  in  the  very  respectful  and  very 
strong  remonstrations  against  the  step 
which  he  proposes,  and  1  think  perhaps 
their  opinions  may  be  considered  as  well 
worthy  his  attention  as  those  of  that  dis- 
tinguished General  of  whom  wo  have 
hefu^l  so  much,  and  whose  opinions,  I 
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think,  go  to  show  that  a  man  may  be  a 
distioguished  Qeneral  and  yet  a  very  un- 
safe advisor  for  a  Secretary  of  State  for 
War.  I  think  everything  has  been  said 
in  the  course  of  the  remarks  of  previous 
speakers  that  can  be  said  against  this 
measure,  and  therefore  I  do  not  propose 
to  go  over  the  ground  again,  or  any 
part  of  it ;  but  I  do  wish  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  recording  my  earnest  pro- 
test against  the  reduction  of  a  single 
gun  either  of  the  Field  or  of  the  Horse 
Artillery. 

Genebal  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
(Kincardine) :  I  must,  with  deep  regret, 
give  my  vote  for  the  Amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  King*s  County 
(Mr.  MoUoy),  though  I  assure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  that  I  shall  not  give  my  vote  in 
any  factious  spirit.  I  entirely  disap- 
prove of  the  proposed  reduction  in  the 
Horse  Artillery,  and  I  trust  that  before 
loQg  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  may  see 
his  way  to  retrace  this  fatal  step.  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  act  wisely  if  he  were 
to  dissociate  himself  from  his  present 
military  advisers  and  act  solely  upon  his 
own  responsibility,  which,  I  am  sure, 
would  lead  him  to  agree  with  the  tenour 
of  the  remarks  which  have  been  so 
generally  expressed  by  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentlemen  to-night. 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
bury) :  I  just  wish  to  say  that  I  repre- 
sent the  military  town  of  Canterbury, 
and  I  can  assure  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  that 
it  is  the  opinion  of  all  the  military  men 
there  that  he  has  committed  a  serious 
mistake  in  the  matter  of  the  Horse 
Artillery.  I,  therefore,  trust  he  will  re- 
consider his  decision. 

Uuestion  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  57; 
Noes  94  :  Majority  37.— (Div.  List, 
No.  141.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(2.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

'*  That  a  further  sum,  not  exoeeeding 
£3,830,300,  bo  granted  to  Hor  Majesty,  on 
account,  for  or  towards  defraying  the  Charge 
for  the  following  Civil  Services  and  Revenue 
Departments  for  the  ^ear  ending  on  the  Slst 
day  of  March,  1888,  viz. : — 


CIVIL  SERVICES. 

Class  I. — Publio  Works  and 
Buildings. 


•  • 


Great  Britain : 

Royal  Palaces 

Marlborough  House 

Royal  Parks  and  Pleasure  Gardens  . . 

Houses  of  Parliament 

Gordon  Monument 

Publio  Buildings    . . 

Furniture  of  Public  Offices  . . 

Revenue  Department  Buildings 

County  Court  Buildings 

Metropolitan  Police  Courts 

Sheriff  Court  Houses,  Scotland 

Surveys  of  the  United  Kingdom 

Science  and  Art  Department  Buildings 

British  Museum  Buildings  . . 

Harbours,  &c.  under  Board  of  Trade 

Peterhead  Harbour 

Rates  on  Government  Property  (Great 
Britain  and  Ireland)        . . 

Metropolitan  Fire  Brigade  . . 

Distumpiked  and  Main  Roads  (Eng- 
land and  Wales) 

Distumpiked  Roads  (Scotland) 

Ireland :  — 

Publio  Buildings    . . 

Science  and  Art  Buildings,  Dublin   . . 

Abroad  :— 

Lighthouses  Abroad  . .  .  • 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Buildings  .  • 


4,000 
500 

15,000 

9,000 

500 

20,000 
3,000 

34,000 
4,000 
1,500 
6,000 

35,000 
3,000 
2,000 
6,500 
4,000 

15,000 
2,500 


30,000 
5,000 


1,000 
3,000 


Sir  Edwofrd  Hamley 


Class  II. — Salaries  and  Expenses  of 
CmL  Departments. 

England  i^ 

House  of  Lords,  Offices       .  • 

House  of  Commons,  Offices 

Treasury,  including  Parliamentary 
Counsel  . .  . , 

Home  Office  and  Subordinate  Depart- 
ments  .  •  •  •  *  •  .  • 

Foreign  Office        .  •  . . 

Colonial  Office 

Privy  Council  Office  and  Subordinate 
Departments 

Board  of  Trade  and  Subordinate  De- 
partments 

Bankruptcy  Department  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  . .  . .  . . 

Charity  Commission  (including  En- 
dowed Schools  Department) 

Civil  Service  Commission    . . 

Exchequer  and  Audit  Department     . . 

Friendly  Societies,  Registry 

Land  Commission  for  England 

Local  Government  Board    .  • 

Lunacy  Commission 

Mint  (mcluding  Coinage)     . .  .  • 

National  Debt  Office 

Patent  Office 

Paymaster  GeneraPs  Office 

Public  Works  Loan  Commission 

Record  Ol&ce        .  •  .  • 


9,000 
10,000 

10,000 

15,000 

10,000 

7,000 

3,000 

10,000 


♦  • 


6,000 
8,000 
8,000 
1,500 
4,000 
110,000 
3.0OO 
2,000 
2,500 
8,000 
3,50O 
1,000 
4,0OQ 
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£ 

5,000 

76,000 

3,000 

6,000 


Begirtrtr  (General's  Office  ..  •• 

Sti^onery  Office  and  Printixig  . . 

Woods,  Forests,  &c  Office  of 

Works  and  Public  Buildings,  Office  of  ., . , . 

Mercantile  Marine  Fund,  Grant  in  Aid  15,000 

Secret  Sendee        ••            ••            ,.  8,000 

Scotliind: — 

Secretary  for  Scotland         ••  ..  1,000 

Exchequer  and  other  Offices  •  •  1,000 

Fishery  Board       ..             ..  ..  -    - 

Lnnacy  Commission             ..  ..  500 

Kegistrar  General's  Office   ..  ••  500 

Board  of  Supervision           ••  ..  1,000 

Ireland: — 

Lord  lieutenant's  Household  . .  1,500 

Chief  Secretary's  Office       ..  ..  5,500 

Charitable    Donations   and   Bequests 

Oflfice   ..             ..            ..  ..  300 

Local  OoTerament  Board    ..  ..  10,000 

Public  Works  Office             ..  ..  6,000 

Becord  Office         ..            ..  ••  1,000 

Besistrar  General's  Office   ..  •.  2,000 

Yaloation  and  Boundary  Survey  •  •  4,500 

Class  III. — Law  and  Justice. 

England : —  £ 

Law  Charges 

Oiminal  Prosecutions 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature 

Wreck  Commission 

Cocmty  Courts 

lAndKegistry 

Bevinng  Barristers,  England 

Police  Courts  (London  and  Sheemess) 

Hetropolitan  Police 

Special  Police 

County  and  Borough  Police,    Great 

•  Britain 

Priaons,  England  and  the  Colonies   . . 

Befonnatorpr  and  Industrial  Schools 

Great  Britain     . . 
Broadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum 

Scotland: — 

Uird   Advocate    and   Criminal  Pro 

oeedtngs 
Courts  of  Law  and  Justice  . . 
Begister  House  Departments 
(Wters  Commission 
Police,    Coimties  and  Burghs  (Scot- 

Isnd)    ••  ••  ••  . 

Prisons,  SooUand  •  • 

Ireland:— 

Iaw  Charges  and  Criminal  Prosecu 

■wos  •  • 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature 
Court  of  Bankruptcy  .  • 

Adminlty  Court  B^:istry  •  • 
Begbtry  of  Deeds 
Begistrj  of  Judgments 
I^ad  Commission  •  •  •  • 

Com^  Court  Officers,  &c.  .. 
Dublin  Metropolitan  Police  (including 

PioHoe  Courts)    .. 
CooaUbuW 
bisons,  Lneiand 


Bafoi  ■laloiy  and  Lddustrial  Schools 
I^mdnmi  C&imiiial  Lunatic  Asylum 


10,000 
36,000 
60,000 
1,500 
20,000 


2,500 

100,000 

3,000 

2,000 
60,000 

80,000 
4,000 


10,000 

10,000 

5,000 

1,000 

1,000 
20,000 


15,000 

15,000 

1,500 

200 

2,000 

300 

7,000 

15,000 

15,000 
280,000 
20,000 
25,000 
500 


Glass  IV. — Education,  Soibnge, 
AND  Art. 

England : — 

Public  Education  . .  • .  •  •  700,000 
Science  and  Art  Department  • ,  70,000 
British  Museum  •  •  • .  . .  25,000 
National  Gallery  . .  . .  , ,  1,500 
National  Portrait  Gallery  . .  .  •  200 
Learned  Societies,  &c.  . .  . .  4,000 
London  University  . .  • .  2,000 
University  Colleges,  Wales  . .  2,000 
Deep  Sea  Exploring  Expedition  (Re- 
port)   ..            ..            ..  ..  500 

Scotland: — 

Public  Education  . .             ..  ..  120,000 

Universities,  &c.    ..             ..  ..  2,000 

National  Gallery   . .             , ,  . ,  200 

Lreland:— 

Public  Education  ..             ..  ••  200,000 

Teachers*  Pension  Office      ..  ••  200 

Endowed  Schools  Commissioners      .  •  100 

National  Gallery   .  •            . .  .  •  500 

Queen's  Colleges  . .            . .  • .  500 

Royal  Irish  Academy           . .  . .  1,000 

Class  V. — ^Foreign  and  Colonial 
Sebyices. 


Diplomatic  Services  •  • 

Consular  Services  . . 
Slave  Tiade  Services 
Suez  Canal  (British  Directors) 
Colonies,  Grants  in  Aid 
South  Africa  and  St.  Helena 
Subsidies  to  Telegraph  Companies 
Cyprus,  Grant  in  Aid 


50,000 
50,000 

2,000 
400 

4,000 
20,000 
18,000 


Class  VL — ^Non-Effectivb  and 
Charitable  Services. 

Superannuation  and  Retired   Allow- 
ances    ••  ••  ••  •• 

Merchant  Seamen's    Fund  Pensions, 

AC*  ••  ••  ••  •• 

Pauper  Lunatics,  England  . . 
Pauper  Lunatics,  Scotland  .  • 
Pauper  Lunatics,  Ireland    . . 
Hospitals  and  Infirmaries,  Ireland    . . 
Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies 
Deficiency  .. 

Miscellaneous    Charitable    and  other 

Allowances,  Great  Britain 

Miscellaneous    Charitable    and  other 

Allowances,  Ireland         ••  •• 


90,000 

1,000 

10,000 

20.000 

40,000 

5,000 


800 


100 


Class  VII. — Miscellaneous. 

Temporary  Commissions     ..  •• 

Miscellaneous  Expenses       •  •  •  • 

Adelaide  Exhibition,  1887  •• 


8,000 
2,000 


Total  for  Civil  Services 


£2,860,300 
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Eevenub  Departments. 

Customs  ..  ••  ..  ..  100,000 

Inland  Revenue     . .  . .  . .  100,000 

Post  Office  ..  ..  ..  600.000 

Post  Office  Packet  Service  . .  ..  170,000 

Post  OffiQQ  Telegraphs         ..  ••  100,000 


Total  for  Revenue  Departments    £970,000 
Grand  Total    ..  £3,830,300 


Mb.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton): 
I  apprehend  that  this  Vote  on  Account 
will  be  sufficient  for  jthe  Gpyernment 
until  the  commencement  of  July ;  but  it 
certainly  is  a  very  unprecedented  course 
that  the  Estimates  should  have  been 
practically  put  off  until  so  late  a  day, 
and  that  Votes  on  Account  should  have 
been  taken.  The  Government  can  hardly 
complain,  if  they  choose  to  adopt  this 
course,  .of  everyone  of  these  items  bein^ 
discussed  seriaUm,  For  my  own  part,  I 
am  anxious  that  Public  Business  should 
not  be  impeded  in  any  way,  and,  there- 
fore, I  am  afraid  we  shall  have  to  wait 
in  order  to  discuss  every  one  of  the  items 
until  they  come  on  in  the  shape  of  ordi- 
nary Estimates.  However,  in  Class  I 
there  is  one  Estimate  which,  I  think, 
we  ought  to  test— namely,  that  for  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Courts.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  total  amoimt  asked  for  the 
year  under  this  head  is  £6,737;  and 
taking  the  sum  voted  on  Account  on  a 
previous  occasion  and  the  amount  now 
asked  for,  we  see  that  almost  one-half  of 
the  whole  will  be  voted  on  Account. 
Now,  it  is  not  a  question  of  how  much 
shall  be  voted,  or  whether  the  money  is 
wholly  or  partly  expended.  The  ques- 
tion is  whether  this  money  ought  to  be 
voted  at  all  by  the  House  of  Commons  ? 
I,  and  others  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
and  I  believe  many  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  also,  have  always  contended 
that  this  is  an  expenditure  which  ought 
to  fall  on  the  Metropolis  itself.  I  re- 
member on  the  last  Vote  on  Account  I 
called  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
this  matter,  and  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  (Mr.  Plunket)  replied  to 
me  that  there  was  a  set-ofP,  because  the 
County  Courts  were  paid  for  out  of  the 
Treasury.  But  I  need  hardly  say  that 
that  is  no  set-off  of  any  sort  or  kind.  In 
Manchester  and  Liverpool,  and  most  of 
our  large  towns,  there  are  County  Courts 
and  Police  Courts,  and  in  London  there 
are  County  Courts  and  Police  Courts, 


and  there  is  no  set-off  in  saying  that  the 
County  .Courts  in  Provincial  towns  are 
paid  for  by  the  Treasury,  because  the 
County  Courts  in  London  are  also  paid 
for  by  the  Treasury.  "Wq  have  the  clear, 
hard  fapt>  then,  before  us,  that  in  all 
large  towns  the  Police  Courts  are  paid 
for  out  of  the  local  rates,  but  that  in 
London  they  are  paid  for  by  the  Trea- 
sury. The  matter  has  been  frequently 
raised  in  this  House,  and  there  are 
Gentlemen  on  both  sides  who  take  the 
same  view  upon  it  that  I  do.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  beg  to  move  that 
the  Vote  be  reduced  by  this  sum  of 
£1,500  which  is  to  be  devoted  to  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Courts. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
<'  That  a^sum,  not  exceeding  £3,828,800, 
be  gpranted  for  the  said  Services." — \Mr, 
Lahouchere,) 

The  FIRST    COMMISSIONER   of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Plunket)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  The  principle  upon  which  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Courts  were  handed 
over  to  the  Office  of  Works  to  be  main- 
tained   by    them    by  a  Parliamentary 
Vote  was  that  it  was  considered  that 
the  business  of  the  London  Police  Courts 
was,  or  might  be,  of  a  rather  more  than 
local  character.     It   was  thought  that 
they  should  be  dealt  with  on  the  same 
basis  as  the  Law  Courts  throughout  the 
country  rather  than  on  the  example  of 
the  Police  Courts  throughout  the  other 
parts  of  the  Kingdom.     Doubtless,  the 
Police  Court  in  Bow  Street  formerly  had 
a  very  wide  and  extended  jurisdiction, 
its  writs  running  all  over  the  country. 
But  whatever  may  have  been  the  prin- 
ciple or  policy  of  the  arrangement  made, 
the  answer  I  have  to  make  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Northampton 
is,  that  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Courts  have     been 
handed  over  to  the  Office  of  Works,  and 
the  Office  of  Works  has  been  required 
to  purchase,  hire,  or  otherwise  provide 
such    Court-houses,    offices,    or    build- 
ings as   may  be  required  for  carrying' 
on  the  business  of  the  various   Police 
Courts  in  the  Metropolitan  Police   Dis- 
tricts.   These  buildings  and  offices  liave 
to  be  cleaned,  lighted,  and  warmed,  by  the 
Office  of  Works.    Well,  as  I  liave  no 
other  funds  out  of  which  to  defray  the 
expenses    of    cleaning,    lighting,      and 
wanning  the  offices  handed  over  -to  my 
charge  under  the  Act  to  which.   X    Have 
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referred,  which  was  passed  through 
Parliament  in  all  its  stages  without  com- 
ment, I  am  obliged  to  come  to  this  House 
and  aak  it  to  provide  means  with  which 
to  giro  effect  to  that  Act  of  Parliament. 
These  are  the  grounds  upon  which  I  ask 
the  Committee  to  vote  this  mouey. 

Mb.  TABOUCHERE  :  This  is  rather 

an  explanation  than  an  excuse  which  we 

liare  received  from  the  right  hon.  and 

learned  Gentleman.     I  would  point  out 

to  him  that  about  two  years  ago  it  was 

moved  that  the  expenses  of  the  Parks 

in  London  should  no  longer  be  borne  by 

the  Treasury,  but  by  London.     It  was 

agreed  then  tiiat  an  Act  of  Parliament 

should  be  brought  in  by  the  then  Go- 

Temment   to    throw    tlus    expenditure 

npon  the  Metropolis.     If  we  were   to 

refaae  to  pass  this  Yote,  the  right  hon. 

and  learned  Gentleman  would  be  able 

to  bring  in  a  Bill,  and  pass  it  into  an 

Act  of  Parliament,  and  it  would  become 

law,   by   which    the  charge  for  these 

Police  Courts  would  be  thrown  upon  the 

Metropolis.     I  do  not  think  the  right 

hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  can  fairly 

ask  us  not  to  vote' against  this  Estimate 

Bimply  because  there  appears  to  be  an 

Act  of  Parliament  requiring  the  Office 

of  Works  to  look  after   these   Police 

Courts,  for  the  passing    of  which  the 

rljght  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has 

given  reasons,  which  reasons  experience 

ahowB  us  to   be   absolutely   worthless. 

He  might,   perhaps,    hold    that    Bow 

Street  Police  Office  is  in  an  exceptional 

position    compared    with    other  Police 

Offices   in    the    country;    but  he    can 

hardly  hold  that  the  Greenwich  Police 

Court  or  the  Wandsworth  Police  Court, 

both  of  which  are  included  in  this  Vote, 

are  more  important  Police  Courts  than 

those   of    Manchester,    Liverpool,   and 

other  large  towns  in  the  country.    As 

the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 

knows,  this  question  has  long  been  a 

hone  of  contention.     I  was  anxious  that 

Her  Majesty's  Government,  who  are  so 

desirous  of  reform  and  economy  and  all 

that  sort  of  thing,  should  refrain  from 

proposiDg  this  Yote,  or  should  say  that 

if  the  money  were  voted  for  the  present, 

tbej  woald  brin?  in  a  Bill  and  take  care 

tliat  it  should  be  borne  by  those  who 

ooght  to  bear  it  next  year.    If  we  re- 

eem  such  an  assurance  I  shall  not  press 

the  matter  to   a  Division ;   but   unless 

mch  an  asaorance  is  given  I  shall  divide 

the  Oommittee  upon  this  item. 


Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
think  the  objection  taken  to  the  Yote 
is  reasonable,  and  I  think  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  not 
made  a  very  vigorous  defence  of 
the  principle  and  policy  of  paying  the 
expenses  of  the  Metropc^tan  Police 
Courts  out  of  the  Yote  which  falls  upon 
the  taxpayer  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Even  had  he  made  a  vigorous  defence 
of  it,  I  think  we  should  not  accept  his 
authority  for  the  course  of  proceeding 
referred  to,  without  having  some  as- 
surances as  to  the  future  state  of  the 
matter.  It  is  well  to  tell  the  House 
that  the  Act  of  Parliament  throws  a  par- 
ticular duty  upon  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  and  that  he  has  no 
funds  with  which  to  discharge  that  duty 
unless  Parliament  supplies  them.  That 
is  a  very  good  excuse  for  the  Yote  this 
year,  but  what  about  the  Yote  next 
year  and  the  year  succeeding  ?  Is  the 
United  Kingdom  to  continue  for  an  in- 
definite period  to  contribute  to  the 
expense  of  keeping  and  maintaining 
these  Police  Courts.  I  think  the  protest 
against  this  state  of  things  is  a  most 
reasonable  protest,  coming  from  an  Eng- 
lishman ;  but  when  we  consider  the  case 
of  Ireland,  and  consider  that  a  Yote  of 
this  kind,  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Courts,  in  which  wo 
have  not  the  smallest  interest,  falls  not 
only  on  the  English  taxpayer,  but  also 
on  the  Irish  taxpayer,  I  think  the 
charge  is  an  anomalous  and  monstrous 
one.  I  think  before  we  pass  this  Yote 
we  are  entitled  to  have  some  assurance 
as  to  what  the  future  state  of  things  is 
to  be.  Is  the  United  Kingdom  to  con- 
tinue  for  an  indefinite  period  to  contri- 
bute towards  maintaining  the  Metro- 
politan Police  Courts  ?  Surely  this  great 
Uity  in  which  we  now  are  is  sufficiently 
wealthy  to  maintain  its  own  Police 
Courts.  One  would  think  the  Muni- 
cipality of  London  would  be  ashamed  to 
come  to  the  taxpayer,  hat  in  hand, 
begging  him  to  maintain  its  Police 
Courts — begging  him  to  pay  the  costs  of 
getting  within  the  clutches  of  the  law, 
and  of  punishing  them  when  they  are 
there,  the  citizens  of  London  for  being 
drunk  and  disorderly,  and  so  on.  I 
think  this  protest  is  a  ifair  one.  I  think 
we  are  entitled  to  some  assurance  that 
for  the  future  this  most  anomalous  state 
of  things  will  not  be  continued,  ami  that 
the  taxpayer  of  the  United  Kingdom 
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shall  not  be  compelled  to  contribute  to 
this  purely  local  purpose. 

Mb.  PLUNKET:   1  would  add  one 
word  to  what  I  have  already  said.     I 
suppose  that  whenever  the  Bill  for  the 
Government  of    the  Metropolis  comes 
before  the  House,  this  will  be  one  of  the 
questions  raised  in  the  debates ;    but 
when  hon.  Members  ask  me  to  under- 
take to  introduce  a  Bill  for  the  purpose 
of  putting  the  cost  of  the  maintenance 
of  the  Police  Courts  on  the  Metropolis, 
and  to  pass  that  Bill  through  the  House, 
I  must  beg  them  to  remember  that  this 
is  part  of  a  very  large  question.    I  would 
also  remind  the  Committee  that  very 
early  in  this  Session  I  introduced  a  Bill 
for    the  very  purpose  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton  in 
another  part  of  his  remarks — namely, 
for  the  purpose  of  handing  over  a  cer- 
tain number  of  the  Parks  in  London  to 
the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works.     I 
must  remind  the  Committee  that  I  kept 
putting  that  Bill  down  every  day,  and 
that  it  has  been  hardly  an  agreeable 
duty  to  have  to  wait  here  until  half-past 
1  or  2  o'clock  every  morning  in  order 
merely  to  postpone  the  Bill,  to  say  **  this 
day,  Sir,"  when  it  is  called  on;  but  I 
have  been  able  to  proceed  no  further 
with  it.     If  we  could  get  some  security 
for  the  withdrawal  of  blocks  against  the 
Bill,  it  would,  no  doubt,  have  a  good 
effect  upon  the  progress  of  that  measure, 
and  I  am  glad  of  this  opportunity  of 
calling  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
and  of  the  country  to  fhe  fact  that  this 
Bill — a  very  small  Bill,  and  one  which  I 
believe  would  involve  no  controversy — 
has  been  standing  on  the  Notice  Paper 
day  after  day  for  second  reading,  and 
night  after  night,  and  cannot  be  dis- 
posed of  on  account  of  blocks.     As  to 
the  policy  of  this  Police  Court  question, 
I  can  only  repeat  that  that  is  a  question 
to  be  decided  when  the  great  question 
of  Metropolitan  Government  comes  up 
for  discussion  in  this  House. 

Mr.  CHANCE  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  I  can- 
not  conceive  how  a  Government  which 
has  introduced  a  Bill  for  the  handing 
over  of  some  Parks  in  London  to  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  can  have 
any  excuse  for  not  introducing  a  mea- 
sure to  hand  over,  in  a  similar  manner, 
the  Metropolitan  Police  Courts  to  some 
Metropolitan  Authority.  It  seems  to  me 
that  there  might  be  some  little  excuse 
for  imposing  the  cost  of  the  Parks  upon 
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the  taxpayers  generally.    Some  of  us  or 
our  constituents  may,  on  some  occasion, 
be  able  to  derive  amusement  from  the 
Parks,  and  may  gain  some  little  advan« 
tage  from  them ;  but  I  trust  very  few  of 
our  constituents  have  the  smallest  desire 
to  derive  advantage  from  the  existence 
of  the  Police  Courts,  or,  at  any  rate,  will 
desire  to  derive  instruction  and  amuse- 
ment  from  (hem.  Probably,  the  tendency 
of   the    Government   to    render    these 
Courts  places  where  amusement  and  in- 
struction can  be  derived  arises  from  the 
peculiar  experiences  of  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  Isle  of  Thanet  (Colonel  King-Har- 
man),  who,  we  may  suppose,  did  derive  a 
certain  amount  of  instruction  and  benefit 
from  one  of  these  institutions.   The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  tells  us  that  the 
Bill  for  transferring  some  of  the  London 
Parks  to  the    Metropolitan   Board   of 
Works  is  blocked.     Well,  Sir,  I  do  not 
know  anything  about  that  Bill,  but  I 
suppose  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  some 
London  Members  desire    to   save    the 
pockets  of  the  London  ratepayers.     1 
trust,  at  any  rate,  that  no  one  sitting  on 
this  side  of  the  House  will  oppose  a  Bill 
which  would  propose  to  hand  over  all 
the  Parks,  under  proper  regulations,  to 
the  proper  Local  Authorities.    I  cannot 
admit  that  there  is  the  slightest  validity 
in  the  plea  put  forward  by  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  opposite,  that 
there  would  be  difficulty  in  getting  the 
Bill  through  the  House.    He  seems  to 
forget  that  he  is  a  Member  of  a  Govern- 
ment who  do  not  find  it  difficult  to  keep 
20U  or  250  of  their  followers  on    the 
premises,   to    draw  them    out    of    the 
Smoking  Eoom  and  the  Heading  Xtooms 
from  time  to    time,    and    keep     them, 
gallopiog  through  the  Lobbies  in  order 
to   pass  a  Bill   without  discussion.     I 
think  it  is  the  duty  of  everyone  in  this 
Committee  to  insist    that    a    Division 
shall  be  taken,  and  to  insist  that  this 
question  shall  be  fully  debated,   unlesa 
we    have    an    undertaking    that     this 
system     under    which    London      goes 
sponging  upon  the  whole  country  to  do 
that  which  it  ought  to  do  itself  is  to  be 
put  a  stop  to  at  once  for  all. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — A.ye8  63  ; 
Noes  113:  Majority  50.— (Div.  I^ist, 
No.  142.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 
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Mr.  MONTAGU    (Tower  Hamlets, 
Whitechapel) :  Mr.  Coortnej,  I  wish  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  Government 
to  some  of  the  regulations  with  regard 
to  ooioage.    Last    month,    when    the 
Badget  was  introduced,  I  discussed  at 
some  length  the  urgent  necessity  of  re- 
Btoriog  our  currency  to  a  proper  oon- 
ditioD.    I  think  I  made  out  a  good  case 
ix  the  reform  of  the  Mint  regulations, 
especially  with  regard  to  the  manufao- 
toie  and  composition  of  our  gold  coin- 
age.   I  think  I  showed  that  in  these 
respects  we  are  far  behind  Germany  and 
other  Powers.     On  that  occasion  the 
Boble  Lord  the  Member  for  South  Pad- 
dington  (Lord  Bandolph  Churchill),  who 
fdlowed  me  in  the  debate,  made  a  most 
gUriUBg  proposition.  He  suggested  that 
▼e  thould  abolish  the  halfsoyereigDS, 
ind  replace  them  by  silver,  and  utilize 
the  profit  from  the  silver  for  the  restora- 
tion of  the  gold  coinage.    If  that  pro- 
position had  been  made  by  an  ordinary 
private  Member,  it  would  have  sufficed 
to  say  that  the  public  would  never  con- 
sent to  part  with  so  useful  a  coin  as  the 
half-sovereign,  but  a  proposal  emanating 
from  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
qaer  must  be  more  seriously  considered. 
I  Aould  like  to  know  if  the  noble  Lord 
is  aware  that,  at  least,  £20,000,000  ster- 
ling of  half-sovereigns  circulate  in  equal 
legal  tender  with  sovereigns ;  and  I  would 
aSo  point  oat  to  him  that  all  gold -using 
countries  use  gold  coins  of  the  value  of 
10<^  and  even  less.    The  TlDited  States 
of  America  nse  a  two  and  a-  half  and  a 
one  dollar  gold  piece,  although  they  have 
one  and  two  dollar  notes.  Germany  coins 
the  tea  mark  and  five  mark  pieces  in  gold, 
although  they  have  there  notes  of  as 
low  a  value  as  five  marks.  The  countries 
which  are  comprised  in  the  Latin  Union 
have  the  ten  franc  and  five  franc  pieces 
in  gold,  worth  respectively  less  than  Ss. 
aad  4t.  I  think  that  if  we  had  to  choose 
between  the  retention  of  sovereigns  and 
half-sovereigns,  as  a  matter  of  conve- 
Bience  we  should  retain  half-sovereigns, 
because  we  might  possibly  replace  the 
■overogns  in  part  by  £1  notes,  and  we 
might  pass  two  half-sovereigns  instead 
of  one  sovereign.     We  never  can  aban- 
don the  half-sovereign.    I  do  not  think 
tny  hon.  Gentleman,  if  he  had  6d.  to 
p^,  and  tendered  a  sovereign  in  pay- 
Bsot,  would  care  to  receive  in  change  so 
mnch  silver  as  19<.  6d.    In  this  country 
we  used  to  have   smaller   gold  coins 


than  the  half-sovereign ;  we  had  a  third 
of  a  guinea,  worth  7«.,  and  a  quarter 
of  a  guinea,  worth  5«.  3d.     I  do  not 
recommend  that   we  should  have  gold 
coins  smaller  than  half-sovereigns,  on 
account  of  the  cost  of  their  wear  and 
tear.    When  the  noble  Lord  suggests 
that  we  should  replace  the  £20,000,000 
sterling    worth  of    half-sovereigns    by 
silver,    does    he    recollect    that    half- 
sovereigns    have  a  full  legal    tender, 
whereas  the  silver  tokens  would  only  be 
a  legal  tender  to  the  amount  of  40«.  ? 
The  noble  Lord  suggested  we  might 
make  a  large  profit.  Certainly  we  might 
make  a  profit  of  £5,000,000  sterling, 
but  it  would  not  be  honestly  made.  The 
worst  possible  mode  of  raising  money 
would  be  the  depreciation  of  the  coin- 
age circulating  in  the   country.     The 
original  intention  was  that  we  should 
circulate  silver  at  the  moderate  premium 
of  10  per  cent,  not  to  make  money  by  it, 
but  in  order  to  retain  it  in  the  country. 
If  the  noble  Lord's  suggestion   were 
adopted,  our  Government  would  appear 
as    the    purchaser    of   something  like 
£14,000,000  or  £15,000,000   worth  of 
silver.    That  would  be  very  welcome  in 
the  silver  market ;  but  there  would  be 
a  competition  between  Germany,   the 
United  States,  and  France  as  to  which 
of  them  should  supply  us  with  the  silver 
and  take  away  our  gold  in  exchange. 
Each  of  these  countries  have  more  silver 
to  spare  than  this;  and  such  a  transaction 
as  that,  without  an  International  Con  ven« 
tioo,  would  certainly  be  more  dangerous 
to  this  country  than  any  introduction 
of  International  bi-metaUism,  because, 
when  the   exchange  had  been  made, 
there  would  be  no  greater  stability  for 
silver.    We  should  be  encumbered  with 
a  large  amount  of  token  money,  which 
would  embarrass  and  inconvenience  our 
public  ;   we  should  certainly  have  in 
that  case  much  more  silver  in  currency 
than  if  we  had  International  bi-metallism. 
I  will,  however,  pass  from  that  subject, 
and  suggest  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Mr.  Goschen)  that  we  might  permit  the 
Mint  to  coin  a  British  trade  dollar  ; 
that  the  Mint  should  be  allowed  to  coin 
this  dollar  at  the  expense  of  those  who 
sent  in  the  silver.    This  British  trade 
dollar  should  be  a  legal  tender,  concur- 
rently with  the  Mexican  dollar  in  the 
Straits  Settlement  and  Hong  Kong.     It 
should  have  impressed  upon  it  some 
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pormanent  emblem,  such  as  St.  Qeorge 
and  tbo  Dragon  or  Britannia,  so  that 
there  should  be  no  necessity  to  change 
the  die.  The  advantage  is  self-evident. 
We  should  no  longer  be  dependent 
upon  foreign  Mints  for  the  currency  in 
our  own  Colonies.  The  French  have 
coined  a  large  quantity  of  French  trade 
dollars,  and  the  Germans  are  likely  to 
follow  suit.  We  should  then  be  at  a 
great  disadvantage.  We  know  that 
trade  generally  follows  the  flag,  and  we 
also  know  that  the  preBtige  and  power 
of  a  country  are  typi6ed  in  the  eyes  of 
Natives  of  the  East  by  the  coins  of  that 
Power  which  circulate.  Therefore,  I  trust 
that  this  small  facility,  which  will  cer- 
tainly help  the  trade  of  the  East,  may 
be  permitted,  especially  as  it  will  be  no 
expense  to  the  Exchequer.  I  would  like 
to  refer  very  briefly  to  another  very  im- 
portant subject,  and  that  is,  whether  the 
time  has  not  yet  arrived  when  we  should 
introduce  into  this  country  a  decimal 
coinage?  Hon.  Members  may  be  sur- 
prisea  to  learn  that  every  foreign  country 
in  the  world  possesses  a  decimal  currency, 
and  that  it  has  been  a  benefit  to  the 
people,  while  we,  with  our  insular  preju- 
dices, are  left  high  and  dry,  and  a  good 
many  of  our  Colonies  with  us.  It  can 
hardly  be  possible,  in  a  matter  of  con- 
venience in  the  coinage  circulation,  that 
all  the  world  should  be  wrong,  and  that 
we  alone  should  be  right.  This  is  not 
a  new  question.  It  was  agitated  some- 
thing like  SO  years  ago.  I  took  part  in 
that  agitation;    and,  therefore,  I  may, 

ferhaps,  be  justified  in  speakingof  it  now. 
believe  a  Eesolution  in  favour  of  the 
introduction  of  a  decimal  system  was 
passed  in  this  House,  and  that  there  was 
a  Beport  in  its  favour  from  a  Committee. 
The  question,  however,  was,  as  usual, 
shelved  by  a  Eoyal  Commission.  It 
may  be  asked,  whether  there  are  any 
better  prospects  now  than  there  were 
formerly  for  the  adoption  of  a  decimal 
coinage  ?  I  think  there  are  much  better 
prospects,  because,  not  so  long  ago  as 
30  years,  nor  as  20  years,  many  of  the 
Great  Powers  had  not  adopted  a 
decimal  coinage.  Some  of  our  Colonies, 
even,possess  a  decimal  coinage — Canada, 
Ceylon,  and  the  Mauritius.  It  must  be  re- 
membered that  of  all  the  foreign  countries 
and  our  Colonies  which  have  adopted  the 
decimal  coinage  not  one  has  endeavoured 
to  retrace  the  step.  Another  argument  in 
favour  of  the  proposal  is  that  since  1870 
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the  education  of  the  working  classes  has 
been  very   much  improved,  and  they 
could  now  much  more  readily  understand 
the  slight  change  which  would  have  to 
be    made    than    they    could  formerly. 
Moreover,  it  is  a  grave  question  for  the 
Government  whether  they  should  compel 
the  children  in  board  schools  to  learn  so 
useless  a  study  as  compound  arithmetic. 
If  we  adopted  a  decimal  currency  I  am  in- 
formed that  a  saving  of  six  months  would 
be  effected  in  the  education  of  every  child 
in  this  country.    What  I  propose  ie  that 
we  retain  almost  every  one  of  our  exist- 
ing coins.    That  we  should  retain  the 
sovereign,  divided  into  1,000  milles;  the 
half-sovereign,  divided  into  500  milles ; 
the  crown,  divided  into  250  milles ;  the 
half-crown,  divided  into  125  milles;  the 
florin,    divided    into    100  milles;    the 
shilling,  divided  into  50  milles ;  the  six- 
pence, divided  into  25  milles ;  then  we 
should  have  a   dime,  representing   10 
milles;     a    half-dime,    representing    5 
milles;    and  a  new  farthing  or  mille. 
You  see  only  three  new  coins  are  needed 
to  complete  our  decimal  system.     We 
could  retain  all  our  present  coins  in  cir- 
culation,  and  that  would  do  away  with, 
the  objection  with  regard  to  the  purchase 
of  stamps,  newspapers,  &c.,  with  pence 
and    half-pence.       In    order,    if    you 
wish,  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  intro- 
duction   eventually  of   the  four  mille 
and    two    mille    copper    pieces,     you 
might  permit  the  French  two  sou  and 
the   sou  to  pass    as    four  milles  and 
two    milles    respectively.      You    have 
already  stopped  the  importation  of  the 
French  coins  which  were  passed  here 
with    5  per  cent    profit;    out    if   you 
adopt  my  suggestion,  and  allow  French, 
copper  pieces    to  pass  as  four  milles 
and    two    milles,    there   would  be  no 
possibility  of  French  coins  being  im- 
ported unduly,  and  you  might  produce 

a  kind  of  Anglo  -  French  currency 

an    International    arrangement    whiclx 
later  on  might  lead    to   much  better 
things.     I  brought  this  decimal  coinag^e 
question  before  the  London  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  who   passed  my  resolution 
with  but  one  dissentient.    Since  then  at 
least  14  Provincial  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce have  sent  in  their  approval    of 
decimalizing  the  pound  sterling,  and    X 
feel  quite  sure  that  the  movement  will 
spread.     I  trust  the  Government  w^ll 
adopt  my  suggestions   which  I    havo 
80  briefly  made.    They  are  the  outooxxx^ 
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of  40  yean'  experience  in  all  kinds  of 
cnrrencies.    I  do  not  think  the  Qovern- 
ment  need  force  a  decimal  currency  upon 
the  public,  but  permit  it  to  be  adopted 
hj  oompleting    our    decimal    question 
by  issoingthe  three  coins  I  haye  men- 
tioned.    The   merchants   and  bankers 
and  all  those  members  of  the  different 
Chambers  of  Oommerce  would  take  up 
the  moyement;  thej  would   show  the 
Go? omment  and  the  public  how  welcome 
would  be  the  change — a  change  which, 
I  think,  would  certainly  facilitate  our 
commerce  in  every  shape  and  way.    If 
the  Goremment  were  to  refer  the  matter 
to  a  Select  Committee,  I  feel  sure  my 
proposal  would  meet  with  approval  at 
the  hands  of  such  a  Committee,  because 
its  adoption  would  not  only  facilitate 
eommerce,  but  also  facilitate  the  edu- 
cation of  our  young  people,  and  also 
prepare  the  way,  later  on,  for  a  much 
larger  and  a  very  necessary  reform — 
that  is,  a  reform  in   our  weights  and 
measures. 

Thb  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
ODER  (Mr.  Goschen)  (St.    George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  This  is  an  extremely 
complicated  question  to  deal  with  upon 
the  charge  for  the  Mint.   My  hon .  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  White^hapel  Divi- 
sion of  the  Tower  Haiplets  (Mr.  Mon- 
tagu) very  justly  claims  to  have  very 
great  experience  on  this  matter  ;  but  I 
confess  I  consider  it  open  to  question 
whether  tha  present  is  a  proper  time  to 
discuss  matters  of  currency  ranging  from 
£l  notes  and  half-sovereigns  to  the  new 
o(Hns  which  he  has  described.   The  hon. 
Member  wishes  to  open  up  the  subject 
of  a  decimal  coinage,  and  he  has  spoken 
of  the  decision  which  has  been  arrived 
at  by  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce 
opon  this  matter.      I  shall  have  the 
honour  of  receiving  a  deputation  from 
the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  with 
regard  to  a  decimal  coinage  in  the  course 
of  a  few  weeks,  and  I  should  prefer  to 
reserve  any  remarks  that  I  may  have  to 
make  upon   the   subject  until  I  have 
heard  it  discussed  by  the  members  of 
the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  representatives  of  other  Chambers. 
Am  at  present  advised,  I  must  admit  that 
it  would  be  with  very  great  hesitation 
that  I  should  approach  any  question  of 
dumging  the  coinage  of  this  country. 
If  there  is  one  thing  upon  which  the 
general  public  is  extremely  sensitive  it 
is  upon  queotions  of  alterations  of  the 


rates  of  coinage  and  weights  and  mea- 
sures, and  the  general  arrangements  of 
commerce  to  which  they  have  been 
accustomed.  I  can  fancy  that  excellent 
scientific  arguments  could  be  urged  on 
behalf  of  the  views  of  my  hon.  Friend ; 
but  when  you  come  to  practical  dealing 
with  this  matter,  I  cannot  conceive  any- 
thing which  would  more  disturb  the  gene- 
ral feelings  of  the  public  with  regard  to 
the  currency  than  the  introduction  of 
a  number  of  new  coins,  whether  they 
are  four  milles,  or  two  milles,  or  eight 
milles.  or  whatever  name  may  be  given 
to  them.  This  is  essentially  one  of  those 
questions  upon  which  it  appears  to  me 
diat  theory  and  practice  are  at  variance. 
According  to  theory,  decimal  coinage  is 
excellent,  and  mathematicians — ^in  and 
out  of  this  House — are  naturally  en- 
thusiastic on  behalf  of  such  a  simple 
measure ;  but  I  believe  that  the  great 
bulk  of  the  traders  of  this  country,  and 
especially  of  small  traders,  and  the  bulk 
of  the  purchasing  and  selling  public, 
would  be  adverse  to  any  changes  which 
would  disturb  the  general  measure  of 
value  to  which  they  are  accustomed. 
And  I  doubt  whether  the  convenience 
of  the  great  merchants  and  bankers, 
and  the  international  traders  generally, 
which  would  be  furthered  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  views  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  be  sufficient  compensation  for  the 
great  disturbance  which  would  be  intro- 
duced into  the  general  trade.  I  am 
aware  of  the  great  progress  which  has 
been  made  in  decimal  and  fractional 
calculations  by  the  action  of  the  schools ; 
but,  nevertheless,  I  think  that  to  introduce 
a  new  system  of  calculation  would  be  a 
most  hazardous  measure.  Itis  only  the 
respect  which  is  due  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  has  introduced  this  subject  to 
the  Committee  this  evening  which  has 
induced  me  to  anticipate  what  I  would 
rather  have  reserved  until  I  had  heard 
the  views  of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce 
on  the  question  of  the  currency.  I  think 
I  have  intimated  to  my  hon.  Friend 
that  the  large  question  of  £l  notes 
and  the  general  revision  of  the  coinage 
from  the  point  of  view  of  light  gold  and 
defaced  silver,  and  from  the  point  of 
view  of  various  reforms  which  may 
have  to  be  introduced,  are  occupying 
the  attention  of  the  Government  in  a 
very  serious  manner.  I  am  grateful  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  valuable  con- 
tributions he   makes  on  this  subject, 
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both  publicly  and  privately.  I  shall  be 
always  happy  to  receive  any  suggestion 
he  may  make ;  but  I  trust  ho  will  excuse 
me  from  giving  any  premature  declara- 
tion upon  any  of  these  extremely  im- 
portant questions  affecting  the  coinage 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  Mr.  Court- 
ney,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  upon 
Vote  '2,  Class  2 — House  of  Commons 
Offices.  I  desire  to  bring  under  the 
notice  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works  (Mr. 
Plunket)  a  matter  which  was  raised 
some  years  ago,  and  that  is  the  ex- 
tremely defective  library  accommodation 
in  this  House.  As  I  understand,  the 
arrangements  of  the  Library  of  this 
House  are  under  an  old  understanding 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  Speaker ;  but 
what  I  and  others  desire  is,  that  they 
should  be  entrusted  to  a  Committee,  as 
the  Kitchen  arrangements  are  left  to  a 
Kitchen  Committee.  The  space  in  the 
Library  is  entirely  insufficient,  more 
especially  since  the  numbers  in  constant 
attendance  on  the  House  have  largely 
increased.  Again,  complaint  is  very 
properly  made  of  the  insufficient  supply 
of  books. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  question  of  the  physical  accommo- 
dation in  the  Library  and  of  tho  Library 
management  comes  under  Vote  4, 
Class  1.  Though  the  words,  ''House 
of  Commons  Offices  "  are  used  here,  the 
item  refers  to  the  personnel  of  the 
House — to  the  pay  of  the  officers. 

Mb.  DILLON :  I  will  not  refer  any 
further  to  the  physical  accommodation 
of  the  Library.  On  examining  the  Civil 
Service  Estimates,  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  best  Vote,  or  the  only 
Vote,  upon  which  I  could  raise  the  ques- 
tion of  the  purchase  of  books  and  the 
arrangements  of  the  rooms  in  the  Library 
was  the  Vote  for  the  Speaker's  Depart- 
ment. I  find  that  the  Vote  for  that  De- 
partment includes  allowances  for  the 
librarian,  assistant  librarian,  and  all  the 
assistants  in  the  Library,  and  I  made  in- 
quiry the  other  day,  and  the  librarian 
informed  me  that  the  purchase  of  books, 
and,  in  fact,  all  the  arrangements  of  the 
Library  were  directly  under  the  control 
of  the  Speaker,  and  belonged  to  the 
Speaker's  Department.  I  may  have  been 
misinformed.  I  am  anxious  to  get  opi- 
nion from  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works, 

Mr,  Ooschen 


The  chairman  :  There  is  no  doubt 
the  question  of  the  management  of  the 
Library  and  the  purchase  of  books  might 
be  discussed  on  the  Vote  including  the 
salary  for  the  librarian. 

Mr.  DILLON :  The  chief  point  I  wish 
to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  that,  in  my  opinion, 
the  management  of  the  Library  ought 
to  be  entrusted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
House,  just  as  the  Kitchen  arrangements 
are,  so  that  any  suggestions  as  to  altera- 
tions as  to  the  Library  accommodation, 
or  the  purchase  or  supply  of  books,  could 
be  directly  made  to  a  Committee  which 
would  represent  all  the  sections  of  the 
House.  I  do  not  intend  to  press  this 
matter  at  any  length  to-night ;  but  I 
thought  I  would  give  notice  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Commissioner 
of  Works  that  I  will  raise  the  question 
at  a  later  stage. 

The   first    COMMISSIONER  op 
WORKS  (Mr.  Pltjnket)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  should  like  to  explain  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon) 
that  I  cannot  answer  with  authority  on 
this  question,  because  it  does  not  come 
within  my  Department  at  all.    So  far  as 
my  knowledge  goes,   this  is  the  first 
time   the  suggestion  has  been   made. 
No  doubt  the  authorities  who  are  re- 
sponsible for  the  matter  will  consider 
what  he  has  proposed,    whether  they 
agree  with  it  ultimately  or  not.     I  wish 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  however,  to  under- 
stand that  I  have  no  authority  whatever 
in  the  matter. 

Mr.  W.   H.   JAMES    (Gateshead): 
Mr.  Courtney,  this  is  a  Vote  which  makes 
provision  for  the  salaries  of  officials  of 
the  Colonial  Offi.ce,  and,  therefore,  I  am 
anxious  to  address  a  few  observations  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the   Colonies  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  with  reference  to  some  matters 
in  a  distant  part  of  the  world  in  regard 
to  which  I  have  put  a  few  Questions  to 
him  at  various  intervals  since  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  Session.    I  assure  tlie 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  I  do  not  make 
these  observations  with  any  desire  to  be 
hostile  to  him  or  the  Government.     My 
observations  will  relate  to  the  religious 
persecutions  in  the   Island  of  Tong^a, 
which  have  attracted  very  considerable 
attention  in  religious  Bodies,  and  in  cer- 
tain sections  of  the  Press.     Now,  tbe 
right  hon.  Gentleman  stated  to  me  tbe 
other  night  that  he  had  received  a  tele* 
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f^pbio  sammarj  of  the  Beport:  which 
Sir  Charles  Mitchell  has  forwarded  to 
the  GoTernment.     I  do  not  wish  for  a 
moment  that  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
should  prejudge  the  question,  or  come 
to  anj  hasty  decision  upon   the  very 
brief  summary  which  Sir  Charles  Mit- 
chell has  telegraphed  home.     But  this 
matter  is  not  a  new  one  to  the  Colonial 
Office.    I  think,  so  far  back  as  the  year 
1883.  Sir  George  W.  Des  Voeux,  who 
was  at  that  time  Governor  at  Fiji,  and 
I  think,  anterior  to  that  date,  Sir  Arthur 
Gordon  had  called  attention  to  the  reli- 
f^ioas  persecutions  which  existed  in  the 
Island  of  Tonga.     Tonga  is  under  the 
control  nominally  of  King  George,  who 
is  upwards  of  80  years  of  age;  but  I 
think  it  will  be  admitted  from  the  Be- 
ports  in   the  hands  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    from    those    who    are    ac- 
quainted with  the  affairs  of  the  Island, 
that  this  man  is  perfectly  incompetent 
to  form  any  opinion  on  any  question 
whatever.      The  de  facto  Governor  of 
Tonga  is  an  ex-Wesleyan  minister,  a 
certain  Mr.  Shirley  Baker,  and  he  has 
been  of  late  years  complete  and  absolute 
Soyereign   of  the  Island.     Mr.  Baker 
some  years  ago  had  a  dispute  with  the 
Wesley  an  Church,  and  he  seems  to  have 
betaken  himself  to  Tonga,  and  there  to 
hare  set  up  a  rival  church.    Mr.  Baker 
is  a  man  of  very  considerable  wealth, 
and  very  great  ability,  and  of  absolutely 
no  scruples  ;  and  I  confess  that  the  sort 
of  proceedings  which  have  disgraced, 
and  do    still  disgrace,   affairs  in  that 
Island,  appear  to  me,  so  long  as  they 
are  allowed  to  remain  in  their  present 
form,   a  disgrace   and   blot    upon  the 
British  name.       Sir    Charles   Mitchell 
telegraphs  that    the  statements  as  to 
these  persecutions  are  to  a  very   con- 
siderable  extent    true.       So  far    from 
thinking  that  they  have  been  exagge- 
rated I  believe  they  have  been  under- 
stated,  and  that  when  the  whole  facts 
of  these    deplorable   outrages  —  these 
disgraceful  and  horrible  outrages— are 
known,  it  will  be  found  that  the  annals 
of  religious  persecutions  for  several  cen- 
tories  past  will  scarcely  afford  a  parallel 
for  anything  that  has  occurred  in  Tonga. 
I  am  anxious  to  address  the  right  hon 
Gentleman,  however,  as  to  one  particu- 
lar point.      Mr.  Shirley  Baker,  who  is 
ta  extremely  subtle  and  able  person, 
has  succeeded  in  ingratiating  himself  by 
variooa  methods  with  foreign  interests. 


I  am  anxious  to  ask    my   right  hon. 
Friend  that  when  Sir  Charles  Mitchell's 
Keport  is  received  he  will  consider  it 
entirely  upon  its  own  merits  and  in  its 
own  interests.     It  appears  to  me  that  if 
we  are  a  great  country  we  should  not  in 
any  way  recognize  or  support  the  ter- 
rible state  of  things  which  has  gone  on 
in  Tonga  for  the  last  four  or  five  years. 
The  Pacific  Islanders  Protection  Act, 
which,  in  its  very  nature,  is  one  of  the 
most  drastic  Acts  which  has  ever  been 
passed  by  the  English  Legislature  gives 
very  considerable  powers  in  the  Western 
Pacific  to  Her  Majesty's  High  Commis- 
sioner.     I  believe  it  is  quite  within  the 
power  of  the  High  Commissioner  to  de- 
port this  de facto  Governor  to  some  other 
portion   of  Her  Majesty's  Dominions, 
and,  if  it  does  not  absolutely  give  the 
power  of  deporting  this  man,  so  serious 
have  been  the  outrages,  the  murders, 
the  floggiugs  and  cruelties    that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  would  be  perfectly 
justified,  in  my  opinion,  in  taking  this 
de  facto  Governor  to  some  portions  of  the 
Queen's  Dominions  where  he  might  be 
tried  and  made  amenable  for  these  ter- 
rible offences.    I  hope  I  may  have  some 
assurances  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  when  the  Keport  comes  to 
him  he  will  consider  it  strictly  upon  its 
own  merits,  and  that  he  will  not  be  in- 
volved in  other  entanglements.     I  can- 
not believe  that  any  foreign  Power  will 
be  anxious  in  any  way  to  identify  itself 
with  the  outrages  which  have  been  per- 
petrated, and  which  are  going  on  now ; 
and  I  believe  that  our  taking  the  lead 
in  such  a  course   and  line  as  I  have 
suggested,  so  far  from  being  disadvan- 
tageous   to    our    interests    with    other 
Powers,  would  be  distinctly  to  our  inte- 
rests. I  am  quite  willing  to  acknowledge 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  anxious 
to  do  what  is  proper  and  just,  and  I  only 
make  these  observations  in  the  hope 
that  I  may  be  able  to  strengthen  his 
hands  in  the  course  he  may  take.    I 
assure  him  very  considerable    interest 
will  be  taken  by  the  religious  bodies 
who  have  been  identified  with  missionary 
work  in  the  Western    Pacific  in    the 
course  he  takes. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  foii 
THE  COLONIES  (Sir  Henry  Holland) 
(Hampstead) :  I  am  not  at  all  disposed 
to  dispute  the  facts  stated  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Gateshead 
(Mr.   W.   H.    James).     I   have    only 
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to  say,  that  the  information  with  re- 

gard  to  the  alleged  outrages  that  we 
aye  is  the  same  of  which  the  hon. 
Member  himself  is  possessed;  but  I 
should  like  to  assure  the  Committee  that 
Her  Majesty's  Gbvemment  are  fully 
aliye,  and  have  been  fully  alive,  to  the 
importance  of  this  subject.  The  moment 
we  received  any  Beport  of  these  out- 
rages Sir  Charles  Mitchell  was  tele- 
graphed to  to  go  to  Tonga.  He  arrived 
there  on  the  27th  of  March,  and  re- 
ported that  the  King  afforded  him  every 
facility  to  make  inquiries,  and  all  was 
quiet.  The  proceedings  had  then  ceased, 
and  the  British  interests,  so  far  as  we 
learned,  were  not  affected  by  the  recent 
events.  I  may  add,  that  to  secure  a 
more  searching  inquiry,  and  that  all 
legal  questions  should  be  thoroughly 
discussed.  Sir  Charles  Mitchell  took  witn 
him  Mr.  Clark,  who  is  Chief  Judicial 
Commissioner  under  the  Pacific  Acts. 
Then  we  come  to  the  telegram  of  the 
dOth  April,  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
has  referred,  and  which,  I  admit,  is  to 
a  certain  extent  unsatisfactory.  Perhaps, 
for  the  information  of  hon.  Members 
who  did  not  hear  me  read  the  telegram 
the  other  day  I  had  better  read  it  again. 
Itis— 

'•April  30, — Returned  from  Tonga  to-day. 
Send  report  by  next  mail.  Full  inquiry  showed 
report  of  religious  persecution  true  to  a  con- 
siderable extent.  King  promises  make  chiefs 
observe  constitution  as  regards  religious  free- 
dom in  future  and  generally  protect  Wes- 
leyans.  All  quiet  now.  Europeans  in  no  case 
interfered  with." 

The  hon.  Member  has  referred  to  the 
Pacific  Islanders  Protection  Acts.  Now, 
the  power  under  which  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner acts,  and  especially  the  power 
to  which  he  referred,  the  power  of  de- 
portation, is  giyen  under  the  Western 
Pacific  Order  in  Council.  There  is  no 
doubt  under  that  Order  in  Council  the 
High  Commissioner  has  power  in  cer- 
tain cases,  and  one  of  those  cases  is,  if  a 
British  subject  is  likely  to  be  dangerous 
to  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the 
Island,  to  order  a  British  subject  to  re- 
move himself,  and  if  he  does  not  leave,  the 
High  Commissioner  has  power  to  deport 
him.  I  need  hardly  say  that  it  would 
not  have  been  right  for  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  when  instructing  Sir 
Charles  Mitchell  to  go  out  to  Tonga, 
without  a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts, 
to  order  him  to  remove  or  deport  Mr. 
Baker ;  and  I  may  also  say  there  is  not 

Sir  Henry  Holland 


much  encouragement  to  the  High  Com- 
missioner to  deport  a  man,  because 
during  Sir  Arthur  Gordon's  time  a  man 
named  Hunt  was  deported,  and  this 
man  afterwards  proceeded  against  the 
High  Commissioner,  and  succeeded  in 
his  action.  I  believe  he  succeeded  on  a 
technical  point,  but  still  what  occurred 
does  not  offer  much  encouragement  to  a 
High  Commissioner  to  put  into  use  the 
power  of  deportation.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman asked  me  a  specific  question,  to 
which  I  can  give  him  an  unhesitating 
answer.  He  asked  me  whether  the  Be- 
port of  Sir  Charles  Mitchell  would  be 
considered  on  its  own  merits.  I  can 
assure  him  without  hesitation  that  that 
will  be  the  case.  So  far  as  I  know,  it 
is  not  likely  that  any  foreign  Power 
will  interfere  with  our  discretion  in  the 
matter ;  but  I  can  assure  him  that  the 
Report  will  be  considered  most  care- 
fully. Her  Majesty's  Gt>vernment  are 
fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  the 
question,  and  will  take  such  steps  as 
they  may  be  advised  to  take  on  the  Ke« 
port.  Of  course,  the  hon.  Member  can- 
not expect  me  to  say  more  until  we  have 
received  from  Sir  Uharles  Mitchell  his 
Beport.  I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will 
regard  my  answer  as  satisfactory. 

Me.  p.  J.  POWEB  (Waterford,  E.) : 
I  should  like  to  revert  to  the  subject 
which  was  raised  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon).  It 
has  been  pointed  out  previously  that  the 
librarians  to  the  House  of  Lords  have 
residences  granted  them.    I  think  that 
if  hon.  Members  will  take  into  account 
the  duties  which  are  discharge  by  the 
librarians  of  the  two  Houses,  they  will 
acknowledge  that  there  is  no  comparison, 
between  their  respective  duties.     The 
librarians  of  the  House  of  Commons 
have  to  do  considerably  more  than  the 
librarians  of  the  House  of  Lords;  ^we 
sit  very  much  longer,  and  the  Memliers 
attending  this  House  are  more  numerous 
than  those  attending  the  House  of  Lords. 
I  think  it  will   be  generally  admitted 
that  our  librarians  give  satisfaction  to 
all  Members  of  the  House,  no  matter  to 
what  Party  they  belong ;  and  I  think 
they  ought  to  receive  as  much  considera* 
tion  as  the  librarians  of  the  other  House. 
While  I  am  upon  my  feet,  I  should  like 
to  refer  to  the  way  in  which  the  new^s 
room  is  managed.  I  think  that  the  Party 
to  which  I  belong  have  something  to 
complain  of  in  this  matter.    We  xnaiu* 
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ttia  that  e?ery  section  of  Members  in 
ihiB  HoDse  have    weekly  or  monthly 
periodicals  taken  for  their  special  read- 
ing, whereas  we  have  nothing:  whatever 
of  the  kind.    When  the  Irish  Nationalist 
Party  numbered    85  we  thou$(ht,  cer- 
tainly, it  was  time  some  action  should  be 
taken  in  this  matter,  and  I  wrote  to  the 
gantleman  in  charge  of  the  news  room 
directing  his  attention  to  the  matter.     I 
did  80  without  any  consultation  with  my 
Colleagues ;  but  I  thought  I  expressed 
my  views  on  the  subject.    I  certainly 
think  that  when  any  large  section  of 
Members  read   a   certain  organ,  that 
organ  should  be  taken  in  the  news  room. 
With  that  view,  and   when  the  Irish 
Parliamentary  Party  assumed  its  present 
proportions,  I  wrote  to  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arma  asking  him  to  take  in  the  news 
room  an  Irish  paper — United  Ireland  was 
the  paper  to  which  I  referred,  a  paper 
which,  though  it  may  not  be  approved 
byhon.  Members  opposite,  is  a  paper 
of  which  we   approve,  and  which  we 
hugely  read.    The  reply  I  received  was 
ts  follows : — 

"Sir,— I  have  given  your  suggestion  my  best 
eomideration,  but  I  regret  to  have  to  say  that 
1  btTe  BO  much  reason  to  believe  that  the  laying 
of  VniUd  Ireland  on  the  table  of  the  news  room 
voold  cause  such  dissatisfaction  among  the 
Members  that  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  ordering 
it— I  remain,  yours  &ithfuily,  H.  D.  Erskixb." 

To  that  letter  I  replied— 

^  1  r^ret  to  loam  that  the  suggestion  which 
I  made  m  regard  to  placing  United  Ireland  on 
the  table  of  the  news  room  does  not  meet  with 
jov  approvaL  I  thought  the  wishes  of  the 
96  Atembers  of  the  Iri^  Parliamentary  Party 
Bught  have  influenced  yon  in  arriving  at  a 
^i&rent  decision.  I  have  no  doubt  that  some 
koo.  Members  might  be  dissatisfied  at  seeing 
Vniitd  Ireland  in  the  reading-room,  but  I  may 
point  out  thai  at  present  illustrated  papers  and 
other  periodicals  are  taken  which  are  grossly 
offmiive  to  86  Members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
moni." 

Well,  Sir,  the  matter  has  remained  there 
nnce ;  bnt  I  think  it  is  a  proper  question 
to  ask  whether  the  Irish  Members  are 
ioppoted  to  stand  on  a  par  with  the  rest 
of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Oom- 
ZBons.  I  think  that  if  we  look  to  the 
•otion  of  this  House  we  are  not  con- 
■idered  to  stand  on  a  par  with  the  rest 
of  hon.  Members.  I  maintain  that  if  86 
Vembers  coming  from  any  part  of  the 
ttnitttry  read  a  certain  paper,  and  wish 
that  paper  to  be  taken  in  the  news  room 
tketr  wishes  should  be  acceded  to.    I 


am  perfectly  well  aware  that  in  giving 
the  answer  he  did  to  my  suggestion  the 
Serjeant-at-Arms  only  expressed  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  this  House ; 
but  I  do  not  think  anyone  will  contend 
that  the  majority  of  this  House  is 
actuated  by  any  fair  motives  towards 
Ireland  or  the  Irish  Eepresentatives. 
Their  conduct  in  the  last  few  days  shows 
that  in  any  matters  in  which  Irishmen 
are  concerned  they  take  little  or  no 
interest.  I  do  not  suppose  that  my 
raising  this  question  now  will  materially 
alter  the  case;  I  suspect  that  United 
Ireland  will  not  be  taken  in  the  news 
room ;  but  it  is  as  well  to  point  out  that 
day  by  day  and  week  by  week  we  have 
garbled  extracts  from  United  Ireland  in 
the  London  papers.  If  we  have  these 
garbled  extracts  put  before  us  it  is  only 
fair  that  the  whole  of  the  articles  should 
be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Members  in 
order  that  they  may  arrive  at  the  real 
efifect  of  them.  Let  me  say  that  before 
communicating  with  the  Serjeant-at- 
Arms  I  had  no  previous  communication 
with  Mr.  W.  O'Brien,  the  editor  of 
United  Ireland,  who,  the  Committee  will 
perhaps  be  glad  to  hear,  was  elected  to- 
day for  the  Eastern  Division  of  Cork 
without  any  opposition.  Well|  Mr. 
Courtney,  IPnited  Ireland  appears  to  be 
a  very  objectionable  organ  to  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite ;  but  we  have  other 
organs  in  Ireland,  The  Nation,  for 
instance,  and  we  certainly  submit  that 
some  such  paper  should  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  86  Irish  Members.  I 
am  not  certain  that  many  hon.  Members 
would  read  these  organs  as  well  as  our- 
selves, but  notwithstanding  that  I  main- 
tain that  it  is  only  right  that  some  such 
paper  should  be  taken  in  our  news  room. 
Are  we  or  are  we  not  to  be  placed  on  a 
par  with  the  other  Members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  ?  Is  it  because  we  cannot 
roll  up  to  the  House  in  our  carriages  that 
we  are  to  be  treated  in  a  different  mode  to 
other  Members  ? 

Mr.  FINCH-HATTON  (Lincolnshire, 
Spalding) :  Mr.  Courtney,  I  am  very  glad 
to  find  myself  for  once  in  agpreement  with 
hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway  op- 
posite, and  I  should  be  very  glad  indeed 
if  United  /r^/ani  were  taken  in  our  news 
room,  and  if  it  were  always  placed  side 
by  side  with  The  Tims.  I  think  it  would 
perhaps  be  as  well  if  the  back  numbers 
of  United  Ireland  were  also  taken  and 
placed  alongside  The  Timet. 
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De.  KENNi:  (Cork,  S.) :  No  doubt 
several  hon.  Members  opposite  would 
•have  their  patience  seyerely  tried  by  the 
presence  of  United  Ireland  in  the  Beading 
Room;  but  we  might  hope  that  the 
adoption  of  myhoo.  Friend's  suggestion 
would  have  the  effect  of  bringing  about 
their  conversion.  Hon.  Members  op- 
posite would  probably  take  example  by 
our  good  temper  under  provocation,  and 
seeing  that  we  are  able  philosophically 
to  bear  the  presence  of  The  TimeSf  and 
other  antagonistic  newspapers,  in  the 
Beading  Boom  they  would  be  able  to 
bear  with  the  presence  of  United  Ireland 
and  The  Nation,  I  think  the  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  is  an 
admirable  one.  Everyone  in  the  habit 
of  using  the  Library  must  at  times  have 
found  great  difficulty  in  getting  the 
books  they  require.  It  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Library  officials  to  do  more 
than  a  certain  amount  of  work,  the 
Department  being,  in  my  opinion,  greatly 
undermanned.  I  hope  the  Committee 
will  take  into  consideration  the  sugges- 
tions which  have  been  made,  particularly 
that  of  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Water- 
ford  (Mr.  P.  J.  Power),  and  that  in  the 
future  we  shall  not  have  reason  to  com- 
plain of  one-sided  arrangements  in  the 
Library. 

Me.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  should 
like  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  an  important  Vote  which  occurs 
somewhat  lower  down  in  the  Paper  for 
the  Office  of  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  for  Ireland.  It  is  a  matter 
that  I  deeply  complain  of,  that  in 
relation  to  the  discharge  of  that  ex- 
traordinary Office — linierruptum]'  Be- 
fore I  come  to  the  case  of  the  com- 
plaint which  we  the  Members  of  the 
Irish  Party  have  against  the  holder  of 
the  Office  of  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
the  most  responsible  of  sdl  the  Offices 
that  go  to  form  the  Gbvemment  of  this 
country,  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  a 
few  minor  details.  In  the  first  place,  it 
will  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  Com- 
mittee, that  when  the  late  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  Sir  Bobert  Hamilton, 
accepted  the  post  of  Under  Secretary  he 
stipulated— or,  on  account  of  his  dis- 
tinguished position  in  the  Civil  Service, 
it  was  agreed — that  the  salary  which 
had  from  time  immemorial  been  at- 
tached to  the  Under  Secretaryship 
should  be  raised  from  £2,000  to  £2,500 
per  annum,  but  it  was  stated  that  tius 


should  be  a   purely   personal  rise,  to 
continue  only  so  long  as  Sir  Bobert 
Hamilton  should  retain  the  post  and 
should  not  permanently  attach  to  the 
office,  and  in  the  Estimates  from  that 
day   to  this  there    is  always    a   note 
appended  to  the  charge  for  the  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  stating  that  the 
sum  is  a  personal  charge.     Well,  the 
charge  in   the  Estimates  for  1887-8 — 
and  I  will  ask  the  Committee  to  notice 
that  no  part  of  this  year  has  or  will  Sir 
Bobert  Hamilton  be  Under  Secretary 
for  Ireland — is  £2,500,  though  there  is 
the  usual  note  appended  stating  that 
this    salary    is  personal.    Personal  to 
whom  ?    It  was  personal  to  Sir  Bobert 
Hamilton ;  but  how  is  it  personal  to  the 
present  holder  of  the  Office  ?  It  is  a  thing 
very  often  noticed  that  it  is  very  much 
easier  to  raise  a  salary  than  to  reduce  it 
to  its  old  level,  and  though,  in  the  pre- 
sent instance,  the  man  on  whose  account 
the  salary  was  raised  has  now  g^ne 
away,  the  person  who  now  holds  the 
Office  seems  to  think  that  he  has  as  good 
a  right  to  this  **  personal "  salary  as  had 
his  Predecessor.    There  appears  to  be 
on  the  face  of  this  Estimate  an  attempt 
to  smuggle  in  a  permanent  increase  of 
£500  a-year  into  the  salary  of  the  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland.    It  seems  to  me 
that  the  figure  at  which  it  has  stood  for 
so  long — namely,  £2,000  a-year  is  ample. 
Then  there  is  another  minor  item  to 
which  I  would  direct  attention — namely, 
the  salary  of  £750  a-year,  together  with  an 
item  of  £800  a-year  for  journeys  be- 
tween Dublin  and  London  for  an  indivi- 
dual  connected  with  the  Irish  establish- 
ment, called  a  draftsman  to  the  Irish 
Qovernment.     I  want  to  know  who  that 
man  is,  and  what  he  does  f  If  the  work 
he  has  done  has  been  drafting  of  the 
Crimes  Bill  we  can  take  the  authority  of 
The  Times  newspaper  as  to  the  character 
of  the  work ;  but  my  impression  is  that 
the  drafting  of  that  and  other  Irish  Bills 
is  all  done  by  the  draftsman  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  London.    It  would  seem 
from  the   large    amount    charged    for 
travelling  expenses  between  Dublin  and 
London,  that  this  individual  lives  per- 
petually in  the  train,  and  is  constantly 
on  the  journey  either  from  Dublin  to 
London  or  from  London  to  Dublin.     Se 
spent  no  less  than  £800  on  railway  fares 
and  cabs.    Will  the  Government  give  us 
some  information  as  to  who  this  man  is, 
and  what  his  work  consists  of,  and  why 
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itis  necessary  for  him  to  spend  £800  in 
travelling  when  he  already  enjoys   a 
Milary  of  £750  ?    These,  Sir,  are  minor 
items,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  consider- 
aUe  amount  of  waste  upon  them.  There 
is  another  item  to  which  I  would  call 
attention,  and  which  appears  to  me  to 
be  remarkably  absurd.     We  know  that 
the  Ohief  Secretary  for  Ireland  enjoys  a 
Mlaiy  of  £4,000,  and  that  he  has  a  very 
handsome  residence  in  the  Phoenix  Park 
in  Dublin   with  a  handsome  demesne 
attached  for  his  enjoyment    Altogether 
I  think  that  he  is  very  handsomely  com- 
pensated for  his  services.    But  he  has 
DOW  added  to  all  this  £425  ayear  for 
ooal.  Surely,  Sir,  he  must  be  the  coldest 
man  alive  if  he  wants  to  bum  £425 
vorth  of  ooal  for  the  year  in  Ireland, 
Bma^  that  he  has  been  about  three  days 
ont  of  the  year  in  that  country.    I  will 
leave  it  to   the   imaginations  of  hon. 
Members  what  fires  he  must  keep  up 
daring  the  short  time  he  is  in  Ireland. 
Noir,  I  trust  we  shall  have  some  expla- 
nation of  these  items  of  expenditure  be- 
fore the  Committee  votes  the  money. 
Of  course  all  these  are  minor  matters, 
and  I  shall  now  go  to  the  question  which 
really  induced  me  to  rise  and  trespass  at 
some  length  on  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  that  is  a  question  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  has  discharged  the 
duties  for  which  he  draws  this  large 
salary  in  this  House.  Sir,,  we  know  per- 
fectly well  that  in  the  whole  experience 
of  the  Parliamentary  and  responsible 
Governments   of  the  world  there  does 
not  exist  an  officer  whose  responsibilities 
are  so  vast  and  so  varied  as  those  of  the 
Irish  Chief  Secretary.    I  do  not  think 
that  there  is  in  any  other  country,  Con- 
stitstionally  governed,  an  officer  who 
answers  for  every  single  Department  of 
tiie  Oovemment  and  of  the  administra- 
tion oi  the  country  as  the  Irish  Chief 
Secretary  does  to-day,  and  has  done  ever 
sinnethe  Act  of  Union  was  passed.  Any- 
one who  will  take  the  trouble  to  look 
back  to  Ibrmer  investigations  into  the 
government  of  Ireland,  and  will  notice 
the  evidence  g^ven.  by  such  men  as  Sir 
Thomas  Xhrammond  when  he  was  exa- 
nuaed  on  this  subject,  will  obtain  some 
interesting  information.    They  will  see 
thedutiea  that  men  like  Sir  Thomas  Drum- 
mond,  who  applied  themselves  to  perform 
those  duties  with  a  really  conscientious 
ipixity  had  to  pei^orm.  They  will  find  de- 
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tailed  in  his  evidence  the  duties  which  the 
Irish  Chief  Secretary  and  the  Irish  Under 
Secretary  had  and  have  to  do,  and  will 
admit  that  the  satisfactory  discharge  of 
those  duties  would  tax  the  energies 
and  abilities  of  the  greatest  statesmen 
who  have  ever  been  at  the  disposal 
of  any  Government.  But,  Sir,  even  the 
multiplicity  of  the  duties  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  is  supposed  to  perform  in  Ire- 
land are  certainly  not  in  excess,  in  point 
of  weight,  to  the  responsibilities  which 
he  bears  in  this  House.  In  this  House 
he  is  responsible  for  everything  that 
occurs  in  Ireland.  Whereas  in  this 
country  a  number  of  different  Ministers 
divide  the  various  Departments  of  the 
administration  amongst  them,  in  Ire- 
land the  Chief  Secretary  must  answer 
for  everything.  But  that  is  not  all,  be- 
cause in  this  country  a  great  deal  of  the 
government  is  carried  on,  I  might  say, 
spontaneously.  The  demands  on  the 
Executive,  as  we  know,  and  as  the 
country  is  beginning  to  know,  are  in- 
finitely simpler  and  more  easily  managed 
than  are  those  demands  with  regard  to 
Ireland,  where  you  have  a  centralized 
system  of  bureaucratic  administration 
trying  to  govern  a  people  who  are  out  of 
smypathy  with  their  governors.  The 
difficulties  of  government  are  increased 
in  a  case  of  the  kind  ten-fold  from  what 
they  are  in  a  country  like  this.  What 
has  been  the  course  that  has  been 
adopted  now  for  years  by  the  Ministers 
of  this  and  the  Government  of  this  coun- 
try in  dealing  with  this  problem  of  pro- 
viding a  man,  who,  by  his  knowledge 
and  acquaintance  with  the  circumstances 
of  Ireland,  as  well  as  by  his  ability,  is 
able  to  bear  this  load  of  responsibility  and 
discharge  all  these  multifarious  duties 
in  a  satisfactory  way  ?  We,  the  Irish 
Eepresentatives,  remember  the  expres- 
sion of  O'Connell,  when  he  was  describ- 
ing Irish  Secretaries.  We  remember 
O'Connell's  saying  that  he  could  in  no 
way  describe  them  so  well  as  by  com- 
paring them  to  **  shave  beggars."  We 
know  how  he  explained  that  phrase. 
The  men  who  carried  on  the  barber's 
trade,  whenever  a  man  came  along  who 
appeared  too  poor  to  pay,  set  aside  an 
apprentice  to  shave  him.  That  is  the 
way  in  which  the  Irish  have  been  go- 
verned. Men  have  been  set  apart  to 
try  their  'prentice  hands  in  the  art  of 
statesmanship  upon  that  which  is  really 
the  most  difficult  and  tangled  problem 
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at  the  difiposal  of  the  Govemment.  Our 
country  has  suffered  enormously  through 
the  effects  of  that  practice.  In  the  pre- 
sent instance — in  the  case  of  the  present 
Chief  Secretary — we  can  hardly  apply 
to  him  the  epithet  that  0*Connell  ap- 
plied to  the  men  of  his  day,  inasmuch  as 
he  was  apprenticed  to  certain  other 
offices  in  the  State  before  being  sent  to 
Ireland ;  but  the  practice  in  this  in- 
stance has  been  hardly  less  evil  than 
that  denounced  by  O'Oonnell,  for  the 
present  Irish  Secretary  was  sent  to  Ire- 
land for  no  other  reason,  that  we  can 
discover,  except  that  he  excelled  almost 
all  other  Members  of  this  House  in  his 
utter  ignorance  of  that  country.  And 
what  is  the  method  he  has  adopted  to 
attempt  to  extricate  himself  from  the 
difficulties  in  which  that  ignorance  ne- 
cessarily involves  him?  What  is  the 
method  he  has  adopted  in  order,  as  it 
were,  to  throw  some  cloak  of  decency 
around  a  state  of  things  which  might 
have  seemed  ludicrous  if  it  had  not 
been  tragical?  That  a  country  torn 
asunder  by  contending  factions,  and  in  a 
state  of  the  highest  fever  of  political 
excitement,  should  be  handed  over  to 
the  control  and  irresponsible  govern- 
ment of  a  man,  who,  whatever  he  may 
know  of  the  condition  of  Scotland,  where 
he  was  born,  I  suppose,  or,  at  least,  the 
country  where  he  owns  properly,  or 
whateyer  he  knows  of  the  condition  of 
this  country,  where  he  has  served  as  a 
statesman  for  some  years,  who  knows 
nothing  of  Ireland,  is  ludicrous.  Here 
you  have  the  govemment  of  Ireland 
handed  over  to  a  man  who  knows  abso- 
lutely nothing  about  that  country,  and 
whose  whole  experience  of  it  since  he 
undertook  to  govern  it  was  gained  by  a 
visit  of  three  days,  during  which  time, 
we  are  told,  he  dined  with  Lord  Ardi- 
laun,  and  interviewed  Sir  Arthur  Guin- 
ness. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balpouk)  (Man- 
chester, E^ :  That  is  not  the  fact. 

Mb.  DILLON :  I  am  glad  to  hear  it. 
All  I  can  is  that  it  was  stated  in  the 
newspapers.  I  haye  no  other  means  of 
knowing  the  motions  of  Irish  Chief  Secre- 
taries except  what  is  stated  in  the  news- 
papers. We,  in  Ireland,  do  not  go  near 
the  Castle — at  any  rate,  any  man  who 
yalues  his  good  name  does  not  go  near 
the  Castle — I  have  neyer  crossed  the 
threshold  of  that  buildings  nor  have  I 
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ever  gone  near  its  doors.  [^Laiiffhter.'] 
Hon.  Members  think  this  a  matter  for 
laughter ;  but  I  put  it  to  every  intelli- 
gent man  in  this  House,  is  that  a  con- 
dition of  things  under  which  you  ex- 
pect a  country  to  be  governed  decently 
— I  put  it  to  every  reasoning  man, 
is  it  a  satisfactory  condition  of  things, 
so  far  as  good  govemment  is  concerned, 
that  you  find  that  every  man  who  values 
the  goodwill  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
does  not  dare  to  set  his  foot  in  the 
establishment  where  the  Government  is 
carried  on  ?  I  say  that  that  is  a  state  of 
things  which  seems  to  bring  goyemment 
to  a  reductio  ad  absurdum.  It  is  no  won- 
der, therefore,  that  I  make  some  mistakes 
in  dealing  with  the  movements  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  in  Ireland.  At  any  rate, 
the  Chief  Secretary  does  not  deny  my 
statement  when  I  say  that  his  expe- 
rience of  the  country  he  is  engaged  in 
governing  has  been  limited  to  a  visit  of 
three  days.  I  suppose  he  felt  that  the 
situation  in  which  he  was  placed  was 
an  anomalous  one.  He  found  himself 
standing  up  at  that  Table  day  after  day 
to  answer  Questions  affecting  various 
departments  of  the  administration  of  the 
law  in  Ireland  and  to  answer  men  who 
knew  what  they  were  asking  about,  and 
men  who  were  instructed  by  their  con- 
stituents to  ask  the  Questions ;  he  read 
out  at  that  Table  written  answers  whioh 
were  put  into  his  hands  by  the  officials 
whose  conduct  and  administration  we 
were  impugning ;  and  when  we  asked 
him  any  Questions  as  to  the  correctness 
of  these  statements,  we  found  that  we 
might  as  well  have  questioned  him  on 
the  principles  of  the  Chinese  language 
and  the  philosophy  of  Confucius.  We 
found  that  he  had  no  knowledge  outaido 
the  written  documents  which  were  placed 
in  his  hands.  I  doubt  whether  ha 
knows  anything  about  the  geography  of 
the  country.  I  should  be  pleased  to 
form  one  of  a  Committee,  as  this  seems 
to  be  a  time  for  the  appointment  of  Com- 
mittees of  Inquiry,  in  order  to  cross- 
examine  the  Irish  Chief  Secretary  with 
regard  to  the  geography  of  Ireland.  1 
haye  not  the  slightest  doubt  but  I  should 
be  able  to  puzzle  him  in  the  course  of  a 
quarter  of  an  hour.  That  being  the  coq. 
dition  of  affairs,  the  right  hon.  QenUe- 
man  cast  his  eyes  around  for  some  Irish- 
man  whom  he  could  take  into  his  con- 
fidence. He  cast  about  for  some  Gentlo-> 
man  whose  knowled^  would  be  a  cloak 
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forbia  own  ignorance,  and  at  last  he 
met  with  the  Qentleman ;  and,  in  my 
opinion,  he  has  jumped  from  the  frying- 
pan  into  the  fire.     For,  bad  as  was  the 
knowledge  of  Irish  affairs  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  I  cannot  for  a  moment 
doubt  that  he  has  not  in  the  least  im- 
proved  his  position  by  adding  to  his 
ooonsels  and  sharing  his  responsibilities 
with  one  of  the  most    notorious    and 
admitted  champions  of  OraDgeism  and 
landlord  oppression  to  be  found  in  Ire- 
land.   The  time  has  oome  to  declare  on 
bebalf  of  the  people  whom  we  are  sent 
to  represent  that  a    more    scandalous 
mockery  of  Hepresentative  Government 
iiaa  never  been  enacted  in  this  House 
even  on  Irish  questions,  than  to  see  day 
after  day  at  that  Table  rise  and  answer 
oar  Questions — Questions  that  mostly 
bave  to  deal  with  the  condition  of  the 
farmers  in  Ireland,  and  the  whole  ad- 
ministration of  the  law  as  affecting  rent 
and  the  position  of  tenants — a  Gentle- 
man who  has  no  acknowledged  political 
position,  who  has  himself,  as  much  as 
any  man  in  Ireland,  brought  about  the 
condition  of  things  which  renders  this 
interrogation  necessary,  and  whoso  rela- 
tions with  his  tenants  will  not  bear  in- 
vestigation, as  the  result  of  the  inquiries 
of  the  Sub-Oommissioners  appointed  by 
the  Government  of  this  country  abund- 
antly testifies,  and  who,  if  there  was  any 
decency  left  in  the  Irish  Government, 
would  be  one  of  the  last  men  on  their 
side  whom  they  would  ask  to  stand  up 
there  and  answer  Questions  affecting 
rents  and  the  administration  of  the  law 
in  regard  to  Irish  tenants.      Now,    I 
think  we  are  entitled  to  demand  from  this 
House,  and  to  demand  of  the  Unionist 
Members  of  this  House,  whether,  in  their 
opinion,  we  are  being  fairly  treated  as 
Kepresentatives  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
--•considering    this    subject    from    the 
Unionist  point  of  view — when  we  are 
asked  to  take  our  answers  from  this 
Gentleman  ?  We  know  what  the  system 
has  become  ;  the  Irish  Secretary  never 
daigos  to  walk  into  the  House  until  the 
Questions    are  answered,  and  we  are 
aaked  to  accept,  as  bearing  upon  the 
whole   administration  of  Ireland,  the 
statements  of  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Isle  of 
Thaaet    (Colonel  King-Harman),   who 
fled  from  Ireland — I  am  now  speaking 
in  a  pditical  sense^^because  he  knew  he 
eoold  not  get  a  seat  south  of  the  Boyne, 


and,  indeed,  I  doubt  very  much  whether 
he  could  have  got  a  seat  north  of  the 
Boyne  either.     The  time,  I  think,  has 
oome  when  this  question  must  be  fully 
discussed,  and  I  shall  be  very  much  sur- 
prised and  disappointed  if  some  Unionist 
Member  does  not  get  up  in  this  House 
and  give  us  the  benefit  of  his  opinion  on 
this  question.  I  shall  be  very  much  sur- 
prised if  some  one  of  them  does  not  get 
up  and  tell  us  whether  it  is,  or  is  not, 
his  opinion  that  the  future  government 
of   Ireland  ought  to    be  managed  in 
this  manner.     If  they  are  brave  men, 
let  them  get  up  and  make  some  de- 
claration;  if  they  are  not  brave  men, 
let  them  remain  silent.    We,  in  Ireland, 
are  entitled  to  say,  and  we  shall  say — 
'^This  is  what  you  call  Unionism  and 
fair  play  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  when 
the    whole    administration    of   Ireland 
shall  be  explained  and  expounded  by  an 
Irish  rack-renting  landlord,  who  is  a 
staunch  friend  of  the  Orange  Society — 
by  a  man  whose  rents  have  been  shorn 
down  by  one  half  by  your  own  Commis- 
sioners, and  by  a  man  who  is  threatened 
from  day  to  day  by  a  strike  amongst  his 
own  tenantry ! "     We  do  not  know  at 
what  moment  the  man  standing  at  that 
Table  to  expound  the  principles  of  the 
Irish  Government,  and  who  is  respon- 
sible for  the  proceedings  of  the  Irish 
Government,  will  not  be  in  collision  with 
his  own  tenantry,  whom  the  record  of 
your  own  Commissioners  show  to  be 
virtually  in  the  right  whilst  he  is  alto- 
gether in  the  wrong.     We  are  accused 
of  personalities.  [**  Hear,  hear !  "]  Yes ; 
I  Hke  to  anticipate  that  argument.    But, 
I  would  ask,  how  can  we  ayoid  being 
personal?    I  would  ask,  why  did  you 
put  this  Gentleman  in  this  position  ?  Do 
you  mean  that  a  man  is  to  be  made  a 
Governor  in  a  country,  and  to  be  given 
a  potential  voice  in  the  management  of 
the  affairs  of  any  country  in  a  time  like 
this,  and  that  we  are  to  be  debarred 
from  criticizing  his  antecedents  and  cha- 
racter ?    1  do  not  wish  to  criticize  his 
private  character ;  but  his  dealings  with 
his  tenants,  now  that  he  is  a  Member  of 
the  Gt>vernment,  are  no  longer  entitled 
to    the  cloak  of  privacy  that  usually 
covers  a  man's  private  affairs.     When  a 
gentleman  takes  an  official  post  like  that 
of  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman, 
his  dealings  with  his  tenantry  become 
matter  of  public  interest.   When  a  ri^ht. 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  places  h5»- 

Q  2 


167 


Supply — 


{COMMONS} 


Civil  8ift%ees. 


16B 


self  in  this  poBition,  I  s&y  it  is  legitimate 
and  fair  argument  on  our  part  to  discuss 
his  dealings  with  his  tenantry  as  we  are 
discussing  them ;  and  I  contend  that  the 
records  of  the  late  Coknmission  show 
that  it  was  a  shameless  act  on  the  part 
of  the  Qt>Temment  to  place  this  Gentle- 
roan  in  a  responsible  position  in  con- 
nection with  the  Government  of  Ire- 
land. I  do  not  know  that  I  need 
speak  at  length  on  this  point.  I 
do  not  think  there  is  a  Member  of  this 
House  now  listening  to  me  who  does  not 
agree  with  me  in  his  heart.  I  do  not 
believe  that  there  is  a  Conservative  oppo- 
site me  who  does  not  believe  that  it  was 
a  deadly  mistake  for  the  Government  to 
put  by  the  side  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  in  the  management  of  Irish 
affairs  in  this  House  a  man  whose  deal- 
ings with  his  tenantry  your  own  Blue 
Book  shows  to  be  so  questionable. 
Why  did  not  the  Government  put 
down  a  Vote  for  this  Gentleman  in 
the  Estimates?  Why  did  they  not 
challenge  the  opinion  of  the  House  be- 
fore they  entered  upon  this  course  ?  So 
far  as  my  limited  knowledge  of  Parlia- 
mentary proceedings  goes,  the  course 
they  have  taken  in  regard  to  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman's  appoint- 
ment is  entirely  unprecedented — that  is 
to  say,  the  course  of  nominating  to  the 
most  responsible  position  in  the  Govern- 
ment— for  the  moment  I  know  of  no 
more  responsible  position  than  that 
which  has  to  do  with  the  government  of 
Ireland — a  Gentleman  who  has  no  salary, 
and  whose  nomination  is  thereby  with- 
drawn from  the  control  of  Parlia- 
ment and  from  criticism— or  almost 
withdrawn  from  Parliamentary  criti- 
cism— and  is  discussed,  I  may  almost 
say,  by  the  toleration  of  the  Cbair — I 
believe  it  to  be  almost  unprecedented 
that  they  should  create  this  Office,  and 
put  this  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man in  his  present  position,  without 
sending  him  oack  to  his  constituency, 
and  without  challenging  the  decision  of 
Parliament ;  and  I  believe  that  by  that 
action  th^  Government  have  plainly 
indicated  to  this  House  and  the  country 
that  they  were  ashamed  to  face  debate 
on  the  character  of  this  appointment.  I 
do  not  propose,  at  this  stage,  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  Committee  any  longer 
upon  this  matter ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  exaggerate  the 
diffloully  that  will  arise  if  the  Govern- 
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ment  persist  in  carrying  on  the  present 
system  of  replying  to  Irish  Questions 
through  the  mouth  of  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Isle  of  Thanet.  I  do  not  think  that  they 
could  adopt  a  method  of  striking  a 
heavier  blow  at  the  Union  between  the 
two  countries.  [^Lau^hUr.']  Hon.  Mem- 
bers are  perfectly  at  liberty  to  laugh, 
because  I  tell  them  honestly  that  I  was 
extremely  pleased  at  this  appointment. 
It  is  the  most  stupid  thing  that  an  English 
Government  ever  did — an  English  Go- 
vernment whose  desire  is  to  maintain  the 
Union  ;  and  I  warn  the  Government  that 
while  we  shall  continue,  on  every  occasion, 
to  protest  against  the  appointment,  I,  for 
my  own  part,  was  rejoiced  that  they 
made  the  appointment,  and  shall  not  be 
a  bit  sorry  if  they  stick  to  it. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  As  the  attack 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  just  made 
is  upon  the  Chief  Secretary  and  the 
Under  Secretary,  perhaps  my  hon. 
Friend  who  rose  from  the  Bench  behind 
me  will  allow  me  to  interpose  for  a  few 
minutes  between  him  and  the  Commit- 
tee. Before  I  go  to  the  main  body  of 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  opposite, 
perhaps  I  may  allude  to  the  subject 
which  he  began  with,  which  had  refer- 
ence, if  I  recollect  rightly,  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  salary  of  the  present  Pesma- 
nent  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  ?  He 
told  us  that  the  salary  of  the  late  Per- 
manent Under  Secretary  had  been  raised 
from  £2,000  to  £2,500  per  annum  on 
personal  grounds;  that  those  personal 
grounds  had  been  continued  to  the  pre- 
sent holder  of  the  Office,  and  he  asked 
for  an  explanation  of  the  fact.  Well,  I 
may  remind  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
the  present  holder  of  the  Office  (Sir 
Eedvers  Buller)  accepted  the  post  very 
reluctantly  on  grounds  of  public  duty, 
and  not  as  a  permanent  appointment 
which  he  was  going  to  hold  for  a  great 
length  of  time,  and  that  the  salary  is  as 
personal  to  him  as  it  was  to  his  prede- 
cessor, and  will  not  fail  to  be  revised 
when  the  time  comes  for  Sir  Eedvers 
Buller  to  retire.  Then  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man went  on  to  say  that  I  did  not  earn 
the  liberal  salary  which  he  seems  to 
think  I  receive.  I  cannot  help  thinking;' 
that,  through  the  whole  of  his  speech, 
the  hon.  Gentleman  seemed  very  hard  to 
please.  There  are  now  two  officials  in. 
this  House  responsible  for  the  conduct 
of  Irish  affairs.    There  is  the  right  hon« 
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and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
^helsIeofTlianet.  [**No,no!"]  They 
object  to  me  because  I  have  too  big  a 
salary,  and  they  object  to  my  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  because  he  has  no 
salary  at  all ;  they  object  to  me  because 
I  know  too  little  of  Ireland,  and  they 
object  to  my  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  because  he  knows  too  much  of 
Ireland.  I  do  not  know  how  we  can 
erer  succeed  in  striking  a  happy  mean 
tiiat  will  satisfy  the  fastidious  tastes  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  Then  the  hon. 
Gentleman  reproached  me  with  having 

been  only  four  days 

Mb.  DILLON :  No ;  three. 
Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  he 
was  wrong  in  his  three.  If  I  recollect 
rightly,  I  haye  been  about  a  week  there; 
but  I  will  not  quarrel  orer  hours  with 
him.  The  hon.  Gentleman  reproached 
me  with  having  been  only  a  few  days  in 
Ireland  since  I  was  appointed  to  my 
present  Office.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
xorgets  that  my  presence  has,  unfortu- 
nately, been  required  in  this  House 
almost  oontinuously  since  that  time.  He 
complained  bitterly  that  I  am  not  here 
every  day  to  answer  Questions ;  but  I 
want  to  know,  if  my  absence  for  that 
short  hour  in  the  evening  is  so  bitterly 
resented  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  how  it 
would  be  possible  for  me,  consistently 
wiUi  the  limitation  that  regulates  all 
one's  movements — namely,  of  being  able 
only  to  be  in  one  place  at  a  time— to  be 
in  Ireland  and  in  my  place  in  this  House 
to  carry  on  the  serious  duties  that  fall 
to  my  Office  at  the  same  time?  I  must 
say  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  a  little 
Hiffd  on  me  in  that  respect.  He  began 
by  criticizing  the  amount  of  the  salary 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  receives;  and 
having  begun  in  that  way  he  went  on 
to  say  that,  not  only  in  this  country,  but 
throughout  the  civilized  globe,  there 
was  not  a  single  official  who  had  placed 
on  his  shoulaers  duties  of  so  difficult, 
delicate,  and  responsible  a  character  as 
mine.  I  began  to  think,  when  I  heard 
the  hon.  Gentleman  make  these  re- 
marks, that  I  was  the  least  paid  official 
in  this  country,  and  I  fully  expected 
him  to  finish  his  speech  by  a  Motion  to 
the  effect  that  the  salary  should  at  least 
be  doubled.  Then  the  hon.  Gentleman 
went  on  to  attack  me  for  not  being  in 
my  place  to  answer  Questions.  [An 
hon.  Meicbeb  :  Goals !]  When  I  occupy 
my  present  post  through  the  winter,  as 


I  hope  to  do,  I  shall  be  able  to  give  the 
hon.  Gentleman  some  information  in 
regard  to  that  particular  item  of  my 
salary.  At  present  I  have  no  informa- 
tion as  to  the  amount  of  coal  which  is 
required  to  be  burned  in  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary's lodge.  He  complained  of  my 
not  being  in  my  place  to  answer  Ques- 
tions, and  he  said  that  it  was  perfectly 
necessary  that  I  should  be  in  my  place 
at  Question  time,  because  Questions  of 
great  imfiortanoe  were  asked,  chieBy 
with  regard  to  delicate  and  important 
controversies  between  landlords  and 
tenants.  Well,  Sir,  when  he  made  that 
remark  I  took  up  the  Order  Paper  for 
to-day,  which  I  had  not  seen  up  to  that 
moment,  and  glanced  at  the  Questions, 
which  I  had  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  looking  at.  [Ironical  cheer ^J]  Well, 
Questions  I  was  under  no  necessity  of 
looking  at,  because  the  duty  of  replying 
to  them  was  undertaken  by  my  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend.  I  have  looked 
through  them,  and  I  find  that  there 
were  altogether  13  Questions  asked 
of  the  Department  over  which  I  preside. 
I  see  that  the  first  Question  relates  to 
the  appointment  of  a  monitor  for  the 
Annadown  National  School,  County 
Down  ;  the  second  Question  refers  to  a 
new  Loan  Fund  recently  established  at 
Ederney,  County  Fermanagh,  on  the 
application  of  a  parish  priest,  and  as  to 
whether  there  is  a  Loan  Fund  at  Kesh, 
two  miles  and  ^yq  furlongs  from  Eder- 
ney, and  another  at  Lack,  three  miles 
and  four  furlongs  from  the  same  ;  and 
whether  these  Loan  Funds  do  or  do  not 
come  up  to  the  proper  regulations  ?  Ques- 
tion No.  3  relates  to  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  Board  of  National  Education 
made  an  order  in  February  altering  the 
status  of  the  workmistress  of  the 
Aughiogan  National  School,  County 
Tyrone;  No.  4  relates  to  the  further 
examination  of  a  certain  Miss  Daly,  of 
Milltown,  County  Tyrone,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  her  appointment  has  been  al- 
ready ratified  by  the  Education  Board ; 
Question  No.  5  relates  to  a  line  of  tram- 
way between  SchuU  and  Skibbereen; 
No.  6  refers  to  the  same  tramway  line ; 
No.  7  refers  to  the  sanitary  arrange- 
ments of  the  Monaghan  District  Lunatio 
Asylum — no  doubt,  a  very  proper  Ques- 
tion ;  No.  8  has  reference  to  the  exclu- 
sive right  of  the  ferryage  of  the  Derry 
Bridge  Commissioners  across  the  Iliver 
Foyle  at  Derry;   No.  9  relates  to  two 
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large  wings  of  the  workhouse  at 
Monaghan,  at  present  occupied  by  the 
Monaghan  Militia 

Mb.  change  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  Ques- 
tion  No.  11,  to  which  the  right  hon. 
G-entlem an  refers,  deals  with  the  eviction 
of  65  families  by  landlords  within  the 
Monaghan  Union. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUB  :  I  am  num- 
beriog  the  Questions  myself.  Question 
No.  10  deals  with  the  Return  showing 
the  working  of  the  Labourers'  Acts  (Ire- 
land) Order  for  April  5,  1887;  No.  11 
refers  to  a  Eesolution  of  the  Granard 
Guardians,  protesting  against  delay  in 
making  a  Provisional  Order  for  a  scheme 
of  labourers'  cottages;  No.  12  deals 
with  the  reported  drunkenness  and 
neglect  of  duty  of  one  Joseph  Watt ; 
and  the  13  th  and  last  Question  is  with 
regard  to  an  assault  committed  on  a 
warder  named  M*Connell,  in  Mountjoy 
Prison,  on  the  9  th  instant,  by  two  con- 
▼lets 

Mr.  CHANCE:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  give  attention  to  Question 
No.  1 1  on  the  Paper,  which  he  says  re- 
lates to  two  large  wings  of  the  Mona- 
ghan Workhouse,  but  which  really 
relates  to  certain  landlords  within  the 
Monaghan  Union  having  notified  the 
Guardians  of  their  intention  to  evict  65 
families.     [A  laugh.'] 

Mr.  EDWARD  HARRINGTON 
(Kerry,  W.) :  This  is  no  laughing 
matter. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  No  doubt  the 
Question  referred  indirectly  to  the 
eviction  of  65  families.  I  have  not  had 
time  to  look  at  it  very  carefully ;  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  what  ihQ  Question 
primarily  referred  to  was  the  accommo- 
dation in  two  wings  of  the  workhouse. 
The  hon.  Member  appears  to  think  that 
I  am  guilty  of  a  great  dereliction  of  the 
difficult  and  responsible  duties  which,  at 
the  beginning  of  his  speech,  he  so 
eloquently  described  to  us,  by  not  coming 
down  at  half-past  4  in  the  evening 
and  answering  these  Questions ;  but  I  do 
not  care  who  it  is  that  is  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  whether  it  is  a 
person  as  totally  ignorant  of  Irish  affairs 
as  the  hon.  Gentleman  says  I  am-^I  do 
not  know  why  he  said  that,  because, 
though  it  is  true  that  since  I  have  been 
appointed  Chief  Secretary  I  have  not 
spent  a  long  time  in  Ireland,  still  the 
hon.  Member  will  recollect  that  I  have 
been  now  some  15  years  in  Parliament, 

Mr.  A.  J,  Balfour 


and  during  that  time  I  have  had  the 
privilege  and  pleasure  of  listening  to 
Irishmen  for  about  four  hours  every 
night — either  I  must  be  very  stupid — 
[An hon.  Member:  So  you  are.] — either 
I  must  be  very  stupid,  or  hon.  Members 
from  Ireland  must  be  obscure,  if,  during 
these  15  years'  experience,  I  have  ob- 
tained no  knowledge  whatever  of  the 
country  which  they  so  ably  represent — I 
do  not  care  who  it  is  who  has  to  answer 
Questions  of  the  kind  I  have  described — 
I  do  not  care  who  the  Chief  Secretary  is, 
whether  he  is  as  ignorant  as  I  am  my- 
self, or  whether  he  has  had  as  intimate 
and  perfect  an  acquaintance  with  the 
affairs  of  Ireland  as  had  my  Predecessor 
in  Office  who  represents  the  Stirling 
Burghs  (Mr.  Campbell  -  Bannerman), 
who  is  so  indignant  with  me,  or  rather 
who  has  criticized,  so  far  as  criticism 
is  possible,  the  conduct  I  pursued  in 
transferring  part  of  my  duties  to  my 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Mem« 
ber  for  the  Isle  of  Thanet 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
(Stirling,  &c.)  :  I  did  not  express  indig- 
nation. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  WeU,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  criticized,  so 
far  as  criticism  is  possible ;  but  I  would 
submit  that  in  dealing  with  Questions 
such  as  the  reported  drunkenness  and 
neglect  of  duty  of  a  relieving  officer,  or 
an  assault  committed  on  a  warder  in  a 
prison,  or  the  examination  of  a  work- 
mistress  in  a  National  School,  whoever 
answers  the  Questions  can  only  supply 
information  derived  direct  from  the 
localities.  The  official  answering  is, 
and  must  be,  simply  a  means  of  trans- 
ferring to  Members  of  this  House  the 
information  he  has  derived  from  the 
localities ;  and  I  venture  to  think  that  in 
the  arrangement  of  Business  between 
my  right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  and 
myself,  the  public  suffers  no  loss  by 
my  transferring  to  him  the  duty  of 
replying  to  these  Questions.  Replying 
to  these  Questions  takes  up  about  an 
hour — from  about  half- past  4  to  about 
half-past  5  o'clock.  Suppose  20  Ques- 
tions are  asked  of  a  Chief  Secretary — 
and  I  think  that  was  about  the  num- 
ber the  last  time  I  attended  to  reply 
to  them— it  will  take,  perhaps,  three 
minutes  to  answer  each  Question,  an 
hour  in  all,  which  is  not  a  very  long* 
time.  There  will  be  probably  about 
20  other  Questions,  so  that  about  two 
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ionra  are  spent  every  day  in  replying 
to  these  queries,  which  have  not,  as 
a  rule,  any  bearing  upon  important  con- 
troversies between  landlord  and  tenant, 
but  which  relate  solely  to  small  local 
matters  such  as  I  bave  described.    No 
doabt,  they  are  very  proper  Questions  to 
be  put  to  the  Government ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  they  are  Questions  to  answer 
which  does  not  require  any  very  pro- 
found knowledge  of  the  country  to  which 
they  relate,  or  any  very  transcendant 
abilities  to    deal  with   them  properly. 
Then  the  hon.  Member  attached  me  for 
availing  myself  of  the  assistance  of  my 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  and  I  much 
regretted    to   hear  him  make  several 
strong  personal  accusations  against  my 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend,  which  my 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  has  al- 
ready amply  and    fully  refuted.     The 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  must  be  aware 
tbat  when  he  and  his  Friends  adopted 
the  plan  of  personal  accusation  against 
my  right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend,  my 
right  hoD.  and  gallant  Friend — I  think 
with  becoming  patience — did  not  con- 
descend to   answer  them  until,  in  the 
public  interest,  he  was  driven  to  do  so  a 
few  days  ago.     Did  the  hon.  Member 
opposite  hear  the  observations  made  by 
my  right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  on 
that  occasion  ?     Did  he  hear  him  ex- 
pkin  that  in  1881—1  think  that  was  the 

year 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  fob  IRELAND  (Colonel 
Kixo-Harman)  (Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet) : 
Yes ;  that  was  the  year. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Did  he  hear 
my  right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  ex- 
plain that  in  1881,  on  a  rental  which  I 
believe  is  more  than  £40,000,  the  whole 
difference  from  Griffith's  valuation  was 
not  more  than  £100  ?  And  is  the  hon. 
Gentleman  not  aware  that  Griffith's 
valuation  was  made  at  a  time  when 
irices  were  lower  than  they  are  now  ? 
"No,  no!"]  Yes;  that  is  so— that 
Griffith's  valuation  was  made  at  a  time 
when  prices  were  lower  than  they  are 
BOW?  And  is  he  aware  that  Griffith's 
▼aloation  was  not  made  for  the  purpose 
of  rental,  but  for  the  purposes  of  taxa- 
tion, and,  being  made  for  purposes  of 
taxation,  was  generally  estimated  to  be 
Bct  less  than  25  per  cent  below  the  let- 
ting value  of  the  land  ? 


Mb.  CLANCY:  (Dublin  Co.,  N.): 
Rubbish ! 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  hear  the 
hon.  Member  use  an  argument  familiar 
with  hon.  Members  who  sit  below  the 
Gangway  opposite— he  objects  to  my 
statement  as  ''rubbish."  I  do  not 
know  which  of  my  propositions  he  ob- 
jects to  as  rubbish. 

Mb.  CLANCY :  All  of  them. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Does  he 
mean  to  say  that  prices  were  not  lower 
then  than  they  are  now  ?  If  he  will 
take  the  trouble  to  look  into  the  facts 
he  will  see  that  I  am  right.  Does  he 
deny  that  Griffith's  valuation  was  made 
for  the  purposes  of  taxation,  and  not  for 
the  purpose  of  rental  ?  Does  he  deny 
that,  being  made  for  the  purposes  of 
taxation,  it  was  estimated  at  a  figure 
below  the  letting  value  of  the  land  ?  If 
he  does  not  deny  any  of  these  things, 
and  if  he  admits,  as  he  must  admit,  that 
the  rental  of  my  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend's  estate  is  as  I  have  said— if  we 
are  to  condescend  to  discuss  these  per- 
sonal matters — if  he  sees  that  my  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend's  rental  was 
within  £100  of  Griffith's  valuation,  or, 
in  other  words,  that  there  was  only  a 
fractional  difference  between  the  two, 
will  he  not  admit  that  my  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  cannot  in  any  sense 
be  justly  accused  of  being  a  man  who 
attempts  to  drive  his  tenants  hard,  or 
to  exact  from  them  more  than  they 
can  be  honestly  expected  to  pay?  I 
confess  that  I  regard  the  attacks  which 
have  been  made  upon  myself  with  per- 
fect indifference.  Every  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  has  to  undergo  attacks  of 
tbat  kind,  and  I  am  quite  aware  that  if 
it  were  my  lot — as  probably  it  will  not 
be — in  two  or  three  years'  time  to  agree 
with  hon.  Members  opposite  on  any 
matter  upon  which  they  have  set  their 
hearts,  they  would  probably  laud  me 
with  the  same  amount  of  eulogy  which 
they  accord  to  Lord  Spencer  and  to 
Sir  George  Trevelyan,  whom  they  at- 
tacked far  more  unscrupulously  and 
violently  than  they  have  so  far  attacked 
myself.  But  I  confess  I  regret  the 
ground  of  attack  that  has  been  made 
on  my  right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the 
Under  Secretary.  No  man  in  this 
House  knows  more  about  Ireland  than 
he  does.  No  man  in  this  House  is  more 
capable  of  effectively  discharging  the 
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duties  of  his  Office ;  and  if  he  is  prepared 
to  discharge  those  duties  so  far  without 
reward,  is  that  to  be  made  a  reproach  to 
him,  and  ought  it  not  to  be  regarded  as 
an  additional  proof  of  the  disinterested 
services  he  is  ready  to  give  to  Ireland  ? 
The  hon.  Member  opposite  objects  to 
my  not  being  here  to  answer  Ques- 
tions. [An  hon.  Membeb:  We  object 
to  you  altogether.'!  I  do  not  appeal 
to  him;  but  I  appeal  to  other  Members, 
in  whateverquarter  of  the  House  they  sit, 
to  say  whether  my  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  has  not  discharged  the  d  uties  of  his 
Office,  be  they  difficult  or  be  they  easy, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  every  reasonable 
man  ?  Whether  he  has  not  shown  him- 
self fully  adequate  to  the  discharge  of 
every  duty  that  has  been  iotrust^  to 
him?  But  I  may  tell  the  Committee 
that  outside  the  House  my  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend*s  services  have  been 
even  greater  than  they  have  been  inside, 
and  my  right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  has 
brought  to  the  assistance  of  the  Irish 
Government — and  I  am  proud  to  acknow- 
ledge it  in  spite  of  the  sneers  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite— an  ability,  an  in- 
dustry and  knowledge,  from  which  the 
Government  derived  great  advantage, 
and  which,  at  all  events,  I  am  glad  hon. 
Members  have  given  me  an  opportunity 
of  acknowledging  in  my  place. 

Mb.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
(Stirling,  &c.) :  Sir,  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) 
has,  to-night,  surpassed  himself.  The 
object  of  the  Government,  I  suppose,  is 
to  obtain  this  Vote  on  Account  with  as 
little  difficulty  and  as  little  delay  as 
possible.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
made  the  speech  to  which  we  have  just 
listened,  and  has  made  very  light  of  his 
duties  in  this  House.  He  has  read  over 
some  of  the  Questions 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  All  of  them. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN : 
He  has  read  over  the  Questions  addressed 
to  him  by  name  by  the  Representatives 
of  Irish  constituencies,  and  he  has  found 
them  one  and  all  unworthy  of  the  notice 
of  so  exalted  a  personage  as  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  had  Prede- 
cessors in  that  Office  who  have  had  quite 
as  much  on  their  hands  as  he  has.  I 
speak  of  the  late  Mr.  Forster,  and  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  one 
of  the  Divisions  of  Bristol,  the  right  hon. 

Ifr.  A.  J.  Balfour 


Gentleman's  immediate  Predecessor  (Sir 
Michael    Hicks-Beach)— I  single  them 
out,  because  they  were  at  the  same  time 
Members  of  the  Cabinet  while  they  were 
Chief  Secretaries    for    Ireland,    which 
makes  a  material    difference    between 
their  positions   and  that    occupied    by 
more  humble  persons,  such  as  myself, 
who,  when  they  held  the  Office  of  Chief 
Secretary,  had  not  a  place  in  the  Cabinet. 
Mr.  Forster  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Bristol  never,  that 
I  am  aware,  declined  to  answer  Questions 
that  were  addressed  to  them  by  Irish 
Members  in  this  House.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman    speaks    of    himself  or   his 
Assistant  in  this  House  as  the  conduit- 
pipe  for  local  information.     He  admits 
that  he  did  not,  until  he  rose  to-night, 
look  at  the  Paper  to  see  what  was  on  it, 
so  that  we  shall  know  in  the  future, 
when  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  the  Isle  of  Thanet 
rColonel  King-Harman)  rises  to  answer 
Questions,   he  does  not    speak  in  the 
name  of  the  Chief  Secretary  or  in  that 
of  the  Irish  Government,  but  merely  ia 
his  own  name.     I  have  had  myself  some 
experience  in  answering  Questions.     I 
believe  I  had  one  day  the  heaviest  list 
ever  presented  to  any  Irish  Secretary, 
because  I  had  to  answer  no  fewer  than 
51  Questions.    I  will  venture  to  tell  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  what  my  expe- 
rience was.    I  gave  a  great  deal  more 
than  three  minutes'  consideration  to  eaoK 
of  these  Questions.     The  answers  whicli 
were  sent  to  me  from  Ireland  were  ia 
many  cases    extremely  unsatisfactory, 
and  again  and  again  I  had  to  communi- 
cate with  the  officials  who  had  furnished 
me   with    those  answers.     [Mr.   A.    J. 
Balfoub  :  Hear,  hear !  ]    From  watcli- 
ing  that  process  again  and  again,  g^ev- 
ances  and  evils  were   brought   to  my 
notice  which  I,  in  turn,  had  to  consider 
and  bring  before  my  Chief — the   then 
Viceroy  Lord  Spencer — and  I  can  Bay 
honestly  that  I  believe  a  great  deal  of 
good  was  done  by  the  multitude  of  Ques- 
tions put,  although  in  this  House  thoy 
sometimes  seemed  excessive.    The  mere 
answering  of  a  Question  is  not  the  only 
part  of  it.     The  object  is  to  brings    to 
any  ordinary  mind  the  fact  of  a  oerta.in. 
grievance  existing;  but  the  right  lion. 
Gentleman  has  proclaimed  to  the  House 
to*night,  as  we  might,  indeed,  have  ex* 
pected  from  his   general    manner  a.xxd. 
treatment  of  the  subject,  that  he  moves 
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ia  a  sphere  altogether  above  the  con- 
uderation  of  these  matters.    Then,  Sir, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  of  the 
complaints  that  have  been  made  of  the 
appointment  of  the  right  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Qentleman  the  Member  for  the  Isle 
of  Thanet.     I  need  hardly  say  that,  on 
the  personal  part  of  that  question,  I  have 
Qotmng  to  say.     So  far  as  answering 
Questions  goes  and  his  career  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  this  House,  I  have  nothing  to  say 
whatever  against  that  right  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman;  but  when  hon.  Mem- 
bera  complain  of  his  being  appointed  to 
take  the  place  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Ohief  Secretary,  not  occa- 
sionally, but  habitually  and  every  day, 
what  occurs  to  most  of  us  is  this — that 
although  that  treatment  of  the  subject 
may  be  very  suitable  for  Irish  Questions, 
it  would  not  be  tolerated  for  one  moment 
with  regard  to  English  Questions.  What 
would  be  said  if,  I  will  say,  the  Civil 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  were  day  after 
day  to  answer   all  the  Questions   ad- 
dressed to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, and  then,  when  the  Questions  were 
all  over,  the  House  were  to  see  the  First 
Lord  come  in  with  a  jaunty  air  and  take 
his  seat  on  the  Treasury  Bench  ?     Why, 
Sir,  there  is  no  one  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  who  would  consider  that  a 
tolerable    arrangement  for  one  week, 
although  if  the  First  Lord  were  ill  or 
absent  from  an  unavoidable  cause,  it 
would,  of  course,  be  the  commonest  thing 
in  the  world  that  his  subordinate  should 
answer  the  Questions  for  him.    But  not 
only  is  that  the  case,  but  the  officer  who 
has  to  answer  the  Questions  is  unpaid, 
or,  in  other  words,  has  been  appointed 
to  his  present  position  without  the  know- 
ledge or  consent  of  Parliament.     There 
is  a  Tory  strict  limit  set  upon  the  number 
(^  officials  who  can  sit  in  Parliament  re- 
oeiring  salary.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  will  say  that  this  does  not 
exempt  him  from  the  power  of  adding 
U>  the  number  of  officials  who  do  not 
reeeive  salaries.     Well,  Sir,  that  may 
be^  the  technical  excuse,  but  I  do  not 
think  th^^  is  much  real  foundation  in 
it    If  a  Member  of  this  House  is  ap- 
pointed to  even  a  subordinate  place  in 
Ae  Qovemment,  though  he  receives  no 
■■^•ry,  he  has  emolument— surely   his 
eaolament  does  not  entirely  consist  of 
"^^Afj.    He  has  the  honour  of  sitting  on 
tile  Treasury  Bench,  which,  of  itself,  is 


much  coveted,  and  he  has  all  the  dignity 
and  importance  attached  to  a  Member  of 
Her  Majesty's  Goyernment,  and  I  see 
nothing  to  hinder  the  Government,  on 
the  same  footing,  appointing  40  or  50  of 
their  followers  subordinate  Members  of 
the  Government,  and  thus  completely 
getting  round  all  the   guarantees  that 
have  been  laid  down  by  the  rules  which 
at  present  govern  these  matters.    These 
are  the  reasons  why  we  find  the  present 
arrangement  very  extraordinary.     But 
it  adds  to  the  singularity  of  the  situation 
when  we  find  that  at  the  same  moment 
that  there  is  this  double  arrangement  in 
the  House  of  Commons  it  so  happens 
that  there  is  also  a  double  arrangement 
in  the   Houso  of  Lords,  and  that  the 
Government  have,  for  the  first  time,  I 
believe,  not  only  a  Chief  Secretary  in 
the   Cabinet,    but  a  Lord    Chancellor 
for  Ireland  in  the  Cabinet,  and  that 
Lord  Chancellor,   the  only  reason  for 
whose  position  in  the  Cabinet  one  would 
take  to  be  that  he  should  represent  the 
Government  in  the  House  of  Lords,  does 
not  represent  the  Government  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  but  another  Member 
of  the  Cabinet  is  appointed  for  the  duty. 
The  result  isthat  there  are  three  Members 
of  the  Cabinet  representing  Ireland,  two 
in  the  House  of  Lords  and  one  in  this 
House,  and;  in  addition  to  these,  we 
have  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  the  Isle  of  Thanet. 
These  are  the  reasons  why  it  does  appear 
to  us  that  this  is  a  very  extraordinary 
arrangement;    and  I   cannot  say  that 
these  reasons  have  been  at  all  obviated 
or  diminished  in  our  minds  by  the  speech 
which  has  just  been  delivered  by  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster):  I  have  been  greatly 
edified  by  the  excitement  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite.  The  complaint 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  that  the 
affairs  of  Ireland  have  been  looked  after 
by  more  Members  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment than  has  been  the  case  under 
preceding  Governments.  The  complaint 
that  has  been  made  by  hon.  Members 
opposite  is,  that  it  appears  to  the  present 
Government  that  the  interests  of  Ireland 
are  of  such  great  importance  that  not 
only  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour), 
but  au  Assistant   Secretary,  the  Lord 
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Privy  Seal,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor 
of  Ireland  have  interested  themselves 
and  have  concerned  themselves  deeply 
in  endeavouring — [^Laughter.l  I  appeal 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  m  the  Chair 
whether  it  is  fitting  that  the  laughter  of 
hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway  op- 
posite should  meet  a  statement — a  state- 
ment which  I  am  making  with  the  en- 
deavour to  recall  Parliament  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  real  facts  of  the  case  ? 
The  Government  appreciate  the  gravity 
of  the  circumstances,  and  the  condition 
of  Ireland  at  the  present  time.  We 
have  felt  that  any  intellect,  any  skill, 
and  any  ability  which  we  possess  ought 
to  be  devoted  to  the  solution  of  the  great 
problems  which  the  government  of  Ire- 
land involves.  My  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  is  at  the 
present  moment  engaged  in  the  consi- 
deration and  preparation  of  two  most 
important  measures  relating  to  Ireland ; 
ana  he  felt  it  necessary,  and  the  Govern- 
ment felt  it  necessary,  that  he  should 
be  assisted  by  my  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  on  my  left,  who  brings  to  his 
help  a  knowledge  of  the  circumstances 
and  of  the  condition  of  Ireland  which 
hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway  may 
not  accept  as  being  accurate  from  their 
point  of  view,  but  which  is,  of  course, 
of  great  value  in  the  opinion  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secretary.  What 
is  the  complaint  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  ?  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman appears  to  think  that  because 
neither  Mr.  Forster  nor  Sir  George  Tre- 
velyan  had  an  Assistant  Secretary,  there- 
fore it  is  highly  improper  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  present  Chief  Secre- 
tary should  have  an  Assistant  Secretary. 

Mb.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERM an  : 
The  complaint  was  that  the  present  Chief 
Secretary  hands  over  the  duty  of  answer- 
ing all  the  Irish  Questions  to  his  As- 
sistant Secretary. 

Me.  W.  H.  SMITH :  Hands  over  the 
duty  of  answering  all  the  Irish  Ques- 
tions to  his  Assistant  Secretary.  Does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  not  know  that 
the  Government  are  responsible  for 
every  answer  that  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  gives?  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  must  be  fully  aware 
that  the  Government  are  just  as  much 
responsible  for  the  answers  that  are 
ffiven  by  the  riffht  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  the  Assistant  Secretary  as 
they  are  for  those  given  by  the  Chief 
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Secretary  himself .  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite,  when  Chief  Secretary 
himself,  was  not  in  the  Cabinet,  and  yet 
his  Government  were  bound  by  his 
answers 

Mr.  CAMPBELLBANNERMAN:  I, 
at  all  events,  was  Chief  Secretary. 

Me.  W.  H.  smith  :  But  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  not  at  the  time  a 
Member  of  the  Cabinet.  He  spoke  only 
with  the  authority  of  Chief  Secretary ; 
but,  nevertheless,  his  answers  bound  his 
Government.  Well,  the  Assistant  Se- 
cretary represents  the  Chief  Secretary, 
and  binds  the  Chief  Secretary. 

Me.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN  : 
The  very  thing  we  complain  of. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  We  are  asked 
whether  we  are  going  to  appoint  40  or 
50  Members  of  this  Party  to  be  Assistant 
Secretaries.    Does  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman really  mean  to  ask  such  a  ques- 
tion as  that  in  good  faith  ?    No,  Sir;  he 
takes  advantage,  or  he  thinks  he  takes 
advantage — he  does  not  really  take  ad- 
vantage, because  it  is  a  remark  which, 
really  recoils    on    himself— of  circum- 
stances  and  conditions  that  are  abso- 
lutely abnormal.  We  have  endeavoured 
to  do  our  best  to  provide  for  the  good 
government  of  the  country,  and  have 
made  what  arrangements  we  believed  to 
be  necessary.     We  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  some  assistance  most  be 
given  to  the  Chief  Secretary,  in  order  to 
enable  him  to  give  due  consideration  to 
the  preparation  and  the  submission  to 
Parliament  of  measures  which  we  deem 
to  be  of  the  utmost  importance  to   the 
peace,  the  prosperity,  and  the  happiness 
of  Ireland.      Of  those  measures  tliere 
are  two  now  before  Parliament,  and  a 
third  is  in  preparation;  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  never  having 
had  to  produce  such  measures,  has  no 
idea  of  the   amount  of  labour  and  of 
responsibility  that  the  preparation     of 
those    measures    involves.     The    rigbt 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  said  that  I^ar- 
liament  had  no  notice  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  my  right    hon.    and    gallant 
Friend  to  the  Office  of  Assistant  Secre- 
tary;  but  the  fact  is  that  Parliament 
had  ample  knowledge  of  it. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY?  Ample  notice 
of  the  fact  ? 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  Ample  notice 
that  such  an  appointment  was  made ; 
and  Parliament  knew  that  it  was  en- 
tirely within  the   competence  of    Ser 
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Ifajestjr's  present    Government,  or  of 
aoy  other  Qoyemment  who  felt  it  to  be 
their  duty,  to  make  such  an  appoint- 
ment.   I  must  point  to  a  faot  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  is  well 
aware  of— namely,  that  even  if  the  Office 
to  which  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman has  been  appointed  had  been  a 
paid  one,  it  would  not  have  been  neces- 
wxj  that   the   right    hon.   Gentleman 
Bhoald  have  vacated  his  seat,  the  post 
not  heiog  one  that  renders  it  necessary 
for  the  holder  to  go  to  his  constituents 
for  re-election  on  his  accepting  it.  With 
regard  to  answering   Questions,    as  I 
have  indicated,  my  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend,  in  replying  to  Questions,  speaks 
with  the  full  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  giving  complete  replies  to  every 
Question  which  may  fairly  be  put  to  the 
Members  of  the  Government.     I  fully 
recognize  the  responsibility  of  the  Go- 
remment  in  answering    Questions  by 
whomsoever  they  may  be  asked;   but, 
whUe  making  proper  provision  for  the 
answering  of  Questions,  the  Gt>vernment 
have  to  discharge  the  higher  duty  of 
Beemg  that  their  measures  are  properly 
eonndered    and    presented    to    Parlia- 
meni 

Mb.  henry  H.  fowler  (Wolver- 
hampton, E.) :  I  can  assure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  that  no  one  for 
a  moment  impugns  the  motives  of  the 
Oovemment  in  making  this  appointment. 
The  qnestion  for  the  Committee  is  whe- 
ther the  Goyernment  have  acted  Con- 
fltitntionally  and  in  accordance  with  the 
law  of  Parliament  in  making  it.     When 
tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman  pleads  in  justi- 
fication of  the  appointment  the  abnormal 
^He  of  affairs  existing  at  the  present 
^e,  and  that  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
1^  Lieutenant  has  on  his  shoulders 
two  important  Bills — that  is  to  say,  the 
Coercion,  and,  I  suppose,  tbe  other  is  the 
I^ad  Bill  now  before  the  House  of  Lords 
^I  would  remind  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
«wn  that  Mr.  Forster,  when  Chief  Se- 
cretary, had  on  his  shoulders  not  only  tbe 
pi^ratioa  and  passing  through  Parlia- 
B6Bt  of  a  Coercion  Bill,  but  also  of  a 
P^  Land  Bill ;  and  that  the  work  de- 
Tolying  on  the  Ohief  Secretary  in  those 
'^  was  certainly  as  heavy  as  that  do- 
ffing upon  the  present  Chief  Secretary 
t^^.    I  Bhoald  be  sorry  if  this  ques- 
tioa  assumed  anything  of  a  personal  cha- 
'•cter.    I  eertainly  do  not  consider  the 
OUflf  Secretary   over-paid,  because  I 


consider  that  there  is  only  cue  post  in 
Europe  which,  for  the  anxiety  and 
responsibility  it  entails,  could  compare 
with  that  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  that  is  the  position  of  the  Czar 
of  Russia.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
may  very  well  say  that  no  compen- 
sation can  be  too  high  for  the  responsi- 
bility, the  anxiety,  and  the  vexation  of 
his  Office,  whoever  fills  it,  whether  a 
Member  of  the  Party  sitting  opposite, 
or  sitting  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
But  what  I  wish  to  ask  the  Committee  is 
— and  this  appears  to  be  a  favourable 
opportunity  for  doing  it,  an  opportunity 
for  which  one  has  hitherto  sought  in 
vain — whether  the  appointment  of  the 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  is  a  Con- 
stitutional one  or  not  ? 

The  chairman  :  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  appropriate  to  raise  that 
question.  

Mr.  henry  H.  fowler  :  I  bow, 
of  course,  to  your  ruling,  Sir ;  but  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  has  attempted  to  justify 
the  appointment  I  wished  to  enter  a 
protest  upon  the  point.  I  will  not 
pursue  the  matter  one  sentence  further. 
I  should  have  been  glad  of  an  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  that  I  consider  that  the 
creation  of  any  new  Office  under  the 
Crown,  whether  or  not  its  acceptance 
involved  the  vacating  of  a  seat  in  this 
House — for  I  do  not  lay  stress  on  that 
point — without  the  consent  of  Parlia- 
ment is  un-Constitutional.  As,  however, 
you  rule.  Sir,  that  it  is  not  competent  for 
me  to  go  into  the  question  at  this 
moment,  I  will  say  no  more  with  regard 
to  it,  but  will  take  another  opportunity 
of  calling  attention  to  it. 

Mr.  T.  C.  HARRINGTON  (Dublin, 
Harbour)  :  The  speeches  we  have 
listened  to  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary,  more  than  any  other  speeches 
which  we  have  heard  from  the  Tory 
Party  for  some  time,  show  the  appro- 
priateness of  the  name  applied  to  tnem 
of  *'  the  stupid  Party."  Both  right 
hon.  Gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  their 
speeches,  occupied  a  considerable  time 
in  sounding  the  praises  of  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Assistant 
Under  Secretary — or  Under  Secretary — 
whatever  he  may  be  called.  One  would 
think,  from  the  speech  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, that  the  duties  of  the  right  hon. 
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and  gallant  Oentleman  the  Member  for 
the  Isle  of  Thanet  (Colonel  King-Har- 
man)  has  to  discharge  in  this  House  are 
duties  of  the  utmost  importance,  and 
that  he  discharges  them  with  an  amount 
of  ability  which  must  command  the  con- 
fidence and  admiration  of  this  Assembly. 
Now,  what  are  the  duties,  so  far  as  we  can 
see,  which  have  been  discharged  by  that 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman?  Why, 
the  merest  schoolboy  of  a  few  years'  expe- 
rience would  be  able  to  do  that  which  the 
two  Leaders  of  the  Tory  Party  in  this 
House  so  loudly  praise  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  Isle  of  Thanet  for  doing.  His  duties, 
so  far  as  we  can  see,  consist  in  his 
standing  there  at  the  Table  and  reading 
out  to  us  answers  prepared  for  him  by 
some  police  constable  or  other  official  in 
Ireland.  That  is  the  only  exercise  of  his 
extraordinary  powers  that  we  have  seen 
in  this  House ;  and,  certainly,  I  do  not 
think  the  Goyemment  are  to  be  compli- 
mented on  the  fact  of  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman's  addition  to 
their  ranks.  They  comfort  themselves 
with  the  idea  that  they  have  got,  in  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  the 
Isle  of  Thanet,  a  real  acquisition ;  but, 
as  I  have  «dd,  he  is  no  more  valuable  to 
them  than  would  be  a  schoolboy  of  a 
year's  experience.  Now,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land, in  the  manner  in  which  he  treated 
the  Questions  put  by  the  Irish  Members 
in  this  House  to-night,  has  furnished 
another  proof  that  the  suspicion  which 
was  in  the  minds  of  hon.  Members  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  and  which  was 
given  expession  to  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr. 
Dillon),  is  amply  justified — ^namely,  that 
he  is  determined  to  treat  with  contempt 
the  elected  Eepresentatives  of  the  people 
of  Ireland,  and  therefore  he  has  refrained 
£rom  being  in  his  place  when  Questions 
affecting  ^eland  have  been  before  the 
Honfle.  We  do  not  complain  of  having 
to  deal  with  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Isle  of 
Thanet,  as  compared  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary.  What 
we  complain  of  is  that  the  official  who 
replies  to  us  is  not  responsible  to  this 
House  or  to  Parliament.  We  contend 
that  he  should  not  be  a  mere  instrument 
of  the  Gt>vemment,  but  should  be  able 
to  give  effect  to  the  answers  he  gives  us. 
Now,   the   right  hon.  Gentleman    the 
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Chief    Secretary,  standing   up  at   the 
Table,  in  the  course  of  his  speech  to- 
night, has  shown  us  that  so  long  as 
these  Questions  have  been  answered  by 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  Isle  of  Thanet  they 
have  been  answered  altogether  on  his 
own  responsibility,  and  the  responsibility 
of  the  officials  in  Ireland,  and  that  the 
officials   in  this  House,  to  whom  we 
are  to  look  for  redress  of  grievances 
and  abuses  in  Irish  Governmental  De- 
partments, is  altogether  ignorant  of  the 
representations  we  make.     The  right 
hon.    Gentleman    treats  with  supreme 
contempt— with  a  contempt  that  is,  if 
possible,  more  offensive  than  his  whole 
bearing  upon  Irish  matters — the  Ques- 
tions that  are  asked  by  Irish  Members. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  pretends  to 
have  some  knowledge  of  Ireland.    We 
complain  that  while    before  we  could 
very  well  afford  to  stand  his  ignorance 
of  Ireland  and  Irish  affairs,  because  it 
did  not  affect  us,  that  now  he  is  the  one 
officer    who    is    responsible   for   Irish. 
affairs  he  keeps  out  of  the  House  wheu 
Questions  are  being  asked,  and  he  never 
can  have  any  knowledge  of  the  faot«  to 
which  these  Questions  relate.   The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to  think  that  he 
made  a  great  point  when  he  said  that 
if,  in  a  few  years  hence,  he  should  be- 
come a  convert  to  our  opinions  upoa 
the  Home  Bulo  Question,  we  should  bo 
likely  to  praise  him  just  as  we  praised 
former  Chief  Secretaries  for  Ireland.     X 
can  re-assure  the  right  hon.  Gentlemau 
on  that  point.     We  always  know  how 
to  make  a  distinction  between  men  who 
understand  their  duties  and  stick  to  them, 
however  disagreeable  they  may  be,  and. 
men  who  run  away  from  them.    We  have 
often  opposed  Irish  Secretaries,  but  even. 
when  we  differed  most  from  them  we  havo 
seldom  had  to  deny  them  the  possession, 
of  courage  and  the  possession  of  a  senae 
of  duty.     But  even  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  should. 
become  a  convert  to  our  opinions,  unless 
he  changes  his  policy  he  will  never  l>o 
able  to  get  the  credit  of  having  stuck  tK> 
his  post.     He  has  found  it  very  con-. 
vedient  to  get  as  a  substitute  a  politic^X 
Cerberus  in  the  person  of  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Member  Coir 
the  Isle  of  Thanet.    I  must  say  we  Kcid. 
very  little  confidence  in  the  knowled  ^^ 
which  the   right   hon.  Gentleman_  t;iio 
Chief  Secretary  brings  to  bear  on  ~ 
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■abjeets;  but  if  there  is  one  man  in 
Ireland  whom  no  Chief  Secretary  could 
afford  to  stand  up  and  justify  before  the 
Irish  people,  that  man  is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  Colleague  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Qentleman  the  Member  for 
t^e  Isle  of  Thanet,  one  of  the  rack-rent- 
ing landlords  of  Ireland.  It  is  an  insult 
to  the  Irish  representation  and  to  the 
Irish  people  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
should  shelter  himself  behind  such  a 
personage  in  this  House,  and  excuse 
himself  from  giving  to  the  work  of  the 
Department  to  which  he  belongs  and  to 
the  Irish  people  the  benefit  of  qualities 
for  the  possession  of  which,  presumably, 
he  was  appointed.  The  right  hon.  Oen- 
Ueman  has  given  us  some  figures  as  to 
the  rental  of  the  estate  of  his  right  hon. 
and  g^ant  Colleague.  I  do  not  wish 
to  dwell  on  that  subject — I  should  be  out 
<rf  Order  if  I  did ;  but  I  do  not  think  we 
should  not  allow  the  remarks  of  the  right 
hon.  (Gentleman  to  pass  unchallenged. 
He  stated,  on  information,  no  doubt,  re- 
ceived from  his  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Colleague,  that  in  1881  there  was  only 
£100  difference  between  the  entire 
rental  of  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Oentleman's  property  and  the  gross  Go- 
vernment valuation.  Well,  but  all  the 
property  in  the  hands  of  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman,  and  all  that 
which  he  farms  himself,  is  taken  from 
the  rental,  but  is  left  in  in  the  valua- 
tion which  is  given.  That  makes  a  very 
important  difference.  I  notice  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  stand  up 
to  challenge  that  statement.  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary aware  that,  by  the  information 
which  is  supplied  to  him,  and  which  he 
gives  to  the  House,  English  Members 
are  deceived  in  these  matters  ?  On  the 
strength  of  assurances  and  untruths 
supplied  to  him,  he  stands  up  and 
deceives  the  House.  Then  there  is 
another  important  matter.  Numbers 
of  holdings  on  this  property  were  let 
before  it  came  into  the  possession  of  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  the 
Isle  of  Thanet,  and  were  let  on  fines 
that  were  extorted  from  the  tenants. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  for  IRELAND  (Colonel 
Kino-Harman)  (Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet) : 
I  rise  to  Order.  I  wish  to  know  whether 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  is  in  Order 
in  imputing  untruths  to  a  Member  of  this 
House  f  I  wish  to  explain  that  no  fines 


have  been  taken  on  my  property  for 
three  generations. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  If  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  does  impute  untruth 
to  any  other  Member  he  is  distinctly  out 
of  Order. 

Mr.  T.  C.  HARRINGTON  was  un- 
derstood  to  disclaim  having  imputed 
untruth  to  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman. 

Colonel  KING. HARMAN:  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  distinctly  used 
the  word  **  untruth." 

Mr.  T.  C.  HARRINGTON :  I  dis- 
tinctly  stated  that  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  gave  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  this  statement — that  there  was 
only  a  difference  of  £100  between  the 
rental  of  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  and  the  valuation  of  his  pro- 
perty; but  that  he  omitted  to  state 
that  the  amount  of  the  property  in  his 
own  hands  was  included  in  the  valua- 
tion, while  no  rental  was  allowed  for ; 
and  that  in  this  way  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  was  put  in 
a  position  to  state  an  untruth  to  the 
House. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  :  I  am  in 
the  recollection  of  the  Committee.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  distinctly 
said  that  I  had  stated  an  untruth. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  disavows  any  such 
statement. 

Mr.  T.  0.  HARRINGTON :  I  never 
said  anything  of  the  kind.  If  I  bad 
made  the  statement  I  have  now  made 
to  the  House  in  the  absence  of  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Mem* 
her  for  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  I 
have  no  doubt  that  hon.  Members  on 
the  other  side  would  have  got  up  and 
denied  what  I  have  stated.  But  now  I 
congratulate  the  right  hon.  and  gal- 
lant (Gentleman  that  he  has,  by  his 
challenge,  emphasized  the  important 
difference  I  have  pointed  out,  and  also 
the  manner  in  which  the  House  has  been 
deceived.  Then  there  is  another  point. 
While  part  of  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman's  estate  is  held  at  low  rents 
by  large  graziers,  who  have  extensive 
tracts  of  the  estate,  he  has  raised  the 
rents  of  the  smaller  tenants  on  the  other 
portions  of  his  estate  as  often  and  as 
much  as  he  could  raise  them.  That  is 
the  state  of  facts  of  which  he  has  been 

f  roved  guilty  by  the  Sub-Commissioners, 
will  read  to  the  House  some  of  the 
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rentals  on  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Oentleman's  estate,  with  the  reductions 
that  haye  been  made. 

Thb  CHAIBMAN:  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  himself,  at  the  begin- 
ing  of  his  remarks,  seemed  to  feel  that 
he  was  going  beyond  the  Question  in 
entering  into  details,  and  yet  he  now 
proposes  to  go  into  matters  only  very 
remotely  connected  with  the  Vote  before 
the  Committee.  It  would  be  quite  out  of 
Order  to  enter  into  the  details  he  pro- 
poses to  state. 

Mb,  T.  C.  HAERINGTON:  I  wiU 
only  give  the  sum  total  of  the  rentals, 
and  the  valuation  on  a  single  page  of 
the  decisions  of  the  Sub-Commissioners. 
Now,  upon  one  page  of  these  decisions  I 
find  the  Poor  Law  valuation  is  £<584. 
The  gross  rental  was  £658,  and  that  rent 
was  reduced  from  £658  to  £39t2.  That 
is  the  model  landlord  who  is  held  up  to 
our  admiration  by  the  Chief  Secretary ; 
and  when  we  are  told  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury that  the  reason  for  the  absence  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  from  the  House  is 
that  he  is  hatching  important  mea- 
sures relating  to  the  holding  of  land  in 
Ireland,  we  have  an  idea  of  the  spirit 
in  which  he  will  approach  the  question 
from  the  character  as  a  landlord  which 
he  has  given  to  his  Colleague.  Now, 
my  reason  for  objecting  to  the  manner 
in  which  we  have  been  treated  in  regard 
to  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  Isle  of  Thanet 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  is  this— that  I 
look  on  his  appointment  as  a  reward  for 
political  recreancy  alone.  We  have 
neard  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  an  assurance  that,  at  all 
events,  there  was  no  danger  that  he 
would  come  over  to  our  ojpinions  on  the 
Home  Bule  Question.  Will  he  give  us 
the  same  assurance  with  equal  confi- 
dence in  regard  to  his  Colleague  ?  He 
is  an  older  Home  Buler  than  I  am. 
He  was  a  Home  Buler  long  before  I 
could  say  a  word  on  the  subject.  Lately 
I  possessed  myself  of  the  minutes  of  the 
Home  Bule  League — the  minutes  of 
their  various  meetings  with  the  strong 
resolutions  they  passed. 

The  CHAIBMAN:  One  portion  of 
this  Vote  is  for  the  salary  of  the  Chief 
Secretary.  He  has  devolved  a  certain 
part  of  his  duties  on  the  Under  Secre- 
tary, and  that  is  properly  a  subject  of 
criticism.    But  as  the  right  hon.  and 
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gallant  Member  for  the  Isle  of  Thanet 
is  not  provided  for  out  of  the  Vote  his 
character  and  conduct  are  not  the  sub- 
ject for  criticism. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  On  what 
Vote  or  in  what  manner  are  we  to  discuss 
the  way  in  which  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  the  Isle  of  Thanet 
discharges  his  duties  ? 

The  CHAIBMAN :  The  discharge  of 
his  duties  in  this  House  does  become 
matter  for  criticism;  but  his  character 
and  past  career  as  a  Home  Buler  do  not 
become  matter  for  criticism. 

Mb.  T.  C.  HABBINGTON  :  Now,  I 
shall  not  dwell  further  on  this  subject, 
which  I  know  cannot  be  a  very  pleasant 
one   to    the    right    hon.    and    gallant 
Gentleman  the  Member    for    the  Isle 
of  Thanet  or  for  the  Government.      I 
hope  we  shall  have  some  opportunity 
for  voting  a  salary  to  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman,  in  order  that  on  the 
Vote  for  his  salary  we  may  show  his 
Colleagues  what  manner  of  man  he  was. 
I  will  now  only  finish  by  saying  that  I 
believe  the  manner  in  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  has 
treated  the  House  in  regard  to  impor- 
tant Irish  Questions  is  the  most  instruo- 
tive  lesson  which  has  been  given  to  the 
people  of  Ireland,  and  also  to  the  people 
of  England,  for  a  considerable  time.    As 
the  hon.  Member  who  has  preceded  me 
in  this  debate  has  remarked,  no  Mem- 
ber of  the  Government  would  attempt 
to  treat  any  other  portion  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Dominions  with  the  same  contempt 
with  which  Ireland  has  been  treated  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.     He  cannot 
deny  that  he  has  constantly  remained 
away  from  the  House  while  Irish  Ques- 
tions are  treated  at  Question  time,  and 
that  he  has  delegated  the  performance 
of  his  duty  in  regard  to  answering  Ques- 
tions to  a  Colleague  who  is  altogether 
irresponsible  to  us  and  to  this  House.     I 
think  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
persists  in  the  course  he  has  lately  taken, 
and  if  he  persists  in  showing  ^e  same 
contempt  which  he  has   recently    dis- 
played for  Irish  Questions,  it  will  be  th.e 
duty  of  the  Irish  Members  to  take  e'^rery 
opportunity  to  drag  before  the  people  of 
this  country  the  manner  in  which.   Ire- 
land is  being  treated  at  a  time    Mrhen 
vou  insist  on  the  people  of  Ireland  keep- 
ing themselves  associated  with  the  TJnion 

Colonel    KING-HARMAN    (Klent^ 
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toaoh  very  lightly  on  one  or  two  points 
to  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
who  has  just  sat  down  (Mr.  T.  C.  Har- 
rington) alluded,  because  he  somewhat 
eludleoged  me  to  do  so ;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  he  charged  me  with  not  being 
frank  in  the  statement  I  made  to  the 
House  the  other  day.  There  is  one  point 
in  that  statement  in  regard  to  which 
the  hoo.  and  learned  Member  seems  to 
think  that  he  has  hit  a  blot,  and  which 
eertainly  needs  explanation.     That  is 
that,  in  my  statement  as  to  the  relative 
income  and  valuation  of  my  estate,  I  did 
not  include  in  the  income  my  demesne 
and  other   land  actually  in  hand.    I 
thought  that  a  matter  of  no  importance 
in  d^ng  with  a  large  property  of  over 
75,000  acres.  The  matter  was  so  exceed- 
ingly small  that  I  did  not  include  the 
land  referred  to.    Then,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  said  that  the  rents 
as  they  existed  in  1881  were  rents  fixed 
hy  my  ancestors.     Well,  they  were,  and 
they  were  never  raised  by  me.     There- 
fore, I  think  it  is  for  the  credit  both  of 
my  aocestors  and  myself  that,  as  he  has 
himself  stated,  those  rents  were  below 
(Mffith's  valuation.     Then  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  took  up  the  Blue  Book, 
uid  read  one  page  to  show  the  reduction 
of  rent  on  one  part  of  my  property  in  the 
coonty  of   Longford;  and  he  implied 
that  I  had  raised  my  rents  in  the  county 
of  Longford.     Upon  my  honour  I  never 
laiaed  any  rents  in  the  county  of  Long- 
M;  and  upon    my  honour   I  spent 
£i4,000  in  1879,  1880,  and  1881— the 
years  of  the  famine — on  my  property  in 
the  county  of  Longford  on  which  these 
taunts  resided,  and  for  that  outlay  of 
i2i,000  I  never  received,  and  I  never 
charged,  one  penny  of  interest. 

Ma.  M  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid.): 
^  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
i&an  the  Member  for  the  Isle  of  Thanet 
^  just  stated  that  from  1879  to 
IBSI  he  spent  £24,000  on  his  estates  in 
^county  of  Longford,  which  he  bor- 
loved  from  the  Government  at  a  nominal 
'•teol  interest — [Mr.T.O.  Habbington: 
He  never  expended  it.] — and  which  there 
vas  reason  to  believe  was  not  as  fully 
^nded  as  it  had  been  liberally  lent. 

Thk  OHAIEMAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
^  must  withdraw,  and  apologize  for 
^  statement  and  accusation. 

Ml.  M.  J.  KENNY :  I  only  repeated 
^  tocusation  which  has  been  made; 
'^ttyoQy  Sir,  have  ruled  that  the  ob- 


servation I  made  was  out  of  Order,  I 
withdraw  it  accordingly  and  apologize 
for  it.  I  will  only  say  that  I  regret  uiat 
I  had  not  an  opportunity  to  state  in  this 
House  what  I  believe  to  be  the  facts  of 
the  case  with  regard  to  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Oendeman.  This  is  the  first 
case  in  the  history  of  the  Irish  Secretary- 
ship in  which  we  are  placed  in  the  posi- 
tion of  having  a  nominal  Chief  Secretary 
who  receives  a  considerable  salary  and 
does  nothing  in  this  House  except  jibe 
and  flout,  in  pinchbeck  imitation  of  one 
of  his  family,  at  the  Questions  of  the 
Irish  Members ;  and  in  the  most  super- 
cilious manner  possible  meets  our  state- 
ments and  charges  with  an  affectation  of 
absolute  contempt.  We  are  fully  deter- 
mined that  we  shall  press  for  an  expla- 
nation as  to  the  appointment  of  this 
Under  Secretary  who  has  been  put  into 
the  position  he  now  occupies,  and  who 
resembles  what  is  called  in  Ireland  a 
species  of  * '  potheen  boy ' ' — one  who  does 
the  dirty  work  of  the  Chief  Secretary.  I 
have  heard  that  the  Chinese  used  to  be 
in  the  habit  of  flinging  malodorous 
grenades  at  the  enemy  to  prevent  them 
advancing,  and  I  believe  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  present  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  has  been  made  in  the 
same  spirit,  and  with  the  same  intention 
of  flinging  something  malodorous  before 
the  Irish  Members  so  that  they  cannot 
attack  the  Government  of  the  day.  I 
think,  however,  before  the  Government 
have  got  to  the  end  of  their  tether,  they 
will  flnd  that  they  have  not  gained 
much  by  appointing  an  ornamental  Chief 
Secretary  and  an  Orange  Under  Secre- 
tary. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  said,  a  few  minutes  ago, 
that  we  should  be  likely  to  speak  in  the 
same  manner  of  him,  if  he  changed  his 
opinions,  that  we  do  of  Lord  Spencer, 
now  that  he  has  changed  his  opinions. 
I  cannot,  however,  conceive  the  possi- 
bility of  comparison  between  the  two  men. 
I  can  conceive  no  manner  of  mental  or 
moral  measurement  which  would  bring 
the  two  men  together.  I  do  not  know 
how  it  is  possible  to  compare  or  measure 
against  each  other  a  ^iant  like  Lord 
Spencer  and  a  pigmy  like  the  present 
Chief  Secretary.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  commenced 
his  reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  by  reading  some 
Questions,  and  asking  whether  he  could 
be  expected  to  answer  such  Questions; 
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Well,  two  of  those  Questions  were  put 
down  bj  Orange  Members  who  support 
his  policy,  and  I  question  whether  the 
Orange  Democrats  who  sent  those  Mem- 
bers to  this  House  would  appreciate  the 
supercilious  tone  adopted  bj  the  Chief 
Secretary  towards  their  Parliamentary 
Bepresentatives  in  this  House.  I  do 
not  know  whether  we  shall  have  any 
regular  opportunity  of  raising  the  ques- 
tion  of  the  appointment  of  the  pre- 
sent Under  Secretary.  I  have  heard 
it  stated  that  the  present  Under  Secret 
tary,  though  nominally  unpaid,  is  a 
fairly  well-remunerated  official.  I  have 
heard  it  stated  that  the  present  Ohief 
Secretary  is  content  to  accept  a  portion 
of  his  nominal  salary,  and  that  the  re- 
mainder is  distributed  as  a  gratuity  to 
those  who  discharge  some  of  his  Parlia- 
mentary functions. 

The  chief  SECRETAEY  foe  IRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manches- 
ter, E.) :  The  statement  or  conjecture 
just  made  is  entirely,  absolutely,  and 
totally  unfounded. 

An  hon.  Member  :  More  shame  for  it. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY :  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  done  as  I  have  sug- 
gested,  it  would  have  been  no  more 
than  reasonable  and  just.    I  would  re- 
mind the  Committee  that  we  have  in 
this  House,  besides  the  Chief  Secretary 
and  this  notable  Under  Secretary,  two 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown— one  who 
takes  some  part  in  discussing  a  portion 
of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House,  while  the  other  has  done  nothing 
for  his  official  position.  Formerly,  when 
the  Chief  Secretary  was  absent  from 
this    House,    the    Law    Officers    have 
answered  Questions.    What  I  want  to 
know  is  this — why  two  Irish  lawyers, 
who  have  as  much  knowledge  of  the 
Irish  people  as  the  Under  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  and  have  not,  like  him,  been 
brought  into  conflict    with    the    Irish 
people  on  questions  relating  to  the  land, 
who  are,  at  least,  as  intelligent  as  the 
Parliamentary  Under    Secretary,    and 
have  had  the  benefit  of  a  legal  training, 
which  he  has  not  had — I  say  I  want  to 
know  why  these  Gentlemen,   who  are 
responsible  to  this  House  and  the  coun- 
try, because  they  are  paid  for  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties,  have  not  been 
put  into  requisition,  and  'called  upon  to 
discharge  the  duties  which  in  former 
times  hare  been  discharged  by  the  Law 
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Officers  ?  The  appointment  of  a  Parlia- 
mentary Under  Secretary  now  is  extra- 
ordinary. In  former  times  the  Parlia- 
mentary Under  Secretaryship  was  a 
golitical  appointment,  and  was  only 
eld  while  the  Goyemment  by  whom 
the  holder  was  appointed  retained  Office. 
I  believe  in  the  time  of  Thomas  Drum* 
mond  the  appointment  was  altogether 

Eolitioal.  That  system  is,  it  appears,  to 
e  again  introduced.  But  it  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  we  have  now  a  so-called 
Permanent  Under  Secretary  in  Dublin, 
as  well  as  a  Political  Under  Secretary  in 
this  House.  When  that  Permanent 
Under  Secretary  goes  back  to  the  War 
Office,  will  the  two  Offices  be  amalga- 
mated ?  That  is  what  we  want  to  know. 
But,  in  the  meantime,  we  must  protest 
against  the  appointment  of  an  Orange^ 
man  without  salary,  and,  therefore,  irre- 
sponsible to  this  House.  I  will  only 
say,  further,  that  the  appointment  seems 
to  have  been  made  on  the  old  principle 
of  setting  one  Irishman  against  another, 
so  that  Englishmen  may  then  go  about 
the  country  saying — ''See  how  these 
Irishmen  agree  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  what  will  they  do  at  home  ?  " 

Mr.  DIFJjON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  rise  to 
move  the  reduction   of  this  Vote   by 
£1,000,  as  a  protest  against  the  manner 
in  which  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
declines — and  says  that  he  will  decline — 
to  discharge  his  duty.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  is  utterly- 
wrong  in  supposing  that  I  quarrel  with 
the  amount  of  his  salary.    I  did  indeed, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  evening,  say 
something  about  the  amount  proposed 
to  be  voted  to  him  for  coals ;  but  witU 
his  salary  I  have  no  quarrel,  provided 
his  duties  are  satisfactorily  discharged. 
What  I  quarrel  with   is  the  way  in 
which  he  is  discharging  the  duties  of 
his  Office ;  and,  therefore,  to  enable  the 
Committee  to  protest  against   this,    X 
propose,  as  I  have  said,  to  move  tliat 
this  Vote  be  reduced  by  £1,000.     I    do 
not  find  fault  with  the  fact  that    the 
Chief  Secretary  has  called  in  help  to 
assist    him    in    discharging    the    very 
onerous  duties  of  his  position.    I  do  not 
quarrel  with  any  Irish   Secretary    for 
calling  in  the  help  of  one  or  two  officials 
in  this  House.   On  the  contrary,  I  tliink 
the  Irish  Chief  Secretary  would  do  very 
well  if  he  got  a  suitable  Assistant  in  this 
House,  and  then  went  himself  to  Dublin 
for  the  next  three  months.    And  it  be 
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had  a  man  ia  this  House  who  would 
decently  answer  Questions  under  his 
directions,  I  would  not  complain  if  he 
remained  at  Dublin.  But  what  I 
quarrel  with  is  the  character  of  the  help 
that  the  Ohief  Secretary  has  called  in. 
I  do  not.  Sir,  propose  to  quarrel  with 
joixt  ruling  as  to  the  limits  of  this  dis- 
cussion ;  but  I  may  be  permitted  to 
point  out  that  your  ruling  has  only  em- 
phasized the  scandalous  inconvenience 
of  the  course  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment.  They  have  sought  to  create  a 
new  Office  at  a  most  critical  time,  and 
they  haye  appointed  to  this  Office  a 
Oentleman  whose  antecedents  utterly 
disqualify  him  for  the  Office  he  has  been 
appointed  to  fill.  And  they  have  done 
this  in  such  a  manner  that  it  is  difficult 
to  see  how  we  can  raise  the  question  of 
the  fitness  of  this  Oentleman  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  his  Office,  though  it  is  im- 
possible to  contend  that  we  should  not 
be  able  to  raise  that  question  in  some 
shape  or  way.  I  do  not,  Sir,  wish  to 
eome  into  collision  with  your  ruling  ; 
but  I  may  be  allowed  to  point  out  a 
few  particidars  in  which,  1  think,  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  is 
singularly  and  peculiarly  unfitted  to  fill 
the  Office  in  which  he  is  now  placed.  I 
wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  House, 
in  the  first  place,  to  the  observations  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith),  be- 
cause I  think  they  were  very  unfortu- 
nate. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  the  Government  were  actuated  in 
this  appointment  by  a  desire  to  assist 
the  present  Ohief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
io  the  preparation  and  conduct  of  two  or 
three  important  measures  which  are  now 
bef<ne  Parliament,  and  which  they  deem 
esseotial  to  the  preservation  of  peace 
and  order  in  Ireland.  Now,  I  consider 
that  to  be  a  most  ominous  declaration 
on  the  part  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  First  Lord  of  Uie  Treasury.  We 
supposed  before  this  that  the  right  hon. 
and  gsJlant  Gentleman  was  a  kind  of 
assistant  to  the  Ohief  Secretary  for  an 
himr  in  the  evening ;  but  now  we  are 
told  that  he  is  a  Member  of  the  Irish 
Orinnei,  and  is  appointed  to  give  ad- 
jwe  as  to  measures  of  importance  in 
eonneotion  with  Ireland. 

Ma.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  No;  the 
lifst  liord  of  the  TreasuTj  did  not  say 
fliat.    The  Parliamentary  XJnder  Seore- 
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tary  is   not  a  Member  of  any  Irish 
Oabinet. 

Mr.  DILLON :  Of  course  I  spoke 
metaphorically.  When  I  used  the  ex- 
pression, "Irish  Cabinet,"  I  meant  the 
Body  that  controls  and  directs  Irish 
Business.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  distinctly 
stated  that  the  chief  object  of  calling 
the  right  hen.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  to  the  position 
he  now  occupies  was,  that  he  should 
assist  the  Government  with  his  know- 
ledge of  Ireland  and  with  his  advice  in 
modelling  great  measures  to  be  laid 
before  Parliament.  In  my  ears  that 
was  a  most  ominous  declaration,  because 
it  amounted  to  this,  that  not  only  were 
we,  in  the  future,  to  look  to  the  influence  of 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Thanet  Division  of  Kent 
in  the  administration  of  the  law  in  Ire- 
land, but  even  in  the  shaping  of  Irish 
legislation  in  this  House  ne  was  to  be 
behind  the  scenes.  Having  that  in  my 
mind,  there  are  certain  things  that 
have  occurred  in  Ireland  quite  recently, 
which,  in  view  of  these  facts,  are  ex- 
ceedingly interesting.  Within  the  last 
fortnight  a  practice  has  been  revived  in 
Ireland  which  has  been  renounced  for 
three  years,  the  practice  of  calling  what 
are  known  as  Eival  Loyalist  demonstra* 
tions  in  Ulster  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
pressing liberty  of  speech ;  and  it  is  a 
most  singular  and  ominous  thing  that 
the  revival  of  that  practice  should  have 
synchronized  with  the  appointment  of 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  who 
has  now  a  potential  voice  in  Irish  afi^airs 
— our  memory  has  been  refreshed  in  re- 
gard to  this  subject  by  a  speech  which 
Sir  George  Trevelyan  has  delivered  this 
evening  in  London.  Sir  George  Trevelyan 
reminded  his  hearers  of  the  time  when 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  Thanet  Division  of 
Kent  denounced  him  and  Lord  Spencer 
for  giving  protection  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
North  Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy),  when 
he  attempted  to  address  meetings  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  ;  and  Sir  George 
Trevelyan  went  on  to  say  that  the  Coer- 
cion Bill  was  framed  for  the  suppression 
of  the  National  League.  The  House 
will  see  how  that  bears  on  the  condition 
of  Ireland  at  the  present  moment.  When 
a   meeting    is    summoned   to   protest 
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a^nst  the  Coercion  Bill,  the  Orangemen 
call  a  counter  demonstration;  the  Execu- 
tive denounces  both  meetings,  and  the 
people  of  Ulster  are  not  allowed  to  ex- 
press their  opinion  at  all  upon  the  Bill. 
A  man  whose  past  career  entitles  us  to 
Buspect  that  he  is  at  this  hour  in  collu- 
sion with  these  very  Orange  Societies  in 
Ulster  is  now  a  great  power  in  the  con- 
trol of  the  Executive ;  and,  for  aught  we 
know,  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man the  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary 
for  Ireland  may  be  telling  the  masters  of 
the  Orange  Lodges  in  Ulster  to  summon 
these  counter  meetings  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  a  legitimate  expression  of 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  policy  of  the 
Government.  Is  this  a  state  of  things 
that  ought  to  be  tolerated  ?  This  is  the 
reason  why  the  political  actions  of  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Thanet  Division  of 
Kent  are  brought  under  discussion.  We 
are  desirous  of  showing  that  we  are 
justified  in  the  suspicions  and  fears 
which  wo  entertain  as  to  what  his  con- 
duct will  be  in  the  future.  I  think  I 
have  established  some  case  for  holding 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
more  or  less  responsible  for  these  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Province  of  Ulster.  I 
put  it  to  the  House — to  hon.  Members 
of  all  shades  of  political  opinion — Can 
there  be  a  more  unkind  or  cruel  mode  of 
proceeding  than  to  proclaim  legitimate 
meetings,  and  thus  suppress  the  right  of 
freedom  of  speech  at  a  most  critical 
time,  simply  because  the  Orangemen 
put  out  placards  announcing  rival  de- 
monstrations. This  is  the  very  thing 
which  Lord  Spencer  moved  armies  into 
Ulster  to  prevent. 

Colonel  KING-HABMAN  (Isle  of 
Thanet) :  I  may  say  at  once  that  there 
is  not  the  slightest  word  of  foundation 
for  the  suggestion. 

Mb.  DILLON:  There  is  not  the 
slightest  word  of  foundation  for  what 
Buggestion  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  :  For  the 
suggestion  that  I  have  encouraged  the 
Orangemen  to  call  counter  demonstra- 
tions. 

Mb.  DILLON :  Does  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  say  that  there  is 
not  the  slightest  word  of  foundation  for 
the  suggestion  that  the  policy  of  Lord 
Spencer  in  this  respect  has  been  departed 
from,  and  that  there  is  an  end  of  liberty 
of  speech  in  Ulster ;  and  does  he  mean 
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to  say  that  that  has  not  taken  place  since 
he  came  into  Office,  and  that  now  the 
Orangemen  are  entitled  to  boast,  as  they 
did  not  dare  to  boast  when  Lord  Spencer 
was  in  Ireland,  that  a  Nationalist  meet- 
ing cannot  be  held  in  Ulster  ?  Does  he 
deny  that  he  denounced  Lord  Spencer 
for  the  action  he  took  in  protecting 
Nationalist  meetings  in  Ulster  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  :  Yes,  I 
do. 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  now  travelling  beyond  the  lines  of 
the  subject  before  the  Committee, 

Me.  DILLON :  Well,  Mr.  Courtney, 
I  submit  to  your  ruling ;  but  I  think  the 
Government  will  show  very  scant  con- 
sideration to  the  feelings  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  if  they  refuse  to  give  us  some 
opportunity  of  discussing  fully  and  fairly 
this  appointment.    It  is  at  least  unusufd 
to  make  an  appointment  of  this  kind, 
surrounded  as  it  is  with  circumstances 
of  suspicion,  at  such'  a  time ;  and  to  do  it 
in  such  a  way  that   by  the   technical 
ruling  of  the  Chair  we  are  robbed  of  our 
right  of  discussing  it  fully  and  fairly  is, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  striking  below  the 
belt.     Of  course,  I  will  not  pursue  that 
branch  of  the  subject  further.    I  think  I 
am  entitled,  however,  before  I  sit  down 
to  answer  three  questions  that  were  put 
directly  to  me  or  to  the  hon.  Members 
who  sit  on  these  Benches  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland.     I    shall   confine    myself    as 
closely  as  I  can  to  the  direct  answers  to 
the  questions  put  and  challenges  given. 
I  shall  not  enter  into  the  details  con- 
nected with  those  questions.     The  right 
hon.    Gentleman    the  Chief  Secretary 
asked  me  if  I  denied  that   Griffith's 
valuation  of  the  property  of  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber  for  the  Isle  of  Thanet  was   made 
when    prices  were    much    lower.       X 
do  deny  it.     He  asked  me  if  I  denied 
that  Griffith's   valuation    being  made 
for    purposes    of   taxation   was   made 
below  the  actual  value  ?    I  do  deny  it« 
And,  further,  he  asked  me  whether,  iix 
view  of  the  statement  of  fact  made  by 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentlemaxx 
the  Member  for  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  tha.^ 
Gentleman  could  be  described  as  a  land* 
lord  who  acted  harshly  and  imjustly  *^o 
his  tenants  ?     I  say  yes ;  and  I  say  th^f; 
the  proofs  and  records  of  the  Commis^ 
sion  show  that  in  many  P&rts  of  Jrelax^^)^ 
the  rent  as  fixed  by  Griffith's  valuatiox^ 
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is  at  the  present  time  double  what  it 
wodd  be  if  a  fair  rent  were  fixed.  I 
My,  moreoyer,  that  a  man  who  continues 
to  charge  doable  rents  as  long  as  he  is 
allowed  ia  unfitted  to  be  made  respon- 
sible for  the  government  of  Ireland; 
and  while  I  do  not  contend  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  can  be  justly  described 
as  the  worst  landlord  in  Ireland,  I  do 
distiootly  belieye  that  he  has  acted 
harshly  and  unjustly  to  his  tenants,  and 
that  he  would  to-day  but  for  the  in- 
tervention of  the  Courts  of  Law,  be 
charging  many  of  them  double  the  value 
of  their  land. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £3,829,800, 
be  g^nted  for  the  said  Services." — 
(Mr.  Dilkn,) 

The  chief  SEOBETARYfor  IRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  A.  J.    Balfoub)    (Man- 
chester, £.) :  I  do  not  rise  to  continue 
this   discussion    in    any    controversial 
nirit,    but    merely   to    reassure    hon. 
Members  upon  one  or  two  points.    It 
leems  to  appear  to  them  that  my  right 
hon.  and  g^ant  Friend  the  Member  for 
the  Isle  of  Thanet  occupies  a  different 
position  from  other  Under  Secretaries, 
that  he  has  a  greater  share   in   the 
administration  of  the  Irish  Department 
than  they  have  in  the  administration  of 
their  respective  Departments.     I  can 
assure  the  hon.  Member  that  that  view 
of  the  position  of  my  right  hon.   and 
gallant    Friend   is    not   correct.     The 
other  question  was  with  regard  to  the 
meetings  in  Ulster.    That  is  a  question 
which  deserves  the  attention  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and   I  can   promise  that  it 
shall  have  my  careful  consideration. 

Mb.  CHANGE  (Kilkenny,  S.):  A 
discuaaioii  of  this  kind  places  us  in  a 
very  inconvenient  position.  The  Go- 
vernment have  the  great  advantage  of 
being  able  to  tell  the  whole  of  their  case ; 
but  when  we  attempt  to  answer  the 
qQesttooa  which  they  have  raised,  we 
are,  unfortunately,  by  the  Bules  of  De- 
b^e,  more  or  less  out  of  Order.  I  always 
listen  with  pleasure  to  any  remark  that 
may  fall  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland.  He 
aanally  l^ves  a  record  behind  him,  and 
givea  ua  material  for  further  observa- 
tions. He  htas  done  so  in  the  present 
insUaee.  He  has  told  us  that  we  com- 
plam  of  hifl  sfldary.  I  am  perfectly 
of  any  obseryations  of  ours  to 


that  effect.  He  says  that  his  duties  are 
onerous  and  difficult.  We  admit  that. 
But  we  must  also  say  that,  while  we  do 
not  think  his  salary  too  large  for  any 
Gentleman  who  adequately  discharges 
the  duties  imposed  upon  him,  we  thmk 
it  is  too  large  when  those  duties  are 
inefficiently  performed.  In  the  course 
of  his  observations,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman referred  to  our  complaint  that  he 
is  so  often  absent  from  his  place  in  the 
House,  and  said  that,  inasmuch  as  we, 
at  the  same  time,  complained  of  his 
continued  absence  from  Dublin,  we  were 
taking  up  an  inconsistent  position. 
Well,  what  are  the  facts?  He  is  not 
in  Ireland,  and  he  is  not  in  the  House, 
except  when  he  comes  down  to  flout  and 
gibe  at  these  Benches  on  the  Coercion 
Bill,  or  to  assist  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  in 
the  pleasant  occupation  of  shutting  our 
mouths  with  the  closure.  We  would  not 
object  to  him  being  in  Ireland ;  but  at 
present  he  seems  to  be  in  some  place  of 
which  we  know  nothing.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  said  that, 
so  far,  the  Under  Secretary  has  received 
no  reward.  That  implies  that  he  will 
eventually  receive  some  reward.  [Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfoub  :  Hear,  hear !]  I  only 
hope  that  whatever  that  remuneration  is 
it  will  be  given  rapidly,  in  order  that 
we  may  have  an  opportunity  of  raising 
fairly  and  squarely  the  whole  subject. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  made  one  observation  which 
was  very  alarming  in  its  character.  He 
said  that  the  Questions  on  the  Paper  for 
this  evening  had  reference  solely  to  small 
local  matters.  But  he  omitted  all  refer- 
ence to  one  of  those  Questions  until 
twice,  in  a  rather  marked  manner,  I 
drew  attention  to  it.  It  was  Question 
No.  11,  in  which  an  hon.  Member  asked 
him  whether  certain  landlords  within  the 
Monaghan  Union  had  notified  to  the 
Guardians  their  intention  of  evicting  65 
families  forthwith  ?  I  only  draw  atten- 
tion to  this  because  we  were  informed 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  that  the  replies  of 
the  Under  Secretary  were  given  on  behalf 
of  the  Government,  and  immediately 
afterwards  the  Chief  Secretary  told  us 
that  his  right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
was  not  a  responsible  Member  of  the 
Irish  Administration.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary must  recollect  that  we  have  no 
representative  whatever  in  Ireland,  and 
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that  wo  have  no  means  vkKtever  of 
getting  at  the  ears  of  an;  person  there 
vhoknovs  about  these  matters.  A  yerj 
long  experience  on  these  Benches  has 
shown  hon.  Members  that  applying  to 
Permanent  Officials  ia  absolutely  fruit- 
less. We  have  been  told  that  the  right 
hott.  and  gallaDt  Qentleman  the  Member 
for  the  Isle  of  Thanet  has  discharged  bis 
duties  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  I  pre- 
sume the  righthon.Qentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  was  not  in  the  House  some 
days  ago  when  the  Question  of  the 
evictions  on  liorA  Granard's  estate  was 
asked.  lehouldliketoknowifthe  manner 
in  vhich  that  Question  vas  answered 
is  considered  by  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
be  consistent  with  a  satisfactory  die- 
charge  of  dnty!*  The  Committee  will 
recollect  that  upon  that  occasion  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Member  stated 
that  the  Ecclesiastical  Authorities  were 
responsible  for  those  evictions ;  and  he 
went  on  to  answer  a  further  Question 
in  a  manner  which  made  a  distinct  im< 
preesion  upon  the  mind  of  the  House 
that  those  Eccleeiaatica]  Authorities  were 
BO  responsible.  I  denied  that  statement, 
and  I  was  supported  in  my  denial  by 
the  noble  Lord  himself.  I  shall  be 
surprised  to  hear  that  a  statement  of  that 
land  meets  with  the  admiratiou  of  the 
Chief  Secretary.  What  I  want  to  point 
out  is  this— we  have  had  some  consider- 
able experience  of  Government  officials, 
and  in  this  House  we  have  seen  Members 
of  the  Oovemment  defend  in  unmeasured 
language  Permanent  Officials  who  after- 
wards turned  out  to  be  criminals  of  a 
disgusting  character.  We  warn  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  if  be  makes 
himself  the  champion  of  all  the  officials 
of  Uublin  Castle  they  will  drag  him 
down  with  them.  If  he  believes  every- 
thing they  say  they  will  go  from  excess 
to  excess;  but  if  he  would  make  some 
effort  to  get  information  for  himself,  and 
not  depend  entirely  upon  the  officials, 
■""^  -isults  might  be  hoped  for. 

KENNY  (Cork,  8.):  The  re- 
af  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
t  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  were  amply 
1,  it  only  b^  the  one  item  ex- 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ief  Secretary.  I  refer  to  the 
and  suppression  of  Nationalist 
|;b  in  Ulster,  a  practice  which  has 
vived  in  so  auspidous  a  manner 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
ember  for  the  Isle  of  Thanet 
'.  Cfcww  


(Colonel Eing-Harman).  Therighthon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  said  that 
the  subject  was  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Government,  and  I  hope  that 
when  the  nest  Orange  meeting  is  called 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  some  local 
magistrate  to  go  and  swear  an  informa- 
tiou  that  two  meetings  near  each  other 
are  to  be  held  and  are  likely  to  lead  to 
a  broach  of  the  peace,  the  second  meet- 
ing will  be  suppressed,  and  those  who 
attempted  to  hold  the  first  meeting  will 
not  be  interfered  with.  Irish  Members 
are  compelled  to  put  Questions  on  mat- 
ters of  trifling  importance  to  the  Gbiri 
Secretary,  because  there  ia  no  permanent 
official  in  Ireland  amenable  to  public 
opinion.  In  England  . such  officials  know 
that  any  malfeasance  in  office  will  be 
visited  severely  by  public  opinion,  and 
this  knowledge  is  a  powerful  factor  in 
restraining  them  from  committing  any 
excesses.  That  is  not  the  case  inlreland. 
There  an  official  does  not  look  upon 
himself  as  a  servant  of  the  public,  but 
as  the  master  of  the  public.  That  is 
one  reason  why  we  put  Questions  in  this 
House,  on  what  appear  to  the  philo- 
sophical mind  of  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  to  be  small  end 
trivial  subjects.  No  doubt  it  may  be 
annoying  to  him  to  bave  to  come  down 
to  this  House  and  answer  Questions  on 
such  matters ;  hut  he  is  paid  for  it,  and 
I  think  he  ought  not  to  employ  a 
journeyman  to  do  the  work  for  him. 
Certainly,  if  he  does  employ  a  journey- 
man he  ought  to  employ  one  who  knows 
his  trade.  The  appointment  of  the 
Under  Secretary  is  an  admirable  ex- 
ample of  the  manner  in  which  the  Go'~ 
vernment  of  Ireland  is  conducted.  If 
the  Government  had  not  been  infected 
with  the  usual  ineptitude  which  followed 
the  footsteps  of  those  who  attempt  to 
govern  Ireland  against  her  will,  they 
would  have  seen  that  the  right  boo.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Isle  of  Thanet  was  the  last  man  in  the 
world  who  should  bave  been  chosen  for 
a  post  of  this  kind.  There  is  not  a  maa 
who  is  looked  upon  with  greater  sub- 
picien  than  one  with  such  a  record.  X 
remember  the  career  of  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman,  andlremembexr 
taking  a  very  humble  part  in  some  of 
the  contests  in  which  be  has  been  Qrk~ 
gaged.  I  think  that  one  of  the  first 
subscriptions  I  ever  gave  was  to  a  fiiiLd 
for  his  election  expenses  when  he  was  -^ 


201 


SuppI^^ 


{Mat  16,  1887} 


Civil  8erviee9. 


202 


Uome  Bale  candidate.  I  would  j  ust  refer 
to  the  fact  that  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Oentleman  has  repudiated  with  great 
heat,  and  possibly  with  a  great  deal  of 
jostification,  the  imputation  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Tyrone 
(Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny)  about  the  money  he 
received  for  his  estates.  I  would  point 
oat  that  my  hon.  Friend  only  repeated 
aa  assertion  which  has  been  publicly 
made  in  Ireland,  and  which  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  did  not 
contradict. 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  well  aware  that  I  stopped  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Tyrone  from  entering 
into  that  subject. 

Dh.  KENNY  :   Then,  Sir,  I  will  not 
enter  into  that.      I  must,  however,  pro- 
test against  the  manner  in  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  (Mr.  A.  J. 
BiJfour)  has  treated  the  Irish  Members. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  treated 
us  with  the  most  supercilious  indiffer- 
ence. He  is  not  entitled  to  adopt  towards 
ns  the  attitude  and  the  manner  which 
he  is  very  much  in  the  habit  of  adopting 
liere.    li  he  did  not  do  so  he  would  not 
require  so  often  to  seek  protection  under 
the  wing  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith),  who  is  always  ready  to 
come  forward  in  his  best  Mrs.  Gamp  man- 
ner on  behalf  of  hisFriends  in  this  House. 
The  right  hon.   Gentleman   the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  would,  also,  have 
much  more  time  to  give  to  those  studies 
in   which  he  appears  to  be  so  much 
wrapped  np,  if   he  would  take  more 
troubie  to  inform  himself  on  the  points 
to  which  inquiries  are  directed  in  this 
House,  and  would  take  some  steps  to 
eurb  the  pride  of  officials  in  Ireland. 

Sib  JOSEPH  PEASE  (Durham, 
Barnard  Castle) :  I  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  appealing  to  the  Committee  that  this 
long  and  painful  discussion  should  be 
brought  to  a  close.    I  would  make  a 

r^ial  appeal  to  hon.  Members  below 
Gangway  on  this — the  Opposition — 
nde  of  the  House.  I  haye  had  a  long 
acquaintance — I  may  say  friendship — 
wiUi  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieatenant  (Colonel  King-Harman),and 
I  am  sorry  that  he  has  been  placed  in 
file  position  of  having  his  conduct  called 
in  question.  I  looked  upon  his  appoint- 
Bieiit  fiom  the  first  moment  I  heard  of 


it  as  the  appointment  of  an  honourable 
man.  I  am  utterly  unable  to  sym- 
pathize with  the  proposal  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  salary  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour). 
For  many  years  I  have  held  the  opinion 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  has  far  more  duties  placed 
upon  his  shoulders  than  any  mortal  man 
can  discharge  as  long  as  Ireland  is 
governed  through  Dublin  Castle  in  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  goyemed 
since  I  came  into  Parliament.  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  is  practically 
the  head  of  all  the  Irish  Departments  in 
this  House,  and  up  to  a  short  time  ago 
he  was  practically  without  assistance. 
He  has  had  to  look  after  all  the  Depart- 
ments which  in  England  and  Scotland 
are  divided  among  half  a  dozen  officers ; 
and  I  have  always  thought  that  the  step 
which  has  lately  been  taken  of  ap- 
pointing an  Under  Secretary  ought  to 
to  have  been  taken  long  ago.  The  pro- 
posal to-night  is  to  reduce  the  salary  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, because  he  has  an  unpaid 
assistant.  I  am  not  going  to  say  that 
in  my  humble  opinion  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  present  Chief  Secretai^  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  of  the  assistant 
Chief  Secretary,  was  the  very  best  ap- 
pointments that  Her  Majesty ^s  Ad- 
ministration could  haye  made ;  but,  I 
think,  if  we  are  dissatisfied  we  ought 
rather  to  attack  the  men  than  the  monej. 
If  the  Chief  Secretary  is  the  wrong 
man,  we  ought  to  have  a  Besolution 
directed,  not  against  the  salary,  but 
against  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  him- 
self. The  salary  is  not  too  large.  My 
belief  is  that  the  total  amount  ought  to 
be  increased  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
an  assistant.  Holding  these  views, 
although  I  do  think  that  now  and 
then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  does  answer  Questions 
and  join  in  debate  in  a  manner  which 
somewhat  irritates  Gentlemen  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  both  above  and 
below  the  Gangway,  I  cannot  vote  to- 
night for  the  diminution  of  the  salary 
which  I  think  he  is  trying  to  earn  to 
the  best  of  his  ability  by  the  tenure  of 
an  Office  which  I  certainly  do  not  envy 
him  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland):  lam  sorry  to* continue  the 
discussion  at  this  hour  of  the  night,  but 
I  wish  to  make  only  one  or  two  obser- 


203 


Supply-^ 


{COMMONS} 


Civil  S^rvicei. 


204 


vations.    In  the  first  place,  I  wish  to 
point  out  to  my  hon.  Friend  who  has 
just  spoken  that  our  contention  is  not 
that  the  salary  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  to  the    Lord 
Lieutenant  is  too  large  for  the  work  he 
has  to  do,  but  that — and  I  do  not  wish 
to  be  guilty  of  any  discourtesy  in  saying 
this — he  has  not  *  performed  the  duties 
of  his  Office,  having  in  this  differed  from 
all  his  Predecessors.    I  must  say  that  I 
think  the  Ministers  of  all  Departments 
in  this  country,   and  especially  those 
having  seats  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
are  entirely  too  hard  worked.    That  is 
one  of  the  matters  that  will  have  to  be 
reformed  by-and-bye  in   the  adminis- 
tration of  this  country.    At  the  same 
time,  I  think  that  Ministers  generally 
set  a  good  example  to  the  rest  of  the 
country  by  the  manner  in  which  they 
stick  to  their  work  by  night  and  by  day, 
and  sacrifice  their  convenience,  and  fre- 
quently their  health,  in  the  performance 
of  their  official  duties.     Our  complaint 
against  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  is,  that  he 
does  not  follow  their  good  example.    I 
would  point  out  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlenfan  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
attends  to   his   duties  with  great   as- 
siduity, and  that  he  is  not  as  young  a 
man  as  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland. 
I  say  it  in  no  invidious  sense.    But  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  is  the  only 
single    Member    on  that   Bench  in  a 
Ministerial  position  who  is  not  here  at 
Question  time  to  answer  Questions,  and 
who  does  not  take  the  interest  in  his 
Office,  and  devote  that  labour  to  it  which 
would  accord  with  the  best  traditions  of 
this  country.    That  is  what  my  objection 
to  this  Vote  is  based  upon.    I  dare  say 
that  the  question  of  salary  will  by-and- 
bye  come  to  be  one  of  interest  to  Gen- 
tlemen on  these  Benches.  We  shall  then 
be  quite  ready  to  pay  more  money,  be- 
cause, at  least,  five  persons  will  carry 
out  the  duties  now  assigned  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland.    As  to  the  ques- 
tion   of    the   proclaimed    meetings    in 
Ulster,  whilst  I  acknowledge  to  the  full 
the  courtesy  and  readiness  with  which 
the    right   hon.   Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  imdertook  to  look 
into  that  question,  I  must  express  my 
disappointment  that  he  is  only  going  to 
look  into  it  now. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND   (Mr.    A.  J.  Balfoub)    (Man- 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor 


Chester,  E.) :  I  said  I  was  looking  into 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR:  Well,  I  am 
very  glad  to  hear  it.  I  would  just  point 
out  that  more  than  one  of  these  meetings 
has  been  prohibited.  That  is  a  step 
which  ought  not  to  be  taken,  except  on 
the  advice  of  the  highest  Executive 
Officer,  and  it  throws  a  great  light  on 
the  way  affairs  are  managed  in  Ireland 
when  we  hear  that  such  a  step  could  be 
taken  without  the  knowledge  and  con- 
sent of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland. 
However,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
promised  to  look  into  the  matter.  As 
to  the  appointment  of  the  Parliamentary 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King- 
Harman),  the  Committee  must  see  the 
inconvenient  position  in  which  we  are 
placed.  I  regret  that  it  has  been  felt 
necessary  to  make  anything  in  the 
nature  of  a  personal  attack  upon  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant.  I  am  sure  that 
this  is  not  done  with  any  willing- 
ness. But  when  a  man  is  appointed  to 
any  Office  he  must  be  prepared  to  have 
his  life  and  actions  subjected  to  the 
strictest  scrutiny.  I  understood  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  say  that 
he  thought  an  opportunity  ought  to  be 
given  for  a  discussion  respecting  the 
creation  of  the  Office  of  Under  Secretary 
for  Ireland.  I  should  like  to  know  what 
opportunity  will  be  given.  I  am  sure 
that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  can 
give  us  some  assurance  on  that  point 
he  would  put  an  end  to  this  debate  for 
the  evening.  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  himself  recognize  that 
we  are  placed  in  an  entirely  unconstitu- 
tional position  when  we  have  a  man  ap- 
pointed to  high  Office,  and,  because  no 
salary  is  attached  to  that  Office,  are  de- 
prived of  all  opportunity  of  oritioizing 
the  appointment. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  intention 
has  always  been  to  bring  in  a  Bill  which 
will  give  the  hon.  Member  the  oppor* 
tunity  he  asks  for.  [OiV#  o/'»  When?"] 
This  Session. 

Mb.  W.  REDMOND  (Feimanagh,N.): 
I  must  say  it  is  a  matter  for  regret  that 
this  discussion  was  not  allowed,  under 
the  circumstances,  to  be  taken  earlier  in. 
the  evening,  because  it  is  a  subject  upon, 
which,  I  believe,  every  member  of  the 
Party  to  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
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belong  might  legitimately  contribute  a 
speeoh.    If  there   had  been   no    other 
reason  for  taking  part  in  a  discussion  on 
the  Chief  Secretary's  salary,  I  consider 
that  ample  reason  was   given   by   the 
speech  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  made  in  reply  to  the 
speech  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon).    I  look 
upon  the  conduct  generally  of  the  right 
hoD.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  as  being  absolutely  insulting  to 
the  Irish  Members.    It  seems  to  me  to 
be  nothing  less  than  an  insult,  when  a 
Bepresentatiye  of  Ireland,  according  to 
bis  rights,  puts  a  Question  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  in  this  House  for 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  not  to  con- 
descend to  reply,  but  to  pitch  the  Ques- 
tion down  the  Treasury  Bench  to  the 
Under  Secretary.    That  is  a  course  of 
conduct  which  has  never  been  adopted 
in  this  House  before,  and  it  is  a  course 
of  conduct  which  will  not  make  matters 
more  eaay  in  Ireland  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  or  his  Government,  because 
it  cannot  be  taken  otherwise   than  as 
insulting  to  the  Irish  Bepresentatives. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  sneers  at  the 
Questionfl  we  put  on  the   Paper.    He 
seems  not  to  be  aware  that  in  so  sneer- 
ing he  is  bringing  forward  one  of  the 
best  arguments  for  Home  Bule.    The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  a  short  time  ago 
read  out  some  of  the  Qaestions  which 
appeared    on    the  Paper   to-day,  and 
sneered  in  a  lofty  manner  at  their  insig- 
nificance.    What  we  contend  is  that  you, 
by  your  system  of  Government,  compel 
08  to  bring  such   matters   before  this 
House.    As  long  as  we  have  no  Court  of 
Appeal,  but  this  House,  it  is  an  absolute 
tnd  wanton  insult  for  the   right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to  sneer 
at  our  questions,  and  to  say  that  they 
are  insignificant.    He  knows  that  they 
are  of  the  highest  and  first  importance 
to  the  people  of  our  constituencies  who 
delegate  as  to  ask  them.    I  do  not  wish 
to  pursue  this  matter  further,  except  to 
Bay  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  and  his  Go- 
Temment  wished  to  get  any  assistance 
in  eonnection  with  ^ish  matters,  they 
might  at  least,  if  they  were  wise,  with- 
out going  into  the  character  of  the  right 
hoo.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Member 
fior  the  lale  of  Thanet  (Colonel  Eing- 
Haiman)  at  all,  have  appointed  a  Gentle- 
laan  who,  at  least,  wouia  receive  the  sup- 


?ort  and  confidence  of  the  Irish  people, 
challenge  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman,  if  he  wishes  to  test  the  feeling 
of  the  Irish  people,  to  call  a  meeting  in 
any  part  of  Ireland,  and  ask  whemer 
it  will  give  him  its  confidence.  The 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  is 
an  outcast  from  the  National  Party, 
and  is  not  a  very  popular  member 
of  the  Party  to  which  he  now  belongs, 
so  that  he  is  looked  upon  with  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  distrust  by  all  parties 
in  the  country.  The  appointment  is  an 
unfortunate  one  for  the  Government. 
This  debate,  short  as  it  has  been,  will 
do  some  good,  for  it  will  open  the  eyes 
of  the  public  to  what  we  complain  of  in 
the  Government  of  Ireland.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour), 
whose  position  has  been  described  as  of 
such  great  importance,  admits  that  he 
has  never  been  a  single  week  in  our 
country.  If  anybody  asked  me  for  a 
definition  of  tyranny,  I  should  say — 
'*  Select  a  man  who  has  never  been  in  a 
country  for  a  single  week,  and  allow 
him  to  govern  it  as  he  pleases,  against 
the  direct  wishes  of  the  people."  That 
is  what  has  been  done  here,  and  that  is 
why  we  say  that  the  Government  of  Ire- 
land is  a  tyranny  of  the  blackest  kind. 

Mr.  ILLINGWORTH  (Bradford, 
W.) :  I  wish  to  ask  a  Question  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
I  understood  him  to  say  that  the  sup- 
pression of  public  meetings,  owing  to 
the  organization  of  rival  meetings,  will 
have  his  immediate  attention.  I  wish 
to  ask  whether  it  is  the  case  that  the 
two  meetings  already  suppressed  were 
suppressed  without  his  knowledge,  and 
without  the  sanction  of  his  Government, 
and  that  the  Government  have  reversed 
the  policy  of  their  Predecessors,  and  are 
defending  the  right  of  free  speech  and 
public  meeting. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  policy  to 
be  pursued  at  the  meetings  rests  with 
the  authorities  on  the  spot,  but  the 
general  policy  rests  with  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork,  Co.,  Mid) :  We 
are  called  upon  to  pass  a  certain  Vote, 
and,  for  my  part,  I  do  not  see  why  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  should  not  be  paid  like 
any  other  servant.  But  what  we  ^  are 
called  upon  to  do  is  to  give  the  right 
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hon.  Gentleman  a  character.  That,  Sir, 
I  Recline  to  do.  Distinctly  I  dedine  to 
do  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
deliberately  insulted  Members  on  these 
Benches  to-night.  I  simply  say  this.  I 
got  up  to  say  it.  I  should  dismiss  the 
servant  with  his  salary,  giving  him  the 
worst  character  I  possibly  could. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  (fmrftf(?:T-Ayes  85  ; 
Noes  187:  Majority  102.— (Div.  List, 
No.  148.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  DILLON :  I  wish  to  put  a  ques- 
tion or  two,  and  call  the  attention  oi  the 
Committee  to  the  extraordinary  action 
of  some  officials  of  the  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy in  Ireland.  The  official  to  whose 
conduct  I  desire  particularly  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  is  the  Official 
Assignee;  and  a  proceeding  has  been, 
and  is,  carried  on  in  the  Court  almost,  I 
believe,  unparalleled.  A  reverend  gen- 
tleman has  been  arrested,  and  has  been 
imprisoned  for  two  months  for  refusing 
to  answer  questions  in  a  suit  pending  in 
the  Court  of  Bankruptcy.  At  the  time 
he  was  arrested,  the  petitioning  creditor 
in  Court  desired  to  drop  the  proceedings 
and  have  done  with  them,  and  the  bank- 
rupt himself  had  disappeared  from  the 
country ;  so  that  both  parties  to  the  suit 
are  desirous  of  an  end  being  put  to  it, 
in  which  case,  of  course,  the  prisoner 
would  be  released  from  an  imprisonment 
most  injurious  .to  the  country,  and  at- 
tended with  great  inconvenience  to  the 
parish  where  he  pursued  his  ministration 
and  to  himself.  The  parties  concerned 
are  willing  and  anxious  to  have  done 
with  the  matter ;  but  the  Assignee  per- 
sists in  carrying  it  on.  I  confess  my 
legal  knowledge  of  the  point  is  limited ; 
but  I  suppose  the  Official  Assignee  exer- 
cises a  discretion  he  possesses ;  but  I  do 
say  it  seems  a  most  extraordinary  provi- 
sion. It  seems  flying  in  the  face  of  all 
common  sense  that  there  should  be  this 
deadlock  and  expense  and  general  in- 
convenience, and  that  it  should  be  main- 
tained in  spite  of  the  wishes  of  the  parties 
directly  concerned.  I  propose  to  move 
a  reduction  by  a  sum — I  do  not  know 
exactly  what  the  salary  of  the  Official 
Assignee  is — but  I  will  move  a  reduction 
by  the  sum  of  £600»  to  enable  us  to 
mark  our  opinion  with  regard  to  these 
transactions. 

Dr,  Tanner 


The  CHIEF  SECRETAET  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub)  (Man- 
Chester,  E.) :  I  rise  to  Order,  Mr. 
Courtney.  I  believe  the  Official  As- 
signee is  not  paid  out  of  the  Votes  at 
all,  but  by  fees  from  the  Court; 

Mb.  DILLON :  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman expresses  a  belief.  Perhaps  we 
can  be  informed  if  this  is  so  or  not  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  He  is  not 
paid  from  the  Votes ;  he  is  paid  by  fees 
from  the  Court. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY:  Is  the 
official  wholly  paid  in  this  way,  or  only 
partly  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Wholly.  I 
believe  his  salary  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Vote. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALT:  In  that 
case,  I  would  ask  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  whether  the  rules  relating  to 
the  regulation  of  the  Court  and  the  Offi- 
cial Assignee  have  yet  been  published  ? 
He  will  remember  my  putting  a  number 
of  Questions  on  the  point.  Have  the 
new  rules  been  published  yet  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  job 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (DubHn  Uni- 
versity) :  The  rules  to  which  I  referred, 
and  as  to  which  I  did  not  promise,  for  I 
had  no  power  to  do  so,  have  not  yet 
been  promulgated.  The  officials,  at  the 
invitation  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  have 
already  drawn  up  certain  rules. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY :  When  is 
it  probable  they  will  be  published  ?  It 
is  now  several  months  since  the  question 
was  raised. 

Mb.  holmes  :  Not  several  months, 
I  think.  It  was  during  the  course  of 
the  present  Session.  I  shall  be  glad  to 
obtain  the  information. 

Ma.  T.  C.  HARRINGTON  (Dublin, 
Harbour) :  I  think  the  doctrine  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  has  taken  us 
by  surprise.  We  are  entitled  to  the 
opinion  of  the  Law  Officer  as  to  whether 
the  Official  Assignee  is  paid  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  suggests.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  salary  is  settled  by  Act 
of  Parliament ;  and,  if  I  recollect  aright, 
only  a  portion  comes  out  of  the  Court 
dues.  I  think  we  are  entitled  to  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land as  to  whether  the  Official  Assignee 
is  a  paid  official  of  the  Oown  in  Ire* 
land. 

Mb.  HOLMES:  The  way  in  whick 
the  Official  Assignee  is  paid  is  by  a  per- 
centage of  the  money  collected  by  tite- 
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Court,  not  by  Oourt  fees.  I  think  the 
iion.  Member  will  find  there  is  no  monej 
on  the  Totes  for  the  purpose. 

Me.  T.  0.  HAEEINQTON:  We 
quite  recently  had  a  discussion  under 
the  Estimates  where  an  Official  Assignee 
had  Mb  salary  supplemented  by  a  Vote 
of  the  House  in  addition  to  his  fees. 

Mb.  DILLON :  I  am  not  quite  clear 
whether  we  can  raise  the  discussion 
under  some  item  of  the  Estimates.  The 
statement  of  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  makes  it  extremely  desirable 
there  should  be  that  discussion,  for  that 
statement  tbrows  a  fiood  of  light  on  the 
motiTes  actuating  the  Official  Assignee 
in  insisting  on  prolonging  proceedings 
neither  Party  has  any  desire  to  prolong. 
Of  coarse,  if  his  fees  depend  on  the  pro- 
eeedings  going  on,  it  is  perfectly  pos- 
Bible  the  official  may  be  acting  from 
grossly  unworthy  motives,  and  to  this  I 
am  anxious  to  invite  the  attention  of  the 
Goamiittee,  for  it  is  nothing  short  of  a 
public  scandal. 

Mb.  HOLMES :  I  apprehend  that  the 
^reat  object  in  this  system  of  payment 
18  that  the  Court  may  collect  as  much 
money  as  possible.  The  reason  is  to  en- 
oourage  the  Assignee  to  realize  as  much 
assets  as  possible. 

Mb.  T.  0.  HARRINGTON:  Of 
coarse,  Bir,  we  understand  that,  and  of 
the  ordinary  administration  of  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Oourt  we  do  not  complain.  But 
this  is  a  case  in  which  proceedings  hav- 
ing been  commenced  in  the  Bankruptcy 
Oourt,  the  petitioner  himself  wishes  to 
ntire  from  the  case,  and,  refusing  that 
permiseiony  the'  Official  Assignee  persists 
in  keeping  the  case  in  Oourt,  in  spite  of 
thedeotor  and  creditor  concerned.  If 
these  proceedings  are  going  to  be  sanc- 
tione(J^  I  hope  it  will  not  be  without  the 
oraduet  of  this  official  being  made  the 
•object  of  an  expression  of  opinion  here. 
It  is  a  state  of  things  calculuted  to  ex- 
cite the  grarest  discontent  at  the  system 
ol  administering  this  branch  of  justice. 
I  deny  that  in  ordinary  cases  such  a  pro- 
oseding  woald  have  been  resorted  to, 
and  it  is  onlj  applied  in  this  instance  be- 
ttose  something  of  a  political  character 
has  been  imported  into  the  case.  The 
official^  influenced  by  his  views  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Plan  of  Campaign,  takes  a 
•ome  he  would  not  take  in  an  ordinary 
Mse.  So  wo  have  this  anomalous  state 
of  things,  that  the  case  is  at  an  end,  so 
fvas&e  parties  are  concerned,  for  the 


man  who  commenced  the  suit  refuses  to 
go  on  with  it,  and  one  of  the  witnesses 
is  in  gaol,  detained  there  for  not  answer- 
ing questions  in  reference  to  a  bank- 
ruptcy not  really  before  the  Court  at  all. 
We  do  not  see  even  how  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  Judge  to  release  him.  It 
would  seem  that  the  prisoner  is  to  re- 
main there  for  ever ;  for  I  belieye  it 
was  a  decision  of  one  of  the  Lords  Jus- 
tices that  such  an  imprisonment  could 
not  come  to  an  end  until  the  prisoner 
answers  the  questions.  We  complain 
that  all  this  state  of  things  has  been  pre^ 
cipitated  by  the  misconduct  of  the  Official 
Assigpiee,  and  we  want  some  assurance 
that  the  question  shall  be  closely  looked 
into  and  a  remedy  applied. 

Me.  chance  (Mlkenny,  S.):  One 
of  these  Official  Assignees — a  gentleman 
recently  appointed — ^is  a  Tory  of  a  very 
strong  type 

Thk  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  discussion  is  becoming  irregular. 
It  appears  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  is 
about  to  impugn  the  conduct  of  an 
official  whose  seJary  is  not  provided  for 
in  the  Estimates;  and,  therefore,  it 
would  be  irregular  to  discuss  it. 

Mb.  chance  :  There  is  a  sum  of  £50 
haying  reference  to  the  accounts  of 
Officicd  Assignees  under  sub-head  B  of 
Vote  23.  I  do  not  know  whether  that 
would  make  the  discussion  regular  ? 

Thb  chairman  :  I  do  not  think  it 
would. 

Mr.  p.  McDonald  (Sligo,  N.)  .- 1  can 
point  out  a  means  by  which  we  can 
legitimately  discuss  this  question.  I 
quite  admit  with  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  that  the  Official  Assignee  is 

Said  by  percentage ;  but  there  is  another 
uty  arising  out  of  his  administration, 
and  that  is  the  proper  checking  of  the 
accounts  of  the  Official  Assignee.  The 
checking  of  these  accounts  is  expected  to 
be  made  by  officials  of  the  Court  of 
Bankruptcy  who  are  paid  out  of  the 
Estimates,  therefore,  on  account  of  this,' 
I  claim  the  right  to  discuss  the  manncfr 
in  which  this  checking  has  been  done. 
In  1859  we  had  an  Official  Assignee,. 
Mr.  Hall,  who  left  that  position  owin^ 
to  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  £5,804. 
That  seemed  a  g^ave  deficiency  on  his 
part  at  the  time  and  it'  would  have  been 
fi  XT)  octed""^^*^™ 

The  chairman  :  Order,  order !  I 
thought  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  going 
to  point  out  a  way  in  which  the  conduct 
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of  the  Official  Aesignee  in  respect  to  an 
imprisonment  for  contempt  of  Court 
could  be  called  in  question.  I  do  not 
see  the  connection  of  the  matter  he 
appears  to  be  entering  upon  with  that 
matter. 

Mb.  p.  MoDONALD  :  I  may,  perhaps, 
go  more  briefly  to  the  point.  This 
deficiency  arose  from  the  fact— 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  wish  the  hon. 
Member  to  explain  exactly  how  he  con- 
nects his  observations  with  any  Vote 
before  the  Committee  ? 

Mb.  p.  MoDONALD  :  The  Vote  in- 
cludes a  portion  of  the  salaries  of  officials 
of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  whose  duty 
it  is  to  check  the  accounts  of  the  Official 
Assignee,  to  see  that  the  Official  As- 
signees have  duly  reported  the  payments 
made,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
have  appropriated  them.  I  maintain  it 
is  from  the  want  of  this  checking,  a  duty 
for  which  the  public  pay,  that  reports 
were  not  made  to  the  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy, and,  in  consequence  of  this 
neglect,  deficiencies  have  arisen.  I  have 
mentioned  that  so  late  as  1859  one  of  the 
Official  Assignees 

Mr.  holmes  :  I  am  sorry  to  inter- 
rupt the  hon.  Member ;  but  I  ccmnot 
understand  what  officials  he  is  referring 
to.  So  far  as  I  am  aware  there  is  no 
payment  for  the  auditing  of  these 
accounts  coming  within  these  Estimates. 

Mb.  DILLON :  The  point  we  wish 
to  bring  under  consideration  is  one  that 
impugns  the  action  of  the  Court,  what 
we  consider  a  very  serious  maladminis- 
tration of  the  law  in  the  Irish  Bank- 
ruptcy Court.  Surely  it  will  not  be 
contended  when  the  entire  machinery  of 
that  Court  is  in  the  Estimates  we  are 
debarred  from  raising  this  ?  I  am  not 
lawyer  enough  to  say  what  official  is  re- 
sponsible for  this  maladministration; 
but  I  do  not  suppose  it  is  intended  we 
should  be  shut  out  from  debating  a 
serious  failure  of  justice  when  the  whole 
of  the  expenses  of  the  Court  appears  on 
the  face  of  these  Estimates  ? 

The  CHAIEMAN:  I  am  not  quite 
sure  to  which  maladministration  the 
hon.  Member  refers.  Is  it  to  the  case  of 
imprisonment  for  contempt  ? 

Mb.  DILLON :  No. 

The  CHAIEMAN :  Then  when  did 
this  other  maladministration  happen  ? 

Mb.  DILLON :  It  is  that  of  which  I 
complained  at  first,  and  out  of  it  arose 
the  imprisonment  for  contempt,  that  in 

The  Chairman 


the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  proceedings 
having  been  instituted  by  a  creditor  for 
recovery  of  debt,  the  petitioner,  sub- 
sequently, through  his  solicitor,  desired 
to  withdraw  from  the  proceedings ;  but 
the  Court  and,  as  I  believe,  by  the  in- 
fluence of  improper  motives,  would  not 
allow  proceedings  to  stop,  and  they  go  on 
ad  infinitum  so  far  as  we  know. 

The  CHAIEMAN :  This  maladminis- 
tration, assuming  it  to  be  siioh,  is  totally 
distinct  from  that  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Sligo  (Mr.  P. 
McDonald). 

Mb.  DILLON :  Quite. 

The  CHAIEMAN :  It  is  the  matter 
involving  the  imprisonment  forcontempt 
of  Court,  and  it  cannot  be  discussed 
under  the  Vote  as  it  appears  to  be  due  to 
the  action  of  the  Official  Assignee,  who 
is  not  provided  for  by  the  Vote,  and 
there  are  no  grounds  for  calling  attention 

Mk.  T.  C.  HAEEINGTON  :  We  are 
not  pointing  to  this  conduct  of  the 
Official  Assignee.  I  will  show  in  a 
moment  how  important  it  is  to  draw 
attention  to  this  matter.  We  are  pointing 
to  a  case  tested  in  the  Court  of  Bank* 
ruptcy,  and  the  petitioning  creditor  in 
this  case  wishes  to  withdraw — he  has 
abandoned  his  position.  But  the  case 
goes  on.  He  has  no  money  to  meet  the 
expenses  incurred  in  Court  by  the  pro* 
ceedings  going  on,  and  tho  House  will 
have  to  vote  the  money,  as  I  suppose 
we  are  voting  money  for  similar  cases. 
We  have  to  vote  money  for  maintaining 
litigation  that  both  parties  wish  to 
drop. 

The  CHAIEMAN:  It  is  quite  im- 
possible to  discuss  the  matter  on  this 
Vote. 

Mb.  MAUEICE  HEALY:  On  tho 
point  of  Order,  Sir,  as  regards  the  Offi.- 
cial  Assignee.  Having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  the  Official  Assignee  is  not  paicL 
directly  by  this  House,  whether  he  ia 
not  responsible  to  the  Judge,  whose 
salary  is  directly  concerned  in  the  Vote, 
will  it  not  be  possible  to  discuss  tlxe 
conduct  of  the  Assignee  ? 

Thb  CHAIEMAN:  I  understand  thatt 
the  Judge  himself  is  powerless  in  tlxe 
matter. 

Mb.  DILLON :  No,  Sir.  On  the  pre^ 
▼ious  occasion  you  ruled  that  we  coal<^ 
not  discuss  the  conduct  of  the  Jud^o 
when  I  was  under  the  impression 
could  do  so,  not  appreciatmg  the 
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ttootlon  between  the  Vote  of  the  Oom- 
mictee  and  the  charge  on  the  Oon- 
solidated  Fund.  I  submitted  at  once 
to  the  roling;  but  the  charges  for  the 
Courts  are  voted  in  the  Estimates,  and 
I  belieye  that  we  might  discuss  the  con- 
duct of  the  official  of  the  Oonrt  of 
Bankruptcy. 

Mb,  p.  McDonald  :  If  I  might  be 
allowed  to  call  attention  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  James,  I  think  it  would  directly  and 
immediately  show  that  there  has  been  a 
want  of  the  performance  of  duty  on  the 
part  of  an  officer  of  the  Court  in  not 
cheeking  the  accounts  of  Mr.  James, 
and  ^at  the  Official  Assigpiee  became  a 
de£anlter  under  circumstances  we  might 


The  OHAIBMAN:  The  case  intro- 
duced by  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Sligo  is  totally  alien  from  the  other 
point  under  the  notice  of  the  Committee, 
and  has  no  reference  to  it.  Imperfectly 
informed,  as  I  am,  I  am  not  able  to  say 
whether  it  could  or  could  not  be  dis- 
aitsed.  The  substantial  point  raised  was 
ioreferencetothecommittalf or  contempt, 
the  action  of  the  Official  Assignee,  and 
tiiat  apparently  does  not  come  within 
the  cognizance  of  the  Committee,  as  the 
lalaiy  of  that  official  does  not  come  in 
theYote. 

Mb.  OHANCE:  In  reference  to  the 
oommittal  for  contempt,  there  is  an 
item  for  the  expenses  of  the  Court  mes- 
sengers who  went  down  to  arrest  the 
rer.  gentleman,  in  the  sum  we  are 
▼oting,  together  with  the  expenses  of 
conducting  Father  Keller  to  gaol.  Will 
it  not  be  open  to  the  Committee  to  dis- 
cuss the  circumstances  under  which  such 
expenses  were  incurred  ? 

Thb  CHAIRMAN!  No ;  I  think  that 
eoonection  is  much  too  remote. 

Mb.  DILLON :  I  submit  to  your  ruling, 

Bb",  in  reference  to  the  committal  and  de- 

teotion  of  Father  Keller ;  but  I  do  trust 

ike  Goremment  will  give  us  some  con- 

eenioa  in  the  matter  I  will  now  bring 

forward.     I  recently  visited  my  friend 

in  prison,  where  he  has  been  for  two 

aontha.    Theze  is  not  a  man  in  Ireland, 

I  do  sot  care  wbat  his  politics  may  be, 

vko  has  not  the  greatest  respect  for  this 

geittkiman,  and  does  not  beheve  that  he 

vsBi  to  prison  from  high  and  honour- 

aUe  nuyttres.  I  found  that  he  was  being 

treated  in  a!  way  that  is  perfectly  dis- 

IpaeefulfliidapuDlicscandaf.  Ifoundthat 

he  ta  loAed  up  in  a  small  zoom  for  22 


hours  out  of  the  24,  and  obtains  two  hours 
exercise  in  the  prison  court.  I  may  speak 
upon  this,  for  the  Vote  includes  £20,000 
for  Irish  Prisons.  The  prisoner  shares 
with  another  a  very  small  room,  and 
when  taking  exercise  by  marching  round 
a  yard,  is  not  allowed  to  speak  under 
pain  of  being  reported  for  punishment. 
I  could  hardly  beUeve  that  a  man  in  his 
position  could  be  so  treated  as  if  he  were 
a  criminal.  He  is  not  in  prison  for  any 
crime,  he  is  not  a  prisoner  in  the  ordinary 
sense;  he  is  simply  detained  on  technical 
grounds,  not  having  answered  questions 
put  to  him.  It  is  a  monstrous  scandal 
that  this  gentleman  should  be  treated 
like  a  felon ;  and  if  the  ordinary  rules  do 
not  meet  the  case,  then  a  special  rule  should 
be  applied,  and  he  should  be  allowed  rea- 
sonable exercise,  and  to  receive  visits  in 
the  evening ;  in  fact,  he  should  be  treated 
without  that  gross  brutality  to  which  he 
has  been  subjected.  The  Goyernment 
will  facilitate  the  passing  of  the  Vote  if 
they  will  get  up  and  say  frankly  that 
this  gentleman  shall  be  treated  with 
humanity  and  every  consideration  con- 
sistent with  his  detention.  I  may  say 
that  the  Bev.  Father  Keller  never  wrote 
to  me,  or  made  any  complaint  of  his 
treatment ;  and  I  was  perfectly  horrified 
to  find  the  treatment  to  which  he  had 
been  subjected,  and  I  asked  him  why 
he  did  not  write  to  me,  that  I  might 
bring  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the 
House.  I  feel  considerable  confideoce 
that  if  I  had  an  opportunity  of  bringing 
the  matter  under  the  attention  of  the 
G-ovemment,  they  would  no  longer 
tolerate  such  a  condition  of  affairs. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  afraid  I 
can  give  no  pledge  to  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, beyond  the  one  I  have  already 
given.  When  this  question  was  brought 
before  the  House  on  a  former  occasion, 
I  promised  that  I  would  inquire  into  the 
whole  question  of  prison  accommodation 
and  rules.  That  pledge  I  now  repeat, 
but  I  cannot  go  beyond  it. 

Mb.  T.  C.  HAERINGTON  :  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  given  that 
pledge,  has  he  taken  any  steps  whatever 
to  carry  it  out  ?  It  is  all  very  well  for 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  take  his 
time  in  makiog  these  inquiries ;  but  let 
him  remember  that  all  this  time  there 
is  confined  in  prison  one  who  stands  in- 
finitely higher  in  the  hearts  and  estima- 
tion of  the  Irish  people  than  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  ever  likely  to  stand. 
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and  that  that  man  is  haying  all  kinds  of 
indignities  heaped  apon  him.  I  say  that 
the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  calculated  to  inflame  the  minds 
of  Irishmen  against  your  system.  After 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  treat- 
ment extended  to  one  who  stands  fore- 
most amongst  the  Irish  Priesthood,  who 
has  been  specially  honoured  by  his 
Bishop  since  his  imprisonment  com- 
menced, and  who  will,  undoubtedly,  one 
day  be  himself  a  Bishop  of  the  Diocese 
of  Oloyne,  the  Chief  Secretary,  although 
he  promises  to  inquire  into  the  matter, 
allows  several  weeks  to  pass  without 
commencing  his  investigation ;  he  does 
not  take  the  trouble  to  inform  himself 
how  the  rev.  gentleman  is  being  treated. 
Perhaps  he  will  relegate  the  duty  to  his 
right  hon.  and  gallant  OoUeague,  to 
whom  he  has  already  entrusted  the  task 
of  answering  Questions,  and  then  we 
shall  see  the  Ohampion  Orangeman  of 
Ireland  going  down  to  the  gaol  to  inquire 
into  the  treatment  of  Oanon  Keller. 
Now,  Sir,  it  is  a  very  singular  fact  that 
while  the  Prisons  Act  of  1877  compels 
the  Prisons  Board  to  make  provision  for 
the  treatment  of  prisoners  detained  as 
flrst-class  misdemeanants,  no  rules  what- 
ever have  yet  been  drafted  by  the 
Prisons  Board  in  Ireland  under  the  pro- 
visions of  that  Act.  Of  course,  it  does 
not  matter  how  they  treat  their  ordinary 
prisoners.  If  it  is  only  an  ordinary 
prisoner — say,  for  instance,  an  Irish 
Member  of  Parliament — the  Board  can 
pursue  that  line  of  conduct  with  im- 
punity, and  this  House  will  approve  and 
applaud  the  conduct  of  the  Qovernors  in 
heapine  indignities  upon  him.  But,  Sir, 
I  would  point  out  that  Oanon  Keller  is 
not  imprisoned  for  contempt  of  Oourt ; 
he  is  merely  imprisoned  under  a  statu- 
tory provision  in  the  Irish  Bankruptcy 
Act  enabling  the  Judge  to  detain  any 
witness  who  refuses  to  answer  a  ques- 
tion put  to  him.  It  is  a  mere  statutory 
power  of  detention ;  it  is  not  imprison- 
ment for  contempt;  yet  a  gentleman 
detained  under  such  a  provision  is,  for 
22  out  of  every  24  hours,  locked  in  a 
miserable  little  cell,  and  shut  out  from 
air  and  exercise,  while  during  the  two 
hourf  he  is  allowed  exercise  he  has  to 
march  round  a  ring,  like  a  horse  in  the 
hands  of  a  trainer,  a  warder  being  put 
in  the  centre  of  the  circle  to  keep  order 
among  the  persons  allowed  this  exercise. 
Do  you  think  that  such  a  system  of 

Mr.  T,  C,  Harrington 


imprisonment,  that  such  a  method  of 
treating  rev.  gentlemen  in  that  position, 
of  treating  ministers  in  whom  the  people 
have  so  much  confidence,  is  calculated  to 
endear  your  system  of  administration  to 
the  Iriah  people,  or  to  make  men  loyal  ? 
No  doubt  when  the  rev.  gentleman  comes 
out  of  gaol  he  will  speak  very  strongly 
on  your  system  of  administration.  What 
on  earth  is  the  reason  for  treating  in  this 
manner  two  clergymen  who  have  com- 
mitted no  offence,  who  cannot  by  any 
possibility  defeat  the  ends  of  justice,  and 
who  cannot  defeat  the  process  of  law  in 
any  way  ?  Why  should  these  two  clergy^ 
men,  while  taking  exercise  in  the  same 
yard,    be   prevented   speaking  to  one 
another  ?    1  cannot  see  how  the  Prisons  > 
Board  can  possibly  justify  their  action. 
In  no  country  in  the  world,  except  Ire- 
land, would  such  a  system  be  tolerated. 
You  would  not  dare  treat  a  clergyman 
imprisoned  for  similar  causes  in  England 
in  this  way.    No;  it  is  only  the  Irish 
people  that  you  dare  insult  in  that  way. 
Now,  Sir,  quite  recently  we  had  occasion 
to  bring  the  case  of  Oanon  Keller  before 
the  Oourts  in  Ireland  by  an  application 
for  Habeas  Oorpus  to  go  to  the  Superior 
Oourts.    To  do  that  it  was  necessary  for 
us  to  communicate  with  him.   We  found 
that  the  Prisons  Board — who  were  sup- 
posed  to   have   special   rules  for  the 
treatment  of  prisoners  such  as  these— 
would  not  allow  Father  Keller  facilities 
for  seeing  his  counsel.    Such  an  extra- 
ordinary state  of  things  could  not  occur 
in  any  other  civilized  country.    If  you 
have  a  man  in  gaol  awaiting  his  trial  for 
a  crime,  however  serious  it  may  be,  you 
allow  his  solicitor,  or  counsel,  to  have 
free  access  to  him  for  consultation  with. 
reference  to  his  case.    But  here  you  have 
a  clergyman  detained,  not  for  any  oriuie 
— not  even  for  contempt  of  Oourt — and 
what  do  the  Prisons  Board  say  to   his 
application  for   permission   to   see    his 
counsel  ?    They  say,  if  you  were  await- 
ing   your  triid  for  a  crime,  however 
heinous,  you  should  have  every  freedoux 
to  see  your  solicitor  or  counsel,  but  be- 
cause you  are  not  a  criminal,  because 
you   have   committed    no    offence,    ^we 
cannot  deal  with  your  case,  and  we  must 
deny  you  the  right  to  see  your  oounsel 
in  private.    If  he  comes  to  see  you  there 
must  be  a  warder  present,  to  listen   to 
your  conversation,  and  to  check  it,  xt,  to 
his  untutored  mind,  it  appeared  to   l>e 
his  duty  to  interfere..  I  say  that  suoh.  a 
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sjstem  is  calculated  to  bring  discredit 
and  disgrace  upon  your  system,  and  to 
perpetuate  the  Hate  which  already  exists 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  against  that 
system.  But,  in  addition  to  his  treat- 
ment in  prison,  I  feel  bound  to  call 
attention  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
rey.  gentleman  was  arrested  and  dragged 
to  gaol,  which  affords  another  example 
of  your  vicious  system  of  goyernment. 
The  officers  of  the  Bankruptcy  Court, 
when  they  ordered  his  arrest,  knew  very 
well  that  Canon  Keller  had  no  knowledge 
whateyer  of  the  affairs  of  the  bankrupt 
in  reference  to  which  he  was  called. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  question  is  the  treatment  of  Father 
Keller  in  prison.  The  hon.  Member  is 
going  beyond  that. 

Mb.  T.  C.  BAEMNGTON:  I  did  not 
intend  to  do  anything  of  the  kind,  Sir. 
I  was  referring  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  Rey.  Canon's  arrest,  because  I  hap- 
pened to  be  a  witness  of  it,  and  I  took 
it  to  be  a  portion  of  his  gaol  treatment. 
Bat  I  need  not  pursue  the  subject  fur- 
ther. I  can  only  say  that  I  am  surprised 
at  the  manner  in  which  the  Qoyemment 
haye  treated  our  remarks  on  this  sub- 
ject  I  do  not  know  anything  calculated 
to  reflect  more  discredit' upon  them  than 
that  at  a  time  when  they  are  endeayour- 
xng  to  make  special  proyision  for  the 
repression    of   crime  in  Ireland,  they 
should  offer  an  open  and  deliberate  in- 
tuit to  the  people  of  that  country  by  de- 
taining this  rey.  gentleman  as  a  prisoner, 
and  by  preyenting  him  free  access  to  his 
eounsel,  simply  because  he  is  not  in  gaol 
on  a  criminal  charge  or  for  contempt  of 
Oourt.     I  hope  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
fer  Ireland  has  not  said  his  last  word  on 
^is  subjeot;    it  would,    indeed    be    a 
serious  thing  if  he  allowed  it  to  go  forth 
to  the  country  that  he  was  unable  to  in- 
terfere   in    this    matter.     The  Prisons 
Board  is  in  no  way  responsible  to  the 
pec^le  of  Ireland ;  they  may  be  said  to 
be  the  creatures  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland*    Fully  a  month  has  elapsed 
since  he  promised  to  inquire  into  the 
statement  as  to  the  treatment  in  prison 
of  these  rev.  gentlemen ;  he  has  not  yet 
done  so ;  are  we  to  understand  that  he 
is  unable  to  devote  his  yery  great  mind 
to  inqiuring  into  this  very  small  matter 
of  detail?      Are   Father   Keller    and 
Father  Bjan,  under  these  circumstances, 
to  be  left  in  gaol  until  their  healths  are 
faoken,  and  to  be  seni  back  to  thda: 


people  in  a  state  which  will  inyoke  curses 
upon  your  system  of  prison  treatment  ? 
Db.  KENNY  (Cork,  8.) :  lyentureto 
loin  in  the  appeal  of  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend.  Let  them  consider  the 
principle  underlying  this  imprisonment. 
I  maintain  it  is  not  intended  to  be  puni- 
tiye.  Here  are  Father  Keller  and 
Father  Byan — men  accustomed  to  lead 
healthy  liyes — locked  in  a  cell  22  out  of 
24  hours.  Is  not  that  punitiye  ?  Is  it 
not  calculated  to  break  down  their 
healths  ?  My  experience  in  life  tells  me 
such  treatment  constitutes  a  yery  great 
punishment,  and  one  which  inyariably 
produces  serious  constitutional  effects, 
whereyer  it  is  prolonged  to  any  extent. 
The  Prisons  Board  is,  I  am  informed, 
composed  of  three  men,  the  Chairman 
being  the  Hon.  Mr.  Burke,  whose  re- 
moyal  is  recommended  by  the  Prisons 
Commissioners,  because  they  found  him 
to  be  so  entirely  out  of  sympathy  with 
the  times.  This  Board  met  in  Dublin, 
and  it  was  recommended  that  the  rules 
goyerning  Father  Keller^s  imprisonment 
should  be  considerably  relaxed,  and  that 
he  should  be  allowed  two  or  three  addi- 
tional hours'  exercise  daily;  but  the  recom- 
mendations were  neyer  put  into  effect. 
The  House  would  like  to  know  why 
that  is  the  case.  No  doubt  the  yery 
rigorous  imprisonment  will  be  most 
detrimental  to  a  man  like  Father  Keller. 
He  desired  to  see  me,  and  I  went  to  the 
prison,  but  I  was  turned  away.  The 
Prison  Goyernor  refused  to  allow  me  to 
see  him.  I  do  not  complain  of  the  action 
of  the  Qoyemor,  he  was  most  courteous; 
but  I  do  quarrel  with  the  prison  rules. 
I  do  think  no  rule  should  compel  Father 
Keller  to  see  the  prison  doctor  when  he 
prefers  his  own.  This  is  an  example  of 
how  the  prison  rules  are  interpreted. 
The  Prisons  Board,  like  other  Irish 
Boards,  is  an  autocratic  body ;  it  is  not 
responsible  to  the  people.  I  appeal  to 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  to  use 
his  influence  with  the  Prisons  Board.  If 
the  Gbyemment  had  a  sparkle  of  intelli- 
gence they  would  not  hesitate  to  relax 
these  rules  and  make  them  as  lenient  as 
possible,  and  not  make  a  man,  who  is 
undoubtedly  a  political  power  in  the 
country,  more  of  a  martyr  than  he  has 
already  become  through  their  action. 
The  Ooyemment  seem  to  haye  no  idea 
of  taking  into  consideration  what  are  the 
motiyes  actuating  a  man  in  Father 
Keller's  positioni  they  ignore  the  feel- 
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ingB  of  the  people  among  whom  he  liyee 
and  by  whom  he  is  beloved.  It  is  not  to 
be  denied  that  in  every  constitutionally 
governed  country  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
governors  to  try  and  find  out  what  are 
the  reasonable  aspirations  of  those  over 
whom  they  are  placed  and  to  secure  that, 
as  far  as  possible,  their  legislation  shall 
come  witnin  the  spirit  of  those  limits. 
But  the  very  opposite  line  of  conduct 
marks  the  acts  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment in  Ireland.  I  would  appeal,  Sir,  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary to  descend  from  the  pedestal  on 
which  he  has  placed  himself,  and  to 
consider  these  matters  which  affect  poor 
mortals.  Let  him  give  his  great  mind  to 
see  how  things  are  managed  in  Ireland, 
and  if  he  will  only  devote  some  thought- 
ful consideration  to  it,  he  will  acquire  a 
more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  men 
over  whom  he  is  placed. 

Mb.  BEADLAUGH  (Northampton) : 
I  have  risen  for  the  piirpose  of  pointing 
out  to  the  Gt>vemment  the  extremely 
unfair  position  in  which  they  putEnglish 
Members  by  taking  part  Votes  on 
account.  If  we  discuss  in  fulness  any 
Vote  to  which  we  have  objection,  we 
put  ourselves  under  the  suspicion  of  de- 
siring to  obstruct  the  Business  of  the 
Government;  but  if  we  allow  large  sums 
of  money  to  be  voted  without  question 
we  put  ourselves  in  the  position  of  not 
doing  justice  to  our  constituents.  There 
are  several  Votes  and  several  matters 
involved  in  the  Vote  on  Account  which 
I  have  already  raised  by  Question  in  this 
House,  and  in  regard  to  some  I  have 
given  Notice  of  my  intention  to  raise  a 
discussion  of  them  when  the  Estimates 
are  considered.  I  do  not  intend  to  do  it 
at  this  stage;  but  if,  on  another  occasion, 
it  is  found  necessary  to  take  a  Vote  on 
Account  instead  of  submitting  the  Esti- 
mates in  the  ordinary  way,  I  give  notice 
that  I  must,  at  any  risk,  raise  the  points 
I  wish  to  have  discussed. 

Mb.  ILUNGWORTH  (Bradford, 
W.)  :  I  really  think  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land cannot  have  considered  the  question. 
If  it  be  true  that  a  month  ago  an  appeal 
was  made  to  him  relative  to  the  treat- 
ment of  this  Gentleman — 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUB:  Although  a 
statement  to  that  effect  has  been  twice 
made,  I  was  unwilling  to  interrupt  hon. 
Members.  But  it  is  a  fact  I  never  made 
any  such  promise  vrith  regard  to  Father 
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Keller,  nor  did  I  say  anything  on  this 
matter  a  month  ago.  A  few  days  ago, 
while  the  Committee  was  on  the  first 
clause  of  the  Crimes  Bill,  I  gave  a 
general  pledge  to  look  into  the  question 
of  prison  administration. 

Mb.  T.  C.  HAERINGTON  :  Father 
Keller's  case  was  mentioned  more  than 
a  month  ago. 

Mb.  ILLINGWORTH  :  But  it  is  the 
fact  that  two  rev.  gentlemen  are  at  this 
moment  in  prison  m  Ireland.  At  this 
time  too,  there  is  a  clergyman  in  an 
English  prison  for  contempt  of  Court. 
I  know  for  a  fact  that  the  treatment  in 
the  two  cases  is  as  different  as  possible. 
If  this  is  to  continue  how  can  the  Go- 
vernment hope  to  reconcile  Ireland  to 
British  rule  ?  Can  there  be  any  rhyme 
or  reason  for  the  supercilious  answer  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ?  Surely  he 
might  give  us  some  comfort  by  assuring 
us  that  there  will  be  expedition  used. 
In  my  opinion,  there  ought  not  to  be  an 
hour  lost  in  which  the  feelings  and  in- 
dignation of  the  Irish  people  can  be 
justifiably  aroused,  yet  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  leave  the  Committee  in 
doubt  as  to  whether  he  has  already 
initiated  an  inquiry,  or  whether  he  pro- 

Soses  doing  so  before  Whitsuntide.  He 
oes  not  give  us  the  slightest  indication 
that  in  his  mind  he  deems  this  question 
to  be  one  of  urgency.  There  are,  I  be- 
lieve, few  questions  which  more  appro- 
priately might  engage  the  immediate 
attention  of  Parliament  than  the  treat- 
ment of  gentlemen  confined  under  these 
conditions  in  Irish  prisons. 

Mb.  chance  :  Two  Irish  priests  are 
in  prison  charged  with  no  offence  what- 
soever ;  they  are  subjected  to  consider- 
able indignity ;  for  22  out  of  24  hours 
they  are  locked  in  a  miserable  damp 
room,    what   little   exercise   they    are 
allowed  they  have  to  take  as  felons,  and 
if  for  the  whole  two  hours  they  do  not 
choose  to  keep  on  their  feet  they  are  led 
back  to  their  rooms  and  again  looked 
up.    The  letters  which  they  receive  and 
write  are  opened;  if  the  contents  are 
considered  objectionable  they  are  sup- 
pressed.   I  can  perfectly  well  under- 
stand why  these  two  priests  are  detained 
in  prison.  It  is  because  they  have  ad.vo- 
cated  a  certain  Plan  of  Campaign.     The 
Government  tried  to  tackle  that  plan  in 
the  open  with  the  powerful  weapons   of 
jury  packing,  a  paid  public  Preaa,    and 
a  fuU  bar  of  Grown  lawyers.      Tlkey 
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failed  miserably ;  audi  therefore,  they 
took  the  most  despicable  course  of 
oatchiog  Oai^olio  clergymen,  asking 
them  questions  they  woiUd  certainly  re- 
fuse  to  answer,  and  treating  them  as 
felons  for  that  refusal.  I  would  remind 
the  Oommittee  that  these  priests,  in 
rafaaiog  to  betray  their  Flan  of  0am- 
paig^Q,  acted  precisely  in  the  same  way 
as  &e  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Bristol  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
whea  he  refused  to  betray  his  Flan  of 
Campaign. 

Thb  CBLAXRMAN:  Order!  order! 
The  hon.  Member  is  suffering  himself  to 
vander  very  far  from  the  subject. 

Mb.  GHA.NOE :  I  understood  that  the 
rabjdotwas  the  treatment  in  prison  of 
Father  Keller,  and  I  wanted  to  point 
oat  the  causes  which,  in  my  opinion,  led 
to  that  treatment.  I  also  wanted  to 
point  out  that  there  were  no  rules 
ipedally  framed  for  the  treatment  of 
these  prisoners,  and  to  suggest  it  was  in 
the  power  of  the  Oastle  Authorities  to 
frame  such  rules.  If  that  line  of  argu- 
ment is  out  of  Order,  I  will  not  proceed 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  I  have  instructed 
the  hon.  Member  that  he  is  perfectly  at 
liherfy  to  discuss  the  treatment  of  these 
gentlemen  in  prison. 

JfB.  CHANCE :  It  is  perfectly  im- 
possible to  carry  on  the  discussion  in 
that  way.  This  is  the  third  or  fourth 
time  to-night  that  Irish  Members  have 
ibond  it  impossible  to  raise  distinct  and 
important  issues.  I  trust  that  the  Go- 
temment  will  have  the  manliness  to  meet 
OS  in  op0u  fair  square  fight,  instead  of 
s^ing  in  this  miserable,  mean,  and 
d^raded  manner. 

Mb.  W.  ABEAHAM  (Glamorgan, 
Bhondda):  Will  the  Government  say 
vhether  the  treatment  of  a  clergyman 
eoafined  in  England  or  Scotland  for 
AOtempt  of  Oourt,  is  the  same  as  that 
to  which  Father  Keller  is  subjected. 
There  is  now  a  clergyman  imprisoned 
tot  eontempt  of  Court.  Does  his  treat- 
meat  differ  in  any  way  from  the  treat- 
oaot  accorded  to  Father  Keller  ? 

Tkb  FIEST  LOED  of  thb  TEEA- 
8DBY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  have  no  reason  to 
hdisvethat  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  W. 
Abahama)  has  stated  what  is  incorrect. 
I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  facts  of  the 
otte^  but  I  believe  the  treatment  is  of 
{ndsely  the  same  character. 


Mb.  ILMNGWOETH  (Bradford,  W.) : 
My  information  is  from  the  public  prints, 
and  there  it  was  stated  that  this  clergy- 
man is  allowed  to  see  bis  friends,  and 
that  every  luxury  is  provided  for,  and 
every  consideration  shown  to  him. 

Mb.  MAUEICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  what 
strikes  me  as  a  legal  matter  arising  out 
of  this  Vote,  on  which  I  should  like  to 
hear  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland.  I  put  a  Question  on  the 
matter  a  few  days  ago,  and  it  does 
appear  to  me  to  be  a  very  important 
subject.  As  I  understand  it,  there  are 
two  classes  of  prisoners  who  are  treated 
in  a  somewhat  exceptional  manner — 
untried  prisoners,  and  what  are  called 
first-class  misdemeanants.  It  is  per- 
fectly plain  that  persons  who  are  com- 
mitted for  refusing  to  answer  questions 
do  not  come  within  either  category — 
they  are  not  untried  prisoners,  because 
they  are  charged  with  no  offence,  and 
cannot  possibly  be  tried ;  they  are  not 
conmiitted  for  contempt,  because  that  is 
not  the  form  of  the  warrant  under  which 
they  are  held  in  custody,  and  the 
statistics  under  which  they  are  com- 
mitted do  not  describe  their  offence  as 
contempt  of  Court.  That  being  so,  I 
wish  to  be  informed  why  the  Prisons 
Board  have  taken  it  upon  themselves  to 
treat  these  eentlemen  as  if  they  had  been 
committed  for  contempt  of  Court  P  For 
my  part,  I  deny  that  the  Board  have  any 
right  whatever  to  do  so.  It  seems  to 
me  that  these  persons  constitute  a  third 
and  perfectly  distinct  category  of  the 
prisoners  whose  case  is  not  met  by  the 
prison  rules  as  they  are  at  present 
drawn  up.  That  being  so,  and  these 
being  privileged  prisoners,  as  I  may  caU 
them,  and  the  Prisons  Board  having 
been  put,  in  a  certain  sense,  to  choose 
whether  they  would  treat  these  gentle- 
men as  untried  prisoners,  or  prisoners 
committed  for  contempt,  I  want  to  know 
why  they  have  selected  the  severer 
rigiiMf  I  respectfully  submit  that  it 
was  perfectly  open  to  the  Board  to  have 
treated  these  gentlemen  as  untried  pri- 
soners, a  category  which  is  quite  as 
applicable  to  them  as  the  other.  The 
section  under  which  they  are  imprisoned 
does  not  describe  their  offence — if  I  may 
call  it  an  offence — at  all  as  contempt  of 
Court.  It  simply  authorizes  the  Judge 
before  whom  they  may  be  examined  to 
commit  them  to  prison  for  re/using  t9 
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answer  questions,  and  that  is  altogether 
different  £rom  the  ordinary  oases,  either 
of  persons  committed  for  contempt  by  the 
High  Court,  and  by  the  Oommon  Law 
power  which  the  Inferior  Courts  have.  I 
hold,  therefore,  that  the  Prisons  Board 
have  exceeded  their  powers  in  this  matter ; 
or,  at  any  rate,  they  have  exercised,  and 
are  exercising  them,  if  they  have  any 
discretion,  in  a  perfectly  unwarrantable 
fashion.  I  say  it  was  perfectly  open  to 
them,  when  they  were  deciding  in  what 
manner  these  gentlemen  should  be 
treated,  to  have  said — "As  the  law 
stands  they  are  not  convicted  prisoners, 
nor  untried  prisoners,  nor  persons  com- 
mitted for  contempt,  and  we  will  put 
them  in  the  category  of  untried  pri- 
soners.'' This  is  a  very  important 
matter.  We  have  been  for  several 
weeks  past  discussing  the  Ist  section  of 
the  Crimes  BiU.  [  Cries  of  "  Order ! "] 
I  think  this  is  perfectly  relevant;  be- 
cause the  persons  who  are  committed 
for  refusing  to  answer  questions  at  the 
secret  inquiry  will  be  in  exactly  the 
same  position  as  the  two  gentlemen  who 
are  now  in  gaol.  The  section  of  the 
Petty  Sessions  Act  under  which  pri- 
soners will  be  committed  for  refusing 
to  answer  at  the  secret  inquiries  are 
equally  silent  as  to  the  category  in 
which  these  persons  will  be  placed  in 
prison.  It  does  not  describe  the  offence 
as  contempt  of  Court,  but  leaves  the 
question  of  treatment  for  the  Prisons 
Board  to  decide.  That  being  so,  I  ask 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  whose 
attention  I  drew  to  this  matter  some 
time  ago,  to  explain  to  this  Committee 
on  what  ground  the  Prisons  Board  took 
it  upon  themselves  to  say  that  these 
prisoners  are  prisoners  committed  for 
contempt  of  Uourt,  and  to  refuse  to 
rank  them  as  untried  prisoners. 

Mr.  holmes  :  I  do  not  wish  to  pro- 
long this  debate ;  but  with  reference  to 
the  question  which  has  been  asked  me, 
my  answer,  I  hope,  will  be  satisfactory 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman.  This  question 
has  not  now  arisen  for  the  first  time. 
Ever  since  the  year  1859  this  has  been  a 
matter  which,  from  time  to  time,  has 
had  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Prisons 
Board  and  the  Irish  Authorities.  From 
that  time  down  to  the  present,  persons 
who  have  refused  to  answer  questions 
in  the  Higher  Courts  have  been  treated 
as  if  they  were  committed  for  contempt 
of  Pourt.    And  for  a. very  good  reason, 
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because  they  are  committed  for  con- 
tempt of  Court.  The  Superior  Courts 
require  no  Statute.  When  a  witness 
will  not  answer  he  is  committed;  but 
when  a  Statute  called  into  existence  the 
Bankruptcy  Court  in  Ireland,  power 
was  given  to  imprison  persons  for  not 
answering  questions,  just  as  the  Superior 
Courts  have  power  to  commit  for  con- 
tempt of  Courts— 

Mr.  T.  C.  HAERINGTON  :  But  the 
power  to  commit  in  the  Bankruptcy 
Court  is  a  distinct  power. 

Mr.  HOLMES:  Yes;  but  the  two 
things  do  not  differ  in  the  slightest 
degree,  and  if  a  witness  declines  to 
answer  questions  the  offence  is  really  of 
the  same  character  as  contempt  of  Court. 
It  is  essentially  a  similar  offence.  You 
cannot  draw  any  distinction ;  and,  there- 
fore, as  I  say,  the  rule  which  has  been 
followed  since  1859  is  justifiable. 

Mr.  T.  C.   HARRINGTON:  I  can 
assure  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
that  he  is  very  much  at  sea  in  this 
matter.    I  do  not  complain  of  that,  for 
we  all  know  that  the  Bankruptcy  Law  is 
a  thing  which  very  few  lawyers  go  to 
the  trouble  of  studying.    But  if  he  will 
examine  the  matter,  he  will  see  that 
there  is  the  greatest  distinction  between 
an  ordinary  case  of  a  witness  refusing  to 
answer  a  question  and  a  witness  oom* 
mitted  for  contempt.    The  two  things 
are  treated  in  different  ways.    There 
are  two  different  Schedules  attached  to 
the  Bankruptcy  Act  setting  out  two  dif- 
ferent forms.  One  of  them,  Schedule  W 
of  the  Act  of  1867,  sets  forth  the  re*- 
fusal  of  the  witness  to  answer.     The 
other,  Schedule  Y,  is  the  form  of  war^ 
rant  for  the  committal  of  a  person  for 
contempt.    If  the  two  things  are  one 
and  the  same,  the  draftsman  would  not 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  put  two 
separate  Schedules  to  the  Bill  giving 
two  different  forms  of  warrant.    The 
fact  is,  that  under  the  old  Bankruptcy 
Law  there  was  this  power  to  imprison  a 
witness  who  refused  to  answer,  or    to 
sign  his  depositions,  and  the  whole  of 
the  depositions  had  to  be  set  out  in  the 
warrant  for  his  committal.     What  toolc 
place  was  this — that  a  section  was  intro- 
duced in  the  Act  by  which  it  was  made 
unnecessary  to  set  out  the  depositions  in 
the  warrant ;  and  it  became  only  neces- 
sary for  the  Judge,  in  making  the  order 
for  the  oommittiu,  to  refer  to  Uianuniber 
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of  the  queaiion  on  tlie  depositions.    That 
is  precisely  the  case  in  Father  Keller's 
imprisonment.     The  question  is  set  out 
on  the  face  of  the  warrant  numerically, 
therehy  taking  the  offence  out  of  the 
category  of  contempt  of  Court.     So  it  is 
treated  by  the  Judges.    I    have  been 
arguiog  the  question  during  the  last  few 
days  before  the  Judges  of  Ireland,  and 
they  are  not  disposed  to  dismiss  it  in  the 
?ery  summary  way  which  the  right  hon. 
and  learned   Gentleman  the    Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  wishes  to  do  now. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
may  allow  me,  also,  to  point  out  that 
the  Prisons  Act  of  1877  gave  power  to 
the  Prisons  Board  to  make  orders  in 
cases  of  this  kind,  and  there  is  no  need 
to  go  back  to  1859,  and  to  say  that  the 
practice  then  followed  has  been  continued 
up  to  the  present  time,  when  the  addi- 
tional powers  given  to  the  Prisons  Board 
in  1877   are  taken  into  consideration. 
What  I  complain  of  is,  that  while  there 
are  two  sets  of  rules  to  meet  the  case  of 
prisoners  who  have  not  been  tried,  or 
prisoners  who  are  not  sentenced  for  any 
definite  offence,  the  Prisons  Board  have 
elected  to  treat  Oanon  Keller  and  Father 
Byan  under  the  most  severe  of  those  sets 
of  rules.     The  first-class  misdemeanant 
was  originally  the  imprisoned  debtor, 
and,  of  coarse,  no  one  can  deny  that 
there  must  be  some  question  of  punish- 
ment attached  to  imprisonments  of  that 
nature.     Then  there  is  the  case  of  pri- 
soners awaiting  trial  who  are  allowed 
certain  privileges  to  which  the  first-class 
misdemeanant  is  not  entitled,  such  as 
fnli  access  to  his  counsel  and  his  medical 
ad?iser,  and  the  right  of  free  correspon- 
dence.   The  person  committed  for  con- 
tempt is,  on  the  other  hand,  restricted  to 
a  great  extent  as  to  his  correspondence, 
nor  18  lie  allowed    free  access    to  his 
counsel  or  his  medical  adviser.    Gould 
ihere  be  anything  more  absurd  than  to 
contend  that  one  whose  offence  is  not 
Bofficientlj  g^eat  to  place  him  within  the 
category   of  committal  for  contempt  of 
Court  is  not  to  have  the  same  right  as  a 
man  who  is  charged  with   a  heinious 
offence,  but  who  has  not  yet  been  brought 
to  trial  ?     If  these  rev.  gentlemen  were 
in  prison   awaiting    trial    on    a  grave 
enlarge,  they  would  have  free  access  to 
Hbxax  counsel  and  medical  adviser,  and 
free  correspondence.     These  privileges 
are  denied  because  the  Prisons  Board 
xefoae  to  carry  out  an  Act  of  Parliament, 

YOL,   OOOXV.      [tHKD  8BRIE8.] 


and  indignities  are  inflicted  upon  them 
which  were  never  contemplated  at  the 
time  the  Bankruptcy  Act  was  passed.  I 
do  not  think  we  should  be  doing  justice 
to  our  constituents  if  we  were  to  rest 
content  with  the  answer  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland,  and  I  think 
we  are  entitled  to  a  further  answer.  I, 
therefore,  beg  to  move  that  you  report 
Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  ''That 
the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again," — {Mr,  T,  C. 
Harrington^) — put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow, 

Committee  to  sit  again  upon  Wtdnes- 
day, 

COAL  MINES,  &c.  REGULATION  BILL. 
(Mr,  Secretary  Matthews,  Mr.  Stuart-  Wortley.) 

[bill  130.]      COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Me.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottingham,  Rush- 
cliflFe):  I  rise  to  appeal  to  the  Go- 
vernment in  the  very  strongest  manner 
in  regard  to  this  Bill.  Considering  the 
large  number  of  people  who  are  interested 
in  it,  its  extreme  importance,  and  the 
unexpected  way  in  which  the  second 
reading  was  taken,  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Government  whether  they  will  not  put 
it  down  for  some  date  when  we  can  have 
an  adequate  discussion  upon  it  ?  I  do 
not  see  that  it  is  possible  to  have  such 
adequate  discussion  this  side  of  Whitsun- 
tide, and  in  the  absence  of  any  assurance 
that  they  will  give  us  facilities  before 
Whitsuntide,  I  beg  to  move  that  the 
order  be  postponed  until  the  9th  of 
June,  which,  I  believe,  is  the  Thursday 
immediately  after  the  re-assembling  of 
the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*That  the  Committee  be  deferred  till 
Thursday  9th  June."— (1/r.  J,  E,  Ellis.) 

The  FrRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
BURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  If  it  is  the  wish  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  that  the  Order  should  be 
definitely  postponed  until  the  9th  of 
June,  the  (Government  will  offer  no  ob- 
jection. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
I 
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TRUSTS  (SCOTLAND)  ACT  (1867)  AMEND- 
MENT BILL.— [Bill  226.] 
(Ifr.  Solicitor  General  for   Scotland,  The   Lord 

Advocate,) 

SECOND   BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

The  SOLICITOE  GENEEAL  fob 
SCOTLAND  (Mr.  J.  P.  B.  Eobbbtson) 
(Bute) :  In  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Billy  I  wish  to  make  only  one 
observation.  We  propose  in  Committee 
to  bring  forward  Amendoients  to  simplify 
and  extend  the  scope  of  this  Bill  merely 
to  this  extent.  Instead  of  enabling  the 
trustees  to  go  to  the  Court  for  powers 
under  this  Bill,  we  propose  that  the 
trustees  shall  have  some  power  without 
going  to  the  Court  at  all ;  and,  in  the 
second  place,  we  propose  that  clauses 
should  be  inserted  which  will  have  the 
effect  of  ratifying  reductions  of  rent 
which  may  have  been  given  by  the  trus- 
tees on  their  own  motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  ''That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — 
{3fr,  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland,) — 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Monday  next. 

PARISH    ALLOTMENTS     COMMITTEES 
BILL.— [Bill  170.] 

{Mr,  Cobbf  Mr,  Channingt  Mr,  Fuller,  Mr,  James 
I  Mlis,  Mr,  Herbert  Gardner,  Mr.  Thomas  Ellis,) 

SECOND  BEADINO. 

Order  for  Second  Eeading  read. 

Mb.  COBB  (Warwick,  S.E.,  Eugby) : 
I  feel  that  it  would  not  be  right  at  this  very 
late  hour  that  I  should  detain  the  House 
with  any  explanation  of  this  Bill,  which 
has  been  for  some  time  before  the  House 
I  believe  that  some  Bill  of  this  sort  will 
command  the  approval  of  all  parties  in 
the  House,  and  the  only  object  I  now 
have  in  view  is  to  do  something  towards 
putting  this  allotments  question  at  least 
one  stage  forward.  In  the  hope  that 
the  Qovemment  will  give  an  assurance 
that  that  is  also  their  intention,  I  will 
confine  myself  to  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time,"— (ifr.  Cobb,) 

Mb.  EADCLIFFE  COOKE  (Newing- 
ton,  W.) :  I  bep  to  mpve  the  adjourn- 


ment of  this  debate,  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  wholly  impossible  at  this  hour  to 
discuss  a  Bill  of  this  importance.  It  has 
62  clauses ;  it  deals  with  every  parish  in 
England,  with  few  exceptions ;  it  estab- 
lishes a  Corporation  in  every  parish,  and 
enables  those  Corporations  to  borrow 
money  and  acquire  land  without  the 
consent  of  this  House,  on  the  security 
of  the  Poor  Law  Fund.  I  only  mention 
these  few  points  to  satisfy  the  House 
that  this  is  a  Bill  which  ought  not  to  be 
proceeded  with  in  this  fashion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
— {3fr.  RadcUffe  Cooke.) 

Mb.  BEOADHUEST  (Nottingham, 
W.) :  I  wish  to  appeal  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  House  to 
use  his  influence  with  his  followers  to 
induce  them  to  withdraw  this  Motion. 
This  Allotments  Question  is  one  that  is 
well  understood  by  nearly  every  Member 
of  this  House.  It  is  a  subject  in  which 
great  interest  is  taken  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  both  sides  of  the  House.  The  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  East  Norfolk 
(Sir  Edward  Birkbeck)  has  a  very  useful 
Bill  before  the  House,  and  he  has  re- 
ceived very  great  assistance  this  Session 
from  my  hon.  Friends  here.  I  myself 
have  done  what  I  could  to  assist  the 

Eassage  of  that  Bill,  and  if  the  right 
on.  Gentleman  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
could  say  a  word  to  ensure  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  we  might,  perhaps, 
find  time  for  more  ample  debate. 

The  FIEST  LOED  op  the  TEEA- 
SUEY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  Strand, 
Westminster) :  No  one  feels  more  inte- 
rested in  this  question  of  allotments  than 
I  do  and  have  done,  and  this  feeling  is 
shared  entirely  on  these  Benches.  The 
Government  have  an  Allotments  Bill  of 
their  own,  which  will  deal  with  the 
question  much  more  effectually  and  tho- 
roughly than  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  (Mr.  Cobb).  The  hon. 
Member  only  asks  us  for  an  assurance 
that  we  should  give  this  matter  one  step 
forward.  We  believe  that  will  be  best 
secured  by  the  consideration  of  a  mea- 
sure which  is  about  to  be  introduced  in 
'*  another  place,"  and  which,  we  hope, 
will  bo  passed  through  this  House  during 
the  present  Session.  The  machinery 
with  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Cobb)  has  clothed  this  measure  we  deem 
to  be  uusatisfaotorjT ;  and,  therefore^  I 
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hope  the  hon.  Member  will  consent  to 
poatpone  this  Bill  until  he  can  see  our 
own  measure,  which  we  believe  will  be 
thoroughly  satisfactory  to  both  sides  of 
the  House. 

Mb.  OOBB  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  will,  I  am 
8iire»  give  me  credit  for  only  trying  to 
do  what  is  in  my  power  to  push  this 
question  forward,  it  will,  perhaps,  be 
also  within  his  memory  that  a  month  or 
five  weeks  ago  I  asked  him  whether, 
seeing  that  an  Allotments  Bill  was 
promised  in  the  Queen's  Speech,  he 
would  not  bring  it  forward  at  once,  and 
consent  to  that,  as  well  as  the  large 
number  of  other  Bills  before  the  House 
on  the  subject,  being  referred  to  a  Select 
Oommittee,  so  that  the  work  of  allot- 
ments might  be  going  on.  I  am  quite 
willing  to  accept  that  now,  and  not  to 
take  a  Division.  Otherwise  I  feel  that 
I  must  resist  the  Motion  for  the  Ad- 
journment of  the  debate. 

Mb.  FINOH-HATTON  (Lincolnshire, 
Spalding) :  I  want  to  say  one  word  on 
this  question  of  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate,  being  equally  interested  with 
the  hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr.  Cobb) 
in  the  question.  On  the  distinct  under- 
standing from  Her  Majesty's  Qovern- 
ment  that  if  we  agree  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate  to-night  they  will 
not  only  introduce  their  Bill  into  the 
oUier  House,  but  proceed  with  it  here 
this  Session,  I  shall  support  the  Motion 
for  the  Adjournment. 

Mb.  NEWNES  (Cambridgeshire,  B., 
Newmarket) :  I  beg  to  point  out  that 
the  hon.  Member  who  has  brought  for- 
ward this  Bill  has  not  received  the  as- 
surance he  asked,  that  the  Bill  of  the 
Government  and  the  other  Bills  shall  be 
referred  to  a  Select  Oommittee.  This  is 
a  qneetion  of  the  deepest  possible  im- 
portaooe  to  the  rural  districts  of  Eng- 
umd,  and  we  should  be  very  much 
better  employed  in  dealing  with  it  than 
in  coercing  the  Irish  people.  At  all 
events,  I  hope  that  unless  the  hon. 
Member  receives  a  distinct  and  em- 
phatic assurance  that  this  question  will 
receive  the  attention  of  the  House  he 
will  refuse  to  accept  any  compromise. 

Thb  PEESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's):  It  is 
quite  impossible  for  the  Government  to 
give  any  soeh  assurance.  They  cannot 
CQQMnt  to  refer  this  Bill  to  a  Committee, 


and  the  reason  is  obvious.  The  Govern- 
ment have  prepared  and  are  ready  to 
introduce  to  Parliament  a  Bill  of  their 
own,  which  deals  with  this  subject  in  a 
more  satisfactory  manner  than  this  pre- 
sent Bill  does.  Holding  that  opinion, 
it  is  out  of  the  question  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  assent  to  the  second  reading 
with  the  idea  of  referring  the  Bill  to  a 
Select  Committee.  I  can  assure  my 
hon.  Friend  behind  me  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  prepared  to  deal  with  the  sub- 
ject at  once.  No  time  will  be  lost  in 
introducing  it  into  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  we  hope  it  may  pass  into  law  this 
Session.  It  would  not  be  in  Order  for 
me  to  discuss  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
now.  The  hon.  Member  says  it  has 
often  been  discussed  before,  and  that 
there  is  a  practical  agreement  upon  it ; 
but  I  think  what  there  has  been  a  prac- 
tical agreement  upon  is  that  there  shall 
be  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  question  of 
allotments.  The  principle  of  this  Bill 
has  not  been  under  discussion,  that 
principle  being  that  the  parish  shall  set 
up  an  authority,  with  full  power  to  deal 
with  the  matter.  All  I  have  to  say  on 
this  point  is  in  reference  to  the  observa- 
tion that  in  principle  this  Bill  has  been 
assented  to.  What  has  been  assented 
to  is  that  there  should  be  an  Allotments 
Bill ;  the  Government  are  pledged  to 
that,  and  the  Bill  will  be  introduced. 

Sib  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derby, 
Ilkeston) :  I  have  hope  that  opinion  has 
made  some  progress  on  the  other  side, 
since  in  the  last  Parliament  we  had  an 
Allotments  Bill  opposed  very  much  on 
the  same  grounds  by  the  Party  opposing 
this  Bill  now.  Again,  we  have  the  as- 
surance that  the  Government  have  a 
better  Bill  ready.  But  we  have  not 
seen  the  Government  Bill,  and  we  do 
know  that  the  principle  of  this  Bill  com- 
mends itself  to  many  of  us  on  this  side. 
We  recollect,  also,  that  we  are  not  re- 
ceiving the  support  we  hoped  for  from 
the  professed  friends  of  the  Allotments 
Question.  We  ask  only  for  a  decision 
upon  the  principle,  and  that  being 
denied  us,  we  must  take  a  Division 
technically  upon  the  adjournment ;  but 
which  will  be  accepted  as  a  division  on  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  of  my  hon.  Friend. 
Mb.  CHANCE  (Kilkenny,  S.):  I  only 
wish  to  say  that  the  Government,  by  the 
action  of  one  of  their  own  supporters, 
have  been  prevented  from  stating  what 
their  objections  to  the  Bill  are,  and  that 
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is  a  mo3t  inconvenient  state  of  affairs. 
It  may  be  a  bad  Bill,  it  may  be  a  good 
Bill,  I  will  not  discuss  it  now ;  but  I 
wish  to  point  out  that  all  we  have  is  a 
promise  that  at  some  time  some  Bill 
will  be  introduced  in  **  another  place." 
Meanwhile,  the  Government  stand  un- 
committed on  this  Bill.  We  want  them 
to  state  their  views,  and  give  reasons 
for  their  *' Yes"  or  "No"  to  the  Bill. 
I  would  appeal  to  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  to  induce  his  supporter  to 
withdraw  the  Motion  for  Adjournment. 
We  desire  to  have  the  views  of  the  Go- 
vernment stated,  and  the  country  desires 
it.  When  it  learns  that  a  Motion  from 
an  hon.  Gentleman  sitting  immediately 
behind  the  Government  Bench  prevented 
the  Government  from  expressing  an 
opinion,  the  country  will  draw  its  own 
inference  from  the  occurrence. 

Me.  OHANNING  (Northampton,  E.) : 
I  am  bound  to  protest  against  the  course 
of  the  Government.  The  whole  time  of 
the  House  is  taken  up  by  Irish  affairs, 
and  when  an  opportunity  occurs  of  doing 
useful  work  in  a  matter  vitally  im- 
portant to  England  it  should  not  be  let 
slip.  The  argument  of  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  that 
the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Bugby 
brought  in  a  novel  principle — the  prin- 
ciple of  a  popularly  elected  body- — is 
precisely  the  reason  why  this  Bill  de- 
serves full  consideration.  Before  we  go 
to  a  Division  I  should  like  to  ask  how 
it  is  that  we  hear  from  the  Government 
about  the  introduction  of  a  Bill  in 
''another  place"  only  when  this  Bill 
happens  to  be  unblocked  upon  the 
Orders  to-night?  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  see  their  way  to  inducing  the 
hon.  Member  to  withdraw  his  Motion, 
and  not  give  their  assistance  to  burke 
the  free  discussion  of  this  question  in 
the  face  of  the  whole  country. 

Me.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  If 
this  Motion  is  not  withdrawn,  the 
understanding  is  that,  practically,  the 
Division  is  upon  the  principle  of  the 
Bill.  The  Government  have  snown  they 
are  trying  to  dodge  the  agricultural 
labourers ;  but  we  can  hold  them  to  this 
question  until  they  pronounce  their  opi- 
nion distinctly. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  143 ;  Noes 
85  :  Majority  58.— (Div.  List  No  144.) 

Debate  atfy'oumed  till  To-morrow^ 
Mr.  Chance 


OPEN  SPACES  (DUBLIN)  BILL.— [BitL  80.] 

{ifr.  William  Hedmond,  Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan,  Mr 

Murphy,  Mr.  JDwyer  Gray,  Mr,  Timothy 

EarringUm.) 

SECOND   BEADINO. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Mr.  MUEPHY(Dublin,  St.  Patrick's): 
I  beg  to  move  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill.  The  chief  objects  for  which  this 
Bill  was  intended  are  provided  for  by 
the  Metropolitan  Open  Spaces  Exten- 
sion Bill,  which  has  passed  the  third 
reading  in  this  House,  and  which  ap- 
plies to  Ireland ;  but  this  Bill  contains 
certain  provisions  that  the  Local  (Govern- 
ment Board  did  not  think  desirable  to 
embody  in  the  general  Bill ;  they  apply 
specially  to  Dublin,  and  will  materially 
assist  Lord  Ardilaun  and  his  Committee 
in  their  efforts  to  create  recreation  grounds 
by  enabling  old  lane  ways  and  passages 
which  have  become  only  nuisances  to  be 
closed  up.  I  trust  there  will  be  no  ob- 
jection to  this  stage,  and  ample  time  will 
be  afforded  for  the  consideration  of  the 
clauses  which  are  proposed  to  be  em- 
bodied in  the  Bill  before  the  Committee 
stage  is  entered  upon. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — {Mr.  Murphy.) 

Thb  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  for  IRELAND  (Colonel 
E[ino-Habmak)  (Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet) : 
The  Government  had  hoped  that  the  Me- 
tropolitan Open  Spaces  Act  sufficiently 
dealt  with  this  subject;  but  as  hon. 
Members  seem  to  think  there  are  some 
points  not  dealt  with  applicable  specially 
to  Dublin,  and  that  the  Bill  is  in  accord 
with  some  project  of  Lord  Ardilaun, 
the  Government  will  not  oppose  the 
second  reading,  reserving,  however,  full 
liberty  of  action  in  reference  to  the  next 
stage. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Thursday  9th  Jdne. 

MOTIOI^S. 


NATIONAL  DEBT  AND  LOOAL  LOANS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exche* 
quer,  Bill  to  amend  the  Law  respecting  the 
rTational  Debt  and  the  charge  thereof  on  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  and  to  make  furUier  pro- 
virion  respecting  Local  Loans,  ordend  to  be 
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brought  in  by  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  Mr.  Jackson. 
Bill i»r^«mM,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  266.] 

FOBEST  SCHOOL, 

Ordered^  That  a  Select  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  consider  whether  by  the  Establi^- 
ment  of  a  Forest  School,  or  otherwise,  our 
woodlands  could  be  rendered  more  remunera- 
tire. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  do  consist  of 
Eighteen.  Members. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  haye  power  to 
send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 

Ordered,  That  \he  Minutes  of  Evidence  taken 
before  the  Select  Committee  on  Forestry,  in 
the  Sessions  1885-6,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee.—(^rr  Edmund  Leehmere.) 

aAYING  LIFB  AT  BEA. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the 
Sdect  C<Mnmittee  on  Saving  Life  at  Sea  that 
they  have  power  to  inquire  and  report  as  to  the 
fittings  and  appliances  on  board  British  Mer- 
chant Ships,  with  a  view  to  the  safety  of  life. — 
{Baron  Henry  de  Wormt.) 

House  adjourned  at  half  after 
Three  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS, 
Tuesday,  \1th  May,  1887. 


MINUTES.]  —  Select  CoMMnrEES  —  Jubilee 
Senrice  in  Westminster  Abbey,  nominated  • 
Babies  in  Dogs,  appointed. 

Public  Bills  —  Firat  Reading  —  Incumbents' 
Beeignation  Act  (1871)  Amendment  *  (104). 

Second  i^Aufifi^— Begistration  of  Bogs  in  the 
Meteopolis  (73);  Crofters)  Holdings  (Scot- 
land) (90) ;  County  Courts  Consolidation  * 
(78). 

C^Mt/ee^-^Irish  Land  Law  (58-106). 

Committed'-'  Report -^IjBxA  Transfer  (67-105); 
Polioe  Force  Enfranchisement*  (77). 

PaoTisi03iAL  Order  Bills  —  First  Heading  — 
Pier  and  Hazbonr  *  (103). 

Second  Beading  ~  Locied  Government  (High- 
ways) •  (87)  ;  Local  Government  (Poor 
Law)  *  (88) ;  Local  Government  (Poor  Law) 
(No.  2)  •  (89). 

LAND  TRANSFER  BILL.— (No    67.) 
{^Tke  Lord  Chancellor.) 

COHMITTBB. 

Order  of  tbe  Day  for  the  House  to  be 
pot  into  Committee  read. 

Thb  liOED  OHANOELLOE  (Lord 
Haubbxjbt)  saidi  the  object  of  the  Bill 
WIS  to  meet  a  real  and  substantial 
grieranoe,  which  he  believed  existed  at 
the  present  time,  and  which  prevented 
the  owners  of  land  from  enjoying  proper 
&eiHtie6  for  disposing  of  their  property. 


One  serious  difficulty  which  stood  in 
their  way  was  the  perpetual  necessity 
for  the  examination  of  the  title  which 
had  to  take  place,  every  time  land, 
however  small  the  parcel,  was  trans- 
ferred. It  was  with  a  view  to  get  rid 
of  that  grievance,  and  not  in  order  to 
yield  to  any  popular  clamour,  that  the 
measure  had  been  introduced.  The 
measure  would  not  abolish  settlements 
or  wills,  but  was  designed  to  prevent 
litigation  in  respect  of  estates  tail  in 
future,  and  would  in  regard  to  transfer 
abolish — as  far  as  possible— the  distinc- 
tion between  real  and  personal  pro- 
perty. Without  departing  from  the 
main  lines  of  the  Bill,  he  was  desirous, 
as  far  as  he  could,  to  meet  the  suggestions 
which  had  been  thrown  out  by  both  his 
noble  and  learned  Predecessors  in  Office, 
and  that  he  had  endeavoured  to  do  by 
means  of  a  number  of  clauses,  which 
were  of  course  of  a  technical  nature,  and 
could  not  be  suddenly  put  before  the 
House  so  as  that  their  Lordships  should 
be  able  to  understand  them  at  once. 
He  therefore  proposed  to  commit  the 
Bill  pro  formd  in  order  to  have  the 
Amendments  printed  together  with  the 
Bill,  and  to  postpone  the  discussion  in 
Committee  until  after  the  Whitsuntide 
Holidays. 

Moved,  **  That  the  House  do  now  re« 
solve  itself  into  Committee.**  —  (The 
Lord  Chancellor.) 

Motion  agreed  to ;  House  in  Commit- 
tee accordingly;  Bill  reported  without 
Amendment :  Amendments  made  :  Bill 
re-committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House;  and  to  be  printed  as 
amended.    (No.  105.) 

REGISTRATION  OF  DOGS  IN  THE 

METROPOLIS    BILL.— (No.  73.) 

{The  Lord  Mount- Temple.) 

SECOND    BEADIKG. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

Lord  MOUNT-TEMPLE,  in  moving 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time, 
said,  that  the  measure  would  not  inter- 
fere in  any  way  with  the  existing  laws 
and  regulations  in  regard  to  dogs,  but 
it  proposed  some  additional  precautions 
for  dealing  with  them.  There  was  a 
large  number  of  homeless  dogs  wander- 
ing about  the  streets  of  the  Metropolis. 
Experience  both  in  England  and  in  other 
countries  showed  that  the  muzzle  was  to 
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a  great  extent  a  failure,  and  it  was 
yerv  seldom  that  a  mad  dog  was  seen 
with  a  muzzle  on.     In  the  early  stages 
of  rabies  it  was  well  known  that  a  dog 
became  very  nervous  and  much    dis- 
tressed ;   he  shrank  from  noise  and  the 
light,  and  his  instinct  was  to  hide  him- 
self &om  human  supervision.  When  the 
disoi'der  was  becoming  more  serious  he 
might  escape  from  his  master's  house 
into  the  street.     Sometimes  also  a  dog 
managed  to  displace  the  muzzle  with  his 
paws.      He  argued  that  not  only  did 
muzzles  prevent  dogs  lapping    water, 
but  they  hindered  breathing  to  some 
extent  in  hot  weather.  As  far  as  he  had 
studied  the  matter,  therefore,  it  seemed  to 
him  that  muzzling  dogs  to  prevent  rabies 
was  a  a  delusion  and  a  snare.  The  Bill  pro- 
vided that  after  the  31  st  December,  1887,  a 
dog  found  in  any  public  place  within  the 
Metropolis    not  wearing  a  collar    and 
badge  shall  be  deemed  not  to  be  under 
control.     Every  householder  or  occupier 
of  any  house,  or  part  of  a  house,  must 
make  and  sign  a  return  of  the  number 
of  dogs  kept  within  seven  days  of  the 
demand  for  such  a  return  being  made 
by  the  chief  officer  of  police  for  the  dis- 
trict. The  chief  officer  of  police  in  every 
district  must  provide  a  register  contain- 
ing the  particulars  relating  to  all  dogs 
kept  by  persons  residing  in  the  district. 
Every  person  keeping  a  dog  must  have 
it  registered,  and  on  the  receipt  of  the 
license  shall  receive  an  official  badge 
indicating  the  number  of  the  dog  on  the 
register  and  the  year  to  which  the  num- 
ber is  applicable.      No  dog   shall  be 
permitted    to    appear    in    any    public 
thoroughfare  without  a  collar  having  a 
badge ;  and  the  fact  that  an  animal  was 
found  without  the  badge  would  be  ^rmd 
facie  evidence  that  the  animal  had  no 
owner,  and  might  be  taken  charge  of 
and  destroyed.      It  is  not  necessary  that 
the  registered  number  of  a  dog  shall  be 
changed  when  a  dog  is  transferred  from 
one  owner  to  another,  but  the  person 
who  becomes  possessed  of  a  dog  with  a 
registered  number  must  give  notice  of 
the  change  of  ownership  within  three 
clear  days  to  the  principal  police  office 
of  a  district.      This  system  had  been 
found  to  work  well  in  Vienna  and  other 
places,  and  he  thought  that  it  would 
obviate  the  necessity  of  muzzling.  Every 
person  keeping    a    dog    which    shows 
symptoms  reasonably  inducing  a  sus- 
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picion  of  rabies  must  give  notice  to  the 
chief  officer  of  police  for  the  district, 
who  shall  cause  the  animal  to  be 
examined.  If  found  to  be  suffering 
from  rabies  the  dog  will  be  destroyed  ; 
if  not,  it  will  be  returned  to  the  owner. 

Moved,  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
—(1%^  Lord  Mount  Temple,) 

Thb   lord   president   of  the 
COUNCIL  (Viscount  Cbanbrook)  said, 
the  noble  Lord  had  taken  somewhat  un- 
necessary trouble  in  addressing  to  the 
House  an  argument  which  did  not  meet 
any  of  the  points  to  which  objection  had 
been  taken.    If  it  had  been  proposed 
to  apply  the  Bill  to  the  whole  Kingdom 
there  might  have  been  a  good  deal  to 
be  said  for  the  tone  he  had  adopted  in 
regard  to  the  muzzling  of  dogs  gene- 
rally.    It  was,  however,  a  Bill  dealing 
only  with  the  Metropolis,  and  the  re- 
marks of  the  noble  Lord  were  somewhat 
outside  the  question.     Opinion  was  not 
at  all  settled,  as  the  noble  Lord  seemed 
to  suppose,  as  to  the  question  of  muzzling. 
The  noble  Lord  had  spoken  of  what  he 
regarded  as  the  injury  done  to  dogs  by 
the  system  of  muzzling;    but  his  opi- 
nions were  by  no  means  accepted  by 
experts.    Both  humanely  as  respected 
the  dogs,  and  safely  as  respected  human 
beings,   he  thought    it  very  desirable 
there  should  be  an  inquiry  upon  the 
subject,  and  he  should  move  that  eve- 
ning for  a  Committee  with  that  object. 
Various    theories    were    advanced    for 
rabies,   and   before  further  legislation 
took  place  upon  this  subject  he  thought 
that  it  was  most  desirable  that  they 
should  have  before  them  the  Report  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  hydrophobia 
in  human  beings,  and  M.  Pasteur  s  plan 
of  dealing  with  it.    This  would  leave 
them  free  to  deal  with  hydrophobia  in 
dogs.     He  did  not  propose  to  oppose 
the  second  reading,   because  the  Bill 
would  be  comparatively  harmless  in  its 
effect.     Whether  one  of  the  modes  pro- 
posed to  be  adopted  for  preventing  wild, 
masterless  dogs  going  about — which  in 
itself  was  a  source  of  danger — would  be 
accepted  by  the  public  generally,  whe- 
ther people  would  be  prepared  to  go  to 
the   expense   of   having  arrangements 
made  with  the  police  by  which  the  police 
were  to  take  into  custody  all  the  dogs 
they  saw  with  premonitory  symptoms  of 
rabies,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say ;  but, 
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at  the  same  time,  it  was  one  of  the 
modes  which  had  been  adopted  in  Vienna. 
The  method  did  not  supersede  muzzling, 
because  tbere  was  no  attempt  in  the  Bill 
to  say  that  one  method  was  more  effi- 
cient than  another.  He  did  not  want 
to  enter  upon  the  question  whether 
muzzling  ought  to  be  done  away  with 
altogether  or  not,  because  it  was  a  con- 
troverted question,  and  he  would  only 
say,  therefore,  that  he  should  not  be 
prepared  to  assent  to  the  further  pro- 
gress of  the  Bill  until  there  had  been  an 
inquiry  upon  the  subject  of  rabies  in 
dogs  ;  so  that  good  and  sound  evidence 
and  information  might  be  obtained  as 
to  the  best  mode  of  dealing  with  dogs 
for  the  prevention  of  disease  and  the 
protection  of  human  beings.  He  was 
afraid  that  if  he  entered  into  this  subject 
at  the  same  length  that  the  noble  Lord 
had  done,  their  Lordships  would  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  he  himself  required 
a  muzzle. 

LoBD  BELPEK  said,  he  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Local  Authority  of  a  county — 
the  County  of  Notts — in  which  there  had, 
perhaps,  been  more  rabies  than  in  any 
part  of  the  Kingdom  except  London,  and, 
m  compliance  with  requisitions  from  the 
hospital  authorities,  and  others  well 
qualified  to  judge,  they  had  found  it 
necessary  to  muzzle  all  the  dogs  in  the 
county ;  and  he  believed  that  that  order, 
in  so  far  as  it  had  been  enforced,  had 
been  valuable  in  its  results.  But  it  had 
not  been  so  efficacious  as  it  might  have 
been,  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  extend  the  regulation  beyond 
the  actual  boundaries  of  the  county,  and 
several  cases  had  occurred  on  the  borders 
of  neighbouring  counties  where  similar 
r^;ulations  were  not  in  force.  In  one 
case  in  a  neighbouring  county,  a  poor 
boy  was  bitten  by  a  mad  dog  and  died — 
muzzling  regulations  being  in  force  in 
Notts  at  the  rery  time,  only  a  few  yards 
distant.  He  ventured,  therefore,  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  President  of  the 
Council  to  this  point,  and  asked  him 
whether  it  would  not  be  desirable  to 
give  power  to  extend  provisions  against 
rabies  beyond  county  borders.  He  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  the  Committee  to 
be  appointed  would  consider  whether 
some  means  could  not  be  devised  for 
extending  the  area  of  publication  in 
muzzling  was  to  be  enforced. 


Motion  agned  io;  Bill  read  2\ 


CROFTERS'    HOLDINGS   (SCOTLAND) 

BILL.  —  (No.  90.) 

{The  Marquess  of  Lothian,) 

SECOND    BBADHra. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

The  SECRETAET  fob  SCOTLAND 
(The  Marquess  of  Lothian),  in  rising  to 
move  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time,  said,  that  it  was  an  Amendment  of 
the  Crofters  Act  passed  last  year,  and 
had  been  under  the  consideration  of 
Her  Majesty's  Qovemment  for  some 
time.  In  fact,  it  was  prepared  by  his 
Predecessor  in  Office,  who  was  now 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  liord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland.  Ais  he  understood,  it  was 
was  not  brought  forward  earlier  because 
of  certain  difficulties  felt  by  the  Com- 
missioners under  the  Crofters  Act  in  the 
way  of  carrying  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  into  effect.  Those  difficulties  had 
now  been  overcome,  and  the  Qovem- 
ment now  thought  the  Bill  might  ad- 
vantageously be  brought  before  their 
Lordships.  Under  the  Crofters  Act  of 
last  year,  it  was  provided,  under  the  4th 
section  of  the  6th  clause,  that,  in  the 
case  of  any  crofter  making  an  applica- 
tion to  the  Commissioners  for  the  con- 
sideration of  a  re-valuation  of  his  rent, 
and  the  amount  of  his  arrears  he  should 
be  bound  to  pay  to  his  landlord,  the 
Commissioners  were  entitled  to  eist  all 
proceedings  for  the  removal  of  the 
crofter  in  respect  to  non-payment  of 
rent,  until  his  application  had  been  de- 
termined upon  by  the  Commissioners 
upon  such  terms  as  to  payment  of  rent 
and  arrears  as  they  might  think  fit. 
Judging  from  the  debate  in  the  House 
of  Commons  upon  this  clause  on  the  5  th 
April,  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  had  been 
understood  by  those  who  had  introduced 
this  measure,  and  also  by  the  House  of 
Commons  generally,  that  it  was  in- 
tended, though  not  actually  stated  in 
terms,  that  the  result  of  that  clause 
would  be  that  in  the  case  of  any  crofter 
making  such  an  application,  proceedings 
should  be  sisted  until  the  Crofter  Com- 
mission had  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering and  deciding  upon  his  case. 
It  turned  out,  however,  that,  by  the  first 
clause  of  the  Act,  any  crofter  who  be- 
came a  notour  bankrupt  was  precluded 
from  the  provisions  off  the  Act;  and, 
therefore,  whether  intentionally  or  un- 
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intentionally,  by  what  he  might  term  a 
side  wind,  it  was  possible  for  any  land- 
lord who  wished  to  do  so  to  defeat  the 
intention  of  Parliament,  and  to  exclude 
a  crofter  tenant  from  the  operation  of 
the  Act  by  taking  proceedings  in  bank- 
ruptcy against  him,  and  making  him  a 
notour  bankrupt.  He  did  not  think  that 
that  could  have  been  the  intention  of 
the  Act  of  last  year,  because  if  it  had 
been  possible  for  the  Commission  to 
undertake  the  consideration  and  adjust- 
ment of  all  the  applications  made  to 
them  at  once,  this  difficulty  would  not 
have  arisen.  But  owing  to  the  number 
of  applications  which  had  been  made, 
and  were  likely  to  be  made,  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  Commission  to  adjudi- 
cate upon  them  all  for  many  months, 
perhaps  it  might  be  for  many  years. 
That  was  not  the  fault  of  the  crofters 
themselres,  neither  of  the  landlords, 
who  were  anxious  that  their  cases  should 
be  decided  at  once ;  but  under  the  Act 
as  it  now  stood  this  was  simply  impos- 
sible, and  it  might  become  necessary,  or 
some  landlord  might  feel  it  incumbent 
upon  him,  to  proceed  against  a  tenant 
by  making  him  a  bankrupt,  and  thus 
excluding  him  from  the  benefits  of  the 
Act,  which  were  meant  to  be  in  their 
favour.  That  was  only  one  side  of  the 
question.  There  was  the  side  of  the 
landlords  themselves.  He  would  like, 
with  regard  to  this,  to  record  his  opinion 
that  the  landlords  had,  on  the  whole, 
almost  universally  behaved  toward  the 
crofters  with  the  utmost  forbearance, 
and  had  not  done  what  the  law  per- 
mitted them  to  do,  but  there  was  a  del- 
ing of  insecurity  on  the  part  of  the 
crofters  with  regard  to  the  terms  of  the 
Act.  On  the  one  hand,  it  would  be  very 
simple  to  protect  the  crofters  from  being 
proceeded  against  imder  this  Act  until 
the  Commissioners  had  an  opportunity 
of  adjusting  their  claims;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  claims  of  the  landlords 
should  also  be  taken  into  consideration. 
If  it  were  put  out  of  the  power  of  the 
landlords  altogether  to  proceed  against 
any  tenant  for  recovery  of  arrears  until 
the  Commission  had  adjudicated  on  the 
case,  there  was  no  doubt  that,  in  many 
instances,  the  landlords  would  receive 
no  rent  at  all  for,  perhaps,  two  or  three 
years.  The  case  of  the  crofters  was 
that  they  should  not  be  proceeded 
against  by  the  landlords,  so  as  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  benefits  of  the  Act.    On 
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the  other  hand,  the  landlords  should  not 
be  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  ob- 
taining rent  or  arrears  from  tenants  who 
were  perfectly  able  to  pay.  It  was  pro- 
posed by  this  Bill  to  meet  the  necessities 
of  the  case  of  both  landlord  and  tenant. 
In  the  first  place,  under  Clause  2,  the 
Crofters  Commission  would  have  the 
power  of  prohibiting  such  sale  by  the 
landlord  of  the  tenant's  effects  as  would 
make  the  crofter  a  notour  bankrupt  until 
the  case  was  finally  determined  by  the 
Commission.  On  the  other  hand,  if,  on 
being  proceeded  against  by  his  land- 
lord, a  crofter  should  make  application 
to  the  Commission,  the  Commission 
were  given  power  to  make  such  in- 
quiries as  might  be  deemed  necessary 
in  order  to  see  whether  the  crofter  was 
really  able  or  unable  to  pay  the  whole 
or  any  portion  of  the  rent  and  arrears. 
Although  the  question  was  one  of  some 
difficulty,  he  hoped  their  Lordships 
would  agree  that  the  matter  between 
the  crofters,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
landlords  on  the  other,  had  been  fairly 
met  by  the  terms  of  this  Bill.  The 
question  was  somewhat  difficult,  because 
the  effect  of  this  Bill  could  only  last  as 
long  as  the  Crofters  Commissioners  were 
engaged  in  adjudicating  on  the  applica- 
tions made  to  them,  and  because,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  it  did  prevent  landlords 
from  recovering  rents  which  might  be 
justly  due  to  them.  But  he  would  ask 
them  to  remember  that  not  onlv  this 
Bill,  but  the  Crofters  Act  itself,  had 
been  framed  to  meet  an  exceptional 
state  of  matters ;  and  he  thought  that 
their  Lordships  would  not  object  to  this 
Bill,  which  was  really  merely  a  question 
of  giving  effect  to  the  principle  which 
the  Act  of  last  year  had  been  intended 
to  carry  out.  In  conclusion,  he  begged 
to  move  the  second  reading  of  the  SiU. 

Moved,  ''That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2«." 
— {The  Marquees  of  Lothian,) 

The  Duke  of  AEGYLL  said,  he 
willingly  acquiesced,  so  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  in  the  passing  of  this  Bill, 
which  was  brought  forward  with  the 
view  of  carrying  out  what  he  believed 
was  the  intention  and  effect  of  the  4  th 
sub-section  of  the  6th  clause  of  the 
Crofters  Act.  Their  Lordships  would 
recollect  that,  under  that  Act,  something 
of  the  same  system,  with  regard  to  the 
valuation  of  rents,  was  applied  to  the 
small  tenantry  of  the  West  and  North 
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Highlands  of  Scotland  as  had  been 
applied  to  Ireland.  That  was  to  say, 
throe  gentlemen  were  commissioned  to 
go  oyer  the  country  and  ascertain  how 
far  the  rents  of  these  small  tenants, 
under  £30,  were  or  were  not  excessiye. 
Of  course,  they  had  undertaken  their 
work  at  a  time  of  very  deep  depression, 
and  it  naturally  followed,  from  that 
power,  that  some  restraint  was  placed 
on  the  landlords  in  respect  to  proceeding 
against  their  tenants  for  arrears  of  the 
rent  which  might  turn  out  to  be  ex- 
cessive. Therefore,  the  4th  sub-section 
of  the  6th  clause  provided  that,  on  the 
application  of  a  crofter,  the  Commission 
might  sist,  or  stop  all  proceedings  for 
die  removal  of  the  crofter  for  non-pay- 
ment of  rent  until  the  Commission  had 
come  and  viewed  his  holding.  He  con- 
fessed that  when  the  Act  was  passed, 
he  was  of  opinion  that,  under  that  clause, 
tiie  Commission  had  full  power  to  stop 
all  proceedings  for  arrears.  It  turned 
out,  however,  on  some  landlords  having 
I^oceeded  against  their  tenants  for 
arrears,  that,  though  the  Act  did  stop 
proceedings  for  eviction,  it  did  not  stop 
proceedings  for  the  sale  of  the  tenant's 
cattle  and  effects ;  and  it  was  found  by 
another  clause  that  when  the  cattle  had 
been  sold,  and  the  tenant  was  declared 
bankrupt,  he  could  be  turned  out  of  his 
holding.  Therefore  there  was  a  back 
door  open  by  which  landlords  might  in 
certain  cases  evade  the  intention  of  the 
Act  and  turn  out  their  crofter  tenants. 
These  were  the  circumstances  which 
called  for  this  Bill.  His  noble  Friend 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  (the  Marquess 
of  LoUiian)  had  frankly  admitted  that 
the  Crofters  Commission  had  proceeded 
60  much  more  carefully  than  the  Com- 
nuwioners  had  done  in  Ireland,  that 
they  were  taking  a  very  loug  time  in 
their  valaatious.  Thoy  were  going  very 
carefully  over  every  farm,  traversing 
the  ground  with  great  care,  holding 
long  sittings,  taking  elaborate  evidence, 
and  they  were  going  so  slowly  that,  as 
his  noble  Friend  had  said,  they  might 
take  many  years  before  they  had  finished 
their  work.  He  hoped  that  was  exagge- 
rated, bat  he  was  afraid  they  would 
take  some  years  before  they  went  over 
flke  whole  ground.  They  had  been 
ntdng  some  months  in  the  Island  of 
Skye  alone,  and  had  not  yet  overtaken 
half  of  the  daims.  There  were  some  of 
the  proprietors  who  could  hardly  afford 


to  stand  out  of  the  whole  of  their  rents 
for  a  long  time ;  therefore  the  Oovem- 
ment  had,  while  they  carried  out  the 
intentions  of  the  Act  and  prevented  the 
landlords  from  evicting,  on  the  other 
hand,  allowed  the  landlords  to  summon 
their  tenants  for  rents  which  were 
reasonable.  On  application  the  two 
parties  were  to  come  before  the  Com- 
mission, and  the  Commission — upon 
affidavits  laid  before  them — were  to 
decide  how  much  of  the  arrears  should 
stand  until  the  Commission  were  able 
to  go  over  the  grounds.  There  were 
facts  which  could  easily  be  placed  before 
the  Commission  which  would  enable 
them  to  judge  whether,  at  least,  a  por- 
tion of  the  arrears  could  be  paid  up, 
leaving  the  remainder  until  the  decision 
of  the  Commissioners  on  the  application 
to  fix  fair  rent.  He  was  willing  to  agree 
to  that  compromise,  and  he  gave  his 
assent  to  the  Bill.  But  he  wished  to 
take  notice  of  a  Question  which  was  put 
in  '*  another  place,"  which,  it  was  need- 
less to  mention,  was  put  by  one  of  the 
Members  who  were  called  the  crofter 
Members,  and  who,  he  thought,  were 
not  always  very  scrupulous  in  their 
statements  with  regard  to  landlords  as 
they  might  be.  The  Question  was  put 
in  **  another  place  "  to  know  whether  is 
was  not  true  that  the  landlords  in  all 
the  crofting  counties  in  Scotland  had 
intended  to  proceed  against  their  ten- 
ants. Of  course,  that  Question  gave 
the  impression  to  Parliament  and  the 
country,  and,  he  was  afraid, was  intended 
to  give  the  impression,  that  landlords 
generally  were  trying  to  evade  the  Act, 
and  to  ts^e  advantage  of  the  proceedings 
under  the  1st  clause  of  the  Crofters 
Act.  His  knowledge  of  the  country  en- 
abled him  to  say  absolutely  that  that 
suggestion  was  absolutely  not  true.  It 
might  be  literally  true  that  one  or  two 
landlords  in  the  country  had  taken  that 
course,  but  he  had  not  the  slightest  doubt 
there  were  cases  in  which  they  were  jus- 
tified in  doing  so.  He  had  read  very 
carefully  the  proceedings  before  the 
Commission  since  the  commencement, 
and  was  very  much  struck  with  the  evi- 
dence given — especially  in  Skye — and 
the  observations  of  Sheriff  Brand,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Commission,  from  which 
it  appeared  clearly  that  many  cases  came 
before  him  in  which  crofters  voluntarily 
withheld  rent  which  they  were  perfectly 
able  to  pay.    These  cases  had  elicited 
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from  Sheriff  Brand  very  severe,  and,  in 
some  cases,  very  significant  observations. 
There  were  some  cases  in  which  tenants 
had  sold  cattle  and  had  not  given  a  6i. 
or  Is,  of  their  arrears  to  their  landlords, 
and  others  in  which  they  had  been 
buying  boats,  thus  showing  the  posses- 
sion of  considerable  sums  of  money,  and 
withholding  every  U.  of  rent  from  their 
landlords.  He  thought  in  these  cases 
the  landlords  were  justified  in  proceed- 
ing against  tenants  by  every  process 
known  to  the  law.  He  was  willing,  how- 
ever, that  these  matters  should  be  left 
to  the  arbitration  of  the  Court,  and  he 
assented  to  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

Thb  Marquess  of  LOTHIAN  said, 
he  could  most  emphatically  confirm  what 
the  noble  Duke  had  said,  that  the  action 
of  the  landlords  generally  in  the  High- 
lands against  their  tenants  was  altogether 
unfounded.  Several  cases  had  been  men- 
tioned to  him,  but  as  it  had  been  in  con- 
fidence, he  was  unable  to  say  who  they 
were.  With  regard  to  the  noble  Duke's 
observations  respecting  the  work  of  the 
Crofters  Commission,  he  understood  that 
the  Commission  would,  with  reference  to 
the  applications  made  to  them  from  the 
Island  of  Skye,  issue  within  the  next 
few  days  500  or  600  decisions. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Friday  next. 

IRISH  LAND  LAW  BILL.-(No.  68.) 

(The  Lord  Frivy  Seal,  Earl  Cadogan.) 

OOMMITTSE. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be 
put  into  Committee  read. 

•  Moved,  ''That  the  House  do  again 
resolve  itself  into  Committee."  — {The 
Lord  Frivy  Seal.) 

Thb  Dukb  of  ABEECOEN  said,  that 
before  the  House  went  into  Committee 
again  upon  this  Bill  he  desired  to  make 
an  appeal  to  the  noble  Marquess  at  the 
head  of  the  Oovernment  (the  Marquess 
of  Salisbury).  He  (the  Duke  of  Aber- 
com)  and  his  Friends  on  that  side  of  the 
House  were  most  anxious  to  assist  and 
facilitate  the  progress  of  this  Bill,  and 
that  he  believed  was  also  the  desire  of 
noble  Lords  opposite;  but,  under  the 
ciroumstances,  they  desired  that  the  new 
clauses  which  the  (Government  proposed 
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to  insert  in  the  Bill,  in  the  place  of 
Clauses  21,  22,  and  23  of  the  original 
measure,  should  be  discussed  pro  formd 
this  afternoon,  and  that  then  the  Bill 
should  be  re-committed.  His  reason  for 
making  this  request  was  that  a  Bill  of 
vital  importance  connected  with  the 
interests  of  those  who  lived  in  Ireland 
had  been  introduced  by  the  Govern- 
ment, of  which  the  three  most  important 
clauses  had  been  entirely  remodelled 
by  the  Government  and  re-introduced. 
Many  Amendments  were  to  be  moved 
on  these  new  clauses,  and  the  most  of 
these  Amendments  had  only  been  placed 
in  the  hands  of  noble  Lords  this  after- 
noon. Therefore,  it  would  be  difficult — 
almost  impossible — for  noble  Lords  this 
afternoon  to  discuss  them  in  connection 
with  the  new  clauses  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  added  to  this  Bill.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  thought  the  suggestion 
he  had  made  was  not  unreasonable; 
and  he  therefore  hoped  the  Government 
would  comply  with  the  request  he  had 
made. 

Lord  FITZGEEALD  said,  he  had 
great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  request 
of  the  noble  Duke  (the  Duke  of  Aber- 
corn),  and  he  could  assure  the  Govern- 
ment that  there  was  no  desire  on  his 
part  to  obstruct  this  measure.  On  the 
contrary,  it  was  his  desire  to  facilitate 
its  progress.  They  could  not  forget  the 
somewhat  protracted  Sitting  of  last 
night ;  and  he  had  been  greatly  struck 
with  the  manner  in  which  the  House  had 
been  enabled  to  dispose  of  20  difficult 
clauses  of  this  most  important  Bill,  in- 
volving great  principles,  and  carrying 
with  them  great  consequences.  He  had 
seen  with  admiration  and  pleasure  the 
way  in  which  the  discussion  was  carried 
on  by  noble  Lords  whose  personal  inte- 
rests were  deeply  affected  by  the  mea- 
sure. There  was  not  an  angry  word  or 
a  word  of  recrimination ;  on  the  con- 
trary, all  was  peace  and  quietness, 
and  anxiety  to  give  the  measure  full 
consideration,  and  an  expression  of 
willingness  to  sacrifice  their  individual 
interests  to  the  public  good.  The  Go- 
vernment now  proposed  to  strike  out 
the  clauses  which  had  been  known  as 
the  Bankruptcy  Clauses  and  to  insert 
others  of  immense  importance.  The 
noble  Duke  had  stated  that  the  Amend- 
ments to  these  new  clauses  had  only 
reached  him  that  afternoon.  Owing  to 
judicial  duties  he  had  himself  not  yet 


Motion  agreed  to;  House  a^ain  in 
Oommittee  accordingly;  farther  Amend- 
ments made  :  The  Eeport  of  the 
Amendments  to  be  received  on  Friday 
next ;  and  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended. 
(No.  106.) 

JUBILEE  SERVICE  IN  WESTinNSTER 

ABBEY. 

NOMINATION  OF  8BLB0T  OOMMITTBB. 

Select  Committee  on  :  The  Lords  following 
were  named  of  the  Committee :  The  Committee 
to  meet  on  Friday  next  at  a  quarter  past  Three 
o'clock ;  and  to  appoint  their  own  Chairman  :^ 


v.  Oxenbridge. 
L.  Boyle. 
L.  Foxford. 


L.  Kintore. 

L.  Houghton. 

L.  Colvule  of  Culross. 
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even  seen  the  Amendments.  Under 
these  circumstancesy  the  House  could  not 
adequately  enter  upon  the  consideration 
of  uiese  Amendments,  and  he  would 
suggest  that  the  three  clauses  proposed 
to  be  struck  out  by  the  CK>yemment 
should  be  struck  out,  that  the  four 
clauses  proposed  to  be  inserted  should 
be  inserted,  and  that  the  Bill  should  be 
reprinted  and  re-committed.  This  would 
necessitate  postponing  the  further  con- 
uderation  of  the  Bill  in  Oommittee  till 
after  the  Whitsuntide  Holidays,  but  the 
delay  would  not  be  unattended  with  sub- 
stantial advantages.  He  had  no  motive 
except  that  of  desiring  to  make  the  Bill 
as  good  as  possible. 

Eabl  GRANVILLE  said,  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  (Lord  Fitzgerald)  had 
stated  that  it  was  not  his  desire  to  delay 
or  obstruct  the  Bill.  That  might  with 
equal  truth  be  said  of  those  sitting  on 
that  Bench.  There  were  certain  clauses 
in  the  Bill  which  they  considered  objec- 
tionable,  and  they  did  not  as  yet  see  that 
any  satisfactory  plan  had  been  suggested 
of  remedying  the  objections  to  those 
dauseSy  but  they  did  not  desire  to  delay 
or  place  anyhindrance  in  the  way  of  the 
measure.  He  thought  the  suggestion 
that  had  been  made  for  the  recommittal 
of  the  Bill  was  reasonable,  and  he  hoped 
that  the  noble  Marquess  (the  Marquess 
of  Salisbury)  would  accept  it. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  SE- 
CRETARY OF  STATE  FOE  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbxtby) 
said,  that  though  he  should  have  pre- 
ferred to  go  on  with  the  discussion,  yet 
tiie  views  of  the  course  of  procedure 
which  commended  itself  to  the  noble 
Duke  behind  him  (the  Duke  of  Aber- 
eom),  to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
(Lord  Fitzgerald),  and  to  the  noble  Earl 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  (Earl 
Granville)  must  be  considered  to  be 
in  consonance  with  the  general  opinion 
of  the  House.  He  proposed,  therefore, 
to  accede  to  the  suggestion  that  had 
been  made.  The  only  way  he  saw  of 
eanying  out  the  wish  thus  expressed 
was  that  they  should  go  through  the 
Bill  now  pro  formdf  inserting  all  the 
Amendments  of  the  Government,  and 
sodi  other  Amendments  as  the  Govern- 
msnt  were  prepared  to  accept,  to  reprint 
the  Bin  as  amended,  and  then  to  put  it 
dovn  for  re-oommittal  until  after  Whit- 
sQstite— on  Monday  the  13th  June. 


RABIES  IN  DOGS. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  SELECT  COMSnTTEB. 

Moved,  "  That  a  Select  Ck>mmittee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  rabies  in  dogs,  and  the  laws  applicable 
thereto.~(I%4  Lord  FreHdeat,) 

Motion  agreed  to, 

INOXTMBENTS'     BESIGNATION      ACT      (1871) 
AMENDMENT  BILL.      [h.L.] 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Incumbents'  Resignation 
Act,  1871— Was  presented  by  The  Duke  of 
Buckingham  and  Chandos ;  read  1* ;  and  to  be 
printed.    (No.  104.) 

House  adjourned  at  Six  o* clock, 

to  Friday  next,  a  quarter 

past  Ten  o  clock. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS, 

Tuesday,  17 th  Hay,  1887. 


MINUTES.]— Supply— <;onn<i^#i  in  Committee 
— Resolutions  [May  16]  reported,  ^ 

Public  Bills  —  Vommittee  —  Criminal  Law 
Amendment  (Ireland)  [217]  [Eit^hth  Nighf]^ 
II.P. 

Committee — East  India  Stock  Ck>nyersion  [263- 
267]. 

Pbo VISIONAL  OaDBR  '^iLL%^ Seoond  Reading-^ 
Gas  and  Water  •  [248] ;  Gas  •  [249] ;  Local 
Government  (No.  2)  •[261];  Local  Govern- 
ment (Poor  Law)  (No.  8)  •  [260], 

QJIE8TI0N8. 


FIJI— PUBLIC    FLOGGING   OF  A 
WESLEYAN   METHODIST. 

Sir  EOBERT  FOWLER  (London) 
asked  the  Secretory  of  State  for  tlie 
Colonies,  Whether  the  Governor  of  Fiji 
has  made  any  Report  conoeminff  the 
public  flogging  of  Zephaniah,  a  NatiTO 
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member  of  the  Wealeyan  Methodist 
Chuich  ia  the  Rewa  District,  for  having 
complained  of  the  pillage  of  his  gar- 
dens ;  and.  if  bo,  what  steps  Her 
Majesty's  Qoremment  have  taken  to 
prevent  the  repetition  of  anch  a  bar- 
barous punishment  ? 

The  8ECHETAKY  of  STATE  (Sir 
Henby  Holiand)  (Hampstead) :  A 
Beport  upon  this  matter  vas  received  by 
the  last  mail,  tjome  damage  was  done 
to  Zephaniah's  garden  by  a  party  of 
hie  own  friends,  not  for  purposes  of 
pillage,  but  out  of  high  spirits.  The 
accounts  differ  as  to  the  amount  of 
damage.  Upon  this  he  wrote  a  letter 
to  a  Chief,  which  he  admits  to  have 
been  insolent  and  improper.  This  so 
incensed  a  large  assembly  of  Natives 
present  that  they  demanded  that  he 
should  bo  subjected  to  a  Native  punish- 
ment called  "butuiaki,"  which  involves 
being  knocked  down  and  jumped  and 
stamped  upon  by  a  crowd  of  angry  men, 
which  must  be  at  all  times  unpleasant 
and  is  sometimes  followed  by  fatal  re- 
sults. An  aifray  became  imminent,  and 
the  Chief  of  the  town  feslored  peace  by 
ordering  Zephaniah  to  receive  six  strokes 
and  another  man  five  strokes, 
aniah  himself  says — "  I  thought  I  had 
deserved  my  fate  and  was  satisfied.'' 
The  rest  of  the  story  is  said  to  be  ex- 
aggeration mixed  with  much  pure  in- 
vention. The  "  fngbtftil  wale  said  to 
have  been  visible  after  the  whipping 
was  caused  by  a  bnm  sustained  some 
years  before. 

SOUTH  PACIFIC-THE  NEW  HEBRIDES 

—THE  ISLAND  OF  TANNA. 

Sift    JULIAN     QOLDSMID     ( 

Pancras,    8.)    asked    the    Secretary  of 

State   for  the  Oolonies,   What  notice 

in  taken  of   a    Petition,  dated 

ler,  1883,  and  presented  to  Her 

by  Lord  Normanby  on  hJa  re- 

Eogland,  addressed  to  Her  by 

afs  of  the  Island  of  Tanna,  in 

■  Hebrides,  objecting  to  French 

ion,  saying,  that  if  the  Island 

annexed  by  any  civilized  Power 

lid  prefer  it  to  be  to  the  Aus- 

)olonie3  ? 

8E0BETART  of  STATE  (Sir 
Houakd)  (Hampatead) :  The 
iTonet  probably  refers  to  a 
which  was  received  in  June, 
an  enclosure  to  a  despatch  from 
ig  Governor  of  Viotoria.  Lord 
Si^tlbwltr 


Normanby  does  not  appear  to  be  con- 
cerned with  it  in  any  way.  The  Petition 
was  forwarded  at  the  request  of  a  Mr. 
Thomas,  correspondent  of  The  Meihoume 
Argut,  who  seems  to  have  been  mainly 
instrumental  in  getting  it  up,  and  who 
witnessed  the  marks  attached  to  it  by 
the  Natives  of  Tanna.  The  Earl  of 
Derby  informed  the  acting  Governor,  in 
reply,  that  he  had  laid  the  Petition 
before  the  Queen,  but  had  not  been  able 
to  advise  Her  Majesty  to  take  any  action 
in  reference  to  it;  and  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  had  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  French  Government  had  any 
intention  of  taking  possession  of  the 
Island  of  Tanna. 

FINANCE,  &c.  -  REDUCTION  OF  THE 
NATIONAL  DEBT  1886-7. 
Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOUET  (Derby) 
asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
What  was  the  actual  sum  applicable  from 
all  sources  for  the  reduction  of  the 
National  Debt  in  the  course  of  the  last 
financial  year,  including  the  surplus  to 
be  appropriated  under  tbe  Sinking 
Fund ;  aad,  what  was  the  actual  figures 
of  the  National  Debt  (calculated  accord- 
ing to  Sir  John  Lubbock's  Beturn)  on 
Slat  March,  1887,  as  compared  with  the 
sum  of  £711,766,232,  as  stated  for  the 
year  1886? 

The  CH  ANOELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Gosohen)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) ;  There  was  applied 
in  reduction  of  Debt  during  the  year 
1 686-7 — By  the  action  of  Life  Annuities 
and  Terms  of  Tear  Annuities,  £904,946  ; 
small  Sinking  Funds,  £22,145  ;  compo- 
sition of  Stamp  Duty,  £210,000;  Land 
Tax  and  surplus  Land  Tax,  £66,0SI  ; 
and  sundry  small  amounts,  £1,853  ;  and 
by  the  action  of  Terminable  Annuities — 
subject  to  final  oorreoLion — £4,756,532  ; 
and  by  the  action  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
attached  to  the  Suez  Canal  Exchequer 
Bonds,  £84,900.  There  was  a  surplus 
of  Eerenue  over  Expenditure  in  the 
year,  which,  representiag  the  old  Sink- 
ing Fund,  will  also  go  in  diminution  of 
Debt  — namely,  £776,006,  making  a 
total  of  £6,822,433.  The  net  Debt 
stated  on  the  principle  of  Sir  John  Lub- 
bock's Betum  stood  on  March  31, 1686, 
at  £711,788,223;  and  according  to  the 
calculation,  not  yet  finally  revised,  it 
will  be  found  to  stand  on  March  31 
last  at  £704,789,687.  Sir  John  Lub- 
bock's Beturn  for  the  present  year  will 
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be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House  as 
•ooQ  as  it  can  be  completed. 

POST  OFFICE  AND  TELEGRAPH 
SERVICES— NET  REVENUE. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAEOOURT(  Derby) 
asked  Mr.  Ohancellor  of  the  Eschequer, 
Whether  he  will  state  the  figures  at 
vhich  the  Net  Kevenue — after  deduction 
of  Expenditure — of  the  Post  Office  and 
Telegraph  Services  severally  stood  for 
the  years  1881  and  1887,  and  what  is 
the  falling  off  in  the  Net  Eevenue  of 
each  in  the  latter  as  compared  with  the 
former  period;  and,  what  is  the  ad- 
ditional sum  which  ought  to  be  charged 
against  the  Telegraph  Eevenue  in  re- 
spect to  the  purchase  money,  and  what 
was  the  net  deficiency  of  that  Eevenue 
on  such  basis  for  the  last  financial  year? 

The  CHANOELLOEopthbEXCHE- 
QUEE  (Mr.  Goschbn)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  ^'quare):  The  figures  which 
my  right  hon.  Friend  asks  for  will  be 
presented  to  the  House  in  due  course ; 
but,  in  anticipation,  I  will  give  them  as 
nearly  as  they  can  at  present  be  ascer- 
tained in  the  form  shown  in  the  Appro- 
priation Accounts.  In  1880-1  the  net 
Post  Office  Eevenue — including  in  the 
expenditure  the  cost  of  Packet  Service 
^was  £2,586,436.  For  1886-7  the 
Estimate  is  £2,400,000,  showing  a  de- 
crease in  the  six  years  of  £186,000. 
The  Telegraph  Service  showed  in  1880-1 
a  surplus  Bevenue  of  £313,284.  In 
1886-7,  however,  instead  of  a  surplus 
there  will,  it  is  expected,  be  a  deficiency 
of  £223,110,  so  that  in  the  six  years 
there  is  a  falling  off  of  no  less  than 
£556,394.  This  is  omitting  the  interest 
on  the  purchase  money  of  the  Tele- 
graphs—£326,417  a-year.  If  this  be 
tdcen  into  account  the  deficit  for  the  year 
1886-7  will  be  £549,527.  I  should 
add  that  in  both  cases  the  falling  off  in 
tiie  Bevenue  is  due,  not  to  diminished 
lee^pts,  but  to  increased  expenditure. 
YeiT  large  expenditure,  much  of  it  of  a 
capital  nature,  has  been  incurred  in  the 
last  two  or  three  years  for  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Parcds  Post  and  sixpenny 
teie^ams.  I  am  very  much  obliged  to 
my  right  hon.  Fnena  for  asking  these 
questions,  in  order  to  draw  the  attention 
<tf  the  public  to  the  falling  off  in  the 
surphu  of  the  Postal  Telegraph  Eevenue 
aiul  to  the  large  charge  which  the  Tele- 
graph Sorice  now  imposes  on  the  gene* 
fal  lerenues  of  the  country. 


ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  WAR  AND 
ADMIRALTY  OFFICES  —  THE  EVI- 
DENCE. 

Mk.  HANBURT  (Preston)  asked  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Blackpool  Division 
of  Lancashire,  Whether  theEoyal  Com- 
mission, of  which  he  is  the  Chairman, 
will  arrange  to  publish  at  once  the  evi- 
dence, which  is  now  practically  com- 
pleted, relating  to  the  War  Office,  as,  if 
such  evidence  is  not  published  until 
their  Report  on  the  War  and  Admiralty 
Offices  is  issued,  valuable  information 
on  the  subject  of  this  branch  of  expen- 
diture will  not  be  in  the  hands  of  Mem- 
bers for  use  during  the  present  Session  ? 

Sib  MATTHEW  WHITE  EIDLET 
(Lancashire,  N.,  Blackpool),  in  reply, 
said,  that  the  Commissioners  had  not 
yet  completed  the  whole  of  the  evidence 
on  the  War  and  Admiralty  Offices, 
although  it  was  very  nearly  finished.  It 
was  their  hope  and  expectation  to  be 
able  to  present  their  first  Beport  before 
the  end  of  the  Session.  Under  these 
circumstances,  it  would  be  quite  con- 
trary to  precedent,  unsatisfactory,  and 
inconvenient  to  attempt  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  his  hon.  Friend  by  publishing 
an  imperfect  and  f  ragmentfury  portion  of 
the  evidence. 

WAR  OFFICE  — INSANITARY  CONDI- 
TION OF  FORT  BURGOYNE,  DOVER. 
Mr.  PRESTON  BRUCE  (Fifeshire, 
W.)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  Whether  a  "further  minute  in- 
spection "  has  been  made  into  the  sani- 
tary condition  of  Fort  Burgoyne,  at 
Dover,  as  promised  by  him ;  and,  if  so, 
with  what  result ;  whether  troops  have 
been  quartered  in  these  barracks  since 
the  cases  of  fever  which  occurred  there 
recently ;  and,  whether  the  4th  Brigade 
Royal  Artillery  (Fife  Militia)  are  to  be 
quartered  in  this  fort  in  June  and 
July? 

The  surveyor  GENERAL  of 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  Nobthcotb)  (Exeter) 
(who  replied)  said :  Esaminations  haye 
been  made,  both  by  the  Medical  and 
Engineer  Departments,  without  dis- 
covering any  cause  which  will  account 
for  the  recent  cases  of  typhoid  fever  at 
Fort  Burgoyne.  Arrangements  have, 
however,  been  made  for  an  independent 
examination  by  an  expert  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  which  may,  I  hope, 
result  in  the  discovery  and  removal  of 
any  insanitary  condition.    Three  com- 


251 


Post  Office 


{COMMONS} 


Dublin. 


252 


panies  of  the  2nd  Battalion  East  Kent 
Begiment  were  quartered  in  the  Fort 
until  the  12th  instant,  when  the  battalion 
went  to  Lydd  for  Gaining.  It  is  in- 
tended, if  there  be  no  objection  on  the 
part  of  the  Medical  Department,  to  ac- 
commodate the  4th  Brigade  of  the  Scot- 
tish Diyision  Boyal  Artillery  in  Fort 
Burgoyne,  so  far  as  its  construction  will 
permit,  the  remainder  of  the  corps  being 
encamped  dose  at  hand. 

EOYPT  (FINANCE,  &c.)— AN  "UNAC- 
KNOWLEDGED FLOATING  DEBT." 

Mr.  BADEN.POWELL  (Liverpool, 
Kirkdale)  asked  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Whether 
he  can  give  the  House  any  information 
as  to  the  existence  and  magnitude  of 
an  '* Unacknowledged  Floating  Debt" 
which  has  been  incurred  by  the  Egyptian 
Government,  according  to  the  statement 
of  Mr.  Wilfrid  Blunt  in  27ie  Times  news- 
paper of  11th  May  ? 

Thb  under  SEORETART  of 
STATE  (Sir  J.  Fbrgusson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  The  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment have  no  '^Unacknowledged  Float- 
ing Debt,"  and  are  entirely  free  from 
advances  in  account  current  from  banks 
or  other  establishments  of  credit. 

LICENSED  VICTUALLEBS'  PROTECTION 
SOCIETY— COLONEL  KING-HARMAN, 
M.P. 

Sib  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land,  Oockermouth)  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Whether  he  can  state  if  the  report  in 
the  Margate  newspaper,  KebWs  GauiUj 
of  April  9th  is  correct,  in  which  report 
it  is  stated  that  the  Margate  Licensed 
Victuallers'  Protection  Society  held  their 
annual  dinner  at  the  Oliftonville  Hotel 
on  the  previous  Thursdav,  at  which  fes- 
tivity the  chairman  of  the  evening  was 
supported  by  Oolonel  King-Harman, 
M.r. ;  that,  as  the  evening  advanced, 
and — 

*'  As  an  extensioii  of  time  had  not  been  ob- 
tained, Colonel  King-Harman  at  this  stage 
asked  the  company  to  become  his  guests,  and 
the  chairman  vacated  his  seat ;  " 

and  that,  eventually, 

'Hbe  oompany  separated  shortly  before  mid- 
night;" 

and,  whether  he  can  inform  the  House 
if  the  police  have  taken  any  notice,  in- 
tend to  take  any  notice,  or  ought  to  take 
any  notice,  of  these  proceedings? 

Mr.  NortlmU 


The  UNDER  SEORETART  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Stuabt-WobtlbyJ  (Shef- 
field, Hallam)  (who  replied)  said :  The 
Secretary  of  State  has  received  a  letter 
from  my  right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend, 
who  tells  him  that  the  facts  are  as  stated 
in  the  Question.  The  landlord  had  for- 
gotten to  ask  for  an  extension  of  time ; 
and  at  five  minutes  to  11  o'clock,  as 
there  was  still  a  portion  of  a  musical 
programme  to  be  completed,  my  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  was  informed 
that  it  was  competent  for  him,  as  a  re- 
sident in  the  hotel,  to  invite  all  or  any 
of  the  party  to  remain  as  his  guests, 
which  he  did.  The  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings lasted  about  half  an  hour.  The 
head  of  the  Margate  Police  was  in  the 
room,  and  made  no  suggestion  of  ille- 
gality. The  Secretary  of  State  has  no 
control  over  the  local  police.  He  is  not 
aware  whether  they  have  taken,  or  in- 
tend to  take,  any  notice  of  this  occur- 
rence. Any  complaint  as  to  their  conduct 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Local  Autho- 
rities. 

WBECK    CJOMMISSIONERS*    CX)URT8, 
HULL— NAUTICAL  ASSESSORS. 

Mb.  ATKINSON  (Boston)  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, If  he  will  arrange  that  local 
nautical  assessors  be  appointed  in  future 
to  attend  the  Wreck  Oommissioners' 
Courts  when  held  in  Hull,  so  as  to  avoid 
travelling  expenses  and  delay  in  obtain- 
ing nautical  assessors  from  Oardiff^ 
Swansea,  &c.  ? 

Thb  under  SEORETART  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Stuabt-Wobtlby)  (Shef- 
field, Hallam)  (who  replied)  said :  The 
practice  has  been  the  reverse  of  that 
suggested  by  my  hon.  Friend;  and  its 
policy  is  that  the  assessors  should  be,  as 
far  as  possible,  independent  of  all  con- 
nection with  the  localities  in  which  the 
cases  arise  upon  which  they  have  to 
exercise  their  judgment. 

POST  OFFICE,  DUBUN-THB  FEMAI^ 
TELEGEAPH  STAFF. 

Mb.  T.  0.  HARRINGTON  (DubUn, 
Harbour)  asked  the  Postmaster  Oeue- 
ral.  Why  the  supervising  appointment 
granted  to  the  Dublin  female  telegraph 
staff  last  December  has  not  vet  been 
filled,  and  if  it  is  true  that  a  junior  is 
performing  the  duties  at  present ;  audj 
if  so,  whether  this  is  with  a  view  to  ap- 
point her  permanently  over  the  heads  of 
six  senior  clerks  equally  qualified  7 
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The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Baikes)  (Cambridge  University):  The 
sapervising  appointment  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  refers  is  one  of  importance, 
and  several  persons  are  being  tried  in 
torn  with  a  view  to  test  their  capabilities 
for  the  post.  This  will  require  time; 
and  no  statement  can  at  present  be  made, 
either  as  to  the  date  on  which  the 
vacancy  will  be  filled,  or  as  to  the  person 
who  will  be  selected  to  fill  it. 

Mb.  T.  0.  HARRINGTON  asked, 
was  it  not  a  fact  that  the  junior  in  the 
Office,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  six  seniors, 
had  been  selected  for  this  trial  ? 

Mb.  RATKES;  I  am  not  aware  in 
what  turn  persons  are  being  tried ;  but 
I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  trial 
will  be  confined  to  one  person. 

FINANCE,   &c.— THE  NATIONAL  DEBT. 

Mb.  mason  (Lanark,  Mid)  asked 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whe- 
ther he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House  a  Statement  showing  the  total 
amount  of  the  National  Debt  as  at  Slst 
March,  1887;  what  portion  of  the  per- 
manent charge  of  £26,000,000  will  be 
paid  for  interest ;  the  sum  payable  for 
Terminable  Annuities;  the  sum  pay- 
able for  management;  and  how  much 
will  be  available  for  the  reduction  of 
Debt? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Goschen)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square)  :  Yes,  Sir,  the  fullest 
possible  information  will  be  laid  upon 
the  Table  with  regard  to  the  matters 
which  form  the  subject  of  the  Question. 
The  Treasury  minute  explaining  my 
proposalB  with  respect  to  the  Debt 
Charge  will  be  in  the  hands  of  Mem- 
bers immediately,  and  it  will  be  found 
to  contain  all  the  information  sought 
by  the  hon.  Member. 

INLAND  REVENUE  —  INCOME  TAX  ON 
PROFITS  EARNED  BY  FOREIGNERS. 

Mm.  MASON  (Lanark,  Mid)  asked 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whe- 
thtt  he  will  inform  the  House  by  what 
meazis  the  Government  propose  to  levy 
Inoome  Tax  on  the  profits  earned  by 
foreigners  in  this  country  who  have  no 
places  of  business  here  ? 

Thi  CHANCELLOR  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUEB  (Mr.  Gosohen)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Q^o^re) :  This  Question  is  still 


before  the  High  Court  of  Justice;  and  I 
can  add  nothing  to  the  reply  which  has 
been  already  given  to  the  hon.  Member 
on  this  subject. 

ADMIRALTY  —  CON  VERSION  OF  THE 
ROYAL  MARINE  ARTILLERY  INTO 
MARINE  INFANTRY. 

Colonel  HUGHES  -  HALLETT 
(Rochester)  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  Whether  it  is  in  contempla- 
tion, as  reported,  to  do  away  with  the 
Royal  Marine  Artillery,  and  convert 
that  highly-trained  force  into  Marine 
Infantry  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  (Lord  Geoegb 
Hamilton)  (Middlesex,  Ealing) :  There 
is  no  truth  in  the  rumour  to  which  my 
hon.  Friend  refers,  that  the  present 
Board  of  Admiraltv  propose  either  to 
abolish  the  Royal  Marine  Artillery 
or  to  amalgamate  it  with  the  Marine 
Infantry. 

SOUTH  AFRICA-ZULULAND. 

Sib  RICHARD  TEMPLE  (Worcester, 
Evesham)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  Whether  the  Zulus  re- 
quested the  British  Government  to  de- 
fend them  against  the  Boers ;  and  whe- 
ther they  have  prayed  to  be  placed  under 
the  protection  of  British  Sovereignty  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
Henbt  Holland)  (Hampstead) :  I  am 
glad  the  hon.  Baronet  has  asKed  this 
Question,  as  it  enables  me  to  explain  my 
short  reply  of  yesterday,  from  which  it 
might  have  been  supposed  that  this 
Sovereignty  had  been  suddenly  sprung 
upon  the  Zulus.  Zululand  came  under 
the  paramount  authority  of  Her  Majesty 
at  the  end  of  the  war  in  1879,  and  that 
fact  was  fully  recognized  by  the  Zulus. 
The  Zulu  Chiefs,  mghtened  at  the  en- 
croachments of  the  Boers,  whom  some  of 
them  had  invited  into  Zululand,  did  ask 
us  to  defend  them.  We  undertook  to 
negotiate  with  the  new  Republic,  which 
had  been  recognized  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, and  a  line  of  boundary  has  been 
settled.  On  February  8th,  the  phiefs 
were  informed  by  Mr.  Osbom  that 
British  protection,  carrying  with  it  the 
supreme  authority  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, was  to  be  extended  to  Eastern 
Zululand.  I  telegraphed  on  February 
12th  for  information  as  to  the  feeling  of 
the  Zulus,  and  received  an  answer  on 
the  14th,  giving  Mr.  Osbom's  opinion 
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that  the  majority  of  the  Ohiefs,  includ- 
ing TTmnjamaoai  would  gladly  accede, 
that  the  people  would  be  specially  glad 
bf  British  rule,  the  only  obstacle  being 
the  opposition  of  Ndabuko.  Again,  on 
the  15th,  I  received  a  telegram  from  Sir 
Arthur  Havelock,  stating  that  Mr.  Os- 
bom  had  just  telegraphed  to  him  that  a 
favourable  answer  had  been  received 
from  Dinizalu  and  Ndabuko,  as  well  as 
the  other  Chiefs,  with  regard  to  the 
agreement.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  Her 
Majesty's  Oovemment  approved  of  Mr. 
Osborn's  action. 
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CELEBRATION  OF  THE  JUBILEE  YEAR 
OP  HER  MAJESTY'S  REIGN— FIRE- 
WORKS IN  THE  LONDON  PARKS. 

Mb.  JAMES  STUART  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  Whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  following  paragraph  in  The 
Daily  Newe  of  1 6th  May : — 

"  We  understand  that  although  the  Goyem- 
ment  have  obtained  a  grant  of  £17«000  for  the 
fitting  up  of  Westminster  Abbey,  the  War  Office 
Authorities  have  stopped  the  orders  which  had 
been  given  for  a  display  of  fireworks  in  the  Lon- 
don Parks  on  the  night  of  the  Jubilee  Oelebra- 
tion.  Steps  had  been  taken  to  provide  such  an 
entertainment  for  the  public  in  Hyde,  Regent's, 
Battersea,  and  Victoria  Parks ; " 

whether  it  is  true  that  the  War  Office 
Authorities  had  given  orders  to  certain 
pyrotechnists  for  a  display  of  fireworks 
to  take  place  on  the  night  of  the  Jubilee 
Celebration  in  Hyde,  Eegent's,  Batter- 
sea,  and  Yiotoria  Parks ;  to  whom  such 
orders  were  given ;  what  were  their  pe- 
cuniary amounts ;  what  was  the  reason 
for  countermanding  them;  in  what  man- 
ner, whether  by  lettef  or  otherwise,  they 
were  countermanded ;  and,  what  reasons 
for  countermanding  them  have  been  as- 
signed to  the  persons  entrusted  with  the 
orders  ? 

The  SEORETART  op  STATE  (Mr.  E. 
Stakhofb)  (Lincolnshire,  Homcastle): 
Certain  firms  were  consulted  by  the  War 
Office  relative  to  a  display  of  fireworks 
in  the  Parks  named,  and  were  told  to 
submit  a  programme.  This  step  was 
taken  in  consequence  of  the  near  ap- 
proach of  the  Jubilee,  and  the  probable 
large  demand  for  fireworks.  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  however,  having 
decided  that  there  should  be  no  display 
of  fireworks  in  these  Parks,  these  firms 
were  informed  by  telegraph  of  tiiat 
decision. 

Sir  Eenry  Ebttand 


WAR  OFFICE  —  THE  REVIEW  AT 
ALDERSHOT— ALLOWANCE  TO  THE 
YEOMANRY  CAVALRY. 

Mb.  HEBMON-HODQE  (Lancashire, 
Accrington)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
Her  Majesty's  (Government  to  grant  any 
pay,  or  make  any  allowances  to,  mem- 
bers of  the  Yeomanry  Cavalry  attending 
the  approaching  Beview  at  Aldershot  ? 

The  SECEETART  of  STATE  (Mr. 
E.  Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Homcastle): 
This  matter  has  been  very  carefully  con- 
sidered ;  and  it  has  been  decided  that  it 
is  not  possible  to  give  any  extra  allow- 
ance to  regiments  of  Yeomanry  Cavalry 
for  attending  the  Boyal  Beview  at 
Aldershot. 

LITERATURE,     SCIENCE,     AND      ART 
(SCOTLAND) -THE  VOTES. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Edinburgh,  W.) 
asked  the  Lord  Advocate,  Whether, 
considering  the  strong  feeling  evinced 
upon  the  subject  in  Scotland,  he  can  in- 
form the  House  what  progress  has  been 
made  in  putting  the  Yotes  for  scientific 
purposes  in  that  country  on  a  more 
satisfactory  foundation,  in  accordance 
with  the  representations  made  by  the 
Boyal  Society  and  other  learned  Bodies 
to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  in  April 
last? 

The  LOKD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.H.A. 
Macdonald)  (Edinburgh  and  St.  An- 
drew's Universities) :  This  matter  is  en- 
gaging the  attention  of  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  who  has  laid  it  before  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury,  who  have  at  pre- 
sent the  subject  under  consideration. 

PUBLIC  MEETINGS  (IRELAND)  —  SUP- 
PRESSION  OF  PUBLIC  MEETINGS  IN 
ULSTER. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  1  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  it  is 
true,  as  stated  in  this  morning's  papers, 
that  the  Government  have  decided  to 
proclaim  an  anti-coercion  meeting  an- 
nounced to  be  held  this  week  in  the 
town  of  Dungannon,  County  Tyrone  ? 

The  PABLIAMENTABY  UNDER 
SECBETABY  (Colonel  Kino-Habman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said :  I  have  had  no  information  to  that 
effect 

Mb.  DILLON :  WiU  the  riffhfe  bim, 
and  gallant  Qgot^MyHi  iK|^  ?  , 
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Colonel  KING-HAEMAN:  Yes;  I 
will  inquire,  and  let  the  hon.  Member 
know  in  the  coarse  of  the  evening. 

Mb.  T.  C.  HAERINGTON  (Dublin, 
Harbour) :  Perhaps  some  other  Irish 
Officer  in  this  House  will  give  us  some 
information  on  the  subject.  May  I  ask 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  if  he 
knows  anything  about  it  ? 

Thb  attorney  general  fob 
ntELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  XJni- 
vereity) :  No,  Sir.  A  matter  of  that  kind 
would  not  come  under  my  notice. 

Mb.  DILLON :  The  Question  is,  whe- 
ther meetings  in  Ireland  are  to  be  pro- 
claimed without  the  knowledge  and  con- 
sent of  any  responsible  Minister  sitting 
in  this  House  ?  I  want  to  know  who  is 
xesponsible  ? 

Mb.  holmes  :  It  is  done,  of  course, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary. 

Several  Nationalist  Membbbs:  Where 
is  he? 

Ma.  DILLON:  Let  us  know  where 
the  Ohief  Secretary  is.  We  were  in- 
formed last  night— fCW^*  of  **  Move  the 
adjournment!"]  I  do  not  desire  to 
unduly  take  up  the  time  of  the  House ; 
but  in  view  of  what  occurred  last  night, 
this  ia  a  curious  illustration  of  the  in- 
convenience of  the  obstruction  offered  to 
Irish  Members.  I  merely  wish  to  say, 
▼ith  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  that 
I  have  asked  this  Question  without  No- 
tice, because  it  is  a  matter  of  immediate 
and  urgent  importance.  I  am  told  that 
this  meeting  cannot  be  proclaimed  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Ohief  Secretary, 
and  we  were  told  last  night  that  the 
Assistant  Secretary  answers  with  the 
fullest  responsibility  for  the  Ohief  Secre- 
taiy.  Bat  now  the  right  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  informs  us  that  he  knows 
aotiiing  whatever  about  it,  and  I  there- 
fore want  to  find  out  in  what  way  we  are 
to  get  any  information  on  the  subject. 

Tm  FIRST  LORD  op  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster):  My  right  hon.  Friend 
has  had  no  Notice  of  mis  Question,  and 
my  Aght  hon.  and  learned  Friend  on 
my  right  (the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
nd)  also  liad  no  Notice  of  the  Ques« 
$9IL  IC  Notice  had  been  given  half-an- 
W9  ago,  an  intimation  would 
to  the  hon.  Member. 
J9ir,  that  in  the  course 
■MBwer  is  given. 

'  'QCBIBD  8EaiS9.] 


[The  OniEF  Secretary    (Mr.  A.   J, 
Balfour)  here  entered  the  House.] 

Mr.  DILLON:  Perhaps  the  Ohief 
Secretary  would  now  be  kind  enough 
to  answer  the  Question  asked  in  his 
absence. 
)  The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour)  (Manchester,  E.) :  Perhaps 
the  hon.  Gdntleman  will  give  Notice  of 
the  Question. 

IfOTIOir. 

0 


JUBILEE  SERVICE  IN  ST.  MARGARET'S 
CHURCH.  —RESOLUTION. 

The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  Sir,  I  rise  to  move — 

«  That,  in  celebration  of  the  Fiftieth  Tear  of 
Her  Majesty's  Reign«  this  House  will  attend  at 
the  Church  of  St.  Margaret,  Westminster,  on 
Sunday  next,  the  22nd  of  May." 

In  making  this  Motion  I  do  not  propose 
to  support  it  by  any  argument  or  by 
any  statement  of  facts.  If  I  were  to 
attempt  to  do  so  I  am  conscious  that  I 
should  weaken  the  sense  of  obligation 
and  thankfulness  under  which,  I  believe, 
hon.  Members  in  all  parts  of  the  House 
desire  to  take  part  in  this  religious 
service.  On  occasions  like  this  silence 
is  more  eloquent  than  words;  and  I 
therefore  submit  the  Motion,  with  con- 
fidence that  it  will  be  accepted  with  com- 
plete unanimity. 

Mr.  W.  E.GLADSTONE  (Edinburgh, 
Mid  Lothian):  I  desire,  Mr.  Speaker, 
with  perfect  concurrence  and  pleasure,  to 
second  the  Motion  which  has  been  made 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  agree 
with  him  that  it  requires  no  lengthened 
explanation ;  and  I  am  satis6ed  that  it 
wiu  be  received  with  general  concur- 
rence by  the  House,  and  will  not  lead 
to  an  expression  of  any  difference  of 
opinion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That,  in  oelehration  of  the  Fiftieth  Year  of 
H^'  Majesty's  Reign,  this  House  will  attend  at 
the  Church  of  St.  Margaret,  Westminster,  on 
Sunday  next,  the  22nd  of  May."— (ifr,  William 
Sifirp  Smith,) 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  wish  to  put  a  Question  to  you,  Mr, 
Speaker,  upon  a  point  of  Order.  I  wish 
to  know,  whether. you  can  inform  the 
House  of  the  exact  terms  of  the  Motion 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  some  time 
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ago,  giving  preference  to  the  Grimes 
Bill?  Is  it  not  the  case  that  the  Crimes 
Bill  must  be  the  First  Order  of  the 
Day,  if  it  is  to  obtain  precedence  on 
Tuesday  ?  I  am  not  in  possession  of  the 
exact  terms  of  the  Order,  and  therefore 
I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  cause  the 
Order  itself  to  be  read — I  moan  the 
Order  which  gives  precedence  to  the 
Crimes  Bill  on  Tuesday. 

Mr.  speaker  :  If  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  will  look  at  the 
Paper  he  will  find  that  the  First  Order 
of  the  Day  is  the  Criminal  Law  Amend- 
ment (Ireland)  Bill.  The  Motion  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  just  made 
was  put  on  the  Paper  in  the  place  it 
occupies  by  my  direction ;  because,  in 
the  first  place,  it  affects  the  proceedings 
of  the  House,  and  it  is  for  the  general 
convenience  of  the  House  that  the 
Motion  should  be  made  now.  I  am 
informed  that  more  than  400  Members 
have  signified  their  intention  to  be 
present. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  As  a  Catholic, 
I,  for  one,  have  no  objection  to  the 
Motion,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will 
meet  with  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 
I  will  only  remark  that  in  a  House 
which  contains  so  many  Irish  Members 
from  Ireland,  it  is  greatly  to  be  deplored 
that  the  50th  year  of  Her  Majesty's 
Beign  should  be  signalized  by  the  passing 
of  a  Jubilee  Coercion  Bill. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

Jtesolved,  That,  in  celebration  of  the  Fiftieth 
Tear  of  Her  Majesty's  Reig^,  this  Hoose  vnll 
attend  at  the  Church  of  St.  Margaret,  West- 
minster, on  Sunday  next,  the  22nd  of  May. 

ORDERS    OF   THE  DAY. 


CRIMINAL  LAW  AMENDMENT  (IRE- 
LAND) BILL.— [BiLi.  217.] 
{Mr,  A.  J,  Balfour^  Mr,  Secretary  MatthevDt,  Mr. 
Attorney  General^  Mr,  Attorney  Oeneral  for 
Ireland,) 

COMMITTEE.    \^Progress  IZth  May,'] 

[eighth  night.] 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Pbeliminart  Inquiey. 

Clause  1  (Inquiry  by  order    f  Attor- 
ney General). 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  2,  line  12,  at  end,  add,  „  committed 
in  a  proclaimed  district  whether  committed  be* 

JUr.  T.  M.  Healy 


fore  or  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  provided 
that  no  inquiry  eliall  be  held  under  this  section 
concerning  any  offence  punishable  under  this 
Act  committed  in  any  district  before  the  pro- 
clamation of  such  district,  unless  such  offer*'v 
would  have  been  indictable  if  this  Act  had  bc^ 
passed." — [Mr,  Attorney  General  for  Ireland.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
This  Amendment  provides  that  offences 
to  which  the  section  applies  committed 
in  a  proclaimed  district,  whether  com- 
mitted before  or  after  the  passing  of  this 
Act  shall  be  the  subject  of  inquiry  pro- 
vided that  no  inquiry  has  been  held 
concerning  an  offence  punishable  under 
the  section  committed  in  any  district 
before  it  was  proclaimed,  unless  such 
offence  would  have  been  indictable  if 
the  Act  had  not  been  passed.  Now,  it 
seems  to  me  that  that  provision  is  some- 
what unintelligible  unless  it  means  that 
an  inquiry  is  to  be  held  into  offences 
committed  in  a  district,  whether  the 
district  has  been  proclaimed  or  not.  I 
wish  to  point  out  that  the  Government 
have  had  another  Crimes  Bill  under 
which  they  were  able  to  hold  an  inquiry 
into  any  offence  committed  previous  to 
August,  1885,  and  I  think  it  would  be 
most  unreasonable  to  make  this  pre- 
liminary inquiry  apply  to  offences  com- 
mitted before  that  date.  I  will,  there- 
fore, move  as  an  Amendment  to  add  to 
the  clause  the  words  ''unless  such 
offence  was  committed  since  the  expiry 
of  the  Prevention  of  Crimes  Act,  1882." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment, 

To  add  at  end  '*  and  unless  such  offence  was 
committed  since  the  expiry  of  The  Prevention 
of  Crimes  (Ireland)  Act,  1882."-(Jrr.  7*.  Jf. 
Sealy.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes  (DubUn  Uni- 
versity):  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
words  proposed  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Oentleman. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question,  "That  the  Amendment,  as 
amended,  be  added  to  the  proposed 
Clause,"  put,  and  agreed  to, 

Mb.  holmes  :  I  have  now  to  more 
a  further  Amendment  to  provide  that 
every  summons  shall  be  in  me  form  con- 
tained in  the  Schedule,  and  that  every 
warrant  to  commit  a  witness  to  prison 
for  refusing  to  answer  a  question  ehitll 
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set  out  the  queetion  whioh  the  witness 
refused  to  answer. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  2,  line  12,  at  end,  add, ''  (10.)  Every 
■amnions  nnder  this  section  may  be  in  the 
form  in  the  Schedule  to  this  Act,  or  to  the  like 
effect.  Every  warrant  to  commit  a  witness  to 
prison  for  refusing  to  answer  a  question  put  to 
him  on  an  examination  held  under  this  section 
shall  set  out  the  question  which  the  witness  re- 
fused to  answer." — {Tk$  Attorney  Qeneral  for 
Ireland,) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
The  summons  itself,  I  presume,  may  be 
susceptible  of  Amendment.  In  this  pro- 
posal the  form  of  the  summons  is  in 
reality  left  in  blank.  May  I  ask  if  this 
is  the  proper  moment  to  discuss  the 
summons  ? 

The  chairman  :  No ;  the  form  of 
the  summons  will  be  discussed  on  the 
Schedule. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT:  Then  I  wish 
the  Go?emment  to  take  notice  of  the  fact 
that  I  propose  to  move  an  Amendment 
in  regard  to  the  form  of  the  summons 
when  the  Schedule  is  reached.  I  now 
come  to  the  second  portion  of  the  Amend- 
ment which  applies  to  the  warrant.  I 
presume  that  this  Amendment  has  been 
put  down  by  the  Government  in  fulfil- 
ment of  the  pledge  given  by  the  Attorney 
(General  for  Ireland  to  the  Oommittee 
that  the  Court  shall  have  full  knowledge 
in  dealing  with  a  witness  committed  for 
contempt,  for  refusing  to  answer  a  ques- 
tion put  to  him,  of  what  the  question 
was  whioh  the  witness  refused  to  an- 
swer. As  the  law  stands  at  present  no 
warrant  to  commit  a  witness  for  con- 
tempt in  refusing  to  answer  a  question 
gives  the  Court  any  power  unless  the 
question  was  a  lawful  one  whioh  the 
witness  refused  to  answer.  All  the 
Court  would  do  would  be  to  receive  a 
warrant  regularly  setting  forth  the  ques- 
tion ;  but  it  would  have  no  further  power 
except  to  ascertain,  in  the  first  instance, 
that  everything  connected  with  the  war- 
rant was  regular,  and  that  the  witness 
was  not  entitled  to  refuse  to  answer  the 
question  put  to  him  on  examination. 
The  Qovemment  have  rejected  an 
Amendment  to  provide  that  the  ques- 
tions d!iall  be  lawful  questions,  and  as 
the  olause  now  stands  there  is  nothing 
to  restrict  a  magistrate  from  putting 
unlawfal  questions.     For  instance,  a 


magistrate  might  ask  a  witness  in  an 
inquiry  for  wilful  murder — "  Was  your 
child  vaccinated?"  and  if  the  witness 
declined  to  answer,  and  was  committed 
to  prison,  that  question  would  appear 
on  the  face  of  the  warrant.  Of  course, 
it  would  be  open  for  the  Court  to  say 
that  it  might  afford  some  clue  in  regard 
to  the  murder  whether  the  child  had 
been  vaccinated  or  not ;  but  it  is  very 
like  the  old  saying  of  the  strawberry 
mark  on  the  arm.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
unless  the  Government  will  consent  to 
add  something  to  the  words  now  pro- 
posed, the  present  Amendment  will  be 
entirely  illusory. 

Mb.  HOLMES:  The  object  of  the 
Amendment  is  to  give  the  means  of 
quashing  an  illegal  order  of  commit- 
ment. I  may  point  out  that  the  law 
on  the  subject  is  that  where  the  com- 
mittal has  been  made  by  a  Court 
of  inferior  jurisdiction,  it  is  necessary 
to  show  on  the  face  of  the  order  what 
the  ground  of  committal  was.  By 
the  general  law  it  will  be  requisite  to 
show  that  a  summons  had  been  duly 
issued  specifying  the  character  of  the 
crime  and  the  ground  upon  which  the 
witness  had  been  sent  to  prison — namely, 
that  he  had  declined  to  answer  a  ques- 
tion put  to  him.  It  was  pointed  out 
that,  although  the  offence  would  be 
mentioned  in  the  warrant,  still  the 
Court  would  hardly  be  in  a  position  to 
judge  whether  the  commitment  was  jus- 
tifiable unless  the  question  the  witness 
had  refused  to  answer  appeared  on  the 
face  of  the  warrant.  Under  those  cir- 
cumstances, I  said  that  the  Government 
had  no  objection  to  the  question  being 
set  out,  and  if  it  should  appear  that 
there  was  no  jurisdiction  in  the  Court 
below  to  put  the  question,  the  warrant 
could  be  quashed.  That  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government,  and  in 
the  Amendment  on  the  Paper  it  is 
provided  that  the  Court  shall  inquire 
whether  the  magistrate  properly  exer- 
cised his  jurisdiction.  If  it  can  be 
shown  that  the  magistrate  exceeded  his 
jurisdiction,  then,  of  course,  the  warrant 
would  be  quashed,  and  the  magistrate 
himself  would  be  liable  to  an  action. 
That  would  be  the  position  of  the  ma- 
gistrate; but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
desirable  to  place  him  in  a  position  that 
will  enable  any  complaint  as  regards 
what  occurred  on  the  inquiry  to  be  con- 
sidered by  setting  out  what  the  question 

K  2  [Eighth  iTtghi.  J 
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was  whioh  the  witaess  refused  to  answer. 
We  certainly  cannot  consent  to  throw 
upon  the  magistrate  any  greater  re- 
sponsibility on  an  inquiry  under  this 
section  than  would  be  eutailed  upon  him 
in  an  ordinary  inquiry. 

Mb.  chance  (Kilkenny,  8.):  I 
think  the  proposed  Amendment  is  very 
objectionable  in  the  form  in  which  it 
stands.  The  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land says  that  the  inferior  Court  must 
show  that  it  had  jurisdiction  to  put  the 
question,  and  that  if  the  warranty  does 
not  show  that  the  magistrate  had  juris- 
diction, the  magistrate  himself  would 
be  liable  to  an  action.  No  doubt  that 
would  be  so  in  an  ordinary  case,  but  in 
the  case  of  a  warrant  of  this  kind  no 
crime  would  be  specified,  and  there 
would  be  no  person  accused.  In  the 
case  of  an  ordinary  warrant,  there  is  a 
crime  specified  ana  a  person  accused, 
and  the  warrant  stating  the  crime  would 
afford  the  accused  an  opportunity  of 
showing  whether  the  magistrate  had 
jurisdiction  or  not.  In  this  case  you 
have  neither  a  crime  specified  nor  an 
individual  accused,  and  therefore  the 
Court  would  have  no  means  whatever 
of  testing,  on  the  face  of  the  warrant, 
whether  it  had  been  issued  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  magistrate  or  not. 
The  first  part  of  the  Amendment  states 
that — 

«  Every  sammons  under  this  section  maj  be 
in  the  form  in  the  Schedule  to  this  Act,  or  to 
the  like  effect." 

I  cannot  imagine  how  it  is  possible  to 
use  more  objectionable  words.  As  they 
stand,  it  would  undoubtedly  be  held  by 
the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  that  the 
mat^strate  had  power  to  commit  a  man 
under  any  warrant  and  under  any  form 
of  summons.  I  will  move  the  omission 
of  the  word  ''  may  "  in  the  first  line  in 
order  to  substitute  the  word  ''shall." 

Mb.  holmes  :  I  have  no  objection 
to  the  Amendment ;  but  the  one  word 
involves  the  other. 

Mb.  chance  :  If  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  will  look  at  the 
Begistration  Acts,  he  will  find  that  the 
word  is  "  shall,'*  and  not  "  may." 

Amendment  to  the  said  proposed 
Amendment,  to  omit  the  word  ''may," 
and  insert  the  word  "shall," — {Mr, 
Chance,) — put,  and  agned  to. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  had  hoped  to 
get  from  the  Attorney  Q^neral  for  Ire- 

Mr.  Sbltms 


land  some  statement  as  to  what  he  con- 
ceives to  be  the  language  of  the  Amend- 
ment. Quo  ad  the  decision  which  was 
arrived  at  some  days  ago,  in  my  opinion 
it  is  perfectly  valueless,  and  does  not 
advance  the  matter  one  jot.    It  does  not 

Srovide  or  indicate  that  the  Superior 
burt  is  to  enter  into  the  whole  matter, 
but  the  law  is  left  entirely  as  it  stood. 
Is  it  intended  that  the  Court  of  review 
shall  have  the  shorthand  writer's  notes 
before  it?  Is  there  any  objection  to 
that? 

Mb.  HOLMES:  I  believe  that  in  this 
Amendment  I  have  given  what  I  pro- 
posed to  give,  and  all  that  I  proposed  to 
give. 

Mb.  chance  :  This  Amendment,  if 
carried,  will  decide  the  question  as  to 
what  is  to  appear  on  the  face  of  the 
warrant.  It  has  already  been  ruled 
that,  as  far  as  thei^^of  summons  is 
concerned,  it  shall  D^uecided  on  the 
Schedule.  Is  it  not  desirable  that  the 
same  course  shall  be  taken  in  regard  to 
the  warrant — namely,  that  every  warrant 
issued  under  the  section  shall  be  in  the 
form  contained  in  the  Schedule?  I 
think  it  would  be  for  the  convenience 
of  the  Committee  if  that  course  were 
adopted,  and,  therefore,  I  will  move  the 
omission  of  all  the  words  after  the  words 
"  Every  summons  under  this  section  may 
be  in  the  form  in  the  Schedule  of  this 
Act,  or  to  the  like  effect." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment, 

To  omit  the  words  "Every  warrant  to 
commit  a  witness  to  prison  for  refusing  to 
aiiswer  a  question  put  to  him  on  an  examina- 
tion held  under  this  section  shall  set  oat  the 
question  which  the  witness  refused  to  answer." 
--(Mr.  Chance,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  oe  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
proposed  Amendment." 

Mb.  HOLMES:  The  form  of  the 
warrant  is  given  in  the  Petty  Sessions 
Act  to  which  reference  has  been  made. 

Mb.  chance  :  The  warrant  givea 
in  the  Petty  Sessions  Act  cannot  possibly 
be  used  for  this  purpose,  and  for  this 
reason,  that  the  warrant  in  that  case 
states  the  offence,  it  gives  the  names  of 
persons,  and  a  number  of  other  things, 
which  cannot  possibly  be  stated  in  a 
warrant  committing  a  man  for  refusing^ 
to  answer  a  question  in  this  preliminary 
inquiry.    If  such  a  form  of  warrant  is 
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UBed  it  will  only  inyolye  trouble  in  future. 
How  can  jou  fill  up  a  warrant  stating 
speoifio  names,  when  the  very  essence  of 
the  preliminary  inquiry  is  to  discover 
whether  a  crime  has  been  committed, 
and  who  committed  it  ?  I  think  it  is 
only  reasonable  that  the  question  should 
be  postponed  until  we  reach  the  Schedule. 
We  are  making  substantial  progress 
with  the  clause,  and  we  have  every  desire 
to  assist  the  Government.  Nothing 
could  be  more  reasonable  than  to  accept 
this  simple  Amendment,  which  only 
postpones  the  matter  until  the  proper 
stage  for  entertaining  it  is  reached. 

Me.  ANDERSON  (Elgin  and  Nairn) : 
^  I  wish  to  point  out  to  the  Attorney 
Qeneral  for  Ireland  that  the  Amendment, 
88  it  stands,  is  absurd,  because  it  says 
that  the  warrant  shall  set  out  the  ques- 
tion. The  investigation  may,  however, 
involve  a  great  number  of  questions — 
for  instance,  as  to  what  the  witness  has 
been  doing  for  several  weeks.  He  may 
be  asked — **  Where  were  you  on  a  par- 
ticular day? "  and  he  says — "I  decline 
to  answer."  How  could  the  Oourt 
judge,  from  that  question,  whether  it 
was  a  question  a  witness  was  bound 
to  answer  under  the  Act  ?  In  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  when  a  witness  is  asked  a 
question,  and  refuses  to  answer,  it  is 
necessary  to  set  forth  the  context  of  the 
examination,  and  unless  this  is  done  in 
this  instance,  it  is  impossible  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  witness  refused  to 
answer  a  question  which  the  magistrate 
was  entitled  to  put.  I  am  sure  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  will  see  the 
force  of  what  I  am  pointing  out.  To 
give  one  question  alone  would,  in  many 
cases,  be  altogether  absurd.  I,  there- 
fore, hope  that  the  Government  will 
consent  to  the  Amendment  proposed  by 
the  hon.  Member,  and  that  the  form  of 
warrant  shall  be  contained  in  the  Sche- 
dule, and  shall  set  forth  what  it  was 
substantially  that  the  witness  refused  to 
answer.  It  is  quite  evident  that  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  examination  must  be 
set  out,  in  order  to  show  the  relevancy 
of  the  question  the  witness  refused  to 
snswer. 

Mm.  BBADLAUGH  (Northampton) : 
While  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  has  met  the  promise 
he  made  the  other  day,  and  while  I  think 
the  statement  of  the  question  would 
enable  the  person  challenging  it  to  raise 
the  matter  in  another  Court,  I  submit 


there  is  some  slight  inaccuracy  in  the 
view  put  forward  by  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  that  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  adopt  the  form  of  warrant 
already  set  out  in  the  Petty  Sessions 
Act.  I  do  not  think  that  that  form  can 
be  adopted  here,  and  there  must  be  a 
special  form  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
this  measure.  We  are,  therefore,  only 
wasting  time  in  discussing  the  matter. 
If  we  are  going  to  provide  that  the  form 
of  summons  is  to  be  specified  in  the 
Schedule,  I  think  it  would  be  better  to 
provide,  also,  that  the  warrant  shall  be 
set  forth  in  the  Schedule.  A  form  of 
warrant  used  in  other  cases  cannot  apply 
literally  to  this  clause. 

Mb.  holmes  :  It  would  not  apply 
literally,  but  if  you  give  a  new  form  of 
summons  the  warrant  would  follow  that 
summons.  This  is  the  third  time  that 
this  question  has  been  discussed,  and  if 
it  is  now  allowed  to  stand  over  until  the 
Schedule  is  reached  without  taking  a 
Division  upon  it,  in  all  probability  there 
will  be  a  fourth  discussion. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAECOUET  (Derby): 
I  am  anxious  to  save  the  time  of  Uie 
Committee,  and  I  will,  therefore,  ask 
the  hon.  Member,  who  moved  the 
Amendment,  if  it  is  really  necessary  that 
he  should  press  it.  The  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  as  I  understand, 
has  agreed  that  the  warrant  shall  set 
out  the  question.  I  do  not  quite  under- 
stand when  the  question  is  set  out  what 
the  Court  is  to  do ;  but  I  do  not  believe 
the  Court  would  allow  itself  to  be 
baffled  when  a  question  has  been  sent 
up  to  be  dealt  with ;  but  that  it  would 
insist  on  having  brought  before  it  all 
the  particulars  affecting  the  question. 
It  is  quito  evident  that  there  must  be 
a  new  form  of  warrant  if  a  common  form 
of  warrant  would  not  do ;  but  I  think 
that  all  these  matters  may  be  left  over 
to  a  later  stage,  because  any  decision 
we  may  arrive  at  now  would  not  con- 
clude the  matter  at  all.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  Gangway  have  already  ob- 
tained a  considerable  concession  in  the 
fact  that  the  warrant  is  to  set  out  the 
question  which  the  witness  has  refused 
to  answer 

Mb.  chance  :  I  am  willing  to  with- 
draw the  Amendment  providing  it  is 
perfectly  understood  that  I  shall  not  be 
precluded,  at  a  later  stage,  from  raising 
the  form  of  the  warrant  which  is  to  set 
out  the  question  ^*  the  witness  refused  to 
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answer."  The  form  of  warrant  will  be 
a  very  large  question  indeed,  and  must 
be  discussed  either  on  the  Eeport  or  on 
some  stage  or  other  of  the  Bill.  I  think 
the  Government  would  be  well  advised 
if  thej  left  it  over  for  discussion  until 
the  Schedule  is  reached,  rather  than 
take  it  upon  the  Beport  stage,  because 
upon  the  Beport  the  matter  would  be 
more  elaborately  and  more  formally  dis- 
cussed. I  think  it  would  be  for  the 
convenience  of  the  Committee  that  it 
should  be  raised  on  the  Schedule.  If, 
however,  the  Government  do  not  choose 
to  take  that  course,  it  is  their  own  fault 
if  further  discussion  arises. 

Amendment  to  proposed  Amendment, 
by  leave,  withdrawn, 

Mb.  MAUEICE  HEALY  (Cork): 
The  Amendment  as  it  now  stands  pro- 
vides that  the  warrant  shall  set  forth 
the  question  which  the  witness  has  re- 
fused to  answer ;  but  there  is  nothing 
to  compel  the  person  drawing  up  the 
warrant  to  specify  the  offence  in  relation 
to  which  the  witness  has  been  committed. 
I  would  ask  the  Government  to  consent 
to  add  these  words  at  the  en4,  **  and 
shall  specify  the  offence  in  reference  to 
which  the  inquiry  has  been  held." 

Mb.  HOLMES:  A  warrant  of  this 
character  would  not  hold  water  for  a 
moment,  unless  the  offence  is  distinctly 
set  forth. 

Mb.  chance  :  I  would  remind  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  that  a 
warrant  was  issued  under  Forster's  Act, 
which  ran  in  this  way — 

**  To  commit  a  man  to  gaol  for  having  been 
reasonably  euBpected  of  having  at  some  time 
or  other,  at  some  place  or  other,  committed 
some  offence  against  the  peace  of  Uer  Majesty 
the  Queen.*' 

If  we  are  to  adopt  the  form  of  warrant 
used  in  the  Petty  Sessions  Act  I  do  not 
see  how  it  can  be  made  available,  be- 
cause it  is  not  at  all  relevant  to  a  case  of 
preliminary  inquiry.  This,  however, 
is  a  miserably  small  wrangle  upon 
minor  matters,  and  if  the  Government 
really  want  to  act  squarely,  it  would  be 
easy  to  give  an  assurance  on  this  small 
but  very  reasonable  point,  and  not  to 
prolong  a  discussion  when  we  want  to 
arrive  at  more  substantial  points. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAECOUET :  I  beg 
to  move  to  add  in  page  2,  at  the  end  the 
following  Proviso: — 

Mr.  Chance 
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'<  Provided  that  no  examination  under  this 
section  shall  be  held  in  respect  of  any  matters 
relating  to  public  meetings,  or  transaction 
relating  to  the  letting,  hiring,  or  occupation  of 
land,  or  the  dealing  with,  working  for,  or  hiring 
of  any  person  in  the  ordinary  course  of  trade, 
business,  or  occupation." 

In  moving  this  Amendment  it  will  be 
my  object,  although  I  feel  that  it  is  a 
difficult  one,  to  keep  clear  of  other  parts 
of  the  Bill.  I  will  try  to  do  so  as  far  as 
I  possibly  can.  Everyone  will  perceive 
this,  that  this  first  clause  includes  all  the 
offences  under  the  Bill,  and  the  question 
.1  desire  to  raise  is  that  there  should  be 
certain  things  which  may  be  created 
offences  under  the  Bill  which  shall  not 
come  under  the  operation  of  this  clause. 
A  Division  was  taken  the  other  night  upon 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  York  (Mr.  Lookwood), 
which  specified  certain  offences  to  which 
alone  the  clause  should  be  applicable — 
such  as  murder,  arson,  and  so  forth. 
The  Committee  decided  against  the 
Amendment,  but  the  Amendment  I  now 
move  has  a  different  scope.  It  will  be 
seen  that  it  admits  the  application  of  the 
clause  to  all  offences  except  those  speci- 
fied in  the  Amendment ;  but  then  those 
are  offences  which  are  within  some 
of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill,  and  to  which,  I 
venture  to  submit  to  the  Committee, 
legislatioxi  of  this  kind  should  not  be 
applied.  The  first  observation  I  will 
make  is,  that  the  favourite  argument  that 
this  was  done  in  1882  cannot  be  applied, 
at  all  events,  to  this  argument,  because 
the  Bill  of  1882  did  not  introduce  as  an 
offence  the  matter  of  conspiracy,  such  as 
is  found  in  Clause  2,  Sub-section  1,  of 
this  Bill;  and,  therefore,  there  is  no 
question  of  making  inquiry  into  questions 
of  conspiracy.  A  similar  clause  in  the  Act 
of  1882  also  excluded  that  part  of  this 
Bill  which  refers  to  public  meetings. 
Therefore,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  no 
question  of  the  application  of  the  Act  of 
1882,  either  in  regard  to  conspiracy  or 
to  matters  relating  to  public  meetings. 
In  the  provisions  of  the  Criminal  Code 
as  introduced  into  the  House  by  Sir 
John  Holker,  to  which  reference  has 
frequently  been  made,  it  was  distinctly 
admitted  that  these  private  inquiries 
were  not  to  be  of  universal  application, 
and  that  they  were  to  be  applied  only  to 
offences  to  which  they  might  be  con- 
sidered appropriate.  In  tne  Code  of 
1882  there  was  an  express  exception  of 
all  offences  except  those  in  which  a  man 
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might  be  arrested  without  a  warrant,  a 
term  which  indicated  that,  in  regard  to 
the  classification  of  offences,  there  were 
certain  offences  which  could  only  be 
dealt  with  by  summons,  and  which 
would  not  be  subject  to  a  private  inquiry 
of  this  kind.  It  would  seem  to  be  unwise 
and  unjust  to  make  inquiries  of  this  kind 
extend  to  minor  offences,  and  expose 
people  to  an  investigation  into  all  the 
(droumstances  of  their  social  and  private 
life.  The  popular  representation  of  this 
Bill  is  that  it  is  directed  against  crime, 
and,  in  the  case  of  Scotland,  wliich  has 
been  cited  in  justification  of  the  measure, 
it  is  thoroughly  understood  that  these 
inquiries  must  be  directed  against  crime. 
Now,  people  understand  by  crime  mur- 
der, arson,  outrage,  moonlighting,  cattle 
maiming,  and  so  on ;  and  it  is  to  such 
crimes  that  these  inquiries  may  be  pro- 
perly applied.  It  is  not  necessary  for 
my  argument  that  I  should  enter  into 
the  discussion  of  this  point  at  this 
moment.  I  admit  that  it  is  so,  but  that 
is  not  the  point  which  I  desire  to  raise. 
What  I  ask  is,  will  the  Qovernment  be 
content  with  that  ?  If  they  be  content 
to  direct  this  inquiry  against  that  which 
is  popularly  understood  as  crime,  then 
they  may  get  on  very  fast  with  their  Bill. 
It  is  one  of  my  principal  objects  to  get 
at  the  mind  of  the  Government  on  the 
subject — to  know  what  are  the  purposes 
and  what  are  the  objects  to  which  they 
intend  to  direct  these  powers ;  andl  hope 
we  shall  have  from  them  a  frank  and  a 
dear  statement  on  this  subject,  which 
may  very  much  facilitate  this  discussion 
and  considerably  shorten  our  labours. 
If  the  Government  say  that  they  do  not 
intend  to  apply  this  power  to  murder, 
outrage,  moonlighting,  cattle  maiming, 
and  80  on,  but  that  they  mean  it  for 
something  else,  then  I  would  ask  what 
else  ?  The  Attorney  General  for  Eng- 
land stated  the  other  night  that  the  Go- 
vernment mean  to  direct  this  power 
against  Boycotting.  Let  us  go  a  step 
farther.  "What  do  they  mean  by  "  Boy- 
cottingf'  Do  they  mean '' intimidation?'' 
There,  again,  I  should  not  feel  inclined 
to  take  issue  with  them,  but  do  they 
mean  by  ''Boycotting"  combination? 
Again,  I  put  the  question  pointedly  to  the 
(Government,  and  I  ask  for  an  answer, 
and  a  plain  answer,  to  it.  Do  they  mean 
combination  apart  from  intimidation 
— ihe  intimidation  which  was  dealt 
with  in  the  Trades  Unions  Act  of  1875, 


which  contains  a  definition  of  intimi- 
dation. A  second  question  I  ask  the 
Government  is — Do  they  mean  to  apply 
these  powers  to  combinations  in  reference 
to  land,  in  reference  to  dealing,  in  refer- 
ence to  labour,  and  so  forth,  which  have 
not  been  an  element  of  intimidation? 
I  am  sure  the  Government  will  admit 
that  we  ought  not  to  allow  the  Bill  to  be 

Eassed  for  one  offence,  and  actually  to 
e  used  for  a  purpose  totally  different. 
Therefore,  we  have  a  right  to  under- 
stand exactly,  plainly,  and  clearly  what 
it  is  the  Bill  is  intended  to  be  used  for. 
To  my  mind,  the  expressions  contained 
in  the  Bill  are  very  suspicious.  In  the 
first  sub-section  of  Clause  2  the  con- 
spiracies and  combinations  are  set  out, 
and  they  are  kept  altogether  separate 
from  violence  and  intimidation.  The 
intimidation  section  is  Sub-section  2 ; 
but  the  section  which  relates  to  con- 
spiracy and  combination  is  Sub-section  1, 
which  has  no  reference  in  it  to  intimi- 
dation. I  can,  therefore,  only  conclude 
that  the  Government  are  directing  this 
Bill  against  combinations  which  are  not 
combinations  of  intimidation.  Other- 
wise, why  do  they  make  that  distinction? 
It  is  quite  plain  that  under  Sub-section  1 
the  Government  may  deal  with  combi- 
nations which  are  not  combinations  of 
intimidation  at  all.  Oombinations  for 
urposes  of  Trades  Unions  have  been 
eclared  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  be 
lawful.  It  was  found  necessary  by 
Statute  to  declare  them  lawful,  because 
the  Judges  had  declared  them  to  be  un- 
lawful ;  and,  therefore,  the  words  which 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  has  put  on  the 
Paper  to  meet  that  objection — ^namely, 
**  which  would  be  punishable  by  law  " 
— do  not  help  the  matter  at  all,  because 
they  simply  throw  the  tenants  of  Ireland 
back  into  the  position  of  workmen  before 
the  Act  of  1875 — that  is  to  say,  that  they 
are  subjected  to  the  law  affecting  Com- 
mon Law  conspiracy  without  protection. 
To  show  what  dangers  people  may  be 
exposed  to  under  Common  Law  con- 
spiracy, I  will  simply  quote  a  passage 
from  a  very  high  authority — a  friend  of 
mine,  Mr.  Wright,  who  is  well-known 
to  all  lawyers,  and  whose  book  was  of 
great  assistance  to  us  in  the  contest  we 
engaged  in  some  years  ago  in  regard  to 
Trades  Unions.  Those  Trades  Unions' 
discussions  were  founded  upon  the  ne- 
cessity of  making  clear,  and,  to  some 
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extent,  oyerruling,  the  deoisions  of  the 
Judges,  and  more  especially  the  decision 
which  had  been  given  in  the  case  of  the 
gas- stokers.  Mr.  Wright  says  that  in 
the  old  days  it  was  a  criminal  offence  to 
break  a  contract  between  master  and 
servant,  and  this  was  laid  down  to  be 
the  law — that  to  break  down  a  contract 
of  that  character  was  a  criminal  offence ; 
but  if  there  was  not  evidence  of  a  con- 
spiracy, it  was  not  held  that  the  break- 
ing of  a  contract,  or  a  combination  to 
break  a  contract,  was  any  offence  at  all. 
It  cannot  be  maintained  in  law  that  a 
combination  to  break  a  contract  is  a 
criminal  offence,  and  yet  that  seems  to 
be  what  is  indicated  in  the  1st  sub- 
section of  the  clause,  where  it  says — 

<*  Any  oriminal  conspiraoy  to  compel  or  in- 
duce any  person  or  persons  not  to  f  lUfil  his  or 
their  legal  obligations.*' 

What  do  the  Government  mean  by  that? 
Do  they  mean  that  if  three  persons  agree 
together  not  to  perform  a  contract  that 
that  is  a  criminal  offence  ?  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  for  England  to  answer 
that  question.  No  doubt  the  Judges, 
as  Mr.  Wright  points  out  in  his  book, 
held  that  an  agreement  to  break  a  con- 
tract was  a  criminal  offence.  That, 
however,  was  universally  recognized  to 
be  wrong ;  and  of  the  g^eat  objects  of 
the  Act  of  1875  was  to  make  it  clear 
that  no  agreement,  or  combination  to 
break  a  contract,  was  a  criminal  offence. 
I  take  it  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  will  not 
deny  for  a  moment  that,  under  that  Act, 
a  combination  not  to  keep  a  contract  is  not 
made  an  offence  in  the  Criminal  Law,  and 
yet  it  seems  that  that  is  intended  by  the 
present  Bill.  It  is  a  subject  of  which,  I 
think,  we  ought  to  have  a  clear  indica- 
tion from  the  Government  as  to  their 
view  of  the  matter.  We  ought  to  be 
told  by  them  do  they,  or  do  they  not, 
hold  that,  apart  from  intimidation,  an 
agreement  to  break  a  contract  is  a  crimi- 
nal offence.  If  that  is  so,  it  militates 
against  the  fundamental  principle  of 
law,  which  is  this — that  the  Criminal 
Law  is  not  to  be  brought  in  in  aid  of  the 
enforcement  of  a  civil  contract.  If  it 
be  true  that  a  combination  to  break  a 
contract  is  a  criminal  offence,  then  the 
person  who  enters  into  a  marriage  con- 
tract, and  who  is  induced  by  his  friends 
to  break  it  off,  instead  of  being  liable  in 
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damages,  may  be  liable  to  a  criminal 
indictment  for  a  conspiracy  to  break  a 
contract.  I  ask  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether,  in  order  to  enforce  a  contract 
of  marriage,  he  proposes  that  it  may  be 
possible  to  indict  persons  for  conspiracy 
to  break  that  contract.  I  only  wish  to 
know  where  we  stand,  and  what  the 
view  of  the  Government  is  upon  that 
question.  No  doubt,  in  the  old  days  the 
language  of  the  Courts  was  extremely 
loose ;  and  there  is  great  danger  here, 
because  the  Government  are  going,  for 
the  first  time,  to  entrust  the  dealing 
with  this  question  of  conspiracy  to  the 
Kesident  Magistrates — men  who  are 
not  necessarily  learned  in  the  principles 
of  the  law,  and  who  may  have  a 
disposition  to  strain  those  principles  of 
the  law.  If  a  man  chooses  to  strain 
the  law  of  conspiracy,  there  is  nothing 
that  he  cannot  do,  and  no  person  whom 
he  cannot  bring  within  the  meshes 
of  the  law.  In  the  case  of  Eccles,  de- 
cided in  1783,  it  was  laid  down  by  Lord 
Mansfield  that  the  illegal  combination 
was  the  gist  of  the  offence,  so  that  if  a 
person  in  possession  of  any  article  of 
trade  may  combine  to  sell  it  at  a  certain 
price,  or  not  to  sell  it  under  a  certain 
price,  every  person  who  combined  in  a 
strike  of  that  kind  could  be  indicted 
for  conspiracy.  That  is  the  Common 
Law  doctrine  in  regard  to  conspiracy — 
namely,  that  if  three  tradesmen  or 
merchants  agree  together  not  to  sell  an 
article  under  a  certain  price,  they  are 
guilty  of  conspiracy.  I  see  that  the 
Attorney  General  for  England  smiles  at 
that,  but  I  will  tell  him  that  that  was 
the  doctrine  which  we  found  it  necessary 
to  legislate  against  in  the  Trades  Unions 
Act.  That  is  the  Common  Law  doctrine 
of  conspiracy;  and,  therefore,  if  any 
tradesman  combines  with  another  set  of 
tradesmen  to  obtain  a  certain  price  for 
certain  articles,  he  is  guilty  of  a  criminal 
offence;  and  every  labourer  who  com- 
bines in  a  strike  subjects  himself  to  an 
indictment.  During  a  great  part  of  the 
present  century  men  have  been  fre- 
quently sent  to  prison  for  such  combi- 
nations without  having  resorted  to  any 
intimidation  at  all.  Parliament  felt  the 
extreme  danger  and  injustice  of  such  a 
state  of  the  law,  and  in  the  Bill  which 
was  brought  in  by  Sir  Kichard  Cross 
they  overruled  that  doctrine,  and  gave 
the  people  security  against  it.    I  had 
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the  honour  of  taldng  part,  with  my 
right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Bury  (Sir  Henry  James),  in  the 
discoseions  which  resulted  in  that  Bill 
being  brought  in.  The  question  which 
I  have  now  to  ask  the  Goyernment  is 
this — ^Will  you  give  to  the  tenants  of 
Ireland  the  same  protection  which  Par- 
liament has  given  to  the  labourers  of 
England  by  the  Trades  Unions  Act? 
Apart  from  intimidation  under  the 
Trades  Unions  Act  a  combination  is 
lawfdl,  and  cannot  be  dealt  with  as  a 
criminal  offence  by  any  Judge  or  any 
magistrate  in  England.  Do  you  pro- 
pose to  make  the  law  in  Ireland  the 
same  as  in  England,  and,  if  not,  will 
you  give  some  reason  for  not  doing  so  ? 
In  England  the  feeling  of  the  Judges 
was — and  no  doubt  they  were  perfectly 
honest  in  expressing  that  feeling — 
that  combinations  of  this  kind  were 
unlawful,  but  all  that  was  altered 
by  the  Trades  Unions  Act  of  1875. 
Will  the  Government  place  the  Irish 
tenants  in  the  same  position  with  refer- 
ence to  their  combinations  ?  Will  they 
declare  that  every  combination  of  the 
tenants  of  Ireland  with  reference  to  the 
tenure  of  land,  so  far  as  it  may  affect 
the  interest  of  the  landlord  class,  is 
lawful,  and  ought  not  to  be  dealt  with 
as  an  offence  ?  If  the  Government  will 
not  do  that,  they  must  give  some  reason 
for  their  refusal.  I  ask  no  more  than 
that  the  Government  shall  make  it  per- 
fectly dear,  beyond  any  possibility  of 
contradiction,  that  the  right  of  combina- 
tion of  tenants  in  Ireland  with  respect 
to  land,  which  is  their  industry,  shall  be 
placed  upon  exactly  the  same  footing  as 
the  combination  of  labourers  in  England 
with  regard  to  their  wages. 

Thb  uHAIBMAN  :  I  am  extremely 
reluctant  to  interfere  with  the  argument 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman;  but  I 
moat  point  out  that  the  whole  of  his 
argument,  so  far,  has  been  directed 
towards  an  Amendment  to  the  first 
sab-eection  of  Clause  2,  and  is  not 
Bfericftly  relevant  here.  The  argument 
here  ought  to  be  of  this  character — 
although  oertain  transactions  may  be 
made  punishable,  they  ought  not  to  be 
examinable.  The  argument  of  the 
xig^  hon.  Gentleman  is  that  they 
o^fat  not  to  be  punishable,  and  that 
contention  should  be  raised  on  the 
first  sab-section  of  Clause  2.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  convenient  to  the 


Committee  that  the  discussion  should 
proceed  now.  Although  it  may  be 
irregular,  that  may  no  doubt  be  done 
by  an  understanding  being  come  to  by 
the  Comimttee. 

Sir  WlIiUAM  HAECOUET :  I  re- 
cognize the  pertinence  of  the  observa- 
tions that  have  fallen  from  the  Chair. 
I  commenced  my  argument  by  saying 
how  difficult  I  should  find  it  to  separate 
the  two  cases,  because  I  felt  how  closely 
interlaced  they  are  one  with  the  other. 
It  is  extremely  difficult  to  discuss 
them  separately,  because  it  is  neces- 
sary to  consider  how  this  power  of  in- 
quiry into  a  particular  matter  really  in- 
volves the  matter  itself. 

The  chief  SECEETAEY  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub)  (Man- 
chester, E.) :  Do  I  understand  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  say  on  behalf  of  his 
Friends  that  they  mean  to  take  the  dis- 
cussion now,  and  not  on  Clause  2? 
["  No,  no !  "1 

SiE  WILLIAM  HAECOUET :  No  ; 
I  do  not  say  that.  The  discussion  on 
Clause  2  will  be  taken  when  that  clause 
is  reached.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to 
give  a  pledge  of  that  kind.  One  of  the 
arguments  used  for  applying  this  Bill 
against  combinations  is  that  they  fear 
the  character  of  coercion.  Well,  but 
what  do  you  mean  by  coercion  ?  Every 
strike  is  a  coercion,  in  its  very  nature. 
As  Mr.  Wright  says — **  The  very  mean- 
ing of  a  strike  is  a  combination  to  cause 
a  master  or  workman  to  act  in  his  busi- 
ness or  employment  in  a  manner  in 
which  he  does  not  wish  to  act,  «.«.,  to 
coerce  him."  Therefore  every  strike  is 
coercion ;  every  combination  is  coercion. 
Every  combination  is,  of  course,  an 
injury  to  the  person  against  whom  it  is 
meant.  If  a  dozen  men  say  they  will 
not  work  at  less  wafi;es  than  a  particular 
figure,  that  is  an  injury  to  the  employer 
who,  if  he  could  take  each  man  sepa- 
rately, might  get  his  work  performed  at 
a  lower  rate.  Therefore  all  these  com- 
binations are  of  the  nature  of  coercion, 
and  are  to  be  put  down  per  fas  et  nefas. 
It  depends  upon  the  heinousness  of  the 
offence  whether  we  are  to  put  it  down  by 
extraordinary  methods.  This  is  an  ex- 
traordinary method.  Nobody  doubts 
that.  The  question  is  to  what  offences 
is  the  remedy  to  be  applied,  and  I  say 
that  it  is  not  to  be  applied  to  offences  of 
this  character,  and  if  the  Government 
endeavour  to  justify  its  application  to  a 
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combination  of  this  kind,  because  they 
say  it  partakes  of  the  character  of  coer- 
cion, then  I  say  that  that  is  an  argu- 
ment which  will  apply  equally  to  a  strike, 
because  a  strike  is  necessary  in  the 
character  of  coercion.  Therefore  I  say 
that  you  ought  not  to  apply  limits  of 
this  kind  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  civil  contracts,  xou  are 
not  to  do  it  by  imposing  this  form  of 
punishment,  and  here  I  will  point  out 
that  this  is  a  preliminary  question  to  the 
question  of  punishment.  It  is  not  as  if 
there  were  proof  that  anybody  had  com- 
mitted an  offence  that  a  magistrate 
might  surmise  that  there  had  been  a 
combination  of  which  there  was  no  evi- 
dence, except  what  he  was  going  to 
obtain  by  the  mere  force  of  this  examina- 
tion. There  is  nothing  until  the  exami- 
nation commences  in  the  shape  of  a  corpus 
delicti  at  all.  The  magistrate  may  get 
hold  of  all  kinds  of  persons,  and  may 
inquire  into  their  habits  of  life  and  all 
their  business  transactions  in  order,  if 
possible,  to  discover  a  combination  which, 
when  he  has  discovered  it,  he  might 
convert  it  into  a  crime.  That  is  the  real 
operation  of  this  clause.  I  do  not  charge 
the  Government  with  intending  it,  but  I 
point  out  that  this  is  what  may  happen, 
and  what  I  ask  from  them  is  a  distinct 
disclaimer,  and  a  Parliamentary  se- 
curity that  this  shall  not  be  the  re- 
sult of  the  present  legislation.  The 
question  whicn  I  want  particularly  to  ask 
IS  this.  If  there  were  a  Land  Trades 
Union — I  will  give  it  that  name — if 
there  were  a  land  Trades  Union  in  Ire- 
land in  every  respect  upon  the  lines  and 
the  principles  and  the  details  of  a  labour 
Trades  Uoion  in  England,  and  if  it  were 
applied  to  the  tenure  of  land  in  Ireland, 
do  the  Government  intend  to  apply  this 

?rivate  inquiry  to  such  Trades  Unions  ? 
f  you  do,  tell  me  why  you  draw  a  dis- 
tinction between  a  land  Trades  Union 
and  a  labour  Trades  Union.  I  put  this 
hypothesis  that  the  tenants  of  Ireland 
may  constitute  themselves  a  Trades 
Union,  and  call  themselves  a  Land 
League  or  a  National  League  or  any- 
thing else ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they 
are  only  a  land  Trades  Union,  and  if 
they  proceed  by  combination  among 
themselves  to  deal  with  the  tenure  of 
land  in  particular  districts,  or  even 
throughout  the  whole  of  Ireland  just  as 
Trades  Unions  do  in  England,  do  you 
mean  to  apply  this  investigation  to  such 
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Trades  Unions  in  the  hope  of  discovering 
in  their  transactions  something  which 
may  make  their  combination  criminal  ? 
That  is  the  definite  question  which  we 
ought  to  consider.  It  would  appear  that 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  combina- 
tions of  this  kind  should  be  entered  into. 
We  have  before  us  the  fact,  that  last 
February  rents  which  had  been  imposed 
of  £7,550  a-year,  had  been  fixed  by  the 
Land  Oourt  at  £5,664,  showing  a  reduc- 
tion of  more  than  30  per  cent.  More 
than  that,  there  are  a  great  number  of 
tenants  who  cannot  go  into  the  Court 
now  because  their  rent  has  been  adjudi- 
cated upon ;  therefore  they  are  unable  to 
defend  themselves.  They  can  only  de- 
fend themselves  by  means  of  combina- 
tion. Combination  is  their  only  defence, 
and  the  question  is — How  are  you  going 
to  deal  with  those  combinations  ?  Are 
you  going  to  root  them  out  by  the  help 
of  these  private  inquiries  under  Clause 
I  ?  Are  you  going  to  set  to  work  under 
that  clause  by  putting  overy  man  under 
examination  to  see  whether  he  is  in  a 
combination  or  whether  he  intends  to 
join  one,  because  the  words  of  the 
clause  are — 

«  Any  person  who,  by  words  or  acts  shall  in- 
cite, solicit,  encourage,  or  persuade  any  other 
person  to  commit  any  of  the  offences  herein- 
before mentioned." 

Is  a  person  who  advises  a  combination 
in  reference  to  the    land,   presumably 
examinable  in  a  private  inquiry  imder 
Section  1  ?    I  remember  that  when  my 
right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Mem* 
ber  for  Bury  (Sir  Henry  James)  and 
myself  were  working  together  in  regard 
to  the  law  of  Trades  Unions  in  England, 
my  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  said 
the  complaint  of  the  working  man  was 
that  the  law  of  conspiracy  pressed  with 
peculiar  irritation,  by  reason  of  its  un- 
certainty.    He  said  that  that  was  the 
law  laid  down  by  the  Judges,  and  he 
maintained  that  in  punishing  what  the 
law  called  conspiracy  we  were  punishing^ 
what  the  working  man  called  combina- 
tion.   Apply  that  sentence  to  this  case, 
and  apply  it  to  Section  2  of  the  Bill — 
that  in  punishing  what  the  Act  calls 
conspiracy,  we  are  punishing  what  the 
tenants  in  Ireland   calls    combination. 
My  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  added 
these  worde 


"  They  are  bound  to  combine ;  and  ezperisnGo 
shows  that  without  combination,  all  atteoapCs 
to  improve  their  situation  is  hop^ess." 
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Is  not  that  true  of  the  present  situation  ? 
"Let  us  know  whether  this  Bill  is  directed 
against  combination.    Let  us  know  how 
far  it  is  to  ^  against  combination,  and 
if  jou  strip  it  of  the  element  of  intimida- 
tion, do  JOU  mean  to  act  against  it  pre- 
liminarily by  the  pri?ate  inquixj  and 
subseouently  by  imprisonment  r    I  have 
said  all  that  I  need  say  in  respect  to  the 
land;   but  the  section  goes  much  fur- 
ther.   It  deals  with   persons  working 
for,  or  hiring  any  persons  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  trade,  business,  or  occupation. 
Consequently  you  may  inquire  into  the 
reason  why  any  man  does  not  deal  with 
a  particular  tradesman.    The  magistrate 
may  send  for  him  and  say — **  Why  don't 
you  deal  with  so-and-so."    Why  am  I 
to  answer  such  a  question — a  question 
which  may  be  put  to  me,  in  order  to  ex- 
tract from  the  answer  some  proof  that  I 
may  have  combined  with  other  people 
not  to  deal  with  a  particular  individual  ? 
I  very   much    doubt  whether,   if  ^ou 
iuToke  the  old  Oommon  Law  doctrine, 
you  can  establish  that  that  is  a  con- 
spiracy.   Are  you  to  proceed    against 
half-a-dozen  people  who  say  they  will 
not  deal  with  a  certain  publican  because 
they  object  to  the  character  of  his  house. 
Is  a  combination  of  that  kind  a  con- 
spiracy ?  Or  take  the  case  of  an  ordinary 
grocer.    I  only  want  to  ascertain  what 
the  doctrine  is  which  the  Oovernment 
hold  on  the  subject,  and  how  they  are 
going  to  deal  with  it.     The   words  of 
the  clause  are  **  hiring  any  person  or 
persons  in  the  ordinary  course  of  trade, 
Dusiness,  or  occupation."     Surely  that 
would    strike    everybody    who    comes 
within   the   definition   of    the    Trades 
Unions  Act  ?    The  £ill  recapitulates  the 
old  law  before  the  Trades  Unions  Act 
was  passed,  and  converts  these  acts  into 
a    conspiracy.     In  fact,   the  Bill  is  a 
friffhtf  ul  extension  of  the  Criminal  Law, 
and  it  gives   a  frightful   extension   to 
the   inquisitorial  preliminary  inquiry, 
because  even  if  you  admit  that  the  com- 
bination itself  is  punishable,   you   are 
not  going  to  apply  this  inquiry  to  people 
who  have  been  proved  guilty  of  combi- 
nation, but  to  order  an  inquiry  in  order 
to  ascertain  whether  there  has  been  a 
combination  or  not.    I  want  to  know 
who,  under  such  an  Act,  would  be  safe  ? 
The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  him- 
self might  be  had  up  and  asked  as  to 
his  dealinffs  with  others,  who  he  works 
for,   and  l>y  whom   he  is  paid  f    All 


these   investigations   may    be  applied 
to  one  man  as  well  as  another,  and 
rigidly  applied,  would  make  social  life 
intolerable.    These  are  things  which  I 
maintain  you  ought  to  leave  to  the  Civil 
Law.    I  know  that  it  is  said  the  essence 
of  the  offence  lies  in  the  combination ; 
but  if  there  is  a  thine  which  it  is  lawful 
for  one  man  to  do,  why  should  it  not  be 
lawful  for  two  men,  or  three,  or  any 
number  of  men  to  do  the  same  thing 
together,  unless  they  use  intimidation, 
which  the  law  very  wisely  provided  for 
in  the  Act  of  1875  ?    I  sincerely  hope 
that  we  are  not  going  to  introduce,  for 
the  first  time,  a  doctrine  of  conspiracy, 
which,  as  far  as  the  action  of  Parliament 
is  concerned,  has  never  been  introduced 
before,  and  which  in  itself  is  unfair  and 
unjust.    I  am  sorry  to  say  that  recently 
the    Irish    Judges,   in    regard    to    the 
doctrine  of  conspiracy,  have  gone  far 
beyond  what  has  ever  been  held  before 
even  in  the  most  extreme  cases.    That 
is  a  fact  which  ought  to  make  us  still 
more  careful.     We  found  it  necessary  in 
England  to  legislate  against  the  doctrine 
laid  down  by  such  an  eminent  Judge  as 
the  present  Master  of  the  Bolls — Lord 
Esher — then  Mr.  Justice  Brett — in  the 
case  of  the  gas  stokers.    There  would 
be  infinite  danger  in  leaving  the  matter 
loose  and  at  large  in  Ireland,  especially 
in  the  present  social  condition  of  Ire- 
land.   I  strongly  protest  against  the  in- 
quisitorial power  conferred    upon   the 
Kesident  Mlagistrates  under  this  clause 
of  the  Bill.    You  may  justify  it,  as  it 
was  justified  in  1882,  if  you  have  the 
same  justification — namely,  that  there 
is   a  dangerous    prevalence    of    secret 
societies  in  Ireland,  as  was  mentioned 
in  the  Preamble  of  the  Act  of  1882.    I 
will  admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that 
you  may  use  this  power  as  it  was  pro- 
posed to  be  used  in  the  Act  of  1882  in  re- 
gard to  what  is  ordinarily  understood  by 
the  word  crime,  but  not  for  the  purpose  of 
dealing  with  combinations  which,  in  my 
opinion,  are  perfectly  legitimate.    There 
is  now  only  one  other  point  to  which  I 
wish  to  refer — the  question  of  public 
meetings.    I  hope,  when  we  come  to 
the  clause  of  the  Bill  dealing  with  that 

Question,  we  shall  press  the  Government, 
f  they  want  to  make  use  of  the  White- 
boy  Acts,  tiiey  ought  to  put  into  the  Bill 
an  abstract  of  the  clauses  of  those  Acts 
which  they  desire  to  incorporate  with 
the  Bill.    In  criminal  legislation  it  is 
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especially  necessary  to  be  precise,  and 
it  would  be  easy  to  condense  into  a  short 
clause  such  provisions  of  the  Whiteboy 
Acts  as  the  Government  mean  to  use. 
They  have  given  a  number  of  frag- 
mentary clauses  of  which  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  make  head  or  tail.  This,  at 
least,  is  clear — that  by  virtue  of  those 
Acts  and  the  Bill,  if  any  persons  as- 
semble by  day  or  nig^ht  to  the  ''  terror 
of  Her  Majesty's  subjects/'  by  the  de- 
cision of  the  magistrate  it  is  an  offence. 
It  is  quite  true  that  the  Act  says  ''  to 
the  terror  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects," 
and  that  no  persons  ought  to  meet  to  the 
terror  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects.  Who 
is  to  define  what  constituted  such  terror? 
What  do  the  GK>vemment  mean  ?  I  will 
tell  you  what  a  Tory  Government  of 
former  days  decided  in  the  case  of  the 
Peterloo  riots.  Those  riots  arose  out  of 
the  meetings  called  for  the  reform  of 
Parliament.  The  military  fired  on  the 
mob,  and  the  question  arose  whether 
the  meeting  was  an  illegal  one.  Two 
great  legal  authorities —LordEldon  and 
Lord  Bedesdale — gave  their  opinion  in 
favour  of  the  Government — that  it  was 
an  illegal  meeting.  We  shall  find  here 
what  was  then  held  to  be  an  illegal 
meeting  ''  to  the  terror  of  Her  Majes^'s 
subjects."  Lord  Eldon  said  that  when 
he  read  the  law  books  he  found  that 
numbers  constituted  force,  force  terror, 
and  terror  illegality ;  and,  under  those 
circumstances,  he  said  he  could  not  deny 
that  the  Manchester  meeting  was  an 
illegal  meeting.  Look  at  the  process  of 
reasoning;  numbers  constitute  force, 
force  terror,  and  terror  illegality ;  and, 
therefore,  that  meeting,  without  having 
been  proclaimed,  was  illegal.  Oonse- 
quentfy,  a  numerous  meeting  is  neces- 
sarily a  terror  to  Her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects. I  will  ask  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  if 
he  accepts  that  as  the  doctrine  in  re- 
ference to  illegal  meetings  in  Ireland  ? 
Lord  Bedesdiue  went  even  further.  He 
said  that  every  meeting  for  Badical  re- 
form was  not  only  a  seditious  attempt  to 
undermine  the  existing  Oonstitutional 
Gt)vernment  by  bringing  it  into  hatred 
and  contempt,  but  was  an  overt  act  of 
treasonable  conspiracy  against  that  Oon- 
stitutional Government,  which  the  King, 
as  its  head,  was  bound  by  his  Ooronation 
Oath  to  maintain.  Therefore,  as  a  meet- 
ing that  is  numerous  is  an  illegal  meet- 
ing according  to  Lord  Eldon,  a  meeting 
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for  reform  is  a  treasonable  conspiracy 
according  to  Lord  Bedesdale.  There  is 
nothing  to  prevent  a  Besident  Magistrate 
from  holding  the  same  doctrines  as  Lord 
Eldon  and  Lord  Bedesdale;  therefore,  if 
a  meeting  iA  numerous,  the  numbers  in- 
spire terror,  and  a  meeting  in  favour  of 
Home  Bule  is,  of  course,  a  treasonable 
conspiracy.  I  want  to  know  if  these  doc- 
trines are  to  be  left  to  the  Besident 
Magistrates  to  determine  so  far  as  the 
application  of  the  Whiteboy  Acts  is  con- 
cerned. Not  merely  anybody  who  goes 
to  a  meeting,  but  anyone  who  gives 
notice  of  a  meeting  or  publishes  it,  or 
even  has  it  in  contemplation  to  do  so, 
may  be  secretly  interrogated  by  a  magis- 
trate, and  if  the  magistrate  does  not 
approve  the  objects  of  the  meeting,  it 
may  be  forbidden,  and  even  imprison- 
ment may  be  inflicted.  But  there  is  a 
much  more  serious  power  which  comes 
up  under  Glauses  6  and  7.  Clause  6 
provides  that — 

'<  If  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is  satisfied  that  any  * 
association  formed  for  the  commission  of  crimes, 
or  carrying  on  operations  by  the  commission  of 
crimes,  or  encouraging  or  aiding  persons  to 
commit  crimes,  or  promoting  or  inciting  to  acts 
of  violence  or  intimidation,  or  interfering  with 
the  administrution  of  the  law«  or  disturbing  the 
maintenance  of  law  and  order," 

he  shall  have  power  to  proclaim  it.   That 
sounds  all  right,  but  if  hon.  Members 
will  look  at  the  bottom  of  the  clause  they 
will  find  that  the  expression  "  crime  ' 
means  any  offence  punishable  under  the 
Act.     Therefore,  it  is  not  even  the  Besi- 
dent Magistrate,  but  if  the  Lord  lieu- 
tenant is  of  opinion  that  any  association 
is  a  criminal  conspiracy  under  the  sec- 
tion, or  a  combination  of  which  he  does 
not  approve,  he  may  without  any  judi- 
cial decision,  or  even  the  form  of  appli- 
cation to  a  Besident  Magistrate,  by  nis 
mere  ipie  dixit,  make  it  criminal,  and 
everybody  who  has  had  anything  to  do 
with  it  may  be  sent  to  prison  summarily 
on  his    declaration.      Any   half-dozen 
people  selected  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
may  be  declared  to  be  an  association  of 
this  character.     By  Clause  7  the  temx 
"  association  "  is  made  to  include  any 
combination  of   persons,   whether   the 
same  be  known  by  any  distinctive  name 
or  not.    Therefore,  any  combination  in 
reference  to  land  proposing  to  hold  ct 
meeting  will  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  who  may  deal  with  it  with- 
out any  preliminary  inquiry  whatever^ 
or  any  legal  discussion.    It  is  converted 
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into  an  illegal  meeting  ipio  facto,  and 
all  persona  belonging  to  it  may  be  sent 
to  prison.  At  this  earlj  stage,  I  think 
we  have  a  right  to  know  to  what  pur- 
poses the  Gt>yemment  mean  to  apply 
these  clauses,  and  whether  or  not  they 
really  intend  to  do  that  which  appears, 
on  the  face  of  the  words  of  the  Bill,  to 
be  the  purpose  of  it.  I  hope,  and  fully 
expect,  to  receive  a  disclaimer  from  the 
Government  that  they  intend  to  do  any- 
tiiing  of  the  kind.  If  they  have  no  such 
intention,  I  trust  they  will  accept  my 
Amendment,  so  as  to  prevent  the  pos- 
sibility of  l^e  Bill  being  applied  to  such 
puzpoaeB. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  p*ge  2,  at  end,  add»"Prorided  that  no  exa- 
mination under  this  section  shall  be  held  in  re- 
spect of  any  matters  relating  to  piiblic  meetings, 
or  transaction  relating  to  the  letting,  hiring,  or 
oocapation  of  land,  or  the  dealing  with,  work- 
ing ror,  or  hiring  of  any  persons  in  the  ordinary 
€OQne  of  trade,  bosiness  or  occupation.''— (^ir 
Wittism  Hmrcourt,) 

Qaeetion  proposed, ' '  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Thb  chief  secret AET  por  IEE- 
LAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Man- 
dieeter,  E.) :  I  must  protest,  although 
in  no  hostile  or  controversial  spirit, 
against  the  course  taken  by  the  right 
hon.  Gkntleman,  who  has  delivered  a 
kmg,  elaborate,  and  able  n)eech,  but  a 
q^eech  which  would  certainly  have  been 
more  appropriate  at  a  later  part  of  the 
BilL  1  haye  no  doubt  the  same  argu- 
ments wotild  be  repeated  hereafter, 
either  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  him- 
BtH  or  aome  of  those  who  sit  near  him, 
with  not  leas  detail  or  elaboration.  The 
result  will  probably  be  that  what  might 
have  been  dismissed  at  one  sitting  will 
now  be  extended  over  two  or  three.  If 
the  arguments  which  the  right  hon.  Qen- 
fleman  has  addressed  to  the  Committee 
are  of  snob  a  kind  as  to  convince  the 
Committee  that  the  offences  dealt  with 
in  the  later  clauses  ought  not  to  be  in- 
dnded  in  the  Bill,  then  ipio  facto,  by  the 
vety  action  of  the  Committee,  they  will 
eeaae  to  be  the  subjects  of  a  private  in- 
quiry under  this  section.  Therefore,  it 
wonld  have  been  more  for  the  conveni- 
of  the  Committee  that  the  discus- 
ahonld  be  taken  upon  the  question 
whether  certain  offences  are  to  be  pun- 
Uftsd  summarily  or  not,  and  act  upon 
tha  subsidiary  question  whether  there 
should  be  a  private  inquiry  into  them. 


I  have  said  that  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  very  long  and 
elaborate.  There  was,  however,  one 
remarkable  omission  in  it,  and  that  was 
that  he  never  once  alluded  to  his  own 
Amendment.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  responsible 
for  the  drafting  of  the  Amendment.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  couched  in  terms 
so  vague,  so  wide,  and  obscure  that  I 
have  not  been  able,  even  with  legal  as- 
sistance, to  find  out  what  its  operation 
really  would  be.  Look  at  the  wording 
of  the  Amendment.    It  says — 

''No  examination  under  this  section  shall 
be  held  in  respect  of  any  matters  relating  to 
public  meetings." 

As  I  understand,  the  result. would  be 
that  if  a  murder  happened  to  be  com- 
mitted at  a  public  meeting  no  examina- 
tion should  take  place  into  any  of  the 
circumstances  connected  with  it  under 
the  first  section.  Then  the  Amendment 
goes  on  to  say,  that  no  inquiry  shall  be 
held  into  any 

"  transaction  relating  to  the  letting,  hiring,  or 
occupation  of  land,  or  the  dealing  with,  working 
for,  or  hiring  of  any  persons  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  trade,  business,  or  occupation." 

That  seems  to  me  to  exclude  all  agrarian 
offences  whatever.  Take  the  case  of  the 
murdered  man  Murphy  as  an  example. 
I  do  not  suppose  that  that  is  the  object 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  it  is 
the  effect  of  the  clause.  The  murder  of 
the  man  Murphy  undoubtedly  was  con- 
nected with  the  letting,  or  hiring,  or 
occupation  of  land.  If  the  clause  were 
adopted  textually  it  would  certainly  pre- 
cluoe  examination  into  cases  like  that  of 
the  murder  of  Murphy.  I  do  not  think 
it  necessary  to  spend  a  longer  time  over 
this  Amendment,  considering  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  never  referred  to 
it  once  in  the  course  of  his  speech. 
Therefore,  in  the  few  remarks  I  propose 
to  make,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the 
remarks  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
made  to  the  Committee.  But  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  asked  two  or  three  cate- 
gorical questions  with  regard  to  the  in- 
terpretation we  put  upon  the  clause  and 
the  combinations  we  wish  to  punish 
under  it.  I  am  not  going  to  follow  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  into  his  learned 
disquisition  upon  the  law  of  conspiracy. 
The  conspiracy  the  Government  mean 
fo  punish  under  this  Bill,  and  mean  to 
inquire  into  under  this  clause,  is  suf- 
ficiently defined  either  in  the  body  of 
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the  BOl  itself  or  by  the  Amendments 
the  Gk>yemment  liaye  put  upon  tlie 
Paper.  The  Gbvemment  haye  made  it, 
I  hope,  perfectly  clear  that,  while  they 
make  no  attempt,  and  mean  to  make  no 
attempt,  to  modify  the  law  of  conspiracy, 
they  mean  to  confine  the  operation  of 
the  Bill  strictly  to  conspiracies  which, 
by  the  law  as  it  at  present  stands,  are 
criminal  and  indictEible  conspiracies. 
We  consider  that  to  be  a  sufficient  limi- 
tation. Then,  says  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, it  was  found  necessary  in  1875 
to  alter  the  law  of  criminal  conspiracy 
with  regard  to  workmen,  and  ought  we 
not  to  extend  to  the  tenants  of  Ireland, 
if  they  combine  with  regard  to  rent,  the 
same  protection  which  is  extended  to 
the  workmen  of  England  when  they  com- 
bine in  trade  disputes  and  in  the  matter 
of  wages?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
must  DO  perfectly  aware  that  the  law 
of  conspiracy  as  it  regards  wages  has  a 
special  history  of  its  own  entirely  dis- 
tinct from  the  law  of  conspiracy  as  re- 
gards such  matters  as  the  letting  and 
hiring  of  land.  Every  lawyer  in  the 
House  will  be  perfectly  aware  that 
according  to  the  doctrine  universaUy 
prevalent  in  this  country  a  number  of 
years  ago,  it  was  a  g^ave  public  danger 
that  there  should  be  any  combination  at 
all  with  regard  to  the  rates  of  wages. 
The  Courts  of  Law  and  statesmen  looked 
in  the  most  jealous  manner  upon  any 
attempt  on  the  part  of  workmen  to  deal 
with  these  matters;  and,  therefore,  it 
was  that  as  the  Common  Law  relating 
to  criminal  conspiracy  was  regarded  as 
extremely  harsh,  onerous,  and  unjust^ 
it  did  well  to  limit  and  alter  it  in  1875. 
But  there  has  never  been  any  similar 
application  of  the  law  of  conspiracy  in 
the  matter  of  the  letting  and  hiring  of 
land.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
allowed  his  imagination  to  wander  at 
large  and  to  conceive  all  manner  of 
cases  in  which  the  tenants  might  com- 
bine to  alter  rent.  He  has  invented 
cases  of  conspiracy  which  no  lawyer 
would  admit  to  be  cases  of  criminal  con- 
spiracy under  the  existing  law.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  mentioned  the  case 
of  three  tenants  agreeing  together  to 
try  to  induce  a  landlord  to  let  land  to 
them  at  15«.  instead  of  £1  per  acre. 
He  said  that  under  the  existing  law 
that  would  be  a  criminal  and  indictable 
conspiracy,  and  that  therefore  it  would 
be  punishable  summarily  under  the  Bill 
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we  have  drafted.  It  would  be  nothing 
of  the  kind.  It  would  not  be  criminid 
conspiracy,  and  it  would  not  be  indict- 
able conspiracy,  nor  would  any  Judge 
ever  decide  that  it  was.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  went  on  to  say  that  the  law 
of  conspiracy  is  an  obscure  law.  It  is 
said  that  it  is  a  difficult  law,  which  is 
capable  of  dangerous  extension,  and 
that  we  are  leaving  its  administration 
to  men  who  are  not  learned  in  the  law 
— namely,  the  Besident  Magistrates. 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  forgot  to 
say  that  l£e  Eesident  Magistrate's  de- 
cision is  not  fiuaL 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Longford,  N.) : 
He  may  give  two  months'  imprison- 
ment. 

Mb.  a.  J.  B ALFOIJB :  I  do  not  com- 
plain of  the  interruption.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  is  quite  correct  in  say- 
ing, that  under  the  Bill,  as  we  have 
dittfted  it,  we  may  have  followed  too 
closely  the  Act  of  1882,  and  that  by  the 
existing  law  of  Ireland  there  is  no  ap- 
peal if  the  imprisonment  is  for  less  than 
a  month.  But  we  propose  to  give  an 
appeal  in  every  case. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  With  no  aocu- 
mulative  sentences  ? 

Mb,  a.  J,  BALFOUE  :  There  will  be 
an  appeal  in   every  case  to  a  County 
Court  Judge,  and  if,  on  legal  tedmicali- 
ties,  the  County  Court  Judge  is  objected 
to,  the  Gt)vemment  will  be  prepared  to 
consider  a  plan  for   giving  an  appeal 
in  cases  in  which  a  legal  difficulty  may 
be  involved  to  a  still  higher  tribunal. 
Therefore,  no  weight  is  to  be  attached 
to  the  argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, Uiat  those  who  wHl  have  to  ad- 
minister the  law  in  the  first  instance 
will   not   be    trained    and   competent 
lawyers.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says 
— "Eestrict  the  Bill  to  those  offences 
against  which  it  is  popularly  supposed 
to  be  directed,  and  we  will  aJlow^you  to 
pass  it."     He  says  that  it  is  popularly 
supposed  to  be  directed  against  crime. 
The  special  offence  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  desires  to  exclude  by  MibX 
limitation    is,    as    I   understand,    tfaie 
offence  of  Boycotting. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOUET :  I  be^ 
the  light  hon.  Gentleman's  pardon. 
What  I  said  was  combinations  in  wliiob 
there  was  no  intimidation. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFGUB:  I  am  not 
going  on  this  stage  of  the  Bill  to  enter 
into  a  definition  of  the  word  ''Boycott 
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tiog ; "  but  if  the  right  lion.  QenUeman 
supposes,  for  one  moment^  that  the 
people  of  this  country  imagine  that  this 
^ill  is  not  directed,  among  other  things, 
against  the  offence  of  conspiracy  to  Boy- 
cott, I  can  assure  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman that  he  is  very  much  mistaken. 
I  believe  there  is  nothing  going  on  in 
Ireland  at  this  moment  which  causes 
more  universal  horror  and  disgust  in 
this  country  than  this  widespread  prac- 
tice of  Boycotting.  [An  hon.  Member  : 
And  the  operations  of  the  Primrose 
League.]  I  should  not  think  the  Bill 
woith  going  on  with  if  the  Committee 
were  to  compel  us  to  exclude  from  its 
operation  the  offence  of  conspiracy  to 
Ik>ycott.  To  return  for  a  moment  to  the 
clause  under  discussion,  which  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  left  so  very  wide.  We 
are  of  opinion  that  every  offence  which 
is  worth  punishing  under  the  Bill  is  an 
offence  worth  inquiring  into  under  this 
clause.  To  that  broad  principle  we 
mean  to  adhere.  It  will  rest  with  the 
Committee  to  decide  what  the  offences 
should  be ;  but  decision  must  be  made, 
not  upon  this  clause,  but  upon  the  later 
clauses  of  the  Bill.  I  will  conclude  by 
saying,  that  although  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  holds  out  to  us  the  hope  that 
if  we  are  ready  to  make  the  large  con- 
oeadon  that  is  asked  for,  and  which,  it 
is  understood,  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
(Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  supports,  and 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  indi- 
cated in  a  speech  recently  delivered,  we 
shall  get  rid  of  our  principal  diffi- 
culty in  passing  the  Bill,  aU  I  have  to 
ny  isy  that  the  Government  are  dis- 
tinctly of  opinion  that  that  which  they 
tie  not  prepared  to  yield  to  argument 
they  are  not  prepared  to  yield  to  Ob- 
ttmction. 

Ma.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  In  my 
opinion,  this  is  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant Amendments  which  have  yet  been 
moved.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Seoretaiy  for  Ireland,  just  before 
he  sat  down,  remarked  that  any  offence 
which  is  worth  prosecuting  under  this 
measure  is  worth  inquiring  into  under 
ttis  dause.  Now,  Sir,  that  leads  me  to 
a^  this  question — ^Whatis  the  object  of 
the  dause  at  all  ?  What  is  the  justifi- 
cation the  Government  put  forward  for 
retahung  it  ?  There  is  no  question  here 
of  the  failure  of  juries.  The  clause  has 
nothing  to  eaj  to  juries,  whether  juries 


do  their  duty  or  not.  The  ground  upon 
which  the  clause  is  justified  is  simply 
the  difficulty  which  is  alleged  to  exist  in 
Ireland  of  obtaining  evidence,  and  of 
bringing  offenders  to  justice,  or  rather 
of  making  them  amenable — to  use  a 
technical  expression  contained  in  the 
clause.  I  think  it  will  be  admitted  by 
every  Member  of  the  Committee  that 
we  should  closely  watch  a  Bill  of  this 
kind,  and  that  we  should  put  no  power 
into  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  m  re- 
gard to  a  necessity  for  which  they  have 
not  made  out  a  strong  and  complete 
case.  Let  me  admit,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  that  there  are  cases  in  which 
there  is  a  difficulty  of  obtaining  evi- 
dence, and  a  difficulty  in  making  a  per- 
son amenable  for  the  offence  he  may 
have  committed.  Can  anyone  say  that 
that  applies  to  offences  in  the  nature  of 
combination  —  combination  such  as  I 
have  myself  been  engaged  in  ?  In  such 
combinations  there  is  not  the  smallest 
difficulty  in  obtaining  evidence,  or  in 
making  persons  amenable.  Look  at 
what  occurred  in  Ireland  during  the 
last  winter.  Combinations  which  wo 
desire  to  exempt  from  these  prelimi- 
nary inquiries  were  well  known  to 
exist  in  the  country,  and  that  the  Go- 
vernment desired  to  make  us  amenable 
to  the  law.  Had  they  the  smallest  scrap 
of  difficulty  in  obtaining  evidence,  evi- 
dence as  to  all  our  proceedings,  and  in 
making  us  amenable  to  justice?  No- 
thing of  the  sort,  and  the  Judges 
who  tried  the  case  stated  that  that 
there  was  not  only  evidence,  but 
a  superabundance  of  evidence  as  to 
tiie  whole  nature  of  the  conspiracy  in 
which  we  had  entered.  It  was  the  jury 
who  failed  to  see  that  there  was  any 
evidence  of  conspiracy  at  all.  There- 
fore, in  combinations  of  this  character, 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  getting  all  the 
evidence  you  desire  to  have ;  no  diffi- 
culty whatever  in  bringing  that  evidence 
before  the  jury ;  no  difficulty  in  making 
people  amenable ;  but  the  difficulty  con- 
sists in  convicting  the  prisoner.  There- 
fore, I  say,  with  regard  to  these  com- 
binations, leaving  out  of  the  question 
transactions  connected  with  public  meet- 
ings, there  is  not  a  shadow  of  excuse  for 
including  them  in  this  preliminary  in- 
quiry, even  if  a  case  should  be  made  out 
for  punishment  under  the  Bill.  Therefore, 
I  think  I  have  given  an  unanswerable 
reply  to  the  contention  of   the  Chief 
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Secretary  for  Ireland,  who  said  that,  in 
the   opinion  of  the  Qoyemment,  any 
offence  that  is  worth  punishing  under 
this  Bill  is  worth  inquiring  into  under 
this  section.    I  think  I  have  shown  that 
the  offences  which  the  Government  con- 
sider to  be  worthy  of  punishment  under 
this  Bill  are  plain  and  manifest  offences, 
and  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  in- 
quiring into  them  under  this  section, 
inasmuch  as  they  are  done  in  the  open 
liffht  of  day  with  abundant  evidence  of 
what  has  been  done.    That  is  one  strong 
reason  which  induces  me  not  to  accept 
the  clause  of  the  Qovernment.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  in  the  opening  portion 
of  his  speech,  criticized  the  drafting  of 
the  Amendment  at  considerable  length. 
I  think  that  is  a  very  poor  way  of  con- 
ducting a  debate  of  this  character.    The 
truth  is,  and  this  is  the  real  point  at 
issue — if  the  Government  are  prepared 
to  grant  any  concession,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  have  pointed  out  the 
terms  on  which  the  Government   are 
willing  to  consent  to  an  Amendment 
which  may  meet  the  difficulties  we  find 
to  exist  in  this  clause.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  characterized  this  as  a  sub- 
sidiary and  an  unimportant  question. 
Now,  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  either 
subsidiary  or  unimportant.    I  have  held 
from  the  very  outset,  as  I  hold  still,  that 
this  clause  places  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive  powers  of  the  most  oppressive 
character  if  they  choose  to  abuse  them. 
And  the  matter  largely  turns  on  the 
question  whether   the    Executive   Go- 
vernment of  Ireland  will  abuse  these 
powers,  or  whether  they  will  not?    If 
the  Executive  Gt)vemment   intend    to 
abuse  the  powers  conferred  upon  them 
in  this  section,  I  do  not  believe  it  is 
possible  to  conceive  any  more  intolerable 
oppression  than  may  be  put  in  force 
under  the  clause.    I  believe  that  this  is 
one  of  the  things  the  Government  will  do, 
when  they  secure  the  passing  of  the  Bill. 
Under  this  section,  they  will  be  em- 
powered to  make  inquiry  in  any  district 
in  Ireland,  whether  there  has  been  a 
combination  under  the  Flan  of  Cam- 
paign, or  whether  a  combination  against 
the  payment  of  excessive  rents  exists. 
They  will  be  able  to  summon  every  man 
in  the  district  before  a  secret  inquiry 
who  is  suspected  of  holding  Nationalist 
opinions,  or  of  sympathizing  with  the 
views  of  the  Nationalists;   and  if  no 
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limit  is  put  to  the  questions  which  may 
be  asked,  there  cannot  be  the  slightest 
doubt  that  they  can  so  frame  their  ques- 
tions, and  still  keep  them  legal,  as  to 
enable  them,  under  this  clause,  and 
under  the  pretext  of  inquiry,  to  enter 
into  matters  with  regard  to  which  there 
is  not  the  smallest  necessity  for  inquiring 
into,  because  they  will  be  matters  of 
public  notoriety,  and  they  will  then  be 
able  to  imprison  every  man  who  is  con- 
sidered by  the  Government  to  be  an 
obnoxious  and  a  dangerous  character  in 
a  particular  district.  We  have  seen 
persons  sent  to  prison  in  open  day  for 
refusing  to  answer  questions  put  to  them 
with  a  political  bias ;  and  powers  of  this 
kind  will  be  used  to  imprison  and  remove 
persons  who  are  obnoxious  and  trouble- 
some to  the  Government.  We  are  not 
concerned,  in  opposing  the  power  of  the 
Government,  to  inquire  into  Moonlight- 
ing offences  and  other  offences  of  that 
nature ;  but  what  we  are  afraid  of  is 
that  they  will  be  required  by  the  pres- 
sure of  their  supporters  in  Ireland  to 
carry  out  an  investigation  in  connection 
with  the  estates  of  every  landlord  in 
Ireland  who  is  undergoing  the  Plan  of 
Campaign,  or  who  is  in  fear  of  the  Plan 
of  Campaign.  Any  landlord,  whose  ten- 
ants do  not  pay  their  rents  satisfactorily, 
will  swear  that  there  exists  a  combination 
on  his  estate,  and  that  that  combination 
has  been  brought  about  with  the  inten- 
tion of  lowering  rents.  An  investigation 
will  then  be  ordered,  and  when  that 
investigation  is  ordered,  what  will  be 
done  ?  The  local  leaders  of  the  Na- 
tionalist Party  will  be  summoned  to 
give  evidence.  They  will  not  be  inclined 
to  give  evidence  if  they  are  respectable 
men,  and  even  those  who  may  feel  in- 
clined to  do  so,  will  not  dare  to  do  so, 
because  we  know  what  a  man  would  feel 
if  he  were  placed  under  the  stigma  of 
being  called  an  informer  in  Ireland. 
Therefore,  these  unfortunate  men,  no 
matter  how  respectable  their  position, 
and  however  free  from  crime  they  may 
be,  will  be  placed  in  this  cruel  position 
— ^they  will  be  called  up  before  a  bogus 
secret  investigation  to  give  evidence  as 
to  some  alleged  conspiracy.  They  will 
be  asked  to  give  evidence  which,  in 
their  minds  and  in  the  consciences  of  their 
fellows  around  them,  bears  upon  the 
private  concerns  of  their  neighbours. 
They  will  refuse  to  give  that  informa- 
tioui  and  they  will  be  thrust  into  gaol 
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and  kept  there  for  a  month,  or  two 
months,  according  to  the  nature  of  ^e 
.warrant,    without   security  that  when 
they  are  released  they  will  not  have  to 
undergo  the  same  ordeal  again.      The 
GoTemment  say  that  the  Amendment  of 
the  ripfht  hon.  Gentleman  will  include 
agrarian  crimes.    That  is  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Amendment,   whatever  its 
words  may  be.     The  intention  is  that 
this  system  of  oppression — and  I  am 
confident  that  it  will  be  in  full  swing 
in  the  course  of  a  month  or  two  after 
the  Act   has  passed— shall  not  be  pos- 
sible.    They  say  that  we  must   trust 
in  a  matter  of  this  kiod  to  the   Go- 
vernment  that    the    Act    shall  not  be 
abused.    Now,  I  am  not  inclined  to  trust 
to  any  Government,  either  Liberal  or 
Conservative;    but  I  agree    with    Sir 
George  Trevelyan  that,  from  the  very 
nature  of  the  case,  we  are  bound  to  dis- 
trust a  Tory  more  than  a  Liberal  Govern- 
ment, because  in  Ireland  a  Tory   Go- 
vernment will  consist  of  the  landlords 
and  their  agents  and  supporters.  There- 
fore they  will  be  bound  to  strain  the 
powers  conferred  on  them  in  the  interest 
of  the  only  supporters  they  have  in  Ire- 
land.   With  this  foreknowledge,  we  are 
entitled  to  assume  that  the  clause  will 
be  strained,  and  that  the  most  oppressive 
use  will  be  made  of  it  against  the  tenants 
and  in  favour  of  the  landlords.   The  Go- 
vernment say  that  they  want  to  inquire 
into  conspiracies,  and  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  gives  us  an  assurance  that 
they  have  put  certain  Amendments  in 
the  Bill  which  will  prevent  anything 
being    treated    as    a  criminal    conspi- 
racy  under  the  Act.   which   was   not 
an  indictable  offence    before    the  Act 
passed.    That  is  a  very  comforting  as- 
surance, or,  at  anv  rate,  it  may  be  to 
the  (Government ;  but  we  who  have  eone 
through  the  mill  in  Ireland,  and  have 
had  some  experience  in  matters  of  this 
kind,  know  very  well  what  amount  of  pro- 
tection it  will  afford  us.   Lord  Fitzgerald 
has  laid  down  what  the  Law  of  Conspiracy 
is  in  the  case  of  the  ''Queen  r.  Farnell." 
Lord  FitjBgerald's  judgment  in  laying 
down  the  Law  of  Conspiracy  as  far  as 
Ireland  is  concerned,  and  I  suppose  it  is 
the  same  in  England,  is  now  quoted  by 
all  Judges  of  any  authority  in  Ireland. 
He  has  declared,  in  the  clearest    and 
most    unmistakable    language,  that  a 
combination  of  tenants  in  Ireland  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  lowering  rents,  or  for 

YOL*  OOOXy.    [thibd  se&iss.] 


holding  rents,  is  a  criminal  conspiracy  in 
Common  Law,  and  an  indictable  offence. 
He  used  these  words — 

**  For  a  siDgle  toDant  to  withhold  his  rent  and 
break  his  contract  with  a  view  of  coercing  his 
landlord  to  lower  the  rent  is  no  offence  at  all ; 
but  for  two  or  three  tenants  to  agree  together 
for  the  same  purpose  and  for  the  same  object  is 
an  indictable  offence  in  the  Criminal  Law." 

Then  what  comfort  is  it  to  be  told  by  the 
Government  that  they  are  not  going  to 
use  this  law  in  order  to  secure  a  convic- 
tion for  a  conspiracy  which  is  not  an 
offence  against  the   Criminal  Law  al- 
ready ?    Let  me  take  my  own  case.    I 
have  never  been  out  of  a  criminal  con- 
spiracy since  the  year  1879.  The  Judges 
in  Ireland  clearly  laid  that  down  on  the 
two  occasions  on  which  I  stood  my  trial. 
Then,  how  was  it  I  escaped,  seeing  that 
I  had  broken  the  law  ?    Why,  every- 
body knew  that  I  had  done  so.    I  have 
spent  all  my  life  advising  the  tenants  of 
Ireland  not  to  do  certain  things,  and  the 
reason  I  escaped  was  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  not  able  to  get  a  jury  in  Ire- 
land to  agree  to  find  me  a  criminal  under 
the  Common  Law.    If  the  Irish  people 
had  the  power,  they  would  give  the  same 
protection  to  the  tenant  farmers  of  Ire- 
land as  is  now  enjoyed  by  the  labouring 
men  of  England,  and  the  Law  of  Con- 
spiracy would  be  checked  by  Statute. 
This  Bill  is  a  Bill  to  deprive  us  of  the 
protection  of  juries,  and  for  the  Chief 
oecretary  for  Ireland  to  say  that  nothing 
will  be  held  a  conspiracy  or  an  indictable 
offence  except  what  is  now  a  conspiracy 
in  Common  Law,  is  really  a  most  con- 
temptible way  of  dealing  with  the  mat- 
ter.     Supposing    an    investigation    is 
ordered  in  Ireland  in  regard  to  some 
particular  estate,  in  regard  to  which 
there  has  been  trouble.    Take,  for  in-> 
stance,  Mr.  Shirley's  estate  in  Monaghan. 
If  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  were  en- 
forced, Mr.  Shirley's  agent  is  the  man 
who  would  swear  the  information  upon 
which  the  secret  investigation  would  be 
ordered,  and  every  single  individual  who 
has  taken  a  leading  part  in  encouraging 
the  tenants  would  be  directed  to  give 
evidence,  and  would  probably  be  put  in 
gaol.    The  confederacies  of  tenants  are 
not  the  only  confederacies  which  exist  in 
Ireland.    We  have,  also,  in  Ireland  a 
great  number  of  landlord  confederacies, 
and  I  fail  to  see  why  it  should  be  held 
to  be  criminal  and  punishable  by  law» 
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and  why  inyestigations  are  to  be  oon- 
-  ducted  into  confederacies  to  lower  the 
rent,  when  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands 
that  the  rent  is  too  high,  while  the  con- 
federacies of  landlords,  who  conduct 
their  operations  much  more  secretly 
than  we  do,  and  who  do  not  publish 
their  proceedings  in  the  newspapers, 
are  to  be  allowed  to  continue  unchecked. 
If  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  insti- 
tutes proceedings  against  our  combina- 
tions in  Ireland,  will  he  order  investiga- 
tions into  similar  combinations  on  the 
part  of  landlord  confederacies  and  emer- 
gency men,  with  the  view  of  meting 
out  the  same  justice  to  them  ?  [Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour  :  I  will.]  I  understand 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  say  that  he  will 
deal  out  the  same  justice  to  the  land- 
lords as  to  the  tenants ;  but  I  will  tell 
him  that,  strong  a  man  as  he  is,  he  dare 
not,  and  he  will  not  do  it,  because,  if 
he  attempted  to  do  it,  he  would  be 
hunted  out  of  Ireland  by  the  Irish  land- 
lords. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  does 
not  know  Ireland  well  enough  yet  to  be 
aware  how  any  interference  with  the 
projects  of  the  Irish  landlords  would 
raise  a  hornet's  nest  about  his  ears. 
Notwithstanding  the  promise  which  the 
Chief  Secretary  is  inclined  to  give,  I 
know  that  these  inquiries  into  con- 
federacies will  be  entirely  one-sided, 
and  that  while  the  combinations  of  the 
tenants  will  be  put  down,  those  of  the 
landlords  will  be  left  absolutely  free. 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  has  not 
attempted  to  give  a  solitary  reason  why 
he  objects  to  make  this  exemption  under 
the  clause.  I  have  shown  that  there  is 
no  necessity  whatever  for  including 
these  things.  If  these  combinations  are 
punishable  and  ought  to  be  put  down, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  this  preliminary 
investigation.  The  combinations  are 
openly  conducted,  and  those  who  are 
concerned  in  them  can  always  be  got  at. 
I  have  shown,  I  think,  that  the  Bill 
will  place  a  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive  which  will  be  unfairly  used. 
Our  past  experience  affords  us  no  secu- 
rity that  a  power  of  this  kind  will  not 
be  unfairly  used,  and  I  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  state  a  reason  why  they  should 
not  except  combinations,  where  no  crime 
is  shown  to  exist,  from  an  inquiry  which 
even  they  themselves  must  confess  to  be 
uncalled-for  and  useless.  The  adoption 
of  the  Amendment  will  do  no  harm  to 
their  Bill,  and  it  ought  to  be  enough 
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for  the  Government  to  know  that  it  will 
be  regarded  as  a  concession  by  us. 

Mr.  BAUMANN  (Camberwell,  Peck- 
ham) :  We  are  asked  why  we  should  not  do 
as  much  for  the  tenants  of  Ireland  as  we 
have  already  done  for  the  working  men 
of  England,  and  the  whole  of  the  elabo- 
rate argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Derby  (Sir  William 
Harcourt)  was  based  upon  the  analogy 
between  the  Plan  of  Campaign  and  the 
strikes  of  artizans  in  this  country. 
Now,  that  analogy  is  not  only  insult- 
ing to  the  artizans  of  this  country,  but  it 
is  hopelessly  illogical.  May  I  be  per- 
mitted to  point  out  to  the  Committee 
that,  in  order  to  make  that  analogy  even 
approximately  applicable,  one  would 
have  to  imagine  mill  hands  holding  a 
mill  during  the  progress  of  a  strike,  or 
miners  taking  forcible  possession  of  a 
mine.  The  analogy  between  the  Plan 
of  Campaign  and  the  combination  of 
working  men  in  England  is  destroyed 
by  the  one  fact  never  mentioned  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite — 
that  the  English  artizans  strike  with 
their  own  labour,  whereas  the  Irish 
tenants  strike  with  their  landlord's  land. 
That  omission  seems  to  me  to  be  alto- 
gether destructive  of  the  elaborate  ar- 
gument of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
which  was  entirely  one  of  analogy,  and 
we  know  that  false  analogy  is  the 
fruitful  parent  of  error.  I  must  say 
that  I  think  it  is  very  much  to  be 
regretted  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
should  have  dealt,  what  seems  to  me, 
to  be  a  very  serious  blow  at  the 
Besident  Magistrates  of  Ireland.  If 
there  is  in  future  to  be  an  appeal  from 
the  decisions  of  the  Besident  Magis- 
trates to  the  County  Court  Judges,  it 
does  not  require  veiy  much  prescience 
to  foresee  that  this  Bill  will  produce  a 
plentiful  crop  of  them.  If  the  Besident 
Magistrates  are  not  fit  to  administer  the 
law  which  this  Parliament  makes  the 
sooner  they  cease  to  be  Besident  Magis- 
trates the  better. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUB:  May  I  remind 
the  hon.  Member  that  there  is  a  power 
of  appeal  now  in  the  case  of  any  con- 
viction for  crime  in  any  part  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  (Edinburgh, 
Mid  Lothian) :  I  do  not  intend  to  give 
force  to  the  conviction  expressed  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  that  all  persons  associated 
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with  mj  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Derby  intend  to  dwell  at  great  length 
on  &i8  question.  I  confess  that  I  waited 
for  a  moment  after  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  because  I  enter- 
tained the  hope  that  some  further  eluoi- 
daiion  of  the  matter  would  be  given, 
and  that  there  would  be  some  further 
proBpeet  of  satisfying  those  who  earnestly 
desired  to  see  some  simplification  of  the 

Suestion  and  some  light  thrown  upon 
le  obscure  objects  and  purposes  of  the 
Bill;  but  as  no  other  Member  of  the 
Goyemment  has  risen  for  that  pur- 
pose, I  feel  it  my  duty  to  say  a  few 
words  in  order  to  point  out  in  what 
manner  the  Ohief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land has  left  the  question.  The  right 
hon.  Qentleman,  as  I  understood  him, 
began  by  complaining  that  the  Amend- 
ment is  not  legitimate  because  it  is 
STowed  to  have  reference  to  a  subject- 
matter,  which  subject-matter  has  not 
jet  been  adopted,  and  which  is  an  ab- 
stract principle  which  may  be  excluded 
from  ike  Bill — ^that  is  to  say,  that  my 
right  hon.  Friend  proposes  to  exclude 
from  the  operation  of  this  clause  certain 
provisions  which  are  now  included  in 
the  2nd  clause,  which  provisions,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says,  may  drop 
ent  of  the  clause^  and,  in  that  case,  they 
woald  of  themselyes  drop  out  of  this 
danse  also,  and,  consequently,  this 
Amendment  is  illegitimate!  That  is  a 
▼erj  ingenious  mode  of  putting  the 
qneation  from  one  point  of  view ;  but 
there  is  another  mode  of  putting  it. 
finpposing  that  these  proviisions  do  not 
drop  out  of  the  2nd  clause,  what  be- 
oomes  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 

rient  ?  The  question  for  us  to  con- 
is,  whether  it  is  likely  that  these 
provisions  will  drop  out  of  the  second 
^iUnse  ?  Are  not  the  forces  of  the  Qo- 
vvrnment  on  that  side  of  the  House  and 
on  this  mustered  for  the  purpose  of 
looping  them  in,  and,  if  so,  what  chance 
has  my  right  hon.  Friend  of*  excluding 
them?  We  must  get  at  the  rational 
principle,  and  the  rational  principle  is— 
^*peciaUy  after  the  speech  of  the  Ohief 
Seeretary  for  Ireland — that  they  will 
not  be  excluded  from  the  2nd  elause; 
^,  therefore,  this  is  really  the  proper 
time  to  endeaTour  to  exclude  them  from 
^  1st  dause,  having  regard  to  the  dis- 
^UMtion  drawn  by  you.  Sir,  that  if  they 
are  inqoirable  they  shall  not  be  ex« 
MrinMe.    Some  of  the  points  which 


were  made  by  my  right  hon.  Friend 
have  been  entirely  passed  over  by  the 
Ohief  Secretary  for  Ireland.  There  were 
two  points  put  by  my  right  hon.  Friend 
with  great  force  and  great  clearness. 
My  right  hon.  Friend  stated — '*  Suppose 
the  case  of  a  Land  Trades  Union  formed 
in  Ireland.  Will  you  extend  to  that 
Land  Trades  Union  the  same,  and  only 
the  same,  protection  as  that  which  you 
have  given  by  the  Act  of  1875  to  the 
Labour  Trades  Union  of  England  ?  "  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  on  this  subject  the 
answer  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
too  distinct;  but  I  am  glad  that  the 
question  has  been  so  plainly  put,  be- 
cause it  is  well  that  the  matter  should 
be  plainly  understood,  and,  by  degrees, 
it  will  be  understood  by  the  country. 
Ireland,  under  the  present  constitution 
of  things,  is  to  have  the  benefit  of  equal 
legislation.  The  argument  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  is  that  land  is  the  subject 
of  Lrish  labour,  just  as  the  question  of 
wag^s  is  the  matter  that  determines 
generally  the  character  and  capacity  of 
the  English  Law ;  and  we  want  to  know 
whether  they  are  to  have  the  same  pro- 
tection ?  The  Irish  Minister  tells  us 
distinctly — **  No,  they  are  not  to  have 
the  same  protection."  He  refuses  to 
give  to  Irish  labour  employed  on  the 
land  the  same  protection  as  is  enjoyed 
by  English  labour  given  in  return  for 
wages.  What  is  the  reason  the  right 
hon.  G-entleman  alleges  for  this  un- 
favourable answer,  and  for  this  decided 
refusal  ?  It  is  that  the  law  with  respect 
to  wages  has  been  illegitimately  aggra- 
vated as  against  the  working  man,  but 
that  there  has  been  no  such  aggra- 
vation  of  the  law  with  respect  to  land  in 
Ireland.  That  contention  was  distinctly 
met  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  with  the 
assertion  that  the  fact  stated  is  entirely 
erroneous.  I  believe  that  we,  and  others 
who  are  better  acquainted  than  I  am 
with  the  law,  are  of  opinion  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon), 
who  has  just  sat  down,  has  correctly 
and  accurately  stated  the  doctrine  of 
conspiracy  affecting  the  taking  of  land 
laid  down  by  the  Lrish  Judges.  Now, 
Sir,  what  is  the  protection  given  to 
English  labour  under  the  Trades  Unions 
Act  which  ought  not  to  be  given  to  Irish 
labour  ?  Let  that  be  stated,  and  let  that 
be  understood,  because,  on  the  face  of 
it,  the  present  state  of  the  case  is  clearly 
this,  that  there  is  to  be  a  protection 
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given  to  English  labour  whioli  the  G-o- 
yemment,  with  professions  of  equality 
upon  their  lips,  are  about  to  refuse  to 
Irish  labour.  We  must  hear,  and  hear 
from  authorities  more  acquainted  with 
the  law  than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
what  the  special  case  is  with  respect  to 
English  labour,  and  the  necessity  for  an 
alteration  of  the  law  in  regard  to  Ire- 
land. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not 
accept  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
version  of  my  argument.  I  never  said 
anything  about  Irish  labour. 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  :    I  am 
sorry  if  I  have  seemed  to  confuse  the 
matter.    I  meant  the  labour  given  for 
wages  in  England,  and  the  labour  given 
upon  land  in  Ireland.    It  is  a  question, 
in  that  point  of  view,  between  English 
labour  and  Irish  labour.     The  Ohief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  did  not  think  it 
proper  to  take  any  notice  of  the  argu- 
ment of  my  right  hon.  Friend  upon  the 
subject  of  public  meetings,  which  have 
a  vital  bearing  upon  the  whole  matter, 
because  it  is  not  a  question  with  regard 
to  the  combination  for  conspiracy,  as  it 
now  exists  in  Ireland.    It  is  not  a  ques* 
tion  of  Statute  Law ;  it  is  a  question  of 
the  doctrines  of  the  Common  Law,  and 
the  extensions  of  that  law  which  have 
been  given  to  it  by  the  dicta  of  the 
Judges.     My   right    hon.   Friend    has 
shown — and  his  statement  is  not  con- 
tested— how,  in  the  case  of  public  meet- 
ings, according  to  the  doctrine  of  a  very 
high  authority,  the  mere  numbers  of  a 
meeting  constitute  force,  because  num- 
bers make  force,  force  makes  terror,  and 
terror  brings  persons  within  the  purview 
of  the  law.     Then,  Sir,   another  point 
was  raised  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Derby  (Sir  William  Har- 
court),  if  possible,  of  greater  importance, 
that   of  Boycotting.      What  was    the 
reply  of  the  right  hon.  G-entleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  ?    He  said 
he  would  not  give  a  definition  of  Boy- 
cotting, and,  having  said  that,  he  said 
that  the  repression  of  Boycotting  was 
the  object  and  purpose  of  his  Bill  in  so 
high  a  degree  that  if  the  efficacy  of  the 
Bill  against  Boycotting  were  taken  away 
the  Bill  would  not  be  worth  proceeding 
with.     Well,  why  does  he  not  tell  us 
what  he  means  by  Boycotting ;   did  my 
right  hon.  Friend  leave  to  him  an  excuse 
for  the  evasion  ?  It  was  put  by  my  right 
hon.  Friend  in  the  most  pointed  manner. 

Mr.  W.  K  Gladstone 


Boycotting,  I  apprehend,  is  not  a  statut- 
able term,  and  we  have  a  right  to  ask 
what  is  meant  by  it ;  we  have  a  right  to 
know  from  Her  Majesty's  Government 
what  they  mean  by  Boycotting.     My 
right  hon.  Friend  has  made  it  perfectly 
simple  for  them  to  explain  their  views 
on  the  matter.     Do  you  mean  by  Boy- 
cotting, acts  which  involve  intimidation  ? 
If  you  do,  there  is  no  dispute  between 
us.    Intimidation  is  a  legal  offence,  and 
there  we  are  with  you.     But  if  you  do 
not  mean  that,  do  you  mean  combination 
which  does  not  mean  intimidation,  be- 
cause, if  so,  then  all  our  charges  against 
this  Bill  are  justified,  and  we  must  give 
it  the  best  opposition  in   our    power. 
Well,  Sir,  why  did  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretcuy  for  Ireland 
refuse  to  answer  that  question  ?    Is  it 
Boycotting  which  involves  intimidation, 
which  involves  legal  offences,  or  is  it 
Boycotting  signifying  only  combination 
and  exclusive  dealing,  and  not  involving 
legal  offence  ?   We  did  right  in  asking 
that  question,  and  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire-, 
land  says  he  will  not  yield  to  Obstruction 
what  he  will  not  yield  to  argument,  I 
beg  leave  to  say  that  we  will  not  yield 
to  tyranny  what  we  will  not  yield  to 
reason.     I  doubt  the  wisdom  of  intro- 
ducing such  topics  either  on  one  side  or 
the  other ;  but  surely  it  is  no  Obstruction 
that  a  Gentleman  on  the  Ministerial 
Bench,  who  refuses  to  explain  the  very 
thing  which  he  declares  to  lie  at  the 
base  and  foundation  of  his  Bill,  should 
be  pressed  for  an  answer.     I  shall  be 
very  glad  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attorney  General  (Sir  Bichard 
Webster)  who,  I  understand,  is  likely  to 
follow  me  and  who,  I  think,  is  a  more 
hopeful  subject  to  deal  with  than  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  will  explain  to  us  what 
this  Boycotting  is  at  which  this  Bill  is 
aimed.     I  also  hope,  Sir,  that  with  re- 
spect to  public  meetings  the  Committee 
will  learn  from    the    hon.  Gentleman 
whether  the  doctrines  which  have  been 
laid  down  by  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  have  been  extracted  from  the 
Common  Law,  or  have  been  wrung  out 
of  the  Common  Law,    or    have    been, 
foisted  into  the  Common  Law  by  politi- 
cal prejudice,  and  are  still  in  vogue  and 
are  still  to  be  the  basis  of  the  action  of 
the  Government.     I  think  some  gain 
will  be  achieved  by  this  discussion  if 
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we  get  from  the  GbvenunexLt  a  clear 
account  of  what  it  is  that  constitutes  the 
special  necessity  for  protecting  labour 
in  England  that  does  not  exist  in  Ireland. 
The  vital  point  is  whether  their  intention 
is  to  punish  combination  which  leads  to 
or  incudes  intimidation  or  combination 
which  does  not,  and  which,  however 
little  desirable  it  may  be  in  itself,  how- 
ever characteristic  it  may  be  of  a  defec- 
tive state  of  society,  yet  is  the  only 
weapon  by  means  of  which  the  poor, 
humbler  classes  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
can  defend  themselves  against  the  risk 
of  oppression. 

The  ATTOENBY  GENEEAL  (Sir 
BiCHABD  Websteb)  (Islo  of  Wight) : 
Mr.  Courtney,  I  am  unwilling  to  stand 
between  the  Committee  and  the  Division. 
Upon  the  other  hand,  I  have  not  the 
slightest  wish  to  avoid  answering  the 
direct  appeal  made  to  me  by  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Derby  (Sir  William  Harcourt).  I  have 
certainly  not  in  the  least  desired,  and  I 
am  certain  no  other  Member  of  the  Go- 
vernment has  desired,  that  there  shall 
be  the  slightest  doubt  as  to  what  our 
intentions  are,  and  as  to  the  meaning  of 
this  Bill.  We  have  alleged  over  and 
over  again  that  this  Bill  is  directed 
against  crime,  and  we  draw  no  distinc- 
tion between  crime  and  offences.  It  is 
with  that  object  that  the  clauses  of  this 
Bill  have  been  framed,  and  we  ask 
anyone  to  point  out  language  or  words 
in  the  different  sections  which  are 
capable  of  any  meaning  but  that.  Now, 
Sir,  we  have  heard  a  very  interesting 
argument  ^m  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Derby  on  the  Law 
of  Conspiracy,  and  part  of  that  argu- 
BMnt  has  been  repeated  by  the  right 
boD.  Gkntleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Loihian,  and  who  has,  also,  asked  us, 
are  you  prepared  to  refuse  to  the  tenants 
of  Ireland  the  same  protection  that  you 
give  to  tiie  labourers  of  England  ?  Sir, 
of  course  we  are  not  prepared  to  refuse 
to  persona  in  Ireland,  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  the  labourers  of  England,  ex- 
actly the  same  protection  we  give  to  the 
labourers  in  ]^agland;  but  those  who 
stufy  the  law,  and  those  who  do 
umrstand  the  question,  as  I  am  sure 
the  right  hon«  Gentleman  does,  can- 
not seriously  mean  that  there  is  any 
real  parallel  between  the  state  of  cir- 


cumstances which  led  to  the  passing 
of  the  Trades  Unions  Act  and  the 
circumstances  which  affect  the  rights 
between  landlords  and  tenants.  In  the 
first  place,  we  have  that  significant  dis- 
tinction to  which  attention  was  called 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  that  the  law,  as 
between  masters  and  servants,  had  de- 
veloped into  such  a  condition  of  things 
that  it  called  for  remedy,  and  called  for 
remedy  because  criminal  proceedings 
were  taken  in  respect  to  matters  which 
ought  to  be  the  foundation  of  civil 
remedy,  and  that  it  was  because 
there  had  been  a  practice,  partly 
founded  on  ancient  Statute,  and  partly 
founded  on  Common  Law,  of  treating 
matters  as  between  masters  and  servants 
as  within  the  purview  of  the  Criminal 
Law,  that  it  became  necessary  to  intei'- 
fere  in  the  matter.  But  will  any  lawyer 
in  the  House  sugg^t  that  there  has  ever 
been  a  practice  or  instance  of  setting  in 
force  the  Criminal  Law  as  between  land- 
lord and  tenant.  I  only  hope  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Derby  (Sir  William  Harcourt),  or 
some  of  his  right  hon.  Friends,  will 
make  his  meaning  clear.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  question  the  right  of  tenantis  to 
combine  for  the  purpose  of  saying — 
"We  will  try  and  induce  our  land- 
lords, by  fair  means,  to  charge  a  lower 
rent,  or  we  will  agree  together  that 
we  will  leave  our  farms  rather  than 
pay  a  certain  rent."  I  do  not  believe 
that  there  is  any  Judge  who  would 
pretend  that  such  a  combination  was 
unlawful.  [Cries  of  "Yes!  over  and 
over  again.'^  I  repeat  my  statement, 
I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  Judge  who 
would  allege  that  in  such  a  case  there 
was  a  criminal  conspiracy.  But  when 
the  tenants  who  can  pay  combine  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  the  landlord  to  his 
knees,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  out  of 
the  landlord's  pocket  the  money  which 
belongs  to  him,  an  entirely  diffe- 
rent set  of  circumstances  arises.  It 
requires  no  deep  study  of  the  Law  of 
Conspiracy  to  see  the  distinction  be- 
tween a  combination  of  a  number  of  men 
to  say — "We  are  not  willing  to  give 
more  than  a  certain  amount,  but  we 
think  there  should  be  some  fair  pressure 
put  on  the  landlord  to  make  him  come  to  a 
fair  agreement  with  us,"  and  a  combina- 
tion between  people  who  are  in  a  posi- 
tion to  pay,  and  who  would  be  wiiliog 
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to  pay  individually  were  it  not  that  they 
are  induced  to  abstain  from  paying  be- 
cause the  hope  is  that  thereby  the  land- 
lord will  be  depriyed  of  his  money, 
and  will  be  coerced  into  making  an 
arrangement  which  will  be  putting  an 
end  to  legal  bargain.  I  hope  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  will 
g^ve  me  his  attention  for  one  moment. 
I  haye  suffered  more  than  once  in  this 
House  from  obseryations  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  when  my  mouth 
was  closed,  and  at  a  time  when,  owing 
to  the  course  of  debate,  I  could  not 
interrupt  him,  because  I  do  not  like  in- 
terrupting speakers  on  the  other  side, 
and  never  do  it  if  I  can  ayoid  it.  When 
I  said  that  there  was  a  broad  distinction 
between  criminal  conspiracy  and  con- 
spiracy, the  right  hon.  GenUeman  sub- 
jected me  to  his  most  caustic  criticism. 
He  turned  round  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
behind  him,  and  asked  if  they  had  ever 
heard  of  ci^iminal  murder,  of  criminal 
perjury,  and  said,  was  it  not  a  ridiculous 
thing  to  talk  about  criminal  conspiracy  ? 
I  wonder  whether  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  since  that  speech  consulted 
that  admirable  treatise  to  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Derby  referred  to-night  when  he  re- 
ferred to  an  opinion  which  eyery  Eng- 
lish lawyer  respects,  I  mean  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Wright,  well  known  to  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  sit  opposite  as  well  as 
to  those  who  sit  on  these  Benches. 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  know  that 
that  very  work,  which  was  quoted  so 
much  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Derby,  is  a  work  in 
reference  to  the  law  of  criminal  con- 
spiracy? The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  has  said 
that  my  statement,  that  there  is  a  dis- 
tinction between  criminal  conspiracy  and 
conspiracy,  is  nonsense,  and,  therefore,  I 
think  I  am  justified  in  retorting  on  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  by  quoting  an 
authority  to  which  he  and  his  Colleagues 
have  referred,  in  which  pages  are  de- 
Toted  to  the  distinction  between  criminal 
conspiracies  and  other  conspiracies.  On 
page  57  of  that  work,  there  will  be 
found  these  words — 

"It  muflt  be  remembered  that  there  is  no 
intrinsic  efiScacy  in  the  word  *  conspiracy,'  or 
in  the  word  '  confederacy,'  or  in  the  word  *  com- 
bination.'    *  Conspire  (said  Lord  Campbell  in 
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Hamp's  case,  1852)  is  nothing;  agreement  it 
the  thing.' " 

It  is  therefore  the  criminality  of  the  con- 
spiracy that  is  important,  it  is  the  agree- 
ment either  to  do  an  unlawful  act  or  to 
obtain  an  unlawful  end,  which  consti- 
tutes that  which  is  a  criminal  conspiracy. 
I  assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  1  haye 
not  made  this  reference  simply  for  the 
pleasure  of  doing  so,  and  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  submit  my  argument  upon 
this  question  to  the  judgment  of  the 
House.  We  never  intended  to  suggest 
that  when  four  men  meeting  together 
said — <' We  think  we  areoyer-rented,  and 
we  will  ask  for  a  reduction  from  next 
Michaelmas,  and  unless  we  get  it  we 
will  hold  this  land  no  longer,"  it  was  an 
improper  combination.  I  have  stated 
the  law  both  of  England  and  Ireland, 
and  although  I  am  not  going  to  lengthen 
the  debate  on  this  point,  I  think  it 
necessary  to  make  good  my  obseryations 
with  regard  to  this  matter.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  asks  the  Government  for  an 
assurance  as  to  what  we  mean  by  our 
Bill ;  our  answer  is  that  the  Bill  clearly 
shows  its  own  meaning.  Now  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby 
has  asked  us  to  put  some  words  into  the 
Bill  which  will  indicate  the  class  of 
conspiracy.  There  could  not  be  a  more 
unwise  step ;  there  could  not  be  a  more 
misleading  step ;  there  could  not  be  any 
step,  in  my  opinion,  which  would  be 
more  retrograde  in  connection  with  the 
Criminal  I^w.  It  is  utterly  impossible 
for  any  person  to  de6ne  beforehand 
what  may  be  the  actual  case  which  will 
constitute  a  criminal  conspiracy,  and  for 
this  reason,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaa 
knows  perfectly  well,  that  the  intent 
you  have  at  the  time  you  are  doing  an 
act  may  make  that  which  is  an  innocent 
act  for  one  purpose  a  criminal  act  for 
another  purpose.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  haa 
asked  if  we  mean  intimidation — if  we 
mean  anything  else  but  intimidation? 
Why,  Sir,  does  the  right  hon.  (Gentle- 
man mean  to  suggest  to  this  Committee 
that  there  are  not  classes  of  Boycotting 
which  are  perfectly  well  known  and 
understood  oy  every  Member  of  this 
House,  and  which  you  could  not  very 
strictly  bring  within  the  meaning  of  the 
word  intimidation  ?  I  can  imagine  casea 
in  which  there  haye  been  oonspiraciea 
for  the  purpose  of  libelling  individuals* 
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[  Hbm$  Rule  cheers,']  I  have  no  Bympathj 
with  oonspiracdes  to  libel  individuals; 
but  I  ma^  Bay  that  it  is  just  because 
you  can  imagine  some  of  the  direst 
forms  of  oppression  of  this  kind  brought 
to  bear  on  peaceable  indiyiduals,  which 
do  not  come  within  the  legal  or  popular 
meaning  of  intimidation,  that  you  do 
require  to  have  a  clause  which,  while  it 
shall  indicate  on  the  face  of  it  the 
criminality  of  the  act,  shall  not  attempt 
to  define  that  which  is  or  is  not  a 
criminal  conspiracy.  I  think  I  men- 
tioned this  on  a  previous  occasion,  but 
I  majT  be  permitted  to  mention  it  again, 
that  it  is  not  very  many  years  ago  that 
you  could  not  find  the  word  Boycotting 
in  the  dictionary.  It  arose  from  that 
which  was  undoubtedly  a  criminal  act 

gractised    upon    Captain  Boycott,  and 
ere  we  have  got  that  which  many  hon. 
Members  admit  to  be  a  state  of  things 
which  ought  to  be  put  down.    I  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Newcastle  (Mr.  John  Morley),  cer- 
tainly the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon),  has  over 
and  over   again  said  that  he   protests 
against  Boycotting.    We  have  got,  un- 
doubtedly,   a    state    of    things    which 
everybody  agrees  ought  to  be  put  down, 
and  yet  we  are  asked  to  define  in  this 
Act  what  will  be  Boycotting,  perhaps, 
10  vears   hence.     Eeference  has  been 
made  to  a  passage  from  page  7  of  the 
Beport  of  Lord  Cowper's  Commission. 
I  am  not  going  to  read  it  again  because 
1  have  read  it  at  length  in  the  course  of 
the  debates  on  this  Bill ;  but  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Liothian  wants  to  know  what  we  mean 
bj  Boycotting,  we  mean  the  practice 
there  spoken  to  in  that  strong  language 
of  condemnation  by  a  Commission  which 
is  frequently  appealed  to  by  hon.  Mem- 
bers below  Uie  Gangway.    I  believe  it 
to   be  impossible  to  define  what  Boy- 
cotting may  develop  itself  into  in  the 
future.  Now,  I  hope  I  shall  be  pardoned 
for  a  moment  if  I  refer  to  the  Act  of 
1882.    I  never  have  referred  to  that  Act 
for  the  purpose  of  justifying  the  conduct 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  the 

S resent  occasion.  We  justify  our  con- 
uot  on  the  reasons  which  we  have  over 
and  over  again  explained  to  the  House. 
But  I  ask,  when  you  are  dealing  with  a 
particular  remedial  proposal,  and  when 
you  find  that  that  particular  remedial 


proposal  has  been  directed  to  certain  evils 
two  or  three  years  ago,  and  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  have  changed  their  minds 
on  the  matter,  whether  we  are  not  surely 
justified  in  asking  why,  if  an  inquiry 
clause  were  considered  to  be  a  proper 
kind  of  clause  to  be  applied  to  certain 
offences  in  1882,  it  is  not  a  proper  clause 
to  be  applied  to  the  same  kind  of  offences 
in  1887?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone)  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Derby  (Sir  William 
Harcourt)  have  referred  to  intimidation. 
Does  the  Committee  remember  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  Act  of  1882,  it  was  con- 
sidered necessary  that  you  miffht  have 
a  secret  inquiry  in  the  case  of  intimida- 
tion by  an  individual  ?  [**  Hear,  hear ! "] 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Derby  evidently  agrees  with  me  on 
this  point.  Now,  I  want  to  know  if  it 
was  a  right  thing  to  inquire  secretly  into 
intimidation  by  an  individual,  which 
means  that  you  have  to  have  a  man  up 
and  ask  him,  were  you  intimidated  by  a 
particular  individual,  on  what  logical 
argument  can  it  be  said  it  is  not  right 
to  inquire  into  a  conspiracy  to  intimi- 
date? 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  I 
have  never  said  that  this  power  should 
be  applied  to  intimidation ;  what  I  said 
referred  to  conspiracy,  apart  from  in- 
timidation. 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER :  I  want 
know,  if  conspiracy  to  intimidate  is  to 
be  inquired  into,  why  other  kinds  of  con- 
spiracy are  not  to  be  inquired  into? 
Much  mischief  might  be  done  by  slan- 
derous remarks  with  regard  to  indi- 
viduals, and  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to 
understand  on  what  grounds  it  can  be 
suggested  that  that  class  of  conspiracy 
is  not  to  be  made  a  subject  of  inquiry. 
What  we  say  is  this,  that  if  you  once 
get  the  principle  recognized,  Uiat  it  is 
necessary  that  you  should  be  able  to  get 
at  the  bottom  of  societies  which  are,  to 
a  certain  extent,  I  will  not  say  secret  in 
name,  but  secret  in  operation,  which  are 
by  ways  and  means  which  are  not  appa- 
rent on  the  surface  interfering  with  the 
free  action  of  individuals,  who  wish  to 
be  unmolested,  by  acting  upon,  or  getting 
other  people  to  act  upon,  them  in  an 
unlawful  or  criminal  way,  we  care  not 
what  shape  it  may  take,  whether  it  be 
violence,  intimidation,  attempts  to  get 
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people  not  to  deal  with  them — we  say 
that  the  vice  which  lies  at  the  root  of 
this  conspiracy  and  combination  is  the 
same,  ana  once  you  grant  there  shall  be 
inquiry  into  one,  there  ought  not  to  be 
any  halting  place  in  the  inquiry  into 
them  all.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  deal 
at  the  present  moment  at  greater  length 
with  that  matter.  I  confess  I  was  some- 
what surprised  that  the  right  hon.  Qen- 
tleman  (Mr.  W.  E.  Qladstone)  should 
have  thought  it  worth  while  to  unearth 
what  he  called  the  dicta  of  Tory  lawyers 
in  connection  with  the  Peterloo  riots,  for 
the  purpose  of  suggesting  that  Tory  or 
Unionist  lawyers  of  the  present  day  have 
the  same  ideas  in  their  minds  as  the 
lawyers  of  that  day  had.  Will  he  kindly 
refer  to  the  speech  of  any  public  man  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  or  among  the 
Liberal  Unionists,  who  has  ever  sug- 
gested that  to  such  a  public  meeting  as 
could  fairly  be  described  as  a  harmless 
meeting,  the  law  in  regard  to  unlawful 
assemblies  should  be  applied  ?  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  have  us  believe 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  an  unlawful 
assembly — that  it  is  a  term  unknown  to 
the  English  law,  unless  the  rule 
which  was  supposed  to  be  applied 
in  the  case  of  the  Peterloo  riots  was  to 
be  the  test  of  what  is  an  unlawful 
assembly.  He  would  have  us  believe 
that  the  opinion  held  in  regard  to  the 
Peterloo  riots  is  to  be  taken  as  a  test  of 
the  opinion  which  prevails  in  the  minds 
of  some  Gentlemen  as  to  unlawful  as- 
semblies in  the  present  day.  I  must 
say  that,  if  that  kind  of  argument  is 
going  to  be  used  in  regard  to  the  mean- 
ing of  unlawful  assembly,  we  are  justi- 
fied in  asking  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
what  they  meant  when  they  said  in  the 
year  1882^ 

"  Every  person  who,  in  a  proclaimed  district, 
takes  part  in  any  riot  or  unlawful  assembly, 
BhaU  be  deemed  to  be  guilty  of  an  offence 
under  this  Act." 

I  say  this,  if  a  private  inquiry  clause  was 
deemed  to  be  a  proper  kind  of  clause  to 
apply  to  unlawful  assemblies  in  the  year 
1882,  will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tell 
me  why  a  similar  clause  applied  to  cer- 
tain offences  should  be  wrong  in  1887  ? 
That  question  I  submit  to  the  judgment 
of  the  Committee.  We  have  never  had 
one  single  answer  to  that,  nor  have  we 
received  from  right  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite one  single  word  of  argument.     1 1 
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am  not  going  to  argue  at  any  greater 
length  as  to  what  is  the  meaning  of 
Clause  2.  I  fear  that  notwithstanding 
the  honest  wish  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Derby,  that  we 
should  discuss  the  principle  of  this  clause 
at  the  present  moment,  we  shall  bo 
treated  to  the  same  kind  of  debate  that 
we  are  now  having  when  we  come  to 
that  clause.  I  will  say,  in  conclusion, 
that  the  Government  are  making  no 
change  in  the  law.  We  are  not  seeking 
to  re-enact  or  disinter  fossil  dicta 
which  have  remained  buried  for  years, 
and  which  no  Judges  of  modern  times 
have  unearthed.  We  have,  on  the  face 
of  our  Bill,  stated  the  conspiracies  to 
which  we  wish  this  Bill  to  apply,  and 
what  we  wish  the  procedure  of  inquiry 
and  the  procedure  of  punishment  to  be. 
In  the  first  place,  the  conspiracy  will  be 
criminal,  and  in  order  to  make  that 
meaning  clearer,  I  have  put  upon  the 
Paper  an  Amendment  whereby  we  have 
said  that  the  conspiracies  shall  be  con- 
spiracies punishable  by  law  at  the  time 
of  the  passing  '*  of  this  Act."  I  do  not 
know  that  any  lawyer  who  honestly 
wishes  to  define  the  offence  and  to  show 
what  are  criminal  acts  could  do  more 
than  that.  I  protest  against  the  sugges- 
tion that  the  Government  intend  to  pick 
out  certain  acts  of  individuals  and  con- 
demn them  as  offences  for  political  rea- 
sons. I  do  not  apologize  for  detaining^ 
the  Committee  so  long,  because  I  desired 
to  make  our  meaning  clear.  I  do  not 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
can  say  that  I  have  not  made  my  mean* 
ing  clear.  He  may  not  agree  with  me  ; 
but  I  would  ask  the  Committee  not  even 
to  adopt  the  spirit  of  his  Amendment, 
which  we  conceive  would  be  most  mis- 
chievouB 

Mr.  W.  B.  GLADSTONE :  I  do  not 
propose  to  detain  the  Committee,  but 
only  rise  for  a  moment  or  two  to  offer  a 
personal  explanation.  I  agree  with  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that  inter- 
ruption is  often  very  inconvenient,  and 
I  therefore  did  not  interrupt  him  in  the 
course  of  his  speech.  I  wish  to  say  that 
I  am  totally  unaware  of  the  offence  with 
which  he  charges  me.  I  have  never  pre- 
sumed to  criticize  at  all,  much  less  to 
describe  in  disrespectful  language,  any 
legal  opinion  given  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman.  It  would  be  ex* 
tremely  wrong  in  me,  and  very  absurd 
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of  me,  to  do  so.  I  was  critioizing  the 
language  used  by  another  person  not 
having  legal  authority. 

Sib  MOHARD  WEBSTER:  The 
matter  arose  in  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  (Gentleman  on  the  first  reading  of 
the  Bill,  in  which  he  offered  most  caustic 
criticism  on  the  use  of  the  words  "crimi- 
nal conspiracy."  Thereupon  I,  inter- 
locutarily,  called  attention  to  the  words 
"criminal  conspiracy/'  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  at  once  replied  that  the 
expression  was  nonsense,  and  turning  to 
me,  said  to  me  across  the  floor  of  the 
House,  "  Would  the  hon.  and  learned 
Oentleman  the  Attorney  Qeneral  think 
of  speaking  of  criminal  murder,  or  of 
criminal  burglary  ?  "  [Mr.  W.  E.  Glad* 
STon  made  a  gesture  of  dissent.]  The 
riffht  hon.  Gentleman  will  pardon  me, 
what  I  state  is  not  for  the  purpose  of 
justifying  myself,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  there  is  a  solid  distinction 
which  me  law  regards  as  between  "con- 
spiracy "  and  "criminal  conspiracy  " — 
between  combinations  and  criminal  com- 
binations. 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  We  are 
not  discussing  the  yolidity  of  the  dis- 
tinction at  this  moment.  What  I  wish 
to  say  is,  that  if  I  used  the  word  "  non- 
sense,''  it  was  not  in  reference  to  any 
remarks  of  the  Attorney  General.  I  was 
making  no  comment  on  his  proceedings. 
I  disclaim  that  altogether,  and  my  ap- 
peal to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
was  meant  to  be  a  testimony  of  my  re- 
spect for  and  of  my  confidence  in  any 
legal  opinion  he  might  give. 

Bib  BIOH ARD  WEBSTER :  I  accept 
that  explanation  unfeignedly. 

Sia  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  If  the 
fault  rests  upon  anyone  it  rests  upon 
me.  I  believe  I  was  the  person  who  ob- 
jected to  the  use  of  the  words  "  criminal 
€onn>iraoy,"  and  my  right  hon.  Eriend 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  was  only 
an  aocessory  after  the  fact.  I  objected 
to  the  words  "  criminal  conspiracy  "  in 
ao  Act  of  Parliament,  whether  we  use 
them  in  language,  or  in  the  title  of  a 
book,  and  I  shall  be  glad  if  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  will  produce  any  Act  of  Parlia- 
■unt  in  which  the  words  "  criminal 
sooa^xacy  "  oocur.  When  he  has  done 
that,  I  will  withdraw  the  statement  I 
have  made,  which  is,  that  it  is  a  per- 
fectly improper  legal  expression. 


Mb.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton)  : 
There  are  absolutely  only  two  proposi- 
tions before  the  House,  one  of  which 
was  put  forward  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Ohief  Secreta^  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  for  Ireland  which  has  been 
supported  by  the  Attorney  General.    I 
desire  to  deal  with  the  right  hon.  and 
hon.  Gentlemen  with  the  respect  that  is 
due  in  each  case  to  their  positions ;  but 
I    must   say   that    I    was    astounded 
to     hear     the     Ohief     Secretary    for 
Ireland    suggest,    after     having    put 
what  was  so  perfectly  true — ^namely, 
that  the  Courts  of  Law  in  relation  to 
combinations    of    working    men    had 
strained  the  doctrine  of  conspiracy  to 
the    fullest    extent — ^I     certainly    was 
startled  to  hear  him  say  that  an  agree- 
ment between  three  or  more  tenants  to 
fix  the  price  of  land  or  of  the  rent  of 
land  would  not  be  an  indictable  offence. 
I  see  I  have  correctly  represented  the 
position  they  took  up,  for  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentieman  the  Attorney  General 
indorses    that.    Do  I  understand   his 
contention  to  be  that  an  association  or 
agreement  between  two  or  more  indi- 
viduals to  fix  the  price  of  any  article 
whatever,  be  it  rent  or  anything  else, 
has  not  been  held  to  be  conspiracy  and 
therefore    indictable?    The    hon.    and 
learned  Gentleman  stated  that  no  Judge 
has  ever  held  it  to  be  so,   or  would 
ever  hold  it  to   be   so.     I  avow  that 
I  thought   he   was    wrong    when   he 
was  saying  it,  but  not  daring  to  trust 
my  memory  against  such  a  high  au- 
thority I  took    an    opportunity  of  re- 
freshing it,   and  I  have  been  a  little 
puzzled   since  I  came  back  with  the 
authority,  because  I  am  warned  that  the 
Government  are  not  going  to  act  on 
"fossil  dieta  "  that  no  lawyer  would  take 
up  to-day.  I  do  not  quite  understand  such 
a    proposition.    I  thought,    and    still 
think,  that  every  decision  in  a  criminal 
case  is  good  untU  it  is  overruled,  and  is 
binding  on    every  Judge  of  equal  or 
inferior  Oourt,  and  I  have  here  a  case 
as  to  which  there  can  be  absolutely  no 
doubt  at  all,  in  which  it  was  held  to  be 
an  indictable  offence  for  two  or  more 
persons  to  associate   together,  and   to 
agree  together  to  fix  a  price  at  which 
they  woiud  sell.    I  admit  that  there  is 
no  magic  in  the  word  "  conspiracy,"  and 
if  two  or  more  agree  to  do  a  thing,  no 
doubt  it  means  the  offence  of  conspliacy. 
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In  the  case  to  whioh  I  am  referringi  it 
was  held  to  be  an  indictable  offence  to 
combine  to  fix  the  price  of  salt.  That 
case  is  surely  familiar  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  G-eneral, 
for  it  is  in  the  2nd  Vol.  of  Lord  Ken- 
yen's  Eeport,  page  300.  The  judgment 
given  in  that  case  was  a  judgment  upon 
which  men  were  sent  to  gaol.  It  is  a 
a  judgment  that  is  still  part  of  the  law 
of  the  land,  and  which  the  Courts  must 
feel  bound  by.  Though  it  may  be  a  fossil 
dictum  on  Lord  Kenyon's  part,  it  has 
survived  in  most  modern  editions  of  the 
Digest.  I  have  refreshed  my  memory 
with  the  modern  edition  of  Fisher^e 
Digest^  in  which  this  fossil  is  preserved. 
But  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
G-eneral  managed  to  puzzle  me  still 
more.  I  understood  him  to  argue  to 
the  Committee  that  two  or  more  persons 
agreeing  to  do  what  one  might  right- 
fully do  by  himself  would  not  neces« 
sarily  constitute  the  crime  of  conspiracy. 
I  take  leave  not  only  to  differ  from  him, 
but  also  to  refer  him  to  what  is  not 
quite  fossil  dicta ;  but  relevant  j  udgment 
on  this  subject.  I  will  refer  him  to 
the  14th  Vol.  of  Coa^e  Criminal  Cases ^ 
page  508,  where  he  will  find  that 
the  Court,  in  express  terms,  ad- 
judged exactly  the  opposite  of  what 
he  has  laid  down.  The  law,  or  the 
rulings  in  relation  to  conspiracy  have 
been — if  one  may  say  so,  speaking  of 
the  judgments  of  the  High  Court — of 
the  very  loosest  description.  It  has  been 
held  to  be  conspiracy — and  conspiracy 
is  always  held  to  be  a  crime — to  stir  up 
ill-will  between  classes  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects.  Now,  the  Attorney  General 
put  it  that  no  honest  combination,  no 
combination  between  two  or  more  ten- 
ants who  felt  that  they  could  not  pay 
and  who  felt  that  they  ought  not  to  pay 
certain  rent,  and  who  combined  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  their  land  at  a  lower 
rent,  would  amount  to  the  crime  of 
conspiracy,  but  that  it  would  begin  to  be 
a  crime  of  conspiracy  when  some  one  or 
more  persons  combined  who  happened  to 
be  able  to  pay,  or  when  persons  able 
to  pay  began  to  be  connected  with 
that  combination  or  association.  Do 
I  understand  the  learned  Attorney 
General  gravely  to  argue  that  that  is  a 
crime  done  by  a  man  with  money  in  his 
pocket,  which  is  no  crime  in  the  eyes  of 
the  law  if  done  by  a  man  with  an  empty 
pocket?    I  will  not  venture  to  put  my 
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small — I  will  not  say  acquaintance  with 
the  law ;   I  will  not  put  it  as  high  as 
that — but  my  small  study  of  the  law 
against  the  opinion  so  plainly  put  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General;  but  if  we  were  arguing  this 
matter  before  a  tribunal    that    would 
have  the  right  to  pronounce  a  definite 
judgment  between  us,  I  should  rely  with 
confidence  that  the  decision  would  not 
bein  favour  of  the  learned  Attorney  Gene- 
ral.   But  what  is  sought  to  be  done  by 
these  statements  of  the  learned  Attorney 
General?    It  is  sought  to  impart  pre- 
ludioe  into  the  definition  of  conspiracy 
here,  so  as  to  carry  away  the  Committee 
for  the  moment;    but  I  feel  that  the 
good  sense  and  hunmnity  of  the  Com- 
mittee will  be  against  declaring  that  it 
is  a  conspiracy  for  tenants  in  the  position 
of    those    described    by    Sir    Redvers 
BuUer  as  unable  to  pay  who  may  com- 
bine against  the  rent  which  Sir  Hedvers 
Buller  swore  was  higher  than  they  ought 
to  have  to  pay.    I  respectfully  protest 
against  having  imported  into  the  matter 
this  side  issue,  for  the  sake  of  prejudic- 
ing the  argument  that  the  Government 
would  not  object  to  those  poor  people, 
that  they  would  not  seek  to  prosecute 
them  for  combining,  and  that  it  is  only 
the  people  who  can  pay  who  would  be 
proceeded  against  for  taking  part  in  the 
combination.      Then  it  comes  to  this — 
that  so  long  as  agreement,  that  associa- 
tion,   is  between  people  who  by  their 
poverty  are  unable  to  give  any  effect  to 
combination,  you  will  allow  it  to  take 
place;    but  the  moment    the    element 
enters  into  it,  that  one  tenant  who  has 
means  to  pay  says — '^I  will  join  with 
O'Brien,  who  has  not  money,  and  by 
putting  my  rent  in  my  pocket,   or  in 
some  place  of  safe  custody,  will  induce 
the  landlord  to  show  a  measure  of  jus- 
tice to  O'Brien  that  he  otherwise  would 
not  show,"  then  that  is  a  crime.    I  dare 
not  use  the  word  *^  nonsense,"  because 
it  would  be  impolite,  coming  from  one 
like  myself  to  one  in  the  superior  posi- 
tion occupied  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General.     Still, 
I  venture  to  say  that  that  would  be  the 
view  of  the  Judges,  if  such  an  argument 
were  brought  before  them.    I  venture 
to  say  that  they  would  make  no  buob. 
distinction  between  persons  who    had 
money  in  their  pockets  and  persons  who 
had  not.    The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle* 
man  pressed  the  matter  further,  and 
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aaid  diat  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby  had  taken  the  illus- 
tration  of  the  old  Trades  Unions,  and 
that  there  was  no  parallel  whatever  be- 
tween the  position  of  the  Irish  tenants 
now  and  the  English  workmen  then. 
Of  course,  in  a  sense  it  is  true  that  there 
is  never  any  parallel  betwen  things  that 
are  different ;  bat  there  is  in  this  case 
similarity  enough  to  make  the  matter  of 
similarity  worthy  of  the  consideration  of 
this  Committee.  What  is  it  that  is  said  ? 
It  is  said  that  the  construction  put  by 
the  Oourts  upon  the  law  of  combination 
was  80  harsh  as  to  create  a  wrong  for 
which  it  was  needful  that  there  should 
be  a  legal  remedy  provided  for  it  in  this 
country.  Well,  I  put  it  that  that  is  ex- 
actly what  you  have  in  regard  to  the 
tenants  of  Ireland.  The  conduct  of  the 
landlords  under  cover  of  law,  supported 
by  decision  after  decision,  has  been  so 
harsh  that,  while  it  may  be  as  perfectly 
legal  as  the  conduct  of  the  employers 
against  the  employed  prior  to  1 875,  it  pro- 
duces a  state  of  things  that  requires  some 
legal  remedy  from  this  House.  Well, 
I  do  not  want  to  obtrude  upon  the  Com- 
mittee, but  I  say,  notwithstanding  what 
has  just  been  argued  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, that  the  distinction  of  '^criminal 
conspiracy "  is  a  distinction  which  has 
never  been  drawn,  except,  perhaps,  on 
the  title  page  of  some  book,  or  on  the 
label  or  advertisement  on  the  back  of  it, 
and  that  the  best  test  will  be  to  take 
Viner^s  Abridgments  Bacon's  Ahridg- 
mmi,  and  ComynU  T^iged,  Under  the 
head  of  "crimes"  you  will  find  **  con- 
spiracy," but  you  will  look  for  ever  be- 
fore you  will  find  '^  criminal  conspiracy." 
You  will  find  conspiracy  under  the  head 
of  crimes,  just  as  you  will  find  murder ; 
just  as  you  will  find  burglary ;  or  just  as 
you  will  find  any  other  matter  which  is 
eitiier  felony  or  misdemeanour.  But  it 
is  not  true  that  in  law — and  I  say  it  with 
all  respect — that  there  has  ever  been  a 
distinction  in  our  Courts  between  "  con- 
spiracy'' and  ''criminal  conspiracy." 
I  cannot  speak  for  what  Irish  Courts 
may  have  done ;  but  I  suppose  in  that 
matter  English  law  is  binding,  and 
there  never  has  been  a  distinction  be- 
tween what  is  called  a  mere  honest  com- 
bination of  two  or  more  persons  to  effect 
a  particular  object  and  conspiracy.  In 
eadi  caae  it  has  been  a  conspiracy,  and 
thoo^  {he  maker  of  the  conspiracy 


might  influence  the  sentence,  it  in  no 
case  influenced  the  conviction. 

Captain  COLOMB  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Bow,  &c.) :  I  should  like  to  say  one 
word  widi  regard  to  the  illustration 
which  has  been  g^ven  us  as  to  the 
analogy  between  conspiracy  on  the  part 
of  Irish  tenants  not  to  pay  rent,  and 
combinations  on  the  part  of  English 
workingmen  by  Trades  Unions.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  has  put  the  case  as  it 
exists  in  his  view,  and  he  speaks  of 
labour  given  for  wages  in  England,  and 
labour  given  for  land  in  Ireland.  He 
asks  is  the  protection  which  is  given  to 
English  labour  to  be  denied  to  Irish 
labour  ?  But  I  would  point  out  to  the 
right  hon.  (Gentleman  that  the  State  in 
England  has  never  attempted  to  fix 
wages,  and  that  the  State  in  Ireland  has 
fixed  the  wag^s  given  for  labour  for  land ; 
and  the  whole  point  is  this — ^is  it  to  be 
tolerated  that  where  the  State  has  fixed 
certain  rents,  laws,  and  regulations  with 
regard  to  the  rent  of  land  in  Ireland, 
private  conspiracies  are  to  defeat  the 
law  of  the  land  ?  I  think  that  point  is 
very  material,  and  I  merely  wish  to 
point  it  out. 

Mr.  Addison  (Ashton  -  under  -  Lyne) 
here  rose,  and  being  called  upon  by 
the  Chairman,  he  at  once  resumed  his 
seat. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  I  am  rather  sorry  that  the 
Attorney  General  would  not  allow  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Ashton-under-Lyne  to  address 
the  Committee,  because  I  was  myself, 
for  personal  as  well  as  political  reasons, 
rather  curious  to  know  how  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  would  reconcile 
his  defence  of  a  case  like  this,  with  the 
attitude  he  took  up  during  the  Elections 
of  1885  and  1886.  I  shaU  assume  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was 
going  to  speak  against  the  Amendment, 
and  in  favour  of  the  clause  as  it  stands ; 
and  as  he  gives,  by  his  silence,  consent 
to  that,  I  will  give  him  notice  that  I 
shall  avail  myself  of  some  future  oppor- 
tunity of  making  a  slight  comparison 
between  his  attitude  now  and  his  atti- 
tude at  the  Elections.  I  should  not 
have  risen,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
somewhat  critical  position  into  which 
the  debate  has  got,  owing  to  the  Boy- 
cotting or  conspiracy  to  intimidate  exer- 
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oiBed  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  this  evening.  I 
am  told — and  I  have  no  doubt  of  the 
accuracy  of  the  assertion — that  if  the 
Attorney  General  were  living  in  Ireland, 
and  I  were  in  Dublin  Castle,  and  had 
the  working  of  a  Bill  like  this  in  my 
charge,  I  should  be  able  to  bring  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  within  the 
operation  of  the  present  clause  and  find 
him  guilty  of  intimidation.  Let  me 
point  to  another  authority.  The  Attor- 
ney General  said  that  a  conspiracy  of 
labour  would  be  as  injurious  as  any 
other  form  of  conspiracy,  and  therefore 
might  require  as  much  investigation. 
Well,  Sir,  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman will  accept  an  offer  from  me,  I 
will  undertake  to  say  very  little  on  any 
further  stage  of  this  Bill,  if  he  will  con- 
sent to  apply  as  much  of  this  Bill  to  this 
country  as  will  enable  us  to  bring  the 
editor  of  The  Times  before  a  secret  in- 
quiry in  order  to  find  out  who  supplied 
him  with  the  forged  letter.  I  know 
very  well  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman has  no  intention  of  doing  any- 
thing of  the  kind,  and  the  fact  of  the 
matter  is,  that  while  every  man  in  this 
country  is  at  liberty  to  take  part  in  any 
conspiracy  he  likes,  for  any  purpose  he 
likes,  yet  hon.  Members  on  these 
Benches,  and  persons  who  may  go  to 
Ireland,  and  may  go  to  the  impoverished 
tenantry,  and  make  an  offer  to  assist 
them  in  their  difficulties  as  regards  rent 
and  their  relations  with  their  landlords, 
if  that  offer  is  accepted  they  will  be 
liable  to  punishment  under  this  Bill. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  is  against  Boycotting ; 
well,  will  he  undertake  to  bring  under 
the  survey  of  this  clause  the  action  of 
the  Primrose  League  in  this  country  ? 

The  CH AlBMAN :  The  hon.  Gende- 
man  is,  I  think,  travelling  very  wide  of 
the  subject  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  I  am  very 
sorry,  because  I  think  I  am  approaching 
a  subject  which  is  not  at  all  agreeable 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman. 
Now,  I  wish  to  put  a  point  that  I  think 
is  certainly  in  Order,  and  which  I  think 
is  certainly  within  the  narrowest  limita- 
tions of  this  debate.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
said  a  little  while  ago  that  such  a  case 
as  was  referred  to  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  could 
not  arise  under  this  Bill,  and  I  remem- 
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her  the  other  night  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land said  the  same  thing.  I  put  this 
case  then,  supposing  a  certain  number 
of  men  on  the  estate  of  the  Marquess  of 
Clanricarde  combined  to  get  a  reduction 
of  25  per  cent  from  their  rents,  they 
would  be  guilty  of  conspiracy  as  this 
Bill  would  be  interpreted  by  Stipen* 
diary  Magistrates.  The  Chief  Secretary 
said — 

"  Not  at  all ;  there  could  be  no  conspiracy  in 
Buch  an  action  as  that,  and  there  is  no  Judge 
who  would  so  declare." 

But  if  the  Attorney  General  will,  for  a 
moment,   give  me  his  attention — ^I  do 

not  wish  to  delay  him,  but  his  mind  does 
not  seem  to  be  bent  upon  the  point  with 
which  I  am  dealing — I  want  to  show  him 
some  facts  of  Irish  life,  with  which, 
I  am  sorry  to  say,  he  is  not  very  well 
acquainted.  I  say  that  under  this  Bill, 
as  it  would  be  interpreted  by  the  Irish 
Attorney  General,  who  is  sitting  next 
him,  and  by  the  Irish  Judges,  com- 
binations of  tenants  on  the  Marquess  of 
Clanricarde's  estate  to  get  their  rents 
reduced  by  25  per  cent  would  be  an  act 
of  criminal  conspiracy.  That  is  my 
statement.  That  statement  was  con- 
troverted. Now,  will  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
be  surprised  to  hear  that  a  learned 
Judge,  not  a  Tory  Judge,  and  not  a 
fossil  Judge,  but  a  man  still  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  life,  and  a  Member  of  '*  another 
place"  so  recently  as  1881,  laid  down 
the  doctrine  that  any  combination  or  any 
incitement  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
a  reduction  of  rent  was  a  conspiracy 
under  the  existing  law.  Now,  I  will 
read  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
a  passage  from  the  judgment  to  which. 
I  allude.  Judge  Fitzgerald  said,  in  the 
case  of  **  The  Queen  v.  Parnell " — 

**  Bj  the  law  of  the  land,  what  the  landlord 
is  entitled  to  receive  is  the  full  rent,  and  the 
tenant  is  called  upon  to  pay  nothing  more  and 
nothing  less  " — 

Now,  I  recommend  that  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Ashton-under-Lyne  (Mr.  Addison),  and 
I  should  like  to  know  what  he  thinks  of 
it— 

**  nothing  more  and  nothing  less,  and  though. 
these  rents  have  been  characterised  as  rack 
rents  I  have  now  to  tell  you,  with  the  entire 
concurrence  of  my  learned  Colleague,  that  to 
incite  tenant  farmers  not  to  pay  their  rent  is  an 
offenoe  against  our  Common  Law,  and  subject  to 
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an  indiciment  for  conspiiaoj  as  a  breach  of  the 
Common  Law." 

Now,  I  wonder  do  the  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Aahton-under-Lyne  know  that  that  law 
was  laid  down  in  Ireland,  and  do  thej 
agree  with  that  law?  Do  they  agree 
with  Lord  Fitzgerald  that  any  incite- 
ment to  tenants  not  to  pay  their  rents  is 
an  offence  against  our  Common  Law»  and 
subject  to  an  indictment  for  conspiracy  ? 
Ana  mark  the  words  which  precede  this. 
Judge  Fitzgerald  says — ^*  The  landlord 
is  entitled  to  a  full  rent ;  nothing  more 
and  nothing  less."  Well,  then,  if  we 
indte  the  tenants  to  ask  the  landlord  to 
accept  25  per  cent  less  than  the  landlord 
is  entitled  to,  according  to  the  law,  then, 
we  make  ourselves  suoject  to  an  indict- 
ment for  conspiracy.  Is  that  not  the 
law  in  Ireland  now  ?  That  statement 
of  the  law  may  be  an  absurd  statement 
of  the  law,  may  be  an  idiotic  statement  of 
the  law,  may  be  a  monstrous  statement 
of  the  law — and  I  think  it  is  all  these 
things — but  it  is  the  law  as  laid  down  by 
Judge  Fitzgerald,  and  it  has  not  been 
revised  on  appeal  by  any  other  tribunal. 
And  so  we  have  it  laid  down  clearly, 
as  the  existing  law,  that  an  attempt  to 
induce  men  to  bring  about  an  abatement 
of  their  rent  would  make  the  persons 
who  do  it  subject  to  indictment  for  con- 
spiracy and  bring  them  within  this  Bill. 
And  it  is  in  the  face  of  well-known  facts 
like  these  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary,  with  his  character- 
istic imorance  of  Irish  affairs  and  of 
JiMk  law — I  am  not  surprised  at  his 
igoorance  of  Irish  law,  because  there 
nerer  was  such  law  laid  down  in  the 
w<ffld  as  that  of  our  country — should  get 
up  and  say  no  Judge  could  possibly  de- 
cide that  which,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
Jodse  after  Judge  has  decided  in  Ire- 

Mr«  a.  J.  B ALFOUE :  What  I  said 
to-night  was,  that  if  three  or  four  tenants 
agreed  together,  by  combination,  to  get 
tbilandlOTdto  reduce  their  rents,  that 
would  not  be  a  conspiracy. 

ICa.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR :  Then  I  would 
remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  of 
what  Lord  Fitzgerald  said  with  regard 
to  the  law  of  the  land.  What  does  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  say  to  that  ? 
Hanre  I  not  proved  that  a  Judge  has 
dedded  that  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
BMo  faid  no  Judge  would  ever  decide — 
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namely,  that  the  incitement  of  tenants 
to  pay  a  farthing  less  than  their  judicial 
rents  would  be  subject  to  indictment  for 
conspiracy,  and  therefore  would  bring 
everybody  who  took  part  in  it  within  the 
lines  of  the  1st  clause  and  subsequent 
clauses  of  this  Bill.  Now,  there  is  a 
style  of  argument  used  on  the  Treasury 
Bench  that  I  strongly  object  to.  They 
say — '*You  must  trust  to  the  way  in 
which  these  laws  will  be  carried  out— 
you  must  trust  to  their  being  carried  out 
in  a  hond  fide  and  honest  manner." 
Trust  to  an  Irish  official  as  to  the  way  in 
which  the  law  is  to  be  carried  out! 
I  am  justified  in  saying  this,  by  the 
moral  character  of  the  present  officials 
in  Dublin  Castle.  I  say  that,  if  Dublin 
Castle  were  manned  by  Liberal  officials, 
instead  of,  as  it  is  now,  by  men  belong- 
ing to  the  Orange  combination  in  Ire- 
land, eyen  then  this  law  would  be  car- 
ried out  to  the  fullest  extent.  Our  old 
experience  is  that  every  single  power 
which  repressive  legislation  gives  to 
Dublin  Castle  will  not  only  be  used, 
but  abused,  to  the  very  utmost  limits 
that  imagination  can  conceive,  and  to 
the  widest  interpretation  of  the  law. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  spoken 
of  the  Coercion  BQl  of  1881.  What  was 
said  in  this  House  during  the  whole  pas- 
sage of  that  Bill  ?  Why,  the  late  Mr. 
Forster  got  up  time  after  time  and  used 
the  words  which  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  is  constantly  using.  I  sometimes 
think  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
quoting  to  the  House  what  he  has  im- 
bibed from  the  speeches  of  that  dis- 
tinguished statesman.  Mr.  Forster  said, 
over  and  over  again,  that  his  Coercion 
Bill  was  not  directed  against  tenants  or 
combinations  of  tenants,  and  that  it  was 
not  passed  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
rents,  and,  above  sJl,  for  the  purpose  of 
collecting  rack-rents,  but  that  it  was 
passed  simply  as  a  measure  against 
crime.  And  now  we  have  the  Attorney 
General  getting  up  and  saying  that  this 
Bill  is  not  directed  at  all  against  com- 
binations of  the  tenants,  but  solely  and 
exclusively  against  crime.  A  few  days 
ago  I  went  over  a  list  of  the  men  who 
were  placed  in  gaol  under  Mr.  Forster's 
Act.  The  warrants,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, had  to  set  forth  the  crime  of 
which  these  men  were  reasonably  sus- 
pected ;  and  over  and  over  again  in  those 
warrants  the  crime  was  stated  to  be  in- 
citing tenants  not  to  pay  rents.  An  hon. 
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Friend  near  me  remarks  that  the  war- 
rants in  which  the  crimes  were  set  forth 
were  printed  warrants ;  and,  as  I  have 
said,  the  crime  was  over  and  over  again 
stated  to  be  inciting  tenants  to  intimida- 
tion. In  the  case  of  Mr.  Forster's  Bill, 
we  had  a  measure,  professing  to  be 
aimed  at  crime,  used  almost  entirely  for 
the  extortion  of  rent.  If  we  go  back  in 
Irish  history  we  find  the  same  thing. 
In  1846,  Mr.  Daniel  O'Oonnell  spoke  of 
some  Acts  which  ga^e  power  to  magis* 
trates  to  whip  people  in  prison ;  it  was 
said  at  the  time  that  those  powers  were 
not  used,  but  Mr.  O*0onnell  said — **I 
have  known  men  to  be  whipped  almost 
to  death  under  these  Acts."  Now,  the 
moral  of  all  this  is,  that  the  pledges 
made  in  Parliament  have  always  been 
falsified,  and  the  Acts,  when  passed,  used 
to  the  utmost  possible  limit.  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  laid  down  what 
appears  to  be  the  policy  of  the  Goyern- 
ment  plainly  and  lucidly.  He  said  that 
the  Qovernment  thought  it  worth  while 
to  inquire  into  any  oSence  deserving  of 
punishment.  Now  we  exactly  under- 
stand where  we  are.  A  combination 
against  rent,  being  proved  according  to 
the  existing  law,  is  a  criminal  con- 
spiracy; therefore,  a  combination  for 
the  non-payment  of  rent  comes  under 
the  2nd  clause  of  the  Bill,  and,  being 
under  the  2nd  clause,  it  comes  also 
under  the  Ist  clause;  and,  therefore, 
we  come  to  this — that  the  Oovemment 
claim  the  right  to  use  their  secret  in- 
quiry against  every  combination  for  the 
non-payment  of  rent.  In  the  face  of 
that,  I  cannot  understand  how  any  Gen- 
tleman possessed  of  ordinary  intelHgenoe 
of  mind,  and  even  the  average  conscien- 
tiousness of  the  House  of  Oommons — ^I 
cannot  understand  how  any  man  can  get 
up  in  his  place,  and  any  longer  describe 
this  Bill  as  a  Bill  directed  solely  against 
criminals,  and  not  directed  against  com- 
binations of  tenants.  I  think  I  have 
proved  that  this  secret  inquiry  will  be 
used  by  the  Gk>vemment  themselves 
against  combinations  of  tenants.  But 
is  this  a  power  which  the  Qovernment 
have  not  got  already  ?  Is  it  not  notorious 
that  rack-renting  is  almost  universal  in 
Ireland  at  the  present  moment?  The 
Government  appeal  to  Commissioners  to 
prove  that  Boycotting  is  going  on  in  Ire- 
land; and,  agaiU)  they  also  appeal  to 
them  to  prove  that  a  large  majority  of 
the  tenants  are  unable  to  pay  tiie  rents 
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demanded  of  them ;  and,  in  the  face  of 
that,  you  take  powers  to  suppress  by 
imprisonment    every    combination   for 
bringing  about  the  reduction  of  rents. 
I  may  say  that  no  more  immoral  or 
criminal  policy  has  ever  been  followed 
by  a  Government.     But  if  there  is   a 
general  combination  among  tenants,  are 
there  no  combinations  among  landlords 
in  Ireland  ?    There  are  three  landlord 
combinations  in  Ireland,  and  they  are 
under  the  control  of  the  worst  landlords 
there  are  in  the  country.     I  say  worst, 
in  the  sense  of  their  having  been  heavily 
mulcted  in  the  Law  Courts.  I  am  not  going 
to  say  anything  about  the  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel 
King-Harman),  because  I  assume  that 
he  is  so  largely  occupied  in  doing  the 
work  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Iroland 
that  he  will  leave  the  combinations  of 
landlords  alone  for  some  time  to  come ; 
but  the  three  landlords  who  have  been 
most  heavily  mulcted  are  the  men  who 
have  the  landlord  combinations  in  Ire- 
land at  their  disposal.     Does  anyone 
doubt  for  what  purpose  combinations 
under   the  control   of  such  men  will 
be   employed  ?     Does  anyone  suppose 
that  these   men,  who  are  branded  for 
rack-renting,   will  employ  those  com- 
binations for  any  other  purpose  than 
that   of  keeping  up  rents?     Here  we 
have   the    three    most  powerful  com- 
binations of  landlords  in  Ireland,  and 
they  are  under  the  control  of  three  of 
the  most  rack-renting  landlords  in  the 
country,  and,  of  course,  these  landlords 
will  not  endeavour  to  get  better  terms 
for  the  tenants  from  other  landlords  than 
they    are  themselves  willing   to  g^ve. 
Therefore,  I  think  I  have  shown  that 
these  combinations  will  be  employed  for 
keeping  up  rack-rents,  and  increasing^ 
the  number  of  combinations  existing  in 
Ireland.  Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  intend  to  use  the  1st 
clause  for  examining  into  the  workings 
of  these  combinations  ?    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  knows  very  well  that  a  dis- 
tinguished man  has  described  the  com- 
binations of  landlords  in  Ireland  as  con- 
tributing to  the  state  of  civil  war  and 
social  disorder  that  exists  there  at  the 
present  moment.    The  main  argument 
used  in   *^  another  place "  has  always 
been  that,  as  the  tenants  combined  for 
the  purpose  of  non-payment  of  rent,  the 
landlords  combine  for  the  enforcing  of 
evictions.  If  this  Bill,  which  is  now  be« 
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fore  the  Committee,  is  for  the  pur- 
pose of  putting  down  the  combination 
of  tenants,  which  is  one  factor  towards 
social  disorder  in  Ireland,  ought  it  not 
also  to  be  used  for  putting  down  the 
other  factor  of  social  disorder — namely, 
the  combination  of  landlords  ?  [Laughter,'] 
The  Chief  Secretary  sits  smiling  in  his 
place,  and  does  not  even  gi^e  me  the 
Cecil  nod  which  we  might  have  expected 
from  his  family  relationship;  but  I 
would  ask  him  whether  he  sees  that 
there  is  any  possibility  of  using  this 
clause  for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  the 
combinations  of  landlords  ?  [Mr.  A.  J. 
Bai^foub:  If  there  is  indictable  con- 
spiracy. 3  Then  indictable  conspiracy  is 
not  the  combination  of  landlords  to  keep 
up  rents ;  indictable  conspiracy  means  a 
combination  on  the  part  of  the  tenants 
to  put  down  rents.  That  being  so,  I 
know  rery  well  that  this  Bill  will  leave 
the  landlord  combinations  absolutely 
scot-free,  and  will  do  nothing  to  put 
them  down.  But  is  there  no  other 
reason  why  the  tenants  in  Ireland  should 
be  allowed  to  combine  at  the  present 
moment  ?  Does  not  the  right  hon.  Gen« 
tleman  know  well  that  intimidation  and 
Boycotting  means  the  system  by  which 
men  force  others  to  carry  out  their  will  ? 
Does  not  he  know  that  all  these  influences 
are  employed  now  by  the  landlords  for 
the  purpose  of  forcmg  purchase  upon 
their  tenants?  We  have  stated,  oyer 
and  oyer  again,  that  the  landlords  in 
Ireland  haye  tried  to  force  their  tenants 
into  purchasing,  and  eyeryone  acquainted 
with  social  and  rural  life  in  that  country 
knows  that  the  landlords  or  their  agents 
come  to  the  tenants  with  a  notice  to 
quit  in  one  hand,  and  an  agreement  to 
porehase  in  the  other.  What  happens 
is  this — the  Sheriff  comes  with  a  poas^ 
of  police,  and  then  you  haye  the  tenant 
hee  to  face  with  the  eviction  of  himself, 
his  wife  and  the  children  on  the  one 
side,  and  on  the  other,  you  haye  a 
Mephistopbeles  with  his  exorbitant  pur- 
chase proposal.  Are  hon.  Members  sur- 
prised that,  under  these  circumstances, 
the  tenant  prefers  to  make  a  bad  bargain, 
rather  than  go  on  the  road  side  ?  If  you 
take  any  Tory  papers  of  last  year,  or 
look  at  any  of  the  Tory  speeches  that 
have  been  made,  one  argument  has 
always  been  used  with  reference  to  the 
Irish  Question.  The  daily  Press,  the 
hoa.  Member  for  Cambridge  (Mr.  Pen- 
aoee  Yttxgmid),  every  Irish  Tory  who 


has  spoken  on  the  question,  has  said  in 
effect-— There  is  no  necessity  to  g^ve  this 
right  to  tenants  to  go  into  Court  to  get  a 
reduction  of  rent,  they  can  get  a  reduc- 
tion by  simple  purchase ;  these  gentle- 
men said  that  by  means  of  an  agreement 
of  purchase  they  could  at  once  produce 
a  reduction  of  25  per  cent  in  the  rent  of 
the  land ;  but  that  is  not  my  way  of 
looking  at  this  question.  I  think  that 
the  tenant  should  be  free  to  purchase  at 
a  rent  which  has  been  reduced  to  its 
proper  level ;  and  I  hold  that  the  Chief 
Secretary,  by  using  this  clause  against 
tenant  combinations,  will  be  acting  most 
unfairly  and  most  unjustifiably  to  his 
own  country ;  because  these  bad  bargains 
which,  under  this  Bill,  will  fall  upon 
the  shoulders  of  the  Irish  farmers,  will 
come  in  time  upon  the  English  taxpayer, 
and  then  the  Tories  and  the  Liberal 
IJnionbts  will  be  left  to  congratulate 
each  other  on  having  defeated  the  Bill  of 
the  right  hon.  Oentieman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian. 

Mb.  CLANCY  (DubUn,  Co.,  N.) :  I 
think  it  right  that  the  country  and  the 
House  of  Commons  will,  after  to-night, 
at  least,  know  what  is  practically  aimed 
at  by  this  Bill.  The  great  pretence  has 
been  that  the  Bill  is  aimed  at  crime — at 
criminals,  murderers,  and  persons  who 
attempt  murder,  arson,  and  so  forth; 
whereas  now  we  know  that  it  is  aimed 
in  reality  at  peaceable  combinations  of 
tenants  to  effect  a  reduction  of  their 
rents.  A  question  was  put  to-night 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E.  Glad- 
stone) to  the  Attorney  G-eneral  for  Eng- 
land, and  I  think  that  question  went  to 
the  root  of  the  whole  matter ;  he  asked 
the  Attorney  General  whether  this  Bill 
was  intended  to  ^t  down  Boycotting 
attended  by  intimidation,  or,  whether  it 
was  intended  to  put  down  Boycotting 
unaccompanied  by  intimidation.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  asked  for  a  plain 
answer  to  that  simple  question,  and  the 
Committee  now  knows  the  answer  which 
was  given  to  it.  The  Attorney  General 
spoke  for  a-half  or  three-quarters  of  an 
hour,  and  from  the  beginning  to  the  end 
of  his  speech  ho  never  made  an  attempt 
to  reply  to  that  question.  He  evaded 
altogether  the  question  whether  the  Bill 
was  intended  to  deal 
unaccompanied  by  ii 
are,  therefore,  ei 
this  BiU  is 
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down  crimes,  but  also  to  put  down  com- 
binations which  in  this  country  would 
be  regarded  as  perfectly  lawful  and  de- 
fensible.   It  seems  to  me  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  (Mr.  Brad- 
laugh)  put  the  case  very  well  when  he 
said  that  the  application  of  the  Bill  in 
case  of   combinations    depended  upon 
whether  the  tenants  had  money  or  not. 
It  appears  that  where  there  is  money 
combinations    will    be    protected,   and 
that  where  there  is  no  money  poverty 
will  be  made  a  crime.    That  being  so, 
the  next  point  is  to  determine  whether 
they    have    money    or   not,    and  that 
seems  to  be  left  entirely  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Hesident  Magistrates.    It 
will  be  in  the  discretion  of  gentlemen  of 
this  class  to  determine  whether  the  ten- 
ants have  money  or  not,   and,   conse- 
quently, whether  or  not  they  are  to  be 
liable  to  the  penalties  of  this  Bill.    That 
is    a    nice    state    of    the    law.      The 
Attorney  General  made  one  statement 
which  I  cannot  allow  to  pass  without 
notice.    He  said  that  the  question  as  to 
whether  these  combinations  would  be 
put  down  or  not  must  be  accompanied 
by  the  question,  **  What  is  their  inten- 
tion ?  "    If  there  has  been  anything  de- 
termined in  the  course  of  recent  legal 
proceedings  in  Ireland,  it  is  that  the 
question  of  intent  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  matter.    Again  and  again  it 
has  been  laid  down  by  the  Judges,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon),  that  the  question 
whether  the  hon.  Member  had  good  or 
bad  motives  did  not  enter  in  the  least 
into  the  question ;  they  said  it  did  not 
matter  whether  he  had  the  best  motive, 
or  the  worst  in  the  world ;  but  that  the 
mere  fact  that  he  had  incited  tenants 
to  combine  for  a  reduction  of  rent  con- 
stituted a  crime.     I  cannot  help  ex- 
Eressing  surprise,  as  some  hon.  Mem- 
ers  on  this  side  of  the  House  have 
already  done,  regarding  the  statements 
made  with  reference  to  the  dieta  of  the 
Judges.    Some  of  the  most  ridiculous 
and  preposterous  dieta  which  have  been 
heard  of  in  the  criminal  history  of  the 
country  for  the  last  six  centuries  have 
been  revived  during  the  last  three  or 
four  years ;   and  the  Judges  are  pro- 
gressing from  bad   to   worse  in   this 
respect.      Five  or  six  years  ago  they 
began  by  reviving  obsolete  statutes  of 
Edward  III.  and  Oharles  I,  while  the 
doctrine  of  the  inherent  jurisdiction  of 
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the  Oourt  of  Queen's  Bench  to  bind  a 
man  to  the  peace  with  the  alternative 
of  imprisonment — a  jurisdiction  never 
heard  of  in  England  since  the  days  of 
the  Aula  Kegis — was  only  introduced 
last  winter.  Some  of  us  were  amused  to« 
night  at  hearing  an  hon.  Member  repre- 
senting one  of  the  Metropob'tan  consti- 
tuencies, and  who  it  seemed  to  me  did  not 
know  even  as  much  about  ag^culture  as 
what  is  meant  by  an  acre  of  ground,  tell 
the  Committee,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian,  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Derby  (Sir  William  Harcourt),  the 
distinction  between  a  strike  of  opera- 
tives in  England  and  a  combination 
among  tenants  in  Ireland.  The  as- 
sumption of  the  hon.  Member  evidently 
was  that  the  tenants  in  Ireland  had  no 

Property  in  the  land ;  but  if  there  has 
een  one  thing  established,  not  only  by 
the  inquiries  of  Commissioners,  but  by 
the  legislation  of  this  House,  it  is  that 
the  land  does  not  belong  entirely  to  the 
landlord.  You  talk  every  day  of  putting 
an  end  to  the  dual  ownership  in  land, 
and  you  talk  every  day  of  establishing 
one  instead  of  two  sets  of  owners — that 
is    to    say,  you    yourselves   recognize 
every  day  in  every  word  you  say  that 
the  lan^ords  and  the  tenants  are  co- 
partners in    the    land.      It  has  been 
established  by  the  Cowper  Commission, 
by  the  Bessborough  Commission,  and 
others,  that  by  reason  of  the  improve- 
ments of  tenants,   which  extend  from 
the  building  of  a  house,  even  to  the 
making  of  the  soil,  the  tenants  have 
ownership  in  the  land;  and,  according^ 
to  my  reading,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
tenants  own  more  of  the  land  in  Ireland 
than  the  landlords.     Consequently,    I 
think  it  was  rather  presumptuous  on 
the  part  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
to  attempt  to  set  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Derby  right  in  the 
matter  of  analogy  between  the  opera- 
tives in  England  and  the  tenants    in 
Ireland.    I  believe  that  we  have  now 
reached  a  very  important  point  in  the 
discussion  of  this  Bill.  One  would  have 
thought  that  the  Chief  Secretary,  in  the 
course  of  his  speech,  would  have  conde- 
scended to  use  some  arguments  in  sup- 
port of  his  case.    He  did  not,  however, 
attempt  anything  of  the  kind ;  he  relies 
upon  his  own  ipse  dixit^  which  seems, 
in  his  mind,  to  settle  everything.      Se 
made  a  remarkable  observatipn  to-night, 
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taking  it  for  granted  that  everyone  woald 
belieye  it,  because  lie  said  it,  though 
without  proof.  He  referred  to  the  case 
of  Murphy,  who  was  murdered,  and  he 
said  that,  without  a  clause  of  this  kind, 
that  case  could  not  have  been  inquired 
into.  The  man  Murphy  is  supposed  to 
have  been  murdered  in  consequence  of 
something  in  connection  with  the  hiring 
and  letting  of  land ;  and  the  right  hon. 
Qentlenman's  argument  was  that,  if 
you  could  not  bring  those  matters 
within  the  scope  of  the  Ist  clause, 
you  could  not  inquire  into  the  murder 
at  all.  Was  anything  ever  said  so  pre- 
posterous as  that?  It  is  surely  the 
fact  that  a  man  has  been  murdered 
that  is  to  be  inquired  into,  and  not 
merely  whether  Murphy  had  displeased 
his  neighbours  by  hiring  or  letting 
the  land.  Under  this  Bill  you  can 
inquire  into  any  murder  in  Ireland, 
whether  agrarian,  political,  or  other; 
and,  consequently,  I  think  that  the 
argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
nothing  less  than  an  insult  to  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  Committee.  As  I  have 
said,  we  have  arrived  at  an  important 
stage  of  this  Bill.  The  Amendment  be- 
fore the  Oommittee  lets  us  know  exactly 
where  we  stand,  and  places  before  the 
Committee  and  the  country  what  is  the 
exact  character  of  the  measure  we  are 
asked  to  pass.  The  Bill  is  defended  on 
the  g^und  that  it  is  to  be  applied  to 
crime  and  criminals.  Now  we  know 
that  that  is  not  the  case.  We  know 
perfectly  well  that,  in  addition  to  crime 
and  criminals,  amongst  the  objects  aimed 
at  are  combinations  imaccompanied  by 
Tiolence ;  and,  that  being  so,  I  am  afraid 
that  the  character  of  the  opposition  to 
this  measure  will  not  be  mitigated  in 
fotare;  I  am  afraid  that  a  good  many 
Irish  Members  who  have  not  taken  any 
part  yet  in  the  discussion  will  be  induced, 
owing  to  the  rejection  of  this  Amend- 
ment, bj  the  prompting  of  their  con- 
Bcioices  and  the  duty  which  they  owe 
to  their  constituents,  to  take  their  part  in 
opposing  this  measure  to  the  very  last, 
&o  matter  what  the  consequence  may  be. 
The  character  of  the  Bill  is  now  known ; 
it  is  one  of  naked  tyranny ;  it  has  been 
prodaimed  to  be  of  that  character  by 
the  statement  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  to-night,  and  it  was  so  pro- 
daimed in  the  speech  of  the  Attorney 
General,  when  he  refused  to  answer  the 

VOI*.  OCCXV*    [THna>  9beibs.] 


,  plain  question  put  to  him  by  the  righ 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian,  whether  this  Bill  would  be 
applicable  or  not  to  Boycotting  unac- 
companied with  violence  or  intimidation  ? 
I  think  that  the  miserable  attempt  of  the 
Attorney  General  to  evade  that  question 
conveys  to  all  minds  the  knowledge  that 
this  Bill  is  not  intended  solely  against 
criminals,  but  against  peaceful,  social, 
and  political  combinations  which  in 
England  would  be  protected,  and  which 
I  hope  will  continue  in  Ireland  despite 
this  law. 

Me.  EDWAED  HAERINGTON 
(Kerry,  W.) :  I  desire  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  to  the  state  of  the 
House  night  after  night,  when  these 
matters,  which  we  think  it  necessary  to 
discuss,  are  brought  forward.  I  do  not 
say  that  this  is  on  account  of  any  Boy- 
cotting or  exclusion  directed  towards 
myself;  but  it  is  a  painful  and  dreary 
task  to  stand  up  and  address  an  empty 
Treasury  Bench,  or  a  solitary  Minister 
keeping  watch  upon  it.  Knowing  that 
the  Government  will  bring  every  influence 
and  pressure  to  bear  upon  their  sup- 

Eorters  to  refrain  from  giving  their 
onest  opinion  with  respect  to  this  Bill, 
we  have  carried  before  our  faces  the 
very  practice  which  the  Government 
profess  to  be  going  to  put  down  in  Ire- 
land. A  few  moments  ago  an  hon.  and 
learned  Member  opposite,  who  desired 
to  enlighten  the  Committee  by  a  state- 
ment of  his  views,  was  at  once  extin- 
guished by  the  Attorney  General ;  and 
I  recall  the  fact  that,  on  the  occasion 
when  Irish  Members  were  speaking  the 
other  night,  the  officials  of  the  Tory 
Party  got  behind  the  Speaker's  Chair 
and  beckoned  out  their  supporters,  so 
that  they  might  not  hear  the  arguments 
which  we  had  to  urge  against  this  mea- 
sure. This  system  of  manufacturing 
Crimes  Acts  is,  I  maintain,  un-Constitu- 
tional.  It  is  therefore  hard  for  us  to 
have  anv  respect  for  the  Bill ;  and  al- 
though it  is  hopeless  for  us  to  seek  to 
amend  it,  I  think  we  cannot  be  blamed 
if  in  the  absence  of  reply  to  our  argu- 
ments, we  indulge  in  reiteration,  with 
the  hope  that  something  in  the  nature 
of  an  answer  may  be  brought  for- 
ward. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present ;  Committee  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

M  IJSi^Mh  ^^i^ht.•] 
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Mb.  ED  WAED  H  AERINOTON  said : 
The  Amendment  which  we  are  now  con- 
sidering runs  as  follows : — 

"  Provided  that  no  examination  under  this 
section  shall  be  held  in  respect  of  any  matters 
relating  to  public  meeting^,  or  transactions  re* 
lating  to  the  letting,  hiring,  or  occupation  of 
land,  or  the  dealing  with,  working  for,  or  hiring 
of  any  persons  in  the  ordinary  courso  of  trade, 
business,  or  occupation." 

We  hare  from  time  to  time  been  accused 
in  this  country,  and  in  this  House  more 
or  less  directly,  with  being  men  who,  in 
our  hearts,  sympathize  with  crime  and 
violence ;  we  have  been  accused  of  en- 
couraging and  inciting  to  crime  in  Ire- 
land, and  our  opposition  to  the  Bill  is 
condemned  as  opposition  for  the  purpose 
of  sheltering  crime  and  criminals.     We 
say  to  the  Government  now  that  our 
attitude  will  be  seriously  affected  by  the 
position  which  they  have  taken  up.  We 
say,  as  you  have  conceived  it  to  be  right 
to  briug  in  this  Bill,  and  embarked  in 
the  pursuit  of  criminals,  we  will  offer 
no  opposition  to  you,  provided  that  you 
honestly  confine  your  investigation  to 
crime  and  the  cause  of  crime ;  but  if 
you  use  the  measure  for  political  pur- 
poses then  we  shall  oppose  you.      Com- 
mon prudence  would,  I  should  think, 
dictate  to  the  English  Government  that 
the  greatest  danger  to  socicd  order  would 
resTut  from  the  fusion  of  crime  and  poli- 
tical offences.  We  are  not  now,  as  I  take 
it,  on  the  question  of  the  extent  to  which 
this  measure  shall  deal  with  political 
offences,  and  of  the  extent  to  which  it 
creates  new    crimes.     We  are  on  this 
point— the  working  of  the  Secret  Investi- 
gation Clause,  and  the  use  which  will 
be  made  of  it  in  Ireland.    And  while 
we  are  not,  for  a  moment,    contesting 
your  ri^ht  to  change  your  venues  for 
the  trial  of  political  prisoners,  and  to 
convict  them  in  the  ordinary  Courts  if 
you  can,  we  object  that  if  you  refuse 
the  present  Amendment  we   shall   be 
handed  over  to  the  Eesident  Magistrates, 
who  will  consider  every  act  that  dis- 
pleases them  an  offence,  and  proceed  to 
apply  this  torture  clause  for  the  purpose 
of  investigating  it.     What  are  tiie  things 
which  are  sought  to  be  excluded  from 
this    inquisitorial    process?    They  are 
public  meetings,  the  letting  and  hiring 
of  land,  and  matters  of  that  kind.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  may   say  that  the 
Eesident  Magistrates  will  not  seek  to ' 
inquire  into  matters  respecting  which 
there  is  no  need  for  inquiry.    But  we 


are  certain — we  expect,  and  we  have  rea- 
son  to  believe  m>m  experience — that 
the  Eesident  Magistrates  will  use  these 
powers  for  breaking  up  every  legitimate 
conspiracy — if  I  may  oe  allowed  to  use 
that  expression — every  legitimate  com- 
bination of  tenants  to  obtain  a  fair  re- 
duction of  rent.     If  you  want  to  punish 
a  man  for  speaking  at  a  public  meeting, 
why  do    you  require   an    inquisitorial 
clause  of  this  kind  ?    In  the  first  place, 
the  Government  have  their  reporters ; 
you  have  the  speech  printed  probably 
in  the  newspapers ;  thousands  of  people 
are  present,  for  meetings    in   Ireland, 
unlike  meetings  in  England,  which  are 
made  up  by  means  of  tickets  of  a  spurious 
character,  are  held  in  the  open  air ;  every- 
one is  safe,  although  he  may  hold  opi- 
nions hostile  to  those  who  convene  the 
meeting.  Why,  then,  do  you  take  powers 
to  apply  this  clause  to  public  meetings 
in  Ireland?    Then  with  regard  to  the 
combinations  of  tenan  ts.    I  cannot  enter 
with  authority  into  these  legal  matters ; 
but  will  it  not  be  held  that  it  is  right  for 
the  tenants  to  combine  for  their  own 
protection,  just  as  much  as  it  is  right 
for  the  landlords  to  combine  for  theirs  ? 
It  must  be  so ;  and  yet,  because  it  is  held 
by  the  Judges  of  Ireland  that  because 
their  rents  are  fixed  according  to  a  form 
of  agreement  recognized  by  the  law,  it 
is  said  that  the  landlords  have  the  right 
of  entering  into  combination  to  maintain 
their  rents,  and  that  the  tenants  are 
wrong,  because  they  seek  a  reduction 
adequate    to    the    depression    of    the 
times.    The  opinions  of  the  Judges  in 
Ireland  have   been  quoted,  which  de- 
clare   that    any    combination   of    ten- 
ants to    injure    their  landlords   is    an 
illegal  combination,   and  we  know  the 
meaning    which    they    attach    to    the 
word  "injure,"  because  they  have  de- 
fined it  as  injury  to  the  pocket  of  the 
landlord.     Suppose  that  three,  four,  or 
six  tenants  have  an  aggregate  rental  of 
£100  to  pay ;  if  they  &ink  that  the  de- 
pression  of  the  times  makes  it  necessary 
to  demand  a  remission  of  36  per  cent, 
according  to  the  dicta  of  the  Irish  Judges 
that  would  be  a  combination  to  injure 
the  pocket  of  the  landlord,  and,  conse- 
quently, an  illegal  combination  and  a 
criminal  offence.      We  are  not  at  the 
moment  on  the  question   whether  you 
should  punish  that  combination  ;  we  are 
on  the  question  whether  you  ought  to 
demand  this  power  of  secret  inquiry  into 
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it— the  question  of  punishment  is  a  wider 
question,  and  will  come  up  hereafter. 
Now,  if  only  the  poor  men  on  an  estate 
combine,  they  will  not  get  what  they 
want,  because  the  landlord  knows  that 
they  have  no  money.  The  landlord 
knows  to  the  last  farthing  what  is  in  the 
till  of  the  tenant ;  he  knows  when  the 
postal  order  comes,  and  when  the  green- 
back oomes  from  America ;  he  has  infor- 
mation on  all  these  points;  he  knows 
the  men  who  cannot  pay  him,  and 
against  them  he  will  not  proceed,  be- 
cause their  combination,  as  far  as  he  is 
concerned,  is  perfectly  harmless.  But 
let  the  man  say,  ''  I  have  a  few  pounds  by 
me  that  is  not  made  out  of  the  land,"  and 
what  happens  ?  It  has  been  laid  down 
to-night  that  the  moment  a  man  who 
has  a  little  money  in  his  pocket  enters 
into  combination  this  clause  is  to  be 
applied.  Let  me  state  what  is  the  chief 
objection  on  our  part  to  the  use  of  this 
secret  inquiry.  It  is  not  that  we  think 
there  is  anything  discreditable  or  crimi- 
nal in  the  combination  of  the  tenants, 
and  it  is  not  that  there  is  anything  that 
we  need  fear,  or  be  ashamed  of  disclosing 
before  the  world  ;  but  where  tenants 
combine  to  keep  in  their  own  pockets,  or 
place  in  the  hands  of  a  trustee,  their 
money,  we  object  that  the  power  of  secret 
inquiry  shall  be  applied  for  the  purpose 
of  finding  out  where  it  is,  and  putting 
the  men  in  gaol  until  their  rent  is  paid. 
We  know  that  it  has  occurred  time  after 
time  that  a  tenant  who  has  claimed  a 
redactian  of  rent  has  been  told  by  the 
landlord  or  his  agent  that  if  he  did  not 
pay  he  would  be  put  into  gaol  within 
the  next  24  hours.  Do  we  not  know 
that  under  the  present  Tory  Government 
a  Oovemment  representing  the  class  in- 
t^Bsted  in  land  in  this  country  and  in 
Ireland,  and  a  Oovernment  which  thinks 
it  fit  and  right  to  give  honour  and  place, 
if  not  emolument,  to  some  of  the  Bepre- 
aentatiTea  of  the  worst  rack-renting  land- 
lorda  in  Ireland — have  we  not  reason  to 
bdieve  that  under  such  a  Oovernment 
this  measure  will  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  torturing  the  tenants  who  enter  into 
eombination?  Have  we  not  reason 
to  brieve  that  this  clause  will  be  used 
to  find  out  whether  there  is  combina- 
tion? The  practical  working  of  the 
Act  will  be  this — that  where  a  local 
landlord  finds  that  his  rent  is  not 
fertheoming  he  will  instantly  go  and 
battaa-hole   the  Besident   Magistrate, 


who  will  get  his  printed  form  of  au- 
thority from  Dublin  Castle  to  hold  his 
secret  inquiry,  and,  to  break  the  ring, 
summon  the  tenants  before  him,  who, 
because  they  make  it  a  point  of  honour 
not  to  divulge  what  they  know  about  a 
perfectly  legal  combination,  will  be  sent 
to  gaol  as  an  example  to  terrify  others 
who  resist  the  payment  of  rent.  As  I  do 
not  want  to  detain  the  Committee  at  an 
inconvenient  hour,  I  will  not  go  farther 
into  this  matter  than  to  say  that  any 
Government  pretending  to  have  before 
it  the  idea  of  maintaining  law  and  order 
does  a  wrong  thing  when  they  beg^n  to 
mix  up  political  offences  with  crime.  If 
there  is  one  thing  which  you  have  failed 
to  learn  in  Ireland,  it  is  that  your  poli- 
tical opponent,  who  honestly  speaks  out 
his  mind,  is  a  person  of  very  different 
class  from  those  who  commit  crime.  If 
the  Government  recdly  intended  to  use 
this  clause  for  the  discovery  of  crime  that 
has  been  committed ;  if  they  intended 
to  use  it  with  a  view  to  elucidate  and 
investigate  the  grave  crime  which  has 
stained  the  country,  we  should  have  no 
moral  ground  to  stand  upon  in  opposing 
them,  however  un-Constitutional  might 
have  been  their  manner  of  proceeding ; 
but  now  we  have  this  ground — that,  in 
the  first  place,  they  are  un-Gonstitutional, 
and  that,  in  the  second  place,  they  are 
confounding  together  the  criminal  and 
the  political  opponent.  You  are  going 
to  place,  side  by  side,  the  man  who  has, 
perhaps,  committed  a  crime  of  a  disgrace- 
ful cnaracter — who  is  possibly  spotted 
with  blood — and  one  of  those  whom  the 
people  of  Ireland  have  learned  to  respect 
as  tneir  champions.  It  is  for  this  rea- 
son that  we  ask  you  to  accept  the 
Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present ;  Committee  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
I  understand  the  object  of  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby  (Sir  William  Har- 
court)  is  to  provide  that  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  law  in  Ireland  under  this 
Act  shall  be  identical  with  ^^interpit^ 
tation  attached  to  analogoiJ|^^^^ivB 
this  country.  Now,  Sir,  seq^^^'^'"'''^ 
is  an  exceptional  ^  '^ 
to  be  reasonable 
usual    and    inco^ 
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should  be  placed  upon  any  portion  of  it. 
I  believe  that  part  of  it  is  most  liable  to 
abuse  at  the  hands  of  the  Besident 
Magistrates,  who  are  all  persons,  almost 
without  exception,  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree unfitted  to  express  anything  like  a 
sound  opinion  of  a  Statute.  The  prin- 
cipal danger  will  be  that  these  gentle- 
men, acting  on  their  own  responsibility 
and  power,  and,  it  may  be,  on  their  own 
initiative,  will  place  an  interpretation 
on  this  portion  of  it,  such  as  used  to  be 
placed  on  the  Trades  Unions  Act  at  first 
even  by  the  Judges  of  England — whose 
interpretation  was  so  wrong  in  itself  that 
a  subsequent  Act  had  to  be  passed  by  this 
House  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  its 
meaning.  I  say  that  when  persons  in  the 
positions  of  Judges  in  this  country,  who 
have  no  object  whatever  to  serve,  who 
have  no  object  even  to  consider,  save  a 
just  and  fair  administration  of  the  law — 
when  these  gentlemen  of  the  highest  legal 
eminence  and  of  the  greatest  ability 
have  involuntarily  fallen  into  error  in 
the  interpretation  of  such  an  Act,  and 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  necessitate  the 
passage  through  this  House  of  another 
Act  to  explain  the  previous  one,  it  is 
only  reasonable  to  infer  that  Stipen- 
diary Magistrates  in  Ireland,  who  know 
nothing  about  law,  and  who  are  entirely 
unable  to  pass  anything  like  an  authori- 
tative opinion  as  to  the  meaning  of  an 
intricate  or  vague  section  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament — it  is  only  fair  that  these 
gentlemen  should  be  aided  by  the  Legis- 
lature to  this  degree,  that  the  Legisla- 
ture, as  far  as  it  possibly  can,  in  the 
drafting  of  the  Bill  now  goiDg  through 
the  House,  should  be  so  explicit  that 
even  the  mind  of  an  Irish  Stipendiary 
Magistrate  will  not  be  able  to  place  a 
false  interpretation  on  its  meaning.  We 
heard  to-night  from  the  hon,  and  learned 
Attorney  General  for  England  (Sir 
Bichard  Webster)  a  disquisition  as  to 
the  relative  meaning  of  the  terms  ' 'con- 
spiracy "  and  "  criminal  conspiracy." 
I  do  not  know  that  it  would  be  possible 
to  differentiate  closely  between  the  terms 
conspiracy  and  criminal  conspiracy,  be- 
cause really  the  conspiracy  which  is  prin- 
cipally known  to  the  law  of  this  country 
is  criminal  conspiracy,  because  if  the 
conspiracy  is  not  a  criminal  conspiracy 
— except  in  a  few  instances —it  does 
not  come  before  the  notice  of  the  Courts; 
and  this  is  a  Bill  dealing  exclusively 
with  the  Criminal  Law.    In  conspiracy 

Jfr,  Ifn  J.  Kenny 


under  the  Civil  Law,  there  is,  of  course,  an 
extremely  wide  interpretation  placed  on 
the  term ;  and  the  English  law,  so  far 
as  I  understand  it,  affords  no  special 
encouragement  or  facilities  to  persons 
who  pursue  criminal   conspiracy,  who 
are  only  guilty  of  what  we  may  term  an 
ordinary  conspiracy,  which  is  not,  by 
itself,  either  by  its  aims   or    objects, 
anything  in  the  nature  of  a  criminal 
conspiracy.     But,  Sir,  the  very  discus- 
sion as  to  the  relative  value  of  the  two 
terms,  "conspiracy"  and* 'criminal  con- 
spiracy," is  reduced  to  a  minimum  of  im- 
portance by  the  fact  that  the  policy  of 
the  Government  avowedly  is  to  treat  all 
conspiracies    in   Ireland   in  the  same 
manner,   and  to   make  ordinary   con- 
spiracies, which,  by   the  law  of  Eng- 
land,   are  not  criminal   offences,    and 
by  offences    crimes — because    that    is 
the   gradation  which  the  Government 
have  adopted,  thereby  including  all  con- 
spiracies,  no    matter  what  their  cha- 
racter, as  criminal  conspiracies  with  the 
passing  of  this  Act.    I  consider  that 
course  is  a  most  mischievous  and  most 
j  deplorable  course.    It  is  a  course  which 
I  would  not  be  tolerated  for  a  single  in- 
'  stant  in  this  country.    There  is  not  a 
Judge  on  the  English  Bench  that  would 
for  a  moment  tolerate  the  idea  of  treat- 
ing in   the  same  way  ordinary    con- 
spiracy— which   may    only  amount  to 
competition  in  the  way  of  trade — and 
conspiracy  for  a  decidedly  criminal  ob- 
ject.   I  was  looking  only  to-day  at  a 
case  tried  in  the  London  Courts  not 
many  years  ago,  where  it  was  decided 
that    if   the    plaintiffs    had    sustained 
damage  an  injunction  might  be  given 
restraining  the  defendants  from  the  ob- 
jectionable course ;    but  the  onus    of 
proof  would  be  thrown  on  the  plaintiffs 
before  an  English  Judge  would  issue  an 
injunction  to  restrain  the   defendants 
from  doing  the  thing  complained    of. 
We  know  that  the  principal  object  of 
this  clause  in  its  application  to  the  state 
of  affairs  that  may  exist  in  Ireland  will 
be  in  regard  to  combination  on  the  part 
of  tenants  to  induce,  or  persuade,    or 
compel — if  you  like — the  landlords  to 
make  reasonable  abatements  in   their 
rents.    Now,  the  hon.  and  learned  At- 
torney General  to-day  differentiated  be- 
tween the  two   terms  ** induce"    and 
"  compel."    He  did  not  make  tho  dis- 
tinction clear ;  but  when  he  referred  to 
the  compulsion  of  the  landlord  to   ac- 
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cede  to  the  demands  of  the  tenant,  he 
said  that  any  attempt  to  keep  money  be- 
longing to  the  landlord  ont  of  his  pooket 
would  be  a  conspiracy  within  the  mean- 
ing of  this  clause,  and  might  be  pro- 
ceeded against  accordingly.  Now^  it  is 
extremely  risky  to  leave  to  the  magis- 
trates in  Ireland  the  interpretation  of 
the  terms  'inducement"  and  ''com- 
pulsion," because  we  believe — in  fact, 
we  know — in  the  case  of  Ireland  there 
has  been  no  endeavour  made  to  compel, 
by  unlawful  means,  landlords  to  yield 
fair  terms  to  their  tenants.  This  has  never 
been  the  practice  in  connection  with 
the  Plan  of  Campaign,  against  which 
this  Bill  is  directed.  It  does  not  adopt 
a  method  of  compulsion  at  all,  but  a 
method  of  reasonable  inducement  and 
persuasion,  because  it  only  keeps  the 
money  out  of  the  landlord's  pocket  so 
long  as  he  remains  recalcitrant,  and  the 
moment  he  comes  to  a  more  reason- 
able frame  of  mind — as  did  Lord  Dillon 
in  the  County  Mayo — the  money  imme- 
diately passes  into  his  possession.  Lord 
Dillon  could  not  complain  of  the  Plan 
of  Campaign,  or  of  the  manner  in  which 
his  rents  were  collected.  We  have  a 
declaration  of  the  law  in  Ireland  which 
is  not  a  declaration  that  you  can  find  in 
England.  You  can  find  no  such  declara- 
tion of  the  law  in  England ;  but  you  can 
find  a  declaration  of  the  law  in  Ireland 
which  will  be  brought  to  their  assist- 
ance, which  will  be  printed  in  Dublin 
Castle,  and  circulated  among  them  for 
their  guidance,  and  that  is  the  Charge 
of  Judge  Fitzgerald  in  the  case  of  "  The 
Queen  v,  Pamell."  The  words  of  Judge 
Fitzgerald  cannot  be  too  often  quoted. 
He  said — '*  Gentlemen,  I  declare  to  you 
that  it  is  a  criminal  act  to  agree ; "  and 
then  he  g^es  on  to  give  his  definitions  of 
criminal  conspiracy,  the  third  of  which 
goes  to  show  that  an  act  which  may  be 
proper  for  a  single  individual  to  do  be- 
comes a  crime  when  done  by  two  or 
three ;  and  that  judgment  applying  to 
persons  who  were  at  the  time  agitating 
to  bring  about  reductions  of  rent  in 
Ireland  will,  of  necessity,  be  cited  by 
every  Irish  magistrate  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  the  clause  ought  to 
apply  in  the  case  of  ordinary  conspiracy, 
and  that  the  public  examination  ought 
to  take  place.  Now,  Sir,  it  has  been 
contended  that  there  is  no  analogy  be- 
tween the  cases  of  trades  unionists  and 
the  ease  of  tenants  in  Ireland;    Well, 


the  case  of  tenants  in  Ireland  may  not 
afford  a  perfect  analogy.  It  is  difficult 
to  find  a  perfect  analogy  between  those 
who  earn  wages  for  themselves  and 
those  who  earn  an  income  for  others, 
and  receive  no  direct  wages  in  return  by 
that  process.  But  I  would  suggest  to 
the  Committee  that  they  may  find  some* 
thing  of  an  analogy  in  the  case  of  the 
employment  of  waiters  in  this  country. 
I  understand  that  it  is,  in  some  instances, 
the  custom  for  waiters  to  pay  for  being 
allowed  to  serve  in  hotels  and  restau- 
rants. We  will  assume  that  this  is  the 
system  in  Dublin.  Let  us  suppose  that 
the  waiters  in  one  of  the  principal  hotels, 
where  they  had  to  pay  £1  a- week,  put 
their  heads  together— or  conspired — to 
reduce  this  amount  to  10«.  a- week.  A 
Eesident  Magistrate,  under  this  clause, 
would  have  a  perfect  right  to  hold  a 
private  inquiry,  and  examine  these  men 
successively  as  to  the  nature  of  their 
acts,  their  conversations,  and  their  ar- 
rangementsv  and  on  their  refusing  to 
answer  he  might  commit  them  to  gaol 
from  week  to  week,  practically  for  an 
indefinite  period.  That,  I  think,  will 
form  a  perfect  analogy.  But  assume 
that  anything  of  that  kind  was  tried 
here  in  London,  or  in  any  part  of  Eng- 
land, what  would  be  the  opinion  of  the 
public  with  regard  to  it  ?  Yet  it  is  just 
as  unjust  to  apply  that  system  to  the 
tenants  of  Ireland  as  it  would  be  to  the 
waiters  in  a  London  hotel.  If  the  Go- 
vernment had  any  intention  of  observing 
the  difference  between  conspiracy  and 
criminal  conspiracy  —  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  insisted 
on  so  strongly — they  would  not  have 
the  slightest  objection  to  accepting  the 
Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Derby;  and  we 
must  only  expect  this — that  the  Bill 
now  before  the  House,  instead  of  being 
aimed  at  the  suppression  of  crime  in 
Ireland,  will  be  used,  as  Sir  George 
Trevelyan  has  pointed  out  over  and  over 
again  since  the  Bill  came  before  the 
House  in  his  speeches  throughout  the 
country,  at  political  combination.  It  is 
aimed  at  the  political  opponents  of  the 
Government,  and  it  is  against  men  of 
that  class,  and  not  against  criminals, 
that  the  Bill  will  be  principally  put  into 
operation.  Well,  Sir,  that  being  the 
case,  as  I  am  fully  persuaded,  I  have 
only  to  say  this — that  any  man  sum- 
moned before  any  of  these  inquiries  in 
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Ireland,  ought,  as  an  honest  Irishman, 
to  refuse  to  attend.  If,  then^  viewing  the 
practice  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
which  amounts  to  the  gpx)sse6t  terrorism, 
which  is  invented  to  •  intimidate  the 
people  under  the  guise  of  promoting  the 
preservation  of  the  law — if  men  see  that 
system  adopted  by  the  Government,  it 
is,  I  say,  their  bounden  duty  not  to  give 
countenance  or  toleration  to  the  system, 
whatever  the  consequences  may  be  to 
themselves.  They  should  refuse  to  at- 
tend and  refuse  to  recognize  the  Court. 
They  should  reject  it,  as  others  have  re- 
jected illegal  Courts  before.  They 
should  repudiate  the  Court,  and  should 
seek  to  destroy  it,  as  Englishmen, 
generations  ago,  sought  to  destroy  the 
Star  Chamber ;  and  I  tell  the  Govern- 
ment that  if  ever  it  should  come  to  my 
lot  to  be  summoned  before  one  of  these 
Secret  Courts  to  give  evidence  against 
anything  that  has  happened  or  is  hap- 
pening I  should  distinctly  refuse  to 
attend  such  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr) : 
Whatever  doubts  there  may  have  been 
in  the  minds  of  hon.  Gentlemen  as  to  the 
real  objects  of  this  Bill,  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  must 
have  set  them  at  rest.  I  listened  with  all 
the  attention  I  could  to  the  observations 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  this 
evening,  for  I  was  anxious  to  ascertain 
from  him,  speaking  as  he  was  on  behalf 
of  the  Government,  what  were  the 
avowed  intentions  of  the  Government  on 
this  subject ;  and,  therefore,  I  listened, 
and,  as  far  as  my  abilities  would  allow 
me,  endeavoured  to  understand  the  ex- 
planation which  he  gave.  But,  Sir,  as 
I  listened  to  his  speech  I  gradually  be- 
came aware  of  the  object  which  was  in 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  mind 
— namely,  that  he  was  anxious  to  evade 
the  questions  at  issue.  He  was  splitting 
hairs  from  beginning  to  end.  His 
speech  reminded  me  forcibly  of  the 
pains  which  yoimg  counsel  recently 
called  to  the  Bar  take  to  prepare  a  state- 
ment when  called  upon  to  give  an  opinion. 
They  strive  to  offer  an  opinion  which, 
whatever  shall  be  the  result  of  the  case, 
will  show  that  they  were  equally  pro- 
tected in  giving  that  opinion.  In  reply 
to  the  straightforward  question  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  and 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Derby  (Sir  William  Harcourt) 
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he  made  statements  which  were  vague 
to  the  last  degree.  Even  he  himself 
will  admit  with  me  that  I  am  correct  in 
supposing  that  if  a  verbatim  report  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  speech 
is  made  to-night  it  will  not  find  its  way 
into  Jlansard  without  very  considerable 
correction.  The  questions  which  were  put 
to  him  were  plain  and  simple.  There  are 
combinations  existing  in  Ireland  at  the 
present  moment — combinations  of  dif- 
ferent characters  and  for  very  different 
objects,  but  all  in  the  same  direction  in 
one  sense.  Now,  we  have  a  combination 
of  landlords  in  Ireland — a  combination 
for  self-defence.  We  have  this  combi- 
nation, the  aim  and  object  of  which,  from 
beginning  to  end,  is  to  bring  whatever 
influence  they  can  exercise  on  the  coun- 
try, with  the  assistance  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  without  it,  to  enforce  the  pay- 
ment of  rents  which  the  tenants,  looking 
to  their  own  interests,  regard  as  exces- 
sive. Now,  the  combination  exists  at 
the  present  time ;  but  during  the  whole 
course  of  this  debate — I  do  not  mean 
this  evening  only,  but  the  whole  course 
of  the  discussion  on  this  Bill — while  they 
have  over  and  over  again  denounced  the 
combinations  of  tenants,  they  have  never 
in  any  single  instance  attempted  to  cast 
any  suspicion  upon  the  combinationB  of 
landlords  in  Ireland.  Now,  the  object 
of  the  combination  of  landlords  in  Ire- 
land is,  as  I  have  said,  identical  with 
that  of  the  combination  of  tenants. 
There  is,  unfortunately,  a  depreciation 
in  the  value  of  land  in  Ireland.  The 
landlords,  on  the  one  hand,  have  in- 
herited not  only  their  estates,  but  all  the 
circumstances  that  surround  the  holding 
of  property  in  Ireland  at  the  present 
time.  In  the  same  way,  the  tenants 
have  inherited  the  tenancies,  and  the 
aim  and  object  of  all  these  associations 
and  combinations  is  to  see  how  much 
money  can  bo  got  on  the  one  hand,  or 
saved  on  the  othor.  So  far  as  I  can  see, 
looking  at  the  matter  fairly  and  calmly, 
there  is  no  difference  between  the  com- 
binations on  the  part  of  the  landlords 
and  the  combinations  on  the  part  of  the 
tenants,  which  exist  at  the  present  time. 
Both  are  trying  to  get  that  unfortunate 
difference — the  rent — a  difference  which 
is  equally  necessary  both  to  the  one  and 
to  the  other.  In  the  observations  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  to- 
night there  is  one  remark  which  struck 
me  very  forcibly.  He  spoke  vehemently, 
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and  made  all  the  appearance  of  giving 
the  fullest  possible  information  upon  the 
subject.  8o  far  as  I  understood  nim,  he 
gave  no  interpretation  at  all  of  the  ob- 
jects of  this  Bill  or  the  real  intentions 
of  the  Government.  Towards  the  close 
of  his  remarks  he  stated  that  the  Govern- 
ment never  did  intend  to  coerce  or  inter- 
fere with — that  is,  so  far  as  I  understood 
him — the  combinations  of  tenants  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  about  reductions 
of  rent  in  cases  where  tenants  are  un- 
able to  pay  it.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  vehemently  said — 
[CVf#f  of  *»  No,  no ! "]  Am  I  wrong  in 
the  interpretation  I  put  on  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General's  speech? 
[Sir  EiOHABD  Wbbstkr  :  Yes,  certainly.] 
Of  course,  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman says  that,  I  am  bound  to  accept 
his  statement,  and  I  do  accept  it.  But 
I  did  not  understand  him  in  the  least 
degree  to  say  that  when  he  spoke.  But 
when  you  put  in  your  proviso  as  to 
giving  up  the  holding  you  alter  the 
whole  question.  You  make  a  difference 
that  is  impossible,  because  the  giving 
up  of  the  holding  means  the  giving  up, 
on  the  part  of  the  tenant,  of  an  absolute 
interest.  Therefore,  this  was  one  of  the 
provisos  attached  to  the  explanation  of 
'the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
with  which  I  am  endeavouring  to  find 
fault.  If  you  say  to  tenants  having  a 
large  interest,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  in 
the  land,  when  they  have  combined  not 
to  pay  the  full  rent  demanded  by  the 
landlord,  but  who  are  willing,  on  the 
other  hand,  to  give  up  the  land  to  the 
landlord,  that  it  is  not  conspiracy — 
why,  it  is  not  worth  the  while  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  Gene- 
ral to  get  up  and  make  such  a 
statement  in  this  House.  If  that  is 
the  explanation  he  wishes  to  give  to  the 
Committee,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  ex- 
planation is  futile  in  the  last  degree. 
hut  I  will  take  it  in  the  sense  in 
which  I  understood  it,  for  the  purpose 
of  argument.  I  maintain  there  is  no  law 
against  the  combination  of  tenants  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  reduction 
of  rent  nt>m  the  landlord^that  I  main- 
tain, notwithstanding  anything  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  may  have 
said  on  the  subject— though,  no  doubt, 
it  may  be  presumptuous  in  me  to  do  so. 
The  landlord  has  always  his  claim  at  law 
against  his  tenants.  But  the  tenants, 
we  say,  are  rack-rented  and  unjustly 


rented,  and  to  say  that  they  have  no  right 
to  combine  in  order  to  secure  a  fair  re- 
duction of  rent,  and  to  say  that  such  a 
combination  is  a  conspiracy — to  adopt 
the  new  language  of  the  Government  on 
this  matter — is  a  doctrine  that  I,  for  one, 
cannot  for  a  moment  accept ;  for  if  you 
start  by  saying  that  such  an  act  on  the 
part  of  a  number  of  tenants  would  in- 
volve them  in  the  penalties  of  your 
criminal  conspiracies,  you  are  bound,  on 
the  other  hand,  to  apply  the  same  law  to 
the  landlords.  The  landlord  has  his 
interest,  and  the  tenant  has  also  his  share 
of  interest  in  the  law ;  and,  therefore,  if 
it  is  wrong  on  the  part  of  the  tenant  to 
combine  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a 
reduction  of  rent,  is  it  not  equally  wrong, 
on  the  part  of  the  landlord,  to  continue  to 
force  from  the  tenants  the  payment  of 
rent  which  the  land  has  never  yielded  ? 
But  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  went  on  to  say  that  there  was  a 
great  difference  between  a  number  of 
tenants  capable  of  paying  their  rents, 
combining  to  refuse  to  pay  them,  and  a 
combination  on  the  part  of  tenants  who 
had  no  money  to  pay.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  does  not  deny  the 
correctness  of  the  report  I  give  of  his 
two  points.  But  what  earthly  difference 
can  it  make  in  the  case  of  a  number  of 
tenants  declining  to  pay  their  rent  if 
some  of  these  have  money  and  some  have 
not  ?  If  you  said  that  the  money  had 
been  earned  out  of  the  land  I  could 
understand  your  contention ;  but  it  often 
happens  in  Ireland  that  the  money  with 
which  the  tenant  has  to  pav  a  rack-rent 
is  not  money  which  has  been  gained 
from  the  land,  but  is  money  which  has 
been  obtained  from  other  sources,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  if  you  draw  a  dis- 
tinction between  the  two  classes,  it  is 
not  a  fair  distinction  in  any  sense,  be- 
cause in  most  cases  the  money  which 
tenants  may  have  in  their  pockets  is 
money  that  never  came  out  of  the  land, 
but  which  came  from  America.  ISince 
1848  the  sum  of  £50,000,000  has  been 
sent  by  Irish  people  in  America  to  their 
unfortunate  relatives  in  Ireland,  and 
the  greater  portion  of  that  £50,000,000 
has  gone  into  the  pockets  of  the 
landlords  in  rack-rents;  so  that  the 
doctrine  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman lays  down  in  making  a  difference 
between  combinations  of  tenants  who 
may  have  money  in  their  pockets  where- 
with to  pay  their  rents  and  combinationb 
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of  those  who  have  no  money  amounts  to 
this — that  if  the  law  is  unable  to  produce 
such  a  result  as  will  enable  the  tenant  to 
pay  the  landlord's  claim  in  full,  what- 
ever his  case  might  be  in  the  eye  of  the 
law  if  he  had  no  money,  it  is  altered  by 
the  fact  that  money  has  been  sent  him 
by  his  relatives  in  America.  So  far  as 
the  explanation  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  went  to-night,  it  really 
amounted  to  nothing ;  and  if,  as  I  have 
said,  his  speech  were  taken  down  ver- 
batim, and  were  printed,  there  are  no 
two  Judges  or  magistrates  who  would 
agree  upon  any  single  decision,  if  based 
upon  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman.  This  is  a  Bill  which  has 
not  been  introduced  for  the  purpose  of 
suppressing  crime.  It  has  been  practi- 
cally admitted  by  the  Government  that 
there  is  no  crime  in  Ireland.  This  Bill 
is  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  uphold- 
ing one  section  of  the  people  against 
another.  It  is  a  Bill  introduced — as  is 
shown  by  the  refusal  of  this  Amendment 
— for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the 
rack-rents  of  the  landlords  in  Ireland, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  landlords 
the  power  of  enforcing  the  law  in  order 
to  drag  out  of  these  unfortunate  people 
not  only  the  money  that  the  land  may 
have  earned,  but  the  money  they  may 
have  obtained  from  other  sources.  The 
discussion  to-night  also  shows  what  is 
nothing  new  to  me — for  it  was  my 
opinion  from  the  very  first — that  the 
second  object  of  this  Bill,  now  scarcely 
denied,  but  almost  openly  avowed,  is  to 
put  down  political  opponents  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  Ireland.  As  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  has  said,  it  scarcely 
seems  worth  while  to  argue  at  all.  We 
shall  all  say  that — not  merely  those  who 
represent  Irish  constituencies  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  but  you  who  repre- 
sent English  constituencies — when  you 
pass  this  Bill,  however  you  may  torture 
the  law  to  give  it  an  outward  appear- 
ance, your  difficulties  will  not  be  at  an 
end.  Your  real  difficulties  will  begin  the 
moment  this  Bill  becomes  law.  You 
will  go  to  Ireland  and  endeavour  to  put 
into  operation  the  iniquitous  clauses  of 
this  measure ;  but  I  feel  perfectly  con- 
vinced that  you  will  fail. 

Mb.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.):  If  any 
doubt  remained  in  the  mind  of  any  hon. 
Gentleman  in  our  portion  of  the  House 
as  to  the  real  intentions  of  this  Act,  it 
would   be    removed  by  the  reception 
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which  the  Government  have  given  to 
the  Amendment  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee. Why,  the  Members  of  Her 
Majesty's  Gt)vemmenthave  over  and  over 
again  sought  to  assure  the  Committee 
that  there  is  no  intention  under  this 
Act,  or  under  any  portion  of  it,  to 
attack  political  parties,  or  crush  political 
assemblies  which  meet  for  lawful  pur- 
poses. Now,  Sir,  that  being  so,  I  can- 
not see,  reading  this  Amendment,  what 
Eossible  objection  the  Government  can 
ave  to  its  acceptance.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour),  to  my  mind, 
devoted  the  larger  portion  of  his  speech 
to  the  manner  in  which  this  Amendment 
was  drafted;  but  he  did  not  once  at- 
tempt to  grapple  with  the  very  great 
principle  that  is  involved  in  it.  He 
passed  some  very  pleasant  criticism  on 
the  manner  in  wnich  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  (Sir 
William  Harcourt)  drafted  this  Amend- 
ment. He  referred  to  '^  the  looseness  " 
of  it,  and  to  the  fact  that,  if  adopted 
and  embodied  in  the  clause,  it  would 
utterly  nullify  various  other  portions 
of  the  section  which  have  already  been 
passed  through  Committee.  But  even 
if  this  were  so — if  we  could  allow  for 
a  moment  that  this  is  the  case — it  would 
still  be  quite  within  the  province  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  accept  the 
spirit  of  the  Amendment  ~ to  accept 
its  scope,  and  and  move  the  Com- 
mittee to  alter  certain  words  in  it.  But  it 
is  quite  evident,  from  the  attitude  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  others  who 
have  spoken  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment, that  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  to  strike  at  political  opponents 
and  crush  political  associations,  so  as  to 
render  impossible  the  lawful  combination 
of  tenants,  or  other  bodies  of  people  in 
Ireland  seeking  to  do  that  which  is  at 
present  lawful  and  just.  I  do  not  see 
how  the  powerful  arguments  brought 
forward  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
junior  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Bradlaugh)  can  be  met  by  hon.  Gentle- 
men on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House. 
He  has  proved  to  demonstration  to- 
night that  in  the  eyes  of  the  law 
there  has  never  been  a  distinction  be- 
tween combinations  of  two  or  more  per- 
sons for  unlawful  purposes  and  oom- 
binations  for  a  lawful  purpose;  and, 
therefore,  the  Conspiracy  Clauses  of  this 
Bill  contain  provisions  of  the  greatest 
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poadble  danger  to  the  people  of  Ireland. 
At  far  as  I  understand  the  language  of 
the  hoQ.  and  learned  Oentleman  the 
Attomer  Oeneral  for  England  and  of 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  the  Ohief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  they  both  main- 
tained this  evening  that  there  is  no  de- 
sire whatever  on  the  part  of  the  Govem- 
ment  to  suppress  any  combination  of  the 
tenantry  of  Ireland  seeking  tor  a  reduction 
of  rack-rents.  But,  Sir,  when  this  law 
comes  to  be  interpreted,  the  Besident 
Magistrates  who  will  get  the  parties 
brought  before  them  are  the  Besident 
Magistrates  who  will  hold  the  private 
inquiries.  They  will  not  turn  up  the 
pages  of  Hansard  to  see  what  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  have  said — if,  indeed,  they 
should  take  any  cognizance  whatever 
of  anything  which  has  been  uttered  in 
this  Committee.  What  they  will  look  to 
are  the  words  of  the  Statute  which  they 
will  have  before  them.  I  would  ask  the 
attention  of  hon.  Members  to  this  fact 
— that  all  the  knowledge  and  experience 
we  have  of  magistrates  and  officials  in 
Ireland  emboldens  us  to  say  that  they 
will  give  the  widest  possible  interpreta- 
tion to  this  Act  in  their  own  interest ; 
that  they  will  make  the  net  as  wide  as 
possible  so  as  to  bring  in  every  possible 
case  or  offence ;  and  that  they  wul  make 
its  meshes  so  small  that  not  the  most 
innocent  man  will  be  able  to  escape. 
We  know  the  spirit  which  actuates  the 
men  who  will  have  the  administration  of 
this  Act,  and  I  join  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  Mid  Tyrone  (Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny)  in 
saying  that  if  this  1st  clause  passes  un- 
amended, if  the  Government  do  not 
accept  such  an  Amendment  as  this 
brought  forward  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Derby,  the  duty 
will  be  cast  on  every  Irishman  of  spirit, 
upon  every  man  of  honour  in  the 
country,  to  treat  this  clause  of  the  Bill 
with  utter  contempt— in  his  own  person 
if  it  should  become  necessary,  and  in  the 
persons  of  those  over  whom  his  advice 
has  any  influence.  The  Irish  people  must 
treat  with  contempt,  and  refuse  to  appear 
before,  a  Oourt  of  Inquiry  instituted  in 
such  a  manner,  and  empowered  to  deal 
in  such  an  infamous  way  with  the  lives 
and  liberties  of  the  Irish  people. 

Mb.  H.  J.  GUiL  (Limerick)  :  We,  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  have  made  various 
appeals  to  the  Government  to  agree  to 
this  Amendment  K  they  will  not  agree 
to  the  whole  of  the  Amendment,  let 


them,  at  least,  indicate  their  willingness 
to  agree  to  a  portion  of  it.  Let  us,  at 
any  rate,  distinctly  know  what  the  clause 
deals  with.  The  onlv  concession  which 
has  been  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Ohief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
and  which  has  also  been  announced  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  was  that  im- 
prisonment under  this  clause  might  be 
subject  to  appeal.  Well,  we  all  know  of 
the  "  law's  delays,"  and  if  an  innocent 
man,  on  account  of  not  answering  cer- 
tain really  illegal  questions,  is  sentenced 
to  a  month's  imprisonment  with  hard 
labour  and  a  plank  bed,  what  consola- 
tion will  it  be  to  him  if  at  the  end  of 
the  month,  after  he  has  gone  through 
his  punishment,  it  is  decided  that  he  is 
really  not  guilty  of  what  he  has  been 
imprisoned  for?  I  think  we  ought  to 
ask  the  Government  to  adopt  some 
alteration  whereby  it  will  be  immedi- 
ately heard,  so  that  a  prisoner  will  not 
be  obliged  to  put  in  his  imprisonment 
before  bis  case  can  be  decided.  We  all 
know,  as  I  have  said,  of  the  law's  delay, 
and  with  the  law  of  Ireland  adminis- 
tered, as  at  present,  altogether  in  favour 
of  the  landlords  and  agamst  the  tenants, 
we  can  very  well  form  an  idea  as  to  what 
will  happen.  It  has  been  said  that  there 
is  no  analogy  at  all  between  Trades 
Unions  in  this  country  and  combinations 
of  tenant  farmers  in  Ireland.  An  hon. 
Member  said  that  when  labourers  or 
workmen  in  England  struck  they  only 
withheld  their  own,  whereas  when  the 
tenant  farmers  of  Ireland  struck  they 
retained  the  land  belonging  to  the  land- 
lord ;  but  this  I  believe  to  be  a  vague 
and  fallacious  point  of  view.  In  a 
great  number  of  handicrafts  in  England, 
we  all  know  that  the  men  supply  and  own 
their  own  tools,  and  when  they  strike  in 
a  factory  or  workshop  they  take  their 
tools  with  them.  Well,  what  are  the 
tools  of  the  tenant  farmers  of  Ireland  ? 
They  are  the  bams  in  which  they  keep 
their  g^aiu,  the  stables  and  stalls  in 
which  they  keep  their  cattle,  and  the 
places  in  which  they  keep  their  hay  and 
straw.  These  are  their  tools,  and  they 
are  their  own  just  as  much  as  the  tools 
of  the  artisans  in  this  country  are  their 
own  individual  property.  The  artisans 
of  this  country  can  take  away  their  tools 
when  they  strike ;  but,  unfortunately  for 
the  poor  tenants  in  Ireland,  their  tools 
are  fixtures,  and  they  cannot  take  them 
away,  although,  as  I  have  said,  they  are 
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as  much  theirs  as  the  tools  of  the  arifzan 
are  his  property,  and  they  have  just  as 
much  right  to  retain  them — I  do  not  say 
legally,  according  to  the  English  law, 
but  morally — they  have  just  as  much 
right  to  retain  their  tools  as  have  the 
artizans  to  keep  possession  of  theirs. 
I  would  give  an  instance  in  point  from 
the  Woodford  evictions.  The  first  three 
or  four  tenants  against  whom  writs  of 
eviction  were  issued  owed  the  landlord 
something  like  £150 ;  but  it  turned  out 
that  they  had  property  in  the  shape  of 
farm  buildings  and  other  fixtures,  which 
had  been  erected  by  themselves  or  their 
predecessors,  and  these  were  calculated 
to  be  of  the  value  of  about  £600.  Still, 
the  landlord  could  evict  them  to  get  the 
£150  which  he  claimed  as  due  to  him, 
and  on  this  plea  he  could  actually  rob 
these  poor  people  of  £600  worth  of 
property  that  belonged  to  them.  I 
think  here  is  an  exact  parallel  between 
the  two  cases — ^the  case  of  the  tradesmen 
in  England,  and  the  case  of  the  tenant 
farmers  in  Ireland.  In  both  cases  the 
men  only  tried  to  raise  their  wages.  The 
workmen  tried  to  raise  their  wages 
directly  by  getting  higher  pay ;  on  the 
other  hand,  the  farmer,  ekeing  out  a 
miserable  livelihood,  and  making  30  or 
40  or  50  per  cent  out  of  his  farm,  tried 
to  raise  his  wages  indirectly  by  getting 
his  rent  reduced,  and  obtaining  more  to 
live  on  than  he  had  hitherto  possessed. 
We  want  this  clause  to  be  explicit — a  re- 
sult to  be  attained  by  the  acceptance  of 
this  Amendment — so  Uiatit  will  beknown 
exactly  what  is  to  be  dealt  with.  We 
know  the  great  latitude  that  is  taken  even 
by  Judges  in  deciding  upon  legal  points, 
and  if  even  Judges  experience  this  great 
difficult,  what  must  be  the  danger  of  a 
strained  or  wrong  interpretation  in  the 
case  of  magistrates  who,  in  a  great  number 
of  cases,  have  no  legal  knowledge  or  train- 
ing whatever?  A  case  in  point,  illus- 
trating very  forcibly  what  I  am  saying, 
occurred  with  regard  to  the  Land  Act  of 
1861,  when  the  late  Lord  Chancellor 
Law,  who  actually  saw  that  Bill  through 
this  House,  and  who  was  perfecUy 
intimate  with  all  the  intentions  of  the 
Oovemment  in  passing  it,  sat  on  the 
Bench  with  two  other  Judges  when 
a  case  under  it  came  on  for  trial.  It 
was  the  celebrated  case  coming  under 
what  was  known  as  *'  the  Healy  Clause." 
The  contention  was  that  the  tenants 
were  not  entitled  to  have  their  rents 
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raised  on  account  of  their  own  improve- 
ments or  the  improvements  of  their 
predecessors.  I  say  that,  although 
liord  Chancellor  Law  was  on  the 
Bench,  the  other  two  Judges  actually 
decided  against  what  they  knew  to  be 
the  exact  object  of  the  Bill;  and  by 
doing  that  they  inflicted  g^at  hard- 
ship on  a  great  number  of  tenants  in 
Ireland.  There,  I  say,  is  a  case  in 
point— one  of  them,  a  Lord  Chancellor, 
could  not  agree  upon  the  point  of  law. 
How,  then,  can  it  be  expected  that  on 
all  these  points  with  regard  to  conspi- 
racies ana  public  meetings  which  are 
touched  upon  by  this  clause  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrates  can  oome  to  a  reliable 
opinion,  unless  everything  is  laid  down 
in  a  clear,  and  distinct,  and  emphatic 
manner  ?  Consequently,  I  think  we  are 
within  our  right  in  endeavouring  to  in- 
duce Her  Majesty's  Government  to  ex- 
press their  object  definitely,  and  to  lay 
down  the  law  as  they  wish  it  carried 
out,  so  that  the  Act  may  not  become  an 
instrument  of  tjrranny  against  the  Irish 
people.  At  least  let  them  take  precau- 
tions to  see  that  this  tyrannous  measure 
shall  not  press  too  heavily  upon  the 
people.  I  thank  the  right  hon.  Oentle- 
man  the  Member  for  Derby  for  trying 
to  insist  on  the  Government's  accept- 
ance of  this  Amendment,  so  that  the 
section  may  not  press  with  undue  seve- 
rity on  the  people  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR  (Tipperary,  8.)  : 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  this  even- 
ing about  Boycotting  and  conspiracy. 
Well,  I  think  we  have  had  some  con- 
spiracy here  this  evening — I  will  not 
call  it  a  criminal  conspiracy.  At  any 
rate,  there  would  seem  to  be  an  agree- 
ment on  the  other  side  of  the  House  to 
Boycott  this  side.  The  Benches  oppo- 
site were  empty  for  the^  most  part  of 
this  discussion — I  suppose  it  is  that  the 
discussion  is  not  sufficiently  exciting  for 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  According  to 
the  law  laid  down  this  evening,  conspi- 
racy is  an  agreement  to  do  something, 
but  when  there  is  no  criminality  at- 
tached to  it  it  becomes  a  combination ; 
herefore,  I  would  say  that  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  are  a  combination,  and 
not  a  conspiracy.  But  you  see  what  a 
wide  field  the  interpretation  of  this  Act 
has  opened  up — the  interpretation  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General.  It  has  opened  up  a 
wide  field  of  speculation  as  to  what 
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oonspiraoy  is  and  what  combination 
means.  Now,  this  Amendment  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  very  admirable  one,  be- 
cause I  find  in  the  1st  clause  of  the  Act 
and  the  5th  sub-section  these  words — 

"  The  offences  to  which  this  section  applies 
are  any  felony  or  misdemeanour,  or  any  offence 
punishable  nnder  this  Act." 

Now  what  does  ''  any  offence  punish- 
able under  this  Act"  mean?  What 
are  these  offences  ?  They  are  stated  in 
the  next  clause.  In  the  1st  sub-section 
we  see  that  it  is  to  be  applied  to  ''an 
offence  which  is  calculated  to  interfere 
with  the  administration  of  the  law.'' 
This  is  a  very  flexible  sentence,  and 
may  be  applied  to  anything.  Why, 
Sir,  in  our  experience  we  haye  found 
Teiy  wide  interpretations  put  upon  what 
is  called  '*  inteiierence  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  law."  Let  us  suppose 
a  number  of  tenants  are  asking  for  a 
reduction  in  their  rents.  Let  us  suppose 
that  they  are  not  able  to  pay  the  rents, 
and  are  being  evicted.  Why,  Sir,  if  any 
charitably-disposed  person,  or  any  cha- 
ritable association,  attempts  to  erect  a 
hut,  in  order  to  shelter  the  ericted 
tenants,  he  or  they  may  at  once  be  de- 
scribed by  the  Eesident  Magistrate  as 
"  interfering  with  the  administration  of 
the  law."  It  will,  perhaps,'  be  said  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  that 
this  is  a  purely  imaginary  instance  on 
my  part.  No,  Sir ;  it  is  not  imaginary. 
Sir,  that  interpretation  has  already  been 
placed  upon  the  ordinary  law  of  the 
isnd.  I  can  remember  very  well — in 
the  year  1881  I  think  it  was —when  the 
tenants  of  Lord  Oloncurry  were  being 
evicted,  that  an  association — I  believe 
it  was  the  Ladies'  Land  League — sent 
down  a  number  of  huts  to  shelter  the 
pec^le;  but  one  of  the  magistrates — 
whose  name  is  pretty  familiar  to  the 
House,  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd — decided,  in 
his  great  wisdom,  that  the  erection  of 
these  huts,  in  order  to  shelter  these 
people,  would  be  interfering  with  the 
administration  of  the  law,  and  would  be, 
in  itself,  an  act  of  intimidation.  The 
huts  were  sent  down,  and  they  remained 
ontlie  side  of  the  road,  whilst  the  people 
were  duvering  with  cold;  and  it  was 
not  until  a  brave  lady  seized  the  reins  of 
tlia  Lord  Lieutenant's  horse  in  Dublin 
thai  the  whc^e  state  of  things  was  al- 
teved,  and  the  huts  allowed  to  be  erected, 
and  that  Mr.  Clifford  Uoyd  was  censured 
for  his  orer-officiousness.    Well,  we  go 


on  to  see  what  are  the  other  offences  to 
which  this  section  is  to  apply,  and  which 
may  be  considered  an  ''  interference  with 
the  administration  of  the  law."  We 
see  in  Sub-section  (a)  of  Section  2  of  the 
2nd  clause  that  it  is  laid  down  as  an 
illegal  act — 

'*  To  cause  any  person  or  persons  either  to 
do  any  act  which  such  person  or  persons  has  or 
have  a  leg^  right  to  abstain  from  doing,  or  to 
abstain  fiom  doing  any  act  which  such  person 
or  persons  has  or  have  a  legal  right  to  do.'' 

Now,  how  is  this  likely  to  apply  in 
practice?  We  will  suppose  another 
case.  I  will  put  a  case  in  point  that 
came  under  my  own  notice,  and  within 
my  own  experience,  lately — the  case  of 
the  tenants  on  the  Kingston  estate  in 
the  County  Cork,  who  combined  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  reduction  in  their 
rents.  In  this  case  the  Land  Court  de- 
clared, in  1881,  the  rents  of  these  people 
to  be  30  per  cent  over  what  was  a  just 
rent,  and  since  that  time  a  Boyal  Com- 
mission has  declared  that  the  value  of 
land  in  Ireland  has  decreased  by  about 
20  per  cent,  and  consequently  these 
people  are  rack-rented  to  the  extent  of 
50  per  cent.  They  combined  to  ask  for 
a  reduction  of  20  per  cent,  but  before 
that  combination  took  place  they  were 
visited  by  certain  Members  of  this  House. 
These  Members  visited  the  tenants  in 
order  to  inquire  into  the  justice  of  their 
demands  before  the  Plan  of  Campaign 
would  be  put  into  operation,  and  they 
had  to  encounter  the  hostile  activity  of 
the  police  of  the  district.  They  wore 
hunted  from  pillar  to  post ;  they  had  to 
travel  over  mountain  and  moor  land 
pursued  by  constabulary.  Well,  if  this 
Act  had  been  in  operation,  and  if  this 
clause  in  its  present  form  had  applied, 
no  doubt  the  powers  they  contain  would 
have  been  exercised  in  order  to  deal 
with  the  action  of  the  Members  of  this 
House  to  whom  I  have  referred,  and  to 
deal  also  with  the  tenants  on  the  estate 
seeking  for  a  reduction  of  their  rent. 
The  investigation  would  take  place  under 
the  1st  clause  of  the  Bill,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  these  Members  of  Parliament 
would  be  now  suffering  the  pains  and 
penalties  which  they  would  have  in- 
curred as  having  offended  against  this 
Act.  But,  Sir,  we  have  contended 
all  along  that  it  is  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  up  the  standard  of  rent  that 
this  Act  has  been  conceived,  and  is  about 
to  be  put  into  operation.    But  have  not 
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the  landlords  already  sufficient  guaran- 
tees for  the  collection   of   the  rents? 
Have  they  not  the  power  of  eviction? 
Cannot  they  exercise  all  the  legal  power 
that  they  already  possess  for  subjecting 
the  tenantry  of  Ireland  to  all  the  pains 
and  penalties  which  are  to  be  incurred 
by  combining  together  in  order  to  get 
their  rents  reduced  ?     Now,   there  is 
another  offence    which    must  be  con- 
sidered as  interfering  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  law  to  which  I  would 
refer.    Sub-section  3  brings  under  the 
operation  of  the  A.ct  any  person  **  who 
shall  take  part  in  any  riot  or  unlawful 
assembly."     What  is  an  unlawful  as- 
sembly in  Ireland  ?    Who  is  to  decide 
what  it  is  ?    Why,  Sir,  according  to  the 
practice    of    the   last  few  weeks,  two 
Kesident  Magistrates  can  decide  what  is 
an  unlawful  assembly.    We  hare  seen, 
for  the  first  time  in  our  experience — for 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  great 
movement  in  which  we  are  engaged — 
we  have  seen  that  it  is  practically  in  the 
hands  of  two  Kesident  Magistrates  in 
Ireland  to  declare  what  an  unlawful 
meeting  is.    Well,  I  can  quite  conceive 
these  Besident  Magistrates  prohibiting 
every  meeting  that  could  be  held  for 
any   conceivable   purpose    in    Ireland. 
It  is   only  a  short    time  ago— in   the 
course  of  last  winter,  I  think  —  that 
we  held  meetings  in  Cork  that  were 
rudely  invaded  by  the  police,  and  scat- 
tered with  bayonets  and  batons  without 
any  proclamation   at  all,  without  any 
declaration  on  the  part  of  a  single  Be- 
sident Magistrate  even,  but  simply  upon 
the  word  of  command  of  some  petty  officer 
of  police.  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  these  men  have  been  treated 
since — the  way  they  have  been  singled 
out  for  promotion  by  their  superiors — 
that  though  this  action  was  condemned 
by  the  tribimals  of  the  country,  I  have 
no  doubt,  I  say,  that  these  Eesident 
Magistrates  would  have  exonerated  them 
from  all  blame,  or  that  their  superior 
officers,  who  have  promoted  them,  would 
have  no  hesitation,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, in  proclaiming  the  meeting  in 
the  first  instance  which  led   to   their 
attack  upon  the  people,  although  those 
meetings  would  be  perfectly  legal  in 
their  object.     I  have  no  doubt  that, 
under  the  circumstances,  the   meeting 
would  be  dispersed,  and  that  those  who 
took  part  in  them  would  be  subjected  to 
all  the  indignities  and  the  punishments 
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legalized  in  the  let  clause  of  this  Act. 
Now,  we  have  also  had  it  stated  that 
this  Act  can  be  applied  to  the  system 
known  as  Boycotting  in  Ireland.    But 
Boycotting  is  the  outcome  of  the  land 
movement  in  Ireland,  and  so  long  as  the 
land  movement  lasts  you  will  have  Boy- 
cotting.   I  hold  with  the  statement  made 
by  Lord  Salisbury  in  his  Newport  speech. 
I  hold  that  as  the  Crimes  Act  failed  to 
suppress  Boycotting   so  also  will   this 
Act.    Boycotting  will  continue  iu  some 
shape  or  other,  and  this  measure  will 
prove  quite  as  futile  for  the  purpose  of 
suppressing  it.    Now,  the  combination 
by  landlords  has  been  dwelt  on  by  many 
speakers  in  the  course  of  the  evening. 
I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  said  that  this  Act  would 
apply  to  combinations  of  all  kinds.    But 
who  is  to  determine  what  is  an  illegal 
combination  of  landlords?     Who  will 
say  that  a  combination  of  landlords  is 
illegal?    Is  it  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  who   will   have  to    settle   the 
matter  ?    Is  it  the  Attorney  Q-eneral  for 
Ireland  ?    Is  it  the  landlords'  friends  at 
Dublin  Castle  ?    Who  will  tell  me  that 
any  of  these  authorities  will  say  that 
the  Cork  Defence  Union  is  an   illegal 
association  ?    Ajid  yet  it  interferes  with 
the  administration  of  the  law.    I  stand 
under  the  correction  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cambridge  (Mr.  Penrose  Fitzgerald) 
when  I  say  that  the  quarrel  which  exists 
at  the  present  time  between  the  tenants 
on  the  Ponsonby  estate  and  their  land- 
lord would  have  been  settled  long  ago 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  interference  of 
that  nefarious  institution,  the  Cork  De- 
fence   Union,  the    president  of  which 
association  sat  in  this  House  and  listened 
to    the  speeches   of  his   distinguished 
Leaders  to-night,  and  a  distinguished 
Member  of  which  sits  behind  the  Front 
Bench  opposite.    No,  Sir ;  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  say  that   the  landlords' 
combinations  are  illegal,  and  I  take  it 
that  while   this  Act  will   be   put  into 
operation  against  combinations  of  ten- 
ants, combinations  of  landlords  will  be 
allowed  to  take  place  under  the  Act.     I 
have  no  doubt  that,  no  matter  how  de- 
fective and  ridiculous  may  be  the  means 
resorted  to  in  order  to  suppress  tenants' 
combinations,  the  landlords'  combina* 
tions  will  be  allowed  to  go  scot-free.     I 
believe  the  operation  of  this  Act,  unless 
it  be  prevented  by  the  acceptance  of  aa 
Amendment  such   as   that   before  tho 
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Committee,  will  have  a  most  detrimental 
effect  on  the  condition  of  the  country. 
It  will  simply,  as  Lord  Cowper  said 
before,  drive  discontent  beneath  the 
surface.  You  are  by  this  Act  about  to 
BOW  the  storm,  and  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  predicting  that  the  Government,  if 
they  live  long  enough,  will  reap  the 
whirlwind.  I  believe,  however,  that  the 
Committee  will  see  the  wisdom  of  at- 
taching considerable  importance  to  the 
Amendment  that  is  now  before  us. 

Mr.  T.  C.  HAJRRINGTON  (Dublin, 
Harbour) :   I  rise  for   the    purpose  of 
addressing  some  few  observations  to  the 
Committee.    I  shall  not  intrude  for  any 
length  of  time  on  the  attention  of  Mem- 
bers, and  I  tbink  it  is  not  the  intention 
of  my  hon.  Friends  to  prolong  the  de- 
bate.    We  have  some  reason  to  complain 
that  the  interpretation  of  Amendments 
of  thia  kind  are  given  by  English  Law 
Officers  in  this  House  in  such  a  manner 
that  they  cannot  be  availed  of  by  us  after- 
wards in  Lreland.    It  is  a  very  signifi- 
cant fact  that  while  an  Act  of  this  kind  is 
passing  through  Parliament  we  have  an 
interpretation  of  the  law  from  English 
officials  which  gives,   and  very  fairly, 
the    interpretation  of  the  law  as  it  is 
rendered  by  English  Judges;  but  we 
have  no  expression  of  opinion  from  the 
Irish  Law  Officers,  who  will  have  to  take 
part  in  the  administration  of  this  Act  in 
Ireland,  and  whose  words  we  should  be 
able  to  quote  in  the  future  if  we  saw 
that  an  undue  or  illegal  use  was  being 
made  of  the  powers  contained  in  this 
dause.    Probably  it  is  not  very  wise  to 
try  to  flog  a  dead  horse,  and  it  is  hardly 
worth  while  endeavouring  to   draw  a 
nice  distinction   as   to  some   of    these 
Amendments.    What  I  believe  of  the 
Crimea  Act  is  this — ^that  it  will  be  in  Ire- 
land whatever  the  Government  like  to 
make  it;  and  no  matter  what  Amendments 
we  may  succeed  in  getting  adopted,  the 
Government  will  still  be  able  to  pervert 
the  measure  to  any  use  they  may  desire. 
If  the  Government  put  this  clause  in 
force  as  it  at  present  stands,  you  will 
have  a  state  of  confusion  and  disorder  in 
Ireland  in  regard  to  associations,  organi- 
zations, and  public  meetings;  and  if  there 
is    any   Amendment    better  calculated 
than  another  to  raise  an  issue  upon  this 
matter  fairly  before  the  Committee,  it  is 
that  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman   the 
Member  for  Derby  (Sir  William  Har- 
coort).     It  f^irl^  raises  the  question  as 


to  whether  there  is  an  honest  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  grapple 
with  serious  crime,  or  whether  there  is 
not.     If  there  is  a  serious  and  honest 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
grapple  with  grave  crime,   then  they 
will  be  careful  not  to  pass  this  measure 
in  such  a  way  that  the  provisions  which 
are  meant  to  deal  with  serious  crime 
will  be  used  against  offences  which,  in 
the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term,  cannot 
be  regarded  as  crime.     Everyone  knows 
that  a  provision  such  as  this  in  the  1st 
clause    is    an    exceptional   and    extra- 
ordinary provision,  and  one  which  the 
Government  could  not  attempt  to  justify 
under  the  ordinary  circumstances  in  any 
country.     Yet  it  is  proposed  that  this 
extraordinary  power,  which  amounts  to 
a  revival  of  the  Star  Chamber,  which  the 
Government  have  brought  in,  and  which 
they  have  pretended  before  the  public  is 
meant  to  deal  with  serious  crime — it  is 
now  proposed  by  the  Government  that 
it  is  to  extend  to  every  petty  offence — for 
that  I  gather  from  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for    Ireland — that    whatever   can 
be    punished    under    this    Act  is  also 
worthy    of  being    inquired   into,    and 
being  inquired  into  under  the  extra- 
ordinary provisions  which  are  contained 
in  this  measure.     Well,  I  wish  to  state 
to  the  Committee  what  the  inevitable  re- 
sult of  that  will  be.  We  have  every  desire 
to  assist  the  Government,  if  it  is  their 
intention  to  extirpate  serious  crime  from 
Ireland.  It  is  our  interest  to  do  so  more 
than  it  is  the  interest  of  the  Government, 
and  we  have  always  strived  to  act  as 
far  as  we  could  honestly  in  the  endea- 
vour to  stamp  out  serious  crime  in  the 
country;     but  the  Government,  while 
professing  to  aim  at  serious  crime,  brings 
into  the  secret  inquiries  which  will  bo 
held  all  sorts  of  questions  that  arise,  and 
all  the  relations  between  landlords  and 
tenants ;  and  they  bring  in,  at  the  same 
time,   a  provision  which    will  set  the 
whole  of  their  machinery  out  of  gear. 
You  will  have  the  same  machinery  to  deal 
with  serious  crime  as  you  will  have  to  deal 
with  petty  offences,  and  a  feeling  will  grow 
up  in  the  country  that  the  men  who  give 
evidence  before  your  secret  inquiries  with 
regard  to  petty  and  political  offences, 
which   the  people   of  the  country   do 
not  recognize  as  crimes,  will   be    re- 
garded as  traitors  ;   and  in  course  of 
time  you  will  be  unable  to  draw    a 
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distinction  between  the  man  who  re- 
fuses to  allow  bimseli  to  be  exa- 
mined as  to  his  own  or  his  friends' 
political  action,  and  the  man  who  re- 
f ases  to  allow  himself  to  be  examined 
where  the  subject  of  the  examination  is 
a  serious  and  heinous  offence  against 
whieh  the  whole  public  opinion  of  the 
country  might  re  volt.  The  Amendment,  if 
adopted,  would  have  the  effect  of  protect- 
ing a  man  who  refused  to  be  examined 
with  reference  to  his  political  organiza- 
tion, while  it  would  not  shelter  in  the 
public  feeling  anyone  suspected  of  being 
concerned  with  serious  crime.  It  may 
not  be  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
make  extensive  use  of  this  provision  at 
all.  If  it  is  not  their  intention  to  do  so, 
I  think  they  will  see  the  desirability  of 
modifyiug  some  of  its  provisions.  I 
would  point  out  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
that  the  moment  powers  like  this  are  put 
in  the  Bill  and  handed  over  to  Besident 
Magistrates  for  administration  the  whole 
machinery  will  act  in  spite  of  his  best 
efforts  to  restrain  it.  Once  the  machinery 
is  set  in  motion,  once  the  Irish  officials, 
who  have  used  instruments  of  this  kind 
before,  and  who  have  brought  about  by 
their  use  a  state  of  confusion  and  disorder 
in  the  country  which  has  done  greater 
discredit  to  the  British  Gbvernment  in  the 
country  than  it  has  done  to  the  Irish 
people— once,  I  say,  the  machinery  is  set 
in  motion,  no  one  in  the  position  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
will  be  able  to  restrain  its  action.  Now, 
I  do  not  intend  to  occupy  the  time  of 
the  Committee  any  longer.  I  will  only 
say  that  I  believe  the  intention  of  the 
(Government  in  introducing  this  Bill  was 
merely  the  intention  of  putting  before 
the  country  some  policy  which  would 
enable  them  to  retain  Office,  and  to 
keep  up  appearances  before  the  country. 
There  was  never  a  time  in  my  recoUec* 
tion  of  Ireland — and  I  think  I  know  the 
country  much  more  intimately  than  any 
hon.  or  right  hon.  Gentleman  sitting  on 
the  Front  Miiiisterial  Bench — when  it  was 
more  peaceable  than  it  is  at  the  present 
moment.  I  know  very  well  the  argu- 
ment founded  on  that  circumstance.  We 
know  the  ar^ment  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham (Mr.  Joseph  Chamberlain)  used  the 
other  day  as  to  the  condition  of  our  un- 
fortunate country.  Even  when  it  is  peace- 
able and  quiet,  the  fact  is  used  as  a  taimt 
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against  us.  The  other  day,  in  the  speech 
which  he  delivered,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman stated  that  the  condition  of  peace 
in  Ireland — and  I  put  it  to  any  man 
who  seriously  loves  his  own  country 
whether  he  thinks  it  proper  to  apply  such 
language  to  another  country  in  whose 
prosperity  he  feels  some  interest — was 
brought  about  by  the  shadow  of  the  Bill 
which  is  now  passing  through  this 
House.  Sir,  we  deny  that  the  peaceable 
condition  of  Ireland  is  brought  about  by 
the  shadow  of  this  Bill,  and  I  warn  the 
Government  that  as  surely  as  this  Bill 
will  pass,  so  surely  will  its  provisions  be 
put  in  force ;  and,  if  that  is  the  case,  as 
surely  as  an  absolute  state  of  peace 
reigns  there  at  this  moment,  so  surely 
wiU  there  follow  from  the  administration 
of  this  Act  a  hopeless  state  of  con- 
fusion. 

Me.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  I 
wish  merely  to  point  out — ^I  will  not  de- 
tain the  Committee  for  more  than  one 
moment — that  under  the  Indian  law  con- 
spiracy is  never  punished  unless  it  is  fol- 
lowed by  an  overt  act,  and  has  for  its  ob- 
j  ect  a  criminal  offence.  According  to  the 
law  laid  down  in  the  case  of  The  Queen 
i;.  Famell,"  an  act  which  would  be  leg^ 
if  committed  by  one  person,  when  com- 
mitted by  two  or  more  persons  becomes 
criminal.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  main- 
taining that  definition  of  the  law,  and 
not  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  magis- 
trates to  find  out  criminals,  that  this 
Amendment  is  rejected.  It  would 
appear,  therefore,  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  desirous  of  having  one 
law  for  India  and  another  for  Ireland. 
I  woiildpoint  out,  in  this  connection  also» 
that  in  India  they  celebrate  the  Jubilee 
by  releasing  a  number  of  prisoners;  but 
in  Ireland  they  propose  to  celebrate  it 
by  sending  a  lar^e  number  of  Irish 
citizens  innocent  of  crime  to  gaol,  and 
by  rendering  it  easy  for  the  Irish  land- 
lords to  turn  their  tenantry  out  into  the 
world  homeless,  and  without  the  means 
of  obtaining  a  livelihood. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT(Derby): 
I  cannot  agree  with  the  statement  made 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  or  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General,  as  to  the  Law 
of  Conspiracy  not  being  laid  down  as  in- 
juriously to  the  tenants  in  Ireland  in 
reference  to  their  holdings  as  ever  was 
done  in  reference  to  the  labourers  in 
England  with  reference  to  their  employ- 
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ment.  I  was  fully  under  that  convictioxi 
from  whatlrecoUeot,  especially  as  regards 
the  law  laid  down  by  Judges  in  Ireland. 
There  was  nothing,  I  venture  to  say,  in 
the  most  extreme  times  of  the  Law  of 
Conspiracy — I  was  going  to  say  the  worst 
times,  but  I  do  not  like  to  use  tbat  ex- 
pression— as  laid  down  by  Judges  in 
England  which  within  the  most  recent 

?eriod  has  not  been  exceeded  by  the  Irish 
udges.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  judgment 
of  Judge  Fitzgerald,  and  will  read  a 
sentence  from  it,  and  it  certainly  seems  to 
me  to  be  more  ^*  fossil ''  than  anything 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  has  referred  to  to-might  as  ex- 
ploded and  impossible  of  revival,  and  it 
is  probably  that  fact  which  has  led  to 
the  remarkable  silence  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  ^^eneral  for  Ire- 
land (Mr.  Holmes)  during  this  debate. 
He  is  describing  the  various  points  that 
arose  in  the  case  of  **  The  Queen  v,  Trui  tt, ' ' 
which  case  led  to  the  Act  of  1875 — it  was 
to  reverse  that  decision  that  the  Act  of 
1875  was  passed.  But  the  case  of  <'  The 
Queen  v,  Truitt ''  was  taken  as  the  stand- 
point and  starting  point  of  this  decision 
in  the  Irish  Courts.  This  is  the  law  as 
laid  down  by  Judge  Fitzgerald — * '  Where 
two  or  more  agree  to  do  an  injury  to  a 
third  party'* — that,  of  course,  is  con- 
stnietive  combination  because  "The 
Queen  r.  Truitt ''  is  the  illustration  for 
it,  the  point  there  being  that  no  act 
which  results  in  an  injury  to  a  third 
party,  though  innocent,  if  done  by  one, 
becomes  criminal  if  done  by  several— 
he 


"  Where  two  or  more  agree  to  do  an  injury 
to  a  third  partj,  though  that  injury  if  done  hy 
one  alone  of  his  own  motion  would  not  be  in 
him  a  crime  or  offence;  it  would  he  simply  an 
injory  carrying  with  it  a  right    to  a    clyil 


That  is  the  very  doctrine  which,  so  far  as 
it  interferes  with  the  case  of  labourers 
in  England,  is  overruled  by  the  Act  of 
1876.  That  is  the  very  doctrine  intro- 
dneed  aa  against  tenants  in  Ireland  in 
respect  to  agricultural  holdings.  Then, 
really,  the  ground  upon  which  the  Go- 
vernment nave  resisted  this  Amendment 
is  entirely  cut  away  from  under  them. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
has  not  remembered,  I  suppose,  what 
has  been  the  ruling  on  these  very  sub- 
ieets ;  and  I  should  like  very  much  to 
Know  from  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  GFeneral  for  Ireland,  before  we 


divide,  whether  that  is  actually  the  doc- 
trine which  is  maintained  in  the  Irish 
Courts — whether  they  are  still  proeeeding 
in  cases  of  conspiracy  on  the  ''fossil'' 
doctrine  repudiated,  and  very  properly 
repudiated,  by  the  hon.  and  learnea 
Attorney  General  ? 

Question  put. 

The  Oommittee  divided: — Ayes  180  ; 
Noes  242 :  Majority  62. 

AYES. 

Ahraham,  W.  (Glam.)  Fox,  Dr.  J.  P. 

Ahraham,  W.   (Lime-  Fry,  T. 

rick,  W.)  FuUer,  G.  P. 

Acland,  A.  H.  D.  Gane,  J.  L. 

Anderson,  0.  H.  Gardner,  H. 

Asquith,  H.  H.  Gaskell,  0.  G.  Miloes- 

Austin,  J.  Gilhooly,  J. 

Balfour,  rt.  hon.  J.  B.  Gill,  H.  J. 

Barry,  J.  Gill.  T.  P. 

Biggar,  J.  G.  Gladstone,  rt  hn.W.E. 

Blake,  J.  A.  Gladstone,  H.  J. 

Blake,  T.  Graham,  R.  0. 

Blane,  A.  Gray,  E.  D. 

Bolton,  J.  C.  Gully,  W.  0. 

Bradlaugh,  C.  Harcourt,  rt.  hn.  Sir  W. 
Bright,  Jacoh  G.  V.  V. 

Buchanan,  T.  R.  Harrington,  E. 

Burt,  T.  Harrington,  T.  0. 

Byrne,  G.  M.  Harris,  M. 

Cameron,  C.  Hayden,  L,  P. 

Cameron,  J.  M.  Hayne,  C.  Seale- 

Camphell,  Sir  G.  Healy,  M. 

Camphell,  H.  Healy,  T.  M. 

Carew,  J.  L.  Holden,  I. 

Chance,  P.  A.  Hooper,  J. 

Channing,  F.  A.  Howell,  G. 

Clancy,  J.  J.  Jacohy,  J.  A. 

Cohb,  H.  P.  James,  hon.  W.  H. 

Cohen,  A.  James,  C.  H. 

Coleridge,  hon.  B.  Joicey,  J. 

Colman,  J.  J.  Jordan,  J. 

Condon,  T.  J.  Kennedy,  E.  J.    . 

Connolly,  L.  Kenny,  C.  S. 

Conway,  M.  Kenny,  J.  E. 

Corhet,  W.  J.  Kenny,  M.  J. 

Cossham,  H.  Lacaita,  C.  C. 

Cox,  J.  R.  Lalor,  R. 

Cozens-Hardy,  H.  H.  Lawson,  Sir  W. 

Craig,  J.  Leahy,  J. 

Crawford,  D.  Lefevre,  right  hon.  G. 
Crawford,  W.  J.  S. 

Davies,  W.  Lewis,  T.  P. 

Dillon,  J.  Lyell,  L. 

Dillwyn,  L.  L.  ^(acdonald,  W.  A. 

Dodds,  J.  M'Arthur,  A. 

Duff,  R.  W.  M*Cartan,  M. 

EUis,  J.  McCarthy;  J. 

Ellis,  J.  E.  McDonald,  P. 

Ellis,  T.  E.  McDonald,  Dr.  R. 

Esslemont,  P.  M'Laren,  W.  S.  B. 

Evershed,  S.  Mahony,  P. 

Farquharson,  Dr.  R.  Marum,  E.  M. 

Ferguson,  R.  C .  Munro-  Mason,  8. 

Finucane,  J.  Menzies,  R.  S. 

Flower,  C.  Molloy,  B.  C. 

Flynn,  J.  C.  Montagu,  S. 

Foley,  P.  J.  Morgan,  O.  V. 

Foster,  Sir  W.  B.  Morley,  rt.  hon.  J. 
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Mandellai  right  hon. 

A.  J. 
Murphy,  W.  M. 
Nolan,  Celonel  J.  P. 
Nolan,  J. 
O'Brien,  J.  F.  X. 
O'Brien,  P. 
O'Brien,  P.  J. 
O'Connor,  J.  ^erry) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Tippry.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P. 
O'Doherty,  J.  E. 
O'HanJon,  T. 
O'Hea,  P. 
O'Kelly,  J. 
Paulton,  J.  M. 
Pease,  Sir  J.  W. 
Pease,  A.  £. 
Pickard,  B. 
PickersgiU,  B.  H. 
Pinkerton,  J. 
Plowden,  Sir  W.  C. 
PoweU,  W.  R.  H. 
Power,  P.  J. 
Power,  R. 
Price,  T.  P. 
Priestley,  B. 
Pugh,  D. 
Pyne,  J.  D. 
Redmond,  W.  H.  K. 
Reed,  Sir  E.  J. 
Roid,  R.  T. 
Rendel,  S. 
Roberts,  J. 
Roberts,  J.  B. 
Roscoe,  Sir  H.  E. 
Rowlands,  W.  B. 


Russell,  Sir  C. 
Russell,  E.  R. 
Sexton,  T. 
Shaw,  T. 
Sheehan,  J.  D. 
Sheehy,  D. 
Sheil,  E. 
Smith,  S. 
Stack,  J. 

Stanhope,  hon.  P.  J. 
Stansfcdd,  right  hon.  J. 
Storey,  S. 
Sullivan,  D. 
Summers,  W. 
Tanner,  C.  K. 
Thomas,  A. 
Tuite,  J. 
Waddy,  S.  D. 
Wardle,  H. 
Warmington,  C.  M. 
Wa3rman,  T. 
Whitbread,  S. 
Will,  J.  S. 
Williams,  A.  J. 
Williamson,  J. 
Williamson,  S. 
Wilson,  C.  H. 
Wilson,  I. 
WoodaU,  W. 
Woodhead,  J. 
Wright,  C. 

TBLLEB9. 

Marjoribanks,  rt.  hon. 

E. 
Morley,  A. 


NOES. 


Addison,  J.  E.  W. 
Agg-G^ardner,  J.  T. 
Allsopp,  hon.  G. 
Allsopp,  hon.  P. 
Amherst,  W.  A.  T. 
Anstruther,  Colonel  R. 

H.  L. 
Ashmead-Bartlett,  E. 
Ba^gallay,  E. 
Bailey,  Sir  J.  R. 
Balfour,  rt.  hon.  A.  J. 
Barnes,  A. 

Barry,  A.  H.  Smith - 
Bartley,  G.  C.  T. 
Barttelot,  Sir  W.  B. 
Bass,  H. 
Bates,  Sir  E. 
Baumann,  A.  A. 
Beach,  W.  W.  B. 
Beadel,  W.  J. 
Beaumont,  H.  F. 
Beckett,  E.  W. 
Beresford,  Lord  C.  W. 

de  la  Poor 
Bethell,     Commander 

G.R. 
Biddulph,  M. 
Big^ood,  J. 
Birkbeck,  Sir  E. 
Blundell,   Colonel  H. 

B.H. 
Bonsor,  H.  C.  0. 
Boord,  T.  W. 
Bristowe,  T.  L. 


Brodrick,  hon.  W.  St. 

J.  P. 
Brookfield,  A.  M. 
Brooks,  Sir  W.  C. 
Brown,  A.  H. 
Bruce,  Lord  H. 
Burdett-Coutts,  W.  L. 

Ash.-B. 
Burghley,  Lord 
CampbeU,  Sir  A. 
Campbell,  «l.  A. 
Chamberlain,  rt.  hn.  J. 
Chamberlain,  R. 
Charrington,  S. 
Clarke,  Sir  E.  G. 
Cochrane-Baillie,  hon. 

C.  W.  A.  N. 
Colomb,  Capt.  J.  C.  R. 
Compton,  F. 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R. 
Corbett,  J. 
Corry,  Sir  J.  P. 
Cross,  H.  S. 
Crossnum,  G^n.  Sir  W. 
Cubitt,  right  hon.  G. 
Currie,  Sir  D. 
Curzon,  hon.  G.  N. 
Dalrymple,  C. 
Davenport,  H.  T. 
Dawnay,  Colonel  hon. 

L.  P. 
De  Cobain,  E.  S.  W. 
De  Lisle,  E.  J.  L.  M. 

P. 


De  Worms,  Baron  H. 
Dimsdale,  Baron  R. 
Dixon,  G. 

Dixon-Hartland,  F.  D. 
Dorington,  Sir  J.  E. 
Duncan,  Colonel  F. 
Duncombe,  A. 
Dyke,  right  hon.   Sir 

W.  H. 
Edwards-Moss,  T.  0. 
Egerton,  hon.  A.  J.  F. 
Elcho,  Lord 
Elton,  C.  I. 
Ewart,  W. 
Eyre,  Colonel  H. 
Farouharson,  H.  R. 
Feilden,  Lt.-Gen.  R.  J, 
Fellowes,  W.  H. 
Fergusson,  right  hon. 

Sir  J. 
Field,  Admiral  E. 
Finch,  G.  H.; 
Finch-Uatton,  hon.  M. 

E.  G. 
Finlay,  R.  B. 
Fisher,  W.  H. 
Fitzgerald,  R.  U.  P. 
Fitzwilliam,  hon.  W. 

J.  W. 
Forwood,  A.  B. 
Fowler,  Sir  R.  N. 
Fulton,  J.  F. 
Gathome-Hardy,  hon. 

A.  E. 
Gathome-Hardy,  hon. 

J.  S. 
Gedge,  S. 
Gibson,  J.  G. 
Gilliat,  J.  S. 
Godson,  A.  F. 
Goldsworthy,    Major- 

General  W.  T. 
Gorst,  Sir  J.  E. 
C^oschen,  rt.  hn.  G.  J. 
Gray,  C.  W. 
Green,  Sir  E. 
Greenall,  Sir  G. 
Grimston,  Viscount 
Grove,  Sir  T.  F. 
Gurdon,  R.  T. 
Hall,  A.  W. 
Hamilton,  right  hon. 

Lord  G.  F. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C.  J. 
Hamilton,  Lord  E. 
Hamilton,  Col.  C.  E. 
Hamley,  Gen.  Sir  E. 

B. 
Hanbury,  R.  W. 
Hankey,  F.  A. 
Hardcastle,  F. 
Hartington,  Marq.  of 
Havelock-  Allan,  Sir 

H.M. 
Heathcote,  Capt.  J.  H. 

Edwards- 
Heaton,  J.  H. 
Heneage,  right  hon.  E. 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Hervey,  Lord  F. 
Hill,  Colonel  E.  S. 
Hill,  A.  S. 
Hobhonse,  H, 


Holland,    right   hon . 

Sir  H^  T. 
Holmetf,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Hornby,  W.  H. 
Houldsworth,  W.  H. 
Howard,  J. 
Howorth,  H.  H. 
Hozier,  J.  H.  0. 
Hubbard,  E. 
Hughes,  Colonel  E. 
Hulse,  E.  H. 
Hunt,  F.  S. 
Isaacs,  L.  H. 
Isaacson,  F.  W. 
Jackson,  W.  L. 
James,  rt.  hon.  Sir  H. 
Jarvis,  A.  W. 
Jennings  L.  J. 
Johnston,  W. 
KeUy,  J.  R. 
Kennaway,  Sir  J.  H. 
Eenrick,  W. 
Eenyon,  hon.  G.  T. 
Kenyon  -  Slaney,  Col. 

Ker,  R.  W.  B. 
Kerans,  F.  H. 
King,  H.  S. 
King-Harman,  right 

hon.  Colonel  E.  R. 
Knatchbull-Hugessen, 

H.T. 
Knightley,  Sir  R. 
Knowles,  L. 
Lafone,  A. 
Lambert,  C. 
Lawrence,  W.  F. 
Leph,  T.  W. 
Loighton,  S. 
Lethbridge,  Sir  R. 
Lewis,  Sir  C.  £. 
Llewellyii,  E.  H. 
Long,  W.  H. 
Mjuirtney,  W.  G.  E. 
Macdonald,  right  hon. 

J.  H.  A. 
Maclean,  F.  W. 
Maclean,  J.  M. 
Maclure,  J.  W. 
M*Calmont,  OaptaiQ  J. 
Malcolm,  Col.  J.  W. 
March,  Earl  of 
Marriott,  rt.  hn.  W.  T. 
Matthews,  rt.  hn.  H. 
Maxwell,  Sir  H.  E. 
Mills,  hon.  C.  W. 
More,  R.  J. 
Morgan,  hon.  F. 
Morrison,  W. 
Mount,  W.  G. 
Mowbray,  right  hon. 

Sir  J.  R. 
Mowbray,  R.  G.  O. 
MulhoUand,  H.  L. 
Muntz,  P.  A. 
Murdoch,  C.  T. 
Noble,  W. 
Norris,  E.  S. 
Northoote,  hon.  H.   8, 
Norton,  R. 
O'Neill,  hon.  R.  T. 
Pearce,  W. 
Penton,  Captain  F.  T, 
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Plankety  ri.  hn.  P.  K.  Spencer,  J.  £. 

Plankett,  hon.  J.  W.  Stanhope,  rt.  hon.  E. 

Pomfret,  W.  P.  Stewart,  AI. 

Powell,  P.  S.  Talbot,  J.  G. 

Baikes,  rt.  hon.  H.  C.  Taylor,  F. 

Bankin,  J.  Tomlinson,  W.  E.  M. 

Rasch,  Major  F.  C.  Townsend,  F. 

Reed,  H.  B.  Trotter,  H.  J. 

Richardson,  T.  Tyler,  Sir  H.  W. 

Ridley,  Sir  M.  W.  Verdin,  R. 

Ritchie,  rt  hn.  0.  T.  Waring,  Colonel  T. 

Robertson,  J.  P.  B.  Watson,  J. 

Robertson,  W.  T.  Webster,  Sir  R.  E. 

RoUit,  Sir  A.  K.  Webster,  R.  G. 

Ross,  A.  H.  White,  J.  B. 

Rothschild,  Baron  F.  Whitley,  E. 

J.  de  Wiggin,  H. 

Round,  J.  Winn,  hon.  R. 

Royden,  T.  B.  Wodehouse,  E.  R. 

St.  Aubyn,  Sir  J.  Wolmer,  Viscount 

Bait.  T.  Wood,  N. 

Sandys,  Lt.-Col.  T.  M.  Wortley,  C.  B.  Stuart- 

Sellar,  A.  0.  Wright,  H.  S. 

Selwnm,  Captain  C.  W.  Wroughton,  P. 

Sidebotham,  J.  W.  Yerburgh,  R.  A. 

Sidebottom.  W.  Young,  C.  E.  B. 
Sinclair,  W.  P. 
Smith,  right  hon.  W.  tellers. 

H.  Douglas,  A.  Akers- 

Smilh,  A.  Walrond,  Col.  W.  H. 

The  OH AIBMAN :  The  Amendment, 
No.  123,  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Elgin,  fto.  (Mr.  Asher)  has 
Deen  decided 

Mb.  ESSLEMONT  (Aberdeen,  E.) : 
I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  detain  the 
Committee  any  great  length  of  time 
upon  the  Amendment  which  stands  in 
my  name.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal 
of  the  Criminal  Law  of  Scotland,  and 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Solicitor  General  for  SooUand  (Mr. 
J.  P.  B.  Bobertson),  who  explained  the 
Seotoh  Law,  informed  the  Committee 
that  the  CK>vemment  had  no  wish  to 
ireat  Ireland  in  respect  to  Criminal  Law 
in  any  exceptional  manner.  I  claim  for 
my  .^jnendment  the  vote  of  the  Liberal 
XTaioBists,  especially  those  who  hail 
from  Soodand.  If  the  Government  are 
uoere  in  their  declaration  that  they  do 
not  int^id  to  treat  Ireland  with  any 
more  sererity  than  Scotland  is  treated, 
they  can  have  no  objection  to  my 
Amendment.  Our  Friends  below  the 
Gangway  may  also  accept  this  Amend- 
aaot,  and  Scotch  Members  may  safely 
agree  that  no  proceedings  shall  be  taken 
imder  this  section  which  would  be  in- 
competent under  the  Scotch  Criminal 
Law,  This  Amendment  is  so  reasonable 
in  itself  and  I  am  sure  so  thoroughly  in 
aeeofdanoe  with  the  views  which  have 
been  expressed  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 

YOL.  OOGXY.    [thibd  sbbizs.] 
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tleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.; A.  J.  Balfour),and  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Holmes),  in  respect  to  criminal  pro- 
ceedings under  the  Bill  now  before  the 
Committee,  that  I  shall  not,  in  intro- 
ducing it,  trespass  upon  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  at  any  greater  length. 


Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  2,  line  12,  at  end,  add,  **  Provided 
always  that  no  proceedings  shall  he  ^ken 
under  this  section  which  would  he  incompetent 
under  the  Criminal  Law  as  administered  in 
Scotland." — {Mr,  Easlemont,) 

Question  proposed,  '^That  these  words 
be  there  added." 

No  Member  of  the  Government  rising — 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
It  is  a  monstrous  thing  that  the  Gt>Tem- 
ment,  who  boast  of  their  anxiety  to 
apply  the  principles  of  the  Scotch  Crimi- 
nal Law  to  Ireland — [An  hon.  Member  : 
**  Oh ! '']  Who  is  it  that  cries  «*  Oh  ?  " 
I  suppose  he  is  some  Scotch  Gentleman. 
[The  Chaibman  :  Order,  order!]  I  am 
only  sorry  we  do  not  recogpuze  the  Gen- 
tleman. I  say  it  is  a  monstrous  thing 
that  the  Goyernment,  who  have  been 
boasting  of  their  anxiety  to  apply  the 
principles  of  the  Scotch  Criminal  Law 
to  Ireland,  should  attempt  to  allow  this 
Amendment  to  be  negatived  simply  on 
the  declaration  of  the  Chairman.  If 
there  is  any  Amendment  upon  which  we 
should  have  a  reply  it  is  the  one  now 
before  the  Committee.  The  Government 
profess  to  be  anxious  to  apply  the  Scotch 
Law  to  Ireland,  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for  In- 
verness (Mr.  Finlay),  who  I  am  sorry 
not  to  see  in  his  place,  in  a  speech 
which  was  commented  upon  so  admirably 
by  Sir  George  Trevelyan,  declared  that 
he  was  not  opposed  to  this  Bill,  because, 
in  the  main,  it  only  applied  the  Scotch 
Law  to  Ireland.  I  never  read  a  more 
weighty  speech  than  that  of  Sir  George 
Trevelyan,  exposing,  as  it  did,  the 
hollowness  of  this  pretence.  And  now, 
when  a  Scotch  Member  proposes  that 
no  proceedings  shall  be  taken  under 
this  section  which  are  inconsistent  with 
the  Scotch  Criminal  Law,  the  Govern- 
ment remain  silent,  in  order,  I  suppose, 
that  it  may  not  go  before  the  country  what 
their  exact  position  is  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
can  only  point  out  the  curious  fact  that, 
whereas  in  the  country    the    Govern*. 
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meDt's  mfdn  defence  of  the  Bill  ia  that 
the  BiU  merely  extends  the  Bcotoh  Law 
to  Ireland,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
when  an  Amendment  ia  proposed  pro- 
Ttdinfi;  tbat  only  the  Scotob  Law  should 
preTBiI  in  Ireland,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
who  has  so  little  to  do,  according  to  the 
Btatements  which  appear  io  the  news- 
papers that  yesterday  he  had  16  hours 
sleep  out  of  the  24,  and  who  only  comes 
down  to  the  House  at  5  or  6  o'clock  in 
the  ereniDK  whenfall  the  work  is  OTOr, 
caonot  fiotTa  single  word  to  say  on  the 
subject. 

The  chief  8ECEETART  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Bauoub)  (Manches- 
ter, E.):  It  was  with  no  wish  to  be  dis- 
courteous to  the  hon-  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Esslemont)  that  I  did  not  get  up  earlier 
to  reply  to  him.  The  truth  is  my  reply 
is  very  short.  lu  the  first  place,  the 
accusation  largely  made  against  this 
Bill  is  that  the  Besident  Magistrates 
who  have  to  use  the  Bill  are  genUemen 
unacquainted  with  the  English  Law.  If 
this  Amendment  were  carried,  the  Seei- 
dent  Magistrates  would  not  only  be  re- 
quired to  know  English  Law,  but  Scotch 
Law  too.  If  that  reply  is  not  sufGcient 
there  is  another  one— it  is  that  no  Eng- 
lish Judge  can  take  any  cognizance  of 
anything  but  English  Law.  Under  this 
Amendment,  Besident  Magistrates  in 
Ireland  would  have  to  hare  regard  to 
Bcotoh  Iaw.  Under  these  circa mstances, 
the  hon.  Qentleman  can  hardly  expect 
us  to  accept  his  Amendment. 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid), 
who  was  received 
—If  hon.  Oentl 
care  to  hear  som' 
the  Amendment 
remarks  from  n 
own.  If  the  on! 
of  the  aooeptanoe 
that  Besident  It 
to  have  some  kn 
Law,  it  would  -hi 
the  difficulty.  I 
Irish  Besident  '. 
particular  know 
Irish  law.  Now, 
send  over  to  Irel 
learned  Lord  A< 
Macdonald),  whi 
tinguisbed  auth< 
book  on  the  Grin 
to  instruct  the 
there  in  Scotch  I 
Mr,  T.  U.  B 


that  in  a  very  short  time  he  could  make 
them  adepts  in  the  law  of  his  countiy. 
But  if  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Oen- 
tleman  does  not  care  to  go  across  to  Ire- 
land he  might  send  over  a  few  copies  of 
his  book  for  the  use  of  the  Besident 
Magistrates.  The  objection  to  the  Amend- 
ment advanced  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four) is  like  most  of  the  objeotiona  ad< 
vanced  from  the  Treasury  Bench  agaioet 
Amendments  proposed  from  this  side  of 
the  House.     As  far  as  I  can  understand 
it,  it  is  absolutely  invalid.    Not  only  the 
Chief  Secretary,  but  all  the  principal 
supporters  of  the  Government  have  been 
going  through  the  country  during  the 
last  two  months  and  preaching  what  is 
not  the  fact — namely,  that  there  is  no- 
thing in  this  1st  clause  which  is  not  al- 
ready contained  in  the  law  of  Scotland. 
Some  of  them  have  drawn  the  moral 
that  under  the  existing  law  the  Scotch 
people  have  managed  to  be  pretty  free 
from  crime,  why  should  not  the  Iri!"!' 
people  be  equally  free  from  crime  under 
it?    If  that  is  the  iond  _/Iitf  contention  '>i 
the   Government,    let  them   accept  th'> 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  tl. 
Member  for  East  Aberdeen  (Mr.  EsbI 
montj,  which  merely  compels  theacknon 
ledgment  of  the  fact  that  nothing  C!ti 
be  doue  under  this  clanse  which  canm 
be  done  under  the  law  of  Scotland.    W 
could  not  do  better  thau    Divide,    ', 
order  to  make  it  clear  that  the  assr. 
tions  which  have  been  made  by  Miniete: 
and  their  supporters  have  been  qui- 
erroneous. 
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Amendment  to  test  the  sincerity  of  the 
Oovemment.  What  is  the  reply  of  the 
right  hon.  (Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tiun^  for  Ireland?  It  is  an  appeal  to 
ignorance.  He  says  that  if  the  Irish 
magistrates  cannot  be  expected  to  know 
Irish  Law,  how  much  less  can  they  be 
expected  to  know  Scotch  Law.  All  the 
QoYemment  need  to  do  is  to  present  each 
Besident  Magistrate  with  a  bound  and 
gilt  copy  of  Macdonaldon  the  Scotch  Law  ; 
they  would  thus  confer  a  ffiTour  upon 
a  distinguished  serrant  of  their  own,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  give  great  assistance 
to  the  Irish  Eesident  Magistrates.  From 
the  start  the  OoTemment  have  pretended 
that  it  is  only  the  law  of  Scotland  that 
is  to  l>e  applied  to  Ireland.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  should  have  thought  the 
Goyemment  would  have  hailed  with 
pleasure  this  Amendment,  Instead  of 
that  they  say  that  the  Irish  magistrates 
cannot  be  expected  to  understand  Scotch 
law .  They  certainly  do  not  understand 
Irish  law.  Apparently,  the  idea  of  the 
Government  is  diat  they  shall  not  know 
any  law  at  all. 

Mb.  E8SLEM0NT  (Aberdeen,  E.) : 
I  am  sure  the  Committee  will  not  be 
surprised  that  I  feel  great  disappoint- 
ment at  the  way  this  Amendment  has 
been  received.  We  have  been  blamed 
for  consuming  too  much  time  in  an  op- 
position to  this  Bill.  [^Ministerial ehe&r»,] 
Mr.  Courtney,  you  see  how  unreasonably 
one  is  treated.  I  have  not  spoken  on  the 
Lrish  Question  in  this  House  before  this. 
I  have  not  occupied  a  minute  of  the 
time  of  the  House.  But  I  have  hesrd 
in  my  country,  and  out  of  it,  that  we 
are  making  a  criminal  law  for  Ireland 
exactly  similar  to  that  which  has  pre- 
vailed in  Scotland  for  generations.  We 
are  told  that  it  is  in  consequence  of  the 
excdlenee  of  the  Scotch  Criminal  Law 
that  the  Scotch  people  are  the  quietest 
and  beat  conducted  people  in  the  world. 
We  have  been  told  by  every  Tory 
lecturer  on  this  question  that  if  we  only 
apply  the  Oriminal  Law  of  Scotland  to  Ire- 
land we  shall  make  the  Irish  people  as 
happy  and  as  prosperous  as  ourselves. 
I  wuh  to  settle  the  point  by  putting  Ire- 
land in  the  matter  of  procedure  upon 
exactly  the  same  crimimsd  code  as  Scot- 
land. I  have  been  exceedingly  modest 
in  this  demand.  I  have  not  asked  you  to 
make  the  crimes  in  Ireland  the  same 
as  ihe  crimes  in  Scotland.  We  have 
been  tcdd  that  new  crimes  are  to  be 


created  in  Ireland ;  but  I  am  content, 
whatever  tiie  crimes  are,  that  the  pro- 
ceedings shall  be  conducted  in  the  same 
way  as  they  are  in  Scotland.  It  has 
been  my  duty  for  20  years  to  have 
something  to  do  with  the  administration 
of  the  Criminal  Law  in  Scotland,  and  I 
am  bound  to  say  that  I  was  very  much 
astonished  at  the  description  of  that  law 
which  was  given  by  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
the  Government  Bench.  Certainly,  I 
was  never  allowed  to  take  such  proceed- 
ings as  are  proposed  in  this  section. 
I  hope  that  the  Government  will  either 
declare  that  there  is  no  reference  to  the 
criminal  code  of  Scotland  here,  that 
henceforth  the  pretence  that  the  Criminal 
Law  as  laid  down  in  this  Bill  is  similar 
to  that  in  Scotland  will  be  given  up,  or 
that  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  H.  A. 
Macdonald)  will  give  us  his  powerful 
elucidation  of  this  subject  and  show 
wherein  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  do 
resemble  the  provisions  of  the  law  of 
Scotland. 

Dr.  KENNY  (Cork,  S.) :  I  think  the 
reply  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  is  somewhat 
encouraging,  and  marks  a  step  in  ad- 
vance, for  it  seems  to  indicate  that  now 
he  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  some 
knowledge  of  law  on  the  part  of  those 
who  are  to  administer  this  Act  is  neces- 
sary. An  Amendment  providing  that 
the  Besident  Magistrates  in  Ireland,  to 
whom  the  administration  of  this  Act  is 
to  be  entrusted,  should  be  gentlemen 
with  some  knowledge  of  the  Irish  Law, 
was  most  bitterly  opposed  by  the  Go- 
vernment, and  by  no  Member  of  the  Go- 
vernment more  strenuously  than  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary. I  should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  which  leg  he  means  to 
stand?  Formerly  he  seemed  to  be  of 
opinion  that  no  knowledge  of  law  on  the 
part  of  the  magistrates  was  necessary ; 
now  he  seems  to  be  of  opinion  that  it  is 
necessary  that  the  magistrates  should 
have  a  knowledge  of  law.  I  should  like 
him  to  select  on  which  leg  he  will  stand. 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman must  seriously  address  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  point  con- 
tained in  the  Amendment  123b  was  de- 
cided upon  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
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and  learned  Member  for  York   (Mr. 
Lockwood). 

Mb.  MAUETCE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
beg  to  submit,  Mr.  Courtney,  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member's  Amendment 
related  to  offences  committed  after  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  while  my  Amend- 
ment refers  to  offences  committed  prior 
to  the  passing  of  the  Act.  I  think  that 
is  a  very  substantial  difference. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight): 
The  Amendment  is  also  governed  by 
the  Amendment  standing  in  my  name, 
accepted  early  in  the  evening. 

The  chairman  :  That  is  so.  The 
Amendment  adopted  at  the  beginning 
of  the  evening  provided  for  offences 
committed  before  the  passing  of  the 
Act. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY :  I  submit 
to  you.  Sir,  that  the  Amendment  moved 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  in 
no  wise  affects  my  Amendment.  The 
Amendment  of  the  Attorney  General 
exempts  from  the  operation  of  the  Act 
a  certain  class  of  offences  committed 
prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Act.  My 
Amendment  proposes  to  exclude  certain 
other  classes  of  offences. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  It  was  decided 
early  in  the  discussion  that  there  should 
be  no  universal  exemption  of  offences, 
whether  committed  before  or  subsequent 
to  the  passing  of  the  Act.  Then  it  was 
decided,  on  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, that  there  should  be  a  partial 
exemption  in  the  case  of  offences  com- 
mitted before  the  passing  of  the  Act. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY :  I  beg  to 
give  Notice,  that  I  shall  move  my 
Amendment  on  Report. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  The  next  Amend- 
ment  which  can  be  taken  is  No.  124. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  (Elgin  and  Nairn): 
I  desire  to  move  123f. 

The  chairman  :  I  think  that  has 
been  decided  already.  However,  as  I 
fail  to  discover  the  Amendment  which 
governs  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man's, perhaps  he  had  better  move  it. 

Mr.  ANDERSON:  The  Amendment 
123f  is  one  to  which  I  attach  very  con- 
siderable importance.  It  is  that  to  in- 
sert— 

'*  In  caae  of  its  being  intended  to  call  any 
witness  examined  under  this  section  in  support 
of  a  criminal  charge,  noUoe  thereof  shall  be 
given  to  the  accused  ten  days  before  the  trial  or 
hearing.    The  accused,  by  himself  or  his  solici- 

ITte  Chairman 


tor,  shall  be  entitled  to  see  and  examine  such 
witness,  and  for  this  purpose  shall  be  entitled 
to  call  for  the  production  of  such  witness  at  any 
time  and  place  in  the  proclaimed  district.*' 

The  chairman  :  Order,  order !  I 
consider  the  question  was  decided  by 
the  adoption  of  the  Proviso — 

•'  Provided  also,  that  upon  any  person  being 
accused  of  a  crime  respecting  which  an  inquiry 
under  this  section  has  been  held,  such  accused 
person,  or  his  solicitor,  upon  being  returned  for 
trial,  shall  forthwith  be  supplied  with  copies  of 
all  depositions  taken  at  any  inquiry  under  this 
section  of  any  witness  to  be  called  against 
him." 

Mr.  ANDERSON :  I  beg  to  point  out 
that  the  distinction  between  the  words 
you  have  read  and  my  Amendment  is 
obvious.     The  Proviso  which  you  have 
read  enables  the  accused  person  to  have 
a  copy  of  the  shorthand  notes.      The 
giving  of  the  shorthand  notes  is  quite 
another  thing  to  what   is  referred  to 
here.  My  Amendment  provides  that  the 
prisoner  shall  have  the  means  of  seeing 
the  witness  and  take  his  statement  from 
him.    I  have  in  mind  a  case  where  a 
witness  in  Edinburgh  was  actually  im- 
prisoned, and  the  Crown  refused  to  let 
the  prisoner's  counsel  or  agent  see  the 
witness.     The  result  was  that  when  the 
trial  came  on  objection  was  taken  to  the 
evidence  of  the  witness,  and  the  Court 
said  that  application  ought  to  have  been 
made  to  enable  the  prisoner's  counsel 
to  see  the  witness,     it  is  laid  down  in 
the  Scotch  law  books  that  a  prisoner's 
counsel  is  entitled  to  see  at  any  time  any 
witness,  who  has  been  called  privately 
and  examined,  and  to  take  his  state- 
ment.   I  think  you  will  see,  Mr.  Court- 
ney, that  this  Amendment  is  quite  dis- 
tinct from  the  Proviso  you  have  read. 
Now,  to  my  mind,  this  is  a  matter  of 
great  importance,   because  the  Crown 
establish,    by    the    provisions   of   this 
clause,   that  they  are  entitled  to  exa- 
mine, secretly  and  privately,  a  witness. 
I  maintain  it  is  only  fair,  if  that  is  so, 
that  before  the  trial  comes  on  the  pri- 
soner ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  the  witness,  and  of  hearing  from 
the  lips  of  the  witness  wh^t  he  has  to 
say.      The  principle   embodied  in  my 
Amendment  is   clearly  laid    down    ia 
Alison's  work  on  the  Scotch  Criminal 
Law,    a  work   which  was  quoted   the 
other  day  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  late  Solicitor   General   for 
Scotland  (Mr.  Asher).     After  showing 
that  a  prisoner  is  entitled  to  see  a  wit*. 
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nese,  the  writer  goes  on  to  point  out  a 
case  in  which  a  man  was  imprisoned  in 
the  Castle  at  Edinburgh  in  1819,  access 
to  the  witness  was  refused  by  the 
Crown,  the  witness's  precognition  had 
been  taken,  and  the  prisoner's  counsel, 
or  agent,  did  not  know  what  the  wit- 
ness nad  to  say.  Objection  was  taken 
at  the  trial  that  his  eyidence  had  not 
been  received,  and  the  Court  pointed 
out  that  an  application  ought  to  have 
been  made  for  an  order  to  produce  the 
witness  to  the  agent  of  the  accused. 
Now,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  this 
is  a  matter  of  great  importance,  because 
what  the  Government  may  possibly  do 
under  this  Act  is  to  put  a  whole  coun- 
try side  into  prison,  and  evidence  a^inst 
the  prisoners  be  kept  secret  until  the 
day  of  the  trial.  Surely  it  is  only  fair 
that  the  agent  of  a  prisoner  should  be 
able  to  see  every  witness,  inasmuch  as 
this  principle  has  been  laid  down  and 
emphasised  by  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  H.  A. 
Macdonald)  on  his  excellent  work  on 
the  Criminal  Law  of  Scotland.  I  hope 
the  Government  will  embody  some  part 
of  the  law  of  Scotland  in  this  Bill.  Hon. 
Members  cheered  loudly  just  now  when 
they  threw  over  the  whole  law  of  Scot- 
land upon  the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  East  Aberdeen  (Mr. 
Easlemont) ;  but  let  me  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  accept  some  small  part  of  the 
law  of  Scotland,  the  part  of  it  which  is 
lair  and  just,  and  which  ought  to  be  in- 
trodooed  in  this  section. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  2,  line  12,  at  end,  add—'*  In  case  of 
iU  beang  intended  to  caU  any  witness  examined 
fmdet  tins  section  in  support  of  a  criminal 
ehm^^  notice  thereof  shall  be  given  to  the 
acdnsed  ten  days  before  the  trial  or  hearing. 
The  accused,  by  himself  or  his  solicitor,  shall 
be  entitled  to  see  and  examine  such  witness, 
and  for  this  purpose  shall  be  entitled  to  call  for 
the  production  of  such  witness  at  any  time 
and  place  in  the  proclaimed  district." — {Mr, 
Anitnon,) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Thb  ATTOBNEY  general  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
Tersity) :  I  assure  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  (Mr.  Anderson)  that  it  is  no 
light  matter  for  me  to  discuss  the  law  of 
Seodaad.  He,  no  doubt,  has  given  that 
)mw  a  great  deal  of  study ;  but  I  ask  him 
to  Vk^l  into  the  l>«^gl««l'  law,  and  acquaint 
hiBMlf  willi  the  elementary  prinoiples 


of  that  law  which  are  known  to  every 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Olerk  of  Fetl^ 
Sessions.  If  he  were  acquainted  with 
that  law  he  would  know  this — that  when 
a  prisoner  is  returned  for  trial  the  wit- 
nesses are  produced  and  examined-  in 
his  presence;  that  he  has  a  right  of 
cross-examination  by  himself,  or  solicitor, 
or  counsel ;  and  that  the  depositions  are 
read  to  the  witnesses  afterwards,  and 
signed  by  them;  and  after  all  that  is 
done  the  man  is  returned  for  trial,  and 
they  are  the  witnesses  on  whose  evi- 
dence he  is  returned  for  trial.  The 
object  of  this  clause  is  to  obtain  evi- 
dence in  the  first  place,  which  is  not 
procurable  without  the  holding  of  some 
such  inquiry  as  is  provided  for  under 
this  section ;  but  after  we  have  got  evi- 
dence it  will  be  seen  by  the  clause  itself 
that  we  contemplate  that  the  ordinary 
procedure  in  criminal  cases  must  follow. 
The  witnesses  will  then  be  produced, 
the  prisoner  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
examining  them,  and  will  be  returned 
for  trial  in  the  ordinary  way.  In  addi* 
tion  to  that  we  have  undertaken  to  give 
a  prisoner  shorthand  writers'  notes,  so 
that  he  will  not  merely  hear  what  the 
witness  has  to  say,  but  he  will  have  in 
his  possession  all  the  information  the 
Grown  will  have  on  the  subject.  We 
certainly  cannot,  if  the  Amendment  of 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  means  any- 
thing more  than  that— or  if  the  law  of 
Scotland  contains  any  other  provision 
than  that— accept  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  :  I  am  exceedingly 
indebted  to  the  righthon.  and  learned  Qen- 
tleman the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Holmes)  for  giving  me  instruction  in 
what  he  is  pleased  to  call  the  elementary 
Criminal  Law  of  this  country.  I  assure 
him  that  I  shall  take  that  lesson  to 
heart  and  study  the  law;  but  I  may 
also  assure  him  that  it  is  about  time  that 
he  should  study  his  own  Bill.  He  does 
not  appear  to  know  that  all  the  cases 
under  this  Bill  which  are  liable  to  pre- 
liminary examination  are  cases  in  which 
the  magistrate  may  summarily  convict, 
and  he  is  probably  aware — I  see  by  his 
manner  he  is  aware  now — that  in  those 
cases  there  is  no  preliminary  examina- 
tion before  a  magistrate.  At  present 
you  will  have  your  private  inquiries,  and 
then  you  will  have  your  summary  pro- 
cedure and  commit  a  man  for  six  months, 
possibly.  What  I  want  to  provide  is 
that  the  accused  shall  have  the  means 
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of  access  to,  and  take  the  statements  of, 
those  persons  you  have  privately  exa- 
mined. In  future,  before  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  gives  lessons  in 
English  law,  I  hope  ho  will  get  up  his 
own  task  a  little  bit  better.  With  re- 
gard to  the  second  point,  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Qentleman  is  entirely  wrong. 
I  am  quite  aware  that  it  is  part  of  the 
elementary  procedure  of  the  Criminal 
Law  of  this  country  that,  before  a  man 
is  committed  for  trial  for  an  indictable 
offence  to  be  tried  by  a  jury,  there  is  a 
preliminary  in viBstigation  before  a  magis- 
trate. That  is  what  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  referred  to;  but  it 
has  been  known  in  the  history  of  the 
Criminal  Law  of  this  country  that  with- 
out a  preliminary  examination  witnesses 
have  been  obtained,  and  obtained 
secretly,  by  the  prosecution.  There 
have  been  oases  in  which,  after  pre- 
liminary examination  before  a  magis- 
trate, after  the  cross-examination  to 
which  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman referred,  you  have  found  two  or 
three  witnesses,  you  have  taken  their 

g recognition  in  a  secret  manner,  and  you 
ave  immediately  locked  them  up  in 
prison,  and  then  there  is  no  examination 
after  that.  I  know  you  give  notice;  but 
I  want  more  than  that.  From  what  I 
have  seen  of  them  in  this  Bill  I  am 
entirely  distrustful  of  the  Government. 
Mr.  Courtney,  every  safeguard  ought  to 
be  put  on  the  operation  of  this  infamous 
clause ;  and  unless  there  is  some  more 
clear  explanation  from  my  right  hon. 
and  learned  Instructor  on  the  Govern- 
ment Bench  I  shall  press  my  Amend- 
ment to  a  Division. 

Mb.  holmes  :  I  think  I  must  give 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Anderson)  a  little  more  instruction  on 
the  subject.  Upon  what  authority  does 
he  suppose  that  prisoners  or  witnesses 
are  to  be  locked  up  in  prison  ?  I  think 
that  if  there  was  anything  of  which  the 
Committee  was  satisfied  it  was  this — that 
a  magistrate  had  no  power  whatever, 
after  the  evidence  was  taken,  to  do  other 
than  dismiss  the  men  to  their  homes. 
What  does  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man mean  by  locking  up  in  prison ;  what 
does  he  mean  by  saying  we  can  put  a 
whole  country  side  in  prison  ?  Certainly 
he  does  distrust  the  Government  of  Ire- 
land very  much  if  he  thinks  there  is  a 
wish  in  this  country  to  look  up  men  in 
prison  without  any  law,  when  the  result 

JI/>.  Anderson 


would  be  that  every  man  so  locked  up 
must  inevitably  get  the  very  heaviest 
damages.  It  seems  to  me  that  when 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  talks 
about  persons  being  locked  up  in  prison 
without  lawful  authority  he  is  simply 
trifling  with  the  Committee. 

Mr.  ANDERSON :  I  am  beginning 
to  feel  that  I  must  assume  the  position 
of  tutor,  instead  of  that  of  pupil.  I  never 
suggested  for  a  moment  that  a  witness 
was  to  be  locked  up  because  of  his 
evidence.  [^Criee  0/  **  Oh,  oh  !  "1  Cer- 
tainly not.  I  am  suggesting  tihat,  by 
the  course  of  proceeding  you  are  going 
to  adopt,  you  will  take  up  a  great  num- 
ber of  people,  and  obtain  evidence  from 
them  which  a  prisoner  will  not  be  able 
to  see.  It  is  perfectly  evident  that  men 
will  be  taken  out  of  their  cells  and  exa- 
mined at  these  private  inquiries.  That 
is  the  kind  of  examination  I  was  re- 
ferring to. 

Mb.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  I  am 
sorry  I  cannot  congratulate  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  upon  the  success  of  the  method 
he  has  adopted  in  dealing  with  this 
Amendment.  I  do  not  think  that 
method  of  controversy  will  at  all  tend  to 
advance  the  progress  of  Business.  Now, 
the  Amendment  which  is  before  us  pro- 
vides that  every  witness  for  the  Crown 
shall,  if  the  accused  so  desire  it,  be  sub- 
jected to  examination  by  the  aooused 
person,  and  that,  in  case  of  its  being 
intended  to  call  a  witness,  10  days' 
notice  shall  be  given  to  the  accused. 
Now,  the  answer  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  is 
that  the  proposition  is  wholly  unnecessary. 
Unnecessary,  because  the  witnesses  were 
produced  at  the  preliminary  proceedings 
in  open  Court  previous  to  the  oommittal 
for  trial,  and  that  on  that  occasion  the 
prisoner  was  entitled  to  cross-examine. 
Does  he  mean  to  say  that  every  witness 
who  is  examined  at  a  trial  for  a  criminal 
offence  is  produced  at  the  preliminary 
examination  before  a  man  is  committed 
for  trial  ?  Wo  know  perfectly  well  that 
such  is  not  the  case.  We  know  that  the 
process  in  Ireland  very  often  is  this — that 
one  of  the  Besident  Magistrates,  or 
Orange  land'  agents,  bring  forward  one 
or  two  flimsy  witnesses  whose  evidence  is 
quite  enough  to  get  a  man  sent  to  triiJ, 
and  that  at  the  trial  a  whole  body  of 
really  substantial  witnesses  are  sprung 
upon  the  accused.  This  is  what  we  desire 
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to  prevent.  We  wish  to  prevent  you,  after  \ 
a  man  has  heen  committed  for  trial, 
taking  privately  other  witnesses,  be- 
eanse  it  is  perfectly  obvious  that  the 
prisoner  will  have  no  opportunity  what- 
ever to  examine  or  cross-examine  those 
witnesses  until  he  stands  in  the  dock 
and  takes  his  trial,  possibly  before  a 
Northern  Orange  jury.  I  suppose  this 
Committee  assumes  that  the  accused,  by 
himself  or  solicitor,  is  entitled  to  see 
and  examine  witnesses.  I  recollect  a 
civil  case  in  which  the  plaintiff  was  a 
gentleman  of  very  infamous  name  and 
character — ^Mr.  (George  Bolton.  He  not 
only  robbed  his  wife  of  a  large  sam  of 
money,  but  he  also  had  the  distinguished 
record  of  having  seduced  her  servant 
girl  of  20  years  of  age.  His  conduct 
was  severely  reported  upon  by  an  Eng- 
lish Judge ;  but,  in  spite  of  his  pecca- 
dilloes, he  retained  three  Qovernment 
offices — ^I  recollect  a  case  in  which  this 

gentleman  was  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  W. 
'Brien  defendant ;  the  case  was  sent  by 
the  Queen's  Bench  to  be  tried  before  an 
Orange  jury  in  Antrim.  I  wished  to 
examine  one  of  the  witnesses  for  the 
defence  ;  but  this  witness,  however,  I 
found  guarded  by  a  number  of  police- 
men. In  attempting  to  take  the  evidene 
of  this  witness  I  was  arrested  and 
brought  to  gaol.  Now,  this  was  a  civil 
proceeding;  Mr.  W.  O'Brien  was  charged 
with  no  offence  except  the  offence  of 
having  said  the  truth  as  to  this  infamous 
blackguard,  who  still  retained  three  Qo- 
vernment offices.  I  wonder  whether 
the  Committee  really  knows  in  what 
manner  Crown  witnesses  are  dealt  with 
in  Ireland.  A  Crown  witness— especially 
if  he  is  an  informer — is  taken  outside 
Dublin  and  kept  there,  provided  with 
pocket  money.  The  Crown  officials  go 
out  from  time  to  time  to  teach  him  the 
story  he  is  to  tell  in  the  witness-box,  and 
no  one  sees  that  witness  until  he  is  pro- 
duced in  Court  under  escort.  These  are 
the  reasons  why  we  think  the  Amend- 
mmt  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 

SMr.  Anderson)  should  be  adopted,  and 
1  must  say  that  the  reply  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  was  not,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
very  ingenuous. 

Mn.  O'DOHERTT  (Donegal,  N.) :  I 
think  the  Committee  would  be  well  ad- 
vised to  refer  again  to  the  second  Pro- 
viso inserted.  The  language  of  that 
Frofviao  cMiIy  means  the  case  of  a  person 


returned  for  trial,  and  I  think  we  are  very 
much  obliged  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  who  moved  this  Amendment 
(Mr.  Anderson)  for  calling  attention  to 
the  utterly  unprotected  state  of  a  person 
accused  of  crime  and  tried  summarily 
for  what  is  not  an  indictable  offence. 
Now,  in  that  Proviso,  if  a  man  Is  sent 
forward  to  be    defended  by  an    able 
counsel,  before  a  Judge  who  would  be 
certain,  or  who  it  is  presumed  would  be 
certain,  to  see  that  the  man  got  fair  play, 
copies  of  the  depositions  taken  in  secret 
would  be  handed  to  the  counsel;  but 
where  he  is  to  be  tried  summarily,  pre- 
sumably without  the  advice  of  counsel — 
where  he  is  to  be  tried  having  only  such 
legal  assistance  as  may  be  at  hand  at 
very  distant  parts  of  the  country — no 
provision  is  made  for  handing  the  depo* 
sitions  over.    I  would  now,  at  this  stage 
even,  ask  the  Government  whether  they 
intend  that  a  person  should  be  charged, 
tried,  and  sentenced  for  what  is  really  an 
indictable  offence  without  having  at  his 
trial  every  means  of  defending  himself 
properly  ?    The  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  is  one  which  ought 
to  appeal  with  double  force  to  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland ;  for  he  said,  when 
we  asked  that  prisoners  should  be  sup- 
plied with  copies  of  the  depositions — * '  Be- 
member,  if  you  do  get  them,  that  we  also 
will  have  the  right  to  use  them  for  the 
purpose  of  cross-examining  the  witness 
if  he  goes  back  on  his  statement.''     He 
did  not  exactly  put  it  in  these  words, 
but  he  meant  what  is  sauce  for  the  goose 
is  sauce  for  the  gander.  I  ask  the  Eepre- 
sentatives  of  the  Crown  whether  they 
will,  on  report  even,  agree  to  give  a  pri 
soner  tried  summarily  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  the   depositions?    I  think  that 
would  go  a  long  way  to  meet  the  case 
which  the   hon.  and    learned    Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Anderson)  has  put  forward. 
I  think  the  Committee  will  agree  that 
a  prisoner  tried  summarily  should  have 
the  same  rights  as  if  he  were  tried  at 
Assize  before  a  Judge  and  jury,  and  his 
counsel  was  provided  for  his  defence. 
There  are  cases — and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  very  properly  mentioned  them 
— in  which  witnesses  are  brought  forward 
against  the  accused  whose  depositions 
have  not  been  taken  in  his  presence,  of 
whose  statements  he  knows  nothing,  and 
whom  he  has  had  no  opportunity  of  ex- 
amining.    There  are  cases  frequently 

^Eighth  Night.'', 


367 


CrimmMlZaw 


{COMMONS}    Amenimimi  (JMmd)  BOL     966 


happening  in  wldchy  in  oonBeqnenee 
of  some  charge  against  the  witneaaee 
themselves,  thej  are  not  accessible  or 
are  actoally  kept  in  custody,  rerj  often 
lor  the  purpose  of  prerenting  them  being 
spoken  to  hy  others  upon  the  case.  I 
submit  that  for  all  these  reasons  some 
assurance  should  be  giren  us  that  the 
Qovemment  will^  at  least,  accept  the 
spirit  of  the  hon*  and  learned  Qentle 
man's  Amendment. 

CoLOKEL  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  Up 
to  the  present  time  the  debate  upon  this 
Amendment  has  been  conducted  exdu- 
sivelv  by  legal  Gentlemen.  I  think  it 
will  oe  acknowledged  that  we  haye  been 
treated  to  some  pretty  fencing  by  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes).  Certainly 
that  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
confused  me,  and  I  haye  no  doubt  he 
confused  a  great  many  hon.  Members  on 
his  own  side  of  the  House.  The  ordinary 
spirit  of  all  English  law,  even  of  a  court 
martial,  is  that  the  defence  should  be 
placed,  at  least,  on  an  equality  with  the 

Erosecution;  that  the  defence  should 
ave  the  same  power  of  knowing  what 
is  going  on  as  the  prosecution.  That 
is  obviously  fair.  In  a  ffood  many  cases, 
certainly  in  most  murder  cases,  counsel 
for  the  prosecution  even  go  further,  they 
even  show  their  brief  to  the  defence,  and 
do  not  expect  the  defence  to  show  their 
brief  to  them.  Under  this  clause  the 
Government  will  be  able  to  see  all  the 
witnesses  they  want  and  examine  them 
secretly ;  but  the  defence  will  not  know 
witnesses  have  been  examined.  In  this  way 
the  prosecution  will  possess  an  enormous 
advantage  over  the  defence.  Now,  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Elgin 
and  Nairn  (Mr.  Anderson)  proposes  an 
Amendment  which  will  put  the  defence 
again  upon  an  equality  with  the  prose- 
cution. In  reply  to  the  Amendment  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  made  a  very  clever  speech, 
but  I  think  it  was  more  ingenious  than 
clever.  He  said—*'  Oh,  yes ;  you  are  on 
an  equality.  Under  the  present  circum- 
stances, witnesses  are  taken  up  before 
magistrates  before  trial,  and  the  defence 
can  cross-examine  the  witnesses.''  But, 
as  was  very  properly  pointed  out  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Elg^n  and 
Nairn,  the  case  is  quite  changed,  be- 
cause the  whole  object  of  this  Bill  is  to 
hand  over  the  trial  from  a  jury  to  a 
magistrate.  What  we  contend,  and  what 
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no  doubt  is  the  fact*  is  tiiat,  besides 
transferring  these  cases  from  a  jury  to  a 
magistrate,  yon  are  obtaining  a  most  un- 
fair adyantage  in  gettingholdof  witnesses 
beforehand,  and  having  an  opportanity 
of  taking  down  their  evidence,  while  the 
defence  are  in  utter  ignorance  as  to  the 
evidence  of  which  you  are  possessed.  I 
can  certainly  see  what  the  custom  in 
Irelimd  will  be.  A  great  many  witnesses, 
after  being  examined,  will  say  no  more 
about  their  examination,  and  the  defence 
will  never  know  that  these  witnesses 
haye  been  examined  at  all  until  they  are 
brought  up  in  Court,  unless  some  safe- 
guard such  as  this  Amendment  provides 
is  adopted.  Now,  I  think  that  in  oom- 
mon  fairness  the  Government  ought  to 
introduce  some  provision  by  which  the 
defence  will  be  once  more  restored  to  an 
equality  with  the  prosecution,  and  will 
be  able  to  know  before  the  trial  what 
are  the  depositions  of  the  witnesses,  and 
will  haye  an  opportunity  of  calling  the 
witnesses  and  cross-examining  them.  I 
support  this  Amendment,because  I  think 
that  without  it  you  are  departing  from 
the  ordinary  principles  of  Engli^  law 
in  not  allowing  the  defence  the  same 
advantages  which  you  allow  to  the 
prosecution. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork): 
What  we  want  to  have  done,  Mr. 
Courtney,  is  this — ^in  the  case  of  all  wit- 
nesses examined  for  the  prosecution  the 
solicitor  for  the  defence  ought,  some 
time  before  the  trial  takes  place,  to  haye 
an  opportunity  of  cross-examining  them 
and  ascertaining  what  they  have  to  say. 
But,  as  soon  as  this  is  proposed,  the  right 
hon.and  learned  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land, with  a  great  air  of  triumph.pounces 
on  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Member  for  Elgin  and  Nairn  (Mr.  An- 
derson), and  charges  him  with  knowing 
nothing  at  all  about  what  he  is  speaking 
of,  and  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman g^es  on  to  say  that  the  existing 
law  ^ves  the  solicitor  to  the  prisoner  all 
the  rights  and  powers  which  me  Amend- 
ment asks  for.  But  what  is  the  fact  ? 
We  proposed,  in  an  earlier  Amendment 
to  this  Bill,  that  the  power  of  holding 
secret  inquiries  under  this  clause  should 
cease  the  moment  any  man  was  made 
amenable— that  once  a  prisoner  had 
been  arrested  and  charged  with  the 
offence,  there  and  then  any  further  ex- 
amination of  witnesses  should  take  plaoe 
in  the  ordinary  way  in  the  presence  of 
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the  prisoner,  and  that  once  the  prisoner 
was  arrested,  all  power  of  secret  inquiry 
nnder  this  clause  should  cease.  The 
GoYemment  refused  that  Amendment. 
They  insisted  on  keeping  in  their  hands 
the  power  of  holding  a  secret  inquiry 
at  any  moment  down  to  the  trial  of  the 
prisoner ;  and  now  we  may  have  this 
state  of  aflfairs  arise,  that  this  secret 
inquiry  may  be  held  long  after  the  pri- 
soner has  been  returned  for  trial.  Fresh 
witnesses  may  be  obtained  whom  he  may 
have  no  opportunity  of  cross-examining 
at  all.  The  GoYernment  haYO  delibe- 
rately resenred  to  themselYOS  this  power 
of  getting  fresh  witnesses,  and  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  has  the  audacity — ^for  I  can  de- 
scribe his  conduct  in  no  other  terms — to 
get  up  and  tell  the  House  that  the  pri- 
soner would  under  the  existing  law 
haYe  this  power  which  it  is  proposed 
to  confer  by  the  present  Amend- 
ment. Now,  Mr.  Courtney,  let  there 
be  no  mistake  about  this  matter.  It 
is  quite  conceivable  that  sufficient  evi- 
dence might  be  obtained  against  a 
prisoner  to  return  him  for  trial.  It  is 
quite  possible  that  on  the  evidence  so 
obtained  the  prisoner  might  be  returned 
for  trial,  and  that  after  he  had  been  so 
returned  for  trial  the  Government  might, 
by  means  of  the  machinery  of  this  clause, 
find  it  in  their  power  to  eet  fresh  evi- 
dence, and  to  have  fresh  witnesses 
whose  evidence  might  be  of  the  most 
vital  and  material  nature,  and  the 
mi8oner>  solicitor  and  counsel  might  not 
nave  the  smallest  opportunity  of  cross- 
examination.  That  being  so,  is  it  not 
monstrous  that  when  we  propose  that, 
should  this  clause  be  oppressive  and 
effectiYe  in  that  manner,  the  prisoner's 
lolicitar  should  have  the  right  of  having 
these  witnesses  before  him  and  of  cross- 
examining  them,  so  as  to  know  exactly 
what  they  have  got  to  say — ^is  it  not 
monstrouSy  I  ask,  that  when  we  propose 
this  the  Irish  Attorney  General  should 
get  op  and  say  we  have  such  a  power 
abeaify?  I  tell  him  we  have  no  such 
power.  Like  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Qentleman  himself,  I  have  been  con- 
cerned in  a  number  of  cases  in  which, 
Biibseanentl;^^  to  the  prisoner  being  re- 
toniea  for  tnal,  most  important  witnesses 
have  been  obtained,  and  under  the  ex- 
Istiog  law  there  is  no  machinery  what- 
ever tor  enabling  the  evidence  to  be 
sifted  bj  any  cross-examination  on  the 


?art  of  the  solicitor  of  the  prisoner* 
was  defending  a  prisoner  on  a  charge 
of  murder,  and  almost  on  the  eve  of  the 
trial,  three  months  after  the  prisoner  had 
been  returned  for  trial,  evidence  of  the 
most  vital  and  important  nature  was 
given  by  a  fresh  witness  never  examined 
before,  and  the  prisoner  had  to  go  to  the 
trial  on  this  awful  charge  without  his 
solicitor  having  had  the  smallest  op- 
portunity of  testing  the  value  of  that 
evidence  and  sifting  it  in  the  manner  in 
which  cross-examination  alone  would 
enable  us  to  sift  it.  Is  it  fair  that  when 
we  get  up  and  make  this  most  reason* 
able  demand,  that  in  cases  where  the 
action  of  this  clause  allows — after  the 
prisoner  has  been  returned  for  trial — the 
acquisition  of  some  fresh  evidence  by 
means  of  this  secret  inquiry — is  it  fair 
that  when  we  ask  that  these  new 
witnesses  shall  be  offered  for  cross- 
examination  we  should  be  met,  first,  by 
a  really  uncandid  statement  of  what  the 
existing  law  is,  and  secondly  by  a  direct 
negative  of  the  Amendment  ?  It  is  a 
most  unfair  proceeding,  and  I  challenge 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  to  get 
up  and  say  that  the  state  of  things  I 
have  suggested  is  not  possible,  and  to 
say  whether  in  fact  if  the  clause  be 
passed  in  its  present  shape  it  is  not 
merely  possible  but  probable.  What  is 
the  value  of  this  secret  inquiry  unless  it 
tends  to  get  fresh  witnesses  ?  Why  do 
the  Government  retain  the  power  of 
continuing  these  secret  inquiries  after 
the  prisoner  has  been  returned  for  trial, 
and  up  to  the  very  moment  of  trial,  un- 
less in  the  meantime  they  hope  to  be 
enabled  to  get  fresh  witnesses  not  ex- 
amimed  before,  and  whom,  therefore, 
the  prisoner's  solicitor  has  had  no  op- 
portunity of  cross-examining  ?  I  quite 
grant  that  in  an  ordinary  case,  where 
all  the  witnesses  are  known  to  the  Crown 
at  the  time  of  the  examination  before  a 
magistrate — ^I  quite  grant  that  what 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  says  is  right,  because,  of  course, 
in  that  case  the  prisoner's  solicitor  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  cross-exami- 
nation. But  the  point  is,  that,  under  this 
clause,  a  fresh  machinery  is  provided  for 
finding  fresh  witnesses,  even  up  to  the 
moment  of  the  trial.  Let  us  have  a 
dear  understanding  on  this  matter.  Do 
the  Government  insist  that  the  prisoner 
will  have  to  go  into  Oourt  without  any 
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opportuoitj  of  cross-examination  ?  Do 
tney  insist  that  in  cases  of  tlie  very 
erayest  kind  where  a  man's  life  and 
Uberty  are  concerned  in  the  most  serious 
manner,  the  prisoner  shall  take  his  trial 
and  place  himself  on  his  countrymen 
without  any  opportunity  of  sifting  the 
witnesses  who  are  sworn  to  give  fresh 
evidence?  Such  a  proceeding  is  unfair 
in  the  highest  degree.  The  Amendment 
is  most  necessary  and  most  cogent,  and 
I  do  trust  that  some  further  concession 
will  be  made  by' the  Gbvemment. 

Mr.  storey  (Sunderland) :  I  hare 
not  heretofore  intervened  in  these  dis- 
cussions, Mr.  Oourtney,  but  I  wish  to 
say  a  word  on  this  point  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  (Sir  Bichard 
Webster),  who,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  has 
not  been  in  the  House  for  a  while.  I 
have  been  a  good  deal  absent  from  the 
House  of  late  myself,  having  been  un- 
well ;  but  I  sat  in  the  country  puzzling 
myself  as  to  how  it  was  that  the  GK>- 
vernment  got  on  so  slowly  with  their 
Bill.  But  I  have  now  discovered  the 
reason,  and  it  is  this — that  when  a  blot 
in  the  Bill  is  pointed  out  to  them,  they 
do  not  in  a  common-sense  English  way 
admit  the  blot,  and  try  to  get  rid  of  it ; 
but  they  leave  it  to  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  to  utter  the 
most  disingenuous  observations.  I  see 
the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
for  England  present,  and  he  does  not 
seem  to  agree  with  my  criticism  upon 
his  Irish  Colleague.  Well,  I  am  an 
Englishman  myself,  and  so  is  he,  and  I 
will  put  to  the  hon.  and  learned  At- 
torney General  for  England  the  case 
which  has  been  made  out.  I  do  not 
quite  agree  with  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Member  for  Elgin  and  Nairn 
(Mr.  Anderson).  He  seemed  to  argue, 
at  first,  that  all  prisoners  under  this 
clause  would  not  have  the  opportunity 
of  seeing  the  depositions ;  but  he  after- 
wards, on  consideration,  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  in  cases  that  were  sent 
for  trial  the  prisoner  and  his  solicitor 
would  see  the  depositions.  Well,  the 
point  I  want  to  put  is — ^that  under  this 
Bill  you  are  going  to  try  a  number  of 
prisoners  summarily,  who,  under  the 
general  law,  would  be  tried  in  a  Superior 
Court.  Now,  before  a  trial  in  a  Su- 
perior Court  there  would  be  a  prelimi- 
nary examination  before  a  magistrate, 
and  a  cross-examination  by  the  prisoner's 
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representative.    Well,  now,  Mr  Court- 
ney, I  have  sat  in  a  Court  myself  and 
taken  a  good  many  of  these  depositions, 
and  I  have  noticed  one  thing,  that  the 
deposition  as  sot  out  by  the  witness  upon 
his  examination  in  chief  is  one  thing ; 
but  the  deposition  when  it  finally  took 
shape  after  cross-examination  by  the 
prisoner's  solicitor,  and  after  re-exami- 
nation, was  entirely  a  different  thing. 
Well,  now  you  say  that  the  deposition 
would  be  handed  to  the  accused.   What 
deposition  ?  A  deposition  without  cross- 
examination  ?    What  is  cross-examina- 
tion for  ?    Why,  I  have  known  20  cases 
where,  by  cross-examination,  most  valu- 
able  hints   have   been    given   to  the 
prisoner  for  use  at  the  trial.    But  here 
is  a  man  not  going  to  have  two  chances 
— he  is  going  to  have  only  one  chance. 
He  is  to  be  tried  before  two  magistrates, 
perhaps  not  very  much  to  be  depended 
upon  for  justice  to  him.    He  is  to  be 
tned  before  them,  and  he  is  to  be  con- 
fronted by  witnesses  whom  he  has  never 
before  had   the  opportunity  of  cross- 
examining,  and  from  whom  therefore  he 
could  not  get  the  valuable  hints  which 
he  might  have  used  at  his  trial.    He  is 
therefore  to  be  worse  off  than  under  the 
ordinary  law.    Is  the  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  for  England  going  to 
make  these  men  worse  off?    That  is  not 
fair.  I  will  make  a  suggestion  to  the 
Government.   I  hope  that  they  will  in 
some    degree    accept  the  Amendment 
proposed.   I  want  to  get  this  Bill  out  of 
the  way.   I  am  not  an  Irish  Member ;  X 
am  an  English  Member,  and  I  am  utterly 
sick  of  this  Bill,  and  of  the  Government 
which  is  proposing  it.     I  do  not  know 
whether  they  nave  noticed  it  or  not,  but 
I  have  never  taken  the  trouble  to  come 
and  oppose  them.    I  want  them  to  get 
their  Bill,  and  use  it  from  my  point  of 
view.    I  am  not  opposing  them  now, 
but  I  suggest  that  they  should  put  these 
people  in  the  same  position  that  they 
would  be  in  if  they  were  going  to  l>e 
tried  in  a  Superior  Court.     For  that 
purpose  they  might  give  them  the  rig^Kt 
to  see  and  cross-examine  the  witnesses 
before  the  trial,  so  that  they  might  ^et 
the  same  valuable  hints  for  their  guicl* 
ance  which  they  would  under  the  ordi- 
nary law.    My  suggestion  is,  that  they 
should  take  the  Amendment,  and,  after 
the  word  ''charge,"  should  insert  tHe 
words  ''  where    the     case    is    to     l>e 
dealt    with    summarily."    limit     tho 
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Amendment  to  that.  Then  I  would 
alter  the  10  days.  I  think  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  would  admit 
that  it  is  not  possible  in  all  cases  to  keep 
to  that.  The  prosecution  might  get  im- 
portant evidence  three  days  before  the 
trial,  and  would  be  precluded  from 
bringing  it  in,  or  else  would  have  to 
adjourn  the  trial,  and  would  suggest  that 
he  limits  the  number  of  days  to  three. 
I  would  ask  the  hon.  and  learned  Attor- 
ney General  if  in  England  that  would  not 
be  reckoned  a  fair  thing?  If  so,I  beg  him, 
as  an  Englishman,  proud  of  English  Law, 
to  do  the  same  thing  in  Ireland.  I  beg 
to  move  as  an  Amendment  to  the 
Amendment,  the  insertion  of  the  words 
"  where  the  case  is  to  be  dealt  with 
summarily,"  after  the  word  **  charge." 
If  that  is  carried,  I  will  move  to  strike 
out  "ten,"  and  insert  "three." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said 
proposed  Amendment,  after  the  word 
"charge,"  to  insert  the  words  "where 
the  case  is  to  be  dealt  with  summarily." 
— (Jfr.  Storey.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  proposed 
Amendment." 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  :  This 
Amendment  is  exceedingly  important, 
Mr.  Courtney.  In  the  important  speech  of 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sunder- 
land (Mr.  Storey),  he  almost  understated 
the  s^ngth  of  our  case,  and  has  not  yet 
folly  appreciated  the  injustice  which  is 
to  be  done.  He  seemed  to  think  the 
only  injustice  to  be  done  to  the  prisoner 
would  be  that  he  would  be  denied  the 
opportunity  of  cross-examining  the  wit- 
nesses before  his  trial.  But  that  is  not 
at  all  what  is  complained  of.  What  we 
complain  of  is  this,  that  under  the 
action  of  this  clause,  in  a  case  where  a 
prisoner  would  be  tried  before  a  Court 
of  Summary  Jurisdiction,  and  who 
would  otherwise  be  brought  before  a 
Judge  and  a  jury  under  an  indictment, 
he  woold  be  brought  face  to  face  in 
Gomt  with  the  witnesses,  and  would 
have  no  opportunity  of  knowing  what 
eridence  they  were  going  to  give  at  all. 
Not  only  would  he  have  no  opportunity 
<tf  eross-examining  them  and  altering 
tiieir  d^ositions,  but  he  would  not  know 
mntii  tiiey  were  produced  what  the  class 
of  evidence  was — he  would  not  have  the 
lasat  inlrlittg  or  idea  of  it.  That  is  a 
mneh  stKAger  case  than  even  the  hon. 


Member  for  Sunderland  has  submitted. 
And  not  only  is  that  the  case,  but  the 
prisoner  would,  by  the  operation  of  these 
clauses,  be  deprived  at  one  and  the  same 
time  of  the  protection  of  a  jury,  and  also 
of  certain  rights  which  he  would  have 
had  if  he  was  going  before  a  jury.  He 
would  not  on^  be  committed  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  a  Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction,  but  he  would  be  handed 
over  deprived  of  certain  facilities  for  de- 
fence which  he  would  have  had  before  a 
jury.  A  stronger  case  of  injustice  cannot 
possibly  be  made  out.  What  we  cannot 
understand  is,  what  is  the  motive  of  the 
Government  in  refusing  an  Amendment 
of  this  kind  ?  Do  they  want  it  to  go 
farther  than  that  in  these  cases  of  sum- 
mary jurisdiction?  So  great  is  their 
greed  to  get  convictions  that  they  will 
not  allow  a  man  the  common  ordinary 
means  of  defence.  Do  they  not  know 
perfectly  well  that  in  many  cases  a  poor 
man  may  not  be  able  to  get  the  assist- 
ance of  counsel  ?  I  am  not  at  all  sure 
that  even  another  and  more  serious  dis- 
ability will  not  be  placed  on  them. 
We  know  that  in  the  case  of  some  of 
these  poor  people  it  is  the  custom  of  the 
Judge  to  rule  that  they  shall  have 
assigned  to  them  professional  assistance 
at  the  expense  of  the  Crown,  where  they 
cannot  themselves  pay  for  it.  So  far  as 
we  have  gone  in  the  Bill,  we  do  not 
know  but  what  the  prisoner  is  to  be 
handed  over  to  to  this  Court  deprived  of 
the  protection  of  a  jury,  deprived  of  the 
knowledge  he  would  have  before  a  jury 
of  the  character  of  the  evidence  against 
him,  and  deprived  also,  if  a  poor  man, 
of  the  assistance  which  it  is  the  universal 
custom  of  Criminal  Courts  to  afford  to 
poor  men  brought  for  trial.  I  want  to 
ask,  is  the  attitude  of  the  Government 
in  this  a  fair  and  reasonable  one  ?  What 
do  they  want  to  do  ?  Do  they  want  to 
convict  innocent  or  guilty  men  ?  If 
they  do  not  want  to  convict  innocent 
men,  why  do  they  deny  us  a  simple, 
reasonable,  and  unobjectionable  meems  of 
placing  men  in  the  same  position  and 
giving  them  the  same  advantages  to  get 
up  their  defence  that  they  would  have  if 
the  ordinary  course  of  law  had  been 
followed  ?  Now,  Sir,  I  wish  to  point  out 
also  that  here  we  have  been  for  nearly 
an  hour  debating  a  most  important 
Amendment,  and  during  the  whole 
course  of  that  hour  not  one  single  at- 
tempt at  an  argument  has  been  used 
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from  the  Benches  opposite  to  show  why 
the  Amendment  should  not  be  adopted. 
We  have  heard  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
getting  up  and  making  a  most  prepos- 
terous sneer  at  the  legal  knowledge  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Elgin  and  Nairn,  who 
moved  the  Amendment,  and  who  knows 
just  as  much  of  the  law  as  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  for  Ireland. 
That  may  be  yery  amusing  to  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland ;  but  such  a  line  of  conduct,  ac- 
cording to  my  experience,  invariably  and 
ineyitcu>ly  leads  to  waste  of  time,  because 
where  one  side  think  that  an  Amend- 
ment is  important,  and  the  Government 
treat  their  arguments  with  absolute  con- 
tempt, and  do  not  even  take  the  trouble 
of  endeavouring  to  reply  to  them,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  supporters  of 
the  Amendment  should  try  whether  they 
cannot  compel  some  concession. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  (Elgin  and  Nairn) : 
I  wish  only  to  say,  Mr.  Courtney,  that  I 
hope  the  hon.  Member  for  Sunderland 
(Mr.  Storey)  will  not  press  his  Amend- 
ment, for  I  think  it  would  spoil  the 
effect  of  my  Amendment,  the  purpose  of 
which  is  most  important,  not  only  with 
regard  to  summary  convictions,  but  also 
with  regard  to  trials. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  see  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
on  the  pounce ;  but  I  think  it  would  be 
unfit  to  have  this  discussion  closed  by 
the  cloture,  though  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman looks  like  it.  We  have  had  from 
the  Government,  I  may  say,  not  one 
single  word  of  argument  in  this  discus- 
sion ;  but  I  do  think,  with  regard  to  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sunderland  (Mr.  Storey),  that  we  are 
entitled  to  some  answer.  I  will  say  no 
more  than  that ;  and  if  the  Government 
like  they  can  now  move  the  cloture. 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
I  think,  Mr.  Courtney,  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Sunderland 
would  have  the  effect  of  injuring  the 
original  Amendment;  because,  while 
the  original  Amendment,  as  it  stands, 
applies  not  only  to  oases  of  summary 
junsdiction,  but  to  oases  for  trial  at  the 
Assizes  and  at  the  Quarter  Sessions  as 
well,  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sunderland  would  confine  the 
protection  proposed  to  be  afforded  to 
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cases  of  summary  junsdiction  alone. 
Now,  Sir,  I  think  it  is  quite  necessary 
to  protect  persons  who  are  returned  for 
trial  at  the  Assizes  from  haviag  wit- 
nesses brought  up  against  them  at  the 
trial  without  previous  notice.  There- 
fore, Sir,  I  would  respectfully  suggest 
to  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Sunderland  that  he  would  allow  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Elgin  and  Nairn  (Mr. 
Anderson)  to  go  as  it  stands,  and  to  be 
decided  on  its  merits ;  and  I  hope.  Sir, 
that  even  now,  after  this  discussion,  the 
Government  will  see  their  way  to  accept 
the  reasonableness  of  that  Amendment, 
which  is  really  brought  forward  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  that  persons  shall 
not  have  evidence  which  has  been  taken 
in  secret  produced  against  them  with- 
out any  previous  notice.  I  am  sure  the 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  for 
England  would  not  think  of  tolerating 
any  injustice  of  that  kind  in  this  coim- 
try ;  and  that  being  so,  why  should  he 
allow  the  possibility  of  its  being  carried 
on  in  Ireland?  The  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  should  come  to  our 
protection  in  this  case,  and  save  us  from 
the  cock- sparrow  intellect  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland. 

Mb.  STOEEY  :  I  moved  mj  Amend- 
ment,  Mr.  Courtney,  for  this  reason. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
assured  us  that  in  all  cases  sent  for 
trial  the  prisoner,  or  his  representatives, 
would  have  the  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  witnesses  beforehand.  I  therefore 
proposed  my  Amendment  limiting  the 
original  Amendment  to  cases  dealt  with 
summarily.  Of  course,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  cannot  deny 
it,  or  he  would  have  done  so,  but  in 
these  oases  the  prisoner  who,  under  the 
ordinary  law,  would  have  a  chance  of 
seeing  the  depositions  beforehand,  will 
not  have  such  an  opportunity.  Under 
this  new  summary  jurisdiction  he  will 
not  have  the  chance  of  examining  the 
witnesses  beforehand.  To  that  proposi- 
tion of  mine,  and  to  the  speech  I  made 
in  support  of  it,  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 
does  not  do  me  the  compliment  of  say- 
ing a  single  word.  I  thank  him  for  lua 
courtesy,  and  I  can  assure  him  that  it- 
that  is  the  way  in  which  the  Government 
propose  to  treat  independent  Members, 
when  once  in  a  way  th^  Uiink  fit  to  makoi 
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a  BuggestioD,  there  is  a  strange  lack  of 
the  old  courtesies  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  I  think,  Mr.  Gourtn^,  I  can 
suggest  a  compromise,  which  I  would 
advise  mj  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Member  for  Elgin  and  Nairn  (Mr.  Ander- 
son) to  accept.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  knows  very  well  that, 
according  to  the  Proviso  of  the  1st  sub- 
section of  this  Bill,  the  prisoner  is  en- 
titled to  a  copy  of  the  depositions  when 
returned  for  trial.  Does  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  see  any  ob- 
jection to  the  prisoner  getting  the  same 
thing  in  oases  of  summary  jurisdiction? 
[No  reply.]  I  really  think  that  the 
condact  of  the  Qt)vemment  is  going  be- 
yond all  bounds.  I  spoke  for  about  30 
seconds,  and  asked  a  Question,  I  hope 
in  coorteous  language ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment are  absolutely  silent.  Under 
these  circumstances  we  certainly  must 
continue  the  discussion. 

Dr.  KENNY  (Cork,  8.):  The  con- 
duct  of  the  Government  makes  it  neces- 
sary tiiat  we  should  take  some  course  of 
a  stronger  character.  I  therefore  beg  to 
move,  Sir,  that  you  do  report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.'' — 
{Dr.  Kmmy.) 

Thb  PEEtST  LOBD  of  thb  TRBA- 
8UBY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster):  I  must  appeal  to  hon. 
Members  opposite.  There  was  a  dis- 
tinct nnderstanding  on  Friday  night, 
when  we  consented  to  report  Progress, 
that  we  should  really  make  progress  to- 
night.   

Mb.  T.  M.  he  ALT :  Hear,  hear !  We 
win  give  you  the  clause  to-night.  We  are 
qaite  ag^reeable. 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  Questions  are 
answered  in  this  House,  but  they  re- 
qnire  to  be  answered  again  and  again, 
and  again.  [Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  :  No.] 
The  &ot  has  been  that,  during  the  course 
of  tiie  debate,  every  Question  raised  has 
been  disposed  of  over  and  over  again. 
I  am  aware  that  hon.  Gentlemen  oppose 
this  Bill  with  all  their  might.  [Mr. 
T.  M.  Hraly:  Not  a  bit.]  But  it  is 
necessary  that  we  should  come  to  a  de- 
emon  on  these  questions,  and  we  do  not 
want  to  answer  over  and  over  again 
matters  which  have  already  been  an- 
swered*    We  eaniiot  accept  the  Amend- 


ment,  and  I  trust  that  hon.  Members 
will  now  be  content  to  go  to  a  Division. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  We  are  quite 
willing  to  act  up  to  the  arrangement 
that  we  entered  into,  in  letter  and  spirit. 
We  are  prepared  to  give  the  Govern- 
ment the  clause  this  evening.  Knowing 
that  that  is  to  be  the  ultimate  issue,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  knows  that  we  are 
as  much  interested  as  he  is  in  bringing 
the  debate  to  as  early  a  close  as  possible. 
It  is  no  pleasure  to  us  to  sit  up  till  2  or 
3  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  reason 
we  insist  in  worrying  the  Government 
with  this  Amendment,  is  that  we  think 
we  have  a  substantial  grievance,  and  we 
make  a  demand  for  a  reasonable  com- 
promise upon  it.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  not  been  so  much  in  the 
Committee  as  I  have,  and  I  quite  agree 
with  him,  that  one  of  the  points  raised 
has  been  discussed  before ;  that  in  my 
remarks  I  altogether  excluded  any  refe- 
rence to  the  point  already  discussed — 
and  raised  an  entirely  new  point.  Will 
the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
consent  to  apply  to  cases  which  are  to  be 
tried  summarily  the  same  privilege  of  a 
deposition  which  has.  been  given  in 
cases  to  be  tried  before  a  superior 
Court  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
RiCHABD  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) :  It 
is  impossible  that  we  should  make  this 
concession  in  the  matter  of  summary 
convictions,  and  for  the  reason  that  it  is 
entirely  foreign  to  the  law  of  both  Eng- 
land and  Ireland.  The  reason  why  the 
concession  was  made  with  regard  to 
trials  by  jury  was  that  there  would  be  a 
hearing  beK>re  committal,  and  it  was 
thought  right  that  the  previous  state- 
ment made  by  the  witnesses  should  be 
in  the  hands  of  those  who  defended  as 
well  as  those  who  prosecuted  at  the 
trial,  in  order,  that  if  those  witnesses 
went  back  from  the  statements  they  had 
made,  counsel  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  cross-examining  them.  That 
has  no  application,  however,  and  is  en- 
tirely foreign  to  cases  of  summary  con- 
viction. 

Mr.  ANDERSON:  No  reason  has 
been  g^ven  by  the  hon.  and  learned  At- 
torney General  for  opposing  this  Amend- 
ment. He  talks  about  something  being 
entirely  foreign  to  summary  jurisdiction, 
but  he  forgets  that  the  Governmeiit  are 
introducing  a  foreign  inquisition,  f  Cries 
of  '* Divide!"]      You   may   call   out 
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'*  Divide/'  but  I  shall  oontinue  this  dis- 
cussion—* 

The  chairman  :  The  Question  now 
before  the  Oommittee  is  the  Question  of 
reporting  Progress. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR:  I  would 
suggest  to  my  hon.  Friend  (Dr.  Kenny) 
that  he  should  withdraw  the  Motion  to 
report  Progress,  so  that  we  can  oontinue 
the  disoussion. 

Db.  KENNY :  I  beg  leave  to  with- 
draw  my  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn, 

Mr.  ANDERSON  (Elgin  and  Nairn) : 
I  will  not  detain  the  Committee  long, 
but  I  must  say  that  it  is  irritating  to  be 
told  that  we  have  been  occupying  time 
about  a  frivolous  Amendment.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  tells  us 
that  we  are  introducing  into  this  discus- 
sion a  foreign  question.  Well,  I  pro- 
test, and  I  hope  we  shall  all  protest  to 
the  last  against  the  introduction  of  the 
foreign  and  hateful  provisions  of  this 
clause. 

Question,  *^  That  those  words  be  in- 
serted in  the  proposed  Amendment," 
put,  and  negatived. 

Question  put, 

**  That  the  words,  *  In  case  of  its  being 
intended  to  call  any  witness  examined  under 
this  section  in  support  of  a  criminal  charge, 
notice  thereof  shall  be  given  to  the  accused 
ten  days  before  the  trial  or  hearing.  The 
accused,  by  himself  or  his  solicitor,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  see  and  examine  such  witness,  and  for 
this  purpose  shall  be  entitled  to  call  for  the  pro- 
duction of  such  witness  at  any  time  and  mace 
in  the  proclaimed  district,  be  there  added.'  " — 
(Mr,  Anderson.) 

The  Oommittee  divided: — ^Ayes  124; 
Noes  219:  Majority  95.— (Div.  List, 
No.  146.) 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Longford,  N.)  : 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  Government 
have  any  objection  to  the  next  Amend- 
ment that  stands  in  my  name.  I  beg  to 
move  it.    This  is  obstruction. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  pag^  2,  at  end,  add— '<  Depositions  taken 
under  this  section  may  be  used  at  any  time  dur- 
ing the  trial  of  an  accused  person  by  the  accused 
or  his  advisers  for  the  purpose  of  cross-examina- 
tion or  comment  upon  discrepancies  or  contra- 
dictions, and  whether  such  cross-examination  or 
comment  relate  to  the  evidence  of  a  witness 
examined  at  such  inquiry,  or  otherwise." — 
{Mr.  T.  M.  Mealy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mr.  4nd&r$on 
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Mb.  HOLMES  refused  to  accept  the 
Amendment. 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  move 
the  next  Amendment  standing  in  my 
name — namely,  to  add  at  end  of 
page  2 — 

''The provisions  of  the  Magistrates  Protec- 
tion Act  shall  not  apply' to  any  magistrate  exer- 
cising powers  under  this  section." 

The  Qovemment  have  been  telling  us 
all  along  that  if  the  magistrates  act  out 
of  their  jurisdiction,  or  improperly,  an 
action  can  always  He  against  them.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  has  waxed 
eloquent  upon  the  actions  that  may  be 
brought  against  magistrates  if  they  act 
improperly,  or  out  of  their  jurisdiction. 
Now,  1  widi  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  provisions  of  the  Magis- 
trates' Protection  Act.  The  measure 
was  passed  in  1849,  in  rather  a  dark 
period  of  British  law  in  regard  to  cri- 
minal matters.  The  1st  section  of  the 
Act  provides  that  any  action  against  a 
magistrate  must  be  brought  as  a  test. 
That  is  a  beautiful  provision.  And  then 
you  must  allege  that  the  act  of  the  magis- 
trate of  which  you  complain  was  done 
maliciously  and  without  reasonable  cause. 
I  should  like  to  put  the  matter  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  for  Eng- 
land, who  certainly — without  any  disre- 
spect to  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attorney  General  for  Lreland— 
whose  ability  andcourtesylamglad  to  ac- 
knowledge—has  shown  us  great  courtesy, 
I  would  ask  him  how  he  would  like  to 
appear  in  an  action  in  which  it  would 
have  to  be  shown  that  the  act  was  done 
maliciously  and  without  reasonable  and 
probable  cause  ?  It  is  an  absurdity  to 
throw  on  a  man  the  necessity  of  proving 
that.  It  could  not  be  proved.  Nobody 
could  show  malice  on  the  part  of  the  ma- 
gistrate, and  nobody  could  show  that  his 
act  was  done  without  reasonable  and  pro- 
per cause.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  S>r  Ireland  will  sooa 
be  in  the  Queen's  Bench,  and  what  aa 
amusing  thing  it  would  be  for  me  to 
argue  before  mm  that  Oaptain  Flunkett 
had  done  a  thing  without  reasonable  or 
probable  cause.  Why,  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  would  ^ing  his 
wig  at  me  at  such  an  extravagant  pro- 
position. He  would  assume — as  a  matter 
of  law — ^that  evezy  magistrate  did  act 
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with  Toaaonable  and  proper  cause. 
Another  section  of  the  Aci  provides  that 
the  proceedings  shall  not  be  ta^en  in 
respect  of  a  conviction,  or  order,  until 
after  the  conviction  or  order  has  been 
quashed.  Then  the  action  must  be 
started  witbin  six  months,  and  notice  of 
the  action  must  be  given  within  one 
month.  I  do  not  see  why  this  Magis- 
trates' Protection  Act,  which  is  38  years 
old,  should  apply.  As  the  Qovemment 
have  been  going  on  all  along  on  the 
pretence  that  a  person  who  has  been 
wronffed  will  have  his  action,  and  as 
they  have  provided  to  have  the  question 
which  the  witness  refuses  to  answer 
stated  in  the  warrant,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  whole  question  of  whether  the 
magistrate  has  done  an  illegal  act  or 
not  might  fairly  be  allowed  to  go  to  the 
jury.  I  do  trust  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances, the  Government  will  say  that 
the  Magistrates'  Protection  Act  shall 
not  app^.  As  all  the  men  who  will  be 
committed  under  this  section  will  pro- 
bably be  very  poor,  I  hope  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  will  see  their  way  to  denude  the 
magistrates  of  this  tmfair  protection, 
which  was  created  before  such  legisla- 
tion as  that  now  before  us  was  ever 
dreamt  of.  English  Members  must  re- 
member that  the  cost  of  defending  these 
actions  will  be  paid  by  the  State.  It  is 
not  like  an  ordinary  case,  where  the  de- 
fendant has  to  defray  the  cost  out  of  his 
own  pocket.  If  an  action  is  brought 
against  a  magistrate  or  the  police  in  be- 
laud, the  Ghyvemment  pay  for  it.  Seeing, 
therefore,  that  the  (Government  have  the 

Surse  of  the  British  Treasury  at  their 
isposal,  and  that  the  magistrates  prac- 
tically cannot  suffer  for  any  tortious  act 
they  may  commit,  I  think  that  some- 
thing like  fair  play  should  be  gpranted  to 
those  who  claim  that  they  have  been 
unjustly  treated.  I  hope  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  see  their  way  to  accept 
the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  2,  at  end,  to  add — "  The  pToyimons 
ol  the  MagiBtrates*  Protection  Act  shall  not 
apply  to  any  magistrate  exercising  powers 
under  this  section.* '—(JTr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Thb  ATTOENEY  general  (Sir 
BiOHABD  Wsbotbr)  (Islo  of  Wight) :  I 
have  listened  with  great  attention  to  the 
arguments   of  the   hon.  and   learned 


Member  (Mr.  T.  M.nealy),andl  am  will- 
ing, I  am  sure,  to  follow  the  example  of 
my  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes), 
and  to  answer  any  arguments  that  are  put 
before  me.  I  cannot  admit,  however,  tnat 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  has  given 
any  reason  why  an  exception  should  be 
made  in  this  case.    I  am  sure  it  was 
quite  unintentional  on  the    hon.    and 
learned  Member's  part,  but  I   do  not 
think  he  has  quite  clearly  brought  be- 
fore the  House  the  distinction  between 
the  two  cases  to  which  he  has  referred. 
If  the  magistrate  has  exercised  his  dis- 
cretion in  a  perfectly   hand  fide  way, 
acting,   at  the  same  time,  within  his 
jurisdiction,  the  Act  provides  that  he 
shall  not  be  held  liable.     If  he  has 
made    a    mistake,   malice    has    to    be 
proved  against  him.    If,  however,  the 
magistrate  has  acted  beyond  his  juris- 
diction, no  such  allegation  as  that  of 
reasonable  and  probable  cause  is  neces- 
sary.   This  was  not  an  Act  passed  for 
the  first  time  in  what  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  calls  the  dark  ages  of 
the  Criminal  Law.    It  was  a  measure 
amendinfl;  a  series  of  Acts,  which  went 
as   far   back   as    10    Charles  I.,    and 
43  Geo.  m.,  whereby  protection  was 
given  to    the   magistrates.     The    Act 
has  been   on   the  Statute  Book  since 
1849,  and  a  similar  Act  in  regard  to 
England  has  been  on  the  Statute  Book 
since  1848.    I  need  not  remind  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  that  there  has  been 
a  series  of  Coercion  Acts  in  which  the 
jurisdiction  of  magistrates  has  been  ex- 
tended.   I  do  not  think  the  hon.  and, 
learned  Gentleman  is  able  to  produce  a 
single  case  in  which  injustice  has  been 
done  by  a  magistrate  acting  maliciously, 
or  outside  his  jurisdiction,  and  there  has 
been  a  failure  to  get  damages  or  justice. 
If  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  can 
show  us  any  case  in  respect  of  which 
there  is  a  reason  why  magistrates  acting 
bond  fide  should  be  made  uable,  and  why 
magistrates  exceeding  their  jurisdiction 
should  not  be  subjected  to  the  same 
liability  as  imder  the  existing  law,  I 
shall  be  glad  to  hear  it.    But  I  think 
that  no  such  case  has  been,  or  can  be, 
produced.    I  do  not  see  why  we  should 
mako  any  alteration  in  the  law  in  the 
manner  proposed. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY(Oork):  I  am 
afraid  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man  the  Attorney  General  (Sir  Bichard 
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Webster)    has    not    quite    accurately 
grasped    the   position    in    which    the 
Amendment  places  the  clause  in  the 
face  of  the  existing  law.    Now,  as  re- 
gards either  condition  of  magistrates — 
he,  on  the  one  hand,  who  acts  within  his 
jurisdiction,  and  he,  on  the  other  hand, 
who  acts  without  his  jurisdiction — which 
comes  under  the  influence  of  the  Jus- 
tices' Protection  Act,  I  think  I  can  show 
that  the  Government  have  either  not 
understood  the  Amendment  of  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy), 
or  they  have  blindly  taken  an  altogether 
and  totally  wrong  view  of  the  matter.  As 
regards  the  first  section  of  the  Act,  I 
may  point  out  to  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  that  the  bulk  of  the  Eepre- 
sentatives  from  Ireland  has  kept  urging 
the  Government  that  the  section  should 
be  administered  by  trained  lawyers  only, 
and  not  by  every  person  incapable  and 
partially  capable  who  might  have  the 
good  fortune  to  get  appointed.    When 
trained  lawyers  are  appointed,  it  will  be 
quite  obvious  to  the  Government  that 
these  gentlemen  will  be  able,  because 
they  know  the  law,  to  act  within  their 
jurisdiction,  and  thus  a  great  number  of 
what  might  turn  out  to  be  very  serious 
mistakes  indeed,  committed  by  incom- 
petent persons,    would    be    altogether 
avoided.    It  is  my  opinion  that  when 
the  Government  can  take  upon  them- 
selves the  serious  responsibility  of  giving 
the  enormous  powers  under  this  section 
to  a  body  of  untrained  men,  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  be  prepared  to  provide 
that,  at  the  very  least,  the  men  who 
accept  the  powers  should  take  the  con- 
sequences of  their  own  ignorance.  Hon. 
Members  on  this  side  of  the  House  have 
kept  asking  the  Government  that  the 
men  upon  whom  this  authority  is  to 
devolve  should  be  lawyers,   and  they 
have  proposed  Amendment  after  Amend- 
ment in  that  direction  without  apparent 
effect.  But  the  Government  have  thought 
fit  to  take  another  view  than  that  the 
enormous  and  tremendous  machinery  of 
this  clause  should  not  be  exercised  ex- 
cept by  some  persons  who  were    ac- 
quainted in  a  skilled  manner  with  the 
law,  and  they  have  steadily  refused  all 
our  Amendments  designed  to  destroy 
this  evil-bearing  blot.   The  Government 
see  perfectly  well  the  liabilities  of  the 
risks  which  will    be  nm,   the    clause 
passing  in  its  present  shape,   in    the 
working  of  the  machinery  of  the  new 
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law,  and  yet  they  have  assurance  enough 
to  coolly  tell  us  now  that,  notwithstand- 
ing those  adverse  facts,  they  are  quite 
prepared  and  willing  to  protect  the  in- 
capable inquisitors,  so  long  as  they  are 
such,  whemer  they  distinguish  them- 
selves by  making  mistakes  or  not.  When 
a  man  suffers  imprisonment  through  the 
incompetency  of  some  of  these  darlings  of 
the  Government,  it  will  be  comical  con- 
solation to  him   to  be    told    that  the 
Government  consider  the  erring  magis- 
trate   has    acted  within   his   jurisdic- 
tion, because,  practically,  the  ignoring 
of  the  error  amounts  to  that.    I  must 
repeat    most    strongly    that    it    is    a 
monstrous  thing  that  the  GK>vemment 
should  get  up  and  tell  this  House  and 
the  country,  that  if   the  captains  and 
colonels  of  Militia,  and  other  persons  of 
that  character,  in  Ireland,  who  happen 
to  be  the  agents  of  the  Government  for 
administering  coercion  commit  serious 
and  far-reaching   errors  of  judgment 
under  the  plain  law,  by  reason  of  their 
incompetency,  and  cause  to  be  improperly 
imprisoned  innocent  persons,  those  errors 
win  be  hoodwinked,  and  the  men  who 
are  guilty  of   them  will  have  thrown 
around  them  the  defending  shield  pro- 
vided by  this  Magistrates  Protection 
Act,  I  say  that  this  is  most  unfair.    I 
would  urge  on  the  Gk>vernment  that  if 
they  are  determined  that  this  clause  is  to 
be  worked  by  untrained  persons — by  men 
ignorant  of  the  law,  instead  of  by  skilled 
lawyers — let  us  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  the  gentlemen  exercising 
the  power  will  be  compelled  to  take  the 
consequences  of  their  own  ignorance  and 
malpractice,  and  will  be  liable  to  the 
same  consequences  as  other  persons  who 
make  similar  mistakes.    It  will  be  a 
most  unjust  thing  if  any  person,  who 
by  the  command  of  these  magistrates, 
wielding  their  authority  wrong^hiUy  and 
ignorantly,  having  been  improperly  im- 
prisoned, is  prevented,  at  any  rate,  from 
taking  advantage  and  consolation  for 
gross  injury  from  whatever  poor  remedy 
he  may  have  in  an  action  at  law.    As  to 
the  second   branch    of   the    hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General's  argument,  I 
think  he  is  somewhat  incorrect  in  bis 
notions  as  to  the  application  of  the  pro« 
visions  of  the  Magistrates'  Protection 
Act.    The  Government,  in  this  case,  also 
have  committed  the  mistake  of  allowing 
after-evils  to  spring  up  as  a  result  of 
not  destroying  or  removing  or  iQo^fy* 
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ing  root-OTils.  The  Qoyernment  have 
refused  the  Party  that  sits  on  these 
Benches  Amendments  aiming  at  enabling 
any  accused  persons  to  go  behind  the 
warrant,  in  order  that  the  true  facts 
might  be  reached  and  taken  advantage 
of — that  is  to  say,  as  a  matter  of  fact 
the  Government  will  not  allow  any  Court 
which  has  jurisdiction  in  these  matters 
to  go  into  exactly  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances of  the  case  and  what  exactly 
occurred.  I  ask  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
Government  Bench,  is  it  at  all  a  fair 
thing  to  throw  on  a  man,  placed  at 
enormous  disadvantages,  the  burdens 
which  the  Magistrates'  Protection  Act 
casts  upon  him.  First  of  all,  the  party 
conflicting  with  the  incompetent  adminis- 
trator will  have  to  show  cause  why  he  will 
have  to  set  aside  the  order  upon  which 
he  is  committed  before  he  can  take 
action  according  to  the  ordinary  law  of 
the  land.  Any  magistrate  of  ordinary 
capacity  and  knowledge  can  draw  a 
warrant  which,  on  the  face  of  it,  leaves 
him  always  within  jurisdiction.  We 
had  an  example  in  point,  the  other  day 
in  Ireland,  of  how  abuses  and  friction 
will  arise  under  this  clause  if  the  Go- 
vernment allow  it  to  remain  unaltered. 
lo  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Father  Keller, 
the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  through  Judge 
Boyd,  committed  the  witness  (the  Eev. 
Father  Keller)  to  prison  for  refusing  to 
answer  certain  questions.  Now,  the  Act 
under  which  the  learned  Judge  com- 
mitted the  defendant  for  that  contumacy 
required  that  no  question  should  be  put 
to  a  witness,  except  such  questions  as  re- 
lated to  the  property  of  the  bankrupt 
whose  case  was  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Court.  If  anything  could  be 
plain,  it  was  plain,  from  the  warrant, 
that  the  questions  put  to  the  Eev. 
Father  Keller  had  no  relation  to  the 
property  of  the  bankrupt  at  all,  but  was 
■imply  a  question  of  this  character — 
*'  Whom  did  you  meet  in  the  town  hall 
at  Toughal  on  such  a  day  ?  "  Thus  the 
Court  decided  that  it  would  not  go 
behind  the  warrant,  and  held  that  it  lay 
on  the  person  being  questioned  to  show 
that  by  any  possibility  the  question  could 
he  relevant.  But  then,  any  Court  will 
throw  on  the  defendant  the  onus  of 
blowing  that  the  questions  refused  to  be 
soswered  are  questions  which  could  not 
poesiblj  he  relevant.  I  need  not  say 
that  it  would  be  practically  impossible 
in  ecmnection  with  a  circumstance  in  a 
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case  like  this,  which  is  remote  and  pre« 
posterous,  to 

Thb  chairman  :  I  must  say  to  the 
hon.  Member  that  I  am  unable  to  see 
the  relevancy  of  what  he  is  saying  to  the 
subject  under  debate. 

Me.  MAUEICE  HEALY  :  Sir,  I  will 
point  out  how  I  regard  what  I  have  said 
as  relevant.  I  am  now  arguing  that 
under  the  Magistrates'  Protection  Act 
before  any  person  can  bring  an  action  in 
respect  of  any  committal  to  prison  under 
this  section,  the  warrant  of  imprisonment 
should  first  be  set  aside.  Now,  having 
regard  to  the  form  of  the  warrant  it 
would  be  practically  impossible  to  get 
any  Court  to  do  any  such  thing.  I  think. 
Sir,  this  is  relevant.  To  me  it  does  not 
appear  to  be  at  all  fair  that  any  person 
sent  to  prison  under  this  section  should 
be  called  upon  first  to  set  aside  the  war- 
rant under  which  he  has  been  committed, 
because  in  practice  I  am  confidently  of 
opinion  that  any  such  thing  would  be 
absolutely  impossible.  In  a  word,  Sir, 
I  would  ask  the  Government  seriously  to 
consider  the  whole  bearing  of  this 
matter.  In  either  aspect  whether  on  the 
one  hand  in  the  case  where  the  magi- 
strate acts  within  his  jurisdiction,  or  on 
the  other  hand  in  the  case  where  th^ 
magistrate  acts  without  his  jurisdiction 
I  would  contend  that  the  Amendment  of 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  is  a  fair  and 
reasonable  one.  It  would  be  quite  ob- 
vious to  every  unbiased  person,  that 
where  a  magistrate  exercises  such  enor- 
mous powers  of  authority  as  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  extend  to  the  Irish 
magistrates,  the  shortcomings  and  errors 
and  offences  of  those  magistrates  should 
not  be  palliated  or  defended  on  the  plea 
that  the  offenders  not  being  trained  per-: 
sons  in  the  law,  are  not  responsible  for 
what  they  do.  All  we  want  is  that 
these  men  shall  be  responsible  for  what 
they  do.  It  will  be  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  appoint  capable  persons,  but  if 
it  should  happen  that  serious  mistakes 
occur,  it  will  oe  decidedly  monstrous  that 
all  persons  concerned  shall  be  enabled 
to  escape  responsibility  for  their  wrong- 
doing. 

Br.  CLAEK  (Caithness) :  I  beg,  Sir, 
to  move  that  you  do  now  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.  As  a  mattet 
of  fact,  we  are  all  more  than  tired,  and 
if  we  do  not  get  home  we  shall  not  be 
in  a  very  fit  state  for  our  duties  to- 
morrow.   We  were    here   to  about   ^ 
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o'clock  this  morning,  and  now  it  is  a 
quarter  past  1.  We  are  to  meet  to- 
morrow at  12,  and  as  I  understand  the 
Government  intend  to  take  other  Business 
lo- night,  I  hope  the  Ooyernment  will  see 
their  way  to  drop  this  debate  and  to 
allow  us  to  proceed  with  the  remaining 
Business  on  the  Paper.  If  we  get  away 
by  2  o'clock  this  morning  we  will  have 
then  only  10  hours  between  this  and  the 
meeting  of  the  House  to-morrow,  to  go 
home,  sleep,  eat,  and  get  back  again.  I 
would  earnestly  point  out  to  the  Govern- 
ment that  there  is  no  use  of  coercing  the 
House  of  Commons  after  the  manner  in 
which  Ireland  is  coerced. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  must  say  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Caithness  (Dr.  Clark)  at  once 
that  the  Government  cannot  assent  to  the 
proposal  to  report  Progress.  There  is 
an  understanding  that  this  clause  shall 
be  disposed  of  to>night,  and  I  hope  that 
there  will  be  little  longer  delay  in  bring- 
ing the  discussion  to  an  end.  As  to  the 
few  remaining  Amendments,  we  will 
strive  to  get  through  them  as  quickly  as 
possible;  and  I  ask  hon.  Gentleman 
below  the  Gangway  to  assist  us  in  that 
purpose. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  said  early  in 
the  evening  that,  so  far  as  I  was  con- 
cerned, I  was  quite  willing  to  go  on  with 
these  Amendments. 

Db.  CLARK :  Sir,  I  see  that  there  are 
about  seven  Amendments,  and  it  is  the 
most  likely  thing  in  the  world  that  we 
may  be  here  until  3  or  4  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning  in  discussing  them. 
[Ministerial  cheers.']  Perhaps  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen desire  to  remain  here  through 
the  night.  I  have  no  objection  to  remain 
myself,  but  besides  the  hon.  Members  it 
must  be  recollected  that  there  are  the 
servants  and  officers  on  duty  to  be  con- 
sidered. If  you  want  to  get  this  clause 
done  with,  I  think  that  hon.  Members 
from  Ireland  might  very  well  withdraw 
such  Amendments  as  have  small  chance 
of  acceptance  from  an  unwilling  Govern- 
ment. If  the  House  has  come  to  an 
understanding  about  finishing  thisclause, 
what  on  earth  is  the  use  of  wasting 
time  in  talking  about  it — the  one  side 
trying  to  convince  the  other  of  some- 
thing of  which  they  will  not  be  con- 
vinced.^ I  hope  that  hon.  Members  will 
see  their  way,  either  to  go  home  at  some- 
thing like  an  early  hour,  or  to  cease 
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talking  about  a  matter  which  has  already 
been  decided. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Does  the  hon. 
Member  for  Caithness  withdraw  his 
Motion  to  report  Progress  ? 

De.  CLARK :  Yes. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  sitting  here  and  moving 
Amendments  for  years,  without  cheers 
from  either  Party  in  the  House ;  and  I 
intend,  so  long  as  I  remain  in  the  House, 
to  do  my  duty  to  those  whom  I  repre- 
sent, irrespective  of  the  opinion  of  any- 
body above,  below,  behind,  or  alongside 
of  the  Gangway.  I  feel  considerable 
sympathy  with  the  officers  of  the  House 
on  duty,  and  especially  with  you.  Sir 
(Mr.  Courtney),  who  always  do  your 
work  satisfactorily  and  fairly.  In  order 
that  the  clause  may  be  got  through 
speedily,  perhaps  the  Government  will 
be  willing  to  do  something  of  the  nature 
of  a  compromise.  Mr.  Courtney,  per- 
haps you  will  allow  me  to  say  that, 
simply  out  of  deference  to  yourself 
and  the  officers  of  the  House,  that  I 
would  be  quite  willing  to  ag^e  with 
any  reasonable  suggestion  from  the  Go- 
vernment which  will  be  anything  of  the 
character  of  a  settlement  in  regard  to 
the  remaining  Amendments  on  this 
clause. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  foe  IRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoto)  (Man- 
Chester,  E.) :  As  to  the  few  remaining 
Amendments,  there  are  some  to  which 
the  Government,  of  course,  cannot  as- 
sent. As  to  No.  130,  the  House  will 
not  take  that.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  we  promised  some  modificatioo  of 
it. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  You  did  not  say 
a  word  about  that  before. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Then  I  think 
Nos.  127,  128,  129,  130  may  go. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  put  it  to  the 
Government,  if  that  is  a  reasonable  way 
of  meeting  hon.  Members  on  these 
Benches  ?  i  ou  may  talk  about  Obstruc- 
tion so  long  as  you  like ;  but  I,  for  my 
part,  have  never  spoken  a  word  since 
this  Committee  commenced  which  could 
be  construed  into  Obstruction.  Now, 
however,  I  will  withdraw  the  Amend* 
ment  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  and  proceed  to  discuss  my  next 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  2,  at  end,  to  add—**  At  the  trial  of 
any  accused  person,  the  Crown  shall,  if  required 
by  the  accused,  produce,  for  cross-examination, 
every  person  examined  at  any  inquiry  under 
this  section  in  the  same  way  as  they  are  now 
hound  to  produce  for  examination  by  the  ac- 
cnaed  all  witnesses  examined  before  a  Grand 
Jury.'*— (ifr.  T.  if.  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mb.  T.  M.  he  ALT:  The  inquiry 
under  the  Act  is  meant  to  be  serious  or 
not  serious.  Any  inquiry,  to  be  efficient, 
must  be  substantial,  accurate,  pains- 
taking, and  close ;  *and  every  witness  to 
the  inquiry  should  have  somethiug  to 
say  which  would  throw  light,  in  some 
way,  upon  the  subject  under  investiga- 
tion. The  Government  cannot  think  it 
likely  that,  if  I  was  defending  a 
prisoner,  I  would  ask  to  have  produced 
at  the  trial  any  witness  who  had  not 
said  anything  in  his  depositions  which 
would  entitle  him  to  be  called  by  me  in 
Court.  The  witness's  name  would  be 
on  the  top  of  the  indictment,  and  the 
Crown  would  have  to  produce  him.  The 
Oovemment  would  put  the  accused  to 
the  trouble  of  calling  and  pajinc^  for 
witnesses,  whether  they  wore  needml  or 
not.  The  Treasury  does  not  advance 
money  for  the  payment  or  producing  of 
witnesses,  Thus,  in  the  case  of  the 
Maamtrasna  trials,  the  Crown  com- 
pelled the  accused  to  bring  up  their 
witnesses.  I  will  be  willing  to  com- 
promise with  the  Government,  by  sug- 
geetiog  that  the  clause  should  apply  to 
eases  where  10  days'  notice  have  been 
given*  I  make  a  rule  not  to  speak  on 
anybody  else*s  Amendments,  because  I 
think  I  talk  long  enough  on  my  own ; 
bat  I  expect  to  be  fairly  met  when  I 
make  a  fair  o£fer.  I  cannot  be  accused 
of  obstructing,  because  I  do  not  talk  till 
I  know  what  I  am  talking  about.  Under 
all  the  circumstances,  I  would  ask  the 
Government  to  accede  to  my  Amend- 
ment* 

Thk  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity} :  I  do  not  think  that  there  is 
any  gpreat — if  any  at  all — necessity  for 
the  Amendment  proposed  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  North  Long- 
fnd.  The  ordinary  procedure  meets 
every  difficulty.  I  think,  indeed,  that 
there  are  many  cases  in  which  the  wit- 
neas's  answer  to  any  question  put  with  the 
Tiew  d  detecting  a  crime  would  be  that  he 


know  nothing  whatever  about  the  matter. 
I  certainly  am  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  very  hard  on  the  taxpayers  of  the 
country,  and  on  the  witnesses  them- 
selves, if  all  the  witnesses  should  be 
brought  forward  at  large  expense  to  the 
public,  and  detained  upon  the  chance 
of  the  prisoaer's  counsel  calling  them. 
The  Crown  know  the  witnesses  they 
rely  on,  and  they  accordingly  put  them 
on  the  back  of  their  bill,  and  I  think 
that  it  is  not  too  much  to  presume  that 
the  prisoner's  counsel  should  know  the 
witnesses  upon  which  his  case  relies. 
There  is  certainly  no  need  of  the  Amend- 
ment, and  it  is  not  of  such  a  sort  that 
the  Government  can  entertain  it. 

Me.  O'DOHERTY  (Donegal,  N.) :  I 
am  afraid.  Sir,  that  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  scarcely  speaks  with  accuracy 
in  this  matter.  There  is  one  thing  which 
is  keenly  impressed  on   the    minds  of 
witnesses  in  the  process  of  taking  de- 
positions, and  that  is   that  everything 
said  or  urged  on  behalf  of  the  prisoner 
shall   go  into  the  depositions    and  be 
sent  forward,  so  that  they  shall  be  avail- 
able for  the  prisoner  as  well  as  for  the 
Crown.  Some  of  these  are  not  in  favour 
of  the   Crown  at   all,  but  strongly  in 
favour  of  the  prisoner,  and  this  very  fact 
is   one  of   the  brightest  parts  of  the 
criminal  procedure  in   Ireland,  and  is 
strongly  upborne  by  the  Judges.     Now, 
here  is  a  case  in  exact  analogy,  as  I 
think,    although    the    right    hon.   and 
learned    Gentleman    cannot    see    the 
analogy.   You  have  obtained  by  private 
inquiry    certain    information,   and  the 
prisoner,  or  his  counsel  or  solicitor,  dis- 
covers that  this  information  would  be 
rather  favourable  to  the  prisoner's  case, 
and  surely  if  he  gives  a  few  days'  notice 
that  he  will  require  the  attendance  of 
certain  persons  at  the  trial,  it  is  not  too 
much  to  ask  that  they  shall  be  in  attend- 
ance.   Then  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  brings    in   his    appeal    on 
behalf  of  the   British  taxpayer.     But 
during  the  whole  time  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  has  been  prac- 
tising at  the  Bar  the  British  taxpayer 
has  been  paying  for  the  attendance  of 
witnesses  for  the  defence  at  trials,  and 
justice  has  been  administered  fairly  well 
upon  that  plan.    Altogether,  I  think  it 
must   be   admitted  the  Amendment  is 
consonant  with  what  has  been  the  prac- 
tice, and  might  well  be  accepted. 
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Me.  T.  M.  HEALY:  It  is  a  UtUe 
eaddening  to  think  that  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  Qeneral  has  given 
80  little  consideration  to  this  matter. 
He  has  dealt  with  the  Amendment  all 
along  as  if  these  witnesses  were  to  be 
brought  up  at  Assizes ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment have  abandoned  that  altogether, 
they  will  try  all  these  people  by  sum- 
mary jurisdiction.  At  Assizes  we  know 
the  Government  are  bound  to  g^ve  notice 
of  the  witnesses  they  will  produce  to 
support  their  indictment,  but  here  there 
will  be  no  indictment,  and  the  Govern- 
ment can  bring  up  anybody,  and  are  we 
to  be  told  that  the  Government  will  only 
bring  up  their  own  men,  throwing  upon 
the  unfortunate  accused  the  expense  of 
bringing  up  the  other  material  witnesses  ? 
The  Gt>vemment  talk  as  if  these  cases 
are  to  be  tried  at  Assizes,  but  however 
difficult  it  may  be  to  reach  Tory  under- 
standing, I  should  have  thought  my 
Amendment  was  clear  when  I  added  at 
the  end  of  it — 

<*  In  the  same  way  aa  they  are  now  boand  to 
produce  for  examination  oy  the  accused  all 
witnesses  examined  before  a  Grand  Jury." 

This  clearly  points  to  my  view  that  the 
Gt>vemment  will  not  treat  these  cases 
as  matters  for  indictment  at  all,  but  will 

froceed  by  summary  jurisdiction.  Now, 
will  not  appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland — 
"  He  giveth  his  beloved  sleep  " — but  I 
will  ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  to  remember 
that  this  is  an  Amendment  dealing  with 
summary  jurisdiction.  If  this  were  a 
case  dealt  with  as  an  indictable  offence, 
you  would  be  compelled  to  bring  up 
every  man  who  made  a  deposition  ;  but 
here  you  wish  to  make  a  choice  of  the 
men  selecting  your  own  witnesses,  and 
throwing  upon  the  prisoner  the  duty 
never  cast  on  him  hitherto  of  bringing 
up  a  number  of  persons  who  in  the  case 
of  an  indictable  offence  he  would  not  be 
bound  to  bring  up  at  all.  I  suppose  you 
will  only  take  depositions.  I  presume 
60 — though  I  seek  enlightenment  on  this 
point — I  presume  you  will  not  make 
formal  depositions  in  any  case  where 
there  is  going  to  be  summary  jurisdic- 
tion ?  That  being  so,  you  will  use 
quo  ad  summary  trials  all  the  deposi- 
tions taken  at  the  private  inquiry,  and 
you  put  the  accused  in  a  position  of  dis- 
advantage he  would  not  be  in  if  it  were 
a  trial  by  jury.    I  put  it  to  the  right 


hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  as  a  reasonable  man,  can  he 
not  really  see  his  way  to  make  this  con- 
cession  in  common  fairness  ?  He  must 
see  it  is  a  substanticd  point,  and  that  it 
is  a  totally  different  thing  from  a  trial 
at  Assizes. 

Mr.  HOLMES:  I  can  adsure  hon. 
Members  we  have  given  this  Amend- 
ment consideration,  and  that  we  have 
no  foregone  intention  to  refuse  conces- 
sions ;  but,  as  I  ha^e  said,  this  Amend- 
ment would  be  introducing  an  altogether 
anomalous  procedure,  and  I  do  not  see 
the  analogy  that  hon.  Members  have 
sought  to  establish.  It  is  only  in  the 
case  of  indictment  that  the  Crown  is  re- 
quired to  produce  witnesses.  In  cases 
of  summary  jurisdiction  the  Crown  pro- 
duces persons  to  give  the  necessary 
evidence,  and,  on  t]he  other  hand,  the 
evidence  necessary  for  the  defence  is 
produced  by  the  accused ;  and  I  do  not 
see  that  the  preliminary  inquiry  can 
affect  that  position. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  A 
most   discreditable  fact   in  connection 
with  the  administration  of  the  Criminal 
Law  in  Ireland  is  the  way  in  which  the 
Crown  Officials  habitually  treat  persons 
required  by  prisoners  to  be  produced  as 
witoesses.    It  is  the  duty  of  the  Orowa 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  prisoner's  wit- 
nesses ;  but  the  Crown  Offioiab  delay  to 
pay  the  witnesses  anything  until  the 
trial  is  over,  and  sometimes  the  Assizes 
last  for  weeks.  I  have  known  an  Assize 
to  last  for  nearly  a  month.     During  the 
whole  of  this  time  the  Crown  keeps  the 
witnesses  hanging  about  the  Court,  not 
fixing  any  time  for  the  trial,  not  giving^ 
any  information  as  to  the  time  withiu 
which  the  trial  has  no  chance  of  comings 
on,  and  compelling  the  prisoner  to  ad- 
vance   the    expenses  of   his  witnesses 
during  the  whole  of  the  time.     The  ob* 
ject  of  the  Amendment  is  that  where  the 
Crown  exercises  power  under  this  sec« 
tion,  and  holds  an  inquiry  for  the  pur- 
pose of   getting  evidence,  and  having^ 
done  that  supplies  depositions,  that  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Crown  to  produce 
at  the  trial  any  of  the  witnesses  the  pri* 
soner  shall  call  on  them  to  produce.     Xs 
there  anything  unreasonable  in  that  ? 
Let  us  consider  the  matter.     The  Crown 
has  at  its  disposal   the    funds  of   tlie 
State,  and  is  unfettered  by  the  want  of 
pecuniary  resources;  but  the  unfortunate 
man  under  accusation  will  be  in  many 
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cases  absolutely  penniless,  and  to  put 
upon  him  the  task  of  keeping  witnesses 
banging  around  the  Court  until  they  are 
required,  is  to  impose  a  burden  for  which 
he  is  quite  unequal.  I  respectfully  sub- 
mit it  is  not  a  fair  proceeding.  I  have 
known  oases  in  which  a  prisoner's  wit- 
nesses have  had  to  go  to  the  poor-house 
night  after  night  while  waiting  for  a 
case  to  come  on,  they  not  havmg  the 
means  to  support  themselves  meanwhile 
in  the  Assize  town.  Surely  it  would  be 
a  grave  scandal  to  have  that  sort  of  thing 
taking  place  under  this  section.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
says  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  put 
on  the  Grown  the  duty  of  bringing  up  to 
Petty  Sessions,  Quarter  Sessions,  or  As- 
sizes, as  the  case  may  be,  witnesses  there 
is  no  intention  of  examining ;  and,  fol- 
lowing his  usual  practice,  he  gave  an 
illustration,  but  about  as  improbable  a 
case  as  could  be  imagined.  He  imagines 
a  case  in  which  the  Grown  makes  an  ex- 
perimental inquiry,  and  under  this  drag- 
net procedure  summonses  a  number  of 
witnesses  to  the  inquiry.  It  may  hap- 
pen, he  says,  that  a  number  of  witnesses 
may  reply  that  they  know  nothing  about 
the  circumstances  upon  which  they  are 
questioned,  and  that  it  would  be  hard  to 
compel  the  Grown  to  produce  such  per- 
sons as  witnesses  at  the  trial.  But  I  may 
ask  what  object  would  a  prisoner  have  in 
asking  the  Grown  to  produce  such  wit- 
nesses ?  The  prisoner  will  be  supplied 
with  a  copy  of  the  depositions,  and  is  it 
conceivable,  after  he  has  had  that  copy, 
that  be  will  require  the  attendance  of  a 
number  of  persons  whose  appearance 
would  be  of  no  value  to  support  his  case  ? 
With  all  respect,  I  cannot  but  say  the 
reply  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  At- 
torney General  is  likely  to  mislead  the 
Committee.  Is  it  not  only  fair,  that  if 
the  Crown  chooses  to  examine  witnesses 
under  the  powers  of  this  section,  that 
they  should)  at  any  rate,  produce  these 
witnesses  for  cross-examination,  if  the 

frisoner's  defence  requires  that? 
luierrMptioM,'} 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  The  understand- 
ing was  that  the  Government  should  en- 
deavour to  keep  their  Followers  behind 
them  quiet.  The  hon.  Member  for  South 
Kensington  (Sir  Algernon  Borthwick) 
ftsd  others  near  him  are  somewhat  de- 
monstrative, and  I  fear  we  shall  be  forced 
to  nukke  a  Motion  which,  for  my  own 
pttrt|  I  should  be  reluctant  to  do.    The 


Government  do  not  seem  to  have  grasped 
the  importance  of  this  Amendment.  I 
have  known  prisoners  compelled  to  plead 
g^lty,  simply  because  they  were  unable 
to  keep  their  witnesses  hanging  about 
the  Court  waiting  for  the  trial  for  days. 
I  have  known  this,  and  Judges  have 
known  it.  The  Crown  have  nothing 
like  law  and  order  in  their  arrangements 
for  the  trials  of  prisoners ;  a  man  never 
knows  when  the  case  in  which  he  is  con- 
cerned will  come  on.  I  saw  myself, 
during  Cork  Assizes  in  1880,  300  wit- 
nesses waiting  about  the  Court,  not  one 
of  them  knowing  when  he  would  be 
wanted.  All  these  300  persons  were  de- 
tained at  the  expense  of  the  prisoners, 
and  many  of  them  were  compelled  to  go 
to  the  poor-house  for  shelter  and  food, 
because  prisoners  were  unable  to  sup- 
port them.  I  have  known  an  Assize  to 
last  a  month,  with  an  adjournment  over 
Christmas,  and  witnesses  having  to  go 
to  the  poor-house  for  their  Christmas 
dinner.  Even  before  the  trial  was 
reached,  after  weeks  of  delay,  I  have 
known  witnesses  compelled  to  go  away, 
something  at  their  farm  or  home  requir- 
ing them  to  return,  and  prisoners  have 
had  to  plead  guilty.  I  am  quite  sure 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  knows  nothing  about 
this,  nor  can  it  be  expected  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  for  Eng- 
land has  the  knowledge,  and  I  am  quite 
sure  the  mind  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  is  a 
blank  on  the  subject,  but  to  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  I  would  say  he  really  should 
not — when  he  gets  a  conviction,  as  he 
will,  from  his  Eesident  Magistrates  in 
these  matters — he  really  should  not  in- 
flict this  fine,  in  addition  to  the  convic- 
tion, on  the  unfortunate  prisoner,  by 
compelling  him  to  keep  his  witnesses 
waiting.  I  have  yet  to  learn  if  the  wit- 
nesses are  to  be  paid  by  the  Crown.  Is 
it  likely  that  a  prisoner  would  call  wit- 
nesses who  would  be  of  no  use  to  him  ? 
If  the  Government  fear  that,  surely  they 
can  meet  that  by  words  requiring  10 
days'  notice  to  be  given.  I  am  willing 
to  accept  that  Amendment  of  my  Amend- 
ment. But  to  say,  when  you  can  gather 
to  the  Winter  Assizes  at  Cork  from 
that  county,  from  Limerick,  and  Kerry 
witnesses  by  the  hundred,  poor,  wretched, 
spiritless  creatures,  who  hang  round  the 
I  OovLtt,  some  of  them  smelling  of  their 
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poverty,  when  you  have  collected  them 
and  driven  them  to  the  poor-house  for 
shelter,  keeping  them  waiting  in  uncer- 
tainty because  you  will  not  take  the 
cases  in  alphabetical  or  any  other  order, 
then  I  say,  under  such  circumstances,  it 
is  only  reasonable  that  we  should  press 
upon  the  attention  of  the  Government 
the  justice  of  requiring  that  the  Grown 
shall  pay  the  expenses  of  witnesses  in 
.any  case  where  the  attendance  of  such 
is  required  by  the  prisoner  for  his  de- 
fence. Let  the  Grown  proceed  to  recover 
afterwards  if  a  witness  is  not  called,  and 
it  is  shown  that  the  expense  incurred 
was  wholly  unnecessary. 

Mr.  EDWAED  HAEEINGTON 
(Kerry,  W.) :  I  only  wish  to  make  a 
suggestion  which  might  be  considered 
reasonable.  Let  a  list  be  supplied  to  the 
accused  of  all  the  witnesses  examined 
before  the  secret  investigation,  and  from 
that  list  let  the  accused  have  the  right 
to  impose  on  the  Grown  the  duty  of 
producing  at  the  trial  those  persons 
whose  evidence  is  required.  That,  I 
think,  would  meet  the  object  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy) 
desires  to  attain.  I  am  disposed  to 
think  that  the  Amendment,  as  it  stands, 
is  rather  sweeping,  because  it  might  in- 
volve the  bringing  up  of  a  whole  country 
side  because  they  were  summoned  to  a 
secret  investigation.  Something  in  the 
nature  of  the  provision  I  describe  would, 
I  think,  meet  the  case  where  a  prisoner 
is  unable  to  provide  for  his  witnesses. 

Dr.  KENNY  (Gork,  S.) :  I  think  that 
an  unanswerable  case  has  been  made  out 
for  the  Amendment.  I  am  not  a  lawyer, 
and  have  nothing  to  do  with  legal  pro- 
cedure ;  but  I  am  familiar  with  the  state 
of  things  in  an  Assize  town  which  has 
]i)eon  described,  and  I  know,  from  expe- 
rience as  a  workhouse  officer,  that  the 
people  summoned  as  witnesses  have 
sought  shelter  in  the  workhouse.  You 
have  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Bill  a 
clause  for  changing  the  venue.  Does  not 
the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
consider  it  a  fair  thing,  under  this  clause, 
this  very  oppressive  clause,  not  inaptly 
called  the  **  Star  Ghamber ''  Clause,  that 
a  number  of  witnesses  shall  be  examined 
and  evidence  collected,  of  which  the 
prisoner  should  not  be  allowed  to  avail 
himself,  he  not  having  the  means  of 
compelling  the  attendance  of  witnesses 
on  his  behalf?  The  Government  are 
anxious  to  get  this    dause  passed  to* 

Mr.  T.  3f.  HeOy 


night ;  and  would  it  not  be  wiser — more 
conducive  to  that  end — to  accept  this 
small  concession  so  cogently,  so  strongly 
urged,  than  to  refuse  and  lead  to  unneces- 
sary prolongation  of  debate  ?  In  some 
way,  I  think,  the  Government  might 
promise  a  concession  that  would  meet 
the  point  so  strongly  urged. 

Mr.  DODDS  (Stockton) :  I  have  not 
spoken  before  in  this  Committee,  and  do 
fio  now  to  make  a  suggestion  that  the 
Government  might  meet  the  object  of 
the  Amendment,  if  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  North  Longford  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy),  instead  of  requiring  the  attend- 
ance of  every  person  examined  at  the 
preliminary  inquiry,  would  amend  his 
Amendment  by  substituting  the  words 
after  '^oross- examination" — 

'*  Such  of  the  persons  examined  at  the  pre- 
liminary inquiry  under  this  seotion  as  the 
accused  person  considers  necessary  for  the  pur- 
poses of  his  defence." 

I  think,  with  an  alteration  of  that 
kind,  the  Government  might  accept  the 
Amendment.  They  have  pleaded  the 
cost  to  the  British  taxpayer ;  but  surely, 
when  a  man  is  accused  under  a  new 
mode  of  procedure  never  heard  of  before 
in  this  country — surely  every  facility 
should  be  given  him  to  defend  himself 
by  the  attendance  of  witnesses.  It  has 
been  pointed  out  how  difficult  it  is  for  a 
prisoner  to  keep  his  witnesses  in  attend- 
ance owing  to  poverty ;  and,  under  the 
circumstances,  I  do  think  an  accused 
person  has  a  right  to  demand  this  as 
only  justice,  not  from  the  Government, 
but  from  the  British  taxpayer. 

Mr.  T.  M.  healy  :  I  shall  be  happy 
to  accept  this  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stockton,  and  I  am  quite 
ready  to  strike  out  the  words  after 
'^  cross-examination,"  and  the  Amend- 
ment might  run — ''Such  persons  with 
regard  to  whom  notice  shall  have  been 
given  by  the  accused ;  "  and,  if  you  like, 
insert  **  ten  days  "  before  **  notice." 

Mr.  HOLMES:  The  practical  effect 
of  this  would  be  to  introduce  a  practice 
that  is  unknown  to  Irish  or  English  law. 
I  am  not  qualified  to  speak  about  Scotch 
law.  In  exceptional  cases,  as  I  have 
shown,  the  Grown  is  charged  with  the 
expenses  of  witnesses  for  the  defence ; 
but  in  this  particular  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  Member,  the  Grown  is  to  pay  for 
all  witnesses  of  the  prisoner  at  the  Court 
of  Summary  Jurisdiction,  as  well  as  at 
Assizes  and  Quarter  Sessions. 
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Mb.  DODDS:  No;  my  suggestion 
was  that  the  Crown  should  produce  in 
examination  before  Besident  Magis- 
trates, such  of  the  persons  who  had  been 
examined  in  the  preliminary  inquiry  as 
the  prisoner,  or  his  counsel,  think  neces- 
sary for  the  defence.  To  pursue,  in  fact, 
in  this  examination  the  same  course  as 
would  be  followed  had  an  indictment 
been  brought,  except  in  that  case  the 
names  of  the  witnesses  would  be  on  the 
back  of  the  indictment. 

Mb.  holmes  :  These  are  the  wit- 
nesses upon  whom  the  Crown  relies  to 
support  the  indictment.  But  in  cases  of 
summary  jurisdiction  the  Crown  does  not 
produce  the  witnesses  for  the  defence. 
How  can  you  refuse,  if  you  grant  this 
to  make  the  same  concession  to  prisoners 
in  England  ?      

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  There  is  no 
preliminary  inquiry. 

Mb.  holmes  :  The  inquiry  makes 
no  difference  in  the  world.  I  Uiink  the 
matter  has  now  been  fully  discussed, 
and  we  might  make  another  step  to- 
wards reaching  the  end  of  the  clause. 

Mb,  O'HEA  (Donegal.  W.) :  I  think 
tiie  importance  of  this  Amendment  has 
been  fully  shown.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  has  informed  the 
Committee  that  the  Crown  will  call  those 
witnesses  upon  whom  they  rely.  But 
out  of  15  or  20  persons  examined  at 
the  preliminary  inquiry  there  may  be 
only  fiye  or  six  examined  at  the  trial  of 
the  accused.  We  know  also,  for  ex- 
perience has  not  been  wanting,  that 
eridence  may  be  fabricated  in  Ireland 
by  informers.  The  evidence  relied 
upon  by  the  Crown  may  be  such  as  to 
satisfy  gentlemen  of  the  calibre  and 
unscmpuloasness  of  Mr.  George  Bolton. 
But  there  may  be  a  number  of  persons 
eaUed  before  the  inquiry  whose  eyidence 
is  worthless  to  the  Crown,  but  might  be 
material  for  the  defence.  If  a  list  of 
these  witnesses  were  supplied  to  the 
accused,  and  he  had  reason  to  believe 
that  the  attendance  of  some  of  them 
would  be  material  to  his  defence,  I  think 
he  has  a  right  to  the  advantage  of  their 
testimony.  There  are  a  number  of  de- 
feoees — that  of  an  aUbi,  would,  I  sup- 
pose, be  a  very  common  one— in  regard 
towhieh  the  evidence  of  such  persons 
ni^  be  material,  and  the  Amendment 
mears  to  me  a  most  reasonable  one, 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  argument 
ol  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  Gene- 


ral, that  the  same  practice  might  be  de- 
manded in  England,  is  wholly  beside  the 
question,  for  in  England  it  is  not  the 
Crown  usually  that  prosecutes,  it  is  an 
individual ;  except  in  a  very  few  cases 
in  England  the  Crown  does  not  take  up 
the  prosecution,  while  in  Ireland  it  is 
usually  the  Queen  who  is  the  prosecutor. 
There  is  no  argument  to  be  founded 
on  the  procedure  in  the  two  countries. 
I  shall  certainly  press  my  Amendment. 
Mr.  p.  J.  POWER  (Waterford,  E.) : 
I  fail  to  see  why  this  reasonable  Amend- 
ment should  be  refused.  It  is  bad 
enough  to  deprive  the  Irish  people  of 
trial  by  jury,  without  depriring  them  of 
the  right  they  undoubtedly  would  possess 
if  they  went  before  a  jury  upon  indict- 
ment. It  is  vain  to  attempt  to  draw  the 
parallel  between  England  and  Ireland 
in  reference  to  the  law  it  is  proposed  to 
establish  in  Ireland.  If  you  are  going 
to  send  men  before  two  Stipendiary 
Magistrates,  depriving  them  of  the 
right  of  trial  by  a  jury  of  their  fellow- 
countrymen,  it  is  only  right  that  they 
should  have  the  means  of  producing  the 
witnesses  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other, 
that  their  case  may  be  properly  investi- 
gated. On  the  ground  of  unnecessary 
expense, I  see  no  objection  to  the  Amend- 
ment, because  my  hon.  Friend  has  agreed 
to  accept  an  Amendment  by  which  the 
Crown  shall  receive  10  days'  notice 
of  the  witnesses  the  accused  proposes 
to  call,  and  the  Crown  could  object 
to  any  if  they  were  unnecessary.  The 
reasonable  character  of  the  Amendment 
has  been  brought  out  by  the  discussion 
we  have  had,  limited  as  it  has  been  by 
the  conspiracy  of  silence  on  the  Go- 
vernment Bench,  of  which  evidence  has 
been  given  on  so  many  former  occasions. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  86; 
Noes  191 :  Majority  105.— (Div.  List, 
No.  147.) 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  2,  at  end,  add — "  There'  shall  be 
laid  before  Parliament,  at  the  beginning 
of  every  Session,  a  Return  showing  the  num- 
ber of  inquiries  held  since  the  preceding 
Session,  the  number  of  summonses  issued, 
the  number  of  witnesses  examined,  the  names 
of,  and  the  sentences  on,  the  persons  committed 
for  contempt,  and  the  result,  if  any,  of  each 
inquiry."— (^r.  T,  M.  tiealy,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

lEiyhth  Night.-] 
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The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
BioHARD  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) :  I 
dare  say  I  shall  save  the  time  of  the 
House  if  I  now  say  the  Government  are 
prepared,  in  accordance  with  their 
pledge  given  the  other  night,  to  accept 
words  to  this  effect — 

**  That  there  shall  be  published  quarterly  in 
The  Dublin  Gazette  a  Return  showing  the  num- 
ber of  inquiries  held  during  the  preceding 
quarter,  the  hours  during  which  such  inquiries 
were  held,  the  number  of  summonses  issued, 
the  number  of  witnesses  examined,  and  the 
names  and  calling  of  persons  committed  for  con- 
tempt of  Court.'* 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  There  is  one 
point  omitted.  I  should  like  the  Ee- 
turn  to  indicate  the  number  of  days 
each  inquiry  occupied. 

Sir  EICHAED  WEBSTEE  :  Very 
well;  that  shall  be  added. 

MR.MUEPHY  (Dublin,  St.Patrick's): 
Will  the  hoD.  and  learned  Gentleman  also 
give  the  names  of  persons  committed  for 
contempt  and  who  are  still  detained  in 
prison  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  ? 

Sir  EICHAED  WEBSTEE:  Cer- 
tainly. The  Eeturn  will  give  the  names 
of  the  persons  committed,  and  the  sen- 
tences imposed  on  them. 

Mr.  MUEPHY:  But  there  may  be 
cases  in  which  no  sentence  has  been 
passed,  and  where  after  mere  detention 
the  persons  may  have  been  released. 
The  object  of  my  suggestion  is  to  enable 
it  to  be  seen  who  are  actually  in  prison 
at  the  time  of  the  publication  of  the 
Eeturn. 

Sir  EICHAED  WEBSTEE:  The 
information  will  be  included  in  the  Ee- 
turn. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  {Sir  Richard  Webster) 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  I  am 
happy  to  say  we  are  getting  to  the  end 
of  the  Amendments  on  this  clause.  I 
beg  to  move,  as  an  Amendment,  the 
addition  of  a  Proviso  at  the  end  of  the 
clause.  This  Proviso  is,  I  may  explain, 
intended  to  provide  against  the  deposi- 
tions at  the  private  inquiry  being  modi- 
fied and  contracted  beft)re  production  in 
open  Court.  I  need  hardly  point  out 
that  the  original  notes  would  certainly 
be  better  evidence  than  a  risumi  of  the 
witness's  examination  drawn  out  by  a 
Eesident  Magistrate. 


Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  2,  at  end,  add — "The  original  short- 
hand notes  of  the  shorthand  writer  shall  be  pre- 
served in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  for  the 
county  in  which  such  inquiry  as  aforesaid  shall 
be  held,  and  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
examination  of  a  witness  shall  be  annexed  to 
the  deposition  or  depositions  of  such  witness, 
and  in  all  legal  proceedings,  civil  or  criminal, 
be  produced  therewith,  and  may  be  used  in  such 
proceeding  to  contradict  or  modify  the  state- 
ments made  in  such  deposition  or  depositions, 
or  to  discredit  the  same." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added.' ' 

The  ATTOENEY  GENEEAL  foe 
lEELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  ought  briefly  to  explain  our 
objection  to  this  proposal.  It  is  already 
practically  provided  that  the  witness's 
statement  shall  be  taken  down  by  the 
Eesident  Magistrate,  and  afterwards 
read  over  to  the  witness  and  signed 
by  him.  When  we  consented  that 
shorthand  notes  should  be  taken, 
a  discussion  turned  on  whether  the 
word  should  be  deposition  or  state- 
ment, and  we  propose  to  restore  the 
word  deposition.  There  is  no  objec- 
tion that  the  shorthand  writer's  note 
should  be  attached  to  the  deposition  on 
every  occasion  on  which  it  is  brought 
into  Court,  and  the  Government  will 
take  the  best  means  of  providing  that 
this  shall  be  done.  But  I  submit  that 
if  these  words  are  introduced  into  this 
clause  it  will  lead  to  confusion  between 
depositions  and  statements. 

Mr.  chance  :  On  the  understand- 
ing that  my  object  shall  be  otherwise 
attained  I  will  withdraw  my  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

New  Amendment  proposed. 

Mr.  0;D0HEETY  (Donegal,  N.):  la 
the  original  sub -section  it  is  provided 
that  the  witness  shall  be  brought  up  to 
the  inquiry  by  process  solely  confined  to 
indictable  offences.  I  pointed  that  out 
to  the  Law  OfRcers,  and  they  agreed  that 
the  enactment  relating  to  ordinary  sum- 
mary offences  should  also  be  included. 
Accordingly,  we  altered  the  words  aa 
follows : — 

"The  enactment  of  the  Petty  Sessions  Act 
concerning  mattera  of  information  for  indict- 
able offences,  or  concerning  matters  for  sam- 
mary  conviction,  shall  apply  for  the  parposes  of 
the  section." 

That  arrangement  was  made  beoaose 
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we  pointed  out  that  if  the  summary 
process  alone  were  used,  it  would  operate 
yery  harshly.  But  there  was  another 
difficulty — that  an  offence  punishable  as 
a  sammary  offence  may  also  be  tried  by 
indictment,  and,  therefore,  the  Besident 
Magistrate  at  an  inquiry  might  use 
whateyer  machinery  be  pleased.  I 
iroold,  therefore,  propose  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  effect  that  the  Attorney 
Oe&eral,  on  being  informed  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  offence,  shall  inquire  in  the 
direction  pointed  out  in  these  words 
irliether  it  shall  be  tried  summarily  or 
by  indictment,  and  he  shall  indicate  the 
Bame  to  the  Besident  Magistrate,  and 
show  bim  what  machinery  he  shall 
apply  in  bringing  witnesses  before  him. 

Tub  ATTOBNEY  GENEBAL  (Sir 
BioHARD  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight): 
I  do  not  tlunk  the  point  as  to  this  can 
be  settled  until  the  remaining  clauses 
ba?e  been  gone  through.  It  does  not 
seem  at  present  possible  to  accept  the 
Amendment  in  the  form  which  the  hon. 
Member  proposes.  Suppose,  for  in- 
stance, there  was  an.  offence  committed, 
say,  the  houghing  of  cattle,  there  might 
be  some  minor  offences  involved,  and 
wo  cannot  tell  beforehand  what  it  may 
be  necessary  to  do  in  such  a  case.  I  am 
^uite  willing  to  undertake  to  consider 
the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member. 

Me.  change  :  I  would  like  to  point 
out  that  before  an  inquiry  can  be  held 
there  must  be  a  sworn  information  that 
au  offence  has  been  committed.  There- 
fore, before  the  Attorney  General  can 
set  the  clause  in  motion,  he  must  know 
precisely  the  technical  description  of  the 
alleged  offence.  I  do  not  see  that  his 
observations  are  very  much  to  the 
pofnt. 

Mr.  O'DOHEBTY:  I  am  satisBed 
that,  having  called  the  attention  of  the 
law  Officers  to  the  matter,  they  will 
i&ake  it  all  right  on  Beport.  I  will, 
therefore,  withdraw  my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  tcithdrawn. 

New  Amendment  proposed. 

Mb.  chance  :  I  think  this  is  only 
iBasonable.  The  Grown  possesses  enor- 
nums  powers,  and,  they  having  obtained 
their  evidence,  I  do  not  see  why  the 
whole  of  it  should  not  be  available  for 
the  trial. 

,Tri  OHAIBMAN:  If  it  is  intended 
iimplj  for  tlie  information  of  the  ao- 
tmei,  ttien  it  is  already  provided  for  in 


the  Proviso  at  the  end  of  the  sub-sec- 
tion, which  requires  that,  in  the  event 
of  any  person  being  accused  of  crime, 
copies  of  the  depositions  taken  in  the 
inquiry  shall  be  sent  to  him. 

Mr.  change  :  On  a  point  of  Order, 
Sir,  Amendment  127,  which  has  practi- 
cally been  passed,  refers  to  the  trial  of 
an  accused  person  before  a  Court  and 
jury.  My  present  Amendment  deals 
also  with  the  proceedings  before  a  magis- 
trate. In  addition,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  produce  the  witnesses  to  the  Grand 
Jury;  under  Amendment  127  it  is  not 
necessary  to  do  so. 

The  GHAIBMAN  :  The  Amendment 
is  one  which  cannot  now  be  taken,  in- 
asmuch as  another  practically  applying 
to  both  cases  has  been  rejected.  The 
Committee  has  already  decided  the  ques- 
tion of  principle  thus  raised. 

Question  proposed,  •*  That  the  Clause, 
as  amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.)  : 
Now,  Mr.  Courtney,  the  hour  has  ar- 
rived when  I  think  we  may  give  the 
clause  a  parting  kick,  as  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  South  Paddington  (Lord 
Bandolph  Churchill)  said  of  the  Land 
Bill.  That  the  discussion  of  the  clause 
has  not  been  profitless  is  shown  by  the 
result  that,,  whereas,  as  originally  drawn, 
it  contained  only  33  lines,  it  now  con- 
sists of  110  lines,  irrespective  of  Amend- 
ments to  the  body  of  the  clause,  but  not 
adding  to  its  length.  The  Government 
have  realized  how  rude  was  its  structure, 
how  crudely  drawn  it  was.  I  say  this, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  casting  discredit 
upon  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment who  have  charge  of  the  Bill,  it 
only  shows  that  they  were  not  acquainted 
with  facts  we  had  collected  from  a  care- 
ful watching  of  a  similar  clause  in  the 
Bill  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Derby. 
The  clause  in  that  former  Bill  passed  in 
one  night.  I  remember  that  we,  in  Ire- 
land, at  the  time  were  in  ignorance  of 
the  scope  of  this  secret  inquiry  clause ; 
but  it  is  in  consequence  of  our  observa- 
tion of  the  manner  in  which  it  could  be 
used  that  we  felt  obliged  to  move 
Amendments,  and  that  we  have  been 
enabled  to  do  so  with  so  much  success, 
often  at  very  late  hours  of  the  night.  If 
we  have  in  some  cases  restricted  and 
even  abandoned  our  Amendments,  let 
that  not  be  taken  in  any  sense— it  is  not 
so   far  as  my  Amendments  are  con-* 

lEiifhth  Night.] 
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odmed — an  Indication  that  we  did  not 
believe  that  a  substantial  point  was 
raised  ;  it  was  in  deference  to  the  con- 
venience of  the  Oommittee,  which  has, 
barring  some  little  ebullitions  of  feeling 
from  hon. Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway 
opposite — excusable,  under  the  circum- 
etauoes,  and  nobody  objects  less  to  a 
**  row  "  than  myself — addressed  itself  to 
the  discussion  with  considerable  patience. 
At  the  same  time,  it  is  only  right  to  say 
that  in  the  discussions  which  have  some- 
times been  carried  to  some  length,  and 
not  without  benefit,  we  have,  on  the 
whole,  no  complaint  of  the  way  in  which 
we  have  been  met  by  the  Law  Officers 
of  England  and  Ireland*,  although  we 
have  been  obliged  to  attack  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  and  have  received 
much  more  attention  and  concession 
from  the  Attorney  General  for  England. 
All  round,  I  think,  now  that  the  clause 
is  finished,  we  can  give  the  parting 
kick  in  good  humour. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  171 ; 
Noes  79 :  Majority  92. — (Div.  List, 
No.  148.) 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow, 

SUPPLY.— REPORT. 

Besolutions  [16th  May]  reported. 

First  Eesolution  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*^  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Eesolution." 

Dr.  CLAEK  (Caithness) :  I  beg  to 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 
There  are  some  very  important  questions 
that  come  up  under  the  Motion  for  Sup- 
ply, and  this  is  too  late  an  hour  for  their 
discussion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." — 
{Dr.  Clark.) 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  Jacxson)  (Leeds,  N.) :  The 
Resolution  which  is  now  before  the 
House  has  relation  to  the  Army  Votes, 
and  upon  these  I  think  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  no  question  to  raise.  I  would 
appeal  to  him  to  allow  this  Resolution 
to  pass,  and  whatever  question  he  desires 
to  raise  can  come  later. 

Db.  CLARK :  I  withdraw  my  Motion, 
BO  far  as  the  Army  Votes  are  concerned. 

Mr.  T.  U.  Eealy 


Motion,  by  leave,  mlMrawn, 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Second  Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

Ds.  CLARK :  There  were  questions 
left  over  for  discussion  upon  tnis  Vote 
early  yesterday  morning,  and  I  trust  the 
Government  will  not  refuse  an  oppor- 
tunity for  bringing  them  forward.  I 
now  beg  to  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
—{Dr.  Clark.) 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  hope  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  not  persevere  with  this  Motion. 
We  must  resist  it,  and  if,  instead  of 
occupying  time  in  a  Division,  the  hon. 
Member  will  bring  forward  the  questions 
he  desires  to  raise,  we  are  quite  ready 
to  answer  them  forthwith. 

Mk.  HANDEL  COSSHAM  (Bristol. 
E.) :  I  think  it  is  highly  inconvenient 
to  discuss  questions  relating  to  large 
expenditure  at  this  hour  of  the  morn- 
ing. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — ^AyesSS;  Noes 
105 :  Majority  47.— (Div.  List  No,  149.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Me.  HANDEL  COSSHAM :  I  be  g, 
Sir,  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate. 

Mr.  SPEAICER  :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Member  cannot  do  that. 

Mb.  cox  (Clare,  E.) :  I  beg  to  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  House. 

Db.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  I 
beg  to  second  that. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 
{Mr.  Cox.) 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  must.  Sir,  appeal  to 
hon.  Members  to  have  regard  to  the 
necessities  of  Supply.  It  is,  of  course, 
quite  open  to  them  to  do  as  they  are 
doing ;  but  I  would  point  out  that  we 
are  prepared  to  answer  anv  questions 
they  may  put  relative  to  these  Votes. 
These  Motions  are  not  creditable  to  hon, 
Members.      If  it  is  desired  by  hon. 
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Oendemen  to  go  home,  and  if  it  is  de- 
sired that  jou,  Sir,  and  the  officers  of 
the  House  shall  have  the  rest  which  I 
am  sure  the  Oovernment  admit  you 
need,  that  object  can  best  be  attained 
by  proceeding  with  the  Business,  rather 
than  by  making  dilatory  Motions  which 
the  Ooyemment  are  bound  to  oppose, 

De.  OLAKK:  I  rose  last  night, 
about  1 1  o'clock,  to  moye  the  reduction 
of  the  salary  of  the  Scotch  Lord  Advo- 
cate; but  another  hon.  Member  caught 
the  eye  of  the  Chairman,  and  a  jump 
▼as  made  from  the  14th  to  the  29th 
Vote.  I  called  attention  to  the  fact 
later  on,  and  was  told  that  I  could  not 
then  raise  my  Motion,  but  that  I  could 
do  it  on  the  Heport  stage.  At  a  quarter- 
past  1  I  moved  to  report  Progress,  in 
order  that  the  Committee  might  have 
time  to  consider  these  questions ;  but  the 
right  hon,  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
House  refused  to  agree  to  it,  NoW,  at 
3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  offers  us 
time  to  discuss  these  matters.  But  why 
not  take  them  on  Thursday  night  at  1 
o'clock,  instead  of  now  ?  It  is  the  ob- 
stinacy of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
refuses  it.  We  want  a  fair  time  to  bring 
before  the  House  a  serious  grievance, 
tod  we  contend  that  after  3  o'clock  in 
the  morning  is  not  a  fair  time. 

Me.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  want  to  point 
oot  that  the  hon.  Member  can  attain 
hie  object  much  more  efficiently  by 
njOTin^  on  the  Vote  itself.  That  will 
giTe  him  the  opportunity  he  desires. 

Br.  CLAHK:  That  will  be  at  the 
And  of  the  Session^ 

Me.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  hope  it  will 
be  very  much  before  that. 

ME,MUBPHY(Dublin,St.Patrick's): 
I  can  assure  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Leader  of  the  House  that  last  night 
^  great  many  Members,  and  myself 
ttKmg  others,  were  desirous  of  brinj^ing 
'orwaid  questions  on  the  Vote  of  Sup- 
ply in  which  we  took  the  very  greatest  \ 
lotereet ;  but  at  the  instance  of  the  Mem- '. 
her  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon),  who, 
though  he  would  hardly  get  credit  for 
It,  niged  his  colleagues  on  these  Benches 
^  to  speak,  so  that  the  Vote  might  be 
fot  through  last  night,  we  refrained  from 
^^^  80.  I  hoped  in  complying  with 
Bj  hon.  Friend's  request  that  I  should 
^e  an  opportunity  of  speaking  on  the 
^^port  stage.  I  might  point  out,  in 
■■pport  of  our  ri^^ht  to  a  discussion  on 
B^pnt  oi  Supplji  that  the  Gevemment, 


having  taken  the  whole  time  of  the 
House,  give  private  Members  no  oppor- 
tunity ol  bringing  forward  any  question 
whatever  affecting  their  Constituencies. 
I  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  a  short  time  ago, 
if  he  would  give  the  House  an  opportu- 
nity of  discussing  a  certain  question  with 
reference  to  Irish  affairs  before  he  took 
any  action  on  the  subject.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  answered  by  saying  that 
he  had  no  doubt  my  ingenuity  would 
find  an  opportunity  for  discussing  the 
matter.  Well,  my  ingenuity  has  not  up 
to  this  been  able  to  find  a  single  occasion 
for  bringing  forward  the  special  matter 
to  which  I  wished  to  call  attention,  and 
this  is  the  first  and  only  opportunity 
which  has  been  afforded  to  me,  but  which 
I  certainly  decline  to  avail  of  at  3  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  as  I  could  not  ade« 
quately  deal  with  the  matter. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.^  : 
I  intended  to-night,  on  the  Motion  for 
the  Adjournment  of  the  House,  to  rise 
and  call  attention  to  a  matter  which 
occurred  earlier  in  the  day  with  regard 
to  a  matter  of  Procedure.  I  may  as 
well  do  it  now.  You  will  remember, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  you  allowed  the  First 
tiOrd  of  the  Treasury  to  make  a  Mo- 
tion  

Mb.  SPEAKEE:  Order,  order!  It 
is  not  competent  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  to  raise  that  question  on  this 
Motion. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  understood 
that,  on  a  Motion  for  Adjournment,  any 
question  could  be  raised.  Do  you  still 
rule,  Sir,  that  I  cannot  raise  this  now. 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  It  is  not  a  question 
of  Order  that  can  now  be  raised.  The 
matter  before  the  House  is  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Then,  with  re- 
gard to  the  Motion  now  before  the 
House,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
has  said  that  these  Motions  are  not 
creditable  to  the  House.  But  I  will 
point  out  that  it  is  not  creditable  to  the 
House  to  take  money  by  means  of  this 
kind  of  Vote  on  Account,  and  it  is  not 
creditable  to  thus  try  and  get  £3,000,000 
granted  at  this  hour  in  the  morning, 
and  to  refuse  us  a  reasonable  time  to 
raise  questions  of  importance  on  the 
Beport  stage.  I  had  intended  to  raise 
a  question  with  regard  to  Ireland ;  but 
there  is,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  no  Irish 
Officer  in  his  place.  Is  it  to  be  supposed 
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we  can  have  an  effective  diecuesion  on 
Irish  topics  under  those  circumstances  ? 
Nobody  has  the  duties  of  the  Depart- 
ment more  at  his  fingers'  end  than  the 
Chief  Secretary.  I  do  not  see  him  here  ; 
but,  certainly,  his  Assistant  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Isle  of  Thanet  is  true  to  the 
death.  I  think  the  Chief  Secretary 
ought  to  be  in  his  place,  especially  as 
he  is  paid  a  large  salary.  It  does  seem 
unfair,  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
to  expect  us  to  go  on  with  the  Business 
at  this  hour,  and  at  a  time  when  the 
responsible  Officer  for  Ireland  is  not  in 
his  place.  If  we  raise  Irish  questions 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should  be  on 
the  spot  to  answer  us. 

Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
Question  before  the  House  is  one  of 
adjournment.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  must  confine  himself  to  that. 

Mb.  T.  M.  he ALY  :  I  do  think,  under 
the  circumstances,  we  must  persevere 
with  this  Motion  as  the  Chief  Secretary 
is  absent.  On  a  previous  occasion,  some 
trouble  was  experienced  in  getting  him 
here.  Will  the  Government  undertake 
to  send  for  him,  if  we  raise  the  Irish 
question  now  ? 

Mb.  BIGGAR  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  would 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  whether  or 
not  he  is  reasonable  in  objecting  to  this 
adjournment  ?  This  is  not  a  reasonable 
hour  to  go  on  with  the  discussion  on 
these  Votes.  The  offer  just  made  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  simply  illu- 
sory. He  says  we  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  raising  the  questions  we  wish 
to  when  the  Votes  are  taken  seriatim  in 
Committee.  That  simply  means  some 
time  in  the  remote  future,  and  if  an 
hon.  Member  were  anxious  now  to  raise 
a  matter  of  an  urgent  nature,  he  might 
by  waiting  as  suggested  destroy  all  his 
chances  of  securing  a  remedy.  These 
Votes  aro  seldom  taken  before  the  Istof 
July.  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  agree  to  the  Motion  for  Adjourn- 
ment. Hon.  Members  on  this  side  are 
not  extravagant  in  their  demands.  They 
say  they  will  be  satisfied  if  Report  is 
taken  at  1  o'clock  on  Thursday  morn- 
ing ;  and  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  conform  to  our  wishes  in  these 
small  matters,  and  would  not  fight  about 
trifles,  he  would  get  on  very  much  better. 
It  would  only  be  a  judicious  thing  to 
aooede  to  the  Motion,  and  let  us  wind 

Mr.  T.  M.  Esaly 


up  the  Business  of  the  night  and  go 
home. 

Mb.    chance    (Kilkenny,  8.):     I 
would  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  if 
we  pass  this  Vote,  the  Government  will 
have  obtained  rather  more  than  three 
months'  Supply.     I  notice  that  Supply 
commences   on  the    Slst   March,   and, 
therefore,  they  will  have  got  enough  to 
carry  them  on  till  the  1st  July.   I  do  not 
intend  to  go  into  the  matters  they  hope 
to  get  through  before  that  day  ;   but  I 
have  no  doubt  they  expect,  by  that  time, 
an  alteration  in  the  position  of  the  Irish 
Members ;    that  they  trust  by  means  to 
be  taken  outside  the    House    to  deal 
effectually  with  them.      We  have  good 
reason  for  discussing  these  matters  fully 
now.       When  this  Vote  came  on  last 
night,  it   was  after  a  long  debate  in 
which  the  Military  Members  had  wearied 
the  House,  and  having  spoken  one  way, 
voted  the  other ;  and  we  had  little  or  no 
opportunity  of  raising  the  questions  we 
wanted  to.     There  are  several  matters 
of  great  importance  to  us.  For  instance, 
there  is  the  Registrar  General's  Vote. 
There  is  a  certain  scheme  for  altering^ 
the  status  of  the  clerks  in  his  office.     It 
was  smuggled  through  the  Law  Depart- 
ment at  the  Castle,  but  we  were  promised 
an  opportunity  of  discussing  it  here.     It 
would,  however,  be  impossible  for  us  to 
do  it  at  this  hour  in  the  morning.  There 
are  many  other  Votes  of  a  similar  cha- 
racter, and  it  is  simply  indecent  to  take 
them  at  this  period  of  the  Sitting.     We 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  to 
act  reasonably  in  this  matter,  and  not 
rush  this  Vote  of  £3,000,000   throucrlx 
the  House  now  without  discussion.    'We 
may  never  have  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing it,  if  we  do  not  take  it  at  tliis 
stage.     Tou  may  have  got  rid  of  all  of 
us  before  the  Votes  are  taken  in  detail, 
for  we  may  by  that  time  all  be  locked 
up  in  Irish  gaols. 

Dr.  KENNY  (Cork,  S.) :  I  appeal  to 
the  Government  to  consent  to  this,  &nd 
to  give  us  the  opportunity  we  ask  of 
raising  questions  of  importance  to  us. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  promises  us  a 
discussion  on  a  future  occasion ;  l>ut, 
probably,  by  that  time  many  of  us  "will 
not  be  here. 

Mr.  MAUEICE  HEALY  (Cork)  :  I 
join  in  the  protest  against  taking  tHo 
Vote  at  this  inconvenient  hour,  and  on  & 
Motion  of  this  character  I  had  inteiid.ed 
to  move  the  reduction  of  the  sataiy   of 
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the  Attomej  General  for  Ireland,  on 
account  of  his  action  in  a  prosecution  in 
which  it  was  alleged  that  the  Irish 
police  had  very  seriously  misconducted 
themselyes.  There  is,  too,  another  matter 
to  which  I  wished  to  direct  the  attention 
of  the  Government.  But  it  is  practically 
impossible  to  do  it  at  the  time  at  which 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  wishes  to 
discoss  these  matters.  I  refer,  Sir,  to 
the  failure  of  the  Government  to  ap- 

g>int  a  Judge  to  the  Common  Pleas 
ineion,  although  two  months  ago  they 
urged  it  was  of  great  importance  to  do 
so.    This  is  a  very  important  matter. 
It  is  ridiculous  to  ask  us  to  go  into 
these  discussions  at  half-past  3  in  the 
momiog.     The  Government  should  re- 
member that  a  very  short  ago  they  came 
down  to  this  House,  with  proposals  to 
enact  a  permanent  Bule  prohibiting  this 
House   sitting    after    midnight,     and 
ha?ing  thus  expressed  their  view    as 
to  the  hour  at  which  discussions  should 
take  place.      I  do  think  it  is  a  little 
audacious  on  their  part  to  expect  us  to 
yoie  eoormous  sums  on  account  at  this 
hour  in  the  morning.     I  trust  that  the 
GoTemment  will  not  persist  in  their  in- 
tention of  insisting  on  this  Vote.    There 
&re  important  points  on  which  we  want 
ioformation,  and  we  ought  to  have  some 
opportunity  of  discussing  them.      The 
Crovemment  should  take  into  considera- 
tion the  fact  that  they  have  had  all  the 
time  of  the  House  since  the  beginning 
ot  the   Sessioi),    and   have   prevented 
pri?ate  Members  from  bringing  before 
the  House  various  subjects. 

Me.  EDWAED  HAREINGTON 
(Kerry,  W.) :  I  am  surprised  at  the 
Attrtude  of  the  Government  in  trying  to 
force  us  to  grant  £3,000,000  of  money 
At  this  hour  in  the  morning.  They  seem 
to  altogether  ignore  appeals  from  this 
aide  of  the  House,  ana  when  I  say 
Appeals,  I  only  mean  the  word  in  the 
sense  that  we  are  claiming  our  right  to 
tt  opportunity  of  discussing  these  ques- 
tions. It  is  all  very  well  to  get  up  and 
•Ay  you  can  talk  now,  and  we  will  an- 
swer you.  But  that  is  not  enough. 
Hon.  Members  below  me  want  to  bring 
before  the  House  some  grievances  which 
mi^t  or  might  not  occupy  a  few 
ouimtes ;  but  hon.  Members,  when  they 
do  that,  are  anxious  to  do  it  at  a  time 
when  their  remarks  will  get  into  the 
piblks  Press.  We  have  no  personal 
idvnattte  in  that ;  but  we  do  hold  that 


the  discussion  should  take  place  at  an 
hour  at  whieh  it  is  possible  for  our 
grievances,  and  the  Minister's  reply  to 
us,  to  be  reported.  We  cannot  hope  to 
do  much  against  the  majority  in  this 
House,  but  we  do  wish  to  try  and  exer- 
cise some  moral  influence  on  public  opi- 
nion outside.  I  do  think  it  unreason- 
able, after  the  many  hours  we  have  been 
in  attendance  in  this  House,  to  ask  us, 
at  half-past  3  in  the  morning,  to  go  on 
with  this  Vote,  especially  as  we  have  to 
meet  here  again  at  12  o'clock  to-day. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  might  as  well 
be  graceful  for  once — I  do  not  mean  for 
once  in  his  lifetime,  but  graceful  for 
once  towards  the  Irish  Members — and 
give  up  his  stubborn  attitude. 

Mr.  O'HANLON  (Oavan,  E.):  I  rise 
to  join  in  the  appeal  to  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury.  There  are  many  sub- 
jects for  discussion  arising  out  of  this 
£3,000,000  Vote,  and,  surely,  this  is  not 
an  hour  at  which  we  can  be  expected  to 
transact  Business  of  such  importance. 
Let  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  look  at 
his  own  supporters,  and  see  if  his  lieu- 
tenants are  in  a  fit  condition  to  outer 
into  these  matters.  It  would  be  a  dis- 
grace if,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
House,  we  voted  away  £3,000,000  of 
money.  I  think  most  of  the  Members 
of  the  House  have  already  gone  to  their 
homes,  and  those  left  are  quite  ready  for 
their  beds ;  and  I  confess  I  do  not  think 
we  are  prepared  now  to  give  sufficient 
consideration  to  a  Vote  of  this  sort.  It 
is  time  the  House  adjourned. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  66  ;  Noes 
103:  Majority  48.— (Div.  List,  No.  160.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
"Will  the  Government  now  send  for  the 
Chief  Secretary,  in  order  that  we  may 
resume  the  debate  upon  Irish  matters  ? 
It  will,  no  doubt,  be  easy  to  find  him ; 
and  if  the  Government  will  assure  us 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  shortly 
be  in  his  place,  prepared,  as  we  are,  to 
go  on  with  Business.  I  will  withdraw  the 
Motion,  which  I  now  make,  that  this 
debate  be  adjourned. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
—{Mr.  r.  M.  maly.) 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
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prolong  this  contest.  Sir,  I  bare  some 
oonBtderatioa  for  your  health,  and  for 
the  of&oers  of  the  House.  But  I  must 
make  an  emphatic  protest  against  this 
deliberate  waste  ot  the  time  of  the 
House.  Befereuce  has  been  made  to 
the  opinion  of  the  country  upon  the 
oonduct  of  Business.  Yea,  Sir,  the 
oountry  will  form  its  judgment  upon  the 
sotion  of  hon.  Members  below  the  Gang- 
way, when  we  protest  against  this  con- 
stant delay  in  the  conduct  of  the  Busi- 
ness of  the  House,  to  the  detriment  of 
every  interest  in  the  country.  I  consent 
to  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  BIGQAIt  (Cavan,  W.)  :  The 
right  hon.  Qentleman  tells  us  the  public 
will  judge.  I  do  not  know  if  he  realizes 
the  issue  which  is  placed  before  the 
country.  It  is,  whether  a  discussion  of 
a  Vote  of  nearly  £4,000,000  can  be 
properly  carried  on  between  3  and  4  in 
the  morning.  I  think,  npon  that  queS' 
tion,  the  country  will  decide  that  the 
Opposition  is  right,  and  the  Gkivernment 
wrong. 

Question  put,  and  agrttd  to. 

Debate  adjourtud  till  Thurtday. 
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BlLL.-[BiLL  263.] 

(5iV  John  Qortt,  Mr.  Jackun.) 

COUUITTKX. 

Bill  eontidertd  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Dn.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  : 
must  really  ask  the  Goremment  not  to 
go  on  with  this  Bill  now.  The  Bill  was 
placed  on  the  Notice  Paper  only  the  day 
Defore  yesterday,  and  is  being  sboved  on 
in  the  most  unreasonable  way.  The 
Government  may  think  this  is  a  pr  _ 
way  of  getting  on  with  Business,  and  of 
getting  the  public  money;  but  we  are 
here  to  prevent  the  public  money  being 
unduly  spent,  and  I  sincerely  hope  some 
more  time  may  he  allowed  us  for  con- 
sideration of  this  Bill.  I  will  now  move 
that  Progress  be  reported. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Dr. 
Tanner.) 

The  under  SEORETAEY  of 
STATE  FOB  INDIA  (Sir  John  Gorst) 
(Chatham) :  Of  oonrse,  if  hon.  MemboFB 
are  determined  to  oppose  Progress,  I 
shall  not  persist.  I  may  just  mention 
Jfr.  W.  S.  Smith 
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that,  so  far  from  this  being  a  Bill  for 
spending  public  money,  it  is  a  Bill  for 
saving  money ;  and  if  hon.  Henbers 
were  as  anxious  for  the  benefit  of  our 
Indian  fellow -subjects  aa  they  profess  to 
be,  they  would  not  attempt  to  stop  the 
Bill. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.): 
I  appeal  to  my  hon.  Friend  (Dr.  Taoner) 
withdraw  his  Motion. 
Dr.  TANNER:    Of  course,  I   will 
defer  to  the  wish  of  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend,  and  will  withdraw  the  Motion ; 
but  I  must  protest  most  strongly  against 
the  way  in  which  Qovernment  measures 
are  brought  on  at  a  very  late  hour,  and 
pushed  through  Committee  at  the  close 
of  a  prolonged  Sitting. 
Motion,  hy  leave,  withdraun. 
Clause  1  agrttd  to. 

Clause  2  (Power  of  trustees,  &X.  in 
relation  to  exchange  of  stock). 

Amendment  proposed. — {Mr.  Salt.) 
Th8  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  INDIA  (Sir  John  Oobbt) 
(Chatham) :  I  may  explain  that  this  is 
a  technical  Amendment,  which,  with 
others,  is  proposed  to  enable  holders  of 
4  per  cent  Stock,  who  are  trustees  for 
minors  or  persons  of  unsound  mind,  to 
exchange  such  Stock  for  3^  per  cent 
Stock.  The  Amendments  are  suggested 
by  the  Bank  of  England  and  genuemen 
who  are  aware  of  Stock  standing  in  small 
amounts  in  the  name  of  trustees,  and 
they  have  been  submitted  to  the  Attorney 
General,  and  approved  by  him,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  a  protector  of  the 
rights  of  minors  and  persons  of  unsound 

Ma.  CHANCE  (Kilkenny,  8.):  J 
understand  that  the  power  is  permia* 
sivo ;  and,  if  so,  will  it  not  he  somewhat 
expensive  for  a  trustee  to  make  applioa- 
tion  for  the  oonsent  of  a  Judge  of  the 
High  Court  ?  Is  it  not  desirable  that  the 
conversion  should  be  made  compulsory, 
at  once  protecting  a  guardian  who  haa 
not  the  power  of  varying  the  terms  of 
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Db.  CLABK  (Caithness) :  We  do  not 
hear  a  word  of  the  Amendments  as  they 
are  proposed,  or  when  put  from  the 
Chair,  and  we  are  passing  clauses  we 
really  know  nothing  about. 

Mb.  CHANCE:  I  would  appeal  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General, 
would  it  not  be  better  to  make  the  con- 
version of  the  Stock  held  by  trustees 
compulsory?  Will  not  the  form  pre- 
scribed imply  considerable  expense  to 
holders  of  Stock  of  small  amounts? 
Would  it  not  be  better  to  make  the 
conversion  of  the  Stock  compulsory  at 
once? 

The  ATTOENBY  GENEEAL  (Sir 
BiCHABD  Wbbsteb)  (Islo  of  Wight) : 
There  will  be  no  great  expense  incurred, 
and  the  conversion  is  optional,  and 
alternative  to  the  redemption  of  the 
Stock  at  par.  The  guardian  may  with- 
hold his  consent  to  the  exchange. 

Mb.  chance  :  As  I  understand  the 
clause,  it  is  introducing  an  entirely  new 
principle  into  lunacy  practice. 

SiB  EICHARD  WEBSTEE:  It 
may  be  as  the  hon.  Member  says ;  but, 
at  this  late  hour,  I  will  not  enter  upon 
an  ai^^ument.  I  can  only  say  that  it  is, 
in  our  opinion,  a  proper  course  in  the 
interest  of  those  concerned.  Of  course, 
tiie  hon.  Member  will  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  looking  into  the  matter  and 
raising  any  speci6c  point  later. 

Mb.  T.  M:  HEALT:  I  think  the 
Government  will  recognize  the  reason- 
ableness of  reporting  Progress. 

Sib  JOHN  GOEST:  Of  course,  if 
such  a  Motion  is  pressed,  I  cannot  resist 
it ;  but  I  would  remind  the  Committee 
of  the  importance  of  time  in  the  matter. 
If  we  pass  the  Bill  through  Committee 
lo-night,  it  can  be  printed  and  set  down 
for  l^sport  on  Thursday,  and  we  shall 
then  have  an  opportunity  of  consider- 
ing it. 

Mb.  CHANCE:  Very  well;  I  agree 
to  that. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  aa  amended,  agretd  to, 

Bemaining  Clauses  agreed  to. 

Bill  reforted;  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered on  Tkareday^  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  267.] 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." 
— <ifr.  Jaa$an.) 


Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
Upon  this  Motion,  Sir,  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  Order.  It  will  be  within  your 
recollection  that  I  raised  the  question 
earlier  in  the  day,  in  regard  to  a  Motion 
made  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
to  which  neither  I  nor  anyone  else 
offered  any  opposition.  The  point  on 
which  I  asked  your  ruling  was  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Eesolution  passed  by  the 
House  that  the  several  stages  of  the 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  ( Ireland)  Bill 
should  have  precedence  as  the  first 
Business  of  the  day  whenever  it  was  set 
down.  Now,  what  I  have  to  submit  for 
your  ruling,  Sir,  is— and  I  do  so  only 
because  it  is  a  thing  that  may  occur 
again — the  fact  that  the  first  Business 
of  the  day  was  the  Motion  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman 

Mb.  SPEAKEE  :  Order,  order  !  It 
is  not  competent  for  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  to  dispute  my  ruling ;  but  I 
may  tell  him,  for  his  information,  that 
Motions  at  half-past  4  are  not  included 
in  the  ordinary  Motions  for  the  day; 
they  stand  in  a  category  by  themselves. 
In  that  sense  I  gave  my  ruling,  which  I 
shall  not  permit  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
dispute. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Of  course.  Sir, 
I  know  I  must  not  attempt  to  do  that 
without  Notice  of  a  distinct  Motion ;  but 
what  I  want  to  point  out  is — and  I  ask 
the  question,  because  it  may  occur  again 
in  another  case — that  the  discussion  of 
such  a  Motion  as  we  had  early  in  the 
day  might  last  an  entire  night,  and 
would  it  not,  therefore,  be  the  first 
Business  of  the  day  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKEE :  The  duration  of  a 
debate  on  a  Motion  brought  on  at  half- 
past  4  does  not  affect  the  principle  at 
all. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  at  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Wednesday,  18M  May,  1887. 
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MOTIONS. 

OOMMITTSES  (ABOENSION  DAY). 

Ordered^ThAi  Committees  shall  not  sit  To- 
morrow, being  Ascension  Day,  until  Two  of 
the  clock,  and  have  leave  to  sit  until  Six  of  the 
dock,  notwithstanding  the  sitting  of  the  House. 
— (Mr,  William  Uenry  Smith.) 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PE0VI8I0NAL  ORDERS 

(no.  3)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Long,  Bill  to  confirm  cer- 
tain Provisional  Orders  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  relating  to  the  Local  Government 
District  of  AlverstoKe,  the  Boroughs  of  Dews- 
bury,  Great  Torrington,  Halifax,  and  Notting- 
ham, and  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  the  St. 
Thomas  Union,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Long  and  Mr.  Ritchie. 
hill pretentedf  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  268.] 

ORDER     OF   THE  DAY. 


CRIMINAL  LAW  AMENDMENT  (IRE- 
LAND) BILL.— [Bill  217.] 

(Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour f  Mr,  Secretary  Matthews^  Mr, 
Attorney  General^  Mr,  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland.) 

COMMITTEE.    [^Progresi  11  th  May."] 

[ninth  night.] 
Bill  considered  in  Oommittee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Summary  Jurisdiction. 

Clause  2  (Extension  of  summary  juris- 
diction). 

Mr.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.):  I  beg 
to  move  the  omission  in  page  2,  line  14, 
of  the  words — 

**  Any  person  who  shall  commit  anj  of  the 
following  offences  in  a  proclaimed  district ." 

I  believe  that  there  exists  some  mys- 
terious person  termed  a  '*  draftsman  "  in 
the  Irish  Office.  Who  he  is  I  do  not 
know,  but  he  receives  annually  about 
£2,000 ;  and  I  think  that  for  £2,000 
a-year  we  might  expect  somethiDg  like 
English  grammar,  although  we  may  not 
expect  decent  drafting.  In  moving  the 
Amendment,  which  stands  first  on  the 
Paper,  I  will  read  the  few  lines  of  the 
second  clause.  They  commence  by 
stating — 

"Any  person  who  shall  commit  an^  of  the 
following  offences  in  a  proclaimed  district," 

and  one  would  imagine  that  the  clause 
would  go  on  to  describe  the  ofiPences  in 
question.    It  does  no  such  thing.    It 
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goes  on  to  describe  the  ofiFenders  in  a 
seriesof  sub-sections,  but  not  theofifences. 
I  also  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  fact  that  a  most  ex- 
traordinary method  has  been  used  in 
framing  the  first  line  in  this  clause,  be- 
cause it  assumes  that  every  person  sent 
to  this  special  tribunal  shall,  as  a  pre- 
liminary condition,  have  committed  an 
ofiPence  within  the  knowledge  of  some 
person,  and,  therefore,  must  be  found 
guilty  as  a  matter  of  course.  I  can  con- 
ceive no  drafting  more  bad  or  more 
grossly  careless  than  to  say — *' Any  per- 
son who  shall  commit  an  offence  shall 
be  tried  for  it."  The  whole  essence  of 
law  is  to  discover  whether  a  person  has 
committed  an  offence  or  not.  It  is  ridi- 
culous to  provide  that  a  person  shall 
have  committed  an  offence.  It  is  for 
these  reasons  that  I  move  the  first 
Amendment  that  stands  in  my  name ; 
but  I  may  explain  that  it  is  intended  to 
transpose  the  words  of  the  clause.  The 
clause  will  read — 


"  Any  person  may  be  prosecuted  before  a 
Court  of  Summar}-  Jurisdiction  under  this  Act 
who  shall  have  taken  part  in  any  criminal  con- 
spiracy to  compel  or  induce  any  person  or  per- 
sons either  not  to  fulfil  his  or  their  legal  obhga- 
tions,"  &c. 

That  will,  at  least,  make  the  clause 
English,  and  it  will  not  alter  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  clause  in  the  slightest  degree. 
What  I  object  to  is  the  bad  grammar 
and  the  bad  drafting  of  the  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
14,  leave  out  from  **  who  "  to  '*  district'* 
in  line  15  inclusive. — {Mr,  Chance,) 

Question  proposed,  *'That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Mb.  chance  :  Before  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  rises  may  I  ask,  as 
a  point  of  Order,  whether,  if  this 
Amendment  is  passed,  it  will  be  com- 
petent to  move  the  substitution  of  the 
word  '*  shall "  for  "  may  "  ? 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  Yes. 

The  ATTOENEY  GENEEAL  for 
lEELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity):  The  hon.  Member  complains 
of  the  drafting  of  the  Bill,  and  he  has 
made  a  direct  attack  upon  the  draftsman. 
Now,  I  am  not  the  draftsman  myself, 
but  I  have  found  no  difficulty  in  under- 
etandiug  what  the  clause  meane,  and  I 
do  not  believe  that  any  tribunal  or  any 
Member  of  the  House,  on  reading  over 
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the  clause,  if  he  brings  his  reason  to 
bear  on  it,  will  have  any  difficulty  in 
understanding  it.  The  Oovemment  are 
asked  now  to  recast  the  entire  clause, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  altering  the  sense 
of  the  clause,  but  to  meet  the  views  of 
hon.  Members  below  the  G-angway  oppo- 
site as  to  mere  terms  of  expression.  The 
Goyemment  are  not  disposed  to  comply 
with  the  request  of  the  hon.  Member. 
If  it  can  be  shown  that  the  clause  is  not 
intelligible,  we  will  be  ready  to  listen 
to  any  suggestion  to  alter  it  which  may 
be  made.  Nothing,  however,  of  the 
kind  has  been  done,  and  the  clause,  as 
it  stands,  is  perfectly  intelligible.  I 
may  tell  the  hon.  Member  that  however 
wide  his  knowledge  of  the  Statutes  may 
be,  and  whatever  may  be  the  faults  of 
the  draftsman  employed  in  drawing  up 
this  clause,  the  precedents  of  other  Acts 
which  are  now  on  the  Statute  Book  have 
been  followed.  The  sentence  specially 
pointed  to  by  the  hon.  Member  is  one 
which  will  be  thoroughly  understood  by 
the  Court,  and  will  undoubtedly  have 
the  proper  construction  put  upon  it.  I 
contend  that  it  is  perfectly  clear  as  it 
stands,  and  that  it  is  altogether  un- 
necessary to  alter  it. 

Mr.  change  :  I  am  sorry  that  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  should 
have  exhibited  such  warmth  in  defend- 
ing the  absent  draftsman.  Considering 
the  warmth  which  he  has  displayed, 
I  think  it  may  be  rightly  assumed  that 
the  employment  of  this  individual  has 
been  a  job  to  oblige  one  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  political  eanfr^ree. 

Ma.  HOLMES :  I  certainly  did  feel  it 
neceesary  to  defend  the  draftsman,  seeing 
that  he  has  actually  followed  the  prece- 
dents of  other  Statutes  in  drawing  up 
the  clause. 

Me.  CHANCE :  Who  is  he  ? 

Mb.  holmes  :  That  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  matter. 

Mb.  chance  :  What  is  his  name  ? 

Mb.  holmes  :  He  has  been  in  the 
Irish  Office  for  years — long  before  I 
came  to  the  Office  I  now  hold. 

Thb  chairman  :  I  must  point  out 
to  tiie  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny  that 
he  is  introducing  into  the  Question 
an  ^mnent  which  is   totally  unneoes- 


Mb.  chance  :  Of  course  I  bow  to 
joor  ruling,  Sir  ;  but  I  retain  my  silent 
opinion  upon  the  matter.  The  right 
hasL  and  learned  Gentleman  made  an 

YOL.  COOXV.    [thibd  sbribs.] 


attack  upon  me,  and  I  think  I  had  a 
right  to  know  what  was  the  motive  which 
actuated  him  in  doing  so.  I  never  claimed 
to  be  a  judge  of  the  technicalities  of  the 
Statutes  at  large ;  but  I  have  pointed 
out  to  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman that  if  he  would  apply  his  mind 
to  this  section  he  would  see  that  it  is 
ungrammatical  and  nonsensical.  I  do  not 
think  any  parallel  can  be  found  for  it 
except  in  a  Game  Act  which  was 
passed  by  the  Tory  Party.  One  page 
in  that  Act  contains  13  mistakes  in 
grammar  and  English.  The  first  line 
of  this  clause  says — **Any  person  who 
shall  commit  any  of  the  following  of- 
fences," and  then  Ist  sub-section  goes  on 
to  describe  the  offenders — namely,  **any 
person  who  shall  take  part  in  any  crimi- 
nal conspiracy,"  &c.  According  to  this  a 
person  is  an  offence  and  not  an  offender. 
I  can  assure  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  that  in  raising  the  question  I 
was  only  anxious  to  maintain  the  repu- 
tation of  the  Tory  Bench,  represented  so 
brilliantly  by  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land, in  matters  of  grammar.  I  only  ask 
them  to  make  this  clause  at  least  in- 
telligible and  decent  grammar,  and,  in 
reply,  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
launches  out  into  personalities  and  accu- 
sations that  I  not  only  know  the  wholo 
of  the  Statutes,  but  wish  to  pose  as  an 
authority  upon  grammar.  Now,  I  know 
nothing  of  the  kind;  but  I  do  know 
what  grammar  is,  and  I  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  to  say  whether  the 
words  of  this  clause  are  either  decent 
grammar  or  common  sense  ? 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  do  not  see  why,  when  my  hon.  Friend 
points  out  that  the  language  of  the 
clause  is  indefensible,  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  should  commence  to 
jeer.  I  think  it  the  statutable  right,  if 
the  Irish  people  are  to  be  sent  to  prison, 
that  they  should  be  committed  to  gaol 
with  all  the  pomp  of  the  English  lan- 
guage g^ammaticaUy  expressed.  Here  we 
have  a  clause  which  will  be  intelligible 
only  to  the  understanding  of  a  Kesident 
Magistrate.  My  contention  is  that  it 
should  be  intelligible  to  the  meanest  in- 
telligence. We  are  not  informed  who 
the  person  is  who  has  drawn  up  the 
clause.  Is  it  some  superhuman  indi- 
vidual who  has  no  existence  either  in 
this  House  or  anywhere  else  ?  The 
clause  says — 

p  .    imntk  mght.;\ 
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"  Any  person  who  shall  commit  any  of  the 
ollowing  offences  in  a  proclaimed  district  may 
be  piosecuted  before  a  Court  of  Summary  Ju- 
risdiction under  this  Act,*'  Ao. 

And  the  first  of  the  offences  specified  is, 
'  Any  person  who  shall  take  part  in  any 
criminal  conspiracy."  Therefore,  one  of 
the  offences  is  a  person.  Now,  a  person 
is  no  offence,  and  if  he  is  to  get  six 
months  imprisonment,  let  him  get  it  by 
virtue  of  a  provision  grammatically  ex- 
pressed in  an  Act  of  Parliament.  I 
presume  that  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  has  a  proper  knowledge  of 
grammar,  and  I  would  respectfully  ask 
him  how  he  would  construe  this  clause  ? 
1  defy  even  his  intelligence  to  put  the 
clause  into  anything  like  decent  form. 
The  Irish  people  do  not  pretend  to  speak 
the  English  language  with  a  cockney 
accent ;  but  they  have  some  idea  of 
English  grammar,  and  I  hope  the  G-o- 
vemment  will  give  this  Bill  to  them  in  a 
reasonable  shape.  I  see  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  now  reinforced  by  the  presence 
of  the  Irish  Solicitor  General,  who  is 
well  known  in  the  Law  Courts  as  a 
master  of  diction.  I  trust  that  he  will 
get  up  and  explain  the  language  of  the 
clause. 

Mb.  R.  T.  BEID  (Dumfries,  &c.) : 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  words  of 
the  clause  are  imperfect  so  far  as  their 
grammatical  construction  is  concerned, 
and  perhaps  it  may  not  be  easy  to 
remedy  them.  Probably  the  best  course 
would  be  to  omit  in  line  17  the  words 
"  any  person  who  shall  take  part  in  any 
criminal  conspiracy,"  &c.,  and  then  de- 
fine the  offences  instead  of  the  offenders. 

Mr.  chance  :  That  would  get  rid 
of  one  objection,  but  another  still  re- 
mains— namely,  the  words  ''  who  shall 
commit  any  of  the  following  offences." 
I  think  it  is  ridiculous  in  an  Act  of 
Parliament  to  lay  down  a  condition  pre- 
cedent to  the  trial  of  a  person  that  that 
person  shall  commit  an  offence. 

Thb  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manchester, 
E.) :  The  hon.  Gentleman  has  appealed 
to  me  on  a  question  of  legal  style. 

Mr.  chance  :  No ;  upon  a  question 
of  grammar. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  There  is  no 
question  upon  which  I  am  less  competent 
to  give  an  opinion  than  legal  style.  I 
must  confess  that  I  am  not  an  admirer 
of  the  language  of  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
It  appears  to  me,   however,  that  the 

Mr.  T.  M.  Eealy 


clause  comes  up  to  the  standard  of  legal 
English.  It  has  the  advantage  of  being 
perfectly  intelligible  at  the  first  glance. 
The  Bill  has  been  carefully  drawn  up, 
and  will  have  to  pass  the  rigid  scrutiny 
of  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  I  hope 
the  time  of  the  Committee  is  not  to  be 
wasted  in  discussing  at  length  questions 
of  improving  the  mere  style  of  the 
clauses  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  CHANCE :  English  grammar. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Bill  is 
quite  good  enough  English  and  good 
enough  grammar  for  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  is,  at  all  events,  what  every 
Act  of  Parliament  is  not — namely,  un- 
commonly good  sense.  I  quite  admit 
that  every  precaution  should  be  taken  in 
the  Bill  to  make  its  meaning  perfectly 
clear,  so  that  on  the  face  of  the  Bill 
itself,  everybody  may  know  what  we 
intend  to  adopt,  and  what  we  shall 
adopt.  But  if  hon.  Gentlemen  ask  us  to 
consider  all  these  emendations  in  order 
to  improve  the  legal  style  of  the  Bill,  by 
what  time  do  they  think  the  deliberations 
of  this  Committee  are  likely  to  end  ? 

Mr.  chance  :  Next  year. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  the 
Committee  ought  to  confine  the  discus- 
sion to  questions  of  substance,  and  that 
we  should  not  be  called  upon  to  waste 
our  time  in  discussing  questions  of 
grammar  and  parsing.  Are  we  to  spend 
hour  after  hour  in  discussing  Amend- 
ments merely  to  satisfy  the  fastidious 
tastes  of  hon.  Members  opposite  ?  I  am 
sorry  that  in  discussing  the  clause  the 
hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny  should  have 
considered  it  necessary  to  attack  a  gen- 
tleman who  is  not  a  Member  of  this 
House.  Even  if  the  Bill  was  open  to 
adverse  criticism  as  to  its  drafting, 
which  I  believe  is  not  the  case,  I  would 
ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  recollect  the 
great  amount  of  labour  that  has  been 
thrown  upon  the  draftsman  of  the  Irish 
Office  during  the  last  few  months,  not 
only  in  regard  to  this  Bill,  but  the  Bill 
now  before  the  House  of  Lords,  and  also 
other  Bills.  I  think  there  should  be 
ample  excuse  for  errors  even  far  greater 
than  any  that  can  be  found  within  the 
four  corners  of  this  Bill.  I  feel  that  I 
should  not  be  in  Order  in  pursuing  that 
matter  at  length ;  but  I  feel  bound  to 
stand  up  for  this  gentleman  who  was  not 
appointed  by  the  present  Government, 
but  who  has  long  held  this  Office  and 
has    long  carried    out   the   important 
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fanctions  which  he  now  disoharges  so 
well  in  the  Irish  Office,  and  to  the  satis- 
faction of  successive  Chief  Secretaries. 

Mb.  chance  :  You  ought  to  give 
his  name. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  It  is  no  busi- 
ness of  mine  to  give  the  name.  The 
hon.  Member  will  have  no  difficulty  in 
finding  it  out  if  he  desires,  and  if  there 
is  any  hon.  Gentleman  who  wishes  to 
impugn  the  character  of  this  gentleman, 
the  proper  time  for  doing  so  will  be  when 
the  Vote  for  the  payment  of  his  salary 
comes  before  the  House.  I  hope  that 
hon.  Gentlemen  will  understand  the 
principles  which  the  Government  have 
laid  down  for  themselves  in  this  matter. 
They  are  ready  to  accept  any  Amend- 
ment which  may  be  required  to  make 
the  meaning  of  the  Bill,  if  possible, 
more  clear,  but  they  are  not  ready, 
and  they  will  not  consent,  as  far 
as  they  can  avoid  it,  to  waste  the  time 
of  the  Committee  in  discussing  Amend- 
ments which,  at  the  best,  are  mere 
Amendments  for  the  improvement  of 
style. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork): 
The  point  we  take  up  in  regard  to  the 
Bill  is  this.  We  say  it  is  quite  bad 
enough  that  the  measure  is  to  take  away 
the  liberties  of  the  Irish  people,  but,  at 
any  rate,  we  are  entitled  to  interfere 
when  we  find  that  it  is  making  ducks 
and  drakes  with  the  Queen's  English. 
We  are  not  able  to  agree  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Bill,  but,  at  any  rate,  let  us 
be  able  to  parse  it,  and  I  respectfully 
submit  that  we  are  not  in  a  position  to 
do  that  now.  The  House  has  been  en- 
gaged daring  the  past  fortnight  in  dis- 
cossing  points  of  law,  and  we  have  now 
arrived  at  a  moment  when  it  has  become 
neeeesary  to  discuss  points  of  grammar. 
I  think  the  time  has  come  when  some 
strong  steps  should  be  taken.  Will  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  get  up  and 
tall  Q8  what  the  word  ''person"  in  all 
the  later  sub-sections  is,  and  what  is  the 
nominative  ? 

Thb  FTEtST  LORD  of  the  TKEA- 
8UEY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster)  :  I  rise  to  Order.  Is  the 
bon.  Member  in  Order  in  debating  any- 
thing but  the  Amendment  before  the 
Committee? 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  The  observations 
of  the  hon.  Member  are  connected  with 
the  Amendment ;  but  I  think  the  dis- 
ciitsioa  haa  degenerated  into  a  matter 


which  is  of  infinitely  little  importance, 
and  I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will  con- 
fine himself,  as  much  as  possible,  to  the 
point  at  issue. 

Me.  MAURICE  HEALY :  I  think 
we  are  entitled  to  complain  of  the  un- 
reasonable view  the  Government  take 
of  the  Amendments  we  submit  to  the 
Committee.  I  will  not,  however,  pursue 
further  the  line  of  observations  which 
you,  Sir,  have  commented  on ;  but  I 
will  say  this,  that  when  we  point  out  a 
blot  in  any  of  these  sections,  whether  it 
is  a  blot  in  respect  of  substance  or  of 
grammar,  the  Government,  with  pig- 
headed obstinacy,  as  if  in  some  way 
their  character  was  involved,  refuse  to 
liaten  to  our  complaints.  I  fail  to  see 
that  we  are  in  any  way  concerned  with 
the  character  of  the  draftsman  of  this 
Bill.  Let  us  take  the  section  as  it 
stands,  and  see  whether  it  is  good  or 
bad,  right  or  wrong,  without  regard 
to  the  character  of  the  man  who  drew  it 
up.  On  that  ground  I  put  it  to  the  Go- 
vernment whether,  in  regard  to  their 
own  character  for  knowledge  of  the 
English  language,  they  do  not  think  it 
will  be  compromised  before  the  public 
if  this  section  is  passed  into  law  in  its 
present  form  ? 

Mb.  O'HEA  (Donegal,  W.):  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  so  much  in 
the  habit  of  swallowing  camels  that  it 
is  only  natural  for  them  to  strain  at  a 
gnat.  Anything  more  clumsy  or  more 
ungrammatical  than  this  clause  could 
not  be  included  in  any  section  of  an  Act 
of , Parliament.  The  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  has  defended  the  Qt)vem- 
ment  draftsman,  and  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  has  chimed  in  with  the 
same  line  of  argument.  Of  course,  the 
draftsman  may  be  good  enough  for  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  the  con- 
struction of  this  particular  section  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament  may  be  good  enough 
for  the  intellect  and  capacity  of  the  Re- 
sident Magistrates  in  Ireland.  But  I 
think  we  have  a  perfect  right  to  point 
out  blunders  and  stupidity  wherever  we 
find  them.  Everyone  must  see,  upon 
reading  the  section,  that  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Kilkenny  was  perfectly 
right  in  the  observations  he  made. 

Mb.  CHANCE :  No  doubt,  this  is  a 
very  small  point,  and  I  am  sorry  that 
the  Government  have  taken  up  such  an 
unreasonable  attitude  on  the  matter.  I 
appealed  to  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
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and  as  an  authority  on  English  grammar, 
but  he  declined  to  respond  to  the  appeal. 
The  Irish  Members  must  act  accordingly, 
and  I  shall  press  for  a  Division.  The 
sooner,  therefore,  we  take  a  Division  the 
better. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  101; 
Noes  81 :  Majority  20. — (Div.  List, 
No.  151.) 

Me.  MAUBIOE  HEALY:  I  beg  to 
move  in  line  14,  after  ''  shall,"  to  insert 
''  after  the  passing  of  this  Act."  I  hope 
that  the  Government  will  be  prepared  to 
accept  that  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
14,  after  ''shall,"  insert  '<  after  the 
passing,  of  this  Act." — (Mr,  Maurice 
BeaJy.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  According  to 
the  principle  I  have  just  laid  down,  I  do 
not  think  the  Oovernment  ought  to  ac- 
cept this  Amendment,  which  certainly 
does  not  make  the  clause  more  clear. 
The  meaning  of  the  clause  is  perfectly 
plain,  and  nothing  will  be  gained  by 
accepting  the  Amendment.  I,  therefore, 
ask  the  Committee  to  reject  it. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY :  I  fail  to 
gather  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
jremarks  what  his  reason  is  for  opposing 
the  Amendment.  Do  I  understand  him 
to  say,  after  what  has  occurred  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Amendment  moved  by  my 
hon.  Friend  just  now,  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  so  exceedingly  nice  in  regard 
to  the  phraseology  of  this  clause  that 
they  will  not  accept  the  words  "after 
the  passing  of  this  Act,"  because  there 
may  be  tautology  ?  We  were  told  a  few 
minutes  ago  that  the  capacity  of  the 
Irish  Resident  Magistrates  is  such  tbat 
it  is  necessary  for  the  Government  to 
put  their  clause  into  bad  English  in 
order  to  enable  those  gentlemen  to 
understand  it.  But  in  regard  to  this 
Amendment  the  position  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  this — that  these  gentlemen — the 
Resident  Magistrates — are  so  nice  upon 
the  question  of  grammar,  that  their 
feelings  will  be  shocked  if  the  clause 
contains  a  single  superfluous  word.  I 
will  only  point  out  that  the  words 
"after  the  passing  of  this  Act"  are 
usually  employed  in  Acts  of  Parliament. 

Mr,  Chance 


No  doubt,  the  words  "  under  this  Act" 
appear  in  the  clause;  but  it  does  not 
necessarily  follow  that  the  word  "  shall " 
involves  the  future  tense.  The  Govern- 
ment intend,  and  we  intend,  that  these 
clauses  shall  not  be  retrospective  in 
their  operation,  but  that  they  shall  only 
apply  to  crimes  commHfed  after  the 
passing  of  the  Act;  and,  therefore,  I  do 
not  see  that  the  innocent  Amendment  I 
have  proposed  does  more  than  put  in 
dearer  language  that  intention.  Why 
not  insert  "  after  the  passing  of  the 
Act "  if  they  really  mean  after  the 
passing  of  the  Act  f 

Mb.  CHANCE:  The  first  words  of 
the  1st  clause  are — 

"  Where  a  sworn  information  has  been  made 
that  any  offence  to  which  this  section  applies 
has  been  committed  in  a  prooliumed  district." 

The  2nd  clause  contains  the  words  "  in 
a  proclaimed  district."  But  the  district 
cannot  be  proclaimed  until  after  the  Act 
has  been  passed,  and,  therefore,  the 
section  must  apply  to  the  future.  The 
same  point  arose  on  the  1st  clause,  in 
reference  to  the  power  to  enable  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  to  put  the  clause  in  force ; 
and  in  that  discussion  we  discovered,  to 
our  surprise  and  alarm,  and  certainly 
much  to  the  surprise  of  the  English 
language,  that  a  proclaimed  district 
meant  a  district  not  proclaimed,  but 
which  may  be  proclaimed.  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  tells  us  the  mean- 
ing of  the  clause  is  perfectly  dear ;  but 
we  know  that  bad  grammar  often  has 
some  hidden  and  subtle  meaning,  and  I 
hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  tell 
us  how  it  is  perfectly  clear,  and  that  it 
is  not  to  deal  with  an  offence  committed 
before  the  drafting  of  the  Act.  If  it  is 
desired  to  prevent  a  prosecution  for 
offences  committed  before  the  passing  of 
the  Act,  then  I  insist  that  the  Amend- 
ment is  necessary.  We  do  not  now 
want  the  Government  to  be  grammatical ; 
we  have  given  up  that  point ;  but  we  do 
want  them  to  make  tne  clause  intelli- 
gible, and  they  can  only  do  that  by 
acceptiog  the  Amendment,  and  clearly 
showing  what  they  mean. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Take  the  case 
of  conspiracy.  Are  your  inquiries  to 
extend  over  several  counties  and  over  a 
long  period  of  time  ?  If  not,  how  are 
you  to  control  the  Eesident  Magistrates, 
unless  these  words  are  inserted  in  the 
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dause  ?  Suppose  that  the  Act  passes 
OQ  the  Ist  of  August,  and  that  an  offence 
committed  on  the  2nd  of  August  has  to 
he  proved  hy  some  publication  in  a  news- 
paper which  took  place  on  the  1st  of 
July.  Are  we  to  be  told  that  the  Eesi- 
dent  Magistrate  may  allow  evidence  to 
he  given  of  a  publication  in  a  newspaper 
before  the  passing  of  the  Act  ?  I  main- 
tain that,  as  the  clause  stands,  he  would 
he  eo  allowed ;  and  if  that  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government,  why  not  make 
it  perfectly  plain?  We  know  what 
took  place  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr. 
William  O'Brien  and  Mr.  John  Dillon. 
In  order  to  provide  absolute  proof  of  the 
connection  of  Mr.  William  O'Brien  with 
United  Ireland  m  1887,  a  letter  was  pro- 
duced which  was  written  by  Mr  Wil- 
liam O'Brien  in  1881,  in  order  to  show 
thai  he  was  still  the  editor  of  United 
Ireland^  five  or  six  years  after  having 
written  the  letter.  That  was  the  only 
ffimA  facie  evidence  before  theEesident 
Magistrate  to  prove  that  Mr.  William 
O'Brien  was  the  editor  of  that  paper 
now.  Suppose  the  Government  put  the 
editor  of  United  Ireland  under  this  clause, 
and  Bubjeot  him  to  a  preliminary  in- 
quiry, are  we  to  have  this  letter  of  1881 
trotted  out  again  as  primd  fade  evi- 
dence? Unless  the  words  '*  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act ''  are  inserted  in  this 
ciaase,  the  Besident  Magistrate  would 
undoubtedly  admit  this  letter  as  proof, 
and  would  allow  a  case  to  go  to  the 
jury,  being  himself  both  jury  and  Judge 
at  the  same  time.  I  put  it  to  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  whether, 
proof  being  tendered  of  something  done 
oefore  the  passing  of  the  Act,  the  Eesi- 
dent  Maf^strate  would  not  admit  that 
proof  ?  1  think  the  clause,  as  it  stands, 
is  most  unreasonable,  and  I  am  of  opi- 
nion that  the  attitude  the  Government 
are  taking  is  unfair.  If  they  really  in- 
tend that  the  Act  is  only  to  date  from 
the  time  it  receives  the  Sign  Manual  of 
the  Qaeen,  it  is  not  reasonable  for  them 
to  lefiiee  the  Amendment. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  100; 
Noes  123:  Majority  23.— (Div.  List, 
No.  152.) 

Ma.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  have  now  to 
more,  in  the  first  line  of  the  clause,  to 
leave  oat  the  word  '^commit,"  in  order 
to  sabstitate  the  words  '*  be  proved,  on 
the  oom^aint  of  any  injured  person,  to 


have  committed."  The  clause  would 
then  read — 

"Anjr  person  wlio  shall  be  proved,  on  the 
complaint  Of  any  injured  person,  to  have  com- 
mitted any  of  the  following  offences." 

The  object  of  the  Amendment  is  to 
decide  in  whom  the  initiation  of  the 
prosecution  shall  rest.  The  Government 
will  now  be  tested  as  to  the  reality  of 
their  desire  to  put  down  crime  by  the 
way  in  which  they  treat  this  Amend- 
ment. In  Ireland,  hitherto,  no  indi- 
vidual was  ever  prosecuted  personally, 
and  there  has  grown  up  a  practice  which 
Mr.  George  Waters,  the  County  Court 
Judge  for  Waterford,  has  happily 
termed  **  intimidation  in  the  air,"  when 
a  crime  is  alleged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted the  police  always  prosecute.  No 
person  alleged  to  have  been  intimidated 
ever  prosecutes.  Mr.  Waters  had  before 
him  a  case  in  which  a  man  was  alleged 
to  have  said — 

"  I  advise  the  Irish  people  to  have  nothing 
to  do  with  evicted  farms,  and  I  say  further 
that  a  person  who  takes  an  evicted  farm  is  a 
person  who  is  unworthy  of  social  amenities." 

This  language  was  not  directed  against 
any  individual ;  but  the  man  who  made 
use  of  it  was  prosecuted  by  the  police 
on  the  ground  that  he  had  intimidated 
some  person  unknown.  Now,  I  wish 
by  this  Amendment  to  get  rid  of  the 
possibility  of  prosecuting  any  man  for 
intimidating  some  person  or  persons  un- 
known. In  the  case  to  which  I  have 
referred,  Mr.  George  Waters  decided 
that  there  is  no  such  offence  as  what  he 
called  **  intimidation  in  the  air."  I  may 
add,  that  Mr.  Waters  came  to  that  con- 
clusion, after  a  Eesident  Magistrate  had 
convicted  the  man  and  sentenced  him 
to  two  or  three  months'  imprisonment. 
Therefore,  I  think  the  Gt)vemment  ought 
to  say  at  once  whether  ''  intimidation  in 
the  air  "  is  their  view  in  passing  this 
Act,  or  whether  it  ought  not  to  be 
necessary  to  produce  the  corpus  of  some 
individual  who  alleges  that  his  mind  or 
body  has  been  injured  by  the  acts  or 
words  of  some  other  individual.  I  hope 
the  Government  will  see  their  way  to 
accept  so  reasonable  a  proposition.  I 
think  it  is  a  monstrous  thing  that  the 
police  force  in  Ireland  should  have 
nothing  to  do  except  to  spend  their  time 
in  getting  up  these  offences  in  the  inte- 
rests of  the  landlords,  and  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  that,  they  should  be  allowed  to 
act  as  prosecutors,  taking  out  both  sum- 
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mons  and  warrant,  without  putting  the 
injured  person  to  any  trouble  whatever. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  would  say  that  the 
intimidation  is  so  great  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  get  anybody  in  Ireland  to 
prosecute.  But  let  me  remind  him  that 
this  Bill  is  to  put  an  end  to  intimida- 
tion, and  we  are  told  by  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  that  it  will  make  Ire- 
land happy,  contented,  and  prosperous. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says — **  Once 
pass  this  Bill,  and  the  intimidation, 
which  is  now  going  about  like  a  foul 
spectre,  will  be  laid,*'  and,  therefore, 
no  person  need  be  in  the  least  degree 
afraid  of  intimidation,  because  law  and 
order  will  be  in  such  splendid  working 
order  that  everyone  will  be  able  to  go 
about,  what  has  been  called  in  euphe- 
mistic terms,  his  ''lawful  business" — 
that  is,  the  business  of  the  landlords, 
and  resort  to  land-grabbing  and  other 
occupations  of  the  same  kind.  I  main- 
tain that  the  person  aggrieved  ought  to 
be  the  person  who  makes  the  complaint. 
In  regard  to  the  most  serious  crimes  the 
individual  is  never  the  prosecutor,  but 
you  have  the  Crown  Prosecutor,  the 
Crown  Solicitor,  and  everything  ema> 
nating  from  the  Crown.  We  are  told 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  individual 
initiation,  but  that  we  must  rely  on  the 
State  for  everything.  We  are  read  a 
lesson  every  day  upon  that  point  by 
The  Times,  What  we  want  is  a  little 
local  option  in  the  matter  and  not  to 
have  policemen  *'  nosing*'  and  scenting 
opportunities  for  prosecution.  When 
once  they  get  a  quarry  before  them  they 
hunt  it  down  until  it  gets  before  the 
Hesident  Magistrate,  who  is  himself  an 
ox-policeman,  or  a  disbanded  soldier. 
If  my  Amendment  is  accepted  it  will 
remove  a  most  irritating  blister  from 
the  body  politic  in  Ireland.  In  civil 
actions  the  Qovernment  do  not  interfere. 
If  a  Member  of  the  Qovernment  made  a 
bargain  with  me  and  did  not  observe 
that  bargain  I  should  not  apply  to  the 
State  for  my  remedy.  Then  why,  in 
offences  which  concern  quasi  civil  rights, 
am  I  not  entitled  to  take  the  same  course 
in  a  civil  action  ?  The  Government  will 
not  be  prepared  to  provide  the  money 
for  payment  of  the  expenses  unless, 
perhaps,  it  is  a  civil  action  against  The 
Times,  A  man  goes  along  a  road  and 
he  is  grinned  at  or  whistled  at.  In  a 
famous  case  which  occurred  some  time 
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ago  a  man  was  accused  of  whistling  at 
a  landlord  as  he  went  along  the  road, 
in  what  the  police  called  a  ''derisive 
manner,"  and  he  got  six  months  for  it. 
Now,  I  think,  the  landlord  ought  to 
have  been  left  to  his  own  remedy.  It 
was  not  a  criminal  act,  and  ought  only 
to  have  been  the  subject  of  a  civil  action 
for  damages,  although  I  very  much 
doubt  whether,  under  the  circumstunces, 
any  prosecutor  would  have  obtained  civil 
d  amages  at  all.  In  cases  of  this  kind  the 
aggrieved  person  should  bring  his  own 
prosecution,  and  if  such  prosecutions 
were  initiated  by  individuals  they  would 
come  into  Court  without  the  pomp, 
circumstance,  and  panoply  of  a  great 
State  trial.  Under  the  Act  of  1882, 
there  was  in  no  instance  a  private  prose- 
cution, but  in  every  instance  the  prose- 
cution was  the  act  of  the  State,  and 
consequently  the  Eesident  Magistrate 
had  a  mental  stimulous  administered  to 
him  as  Crown  prosecutor.  I  venture  to 
think  that  if  individuals  who  conceive 
themselves  to  have  been  wronged  were 
left  to  prosecute  at  their  own  expense, 
they  would  appraise  the  inquiries  re- 
ceived at  their  real  value,  and  very  few 
cases  would  find  their  way  into  Court. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  hope  the 
Government  will  see  their  way  to  remove 
this  course  of  itritation  from  the  Bill, 
and  allow  every  injured  individual  to 
take  his  own  remedy  as  he  would  be  re- 
quired to  do  in  a  civil  case. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  2,  line  14,  leave  out  **  commit,**  and 
insert  "be  proved  on  the  complaint  of  any  in- 
jured person,  to  have  committed.* '—(i/r.  T,  If, 
Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'  commit '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Me.  holmes  :  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  in  moving  the  Amendment  has 
referred  to  the  analogy  between  oiYil 
actions  and  criminal  prosecutions.  Now, 
there  is  no  analogy  whatever  between 
the  two  ;  and,  I  think,  it  is  generally 
accepted  by  lawyers  that  there  is  an 
essential  distinction  as  to  the  foundations 
on  which  a  civil  action  reposes.  A  civil 
action  is  brought  to  vindicate  the  ri^bt 
of  a  particular  individual,  and  not  lor 
the  purpose  of  redressing  a  pnblio 
wrong.  But  when  a  prisoner  is  prose* 
cubed  in  a  Criminal  Court,  whether  & 
Superior  Court,  or  a  Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction,   it  is  for   the  purpose    of 
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vindicating  public  justice.  Accordingly, 
the  law  provides,  and  it  is  the  law  of 
England  and  Scotland,  as  well  as  Ire- 
land, that  criminal  prosecutions  may 
be  brought  forward  in  one  of  two  ways. 
Even  in  England  the  Queen  is  always 
nominally  the  prosecutor,  although  an 
individual  frequently  sets  the  law  in 
motion.  In  England  there  have  been 
many  instances  in  which  an  individual 
has  taken  upon  himself  the  responsibility 
of  dealing  with  a  criminal  prosecution  ; 
but  in  Ireland  public  prosecutions  have 
been  almost  universal  for  a  long  time 
past,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  the  usual 
practice  should  be  deviated  from.  A 
Koyal  Commission  was  appointed  a  good 
many  years  ago  to  inquire  into  the 
question,  and  in  their  Report  the  Com- 
missioners spoke  highly  of  the  system 
which  exists  in  Ireland  and  Scotland, 
and  recommended  that  it  should  be  ex- 
tended to  England.  In  Ireland  the 
principle  of  setting  the  law  in  motion 
by  the  Public  Prosecutor  is  the  principle 
which  underlies  the  Criminal  Law.  In 
the  case  of  this  clause  there  are  a  con- 
siderable number  of  offences  mentioned 
in  the  second  and  subsequent  sections, 
and  it  is  not  for  the  sake  of  the  indi- 
vidual aggrieved,  but  for  the  sake  of 
the  public  and  public  justice  that  there 
should  be  some  one  to  put  the  law  in 
motion.  Prosecutions  are  instituted  not 
for  the  redress  primarily  or  solely  of  a 
wrong  to  an  individual,  but  for  the  good 
of  the  public.  It  may  not  be  safe  or 
expedient  for  the  individual  to  prosecute, 
and  he  may  frequently  prefer  to  ac- 
quiesce in  the  wrong.  That  would  be  an 
injury  to  the  public,  and,  therefore,  it 
is  necessary  to  have  some  machinery  for 
putting  the  law  in  motion.  Accordingly 
we  have  framed  the  clause  in  this  way, 
and,  I  may  add,  that  it  is  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Summary 
Jurisdiction  Act.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  has  spoken  of  some  public 
of&cial  who  used  the  phrase  ''intimidation 
in  the  air.''  I  do  not  quite  understand 
what  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
means  by  that. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  It  was  not  my 
expression.  It  was  a  judicial  expres- 
sion. 

Mb.  HOLMES:  It  maybe  a  judicial 
expression,  but  I  do  not  understand  it. 
llVnat  I  do  understand  is,  that  in  a  case 
fluoh  as  he  has  mentioned  a  prosecution 
ought  not  to  be  undertaken. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Will  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  have  any 
objection  to  make  that  decision  binding  ? 

Mr.  HOLMES:  As  I  have  already 
stated,  I  know  nothing  whateyer  about 
the  decision  ;  but  what  I  do  say  is  that 
it  has  been  decided  in  such  a  case  as 
that  referred  to  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  that  a  prosecution  would  not 
lie. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Will  the  Go- 
vemment  provide  a  record  of  decisions 
so  that  we  may  have  a  continuity  of 
proceedings  ?  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
G-entleman  does  not  seem  to  treat  the  de- 
cision of  one  of  the  Government  officials 
with  any  great  respect.  Here,  in  this 
section,  you  are  inaugurating  a  machinery 
for  the  punishment  of  a  large  class  of 
offences ;  and  what  I  want  to  know  is 
whether  care  will  be  taken  that  a  de- 
cission  given  at  one  moment  shall  not 
be  practically  overriden  by  the  decision 
of  another  Resident  Magistrate  in  another 
case,  because  what  I  fear  is  that — ''What 
in  the  captain  is  but  a  choleric  word 
may  in  the  soldier  be  rank  blasphemy." 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has 
not  met  one  of  my  points  at  all — namely, 
that  there  should  be  some  individual 
concerned  in  the  prosecution  who  has 
been  damnified.  It  is  no  answer  for  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  say 
that  the  State  has  been  damnified.  In 
this  case,  the  Resident  Magistrate  is  the 
State ;  he  is  appointed  by  the  State ; 
appointed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State  ; 
and  his  salary  may  be  raised  or  lowered 
at  the  will  of  the  State.  Therefore,  the 
Resident  Magistrate  and  the  State  are 
convertible  terms,  and  it  is  not  what  the 
State  thinks,  but  what  the  Resident 
Magistrate  thinks.  We  are  told  that 
this  is  an  Act  passed  for  securing 
national  liberty  and  for  the  prevention  of 
crime.  We  are  also  told,  in  the  lan- 
fi^age  of  the  Primrose  League,  that  it 
IS  an  Act  passed  to  put  down  crime.  Boy- 
cotting, Moonlighting,  and  intimidation. 
There  must  be  some  intimidation,  and 
there  must  be  crime  committed  against 
some  individual,  and  yet  the  Gt>vorn- 
ment  meet  my  Amendment  by  saying 
that  the  initiation  of  a  prosecution  must 
rest  with  the  police.  There  is  another 
point  which  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  not  touched  at  all — 
namely,  that  in  any  prosecution  it  is 
necessary  to  show  that  some  person  has 
been  injured.    My   Amendment  deals 
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with  both  points,  because  under  it  it 
would  not  only  be  necessary  to  show  that 
some  person  had  been  injured,  but  to 
leave  the  prosecution  to  that  particular 
individual.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  told  me  that  in  such  a 
case  as  that  which  I  refer  to  a  pro- 
secution would  not  lie,  and  he  says  that 
he  does  not  understand  the  words  used 
by  the  learned  Judge  at  Waterford  as  to 
**  intimidation  in  the  air.''  In  that  case 
the  prosecution  was  initiated  by  the 
Crown  Prosecutor.  I  think  there  was 
great  force  in  what  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  said  about  the 
necessity  of  vindicating  a  certain  class  of 
ofiPences  by  the  State.  But  surely  it  is 
only  reasonable  to  provide  that  when  an 
ofifenoe  has  been  committed  it  should 
have  been  committed  upon  somebody, 
and  that  the  person  on  whom  it  has  been 
committed  should  prosecute. 

Mr.  holmes  :  I  have  no  desire  to 
enter  into  the  points  which  have  been 
raised  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member. 
My  contention  is  that  the  clause  is 
perfectly  clear  as  it  stands. 

Me.  O'DOHEETY  (Donegal,  N.) : 
There  is  a  fallacy  in  the  argument  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  in  re- 
ference to  the  system  of  public  prose- 
cutions in  Ireland.  The  system  recom- 
mended by  the  Commission  to  which  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has 
referred,  was  the  system  of  having  both 
in  the  Superior  and  Infertor  Courts 
some  local  person  charged  with  the  pro- 
secution of  offences.  But  that  principle 
has  been  largely  extended  by  successive 
Governments  during  the  last  13  or  14 
years,  and  a  very  considerable  number 
of  offences  have  been  dealt  with.  Lat- 
terly a  sessional  solicitor  attends  and 
prosecutes  at  Petty  Sessions ;  but  it  was 
never  part  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
Commission,  and  could  not  have  been 
part  of  the  immemorial  usage  of  Ireland 
into  which  that  Commission  inquired, 
that  the  constabulary  established  by  Sir 
Bobert  Peel  should  be  part  and  parcel 
of  the  system  to  which  the  Commission 
referred.  If  this  principle  were  adopted 
in  England  and  Scotland,  instead  of  a 
police  force  of  30,000  men  it  would  be 
necessary  to  increase  it  to  at  least  85,000, 
in  order  that  there  should  be  the  same 
proportion  to  the  population  as  that 
which  exists  in  regard  to  the  population 
of  Ireland.  In  my  opinion,  nothing  has 
done  60  much  to  bring  the  law  into  con- 
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tempt  in  Ireland  as  the  necessity  for 
keeping  in  action  some  14,000  persons, 
who   are  always   on  the   look  out  for 
something  to  justify  their  very  existence. 
It  is  a  serious  blunder  in  the  Bill,  and  a 
serioiis  mistake  for  any  Government  to 
think  that  by  putting  upon  the  police 
duties  which  they  ought  not  to  discharge, 
and  by  putting  them  in  the  odious  position 
of  being  prosecutors  and  litigants,  any 
advantage  is  to  derived.    That  was  not 
part  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mission to   which  the  right  hon.   and 
learned  Gentleman  has  referred.     But 
what  they  did  recommend,   and  what 
this  Amendment  in  no  way  interferes 
with,  was  that  the  system  of  the  re* 
presentation  of  the  Crown  by  some  local 
person  in  a  prosecution  in  its  various 
stages  should  be  instituted  in  thiscountiy, 
as  is  the  case  in  Ireland  and  Scotland 
now.    No  Englishman  would  stand  such 
a  harassing  system  as  that  to  which  we 
have  been  subjected  for  years.     What 
would  the  English  people  think  if  they 
were  subjected  for  five  years  to  some 
hundred- thousand  police  constables  going 
through  the  country,  and  justifying  their 
existence  by  constant  prosecutions?    My 
opinion  is  that  there  would  be  universal 
discontent  just  as  there  is  in  Ireland. 
I  believe  that  is  one  of  the  reasons  why 
the  law  has  been  made  so  very  unpopular 
in  Ireland.     I  come  now  to  the  more 
immediate  point  involved  in  the  Amend- 
ment, from  which  I  have  diverted  away 
to  the  reference  made  by  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  to  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Boy al  Commission.     How  do 
the  Government  justify  the  interference 
of  the  police  with  the  tenure  of  farms, 
and  the  forcible  possession  of  houses  ? 
After  making  repeated  local  inquiries,  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  great 
mistake  has  been  made.    Attention  has 
been  called  to  a  case  tried  before  Chief 
Baron  Pallas,  in  which,  at  Gweedore, 
certain  houses  had  been  left  by  the  land- 
lord without  a  caretaker.     In  that  case 
the  police  imagined  that  the  old  circular 
issued  under  the  Act  of  1882  in  reference 
to  Crimes  was  still  actually  in  force,  and 
they  occupied  themselves  in  watching  as 
bailiffsthe  houses  from  which  the  tenants 
had  been  evicted — houses  which  were 
not  only  never  re-entered,  but  which  had 
never  been  closed.    It  was  the  inter- 
pretation of  that  circular  which  8ubst€ux* 
tially  gave  rise  to  the  prosecution  before 
the  Lord  Chief  Baron.    In  that  case  the 
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Lord  Chief  Baron  asked  for  the  oiroular, 
and  an  objection  was  raised  that  it  was 
a  priyileged  document,  that  could  not  be 
gone  into.  I  have  only  quoted  this  case 
in  order  to  show  that  the  interference  of 
the  police  in  regard  to  transactions  under 
the  Land  Bill,  and  in  reference  to  pro- 
perty, has  been  excessive,  that  they  have 
poshed  themselves  unnecessarily  into 
private  matters,  and  that  they  make 
themselves  the  bailifiPs'  agents,  and  par- 
tisans of  the  landlords  of  the  district.  I 
entertain  very  strong  feelings  in  the 
matter,  and  I  think  it  is  one  which  ought 
to  be  brought  again  and  again  under  the 
notice  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
80  that  the  Qovernment  may  make  up 
their  mind  before  this  Bill  passes  that 
the  police  shall  not  convert  themselves 
into  mere  partizans  upon  either  side  in 
any  locality.  I  think  the  provisions  of 
this  measure  ought  to  be  restricted  to 
criminal  offences,  and  not  enter  into  dis- 
putes about  the  possession  of  property, 
and  breaches  of  tlie  law,  or  riots,  or  un- 
lawful assembly,  which  are  matters  that 
can  be  made  the  subject  of  civil  proceed- 
ings. As  the  law  is  at  present  adminis- 
tered in  Ireland,  and  as  the  police  are 
constituted,  I  know  that  they  are  con- 
stantly employed  in  connection  with 
offences  against  property,  in  which 
scarcely  any  injury  whatever  has  been 
committed.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
(lendeman  is  perfectly  correct  when  he 
says  that  there  may  be  cases  of  public 
poUej  which  would  require  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Public  Prosecutor;  but 
there  are  heaps  of  cases  which  may  arise 
under  this  Act  in  which  the  initiation 
should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  indi- 
vidual injured,  who  ought  to  be  the 
person  to  make  the  complaint  to  the 
magistrates. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  This  Amendment  raises  two 
questions,  each  of  which  is  of  great  im- 
portance. We  acknowledge  that  there 
are  cases  which  may  arise  where  the 
initiatiTe  may  be  left  to  the  authorities ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  many 
cases  where  we  thitik  the  initiative  of  the 
police  would  be  most  injurious  to  the 
public  peace  and  tranquillity.  That  is 
the  first  point  raised  by  the  Amendment, 
and  the  second  point,  equally  important, 
is  this — whether,  in  order  to  bring  this 
daose  into  operaition,  there  should  be  an 
individual  distinctly  indicated.  I  think 
the  Attoomey    General   for  Ireland  is 


quite  right  in  saying  that  if  you  have  a 
state  of  intimidation  in  a  district,  you 
may  have  an  unwillingness  on  the  part 
of  a  person  to  come  forward  and  take 
the  initiative,  and  that  the  Qovernment 
will  be  right  in  retaining  the  initiative 
of  the  police  in  all  cases  where  it  can  be 
distinctly  proved  that  an  individual  has 
sustained  injury.  I  believe  I  am  right 
in  saying  that  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  who  drew  up  the  Amendment 
will  have  no  objection  to  amend  the 
Amendment,  so  as  to  cover  that  case.  It 
is  a  case  in  which,  I  think,  the  police 
have  a  right  to  take  the  initiative  ;  but 
they  have  no  right  to  take  the  initiative 
in  a  class  of  cases  referred  to  by  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend — that  is  to  say, 
where  the  injury  is  not  physical  injury, 
is  not  injury  to  person,  or  a  distinct  in- 
jury to  property,  but  a  case  in  which  a 
civil  action  would  be  brought.  It  is  only 
right,  in  my  opinion,  that  the  Committee 
should  establish  a  dear  distinction  be- 
tween the  initiative  in  the  two  cases. 
The  second  point  of  the  Amendment  is 
even  more  important  than  the  first ;  and 
the  Attorney  Q-eneral  for  Ireland  seemed 
to  me  rather  to  confirm  than  to  weaken 
our  case  by  the  statements  he  made  upon 
it.  What  did  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  do  ?  He  referred  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  clause  by  way  of  proving 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  Amend- 
ment. Now,  I  contend  that  the  language 
of  the  clause  carries  out  and  confirms  the 
contention  of  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
instead  of  disposing  of  it.  The  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  says  that  this  Bill 
follows  the  same  lines  as  the  Crimes  Act 
of  1882.  Let  me  take  the  last  point 
first.  Our  experience  of  the  Crimes  Act 
of  183 2  is  the  very  reason  why  we  object 
to  the  phraseology  of  the  present  clause. 
None  of  us  would  raise  any  objection  to 
the  clause  if  it  were  directed  against  vio- 
lence or  intimidation,  against  a  particular 
individual.  What  we  object  to  is  that 
the  clause  does  not  pre-suppose  injury  to 
an  individual  at  all,  but  would  enable 
a  Besident  Magistrate  to  exercise  the 
powers  of  the  Act  against  a  class  or 
classes.  How  did  that  operate  under 
the  Act  of  1882?  We  raised  the  very 
same  question  when  that  Bill  was  bo- 
fore  the  House.  Of  course,  our  argu- 
ments were  treated  in  the  manner  in 
which  they  usually  are  when  a  Bill  like 
this  is  before  the  House,  and  our  fears 
were  regarded  as  entirely  imaginary^ 

INinih  Night.  J 
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But  what  took  place  ?    Let  me  give  an 
iastance  to  show  how  the  Act  will  work 
— one  of  the  worst  episodes  of  the  regime 
of  the  Grimes  Act  of  1882.     My  hon. 
Friend  who  now  represents  the  College 
Qreen  Division  of  Dublin  (Mr.  T.  D. 
Sullivan)    went  down   to  Westmeath. 
He  made  a  speech,  urging  upon  the 
farmers   of   Westmeath    the    duty    of 
giving  a  fair  day's  wage  for  a  fair  day's 
labour  to  the  labourers  of  Westmeath. 
14  o  advice,  as  I  think,  could  be  more 
advisable  or  more  necessary.      What 
happened  ?    My  hon.  Friend's  language 
was  not  accompanied  by  intimidation  of 
any  kind  whatever.    It  was  simply  ex- 
hortation and  advice,  but  in  no  stronger 
language  than  was  necessary  by  the 
state  of  the  case.    My  hon.  Friend  was 
brought  up  before  the  magistrates — the 
very  class  of  gentlemen  who  are  to  have 
the  power  of  putting  this  clause  into 
operation ;  and  they  held  him  to  have 
been  guilty  of  intimidation,  not  towards 
a  particular  individual,  not  towards  a 
certain  number  of  persons  in  the  dis- 
trict who  were  specified,    but    to  the 
farmers  of  Westmeath  at  large.    Now, 
the  farmers  of  Westmeath,  I  may  say, 
are  about  as  robust  a  class  of  men  as 
any  that  exists  in  the  whole  of  the 
country.      Yet    the    proposition    was 
gravely  laid  down  and  carried  into  force 
by  the  Besident  Magistrate,  and  after- 
wards by  the  Oounty  Court  Judge,  that 
the  speech  of  my   hon.  Friend  came 
within  the  purview  of  a  clause  like  this, 
because  it  was  calculated  to  intimidate 
a  class  consisting  of  10,000,  20,000,  or 
30,000  farmers  of  the  county.     Imme- 
diately after  my  hon.  Friend  was  im- 
prisoned on  the  accusation  that  he  had 
attempted  to  intimidate  the  farmers  of 
Westmeath,  a  vacancy  arose  in  the  Be- 
presentation    of   Westmeath,   and  the 
very  men  he  was  accused  of  intimidating 
returned  him   on    several    nomination 
papers,  and  there  was  not  the  ghost  of 
an  opposition  to  his    election.     As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  class  he  was  said  to 
have  intimidated  made  their  intimidator 
their  honoured  Bepresentative  in  this 
House ;  and  not  only  did  they  do  that, 
but  they  paid  his  election    expenses, 
and  subscribed  a  handsome  testimonial 
to  him.    There  you  had  a  man  charged 
with  intimidating  a  class  who  sent  him 
to  Parliament,    and,  to  his  and  their 
honour,    generously  and  liberally   re- 
warded him  for  his  services  to  them. 

Mr.  T.P.  ffConmr 


Therefore,  our  fears  are  not  imaginary ; 
but  I  am  dealing   with  a  well-known 
precedent,  in  which  my  hon.  Friend  was 
subjected  to  gross  outrages  at  the  hands 
of  political  opponents,  was  condemned 
to  the  plank  bed,  to  wear  the  prison 
garb,  and  to  clean  out  his  cell.    Further 
than  that,  the  governor  of  the  gaol  en- 
deavoured  to  impose  on  him   various 
things  which  were  not  included  in  the 
prison   discipline,   merely    to    degrade 
him ;  and  at  one  time  my  hon.  Friend 
was  confined  to  his  cell  for  two  or  three 
days    without    enjoying  a  moment  of 
fresh  air  ;    and  it  was  while  he  was 
being  so  treated  that  it  was  announced 
to  him  that  those  he  was  accused  of  in- 
timidatiDg  had  elected  him  as  their  Be- 
presentative. The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General   for 
Ireland  knows  all  these  facts  as  well, 
and  possibly  better,  than  I  do ;  -and  yet 
he  appeeds  to  the  precedent  of  the  Act  of 
1882,  not  as  a  strong  argument  in  favour 
of  our  proposition,  but  as  an  argument 
against  it.     Again,  if  we  compare  the 
words  of  the  clause  with  those  of  any 
corresponding  enactment  for  England, 
we  shall  find  that  in  the  latter  case, 
as  my    hon.  and  learned   Friend  the 
Member    for    Dumfries    (Mr.    B.    T. 
Beid)    has    pointed    out,    there    must 
be  alleged  intimidation   against  some 
definite  person,  his  wife  or  child,    or 
injury  to  his  property,  whelreas  the  whole 
purpose    of   the    phraseology    of    this 
clause  shows  that  it  has  been  left  studi- 
ously and  intentionally  vague,  so  as  to 
include  acts  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Besident  Magistrates,  are  calculated  to 
intimidate  a  specified  individual  or  indi- 
viduals of   a  class  consisting  of    many 
thousand  persons.    In  the  English  law 
a  crime  must  have  been  directed  against 
a  particular  individual,  and  you  must  be 
able  to  bring  up  this  particular  indi- 
vidual, and  to  prove  injury  to  his  person 
or    property.    Let  me  turn  from  the 
limited  scope  of  the  phraseology  of  the 
English    Act    to    the    equally   studied 
phraseology  of  the  Irish  Bill — namely, 
that— 

"  (1)  Any  person  who  shall  take  part  in  any 
criminal  conspiracy  to  compel  or  induce  any 
person  or  persons,  either  not  to  fulfil  his  or 
their  legal  ohligations,  or  not  to  let,  hire,  use,  or 
oooupy  any  land,  or  not  to  deal  wiUi,  work  for, 
or  hire  any  person  or  persons  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  trade,  business,  or  occupation ;  or  to 
interfere  with  the  administration  of  the  law. 
Any  person  who  shall  wrongfully,  and  without 
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legal  authority,  uaeyiolence  or  intimidation  (a) 
to  or  towards  any  person  or  persons,  with  a 
view  to  cause  any  person  or  persons  either  to 
do  any  act  which  such  person  or  persons  has  or 
hare  a  legal  right  to  abstain  from  doing,  or  to 
abstain  from  doing  any  act  which  such  person 
or  persons  has  or  have  a  legal  right  to  do ;  or 
(b)  to  or  towards  any  person  or  persons,  in  con- 
sequence either  of  bis  or  their  having  done  any 
act  which  he  or  they  had  a  legal  right  to  do,  or 
of  his  or  their  having  abstfuned  from  doing 
any  act  which  he  or  they  had  a  legal  right  to 
abstain  from  doing." 

Let  me  take  the  plural  number,  with  its 
intentional  vagueness,  as  it  appears  in 
the  Bill.  In  the  first  place,  in  the  Eng- 
lish  Act,  there  must  have  been  force  and 
intimidation  or  violence  used  to  a  par- 
ticular individual.  But,  here,  all  you 
have  to  do  is  to  use  words  in  the  mildest 
form ;  and  by  the  Definition  Clause  of  the 
Bill  it  is  declared  that — 

'*  The  expression '  intimidation '  includes  any 
words  or  acts  intended  and  calculated  to  put 
any  person  in  fear  of  any  injury  or  danger 
to  himself,  or  to  any  member  of  his  family,  or 
to  any  person  in  his  employment,  or  in  fear  of 
any  injury  to  or  loss  of  property,  business,  em- 
pk^^ent,  or  means  of  hving." 

So  that  the  words  used  may  not  be  in- 
tended to  intimidate  even  a  class,  so 
long  as,  in  the  opinion,  not  of  the  class 
itself^  but  of  the  Eesident  Magistrate, 
they  are  calculated  to  intimidate  that 
class.    In  every  way  I  look  at  this  daiise 
it  appears  to  be  framed  in  the  most 
objectionable    manner.     In    the    first 
place,  the  initiative  is  not  to  come  from 
the  person  injured,  but  from  the  police- 
man   and   the    State.    In  the  second 
place,  the  injury  is  not  defined  as  against 
a  particular  individual,  but  it  may  be 
against    a    class   consisting    of    many 
thousands    of  persons.    In    the    third 
place,  even  the  class  itseK  is  not  allowed 
the  initiative,  or,  indeed,  any  opinion  in 
the  matter.    The  words  which  are  used 
may  not  be  words  which  the  class  against 
wl^m  they  are  used  regard  as  intimida- 
tion, but  they  are  to  be  words  which,  in 
the    opinion    of    another   person — the 
Besident  Mag^trate— are  calculated  to 
intimidate.    That  is  the  way  in  which 
the  clause  is  to  be  worked.    In  other 
words,  the  Besident  Magistrate  is  to 
meet  for  and  work  for  the  people  of  the 
eovntry.    This  Amendment,  therefore, 
mes  to  the  ve^  heart  and  core  of  the 
mH,  and  nothing  shows  more  clearly 
than  the  speech  of  the  Attorney  Oeneral 
for    Irdand    the    desperate    and    evil 
purposes  to  which  the  clause  will  be 
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applied  if  it  is  to  remain  in  its  pre- 
sent shape.  The  Amendment,  there- 
fore, is  one  which  we  must  press  upon  the 
Government  to  the  utmost  of  our  power. 
Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  think 
this  is  an  exceedingly  important  Amend- 
ment, and  I  wish  once  more,  at  this  late 
hour,  to  protest  against  the  habit  of 
quoting  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  of 
1882  as  a  sufficient  justification  of  the 
present  measure.  We  find  that  some  of 
the  Amendments  which  we  are  now 
moving  were  moved  on  that  Bill,  and 
when  we  have  fully  justified  them  by  the 
arguments  we  have  used,  are  we  to  be 
told,  when  experience  shows  that  gross 
and  serious  mistakes  have  been  made  in 
the  Irish  Administration,  that  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  say  that  so-and-so  was  in  a  Bill 
so  many  years  ago  ?  Are  we  to  be  told, 
for  instance,  if  we  wish  to  admit  Irish 
leaseholders  to  the  benefit  of  the  Land 
Act,  that  they  cannot  be  admitted  be- 
cause thev  are  not  in  the  Act  of  1881  ? 
I  hope  tne  Committee  will  seethe  ab* 
surdity  of  carryingon  such  amodeof  argu- 
ment as  that,  and  that  it  will  see  that, 
except  in  the  case  of  legislation  of  an 
unprecedented  character,  no  one  ever 
thinks  of  basing  his  case  upon  such  a 
contention.  We  complain  now,  as  we 
complained  in  1882,  that  this  clause  is 
so  worded  that  it  may  be  used  by  the 
officials  of  the  Executive  in  Ireland  in 
cases  where  no  real  grievance  exists, 
and  in  cases  where  individuals,  although 
by  the  Executive  they  may  be  alleged 
to  have  been  Boycotted  or  intimidated, 
would  not  desire  the  law  to  be  put  in 
force  at  all.  I  say  that  our  experience 
shows  most  clearly  that  this  is  by  no 
means  an  imaginary  fear  on  our  part ; 
it  has  been  done  continually.  We  have 
in  Ireland  the  most  multitudinous  police 
in  the  whole  world ;  we  have  four  times 
as  many  as  are  necessary  for  the  main- 
tenance of  law  and  order,  and  not  only 
are  the  police  so  numerous,  but  there  is 
an  elaborate  system  of  promotion  going 
on  in  the  ranks  of  the  police — namely, 
a  system  based  on  the  practice  of  giving 
marks  for  good  conduct,  the  result  of 
which  is  that  you  have  every  police  con- 
stable from  the  Ist  of  January  to  the 
31st  of  December  in  a  state  of  intense 
eagerness  to  discover  some  crime  or 
other.  The  men  who  get  the  best 
record  and  the  most  marks  are  those  who 
get  up  the  most  cases,  and  thus  we  have 
I  the  policemen  outstepping  the  ordinary 
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functions  of  the  police ;  instead  of  con- 
fining themselves  to  protecting  the  rights 
of  property  they  are  ferreting  about  from 
morning  till  night  trying  to  discover  some- 
thing that  will  justify  their  existence 
and  abnormal  pay,  and  manufacturing 
something  when  they  cannot  discover 
any  real  case.  I  will  mention  one  in- 
stance within  my  own  knowledge  to  show 
how  this  is  done.  I  am  not  quite  cer- 
tain whether  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland  will  consider  this  a  case  of  very 
great  hardship,  but  I  contend  that  it  is 
so.  In  many  districts  in  Ireland  where 
public  feeling  is  excited,  as  it  always  is 
hj  evictions  on  a  large  scale,  where  the 
police  know  that  places  of  entertainment 
and  shops  will  be  greatly  injured  in  their 
trade  by  supplying  the  police  and  agents 
of  the  emergency  association,  and  where 
there  is  no  difficulty  of  getting  food  or 
is  required  in  the  town,  they  have 
goAS'^mM^^i^^igand  of  traders  that 

they  should  supply^Bfttsft?*^  *^^  other 

persons  I  have  referred  to  : 

been  done  for  the  purpose  of  puflu 

O.Z*'l'^''\®°y"*  *^d  Cha^ybdis. 
Can  anything  be  more  cruel  than  that  ? 
The  pohce  know  that  all  the  legislation 


has 


the  present  was  moved,  and  cases  were 
quoted  showing  the  gross  persecution 
which  could  be  carried  on  under  the 
clause.     It  was  shown  clearly  at  that 
time  that  over  and  over  again  repre- 
sentations were  made  to  the  House,  on 
the  authority  of  Resident  Magistrates 
and  the  police,  of  cases  of  intimidation 
in  which  the  people  alleged  to  be  inti- 
midated signed  of  their  own  free  will 
statements  that  they  had  not  been  inti- 
midated, and  that  there  was  no  founda- 
tion for  the  charge.    Of  course  we  were 
met  with  the  answer  that  these  state- 
ments were  wrung  out  of  the  persons 
who  made  them  by  fresh  intimidation. 
I  put  it  to  hon.  Members  whether  the 
business  of  any  country  can  go  on  when 
its  citizens  are  so  weak  in  the  legs  that 
they  want  policemen  to  stand  by  and 
protect  them?     I    ask  where    is    the 
matter  to  end  ?    Is  this  House  to  carry 
on  the  system  for  ever  ?    Surely  a  justi- 
fication of  our  present  attitude  is  to  be 
found  in  the  tact  that,   although  you 
would  not  listen  to  our  arguments  in 
now,  after  five  years,  we  are  told 
state  of  things  is  worse  than 
an  evil  principle  from  be- 
ever.    IN^.    You  have  taught  the 
ginning  to  ^fc^d,  by  proceedings  of 
Pif-^^i  .  %^  Irel&i^kerly  and  absolutely 
tHis  kind,  to  be  fti^es,  and  to  rely  en- 


g2, 
thai 


part  in  the  Nationalist  moyement,  they 

go  round  to  the  shopkeepers  and  say 

they  must  supply  them  and  the  bailiffs 

and  emergency  men  whom  they  take 
round  wifK  *k»~.      T_  ..  .  ".J    «**:e 


m  oraer  to  punish  theRo  man  k«-„  ,.    "'  *"  "^  trjes,  and  to  rely  en- 

they  are  NatioSstrlnd  haye  ^C   Tf  """*  Z"  t^^-^^^V  "^  '^^  P^«««- 
«R..t,„  *u»xT....     ^'?.*°'»  oa^e  taken   tirely  on  the  interfer2»iy  Chief  Secre- 

It  IS  a  curse  which  ev>Jand,  and  every 
tary  you  have  sent  to  Irdp  continually 


^und  with  them.    In  this  way ThTsho; 

tV:.^"'T'-^  adangeroti  positioS, 
lor  they  wiU  either  have  their  licences 
^PPP'^f   at  the    next  Sessions  or  lose 

lor  Ireland  pointed  out  that  one 
sub-section  of  this  clause  makes  it  an 

;J?r  *°or  '°«"'^«o°  towal  *an; 
^IT^u  >^'?P?"®'  *•"«  act  which  I  have 
aesonbed  wiU  be  held  to  be  intimidation 

S  *^l^'°-*'«^°*'y  men  and  agents^  he 

frSm  K^?'"?'"  ^'"  ^'  manufactured 

mTns  ofr'?^  ^  '°^'  •^"'1  ""'de  the 
^.tt!  J  °"*"*  gnevous  and  outrageous 
persecution  against  men  who  have^ 


mitted  no  real  orima  "  Th,!t.«  -^'"1  *'°'°" 
doubt  *^~'-  "•-      .    •     ■'•^®™  can  be  no 


Lord  Lieutenant  has  bee\  people  are 
complaining  of,  that  thesSpped  chU- 
perpetually  running  like  wh&ging  to 
dren  to  Dublin  Castle,  and  b»hey  are 
be  protected.    They  say  that"»t  they 
so  afraid  of  the  Nationalists  tV  them 
want  the  Government  to  protelusper- 
without  anyone  knowing  it  or  wfr-     1 
ing  a  single  word  about  the  matB«>tive 
say  that  such  a  system  is  as  destrf  in- 
to the  people  on  whose  behalf  it  >pu- 
voked  as  it  is  to  the  rest  of  the  *  an 
lation.     If  It  were  true  that  su  J»ted 
elaborate  system  of  intimidation  eShat 
m  Ireland  as  you  represent,  I  sav^en- 
no  one  would  dare  (o  invoke  the  trefoil 
dous  machinery  of  the  law  which  <!>« 
have  provided     I  say  that  it  wouIdV« 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  deS 


doubt  that  the  clause  will  be  used  i„ 

out  o7Y^L"t^*umber;tern  mtr    *'^?*^"i'^  «*  class  of 'pi^Te' .IT  ^ 

im  an  Wdment^xaciy^-^JK  lotffwViSvrA *il£  ^^ 


^r,  J)iUon 


K  A. 


mething  mc^ 
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than  women  or  little  cowardly  scbool- 
boys,  and  that  if  they  haye  a  Coercion 
Act  passed  on  their  behalf,  at  least  they 
Bliall  show  that  they  have  the  courage 
to  come  forward  and  say  that  they  haye 
been  injured. 

Me.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  I 
fihoold  like  the  Committee  to  understand 
what  is  my  opinion  of  the  working  of 
this  Act.    As  soon  as  the  Act  [is  passed, 
a  printed  form  will  be  made  out  con- 
taining a  list  of  the  offences  punishable 
under  it ;  this  form  will  be  sent  to  the 
police  barracks  to  be  filled  up  week  by 
week,  and  then  a  regular  competition 
will  commence  among  the  police  as  to 
who  shall  put  the  greatest  number  of 
offences  on  the  list.    That  is  not  a  mere 
speculation  or  theory  of  my  own,  be- 
cause, at  the  present  moment,  some- 
thing yery  like  this  system  is  in  exist- 
ence in  the  City  of  Dublin  and  other 
parts  of  Ireland.     On  one  side  of  the 
fonn  is  placed  a  list  of  the  arrest  cases, 
and  on  the  other  side  a  list  of  summons 
cases,  and  these  forms  are  handed  round 
the  police  barracks,  and  haye,  as  I  haye 
Mid,  to  be  filled  up  week  after  week. 
The  result  of  this  is  that  there  is  a 
struggle  among  the  police  to  get  the 
largest  number  of  cases  opposite  their 
names,  and  those  who  do  not  show  a 
Atyoorable  record,  run  a  great  risk  of 
pnnishment    by  deg^dation.     Within 
the  last  few  months,  a  sei^eant  in  the 
Dnblin  police  has  been  put  on  half-pay 
for  three  months,  the  superintendent  of 
htt  diyision  haying  reported  that  he  was 
an  inefficient  officer  because  he  had  not 
sent  in  a  sufficient  number  of  complaints 
against  the  publicans  of  Dublin  and  his 
fellow  constables.    Now,  that  is  a  yery 
remarkable  instance ;  but  there  is  a  case 
of  another  sergeant  in  the  same  diyision 
of  the  Dublin  Metropolitan  Police,  who 
has  been  refused  promotion  on  the  same 
gioonds — namely,  that  he  had  not  made 
asoffieient  number  of  complaints  weekly 
And  instituted  a  sufficient  number  of 
prosecutioiis.     The  result  of  this  was 
thatk  as   everyone  knows,   his  juniors 
vers  promoted  oyer  his  head.  There  are 
ffiaay  of   these    frivolous  prosecutions 
oommenoed  by  policemen.    It  was  only 
til«  other   day  that  a  member  of  the 
iWn  Council  of  the  City  of  Dublin  was 
iUUioned   before  a  Police  Court,  and 
for  an  offence  which  it  was  after- 
found  he  had  never  committed. 
A91DB,  peosonshave  beenfinedin  Dublin 


for  the  alleged  offence  of  hooting  at  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  but,  upon  investiga- 
tion, it  was  found  that  there  was  no 
truth  in  the  charge,  and  the  fines  were 
remitted.  What  has  happened  in  Dublin 
has  happened  all  over  the  country,  and  will 
again  happen  all  over  the  country  when 
this  Act  is  passed.  The  first  step  of  some 
subordinate  in  Dublin  Castle  will  be  to 
make  out  a  list  of  offences  and  circulate 
forms  to  the  police  in  Ireland,  intimating 
to  the  constables  that  they  had  better  be 
active  in  working  the  Act,  and  the  re- 
sult will  be  wide  spread  injustice  and 
false  accusations  against  innocent  men. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  Goyern- 
ment  think  that  this  will  conduce  to  the 
peace  of  Ireland,  and  to  the  restoration 
of  that  social  order  which  they  have  so 
much  at  heart ;  but  my  opinion  is  that 
it  will  have  a  directly  opposite  effect, 
and  that  in  a  short  time  you  will  have 
the  whole  of  the  country  in  a  state  of  social 
chaos  and  disorder,  compared  with  which 
the  present  state  of  things  is  peace  and 
quietness. 

Mb.  FLTNN  (Cork,  N.) :  This  Amend- 
ment  is,  I  find,  of  such  importance  that 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  we 
must  press  it  to  the  fullest  extent  on  the 
attention  of  the  Government.  Many 
cases  have  occurred  in  Ireland,  which 
enable  us  to  imderstand  the  probable 
injustice  that  will  be  done  to  a  large 
number  of  persons  if  the  Amendment  is 
not  accepted.  The  Amendment  recites 
that  for  a  prosecution  before  a  Court  of 
Summary  Jurisdiction,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  offence  should  be  proved  on  the 
complaint  on  the  injured  person.  I  know 
an  instance  in  which  a  Town  Councillor 
in  Cork  was  brought  up  and  charged 
with  making  a  speech,  in  which  he  had 
uttered  words  of  an  intimidatory  cha- 
racter, by  which  certain  persons  in  the 
locality  were  deterred  from  doing  what 
they  had  a  legal  right  to  do,  and  the 
opinion  was  obtained  from  the  presiding 
County  Court  Judge  that  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament was  such  that  no  public  speaker 
ought  to  speak  from  a  platform  without 
there  was  a  lawyer  at  his  elbow.  The 
gentleman  I  refer  to  made  use  of 
language  of  a  perfectly  legitimate  cha- 
racter ;  he  said  it  was  the  bounden  duty 
of  the  tenant  farmers  in  that  district  to 
combine  for  protection  against  rack-rent- 
ing ;  but  he  had  no  desire  in  his  mind, 
nor  would  any  fair  reading  of  his  speech 
l&eA  anyone  to  believe  that  any  prason 
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had  been  intimidated.  This  gentleman, 
however,  got  two  months  in  gaol,  and 
had  to  sleep  on  a  plank  bed.  I  say, 
therefore,  that  the  Goyemment  ought  to 
accept  this  Amendment,  which  is  a  most 
reasonable  one,  and  is  only  intended  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  in  future  of  mis- 
takes that  have  happened  in  the  past. 
The  Goyemment  say  that  they  have  no 
desire  that  the  Bill  should  be  used 
against  their  political  opponents,  or  the 
rights  of  free  speech ;  but  that  it  will  be 
used  against  crime  and  criminals,  al- 
though every  step  we  have  taken  in  these 
discussions  shows  that  it  is  intended  for 
nothing  of  the  kind.  The  more  we  pro- 
gress through  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  the 
more  do  we  discover  the  real  intentions 
of  the  Government,  and  the  more  clearly 
do  we  perceive  the  way  in  which  the  Act 
will  be  worked  in  Ireland.  We  do  not 
intend  to  continue  the  discussion  of  the 
Amendment  any  longer,  and  we  are  will- 
ing to  take  the  Division  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment ;  but  we  must  certainly 
express  our  disappointment  that  this, 
and  recent  Amendments  of  this  cha- 
racter, which  guard  against  the  abuse 
of  the  Act,  without  in  any  way  diminish- 
ing its  force  as  against  crime  and  cri- 
minals, have  not  been  accepted  by  the 
Government.  We  trust  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  deal  more  reasonably  with 
the  other  Amendments  which  we  shall 
have  to  propose,  or  we  may  be  compelled 
to  discuss  them  at  even  greater  length 
than  the  present. 

Question  put. 


The  Committee  divided: 
Noes  131:  Majority  63.- 
No.  153.) 


—Ayes  184; 
-(Div.  List, 


Me.  O'DOHERTY  (Donegal,  N.) : 
The  Amendment  which  I  am  about  to 
propose  has  for  its  object  to  provide  that 
the  offences  mentioned  in  the  3rd  sub- 
section and  committed  in  any  part  of 
Ireland ;  that  is  to  say,  the  offence  to 
taking  part  in  any  riot  or  unlawful  as- 
sembly, and  the  other  offences  named, 
may  be  tried  summarily.  I  think  the 
Amendment  sets  out  in  the  plainest  and 
briefest  terms  the  object  I  have  in  view. 
This  is  an  extension  of  the  Grimes  Act 
to  all  Ireland,  and  it  exempts  the  Go- 
vernment from  the  necessity  of  pro- 
claiming any  part  of  the  country  in 
order  to  punish  offences  against  public 
order,  and,  stated  in  those  terms,  I  can- 
not see  why  the  GK>vemment  should  have 

Mr.  Flynn 


the  slightest  objection  to  my  proposal. 
I  recommend  the  Amendment  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Ohief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  on  the  ground  that  it 
will  save  him  from  the  necessity  of  pro- 
claiming the  district,  because  he  will  be 
able  to  send  to  the  Besident  Magistrates 
at  Belfast  at  once,  and  they  will  then  try 
summarily  those  cases  of  public  disorder 
which  so  frequently  disgrace  that  part 
of  Ireland.  Coming  from  the  Norili  of 
Ireland,  where  I  have  lived  all  my  days, 
and  representing  the  district  in  which  I 
was  born,  I  would  appeal  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  consider  for  a  moment  the 
position  of  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
Ulster,  who  are  said  to  possess  all  the 
franchises  and  rights  of  British  subjects. 
By  the  process  of  historical  events  in 
Ulster,  all  the  large  farms  are  in  the 
hands  of  Protestants,  the  old  race  being 
in  the  occupation  of  farms  of  small  size 
and  value  only.  It  is  well  known  that 
when  riots  occur  in  the  district  the  trials 
which  afterwards  take  place  are  of  such 
a  character  that,  after  15  years'  experi- 
ence as  a  lawyer,  I  am  able  to  say  that 
it  is  only  in  oases  where  it  would  be  per- 
fectly scandalous,  if  it  were  not  done, 
that  justice  is  obtained,  It  is  idle  to 
talk  about  justice  not  being  done,  and 
the  disagreement  of  juries  in  the  West  of 
Ireland,  because  whatever  has  been  done 
there  in  that  respect  has  been  initiated 
by  Orange  juries  in  Ulster.  What  I 
want  the  Government  to  do  is  to  state 
that  when  this  particular  offence  of  hold- 
ing unlawful  assemblies  and  rioting 
occurs,  that  the  offenders  may  be  tried  in 
a  summary  way,  without  the  stiraia  of 
proclamation  being  put  on  the  cUstrict. 
I  know  that  some  hon.  Members  think 
that  the  Amendment  will  have  a  preju- 
dicial effect  on  meetings  held  in  the 
South  of  Ireland ;  but  to  this  I  answer 
that  the  distinction  between  a  pro- 
claimed district  and  an  unprodaimed 
one  is  the  difference  between  tweedledee 
and  tweedledum. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  2,  line  14,  after  ''  commit,"  insert 
"an  offence  mentioned  in  sab-section  (3)  of  this 
Clause  anywhere  in  Ireland,  or  shalL"— (ifr. 
O'Dohtrty,) 

Question  proposed, ''  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  chief  SECRETAEY  for  IRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  A,  J.  Balfoub)  (Man- 
chester, E.) :  The  Amendment  which  t^e 
hon.  Member  has  moved,  and  stiU  mora 
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that  which  he  put  on  the  Paper,  is  no 
doabt  a  large  extension  of  the  Bill  as 
originally  drafted,  and  we  ourselves 
would  haye  been  unwilling  to  depart 
from  the  wording  of  the  Bill  as  laid 
down.  But  we  are  willing  to  admit 
tbat  there  are  some  reasons  on  the  side 
of  the  Amendment,  and  with  certain 
qualifications,  we  shall  be  prepared  to 
accept  it.  The  hon.  Member  in  moving 
the  Amendment  has  somewhat  altered 
its  scope,  but  I  think  that  in  so  doing 
he  has  not  improved  it.  As  it  originally 
8tood,  it  referred  to  all  classes  of  offences 
tnalogous  in  their  kind  to  that  men- 
tioned under  sub-section  (a).  By  the 
Act  of  1885,  passed  to  amend  the  Pre- 
Fention  of  Crimes  Act,  1871,  it  was  made 
an  offence  in  England  to  obstruct  a  con- 
stable or  peace  officer  in  the  execution 
of  his  duty ;  and,  under  these  circum- 
•tanoes,  I  ^ould  prefer,  if  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  no  objection,  that  he  should 
moTs  his  Amendment  in  its  original  form, 
and  the  Government,  with  the  qualifica- 
tion I  have  alluded  to,  will  be  willing  to 
accept  it. 

Mb.  T.  p.   O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 

Scotland) :  We  cannot  at  all  accept  the 

proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 

uusmuch  as  the  form  in  which  my  hon. 

Friend  placed  his  Amendment  on   the 

I^per  was  entirely  owing  to  a  clerical 

mistake.    If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

will  accept  the  Amendment  in  the  form 

ia  which  my  hon.  Friend  proposed  it, 

the  matter  is  settled ;  but  certainly  we 

■hall  oppose  any  extension  of  it  beyond 

the  limits  which  he  proposes,  and  if  the 

right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  feel  in  a 

position  to  accept  it  as  proposed,  I  would 

strongly  advise  my  hon.  Friend  to  pro- 

eeed  with  it. 

Me.  JOHN  MORLEY  (Newcastle-on- 
Tyne) :  I  think  it  is  clear  that  there  has 
been  a  misapprehension  on  the  part  of 
the  hon.  Member,  and  I  trust  the  right 
W.  (Gentleman  will  alter  his  position 
with  regard  to  the  Amendment. 

ibL  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  We  do  not,  of 
coarse,  wish  to  take  advantage  of  a  mis- 
waderstanding  on  the  part  of  the  hon. 
Hember ;  and  I  will  not  press  the  view 
which  I  first  laid  before  the  Committee. 
We  are  willing  to  accept  the  Amendment 
as  moved  by  the  hon.  Member. 

Question  pat,  and  agreed  to. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  In 
the  abaenco  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 


ber for  Kilkenny  (Mr.  Chance),  I  rise 
to  move  that  the  Jiat  of  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  upon  sworn  infor- 
mation shall  be  obtained  before  any 
prosecution  is  instituted  under  this  sec- 
tion. I  do  not  think  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  allege  that  if  the  Jlai  of  the 
Attorney  Genercd  for  Ireland  is  neces- 
sary in  the  case  of  the  offences  under 
the  1st  clause  it  is  not  equally  necessary 
under  the  2nd  clause.  It  would  be  a 
monstrous  thing  if  this  Bill  were  to  be 
put  in  operation  by  any  irresponsible 
person  in  Ireland;  and,  therefore,  in 
order  to  prevent  any  improper  use  of 
this*sub- section  by  the  Legal  Authorities, 
I  think  it  should  be  incumbent  on  them 
to  do  what  they  will  have  to  do  under 
the  1st  section — namely,  obtain  the  Jiat 
of  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  be- 
fore proceedings  are  instituted. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  2,  line  15,  after  *'may ''  insert  "the 
Jiat  of  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  upon 
sworn  information  being  first  obtained." — {ifr. 
Maurice  Healy.) 

Question  proposed, ' '  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  por 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity :  The  effect  of  this  Amendment 
would  be  to  require  the^a^  of  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  for  a  num- 
ber of  proceedings  which  could  be 
otherwise  instituted  by  the  individuals 
themselves,  and  entail  an  excessive  and 
unnecessary  amount  of  work  upon  him. 
This  proposal  would  have  the  effect  of 
introducing  an  anomalv  into  the  clause 
which  is  a  thing  that  from  the  first  we 
have  endeavoured  to  avoid.  The  Amend- 
ment is,  therefore,  objectionable  on  every 
ground,  and  the  Government  are  unable 
to  agree  to  it. 

Mb.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  lean- 
not  follow  the  argument  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  that  the  cases 
under  the  clause  are  cases  usually  dealt 
with  summarily ;  because  this  is  a  new 
and  extraordinary] urisdiction,  the  appli- 
cation of  which  depends  on  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  I  admit 
that  it  would  be  undesirable  to  prevent 
any  private  prosecutor  from  exercising 
his  right  of  bringing  his  case  forward. 
I  would,  therefore,  ask  whether  the  Go- 
vernment will  accept  the  Amendment  in 
an  amended  form  so  as  to  limit  its  opera- 
tion to  prosecutions  instituted  byoon- 
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stables  and  Grown  officials  ?  We  desire 
to  prevent  constables  and  others  hatch- 
ing np  bogus  cases  by  providing  that 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  shall 
satisfy  himself  that  there  are  grounds 
for  the  institution  of  proceedings  under 
this  clause. 

Mb.  holmes  :  It  would  not  be  pos- 
sible for  the  Attorney  Qeneral  to  exer- 
cise direct  control  over  all  the  prosecu- 
tions which  may  take  place;  but  I 
point  out  that  we  should  be  responsible 
to  Parliament  for  those  undertaken  by 
the  Grown  officials.  The  Qovemment 
are  unable  to  accept  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member;  but  he  would,  of 
course,  be  within  his  right  in  taking  the 
sense  of  the  Gommittee  upon  it. 

Me.  GHANGE:  I  understand  that 
the  Attorney  Qeneral  for  Ireland  claims 
to  exercise  a  negative  control  in  these 
cases,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be 
impossible  for  anyone  to  exercise  a  di- 
rect control  over  them.  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  admits  that  it  is 
his  duty  to  exercise  control,  and  what  we 
propose  is  to  make  that  control  effective. 
I  hope  the  Government  will  allow  us  to 
take  a  Division,  not  upon  this  Amend- 
ment, which  I  admit  is  informal,  but 
upon  the  Amendment  in  the  altered  form 
which  we  think  desirable. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment,  to  leave  out  the 
words  **  sworn  information."  —  {Mr, 
Chance,) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words 
stand  part  of  the  proposed  Amendment," 
put,  and  negatived. 

Further  Amendment  proposed  to  the 
said  proposed  Amendment,  to  add  at  the 
end,  '^in  all  prosecutions  initiated  by 
constables  or  Grown  officials." — (Mr. 
Chance,) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
added,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question  proposed, 

*•  That  the  words  *  the  fiat  of  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  being  first  obtained  in  all 
prosecutions  initiated  by  constables  or  Crown 
officials '  be  there  inserteid." 

Ooix)NEL  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  The 
objection  to  the  argument  of  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  is,  that  he  is  ap- 
plying to  this  question  the  principles  of 
ordinary  law,  as  if  the  ordinary  law  ap- 
plied to  the  whole  of  Great  Britain.  Me 
said  that  the^^  of  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  could  not  be  obtained,  be- 

Mr.  Chanee 


cause  it  is  the  function  of  every  indi- 
vidual to  be  at  liberty  to  prosecute ,  but 
our    argument  is  that  the  House    of 
Gommons  has  entrusted  to  the  Govern- 
ment abnormal  powers  which  would  not 
be  entrusted  to  a  Government  anywhere 
else.    We  say,  if  you  have  this  power 
given  to  you,  do  not  let  any  private  in- 
dividual put  the  machinery  of  the  Act 
in  motion.  The  Government  have  asked 
for  these  powers ;   they  have  said  we 
cannot  govern  Ireland  without  them. 
For  my  own  part,  I  do  not  think  those 
powers  should  be  given,  but  we  are 
giving  them,  and  we  contend  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  exercised  by  ignorant 
and  prejudiced  persons  in  Ireland ;  and 
there    are   many  ill-tempered  persons 
there  who  will  be  only  too  ready  to  make 
use  of  the  Act  for  vindictive  and  re- 
vengeful  purposes.    Thus  much  with 
regard  to  the  general  principle  of  the 
Amendment ;  but  we  have  now  to  con- 
sider it  as  amended.    The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Kilkenny  asks  that,   in    cases 
where  the  Grown  officials  prosecute  in 
Ireland,  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land shall  take  the  direct  responsibility 
for  the  proceedings.    Gertainfy,  if  what 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  has 
stated  be  true,  this  Act  is  much  more 
dangerous  than  we  anticipated.     The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  now 
declares  that  the  Act  will  be  put  in 
force  so  often  that  no  one  individual 
will  be  able  to  be  responsible  for  all  the 
prosecutions  which  will  take  place  under 
it.    That  is  a  statement  which  we  must 
read  by  the  light  of  common-sense ;  we 
must  recollect  that  he  has  the  assist- 
ance of  a  very  able  lawyer,  whose  only 
misfortune  is  that  he  sits  for  no  Lrish. 
constituency.    But  I  am  perfectly  aware 
that,  if  the  Government  will  give  fees 
to  Irish  barristers,    they  can   always 
command  a  large  amount  of  legal  talent 
in  Ireland.    There  is,  in  fact,  no  diiffi- 
culty  in  the  way  of  the  Law   Officers 
obtaining  any  amount  of  legal   assist* 
ance  in  that  country.    Now,  if  this  Act 
is  to  be  put  in  force  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
cannot   be   responsible,    and  that   the 
Solicitor  General  cannot  be  responsible 
for  the  prosecutions  which  are  to  take 
place ;  if  they  are  not  in  a  position  to 
control  the  working  of  this  Act,  then  I 
ask  the  Gommittee  to  consider  whethex* 
it  is  safe  to  allow  every  constable  in  th.e 
oounfx^y  to  assume  a  responsibility 
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the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  Rhrlnk 
from.    This  is  an  abnormal  Act  which 
is  against  the  liberty  of  the  subject; 
bat  if  the  Government  are  to  have  it,  at 
least  let  them  be  responsible  for  its  ad- 
ministration.   I  am  aware  that  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  is  not    a 
responsible  Minister  in  the  highest  sense 
of  the  word,  and  that  he  is  not  directly 
responsible  for  his    own  acts  in  con- 
nection   with    this    Bill ;    but    he    is, 
at   any  rate,    a    far  more  responsible 
person    than    an    ordinary    constable 
would  be,  and  if  we  had  this  Amend- 
ment inserted  in  the  Bill  we  should  be 
able  to  attack  the  Government  and  get 
any  particular  case  investigated  much 
better  than  if  we  had  to  go  against  an 
ordinary  constable.    That  is  one  view  of 
the  case.     It  is  a  Party  view  no  doubt ; 
but  it  is  in  accordance  with  the  practice 
of  making  the  highest  officicds  respon- 
sible.    I  will  take  a  case  in  my  own  dis- 
trict.    We   occasionally  have   there  a 
constable  who  wants  to  come  into  colli- 
non  with  the  National  League — I  will  not 
mention  his  name — but  you  are  going 
to  give  that  man  an  enormously  in- 
creased power,  which  will  enable  him 
to  institute  prosecution  after  prosecu- 
tion, and  to  be  placed  in  a  position  to 
cause  a  gpreat  and  unnecessary  amount  of 
annoyance  to  decent  people.    Of  course, 
tiie  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  can 
step  in  and  quash  his  action  at  any  mo- 
ment he  pleases ;  but  it  is  one  thing  for 
the  Attorney  General   for  Ireland   to 
make  himself  responsible  for  a  prosecu- 
tion in  the  first  instance ;  and  it  is  alto- 
gether a  different  thing  for  him  to  step 
in  afterwards  and  put  an  end  to  a  pro- 
secation  that  has  been  begun.   I  believe 
that  if  you  were  to  introduce  this  Amend- 
ment vou  will  reduce  greatly  the  num- 
ber of  prosecntions  which  would  other- 
wise  take   place,    and  not  only  that, 
bat  you    will  reduce    the    amount  of 
irritation  which  exists  in  Ireland.    For 
mj  part,  I  cannot  see  why  the  Amend- 
ment should  not  be  accepted.  We,  how- 
erer,  who  are  advocating  it,  are  in  an 
nnfortunate  position,  because,   at   the 
nresent  moment,  there  is  no  one  on  the 
feeaanry  Bench  but  the  Law  Officers, 
and,  therefore,  I  think  this  point  should 
be  referred  to  again  a  little  later  when  the 
l^rat  liOrd  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  and  other  Members  of  the  Cabinet 
are  here,  for  it  is  an  Amendment  of  such 
importance  that  it  should  be  considered 
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fully  by  the  responsible  Members  of  the 
Government  before  it  is  rejected.  The 
only  reason  given  against  the  Amend- 
ment by  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land is  that  by  rejecting  the  Amend- 
ment he  will  be  saved  a  great  deal  of 
trouble.  I  think  at  least  we  should  con- 
tinue to  debate  this  matter  until  some 
Member  of  the  Government  comes  in  to 
overrule  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland.  With  regard  to 
the  contention  of  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  him  to  deal  with  all  the  prosecutions 
that  will  take  place  under  the  Act,  I 
venture  to  say  that  it  would  be  a  posi- 
tive benefit  to  the  country  if  we  were  to 
raise  the  remuneration  of  the  Law  Offi- 
cers of  the  Crown  to  meet  the  increased 
amount  of  work  that  would  result  from 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  having 
to  issue  his  fiat  before  any  prosecution 
is  instituted  ;  because,  by  the  means  we 
have  suggested,  the  country  would  be 
spared  the  cost  of  many  useless  prosecu- 
tions, 

Mr.  MAUEIOE  HEALT  (Cork): 
There  have  always  been  two  classes  of 
criminal  prosecutions ;  first,  that  of  in- 
dictable offences,  which  are  tried  before 
a  jury ;  and,  secondly,  those  offences 
which  are  summarily  disposed  of  by  the 
local  meigistrates.  In  the  first  case,  the 
public  have  always  had  the  protection, 
that,  before  any  prosecution  is  in- 
stituted or  carried  on  by  the  Crown, 
tYnQfiat  of  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land should  be  obtained.  In  the  case 
of  all  indictable  offences,  which  are  tried 
at  Quarter  Sessions  or  at  the  Assizes, 
before  the  Crown  prosecutes  informa- 
tions are  submitted  to  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  and  he  endorses 
them  either  for  prosecution  or  no  pro- 
secution, In  the  second  class  of  cases, 
which  are  tried  summarily,  the  public 
have  no  such  protection.  Then  comes  in 
this  Act  which  makes  indictable  a  num- 
ber of  offences  which  were  not  so  be- 
fore ;  and  the  Government  say  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  tried  by  jury,  but  trans- 
ferred to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Eesident 
Magistrates.  Well  and  good ;  if  that 
be  so,  the  question  we  ask  you  is  this — 
having  transferred  the  jurisdiction  in 
these  cases  to  the  Eesident  Magistrates, 
why  should  you  not  preserve  to  the 
public  the  protection  which  they  have 
always  had  ?  We  say  that  if  you  allow 
these  cases  to  be  dealt  with  summarilyi 
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you  should,  at  aoy  rato,  provide  that 
those  who  iastitute  the  proBecutions 
nhould,  first  and  foremost,  get  the  Jiat 
of  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland.  I 
cannot  im^ine  anjthing  more  reaBon- 
able  than  that,  and  t  am  amazed  at  the 
fjTound  on  which  it  has  been  refused. 
The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  has 
admitted  our  case.  He  has  admitted 
that  in  the  case  of  indictable  ofiencee 
for  which  there  are  prosecutions  the 
public  hitherto  have  bad  the  protection 
which  I  have  pointed  out — namely,  the 
protection  that,  before  the  resources  of 
the  Crown  are  placed  in  the  hands  of 
any  private  individual  to  institute  a  pro- 
secution, the^nf  of  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  has  always  been  neces- 
sary, that  the  informations  in  the  case 
are  submitted  to  him,  and  that  it  is  for 
him  to  say  whether  the  Crown  should  in- 
stitute prosecutions.  Is  there  any  reason, 
especially  when  you  hand  over  these 
enormous  and  important  clasees  of  caaet 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  Besidout  Magis- 
trates, why  that  protection  should  not 
be  preserved  to  the  public  ?  I  respect- 
fully submit  that  there  is  no  reason.  What 
does  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
say?  He  says  that  ifyou  do  this  you  will 
dejirive  private  individuals  of  all  right  of 
initiative.  My  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Chance) 
has  met  that  argument  by  offering  to 
alter  his  Amendment  so  that  it  shall  not 
apply  to  the  cases  of  private  individuals. 
But,  at  any  rate,  apply  it  to  the  coses  in 
which  praseoutiona  are  set  in  motion, 
not  by  private  individuals,  but  by  police 
ooustables  and  other  local  of&cials,  who, 
although  they  may  act  with  the  best 
motives,  are  more  or  lees  officious,  and 
have  the  strongest  inducements  to  he 
offlcions.  I  do  not  think  anything  more 
reasonable  than  that  which  is  asked  in 
this  Amendment  could  be  proposed. 
Surely  the  Government  ought  to  do 
something  to  prevent  the  misuse  of  the 
powers  conferred  by  this  section.  I  have 
already  drawn  attention  to  the  fact  that 
there  are  classes  of  cases  of  a  non- 
agrarian  and  non-political  character, 
in  which  it  would  he  monstrous  to  set 
these  powers  in  motion.  Granted  that 
the  powers  of  this  section  are  necessary 
in  the  case  of  agrarian  or  political  con- 
spiracies; but  these  are  conspiracies  of 
a  totally  different  character.  I  know 
that  in  the  city  which  I  represent, 
charges  of  conspiracy  have  frequently 
been  made  in  conneotio 
.    Mr.  Mauriei  Staly 


bntter  trade.  Would  it  not  be  monstrous 
if  a  prosecution  of  this  kind  were  insti- 
tuted in  a  matter  of  no  conceivable  poli- 
tical or  agrarian  tinge  ?  In  cases  of  that 
kind,  it  would  he  in  the  power  of  the 
local  Resident  Magistrate  or  police  con- 
stable fo  take  away  the  trial  of  any  case 
from  the  constitutional  tribunal,  from 
tbepetty  jury  in  which  jurisdiction  has 
always  hitherto  been  vested,  and  hand 
it  over  to  the  Besident  Magistrate)', 
though  not  the  smallest  reason  of  a 
valid  character  could  he  urged.  We  do 
ask  that  we  shall  not  be  absolutely  at 
the  merey  of  the  local  tyrants  to  whom 
the  Government  will  hand  over  the  ad- 
ministratiou  of  this  Act ;  we  do  ask  that 
we  shall  have  some  protection  against 
the  action  of  constables  or  officious  local 
Besident  Magistrates.  Let  ua  have 
some  authority  in  whom  we  can  place 
some  reliance.  Goodness  knows,  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  is  not  the 
official  exactly  whom  we  would  onrselves 
choose  if  we  had  absolute  discretion  in 
this  matter,  and  could  set  up  our  own 
authority;  but,  at  any  rate,  he  is  the 
best  we  can  propose  in  a  matter  of  this 
kind,  and  it  is  a  monstrous  thing,  when 
we  propose  that  the  authority  to  sot  the 
powers  contained  in  this  great  section  in 
motion  should  be  the  Irish  Attorney 
General,  the  Government  should  say — 
"Ob!  the  Irish  Attorney  General  has 
too  much  to  do ;  his  great  mind  is  so 
much  occupied  by  questions  of  State,  he 
cannot  condescend  to  these  petty  trans- 
actions. He  has  too  much  to  do  to 
bother  himself  with  the  question  whe- 
ther or  not  a  prosecution  shall  be  insti- 
tuted under  this  section."  That,  I  say, 
is  a  monstrous  attitude  to  take  up.  We 
are  all  aware  that  there  has  been  a  con- 
troversy latterly  about  the  salary  of  the 
Irish  Attorney  General,  and  we  know 
the  Irish  Executive  has  been  in  great 
conflict  with  the  English  Treasury  oa 
the  subject.  I  understaud  they  have 
stopped  the  right  hou.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman's fees  m  cases  of  a  non-conten- 
tious character ;  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland,  therefore,  would  not  be  paid 
for  anything  of  this  kind ;  but  it  is  tm- 
')0S3ible  to  suppose  he  would  be  affected 
>y  such  a  sordid  consideration  as  that. 
I  regret  the  attitude  the  Government 
hare  taken  up  upon  this  clause — that 
they  should  attempt  to  run  the  clauae 
through  Committee  without  any  Amend- 
posi- 
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tion  to  talce  op ;  and  if  it  is  persisted 
in,  I  am  fully  persuaded  it  will  not  tend 
to  facilitate  the  passing  of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr): 
The  Irish    Attorney  General,    in    the 
course  of  his  remarks,  stated  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  this  Amendment, 
because,  in  the  case  of  any  of  these 
prosecutions,  he  would  always  have  the 
power  to  interfere  and  put  an  end  to  the 
prosecution  if  he  thought  that  the  prose- 
cation  was  an  unfair  one.    Now,  that 
assumes  on  the  part  of  the  Attorney 
Oeneral  for  Ireland  that  he  will  have  to 
look  into  the  details  of  all  prosecutions 
under  this  Bill ;  and,  if  that  assumption 
be  a  correct  one,  surely  it  would  be  less 
trouble,  and  it  would  be  a  saving  of 
time,  if  he  were  to  intervene  previous  to 
the  institution  of  the  prosecution,  instead 
of  in  the  course  of  the  prosecution.  Now, 
Sir,  the  argument  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  Maurice  Healy) 
seems    an    exceedingly   strong    one  — 
namely,  that  the^^  of  the  Attorney 
Oeneral  for  Ireland  has  been  necessary 
in  these  cases  up  to  the  present  time, 
and  that  by  this  clause  you   are  de- 
priving the  public    of  the   protection 
which  they  have  hitherto  had.     The 
main   object   of    this   Amendment  is 
not  80  much  that  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  shall  grant  his  fiat  for  all 
these  prosecutions,  but  in  regard  to  those 
initiated  by  the  police.    The  initiation 
of  prosecutions  by  the  police  of  Ireland 
baa  always  been  a  danger  to  good  Go- 
vernment in  Ireland.    You  put  a  prize 
before  the  police  in  order  to  induce  them 
to  aooumulate  prosecutions  on  their  own 
initiative;   it  is  in  proportion  to  their 
activity  in  getting  up  prosecutions  that 
tiiej  look  to  reward.     I  can  give  an 
exam]^e  which  will  show  both  sides  of 
tiie  question.    A  jpoliceman  in  my  own 
dtftriot  admitted,  m  the  course  of  a  con- 
with  me,  that  an  inducement 
held  out  to  him  to  support  these 
pxoaecutions.      He  told  me  that  if  he 
w^ere  not  active  in  the  course  of  his  duties 
]&&    would  not  get  the  promotion  that 
4^theatB  who  were  active  in  the  initiation 
of  pcoaecntions  would  get.    There  are  a 
nusaher  of  policemen  in  Ireland  who  take 
a  diffiBrentview — who  have,  more  or  less, 
with  the  people.  One  of  them 
apologized  to  me  for  having  to 
out  work  which  was  put  before 
He  felt  that  the  work  that  he  had 
unfair  and  unjust  work ;  yet 


that,  if  he  did  not  work  in  an  active 
spirit,  as  the  authorities  called  it,  he 
would  be  deprived  of  the  position  he 
held.     Now,  this  inducement    to    the 

Eolice  to  initiate  prosecutions  is,  as  I 
ave  said,  one  of  the  dangers  of  the 
present  time,  and  it  would  be  a  still 
greater  danger  imder  the  operation  of 
this  Bill,  n  the  Attorney  Generid  for 
Ireland  is  to  interfere  with  prosecutions 
during  their  progress,  what  difficulty 
can  there  be  in  his  looking  into  a  case 
before  a  prosecution  is  started  ? 

Db.  KENNY  (Cork,  S.) :  I  am  sure 
that  if  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
had  considered  this  Amendment  in  all 
its  bearings,  he  would  not  have  put  his 
foot  down  in  so  determined  a  manner 
against  the  Amendment.  What  is  the 
meaning  of  this  Amendment  ?  It  is  to 
step  in,  as  a  buffer,  between  the  people 
of  Ireland  and  that  which  is  admittedly 
the  curse  of  all  administration  whatever 
— namely,  the  meddlesome  official.  If  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  could  only 
be  brought  to  believe  that  this  Amend* 
ment  would  keep  him  out  of  a  great 
deal  of  hot  water  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, he  would  accept  it.  There  is  no 
doubt  in  the  world  that  the  spirit  which 
actuates  subordinate  officials  in  Ireland 
is  to  make  themselves  as  obnoxious  to 
their  neighbours  as  possible.  Every 
time  an  official  interferes  under  this 
dause,  and  makes  himself  obnoxious, 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
will  hear  of  it  in  this  House.  He  him- 
self admits  his  responsibility  for  all  the 
prosecutions,  and  yet  he  rejects  an 
Amendment  which,  if  accepted,  would 
prevent  him  considerable  annoyance. 
Now,  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
says  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to 
exercise  such  control  as  this  Amend- 
ment asks  him  to,  and  yet  in  the  same 
breath  he  leads  ^e  Oommittee  to  be- 
lieve that  he  is  going  to  exercise  an 
effective  control  over  every  prosecution 
as  soon  as  it  is  initiated.  Why  not  step 
in  in  the  beginning  and  stop  the  mis- 
chief before  it  has  commenced  at  all. 
Surely  prevention  is  better  than  cure.  I 
should  like  to  know  on  what  argument 
he  is  going  to  rely.  Is  it  that  he  has 
not  time  to  attend  to  this  matter,  or  is  it 
that  he  is  going  to  attend  to  it  ?  Local 
officials  will  be  sure  to  interpret  this  Act 
as  being  an  Act  placed  in  their  hands  to 
be  worked  with  as  much  offioiousness  as 


Q  2 


INinth  Mght.1 


455 


Criminal  Law 


{COMMONS}    AfMndnant  (Irelani)  Ml.     456 


possible.  Most  frivolous  excuses  they 
will  give  for  bringing  charges  against 
people;  and,  therefore,  we  want  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  to  say 
that  these  officials  shall  not  on  their 
own  motion  enter  into  prosecutions, 
unless  he,  or  some  of  his  legal  assist- 
ants, shall  have  first  inquired  into  the 
facts  and  given  his  fiat.  If  subordi- 
nate officials,  like  police  constables,  are 
allowed  to  initiate  prosecutions  under 
this  clause,  you  will  have  the  very  thing 
which  this  Act  is  designed  to  stop — 
namely,  disorder  and  crime.  Wherever 
you  have  popular  irritation  you  will 
have  popular  retaliation  in  some  form 
or  other.  My  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  South  Kilkenny  (Mr,  Chance)  has 
very  properly  withdrawn  that  portion  of 
the  Amendment  which  would  seem  to 
prevent  private  individuals  initiating 
prosecutions.  He  does  not  quarrel  with 
the  right  of  private  individuals  in  this 
direction ;  all  he  wants  to  do  is  to  tako 
away  the  right  of  initiating  prosecutions 
from  subordinate  officials.  I  think  that 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  must 
upon  reflection  admit  the  justice  of  our 
case. 

Mb.  W.   KEDMOND    (Fermanagh, 
N.) :  I  hope  the  Government  will  agree 
to  this  Amendment,  because  it  is  simply 
to  prevent  the  Irish  people  being  placed 
at  the  mercy,  not  of  the  Castle  Authori- 
ties, but  of  the  police  of  the  country.  The 
provisions  of  this  Act  will  be  harsh  enough 
if  it  is  to  be  enforced  by  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  and  by  other  high 
officials  in  Dublin  Castle ;  but  harsh  as 
these  provisions  will  be,  the  action  of 
the  local  constabulary  under  this  mea- 
sure will  be  at  least  ten  times  as  objec- 
tionable, because  what  does  it  mean  if 
this  Amendment  is  rejected  ?    It  simply 
means  that  the  power  is  handed  over  to 
the  constabulary  in  the  different  dis- 
tricts proclaimed  to  take   proceedings 
against  people  for  having   committed 
offences  named  in  the  BiU.    I  cannot 
conceive  why  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  refuses  to  look  into  these  oases 
before  proceedings  are  taken,  and  I  can 
only  judge  his  refusal  to  mean  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  encourage  the  police  in  Ireland 
to  commence  all  sorts  of  obnoxious  pro- 
ceedings without  any  reason  whatever. 
It  is  a  very  well  known  fact  that  tu^er 
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Erevious  Coercion  Acts  the  constabulary 
ave  instituted  proceedings  against  the 
public,  and  have  been  the  means  of 
getting  people  imprisoned  who  had  done 
nothing  at  all.  I  remember  very  well 
that,  under  the  Coercion  Act  of  1881, 
police  constables,  in  a  part  of  Ireland  I 
know  very  well,  went  about  openly 
boasting  that  they  would  have,  sooner 
or  later,  certain  men  put  in  prison 
against  whom  they  had  some  ill-feeling 
or  spite.  A  number  of  men  were  im- 
prisoned under  the  Coercion  Act  of  1881, 
who  were  imprisoned  simply  on  the  ini- 
tiation of  a  police  constable  in  the  dis- 
trict who  had  some  ill-feeling  ag^ainst 
them.  So,  I  say,  unless  some  check, 
such  as  is  provided  by  the  Amendment 
now  under  discussion,  be  put  upon  the 
police  in  the  different  loccdities  of  Ire- 
land, you  will  have  instituted  all 
sorts  of  prosecutions  against  people 
simply  out  of  pure  personal  ill-feeling 
or  spite.  We  know  very  well  that  the 
police  are  not  at  all  a  popular  body  of 
men  in  Ireland.     To  some  extent  the 

Eolice  have  been  Boycotted.    The  police 
ave  been   in  the  habit  of  attending 
evictions  and  carrying  out  other  dirty 
work,  and,  therefore,  the  people  regard 
them    with  feelings  of   dislike.     The 
police    in  return  cherish  towards  the 
people,  to  a  great  extent,  feelings  of 
spite  and  of  temper;  and,  therefore,  I 
say  that  when  they  get  this  power  in 
their  hands  we  shall  find  them  paying 
off  what  they  consider  to  be  old  scores. 
Now,  Sir,  I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
the  effect  of  the  Amendment  of  my  hon« 
Friend  (Mr.  Chance)  would  be  to  lessen, 
to  a  very  great  extent,  the  prosecutions 
which  will  take  place  in  Ireland  in  pro* 
claimed  districts  under  this  Act.   Surely^ 
Sir,   whatever    the    intentions    of   the 
Government  may  be,  it  cannot  be  their 
deliberate  intention  to  have  these  pro- 
secutions multiplied  all  over  the  country. 
They  cannot  desire  to  see  the  police 
institute   prosecutions    without   proper 
reasons  and  without   proper    motives, 
and  yet  the  refusal  of  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  to  give  an  under- 
taking that  he  himself  will  inquire  into 
prosecutions  before  they  are  commenced 
would  lead  one  to  suppose  that  thatis  their 
wish.    I  cannot  conceive  a  more  reason-* 
able  request  to  make  to  the  Govemment 
than  that  where  they  are  determined  to 
proceed  by  summary  jurisdiction  agaiast 
people,  tli^y  will  not  take 
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until  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 
or,  if  not  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land, nntil  some  other  high  authority  in 
Ireland,  shall  have  satisfied  himself  that 
the  proceedings  are  just,  and  that  the 
person  ought  to  be  proceeded  against. 
I  consider  this    is  a  most  important 
Amendment,  and  I  do  think  that  it  is  a 
▼erj  bad  sig^  indeed  that  no  Member  of 
the  Cabinet  thinks  it  worth  his  while  to 
attend  in  his  place  to  listen  to  the  argu- 
ments which  we  bring  forward  upon  mat- 
ters such  as  these.    The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  has  in  a  sort  of  way  replied 
to  this  Amendment ;  but  ho  has  not 
I^Ven  any  good  or  sufficient  reason  for 
his  refusal  to  inquire  into  these  cases 
before  they  are  proceeded  with  by  the 
local  police.    We  know  very  well,  and 
eren  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
lumself  must  admit,  that  in  very  many 
cases  the  police  are  very  ignorant  men, 
aod  in  a  great  many  other  cases  are  men 
filled  with  prejudice  and  bigotry.    All 
we  ask,  therefore,  is  that  the  people 
should  be  protected  against  wanton  pro- 
^^®^^g8  by  the  police  under  this  section, 
Aod  I  ask  Xiiberal  Members  above  the 
Oaogway,  is  it  an  unreasonable  thing 
for  Irish  Members  to  ask  that  if,  under 
this  section,  summary  jurisdiction  is  to 
be  put  in  force,  it  shall  not  be  put  in 
force  upon  the  sole  authority  of  local 
constables,  but  that  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland,  or  some  such  authority,  shall 
satisfy  himself  as  to  the  justice  of  the 
proceedings  before  they  are  initiated? 
I  think  we  have  a  right  to  get,  if  not 
from  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 
from  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  W.    H.    Smith),   or    some    other 
Member  of  the  Cabinet,  an  answer  to 
this  demand  we  are  making.    I  ask  the 
Krst  Lord  of  the  Treasury  what  possi- 
ble objection  the  Gt)vemment  can  have 
to  such  an  Amendment  as  this,  which  does 
not  interfere  with  the  just  working  of  the 
Bin,  which  cannot  at  all  interfere  with 
the  intentions  of  the  Government  under 
the  Bill,  but  which  will  simply  provide 
that  the  people  shall  be  protected  against 
wanton  proceedings,   that  the    people 
■ban  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
Aat  before  proceedings  are  taken  under 
tiiis  daose  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Oentteman  the   Attorney  General   for 
Inland  has  inqtdred  into  the  matter, 
Hd  that  fhey  sxe  not  being  proceeded 


against  simply  and  solely  upon  the 
authority  of  the  local  constable.  I  can 
assure  the  Committee  that  if  there  is 
ground  for  the  feeling  in  Ireland  that 
this  Coercion  Bill  is  to  be  administered, 
not  meriely  by  the  high  authorities  of 
Dublin  Castle,  but  by  the  prejudiced 
and  bigoted  policemen  of  the  country, 
the  difficulty  of  the  task  which  you  f>ro- 
fess  to  have  before  you — namely,  to 
make  the  country  peaceable,  will  be 
rendered  all  the  greater.  I  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  to  say  what 
objection  the  Government  have  to  give 
the  undertaking  that  before  proceedings 
are  taken  imder  this  clause  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  or  some  high  official 
of  the  law  in  Ireland,  shall  satisfy  him- 
self that  the  proceedings  are  just,  and 
so  protect  the  people  from  the  wanton 
action  of  the  police. 

The  FIRST  LOED  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  believe  my  right  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  gave  a  full  answer  to 
this  Amendment,  and  it  therefore  be- 
comes my  duty,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  claim 
to  move  *'That  the  Question  be  now 
put." 

Question,  **  That  the  Question  be  now 
put,"  put  accordingly,  and  agreed  to. 

Question  put  accordingly, ''  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 


-Ayes  145  > 
(Div.  Listi 


The  Committee  divided:- 
Noes  219:  Majority  74.- 
No.  154.) 

The  chairman  :  I  consider  that 
the  decision  just  come  to  by  the  Com- 
mittee practically  disposes  of  the  next 
Amendment.  The  same  remark  applies 
to  Amendments  No.  7  and  No.  8. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  Will  you  allow  me  to  say, 
Mr.  Courtney,  that  I  did  not  intend 
to  move  No.  7;  but  I  may  raise  the 
question  embodied  in  the  Amendment 
when  Clause  3  is  disposed  of. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  In  respect  to 
Amendment  No.  8,  it  appears  to  be  open 
to  the  remark  that  nothing  is  provided 
to  finish  the  sentence.  I  do  not  see  that 
there  is  any  supplementary  Amendment ; 
therefore  I  can  hardly  conceive  that  this 
can  be  accepted  as  a  reasonable  proposi- 
tion. 

Mb.  ANDERSON  (Elgin  and  Nairn) : 
Did  I  understand  you,  Mr.  Courtney,  to 

INinth  Nigh*.'\ 
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rule  out  of  Order  Amendments  No.  10 
and  11? 

The  CHAIEMAN:  Yes;  I  think 
they  are  open  to  the  same  remark  as 
the  Amendments  immediately  preceding 
them. 

Me.  ANDERjSON:  I  beg  to  move, 
page  2,  lines  15  and  16,  to  leave  out  ''  a 
Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  under 
this  Act,"  and  insert — 

'*  A  Special  Commission  Court  consisting  of 
three  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judica- 
ture in  Ireland  (other  than  the  Lord  Chancellor) 
appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  try  offences 
under  this  Act  in  any  proclaimed  district.'* 

This  Amendment  is  to  omit  from 
Clause  2  the  tribimal  which  the  Go- 
vernment propose  to  decide  upon  the 
very  important  questions  which  are  to 
be  submitted  to  it  under  this  Bill.  It 
will  be  observed  that  Clause  2  says — 
**  may  be  prosecuted  before  a  Court  of 
Summary  Jurisdiction  under  this  Act." 
Now,  that  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdic- 
tion is  defined  by  Sub-section  6  of  Clause 
11,  which  states  that — 

"The Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  shall 
within  the  police  district  of  Duhlin  metropolis, 
be  a  Divisional  Justice  of  that  district,  and  else- 
where by  two  Resident  Magistrates  in  Petty 
Sessions,  one  of  whom  should  be  a  person  of  the 
sufficiency  of  whose  legal  knowledge  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  shall  be  satisfied,  and  the  expression 
*  Kesident  Magistrate '  means  a  magistrate  ap- 
pointed in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of  the  Session 
of  the  Sixth  and  Seventh  year  of  the  reign  of 
King  William  the  Fourth,  chap,  thirteen,  in- 
tituled *  An  Act  to  consolidate  the  laws  relat- 
ing to  the  Constabulary  Force  in  Ireland.' " 

Well,  bearing  in  mind  the  very  import- 
ant offences — which  it  is  not  necessary 
for  me  to  refer  to — ^that  are  dealt  with  in 
this  2nd  clause,  offences  of  great  im- 
portance, involving,  as  they  do,  the 
power  of  this  Court  of  Summary  Juris- 
diction to  inflict  punishment  of  six 
months'  hard  labour,  I  think  it  might  be 
expected  that  we  should  have,  under  this 
Bill,  a  Court  of  similiar  importance  to 
Courts  in  other  parts  of  the  United 
King^dom  which  deal  with  oases  of  a 
similar  kind.  It  wiU  be  understood 
that  there  are  Courts  in  England  to  deal 
summarily  with  offences ;  but  it  is  known 
to  the  Committee  that  the  Sheriffs  of 
England  are  men  of  trained  experience. 
They  are  practically  trained  lawyers, 
and  many  of  them  are  perfectly  qualified, 
from  their  education  and  experience — 
and  I  want  to  impress  upon  the  Com- 
mittee their  practical  knowledge  in  deal- 
ing with  matters  of  this  kind — to  deal, 
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not  only  with  these  summary  cases,  but 
with  much  more  important  legcd  matters. 
In  England  you  have  nothing  of  the 
kind  which  is  suggested  in  this  clause 
of  the  Bill.  WeU,  everybody  knows 
that  where  you  give  powers  of  this  kind 
you  have  a  Court  far  superior  to  any- 
thing of  the  kind  suggested  in  this  BiU. 
I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  a  Betum  which  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  House  of  the  Irish  Besi- 
dent  Magistrates  who  are  to  dispose  of 
these  cases.  I  would  give  the  CoQimittee 
one  or  two  instances  of  the  kind  of  Court 
that  will  have  to  deal  with  these  import- 
ant subjects,  as  appears  by  thisBetum. 
I  take  the  first  case.  I  suppose  a  Court 
composed  of  Mr.  S.  F.  Carew,  a  magis- 
trate of  Tipperary,  receiving  £675 
a-year,  whose  qualification  is  that  he 
has  served 

The  CHIEF  SECBETABT  for  IBB- 
LAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Man- 
chester, E.) :  I  rise,  Sir,  to  a  point  of 
Order.  I  understand,  Sir,  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  is  not  disputing 
the  Court,  or  discussing  the  question 
whether  the  Court  to  try  the  offences 
under  this  measure  should  or  should  not 
be  a  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction. 
What  he  is  discussing  is  whether  the 
Court  shall  consist  of  two  Besident 
Magistrates  or  of  three  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  in  Ire- 
land. Well,  Sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
would  be  more  in  Order  to  discuss  that 
question  when  we  come  to  the  6th  sub- 
section of  Clause  11. 

The  CHAIBMAN:    No  doubt,  the 
constitution  of  the  clause  can  be  dis- 
cussed under  Sub- section  B  of  Clause  1 1, 
which  deals  with  the  constitution  of  the 
Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  ;  but  it 
seems  to  me  perfectly  competent  for  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  to  move  to 
amend  this  clause,  which  says  that  per- 
sons guilty  of  certain  offences,  whidx 
are  specified,  may  be  prosecuted  before 
a  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction.  Under 
this  Act,  it  seems  open  to  him  to  move 
to  substitute  that  Court  he  suggests  for 
the  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  pro* 
vided  for  in  the  section. 

Mr.  ANDEBSON  :  I  understand  fronx 
your  ruling,  Sir,  that  I  am  entitled  to 
proceed.  I  do  not  know  how  I  can  put 
before  the  Committee  the  object  of  nxy 
Amendment  unless  I  show  that  tlxe 
Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  provided 
under  this  section  is  incompetent  to 
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these  cases.    If  tlie  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  will  bear  with  me  for  a 
few  moments,  I  will  be  yery  brief.    For 
the  purpose  of  illustrating  my  case,  I 
will  take  a  Court  composed  of  two  per- 
sons in  this  Betum  as  an  instance  of 
what  may  happen.    Here  you  have  Mr. 
8.  F.  Carew,  who,  as  I  say,  is  in  receipt 
of  a  salary  of  £675  a-year,  and  whose 
previous  avocation  is  stated  to  be  this — 
"has  served  in  the  8th  Hussars,  and 
afterwards  in  the  Militia."     Well,  I  as- 
sume he  will  be  put  as  presiding  Judge 
or  senior  Judge  of  these  two,  the  other 
being  Mr.  Buckle,  whose  previous  avoca- 
tion was  "resident  country  gentleman 
and  honorary  secretary  of  the  Tipperary 
Agricultural  Society."    Now,  do  let  the 
Committee    for    one    moment,    in    all 
seriousness,  consider  the  character  of  a 
Court  composed  of  these  two  gentlemen, 
which  will    have  to  dispose  of  these 
serious  offences.    Why,  even  with  re- 
gard to  cases  which  are  subject  to  sum- 
mary conviction  in  this  country,  where 
the  powers  are  much  less  than  are  given 
here,  nothing  so  absurd  as  that  which 
you  now  propose  takes  place,  because 
upon  the  ordinary  English  bench  of  ma- 
gistrates, though,  no   doubt,  you  have 
gentlemen  who  belong  to  agricultural 
societies,  you  have,  at  che  same  time,  to 
keep  them  right  with  regard  to  law  and 
oiminal  practice,  a  magistrate's  clerk. 
But  in  the  Court  you  propose  you  have 
nothing  of  the  kind.    You  have  a  re- 
tired officer  of  Hussars  assisted  in  his 
lodgment  upon  these  important  matters 
hy  a  gentleman  whose  sole  experience, 
or  whose  principal  experience,  has  been 
in  connection  with    some  agricultural 
Boeiety.    Let  me  take  another  case  for 
the  purpose  of  illustration .   Lower  down 
in  the  list  we  have  the  name  of  the  Hon. 
W.  F.  Forbes,  and  he  appears  to  have 
Sirred  in  the  Grenadier  Guards,  and  to 
have  been   in  the  Commission  of  the 
Peace  for  eight  years.    He,  of  course,  is 
*  person  of  some  small  training ;  but  I 
cumot  think   that  his   best   coadjutor 
oa  the    bench    will  be   Mr.  Preston, 
who  appears    to  have   been    an  Army 
tntor  in  receipt  of  £425  a-year.    You 
We  a  retired  officer  of  the  Grenadier 
Gnards  and  an  Army  tutor  forming  a 
Coart  which  is  to  deal  with  these  mat- 
terSi    So  much  for  the  qualification  of 
these  persons  mentioned  in  this  Beturui 
who  I  maintain  are  wholly  unfit  to  dis- 
charge the  dtttji  in  spite  of  the  clause 


that  I  understand  the  Government  are 
willing  to  put  in  the  Bill,  declaring  that 
one  of  the  magistrates  taking  part  in 
these  proceedings  is  to  have  a  certain 
legal  qualification.  But  there  is  this 
still  more  important  matter  which,  to 
my  mind,  goes  to  the  whole  root  of  the 
question — namely,  that  these  magis- 
trates are  to  deal  with  what  are  practi- 
cally political  offences.  There  is  no 
doubt  of  that.  Questions  connected 
with  Boycotting  and  connected  with  the 
agrarian  agitation  will  come  within  their 
jurisdiction,  and  those  questions  are  of 
a  political  nature.  It  will  be  observed 
by  the  Committee  that  all  those  magis- 
trates hold  their  office  during  pleasure ; 
and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  one 
of  the  most  dangerous  engines  which  a 
Government  has  for  dealing  with  poli- 
tical offences  are  magistrates  or  Judges 
who  hold  office  during  pleasure,  because 
these  magistrates  and  Judges,  of  course, 
know  perfectly  well  that  it  is  to  their 
interest  to  deal  with  political  offences  in 
the  direction  and  in  the  way  that  the 
Crown  desires,  because,  if  they  do  not, 
the  Crown  may  at  once  dismiss  them. 
The  Members  of  the  Committee  may 
probably  know  that  this  very  question 
led  to  one  of  the  greatest  Constitutional 
struggles  that  ever  took  place  in  this 
country — namely,  that  upon  the  question 
of  the  appointment  of  the  Judges.  As 
the  Committee  knows,  the  Judges  under 
the  Act  of  Settlement  were  appointed 
and  retained  in  office  in  the  manner  I 
have  referred  to,  and  the  result  was  that 
the  Crown  did  not  hesitate  to  use  the 
Judges  of  the  Superior  Courts  as  in- 
struments for  political  oppression.  I 
will  read  two  or  three  lines  from  Hallam 
on  this  subject.  P*  Oh,  oh !  "J  Hon. 
Members  opposite,  1  am  sure,  have  not 
read  Malkm  for  many  years,  and  one 
passage  of  his,  a  very  short  one,  will,  I 
am  sure,  do  them  a  deal  of  good — 

"It  has  been  the  practice  of  the  Stuarts, 
especially  in  the  last  years  of  their  dynasty,  to 
dismiss  J  udges,  without  seeking  any  other  pre- 
tence, who  showed  any  disposition  to  thwart 
the  Government  in  political  prosecutions.  The 
general  behaviour  of  the  Bench  had  covered  it 
with  infamy.  Though  the  real  security  for  an 
honest  Court  of  Justice  should  be  found  in  its 
responsibility  to  Parliament  and  to  public 
opinion,  it  is  evident  that  their  tenure  of  office 
must,  in  the  first  place,  have  ceased  to  be  pre- 
carious, and  their  integrity  be  rescued  from  the 
severe  trial  of  forfeiting  the  emoluments  upon 
which  they  existed." 

That  is  the   exact   position    of   thoFo 
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magistrates.    I  desire  to  point  out  that 
it  is  most  dangerous  for  this  Committee 
to   adopt   the  proceedings  which  were 
followed  in  the  reign  of  William  III.  in 
appointing  officers  at  pleasure  to  imder- 
take  these  duties.     So  much  for  that. 
Now  I  wish  to  say  a  word  as  to  what  I 
wish  to  propose  to  introduce  into  this 
Bill.    I  do  not  know  whether  the  Go- 
vernment look  with  any  sort  of  favour 
upon  my  Amendment.     1  cannot  help 
hoping  that,  inasmuch  as  they  have  all 
cited  the  Act  of  1882,  they  will  look  with 
favour  upon  this  Amendment,  because 
it  was  the    very  provision  inserted  in 
that  Act  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
for  the  trial  of  offences  created  by  that 
measure.      The  tribunal  which  I  pro- 
pose is  a  tribunal  of  three  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  Ireland,  who  are  not 
ex-Lord  Chancellors.    Well,   we  shall 
have  some  excuse  for  the  Government — 
I  hope  not,  but  I  fear  we  shall — to  the 
effect  that  that  would  be  too  important 
a  tribunal  to  try  the  cases ;  but  1  do  say 
this,   that  when  you  are  dealing  with 
offences  of  this  character,  involving,  as 
they  do,  political  questions,  one  of  our 
first  acts  ought  to  be  to  select  a  tribunal 
which,  if   possible,  should  possess  the 
confidence  of  the  country.    I  do  not  say 
that  there  are  often  to  be  found  tribunals 
such  as  I  suggest.  Perhaps  the  tribunal 
is  too  large,  and  that  two  Judges  will 
do.     Perhaps  some  might  like  to  have 
an  English  Judge.     By  all  means,  if 
you  like  to  have  an  English  Judge  upon 
the  tribunal,  have  one.     I  do  not  think 
any  expense  ought  to  be  spared  by  the 
Government  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
these  people  who  are  to  be  prosecuted 
for  what  they  do  in  proclaimed  districts 
a  tribunal  in  which  they  have  confidence. 
That  is  my  first  contention.     Now,  three 
Judges — or  perhaps  two,  for  two  would 
do,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  what 
the  Government  have  to  say  upon  that 
point — will  be  able  to  bring  to    bear 
upon  the  matters    submitted    to   them 
extensive    experience  and    great  legal 
knowledge,  and  from  the  nature  of  their 
positions  and  their  independence,  will 
be  able  to  decide  the  cases  submitted  to 
them  without  fear  or  favour.    We  may 
depend  upon  their  being  thoroughly  im- 
partial— at  any  rate,  if  we  cannot  depend 
upon  getting  such  a  body  as  I  propose 
in  Ireland,  we  can  send  over  English 
Judges  or  Scotch  Judges  for  the  purpose. 
Tou  have  lately  had  an  instance  of  an  I  to  be  entrusted  the  summary  jarifldiotioii 
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English  Judge  going  to  Ireland  and 
doing  admirable  justice.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  that  is  a  precedent  that 
should  be  followed,  and  I  venture  to 
suggest  that  my  proposal  is  one  that 
deserves  the  very  serious  consideration 
of  the  Committee.  I  bring  it  forward, 
not  as  an  idle  Amendment,  but  as  a 
serious  one,  which  goes  to  the  root  of 
the  clause;  and  I  ask  Ber  Majesty's 
Government  to*  give  it  serious  considera- 
tion. I  trust  they  will  accept  it.  I  beg 
to  move  the  Amendment  standing  in  my 
name. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  2,  lines  Id  and  16,  leave  out,  ''a 
Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  under  this  Act,'* 
and  insert  **  a  Special  Commission  Court,  con- 
sisting of  three  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature  in  Ireland  (othor  than  the  Lord 
Chancellor)  appointed  by  tho  Lord  Lieutenant, 
to  tr^  offences  under  this  Act  in  any  proclaimed 
distnct.** — (Mn  Anderson.) 

Question  proposed,  '^  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manchester, 
E.) :  I  confess  that  one  sentence  in  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  speech 
surprised  me  very  much.  There  were 
many  things  which  surprised  me  in  his 
speech,  but  that  which  surprised  me 
most  was  his  telling  us  that  he  brought 
forward  his  Amendment  seriously.  I 
can  hardly  believe,  in  spite  of  lus  as- 
surance, &at  that  was  the  case.  His 
speech  consisted  entirely  of  two  parts, 
in  one  of  which  he  criticized  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Government,  and  in  the 
other  of  which  he  proposed  his  alterna- 
tive suggestion.  Now,  with  regard  to 
his  alternative  suggestion,  it  is  sufficient 
to  say  that  to  construct  a  special  tribunal 
of  three  Judges,  even  if  they  were  Irish 
Judges,  to  go  about  from  place  to  place 
trying  these  cases  would  not  only  be 
extremely  cumbersome  and  costly,  but 
would  absolutely  prevent  that  rapidity 
of  action  which  is  one  of  the  chief  points 
we  hope  to  gain  by  introducing  the  pro- 
vision for  summary  jurisdiction.  So 
much  for  the  actual  substantive  sug^es* 
tion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman. 
I  will  now  devote  a  few  words  to  the 
consideration  of  his  criticism  upoa  our 
proposal.  He  has  to-night  attacked, 
not  for  the  first  time  in  these  debates, 
the  Resident  Magistrates  to  whom  are 
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under  this  Bill,  and  his  chief  reason  ap- 
pears to  be — now  the  well-worn  one — 
that  many  of  these  Besident  Magistrates 
lia?e  been  soldiers.  Now,  I  have  aU 
ready  told  the  Committee,  and  I  again 
repeat,  that  though  we  are  anxious,  and 
have  shown  our  anxiety  in  the  Bill,  to 
take  precautions  that  one  of  the  two 
Besident  Magistrates  who  have  got  to 
decide  these  summary  cases  shall  be  a 
person  of  competent  legal  knowledge, 
we  are  not  prepared  to  admit  that  the 
beet  class  from  which  to  choose  the 
greater  number  of  these  magistrates  is 
that  of  lawyers.  We  are  not  of  opinion 
that  you  get  the  pick  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession at  the  salary  which  Parliament 
allows  a  Besident  Magistrate;  but  we 
do  belieye  that  you  will  get  most  com- 
petent and  efficient  men  to  fill  these 
posts  from  other  classes  at  the  salaries 
jou  are  prepared  to  pay,  and  in  that 
contention  we  are  supported  by  expe- 
rience. The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man has  brought  out  stores  of  ancient 
learning  as  to  the  English  judica- 
ture  

Mr.  ANDERSON :  No,  no. 
Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  read  out  some  com- 
mon-places from  HaUam ;  but  the  hon. 
ftud  learned  Gentleman,  if  he  had  ap- 
pealed more  to  experience  and  less  to 
maxim,  would  haye  found  that  Ireland 
owes  a  great  deal  to  the  Resident 
Magistrates.  They  haye  for  many  years 
idfflinistered,  impartially  and  effectually, 
eommary jurisdiction,  and  whoeyer  has 
been  responsible  for  the  goyernment  of 
Ireland  will  acknowledge  that  these 
gentlemen  are  well  worthy  of  the  con- 
fidence of  this  House. 

An  hon.    Membeb:   Worthy  of   the 
eonfidence  of  the  landlords. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BAlLFOUR:  Now,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  sug- 
gested thaty  as  these  magistrates  are  re- 
morable  at  pleasure,  therefore  they  will 
be  willing  slayes  of  the  Executiye  in 
dealing  with  these  offences. 
Mb.  ANDERSON :  No ;  may  be. 
Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Now,  there 
>re  two  answers  to  that  argument,  and 
fte  first  is,  that  political  offences  are  not 
ponishable  under  this  Bill;  and  the 
■eoond  is,  that  no  example  can  be  pro- 
duced where  e^en  a  suspicion,  or  eyen 
the  first  breath  of  a  suspicion,  has  ez- 
iited  in  the  mind  of  any  competent  or 
iapattial  Judge  that  the  Executiye  of 


this  country  has  oyer  for  one  moment 
dared  to  interfere  with  the  action  of  one 
single  Resident  Magistrate  acting  in  his 
judicial  capacity.  [**Oh,oh!"]  Well, 
I  chcdlenge  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  John  Morley),  who  was 
himself  connected  with  the  Irish  Go- 
yernment, to  get  up  in  this  House  and 
contradict  that  statement.  He  did  not 
serye  under  Lord  Spencer ;  but  he  will 
probably  join  with  other  Leaders  in  this 
House,  not  the  least  with  Gentlemen 
who  now  sit  below  the  Gangway,  in 
saying  that  Lord  Spencer's  management 
of  Ireland  during  his  Yiceroyalty  was, 
not  only  a  courageous  management,  but 
an  impartial  one.  Well,  by  far  the 
majority  of  those  whom  Lord  Spencer 
appointed  to  be  Resident  Magistrates 
were  not  lawyers,  but  belonged  to  the 
class  upon  which  so  much  contempt  has 
been  poured  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman.  I  think  that  Lord  Spencer 
would  join  with  me  in  regard  to  the 
character  I  haye  giyen  of  the  Resident 
Magistrates ;  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  opposite  will  also,  I  belieye,  join 
with  me  in  sa3ring  that,  whateyer  other 
charges  may  be  brought  against  these 
gentlemen,  it  cannot  be  said  of  them 
that  they  haye  oyer  shown  themselyes 
slayes  to  the  Executiye  Goyernment 
when  they  haye  been  called  upon  to 
exercise  the  duties  of  Judges.  We, 
taking  adyantage  of  experience,  and 
following  the  example  of  preyious  Go- 
yemments,  have  entrusted  the  duty  of 
judges  to  the  Resident  Magistrates,  and 
we  feel  confident  that  we  can  do  so 
safely.  Under  the  circumstances,  it  is 
impossible  for  us  to  accept  either  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman* or  any  other  Amendment  of 
a  similar  character,  which  would  haye 
the  effect  of  displacing  the  Resident 
Magistrates  from  the  position  I  haye 
pointed  out. 

Mr.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  By 
the  yery  words  of  the  Statute  these  Re- 
sident Magistrates  are  under  the  orders 
and  the  control  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  has  just  resumed  his  seat. 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  chal- 
lenged us  to  giye  any  example  where  the 
Executiye  has  interfered  with  the  con- 
duct of  Resident  Magistrates  in  their 
judicial  duties.  Well,  I  can  giye  him 
such  an  example.  I  can  giye  an  example 
of  a  Resident  Magistrate  who  was  ais* 
missediromhisappointmentfordecliningi 
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first,  to  discover   evidence  against  pri- 
sonerSy  and  then  to  send  them  to  trial.  I 
can  supply  the  right  hon.   Oentleman 
with  the  name  of  the  gentleman  I  refer 
to  on  his  undertaking  that  he  will  not 
use  the  information  against  that  person. 
Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :   I  must 
confess  I  was   perfectly  astounded  to 
hear  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
make  the  statement  he  did  as  to  the 
Besident  Magistrates  not  being  under 
the  control  of  the  Executive.    Can  it  be 
possible  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  so  soon  foi^otten  the  letter  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers  by  that  very 
experienced  Besident   Magistrate,   Mr. 
Clifford  Lloyd,  who  gave  a  most  graphic 
description  of  the  work  at  the  Castle, 
and    spoke   of    the   telegrams    which 
poured  in  from  magistrates,  asking  for 
mstructions  as  to  what  they  were  to  do  ? 
It  will  be  said  that  in  the  most  of  these 
cases  the  applications  were  to  know  what 
they  were  to  do  in  their  administrative 
capacity  as  servants  of  the  Executive ; 
but  there  is  no  doubt  in  the  world  that  a 
great  deal  of  the  instructions  issued  to 
them  had  regard  to  what  they  were  to  do 
in  their  judicial  capacity.   The  difficulty 
in  the  matter  is  that  it  is  preposterous 
and  absurd  to  say  that  you  can  get  men  to 
separate  in  their  own  minds  when  they 
are  acting,  on  the  same  day,  in  a  judicial 
and  in  an  executive  capacity,  the  influ- 
ence which  the  Government  has  a  right 
to  exercise  upon  them  in  the  one  case, 
and  the  independence  they  are  to  exer- 
cise in  the  other.    The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
threw  out  a  challenge  to  us  to  mention 
individual  instances  in  which  the  Execu- 
tive had  interfered  with  the  action  of  a 
magistrate.    If  I  had  had  notice  of  the 
challenge  I  could  have  given  dozens  and 
dozens  of   such  instances;  but  on  the 
spur  of  the  moment  I  will  recall  a  few 
instances  which  recur  to  my  mind  without 
taking  the  trouble  to  re^esh  my  recol- 
lection.   There  is  the  case  of  Father 
Fahy.      The   magistrate   sitting  in   a 
judicial  capacity,  or  the  Crown  Solicitor 
acting  for  the  Crown  in  that  case,  stated 
either  that  instructions  had  come,  or  in- 
structions were  expected  to  come,  from 
the  Castle  ordering  the  magistrate  to  re- 
fuse to  put  the  defendant  under  rule  of 
bail.    What  did  that  amount  to?   Why, 
that  instructions   had  come,   or    were 
coming,  from  the  Castle  ordering  the 
ijuagistrate  to  commit  this  gentleman  to 
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prison,  which  he  accordingly  did,  Father 
Fahy  being  committed  to  prison    for 
three  months.   There  is  another  instance 
which  I  will  give  in  order  to  show  the 
confusion  which  arises  in  the  minds  of 
magistrates — a  very  natural  confusion — 
between  their  duty  as  police  officers  of 
the    Executive  Government  and  their 
duty  as  Judges.     A  case  occurred  in 
which  I  was  partly  interested  a  short 
time  ago  in  the  County  of  Cavan.    It 
was  a  case  in  which  two  or  three  men 
were  brought  before  Captain  MoTieman, 
of  Enniskiilen,  by  no  means  a  bad  speci- 
men of  his  class,  a  reasonable  and  fair 
minded  man,  the  sort  of  magistrate  of 
which  we  have  unfortunately  too  few  in 
Ireland.    Well,  the  men  were  sentenced 
to  a  month's  imprisonment.    They  ap- 
pealed to  the  County  Court  Judge  at 
Cavan,  and  when  the  appeal  came  up 
for  hearing  Captain  McTieman  sat  on 
the  Bench  beside  the  Judge,  Mr.  George 
Walters — a  thing  which  it  is  customary 
for  such  gentlemen  to  do  when  they  have 
occasion  to  attend  the  Coimty  Court.    I 
have  the  account  of  this  from  some  one 
who  was  sitting  in  the  Court  when  it 
occurred,    and    saw  the  whole    thing. 
Captain  McTieman  was  sitting  on  the 
Bench  beside  the  Judge ;  some  one  said 
it  was  not  right  or  decent  that  he  should 
take  his  seat  on  the  Bench  to  hear  an 
appeal  from  his  own  judgment,    and 
Captain  McTiernan  at  once  said  that  ho 
thought  that  remonstrance  very  fair, 
and  left  the  Bench.    But  what  did  he 
do  ?    He  went  down  and  sat  beside  the 
Crown  Prosecutor,  and  prompted  him  in 
the  case  against  the  prisoners.     Well,  I 
put  it  to  the  Committee  whether  that  is 
the  kind  of  man — and  I  have  pointed 
•ut  that  he  is  an  admirable  specimen  of 
his  class,  and  one  of  the  fairest  minded 
Besident  Magistrates  we  have — I  put  it 
to  the  Committee  whether  he  is  a  gentle- 
man to  which  caees  under  this  clause 
should  be  brought,  and  whether  he  is  a 
gentleman  who  is  likely  to  discriminate 
very  fairly  between  the   influence  tke 
Government  exercise  upon  him  in  his 
administrative  capacity,  and  that  they 
seek  to  bring  to  bear  upon  him  in  his 
judicial  capacity.      In  view  of  all  tke 
people  in  Court  whose  confidence  in  iKe 
law  it  was  so  desirable  to  maintain,  this 
gentleman  quitted  the  Bench,  and  went 
down  and  sat  by  the  Crown  Prosecutor, 
and  gave  him  suggestions  and  prompt* 
ings  in  the  conduct  of  a  case  which  was 
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an  appeal  against  bis  own    decision. 
There  cannot  be  tbe  slightest  doubt  that 
magistrates  do  seek  for  guidance  and 
advice  from  the  Executive  as  to  their 
action  as  magistrates  sitting  in  Court, 
and  that  they  are  led  by  that  guidance 
and  act  slavishly  upon  it.      They  are 
guided  by  the    Executive    as   to    the 
severity  of  their  sentences,  and  as  to 
their  general  behaviour  as  magistrates. 
I  endorse  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land, that  many  of  the  best  magistrates 
in  Ireland  are  not  lawyers.    I  have  one 
man  in  my  mind  at  the  present  moment, 
a  man  promoted  by  Lord  Spencer  to  the 
head  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  in  Ire- 
land.   He  was  in  the  district  of  East 
Mayo  when  I  was  there,  and  a  more 
excellent  magistrate,  and  one  in  whose 
knowledge  and  justice  one  could  more 
thoroughly  rely,  does  not  exist  in  the 
United  Eliogdom.     I  would  not  hesitate 
to  trust  him,  but  this  gentleman  is  a  rare 
exception  amongst  the  Irish  magistrates, 
and  what  I  would  suggest  is  this.     Of 
oonrse,  there  are  considerable  objections 
which  naturally  occur  to  the  sending  of 
Judges  of  the  High  Court  round  the 
country  aa  Courts  of  Summary  Jurisdic- 
tion ;  but  what  objection  could  there  be 
to  sending  round  for  this  purpose  the 
County  Court  Judges  of  Ireland  ?    Why 
not  make  these  Courts  Courts  where  two 
County  Court  Judges  could  sit  ?    I  ask 
hon.  Members  is  that  not  a  fair  offer  of 
compromise  ?    These  Irish  County  Court 
Judges  are  gentlemen  who  are  largely 
paid  for  their  services.    They  are  gen- 
tlemen  whose    time    is    by  no  means 
fully    occupied — that    is    notorious    in 
Ireland.     There  are,  therefore,  a  num- 
ber  of   them    at  nearly  all  times  of 
the    year     with    leisure.      They    are 
acquainted  with  the   localities.     They 
onjoy,  to  a  much  greater  extent,  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  in  their  impartiality 
than  do  the  magistrates,  and  they  are 
not  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Castle. 
They  bear  much  more  than  the  magis- 
trates the  character  of  Judges,  and,  as 
I  have  said,  they  are  in  the  habit  of 
Tisiting  the  localities  and  they  know  the 
local  circamstances.     I  ask,  therefore, 
what  reasonable  objection  can  be  taken 
to  constituting  the  Court  of  County  Court 
Judges  in  place  of  the  proposed  Court  of 
Beaident  Magistrates?      Such  a  Court 
would  command  more  respect,  and  would 
certainly  have  a  better  knowledge  of  the 


law  than  the  one  proposed.  I  think  that, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  if  this  de- 
testable clause  is  to  be  passed,  the  best 
Court  we  could  get  in  Ireland,  taking 
everything  into  consideration,  would  be 
a  Court  of  two  County  Court  Judges  to 
be  nominated  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
according  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
time.  Surely  that  is  not  an  unreason* 
able  request.  The  powers  asked  for 
under  this  section  are  of  a  most  extra- 
ordinary .and  extreme  character,  and  it 
is  not  an  unreasonable  request  to  ask 
that  the  men  who  are  to  administer  the 
great  powers  given  by  this  section  should 
be  men  who,  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
are  divorced  from  police  duties,  and  will 
have  some  of  the  characteristics  of 
Judges  of  the  land,  and  who  will  not 
be  men  liable  to  be  removed,  or  liable 
to  be  promoted,  or  liable  to  have  pro- 
motion refused  them,  according  as  they 
serve  the  purposes  of  the  Executive. 
They  will  not  be  men,  the  very  best  of 
whom  think  it  right  and  proper  to  go 
down  from  the  Bench  when  an  appeal 
from  their  decision  is  being  heard, 
sit  beside  the  prosecuting  counsel,  and 
prompt  him  in  the  management  of  the 
prosecution.  They  will  not  be  men 
whose  minds  will  be  confused  between 
the  ideas  of  their  duty  as  executive  ofiBi- 
cers  and  judicial  functionaries,  as  oc- 
curred in  the  case  I  have  mentioned. 
These  Eesident  Magistrates  are  not  the 
class  of  men  who  ought  to  have  the 
powers  which  will  be  conferred  by  this 
clause,  especially  when  we  have  men  in 
Ireland  ready  to  our  hand — a  class  of 
Judges  who,  at  least,  know  the  law  and 
cannot  be  removed  at  the  will  and  plea- 
sure of  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

Mb.  JOHN  MOKLEY  (Newcastle-on- 
Tyne) :  The  right  hon.  Oentleman  oppo- 
site (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  has  called  me  to 
witness,  not,  I  think,  with  any  particular 
relevancy,  because  he  himself  admitted 
that  I  was  not  responsible  for  the  Go- 
vernment of  Ireland  under  Lord  Spencer. 
The  short  time  I  was  at  the  Irish  Office 
there  was  no  summary  jurisdiction  of 
this  kind  in  operation.  My  experience 
in  the  matter  must,  therefore,  be  tho- 
roughly valueless.  So  far  as  my  opinion 
goes  as  to  the  expediency  of  entrusting 
this  summary  jurisdiction  to  Besideut 
Magistrates,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
could  not  have  done  me  the  honour  to 
listen  to  what  I  have  said  on  two  ocoa- 
tions  on  previous  stages  of  this  Bill,  be- 
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cause  I  then  referred  to  the  very  passage 
from  Mr.  Cliflford  Jjloyd's  letters  which 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  East 
Mayo  has  drawn  attention  to.  Mr.  Clif- 
ford Lloyd  pointed  out  that  during  the 
administration  of  the  Crimes  Act  of  1882, 
there  was  constant  communication  be- 
tween Dublin  Castle  and  the  Eesident 
Magistrates,  not  only  upon  their  execu- 
tive and  police  duties,  but,  to  use  Mr. 
Clifford  Lloyd's  own  expression,  on  mat- 
ters "  relating  to  the  maintenance  and 
execution  of  the  law."  I  cannot  doubt 
for  a  moment  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  and 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  will 
not  dream  of  putting  direct  pressure 
upon  the  Eesident  Magistrates  in  the 
execution  of  their  judicial  work.  I 
ventured,  in  some  remarks  that  I  made 
earlier,  to  say  that  I  would  not  so  readily 
trust  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man the  Assistant  Secretary  (Colonel 
King-Harman).    With  his  strong  pre- 

i'udices,  and  his  strong  views  about 
rish  administration,  he  would  be  very 
likely  to  misapprehend  the  limits  of 
his  position ;  but  that  is  not  the.  point. 
The  point  is  not  whether  a  direct  pres- 
sure will  be  put  upon  the  Besident  Ma- 
jgistrates  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
What  we  submitted  and  urged  was  that 
there  would  be  inevitably  present  in  the 
minds  of  the  Eesident  Magistrates  the 
complexion  which  their  actions  would 
wear  in  the  minds  of  their  official  supe- 
riors, who  have  in  their  hands  their  pro- 
motion, their  removal,  and  their  whole 
material  prospects.  On  those  grounds, 
therefore,  I  agree  with  much,  not  with 
every  word,  but  with  the  spirit  of  what 
has  been  said  as  to  the  impropriety  of 
entrusting  these  powers  to  the  Eesident 
Magistrates.  I  do  not  know  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  very  judicious 
in  enlarging  upon  that  particular  aspect 
of  the  case.  On  the  particular  point 
now  before  the  Committee,  I  regret 
that  I  cannot  agree  with  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment. It  seems  to  me  that  this 
Amendment  is  an  utterly  impracticable 
one.  I  cannot  see  how  you  are  to 
have  three  Judges  moving  up  and 
down  Ireland  dealing  with  every  case 
that  every  constable  may  think  fit  for 
this  summary  jurisdiction  to  be  exer- 
cised upon.  I  think  it  would  not  work, 
and  the   remark   made   by   the  hon. 
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Member  for  East  Mayo  showed  that  he 
equally  with  his  Friends  sees  the  objec- 
tions which  are  to  be  made  to  this  pro- 
posal. The  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 
suggests,  as  I  understand  him,  that  there 
should  be  two  County  Court  Judges  to 
whom  you  should  entrust  the  exercise 
of  this  summary  jurisdiction.  But  this 
is  not  the  place  for  discussing  that  pro- 
posal, because  there  is  upon  the  Paper 
an  Amendment  in  the  name  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  East 
Wolverhampton  (Mr,  Henry  H.  Fowler), 
to  the  effect  that  these  cases  shall  be 
heard  before  two  Eesident  Magistrates, 
a  County  Court  Judge,  and  a  Chairman 
of  Quarter  Sessions.  Tou  will  find  that 
Amendment  on  page  27  of  the  Paper  of 
Amendments.  The  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  can,  there- 
fore, be  very  well  discussed  when  we 
come  to  Clause  11.  In  the  meantime,  I 
only  wish  to  say  that  I,  for  one,  should 
not  be  able  to  support  the  Amendment 
of  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Mr. 
Anderson),  and  I  am  sure  he  would  not 
be  ill-advised  if  he  were  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
suggesting  to  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  that  he  should  be  satisfied  with, 
the  discussion  which  has  taken  place 
upon  his  Amendment.  It  is  an  Amend- 
ment for  which  we  should  be  willing  to 
vote ;  but  we  see  the  objections  pointed 
out  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  spoken,  and  I  would,  therefore, 
suggest  to  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
that  the  question  mentioned  by  him 
would  be  more  fitly  raised  on  tlie 
Amendment  to  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  just  alluded.  I  would 
suggest  that  he  should  withdraw  his 
Amendment  just  now,  and  raise  it  at 
perhaps  a  more  practical  and  opportune 
moment. 

Mb.  ANDEESON  :  I  certainly  desire, 
after  what  has  fallen  from  hon.  Members 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  to  withdraw 
this  Amendment.  In  withdrawing  it,  I 
would  express  a  hope  that,  before  tlie 
question  comes  on  again  for  discussion. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  will  have 
carefully  considered  whether  it  would 
not  be  possible  for  them  to  give  way 
upon  the  point  upon  which  the  rigUt 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  said  at  the  outset  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  be  prepared  to  accept 
**any"   Amendment.      In   requeating 
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leave  to  withdraw  my  propoBal,  I  would 
urge  the  Oovernment,  in  the  meantime, 
to  consider  the  question  seriously. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  (Bradford. 
Central) :  I  now  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
moviog  the  rejection  of  Sub-section  1  of 
Clause  2  in  the  following  terms : — 

"Any  person  who  shall  take  part  in  any 
criminal  conspiracy  to  compel  or  induce  any 
person  or  persons  either  not  to  fulfil  his  or  their 
ie^  obUgations,  or  not  to  let,  hire,  use,  or 
occupy  any  land,  or  not  to  deal  with,  work  for, 
or  hire  any  person  or  persons  in  the  ordinary 
coone  of  trade,  business,  or  occupation  ;  or  to 
interfere  with  the  administration  of  the  law." 

The  discussion  this  evening  has  been,  to 
some  extent,  anticipated  by  the  discussion 
that  took  place  last  night  on  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby  (Sir  William  Har- 
court).    At  the  same  time,  I  think  there 
are  many  considerations  which  it  was 
impossible  then  to  bring  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and  I  will,  therefore,  venture 
to  raise  the  question  somewhat  more 
broadly,  at  the  same  time  avoiding  going 
over  the  ground  my  right  hon.  Friend 
has  so  fully  and  ably  explored — namely, 
tie  whole  question  of  the  Law  of  Oon- 
^piracy.    In  the  statement  I  shall  make 
on  this  Bub-section,  I  fully  accept  the 
statement  made  by  the  English  Attorney 
General — ^namely,  that  the  section   as 
BOW  drawn  is  not  intended  to  create 
any  now  crime.    What  it  does  is  this — 
it  proposes  to  withdraw  a  large  class 
of  the  most  important  cases  from  the 
superior  tribunals  of  Ireland — namely, 
the  Judges  of  the  land — and  to  submit 
them  to  the  lowest  tribunals  in  Ireland 
—namely,  the  Kesident  Magistrates — a 
tribunal  which,   I  venture   to  say,   is 
▼holly  incompetent,  whether  from  legal 
biowiedge  or  otherwise,  to  deal  with 
these  important  subjects.    At  present, 
Ai  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  said 
list  night,  the  jury  stands  between  the 
tenants  of  Ireland  and  the  Law  of  Oon- 
■piTMy  which  it  is  proposed  to  deal  with 
Ukder  this  section.    That  is  really  their 
protection  frooi  the  Law  of  Conspiracy 
as  laid  down  in  the  section,  ana  as  it 
▼oold  be  administered  by  the  tribunal 
to  which  it  is  proposed  to  refer  these 
qnestiona.     Now,  it  is  absolutely  certain 
that  if  this  section  passes  in  its  present 
fcno,  it  will  be  impossible  for  Uie  ten- 
ttts  to  combine  together  to  resist  unfair 
MBte.    That,  I  take  it,  will  be  abso- 


lutely certain  under  the  clause  as  it  now 
stands,  and  that  object  is  undoubtedly 
the  object  of  the  section,  for  we 
have  been  told  by  Lord  Salisbury  in 
"another  place"  that  the  object  of 
the  Bill  is  to  prevent  combinations 
of  tenants,  and  this  is  the  section 
of  the  Bill  in  which  it  is  proposed  to 
effect  that  purpose.  I  have  no  doubt, 
for  my  part,  that  this  is  the  most  im- 
portant section  of  the  whole  Bill ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  if  the  landlords  of 
Ireland  should  obtain  this  section,  they 
would  willingly  abandon  almost  all  the 
other  sections.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
section  is  for  enabling  the  collection  of 
rents  by  a  new  process — namely,  by  the 
enforcement  of  the  Criminal  Law — by  a 
process  indicated  in  the  section — before 
the  inferior  tribimals  of  Ireland,  I 
would  venture,  in  the  first  place,  to 
point  out  that  this  is  an  entirely  new 
provision.  It  has  not  been  included 
in  any  other  Coercion  Act  that  I 
know  of  since  the  beginning  of  the 
century.  I  have  searched  through  86 
Acts,  and  I  do  not  find  a  single  one 
of  them  that  contains  a  clause  at  all 
analogous  to  the  one  now  under  con- 
sideration. It  cannot  be  said  that  the 
circumstances  are  difiPerent,  and  that, 
therefore,  a  new  kind  of  remedy  is  re- 
quired, for  it  has  been  very  usual,  in 
past  years,  whenever  periods  of  great 
agricultural  distress  and  depression  have 
occurred,  or  whenever  there  has  been 
great  want  arising  from  bad  harvests, 
or  whenever  the  prices  of  agricultural 
produce  have  fallen,  it  has  been  very 
usual  for  combinations  of  tenants  to 
take  place  with  the  view  of  obtaining 
reductions  of  rent.  And  the  same  com- 
binations have  taken  place  in  respect  of 
other  legal  obligations,  such  as  tithes.  I 
find  that  in  the  year  1832-3  there  was  a 
general  combination  against  the  pay- 
ment of  tithes  and  of  rent,  yet  in  one  of 
the  most  severe  Acts  ever  passed  through 
this  House,  the  House  inserted  an 
Amendment  to  the  effect  that  no  dis- 
trict should  be  proclaimed  under  that 
Act  by  reason  of  tenants  refusing  to  pay 
tithes,  showing  how  unwilling  the  House 
of  Commons  was  at  that  time  to  allow  a 
Coercion  Act  to  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  enforcing  contracts  and  civil  obliga-r 
tions.  I  find  that  in  1846-7 — when,  as 
all  hon.  Members  must  be  aware,  there 
was  very  great  distress  throughout  Ire- 
land, and  when  there  were  almost  imi- 
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versal  combinations  amongst  tenants  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  reductions  of 
rent,  the  Coercion  Act  introduced  by 
Sir  Eobert  Peel — and  which  was  the 
cause  of  his  fall— contained  no  clause  of 
this  nature  for  endeavouring  to  enforce 
the  payment  of  rent  by  coercive  mea- 
sures.   And  the  Act  of  the  following 
year,  passed  by  the  Government  that 
succeeded    Sir   Eobert    Feel,  likewise 
contained  no  provision   of   this  kind. 
But,  perhaps,  the  most  interesting  in- 
stance is  that  of  the  Ooeroion  Act  of 
1881,  because  hon.  Members  will  per- 
fectly recollect  that  there   were   then 
combinations  against  rent  very  similar 
to  those  which  have  occurred  recently ; 
and  there  had  been  a  prosecution  in- 
stituted  against  Mr.  Pamell  and  five 
other  Members  of  Parliament  under  a 
Conspiracy  Law  similar  to  that  it  is 
sought  to  enforce  in  the  section  before 
the  Committee.    The  jury  had  refused 
to  find  a  verdict  in  that  case,  and,  there- 
fore, the  whole  question  was  fully  under 
the  cognizance  of  Parliament  at  that 
time.     But  yet  the  Act  of   1881   con- 
tained no  provision  at  all  analogous  to 
that  we  are  called  on  to  pass — no  pro- 
vision for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the 
payment  of  rent.    Therefore,  I  say  that 
all  precedent  is  against  a  clause  of  this 
character.    For  my  part,  I  think  it  an 
extremely  dangerous  precedent  that  we 
should  endeavour  to  enforce  the  pay- 
ment of  legal  obligations  or  the  collec- 
tion of  rent  by  a  penal  process  such  as 
is  now  proposed  under  this  sub-section. 
As  to  the  law  as  it  applies  to  this  section, 
I  will  venture  to  say  only  a  few  words. 
I  do  not  propose  to  delay  the  Committee 
at  any  length  by  going  once  more  into 
the  question  of  the  introduction  of  the 
word  **  criminal."     For  my  part,  with 
such  legal  knowledge  as  I  am  able  to 
bring  to  bear  on  the  subject,  I  do  not 
think    that    the    introduction    of    the 
word  at  all    affects    the  question.    It 
does  not  modify  the  meaning  of  the 
word    '*  conspiracy."      But    I    would 
venture  to  ask  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  whether  he  can  produce  any  case 
of   conspiracy  now  punishable  by  law 
which  will  be  excluded  if  this  clause 
passes  with  the  introduction  of  the  word 
"  criminal  ?"    If  he  can  do  that,  I  will 
give  up  the  case.    But  if  he  cannot  pro- 
duce any  such  case,  he  must  agree  that 
the  word  is  surplusage.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
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land  endeavoured  to  draw  a  distinction 
between  conspiracy  as  applied  to  con- 
tracts of  labour,  and  conspiracy  as  ap- 
plied to  contracts  for  the  payment  of 
rent ;  and,  if  we  look  solely  to  the  Eng- 
lish Law  on  the  subject,  I  think  there  is 
a  great  deal  to  be  said  for  that  distinc- 
tion, for  I  find  it  laid  down  by  very  high 
authority — by  no  less  an  authority  than 
Mr.  Wright,  who  was  quoted  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attor- 
ney General  last  night,  who  is,  perhaps, 
the   highest   authority   in  the  country 
on  the  subject  of  conspiracy,  and  who 
now  occupies  the  position  of  the  Attorney 
General's  devil;  and,  therefore,  I  pre- 
sume, is  consulted.     [^Cries  of  **  Order, 
order!  "]    I  believed  the  post  is  a  very 
well  recognized  one,  and  a  very  impor- 
tant one,  and  that  it  generally  leads  to 
promotion  to  the  Bench  at  an  early  date. 
I  think  that  the  fact  that  this  Gentleman 
holds  that  high  position  is  some  sanction 
for  the  statement  that  he  is  an  authority 
on  these  matters.      His  book  is  well 
recognized  as  being  the  highest  autho- 
rity on  the  subject  of  conspiracy.    I  find 
that  in  that  book  on  conspiracy,  Mr. 
Wright  drew  a  very  g^eat  distinction 
between  cases  of  conspiracy  under  the 
labour  laws  in  respect  to  contracts  for 
labour,    and    combinations,   and  other 
kinds,  and  especially  of  tenants  in  respect 
of  rent.    After    summing   up   all  the 
authorities  on  the  subject,  Mr.  Wright 
says  that  on  the  whole    he    strongly 
favours  the  view  that  combinations  to 
injure  a  private  person,  otherwise  than 
by  fraud  are  not,  as  a  rule,  criminal,  un- 
less criminal  means  are  used  ;  and,  he 
goes  on  to  say,  that  in  none  of  the  cases 
are  there  decisions  to  be  found  anta- 
gonistic to  this  proposition.    Througli* 
out  the  whole  of  this  part  of  his  book  he 
practically  lays  down  the  conclusion  that 
although  before  the  Act  of  1875  com- 
binations of  workmen  to  break  contracts 
of  hiring  were  criminal,  and  under  tlie 
Criming  Law ;  yet  that  other  combina- 
tions such  as  those  which  the  Committee 
are  now  considering  are  not  criminal,  and 
are  not  conspiracies.    That,  according  to 
the  best  opinions  I  have  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain, is  the  state  of  the  case  with  reg^ard 
to  English  Law.     But  I  am  bound,  to 
say  that  the  Irish  Law  is  very  different 
on  the  subject;  and  I  must  say  I    am 
surprised  that  the  Chief  Secretary   ±or 
Ireland  should  have  coached  up  on  Bn^.. 
lish  Law  without  reference  at  all  to  '^- '  "" 
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authorities  on  the  subject.    I  am  sur- 
prised that  the  Irish  Attorney  Qeneral 
did  not  answer  the  appeal  made  to  him 
last  night,  and  say  whether  he  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Ireland,  and  with  the 
proposition  laid  down,  that  combinations 
oi  tenants  to  break  contracts  for  rent,  as 
held  by  the  Law  Courts  in  Ireland,  are 
not  conspiracies  within    the    Criminal 
Law.    Now,  the  whole  matter  was  gone 
into  at  very  great  length  in  the  very  well- 
hiown  case  of  the  Queen  against  Par- 
nell,  to  which  I  have  already  adverted, 
and  the  decision  of  Judge  Fitzgerald, 
now  Lord  Fitzgerald,  goes  far  beyond 
anything  that  has  been    held   in  the 
English  Courts  in  recent  times.    It  lays 
down  this  proposition,  which  goes  to  the 
y&rj  fullest  extent  of  the    proposition 
laid  down  by  the  Judges  in  respect  of 
combinations  of  labour  in  the  cases  I 
have  already  referred  to.    The  ruling  of 
&e  Judge,  or  rather  the  charge  of  Judge 
R'^jzgerald,  goes  the  fullest  length   in 
saying  that  any  combinations  of  tenants 
for  the  purpose  of  breaking  their  con- 
tracts and  endeavouring   to   obtain  a 
reduction  of  rent,    are  conspiracies  ac- 
cording to  the  law    in   Ireland;  and, 
therefore,  are  indictable  and  punishable 
as  sach.  The  clause  under  consideration 
appears  to  me  to  have    been    framed 
almost  identically  upon  the  words  used 
hj  Judge  Fitzgerald  in  the  case  I  have 
referred  to.     In  that  ruling  Mr.  Justice 
Fitzgerald  said — 

/'If  the  tenant  withholds  his  rent  that  is  a 
'Holation  of  the  right  of  the  landlord  to  receive 
it,  but  it  would  not  he  a  criminal  act  in  the 
tenant  Uiough  it  would  he  a  violation  of  a  right ; 
bat  if  two  or  more  persons  incite  him  to  do  that 
set,  then  their  agreement  is  by  law  an  offence." 

That  appears  to  me  to  frankly  admit  the 
whole  of  the  proposition  I  have  been 
contending  for — namely,  that  under  the 
Irish  law,   if     not  under  the    English 
law — and[,  1  admit,  that  in  theory  there 
is  00  distinction  between  the  law  of  the 
two  countries — practically  a  combination 
cf  tenants  to  obtain  a  reduction  of  rent 
from  their  landlord,  and,  in  the  mean- 
time, not  to  pay  rent  is  a  conspiracy  and 
ifldidable  as  such.     And,  accordingly, 
by  this  clause  all  these  cases  would  be 
dealt  with  under  the  section  now  pro- 
posed, and  the  tenants  would  be  liable 
to  be  tanunoned  before  the  Besident 
HagistrateB  and  sentenced  to  imprison- 
nient  fot  aix  months  with  hard  Ijabour. 


Now,  I  would  venture  to  put  this  case 
to  the  nght  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland.   Sup- 
pose a  number  of  small  tenants  in  Ire- 
land, say  1 00,  found  themselves  in  great 
difficulty  with  regard  to  their  rents  in 
consequence  of  severe  agricultural  de- 
pression or  failure  of  crops,  or   great 
fall  in  prices.    Suppose  they  are  unable 
to  pay  their  full  rents.    I  will  not  say 
they  have  no  property  whatever  out  of 
which  to  pay,  but  I  wiU  assume  for  a 
moment  that  they  could  not  pay  their 
full  rents  without  selling  off  their  stock 
on  the  farm,  and  supposing  a  number 
of  these  tenants  go  to  the  landlord  and 
ask  him  for  a  reduction  of  rent  and  he 
refuses  to  make  a  reduction,  and  sup- 
pose four  or  five  of  the  leading  men 
amongst  them  summon  a  meeting  of  the 
smaller  tenants  and  ask  them  to  make 
common  cause  together,  and  say  to  the 
landlord  they  will  not  pay  their  rents 
unless  some  reduction — say  of  25  per 
cent — is  made,  I  want  to  ask  the  At- 
torney General    for   Ireland    whether, 
under  the  ruling  of  Judge  Fitzgerald, 
such  a  case  as  this  would  not  be  held  to 
be  conspiracy  and  punishable  imder  the 
law  as  it  now  stands  ?  I  ask  him  whe- 
ther it  would  not  come  within  the  mean- 
ing of  this  section  in  spite  of  the  intro- 
duction of  the  word  *'  criminal."      It 
seems  to  me  that  under  the  ruling  of 
Judge  Fitzgerald  there    cannot   be  a 
doubt  that  combinations  of  tenants  of 
this  kind,  thoroughly  spontaneous  com- 
binations, and  not  combinations  forced 
upon  them  from  outside,  which  may  not 
have  taken   place   under  the  Flan  of 
Campaign,  but  which  may  have  occurred 
on  the  motion  of  ^the  tenants  themselves 
to  obtain  reductions  of  rent,  are  now  in- 
dictable under  the  law  as  laid  down  by 
Judge    Fitzgerald — indictable  as   con- 
spiracy, and  as  such,  coming  within  the 
section  now  before  the  Committee.      If 
it  is  not  so,  I  hope  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  or  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attorney  General  for  Eng- 
land will   state  distinctly  that  such  a 
case  will  not    be  included  within    the 
section,  and  how  it  is  that  it  will  not 
come  within  the  section.    It  appears  to 
me  that  if  that  be  the  state  of  things, 
and  that  if  it  is  intended  that  cases  of 
that  kind  can  be  dealt  with  summarily 
under  the  section  now  proposed,  such  a 
proceeding  will  be  most  monstrous.    In 
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my  opinion,  the  only  way  in  whioli  small 
Irish  tenants  of  this  kind  oan  really  pro- 
tect themselves  under  agricultural  pres- 
«Bure,  and  the  conditions  which  now  exist 
in  Ireland,  is  by  combination  of  that 
character,  and  that  they  are   just    as 
.  much  entitled  to  protect  themselves  by 
combination  in  this  way  as  labourers  in 
England  are  entitled  to  protect  them- 
selves against   unfair  dealing    on    the 
part  of  their  masters.    The  Act  of  1875 
expressly  met  .the  case  of  breaches  of 
contract,  and  in  my  opinion,  breach  of 
contract  as  regards  labour  is  on  the  same 
footing  as  a  breach  of  contract  to  pay 
rent.      The    payment   of  rent    is    not 
sanctioned    upon    any    higher     basis 
than  contracts  for  labour  in  England. 
Now,  Sir,  what  is  proposed  under  the 
section  which  is  now  before  us  is  not,  as 
I  have  already  said,  to  alter  the  law,  but 
to  alter  the  procedure  of  the  law,  to 
take  the  cases  away  from  the  jury  and 
the  Judges  who  are  now  the  protection 
of  the  tenants  of  Ireland,  and  submit 
them  to  this  inferior  tribunal  of  magis- 
trates.    It  is  not  only  in  Ireland  that 
juries  are  a  protection  to  people  in  this 
position,  but  it  is  the  same  in  England. 
^If  the  law,  as  laid  down  by  Lord  Fitz- 
.gerald,  be  sound,  the  Welsh  farmers 
who  are  protestinp^  against  the  full  pay- 
ment of  tithes  are  just  as  much  guilty  of  a 
conspiracy — of  a  combination,  which  is 
an  illegal  conspiracy  under  the  Con- 
spiracy Law — as  tenants  in  Ireland,  and 
the  only  thing  that  saves  them  from 
being  prosecuted  is  the  fact  that  no  jury 
in  England  or  Wales  would  by  any 
possibility  convict.     I  would  ask,  would 
any  human  being  suggest  that  a  case  of 
this  kind  should  be  dealt  with  by  an 
ordinary    magistrate  —  would    anyone 
justify  the  withdrawal  of  cases  of  this 
importance  from  the  tribunals  of  the 
country  and  submitting    them  to   the 
ordinary  tribunals  of  magistrates  ?  That 
is  what  you  are  proposing  to  do  in  Ire- 
land— to  draw  these  complex  cases  from 
the  Judges  of  the  land  and  to  submit 
them  to  the  ordinary  and  most  inferior 
magisterial  tribunals  in  Ireland — to  men 
who,  in  my  opinion,  are  totally  incom- 
petent to  deal  with  the  really  difficult 
and  dangerous  questions    that    would 
come  before  them.    There  is  one  other 
point  I  wish  to  bring  under  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee,  and  that  is  the 
question  of  the  evidence  that  would  come 
before  these  magistrates  in  these  cases. 

Mr.  Shaw  Ze/evr$ 


These  cases  of  criminal  conspiracy  in- 
volve the  most  difficult  description  of 
evidence  that  oan  well  be  conceived. 
Lprd  Fitzgerald,  in  the  charge  in  the 
Parnell  case,  pointed  out  the  extremely 
vague  manner   in    which    the    charge 
might  be  substantiated ;  he  showed  that 
it  was  not  necessary  that  you  should 
bring  before  the  Judge  evidence  to  show 
that  the  persons  charged  with  conspiracy 
were  actually  concerned,  man  to  man, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  it  a  con- 
spiracy; but  he   said  you  might  infer 
there  was  a  conspiracy,  though  the  par- 
ties had  never  seen  or  communicated 
with  one  another.    I  advert  to  that  in 
order  to  show  how  extremely  dangerous 
and  loose  this  law  is,  and  to  put  the 
jurisdiction  of  these  cases  into  the  hands 
of  men  such  as  the  Besident  Magistrates 
in  Ireland,   appears  to  me  to  be,  not 
only  dangerous,  but  wholly  unjustifiable. 
I  venture  to  say,  therefore,   that  this 
clause  which  is  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee is  one  that  ought  not  to  be  al- 
lowed to  pass.    By  rejecting  this  clause 
the  Committee  would  not  in  any  way  be 
altering  the  law  of  the  land.    Under 
the  law  as  it  stands,  these  cases  would 
go  before  the    Superior    Courts;    but 
under  this  clause  it  would  be  trans- 
ferred to  Besident  Magistrates.    Now,  I 
want  to  ask  the  Government  why  they 
cannot  be  satisfied  with  allowing  these 
cases  to  remain  with  the  Superior  Courts 
with  the  protection  they  have  in  other 
parts  of  the  Bill  as  to  the  change  of 
juries  and  the  change  of  venue  ?  Surely 
it  is  wiser  that  cases  of  this  difficulty 
should  be  dealt  with  by  the  Superior 
Courts.    It  seems  to  me  to  be  fraught 
with  the  utmost  danger  to  commit  such, 
cases  to  the  tribunal  of  Besident  Magis- 
trates.   There  is  only  one  other  point  I 
would  note,  and  that  is  that  when  the 
Indian  Code  was  under  consideration,  it 
was  decided  by  the  Commissioners  who 
framed  it  that  nothing  should  be  in- 
serted with  regard  to  conspiracies   of 
this  kind,  and  the  Indian  Code  at  this 
moment  does  not  make  it  a  penal  matter 
that  there  should  be  a  combination  of 
tenants  not  to  pay  their  rents.    I  am 
informed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Eork- 
caldy  (Sir  George  Campbell)  that,  not 
long  ago,  a  strike  occurred  in  Bengal, 
and  the  question  then  arose  whether  tlie 
Government  should  not  pass  a  law    to 
penalize  combinations  of  this  kind,    to 
impose  penalties  against  the   persona 
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offending,  and  after  great  consideration 
the  Gh>Ternment  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  would  not  be  right  to  enforce 
contracts  of  the  kind  by  resorting  to 
penal  law,  and  nothing  was  done  in  the 
matter ;  the  two  parties  were  left  to 
fight  it  out,  and  I  am  told  that  they 
were  able  to  settle  the  matter  amicably. 
And,  further,  when  the  Criminal  Law  of 
this  country  was  under  consideration  in 
1878, 1  find  there  was  no  provision  in  the 
Oodethen  proposed  to  Parliament  similar 
to  the  clause  now  before  us ;  combina- 
lions  and  conspiracies  were  not  dealt 
with  by  that  Code  at  all.  The  framers 
of  that  Code  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  was  not  wise  or  right  to  enforce  civil 
contracts  by  penal  laws  of  this  kind. 
Ilie  fact  is  that  this  branch  of  the 
law — Judge-made  law — has  never  come 
under  the  review  of  Parliament  at  all. 
When  it  has  come  before  Parliament,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  Labour  Laws,  it  has 
been  condemned.  I  have  now  only  to 
conclude  by  saying  that,  in  my  opinion, 
toy  attempt  to  enforce  civil  contract  by 
penal  law,  as  in  the  Law  of  Conspiracy, 
and  which  is  proposed  to  be  enforced  by 
&e  clause  before  us,  is  unwise  and  un- 
just in  the  highest  degree,  and  I  believe 
that  the  full  right  of  combination  is 
equally  as  important  to  the  small  ten- 
ants of  Irelana  as  to  any  other  class  of 
people  in  this  country. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
17,  to  leave  out  sub-section  (1). — {Mr, 
Skanf  Ze/evre.) 

Question  proposed,  ^*  That  the  words 
'any  pe^^on  who  shall'  stand  part  of 
the  a^n•^7." 

The  ATTOENEY  GENEEAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in 
commencing  his  observations,  said  this 
question  had  been  substantially  dis- 
cussed very  fully  last  night,  and  he  went 
on  to  say  that  he  would,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, endeavour  to  avoid  reiterating  the 
arguments  used  on  that  occasion ;  but 
he  did  not  carry  out  that  intention.  I 
have  not  heard  any  new  argument  or 
mny  new  statement  in  the  whole  of  his 
^>eech,  although  I  followed  as  closely 
MB  I  could  all  his  arguments.  I  do  not 
intend  to  follow  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  all  he  has  said,  and  I  would  not 
have  intervened  in  the  debate  but  for 
the  ciicunistance  that  he  appealed  to  me 
ttod  refaiTed  to  another  appeal  made  to 

TOL.  CXXX8T.  [third  sbbies.] 


me  yesterday  evening.  I  may  at  once 
explain  that  my  view  agrees  with  that 
of  the  Attorney  General  for  England ; 
we  discussed  the  matter  together,  and 
my  view  of  the  law  agreed  with  his.  If 
I  was  asked  for  any  further  statement 
of  what  the  Law  of  Conspiracy  is,  I  would 
quote  a  passage  from  the  speech  de- 
livered by  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
last  night.  Li  my  opinion,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  under  a  misappre- 
hension if  he  thinks  there  is  any  differ- 
ence between  the  law  of  Ireland  and 
that  of  England  on  this  point.  I  can 
assure  him,  from  my  knowledge  of  the 
matter,  that  the  law  is  the  same  both  in 
Ireland  and  England.  It  may  be  pos- 
sible, in  the  course  of  a  long  Charge  de- 
livered by  Lord  Fitzgerald  in  the  case 
of  Pamell,  to  quote  a  sentence  here  and 
there  which  might  support  some  other 
proposition;  but  the  real  point  in  the 
charge  was  that  the  circumstances 
proved  in  the  case  supported  the  indict- 
ment, and  that  will  be  plainly  seen  if  you 
look  at  the  nature  of  the  case.  It  was 
the  case  of  a  criminal  conspiracy,  and  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  looks  into  the 
evidence  he  will  see  the  conspiracy  was, 
by  a  combination  of  persons  by  fraud 
and  illegal  means,  a  condition  of  things 
which  we  wish  to  touch  by  this  clause. 
As  I  have  stated,  I  entirely  concur  in 
what  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  has  said,  and,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  there  is  no  difference  between 
the  law  in  England  and  Ireland  upon 
this  point.  We  wish  for  a  speedy 
remedy  when  the  combination  is  cri- 
minal ;  and,  therefore,  the  Government 
ask  the  Committee  to  pass  this  clause. 
One  argument  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman brought  forward  was  that  this 
particular  clause  was  a  novel  one.  It 
is  not  a  novelty  in  law,  but  we  introduce 
a  new  procedure,  because  we  believe  the 
circumstances  of  the  time  require  that 
there  should  be  a  new  procedure,  which  is 
a  very  different  thing.  As  we  have  had 
such  a  long  discussion  upon  this  ques- 
tion, not  only  last  night,  but  on  previous 
occasions,  the  Committee  will  excuse  me 
from  saying  more  than  to  reiterate  again 
that  I  entirely  agree  with  what  has  been 
said  from  this  Bench,  and  that,  so  far 
as  we  are  concerned,  we  consider  that 
the  matter  has  been  fully  discussed. 

Mr.  ATHEELEY- JONES  (Durham, 
N.W.) :  I  do  not  intend  to  follow  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland   through 
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this  matter,  but  I  wish  to  approacli,  for 
a  moment  or  so,  the   consideration  of 
what  is  really  proposed  by  this  clause — 
namely,  for  the  first  time  legislating  for 
the  people  of  Ireland  in  regard  to  com- 
binations.   Now,  Sir,  my  contention  is 
this — that  this  is  an  extremely  dangerous 
power  to  leave  in  the  hands  of  magis- 
trates.   It  is  a  power  which  has  hitherto 
been  reserved  ny  the  law  of  this  coun- 
try, and  by  the  law  of  Ireland,  for  the 
cognizance  of  the  Superior  Courts.  What 
is  conspiracy  ?    I  must  confess,  in  the 
first  place,  I  am   entirely  at  a  loss  to 
understand  what  the    meaning  of  the 
words  are  *'  any  criminal  conspiracy ;  " 
and  I  respectfully  invite  the  Attorney 
General   for  England   to    define,  as  I 
think    it  is  his  duty  to  do,  what  the 
meaning  of  those  words  ''criminal  con- 
spiracy" may  be — that  is  to  say,  what 
is  the  meaning  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
them  effect  in  this  clause  ?   I  understand 
the  Law  of  Conspiracy  to  be  that  it  is  the 
endeavour  to  compass  any  illegal  object 
by  what  may  be  perfectly  legal  means, 
or  to  compass   some   legal   object  by 
illegal  means;  and  what  those   illeg^ 
means  maybe,  and  what  the  object  may 
be,  has  hitherto  been,  and  still  is  by  the 
law  of  this  country,  a  matter  entirely  for 
the  arbitrament  of  the  learned  Judge 
before    whom  it    is    taken.     [^Criee  of 
"Divide!""]     I  really  think  this  is  a 
matter  of  too  much  importance   to  be 
dismissed  in  such  a  cavalier  manner.    I 
am  not  trespassing  upon  the  Committee 
unduly;  and,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy, 
I  think  I  may  ask   the  Committee  to 
listen  to  what  I  have  to  say.    I  wish 
to  point  out,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  that 
this    clause    really  proposes  to    enact 
something  that  is  entirely  foreign  to  the 
law  of  England.     It  proposes  that — 

"Any  person   who  shall  take  part  in  any 
criminal    — 

combination,  because  ''criminal  conspi- 
racy "  is  meaningless — 

"conspiracy  to  compel  or  induoe  any  person 
or  persons  either  not  to  falfil  his  or  their 
legal  obligations,  or  not  to  let,  hire,  use,  or 
occupy  any  land." 

Now,  I  say  it  would  be  absolutely  im- 
possible— and  I  challenge  the  Attorney 
General  for  England  on  this  point — to 
invent  any  indictment  in  which  it  would 
be  possible  for  any  verdict  of  guilty  to 
be  found  whereby  a  person  was  charged 
for  the  purpose  of  combination  with  an- 
other for  the  purpose  of  letting  landi 

2/r.  AiherUy^Jonen 


unless,  indeed,   it  could   be   shown — 
[^Criee  ©/"Divide!"]    I  do  not  wish 
to  speak  for  the  purpose  of  throwing 
the  discussion  over  to- day,  although, 
under  any  circumstances,  it  would  be 
so,  as  it  is  too  important  a  matter  to  be 
disposed   of  now,  but  what  I  wish  to 
point  out  is  that   hitherto  the  whole 
force  of  the  law  of  the  country,  as  it 
has  been  interpreted  by  the  Judges,  has 
been  to  limit  the  Law  of  Conspiracy,  and 
there  is  no  case  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  recorded  decisions  in  our  Law 
Courts  where  any  persons  have    been 
found  guiltyof  such  a  conspiracy  as  that 
which  is  proposed  under  this  section. 
Very  much  was  said  upon  this  subject 
in  the  debate  which  took  place  on  the 
Trades  Union  Act  of  1875,  and  in  1875 
the  late  Mr.  Forster,  in  supporting  that 
Act,  pointed  out  how  extremely  unde- 
sirable it  was  to  have  any  legislation  by 
which  a  person  could  be  punished  for 
combining  for  the  protection  of  his  own 
trade  interests,   and  pointed  out,  with 
regard  to  combinations,  that  where  it 
was  in  order  to  obtain  an  increase  of 
their  wages  they  were  perfectly  legiti- 
mate combinations  to  enter  into,  and 
that  it  would  be  highly  improper  for 
the  Legislature  to  interfere.    I  wish  to 
put  it  precisely  on  the  same  grounds 
whether  this  is  not  in  an  identical  posi- 
tion, that  it  would  be  equally  within  their 
rights,  in  the  view  of  Mr.  Forster,  that 
persons  should  combine  for  the  purpose 
of  reducing  their  rents  ?    There  was  a 
case  reported    many  years  ago  where 
two  men  were  prosecuted  for  a  conspi* 
racy  in  favour  of  exclusive  dealing.  In 
that  case  the  men  were  tried  and  con- 
victed.   That  is  a  subject  with  which 
this  clause  deals.    In  a  later  case  Lord 
Ellenborough  pointed  out  that  that  case 
could  not,  as  it  ought  not,  have  been 
decided  upon  that  ground,  but  it  was 
decided  entirely  upon  the  ground  of  the 
action  against  the  trade,  and,  therefore, 
against  combinations.     [Cries  of  ** Di- 
vide !  "]    I  will  stop  before  the  quarter 
to  6  o'clock  is  reached,  if  that  is  what 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  are  anxious 
about.      This    clause    constitutes    not 
merely  a  criminal   offence  which   has 
hitherto  been   known  to  the  law,  but 
it   provides    a   particular    measure — a 
particular  means — by  which    this  cri- 
minal offence  should  be  dealt  with ;   it 
Erovides  that  it  should  be  dealt  with 
y  two  magistrates,  and  I  submit  that 
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IB  a  tribunal  absolutely  unfitted  for 
dealing  with  the  delicate  question  of 
deciding  whether  or  no  some  proceed- 
ing— it  may  be  innocent  or  otherwise — 
is,  in  the  eyes  of  these  particular  magis- 
tiateSy  a  conspiracy.  That  should  be 
left  to  the  Constitutional  authority  of 
this  coimtry,  and  I  venture  to  say  it  is 
inexpedient  and  unconstitutional  to  pro- 
ride  such  a  course  of  procedure. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
8URY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand. 
Westminster):  I  claim  to  move,  "That 
the  Question  be  now  put." 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  Last  night  I 
pointed  out  that  the  discussion  of  the 
Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Derby  was  rather 
anticipating  the  discussion  which  would 
come  on  under  this  particular  clause, 
and  eould  only  be  permitted  on  the 
understanding  that  it  would  have  some 
effect  on  the  discussion  upon  this  clause. 
Having  regard  to  this  fact,  and  the  cir- 
comstance  that  the  characteristics  of  the 
combinations  to  be  dealt  with  will  be 
discussed  upon  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  member  for  Hackney 
(Sir  Charles  Russell),  I  think  it  right 
to  put  the  Question.  The  Question  is, 
*'  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put  accordingly. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  230  ; 
Noes  143  :  Majority  87. 

AYES. 


Addisoo,  J.  E.  W. 

Albopp,  hon.  G. 

Alltopp,  hon.  P. 

Amhent,  AV.  A.  x. 

Anitrother,  H.  T. 

Aihmead-Bartlett,  E. 

Atkinton,  H.  J. 

Baden-PoweU,  G.  S. 

Btgpdlay.E. 

BaUer,  Sir  J.  B. 

Btird,  J.  G.  A. 

Balfour,  rt.  hon.  A.  J. 

Bum,  Hajor  G.  K 
BttcUy,  J.  W. 
Btzing,  Viicount 
Biiitelot,  Sir  W.  B. 
B«ai,H. 
B^tet,SirE. 
B«aiiuuin,!A.  A. 
Beadi,  W.  W.  B. 
Beckett,  E.  W. 
Becttre*  Earl  of 
Beoj^nck,  rt.  hn.  G.  C. 
Bentinek,  W.  G.  C. 
Bethell,  CommsnderG. 

B. 
Rddnlpliy  M. 
Bi^wood^J. 


Birkbeok,  Sir  E. 
Blondell,  CoL  H.  B.  H. 
Boord,  T.  W. 
Borthwiok,  Sir  A. 
Bridg^man,  Col.  hon. 

F.  0. 
Brifltowo,  T.  L. 
Brodrick,  hon.  W.  St. 

J.F. 
Brooks,  Sir  W.  0. 
Bruce,  Lord  H . 
Burghley,  Lord 
Gampbeii,  J.  A. 
Campbell,  R.  F.  P. 
Clarke,  Sir  E.  G. 
Cochrane-BaiUie,  hon. 

C.  W.  A.  N, 
CoghiU,  D.  H. 
Colomb,  Capt.  J.  C.  R. 
Compton,  F 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R. 
Corbett,  J. 
Oorry,  Sir  J.  P. 
Cotton,  Capt  E.  T.  D. 
Cross,  H. ». 
Cubitt,  right  hon.  G. 
Corzon,  hon.  G.  N. 
Davenport,  H.  T. 


De  Cobain,  E.  S.  W. 
De  Lisle,  E.  J.  L.  M.  P. 
De  Worms.  Baron  H. 
Dimsdale,  Baron  R. 
Dixon,  G. 

Dorington.  Sir  J.  E. 
Dugdale,  J.  S. 
Duncan,  Colonel  F, 
Dyke,  right  hon.   Sir 

W.  H. 
Eaton,  H.  W. 
Ebrington,  Viscount 
Edwards-Moss,  T.  0. 
Egerton,  hon.  A.  J.  F. 
EUiot.  Sir  G. 
ElUot,  G.  W. 
Ellis.  Sir  J.  W. 
Elton,  C.  I, 
Evelvn,  W.  J. 
Ewart,  W. 
Ewing,  Sir  A.  0. 
Feilden,    Lieut. -Gen. 

R.  J. 
Fellowes,  W.  H. 
Fergusson,  right  hon. 

Sir  J. 
Finch,  G.  H. 
Finlay,  R.  B. 
Fisher,  W.  H. 
Fitzgerald,  R.  U.  P. 
Fitzwilliam,  hon.  "W. 

J.  W. 
Fitz-Wygram,  General 

Sir  F.  W. 
Fletcher.  Sir  H. 
Forwood,  A.  B. 
Fowler,  Sir  R.  N. 
Eraser,  General  C.  C. 
Fulton,  J.  F. 
Gathome-Hardy,  hon. 

A.  E. 
Gkithorne-Hardy,  hon. 

J.S. 
Gedge,  S. 
Gent-Davis,  R. 
Gibson,  J.  G. 
Gilliat,  J.  S. 
Goldsmid,  Sir  J. 
Groldsworthy,    Major- 

General  W.  T. 
Gorst,  Sir  J.  E. 
Goschen,  rt.  hon.  G.  J. 
Gray,  C.  W. 
Green,  Sir  E. 
Grenall,  Sir  G. 
Greene,  E. 
Grove,  Sir  T.  P. 
Gurdon,  R.  T. 
Hall,  A.  W. 
Hall,  C. 
Halsev,  T.  F. 
Hamilton,   right  hon. 

Lord  G.  F. 
Hamley,  Gen.  Sir  E.  B. 
Hankey,  F.  A. 
Hardcastle,  F. 
Hartington,  Marq.  of 
Heathcote.  Capt.  J.  H. 

Edwards- 
Heaton,  J.  H. 
Heneage,  right  hon.  E. 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Hervey,  Lord  F. 

B  2 


HiU,  Colonel  E.  S. 
Hill,  A.  S. 
Hoare,  S. 
Holland,   rt.  hon.  Sir 

H.  T. 
Holmes,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Hornby,  W.  H. 
Houldsworth,  W.  H. 
Howard,  J. 
Howard,  J.  M. 
Hozier,  J.  H,  C. 
Hubbard,  E. 
Hughes,  Colonel  E. 
Hunt,  F.  S. 
Hunter,  Sir  G. 
Isaacson,  F.  W. 
Jackson,  W.  L. 
Johnston,  W. 
Kelly,  J.  R. 
Kennaway,  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyon,  hon.  G.  T. 
Ker,  R.  W.  B. 
Kerans,  F.  H. 
Kimber.  H. 
King,  H.  S. 
King  -  Harman,    right 

hon.  Colonel  £.  R. 
Knowles,  L, 
Lafone,  A. 
Lambert.  C. 
Laurie,  Colonel  R.  P. 
Lawrance,  J.  C. 
Lea,T. 

Lechmere,  Sir  E.  A.  H. 
Legh,  T.  W. 
Leighton,  S. 
Lewis,  Sir  C.  E. 
Llewellyn,  E.  H. 
Long,  W.  H. 
Lowther,  hon.  W. 
Macartney,  W.  G.  E. 
Macdonald,  rt.  hon.  J. 

H.  A. 
Mackintosh,  C.  F. 
Maclean,  F,  W. 
Maclure,  J.  W. 
M*Calmont,  Captain  J. 
Makins,  Colonel  W.  T. 
Malcolm,  Col.  J.  "W. 
Mallock.  R. 
March,  Earl  of 
Marriott,     right  hon. 

W.T. 
Maskelyne,  M.  H.  N. 

Story- 
Matthews,  rt.  hon.  H. 
MaxweU,  Sir  H.  E. 
Milvttin,  T. 
More,  R.  J. 
Morrison,  W. 
Mount,  W.  G. 
Mowbray,  rt.  hon.  Sir 

J.  R« 
Mowbray,  R.  G.  C. 
MulhoUand,  H.  L. 
Newark,  Viscount 
I^  orris,  E.  S. 
Northcote,  hon.  H.  S. 
Norton.  R. 
O'Neill,  hon.  R.  T. 
Paget,  Sir  R.  H. 
Parker,  hon.  F- 
Pearce,  W. 
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Plunket,    right    hon.    Stanley,  E.  J. 


D.  R. 
Plunkett,  hon.  J.  W. 
Powell,  F.  8. 
HaikeB,  rt.  hon.  H.  C. 
Rankin,  J. 
Kiphardson,  T. 
Ridlev,  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  rt.  hon.  C.  T. 
Robertson,  J.  P.  B. 
Ross,  A.  H. 
St.  Aobyn,  Sir  J. 
Salt,  T. 


Stewart,  M.  J* 
Sykea,  C. 
Talbot,  J.  G. 
Temple,  Sir  R. 
Thorburn,  W. 
Tomlinson,  W.  E.  M. 
Townsend,  F. 
Tyler,  Sir  H.  W. 
Verdin,  R. 
Watkin,  Sir  E.  "W. 
Watson,  J. 
Webster,  Sir  R.  E. 


Sandys,  Lieut-Col.  T.  Webster,  R.  G. 

M.  West,  Colonel  W.  C. 

Saunderson,  Ck>l.  E.  J.  Wharton,  J.  L. 

Sclater  -  Booth,   right  White,  J.  B. 

hon.  G.  Whitley,  E. 

Selwin  -  Ibbetson,  rt.  Wood,  N. 


hon.  Sir  H.  J. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W. 
Sidebottom,  T.  H. 
Sidebottom,  W. 
Sinclair,  W.  P. 
Smith,  rt.  hon.  W.  H, 
Smith,  A. 
Stanhope,  rt.  hon.  E. 


Wortley,  0.  B.  Stuart- 
Wright,  H.  S. 
Wroughton,  P. 
Terburgh,  R.  A. 
Young,  0.  E.  B. 

TELLERS. 

Douglas,  A.  Akers- 
Walrond,  Col.  W.H. 


NOES. 
Abraham,  W.  (Glam.)    Flynn,  J.  C. 


Acland,  C.  T.  D, 
Anderson,  C.  H. 
Asher,  A. 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Austin,  J. 
Balfour,  Sir  G. 
Barbour,  W.  B. 
Barran,  J. 
Biggar,  J.  G. 
Blake,  J.  A. 
Blake,  T. 
Blane,  A. 
Bolton,  J.  0. 
Broadhurst,  H. 
Buchanan,  T.  R. 
Byrne,  G.  M. 
Cameron,  C. 
Campbell,  Sir  G. 
Campbell,  H. 
Campbell-Bannerman, 

right  hon.  H. 
Carew,  J.  L. 
Chance,  P.  A. 
Channing,  F.  A. 


Fox,  Dr.  J.  F. 
Fuller,  G.  P. 
Gilhooly,  J 
Gill,  H.  J. 
GiU,  T.  P. 
Gourley,  E.  T. 
Gray,  E.  D. 
Gully,  W.  C. 
Harrington,  E. 
Hayden,  L.  P. 
fiayne,  C.  Seale- 
Healy,  M. 
Healy,  T.  M. 
Holden,  I. 
Hooper,  J. 
Howell,  G. 
Jacoby,  J.  A. 
James,  hon.  W.  H. 
James,  C.  H. 
Jordan,  J. 
Kennedy,  E.  J. 
Kenny,  C.  S. 
Kenny,  J.  E. 
Kenny,  M.  J. 


Robertson,  E. 
Roe,  T. 
Russell,  E.  R. 
Sexton,  T. 
Shaw,  T. 
Sheehan,  J.  D. 
Sheehy,  D. 
Sheil,  £. 
Smith,  S. 
Stack.  J. 

Stansfeld,  rt.  hon.  J. 
Stevenson,  J.  C. 
Stuart,  J. 
Sullivan,  D. 
Tanner,  C.  K. 
Tuite,  J. 

Vivian,  Sir  H.  H. 
Wallace,  R. 
Wayman,  T. 
Whitbreaid,  S. 
Will,  J.  S. 
Williamson,  J. 
Williamson,  S. 
Wilson,  I. 

Winterbotham,  A.  B. 
Woodall,  W. 
Woodhead,  J. 
Wright,  0. 

TELLERS. 

Lefevre,  rt  hn.G.  J.  S. 
Morley,  A. 


Childers,  rt.  hon.  H.    Kilcoursie,  right  hon. 


C.  E. 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 
Cohen,  A. 
Connolly,  L. 
Conway,  M. 
Cossham,*H. 
Crawford,  W. 
CriUy.  D. 
Crossley,  E. 
Davies,  W. 
Dillon,  J. 
DiUwyn,  L.  L. 
Dodds,  J. 
Ellis,  T.  E. 
Esslemont,  P. 
Farquharson,  Dr.  R. 
Finucane,  J. 


Viscount 
Lacaita,  C.  C. 
Lalor,  R. 
Lawson,  Sir  W. 
Leahy,  J. 
Lyell,  L. 

Macdonald,  W.  A. 
M< Arthur,  A. 
M*Cartan,  M. 
McCarthy,  J. 
McDonald,  P. 
M'Donald,  Dr.fR. 
M*Ewan,  W. 
M'Kenna,  Sir  J.  N. 
M'Lagan,  P. 
M*Laren,  W.  S.  B. 
MaiUand^  W.  F. 
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Marum,  E.  M* 
Mason,  S. 
MoUoy,  B.  0. 
Morgan,  O.  V. 
Morley,  rt.  hon.  J. 
Murphy,  W.  M. 
Nolan,  Colonel  J.  P. 
Nolan,  J. 
O'Brien,  J.  F.  X. 
O'Brien,  P. 
O'Brien,  P.  J. 
O'Connor,  A. 
O'Connor,  J.  (Kerry) 
O'Connor,  T.  P. 
O'Doherty,  J.  E. 
O'Hanlon,  T. 
O'Hea,  P. 
•  O'Kelly,  J. 
Paulton,  J.  M. 
Pease,  Sir  J.  W. 
Pickard,  B. 
Piokersgill,  E.  H. 
Playfair,    right    hon. 

Sir  L. 
Plowden,  Sir  W.  C. 
Potter.  T.  B. 
Powell,  W.  R.  H. 
Power,  P.  J. 
Priestley,  B. 
Pyne,  J.  D. 
Rendel,  S. 
Roberts,  J. 
Roberts,  J.  B. 

The  OHAIEMAN:  Since  the  last 
Division  a  quarter  to  6  o'clock  has  been 
reached;  and  the  Question  is  that  the 
words  ''any  person  who  shall"  stand 
part  of  the  clause.  The  construction  of 
the  Standing  Orders  is  not  without  diffi- 
culty ;  but,  on  the  best  consideration  I 
can  give  them,  I  am  of  opinion  the 
Question  must  now  be  put. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool. 
Scotland),  (seated,  and  with  his  hat  on) 
said:  On  a  point  of  Order  I  wish  to 
draw  your  attention  to  the  words  of  the 
Standing  Order,  No.  4 — 

**  At  a  quarter  before  Six  o* clock  on  Wednes- 
day the  debate  on  any  Business  then  under  dis- 
cussion shall  stand  adjourned  to  the  next  day 
on  which  the  House  shall  sit ;  after  which  no 
Opposed  Business  shall  be  proceeded  with.*' 

Now,  I  would  respectfully  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  the  Division 
which  you  are  now  about  to  put  is  a 
Division  put  in  spite  of  the  protest  of 
143  Members  of  the  House;  and,  there- 
fore, Mr.  Oourtney,  I  respectfully  submit 
that  comes  under  the  head  of  Opposed 
Business. 

The  OHAIEMAN:  There  is  no  debate 
under  discussion ;  the  debate  is  dosed, 
and  this  is  part  of  the  Business  that  must 
be  completed. 

V  OoLONBL  NOLAN  (G^yj||^N.)^86ated^ 
and  with  •  •  -         - 
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The  chairman  :  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  cannot  speak  unless 
he  has  something  to  add. 

CoLOHBL  NOii^lN :  I  have  something 
to  add.  My  contention  is  that  no  op- 
posed Bills  should  be  taken  after  a 
quarter  to  6  o'clock,  and  that  this  House 
cannot  suspend  the  Standing  Orders  un- 
less we  are  unanimous. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  is  not 
adding  anything  to  the  matter. 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) 
fseated,  and  with  his  hat  on) :  Mr. 
Courtney,  on  a  point  of  Order  I  wish 
to  ask  if  this  Diyision  lasts  over  6 
o'clock,  and  the  House  stands  adjourned 
by  the  Standing  Order  at  6  o'clock,  how 
will  it  be  competent  for  Mr.  Speaker  to 
take  the  Chair  and  adjourn  the  House  ? 

The  chairman  :  We  hare  not 
reached  that  point. 

The  Committee  divided. 

The  Tellers  having  come  to  the  Table, 
to  report  the  numbers  to  the  Chair- 
man— 

Me.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (seated,  with 
his  hat  on  as  before) :  Mr.  Courtney,  are 
you  now  entitled  to  take  the  numbers,  in 
view  of  the  Standing  Orders  No.  1  and 
No.  2  of  the  House  f   The  first  is— 

**  That  the  House  do  meet  every  Wednesday 
at  12  o'clock  at  noon  for  Private  Business,  Peti- 
tions, Orders  of  the  Day,  and  Notices  of  Motion, 
and  do  continue  to  sit  until  6  o'clock,  unless 
previously  adjourned." 

The  second  one  is — 

"  That  when  such  Business  has  been  disposed 
of,  or  at  6  o'clock  precisely,  notwithstanding 
there  may  be  Business  under  discussion,  Mr. 
Speaker  do  adjourn  the  House  without  putting 
any  Question. ' 

Now,  Mr.  Courtney,  I  call  attention  to  the 
fact  thatit  is  seven  minutes  after  6  o'clock, 
and  accordingly.  Sir,  it  is  a  hreach  of 
the  Standing  Orders  of  the  House  that 
any  Business  should  be  taken  now. 

Tbs  CHAIBMAN  :  I  am  informed 
that  upon  many  previous  occasions  Di- 
visions have  begun  before  a  quarter  to 
6  o'clock,  and  have  not  been  reported 
until  after  6  o'clock. 

The  Tellers  then  reported  the  num- 
bers :— Ayes  223  ;  Noes  148 :  Majority 
80.— (Div.  List,  No.  U6.) 

Committee  report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*•  That  the  Committee  do  sit  again  To- 
morrow."—(ifr.  A.  J.  Balfour.) 

Mk.T.  p.  O'CONNOR:  Mr. Speaker, 
I  rise  to  a  point  of  Order,  and  ask  if  it  is 


competent  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  fix  the  Committee  on  this  Bill  at  seven 
minutes  past  6  o'clock,  in  face  of  the 
Standing  Order  that  Business  should 
finish  at  6  o'clock?  I  may  say,  Mr. 
Speaker,  a  point  has  been  raised  which 
I  submit  is  not  the  same.  I  raised  the 
point  when  the  Chairman  of  Committees 
was  in  the  Chair,  that  it  was  not  com- 

getent  to  take  the  Division;  but  the 
on.  Gentleman  ruled  there  were  seve- 
ral precedents  in  favour  of  the  result 
of  the  Division,  which  began  before  a 
quarter  to  6  o'clock,  being  taken  after 
6  o'clock.  I  submit  we  are  now  dealing 
with  an  entirely  different  matter,  which 
is  not  the  result  of  a  Division,  but  the 
fixing  of  a  Committee  of  a  Bill,  and  with 
great  respect  I  state  that  it  would  be  an 
utter  violation,  and  without  precedent, 
of  the  Standing  Orders. 

Mb.  SPEAKER :  In  reply  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  I  have  to  say  the  Business 
of  the  House  has  been  protracted  bevond 
6  o'clock  in  consequence  of  proceedings 
before  a  quarter  to  6  o'clock,  and  the 
proceedings  afterwards  have  been  con- 
sequential upon  that  action.  My  pre- 
sence here,  aifter  6  o'clock,  is  in  conse- 
quence of  that  protracted  Sitting.  At 
the  termination  of  the  day's  proceedings 
it  is  quite  competent  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  move  that  the  Committee 
sit  to-morrow. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Longford,  N.)  : 
If  it  would  be  competent  for  the  House 
to  make  an  Order  now,  after  6  o'clock,  it 
would  on  a  point  of  Order  be  competent 
for  us  to  debate  it. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  No  point  of  Order 
arises  upon  the  Question  put  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman;  therefore  I 
leave  the  Chair. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

And  it  being  after  Six  of  the  clock, 
Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House 
without  Question  put. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Thursday,  I9th  Hay,  1887. 


MINUTES.]-SuppLT— <jo#wid^r<jrf  m  Committu 

Resolutions  [May  16]  reported. 
Privatb  Bill  {by  Order)— Comidered  at  amended 

— Oyer  Darwen  Corporation. 
Public  Bills  —  Committee  —  Criminal  Law 

Amendment  (Ireland)  [217]  [Tenth  Mghf]— 
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R.P. ;  Municipal  CorporatioxiB  Acta  (Ireland) 
Amendment  (No.  2)*  [176]-r.p. 
Re-committed— Committee— Report  — ^>bmX  India 

Stock  Conversion  •  [263]. 
Tbovisional  Oeper  Bills  —  Report  —  Com- 
mons Regulation  (Ewer)  •  [237]  ;  Commons 
Regulation  (Laindon)  •[238]. 

PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 

MIDLAND  GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY 

OF  IRELAND  BILL. 

THIRD  BEADINQ. 

Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
«*  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time."— (ifr.  Dodde.) 

Mb.  cox  (Clare,  E.) :  I  wish  to  ask 
for  the  indulgence  of  the  House  while  I 
call  attention  to  a  matter  of  Privilege  m 
connection  with  this  Bill.     At  any  rate, 
if  it  is  not  actually  a  question  of  Privi- 
lege, it  is,  at  least,  a  matter  which  ought 
to  be  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  as  something  which  may  be  con- 
sidered gross    misconduct.     This  Bill, 
about  a  fortnight   ago,    was   before  a 
Committee  of  this  House,  of  which  the 
hon.   Baronet   the  Member  for    South 
St.  Pancras  (Sir  Julian  Goldsmid)  was 
Chairman.    The  other  Members  of  the 
Committee  were  the  hon.  Member  for 
the    Totnes   Division    of   Devon    (Mr. 
Mildmay),  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Lewes  Division  of  Sussex 
(Sir    Henry    Fletcher),  and    my    hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Dublin.    The 
Bill  was  promoted  by  the  Midland  Great 
Western  Railway  Company  of  Ireland, 
and  among  the  opponents  of  it    were 
the  Waterford  and  Limerick  Railway 
Company,    of    which   Mr.    Spaight    is 
Chairman.   At  a  meeting  of  the  Limerick 
Harbour  Board,  of  which  Mr.  Spaight  is 
also  Chairman,  he  is  reported  to  have 
made  some  observations  attacking  the 
conduct  of  the  Chairman  of  the  (Com- 
mittee and  the  Committee  itself,  which  I 
wish  to  bring  under  your  notice,  Sir,  and 
that  of  the  House,  because  I  believe 
thatthe  remarksmade  by  Mr.  Spaight,  as 
Chairman  of  a  meeting  of  shareholders, 
really  amount  to  a  Breach  of  the  Privileges 
of  this  House.  The  remarks  Mr.  Spaight 
is  reported  to  have  made  were  to  the 
following  effect : — 

'<  Mr.  Grierson,  the  Manager  of  the  Great 
Western  Railway,  gave  important  evidence, 
"but  he  was  not  listened  to.  The  Chairman  (Sir 
Julian  Goldsmid)  absolutely  turned  aside,  put 
his  arms  over  the  back  of  his  chair,  and  affected 
to  go  to  sleep.  From  the  verj-  commencement  of 


the  inquiry  the  Chairman  seemed  to  have 
made  up  his  mind  on  the  question.  He  knew 
from  the  start  that  they  had  no  chance,  owing 
to  the  apparent  bias  of  the  C)hairman.*' 

The  following  statement  is  contained  in 
a  letter  which  has  been  published : — 

«<We  complain  that  the  Chairman  of  the 
CJommittee  held  and  expressed  such  a  strong 
feeling  in  favour  of  the  promoters  and  against 
the  petitioners,  from  the  opening  of  the  case, 
that  everyone  who  listened  to  the  proceedings 
was  quite  satisfied  from  the  first  day  what 
the  decision  would  be.  Our  opponents  will, 
I  think,  admit  that  such  was  the  general  im- 
pression.*' 

Me. SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Member  is  not  entitled,  in  discuss- 
ing a  Private  Bill  of  this  character,  to 
bring  forward  a  matter  of  Privilege.  A 
question  of  Privilege  must  be  raised 
separately  after  this  Bill  has  been 
disposed  of,  and  not  at  the  time  of 
Private  Business.  I  would  ask,  how- 
ever, when  the  statements  were  made 
or  published  ? 

Me.  cox  :  The  speech  was  delivered 
on  Monday,  and  the  letter  was  published 
on  the  9th  of  May.  It  was  only  last 
night  that  the  paragraph  in  the  news- 
paper article  was  brought  under  my 
notice,  and  therefore  I  have  had  no 
opportunity  of  consulting  with  you,  Sir, 
as  to  the  proper  course  of  action  to  be 
taken.  When  the  Order  for  the  Third 
Reading  of  the  Bill  was  read,  I  thought 
that  would  be  the  proper  time  for  bring- 
ing the  conduct  of  this  gentleman  under 
the  notice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  speaker  :  I  should  have  been 
happy,  if  I  had  not  been  otherwise  en- 
gaged at  the  moment,  to  give  the  hon. 
Member  any  advice  on  the  subject. 
Perhaps  the  hon.  Member  will  consult 
me  after  the  Bill  has  been  disposed  of. 
The  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  relate 
to  a  question  olF  Privilege,  and  have  no 
connection  with  the  Question  before  tbe 
House,  which  is  the  Third  Reading  of 
this  Bill ;  nor  do  they  affect  the  passing 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  cox  :  No,  Sir ;  they  do  not  affect 
the  passing  of  the  Bill.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  am  anxious  that  the  Bill  should 

pass. 

Mr.  CHANCE  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  Ibe^ 
to  move  that  the  debate  be  adjoumed 
until  to-morrow.  Hon.  Members  will 
then  be  able  to  have  the  Bill  before 
them,  and  the  question  can  be  properly 
discussed.  I  think  that  would  be  the 
most  convenient  courae^tg Jbftko. 

Mr.  SPl 
I  have  state* 
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debate  a  qnestioa  of  Privilege  upon  a 
Private  Bill.  Nor  ie  it  neceasary  to 
move  the  adjoummeat  of  the  debate, 
because,  ii  the  boo.  Member  objects  to 
the  Bill,  the  matter  must,  in  accordance 
with  the  Standing  Orders,  stand  over. 

Mb.  chance  :  Then  I  do  object. 

Mh.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid)  : 
And  I  also. 

Ma.  DODDS  (Stockton) :  Then  the 
Motion   must    stand     over    until     to- 


Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time   To' 
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COnSEDEBATIOIT. 

Order  for  Consideration  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill,  as  amended,  be  now 
oonaidered." — {Mr.  Doidi.) 

MB.HOWELL(BethnalGreeii,N.E.): 
1  beg  to  move  the  omission  of  Clause 
1 12,  and,  in  doing  so,  I  desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  matter  which 
bas  been  placed  before  us  in  the  Iteport 
ofthe  Committee  which  sat  upon  this  Bill. 
The  Billorieinaily  gave  power  to  theCor- 
poration  of  Darwen  to  establish  sanitary 
regulations  in  excess  of  the  provisions  of 
the  genera]  law.  In  1685  a  Special  Com- 
mittee of  this  House  was  appointed  to 
consider  the  Police  and  Sanitary  Begu- 
lations  contained  in  certain  Private  Bills 
which  had  been  introduced  into  this 
Hoiue;  and  the  decision  which  that  Com- 
mittee orriTed  at  was  that,  unless  strong 
reasons  could  be  assigned,  do  deviation 
should  be  allowed  from  the  provisions  of 
the  ordinary  law  of  the  land.  In  regard 
to  the  present  Bill,  the  Local  Govera- 
ment  Board  have  reported  very  strongly 
on  some  of  the  provisions  contained  in 
it,  and  asked  that  they  should  be 
amended.  I  believe  that  they  have  been 
amended  accordingly,  and,  therefore,  I 
do  not  propose  to  press  the  Motion  which 
stood  m  my  name  originally — namely, 
that  the  Bill  be  re-committed  to  the 
former  Committee  with  respect  to  Clauses 
96  to  131,  inclusive,  which  the  former 
Comioittee  have  reported  as  containing 
PoUce  and  Sanitary  Hegulations  in  ex- 
oeas  of  the  provisions  of  the  general  law ; 
but  I  ask  the  permission  of  the  House 
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Mk.  HOWELL :  Then  I  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  the  Motion  for  the  re-com- 
mittal of  the  Bill,  and  to  move  the  omis- 
of  Clause  112.  Perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  explain  that  this  clause  is 
directed  against  processions  of  the  Sal- 
vation Army. 

Ma.  BEADLAtIGH  (Northampton) : 
I  believe  that  the  promoters  have  agreed 
to  omit  the  clause  to  which  my  hon. 
Friend  objects. 

Me.  HOWELL :  I  will  only  say  that 
the  powers  contained  in  this  clause  are 
of  a  very  exceptional  nature;  and,  al- 
though they  are  intended  to  prohibit 
Sunday  processions,  and  are  specially 
directed  in  this  case,  I  am  told,  against 
the  Salvation  Army,  they  may  have  a 
much  wider  application.  I  think  it  is  a 
most  undesirable  thing  that  processions 
should  take  place  on  Sunday,  and  I  am 
not  in  favour  of  them  myself;  but  I 
think  that  if  it  is  considered  desirable 
by  this  House  to  put  a  stop  to  meetings 
and  processions  on  Sunday  it  should  be 
dqne  by  a  Public  Bill,  and  not  by  a 
clause  inserted  in  a  Private  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  Clause  U2  (Processions  on  Sun- 
days) bo  left  out." — {Mr.  Hoteell.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  Clauaa 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Ms.  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan):  1  hope 
I  may  be  allowed  to  aav  a  few  words  in 
regard  to  this  Bill,  and  I  promise  that 
they  shall  be  confined  witbin  the  nar- 
rowest compass.  I  only  wish  to  say,  on 
behalf  of  the  promoters,  that  they  have 
no  objection  to  withdraw  this  clause.  I 
should  not  have  said  a  word  if  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Worcester, 
who  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
which  inquired  into  the  Bill,  and  upon 
which  I  had  the  honour  to  serve,  had 
been  prenent.  This  clause  was  carefully 
considered  by  the  Committee,  and  we 
followed  the  precedent  which  has  been 
set  by  former  Committees  of  reporting 
to  the  House  that  the  Bill  contained 
clauses  in  contravention  of  the  general 
provisions  of  the  law,  and  in  inserting 
in  the  Bill  the  clause  to  which  exception 
is  now  taken.  The  House  has  itself 
created  a  precedent  by  sanctianing  the 
same  clause  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Oommittoe  in  former  years.  I  feel 
it  right  to  say,  however,  both  on  the  part 
"  mmittee  and  on  the  part  of  the 
8,  that  there  is  no  objection  to 
drawal  of  this  clause  on  this 
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Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Original  Question  put  and  agreed  to. 
Bill,  as  amended,  eoneidered. 
Amendment  made. 
Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

Q  UE8TI0NS. 

INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  (IRELAND) 
ACT,  SECTION  8— FINE  ON  AN  HOTEL 
KEEPER  FOR  EXHIBITING  A  POLI- 
TICAL BANNER. 

Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottingham,  Eush- 
cliffe)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether 
Mr.  Murphy,  landlord  of  the  Crown 
Hotel,  Castleisland,  County  Kerry,  was 
recently  fined  £2,  in  consequence  of  there 
having  been,  on  the  24th  April,  on  the 
balcony  of  his  hotel  a  piece  of  calico  with 
the  words  '*  God  save  Ireland  "  thereon ; 
whether  such  prosecution  was  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  Irish  Government;  whe- 
ther such  prosecution  was  made  in  virtue 
of  s.  8  of  c.  38,  6  &  7  Will  IV.,  which 
enacts  {inter  alia)  that  on  no  occasion  or 
pretence  shall  any  flag,  symbol,  colour, 
or  decoration  be  hung  out  of  licensed 
premises,  except  the  accustomed  sign; 
and,  whether  this  law  has  been,  or  is  to 
be,  universally  enforced  throughout  Ire- 
land? 

The  PAELIAMENTAEY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  King-Habman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied)  said : 
This  publican  appears  to  have  been  fined 
as  stated.  He  had  positively  refused  to 
remove  the  banner  when  directed  to  do 
so,  and'  said  that  he  would  take  the  con- 
sequences. The  prosecution  was  at  the 
instance  of  the  police,  and  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Statute  quoted.  This 
law  has  been  enforced,  and  no  doubt 
will  continue  to  be  so  wherever  and 
whenever  the  preservation  of  the  peace 
demands  it. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND)— VIOLENT  CON- 
DUCT OF  AN  "EMERGENCY  MAN" 
AT  MINKSTON,  CO.  CORK. 

Mr.  hooper  (Cork,  8.E.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether,  at  a 
recent  eviction  of  a  tenant  named 
Barrett  at  Shanbally,  near  Minkston, 
County  Cork,  an  Emergency  man  named 
Denis  Lynch  presented  a  revolver  at  a 
number  of  women  in  Barrett's  house 
though  no  resistance  was  being  offered 


whether  reports  have  reached  him  that 
Lynch  was  under  the  influence  of  drink; 
whether  any  Report  has  been  receiyed 
on  the  subject  from  the  Constabulary; 
and,  whether  the  authorities  will  order 
an  inquiry  into  the  case  ? 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  KiNa-HAKMAK) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said:  It  appears  that  Barrett  was  put 
out  of  a  house  in  which  he  had  acted  as 
caretaker ;  and  while  the  furniture  was 
being  removed,  his  daughter,  a  young 
girl,  ran  out  and  stated  that  Lynch  had 
presented  a  revolver  at  her.  The  police 
who  were  on  duty  on  the  spot  inquired 
into  the  case,  and  could  find  no  grounds 
for  the  allegation.  They  also  state  that 
Lynch  was  not  under  the  influence  of 
liquor,  and  the  authorities  see  no  ground 
for  ordering  any  further  inquiry. 

Mr.  HOOPER :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.and  gallant  Gentleman,  if  these  alle- 
gations in  my  Question  are  substantiated 
on  an  affidavit,  will  he  take  any  farther 
action  in  the  matter  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  :  I  did 
not  gather  the  allegations  were  founded 
on  an  affidavit.  If  they  are,  of  course  I 
will  make  inquiries. 

NATIONAL   BOARD    OF   EDUCATION 
(IRELAND;— THE  VACANT  SEAT. 

Me.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.J 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of   Ireland,   Whether    any 
steps  have  been  taken  to  fill  up  the 
vacancy  at  the  National  Board  of  Edu- 
cation caused  by  the  death  of  the  Dake 
of  Leinster ;  whether  repeated  represen- 
tations have  been  made  to  the  Oovem- 
ment,  complaining  of  the  inadequate  re- 
presentation of  the  Irish  Presbyterian 
Church  on  this  and  other  public  Boards ; 
and,  if  the  Government  intend  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  present  opportunity  to 
bring  the  Presbyterian  representatiou  at 
the  Board  of  Education  more  in  harmony 
with  that  of  other  Churches  ? 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  KinoHarman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said:  Yes,  Sir;  the  Gbvemment  are 
taking  steps  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  death  of  the  I)uke  of  Leinster  on 
the  National  Board  of  Education.  The 
Government  aro  of  opinion  thattbe 
Presbyterian  Church  is  not 
represented  on  the  Boiaia 
will  take  the  present 
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the  representation  of  that  Bodj, 
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POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— ELECTION  OP 
GUARDIANS,  BANTRY  UNION. 

Ml.  GILHOOLY  (Cork,  W.)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  complaints 
Hare  reached  him  that  Constable  Kara- 
nagh,  of  Darras,  at  the  recent  election 
of  a  Ghiardian  for  the  Glenlough  Elec- 
toral Division  of  the  Bantrj  XTnion,  left 
aroting  paper  at  the  house  of  Timothy 
McCarthy,  Olenlough ;  whether  he  called 
for  same  voting  paper,  and,  if  not,  why 
not ;  whether  he  left  one  voting  paper 
each  at  the  house  of  Ellen  Kingston  and 
Cornelias  Brien;  and,  whether  he  re- 
tomed  two  voting  papers  for  each  of 
these  persons  to  the  Betuming  Officer  of 
the  £antry  Union,  to  which  their  names 
were  attached ;  and,  if  true,  whether,  at 
fotare  elections  of  Guardians  in  the 
Bantry  Union,  the  Government  will  see 
that  tiie  policemen  entrusted  with  the 
diatribution  and  collection  of  voting 
papers  will  act  impartially  ? 

Thb  parliamentaky  under 

8ECHETABT  (Colonel  Ejno-Hamian) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
ttid:  The  constable  stated  that  he 
called  for  the  voting  paper  at  McCarthy's 
house,  but  it  was  in  the  possession  of 
Patrick  Arundel,  one  of  the  candidates 
for  the  election,  who  refused  to  give  it 
vp>  With  regard  to  the  other  part  of 
the  Qaestion,  I  have  already  replied  to 
that  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  put  by  the 
hon.  Member  on  the  3rd  instant.  The 
Irish  Government  have  no  reason  to 
helieve  that  the  constables  did  not  act 
with  impartiality. 

MB.GILHOOLY:  Can  the  right  hon. 
And  gallant  Member  say  how  it  was  he 
'etomed  two  voting  papers  for  these 
honaee? 

CoLOKEL  KING-HARMAN  said,  two 
pap^s  were  returned ;  but  there  were 
^onds  for  believing  they  were  for- 
geries. 

I'AKD  ACT  (IRELAND)— APPOINTMENT 
OP  SUB-COMMISSIONERS. 
Ma.  LEA  (Londonderry,  8.)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  If  Messrs.  Gregory 
«nd  Wilson,  and  Colonel  Davys,  have 
been  appointed  Sub-Commissioners  under 
the  Land  Act ;  whether  there  are  other 
ez-Snb-Commissioners  whose  past  ser- 


vice has  been  longer  than  that  of  these 
gentlemen;  upon  whose  recommenda- 
tion Colonel  Davys  was  appointed ;  and, 
whether  the  Land  Commission  has  been 
consulted  in  these  appointments,  or  its 
opinion  obtained  ? 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kino-Harmaw) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said:  Sir,  I  am  aware  that  the  three 
gentlemen  named  have  been  appointed, 
and  it  is  quite  possible  that  there  are 
other  gentlemen  whose  past  services 
have  been  longer  than  theirs.  In  one 
instance  this  certainly  is  the  case ;  but 
seniority  cannot  be  regarded  as  the  sole 
ground  for  consideration  in  making  these 
appointments.  The  Government,  how- 
ever, cannot  discuss  the  grounds  on 
which  they  make  their  appointments, 
which  are  made  with  a  full  sense  of 
their  responsibility  in  the  matter,  and 
they  endeavour  to  secure  the  services  of 
the  best  available  men.  I  may  remind 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  Mr.  Wilson  was 
one  of  a  list  of  nine  persons  specially 
recommended  by  himself. 

Mb.  lea  said,  he  did  not  send  in  any 
such  list.  He  would  remind  the  right 
hon.  and  gaUant  Gentleman  that  he  had 
not  answered  the  latter  part  of  the 
Question. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  :  No,  Sir ; 
the  Land  Commission  is  not  directly 
consulted  upon  these  appointments. 

Me.  MAYNE  (Tipperary,  Mid)  :  Is 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
aware  that  Colonel  Davys  has  had  a 
serious  dispute  with  his  tenants,  who 
have,  within  the  last  week,  obtained 
large  reductions  in  the  Land  Courts  at 
Roscommon  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN:  I  am 
not  aware,  nor  do  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
inquire  into  this  matter. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  WRITERS— THE  TREA- 
SURY MINUTE. 

Me.  T.  C.  HARRINGTON  (Dublin, 
Harbour)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  When  the  clause  in  the  re- 
cent Treasury  Minute  respecting  writers, 
which  provides  in  special  cases  for  the 
promotion  of  writers  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Heads  of  their  Depart- 
ments to  the  Lower  Division,  will  be 
given  effect  to;  whether  the  various 
Heads  of  Departments  have  already  sent 
in  their  Reports,  with  the  names  of  those 
writers  whom  they  recommend  for  pro* 


htiropolitan 


{COMMONS} 


499 

motion ;  and,  whether,  in  view  of  the  | 
fact  that  it  is  now  nearly  six  months  j 
since  the  Minute  was  first  issued,  he  can 
explain  the  delay  in  giving  effect  to  the 
clause  referred  to  ? 

The  SECEETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.)  (who 
replied)  said:  In  answer  to  the  hon. 
Member,  the  Treasury  Minute  laid  down 
that  a  limited  number  of  copyists  of 
admitted  merit  might  be  promoted  to 
the  Lower  Division.  It  was  not  in- 
tended that  any  large  number  would  be 
thus  promoted ;  but  the  Heads  of  De- 
partments have  been  asked  and  have 
sent  in  lists  of  names,  which  are  being 
considered,  and  I  anticipate  that  pro- 
motion will  shortly  be  made  of  a  limited 
number.  It  is  not  intended  to  increase 
the  total  number  of  Lower  Division 
clerks. 

DUNDRUM  CRIMINAL  LUNATIC 

ASYLUM-THE  RESIDENT 

MEDICAL  OFFICER. 

Mb.  W.  J.  CORBET  (Wicklow,  E.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  How  many  special 
inquiries  into  charges  made  against  the 
Resident  Medical  Officer  of  the  Dundrum 
Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum  have  been  held 
within  the  last  five  years ;  and,  whether 
there  is  any  objection  to  lay  the  several 
Reports  relating  to  such  inquiries  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House  7 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  King-Haeman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said :  No  special  inquiries  of  the  nature 
indicated  have  been  held.  There  was  a 
Departmental  Inquiry  held  by  order  of 
the  Government  towards  the  close  of 
188],  and  in  the  beginning  of  1882,  into 
a  number  of  matters  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  asylum,  as  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  was  informed 
in  reply  to  a  Question  put  by  him  to  the 
then  Chief  Secretary,  on  May  3,  1883. 
In  1885  there  was  an  inquiry  on  the 
general  operation  of  this  asylum,  and  as 
to  the  advisability  of  structural  additions 
and  re-arraDgement  of  buildings.  As 
the  hon.  Member  has  been  already  in* 
formed,  in  reply  to  bis  former  Question 
on  this  subject  above  referred  to,  Re- 
ports of  this  nature  are  regarded  as  con- 
fidential, and  the  Government  cannot 
undertake  to  lay  them  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House. 

Mr,  T,  C  Harrington 
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WAR  OFFICE- ARMY  MEDICAL 
OFFICERS. 

Mr.  W.  J.  CORBET  (Wicklow,  E.) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
Whether  he  can  state  why  Army 
Medical  Officers  are  placed  on  a  footiog 
with  Departmental  or  non-combatant 
officers,  and  disqualified  from  reckoning 
time  on  half-pay  towards  promotion  or 
retirement,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  they 
are  required  by  the  Regulations  to  go 
under  fire,  and  in  time  of  war,  do  so  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
E.  Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Horncastle): 
There  are  several  reasons  why  medical 
officers  do  not  count  time  on  half-pay 
towards  promotion  and  retirement,  as 
combatant  officers  do.  In  the  first  place, 
the  early  voluntary  retirement  of  a  com- 
batant officer  is  often  an  economy  to  the 
public,  and  the  means  of  saving  another 
officer  from  compulsory  retirement  at  a 
comparatively  early  age.    This  does  not 
apply  in  the  Medical  Staff,  where  there 
is  no  compulsory  retirement  before  the 
age  of  55,  and  it  is  desirable  to  retain 
trained  medical  officers  as  long  as  they 
continue  efficient.  Moreover,  the  retired 
pay  of   medical  officers  is   on  a  more 
liberal  scale  than  that  of  combatant 
officers. 

METROPOLITAN  POLICE  FORCE-RE- 
TURN  OF  CONSTABLES  DISMISSED 
AND  REDUCED. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether  he  will 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  a  Re- 
turn showing  the  number  of  the  Police 
Constables  dismissed,  and  also  the 
number  reduced  in  class,  and  for  what 
offences,  during  the  time  that  Sir  Charles 
Warren  has  been  Chief  Commissioner 
of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Force  ? 

The     under     SECRETARY     op 
STATE  (Mr.  Stctart-Wortley)  (Shef- 
field,  Hallam)  (who  replied)  said :  The 
Secretary  of  State  has  no  objection  to 
lay  on  the  Table  a  Return  showing  the 
number  of  police  constables  dismissed, 
and  also  the  number  reduced  in  clase, 
since    Sir    Charles  Warren   has    beea 
Chief  Commissioner.    That  number  has 
been  below  the  average  of  former  years. 
The  Secretary  of  State  does  not  think  it 
will  be  expedient,  in  the  public  intereat, 
to  give  a  Return  of  offences  for  wlucli 
constables  have  been  dismissed  or 


SOI 


Smigranii 


{Mat  Id,  1887) 


to  TtntusM. 


£02 


duoed.  The  CommisBioner  has,  hj 
Statate,  the  power  to  diamieB  constables 
withoat  Bsaigiiing  any  caase.  The  Be- 
tnt&Tj  of  State  will,  however,  be  happy 
to  give  the  hon.  Uember  privately  any 
iofonnation  as  to  any  particular  caae  in 
vtueh  he  takes  an  interest. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  :  Will  the  hon. 
Oentleman  make  the  fietum  divisional  ? 

Ms.  STUAHT-WOETLET:  I  will 
consider  that  point. 

WAE  OFFICE— REGIMENTAL  BANDS- 
MEN AT  POLITICAL  MEETINGS. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  {Northampton) 
taked  the  Secretary  of  State  lor  War, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  fact  that  six  bandsmen  of  Her 
M&jestj's  Hnssar  Regiment,  quartered 
■t  Colchester,  took  park  in  uniform  at  a 
eonoert  ^ven  by  the  Oonservativa  Club 
in  that  town  on  Monday,  9th  May ;  and, 
vhether  this  was  not  contrary  to  the 
Btgnlations  that  are  in  force  with 
ngard  to  the  presence  of  regimental 
budsmen  at  politioal  gatherings  f 

The  8E0KS:TARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
E-SiiXHOPB)  (Lincolnshire,  Homoastle); 
It  appears  that  the  officer  commanding 
<lid  allow  some  of  his  bandsmen  to  play 
■t  a  workmen's  Gonservative  Club  in 
uniform,  aa  the  meeting  was  merely 
•odsl,  and  without  any  political  signi- 
ficance. But  he  has  been  instructed  not 
to  allow  the  bandsman  to  take  part  in 
■nj  concert  without  the  permission  of 
1k«  Qeneral  Officer  commanding. 

BOUTH  AFRICA— ANNEXATIONS  IN 
ZULTTLAND. 

Do.  CLARK  (Caithness)  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  What 
ii  the  geographical  limit  of  the  Zululand 
list  has  been  annexed,  and  does  it  in- 
elude  any  part  of  Tongoland;  is  the  au- 
oeutiDn  approved  of  by  Dinizulu,  Unda- 
bnks,  TJmnyamana,  and  the  principal 
Qiiels  of  the  Zulu  people  j  and,  will 
Zdoland  become  a  portion  ut  Natal,  or 
•  uparate  Crown  Colony  ? 

Thx  8ECEETARY  o?  STATE  {Sir 
Hmx  Holland)  (Hampstead) :  The 
Zdaland  which  has  been  annexed  in- 
dndes  all  the  Kingdom  of  Cetewayo, 
cuepUnK  what  has  been  assiened  to  the 


prising  the  Reserre Territory  andEastern 
Zululand,  8,220  square  miles.  The  new 
Republic  is,  therefore,  little  more  than  a 
fourth  of  the  total  area,  whereas  under 
the  Agreement  of  August,  1884,  the 
Zulus  Had  practically  ceded  4,234  square 
miles  to  the  Boers ;  the  difference,  1,360 
square  miles,  has  been  secured  to  them 
by  the  &iendly  intervention  of  Her  Ma- 

t'esty's  Government.  Dinisulu,  Unda- 
luka,  Umnyamana,  and  the  other  prin- 
cipal Chiefs  of  Zululand,  received  favour- 
ably the  intimation  that  Her  Majesty's 
supreme  authority  and  protection  would 
be  extended  to  their  country.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  grant  them  pensions  during 
their  lives.  Zululand  will  not  be  an- 
nexed to  Natal — at  all  events  at  present 
— and  will  be  administered  as  a  separate 
Grown  Colony  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Natives. 

Dh.  CLARK  asked  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  if  he  could  inform  the  House 
as  to  the  estimated  cost  to  the  Lnperial 
Treasury  of  the  new  Crown  Colony  of 
Zululand? 

Sia  HENRY  HOLLAND  said,  the 
increase  in  the  cost  of  administration 
was  estimated  at  £6,037  a-year.  The 
Qovemment  hoped  to  meet  this  in  future 
years  by  anativehuttax,  and  by  licences 
and  imposts  such  as  were  now  levied  in 
the  Zulu  Reserve ;  but  for  the  £5,000  of 
the  current  year  it  was  not  proposed  to 
ask  the  British  taxpayer  to  pay  anything, 
because  it  would  be  met  out  of  the  Cash 
Reserve  Fund,  which  had  accumulated 
under  the  careful  management  of  the 
Reserve.  That  territory  would  now  be- 
come part  of  Zululand ;  and,  therefore, 
it  was  fair  to  use  the  balance  this  year. 

Mr.  OSBORNE  MORGAN  (Den- 
bighshire, E.)  asked  whether  a  map  of 
the  country  would  be  published  ? 

Sib  henry  HOLLAND  said,  that 
a  map  would  be  published  irith  the 
Papers. 

UNITED  STATES— EMIGEANTS  TO 


Ma.   PATJLTON    (Durham,    Bishop 
Auckland)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  com- 
plaints have  reached  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment with  regard  to  the  position  of 
emigrants  who  recently  went  out  to  Ten- 
3ssee  in  connection  with  the  Tennessee 
oa).   Iron,    and   Bailroad   Company; 
hetber  inquiry  is  being  made  into  the 
rcumstances ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the 
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results  of  sucli  inquiry  will  be  made 
public  ;  and,  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  take  any  action  in  the 
matter,  should  the  complaints  prove  to 
be  well-founded  ? 

The  UNDEE  SECEETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  FERaxrssoN)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.)  :  Inquiries  on  this  subject 
are  being  made  through  the  Home  Office. 
Any  further  action  will  depend  upon  the 
result  of  those  inquiries. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES)— BOROUGH  OF  HANLEY. 
Mb.  WOODALL  (Hanley)  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  it  is  true  that  it  is 
intended  to  increase  the  number  of 
magistrates  acting  in  and  for  the  borough 
of  Hanley ;  whether  the  selection  of  the 
gentlemen  nominated  has  been  made 
without  the  knowledge,  consent,  or  ap- 

Erobation  of  the  Town  Council  of  that 
orough ;  and,  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Burgesses,  under  the  corporate  seal, 
have  memorialized  Her  Majesty  and 
petitioned  the  House  of  Commons  to  the 
efiPect  that  the  suggested  appointments 
would  not  conduce  to  the  respect  in  which 
the  Bench  should  be  held  by  the  in- 
habitants, he  will  advise  the  Lord  Chan- 
oeUor  to  take  steps  to  obtain  the  con- 
currence in  any  selection  for  these  im- 
portant posts  of  the  governing  body  most 
competent  to  advise  as  to  the  gentlemen 
best  qualified  in  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  those  among  whom  they  will 
have  to  administer  justice?  The  hon. 
Oentleman  said,  he  was  informed  that 
since  the  Notice  was  put  on  the  Paper 
and  subsequently  to  tlie  presentation  of 
the  Memorials  referred  to,  in  spite  of  the 
protest  of  the  Corporation,  the  names  of 
six  gentlemen  had  been  added  to  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace.  Such  being 
the  case,  he  would  not  trouble  the  Secre- 
tary* of  State  to  reply  to  the  Question. 

Thb  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Stttakt-Wortley)  (Shef- 
field, Hallam)  (who  replied)  said :  The 
hon.  Member  appears  to  have  been  under 
some  misapprehension.  On  the  28th  of 
April  the  Lord  Chancellor  gave  the 
necessary  directions  for  the  insertion  of 
additional  names  in  the  Commission  of 
the  Peace  for  the  borough  of  Hanley. 
Before  that  time  a  letter  was  sent  to  the 
Town  Council  by  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
in  terms  which  are  now  often  used  in 
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such  cases,  inviting  observation  as  to  the 
fitness  of  the  gentlemen  proposed.  The 
Council  raised  objections  to  certain  of 
those  gentlemen;  but  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, after  considering  the  objections, 
made  the  appointments.  It  is  not  in- 
tended to  make  any  further  addition  to 
this  Bench  at  the  present  time.  The 
Secretary  of  State  does  not  conceive  it  to 
be  a  part  of  his  duty  to  interfere  with  the 
discretion  which  the  Lord  Chancellor 
thinks  right  to  exercise  in  the  selection 
of  persons  to  be  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

LAND  ACT  (IRELAND)— FAIR  RENTS- 
CASE  OF  T.  R.  WHITNEY. 

Db.  KENNY  (Cork,  S.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Lreland,  Whether  he  is  aware  that 
Jeremiah  Connolly,  of  the  townland  of 
Derrylugga,  Barony  of  East  Division  of 
West  Carberry,  County  Cork,  a  tenant 
of  Thomas  R.  Whitney,  Blackrock, 
County  Cork,  served  an  originating 
notice  to  have  a  fair  rent  fixed  on  the 
11th  November,  1881 ;  whether  his  rent 
was  £17,  and  valuation  £12  5«. ;  whether 
his  case  was  not  adjudicated  on  tiU 
June,  1883,  when  the  old  rent  of  £17 
was  confirmed  without  reduction  by 
the  Sub-Commission  presided  over  by 
Messrs.  M*Devitt  and  Walpole ;  whether 
Connolly  appealed  from  this  decision  on 
15th  July,  1883,  and  whether  said  appeal 
is  still  unheard ;  whether,  if  the  facts  are 
as  above  stated,  he  will  explain  the 
delay  that  has  occurred  in  the  hearing 
of  this  poor  man's  appeal,  whereby  he  is 
still  condemned  to  pay  what  may  be 
ultimately  decided  to  be  an  unjust  and 
exorbitant  rent;  and,  whether  he  can 
hold  out  any  hope  that  the  Chief  Com- 
mission will  soon  hold  a  sitting  in  Cork 
to  hear  appeals  so  long  pending  f 

The  parliamentary    UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Knra-HAKMAN) 
(Kent,   Isle   of  Thanet)  (who   replied) 
said,  the  facts  of  the  case  were    sab* 
stantially  as    stated    in   the  Question. 
The  delay,  which  was  a  serious  matter, 
had  arisen  through  inadvertence  on  the 
part  of  the    Land   Commission.     The 
Commissioners  reported  that  a  sitting 
would  be  held  in  West  Cork  in  October 
or  November  next,  when  the  case  would 
be  tried. 

Dr.  KENNY  asked,  whether,  coa* 
sidering  the  fact  that  this  man's  case  had 
been  so  long  delayed,  he  would  not  ge4 
the  benefit  of  any  reduction  which  migltk 
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be  made  in  the  rent  from  the  time  he 
Berved  his  notice  ? 

Colonel  KLNG-HARMAN  said,  he 
had  rather  anticipated  this  Question ;  and 
he  was  prepared  to  say  that,  considering 
the  gross  negligence  which  had  been 
shown  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  officials 
of  the  Land  Commission,  the  circum- 
stances mentioned  would  be  taken  into 
consideration. 

POST  OFFICE  —  AUXILIARY  LETTER 
CARRIERS -CASE  OF  HENRY  GOOD- 
CHILD. 

Mb.  ISAACS  (Newington,  Walworth) 
asked  the  Postmaster  General,  Whether 
an  application  has  recently  been  made, 
bj  Henry  Gk>odchild,  for  an  appointment 
as  auxiliary  letter  carrier  in  the  Metro- 
politan District,  to  supplement  his 
present  income,  which  he  has  been  in 
receipt  of  for  the  past  two  and  a-half 
years,  as  verger  in  a  Church  of  England, 
and  that  such  application  was  refused ; 
whether  the  said  applicant  was  a  police 
constable  in  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Force^  and  took  a  leading  part  in  a 
movement  for  an  increase  of  pay  and  a 
Tedaction  in  the  hours  of  duty,  which 
▼as  conceded  by  the  then  Chief  Com- 
missioner of  Police,  in  consequence  of 
which  Ooodchild  was  dismissed;  and, 
whether  the  refusal  to  appoint  him  an 
auxiliary  letter  carrier  was  owing  to 
such  dismissal  from  the  Police  Force  ? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  (Mr. 
RjLiKEs)  (Cambridge  University) :  Henry 
Groodchild  did,  in  August  last,  apply  for 
employment  as  an  auxiliary  letter  carrier 
in  London;  but,  as  it  was  ascertained 
that  he  had  been  dismissed  from  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Force,  it  was  not 
deemed  expedient  to  comply  with  his 
request.  Even  in  the  absence  of  such 
objection  I  should,  of  course,  exercise 
my  discretion  in  making  the  selections 
for  such  employment  from  among  the 
very  numerous  applicants, 

SCOTLAND— THE  TWEED  ACTS. 

Sib  EDWARD  GREY  (Northumber- 
land, Berwick)  asked  the  Lord  Advocate, 
Wh^er  the  Oovemment  intend  to 
bring  forward  this  Session  the  promised 
reform  of  the  Tweed  Acts ;  and,  if  not, 
whether  they  will  take  steps  to  satisfy 
the  strongly- enressed  wish  of  the 
people  living  in  Berwick  and  the  adjoin- 
mg  part  of  the  Tweed  District,  to  have 
etttttsion  of  the  time  for  net  fir^'~  ~ 


for  salmon  on  that  River  beyond  the 
date  fixed  for  its  closing  by  the  present 
law? 

SiE  WILLIAM  GROSSMAN  (Ports- 
mouth)  asked  the  Lord  Advocate,  whe- 
ther, before  introducing  any  Bill  regu- 
lating the  fisheries  in  the  River  Tweed, 
he  would  give  an  opportunity  to  the 
Tweed  Commissioners  to  express  their 
views  ? 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H. 
A.  Macdostald)  (Edinburgh  and  St. 
Andrew's  Universities) :  Her  Majesty's 
Government  adhere  to  their  intention  of 
dealing  with  the  Salmon  Fishery  Laws  in 
Scotland ;  but  the  state  of  Public  Busi- 
ness renders  it  most  unlikely  that  this 
can  be  accomplished  during  the  present 
Session.  It  is  not  thought  advisable  to 
deal  by  separate  Bill  with  any  speciid 
matter  relating  to  salmon  fisheries.  In 
reply  to  the  supplementary  Question,  the 
Government  would  be  glad  to  receive 
any  representations  from  the  Tweed 
Commissioners  on  the  matter. 

BAILWAYS  — INSPECTORS'  REPORTS 
UPON  ACCIDENTS. 

Mb.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.) 
asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  Whether  the  Board  of  Trade  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  instructing 
their  Inspectors,  in  makingtheirBeports 
upon  accidents,  in  all  cases  to  append  to 
such  Reports  a  reference  or  references  to 
Eeports,  if  any,  of  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  upon  previous  accidents 
of  a  similar  character  on  the  same  lines 
of  railway,  where  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  have  drawn  attention  to 
similar  defects  of  plant  or  working,  and 
have  had  occasion  to  make  similar  recom- 
mendations to  the  same  Eailway  Com- 
pany? 

The  SECRETARY  (Baron  Heney  De 
WoEMs)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) :  It 
has  been  the  practice  of  the  Inspecting 
Officers  generally  to  refer  to  recom- 
mendations previously  made  by  them 
upon  other  accidents  where  similar  re- 
commendations had  been  made.  Atten- 
tion will  be  paid  to  the  suggestion  con- 
tained in  the  Question  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber ;  but  it  would  be  difficult  to  make  an 
absolute  rule  in  the  matter. 

CHARITY  COMMISSIONERS— THE  JUDD 
FOUNDATION,  TONBRIDGB. 

Sir  JUUAN  GOLDSMID  (St.  Pan- 
onuBi  S.)  a$ked  the  Vice  President  of 
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the  Oommittee  of  Council  on  Education, 
Whether  the  Charity  Commissioners 
have  received  from  the  Local  Board  of 
Tonbridge  a  Memorial  praying  that  a 
scheme  maybe  prepared  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Second  Qrade  School  at  Ton- 
bridge,  in  connection  with  the  Judd 
Foundation  ;  and,  whether  the  Com- 
missioners will  accede  to  the  prayer  of 
that  Memorial  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  (Sir  Wil- 
liam Hart  Dyke)  (Kent,  Dartford): 
The  Charity  Commissioners  have  re- 
ceived the  Memorial  mentioned  in  the 
Question;  they  have,  in  consequence, 
had  under  their  consideration  the  pre- 
sent application  of  this  wealthy  endow- 
ment, and  propose  shortly  to  communi- 
cate with  the  Skinners'  Company,  as  the 
Governors  of  the  School,  with  a  view  to 
the  furtherance  of  the  proposal  made  by 
the  Memorialists. 

DISTURNPIKED  E0AD8— ANNUAL  RE- 
CEIPTS AND  CONTRIBUTIONS. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (St.  Pancras,  E.) 
asked  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works, 
Whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
annual  receipts  from  disturnpiked  roads 
to  the  Imperial  Exchequer  is  £215,000, 
and  the  contribution  to  the  local  expen- 
diture in  regard  to  those  roads  is  given 
in  proportion  to  their  mileage  alone, 
and  not  in  reference  to  the  previous  in- 
crement from  the  tolls,  nor  to  the  pre- 
sent cost  of  the  wear  and  tear,  the  Ex- 
chequer contribute  a  sum  of  only  £1,000 
annually  in  aid  of  the  previously  dis- 
turnpiked roads  within  the  Metropolitan 
area ;  and,  if  such  be  the  case,  Timether 
the  road  made  through  the  Park  by  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works  at  Hyde 
Park  Comer  might  be  maintained  out 
of  the  receipts  received  from  the  pre- 
viously referred  to  disturnpiked  roads 
generally  ? 

The  FIRST  COMMISSIONEE  (Mr. 
Plunkkt)  (Dublin  University):  There 
are  no  receipts  to  the  Imperial  Exche- 
quer from  disturnpiked  roads,  and  *'  the 
contribution  to  the  local  expenditure  in 
regard  to  those  roads  "  is  not  given  *4n 
proportion  to  their  mileage  alone ; "  but 
is  based,  in  the  case  of  the  Metropolis, 
on  the  estimated  annual  cost  of  main- 
taining the  roads  as  turnpike  roads. 
The  amount  contributed  by  the  Exche- 
quer last  year  in  respect  of  disturnpiked 
roads  in  the  Metropolis  was  £1,769.  As 
to  the  new  streets  at  Hyde  Park  Comeri 

Sir  Julian  QoUkmid 


the  expense  of  maintaining  them  has 
now  for  four  years  been  borne  by  the 
Exchequer  without  local  contribution  of 
any  kind ;  and  it  is  to  put  a  stop  to  this 
state  of  affairs  that  I  have  asked  Par- 
liament to  pass  the  Hyde  Park  Corner 
(New  Streets)  Bill. 

Mb.  cox  (Clare,  E.)  asked,  whether 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's 
attention  had  been  directed  to  the  great 
necessity  of  a  crossing  between  West- 
minster Abbey  and  the  House  ? 

Mb.  PLUNKET  :  I  am  afraid  that 
question  does  not  spring  very  directly 
from  the  last  one. 

Mb.  cox  gave  Notice  that  he  would 
put  down  a  Question  on  the  subject. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT— BRAD- 
FORD SCHOOL  BOARD. 

Mb.  J.  G.  TALBOT  (Oxford  Univer- 
sity) asked  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education, 
Whether  he  is  aware  that,  in  the 
borough  of  Bradford,  the  actual  rate 
paid  for  School  Board  purposes  much 
exceeds  the  rate  nominally  levied ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  he  would  submit  a  State- 
ment to  the  House  of  the  amount  of 
School  Board  rate  in  the  £1  nominally 
levied,  and  that  actually  collected  from 
the  ratepayers  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  (Sir  Wil- 
liam Habt  Dtkb)  (Kent,  Dartford) : 
The  actual  rate  paid  for  School  Board 
purposes  may,  in  many  cases,  exceed  the 
amount  in  the  £1  nominally  levied,  as 
the  Beturn  submitted  to  Parliament  is 
based  upon  the  gross  rateable  value 
from  which  considerable  deductions  have 
to  be  made  in  the  process  of  rating.  I 
believe  this  to  be  the  true  explanation  of 
the  discrepancy ;  but  I  have  no  means 
of  furnishing  the  information  asked  for 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  Question. 

SOUTH  AFRICA— ANNEXATIONS  IN 
ZULULAND. 

Mb.  W.  REDMOND  (Fermanagh, 
N.)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  If  he  will  state  whether  the 
Zulu  people  have  given  their  sanction 
to  the  annexation  of  their  territory  to 
the  British  Empire;  and,  whether  in- 
formation has  reached  him  that  the 
Cape  Colonists  are  very  much  averse  to 
the  extension  of  the  British  Possessions 
in  South  Africa  ? 

The  secretary  op  STATE  (Sir 
Henby  HoLLAio))  (Hampstead) :  The 
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first  Question  has  been,  I  think,  suffi- 
ciently answered  by  my  replies  to  the 
bon.  Member  for  Caithness  (Dr.  Olark) 
to-day,  and  to  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Evesham  (Sir  Richard 
Temple)  on  the  17th.  With  regard  to 
the  second  Question,  my  reply  is  that, 
so  far  as  Zululand  is  concerned,  the 
Cape  Government  and  people  have  for  a 
long  time  desired  that,  in  the  interests 
of  peace  and  public  safety  in  South 
Africa,  Zululand  should  be  brought 
under  the  Queen's  Sovereignty;  and 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  there  is  any  body 
of  opinion  in  South  Africa  averse  to  the 
recent  extension  of  the  British  Posses- 
sions. I  may  call  the  attention  of  the 
hon.  Member  to  a  speech  made  on  Tues- 
day by  Mr.  Eobinson,  the  Natal  Dele- 
gate to  the  Colonial  Conference,  and  a 
man  of  high  intelligence  and  political 
experience.  He  expressed  his  belief 
that  the  Proclamation  of  the  annexation 
of  Zululand  will  be  hailed  with  great 
satisfaction  both  by  the  European  and 
Native  populations  of  South  A&ioa. 

Mr.  W.  EEDMOND  said,  he  wanted 
to  know,  were  any  steps  taken  to  ascer- 
tain what  the  views  of  the  people  of 
Zululand  were  with  regard  to  the  an- 
nexation ? 

SiB  HENRY  HOLLAND  replied 
that  some  time  ago,  in  answer  to  a 
Question,  he  stated  that  he  had  been 
informed  that  the  Zulus  themselves  had 
asked  us  to  come  in  and  protect  them 
from  the  Boers.  He  also  said  he  had 
telegraphed  for  information  when  it  was 
decided  to  take  further  steps,  and  that 
Mr.  Osborne  and  Sir  Arthur  Havelock 
informed  the  Colonial  Office  that  the 
majority,  inclusive  of  the  people  and  the 
Chiefs,  would  gladly  accede;  that  the 
people  would  be  specially  &;l&d  of  British 
rule  ;  and  that  that  was  the  opinion  of 
the  Chiefs  and  those  skilled  in  the  go- 
vernment and  knowledge  of  the  people. 
Mb.  JOHN  MORLEY  (Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne) :  What  is  the  date  of  that 
telegram  ? 

Sib  henry  HOLLAND :  That  tele- 
gram I  have  already  read  ?  It  is  dated 
the  1 3th,  and  was  received  on  the  14th 
February  last. 

EGYPT  —  SIR    HENRY    DRUMMOND 
WOLFFS  MISSION— REPORTED 
EVACUATION. 

Mb.  W.  REDMOND  (Fermanagh, 
Jjf.)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 


for  Foreign  ASbotb,  Whether  it  is  true, 
as  stated  in  The  Standard  of  the  17th  in- 
stant, that  England  and  Turkey  have 
agreed  to  the  evacuation  of  Egypt  in 
three  years,  on  certain  conditions ;  and, 
if  so,  what  are  these  conditions,  and 
when  will  the  Government  inform  Par- 
liament as  to  the  instructions  given  by 
the  Cabinet  to  Sir  Henry  Drummond 
Wolff? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Febgxtsson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  I  am  unable  to  g^ve  the 
hoD.  Member  any  information  on  the 
subject. 

Mb.  W.  REDMOND :  Might  I  ask 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  conceal  all  information  from 
Parliament  ? 

Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

RIVERS  POLLUTION  ACT— THE  RIVER 

WEAR. 

Mb.  W.  CRAWFORD  (Durham,  Mid) 
asked  the  President  of  the  Local  Oo- 
vemment  Board,  Whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  in  the 
rural  parish  of  Crossgate,  in  Durham,  a 
rate  of  2«.  6i.  in  the  £1  was  levied  by 
the  Durham  Rural  Sanitary  Authority 
to  construct  a  sewer  discharging  unfil- 
tered  sewage  into  the  River  Wear ;  that 
the  Auditor,  having  decided  the  con- 
struction of  such  sewer  to  be  illegal  and 
in  contravention  of  the  Rivers  Pollution 
Act, thereupon  disallowed  and  surcharged 
the  members  of  the  Board  the  amounts 
paid  in  respect  thereof ;  that  the  Local 
Government  Board,  when  appealed  to 
by  the  Durham  Rural  Board,  confirmed 
the  Auditor's  decision,  but  remitted  the 
surcharge,  thus  depriving  the  ratepayers 
of  any  redress,  although  they  admitted 
the  rate  of  29.  6d.  in  the  £1  wrongfully 
and  illegally  levied  for  such  a  purpose ; 
and,  if  Uie  circumstances  are  as  stated, 
will  the  Oovernment  say  whether  the 
ratepayers  of  Crossgate  have  any  means 
of  recovering  the  rate  of  2«.  6d.  thus 
illegally  levied  on  them  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's):  Sums 
amounting  to  about  £130,  which  had 
been  expended  by  the  Durham  Rural 
Sanitary  Authority  in  providing  a  sewer 
for  the  contributory  place  of  Crossgate, 
were  disallowed  by  the  Auditor  on  the 
ground  that  unpurified  sewage  was  dis- 
charged through  the  sewer  into  the 
River   Wear   in  contravention  of  the 
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Bivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act.  On 
an  appeal  by  the  members  of  the  Sani- 
tary Authority  who  were  suroharged,  the 
Local  Government  Board  confirmed  the 
Auditor's  decision.  It  appeared,  how- 
ever, that  the  river  was  largely  polluted 
from  other  sources,  and  that,  in  fact,  the 
new  sewer  had  not  occasioned  any  ma- 
terial increase  in  the  pollution.  It  did 
not  seem  to  the  Board  necessary  to 
require  that  the  members  surcharged 
should  personally  bear  the  cost  of  the 
works,  and  they,  therefore,  remitted  the 
disallowance  and  surcharge.  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  means  by  which  the  rate- 
payers of  Crossgate  can  be  recouped  the 
amount  in  question. 

COURT  OP  BANKRUPTCY— MR.  E.  M. 
LANQWORTHY  —  PRIVATE  EXAMI- 
NATION. 

Db.  CAMERON  (Glasgow,  College) 
asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  Whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  on  Saturday  last 
an  examination  in  Bankruptcy  in  pro- 
ceedings against  Mr.  E.  M.  Langworthy 
was  conducted  in  private,  and  the  Press 
prevented  from  reporting  what  took 
place ;  if  be  will  state  under  what  pro- 
vision of  the  Bankruptcy  Acts  the  pro- 
ceedings were  kept  secret ;  and,  whether 
he  will  consider  the  advisability,  if  neces- 
sary, of  amending  the  Law  so  as  to 
secure  publicity  in  cases  where,  as  in 
the  one  referred  to,  the  question  at  issue 
is  an  alleged  fictitious  transfer  of  pro- 
perty by  a  debtor  with  a  view  to  defraud 
his  creditors  ? 

The  SEORETART  (Baron  Henry 
Da  WoBMs)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) : 
An  examination  of  certain  persons  is 
taking  place  in  the  bankruptcy  proceed- 
ings against  Mr.  E.  M.  Langworthy  at  the 
instance  of  the  Chief  Official  Receiver. 
The  proceedings  are  carried  on  under 
Section  27  of  the  Bankruptcy  Act  for 
the  purposes  of  discovery,  and  the  mode 
in  which  they  are  conducted  is  a  matter 
within  the  province  of  the  Bankruptcy 
Court  itself.  Such  an  examination  is, 
however,  as  a  matter  of  fact»  conducted 
in  private,  in  accordance  with  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Court,  and  the  ends  of  justice 
might  be  entirely  defeated  if  that  were 
otherwise.  But  ue  ulterior  proceedings 
to  which  the  result  of  the  examination 
may  give  rise  will  have  the  usual  pub- 
ioity. 

Mr.  Ritchie 


FREE    CHURCH    OP  (SCOTLAND-MIS- 
SION STATION  AT  CONSTANTINOPLE. 

Me.  BUCHANAN  (Edinburgh,  W.) 
asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  his  attention 
had  been  called  to  the  Memorial  from  a 
Committee  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scot- 
land with  regard  to  certain  property  be- 
longing to  their  Mission  Station  at  Con- 
stantinople, dated  4th  May,  1887 ;  and, 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will,  in  view  of  the  statement  of  facts 
therein  set  forth,  and  considering  that  no 
pecuniary  liability  will  be  cast  upon  the 
Treasury,  reconsider  the  instructions 
recently  issued  to  Her  Majesty's  Am- 
bassador at  the  Porte,  and  allow  the 
property  in  question  to  be  vested  in  the 
Embassy  on  trust  for  the  Mission,  in  ac- 
cordance with  precedent  and  the  prayer 
of  the  Memorialists? 

Thb  under  SECRETAET  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.)  :  The  Memorial  in  ques- 
tion has  been  communicated  to  the  Trea- 
sury, who  have  decided  that,  under  the 
circumstances  set  forth  in  it,  theproperty 
may  be  held  in  trust  by  the  Embassy, 
on  the  condition  that  it  shall  entaO. 
no  pecuniary  liability  on  the  part  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government. 

EMIGRATION  FROM  IRELAND. 

Me.  W.  a.  MACDONALD  (Queen's 
Co.,  Ossory)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  alarming  increase  in  the  number 
of  emigrants  from  Ireland  during  the 
month  of  April  of  the  present  year ;  and, 
whether  he  can  give  the  House  any  ide^ 
as  to  the  cause  of  the  increase  ? 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  King-Haemait) 
(Kent,   Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied.) 
said  :  Mv  attention  has  been  directed  to 
the  considerable  increase  of  emigratioix 
referred  to  in  the  Question.    The  hou. 
Gentleman  might  have  gathered  fronx 
the  numbers  which  I  stated  a  few  daya 
ago  that  my  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  subject.    In  addition  to  the  ust&ctl 
causes  operating  towards  emigration,   nt 
present  there  is  a  considerable  want  oC 
employment  in  the  ooimtry,  and  thero  ia 
a  fear  on  the  part  of  many  as  to  the  coix* 
sequences  likely  to  ensue  from  their  pcuat 
misconduct.    There  is  likewise  a  diaix^* 
olination  on  the  part  of  many  othere  "to 
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join  Secret  Societies,  which,  if  they  re- 
mained in  the  country,  they  would  most 
probably  be  compelled  to  join. 

Mr.  W.  a.  MACDONALD  asked, 
whether  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Oentleman  did  not  think  the  increase 
was  due,  at  least  in  part,  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Criminal  Law  Amend- 
ment (Ireland)  Bill  into  this  House,  and 
to  the  conviction  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  Ireland 

Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  that 
18  a  matter  of  opinion,  and  not  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Question. 

Mh.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal,  E.)  :  The  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman,  in  answering  the  Question, 
had  used  the  words,  '*  My  attention  has 
been  directed."  The  Question  on  the 
Paper  was,  whether  the  attention  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  had  been  directed  to 
the  subject  ? 

INLAND  REVENUE-THE  INCOME  TAX 
—CHARGE  ON  THE  WIVES  OF  CIVIL 
AND  MILITARY  OFFICERS  IN  INDIA : 
AND  OTHERS  ABROAD. 

Mb.  KING(HuU,  Central)  asked  Mr. 
Oiancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whether 
the  following  General  Instruction  to  the 
Sanreyor  of  Taxes  has  been  altered  or 
eaaceUed : — 

"A  wife  receiving  an  allowance  or  remit- 
taneea  from  her  husband  abroad  is  to  be  charged 
for  the  same  as  his  agent,  under  the  second 
pfoviso  to  s.  45  of  Act  5  &  6  Viet,,  c.  3d,  when 
the  remittances  are  derived  from  any  kind  of 
property  out  of  the  United  Kingdom,  whether 
teal  or  personal,  movable  or  immovable.  But 
remittances  derived  from  trade  profits,  salary, 
4c.,  are  not  chargeable ; " 

▼hether  the  portion  of  the  pay  of  Civil 
or  Military  officers  in  India,  remitted  to 
their  wives  at  home,  comes  under  the 
word  "  salary,"  and  is  not  exempt  from 
Income  Tax,  Income  Tax  having  been 
already  paid  in  India;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  wives  of  Indian  officers  have 
been  charged  Income  Tax  in  England  on 
home  remittances  from  their  husband's 
pay ;  and  whether  this  is  in  accordance 
with  the  law  ? 

TheCHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE. 
QIJEB  (Mr.  Qosohen)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square),  in  reply,  said,  that  the 
Instmction  referred  to  had  not  been  al- 
ieored  or  cancelled.  In  answer  to  the 
oeoond  Question,  he  had  to  say  that  remit- 
tances such  as  the  hon.  Member  had  de- 
scribed were  not  liable  to  Income  Tax  pro- 
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vided  the  husband  had  not  been  at  any 
time  resident  in  this  country  during  the 
year  of  assessment.  But  the  exemption 
was  not  granted  in  connection  with  the 
payment  of  Income  Tax  in  India.  He 
was  not  aware  that  the  wives  of  Indian 
officers  were  charged  Income  Tax  under 
the  circumstances  mentioned ;  but  if  the 
hon.  Gentleman  brought  to  his  notice  any 
case  in  which  that  had  been  done  it  would 
receive  attention. 

IMMIGRATION  OF  DESTITUTE 
FOREIGNERS. 

Mr.  J.  G.  TALBOT  (Oxford  Uni- 
versity)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  the 
attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
has  been  called  to  the  alleged  immigra- 
tion into  this  country  of  a  large  number 
of  foreigners  in  a  destitute  condition  ; 
and,  whether,  if  the  statement  is  correct, 
the  Government  will  endeavour  to  make 
such  representations  to  Foreign  Govern- 
ments as  will  put  a  check  upon  so  heavy 
an  addition  to  the  burdens  of  the  rate- 
payers of  this  country  ? 

The  UNDEE  SECRET  AEY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  There  has  been  a  con- 
siderable increase  of  foreigners  in  the 
East  End  of  London  who  have  become 
chargeable  to  the  public,  and  complaints 
are  also  made  of  the  impoverishment  of 
wages  caused  by  the  competition  of 
foreign  labour  in  certain  industries.  If 
it  were  determined  to  take  any  steps  to 
check  the  immigration  of  persons  not 
in  a  condition  to  maintain  themselves 
the  matter  would  be  one  of  domestic 
legislation,  rather  than  for  representa- 
tion to  Foreign  Governments. 

Mb.  T.  p.  gill  (Louth,  S.)  inquired, 
whether  foreigners  who  entered  English 
workhouses  were  sent  back  to  their  own 
country  in  the  same  way  as  Irish  people 
were  r 

Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSON  repHed 
that  it  was  notorious  that  they  could  not 
send  foreigners  abroad  in  the  same  way 
that  destitute  people  were  sent  to  their 
own  parishes. 

METROPOLITAN  DISTRICT  —  DEATHS 
FROM  STARVATION  AND  PRIVA- 
TION. 

Mb.  J.  G.  TALBOT  (Oxford  Univer- 
sity) asked  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  Whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  a  Return,  re- 
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cently    presented    to    this    House,    of 

deaths  from   starvation  and  privation 

in  the  Metropolitan   District,  whereby 

it  appears  that  in  the   case  of  George 

Hicks,  on  "whom  an  inquest  was  held 

on  12th  March,  1886,  the  verdict  of  the 

jury  was  to  the  effect  that — 

"  Death  was  accelerated  by  exposure  to  cold 
ID  the  wood  shed  of  Paddington  Workhouse ;" 

and  that  in  the  case  of  Thomas  Turner, 

on  whom  an  inquest  was  held  on  the  8th 

December,  1886,  the  deceased — 

''Had  been  deterred  from  asking  further 
parochial  relief  by  letters  demanding  repay- 
ment for  a  loan  " 

from  the  Edmonton  Union ;  and,  whe- 
ther any  official  inquiry  has  been  made 
into  these  cases ;  and,  if  not,  whether 
he  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  ? 

The  president  (Mr.  Ritohib) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  I  have 
seen  the  Eeturn  referred  to.  The  at- 
tention of  the  Local  Government  Board 
was  drawn  to  the  case  of  Hicks  at  the 
time  when  it  occurred,  and  they  ascer- 
tained that  a  committee  of  the  Padding- 
ton Guardians  had  inquired  into  the 
matter,  and  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
to  make  provision  for  warming  the  wood 
shed  at  the  Workhouse.  This  report 
was  adopted  by  the  Guardians.  I  am 
inquiring  whether  the  necessary  altera- 
tions have  been  carried  out.  As  regards 
the  case  of  Turner,  I  am  informed  that 
when  in  June,  1886,  he  made  applica- 
tion to  the  Edmonton  Guardians  for 
relief  he  applied  for  it  on  loan.  He  re- 
ceived relief  in  the  months  of  June  and 
July,  but  did  not  afterwards  apply ;  and 
it  was  not  until  November  that  applica- 
tion was  made  to  him  to  commence  the 
repayment  of  the  value  of  the  relief 
granted  him.  Whether  this  application 
deterred  him  from  asking  for  further 
relief  I  am  not  at  present  able  to  say  ; 
but  I  am  making  further  inquiries  on 
the  subject. 

WAR  OFFICE  (ORDNANCE  DEPART- 
MENT) —  DEFECTIVE  WEAPONS  — 
THE  TESTS. 

Me.  HANBTJRT  (Preston)  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether, 
as  all  the  bayonets  in  the  hands  of  the 
Hegular  Inuintry  have  now  been  re- 
tested,  he  can  state  what  was  the  test  to 
which  they  were  submitted,  and  when 
it  was  introduced,  how  many  were  so 
tested,  and  how  many  failed  to  pass  the 
test? 

Mr.  J,  O,  Talbot 


The  SECEET ARY  of  STATE  (Mr.  E. 
Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Horncastle): 
The  long  triangular  Martini-Henry 
bayonets  and  the  sword  bayonets  in 
the  United  Kingdom  have  been  re- 
tested.  The  former  were  sprune  on 
all  three  faces  round  a  curved  block 
2^  inches  high  in  the  centre — struck 
twice  on  each  flat,  and  gauged;  also 
a  large  percentage  were  twisted  from 
point  to  socket  through  a  quarter  of 
a  circle;  40,180  in  the  hands  of  the 
troops,  and  123,400  in  store  were  thus 
tested  ;  4}  per  cent  of  those  with  the 
troops  and  3  per  cent  of  those  in  store 
broke ;  4^  per  cent  with  the  troops  and 
1}  per  cent  in  store  were  under  gauge ; 
21^^  per  cent  with  the  troops  and  11  per 
cent  in  store  were  found  to  be  soft ;  and 
69  per  cent  of  those  with  the  troops  and 
84^^  per  cent  of  those  in  store  passed  the 
re-testing.  Of  the  sword  bayonets,  1 2, 800 
in  the  hands  of  troops  and  22,000  in 
store  were  re-tested  by  being  sprung 
round  a  curved  block  2^  inches  high,  or 
over  a  bridge  giving  the  same  bend, 
struck  on  an  oak  block  on  back  and 
edge  and  on  each  flat,  troughed,  and 
gauged;  90  per  cent  of  those  with 
troops  and  89^^  per  cent  of  those  in  store 
passed  the  test.  Of  the  remainder,  in 
each  case  9  per  cent  were  soft,  and  1  per 
cent  of  those  with  the  troops  and  \i  per 
cent  of  those  in  store  broke.  Of  the 
weapons  which  were  returned  as  "  soft," 
50  per  cent  of  the  sword  bayonota 
passed,  after  bein^  re-hardened  and 
tempered ;  and  of  the  triangular  bayo- 
nets, 75  per  cent  of  those  from  the 
troops  and  86  per  cent  of  those  io  store 
passed  under  similar  circumstances.  Aa 
a  much  larfi;er  proportion  of  the  weapons 
in  the  hands  of  the  troops  failed  to  pass 
the  test  than  of  those  in  store,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  bayonets  have  seriously 
deteriorated  since  their  issue  to  the 
troops.  Troops  at  home  are,  of  course^ 
all  armed  with  re-tested  bayonets.  Sup- 
plies have  been  sent  to  the  Mediter- 
vanean,  Egypt,  and  South  Africa,  and 
those  in  the  hands  of  the  troops  at  those 
stations  have  been  recalled  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  re- tested.  Those  only  that 
pass  the  re-test  will  be  placed  in  store. 
As  previouslv  stated,  the  bayonets  iu 
possession  of  the  Militia  will  be  re- 
tested  during  the  present  year,  and  re- 
placed as  necessary.  I  will  now,  with 
the  permission  of  the  House,  refer  to 
two  Questious   ivs   to  imperfect  arms 
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which  my  hon.  Friend  has  previously 
addressed  to  me.  He  inquired  as  to  an 
alleged  testing,  with  very  bad  results,  of 
the  swords  of  the  Eoyal  Horse  Guards 
in  October  last;  but  the  officer  com- 
manding the  regiment  reports  that  no 
tach  test  took  place.  Then,  as  regards 
the  shovels  which  broke  in  the  hands  of 
men  of  the  East  Kent  Eegiment  at 
Dover,  I  have  to  say  that  they  were  of 
a  pattern  introduced  in  1871  from 
America  as  reserve  intrenching  tools. 
It  was  soon  found  that  they  were  too 
light  for  ordinary  unskilled  work,  and 
in  1875  a  heavier  and  stronger  pattern 
was  introduced  for  general  service ;  but 
the  store  of  the  light  pattern  was  re- 
tained to  be  used  gradually  up.  The 
tool  is  really  a  shovel,  and  answers 
fairly  well  at  Chatham  in  the  hands  of 
the  Sappers  ;  but  it  is  not  fit  for  use  as 
a  spade  thrust  into  heavy  soil.  The 
central  store  of  these  shovels  at  Wool- 
wich is  exhausted.  Those  at  out-stations 
will  be  recalled,  and  replaced  by  proper 
spades.  Steps  are  in  progress  to  tho- 
roughly overhaul  all  intrenching  tools, 
and  to  reject  from  store  all  as  to  the 
utility  of  which  there  can  be  any  serious 
doubt.  There  remains  the  question  of 
the  sword  bayonets  of  the  City  of  London 
Artillery  Volunteers.  After  repeated 
applications,  since  my  hon.  Friend's 
Question,  I  have  only  this  afternoon 
received  Oolonel  Hope's  Beport  as  to  the 
tests  to  which  they  were  subjected.  I 
should,  therefore,  prefer  to  reply  on  this 
point  to-morrow. 

Mb.  HANBUBY  asked,  whether  the 
test  to  which  the  sword  bayonets  had  been 
recently  subjected  was  the  same  as  that 
to  which  they  were  subjected  when  they 
were  first  issued  ? 

Mb.  K  STANHOPE :  No ;  it  is  a 
much  more  severe  test.  Of  course,  the 
originid  testing  took  place  a  long  time  ago. 

Sib  henry  HAVELOCK-ALLAN 
fDorham,  S.E.)  inquired,  whether  the 
Bew  test  would  be  applied  to  the  in- 
trenchment  shovels  in  the  possession  of 

the  Infantry? 

Mb.  K  stanhope  said,  he  under- 
stood  that  the  arms  and  tools  of  all 
troops  would  be  overhauled. 

SUPERANNUATION  AND  RETIRED 
ALLOWANCES— PENSION  TO  A  CUS- 
TOM  HOUSE  OFFICER  —  FRAUDU- 
LENT DRAWING. 

Mb.  HANBUBY  (Preston)  asked  the 
Secretaiy  to  the  Treasury  WheQier  his 


attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  the  annual  pension  of  £40  of  a 
Custom  House  official,  named  Leckej, 
who  retired  at  the  age  of  67  in  1845, 
and  died  in  1852,  was  drawn  by  his  wife 
for  23  years  after  his  death,  and  for  a 
further  12  years  by  his  daughter,  up  to 
March  of  this  year;  whether  he  has 
reason  to  believe  that  similar  cases  are 
not  uncommon ;  what  precautions  are 
taken  to  prevent  imposition  of  this  kind ; 
and,  who  are  the  officials  to  whose 
neglect  the  waste  of  public  money  in 
this  instance  was  due  ? 

Mb.  CALEB  WRIGHT  (Lancashire, 
S.W.,  Leigh)  also  asked  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  any  step 
will  be  taken  to  inquire  into  the  abuses 
recently  exposed  of  persons  receiving 
pensions  for  many  years  after  the  lawful 
recipient  has  died ;  and  whether  during 
the  present  Session  the  Oovemment 
intend  to  ask  the  House  to  appoint  a 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
Pension  List  ? 

The  SEORETAEY  (Mr.  Jackson) 
rLeeds,  N.) :  Perhaps  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Leigh  Division  of  Lancashire 
will  allow  me  to  deal  with  the  Question 
which  he  has  addressed  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  at  the  same  time  as 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Preston.  As  the  House  is,  no  doubt, 
aware,  the  offender  in  this  case  was 
prosecuted  by  the  Board  of  Customs, 
was  convicted  of  felony,  and  sentenced 
to  a  term  of  imprisonment.  I  have  made 
inquiries  of  the  Offices  that  pay  pensions, 
and  I  am  informed  that  no  similar  case 
has  been  discovered  in  any  of  the  Civil 
Departments,  though  in  military  pen- 
sions attempts  at  personation  appear  not 
to  be  uncommon.  The  Eegulations  for 
the  payment  of  pensions  require  the 
production  of  a  certificate,  attested  by  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  notary  public,  or  a 
member  of  certain  specified  classes  of  the 
community,  of  the  continued  existence 
of  the  person  claiming  to  be  entitled  to 
the  pension,  and  a  false  declaration,  of 
course,  exposes  the  offender  to  legal 
penalties.  In  addition  to  this,  though 
not  prescribed  by  the  Begulations,  it 
has  been  the  practice  in,  I  believe,  all 
paying  Departments,  except  the  Cus- 
toms, to  check  the  age  of  all  claimants 
at  certain  intervals,  and  to  exercise  ex- 
treme care  whenever  the  lapse  of  time 
since  the  g^ant  of  the  pension  or  the  age 
of  a  pensioner  gave  cause  for  exer- 
oisiiig  cai^tion,    I  am  x)Oiisidering  whe-*- 
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ther  this  practicei  or  some  development 
of  it,  should  not  be  embodied  in  the 
Begulations.  In  the  meantime,  a  general 
and  careful  scrutiny  of  pensioners  is  in 

Progress.  The  method  appears  to  me  to 
e  one  entirely  for  Departmental  regu- 
lation, and  in  no  way  to  call  for  inquiry 
by  a  Select  Committee  of  this  House. 

Mb.  HA^BURY  :  Is  nobody  respon- 
sible in  this  matter  ? 

Me.  JACEISON :  Obviously  the  per- 
sons responsible  are  the  officials  in  the 
Custom  House. 

Mb.  HANBURY:  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  endeavour  to  trace  the  per- 
sons who  are  responsible  ? 

Mb.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton) : 
Is  the  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  until 
a  few  years  ago  there  was  a  person  who 
appeared  in  the  Pension  List  as  receiv- 
ing a  pension  for  services  rendered  in 
the  American  War  of  Independence  ? 

[No  reply.] 

THE  FRENCH  EXHIBITION  OP  1889. 

Mb.  E.  ROBERTSON  (Dundee)  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  If  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  a  copy  of  any  communica- 
tions that  have  passed  between  Her 
Majesty's  Government  and  the  French 
Government  on  the  subject  of  the  French 
Exhibition  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Feeousson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  I  shall  be  happy  to  lay 
upon  the  Table  a  copy  of  those  commu- 
nications. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING-HOURS  OF 
UNLOADING. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (Boston)  asked  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  If  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  the 
hours  of  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  during  which 
goods  may  be  landed  out  of  vessels  ar- 
riving from  beyond  the  seas  in  four 
months  of  the  year  without  payment  of 
charges  for  overtime  for  the  officials  at- 
tending, are  not  suitable  for  the  present 
state  of  navigation,  which  has  changed  so 
greatly  from  sailing  vessels  to  steamers, 
and  to  ask  if  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Treasury  will  exercise  their 
option  of  appointing  "  other  hours,'*  by 
making  the  time  6  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  ? 

The  SEORETAEY  (Mr.  Jackson) 
(Leeds,  N.) :  My  attention  has  been 
called  to  this  subject  by  Memorial  from 
certain  Chambers  of  Shipping.    I  will 

Mr,  Jaokeon 


consider  the  question  in  concert  with  the 
Customs  authorities,  and  see  whether 
any  extension  of  the  hours  can  be  ob- 
tained without  any  serious  increase  of 
expense  to  the  Customs  Department. 

IMMIGRATION    OF  FOREIGNERS. 

Mb.  MUNRO-FERQUSON  (Leith, 
&c.)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  Whether,  in  view  of  the  Memoran- 
dum issued  on  the  Immigration  of 
Foreigners  into  the  United  Kingdom,  he 
will  consider  the  advisabilitv  of  framing 
some  such  Begulations  witn  regard  to 
this  immigration  as  are  in  force  at 
New  York? 

The  secretary  (Baron  Henry 
Db  Worms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) : 
The  matter  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers  is  one  of  great  intricacy ;  but  I 
can  assure  him  it  is  engaging  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND)  —  POWERS    OF 

SHERIFF. 

Mr.  FINUOANE  (Limerick,  E.) 
asked  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 
If  a  Sheriff  and  those  policemen  who 
accompany  him  are  entitled,  whilst  on 
eviction  duty,  to  force  their  way  through 
the  lands  of  any  farmer  who  objects, 
and  says  he  will  treat  them  as  tres- 
passers ;  if  they  should  refuse  to  leavOi 
IS  the  owner  of  the  land  empowered  to 
use  as  much  force  as  is  necessary  to  re- 
move them ;  and,  if  so,  will  the  Go- 
vernment, in  order  to  prevent  collisions 
between  the  policemen  and  the  people, 
direct  that,  for  the  future,  the  evicting 
force  shall  go  to  the  house  to  be  evicted, 
by  the  ordinary  road ;  and,  is  it  a  fact 
that  the  Sheriff  and  police  have  often 
forced  their  way  through  the  lands  of 
farmers  who  have  objected  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity), in  reply,  said,  that  the  Sheriff 
was  not  under  the  control  of  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Grown.  No  complaint  of 
the  police  had  hitherto  been  made  oa 
the  subject ;  but  if  any  case,  in  which  it 
was  alleged  the  police  acted  improperly, 
was  brought  under  his  notice,  he  would 
cause  inquiries  to  be  made  into  it. 

CELEBRATION  OF  THE  JUBILEE  YEAR 
OF  HER  MAJESTY'S  RBIQN  —  THE 
ROYAL  TITLES. 

Mr.  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central)  asked  the  First  I^ord  of  (ha 
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Treasury,  If  Her  Majesty's  Oovernment 
will  consider,  in  connection  with  the 
forthcomings  Jubilee  rejoicings,  and  in 
concert  with  Colonial  Qovemments,  the 
desirability  of  advising  the  Grown  to 
recog^se  the  progress  made  during  the 
50  years  of  Her  Majesty's  reign  by 
Canada,  Australasia,  South  Africa,  and 
many  of  the  Colonies  founded  by  the 
British  people,  by  such  further  ex- 
tension of  the  Eoyal  titles  as  may  place 
other  portions  of  the  Empire  on  an 
equality  in  this  respect  with  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,  and  India  ? 

Mb.  BADEN-POWELL  (Liverpool, 
Earkdale)  also  asked  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  Whether  any  action  had 
been  taken  in  consequence  of  the  agree- 
ment unanimously  come  to  at  the  Co- 
lonial Conference  that,  subject  to  Her 
Majesty's  pleasure,  there  should  be  an 
extension  of  the  present  title  of  Her 
Majesty,  so  as  to  include  a  distinct 
reference  to  the  Colonies  ? 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith]  (Strand,  Westminister) :  My 
answer  to  this  Question  will  also  be  an 
answer  to  a  Question  of  which  I  have 
received  private  Notice  from  the  hon. 
member  for  the  Kirkdale  Division  of 
Liverpool.  The  Question  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sheffield  was  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Colonial  Dele- 
gates at  the  Conference ;  and  after  some 
diacuseion  they  expressed  themselves  in 
favour  of  an  extension  of  title,  which 
would  include  the  Colonies  by  special 
and  distinct  reference.  Upon  receiving 
an  intimation  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Del^ates,  Her  Majesty^s  Government 
instructed  the  Governors  of  the  respon- 
sible Government  Colonies  to  ascertain 
the  views  of  their  respective  Ministers 
i^n  this  question.  To  this  inquiry  full 
replies  have  not  yet  been  received ;  and 
there  seems  some  little  difference  of 
optnion  on  the  subject.  It  will,  how- 
erer,  receive  careful  consideration  from 
Her  Majesty's  Government. 

DOMINION     OF   CANADA— IMPORT 
DUTIES  ON  IRON. 

Loud  CLAUD  HAMILTON  (Liver- 
pool, West  Derby)  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  Whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  received  any  official 
information  in  regard  to  the  proposals, 
as  reported  by  cable,  of  the  Dominion 
Government  to  increase  the  import  duties 
on  pig  iron  by  100  per  cent,  on  bar  iron 


by  150  per  cent,  and  on  puddled  bars 
by  350  per  cent ;  and,  if  these  reports 
are  correet,  wheUier  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment will  use  their  good  offices  with 
the  Dominion  Government  to  procure 
a  modification  of  proposals,  which,  if 
carried  into  eflFect,  would  prove  highly 
detrimental  to  the  iron  trade  of  this 
country? 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminister) :  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  not  received 
any  official  information  in  regard  to  any 
such  proposals  as  these  mentioned  by 
my  noble  Friend ;  but  the  Government 
would  not  be  justified  in  making  any 
official  representation  on  the  subject  to 
the  Government  of  the  Dominion,  even 
if  such  information  had  been  received. 
Any  representations  should  be  addressed 
to  the  Dominion  Government  by  parties 
who  may  be  affected  by  the  fiscal  policy 
of  Canada. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mb.  JOHN  MORLEY  (Newcastle-on- 
Tyne)  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury, What  business  the  Government 
intended  to  take  on  Monday  and  Tues- 
day, and  on  Monday  the  6th  June  ? 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Shith)  (Strand,  Westminister) :  The 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland) 
Bill  will  be  proceeded  with  on  Monday. 
I  will  on  Monday  state  what  Business 
will  be  taken  on  June  6.  On  Tuesday 
there  will  be  the  usual  Motion  for 
Adjournment,  and  perhaps  one  or  two 
small  measures. 

PUBLIC  MEETINGS  (IRELAND)~PRO. 
CLAMATION  OF  THE  DUNGANNON 
MEETING. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  a  Question  of 
which  I  gave  him  Notice  yesterday,  but 
which  I  was  not  in  my  place  to  ask. 
The  Question  is  this — Whether  the  Go- 
vernment have  proclaimed  the  anti- 
coercion  meeting  at  Dungannon ;  and,  if 
so,  on  what  grounds ;  and  perhaps  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  stating  to  the  House,  as  he 
promised  to  do,  what  the  policy  of  the 
Government  in  Ireland  is  to  be  in  refer- 
ence to  anti-coercion  meetings  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr.  A.  J, 
Balfour)  (Manchester,  E.):  With  re- 
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gard  to  the  meeting  at  Dungannon,  it 
has  been  proolaimed.  The  ground  for 
the  Proclamation  is  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  those  responsible  for  the  peace  of  the 
district,  the  meeting  could  not  be  held 
without  endangering  the  public  safety. 
The  reasons  for  that  opinion  will  not 
surprise  hon.  Gentlemen,  and  it  is  that 
party  feeling  runs  very  high  in  the  dis- 
trict. It  was  found  that  even  if  the 
second  meeting  were  prohibited,  the 
chance  of  disturbance  would  have  been 
very  great,  as  those  who  had  intended 
to  hold  the  second  meeting  would  have 
attended  the  first  meeting,  with  the 
probable  result  of  great  disturbance  and 
loss  of  life.  Under  the  circumstances, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  local  magis- 
trates did  their  duty  in  proclaiming  both 
meetings. 

Mr.  DILLON :  The  Chief  Secretary 
promised,  the  other  day,  that  the  whole 
of  this  subject  would  be  taken  into  the 
serious  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  I  would  ask  him  a  further 
Question  on  this  matter — Whether,  in 
the  first  place,  it  is  not  now  the  delibe- 
rate and  avowed  policy  in  the  Province 
of  Ulster  to  call  rival  meetings  in  every 
instance  where  an  anti-coercion  meeting 
is  called;  whether,  Sir,  that  policy 
was  not  previously  adopted  and  put 
down  by  force  by  Earl  Spencer;  and, 
whether  the  Irish  Government  will 
not  follow  the  policy  adopted  by  Earl 
Spencer  under  precisely  similar  circum- 
stances ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  The  Govern- 
ment  propose  to  take  any  measures  they 
think  desirable  and  necessary  to  pre- 
serve the  public  peace ;  but  I  am  per- 
fectly ready  to  give  a  pledge  that  I  will 
do  what  I  can  tx>  frustrate  any  intention 
on  the  part  of  any  party,  whatever  that 
party  may  be,  in  Ireland,  to  stop  the 
right  of  public  meeting  by  calling  bog^s 
meetings  at  the  same  place  and  on  the 
same  day. 

Mr.  STOREY  (Sunderland):  I  am 
very  thankful  to  hear  this  declaration 
by  the  Chief  Secretary.  Will  he  show 
us  that  ho  means  it  in  this  very  case 
at  Dungannon  by  permitting  the  first 
meeting  ? 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  !  The 
hon.  Gentleman  is  not  asking  a  Ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  STOREY:  Excuse  me,  I  am 
asking  a  Question. 

J/r.  A,  J,  Balfour 


Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
inan  is  arguing  the  Question. 

Mr.  STOREY:  I  will  ask  this  Ques- 
tion. Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
in  the  case  of  Dungannon,  or  in  the 
next  similar  case,  allow  the  first  meet- 
ing and  prohibit  the  second,  and  put 
down  the  men  who  interfere  with  the 
first? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir ;  in 
any  case  similar  to  Dungannon  I  should 
act  exactly  as  I  have  acted  in  that  case. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  must  allow  me  to  follow 
the  example  of  Earl  Spencer  in  reserving 
full  discretion  to  the  Government.  I 
have  stated  the  general  lines  of  policy 
that  we  shall  pursue ;  and  I  think  hon. 
Gentlemen  must  allow  me  to  act  on  my 
own  judgment. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that 
in  the  case  of  the  very  Dungannon 
meeting  in  1884  Earl  Spencer  aJlowed 
the  Nationalist  meeting  to  be  held,  al- 
though a  rival  meeting  was  held  and 
addressed  by  Colonel  King-Harman, 
who  expressed  his  regret  that  the  Na- 
tionalist meeting  was  protected  and  al- 
lowed to  be  held  by  Earl  Spencer  ?  I 
wish  to  ask  him  whether  the  Orange 
meeting  attended  by  Colonel  King- 
Harman,  and  the  Nationalist  meeting 
addressed  by  myself  and  others,  went 
off  without  any  breach  of  the  peace 
whatever  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  If  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  is  anxious  to 
know  what  happened  in  1884,  and  will 
give  me  Notice  of  the  Question,  either  I 
or  the  Under  Secretary  will  answer  it. 
With  regard  to  the  inference  he  draws 
from  the  statement  he  makes^  I  must 
inform  him  that  each  case  must  be  con- 
sidered on  its  own  merits ;  and  the  fact 
that  a  certain  policy  was  right  in  1884 
is  no  proof,  or  even  a  presumption,  that 
it  is  right  in  1887. 

WAR  OFFICE  -  ORDNANCE  DEPART- 
MENT—REPORT OF  THE  COMMIS- 
SION. 

In  reply  to  Sir  Walter  B.  Baettelot 

(Sussex,  N.W.), 

The  secretary  op  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire^ 
Horncastle)  said,  the  Report  of  the 
Commission  would,  in  all  probability,  be 
circulated  oa  Monday  next. 
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PARLIAMENT  —  THE   NEW  RULES   OF 
PROCEDURE   (1882)  —  RULE    2.  —  AD- 
JOURNMENT OP  THE  HOUSE. 
ANNEXATIONS  IN  ZULULAND. 

MOTION  FOB  ADJOXrBNHEirr. 

Mr.  LABOUCHEEE,  Member  for 
Northampton,  rose  in  his  place  and 
asked  leave  to  move  the  Adjournment 
of  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
ouBsing  a  definite  matter  of  urgent  pub- 
lic importance — namely,  the  recent  An- 
nexation of  portions  of  the  Zulu  territory, 
without  the  consent  or  knowledge  of  this 
House. 

The  pleasure  of  the  House  not  having 
been  signified — 

Mb.  speaker  called  on  those  Mem- 
bers who  supported  the  Motion  to  rise  in 
their  places,  and  not  less  than  40  Mem- 
bers haying  accordingly  risen  : — 

Mb.  LABOXJOHERE  said,  he  was  not 
surprised  that  so  large  a  number  of 
Members  approved  the  course  he  had 
taken,  because  no  man  of  independent 
mind  could  deny  that  this  was  a  matter 
of  urgent  public  importance,  and  because 
the  news  of  this  annexation  had  come 
upon  the  public  unofficially  through  the 
newspapers,  and  with  great  suddenness 
and  surprise,  When  he  asked  for  a  day 
to  consider  the  subject,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  stated  that  the 
Zulu  Question  might  be  discussed  on  the 
Colonial  Estimates.  But  as  the  Govern- 
ment already  had  Supply  to  take  them 
to  July,  he  did  not  know  when  that  could 
be,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  might 
as  well  have  offered  them  the  Ides  of 
March ;  and  even  when  they  had  the 
opportunity  the  subject  could  only  be 
raised  by  moving  the  reduction  of  the 
salary  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies. 
Besides  which  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees would  probably  rule  out  of  Order 
a  full  discussion  of  the  Question.  He 
was,  therefore,  justified  in  bringing  for- 
ward the  Question  at  once  and  in  the 
manner  he  had  done.  It  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  our  policy  in  South  Africa 
had  for  many  years  been  a  most  costly 
one.  The  wars  that  took  place  before 
the  Transvaal  difficulty  arose  had  cost 
this  country  from  £25,000,000  to 
£30,000,000  sterling,  on  which  we  had 


still  to  pay  a  large  sum  annually  for  in- 
terest. Since  then  the  Transvaal  and 
Zulu  Wars  and  annexation  had  entailed 
apublic  exppnditure  of  some  £  12,000,000 
more.  With  reference  to  our  relations 
with  South  Africa,  and  with  Zululand  in 
particular,  from  1877  to  the  present  year, 
he  might  remark  that  by  the  Zulu  War 
and  the  measures  by  which  it  was  im- 
mediately succeeded,  we  reduced  a  once 
flourishing  nation  to  a  state  of  almost 
absolute  anarchy,  and  brought  the  people 
to  a  condition  of  starvation.  Zebebu  was  a 
rival  chief  of  Cetewayo.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  City  of  Lon- 
don (Sir  Robert  Fowler)  laughs. 

SiE  ROBERT  FOWLER  (London): 
That  is  not  the  way  to  pronounce  the 
name. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  said,  he  did  not 
pretend  to  pronounce  these  names  cor- 
rectly. He  was  not  an  Alderman  of  the 
City  of  London.  His  name  was  spelt 
Z-e-b-e-b-u,  and  he  called  that  Zeb-ee- 
boo.  Cetewayo  was  destroyed  by  Ze- 
bebu, who  became  master  of  Zululand. 
They  were  told  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  that  Zulu- 
land  had  been  practically  annexed  since 
1879.  But,  if  so,  why  was  it  that  we 
had  simply  acted  as  arbitrators  between 
the  Zulus  and  the  Boers  in  settling  the 
frontier  line  of  the  new  Republic  ?  That 
did  not  look  like  an  act  of  sovereignty. 
The  real  condition  of  things  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  year  was  that 
one-third  of  Zululand  belonged  to  us, 
about  one-half  of  it  was  independent, 
and  the  rest  of  it  had  become  the  new 
Boer  Republic.  All  that  could  be  ga- 
thered of  what  had  transpired  since  then 
was  only  to  be  found  in  the  vague  state- 
ments of  newspaper  correspondents,  and  in 
an  answer  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  given 
on  Tuesday  last,  in  which  he  gave  an  ac- 
eount  of  how  this  annexation  took  place. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  on 
the  8th  of  February  the  chiefs  were  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Osbom  that  British  pro- 
tection, carrying  with  it  the  supreme 
authority  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
was  to  be  extended  to  Eastern  Zululand. 
Four  days  later,  that  was  on  the  12th  of 
February,  he  telegraphed  for  information 
as  to  the  feeling  of  the  Zulus  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  received  an  answer  on  the  14th, 
giving  it  as  Mr.  Osbom's  opinion  that 
the  majority  of  the  chiefs  would  gladly 
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accede.  On  the  15tli  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  be  rcoiived  a  tele- 
gram to  the  same  effect  from  Sir 
Arthur  Havelock.  Now,  this  only  began 
on  the  8th  of  February,  and  by  the  16th 
Her  Majesty's  Government  had  decided 
to  carry  out  this  annexation.  He  did 
not  know  whether  it  was  sprung  upon 
the  Zulus ;  but  it  seems  to  have  been 
sprung  upon  Her  Majesty's  Government 
by  Mr.  Osborn,  and  still  more  had  it 
been  sprung  upon  the  House  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  Speaking  last 
night  at  a  banquet  given  to  Mr.  John 
BobinsoD,  Lord  Onslow  had  said  that 
the  annexation  was  necessary  to  secure 
peace  and  quiet  on  the  Northern  Fron- 
tier of  Natal,  to  prevent  internecine 
war,  by  regulating  the  relations  of  the 
Boers  with  the  Zulus,  and  to  preserve 
the  existence  of  the  latter  people.  That 
was  but  the  ordinary  trash  put  forward 
by  every  Government  that  effected  an 
annexation.  The  Conservatives  in  this 
respect  were  worse  than  the  Liberals, 
but  the  Liberals  were  bad  enough.  But 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
for  State  perceived  that  a  little  more 
than  that  would  be  required  by  the 
House  to  explain  this  extraordinary  an- 
nexation of  territory.  He  therefore  told 
the  House,  in  answer  to  a  Question, 
that  the  Zulus  came  under  the  perma- 
nent authority  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment at  the  end  of  the  war  of  1879.  He 
could  not  understand  what  was  meant 
by  the  word  **  permanent."  It  was  true 
that  we  occupied  the  country  with  troops, 
but  afterwards  withdrew  and  put  up  in- 
dependent kinglets.  It  would  be  re- 
membered that  in  1 880  the  Natal  Go- 
vernment was  very  anxious  for  the 
annexation,  and  there  was  a  minute  of 
Lord  Wolseley's  protesting  against  it. 
There  was  another  point.  Was  this  new 
Republic  part  of  the  British  Empire? 
The  Government  did  not  in  any  way 
interfere  when  the  Boers  sought  to 
establish  their  new  Eepublic.  Instead 
of  stepping  in  and  saying — **  How  has 
this  been  done?"  they  stepped  in  as 
arbitrators,  and  assisted  in  settling  the 
frontier.  The  fact  had  to  be  faced  that 
suddenly  a  huge  territory  as  large  as 
Ireland — [An  hon.  Member:  Not  so 
large.]— well,  say  half  as  large — had 
been  annexed,  while  Parliament  had 
had  no  information,  and  there  had 
been  no  discussion.  They  had  had 
a    very    great   experience   of  annexa- 
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tion  in  South  Africa  and  elsewhere  on 
the  part  of  the  Conservatives.  They 
wanted  to  draw  a  trail  over  their  con- 
duct in  Great  Britain  by  some  swagger 
abroad,  so  that  they  might  say — **  Look 
what  a  Government  we  are— we  have 
increased  the  area  of  the  British  Em- 
pire." As  he  had  said,  there  was  no 
information  on  the  subject  forthcoming, 
and  there  had  been  no  discussion,  and 
they  were  told  that  perhaps  there  would 
be  an  opportunity  of  discussing  it  on 
the  Colonial  Estimates  whenever  they 
might  come  on.  It  was  said  in  support 
of  the  annexation  that  it  would  prove 
a  very  remunerative  speculation.  The 
same  thing  was  said  of  the  annexation 
of  Burmah.  It  was  not  known  what 
Burmah  had  cost  at  present;  but  it 
must  be  a  very  wealthy  country  if  it 
could  afford  an  equivalent  to  that  Bill. 
In  all  probability  the  Zulus  hated  us, 
and  they  would  be  very  silly  if  they  did 
not ;  for  we  had  been  a  persistent  curse 
to  the  country.  The  probability  was  that 
just  as  the  Zulus  objected  to  the  Boers 
taking  their  country,  so  they  objected  to 
us  doing  the  same,  and  anyone  who  went 
into  their  country  to  make  war  upon 
them  or  annex  them  was  their  enemy, 
and  justly  so.  In  fact,  they  wanted  to 
be  independent  both  of  Boers  and  Eng- 
lishmen. If  Zululand  were  taken,  Ton- 
galand  must  also  be  taken.  That  was  a 
very  rich  country,  and  he  already  saw  a 
greedy  look  in  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's eye.  But  if  we  annexed  the  ter- 
ritory, what  should  we  do  with  Amaton- 
galand  ?  and  when  we  had  swallowed 
up  Zululand  and  Amatongaland,  what 
should  we  do  with  Swaziland  ?  He  was 
perfectly  certain  that  if  we  got  med- 
dling with  Swaziland  we  should  get 
into  difficulties.  In  Africa  they  were 
reverting  to  the  g^and  scheme  of 
Lord  Salisbury;  they  wanted  annexa- 
tion to  this  country,  and  they  wanted 
unity,  as  it  was  called.  He  was  not 
surprised  that  the  English  merchants 
connected  with  Southern  Africa  should 
be  in  favour  of  this  annexation ;  they 
were  always  wanting  this  country  to  do 
something  which  would  end  in  war,  in 
order  that  a  portion  of  the  money  should 
go  into  their  pockets.  They  made  their 
livings  out  of  our  small  wars,  and  the 
very  fact  of  their  being  in  favour  of  the 
annexation  was  the  best  reason  why  they 
should  be  against  it.  He  was  opposed 
to  all  these  Tory  annexations.    The  Go- 
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Tornment  professed  to  have  shaken  off 
their  Jingo  policy.     Ho  believed  they 
were  Jingoes  still,   and  would  remain 
Jingoes  to  the  end  of  the  chapter.    He 
had  moved  the  adjournment  as  a  pro- 
test against  this   annexation.     He  be- 
lieved a  large  number  of  hon.  Members 
were  of  opinion  that  our  policy  in  South 
Africa  had  been  not  only  a  most  expen- 
sive one,  but  a  most  injurious  one  to  the 
honour  of  the  country.     We  were,  with- 
out exception,  the  greatest  robbers  and 
marauders  in  regard  to  these  annexa- 
tions that  had  ever  existed  upon  the  face 
of  the  globe.    If  Bussia  tooK  some  little 
territory  for  the  benefit  of  their  frontier 
we  said  it  was  scandalous  on  the  part  of 
Bossia.     We    were   worse  than  other 
countries,  because  we  were  hypocrites 
also,  for  we  plundered  and  always  pre- 
tended that  we  did  so  for  other  people's 
good.      Slave-owners    said    they    took 
slaves  from  Africa  for  their  benefit ;  but 
whether  this  annexation  proved  bene- 
ficial to  the  Zulus  or  not,  he  was  certain 
it  woald  be  by  no  means  beneficial  to 
the  British  taxpayers,  and,  therefore,  he 
thought  they  ought  to  protest  from  the 
very  first  against  the  Government  re- 
oonunencing  that  career  of  crime  and 
annexation  which  distinguished  them  in 
1878.     He    knew    that    in    protesting 
against  this  annexation  thoy  would  be 
told  that    they  were    obstructionists — 
[CVwf  f/  «  Hear,  hear !  "]    He  thought 
10.    Hon.  Members  opposite  had  such 
confidence  in    Her  Majesty's   Govern- 
ment as  to  allow  them  to  do  whatever 
they  pleased  without  let,  hindrance,  or 
explanation.      He  perfectly  understood 
their  desiro  to   coerce  Ireland,  but  Ire- 
land was  not  the  only  part  of  the  British 
Empire.     Hon.  Members  on  the  Opposi* 
tion  side,  on  the  other  hand,  thought 
that  on  the  present  occasion  they  ought 
to  take  advantage  of  the  Eulo  which 
allowed  them  to  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  House,  in  order  that  the  Minister 
might  give  some  cloar  and  definite  ex- 
planation of  what  had  been  done. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  ihis  House  do  now  adjourn." — 
(JUr.  Lahouehere,) 

The  SECKETAET  of  STATE  for 
THB  OOIiONIES  (Sir  Henry  Holland) 
(Hampstead)  said,  he  would  in  the  first 
place  enter  a  protest,  which  the  hon. 
ICeoiber  evidently  expected  would  be 
OBtandy    and  which    he   (Sir   Henry 


Holland)  thought  might  most  justly  be 
entered  against  the  course  which  the 
hon.  Member  had  taken.  He  protested 
against  this  Motion  for  adjournment 
being  made  during  the  discussion  of  the 
Irish  Criminal  Procedure  Bill,  and  solely 
for  the  purpose  of  delaying  the  discus- 
sion on  that  Bill.  Entertainiug  that  view, 
he  should  endeavour,  as  shortly  as  pos- 
sible, to  answer  the  argument  put  for- 
ward by  the  hon.  Member.  In  the  first 
place,  he  must  remark  that  when  the 
hon.  Gentleman  said  this  matter  had 
been  sprung  upon  the  House,  he  must 
have  carefully  refrained  from  reading 
the  Blue  Book  which  was  presented  not 
long  ago,  and  in  which  the  question  of 
the  protection  of  Zululand  and  of  its 
annexation  was  raised  over  and  over 
again.  To  understand  this  question 
properly  it  was  necessary  to  go  back  to 
the  end  of  the  war  of  1879.  At  that 
time,  Zululand  came  imder  the  para« 
mount  authority  of  Her  Majesty.  She 
might,  without  doubt,  have  exercised 
that  authority,  and  annexed  the  whole 
territory.  That  authority,  although 
not  fully  exercised  by  us,  had  always 
existed,  and  had  been  fully  recognized 
over  and  over  again  by  the  Zulus.  It 
was  recognized  when  we  parcelled  out 
Zululand  among  the  Chiefs,  and  again 
when  Cetewayo  was  restored.  The 
conditions  which  specified  that  para- 
mount authority  were  read  out  publicly 
when  Cetewayo  was  restored  to  his 
monarchy.  Cetewayo,  ill-advised  and 
ill- counselled,  broke  his  pledges  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  fought  Usibebu, 
was  defeated  and  died.  His  son  Dini- 
zulu  and  the  Usutu  Chiefs  then,  in  1884, 
called  in  the  Boers  to  assist  them 
against  Usibebu,  and  by  the  agreement 
of  August,  1884,  the  Zulus  practically 
ceded  4,234  square  miles  of  country  to 
the  Boers,  being  a  larger  portion  of  land 
than  is  now  recognized  as  the  New  He- 
public.  Afterwards,  the  Chiefs  became 
alarmed  at  the  rapid  encroachment  of 
the  Boers,  which  threatened  their  entire 
absorption,  and  they  appealed  to  Her 
Majesty  as  the  paramount  authority  to 
defend  them.  He  would  not  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House  by  reading  the 
passages,  but  would  refer  them  to  pagt  s 
74  and  92  of  [C.  4,645.]  There  were 
interviews  with  Sir  Arthur  Havelock  in 
March  and  May,  1886,  when  in  answer 
to  appeals  to  save  them  from  utter  ruin 
the  Chiefs  were  told  that4t  was  not  pos- 
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Bible  to  withhold  recognition  of  the  New 
BepubliCy  but  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, although  it  was  impossible  to 
save  all,  or  nearly  all,  for  them,  would 
endeavour  to  save  as  much  they  could. 
They  then  expressed  their  thanks,  and 
said  that,  if  the  Government  would  take 
charge  of  them  they  would  be  taken  care 
of,  and  freed  from  their  troubles.  The 
New  Bepublic  was  recognized  by  Lord 
Granville  in  March,  1886,  and  Sir 
Arthur  Havelock  was  then  authorized 
to  negotiate  for  a  demarcation  of  bound- 
ary between  the  Bepublic  and  Eastern 
Zululand.  He  (Sir  Henry  Holland) 
found  no  fault  with  that  policy  of  the 
late  Government.  On  the  contrary,  he 
was  inclined  to  think  that  it  was  the  best 
policy  in  the  interest  of  the  Zulus. 
After  some  troublesome  negotiations 
and  troubles  an  agreement  was  signed  on 
22nd  October,  1886,  by  which  Commis- 
sioners were  to  be  appointed  to  settle  the 
Boundiiry.  The  Commission  was  com- 
posed of  English,  Boer,  and  Zulu  Com- 
missioners ;  but  ihe  latter  did  not  attend. 
His  presence  might  have  been  useful, 
but  it  was  clearly  not  indispensable,  as 
the  Zulus  had  placed  themselves  in  our 
hands.  The  demarcation  was  completed 
on  the  25th  of  January,  1 887,  and  al- 
though there  was  no  doubt  that  some 
of  the  Zulu  Chiefs  had  protested  against 
the  boundary  agreed  upon  with  the 
Boers,  the  ground  of  their  protest  was 
cut  away  from  their  feet  by  the  fact 
that  they  had  themselves  invited  in  the 
Boers,  and  given  them  a  much  larger 
piece  of  territory  than  they  had  under 
this  agreement  and  demarcation ;  and, 
also,  because  they  had  placed  them- 
selves unreservedly  in  the  hands  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  agreed 
to  abide  by  what  we  did  for  them. 
Nor  was  there,  in  truth,  any  ground  for 
complaint  or  protest.  British  Zululand 
will  contain  about  8,220  square  miles — 
the  Beserve  Territory  containing  about 
2,567  square  miles,  and  Eastern  Zulu- 
land  6,653  square  miles— and  this  is 
irrespective  of  the  St.  Lucia  hake  dis- 
trict, about  680  square  miles.  The  area 
of  the  New  Bepublic  is  2,854  square 
miles,  not  much  more  than  one- fourth 
of  the  total  area.  Again,  by  the  agree- 
ment of  August,  1884,  the  Zulus  had 
practically  ceded  to  the  Boers  some 
4,234  square  miles,  and,  therefore,  the 
difference  of  1,380  square  miles  had 
been  secured  to  the  Zulus  by  the  inter- 
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vention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
On  the  8th  February,  1887,  Mr.  Oabora 
informed  the  Zulus  that  protection, 
carrying  with  it  the  supreme  authority  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  was  to  be 
extended  to  Eastern  Zululand,  *'and 
Chiefs  and  people  therein."  The  ques- 
tion of  protecting  or  annexing  Zululand 
had  for  some  time  occupied  the  attention 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government ;  and  as 
far  back  as  September,  1886,  Mr.  Stan- 
hope had  informed  Sir  Arthur  Havelock 
that  the  question  of  a  general  protec- 
torate over  Zululand  was  reserved  for 
consideration,  and  called  upon  him  for 
his  views  on  the  proposal  contained  in 
his  recent  despatches  for  annexing  that 
country  to  Natal.  He  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  telegraphed  to  Sir  Arthur 
Havelock  on  the  12  th  February  to  learn 
what  was  the  then  attitude  of  the  Zulus, 
and  whether  there  was  any  more  general 
favourable  feeling  towards  British  pro- 
tection. On  the  14th  he  received  a 
telegram  in  reply  stating  as  follows : — 

**  Views  as  to  general  favourable  feelings  of 
Zulus  strengthened  by  subsequent  information 
received.  Cardew  recently  returned  from 
Zululand  expresses  opinion  that  people  are  pre- 
pared to  accept  British  Gh)yemment.  Osbora 
says  only  obstacle  is  opposition  of  Ndabuko, 
other  Chiefs  do  not  offer  any  opposition  to ; 
thinks  that  majority,  inclusive  of  Umnyamana, 
will  gladly  accede.  People  will  be  specially 
glad  of  British  rule." 

And  again  on  the  14th  February  he 
received  another  telegram  containing 
the  following  words : — 

"  Announcement  received  favourably  by 
Umnyamana,  who  promised  to  send  informa- 
tion to  all  headsmen  thereof.  Dinuznlu  and 
Undabuko  did  not  reply." 

Then  on  the  15th  he  received  another 
telegram,  which  showed  that  Dinuzulu, 
Undabuko,  and  other  Chiefs  had  giTexi 
a  favourable  answer.  In  these  circum* 
stances  he  approved  of  Mr.  Osbom's 
action,  but  that  approval  was  not  given 
until  it  appeared  from  those  best  quali- 
fied to  offer  an  opinion,  that  the  Chiefa 
and  people  assented  to  British  rule. 
The  only  point  that  then  remained  for 
the  decision  of  the  Government  was 
whether  we  should  exercise  sovereignty 
and  annex  Zululand  or  only  establish  a 
protectorate.  Both  Sir  Arthur  Havelock 
and  Mr.  Osborn  strongly  advocated  an- 
nexation, and  there  were  strong  and 
weighty  reasons  for  annexation  as 
against  a  protectorate.  Under  a  pro- 
tectorate Her  Majesty  had  no  power  of 
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legislation,  and  the    Goyemment    had 
been  advised  that  she  could  not,  under 
the  Foreign  Jurisdiction  Acts,  1843  to 
1878 — which  define  Her   authority   in 
foreign  countries — obtain  legal  jurisdic- 
tion over  foreigners  without  the  consent 
of    their    Oovernments,    although  she 
might    establish    Courts    for    her  own 
subjects,  and,  if   so    conceded   by  the 
authorities  of  the  country,  over  persons 
actually    subject    to    Her    protection. 
Again,  in  a  protectorate  Her  Majesty 
could  not  issue  titles  to  land,  a  matter 
oi  importance  in  Zululand,  where  in- 
dividual   ownership  is   practically  un- 
known.    These  difficulties  were  all  felt 
in    Bechuaoaland.     There    we    began 
with  a  protectorate,  and  it  broke  down 
as  soon  as  ever  Europeans  of  different 
nationalities  came  into  the  country,  and 
like  difficulties  had  been  experienced  in 
governing  the  Heserve  as  a  protectorate. 
He  believed  the  Government  acted  wisely 
in  abandoning  a  protectorate  in  favour 
of  annexation.     The  situation,  from  a 
financial  point  of  view,  was  satisfactory. 
He  had  already  shown,  in  an  answer  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  Caithness,  that  the 
management  of  the  Eeserye  under  Sir 
Arthur  Havelock  had  been  most  suc- 
cessful; £1,500  out  of  £6,000  advanced 
out  of  the  Imperial  Treasury  had  been 
repaid,  and  Sir  Arthur  Havelock  had  a 
cash  balance  of  £6,736.    The  Eevenue 
of  the  Reserve  for  the  current  year  was 
estimated  at  about  £11,980,  and  the  ex- 
penditure at  £9,748,  so  that  there  would 
be  a  balance  of  .about  £2,200,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Heserve  balance  of  £6,736. 
The  increase  in  the  cost  of  the  adminis- 
tration of    Zululand  was  calculated  at 
about  £6,000  a-year,  and  about  £5,000 
would  be  due  this  year.    Looking  to  the 
disturbed    state    of    the    country,    the 
struggles  through  which  the  Zulus  had 
been  going,  and  their  impoverished  con- 
dition, it  had  not  been  thought  wise  to 
levy  a  Native  Hut  Tax  this  year.    It 
was  proposed  to  take  £5,000  from  the 
balance  of  the  Beserve  and  apply  it  to 
the  purposes   of    the  Government.     It 
was  calculated  that  in  future  years  Hut 
Taxes,  licenses,  and   imposts,  such  as 
were  levied  in  the  Heserve,  would  cover 
the   expenses    of  administration.     He 
felt  that  he  had  not  done  justice  to  the 
case,  because  he  thought  the  quebtion 
ought  not  to  have  been  brought  on  now, 
and  he  bad,  therefore,  contented  himself 
with  simply  8tatingthev!ow  of  tho  Govern- 


ment and  the  grounds  for  their  decision. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  had  been 
throughout  actuated  by  a  desire  to  do  the 
best  for  the  Zulus,  and  to  maintain  not 
only  their  liberty,  but  as  large  a  part  as 
possible  of  their  territory.  The  task  had 
oeen  full  of  difficulty,  and  he  could  not 
close  his  remarks  without  bearing  testi- 
mony to  the  zeal,  ability,  and  judgment 
displayed  by  Sir  Arthur  Havelock  and 
Mr.  Osborn  in  dealing  with  these  difficult 
questions. 

Sib  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &o.)  said,  he  entirely  agreed  with 
the  action  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  (Mr.  Labouchere)in  briog- 
ing  this  matter  forward,  and  in  his 
statement  of  facts,  but  he  did  not  agree 
with  the  conclusion  at  which  he  had 
arrived.  If  we  had  to  begin  all  over 
again  it  would  be  better  to  have  nothing 
to  do  with  Zululand.  We  committed  a 
blunder  and  a  crime  in  taking  Zululand. 
But  we  had  done  these  unfortunate  per- 
sons so  much  injury  that  we  were  bound 
to  do  something  for  them.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  had  greatly 
exaggerated  the  geographical  aspect  of 
the  question.  The  whole  of  Zululand  was 
only  about  one-quarter  of  the  area 
of  Ireland.  Whatever  happened,  he 
earnestly  hoped  that  the  country  would 
not  be  treated  like  Basutoland,  and 
handed  over  to  Natal.  The  Zulus  had  a 
great  deal  to  complain  of  in  our  having 
allowed  the  Boers  to  take  part  of  their 
territory.  The  Boers  were  called  in  by 
discontented  Zulus  because  they  wanted 
to  get  possession  of  lands  which  did  not 
belong  to  them.  Haying  done  them  this 
wrong,  it  was  the  more  incumbent  on  us 
not  to  hand  the  Zulus  over  to  the  ten- 
der mercies  of  the  oligarchy  in  Natal. 
He  would  approve  of  the  action  of  the 
Government  if  it  would  lead  to  a  bond 
fide  protectorate  of  the  natives ;  but 
what  he  feared  and  apprehended  was 
that  the  country  would  at  a  later  period 
be  handed  over  to  Natal,  which  would 
be  a  most  objectionable  step,  and  it  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  contemplated  as 
possible  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies.  He 
again  said,  that  if  the  Government  would 
give  them  some  pledge  that  they  meant 
to  administer  this  territory,  and  not  leave 
it  to  a  few  Europeans  in  South  Africa, 
then  he  thought  the  right  thing  had 
been  done.  If  not,  he  believed  an  in- 
justice would  be  done. 


535 


Annexations 


{COMMONS} 


in  Zutulani, 


536 


Mb.  OSBOENE  MORGAN  (Den- 
bighshire, E.)  said,  that  his  hon.  Friend 
(Ii&.  Labouchere)  had  not  adopted  a 
very  conyenient  mode  of  bringing  that 
important  question  before  the  House; 
but,  seeing  how  few  opportunities  the 
Session  presented  for  doing  so,  he  (Mr. 
Osborne  Morgan)  could  hardly  blame 
him  for  the  course  he  had  taken.  As  he 
had  been  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colony  while  the  negotiations  which 
culminated  in  this  settlement  were 
going  on,  he  should  be  glad  to  be 
allowed  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
subject.  It  was  but  fair  to  his  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  to 
say  that  he  had  to  make  the  best  of  a 
bad  business.  They  must  bear  in  mind 
that  the  Zulus,  though  a  yery  braye 
people  by  nature,  and  once  possessed  of 
a  splen^d  military  organization,  had 
like  most  semi-sayage  nations,  utterly 
collapsed  when  conquered.  They  had 
lost  not  only  their  spirit  of  independence 
and  self-reliance,  but  their  yery  sense 
of  nationality.  He  referred  shortly  to 
the  eyents  which  had  followed  on  the 
Zulu  War,  to  which  all  the  eyils  of  the 
country  were  to  be  traced,  and  especi- 
ally to  the  agreement  of  August,  1884, 
under  which  the  Zulu  Chiefs  had  prac- 
tically ceded  to  the  Boers  nearly  the 
whole  of  their  territory.  The  existence 
of  that  agreement  made  it  impossible  for 
Lord  Granyille — whose  yiews  would  be 
found  expressed  in  the  despatch  of  March 
11, 1885 — altogether  to  ignore  the  claims 
of  the  Boers.  The  present  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  had,  in  fact,  taken 
up  the  negotiations  for  a  settlement  of 
the  question  "where  the  late  Goyernment 
left  them,  and  after  listening  attentiyely 
to  the  explanation  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  he  (Mr.  Osborne  Morgan) 
could  not  say  that  his  statement  was  un- 
satisfactory. The  settlement  was,  on  the 
whole,  more  favourable  to  the  Zulus 
than  had  been  anticipated ;  nor  could  it 
be  said  that  it  had  been  sprung  upon 
them.  He  was  as  much  opposed  to  an- 
nexation as  anyone ;  but,  unfortunately, 
we  had  got  ourselves  so  entangled  in 
this  matter  that  we  must  either  throw 
the  Zulus  over  entirely,  in  which  case 
they  would  be  *  *  eaten  up  "  by  the  Boers — 
who  were  a  most  voracious  race — or  we 
must  take  them  in  some  way  or  other 
under  our  charge.  Of  the  two,  he  pre- 
ferred an  annexation  to  a  protectorate, 


which  meant  responsibility  without  con- 
trol. The  really  important  question 
was  would  this  arrangement  last  ?  He 
was  not  afraid  of  the  Zulus,  who  were 
utterly  broken  and  dispirited ;  but  he 
did  fear  the  Boers,  and  he  could  only 
approve  the  settlement  upon  the  under- 
standing that  every  care  would  be  taken 
to  secure  their  loyal  and  scrupulous  ob- 
servance of  the  Treaty. 

Dr.  CuLKK  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith 
rose  at  the  same  time  to  address  the 
House 

Mr.  speaker  called  upon  Mr.  W. 
H.  Smith 

Me.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  claim.  Sir,  to 
move  that  the  Question  be  now  put. 
[Loud  cries  of  assent  and  dissent.] 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
Question  is  that  the  Question  be  now 
put. 

Question  put  accordingly,  ^*  That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

The  House  divided  .-—Ajes  278  ;  Noes 
156:  Majority  122. 

AYES. 


Agg-Gkurdner,  J.  T. 
Ainslie,  W.  G. 
AUflopp,  hon.  G. 
Amherst,  W.  A.  T. 
Anstruther,  Colonel  R. 

H.  L. 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Ashmead-Bartlett,  E. 
Atkinson,  H.  J. 
Baden-Powell,  G.  S. 
Ba^gallay,  E. 
Bailey,  Sir  J.  R. 
Baird,  J.  G.  A. 
Balfour,  rt.  hon.  A.  J. 
Banes,  Major  G.  E. 
Baring,  Viscount 
Bartley,  G.  C.  T. 
Barttelot,  Sir  W.  B. 
Bates,  Sir  E. 
Baumann,  A.  A. 
Beach,  W.  W.  B. 
Beadel,  W.  J. 
Beckett,  E.  W. 
Beckett,  W. 
Bective,  Earl  of 
Bentinck,  rt.  hn.  G.  C. 
Bentinck,  W.  G.  C. 
Bethell,     Commander 

G.B. 
Bickford-Smith,  W. 
Biddulph,  M. 
Bigwood,  J. 
Birkbeck,  Sir  E. 
Blundell,    Colonel  H. 

B.H. 
Bond,  G.  H. 
Bonsor,  H.  C.  O. 
Boord,  T.  W. 


Bridgeman,  Col.  hon. 

P.O. 
Bristowe,  T.  L. 
Brodrick,  hon.  W.  St. 

J.  F. 
Brookfield,  A.  M. 
Brooks,  Sir  W.  C. 
Brown,  A.  H. 
Burdett-Coutta,  W.  L. 

Ash.-B. 
Burghley,  Lord 
Caine,  W.  S. 
Caldwell,  J. 
Campbell,  J.  A. 
Campbell.  R.  F.  F. 
Chamberlain,  rt.  hn.  J. 
Chaplin,  right  hon.  H. 
Charrington,  S. 
ChurohiU,  rt.  hn.  Lord 

R.  M.  S. 
Clarke,  Sir  E.  G. 
Cochrane-Baillie,  hon. 

C.  W.  A.  N. 
Coddington,  W. 
Colomb,  Capt.  J.  C.  R. 
CommereU,  Adml.  Sir 

J.  E. 
Compton,  F. 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R. 
Corbett,  J. 
Corry,  Sir  J.  P. 
Cotton,  Capt.  E.  T.  D. 
Cozens- Hardy,  H.  H. 
Cross,  H.  S. 
Croasley,  E. 
Cubitt,  right  hon.  Q. 
Come,  Sir  D . 
Curzon,  Yiscount 
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Carzon,  hon.  Q-.  N. 

Daliymple,  C. 

Davenport,  H.  T. 

Be  Worms,  Baron  H. 

Dimsdale,  Baron  R. 

Boringion,  Sir  J.  E. 

Dagd^,  J.  S. 

Duncan,  Ck>lonel  F. 

Donoombe,  A. 

Dyke,  right  hon.   Bir 
W.  H. 

Eaton,  H.  W. 

Ebrington,  Yiscount 

Edward8-Mo68,  T.  C. 

I^erton,  hon.  A.  J.  F. 

Elcho,  Lord 

Elliot,  hon.  A.  B.  D. 

ElUot,  hon.  H.  F.  H. 

EUiot,  G.  W. 

Elton,  C.  I. 

Evelyn.  W.  J. 

EwArt,  W^. 

Ewing,  Sir  A.  O. 

Eyre,  Colonel  H. 

Feflden,  Lt-Oen.  R.  J. 

Fergnsson,  right  hon. 
Sir  J. 

Fielden,  T. 

Fmch,  a.  H. 

FinUy,  B.  B. 

Fisher,  W.  H. 

Fitzgerald,  R.  17.  P. 

Fitzwilliam,  hon.  W. 
J  W 

FletchCT,  Sir  H. 

Folkestone,  right  hon. 
Yiscomit 

Forvood,  A.  B. 

Fowler,  Sir  R.  N. 

Fraser,  General  C.  C. 

Fulton,  J.  F. 

Gaskell,  C.  G.  Hilnes- 

Gathome«E[ardy,  hon. 
A.E. 

Gathonie-Hardy,  hon. 
J.  8. 

Gedge,  S. 

Gent-Davis,  R. 
Chbson,  J.  G« 

6ilea,A. 
6iBiat»  J.  S. 
Godson,  A.  F. 
Goldsmid,  Sir  J. 
Goldsworthy,    Major- 

Genend  W.  T. 
Goecheo,  rt.  hn.  G.  J. 
Gray,  C.  W. 
Green,  Sir  E. 
Greene,  £. 
Gtimston,  Yiacotint 
Gretrian.  F.  B. 
Grove,  Kr  T.  F. 
Gunter,  Colonel  R. 
Han,C. 
Haki^,  T.  F. 
Haonfton,  right  hon. 

liOcdG.  F. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C.  J. 
Hamley,  Gen.  Sir  E. 

B. 
Hanhory,  R.  W. 
Hazdoastle,  £. 
HwdcMtle,  F. 


Hartington,  Marq.  of 
Havelock  -  Allan,  Sir 

H.M. 
Heathcote,  Capt.  J.  H. 

Edwards- 
Heaton,  J.  H. 
Heneage,  right  hon.  E. 
Herbert,  hon.  8. 
Hill,  right  hon.  Lord 

A.  W. 
Hill',  Colonel  E.  8. 
Hill,  A.  8. 
Holland,     right   hon. 

Sir  H.  T. 
Holmes,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Hornby,  W.  H. 
Houldsworth,  W.  H. 
Howard,  J. 
Howard,  J.  M. 
Howorth,  H.  H. 
Hozier,  J.  H.  0. 
Hubbard,  E. 
Hughes  -  Hallett,  Col. 

F.  C. 
Hulse,  E.  H. 
Hunt,  F.  8. 
Hunter,  Sir  W.  G. 
Jackson,  W.  L. 
Jennings,  L  J. 
Johnston,  "W. 
Kelly,  J.  R. 
Kennaway,  Sir  J.  H. 
Eenrick,  W. 
Eenyon,  hon.  G.  T. 
Kenyon  -  Slaney,  Col. 

Ker,  R.  W.  B. 
Kerans,  F.  H. 
Kimber,  H. 
King,  H.  8. 
Eing-Harman,   right 

hon.  Colonel  E.  R. 
Knatchbull  -Hugessen, 

H.T. 
Enowles,  L. 
Lafone,  A. 
Lambert,  C. 
Lawrence,  Sir  J.  J.  T. 
Lawrence,  W.  F. 
Lea,  T. 

Lechmere,  Sir  E.  A.  H. 
Loighton,  8. 
Letnbridge,  Sir  R. 
Lewisham,  right  hon. 

Viscount 
Llewellyn,  E.  H. 
Long,  W.  H. 
Low,  M. 

Lowther,  hon.  W. 
Lowther,  J.  W. 
Lubbock,  Sir  J. 
Lymington,  Viscount 
Macartney,  W.  G.  E. 
Macdonald,  right  hon. 

J.  H.  A. 
Madean,  J.  M. 
Madure,  J.  W. 
M'Calmont,  Captain  J. 
M*Garel-Hogg,  Sir  J- 

M. 
M'Lagan,  P. 
Malcolm,  Col.  J.  W. 
Mallock,  R. 


March,  Earl  of 
Marriott,  rt.  hn.  W.  T. 
Maskelyne,  M.  H.  N. 

Story. 
Matthews,  rt.  hn.  H. 
Maxwell,  Sir  H.  E. 
Mayne,  Adoiiral  R.  C. 
Milvain,  T. 
More,  R.  J. 
Morgan,  hon.  F. 
Morrison,  W. 
Mowbray,  right  hon. 

Sir  J.  R. 
Mowbray,  R.  G.  C. 
Mulholland,  H.  L. 
Murdoch,  C.  T. 
Newark,  Viscount 
Noble,  W. 

Northcote,  hon.  H.  8. 
Norton,  R. 
O'Neill,  hon.  R.  T. 
Paget,  Sir  R.  H. 
Parker,  C.  S. 
Parker,  hon.  F. 
Pearce,  W. 
Pelly,  Sir  L. 
Penton,  Captain  F.  T. 
Pitt- Lewis,  G. 
Plunket,  right  hon.  D. 

R. 
Plunkett,  hon.  J.  W. 
Powell,  F.  S. 
Puleston,  J.  H. 
Raikes,  rt.  hon.  H.  C. 
Rankin,  J. 
Richardson,  T. 
Ritchie,  rt.  hn.  C.  T. 
Robertson,  J.  P.  B. 
Robertson,  W.  T. 
Ross,  A.  H. 
Round,  J. 
Russell,  T.  W. 
St.  Aubyn,  Sir  J. 
Salt,  T. 
Sclater-Booth,  rt.  hn. 

G. 
Sellar,  A.  C. 


Selwin  -  Ibbetson,    rt. 

hon.  Sir  H.  J. 
Selwyn,  Captain  C.  W. 
Seton-Karr,  H. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H. 
Shirley,  W.  8. 
Sidebotham,  J.  "W. 
Sidebottom,  W. 
Sinclair,  W.  P. 
Smith,  rt.  hon.  W.  H. 
Smith,  A. 
Spencer,  J.  E. 
Stanhope,  rt.  hon.  E. 
Stanley,  E.  J. 
Stewart,  M.  J. 
Sutherland,  T. 
Sykes,  C. 
Talbot,  J.  G. 
Taylor,  F. 
Temple,  Sir  R. 
Thorbum,  W. 
Tomlinson,  W.  E.  M. 
Tottenham,  A.  L. 
Trotter,  H.  J. 
Tyler,  Sir  H.  W. 
Verdin,  R. 
Vincent,  C.  E.  H. 
Waring,  Colonel  T. 
Watkin,  Sir  E.  W. 
Watson,  J. 
Webster,  Sir  R.  E. 
West,  Colonel  W.  C. 
Wharton,  J.  L. 
Whitley,  E. 
Williams,  J.  Powell- 
Wilson,  Sir  8. 
Wodehouse,  E.  R. 
Wood,  N. 

Wortley,  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wright,  H.  S. 
Wroughton,  P. 
Terburgh,  R.  A. 
Young,  C.  E.  B. 

TELLERS. 

Douglas,  A.  Akers- 
Walrond,  Col.  W.  H. 


NOES. 


Abraham,  W.  (Glam.) 
Abraham,  W.  (Lime- 
rick, W.) 
Anderson,  C.  H. 
Atherley-Jones,  L' 
Balfour,  Sir  G. 
Barbour,  W.  B. 
Barclay,  J.  W. 
Barran,  J. 
Barry,  J. 
Beaumont,  W.  B. 
Biggar,  J.  G. 
Blake,  T. 
Blane,  A. 
Bolton,  J.  C. 
Bradlaugh,  C. 
Bright,  Jacob 
Bright,  W.  L. 
Broadhurst,  H. 
Brown,  A.  L. 
Bruce,  hon.  R.  P. 
Buchanan,  T.  R. 
Buxton,  8.  C. 
Byrne,  G.  M. 


Cameron,  J.  M. 
Campbell,  Sir  G. 
Campbell,  H. 
Carew,  J.  L. 
Chance,  P.  A. 
Channing,  F.  A. 
Clancy,  J.  J. 
Cobb,  H.  P. 
Coleridge,  hon.  B. 
Connolly,  L. 
Conway,  M. 
Conybeare,  C.  A.  V. 
Corbet,  W.  J. 
Cossham,  H. 
Cox,  J.  R. 
Craig,  J. 
Crawford,  W. 
Cremer,  W.  R. 
Crilly,  D. 
Dillon,  J. 
Dodds,  J. 
EUis,  J.  E. 
Ellis,  T.  E. 
Esmonds,  SirT.  H.  G. 
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Esslemont,  P.  Palmer,  Sir  G.  M. 
Farqabarson,  Dr.  B.       Paulton,  J.  M. 

Finuoane,  J.  Pease,  Sir  J.  W. 

Tlynn,  J.  0.  PickersgiU,  B.  H. 

Foley,  P.  J.  Picton,  J.  A. 

Fox,  Dr.  J.  F.  Pinkerton,  J. 

Fuller,  G.  P.  Powell,  W.  R.  H. 

Gardner,  H.  Power,  P.  J. 

Gilhooly,  J.  Power,  R. 

Gill,  H.  J.  Price,  T.  P. 

Graham,  R.  0.  Priestley,  B. 

Gully,  W.  0.  Pyne,  J.  D. 

Harrington,  E.  Rathbone,  W. 

Harris,  M.  Redmond,  W.  H.  K. 

Hayden,  L.  P.  Reed,  Sir  E.  J. 

Healy,  M.  Richard,  H. 

Healy,  T.  M.  Roberts,  J. 

Holden,  I.  Robertson,  E. 

Hooper,  J.  Roe,  T. 

Howell,  G.  Rowlands,  J. 

Hunter,  W.  A .  Rowhinds,  W.  B. 

lUingworth,  A.  Rowntree,  J. 

Jacoby,  J.  A.  Schwann,  C.  E. 

James,  0.  H.  Sexton,  T. 

Joicey,  J.  Shaw,  T. 

Jordan,  J.  Sheehan,  J.  D. 

Kennedy,  E.  J.  Sheehy,  D. 

Kenny,  0.  S.  Sheil,  E. 

Kenny,  J.  E.  Stack,  J. 

Kenny,  M.  J.  Stevenson,  F.  S. 

Iiacaita,  C.  C.  Storey,  S. 

Lalor,  R.  Stuart,  J. 

Jjawson,  Sir  W.  Sullivan,  D. 

Leahy,  J.  SulUvan,  T.  D. 

Lewis,  T.  P.  Summers,  W. 

Macdonald,  W.  A.  Swinburne,  Sir  J. 

M*Arthur,  A.  Thomas,  A. 

M»Cartan,  M.  Tuite,  J. 

M*Donald,  P.  Vivian,  Sir  H.  H. 

M'Donald,  Dr.  R.  Wallace,  R. 

M'Ewan,  W.  Wardle,  H. 

M'Kenna,  Sir  J.  N.  Warmington,  0.  M. 

M'Laren,  W.  S.  B.  WiU,  J.  S. 

Marum,  £.  M.  Williams,  A.  J. 

Montaga»  S.  Williamson,  J. 

Morgan,  O.  V.  Williamson,  S. 
Kolan,  Colonel  J.  P.        Wilson,  H.  J. 

Nolan,  J.  Wilson,  I. 

O'Brien,  J.  F.  X.  Winterbotham,  A.  B. 

O'Brien,  P.  Woodall,  W. 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  Wright,  0. 

O'Connor,  A.  Yeo,  F.  A. 
O'Connor,  J.  (Tippry.) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  tbllbbs. 

O'Hanlon,  T.  Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 

O'Hea,  P.  Labonchere,  H. 
O'Kelly,  J. 

Question  put,  ''That  this  House  do 
now  adjourn." 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  142 ;  Noes 

280:  Majority  188.— (Div.  List,  No. 
158.) 

Db.  GLABE  (Caithness):  I  beg  to 
give  Notice,  Sir,  that  on  as  early  an 
opportunity  as  possible  I  will  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  your  action  and 

the  action  of  the  Leader  of  the  House  in 
proposing  the  closure  on  this  occasion, 
and  move  a  Besolution. 


ORDERS   OF  THE  BAY, 


CRIMINAL   LAW   AMENDMEiTr     (IRE- 
LAND) BILL.— [Buj.  217.] 

(J/r.  Arthur  Balfour^  Mr.  Secretary  MtUthewi^ 
Mr,  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,) 

OOMMITTEB.     [^Progr$B»  \%th  May,"] 
Ltenth  nioht.  I 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Summary  Jurisdiction. 

Clause  2  (Extension  of  summary  juris- 
diction). 

Mr.  MAUBICE  HEALY  (Cork) :   I 
have  to  move  as  an  Amendment  after 
the  word  ''shall,"  in  the  first  line  of  the 
sub-section,    the   words   ''wilfully  and 
knowingly.''     I  am  compelled  to  move 
this  Amendment  owing  to  the  peculiar 
form  in  which   tlie   Government  have 
worded  their  clause.     They  appear  de- 
sirous of  creating  new  crimes  which  have 
never  before  been  heard  of.    We  know 
very  well  what  the  crime  of  conspiracy 
is,  and  in  the  enactments  dealing  with 
that  crime  the  offence  has  been  specifi- 
cally named.     But  for  the  purposes  of 
this  Act  the  Government  describe  the 
offence  not  as  "conspiracy,"  but  as  taking 
part  in  any  criminal  conspiracy.    The 
point  I  wish  to  make  is — that  no  man 
can  criminally  conspire  without  being 
guilty  of  conspiracy,  but  that  any  man 
may  innocently  take  part  in  a  criminal 
conspiracy,  and  it  is  to  protect  a  person 
in  that  position,  who  may  be  affected  by 
the  peculiar  phraseology  of  the  clause, 
that  I  move  this  Amendment.    I  do  not 
know  what  attitude  the  Government  may 
be  disposed  to  assume  towards  it ;  but  I 
presume  they  are  not  anxious  to  commit 
anybody  under  the  clause  unless  he  has 
been  guilty  of  some  offence.    If  a  man 
participates  in  a  criminal  conspiracy,  no 
doubt  he  ought  to  be  punished;   but 
there  are  a  number  of  acts  which  a  man 
may  do  innocently,  but  which  would » 
nevertheless,  make  him  liable  under  thia 
clause.     For  instance,  let  me  suppose 
that  one  of  the  overt  acts  of  conspiracy 
was  the  holding  of  a  meeting,  and  th^t 
the  conveners  of  the  meeting  employed 
a  bill-poster  who  was  utterly  innoceut, 
who  did  not  know  what  the  meeting  wns 
called  for,  and  who  might  even  be  unal>le 
to  read  the  placard.    As  the  Bill  atanda. 
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the  posting  of  the  placard  convening  the 
meeting  may  be  held  to  be  an  overt  act 
of  conspiracy,  and  the  bill-poster  would 
have  rendered  himself  liable  to  punish- 
ment under  the  peculiar  phraseology  of 
this  section,  which  punishes  a  man  not 
for  conspiring,  but  for  taking  part  know- 
ingly or  not  in  a  criminal  conspiracy.  I 
trust  the  Government  will  see  that,  as 
the  clause  is  drawn  at  present,  there  is  a 
distinct  difficulty  which  ought  to  be  re- 
moved in  some  way  or  other. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
17,  after  the  word  '*  shall,"  to  insert  the 
words  *'  wilfully  and  knowingly." — {Mr, 
Mauriea  JHfoly,) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  those  words 
be  Uiere  inserted." 

The  OBXEP  SECEBTART  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub)  (Manches- 
ter, E.):  As  far  as  I  understand  the 
wovds  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member, 
they  would  neither  add  clearness  to  the 
wording  of  the  Bill,  nor  improve  its 
sabstance.  In  those  ciroumstances,  and 
according  to  the  canon  I  laid  down 
yesterday,  it  is  impossible  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  accept  the  Amendment. 

Ma.  MAURICE  HEALY :  I  protest 
against  this  mode  of  dealing  with  an 
ijnendment  on  the  part  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  He  will  not  even  conde- 
scend to  give  us  his  reasons  for  refusing 
the  Amendment.  We  have  seen  some 
strange  proceedings  already  this  even- 
ing; but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
presuming  a  little  too  far.  I  ask,  and  I 
ask  respectf  ally,  that  we  shall  have  some 
reasons  given  to  us  for  any  decision  the 
Government  come  to.  We  cannot  be 
expected  to  be  content  with  the  simple 
declaration  of  a  Minister  that  he  will 
not  accept  the  Amendments  we  put  for- 
ward. I  protest  against  the  attitude  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  has  assumed, 
and  I  ask  him  to  observe  the  ordinary 
eoortesy  of  giving  the  reasons  of  the 
Government  for  not  accepting  an  Amend- 

Blffllt.  

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  meant  no 
disTOurtesy,  and  with  due  respect  to  the 
hoB.  Member,  I  did  give  a  reason.  I 
said  the  reason  why  we  refuse  the 
Amei^ment  is  that  according  as  I  read 
the  words  they  neither  make  the  Bill 
clearer  nor  in  any  way  better. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  think  he 
haa  added  to  his  former  statement  ? 


Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  No ;  I  do 
not. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY.:  Then,  if  he  has 
added  nothing  to  his  former  statement, 
he  has  been  wasting  the  time  of  the 
Committee.  There  is  such  a  thing  as 
tedious  and  irrelevant  repetition,  Mr. 
Courtney,  and  when  that  is  committed 
by  a  Minister  it  becomes  specially  ofifen- 
sive.  I  will  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man this — that  if  the  Government  sup- 
pose they  will  shorten  the  discussion  by 
giving  such  answers,  they  are  greatly 
mistaken.  A  reply  by  the  Government 
having  been  refused,  I  beg  to  move,  Mr. 
Courtney,  that  you  do  report  Progress 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
''  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy.) 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  114; 
Noes  253 :  Majority  189, —(Div.  List, 
No.  159.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  maintain  that 
the  Government  ought  to  provide  some 
safeguard  for  innocent  persons,  and  not 
leave  the  matter  to  the  Resident  Magis- 
trates. Language  so  vague  as  this 
section,  as  it  now  stands,  has  never  been 
employed  in  an  Act  of  Parliament.  The 
terms  of  the  Amendment,  however,  are 
the  common  phraseology  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  so  that  the  Irish  Chief 
Secretary  is  altogether  mistaken  when  he 
says  that  the  Amendment  will  not  im- 
prove the  clause.  It  improves  it  in  a 
most  distinct  manner.  Take  the  case  of 
a  carman,  who  has  driven  persons  to  a 
meeting.  The  persons  who  are  on  the 
car  may  be  attending  the  meeting  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  part  in  a  so-called 
criminal  conspiracy,  which  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  has  proclaimed .  An  election 
may  be  going  on,  or  it  may  be  a  National 
League  meeting  that  is  about  to  be  held ; 
but  the  carman  will  have  taken  these 
men  on  his  car  quite  innocently.  Never- 
theless, under  this  clause,  he  may  be 
proceeded  against  for  having  taken  part 
in  a  criminal  conspiracy.  Then,  again, 
take  the  case  of  a  man  who  has  addressed 
envelopes.  There  may  be  to-morrow, 
in  the  City  of  London,  men  addressing 
envelopes  by  the  thousand,  but  the  con- 
tents of  the  letters  enclosed  in  such 

ITenih  Night.] 


543 


Criminal  Law 


{COMMONS  (  Amendment  (Ireland)  M.     544 


envelopes  may  be  altogetlier  unknown 
to  those  who  address  them,  and  yet  the 
mere  fact  of  addressing  them  may  in- 
volve a  criminal  conspiracy.  In  this 
case  we  throw  the  burden  of  proof  on 
the  individual.  If  this  were  an  English 
Bill,  it  would  be  said  that  this  is  a  very 
grave  and  important  matter,  and  that  a 
conspirator  so-called  should  act  with 
knowledge.  The  Bill  does  not  say  that 
any  criminal  conspirator  should  be 
punished,  nor  does  it  deal  with  a  con- 
spiracy ;  but  it  uses  a  much  wider  net, 
and  says  that  **  any  person  who  takes 
part  in  a  criminal  conspiracy  " — a  vague 
term,  never  used  hitherto  in  an  Act  of 
Parliament — shall  be  punishable  under 
the  clause.  We  are,  therefore,  driven  to 
ask  that  it  shall  be  ''  any  person  who 
knowingly  takes  part  in  a  criminal  con- 
spiracy.'* We  think  the  Government 
are  bound  to  employ  some  saving  phrase 
in  the  case  of  these  men.  The  Ohief 
Secretary  refuses  even  to  put  in  the 
words  **  criminally  conspires,"  which 
would  be  a  sufficient  safeguard,  because 
even  the  most  far-reaching  Hesident 
Magistrate  would  not  be  able  to  say  that 
the  mere  fact  of  driving  a  man  upon  a 
car  was  proof  that  the  carman  had 
criminally  conspired.  Let  me  give,  as 
an  illustration,  what  actually  did  take 
place  in  the  County  of  Kerry  a  short 
time  ago.  A  carman  was  unfortunately 
engaged  to  drive  some  men  who  were 
drunk,  or  rather,  he  gave  them  what  is 
called  a  "  lift."  One  of  them  fired  off  a 
revolver  for  mere  swagger — a  practice 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Bel- 
fast (Mr.  Johnston)  is,  no  doubt,  very 
familiar  with  in  the  region  he  repre- 
sents. The  police  not  only  arrested  the 
unfortunate  driver  of  the  car,  but  kept 
him  in  gaol  for  four  months,  when  a 
nolle  prosequi  was  entered,  and  the  case 
was  laughed  out  of  Court.  There  was 
no  pretence  for  saying  that  the  car  driver 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  transaction; 
yet  he  was  detained  in  prison  for  four 
months,  without  bail,  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  having  refused  bail 
simply  because  he  happened  to  be 
driving  a  man  on  a  car  wno  committed 
an  indiscreet  act.  I  wish  the  Committee 
to  bear  in  mind  that  this  was  done  under 
the  ordinary  law,  which  is  not  nearly  so 
harsh  as  the  provisions  of  the  present 
Bill.  We  have  no  desire  that  persons 
who  are  guilty  should  not  be  brought 
within  the  meshes  of  the  law ;  but  we 

Mr.  T.  M.  Uealy 


remember  the  old  prov.rb,  "That  it  is 
better  that  ninety-nine  guilty  men  should 
escape    than    that    one  innocent  man 
should  suffer."  The  very  reverse  of  that 
proposition    is    provided   in  this  sub- 
section.   It  says  virtually  that  ten  men 
may  be  guilty  of  a  criminal  conspiracy, 
and  1,000  may  take  part  in  it  innocently, 
but  that  all  ought  to  sufifer  alike.    I 
have  pointed  out  that  in  this  case  the 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  refused  bail,  and 
yet  in  the  end  the  case  was  never  brought 
to  trial  at  all,  but  a  nolle  proiequi  was 
taken.     When  you  were  discussing  the 
English  Law  as  it  affects  English  GJ^des 
Unions,  and  persons  who  may  conspire 
together  in  that  way,  you  took  very  good 
care  to  provide  that  those  who  were  to 
be  punished  should    have  taken  part 
wilfully    and    knowingly    in  the  con- 
spiracy. 

Mr.   O'DOHERTY    (Donegal,  N.): 
The  words  which  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Maurice  Healy)  proposes  to  insert  very 
frequently  occur  in  Acts  of  Parliament 
which  deal  with  crime.     I  think  this 
clause  undoubtedly  requires  it  to  be 
specified  that  before  a  person  can  be 
punished  for  taking  part  in  a  criminal 
conspiracy,     he     should    wilfully   and 
knowingly  have  participated  in  it.    In 
offences  proceeded    against   under  the 
Excise  Acts,  it  is  always  necessary  to 
prove  that  the  offender  wilfully    and 
knowingly  broke  the  law,  before  any 
penalties  can  be  recovered,  and  in  that 
case  proof  is  exceedingly  difficult,  be- 
cause questions  of  law  and  fact   are 
inextricably    mixed    up.     The   highest 
lawyers  have  held  that  persons  may 
take  part  in  a  conspiracy,  and  yet  be 
perfectly  innocent  of  conspiring.     How, 
then,  is  an  Irish,  peasant  to  determine 
for  himself  whether  any  combination  he 
may  enter  into  is  to  be  raised  up  to  the 
standard  of  a  conspirac^^or  not  ?    Surely 
that  would  depend  on  hik  knowledge  of 
the  facts  and  the  means  toOi>e  employed, 
together  with  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  object  to  be  attained.     Jhe  means 
might  be  the  means  of  renderiAg  *  ^°*' 
bination  criminal,  or  the   obji*  *^.  ^^ 
attained  might  import  criminc}^  ^^ 
it.    Under  those  circumstances,  p*®^^®^ 
the  Government  accept  the  -wof®  ^'^ 
posed  by  the  hon.  Member,  or  th^  "^otqb 
which  appear  on  the  Paper  lowe 
**  knowing  the  same  to  be  crimi 
maintain  that  the  clause  should 
allowed  to  stand  as  it  does. 
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see  that  the  acceptance  of  the  Amend- 
ment, in  drawing  a  ^distinction  between 
what  is  criminal  and  what  is  not  criminal, 
can  in  any  way  injure  the  efficiency  of 
the  Bill.  Certainly  some  words  of  this 
kind  are  needed  in  order  to  protect  an 
innocent  person.  Men  may  enter  into  a 
conspiracy  to  secure  what  they  believe 
to  be  a  laudable  object ;  but  means  may 
be  resorted  to  aftorjE^ards  which  may 
render  the  conspiracy  criminal,  but 
which  were  totally  unknown  to  these 
men  at  the  time  they  joined  it.  I  think 
it  oaght  to  be  made  perfectly  plain  to 
the  Besident  Magistrate  that  the  person 
brought  before  him  knew  that  the  con- 
piracy  in  which  he  had  been  engaged 
was  criminal,  and  this  Amendment  would 
enable  even  a  Besident  Magistrate  to 
discriminate  between  an  innocent  and  a 
criminal  conspiracy.  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee will  do  well  to  press  on  the  Go- 
Ternment  the  necessity  of  importing 
some  words  into  the  clause — I  do  not 
say  the  exact  words  proposed  here — so 
that  persons  who  may  enter  into  com- 
binations quite  as  innocent  as  trade 
combinations,  may  not  find  themselves 
afterwards  within  the  meshes  of   the 

Me.  EDWARD  HARRINQTON 
(Kerry,  W.) :  In  framing  the  Bill  the 
Gbvemment  have  put  in  words  where 
they  ought  not  to  be,  and  have  left  them 
out  wbere  they  ought  to  be.  If  they  will 
look  at  Sub-section  2,  they  will  find  the 
words  are — 

"  Any  person  who  shall  wrongfully  and 
wHhoat  legal  authority  use  violence  orintimi* 
dation;" 

md  further  on — 

**  To  cause  any  person  or  persons  either  to  do 
iny  act  which  such  person  or  persons  has  or 
hare  a  legal  right  to  abstain  from  doing,  or 
to  abstain  from  doing  any  act  which  such 
person  or  persons  has  or  have  a  legal  right  to 
io ;  or  to  or  towards  any  person  or  persons  in 
eonseqneDce  either  of  his  or  their  having  done 
sny  act  which  he  or  they  had  a  legal  right 
to  do,  or  of  his  or  their  having  abstained 
from  doing  any  act  which  he  or  thoy  had  a  legal 
right  to  abstain  from  doing." 

Now,  if  a  person  has  a  legal  right  to 
abstain  from  doing  an  act,  no  person 
has  a  legal  right  to  compel  him  to  do  it. 
Therefore,  the  words  of  the  Govern- 
moit  in  this  case  are  altogether  super- 
fluous. What  we  require  in  the  clause 
is  protection  for  those  who  have  no  in- 
tention or  desire  to  break  the  law.  We 
know  that  any  person  who  takes  part  in 
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a  riotous  assembly,  for  instance,  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  acts  committed  by  any 
individual  in  that  assembly;  but,  in  that 
case,  the  person  taking  part  must  do  so 
knowingly;  because  the  Eiot  Act  will 
have  been  read  first  as  a  warning.  I 
do  not  know  the  legal  meaning  to  be 
attached  to  these  words ;  but,  to  my 
mind,  it  seems  to  be  a  plain,  common- 
sense  matter,  to  provide  that  no  man 
shall  be  punished  for  anything  he  has 
not  wilfully  or  knowingly  done.  For 
instance,  the  man  may  not  have  tho- 
roughly understood  the  full  extent  of 
his  act  when  he  entered  into  the  so-called 
conspiracy ;  he  may  have  been  merely 
performing  a  x>©rfunctory  part  in  con- 
nection with  such  conspiracy,  such  as 
writing  letters,  or  driving  a  man  to  a 
meeting.  I  think  the  Government  ought 
not  to  punish  such  persons.  If  they  in 
tend  to  do  so,  they  ought  at  least  to  get 
up  and  tell  us  what  their  object  is. 
From  their  present  silence  we  can  only 
conclude  that  they  intend  to  make  an 
indiscriminate  use  of  the  Act  in  regard 
to  the  innocent  and  the  guilty  alike. 

Me.  COLERIDGE  (Sheffield,  Atter- 
cliffe) :  I  think  we  ought  to  have  from 
the  Government  an  indication  of  what 
they  mean  by  the  words  ''  who  shall 
take  part  in  any  criminal  conspiracy.'' 
Do  the  Government  mean,  or  not,  that 
it  shall  be  the  same  as  if  it  read  ''  any 
person  who  shall  conspire?"  If  so, 
those  words  are  much  higher,  very  much 
more  simple,  and  very  much  more  clear 
to  the  unlearned  understanding.  If  the 
words  do  mean  *'any  person  who  shall 
conspire  to  compel  or  induce  any  person 
or  persons  either  not  to  fulfil  his  or  their 
obligations,"  &c.,  let  them  say  so,  and  put 
the  languageas  briefly  and  plainly  as  they 
can.  But  if  they  mean  something  more, 
and  wish  to  bring  within  the  meshes  of 
this  clause  something  above  and  beyond 
criminal  conspiracy  by  introducing  words 
which  seem  to  be  much  wider  than  the 
mere  inclusions  of  persons  who  are  con- 
spiring— namely,  "  persons  who  shall 
tako  part  in  any  criminal  conspiracy,"  I 
think  the  Government  should  tell  us 
why  they  use  these  words,  and  what 
their  object  is.  If  their  object  is  to 
bring  persons  within  the  meshes  of  the 
Criminal  Law,  who  are  naturally  not 
conspirators  themselves,  then  I  ask  them 
to  say  what  sort  of  persons  they  mean  to 
get  at.  I  am  sure  any  lawyer  would  say 
that  the  addition  of  the  words  <<  wilfully 
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or  knowingly,"  to  the  word  "conspire  " 
would  be  surplusage ;  but  if  they  were 
surplusage,  they  would  do  no  harm.  It 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  provisions 
of  this  measure  are  not  to  be  interpreted 
by  lawyers,  but  that  the  Act  is  to  be 
administered  by  persons  who  are  not 
lawyers  privid  faeii,  and  have  not  had 
experience  in  construing  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment. I  think  the  Government  may 
reasonably  say,  whether  or  not  they 
mean  in  this  first  sub-section  "  any  per- 
son who  shall  conspire''  or  something 
further  and  beyond  that,  and  if  so,  what 
is  it  they  mean  by  the  words  **  any  per- 
son who  shall  take  part  in  a  criminal 
conspiracy." 

Mr.  chance  (KUkenny,  S.) :  I  do 
not  think  that  these  three  words  **  wil- 
fully and  knowingly,"  are  by  any  means 
surplusage,  but  they  point  out  very 
dearly  what  the  meaning  of  the  pro- 
vision is.  Undoubtedly,  there  are  in 
conspiracies  acts  which  may  be  done 
without  being  punishable  as  criminal 
A  and  B  may  conspire  together  to 
do  a  certain  thing  which,  if  done  by  A 
separately,  or  by  B  separately  would  be 
perfectly  lawful,  and  which  only  becomes 
a  conspiracy  when  it  is  done  by  two  or 
more  persons.  The  ofifence  is  in  the 
agreement,  and  not  in  the  act.  The 
Oovemment  propose  to  take  a  number 
of  acts  which  are  in  themselves  innocent, 
and  make  them  crimes.  In  point  of 
fact,  they  are  making  a  new  crime  of 
certain  things  which  are  perfectly  inno- 
cent as  the  law  now  stands,  and  at  least 
they  ought  to  insert  words  in  the  clause 
to  require  that  an  Act  which  is  now 
innocent  shall,  if  it  is  to  be  made  criminal, 
have  been  done ' '  wilfully  and  knowingly." 
The  magistrate  should  have  power  to 
say — ''  This  is  an  act  which  in  itself  is  a 
perfectly  innocent  act,  and  it  is  desirable 
that  I  should  have  evidence  that  the 
person  who  did  it  did  it  knowingly  and 
wilfully  in  furtherance  of  a  conspiracy. 
Unless  that  is  proved,  I  do  not  see  how 
I  am  to  commit  him."  I  know  the  Go- 
vernment do  not  intend  that,  but  that 
they  wish  to  catch  any  person  who  takes 
part  in  any  conspiracy.  Let  me  put  a 
case  which  may  be  considered  far- 
fetched, but  which  is  perfectly  possible. 
I  remember  a  case  in  which  a  Eesident 
Magistrate  sent  a  boy  of  12  to  gaol  for  a 
month,  because  he  whistled  at  a  police- 
man in  Limerick.  Suppose  a  cabman 
drives  Mr.   William    O'Brien  from   a 
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railway  station  on  the  Great  Western 
Eailway  in  Ireland,  is  it  to  be  held  that 
that  cabman  has  taken  part  in  any  conspi- 
racy in  which  Mr.  William  O'Brien  may 
have  been  engaged  ?  [Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  : 
Or  the  engine  driver.]  Yes,  or  the 
engine  driver.  If  you  add  these  words 
**  wilfully  and  knowingly"  the  person 
accused  would  be  able  to  say — **  I  did 
not  know  that  Mr.  William  O'Brien  was 
going  down  to  the  place  to  which  I 
drove  him  for  the  purpose  of  instituting 
the  Plan  of  Campaign."  As  the  clause 
now  stands,  all  the  Eesident  Magistrate 
would  say  is  this — **  What  I  want  to 
know  is,  whether  you  took  part  in  the 
matter.  Your  guilty  knowledge  is 
nothing  to  me,  and  therefore  you  must 
go  to  prison  for  six  months."  I  defy 
any  lawyer  sitting  on  the  Treasury 
Bench  to  point  to  any  code  of  law,  whe- 
ther European,  or  Indian,  or  even 
Chinese,  which  establishes  such  an 
offence  as  taking  part  in  a  criminal  con- 
spiracy. The  whole  thing  is  a  farrago 
of  nonsense  in  order  to  enable  the  Eesi- 
dent Magistrate  to  do  anything  he 
likes 

Mb.  AETHUE  O'CONNOE  (Donegal, 
E.) :  I  must  express  my  astonishment  at 
the  reiterated  answer  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  that  thpse  woras  will  not 
improve  the  clause.     I  do  not  think  that 
they  can  be  regarded  as  mere  surplusage. 
If  they  are,  how  is  it  that  you  find  them 
used  so  frequently  in  the  English  Acts  ? 
I  may  point  out  that  in  the  Act  of  1875, 
dealing  with  contracts  of  service  between 
masters  and  workmen,   the  words  are 
'^  wilfully  and  maliciously  breaking   a 
contract  of  service,  or  breaking  a  con- 
tract   involving  injury  to  person  and 
property."     In  the  fifth  section  of  that 
Act,  the  words  are    any    person    who 
shall  '*  wilfully  and  maliciously  break  a 
contract."    Why  should  that  be  proper 
in    an   Act  relating    to    England,  and 
be    pure    surplusage    and    altogether 
useless  in    a    Bill    which  is    to   apply 
to   Ireland  ?      Why    should  words    be 
reasonable  in  one  Act,  and  unreason- 
able in  another  ?    With  regard  to  oixr 
present  proceedings,  we  are  engaged  in 
making  criminal  now  that  which  has  not 
been  criminal  before.     It  is  a  well-estab* 
lished  rule  that  in  taking  proceedings 
against  a  man  for  crime,  the  offence   be 
is  accused  of  should  bo  exhaustibly 
forth  in  full  detail,  and  there  is  ii< 
more  common  than  to  mf  AnA  ii 
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has  been  done  wilfully.  Here  you  pro- 
pose that  a  man  is  to  be  held  guilty  of 
oriminal  conduct  when  you  admit,  by 
implication  at  least,  that  you  are  not 
prepared  to  prove  that  his  intent  was 
oriminal.  Let  me  take  this  case,  in 
order  to  enable  tenants  to  get  rid  of  their 
cattle  before  they  could  be  seized  by 
their  landlords.  Men  have  been  em- 
ployed in  posting  notices  announcing  the 
met  that  a  fair  or  auction  for  the  sale  of 
cattle  would  be  held  at  a  particular 
place,  on  a  particular  day.  That 
sale  is  held  for  the  express  purpose  of 
enabling  the  tenants  to  defeat  the 
object  of  the  landlord.  Under  this 
section,  as  it  is  at  present  worded,  every 
innocent  bill  poster  who  posts  the  notice 
may  be  held  io  have  taken  part  in  a 
criminal  conspiracy,  and,  not  only  so,  but 
every  newspaper  which  advertises  the 
sale,  or  the  book-stalls  of  W.  H.  Smith 
and  Co.,  who  sell  the  newspapers  in 
which  such  advertisement  appears— all 
of  them,  under  this  clause,  may  be  held 
to  have  taken  part  in  a  criminal  con- 
spiracy. Under  these  circumstances, 
having  regard  to  the  great  laxity  of 
language  in  which  the  section  is  drafted, 
and  the  extremely  harsh  and  cruel 
character  of  the  section  itself,  I  think 
it  is  not  unreasonable  to  ask .  the  G-o- 
vemment,  at  any  rate,  so  to  modify  the 
wording  of  the  section  that  no  one  shall 
be  liable  to  be  sent  to  prison  for  six 
months'  hard  labour  against  whom  it 
has  not  been  clearly  established  that 
he  was  not  only  guilty  of  the  act  im- 
puted to  him,  but  that  he  did  it  with  a 
guilty  knowledge. 

Sib  CHAKLES  RUSSELL  (Hackney, 
S.) :  A  suggestion  has  been  made  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the 
Attercliffe  Division  of  Sheffield  (Mr. 
Coleridge)  to  substitute  the  words 
"diall  conspire."  I  have  an  Amend- 
ment lower  down  on  the  Paper  to  leave 
out ''  take  part  in  any  criminal  con- 
sjaracy,"  and  to  insert  **  conspire  by 
Tiolence  or  intimidation."  I  quite 
agree  with  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
that  if  the  word  used  is  ^*  conspire," 
then  the  words  '*  knowingly  and  wil- 
fully "  would  be  surplusage.  I  do  not 
intend  to  say  that  they  may  not  be  sur- 
plusage as  they  stand  ;  but,  certainly, 
would  get  rid  of  any  ambiguity 
kt  be  entertained  in  regard  to 
»£  the  section  in  its  present 
would  Ije  much  more 


intelligible  to  say ''  shall  conspire  "  in- 
stead of  saying  **  any  person  who  shall 
take  part  in  a  criminal  conspiracy." 
Those  are  words  which,  as  far  as  I  am 
aware,  do  not  occur  in  any  other  Act  of 
Parliament.  I  think  the  Committee 
would  be  satisfied  if  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  would  say  that 
he  will  omit  the  words  **  take  part  in  a 
criminal  conspiracy  "  in  order  to  adopt 
the  words  **  shall  conspire." 

The  attorney  GEliJERAL  por 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  That  is  a  matter  which  will 
come  on  later  in  a  subsequent  Amend- 
ment. I  have  already  put  down  an 
Amendment  myself  to  provide  that  the 
criminal  conspiracy  shall  be  one  now 
punishable  by  law.  I  cannot  regard  the 
words  which  have  been  proposed  as 
anything  but  surplusage,  if  attached  to 
the  words  in  the  clause  **  take  part  in  a 
criminal  conspiracy,"  or  to  the  word 
**  conspire,"  which  it  is  proposed  to  sub- 
stitute. :The  hon.  Member  for  East 
Donegal  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor)  has  re- 
ferred to  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in 
1875,  in  which  the  words  **  wiliuUy  and 
maliciously"  occur,  and  he  asks  why 
they  do  not  occur  here.  He  seems  to 
forget  that  that  Act  dealt  with  contracts, 
and  the  essence  of  the  offence  in  that 
case  is  that  the  contract  should  be  '^  wil- 
fully and  maliciously  broken  "  or  other- 
wise the  breaking  would  be  quite  inno- 
cent. [Mr.  T.  M.  Healy:  That  is 
exactly  our  case  here.]  By  using  the 
words  •'criminal  conspiracy"  you  are 
referring  to  a  thing  which,  in  the  yery 
nature  of  it,  must  have  been  done 
**  wilfully  and  knowingly,"  and,  there- 
fore, the  addition  of  these  words  would 
be  mere  surplusage,  and  even  worse 
than  surplusage,  because  they  might  in- 
troduce an  element  of  doubt. 

Mr.  T.  M.  healy  :  I  can  congratu- 
late  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man on  being,  at  all  events,  able  to 
argue  the  matter ;  because  that  was  not 
the  course  taken  by  the  Chief  Secretary, 
and  every  Amendment  proposed  on  any 
subject  whatever  may  be  met  by  saying 
it  does  not  make  the  matter  more  clear 
or  better.  I  wish  to  point  out  to  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that 
his  argument  exactly  makes  out  our 
case,  because  he  says  the  words  '*  wil- 
fully and  maliciously"  have  been  ap- 
plied to  the  breaking  of  a  contract. 
Surely  a  contract  and  an  agreement  are 
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very  much  the  same  thing.  Why  is  a 
man  to  be  a  conspirator  in  the  case  of 
breaking  an  agreement,  and  not  to  be  a 
conspirator  if  he  takes  part  in  the 
breaking  of  a  contract?  Why  in  the 
one  case  should  you  insist  that  it  must 
be  done  **  wilfully  and  maliciously," 
and  not  in  the  other?  Therefore,  the 
argument  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  triumphantly  substantiates 
our  case  for  the  Amendment.  We  only 
ask  the  Government  to  follow  the  prece- 
dent stated  in  the  Act  of  1875,  intro- 
duced by  an  eminent  Conservative 
authority  from  his  own  point  of  view — 
Sir  Eichard  Gross.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  has  accurately  stated 
the  purport  of  that  Act.  The  words 
**  wilfully  and  maliciously  "  occur  both 
in  the  4th  and  5th  clauses  of  the  Act. 
The  4th  section  runs  in  this  way — 

"  Any  person  who  wilfuUy  and  maliciously 
breaks  a  contract  of  service,  knowing  the  con- 
sequences of  breaking  it." 

That  is  exactly  our  case.  Am  I  to  be 
told  that  a  man  can  break  a  contract 
without  knowing  it  ?  Section  5  says — 
'*  Where  any  person  maliciously  and 
wilfully  breaks  a  contract."  That  Act 
was  passed  in  1875.  I  do  not  see  any 
Gentlemen  now  present  on  the  Treasury 
Bench  who  assisted  in  passing  that 
Act ;  but  there  are  Gentlemen  on  that 
Bench  who  took  part  in  amending  it, 
and  who  considered  that  it  was  for  the 
interests  of  the  British  artizans  to  insert 
the  words  **  wilfully  and  maliciously." 
Why,  then,  should  we  not  follow  that 
precedent,  and  take  good  Conservative 
words — some  good  Primrose  language  ? 
I  fail  to  see  what  objection  can  be  taken 
to  them,  and  especially  by  the  Conserva- 
tive Party,  under  the  circumstances.  I 
think  it  is  a  little  too  bad  for  the  Con- 
servative Irish  Chief  Secretary  to  say 
that  the  words  of  his  own  Statute  do  not 
make  the  matter  more  clear. 

Mr.  a.  COHEN  (Southwark,  W.) : 
According  to  the  highest  authorities, 
conspiracy  is  nothing  else  than  a  crimi- 
nal agreement.  The  Attorney  General 
for  England  will  assent  to  that.  Then 
how  can  you  speak  of  taking  part  in  an 
agreement  ?  Is  not  that  an  absurdity  ? 
You  can  be  parties  to  an  agreement; 
but  it  is  absurd  to  talk  of  taking  part  in 
an  agreement. 

Mr.  MAUEICE  HEALT  :  I  wish  to 
emphasize  the  fact  that  I  have  been 
compelled  to  draw  up  and  move  this 
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Amendment  by  the  use,  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  of  language  of  a  novel 
and  untechnical  character.  When  you 
use  language  in  a  Bill  which  is  not  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  of  grammar, 
you  tell  us  it  is  technical  language  that 
IS  clearly  understood.  Now,  I  maintain 
that  if  the  crime  is  murder,  you  should 
say  murder ;  if  it  is  arson,  you  should 
say  arson — and  not  taking  part  in  mur- 
der, or  taking  part  in  arson.  In  the 
4th  section,  there  are  some  half-a-dozen 
crimes  described  in  proper  and  technical 
language — namely, 

**  Murder  or  manslaughter ;  attempt  to  mur- 
der ;  aggravated  crime  of  violence  against  the 
person ;  arson  by  statute  or  common  law ; 
breaking  into,  firing  at  or  into,  or  otherwise 
assaulting  or  injuring  a  dwelling-house." 

I  fail  to  see  why,  in  this  section,  the 
Government  should  have  departed  from 
the  use  of  ordinary  and  well-established 
legal  language,  and  say  that  the  words 
I  propose  to  insert  are  surplusage.  Now, 
I  think  it  would  have  been  surplusage 
if  I  had  used  the  word  **  conspire,"  be- 
cause every  lawyer  knows  that  to  con- 
spire implies  **  wilfully  and  knowingly." 
The  Government  have  gone  out  of  their 
way  in  using  words  of  a  novel  character 
— namely,  "  any  person  who  shall  take 
part  in  a  criminal  conspiracy ; "  and  I 
think  we  are  compelled  to  step  in  and 
see  that  words  so  wide  in  their  character 
are  not  to  be  wrested  from  the  meaning 
it  is  intended  by  the  Government  they 
should  bear.  I  consider  that  this  is  an 
important  Amendment,  and  that  it  is  not 
surplusage. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo.  E.) :  I  must 
say  that  the  silence  of  the  Government 
is  exceedingly  ominous.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Southwark  (Mr.  A. 
Cohen)  has  pointed  out  the  extraordi- 
nary character  of  these  words,  and,  as 
the  Government  remain  silent,  we  are 
naturally  led  to  suppose  that  they  have 
some  purpose  in  retaining  words  so  pe- 
culiar, and  that  they  will  not  condescend 
to  give  any  expression  of  their  views  to 
the  Committee.  The  words  are — **any 
person  who  shall  take  part  in  a  criminal 
conspiracy ; "  and  as  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Southwark  has 
pointed  out,  those  words  are  simply  ab- 
surd, unless  it  is  intended  to  use  the 
clause  in  an  operative  way,  and  in  some 
way  which  would  not  have  been  posaiblo 
if  ordinary  lang;uage  had  be^ft 
Let  ro^  give  tWa  " 
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liamentary  Party  to  which  I  belong  con- 
siste  of  86  Members.    If  one  of  us  were 
brought  up,  and  the  charge  were  brought 
home  to  him  of  having  taken  part  in  a 
criminal  conspiracy,  every  one  of  those 
86  Members  of  the  Irish  Party  would  be 
liable  to  prosecution ;  and  so  those  who 
have  voted  with  us  would  be  held  to  be 
parties  to  everything  that    has    been 
going  on  in  Ireland.    There  is  another 
matter   which    occurs    to    my  mind — 
namely,  the  fact  that  everybody  con- 
nected with  a  newspaper  who  may  ad- 
vertise a  sale  of  stock  in  Ireland  under 
the  Plan  of  Campaign,  any  person  en- 
gaged in  printing  or  selling  that  news- 
paper, or  in  working  the  press  in  the 
office,  may  be  held  to  have  taken  part  in 
a  criminal  conspiracy.    All  we  want  is 
that  the  Government  should  confine  the 
clause  to  those  who  may  be  actually  en- 
gaged in  a  conspiracy.    Before  we  pro- 
ceed to  a  Division,  I  hope  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  that  the  Government  are 
themselves  to  blame  for  the  length  to 
which  this  discussion  has  extended.  The 
discoesion  of  the  Amendment  has  taken 
quite  three  times  the  length  it  would 
Have  taken  if  the  Gt>vernment  had  met 
tis,  in  the  first  instance,  with  ordinary 
courtesy. 

Original  Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided*. — Ayes  114; 
Noes  155  :  Majority  41.— (Div.  List, 
No.  160.) 

Mb.  CHANCE:  An  Amendment  in 
my  name  stands  next  on  the  Paper ;  but 
I  do  not  feel  inclined  to  stand  in  the  way 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
South  Hackney  (Sir  Charles  Eussell), 
and,  therefore,  I  will  not  move  it. 

SiE  CHARLES  RUSSELL  (Hackney, 
8.);  In  rising  to  move  that  the  words 
**take  part  in  any  criminal  conspiracy" 
he  omitted,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
the  words  "  conspire  by  violence  or  in- 
timidation," I  trust  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land will  be  good  enough  to  apply 
his  mind  to  the  reasons  I  am  about  to 
give  in  favour  of  the  Amendment.  I 
fully  recognize  the  position  in  which  the 
matter  now  stands — namely,  that  cer- 
tain points  have  been  determined  by  the 
Committee  in  the  Yotes  which  have  al- 
Mdy  been  taken  on  this  part  of  the 
X  am,  of  course,  ready  to  recog- 
that  the  Committee  have 
inquiry  into  offences  in 


Section  2  is  to  take  place  under  Sec- 
tion 1 ;  and  also,  that  on  the  Amend- 
ment of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Bradford  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  it 
was  decided  yesterday,  that  conspiracy 
is  one  of  the  offences  and  crimes  in  re- 
gard to  which  summary  jurisdiction  may 
be  exercised  by  the  Resident  Magis- 
trates. Fully  bearing  that  in  mind,  I 
believe  that  my  Amendment  is  quite  in 
harmony  with  the  decisions  which  have 
been  arrived  at.  Considering  who  the 
magistrates  will  be  by  whom  the  Bill  will 
have  to  be  administered  when  it  becomes 
law,  it  is  necessary,  for  their  guidance, 
to  lay  down  clearly  and  distinctly,  that 
the  conspiracy  with  which  they  will 
have  to  deal  is  one  of  a  defined  crimi- 
nal character.  I  think  it  is  impossible 
— and  I  say  so  with  all  deference  to  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friends  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Table — it  is  impossible  to 
defend  this  clause  as  it  now  stands. 
The  first  observation  I  make  upon  it 
is,  although  the  discussion  has  to 
some  extent  been  anticipated — and  I 
shall  avoid  as  far  as  I  can  repeating  it 
— these  words — **  take  part  in  a  crimi- 
nal conspiracy,"  are  not  words,  as  far  as 
I  know,  which  can  be  found  in  any 
Statute.  In  dealing  with  a  criminal 
question,  I  think  we  are  entitled  to 
know — and  the  reasonableness  of  the 
demand  will  be  recognized — what  the 
Government  mean  by  these  words,  *'  take 
part  in  a  criminal  conspiracy,"  and  why 
they  have  departed  from  the  use  of  the 
usual  language  in  such  cases — namely, 
**  shall  conspire."  In  other  words,  we 
are  entitled  to  know  what  is  meant  to  be 
covered  by  the  words,  **take  part  in  a 
criminal  conspiracy,"  which  would  not 
be  covered  by  the  words  **  shall  con- 
spire," and  if  anything  is  left  to  be 
covered  by  the  words  '*  take  part  in  a 
criminal  conspiracy  "  which  would  not 
be  covered  by  the  words  **  shall  con- 
spire." Why  have  they  adopted  these 
unusual  words  ?  It  is  not  at  all  an  exag- 
geration to  say  that  undoubtedly  these 
words,  "  take  part  in  a  criminal  con- 
spiracy," may,  in  their  construction,  be 
stretched  beyond  what  the  Government 
honestly  desire  in  the  legitimate  admi- 
nistration of  the  Act.  Is  it  intended 
by  the  use  of  these  unusual  words  to 
include  not  only  the  offences  directly 
dealt  with  under  this  section,  but  some- 
thing which  does  not  amount  to  con- 
spiracy ?    If  the  man  who  *'  takes  part 
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in  a  crimiDal  coDspiracy ''  is  to  be  the 
conspirator  who  conspires,  why  not  say 
that  the  section  is  to  apply  to  persons 
who  ''  shall  conspire."  Cases  have  al- 
ready been  pointed  out,  and  they  may 
be  multiplied  indefinitely,  in  which  by 
the  use  of  this  language,  persons  may 
be  said  to  have  taken  part  in  a  con- 
spiracy, although  in  no  sense  have  they 
really  been  conspirators.  Let  me  assume 
a  combination  among  tenants  to  pay  a 
reduced  rent,  and  that  the  persons  who 
are  combining  hold  a  meeting,  and  the 
proeeedings  at  such  meeting  are  reported 
in  the  columns  of  the  newspapers.  Is 
it  to  be  said  that  reporting  the  meeting 
is  '*  taking  part  in  a  criminal  con- 
spiracy," so  as  to  make  the  newspaper 
proprietor  an  accomplice  in  a  conspiracy 
under  this  clause.  Is  it  to  be  said  that 
anybody  who  takes  part  in  anything 
which  may  lead  up  to  a  conspiracy  is 
necessarily  a  conspirator  ?  It  is  essen- 
tial that  there  should  be  no  ambiguity 
on  this  point,  and  we  are  entitled  to 
have  a  clear  explanation  from  the  Qo- 
vemment  of  the  reason  which  has  in- 
duced them  to  depart  from  the  usual 
language  of  an  Act  of  Parliament.  To 
illustrate  what  I  mean,  let  me  refer  the 
Committee  to  the  5th  sub-seotion  of  this 
clause— 

'*  Any  ^rson  who,  by  words  or  acts,  shall 
incite,  solicit,  encourage,  or  persuade  any  other 
per8«)n  to  commit  any  of  the  offences  hereinbe- 
fore mentioned." 

So  that  under  that  sub-section  any  per- 
son who  might  incite,  solicit,  encourage, 
or  persuade,  A  and  B  to  take  part  in  a 
criminal  conspiracy  with  C  and  D,  to 
compel  or  induce  the  rest  of  the  letters 
of  the  alphabet  to  do  any  of  the  offences 
mentioned  in  the  Act  would  be  a 
criminal  offender.  It  is  absolutely 
necessary,  if  there  is  to  bo  any  real  safe- 
guard for  the  working  of  the  Act,  that 
the  words  should  be  much  more  closely 
drawn,  and  the  offences  proposed  to  be 
dealt  with  more  clearly  defined  than  is 
the  case  in  the  clause  as  it  now  stands. 
I  wish,  however,  to  make  my  position 
clear  upon  another  ground.  The  Home 
Secretary,  speaking  in  the  debate  on  the 
12th  of  April,  said — 

'*  This  Bill  is  not  directed  at  combinations 
amonff  tenants  to  pay  only  a  reduced  rent, 
provided  they  do  not  have  recourse  to  violence 
or  unlawful  means." — (3  Hansard,  [313]  784.) ; 

and  later  he  interrupted  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld), 
and  said — 

air  Chart:  8  Russell 


**  Any  combination  of  tenants  in  which  they 
agree  between  themselves  to  pay  a  lower 
rent,  without  using  any  means  of  coercion  on 
the  landlord,  would  be  a  lawful,  and  not  a 
criminal  combination." — (Ibid,  798.) 

If  the  Government  really  means  that 
these  combinations  are  only  criminal 
when  criminal  means  are  used  they 
ought  to  alter  the  first  line  of  this  sub- 
section, so  as  to  put  the  matter  beyond 
doubt.  Having  called  attention  to  the 
language  of  the  Home  Secretary,  let 
me  refer  also  to  a  letter  written  by  Lord 
Bramwell  to  one  of  the  newspapers,  in 
which  he  declares  that  it  is  not  con- 
spiracy for  tenants  to  agree  to  act  to- 
gether ;  that  there  is  no  such  crime  as 
inciting  to  do  a  lawful,  and  not  an  illegal 
act.  Yet  this  Bill  is  making  it  a  crime 
to  solicit  anyone  to  do  what  is  admitted 
not  to  be  unlawful  in  itself.  We  have 
had  long  and  learned  discussions  on  the 
Law  of  Conspiracy,  and  I  think  the 
conclusion  to  be  derived  from  those  dis- 
cussions is,  that  the  Law  of  Conspiracy 
which  exists  in  this  country  is  of  an  ex- 
ceedingly vague  and  indefinite  character. 
It  is  hardly  too  much  to  say  that  at  one 
time,  according  to  the  current  of  judicial 
opinion,  anything  might  have  been 
called  a  criminal  conspiracy  which  any 
Judge  chose  to  regard  as  morally, 
socially,  or  politically  wrong.  The 
safeguard  was  that  it  did  not  depend 
upon  the  Judge  to  determine  whether 
or  not  there  was  guilt  under  a  charge  of 
conspiracy,  because  in  the  administration 
of  the  Law  of  Conspiracy  the  functions 
of  the  jury  always  came  in  as  a  protec- 
tion and  a  defence  against  Judge-made 
law  on  the  subject.  But  that  is  a  pro- 
tection and  a  defence  which  the  Qovem- 
ment,  by  their  present  scheme,  are 
taking  away,  and  they  are  leaving  the 
Law  of  Conspiracy,  admittedly  vague, 
to  be  dealt  with  by  a  tribunal  in  which 
we  have  had  ample  proof,  in  the  course 
of  this  discussion,  no  great  amount  of 
faith  can  be  reposed,  and  which  will  be 
drawn  mainly  from  a  class  adverse  to 
the  class  against  which  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill  are  to  be  directed,  and  a  class 
of  men  who  have  no  right  to  be  consi- 
dered lawyers  equal  to  the  task  of  dis- 
criminating nice  questions  of  law.  There- 
fore, we  ought  to  make  the  law  clear 
and  plain,  and  that  is  the  object  of  the 
Amendment  I  am  about  to  propose.  It 
is  no  answer  to  my  Amendment  for  the 
Government  to  say  that  they  do  not  pro* 
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pose  in  this  Bill  to  codify  the  Law  of 
Gonspiracy.    I  do  not  ask  them  to  codify 
the  Law  of  Conspiracy;  I  leave  the 
general  Law  of  Conspiracy  to  be  dealt 
with  by  the  ordinary  law  and  the  ordi- 
nary tribunals.    All  I  ask  by  the  Amend- 
ment is  to  restrict  the  exercise  of  this 
summary   jurisdiction   which    you   are 
giving  to  this  tribunal  to  cases  of  con- 
spiracy which  are  clear,  unmistakable, 
and  criminal  in  their  character.     There- 
fore, I  am  not  answered  by  the  objection 
urged  the  other  night  by  my  right  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, that  I  am  asking  the  Government  to 
codify  the  Law  of  Conspiracy.     There 
is    another   matter   in  regard    to   the 
vagueness  of  this  clause  of  the  Bill — 
namely,  the  use  of  the  word  **  criminal " 
as  it  is  used  in  the  context.    I  submit, 
with  great  confidence,   that  the  word 
'* criminal"  as  it  stands  in  the  section 
has  no  force  whatever  greater  than  the 
section  would  have  if  that  word  had 
been  omitted.     The  section  begins  by 
saying — **  Any  person  who  shall  commit 
any  of   the    following    offences,"   and 
omitting  the  word  **  criminal,"  it  pro- 
ceeds to  say — "Any  person  who  shall 
take  part  in  any  conspiracy,"  and  so  on. 
If  the  word  "  criminal "  were  not  used, 
the  Legislature  would  show  that  it  in- 
tends to  treat  as  ofifences  under  this  sec- 
tion the  doing  of  the  particular  matters 
which  are  specified,  and  the  matter  is 
noteubstantially  improved  by  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  Attorney  General — ^No.  25 
— ^by  which  he  seeks  to  introduce  the 
words    **  any  criminal  conspiracy  now 
punishable  by  law."    What  guide  would 
that  bo  to  the  uninformed  tribunal  which 
is  to  administer  this  section  as  to  mat- 
ters npon  which  there  may  be  a  serious 
difference  of  opinion  ?    In  my  opinion, 
it  is  not  possible  to  formulate  any  judg- 
ment on  the  Law  of  Conspiracy  much 
closer  than  that  which  I  have  ventured 
to  suggest,  and  the  interpretation  of  the 
law  will   depend  very  much  upon  the 
mind  of  the  Judges  of  the  particular 
tribunals  who  will  have  to  administer 
it.    But  I  will  point  out  to  the  Com- 
mittee   some    further   reasons  why  it 
teems  to  me  to  be  important  in  the  mat- 
ter whether  there  ought  to  be  this  dis- 
tinction.    The  whole  tendency  of  the 
legislative  efforts  of  successive  Govern- 
ments has  been  to  get  rid  of  the  present 
vague  and  indefinite  state  of  the  law 
which  goes  under  the  general  designa- 


tion of  the  Common  Law  of  Conspiracy ; 
and  my  hon.  and  learned  Friends  will 
remember  that  upon  the  Commission  on 
which  some  of  the  most  distinguished 
Judges  sat,  including  Mr.  Justice 
Stephen,  Lord  Blackburn,  Lord  Justice 
Barry,  and  Mr.  Justice  Lush,  the  Com- 
mission sought  to  limit  the  Law  of  Con- 
spiracy to  certain  definite  subject-matter 
which  they  specified  under  various  heads, 
and  to  remove  entirely  from  the  law 
that  reference  to  the  Common  Law  of 
Conspiracy  which  is  now,  under  general 
words,  introduced  again  in  so  insidious 
and  dangerous  a  form.  In  their  Eeport, 
the  Commissioners  go  the  length  of  say- 
ing— 

"  We  have  taken  upon  ourselves  the  responsi- 
bility of  recommending  that  conspiracy  (amongst 
other  crimes)  should  no  longer  be  indictable  at 
Common  Law,  and  the  principal  statutory  con- 
spiracies provided  for  were  " — 

I  direct  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  this  because  it  gives  an  exhaustive 
enumeration  of  criminal  conspiracies — 

"  treasonable  seditions  to  bring  false  accusations 
to  defraud  and  to  commit  indictable  offences." 

When  Sir  John  Holker  brought  in  his 
Bill  it  was  framed  on  the  lines  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  Criminal  Code 
Commission ;  but  I  do  not  find  in  the 
Code  which  he  proposed  any  such  pro- 
vision as  this — 

*^  To  compel  or  induce  any  person  or  persons 
either  not  to  fulfil  his  or  their  legal  obligations, 
or  not  to  let,  hire,  use,  or  occupy  any  land,  or 
not  to  deal  with,  work  for,  or  hire  any  person 
or  persons  in  the  ordinary  course  of  trade,  busi- 
ness, or  occupation,  or  to  interfere  with  the 
administration  of  the  law." 

There  is  no  such  category  contained  in 
Sir  John  Holker's  Code  under  the  head 
of  "Conspiracy."  The  Amendment  I 
now  propose  to  the  Committee  will,  if 
adopted,  make  the  clause  read — "Any 
person  who  shall  conspire  by  violence  or 
intimidation  to  compel  or  induce  any  of 
tho  things  specified  in  the  clause  to  be 
done."  I  wish  to  know  what  reason- 
able objection  can  be  urged  to  that 
Amendment  ?  What  is  the  offence  that 
is  criminal  in  its  character  which  is  not 
covered  by  those  words  ?  What  criminal 
conspiracy  is  not  included  in  the  words 
**  any  person  who  shall  conspire  by  vio- 
lence or  intimidation"  to  do  certain 
things.  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of  bear- 
ing the  speech  of  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Attorney  General  the  other 
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day,  but  I  have  read  it.  It  was  de- 
livered in  connection  with  another 
clause,  in  regard  to  which  I  conceive 
that  the  discussion  was  a  little  prema- 
ture. I  believe  that  you,  Mr.  Courtney, 
gave  an  intimation  to  that  effect,  and, 
if  I  may  say  so,  I  quite  agree  with 
you.  My  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
was  pressed  to  say  if  the  object  of  the 
clause  was  not  covered  by  my  words. 
What  was  his  answer  ?  He  made  this 
strained  suggestion — that  there  might 
be  a  case  of  putting  pressure  upon  a 
man  to  compel  him  to  do  or  not  to  do  a 
thing — such  as  a  combination  to  injure 
and  defame.  Is  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  able  to  say  that  that  is  a  com- 
mon offence?  Certainly,  we  have  no 
evidence  of  its  existence  in  Ireland.  I 
do  not  recollect  a  single  case  in  my  life 
in  which  a  charge  of  conspiring  to  in- 
jure and  defame  has  ever  been  tried. 
Therefore,  if  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  has  nothing  further  to  say  than 
that,  I  think  he  has  given  no  answer  at 
all  to  my  Amendment.  I  submit  that  if 
any  such  cases  should  arise,  it  would  be 
only  right  and  proper  to  leave  them  to 
be  dealt  with  by  the  ordinary  law,  and 
not  to  be  dealt  with  by  a  tribunal  with 
summary  jurisdiction.  I  again  wish  to 
impress  on  the  Committee  that  I  am  not 
seeking  to  have  anything  declared  to  be 
no  offence,  which  according  to  law  is 
an  offence ;  but  I  wish  to  have  it  shown 
in  unmistakable  language  that  what  the 
Legislature  means  in  giving  this  power 
to  the  Irish  Sesident  Magistrates  is  to 
give  them  power  to  deal  with  conspi- 
racies which  are  conspiracies  by  violence 
or  intimidation  to  coerce  persons  to  do  or 
not^to  do  certain  things.  These  are  the 
reasons  which  induce  me  to  think  that  the 
Amendment  is  one  which  ought  to  be 
accepted  by  the  Government,  and  all  the 
more,  because  of  the  character  of  the 
tribunal  to  which  this  jurisdiction  is  re- 
mitted, and  because  the  Government  have 
professed  to  the  House  that  they  intend  to 
put  down  real  crime  only.  I  say  that  the 
clause,  as  it  stands,  goes  far  beyond 
that ;  that  the  language  in  which  it  is 
couched  is  imperfect,  indefinite,  incom- 
plete, and  objectionable;  that  it  gives 
power  to  the  Besident  Magistrates  which 
they  ought  not  to  have,  and  it  makes 
use  of  language  which  is  easily  capable 
of  being  misconstrued.  I  beg  to  move 
the  Amendment  of  which  I  have  given 
Notice. 

Sir  Charles  Ruisell 


Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  2,  lino  1 7,  leave  out  the  words  "  take 
part  in  any  criminal  conspiracy,"  and  insert 
the  words  "conspire  by  violence  or  intimida- 
tion."— {Sir  Charles  Russell.) 

Question  proposed,  **That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL   (Sir 
Richard  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) :  My 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  complains  of 
the  words  ^*  take  part  in  any  criminal 
conspiracy."     I  do  not  agree  with  him 
that  this  language  is  untechnical.     The 
reason  why  that  language  is  adopted  is 
because  the  Government  are  of  opinion, 
rightly  or  wrongly,  that  it  correctly  ex- 
presses what  is  the  legal  effect  of  the 
acts    which    constitute    conspiracy.     I 
pointed  out  the  other  night  that  it  was 
not  only  the  conspiracy  or  agreeing  which 
was  important  in  relation  to  this  matter, 
but  that  it  was  the  intent,  purpose,  and 
means  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  carry 
out  the  agreement,  and  that  some  of 
these  matters  will  have  to  be  considered 
as  questions  of  fact,  and  not  as  ques- 
tions of  law,  when  you  are  dealing  with 
the  question  of  criminal  conspiracy.  My 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  says  that  the 
word  **  criminal,"  inserted  in  the  Bill, 
means  nothing,  and  he  says,  also,  that 
I  mean  nothing   by  the    Amendment 
which  I  have  proposed,  the  words  of 
which  are    **  any  criminal    conspiracy 
now  punishable  by  law."    [Sir  Chari^s 
Russell  :  I  said  it  was  too  vague.]    If 
my  hon.  Friend  had  waited,  I  think  I 
should  have,  in  another  instant,  have 
made  my  meaning  clear.    I  will  point 
out  again  to  the  Committee  why  these 
words  were  inserted.     We  have  argued 
over    and  over  again    that    there    are 
combinations  or  conspiracies  which  are 
not    unnecessarily  unlawful    or  crimi- 
nal ;  and  we  consider  it  desirable  that 
on  the  face  of  the  section,  especially 
when  we  are  transferring  the  jurisdic- 
tion to  a  new  tribunal,  we  should  indi- 
cate that  we  do  mean  conspiracies  of  a 
criminal  character,   and  not   combina- 
tions which,  although  they  might   be 
objectionable  —  such,  for  instance,    as 
that  to  which  I  referred  the  other  night — 
are  still  not  criminal  in  their  character. 
Therefore,  we  thought,  and  still  think, 
that  the  word  ** criminal"  is  operatiye 
and  effective.    What  I  propose  to  do  is 
this.     It  is  suggested  that  you  would 
be  able  to  treat  things  as  conspiracies 
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which  would  not  now  be  regarded  as 
oonspiracies,  owing  to  altered  circum- 
staaces.  It  was  for  tb.o  purpose  of 
meeting  that  objection  that  the  words 
are  to  be  introduced  "punishable  by 
law."  I  am  surprised  that  it  should  be 
imagined  that  the  words  in  Sub-section  5 
can  be  construed  as  incitiog  to  do  a 
lawful  thing;  the  simple  object  of  the 
words  is  to  enable  an  accessory  to  bo 
dealt  with,  and  it  was  in  no  way  with 
the  object  of  making  anything  unlawful 
which  was  otherwise  lawful  that  these 
words  are  introduced.  There  is  a  fur- 
ther argument  of  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  which  I  wish  to  deal  with.  He 
said  jou  ought  to  lay  down  some  strict 
definition  of  conspiracy,  because  you  are 
going  to  transfer  the  jurisdiction  from 
the  jury  to  the  magistrate,  and  because 
you  are  taking  away  the  safeguard  of 
the  jury.  I  am  aware  that  this  is  an 
Important  matter;  but  will  the  Com- 
mittee for  a  moment  consider  what  the 
real  safeguard  of  the  jury  is  ?  The  only 
ground  on  which  this  could  be  suggested 
is  that  the  Eesident  Magistrates  would 
not  be  as  good  judges  of  facts  as  the 
jury  are ;  but  it  is  not  that  the  jury  are 
competent  lawyers,  but  that  they  are 
considered  to  be  good  judges  of  facts, 
and  of  the  intent  or  purpose  with  which 
an  act  is  done.  That,  I  think,  might  be 
left  to  the  Besident  Magistrate,  because 
you  say  we  are  taking  it  out  of  the 
region  of  inference  of  law.  I  assume  that 
the  Besident  Magistrates  do  their  duty, 
and  that  they  are  not  corrupt  or  partial, 
bat  honest  men.  Then,  I  say,  that  they 
are  as  good  judges  of  fact,  and  even 
better,  than  the  highest  skilled  and 
trained  lawyers,  although  they  do  not 
know  so  much  of  the  law.  I  submit 
that  the  very  criticism  against  the  re- 
moval from  juries  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  has  brought  forward 
is  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  transfer 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Besident 
Magistrates.  My  hon.  and  learned 
Priend  says  you  will  find  nothing  in  the 
Criminal  Codt^  which  contemplates  such 
a  distinction  as  this  with  regard  to  con- 
spiracy. My  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
read  out  somewhat  hurriedly  an  enu- 
meration of  the  different  kinds  of  con- 
spiracy, but  I  think  I  caught  the  words 
''conspiracy  to  commit  an  indictable 
offeDoe."  I  believe  those  words  were 
there,  and  if  so,  I  say  that  is  not  a  nar- 
row definition  of  the  Law  of  Conspiracy ; 


it  is  a  net  spread  as  wide  as  it  can 
be  spread.  My  objection  to  the  Amend- 
ment of  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  is 
not  an  argument  drawn  from  any  Act  of 
Parliament;  it  is  that  it  narrows  the 
offence  to  a  degree  to  which  it  ought 
not  to  be  narrowed.  I  want  to  know 
why  a  conspiracy  **  by  fraud  ''  to  compel 
people  to  do  these  acts  should  Dot  be  an 
indictable  offence?  If  I  put  in  *^  by 
fraud,"  it  might  immediately  be  said  that 
we  are  endeavouring,  for  the  purposes 
of  this  Bill,  to  codify  what  is  criminal 
conspiracy ;  and  I  protest  that  it  would 
be  unwise  to  insert  in  this  Bill  the 
particular  acts  which  are  to  constitute 
criminal  conspiracy.  There  are  a  g^eat 
variety  of  cases  outside  the  words  **  vio- 
lence or  intimidation  "  which  may  have 
to  be  dealt  with  under  this  section ;  and 
to  accept  the  Amendment  would  be  to 
let  go  free  many  conspiracies  which  we 
are  endeavouring  to  put  an  end  to.  For 
these  reasons,  it  is  impossible  for  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  accept  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  J.  B.  BALFOUB  (Clackmannan, 
&c.) :  It  is,  I  think,  impossible  to  ex- 
aggerate the  importance  of  this  ques- 
tion, although  it  may,  perhaps,  appear 
dry  and  technical.  We  are  now  upon  a 
clause  dealing  with  the  matter  of  sum- 
mary jurisdiction,  and  the  proposal  is 
to  amend  it  by  the  substitution  of 
certain  words.  With  regard  to  what 
the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
said  on  the  subject  of  conspiracy  to  de- 
fraud, I  believe  that  all  such  cases  in 
Scotland  have  been  dealt  with  by  the 
ordinary  law  and  the  ordinary  tribunals ; 
and  I  am  quite  sure  that  it  is  not  for  the 
purpose  of  striking  at  any  such  thing 
that  this  Bill  is  brought  in,  or  that  it  is 
proposed  to  establish  summary  jurisdic- 
tion. I  think  the  Attorney  General  ad- 
mitted that,  to  take  part  in  a  conspiracy, 
was  simply  to  conspire,  and  that  to  con- 
spiro  was  to  agree  to  do  an  unlawful 
thing.  If  that  is  so,  why  do  not  the 
Government  accept  the  Amendment  of 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend,  and  say 
**  conspire."  I  think  that  if  the  words 
proposed  by  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
were  introduced,  no  one  would  suppose 
that  something  wider  was  intended ;  but 
if  the  Bill  is  sulowed  to  remain  as  it  now 
stands,  the  Besident  Magistrates  might 
be  persuaded  that  a  person  who  had 
been  concerned  otherwise  than  as  an 
agreeing  party  should  be  got  at  under 
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this  clause.    If  the  words  ''take  part 
in"  are  intended  in  the  proper  sense 
of    take    part    as    a    party,    then,    I 
say,    nee   the    word    **  conspire."      It 
is  the  danger  I  have  referred  to,  and 
which  we  think  exists  in  the  Bill,  that 
makes  it  right  that  the  words  in  ques- 
tion should  be  struck  out ;  and  even  if 
the  Attorney  General  is  satisfied  that 
nothing  more  than  the  words   ''take 
part  in  "  should  be  struck  out,  the  Go- 
vernment ought,  I  think,  to  accept  the 
word  "  conspire."     Now,   that  is  the 
£rst   point   which   is  involved  in  the 
Amendment.     The   next   point  is    the 
use  of  the  word  "  criminal."     This  has 
been  made  the  subject  of  discussion  al- 
ready,  and  I  do   not  propose    to    go 
farther  into  it;  but  if  the  word  "cri- 
minal "  is  intended  to  have  any  efficacy, 
it  should  be  made  clear  what  that  effi- 
cacy is,  because  I  apprehend  that  nothing 
can  be  more  dangerous  than  to  put  be- 
fore an  unskilled  tribunal  such  a  word 
as   "criminal"  to  characterize   things 
which  are  not  in  themselves  crimes.  It  is 
customary  in  Scotch  indictments  to  use 
the  words  "  wickedly  and  feloniously ;  " 
but  it  is  held  that  these  are  words  of 
style,  and  that  the  use  of  them  does  not 
make  the  thing  described  by  them  a 
"crime,"    unless  it   is  so  apart  from 
the  use  of  these  words.    If  the  word 
which  we  are  considering  is  only  a  word 
of  style,  and  not  intended  to  make  a 
thing   criminal  which   is  not  in  itself 
criminal,  then  it  ought   to   be  struck 
out;    but    if   it    is    meant  to    charac- 
terize as  criminal  something  that  was 
not  so  before,  then,  I  say,  there  ought 
to  be  some  definition  of  what  makes  it 
criminal.     If   things  are  to    be    made 
crimes  which  are  not  in    their  essence 
criminal,  then  you  should  say  so  ;  but, 
in  that  case,  the  words  ought  not  to  be 
used.    Again,  if  what  is  meant  is  only 
to  characterize  the  thing  as  criminal,  if 
done  by  criminal  means,  we  ought  to 
know  what  these  means  are,  and  what 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend's  Amend- 
ment proposes  is  that  the  clause  should 
tell  us  the  means,  so  that  a  magistrate 
may  know  whether  an  act  is  done  by 
means  which  are  illegal  or  not.    This  is 
a  matter  of  great  importance,  and  it  is 
particularly  so  in  view  of  the  kind  of 
tribunal  by  which  the  Bill  will  be  ad- 
ministered.    The  hon.  and  learned  At-^ 
tomey  General,  in  answer  to  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  Member  for  South 
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Hackney  (Sir  Charles  Eussell),  endea- 
voured  to  deal  with  the  argument  that 
an  Act  which  might  be  safely  admi- 
nistered by  a  higher  tribunal,   and  a 
jury,  might  not  be  so  safe  if  adminis- 
tered by  Besident  Magistrates.  I  under- 
stand the  Attorney  General  to  say  that 
the  value  of  a  jury  consists  in  this — ^that 
the  jury  is  a  good  judge  of  fact,  although 
it  might  not  be  a  good  judge  of  law,  and 
that  the  Besident  Magistrates  of  Ireland 
are  to  be  assimilated  to  a  jury  on  ac- 
count of  their  ability  to  judge  of  facts, 
although  not  of  law.    I  do  not  suppose 
that  anyone  would  say  that  an  average 
jury  is  so  good  a  judge  of  fact,  pure  and 
simple,  as  a  Judge;  but  then  a  jury  brings 
in  other  elements,  one  of  which  is  a 
common-sense  way  of  looking  at  things. 
The  g^eat  complaint  with  reference  to 
Besident     Magistrates    is     that    they 
would  not  introduce  into  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Criminal  Law  the  mitigating 
and  common-sense  elements  which  the 
jury  introduce ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they 
would  add  a  new  terror  to  it.  I  say,  there- 
fore, when  you  are  confiding  a  novel 
jurisdiction  to  novel  administrators,  you 
ought  to  give  these  administrators  the 
clearest  instructions  as  to  what  they  have 
to  do.  I  believe  there  is  no  offence  knowa 
to  the  Criminal  Law  surrounded  by  so 
much  difficulty  and  delicacy  as  that  whick 
is  called  conspiracy.     If  the  question  is 
whether  a  man  has  picked  a  pocket  or 
committed  an  assault,  there  is  no  deli* 
cacy  about  that ;  but  when  you  are  con- 
sidering whether  he  is  guilty  of  con- 
spiracy, that  is  to  say,  whether  he  baa 
conspired  to  do  something  unlawful,  you 
get  into  a  very  delicate  region.    There- 
fore, when  you  have  to  deal  with  so 
subtle  a  matter  as  you  may  hare  to  deal 
with  under  this  clause,  there  ought  to  be 
no  doubt  left  either  as  to  the  character 
of  the  acts  intended  to  be  struck  at,  or 
as  to  the  means  by  which  they  are  to  be 
reached.  For  these  reasons,  I  shall  sup- 
port the  Amendment  of  the  hon.   and. 
learned  Member  for  Hackney,   as  the 
only  available  safeguard  in  this  .very 
special  and  difficult  matter. 

Mr.  MAUEICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  The 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  leamedL 
Member  for  Hackney  involves  two  dis« 
tinct  points;  first, there  is  the  pointy 
which  has  been  to  some  extent  alread3r 
discussed,  as  to  what  is  the  effect  of 
using  the  words  '4ake  part  in,"  as  dia— 
tinguished    from    the    technical    tenx^ 
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"coDspire;"  and  the  second  point  is, 
what  is  the  meaning  to  be  attached  to 
the  word  "  criminal."  If  the  Govern- 
ment mean  that  to  ''  take  part  in  a  cri- 
minal conspiracy  "  is  the  same  as  *'  con- 
spiracy," I  ask  whether  they  should 
not  put  that  meaniug  into  the  Bill  ?  If 
they  really  mean  that  these  words  are  to 
be  read  in  this  way,  that  they  only  apply 
to  persons  who  are  parties  to  a  criminal 
conspiracy,  then  there  is  no  great  differ- 
ence between  and  **  criminally  con- 
spiring." The  terms  are  practically 
synonymous,  and,  therefore,  there  can 
be  no  reason  why  the  Amendment 
should  not  be  adopted.  But  I  do  urge 
upon  the  Government  not  to  leave  the 
clause  in  its  present  form.  It  is  all 
very  well  for  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
men to  get  up  and  say  what  they  intend 
to  do ;  but  there  is  the  greatest  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  Eesident  Magis- 
trates will  be  very  far  from  accepting 
the  view  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman opposite.  My  opinion  is,  that 
the  clause,  as  at  present  constructed, 
will  allow  innocent  persons  to  be  con- 
rieted.  The  Government  say  that  they 
have  no  desire  to  have  the  clause  con- 
strued so  as  to  affect  innocent  persons ; 
bat  where  you  have  a  Eesident  Magis- 
trate administering  the  clause,  he  may 
come  to  the  conclusion  that,  in  certain 
cases,  he  might  convict  persons  who 
have  no  guilty  knowledge  in  the  matter. 
It  was  that  which  I  had  in  view  when  I 
moved  an  Amendment  to  a  former  sub- 
section ;  but,  of  course,  I  do  not  wish 
to  go  back  to  that.  I  say  that  if  the 
GoTemment  intend  that  the  section 
should  be  limited  in  the  manner  pointed 
out  by  the  Attorney  General  for  Eng- 
land, I  think  they  should  not  confine 
their  intentions  to  mere  expressions  in 
this  House,  but  embody  them  in  unam- 
biguous words  in  the  clause  itself.  We 
then  come  to  the  argument  turning  on 
the  word  "criminal,"  and  it  appears  to 
me  that  on  this  point  the  contention  of 
the  late  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  is  simply  unanswerable.  He 
said  that  the  word  '* criminal"  is  used 
in  one  of  two  ways;  it  is  used  either 
with  the  object  of  making  acts  criminal 
which  have  been  regarded  hitherto  as 
innocent,  or  it  is  used  as  a  definition.  If 
the  word  is  used  in  the  first  sense,  I 
cannot  imagine  any  more  serious  act  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  than  to 
come  down  to  the  Houee  and  seek  to 


introduce  so  great  a  change  by  this 
means.  If  the  Government  wished  to 
make  certain  combinations  illegal,  and 
to  make  it  illegal  to  combine  under  any 
circumstances,  then  I  say  that  they  are 
bound  to  express  their  intention  by  dis- 
tinct and  express  enactment,  and  should 
not  attempt  to  make  so  great  a  change 
in  the  law  by  the  mere  introduction  of 
an  adjective  into  this  Bill.  I  say  it  is 
clear  that  by  the  use  of  this  word  the 
Government  intend  to  effect  a  great 
change  in  the  law.  I  am  content  to 
believe  they  do  not  mean  to  do  anything 
with  regard  to  the  Bill  in  an  equivocal 
sense ;  but  then  we  are  driven  on  to  the 
second  horn  of  the  dilemma  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  late 
Lord  Advocate.  If  the  word  is  used  as 
a  definition,  then  I  can  imagine  no 
worse  mode  of  drafting  a  Bill,  and  the 
remedy  for  that  loose  draftsmanship  is 
that  pointed  out  by  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Hackney 
(Sir  Charles  Eussell).  If  the  Government 
mean  to  draw  a  distinction  between 
criminal  conspiracies  and  conspiracies 
that  are  not  criminal,  they  should  select 
the  form  of  combination  which  they 
wish  to  strike  at,  and  expressly  define 
what  that  form  of  combination  is.  Let 
them  tell  us  what  is  the  particular  species 
of  conspiracy  which  they  consider  cri- 
minal, and  then  we  shall  be  prepared 
to  discuss  the  matter  on  more  equal 
terms.  The  Amendment  before  the 
Committee  attempts  a  definition  of  this 
kind ;  it  limits  the  species  of  criminal 
conspiracies  which  can  be  struck  at 
under  this  clause  to  the  overt  acts 
pointed  at  in  this  clause.  Now,  if  the 
definition  of  threats  and  intimidation  is 
not  sufficiently  wide,  let  them  tell  us 
what  it  is  they  mean  to  strike  at.  This 
is  a  perfectly  clear  demand,  and  I  think 
it  is  one  to  which  we  should  have  some 
answer  further  than  that  which  has 
been  given  by  the  Attorney  General. 
The  Attorney  General  for  England  has 
suggested  the  word  '*  fraud,"  and  if  the 
Government  want  to  introduce  that,  I 
do  not  suppose  there  will  be  any  strong 
objection  to  their  doing  so.  At  any 
rate,  if  they  wish  the  wording  of  the 
clause  extended,  let  them  extend  it, 
provided  that  they,  in  some  manner, 
define  what  is  the  class  of  conspiracies 
at  which  they  want  to  strike.  There 
has  been  a  considerable  amount  of  ar- 
gument on  this  word  **  criminal,"  and 
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^f  the  Irish  Besident  Magistrates  are  in 
the  same  state  of  doubt  and  difficulty  on 
the  subject  as  has  hitherto  prevailed  on 
the  two  Front  Benches,  I  imagine  they 
will  have  rather  a  distressing  time  of 
it.  But,  for  my  part,  I  think  there 
has  been  some  confusion  in  this  matter. 
It  has  been  put  forward  that  the  words 
"criminal  conspiracy"  has  no  more 
meaning  than  the  words  **  criminal 
arson"  or  ''criminal  burglary,"  and  the 
Attorney  General  replied  to  that  by  re- 
ferring to  a  book  on  the  subject.  My 
view  is  that  there  ought  to  be  no  differ- 
ence of  opinion  about  the  matter.  It  is 
true  that  in  speaking  of  conspiracy 
lawyers  have  more  or  less  used  the 
phrase  ** criminal  conspiracy"  instead 
of  stating  what  the  criminality  is  ;  but 
it  does  not  follow  that  the  superfluous 
words  have  no  meaning.  Lawyers  have 
used  the  words  **  criminal  conspiracy," 
but,  80  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  the 
word  "conspiracy"  is  never  used  to 
apply  to  innocent  combinations ;  and  if 
the  word  "criminal  conspiracy"  are 
only  used  where  conspiracy  is  meant,  I 
say  that  the  words  have,  in  my  judg- 
ment, no  force  in  themselves.  There 
are  no  such  offences  as  criminal  and 
uncriminal  conspiracy  in  practice,  what- 
ever the  theory  may  be.  The  term 
"  criminal  conspiracy  "  does  not  enable 
anyone  to  discriminate  between  certain 
classes  of  combinations,  and  say  this  is 
criminal  and  this  is  not  criminal ;  and, 
therefore,  unless  the  Government  wish 
to  introduce  an  enormous  difficulty  in 
the  construing  of  this  clause,  they  are 
bound  to  define  to  what  class  of  con- 
spiracy they  refer,  and  not  content 
themselves  with  standing  on  the  words 
of  the  Bill.  That  brings  us  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  question  as  to  what 
classes  of  conspiracies  are  to  be  included 
in  this  clause ;  and  on  that  point  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  Government,  on  their  own 
case,  are  not  entitled  to  any  larger  scope 
in  the  section  than  that  pointed  out  in 
the  Amendment.  Their  case  is  that 
intimidation  prevails  in  Ireland,  and 
that  the  tenants  are  compelled  to  enter 
into  conspiracy  to  Boycott  people  in 
order  to  induce  them  not  to  pay  rent. 
That  is  their  whole  case  as  stated  in  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  who  said 
that  such  a  state  of  intimidation  pre- 
vaikd  that  persons  in  Ireland  are  com- 
pelled to  go  into  conspiracies  to  induce 
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others  by  Boycotting  not  to  hire  or  take 
land.  That  being  the  mischief  which 
they  say  is  struck  at  by  this  clause,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons will  be  doing  wisely  in  limiting 
the  remedy  proposed  to  be  applied  to 
the  particular  mischief  of  the  section. 

Mr.  E.  T.  EEID  (Dumfries,  &c.) :  I 
do  not  expect  to  be  able  to  make  any 
impression  on  the  Government,  because 
I  am  afraid  that  in  respect  of  all  the 
clauses  of  the  Bill  they  will  decline  to 
listen  to  any  Amendment ;  but  I  rise  to 
express  my  adherence  to  the  views  of 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  South  Hackney  (Sir  Charles  Eussell), 
and  to  say  that  I  regard  this  as  a  very 
dangerous  clause,  and  one  which  ought 
to  be  amended.     The  first  objection  I 
have  is  that  the  words  are  used — "  any 
person  who  shall  take  part  in  any  cri- 
minal conspiracy."  Now,  the  argument 
has  already  been  put  forward  by  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend;  but  I  observed 
that  the  Attorney  General,  in  answering 
him,  did  not  attempt  to  deny  the  accu- 
racy of  his  statements.     The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman    pointed    out   that 
taking  part  in  a   criminal  conspiracy- 
might  be  the  same  thing  as  conspiring. 
The  Attorney  General  said  it  was  the 
same  thing,  but  he  declined  to  go  fur« 
ther  and  say  why,  if  the  two  things  aro 
similar,  the  Government  decline  to  leave 
out  the  words  **  take  part  in."  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  hon.  ana  learned  Attorney 
General  why  he  insists  upon  using  those 
words  instead  of  the  simple  word  '*  con- 
spire?"    And  again,   to  repeat  what 
was  said  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  South  Hackney,  will  he  give  us 
any  authority  to  show  that  those  words 
have  been  used  before  ?    There  might 
be  a  conspiracy — for  example,  a  com- 
bination to  commit  murder  like  the  ICu 
Klux  conspiracy — and  there  might  be 
many  degrees  of    guilt   or   innocence 
in  those  who  took  part  in  it.     A  man 
who  conspires  would  have  been  one  of 
the  persons  actually  taking  part  in    a 
combination  for  the  commission  of  mur- 
der;   but  a  man  who  takes  part  in  a 
criminal  conspiracy  may  be    one    nrho 
takes  part  in  something  quite  different. 
There  are,  as  I  have  said,  many  deg^rees 
of   guilt,  and  using  language  of    this 
kind,  which  is  not  legal  language,  mi^ht 
lead  the  Resident  Magistrate  to  say  that, 
although  that  man  had  not  conspired, 
he,  nevertheless,  took  part  in  that  which 
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is  conspiracy  for  the  commission  of  an 
offence ;  and  therefore  I  hope  the  At- 
torney General  will  explain  why  it  is  we 
are  not  to  have  the  word  **  conspire," 
instead  of  the  words  '^  taking  part  in  a 
criminal  conspiracy."  I  will  now  turn 
to  another  point  mentioned  by  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  which  was  not  met 
by  the  Attorney  General  for  England. 
My  hon.  and  learned  Friend  pointed  out 
that  it  was  exceedingly  important  to 
define  the  particular  kind  of  conspiracies 
wluch  were  to  be  determined  by  the 
Besident  Magistrate,  and  the  Attorney 
Greneral  said  that  the  Law  of  Conspiracy 
18  Tery  difficult  of  definition.  It  is  so 
difficult  that  I  believe  those  on  the  two 
Front  Benclies  will  not  be  able  to  define 
in  what  conspiracy  consists.  If  that  is 
80, 1  think  the  Government  should  deter- 
mine what  is  the  nature  of  the  offence 
aimed  at  by  this  section,  and  curiously 
eoongh  they  have  attempted  to  do  so — 
it  is  not  persons  who  conspire  not  to 
perform  their  legal  obligations,  but 
those  who  conspire  to  make  others  not 
perform  their  legal  obligations.  He 
would  be  a  bold  man  indeed  who  should 
endeavour  to  codify  the  law  with  respect 
to  conspiracy,  and  I  should  be  sorry  to 
take  any  part  in  an  attempt  to  do  so. 
The  answer  of  the  Attorney  General  for 
England  to  this  Amendment  is  a  very 
short  one.  He  said  it  is  quite  true  you 
are  asking  us  to  define  conspiracy  ;  but 
^lat  are  the  reasons  why  you  ask  us  to 
do  that  ?  The  reason  you  put  forward 
is  that  the  safeguard  •f  the  jury  is  with- 
drawn, and  it  is  perfectly  true  that  the 
aafegnard  of  the  jury  is  of  exceeding 
great  importance,  because  whether  the 
ofinoe  is  punishable  or  not,  it  is  a  mixed 
question  of  law  and  fact.  But  the  At- 
torney General  seems  to  think  that  we 
have  an  excellent  substitute  for  the  jury 
in  the  Besident  Magistrates,  who,  he 
aaja,  are  excellent  judges  of  fact.  I 
ask  why,  if  they  are  excellent  judges  of 
{act  in  the  delicate  case  of  conspiracy, 
^ley  should  not  be  made  judges  of  fact 
in  Engliuid.  Scotland,  and  Wales  ?  But 
the  truth  is,  a  safeguard  is  required,  not 
because  we  are  disposed  to  impeach  the 
izitegrity  of  those  gentlemen,  but  be- 
cause we  do  not  think  they  are  in  touch 
with  the  people  of  the  country,  which  is 
Uiat  which  makes  trial  by  jury  so  valu- 
aUe  elsewhere.  If  it  is  true  that  the 
words  ^*  take  part  in  criminal  conspiracy  " 
dangerous,  f^nd  that  danger  is  not 


removed  by  the  Attorney  General  placing 
on  the  Paper  an  Amendment  to  say  that 
the  conspiracy  contemplated  here  must 
be  a  conspiracy  now  punishable  bylaw, 
because,  in  the  case  of  innocent  agents, 
there  is  no  protection,  unless  you  extend 
to  them  that  protection  which  you  refuse 
to  extend  to  them,  by  inserting  such 
words  as  **  wilful,"  or  **  knowingly."  It 
is  that  which  makes  this  clause  so  for- 
midable. Therefore,  I  say,  do  let  us 
try  to  get  rid  of  the  danger  of  employing 
empty,  vague,  and  general  language  in 
this  clause.  The  last  part  of  the  Amend- 
ment of  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  has 
the  words  **  conspire  by  violence  and 
intimidation."  No  doubt  violence  and 
intimidation  are  two  really  formidable 
methods  by  which  conspiracy  is  carried 
out.  But  conspiracy  might  be  carried 
out  by  persuasion,  and  that  is  not  the 
sort  of  thing  which  ought  to  be  struck  at 
by  exceptional  legislation,  nor  the  kind 
of  thing  which  is  dangerous  to  anyone. 
Therefore,  I  ask  that  there  may  be  a 
definition  here,  and  it  would  be  almost 
better  to  have  any  definition  than  to 
have  none.  If  the  words  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  South  Hackney 
proposes  are  not  sufficiently  wide,  let  the 
Government  suggest  others  if  they  will, 
but  do  not  leave  the  clause  undefined 
and  doubtful  in  character  in  reference  to 
an  offence  which  is  difficult  and  im- 
possible of  definition.  I  ask  the  At- 
torney General  again  why  the  words 
**  taking  part  in  a  criminal  conspiracy  " 
are  put  into  this  clause,  and  why  he  will 
not  define  those  particular  phases  of 
offence  which  it  appears  are  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  summary  jurisdiction. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (DubHn  Uni- 
versity): The  first  point  of  the  hon. 
Member  opposite  is  that  we  have  used 
the  words  '*  take  part  in  a  criminal  con- 
spiracy" instead  of  the  word  **  conspire ;" 
and  in  the  next  place,  he  asks  me  to  de- 
fine the  nature  of  the  conspiracies 
which  are  to  be  submitted  to  summary 
jurisdiction.  I  do  not  regard  the  words 
used  as  contrasted  with  the  word  ^'  con- 
spire "  as  anything  more  than  a  choice 
of  expression.  I  am  aware  that  the 
words  ** unlawful  combination"  some- 
times occur ;  but  with  a  large  experience 
in  the  administration  of  the  Criminal 
Law,  I  am  of  opinion  that  an  indictment 
would  be  perfectly  good  in  the  words  we 
have  made  use  of.    As  I  have  said,  the 
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words  in  the  clause  ''take  part  in  a  cri- 
minal conspiracy"  and  the  word  "con- 
spire "  mean  precisely  the  same  thing ; 
and  as  far  as  our  knowledge  of  the  law 
goes,  make  no  difference  whatever.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  argued 
that  a  conspiracy  is  a  thing  criminal  in 
itselfi  and  that  it  was  absurd  to  speak  of 
**  criminal  conspiracy,"  as  it  would  be  to 
speak  of  criminal  burglary  or  criminal 
arson.  I  do  not  agree  with  that.  I  find 
that  the  words  **  conspiracy  "  and  **  com- 
bination "  are  interchangeable  in  Acts  of 
Parliament.  We  all  know  very  well  that 
there  are  innocent  combinations  and 
criminal  combinations — innocent  con- 
spiracies and  criminal  cod  spiracles.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  have  charged  us 
sometimes  with  taking  part  in  a  con- 
spiracy of  silence,  and  in  doing  so,  I 
presume  the  charge  made  against  us  is 
not  of  an  indictable  character  ;  and  wo, 
on  the  other  hand,  have  sometimes  re- 
torted that  there  was  on  their  side  a 
conspiracy  to  talk,  but  I  would  not  mean 
by  that  they  were  engaged  in  a  criminal 
act.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
the  doubt  which  might  exist  in  some 
minds,  that  the  Attorney  General  for 
England  has  put  down  the  words 
"punishable  by  law."  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  asks  us  to  define  the 
offence  which  is  to  be  submitted  to  sum- 
mary jurisdiction ;  but  the  subject  is  too 
wide  for  definition,  and  were  we  to  at- 
tempt to  do  so,  we  should  fall  into  the 
very  vice  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  has  referred  to.  The  intention 
of  the  Government  is  that  where  there  is 
an  unlawful  object  aimed  at  by  con- 
spiracy, the  conspiracy  to  get  that  object 
will  be  the  offence  dealt  with  summarily 
under  this  Act. 

Mr.  J.  SHIRE8S  WILL  (Montrose, 
&o.) :  The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
has,  I  venture  to  think,  not  given  us  any 
further  information  upon  the  point  which 
we  say  must,  if  possible,  bo  cleared  up 
before  these  powers  are  entrusted  to 
Resident  Magistrates.  Now,  a  great 
difficulty  is  felt  over  the  word  "  criminal." 
What  is  the  answer  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland,  in  his  able  argument,  has 
given  ?  His  answer  is  that  it  is  necessary 
to  have  that  word,  and  the  reason  which 
he  assigns  is  this— in  order  that  all  con- 
spiracies that  are  now  punishable  should 
be  punishable  under  this  clause.  Unfor- 
tunately,  this  power  is  to  be  given  to  a 


tribunal  the  most  unfitted  in  the  world  for 
defining  conspiracy.  Surely,  according  to 
the  conviction  of  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site, these  offences  have  gone  on  long 
enough  in  Ireland  to  enable  them  to 
make  up  their  minds  what  are  the  con* 
spiracies  which  are  being  committed  in 
Ireland.  It  is  said  it  is  difficult  to  define 
or  codify  the  Law  of  Conspiracy.  I  ag^ee« 
I  do  not  think  it  is  so  impossible,  but 
I  agree  it  is  difficult.  But  the  particular 
kinds  of  conspiracies  and  offences  which 
have  been  occurring,  and  are  said  to  be 
now  occurring  in  Ireland,  are  surely  by 
this  time  known,  and  can  be  defined. 
Well,  why  is  it  that  the  definition  is 
avoided  ?  Surely  it  is  not  at  all  desirable 
that  these  gentlemen — whom  I  will  not 
again  describe,  because,  however  honour- 
able they  may  be,  it  is  already  shown 
they  are  totally  unfit  for  finding  out  the 
niceties  and  intricacies  of  so  refined  a 
law  as  the  Law  of  Conspiracy,  a  law 
which  puzzles  Judges,  counsel,  and 
juries,  and  which,  even  now,  accord- 
ing to  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland,  it  is  impossible  to  accu- 
rately and  definitely  explain  —  surely 
it  is  very  undesirable  that  these  gentle- 
men should  be  left  to  construe  an  Act  of 
Parliament  of  this  kind — I  mean  without 
any  guide  being  given  to  them  as  to 
what  it  is  that  you  desire  to  draw  within 
the  purview  of  this  clause.  Well  now, 
under  this  clause,  some  of  these  gentle- 
men who  are  not  lawyers  may  take  the 
view  pointed  out  by  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Member  for  Dumfries  (Mr. 
E.  T.  Eeid),  that  is,  that  if  a  man  simply 
posts  a  letter  which  contains  a  conspiracy 
he  takes  part  part  in  the  conspiracy. 
It  is  quite  possible  that  these  learned  or 
unlearned  ex-Majors  and  Captains  of 
the  Army  will  be  guided  by  policemen, 
who  may  say  to  them — "Sir,  I  assure 
you  that  the  prisoner  did  take  part  in 
this  conspiracy,  for  he  carried  the  con- 
spiracy to  the  Post  Office."  Evidently 
that  is  not  intended.  Now,  lot  us  see 
what  is  intended.  Suppose  that  th  ere 
should  be  an  eviction,  or  a  series  of 
evictions,  in  a  particular  district.  Ex- 
amples of  the  cruelty  of  evictions  have 
been  often  in  the  course  of  this  Session 
brought  before  the  House.  Well,  Sir, 
suppose  that  where  some  of  these 
evictions  occurred,  the  people  are  so 
shocked  at  what  has  taken  place  that 
they  agree  with  one  accord  that  no  man 
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ought  to  tender  for  or  hire  a  certain 
piece  of  land.  Will  that  of  itself  be 
conspiracy ;  will  it  be  sufficient  to  be  a 
criminal  conspiracy,  if  it  comes  into  a 
Oriminal  Court  ?  AH  this  vagueness  is 
left  to  the  gentlemen  who  are  to  decide 
upon  this  clause.  Now,  let  us  go  one 
step  further,  and  see  whether  it  is 
absolately  necessary  this  crime  should  be 
strictly  defined.  I  do  not  say  that  con- 
spiracy should  be  absolutely  codified, 
but  that  it  should  be  more  defined.  By 
this  Amendment  it  is  proposed  to  take 
out  the  words  '*  take  part  in  any  crimi- 
nal conspiracy,"  and  insert  '*  conspire  by 
Tiolence  or  intimidation."  Now,  it  is 
dear,  except  to  those  who  will  not  see, 
that  if  a  man  conspires  by  violence  and 
if  he  conspires  by  intimidation,  that  is 
unlawful ;  but  do  Gentlemen  opposite  say 
that  you  may  unlawfully  conspire  with- 
out using  any  violence  or  any  intimi- 
dation ?  L*'  Yes! "]  Then  how— we  want 
to  know  now  ?  Over  and  over  again  we 
find  that  ordinary  Acts  of  Parliament 
are  passed  without  proper  definitions, 
and  with  an  imperfect  laying  down  of 
what  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  is. 
What  is  the  consequence?  Infinite 
delay,  very  great  expense,  over  and  over 
again  clients  are  nearly  ruined,  and  over 
and  over  again  learned  Judges  complain 
that  the  Legislature  has  been  lax  in  not 
strictly  defining  their  intention.  If  that 
be  so  in  civil  matters,  surely,  when  you 
are  creating  crime,  creating  punishment 
lot  crime,  and  over  and  above  this,  giving 
the  power  of  summary  jurisdiction  to 
such  men  as  the  Irish  Resident  Magis- 
trates, it  is  essentially  necessary  that  some 
more  careful  definition  should  be  at- 
tempted. Now,  Sir,  the  difficulty  of  de- 
fining conspiracy  under  the  Common 
Law  is  that  the  Common  Law  is  a  thing 
which  has  grown  up  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  learned  Judges  for  a  long 
time,  and  that  learned  Judges  have 
applied  to  new  circumstances  what  they 
conceive  to  be  old  principles  of  law.  But 
they  are  just  as  liable  to  be  wrong  in 
that  application  as  to  be  wrong  in  any 
decision  which  they  may  honestly  and 
Mj  give  every  day  of  their  lives,  and 
upm  which  they  are  every  day  corrected 
by  Courts  of  Appeal  and  by  the  House  of 
Lords.  Therefore,  without,  in  any  de- 
gree, impugning  the  ability  or  the 
wisdom  of  the  learned  Judges,  mistakes 
inevitably  liable  to  occur ;  and  when 
ure  is  asked  to  recognize  this 


fine  Judge-made  and  Judge-explained 
Law  of  Conspiracy — which  has  gone  the 
length  of  saying  some  thingswhich  many 
of  us  think  contrary  to  sense — I  think 
it  is  time  to  pause  and  adopt  the  course 
which  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Member  for  South  Hackney  (Sir  Charles 
Eussell)  has  suggested.  For  instance,  it  is 
held  that  each  of  two  men  may  do  a  thing 
singly  and  their  action  may  be  perfectly 
lawful,  yet  if  they  co-operate  to  do  the 
same  thing  their  action  will  be  held  to 
be  a  criminal  conspiracy.  When  such  a 
doctrine  is  laid  down,  and  the  Legis- 
lature is  asked  to  confirm  such  a  doctrine, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  set  aside  the 
ordinary  law  and  the  ordinary  tribunal, 
which  is  a  jury,  and  to  relegate  matters 
to  persons  unlearned  and  unversed  in 
the  law,  I  think  it  is  time  to  consider 
seriously  the  proposal  of  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  (Sir  Charles  Bussell). 
Now,  let  us  see  how  fair  this  proposition 
is.  My  hon.  and  learned  Friend  does 
not  propose  to  interfere  in  any  respect 
with  any  Judge-made  law,  or  any  Law 
of  Conspiracy  which  stands.  Whatever 
law  there  is  at  present  in  this  country,  or 
in  Ireland  or  Scotland,  that  law  will  con- 
tinue. A  man  will  have  to  be  indicted — 
he  will  have  to  be  tried  before  a  learned 
Judge,  and  he  will  have  to  be  tried 
before  a  jury.  It  is  impossible  to  blink 
the  fact  that  juries  over  and  over  again 
will  not  accept  from  learned  Judges  any 
law  which  is  contrary  to  their  feelings  of 
justice  and  common  sense.  Over  and 
over  again  they  have,  contrary  to 
judicial  guidance,  strained  a  point  in 
favour  of  a  prisoner  in  order  to  bring 
him  in  not  guilty,  because  from  their 
view  the  law,  as  laid  down  by  the  Judge, 
has  been  contrary  to  their  sense  of  right 
and  justice.  That  safeguard  is  to  be 
taken  away,  and  therefore  it  is  ex- 
tremely advisable  that  the  definition 
proposed  by  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  should  be  made.  Now,  if  it  be  a 
matter  so  plain  to  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Solicitor  General  (Sir  Edward 
Clarke),  let  him  tell  us  this — ^if  there  be 
any  conspiracy  in  Ireland  known  among 
the  Irish  nation  proper  to  be  put  down 
under  this  Bill  which  does  not  come 
within  the  scope  of  the  words  **  con- 
spiracy by  violence  or  conspiracy  by  in- 
timidation "  let  him  tell  us  what  it  is. 
It  will  not  do  to  tell  us  it  is  conspiracy 
not  to  hire  a  man's  land— or  for  two  or 
more  to  interchange  their  purpose  not 
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to  hire  the  land,  and  their  opinion  that 
ti  ought  not  to  be  hired — because,  that 
by  itself,  is  no  offence.  If  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Solicitor  Q-eneral  had 
ever  so  many  fine  estates,  and  I  and  those 
who  sit  around  me  declined  to  take  any 
of  them,  he  surely  would  not  construe  our 
action  into  a  breach  of  the  law.  Surely 
it  would  not  be  contended  that  it  is  an 
offence  for  a  man  to  say — **I  will  not 
deal  with  So-and-so  and  I  will  not  work 
with  So-and-so,"  and  for  his  neighbour 
to  say,  **  That  is  my  own  view  too." 
I  want  to  know  what  are  the  circum- 
stances and  the  nature  of  the  violence 
or  intimidation  which  will  make  per- 
fectly lawful  acts  unlawful.  I  trust 
that  some  responsible  person  on  the  Qo- 
vemment  Bench  should  say  why  it  is 
that,  short  of  codifying  the  law,  some 
attempt  cannot  be  made  to  define  what 
they  mean  and  intend  by  conspiracy 
under  the  particular  circumstances  of 
this  Bill. 

Mr.  O^DOHEETY  (Donegal,  N.): 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr. 
J.  Shiress  Will)  and  other  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen above  the  Gangway  who  have 
spoken  on  this  Amendment  have  very 
greatly  relieved  Irish  Members.  Only 
one  of  my  Colleagues  (Mr.  Maurice 
Healy)  has  as  yet  spoken  upon  this 
Amendment,  and  he  spoke  at  a  time 
when  very  few  hon.  Members  were  pre- 
sent. The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
(Mr.  J.  Shiress  Will)  has  referred  to  the 
character  of  conspiracy.  We  on  these 
Benches  have  never  heard  of  any  com- 
plaint in  Ireland  except  against  con- 
spiracy accompanied  by  violence  and  in- 
timidation— the  warmest  newspaper  op- 
posed to  us  has  never  mentioned  any 
other  kind  of  criminal  conspiracy.  It  is 
quite  impossible  to  apply  to  many  of 
the  combinations  which  now  exist  the 
definitions  of  conspiracy  which  have 
come  down  from  times  when  other  and 
very  different  combinations  were  in  the 
minds  of  the  men  who  made  the  defini- 
tions. The  habit  of  men  combining 
together  or  working  together  in  various 
forms  has  become  an  acknowledged  fact 
in  these  days ;  but  it  is  impossible  to 
conceive  the  application  of  the  old  defini- 
tions of  conspiracy  to  such  combinations. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that 
what  the  Government  really  desire  is  to 
seonre  to  the  landlords  of  Ireland  their 
rents.  They  aim  at  the  combinations 
which  the  tenants  have  formed  to  resist 
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the  excessive  rents ;  but  why  not  attempt 
to  put  down  conspiracies  on  the  part  of 
landlords  to  make  men  take  their  farms 
and  to  work  with  persons  they  have  an 
objection  to  work  with  ?  Why  should  a 
man  pay  his  rent  before  he  pays  any 
other  debt  he  owes  ?  We  have  got  at 
the  naked  truth,  and  got  it  out  of  the 
mouth  of  a  responsible  Member  of  the 
Irish  Executive,  that  the  object  of  this 
clause  is  not  to  deal  with  conspiracy  as 
conspiracy,  but  to  deal  with  tenants  as 
against  landlords.  At  one  moment  I 
thought  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land was  going  to  say  he  did  not  agree 
with  the  Attorney  General  for  England 
in  his  definition  or  explanation  of  the 
words  **  take  part  in."  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  said  these  words 
mean  **  engage  in ;"  but  the  Attorney 
General  for  England  said  they  mean 
**  party  to  an  agreement."  Any  person 
who  is  acquainted  with  the  English  lan- 
guage must  admit  that  the  words  *'  any 
person  who  shall  take  part  in  "  mean 
that  a  person  must  take  an  active  or 
principal  part  in  an  act.  The  effect  of 
the  unanswerable  arguments  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Hackney  (Sir  Charles  Russell)  has  been 
to  make  it  clear  that  the  Government 
mean  **  to  conspire ;  "  but  they  will  not 
say  so.  Why  are  we  so  anxious  to  call 
attention  to  the  words  "  take  part  in  ?  " 
Because  it  is  now  plain  that  it  is  the 
means  or  the  weapons  used  in  the  alleged 
conspiracy  which  are  to  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  magistrate — this  func- 
tionary is  to  declare  whether  the  means 
are  legal  or  illeg^.  A  man  may  agree 
with  the  object  and  disagree  with  the 
means,  or  he  may  agree  with  part  of  one 
and  part  of  the  other,  and  yet  he  may  be 
held  to  "  take  part  in  "  the  conspiracy. 
These  words,  I  am  sure,  have  not  been 
framed  by  a  lawyer,  but  have  been  sent 
over  from  Ireland  by  men  who  have  a 
distinct  object  in  framing  the  clause  in 
this  way.  Now,  if  proof  is  given  to  a 
Besident  Magistrate  that  the  tenants  on 
a  certain  estate  are  backward  with  their 
rent,  and  one  man  is  suspected  to  bo  the 
leader  of  the  tenants  in  the  revolt  against 
exorbitant  rents,  that  man  will  un- 
doubtedly have  the  torture  of  the  first 
section  applied  to  him.  He  will  say — *'  I 
did  not  pay  my  rent."  And  then  it  will 
be  said — ''  You  are  taking  part  in  a  con- 
spiracy." He  will  be  punished  for  a 
perfectly  legal  acfr^fUi  act  he  is  quite  at 
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liberty  to  do.  Let  me  cite  another  case. 
It  ia  well  known  that  in  Uleter  many 
farms  bare  been  for  12  and  15  years  left 
racant,  rather  than  that  the  Ulster 
Tenant  Right  Oustom  should  be  broken. 
The  farm  next  to  mine  may  be  vacant. 
It  may  be  a  yery  desirable  farm  to  have ; 
bat  I  do  not  care  to  take  it ;  and  it  is 
not  taken  by  anyone  else.  It  is  very 
likely  to  be  held  that  there  is  a  con- 
spiracy not  to  take  the  farm,  and  that  I  am 
taking  part  in  it.  If  tenants  do  not  do 
exactly  as  landlords  wish  them,  they  will 
assuredly  be  held  to  be  guilty  of  con- 
spiracy. It  is  quite  evident  that  the 
Government  are  bringing  in  this  Bill  for 
the  purpose  of  compelling  men  to  pay  in 
full  rents  which  it  is  impossible  for  them 
to  pay,  consistently  with  the  times  that 
we  live  in.  I  think  the  Committee  has 
a  right  to  insist  upon  some  further  ex- 
planation why  these  very  extraordinary 
words  are  used,  and  why  we  are  not  to 
revert  to  the  ordinary  technical  words 
which  have  been  always  used  in  criminal 
Statutes  to  define  offences. 

Mb.  CLANCY  (DubUn  Co.,  N.) :  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Holmes)  stated,  in  reply  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Dumfries  (Mr.  B.  T.  Beid),  that  this  is 
a  mere  question  of  choice  of  words — 
a  mere  question  of  the  choice  between 
the  words  '^  take  part  in  a  criminal  con- 
spiraqy*'  and  ''conspire."  We  often 
hear  complaints  about  our  debates 
being  prolonged  for  useless  purposes; 
bat  I  never  heard  a  more  singular 
example  of  the  prolongation  of  debate 
than  that  afiPorded  by  the  speech  of  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland.  Ihis  de- 
bate has  now  proceeded  for  an  hour  and 
a-half  over  what  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  calls  a  mere  choice 
of  expression.  [^Ministerial  cries  of 
"  Hear,  hear !  "]  Yes ;  prolonged  by 
the  Members  of  the  Government.  They 
admit  that  the  words,  ''  take  part  in  a 
eriminal  conspiracy,"  are  precisely  the 
same  ia  meaning  and  intent  as  ''con- 
acre ; "  but  they  are  prepared  to  pro- 
long the  debate  rather  than  to  consent 
to  rabstitute  for  the  words,  "  take  part 
in  a  iviminal  conspiracy,"  the  simple 
word  **  conspire."  I  suppose  that  they 
are  quite  prepared  to  debate  the  question 
§ot  another  hour  and  a-half,  rather  than 
to  give  in  to  the  Opposition.  They  have 
refused  to  answer  the  question  put  to 
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them  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Dumfries  (Mr.  B. 
T.  Beid).  The  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  rose  with  the  express  intention 
of  answering  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman frankly ;  but  the  Committee  will 
bear  in  mind  that  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end  of  his  speech  he  never  gave  a 
trace  of  an  answer  to  the  question  why 
he  prefers  the  words  "  take  part  in  a 
criminal  conspiracy"  to  "conspire." 
We  know  the  reason  perfectly  well.  We 
know  perfectly  well  that  it  is  in  order 
to  include,  under  the  section,  several 
offences  which  are  not  offences  according 
to  law,  but  are  simply  offences  in  the 
eyes  of  the  landlord  or  the  minions  of 
Dublin  Castle — to  include  offences  which 
regular  Courts  of  Law  would  not  tolerate 
being  brought  before  them.  The  Go- 
vernment are  asked  why  they  do  not 
define  the  word  **  conspiracy  " — they  are 
ready  enough  to  define  other  terms 
under  the  section.  At  the  end  of  the 
Bill  they  indulge  in  several  definitions ; 
they  define  the  words  **Lord  Lieu- 
tenant;" they  define  the  most  simple 
expressions  that  can  possibly  be  thought 
of.  They  define,  as  I  say,  the  words 
"  Lord  Lieutenant ;  "  they  define 
**  county ; "  they  define  the  words 
** Court  of  Assize;"  they  define  the 
expression  ** Attorney  General;"  they 
define  the  words  *^  writ  of  possession  ; " 
they  define  what  is  an  aggravated  crime 
of  violence  against  a  person ;  they  define 
the  word  **  intimidation  ;  "  and  they 
define  the  words  **the  Whiteboy  Acts." 
But  one  thing  at  which  they  stop  is  a 
definition  of  the  very  elastic  word  ''  con- 
spiracy;  "  that  is  a  very  suspicious  cir- 
cumstance. The  explanation  is  that 
hitherto  the  Government  and  the  land- 
lords have  been  saying  things  have  been 
done  in  Ireland  by  intimidation  which 
were  not  done  by  intimidation  at  all,  and 
that  if  they  were  compelled  to  go  into 
Court  to  prove  that  things  had  been  done 
by  intimidation  it  would  soon  be  found 
that  the  charge  was  unfounded.  The 
result  is  that  they  bring  in  a  Bill 
framed  in  such  a  manner  that  they  need 
not  prove  a  legal  offence  at  all,  but 
simply  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  ma- 
gistrates, who  are  neither  learned  nor 
fair,  to  define  whether  offences  have  been 
committed  or  not.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  At- 
torney General  (Sir  Biohard  Webster) 
gave  up  the  whole  case,  because  he  said 
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in  his  speech — ''If  we  assume  that  the 
Besident   Magistrates   in   Ireland  are 
unfit  to  discharge  these  delicate  duties 
I  admit  this  clause  is  badly  framed." 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  as- 
sumed that  the  Besident  Mag^trates 
of  Ireland  are  fit  to  discharge  these 
duties.    Our  assumption  is  that  they 
are  utterly  unfit — our  assumption  is  that 
they  are  not  only  incapacitated  from  dis- 
charging these  duties  from  want  of  legal 
knowledge,  but  that  they  are  a  set  of 
partizans;  and  my  personal  conviction 
is,  judging  from  all  I  have  heard  of 
them,  that  not  only  are  they  partizans, 
but    they    are    corrupt.      Our    belief, 
founded  on   experience,  is  that  these 
Besident  Magistrates    are  capable    of 
being  bribed,'  and  have  been  bribed. 
No  kind  of  bribery  is  more  common 
than  rewards  for  special  services.    The 
Besident  Magistrates  who,  in  the  past, 
have  been  most  active  in  the  oppres- 
sion  of  the  people  are  precisely  the 
Besident   Magistrates  who  have  been 
promoted ;  and  there  is  not  the  least 
doubt  in  the  world  that  under  this  Act 
the  Besident  Magistrate  who  shows  him- 
self most  zealous  in  givine  the  widest 
possible  interpretation  to  tnis  Act,  and 
in  gathering  into  his  net  the  greatest 
possible  number  of  Nationalists,  will  re- 
ceive the  greatest  bribe  in  the  shape  of 
reward  and  promotion.     Sir,  we  have 
now  had  several  successive  illustrations 
of  the  real  meaning  of  this  Act.    The 
real  intention  of  the  promoters  of  this 
Act  is  not  to  put  down  crime  and  out- 
rage, but  to  put  down  political  and  social 
combination ;  and  that,  I  am  sure,  the 
English  people  are  begining  to  under- 
stand.   It  is  impossible  any  longer  to 
conceive  that  the  object  aimed  at  in  this 
Act  is  simply  and  solely  to  put  down 
crime  and  punish  criminals,  an  object 
we  do  not  object  to,  an  object  we  would 
help  them  in    accomplishing,   because 
crime  is  not  an  advantage  to  us,  as  has 
been  dearly  shown  at  various  elections. 
The  Home  Bule  majority  at  the  election 
yesterday  would  probably  have  been 
much  greater  if  these  charges  of  crime 
and  outrage  had  not  been  repeated  by 
Liberal  Unionists  and  others.    This  Bill 
is  not  brought  in  to  put  down  crime  and 
punish  criminals,  but  to  put  down  poli- 
tical combination.    That  is  the  evident 
object  of  this  Bill. 

SirWILLIAM  HAEOOUBT  (Derby): 
I  do  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  prolong-* 
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ing  this  debate,  but,  as  far  as  I  can,  of 
contributing  to  the  conclusion  of  it.  I 
think  the  opinion  that  we  entertain  upon 
this  side  of  the  House  is  that,  as  far  as 
argument  has  gone,  we  have  not  had  the 
worst  of  it.  We  are  very  willing  that 
the  judgment  should  be  taken  upon  that 
argument.  Now,  there  is  one  point  in 
this  discussion  which,  I  think,  ought  to 
be  made  perfectly  clear.  The  Govern- 
ment, from  the  earliest  time  when  this 
matter  was  brought  into  debate,  have 
rested  upon  their  phrase  ''  criminal  con- 
spiracy.'* Now,  at  the  very  earliest 
period,  I  challenged  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Government  to  show  any  example 
in  which,  in  any  Statute  or  in  any  indict- 
ment, the  words  "  criminal  conspiracy  " 
appear.  They  have  failed  to  meet  that 
challenge.  They  cannot  show  that  the 
words  "  criminal  conspiracy"  is  a  phrase 
known  to  the  law,  to  which  any  definite 
meaning  can  be  attached  according  to 
any  interpretation  which  has  been  given 
to  it  by  legal  decisions.  Well,  then, 
what  is  the  conclusion  from  that  ?  It  is 
that  they  are  introducing  a  new  phrase 
which  will  carry  with  it  a  new  offence, 
and  which  must  be  subjected  to  a  new 
interoretation.  Now,  that  cannot  be 
denied,  and  unless  they  are  prepared  to 
meet  my  challenge  that  is  a  thing  which 
must  go  uncontradicted.  They  admit 
that  if  it  were  not  for  the  word  ''  crimi- 
nal ''  they  could  not  defend  this  clause. 
According  to  their  allegation,  they  are 
not  prepared  to  defend  the  dause  if  the 
wora  "  conspiracy  "  stands  alone.  Then 
they  say — **0h,  the  introduction  of  tke 
word  'criminal'  alters  the  whole  thing, 
and  that  is  the  thing  upon  which  we  are 
prepared  to  stand."  Therefore,  they 
have  introduced  a  new  legal  phrase. 

The  CHIEF  SEOBETABY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.J. Balfoub)  (Manchester, 
E. ) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  over- 
looked Amendment  No.  25. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HABCOUBT:  Oh, 
the  offences  are  to  be  ''  now  punishable 
by  law."  That  means  a  conspiracy  ac- 
cording to  the  existing  interpretation  of 
Common  Law.  If  that  is  what  you 
mean,  why  introduce  the  word  "  orimi- 
nal?"  For  what  reason  is  this  new- 
phrase  introduced  ?  But  I  will  take  jou 
upon  your  own  ground.  What  you 
stand  upon  is  the  Common  Law  of  C5on- 
spiracy  now  punishable  by  the  Common 
Law.  That  is  the  very  thing  against 
which  Parliament   legislated   in  1875« 
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It  was  conspiracy  punishable  by  law  as 
interpreted  by  the  Judges,  which  was 
condemned  in  the  year  1875  as  applied 
to  the  labourers  of  England.  We  say 
that  to  apply  the  Common  Law  of  Con- 
spiracy, as  interpreted  by  the  Judges, 
to  the  tenants  of  Ireland,  would  be 
equally  unjust,  and  against  that  we  pro- 
test. But,  whenever  we  use  that  argu- 
ment, you  say — **  Oh,  no ;  that  cannot  be 
so,  because  we  say  criminal  conspiracy, 
and  that  means  something  different." 
Well,  if  it  means  something  different, 
tell  us  what  it  means?  If  you  intro- 
duce a  new  phrase  into  the  law  of  the 
country  you  are  bound  to  define  it,  and 
if  yon.  do  not  attempt  to  do  so  we  have  a 
right  to  attempt  in  the  Interpretation 
Clause  to  say  what  a  ^'  criminal  con- 
spiracy "  means.  We  have  a  right  to 
challenge  a  new  phrase  introduced  by 
you  into  the  law,  and  say  what  ''  crimi- 
nal conspiracy"  shall  mean  and  what  it 
shall  not  mean.  If  it  means  the  Common 
Law  of  Conspiracy  now  punishable  by  law, 
we  say  that  would  be  a  most  unjust  law 
to  apply  to  the  combinations  of  tenants  in 
Ireland.  The  question  we  have  a  right 
to  put  to  the  Government  is  this — what 
do  yoa  mean  by  conspiracy  which  is  not 
criminal  ?  If  you  say  that  criminal  con- 
spiracy is  the  thing  you  are  aiming  at, 
tell  us  what  is  a  conspiracy  which  is  not 
criminal?  I  shall  like  very  much  to 
hear  a  definition  of  conspiracy  from  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor 
Gi^neral  (Sir  Edward  Clarke).  The  word 
"  conspiracy  "  in  the  law  is  a  very  old 
word ;  you  find  it  in  the  works  of  Lord 
Coke  referring  to  legislation  of  a  much 
earlier  period.  The  phrase  *  *  conspiracy ' ' 
is  to  be  found  in  the  Statutes  passed  in 
the  time  of  the  Plantagenets,  but  no 
such  phrase  as  ''  criminal  conspiracy  " 
is  to  be  found  in  aoy  Statutes.  It  is  very 
difi&cult  to  assert  a  negative,  but  I  invite 
the  Gk)Temment  to  cite  a  positive  and  to 
give  us  proof ;  I  confess  my  ignorance. 
If  they  are  able  to  produce  Statutes,  or 
to  produce  an  indictment  which  contains 
tibia  phrase  ''  criminal  conspiracy  "  upon 
which  they  rest,  something  may  be  said 
for  the  clause.  I  do  not  at  all  agree  that 
tiie  title  of  a  book  is  sufficient  ground 
for  tiie  introduction  of  this  phrase  in 
legislation ;  you  cannot  import  titles  of 
books  into  indictments ;  therefore,  I 
ehaOenge  you  to  say  what  you  mean  by 
tiiifl  phrase  ''criminal  conspiracy."  I 
liare  ebaUeng^ed  you  three  ox  four  times, 


and  you  have  never  ventured  to  answer 
me.  If  that  be  so,  and  if  you  can  give 
no  example  from  Statute,  indictment,  or 
judgment  of  Courts,  we  have  a  right  to 
demand  that  upon  the  face  of  this  Statute 
you  shall  give  a  meaning  to  this  phrase 
which  you,  for  the  first  time,  import,  and 
which  you  say  is  the  significance  of  your 
Bill.  I  again  ask  the  question,  if 
** criminal  conspiracy"  are  the  patent 
words,  explain  to  me  what  that  conspi- 
racy is  which  is  not  criminal  ?  That  is 
a  very  plain  and  clear  ^question,  and  I 
should  like  to  have  an  answer  to  it.  Let 
the  Solicitor  General  (Sir  Ed  ward  Clarke), 
or  let  any  of  the  numerous  Law  Officers 
who  sit  upon  the  Government  Bench, 
give  us  an  example  of  conspiracy  which 
is  not  criminal  in  English  law.  If  you 
mean  by  conspiracy  unlawful  combina- 
tion, why  do  you  not  say  so  ?  That  is  a 
very  plain  and  clear  issue.  This  Amend- 
ment is  moved  in  order  to  make  it  clear 
what  is  meant  by  conspiracv  against 
which  you  are  directing  this  Act.  It  is 
very  necessary  that  the  people  who  are 
to  be  affected  by  this  Act  should  have  a 
clear  understanding  what  they  may  and 
what  they  may  not  do ;  and  we  say  it  is 
most  unfair  that  people  in  the  position 
of  the  tenants  of  Ireland  should  be  ex- 
posed to  the  penalties  provided  for  in 
this  Act  unless  some  definite  information 
is  vouchsafed  to  them  as  to  the  meaning 
of  the  Act.  It  is  quite  clear  you  are  not 
prepared  to  say  what  are  the  things  you 
will  allow  and  what  are  the  things  which 
you  will  not  allow.  What  are  the  com- 
binations which  the  tenants  of  Ireland 
may  enter  into  in  reference  to  land — in 
reference  to  the  occupation  of  land  and 
the  owners  of  land — which  the  Govern- 
ment assert  are  lawful,  and  what  are 
those  which  the  Government  assert 
to  be  unlawful  and  criminal?  In  the 
absence  of  any  answer  to  that  we  have 
a  right  to  claim  that  this  proposal  of 
yours  is  an  unfair  proposal,  and  that 
it  is  a  proposal  made  against  the  tenants 
of  Ireland,  and  made  in  the  interests  of 
the  landlords  of  Ireland ;  thatitis  spread- 
ing a  net  which  is  intended  to  be  cast 
round  the  tenants  of  Ireland,  which  is 
intended  to  operate  exclusively  in  favour 
of  the  landlords  of  Ireland ;  that  it  is  a 
law  made  by  the  landlords  for  the  land- 
lords, and  that  it  will  be  administered 
by  the  agents  of  the  landlords.  That  is 
our  distinct  declaration  upon  this  clause, 
and  your  failure  to  give  any  instance  of 
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what  you  regard  as  lawfal  combination, 
and  what  you  are  prepared  to  treat  as 
criminal  conspiracy,  is  a  proof  to  us  that 
we  are  right  in  the  interpretation  we 
have  placed  upon  this  clause. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.    A.    J.    Balfour)  (Man- 
chester, E.) :  Sir,  I  rise  now  instead  of 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Solicitor 
General  (Sir  Edward  Clarke),   because 
I  really  think  the  argument  has  got 
beyond  the  phase  of  any  technical  legal 
discussion.     This  is  the  third  time  we 
have  discussed  the  same  question.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Derby  (Sir   William  Harcourt)   prides 
himself  that  he  has  got  much  the  best  of 
the  argument.   I  will  not  dispute  that 
now ;  but  I  will  only  call  the  fact  to  the 
mind  of  the  Committee  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  hardly  in  a  position 
to  say  whether  his  side  has  got  the  best 
of  the  argument  or  not,  because,  unless 
I  am  very  much  mistaken,  he  has  not 
been  in  the  House  during  the  time  the 
argument  has  been  going  on,  and  he 
neither  heard  the  most  able  and  tem- 
perate speech  of  my  hon«  and  learned 
Friend  the  late  Attorney  General  (Sir 
Charles  Russell),  a  speech  to  which  I 
listened  with  the  greatest  admiration, 
nor  the  reply,  on  which  we  rest  our  case, 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General   (Sir  Richard  Web- 
ster).   Not  haying  heard  either  the  case 
for  the  prosecution  or  the  case  for  the 
defence,  he  is,  I  yenture  to  think,  hardly 
in  a  position  to  say  that  he  has  got  the 
best  of  the  argument.    I  am  not  going 
to  discuss  whether  we  ought  or  ought 
not  to  introduce  into  this  clause  the  ex- 
pression ''criminal  conspiracy.''    That 
the  expression  is  not  a  foolish  expres- 
sion from  a  legal  point  of  yiew  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  the  greatest  legal  autho- 
rity on  this  subject  uses  it  in  the  title 
and  uses  it  on  eyery  page  of  his  book. 
Whether  there  is  or  is  not  precedent  in 
any  Statute  for  the  use  of  the  phrase, 
the  fact  that  an  eminent  legal  writer 
has  distinguished  criminal  conspiracy 
from  conspiracy  which  presumably  is 
not  criminal  is  a  proof,  at  all  eyents, 
that  the  phrase  is  not  nonsense.    But, 
apart  from  that,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Sir  William  Harcourt)  has  argued 
the  whole  case  as  if  my  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  had  not  put  down 
upon  the  Paper  Amendment  No.  25. 

Sir  William  Sdreourt 


If  there  was  any  ambiguity  before  as 
to  what  we  meant  was  criminal  conspi- 
racy that  ambiguity  is  wholly  remoyed, 
or  will  be  remoyed  when  my  right  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  has  introduced  into 
the  Bill  the  Amendment  of  which  he 
has  giyen  Notice.  Therefore,  I  think 
that  any  argument  founded  upon  any 
supposed  or  presumed  doubt  as  to  what 
class  of  offences  is  aimed  at  by  this 
clause  is  entirely  out  of  place.  Is  it 
too  much  to  ask  that  we  should  now 
proceed  to  a  Diyision  ?  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Dublin  County 
(Mr.  Clancy)  told  us  that  we  haye  been 
talking  for  two  hours  upon  an  Amend- 
ment respecting  a  mere  choice  of  expres- 
sion. Well,  Sir,  two  hours  are  surely 
enough  to  decide  the  choice  of  an  ex- 
pression; and,  therefore,  I  respectfully 
ask  that  we  should  now  come  to  a  deci- 
sion upon  the  point. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  237  ; 
Noes  165:  Majority  72.— (Diy.  list, 
No.  161.) 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  decision 
come  to  by  the  Committee  disposes  of 
Amendment  21,  '^  page  2,  line  17,  after 
*  take  '  insert  *  actiye ;' "  Amendment 
23,  **page  2,  line  17,  leave  out  'cri- 
minal;^" and  24,  **page  2,  line  17, 
leaye  out  'criminal  conspiracy,'  and 
insert '  conspiracy  by  acts  in  themselyes 
criminal.' "  I  am  unable  to  attribute 
any  meaning  to  Amendment  22,  "  page 
2,  line  17,  after  '  part'  insert  'in  con- 
junction with  other  persons;'"  and, 
therefore,  the  Committee  will  proceed 
to  Amendment  No.  25. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
17,  after  "conspiracy,"  insert  **now 
punishable  by  Law." — (Mr.  Attorney 
General.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  I  rise. 
Sir,  for  the  purpose  of  pointing  out  and 
placing  beyond  all  doubt  the  conspi- 
racies which  are  to  be  punishable  by 
the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Courts  under 
this  clause.  I  intend  to  giye  all  the 
opposition  in  my  power  to  this  Amend- 
ment, and  the  reason  why  I  propose 
to  do  so  wiU  be  yery  easily  seen.  I  do 
it  on  two  grounds — in  the  first  place, 
because  I  think  it  is  an  illusory  oonoes* 
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attention  to  the  Attorney  General  for 
England  when  he  was  laying  down 
what  he  considered  to  be  the  Law  of 
Conspiracy  as  professed  or  laid  down  in 
this  country ;  and  I  am  perfectly  certain 
that  the  law,  as  laid  down  by  him,  was 
clearly  and  distinctly  different  from  the 
law  as  laid  down  by  the  Irish  Judges. 
Jud^e  Fitzgerald,  in  laying  that  down, 
as  we  know,  said  that  it  was  conspiracy 
for  two  or  more  individuals  to  join 
together  to  do  an  act  which,  if  done  by 
one  individual,  would  be  nothing  more 
than  a  civil  wrong;  and  he  instanced 
the  fact  that  for  one  tenant  to  withhold 
his  rent  was  not  in  any  degree  criminal, 
but  only  a  civil  trespass ;  while  for  two 
or  more  tenants  in  concert  to  withhold 
their  rents  was  conspiracy.  Judge  Fitz- 
gerald did  not  use  the  words  *' criminal 
conspiracy ; "  but  he  said  it  was  a  con- 
spiracy punishable  at  Common  Law. 
Now,  what  does  that  entail  ?  It  entails 
that  this  concession  of  the  Government 
leaves  it  open  tp  these  Courts  of  Sum- 
mary Jurisdiction  in  Ireland  to  hold  it 
to  be  conspiracy — or,  if  they  will  have 
it,  ** criminal  conspiracy" — for  two  or 
more  tenants  to  combine  and  confede- 
rate together  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing about  a  reduction  of  rents.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Government 
have  in  their  minds  the  using  of  this 
Act  for  that  purpose,  and  to  punish  as 
guilty  of  criminal  conspiracy  tenants 
who  withhold  their  rents,  or  men  who 
advise  tenants  to  withhold  their  rents, 
for  that  case  also  was  dealt  with  in 
Judge  Fitzgerald's  Charge.  I  invite  the 
Attorney  General  to  tell  the  Committee 
whether  such  offences  are  not  **now 
punishable  by  law,"  as  the  law  stands  at 
the  present  time,  and  whether  it  will  not 
be  punishable  by  these  Summary  Juris- 
diction Courts  ?  I  would  ask  the  At- 
torney General  to  say  whether,  if  two  or 
more  tenants  withhold  their  rents,  or  if 
anyone  advises  them  to  do  so,  such  con- 
spiracy would  not  be  conspiracy  punish- 
able by  the  Common  Law  in  Ireland  ? 
Let  us  consider,  for  one  moment,  how 
this  clause  would  work  in  Ireland.  Com- 
binations of  tenants  to  withhold  their 
rents,  with  the  object;  of  getting  their 
rents  reduced,  you  must  recollect  are  by 
no  means  confined  to  the  National  Party 
in  Ireland.  You  must  remember  that  com- 
binations of  tenants  to  withhold  their 
rents  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about 
reductions  are  looked  upon  all  over  Ire- 


sion  to  this  side  of  the  House— in  fact, 
that  it  is  no  concession  at  all ;  and,  se- 
condly, because  it  defines  more  clearly 
the  conspiracies  at  which  the  Govern- 
ment are  aiming  by  this  clause.  It  has 
already  been  pointed  out,  very  often  in 
the  course  of  these  debates,  what  an 
enormous  change  has  been  made  in  the 
administration  of  the  Criminal  Law  of 
Ireland  by  removing  from  the  people  of 
Ireland  the  protection  of  Judge  and  jury 
incases  of  '^criminal  conspiracy."  In 
spite  of  all  that  has  been  said  against 
removing  from  the  people  of  Ireland 
this  protection,  and  in  spite  of  all  that 
has  Deen  said  about  the  tremendous 
change  that  this  clause  will  make  in 
the  position  of  everybody  engaged  in 
political  work  in  Ireland,  all  the  con- 
cession that  the  Government  is  prepared 
to  offer  is  contained  in  the  words — 

*'That  no  conspiracy  shall  be  dealt  with 
under  this  section  of  the  Act  that  is  not  already 
pnmshable  by  Law." 

Now,  Sir,  we  have  only  to  return  to  the 
Charge  of  Judge  Fitzgerald,  and  the 
Charges  of  Judge  Murphy  and  Judge 
O'Brien,  in  order  to  know  what  are  the 
conspiracies  which  are  now  punishable 
by  law  in  Ireland.  Of  course,  this  sub- 
section, as  amended  by  the  Attorney 
General's  Amendment,  would  be  inter- 
preted not  as  looking  towards  such  con- 
spiracy as  is  practically  punishable  in 
Ireland — that  is  to  say,  such  conspiracy 
as  it  has  been  found  practicable  or  pos- 
sible to  get  punished  by  the  machinery 
of  Jadge  and  jury;  but  it  applies  to 
such  conspiracies  as,  according  to  the 
law  laid  down  by  the  Irish  Judges, 
the  juries  ought  to  convict  for,  and 
which  ought  to  be  punished  by  law. 
And  we  have  laid  down,  as  has  been  said 
more  than  once  in  the  most  clear  and 
unmistakable  language,  what  the  cha- 
racter of  these  conspiracies  is;  and  in 
order  to  bring  home  as  forcibly  and 
clearly  as  possible  to  hon.  Members  the 
character  of  the  legislation  they  are  en- 
gaged in,  I  will  read  once  more  the 
unguage  of  Judge  Fitzgerald  on  this 
point,  before  I  do  so,  however,  I  desire 
to  point  out  that  the  language  of  Judge 
Ktzgerald,  so  often  quoted  in  this  House, 
is  clearly  and  unmistakably  different, 
and  different  in  most  important  par- 
ticulars, from  the  language  of  the  At- 
torney General  for  England  when  lay- 
ing down  the  law  in  this  House  the 
other  day.    I  listened  with  the  utmost 
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land,  by  men  of  all  religions  and  bj 
men  of  all  politics,  as  perfectly  legiti- 
mate.    Such  combinations    have  been 
entered  into  by  persons  belonging  to 
the  Loyal  and  Patriotic  Association — 
to  which  the   hon.  Member  for  South 
Belfast  (Mr.  Johnston)  belongs—on  the 
estates  of  the  Marquess  of  Downshire,  of 
theDuke  of  Abercom,  of  the  present  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  on  numberless 
other  estates,  like  Wallace's  estate  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  where  the  tenants  are 
opposed  to  us  in  politics.  Meetings  were 
held,   and  resolutions  passed  at  these 
meetings,  frequently  moved  by  Protes- 
tant clergymen,   the  purport  of  which 
was  that  rents  should  be  withheld,  in  the 
hope  that,  by  so  doing,  the  landlords 
would  be  induced  to  give  reductions. 
It  is  true  that,  in  this  case,  the  agitators 
stopped  short  in  their  operations — that 
is  to  say,  they  do  not  go  the  length,  and 
did  not  adopt  the  courses,  that  we  ad- 
vised the  tenants  in  the  South  and  West 
of  Ireland  to  adopt.     ['^Hear,  hear!"] 
Yes ;  that  is  so  ;  they  aid  not  go  so  far 
as  we  did ;  but  that  fact  does  not  affect 
my  argument  in  the  slightest  degree. 
The    action    of  these   persons    in    the 
North  of  Ireland — on  the  estate  of  the 
Duke  of  Abercorn,   for  instance — was 
just  as  much  a  conspiracy  under  the 
words  of  this  Act  as  it  was  for  ten- 
ants elsewhere  to  adopt  the  Plan    of 
Campaign.     According  to  the  Charge 
of  Judge  Fitzgerald,  to  combine  together 
to   withhold  rents,  with  the  object  of 
obtaining    a    reduction,   is    conspiracy 
at  Common  Law  ;  and  whether  the  con- 
spiracy stops  at  passing  resolutions  at 
public  meetings,  and  whether  they  stop, 
as  they  did,  on  the  Duke  of  Abercorn 's 
estate — on  which,  be  it  said,  they  suc- 
ceeded in  their  object,  for  after  they  had 
withheld  their  rents   for  two   or  three 
months  the  tenants  got  considerable  re- 
ductions— whether  they  are  content  to 
stop  after  receiving  advantages  such  as 
those,  or  whether  they  go  on  to  further 
measures,  such  as  the  tenantry  who  have 
adopted  our  advice  have  taken,  I  hold 
that  they  are  guilty  of  the  same  con- 
spiracy according   to   the   dicta  of  the 
Irish  Judges  ;  and  what  I  want  to  bring 
home  to  the  Committee  is  that,  by  re- 
fusing to  give  us  any  definition  of  the 
crimes  and  offences  that  are  punishable 
under  this  section,  they  leave  it  open  to 
the  Executive  in  Ireland,  should  they  so 
desire  to   do,  to  absolute  prohibit  all 

J/r.  Dillon 


public  meetings  in  Ireland  called  to- 
gether to  consider  the  subject  of  the 
payment  of  rent.  It  cannot  be  denied, 
if  this  Amendment  is  all  the  limit  the 
Government  is  prepared  to  insert  in  th^s 
section,  that,  from  the  day  the  clause 
passes  into  law,  no  meeting  of  Irish  ten- 
ants can  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting reductions  of  rent  without  those  who 
take  part  in  it  being  guilty  of  cri- 
minal conspiracy  under  this  Act,  and 
it  will  be  simply  and  solely  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Castle  and  the  Resident 
Magistrates  whether  they  shall  be 
punished  or  not.  It  may  be  that  men 
like  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
from  motives  of  decency,  not  wishing  to 
have  their  tenants  dragged  into  the 
Courts,  may  desire  to  spare  them ;  but, 
however  they  may  cherish  that  desire, 
this  clause  will  be  able  to  strike  these 
people.  Even  if  such  tenants  are  not 
affected,  we  shall  have  in  Ireland  what 
has  been  done  with  so  much  mischief  in 
the  past — namely,  the  tenantry  of  such 
and  such  a  Lord  spared,  whilst  the  ten- 
antry of  other  persons,  for  the  same  of- 
fences, are  committed  to  prison.  Where, 
I  ask,  are  the  lines  to  be  drawn  whicli 
will  satisfy  anyone's  mind  as  to  the  dif- 
ference there  will  be  between  a  combina- 
tion on  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne's 
estate  and  those  on  other  estates  in  Ire- 
land ?  On  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne*8 
estate  the  tenantry  adopted  our  policy, 
and  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  had  all 
his  legal  remedies.  When  the  law  came 
to  the  doors  of  the  tenants  they  were 
put  out  of  their  holdings.  The  tenantry 
of  the  Duke  of  Abercorn  did  not  go  so 
far  as  we  did — they  got  terms ;  and  will 
any  lawyer  point  out  to  me  the  differ- 
ence, from  a  legal  point  of  view,  between 
the  combination  in  the  one  case  and  that 
in  the  other  ?  I  want  this  clear — that 
this  limitation  proposed  by  the  Attorney 
General  is  absolutely  illusory.  It  gives 
us  nothing  whatever,  and  as  it  gives  us 
nothing  I  shall  certainly  oppose  it  to  the 
best  of  my  ability. 

Sir  WILLIAM  H  ARCOURT  (Derby): 
I  entirely  agree  with  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down.  [^Ironical  Minis' 
terial  cheen."]  Well,  I  do  not  see  at  all 
why  I  should  not  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member.  I  know  that  hon.  Members 
opposite  have  laid  it  down,  as  a  funda- 
mental principle,  that  on  every  Irish 
question  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
differ  from  every  Representative  of  Iro* 
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land.  That  is  according  to  their  system 
of  goyernment  in  Ireland.  They  do  not 
attempt  to  govern  that  country  according 
to  the  opinion  of  the  Irish  people.  They 
govern  it  by  the  English  sword.  They 
do  not  agree  with  any  representations 
from  the  Irish  Bepresentatives  as  to  their 
claim  upon  the  English  House  of  Com- 
mons. That  is  the  Tory  doctrine,  and 
the  principle  upon  which  the  present 
OovemmeDt  propose  to  govern  Ireland. 
I  qaite  understand  that  that  is  not  the 
principle  that  we  adopt.  We  desire  to 
govern  Ireland  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  Irish  people.  You  think 
that  a  monstrous  proposition ;  but  we 
regard  it  as  a  fundamental  principle, 
certainly  of  the  Liberal  Party,  and  I 
think  you  yourselves  will  one  of  these 
days  find  it  a  necessary  principle  for  the 
English  Government  to  adopt.  That 
time  will  most  assuredly  come.  Well, 
now,  with  reference  to  the  Amendment 
of  the  Attorney  General,  though  I  cer- 
tainly agree,  and  I  repeat  it,  with  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  spoken 
that  it  gives  no  security  at  all,  we  are 
not  here  to  oppose  its  introduction.  It 
would  be  a  great  mistake  to  suppose 
that  this  Amendment  really  alters  the 
matter  the  least  in  the  world.  Why  it 
was  not  originally  introduced,  and  why 
it  is  left  to  this  period  to  be  inserted,  it 
is  idle,  perhaps,  now  to  speculate.  It  is 
a  carious  thing  that  upon  this,  one  of 
the  most  important  features  of  the  Bill, 
the  Government  have  absolutely  failed  to 
secure  one  single  word  of  support  from 
Unionist  Liberals  in  this  House.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Bury,  one  of  the  greatest 
authorities  upon  the  Law  of  Conspiracy, 
with  wbom  I  have  fought  the  battle  for 
many  a  year  in  this  House,  has  been 
silent  upon  this  question.  He  has  not 
supported  the  views  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  England  or  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland.  He  could  not  have  done  so 
without  having  contradicted  every  word 
that  he  said  in  the  year  1873.  \_Crie8  of 
•*No,  no !  "]  Hon.  Gentlemen  who  are 
crying  "  No,  no  !  "  never  heard  the  de- 
bates in  1873,  and  know  nothing  about 
the  Law  of  Conspiracy,  or  about  the 
neat  contests  that  went  on  in  this 
House.  I  say  that  it  would  have  been 
impossible  for  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the    Member  for  Bury  to 


have  supported  this  clause  in  accord- 
ance with  the  principle  he  maintained 
at  that  time  on  the  subject  of  Trades 
Unions.  What  is  it  that  the  Attorney 
General's  Amendment  does  ?  It  throws 
open  the  whole  Law  of  Conspiracy  as 
expounded  by  the  interpretation  of 
Judges  under  the  Common  Law.  That 
was  the  very  thing  which  worked  the 
whole  injustice  against  the  Trades 
Unions.  That  which  was  punishable 
at  Common  Law  as  conspiracy  was  the 
very  thing  complained  of,  the  very  thing 
condemned,  and  the  very  thing  legis- 
lated against  in  1873.  Then  the  whole 
of  that  law  in  its  injustice  is  now  to  be 
applied  to  the  tenants  of  Ireland  in  their 
combinations  without  any  of  that  pro- 
tection which  has  been  given  to  the 
English  labourer.  The  Government 
have  refused  that  protection,  and  they 
say  that  the  law  which  was  so  applied 
to  the  English  labourer  shall  be  now 
applied  to  the  Irish  tenant.  Well,  we 
have  protested  against  that  as  best  we 
could ;  we  have  laid  our  arguments  be- 
fore the  House  and  the  country  ;  and  I 
do  not  think  there  will  be  any  advan- 
tage in  continuing  the  discussion  fur- 
ther. But  I  think  that  hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  Gangway  may  be  certain  of 
this — that  if  in  the  administration  of  this 
law  the  magistrates  or  Judges  of  Ireland 
should  ever  practically  apply  to  the  ten- 
ants of  Ireland  the  Common  Law  of 
Conspiracy  in  the  way  that  it  was 
applied  to  the  labourers  of  England 
they  will  find  that  the  public  opinion 
of  Great  Britain  will  be  arrayed  on  the 
side  of  the  tenants  of  Ireland,  and  that 
they  will  inevitably  have  the  voice  of  the 
Legislature  brought  to  bear  to  reverse 
their  decision,  as  it  was  brought  to  bear 
to  reverse  the  decision  of  the  Judges  as 
to  the  Law  of  Conspiracy  in  this  country. 
We  have  made  this  issue  perfectly  clear. 
You  have  opened  up  the  whole  of  this 
loose,  mischievous,  and  oppressive  Com- 
mon Law  of  Conspiracy  which  the  people 
of  England,  after  long  debates,  over- 
ruled in  favour  of  the  English  labourers. 
You  are  now  going  to  place  that  law  in 
the  hands  of  the  Hesident  Magistrates 
of  Ireland,  under  the  influence  of  the 
landlords,  to  apply  it  to  the  tenants  of 
Ireland.  We  cannot,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  House  of  Commons,  get  any 
remedy  here  to-day;  but  so  surely  as 
his  law  is  applied,  and  as  soon  as  in  - 
justice  in  its  application  is  observed  in 
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Ireland  in  the  case  of  the  tenants  as  it 
was  observed  in  England  in  the  case  of 
the  working  men,  so  surely  will  that 
remedy  be  applied,  and  I  think  we  may 
be  perfectly  content  to  look  forward  to 
that  time. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Man- 
chester, E.) :  I  will  not  follow  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  his  disquisition  on 
Home  Rule  with  which  he  began  his 
observations  upon  this  Amendment. 
That^did  not  seem  to  me  to  be  at  all  re- 
levant, and  I  will  not  occupy  the  time  of 
the  Committee  by  replying  to  it.  Neither 
will  I  again  go  into  the  question  of  the 
Law  of  Conspiracy,  upon  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  spoken  now, 
I  believe,  about  six  times.  It  will  suffice 
if  I  again  repeat  to  the  Committee  that 
the  intentions  which  are  accredited  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government  and  the 
f  ramers  of  this  Bill  and  the  Irish  Exe- 
cutive, of  levelling  it  not  against  crime, 
but  against  legitimate  combinations  of 
Irish  tenants,  is  wholly  and  absolutely 
unfounded.  It  finds  no  justification 
either  in  any  utterance  of  any  Member 
of  the  Government,  or  of  any  Gentleman 
who  adheres  to  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, nor  in  any  provision  which  we 
have  introduced  into  this  Bill.  Now,  I 
hope  the  Committee  will  allow  this 
Amendment  to  be  introduced  into  the 
Bill  without  a  Division.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  has  told 
us  he  means  to  divide  against  it.  I 
think  that  surely,  from  his  own  point  of 
view,  he  will  be  ill-advised  to  do  that. 
He  may  think  that  the  limitation  or  the 
explanations  we  have  given  are  inade- 
quate. He  may  desire  further  restriction 
introduced  into  the  Bill ;  but  the  Com- 
mittee have  already  decided  that  point. 
They  have  decided  against  further  re- 
striction ;  and  that  being  so,  would  the 
hon.  Gentleman  not  be  well  advised  if 
he  allowed  us  to  put  the  words  in  the 
clause  which,  whether  necessary  or  un- 
necessary, at  all  events  make  it  perfectly 
and  absolutely  clear  what  is  the  view 
of  the  Government  in  framing  this 
clause  r 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.) :  I  also  am  of  the  same  opi- 
nion as  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo. 
But  I  go  beyondi;he  opinion  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby, 
and  I  think  that  we  should  oppose  the 
introduction  of  these  words.   It  appears 

Sir  inUiam  Harcourt 


to  me  that  the  words  are  mere  tautology. 
We  have  in  the  clause  the  words  "  cri- 
minal conspiracy,"  and  what,  I  ask,  is 
**  criminal  conspiracy  "  but  a  conspiracy 
punishable  by  law  ?  [Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four :  Hear,  hear !]  This  Amendment 
is  clearly  tautology.  Well,  if  these 
words  are  tautology  and  unnecessary, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  accentuate  that 
which  we  ought  to  object  to — namely, 
the  introduction  into  this  Bill  of  the 
vague  and  indefinite  Law  of  Conspiracy, 
instead  of  giving  uswhatwohave  pressed 
the  Government  for — namely,  some  de- 
finition of  the  conspiracy  to  which  this 
measure  is  to  apply.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  denies 
that  the  Government  desire  to  put  down 
legitimate  combination.  That  is  the 
point.  I  want  to  know  what  is  a  legiti- 
mate combination.  Is  a  combination  of 
tenants  not  to  pay  rents  until  they  can 
come  to  terms  with  their  landlords  a 
conspiracy  ?  That  is  what  we  want  tho 
Government  to  tell  us.  That  is  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Derby  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  have 
pressed  the  Government  again  and  again 
to  tell  us;  but  they  have  not  told  us  and 
they  will  not  tell  us ;  and  that  being  so, 
we,  having  been  denied  any  definition 
or  explanation  of  what  is  a  criminal  con- 
spiracy, it  does  seem  to  me  that  we 
should  be  wrong  in  allowing  the  Govern- 
ment to  introduce  words  which  strengthen 
the  Law  of  Conspiracy,  but  do  not,  in 
any  degree,  define  that  law. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
do  not  intend  to  make  any  lengthened 
observations  on  the  question  before  the 
Committee,  but  I  should  like  to  ask  some 
of  the  lawyers  in  the  House  what 
change  in  the  effect  of  the  section  will 
be  brought  about  by  the  introduction  of 
these  words  ?  In  the  early  part  of  the 
evening  the  Government  opposed  two 
Amendments  of  mine,  on  the  ground 
that  the  words  I  proposed  to  add  were 
surplusage;  and,  that  being  so,  I  am 
not  sure  that  the  Amendment  that  they 
now  move  is  not  open  to  the  same  ob- 
jection. It  is  only  right  that  those  who 
introduce  these  words  should  be  able  to 
give  some  meaning  to  them — should  be 
able  to  point  out  that  they  m^ke  some 
modification  of  the  section,  and  should 
rise  in  their  place  for  the  purpose  of 
doing  so  at  once.  I  notice  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the    Attorney 
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General  did  not  rise  in  his  place  for  the 
purpose  of  moving  the  Amendment. 

Mb.  DILLON  :  I  object  to  this 
Amendment,  because  it  really  is  no 
limitation  of  the  clause.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Lre- 
land  and  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Attorney  General  know  that 
perfectly  well.  It  is  put  into  this  Bill 
for  the  same  purpose,  as  the  measure  is 
entitled  "  A  Bill  for  the  Amendment  of 
the  Criminal  Law  of  Ireland."  It  is 
put  in  in  order  to  throw  dust  in  the  eyes 
of  the  people  of  England,  and  to  lead 
them  to  believe  that  what  is  pimished 
under  the  Criminal  Law  of  Engfland  will 
be  punished  under  this  Act  in  Ireland. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  has  just  stated,  for 
the  tliird  or  fourth  time,  that  the  accusa- 
tions of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby,  when  he  accused  the 
Government  of  the  intention  of  using 
this  section  against  legitimate  organiza- 
tiona  in  Ireland,  are  entirely  unfounded. 
If  that  be  so,  why  do  not  the  Govern- 
ment accept  limitations  that  will  put  it 
out  of  their  power  to  use  this  section 
against  legitimate  organizations?  We 
aU  remember  the  declaration  of  the  poet 
—I  ^o  not  know  whether  I  recollect 
the  words  accurately,  but  I  think  they 
were — 

^  So  glorious  is  the  privilege  to  kill, 
AU  court  the  power,  bat  none  avow  the  will." 

The  Government  want  the  power  to  put 
down  uur  organizations,  but  they  deny 
that  they  have  the  will  to  do  so.  Why, 
I  ask,  if  they  have  not  the  will,  do  they 
not  propose  a  limitation  that  will  take 
the  power  out  of  their  hands  ?  We 
reaerve  to  ourselves  the  right  to  enter- 
tain our  own  opinion  as  to  that.  What- 
ever the  intention  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  may  be,  I 
know  perfectly  well  what  his  action  will 
be  when  he  gets  this  Bill  passed  into 
law.  If  I  held  to  my  own  inclinations 
I  should  certainly  divide  the  Committee 
against  this  Amendmont ;  but  as  some 
of  my  Colleagues  would  prefer  not  to 
have  a  Division  I  shall  not  persist  in 
uifi  matter 

Mk.  ABTHUE  O'CONNOR :  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General,  whe- 
ther the  GK>vemment  are  prepared  to 
divide  the  House  on  this  Amendment  ? 
They  have  not  been  able  to  give  a  single 


argument  in  support  of  it,  or  to  show 
that  it  will  make  the  Bill  better ;  and 
when  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Kirkcaldy  pointed  out  that  the  words 
**  criminal  conspiracy  "  conveyed  just  as 
much  as  the  words  '^  criminal  conspiracy 
now  punishable  by  law,"  the  Chief 
Secretary  readily  intimated  his  assent  to 
that  proposition.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, where  is  the  justification  for  the 
introduction  of  these  words  ?  At  any 
rato,  what  would  be  the  justification  of 
detaining  the  Committee  during  the 
time  which  would  be  necessary  for 
taking  a  Division  in  order  to  get  the 
words  introduced,  seeing  that  they  are 
unnecessary,  and  will  not  improve  or 
elucidate  the  Bill. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

The  Chaibman  called  on  Mr.  E.  T. 
Heid  ;  and  there  being  no  response — 

The  chairman  :  Does  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  intend  to  move  his 
Amendment  ? 

Mr.R.T.REID  (Dumfries,  &c.) :  I  did 
not  intend,  Sir,  to  move  my  Amendment, 
because  I  understood  that  an  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  has  put  down  an  exactly 
similar  Amendment  intended  to  move  it 
instead  ;  but  if  he  does  not  I  will  move 
mine.  My  proposal  is  in  page  2,  line 
18,  to  leave  out  the  words  *.*  or  induce." 
The  object  of  my  Amendment  is  very 
simple,  and  I  will  state  it  in  two  or  three 
words.  The  grounds  upon  which  I 
think  these  words  shoulcl  be  omitted 
are  because,  if  there  has  been  any  kind 
of  moral  suasion,  even  good  advice,  or 
advice  thought  to  be  good,  it  may  be  the 
means  of  rendering  a  man  liable  to 
punishment  for  crime.  What  I  take  to  be 
an  improper  operation  on  the  mind  of 
another  man  is  to  put  pressure  on  him 
against  his  will ;  but  using  suasion  or 
argument  such  as  I  refer  to  does  not 
seem  to  me  to  be  an  element  of  criminal 
offence.  I  desire  to  limit  the  harshness 
of  this  section,  and  that  is  the  reason 
why  I  move  to  omit  these  words  "  or 
induce." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
18,  to  leave  out  the  words  "or  induce." 
—{Mr.  R.  T,  jReid,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  ion 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  accept 
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this  Amendment  after  the  discussion  we 
have  already  had  and  the  alterations 
we  have  introduced  into  the  clause.  The 
clause  deals  with  an  agreement  to  com- 
mit an  offence  under  the  section,  and  it 
would  seem  necessary  to  include  in  the 
provision  any  persons  who  might  induce 
others  to  become  guilty. 

Mr.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.):  I 
wish  to  point  out  very  briefly  to  the 
Committee  the  position  in  which  we  are. 
The  case  of  the  Government  was  that  a 
conspiracy  meant  an  agreement  which 
might  be  either  lawful  or  illegal,  and 
that  it  was  necessary  to  put  the  word 
"  criminal "  before  it  in  order  to  show 
that  a  criminal  association  or  agreement 
was  meant.  Now,  conspiracy  is  a  mere 
act  of  agreement,  and  what  makes  it 
criminal  or  lawful  is  the  object  of  those 
who  conspire.  It  is  the  means  em- 
ployed or  the  act  agreed  on  that  makes 
it  lawful  or  illegal.  The  clause  defines 
the  means,  and  the  object  of  the  so- 
called  conspiracy,  the  position  we  are 
in  is  this  —  that  an  agreement  to 
compel  or  induce  any  person  or  persons 
not  to  do  so  and  so  is  declared  by  the 
clause  to  be  criminal.  What  would  be 
the  effect  of  it  if  we  leave  the  word  '^  in- 
duce "  in  ?  Why  we  shall  have  a  statu- 
tory declaration  that  it  is  criminal  to 
agree  to  induce  any  person  to  do  so  and 
so.  That  is  a  most  undesirable  position. 
We  cannot  exclude  the  question  of 
the  objects  of  an  agreement.  The  ob- 
jects are  defined  in  the  Bill,  and  the 
only  question  which  will  be  left  is 
whether  an  agreement  has  been  come  to 
or  not.  To  leave  out  of  sight  the  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  or  not  the  agreement 
has  been  come  to  for  specific  unlawful  ob- 
jects, and  to  make  it  criminal  merely  to 
combine  to  induce  any  person  not  to  fulfil 
a  lawful  obligation,  would  be  introducing 
an  entirelv  new  change  into  the  law. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  (Bradford, 
Central) :  The  word  *  *  induce ' '  is  governed 
by  the  word  "criminal,"  the  Attorney 
General  says.  If  that  were  so,  I  should 
not  object  to  it.  It  would  then  mean  that 
the  inducement  must  be  by  criminal  or 
fraudulent  means;  but  that  is  not  the 
meaning  of  the  clause.  The  word  "cri- 
minal "  does  not  apply  to  the  word  '*  in- 
duce," but  to  the  word  **  conspiracy ;"  it 
has  no  effect  on  the  word  "  induce."  If 
it  were  otherwise  I  should  not  object, 
and  should  not  support  the  Amendment 
of  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend. 

Mr.  Holmes 


Mr.  WADD  Y  (Lincolnshire,  Brigg) : 
I  have  tried   to    find    out  where  this 
phrase  comes  from,  and  I  think  we  shall 
discover  it  has  been  borrowed.     This  is 
the  precise  term  found  all  through  the 
Whiteboy  Acts,  which  go  so  far  as  re- 
gards this  compelling  and  inducing  as 
to  say  that  it  is  to  be  an  offence  against 
the  law  to  use  "threats,  promises,  per- 
suasion, or  other  undue  means."  So  that 
promises  are   undue   means,  and  per- 
suasion is  an  undue  means,  and  now  we 
are  to  link  together  persuasion  as  an 
undue  means  with  criminal  conspiracy 
to  persuade,  and  you  are  to  get  into  the 
clause    the    whole    of     the    Whiteboy 
Acts   that    we   are   to    consider  after- 
wards. 

Mr.  W.  EEDMOND  (Fermanagh,  N.): 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary said  just  now  that  this  Bill  was 
not  intended  to  be  used  against  legiti- 
mate combinations  on  the  part  of  the 
tenantry  or  any  other  class  in  Ireland. 
After  that  declaration  I  cannot,  for  the 
life  of  me,  see  any  good  grounds  for  the 
Government's  refusal  to  accept  this  very 
moderate  Amendment.     Sir,  the  object 
of  the  Amendment  is  to  protect  people 
from  the  operation  of  this  Act  who  may 
influence  the  actions  of  their  friends  and 
neighbours  by  legitimate  advice.    The 
Bill  is  supposed  to  be  framed  to  be  used 
against  people  who  practise  intimidation 
and  violence  to  compel  others  to  adopt 
their  views  with  regard  to  the  holding 
of  land,  and  with  regard  to  other  affairs 
in  Ireland.     Well,  Sir,  by  all  means,  if 
you  wish  to  apply  this  Act  to  cheek  in- 
timidation, and  to  prevent  people  from 
compelling  other  people  by  violence  fron^ 
doing  that  which  they  consider  they  have 
a  right  to  do,  you  may  do  it.     Do  that 
by  all  means ;  but  do  not  bring  people 
under  this  Bill  for  merely  giving  advice 
to  their  friends.  Now,  unless  this  Amend- 
ment is  accepted,  it  will  be  thought  that 
no  two  or  three  people  will  be  at  liberty 
to  go  to  a  friend  and  give  advice  about 
the  taking  of  a  farm,  or  the  buying  of 
cattle  at  a  fair,  without  laying  themselves 
open  to  be  branded  under  this  section  for 
conspiracy.     Sir,  it  has  been  over   and 
over  again  pointed  out  that  the  law  with 
regard  to  conspiracy  is  extremely  vague, 
and  it  has  been  stated,  without  contra- 
diction, that    almost  every  agreement 
arrived  at  upon    any  matter  by  more 
than  two  persons  might  be  called  a  crimi- 
nal conspiracy.     So  that  if  two  or  tbreo 
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men  were  to  advise  a  neighbour  not  to 
take  a  particular  farm    because  thej 
thought  it  would  not  bo  to  his  ultimate 
advantage,  these   people,  though   they 
might  only  have  given  friendly  advice, 
without    any   illegal  intent    whatever, 
merely  with  a  view  of  helping  the  man, 
might  be  proceeded  against  for  criminal 
conspiracy.      I    cannot    see    on    what 
grounds    the    Government    refuse    the 
Amendment,  since  it  does  not  hamper 
the  administration  of  the  Bill  against 
persons  who  may  use  violence  or  intimi- 
dation to  enforce  their  views ;  but  only 
provides  that  men  who  use  legitimate 
persuasion  or  advice  to  induce    their 
friends  not  to  take  a  certain  course  of 
action  shall  be  exempted  from  the  opera- 
tion of  this  Bill.    I  do  not  think  that 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land gave  any  satisfactory  reason  to  the 
Committee  why  this  Amendment  should 
not  be  accepted ;  and  I  should  like  to 
hear  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man say  why  it  is  that  the  Government, 
if  they  are  anxious  to  prove  their  sin- 
cerity— in  stating  that  they  do  not  wish 
this  Bill  to  be  used  against  legitimate 
combinations — will  not  accept  this.  Why 
will  they  not  give  us  this  security,  and 
guarantee  that  the  measure  is  not  to  in- 
terfere with  legitimate  combinations  of 
tenantry  in  Ireland?     It  is  perfectly 
evident  that  under  this  clause,  if  they 
do  not  accept  the  Amendment,  that  no 
one  in  Ireland  will  be  able  to  give  advice 
or  to  use  legitimate  means  of  persuasion 
there  on  any  earthly  subject.     You  will 
shut  the  mouths  of  those  who  are  friendly 
to  the  people,  and  practically  give  the 
landlords  complete  power  over  their  ten- 
antry ;  you  will  stand  between  the  ten- 
ants and  those  unjust  and  unreasonable 
bargains  which  the  landlords  might  wish 
to  make  them  take.  I  think  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  should  give  us  some 
good  reason  why  the  Government  will 
not  accept  this  Amendment  to  drop  out 
theee   two    words  '*or  induce,"  which 
alteration   will  by  no  means  interfere 
with  the  stringency  of  the  Act  against 
persons  who  use  violence  or  intimida- 
tion, but  which  will  give  a  guarantee 
that  persons  will  not  be  taken  up  and 
put  in  prison  for  conspiracy  when  they 
cmlygave  such  advice  to  their  friends  as 
is  given  every  day,  not  only  in  Ireland, 
but  in  Great  Britain  also. 


Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
The  reason  these  words  are  retained  by 
the  Government  in  opposition  to  our  wish 
is  not  only  that  they  may  enable  the  Go- 
vernment to  lay  its  hands  upon  associa- 
tions or  conspiracies  that  may  be  crimi- 
nal, but  that  it  may  bring  before  the 
summary  tribunals  words  which  may  be 
used  on  public  platforms.    I  maintain 
that;  the  Government  insist  upon  these 
words  in  order  that  they  may  connect 
persons  who  speak  on  public  platforms 
with  conspiracies — that  is  to  say,  that 
they  may  charge  them  with  conspiring 
with  the  tenants  not  to  pay  rent.  Assum- 
ing that  you  can  connect  the  National 
League,  we  will  say,  in  any  part  of  Ire- 
land, with  a  movement  upon  any  par- 
ticular estate  to  withhold  the  payment 
of  an  excessive  rent,  you  immediately 
connect  with  that  so-called  conspiracy 
every  branch  of  the  League,  and  take 
in  every  meeting  that  is  being  held  under 
its  auspices.    You  could  make  people 
speaking  200  miles  away  from  the  estate 
upon  which  the  tenants  were  advised  to 
withhold  the  payment  of  excessive  rents 
liable  to  criminal  proceedings  under  this 
Act.     These   words   **or  induce"   will 
enable   the  Government    to    strike    at 
every  man  who  dares  to  open  his  mouth 
on  a  public  platform  in  Ireland.     There 
is  no  word  that  a  man  could  utter  on  a 
public  platform  in  Ireland  in  respect  of 
which  this  section,  framed  as  it  is,  will 
not  lay  him  open  to  a  criminal  prosecu- 
tion, and  so  long  as  public  men  are  pro- 
vented  from  using  platforms  in  order  to 
induce  people  to  adopt  certain  political 
views,  there  is  an  end  of  freedom  of 
speech  in  Ireland.     If  such  a  law  as  this 
could  possibly  co  m  e  in  to  operation  in  En  g- 
land,  the  most  conspicuous  of  the  Tory 
orators  of  the  day  would  have  exposed 
themselves  to  incarceration  in  the  cells 
of  the  prisons  of  this  country.    It  would 
have  been  possible  to  have  convicted 
and  imprisoned  them  under  this  section. 
Let  us  suppose  that  two  ordinary  cattle 
dealers  are  looking  over,  criticizing,  and 
estimating  the  value  of  a  lot  of  cattle. 
Suppose  a  third  person  comes  up  and 
asks  them  their  opinion  of  the  cattle,  as 
he  thinks  of  buying  them ;  if  they  say 
'•These  cattle  are  not  very  good,  and 
you  ought  not  to  buy  them,"  this  man 
may  communicate  that  to  the  landlord 
or  his  agent,  or  the  agent  may  overhear 
it,  an  information  may  be  sworn  to  the 
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efiPect  that  these  two  cattle  dealers  con- 
spired to  prevent  the  sale  of  the  land- 
lord's cattle,  and  there  will  be  at  once  a 
preliminary  inquiry  and  a  prosecution 
before  two  Resident  Magistrates.  In  that 
way  really  harmless  words  spoken  at  a 
fair  between  ordinary  iriends,  and  with 
no  criminal  intent  whatever,  may  lead 
to  the  punishment  of  perfectly  honest 
people.  We  know  that  the  value  of  the 
word  "criminal"  before  "conspiracy" 
is  absolutely  nil.  It  means  absolutely 
nothing,  and  its  omission  would  leave 
the  clause  exactly  as  it  is.  That  has 
been  maintained  to-night  from  the  Go- 
vernment Bench,  and  maintained  with 
truth.  The  words  "criminal  conspiracy  " 
will  be  no  protection,  for  the  criminality 
will  not  be  criminality  in  the  view  of 
Judges  of  England  or  Ireland,  but 
simply  in  the  opinion  of  the  Irish 
Hesident  Magistrates. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.):  If 
you  take  these  words  "  or  induce "  in 
connection  with  the  words  which  follow, 
such  as  "  not  to  fulfil  his  or  their  legal 
obligations,"  or  "  not  to  let,  hire,  use, 
or  occupy  any  land,  or  not  to  deal  with, 
work  for,  or  hire  any  person  or  persons," 
it  will  give  the  Government  the  power 
of  indicting  a  person  for  the  most  petty 
offence  under  the  name  of  "  criminal 
conspiracy."  Not  only  will  the  Go- 
yemment  be  able  to  indict  people  for 
anything,  no  matter  how  petty,  but  the 
Irish  Attorney  General  has  pointed  out 
that  the  whole  machinery  of  this  Act 
may  be  put  in  force  by  any  person.  I 
do  not  say  that  the  Government  will 
necessarily  draw  the  line  where  the  Act 
may  be  put  in  operation  in  the  wrong 
place ;  but  I  do  not  like  giving  over  to 
the  Government,  and  to  any  person  in 
the  whole  of  Ireland,  the  power  of 
drawing  the  line  at  any  offence.  To 
say  that  every  person  shall  have  the 
power  of  saying  that  every  trivial  act  a 
man  may  do  is  a  criminal  offence  is  a 
reductio  ad  ahsurdum,  1  do  not  suppose 
that  the  Government  would  punish  these 
things  as  a  criminal  conspiracy ;  but, 
supposing  that  two  or  three  persons 
should  combine  to  leave  their  pigs  on 
the  road,  that,  no  doubt,  would  be 
very  wrong;  but  the  offenders  should 
hardly  be  indicted  for  a  criminal  con- 
spiracy in  respect  of  it,  and  yet,  under 
this  Act,  if  one  "induces  "  others  to  do 
such  a  thing,  anyone  may  indict  them, 
and  have  them  punished  for  a  criminal 
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conspiracy.   But  take  another  case  which 
is  often  attended  with  a  certain  amount 
of  violence — a  case  which  is  very  well 
known  in  England — where  a  numher  of 
persons  lay  claim  to  a  right  of  way.    A 
man  may  wish  to  maintain  a  right  of 
way,  or  the  owner  of  land  may  wish  to 
close  a  right  of  way,  and  a  person  may 
"  induce  "  others  to  assist  him  in  attain- 
ing   his    object.      If   the  Government 
choose,  or  the  person  supposed  to  be  in 
possession  of  the  right  of  way  cares  to 
exercise  the  power,  they  or  he  can  have 
those  persons  indicted  for  criminal  con- 
spiracy.     Such    an    offence,   however, 
ought  not  to  be  punished  by  imprison- 
ment, or  as  a  criminal  proceeding ;  but 
where  the  case  is  established  a  fine  of 
£10,  £20,  or  £30  ought  to  be  inflicted. 
Then  I  would  take  another  case— the 
case  of  the  Guardians  of  a  Poor  Law 
Union.    I  myself  have  often  "induced" 
other  Guardians   to   put   certain    ma- 
chinery   in    motion ;     that    machinery 
may  be  legal  or  illegal,  for  it  is  often  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  know  what  is  really 
the    law    which    governs    Poor    Law 
Unions,  and  what  are  really  the  duties 
of  Guardians — I  go  further,  and  say  that 
in  Ireland  it  is  very  often  extremely  diffi- 
cult for  Guardians  of  the  Poor  to  comply 
with  the  law  and  their  legal  obligations. 
Well,  if  we  do  not  comply  with  the  law 
and  our  legal  obligations  we  are  subject 
to  certain    punishments,    either    as    a 
union,  or  in  our  individual  capacities  ; 
but  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  be  in- 
dicted for  criminal  conspiracy  even  if  we 
fail  to  comply  with  our  legal  obliga- 
tions, and  yet,  if  this  Bill  passes  in  its 
present  shape,  we  should  be  constantly 
liable  to  such  indictment.    Politically 
speaking,  in  my  own  case,  I  am  afraid 
it  would  be  perfectly  impossible  for  nxe 
to  make  a  single  speech  to  my  con- 
stituents without  laying  myself  open  to 
indictment  for  criminal  conspiracy.  Cven 
if  I  told  the  electors  not  to  vote  for  the 
Conservative    candidate    I    should    be 
brought,  in  some  way,  under  this  Bill. 
I  quite  admit  that  the  whole  case  is  very 
different  so  far  as  the  word  ^'  compel  "  ia 
concerned.    If  you  '^  compel "  a  person 
to  do  any  of  the  things  mentioned  in 
this  section — that  is  to  say — 

'<  Not  to  fulfil  his  or  their  legal  oblinUona» 
or  not  to  let,  hire,  use,  or  occupy  any  uuid,  or 
not  to  deal  with,  work  for,  or  hire  any  porson.  oer 
I)er8onf  in  the  ordinary  course  of  traae,  baoi.^ 
noM,  or  occupation,** 
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there  is  a  strong  p^rimd  facie  reason  that 
jou  are  liable'  to  punishment;  but 
merely  for  ''inducing"  a  combination 
amongst  individuals  for  a  certain  pur- 
pose, unless  the  combination  is  itself 
criminal,  not  even  the  tremendous 
powers  of  this  Act  should  be  put  in 
force.  [^Interruption,']  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  is  now  sitting  amongst  the 
Conservative  ranks  would  allow  me  to 
explain,  I  would  point  out  that  the  chief 
objection  I  have  to  the  proposal  of  the 
Government  is  that  it  leaves  it  to  almost 
every  policeman  to  draw  the  line ;  it 
enables  them  to  draw  the'  line  at  an 
ofifence  infinitesimally  small,  and  to  in- 
dict us  for  the  most  ordinary  acts.  If 
this  section  becomes  law  as  it  is  framed, 
it  will  enable  a  policeman  to  indict  a 
person  for  an  offence  of  such  a  small 
and  ordinary  character  that  it  would  be 
better  punished  by  a  fine  of  5$.  and  the 
infliction  of  costs  than  by  putting  the 
powers  of  this  Act  into  force. 

Mb.  EDWAED  HAEEINGTON 
(Kerry,  W.) :  We  are,  to  my  mind,  at 
the  turning  point  of  the  whole  matter. 
It  is  argued  in  this  House  that  the 
present  political  situation  in  Ireland,  and 
the  representation  of  the  country  in  this 
House,  has  been  produced  by  intimida- 
tion. Well,  we  challenge  the  Govern- 
ment, and  those  who  make  this  asser- 
tion, to  make  good  their  words,  and  to 
stand,  in  this  clause,  by  the  words 
"  compel "  or  "  terrorize."  But  they  in- 
sist upon  the  word  **  induce."  What  will 
be  the  result  of  adopting  this  word  ? 
Why,  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  Petition,  which 
I  have  been  asked  to  present  to  this 
Honae,  from  an  elected  body  of  Guar- 
dians, trying  to ''  induce  "  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  improve  the  Land  Act, 
and  to  have  a  general  re-valuation,  so 
as  to  bring  about  a  reduction  of  rates. 
It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  trying  to 
"induce"  Her  Majesty's  Government 
not  to  do  an  act  which  they  have  a  legal 
light  to  do.  Am  I  to  be  told  that 
beeaose  a  newspaper  writer  tells  the 
people  of  Ireland  how  best  to  combine 
ia  order  to  secure  for  themselves  a  just 
and  lair  rent,  that  because  he  writes 
what  he  thinks  in  the  open  light  of  day, 
and  is  prepared  to  take  the  consequences 
of  his  action,  he  is  to  be  prosecuted  for 
eriminal  conspiracy  ?  Why,  if  this  clause 
is  carried,  there  is  not  a  single  speech 
tliat  ean  be  made,  there  is  not  a  single 
expression  tiiat  can  be  usedi  on  the  part  j 


of  the  tenants  in  Ireland,  which  may  not 
bring  the  person  who  utters  it  under  an 
indictment  for  a  criminal  conspiracy. 
[Laughter.']  I  tell  the  Government, 
whe^er  they  laugh  at  us  or  not — I  tell 
them  plainly  and  flatly  that,  whatever 
meaning  they  attach  to  this  word 
^*  induce,"  so  long  as  the  present  state 
of  things  is  maintained  in  Ireland,  so 
long  as  we  see  exorbitant  rents  ex- 
tracted from  the  pockets  of  the  miserable 
tenantry,  and  the  roof-trees  burned  over 
the  heads  of  people  who  cannot  pay 
their  rents,  so  long  shall  we  stand  up 
and  speak  and  use  every  effort  to  induce 
these  people  to  combine  against  the  pay- 
ment of  unfair  rents.  And  what  I  say 
here  I  will  say  elsewhere,  where  it  will 
be  more  useful  to  say  it  than  here,  and 
where  I  shall  get  a  more  sympathetic 
audience.  My  words  will  not  be  an  in- 
centive to  violence — they  never  have 
been.  I  challenge  anyone  to  point  to  a 
single  word  of  mine,  written  or  spoken, 
which  has  incited  to  violence,  or  has 
been  calculated  to  incite  to  violence.  I 
shall  use  every  endeavour  to  get  the 
people  to  combine  against  rack-renting 
and  oppression,  and  I  sincerely  hope 
I  shall  be  the  means  of  inducing 
them  to  combine.  I  say  that  in  abso- 
lute deflance  of  what  Uie  Government 
may  do.  But  there  may  be  many  people 
less  physically  capable  than  myself  of 
facing  the  consequences  of  such  a  course. 
We  challenge  the  Government  upon 
their  own  declaration,  which  was  that 
their  Bill  was  directed  against  terrorism. 
Why  do  they  not  direct  it  against 
terrorism?  [*' Hear,  hear !  "]  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  who  cheers  that 
observation  does  not  seem  to  appreciate 
the  point  we  are  now  on.  Surely,  it  is 
too  much  to  say  in  the  case  of  a  man 
with  the  instincts  of  humanity  in  his 
breast  that  he  should  abstain  from 
advising  people  to  resist  tyranny,  and 
that  if  he  does  so  and  is  successful  you 
punish  him.  Do  you  declare  that  any 
man  who  should  advise  his  fellow- 
countrymen  in  this  way  shall  be  brought 
up  under  this  clause  ?  There  would  be 
some  sense  in  that,  but  the  word  you 
use  is  '^  induce."  It  appears,  then,  that 
if  a  man  advises  another  to  resist 
tyranny  he  is  not  to  be  prosecuted  at 
all ;  but  if  a  man  induces  another  to  re- 
sist it  he  is  to  be  sent  to  gaol.  That  is 
an  old  policy  which  is  not  calculated  to 
soothe,   but  to  sow  strife    among    all 
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classes  ]^of  people.  You  will  allow 
advice  to  be  giyen  to  the  tenants ;  but  if 
men,  in  the  earnestness  of  truth,  stand 
up  for  a  certain  class  in  Ireland,  and  in- 
duce them  to  combine,  then  Her  Ma- 
jesty's.  GU>Temment  are  very  ready  to 
prosecute.  I  will  show  why  the  Purchase 
Bill  of  the  Government  itself  should 
come  under  the  operation  of  this  clause. 
At  the  present  time  a  tenant  in  Ireland 
agrees  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  to 
purchase  his  land  at  a  certain  exorbitant 
price.  I  give  an  instance  where  the 
landlord  has  asked  his  tenants  to  agree 
to  purchase  all  their  holdings  at  an 
exorbitant  figure;  the  landlord  evicts 
thesa  people,  because  they  do  not  agree 
to  bis  proposal.  I  know  an  instance 
where  a  Sheriff  has  gone  to  a  tenant 
with  a  writ  of  ejection  in  the  one  hand 
and  a  written  agreement  to  purchase 
the  land  in  the  other.  It  is  said  you 
have  a  legal  right  to  make  these  agree- 
ments; but  we  interpose  and  say  we 
will  not  allow  the  purchase  to  take 
place.  I  myself  know  an  instance  in 
which  land  has  been  bought  at  18  or  20 
years'  purchase  which  the  Land  Com- 
missioners would  not  ratify,  because  the 
land  was  not  worth  the  price.  There- 
fore, I  say  that  the  Land  Commission, 
in  refusing  to  allow  the  land  to  be  pur- 
chased in  that  way,  would  come  under 
the  operation  of  the  clause.  Suppose 
that  we,  having  the  interest  of  our 
people  as  much  at  heart  as  ever  you  have 
had  it,  go  amongst  the  tenants  and 
advise  them  to  stand  together  and  con- 
sult among  themselves  as  to  what  is 
reasonable.  I  ask  is  it  because  we  in- 
duce them  to  do  this  that  we  are  to  be 
made  the  victims  of  this  enactment  ?  I 
do  not,  of  course,  expect  to  induce  any 
hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway  oppo- 
site to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  I 
would  as  soon  go  into  a  cabbage  garden 
and  expect  the  cabbages  to  listen  to  me. 
I  say  if  the  Government  would  consider 
for  a  moment  that  we  have  at  heart  the 
interest  of  the  country  in  which  we  were 
bom,  and  which  we  represent  in  this 
House,  and  if  they  would  in  some  way 
shape  their  Act  in  the  direction  which 
we  indicate,  it  is  quite  possible  that  we 
should  stand  off  and  give  it  a  fair  trial 
to  see  whether  it  would  be  of  any  use 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  down  crimi- 
nality in  Ireland.  But  if  I  find  that 
this  is  to  be  an  Act  to  perpetrate  injus- 
tice in  Ireland  I   shall  ever  speak  of 
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the  Act  as  it  appears  to  :ne — [Interrupt 
tion'] — and  as  little  as  I  care  for  the 
interruptions  of  hon.  Members  opposite 
so  little  shall  I  hesitate  to  state  my  view 
of  the  case  in  Ireland.  Tou  have  put 
us  in  a  position  in  which  we  are  forced 
to  be  opponents  of  every  word  and  line 
of  the  measure  in  this  House,  and  we 
shall  not  hesitate  to  take  up  the  same 
position  in  regard  to  it  when  the  time 
comes,  if  it  ever  does  come,  for  its 
application  in  Ireland. 

SiE  WILLIAM  HAECOURT  (Derby): 
I  think  we  might  now  go  to  a  Division 
on  this  subject.     I  am  sorry  that  the 
Gt)vemment    have    not    accepted    the 
Amendment,    because  the  contrast  be- 
tween the  word  sought  to  be  introduced 
and  that  which  is  in  the  Bill  is  so  clear 
that  there  can  be  no  misunderstanding 
about  the  matter.    The  Government,  by 
their  action,  show  that  the  clause  is  dis- 
tinctly to  be  used  against  innocent  com- 
bination.    If  there  was  ever  any  doubt 
about  that  these  words  make  it  perfectly 
clear.      The  introduction  of  the  word 
'^  induce  "  makes  it  evident  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  clause  is  that  every  combina- 
tion shall  be  attacked,  though  it  may  be 
a  combination  entirely  devoid    of  any 
criminal  intention.  In  taking  this  Divi- 
sion— ^Laughier,  andcriee  of**  Divide !  "3 
— I  cannot  but  admire  the  manners  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.     I  am  doings 
what  I  can  to  facilitate  the  conclusion  of 
this  discussion,  and  I  am  endeavouring^ 
in  the  briefest  terms  to  indicate  the  true 
character  of  this  clause  before  we  take  a 
Division  upon  the  Amendment;    and, 
having  done  so,  I  think  the  sooner  we 
take  the  Division  the  better. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND :  I  wish  to  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  throughout  Uie 
discussion  on    this    Amendment    Irlslx 
Members  have  been  most  persistently 
interrupted  by  hon.  Members  opposite. 
I  would  submit  very  respectfully  that,  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  it  is  not  decent,  wken 
Irish  Members  are  endeavouring  to  do 
what,  in  their  opinion,  is  their  duty    to 
their  constituents,  that  they  should  l>e  in. 
terrupted  thus  by  hon.  Members  opposite 
who  are  opposed  to  their  views ;    and   X 
appeal  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  to    a«^ 
hon.  Members  who  have  no  interest    in 
the  details  of  this  discussion,  and   ^vrho 
desire    to  engage    in    conversation,     to 
leave  the  House  and  allow  us  to  prooeed 
with  that  which  to  us  is  a  matter  of   the 
greatest  moment. 
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The  CHAIRMAN:  I  regret  that 
there  should  be  any  ground  for  com- 
plaint, but  I  am  forced  to  confess  that 
there  is. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  265; 
Noes  180:  Majority  85.— (Div.  List, 
No.  162.) 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mb.   0»D0HERTY    (Donegal,  N.): 
The  Amendment  which  I  am  about  to 
move  is  one  which  the  Government  can 
use  for  strengthening  the  Land    Bill, 
when  it  comes  into  operation  in  Ireland. 
Suppose  when  large   numbers   of  the 
tenants   avail  themselves  of  the  Land 
Bill,  they  find  that  their  action  brings 
them  within  this  dause.  I  ask  how  they 
are  in  that  case  to  get  the  benefit  of  the 
Land  Bill  ?  Surely,  to  give  the  Eesident 
Magistrates  power  to  say  whether  they 
shall  do  so  or  not  is  pushing  the  matter 
to  absurdity.    Whether  you  appeal  to  a 
man's    fears  or  passions,  whether  you 
use  force  or  terror,  or  whether  you  use 
reason,  you  have  no  right  to  tell  him 
you  repudiate  his  liability.  Unquestion- 
ably, it  will  many  a  time  be  the  duty  of 
a  man  towards  his  family,  or  towards 
the  State  or  local  government,  to  insist 
upon  withholding  certain  payments.     It 
will  be  a  tremendous  thing  if  men  are 
not  left  to  the  ordinary  freedom  of  a 
country  to  combine  to  determine  in  what 
priority  they  shall  discharge  their  legal 
obligations.     There   are  some  Amend- 
ments which,    I  believe,  will    not    be 
moved.       [^Minieterial  eriet  of  **  Hear, 
hear !  "j       I  trust  that  on  that  account 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  will  be  all  the 
more  inclined  to  accept  my  Amendment. 
There  are  some  Amendments  upon  the 
Paper  which  plainly  show  in  what  way 
even  a  landlord,  by  compelling  men  to 
fulfil    their    legal    obligations  to  him, 
would  thereby  take  from  the  men  the 
means  of  fulfilling  their  other  obliga- 
tions.    I  deny  that  in  Ireland  rent  is  so 
sacred  an  obligation,  and  one  of  such 
supreme  importance  that  it  should  be 
paid  before  any  other  debt.     I  beg  to 
propose  the  Amendment  which  stands  in 
my  name. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
18,  to  leave  ont  the  words  ''not  to  fulfil," 
in  order  to  insert  the  words  ''  to  repu- 
diate."—(ifr.  O'Doherty.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
*  not  to  fulfil '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  presume  that  the  hon.  Gen- 
I  tleman  (Mr.  O'Doherty)  means,  by  the 
insertion  of  the  word  "repudiate,"  that 
there  should  be  some  action  done  by  the 
tenant  to  inform  his  creditor,  whoever 
he  may  be,  that  he  repudiates  the  matter 
altogether.  I  certainly  cannot  consent 
to  that,  and  I  think,  having  regard  to 
what  the  Committee  has  already  done, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  for  persons  to 
conspire  together  to  induce  a  person  to 
repudiate  his  obligations  is  an  offence, 
and  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  is  equally 
an  offence  if  they  compel  or  induce  a 
person  to  keep  his  money  in  his  pocket, 
and  not  to  fulfil  his  obligations. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
think  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  G'Doherty) 
explained  with  sufficient  clearness  what 
the  distinction  was.  Repudiation  would 
be  a  total  denial  of  an  obligation,  but 
it  could  not  be  said  that  a  tenant  repu- 
diated his  obligation  to  his  landlord  if 
he  offered  his  rent  at  a  20  per  cent  re- 
duction. That  is  the  distinction,  I  think, 
which  my  hon.  Friend  made,  and  which 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  has 
not  made.  Now,  Mr.  Courtney,  let  me 
put  a  particular  case.  Five  years  ago 
this  Parliament  passed  an  Act,  which 
was  called  the  Arrears  Act.  By  virtue 
of  that  Act  tenants  in  Ireland  were 
enabled  to  apply  to  the  Land  Com- 
mission, and  the  Land  Commission  was 
authorized,  in  certain  cases,  to  remit  a 
portion  of  the  arrears  due  by  tenants. 
Now,  you  can  imagine  that  Act  being  in 
force  at  the  time  this  Bill  became  law. 
It  would  be  actually  a  criminal  offence 
if  any  Member  sitting  in  this  quarter  of 
the  House  or  if  any  public  man  in  Ire« 
land  went  among  the  tenants  for  whose 
benefit  the  Arrears  Act  was  passed,  and 
advised  them  to  take  advantage  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Act,  and  go  to  the 
Land  Commission  and  ask  for  a  reduction 
of  their  rents.  The  Arrears  Act  lapsed 
some  years  ago, and  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
O'Doherty)  pointed  out  very  properly 
that  the  Government  have  themselves 
in  contemplation,  and  have  introduced 
in  '^  another  place,"  a  measure  which  is 
intended  to  enable  tenants  in  Ireland,  in 
certain  cases,  to  retain  a  remission  of 
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their  rents,  and  whicli  will  enable  those 
tenants  to  discharge  their  obligations  as 
regards  their    arrears    of  rent  by  the 
payment  of  a  portion  of  the  sums  due 
from  them,  and  that  if  this  Bill  passed 
in  its   present  shape   any  Member  of 
Parliament  or  any  public  man  who  goes 
among  the  Irish  tenantry,  and  takes  it 
upon  himself  to  recommend  them  to  take 
advantage  of  the  provisions  of  that  other 
Bill  which  the  Government  profess  them- 
selves anxious  to  pass,  will  make  him- 
self liable  to  the  provisions  of  this  clause, 
and  subject  himself  to  the  penalties  pro- 
vided.   That  Bill  provides — I  do  not 
want  to  discuss  it,  but  I  may  refer  to 
one  of  its  provisions  by  way  of  illus- 
tration—  that    Bill    provides   that,    in 
certain  oases,  the  tenants  can  gu  into 
the  County  Court  and  say  that  they  are 
unable  to  pay  their  arrears  of  rent,  that 
the  rent  is  exorbitant,  and  that  they 
should  be  released  from  their  obligation 
to  pay  the  rent  in  full,  on  offering  or 
tendering  a  certain  portion  of  it.    Now, 
Mr.  Courtney,    if    this  Bill  passes,  it 
appears  to  me  that  to  recommend  the 
tenants  to  take  advantage  of  that  pro- 
vision   would    be   a  criminal    offence. 
What  does  this  Bill  provide  ?    It  pro- 
vides that  any  person  who  shall  take 
part  in  any  criminal  conspiracy — and  it 
is  now  agreed  that  the  word  '*  conspi- 
racy "  means  nothing  more  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Qovernment  than  an  agreement 
— any  person,  therefore,  who  shall  take 
part  in  any  agreement  to  induce  any 
person  or  persons  not  to  fulfil  his  or  their 
legal  obligations  shall  be  subjected  to  the 
penalties  of  this  Act.    Because  a  man 
recommends  the  tenants  to  go  into  Court 
and  obtain  the  benefits  of  the  Govern- 
ment Bill,  he  recommends  those  tenants 
not  to  fulfil  their  legal  obligations.   The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  may  say 
this   case    is   governed    by   the    word 
*•  criminal ; "  but  the  word  "  criminal," 
we  have  it  over  and  over  again — and  we 
have  it  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) — would  not 
govern  a  case  of  this  kind,  because  acts 
done    by    an    individual,    innocent   in 
themselves,    became    criminal  if  done 
by  a  number  of  persons.    Consequently 
*^  criminal "  does  not  help  us  in  the  least. 
It  amounts  to  this — ^that  if  a  number  of 
persons  agree  to  induce  tenants  to  take 
advantage  of  the  Bill  which  the  Go- 
vernment  are    passing    in    ''another 
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place,"  they  will  be  linMe  to  be  hauled 
before  two  Besident  Magistrates,  and 
to  be  imprisoned  for  six  months.  The 
distinction  given  by  my  hon.  Friend  is 
perfectly  plain.  If  you  accept  his 
Amendment,  the  clause  of  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  apply  to  a  case  of  that 
kind,  because  the  tenants  who  acted  on 
the  advice  given  to  them,  although  they 
would  not  be  fulfilling  their  obligations, 
they  would  not  be  repudiating  them. 
Let  us  remember,  in  this  connection, 
the  famous  dictum  of  Lord  Fitzgerald, 
in  the  case  of  * '  the  Queen  v.  Parnell."  In 
that  case  Lord  Fitzgerald  laid  it  down 
that  a  landlord's  right  was  to  his  full 
rent  and  not  to  a  part  of  it ;  and  any- 
body, or  any  body  of  persons,  who  re- 
commended or  advised  tenants  not  to 
fulfil  their  legal  obligations  to  pay  land- 
lords their  full  rent,  were  guilty  of 
taking  part  in  a  criminal  conspiracy, 
and  could  be  punished  for  it.  Now,  that 
is  the  point  my  hon.  Friend  raised.  If 
you  use  in  this  section  the  words  "  not 
to  fulfil "  you  will  place  on  the  tenant 
the  obligation  of  paying  their  rent  to 
the  very  last  penny;  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
you  accept  the  Amendment  of  my  hon. 
Friend,  and  substitute  forthe  words  ''not 
to  fulfil"  the  word  "repudiate"  you  will 
enable  the  tenants  to  make  the  best 
terms  they  can,  and  either  to  induce  the 
landlords  to  give  them  a  reduction,  or 
to  take  advantage  of  the  Bill  the  Go- 
vernment are  passing  in  "  another 
place,"  and  which,  we  are  told,  is  in- 
tended to  confer  a  great  many  benefits 
on  the  Irish  tenants. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
Mr.  Courtney,  judging  from  past    ex- 
perience, there  can  be  no  question  that 
we  shall  be    accused  of   engaging  in 
criminal  conspiracy.     It    must    be  re- 
membered that  that  distinguished  states- 
man (Mr.  John  Bright) — I  speak  of  him 
in  his  general  capacity,  not  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament — always  refers  to  the 
Irish  Party  as  a  rebel  conspiracy.    [M[r. 
Johnston  :      Hear,     hear!]       Fortu- 
nately   the    hon.    Member   for   South 
Belfast  (Mr.  Johnston)  is  not  a  Resident 
Magistrate.     We  are  always  referred  to 
as  a  rebel  conspiracy,  or  as  a  conspiracy 
to  induce  the  tenants  of  Ireland  to  do 
certain  unlawful  things.     This  Bill    is 
brought  in.  and  the  question  at  issue  is 
a  question   of  rent  pure  and   sizaple. 
Now,  our  contention  has  been  that  tha 
rents  of  Ireland  are  too  high ;  we 
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to  the  tenants  of  Ireland  that  Lord 
Coirper'a  Commission  recommends  you 
a  reauctioQ  of  18  per  cent,  and,  under 
these  ciraamstances,  you  are  entitled  to 
a  reduction  which  English  landlords  are 
pvinfT  to  their  tenants.  We  are  met  by 
this  Bill,  in  which  it  goes  without  saying 
that  we  shall  be  considered  a  crimioal 
conspiracy.  Eighty-fiye  Members  of 
the  House  of  Commons  have  been  de- 
■cribed  by  Mr.  Bright 

The  chairman  :  Order,  order ! 

Ma.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  only  speak  of 
bitn in hisgeneral  capacity. 

Tax  CHAIRMAN:  The  distinction 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  dwells 
upon  is  not  real.  The  fact  that  a  present 
Member  of  the  House  makes  a  speech 
out  of  the  House  is  not  sufGcient  to 
entitle  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
to  speak  of  him  by  name.  It  is  only  in 
laferring  to  the  past,  that  names  of 
Qentlemen  are  used  in  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  1  heard  Mr. 
William  O'Brien  referred  to  to-night  by 
name  without  protest.  Anyhow,  Mr. 
Courtney,  the  senior  Member  for  Bir- 
miogham  (Mr.  John  Bright)  always 
refers  to_this  Party  as  a  criminal  con- 
spiracy. "Now,  if  we  recommend  the 
tenants  in  consequence  of  the  state  of 
th.0  crops,  or  the  state  of  trade,  or  any- 
tiling  else  to  insist  upon  reductions  which 
English  landlords  give  their  tenants, 
ve  shall  of  course,  in  the  judgment  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  be  sharers  in 
a  criminal  conspiracy,  and  Resident 
lla^trates  in  tneir  pay  and  at  their 
back  will  at  once  find  us  guilty  of 
crimiaal  conspiracy.  We  have  said, 
■nd  I  trust  we  shall  continue  to  say,  to 
the  tenants  of  Ireland,  if  you  are  unable 
by  reason  of  the  season  to  pay  your 
rents  without  defrauding  your  other 
ereditora,  youmustnotdoso.  Wecontend 
that  in  equity  the  tenants  have  more 
claim  to  their  rents  than  the  landlords, 
and  thereforewe  adfiuetenants  to  pay  the 
shopkeepers  with  whom  they  deal,  be- 
tan  they  pay  the  landlord.  That  will 
be  oonsLaoted  an  incitement  under  this 
Act  to  people  to  engage  in  a  criminal 
oaaspimoy  not  to  pay  a  particular  per- 
son, whereas  it  is  nothing  of  the  kind. 
Isabmititis  giving  a  preference  to  no 
puticnlar  creditor,  but  treatiug  all  men 
oo  the  same  so^e.  We  have  never 
advised  the  tenants  to  repudiate  their 
obligatioiu,  and  therefore,  we  claim  the 
Lon  that  the  word  "repudiate" 


will  give.  I  think  it  is  only  a  reasonable 
thing  that  the  Government  should  accept 
this  Amendment. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  259; 
Noes  137:  Majority  122.— (Div.  List, 
No.  163.) 

Dk.  CLAEK  {Caithness):  I  beg  to 
move,  Sir,  that  you  report  Progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again.  I  have  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  OenUeman  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  to  assent  to  this  Motion, 
in  order  that  we  may  go  on  with 
Eeport  of  Supply  and  consider  several 
important  questions  that  arise  therein. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again."— (A-. 
Clark.) 

The  FJEST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  understand  there  are 
several  Amendments  on  the  Paper  that 
will  not  be  pressed,  and  some  that  will 
not  be  moved,  and  under  the  circum- 
stances, I  think  it  would  be  bettor  that 
we  should  run  through  these  and  go  on 
with  the  Committee  until  we  come  to 
some  substantive  Amendment  upon 
which  there  is  opposition. 

Mk.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.): 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  should  re- 
member that  some  ban.  Members  have 
been  waiting  here  all  night  in  order  to 
bring  questions  forward  on  Report  of 
Supply.  It  is  intended,  I  believe,  to 
raise  a  discussion  in  reference  to  the 
Scotch  Crofters  Act,  and  seeing  that 
private  Members,  owing  to  the  action  of 
the  Government  in  takmg  the  whole  of 
the  time  of  the  House  for  the  Coercion 
Bill,  have  been  unable  to  bring  matters 
under  the  notice  of  the  House  on  private 
Members'  days,  I  think  the  least  tne  Go- 
vernment can  do  is  to  allow  ns  some  time 
on  Report  of  Supply  to  take  such  dis- 
cussions. We  on  these  Benches  desire 
to  raise  attention  to  the  question  of  the 
suppression  of  meetings  in  Ireland,  and 
we  shall  certainly  do  it  at  some  hour  of 
the  night  or  morning.  As  we  are  to 
have  an  Autumn  SesBton  the  Govern- 
ment have  plenty  of  time  on  their  bands, 
and  I  do  tbiok,  therefore,  it  would  only 
be  reasonable  on  their  part  to  let  Pro- 
gress be  reported.  If  you  will  appoint 
6  o'clock  to-morrow  for  the  meeting  of 
the  HottM.  it  will  he  reasonable,  per- 
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haps,  to  fi^o  on  with  the  Committee ;  hut 
it  certainly  is  not  reasonahle  to  expect 
us  to  sit  here  all  night  discussing  Amend- 
ments, and  then  to  proceed  to  consider 
questions  on  Eeport  of  Supply  after- 
wards, and  to  come  here  at  the  ordinary 
time  this,  evening.  At  this  hour  (1.5 
a.m.),  it  is  only  reasonable  that  Progress 
should  be  reported. 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  think  the 
hon.  and  learned  Qentleman  must  have 
misunderstood  me.  I  said  it  was  under- 
stood that  a  number  of  the  Amendments 
next  on  the  Paper  will  not  be  moved,  or 
if  moved,  will  not  be  pressed,  and  that 
under  the  circumstances  I  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  proceed  with  those 
Amendments. 

Mr.  chance  (KUkenny,  S.) :  If  the 
hon.  Gentleman  (Dr.  Clark)  withdraws 
his  Motion,  it  will  be  competent  to  make 
a  similar  Motion  at  any  time. 

Dr.  CLARK :  I  withdraw  the  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  tvithdrawn. 

Mr.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.):  I  have 
been  asked  by  the  hon.  Qentleman  the 
Member  for  Central  Hull  (Mr.  King)  to 
move  the  Amendment  standing  in  his 
name — ^that  is  to  say,  in  page  2,  line  19, 
after  "or,"  to  insert  "to  compel  any 
person  or  persons,  by  means  of  threats, 
intimidation,  or  violence."  Since  this  is 
a  very  substantial  Amendment,  and  as  it 
comes  from  the  Tory  part  of  the  House, 
I  think  it  should  be  properly  discussed. 
I  would,  therefore,  ask  that  Progress 
should  be  reported. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  2,  line  19,  after  "or,"  insert  "to 
compel  any  person  or  persons,  by  means  of 
threats,  intimidation,  or  violence."  —  {Mr, 
Chance.) 

Question  proposed^  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  beg  to  move 
that  you.  Sir,  do  now  report  Progress. 

Motion  made  and  Question,  "That 
the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again," — (Mr.  W^  E, 
Smith f) — put,  and  a^jfreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow. 

SUPPLY.— KEPORT. 
[adjottrnbd  debate.] 

Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [I7th  May],  "That 

Mr.  T.  M.  JSeaiy 


this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Commit- 
tee in  the  said  Eesolution." 

2.  "That  a  turther  sum,  not  exceeding 
£3,830,300,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  on 
account,  for  or  towards  defraying  the  Charge 
for  the  following  Civil  Services  and  Revenae 
Departments  for  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst 
day  of  March  1888." 

Question  again  proposed. 
Debate  reiumed. 

Dr.  Clabk  (Caithness)  rose  to  speak, 
when 

Mr.  speaker  :  I  would  remind  the 
hon.  Member  that  he  has  already  spoken 
in  the  debate,  and  is  precluded  from 
taking  further  part  in  the  discussion 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
wish  to  ask  Her  Majesty's  Government 
for  some  information  as  to  when  they 
intend  to  fill  the  yacanoy  at  present 
existing  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
in  Ireland.    I  presume  I  am  in  Order 
in  going  into  this  matter  under  the  Vote 
for  the  Irish  Law  Courts.     It  is  about 
six  weeks  since  the  Gt)yemment  sue* 
ceeded  in  passing  a  measure  which  was 
considered  so  urgent  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  got  up 
in  this  House  and  said  it  was  necessary 
to  pass  it  without  discussion  or  debate. 
On    that   representation.    Sir,    several 
blocks  which  stood  against  the  Bill  were 
withdrawn,  and  the  Government  sue* 
ceeded  in  passing  the  measure  through, 
this    House    post-haste,    and    through. 
**  another  place,"  and  it  is  now  the  law 
of  the  land.   Seeing  that  the  Bill  passed 
through  both  Chambers  six  weeks  ago» 
it  is  rather  surprising  that  the  Gt)vem- 
ment  have  not  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  which  the  provisions  of  that 
Bill  offers  for  filling  up  the  vacancy  I 
have  referred  to.    The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief   Secretary  declared, 
when  the  Bill  was    under  discussion , 
that  it  was  quite  impossible  that  the 
Common  Pleas  Division  could  continue 
to  discharge  its  functions  unless  this  ap* 
pointment  was  made ;  but,  in  the  f aoe  of 
that  fact,  we  have  seen  six  weeks  elapse, 
and  yet  have  heard  no  hint  even  of  the 
likelihood    of    the  appointment    being 
made.    I  would  press  the  Government 
to  give  us  some  information  on  this  sub* 
ject.    I  do  not  think  they  have  treated 
us  fairly.    They  first  induced  us  to  take 
our  blocks  off  the  measure,  by  represent- 
ing that  th^  matter  was  of  the  utmost 


613 


Stqiply.- 


]May  19,  1387} 


nrgeno;,  and  now  that  they  have  had 
tha  Bill  six  weeks,  they  make  not  the 
smallest  use  of  it.  I  ask  them  if  they 
will  give  US  some  iaformattoa  as  to  what 
they  mean  to  do?  The  Chief  Secretary 
ia,  as  asaal,  not  present ;  but  I  would 
express  a  hope  that  some  other  official 
representing  the  Oovemment  would  be 
able  to  give  us  some  information  on  this 
point. 

Thk  FIEST  LOED  of  the  TREA- 
STTHT  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smitb)  (Strand, 
Westminster):  The  hon.  Gentleman 
seems  excessively  anxious  to  know  what 
is  going  to  be  done  under  a  BUI  which 
has  not  yet  reoeived  the  Boyal  Assent, 
and  which,  therefore,  is  not  yet  law. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
Six  weeks  ago  I  was  refused  by  the  Go- 
Temment  a  single  night's  discussion  of 
this  Bill,  ontheiraseuranoethat  it  made 
all  the  difference  of  8  cataclysm  of  a 
Parliamentary  character  in  the  ordinary 
conduct  of  debate  whether  the  Bill  was 
taken  on  a  Thursday  or  a  Eriday.  The 
Goremment  could  not  wait  for  the  Bill 
one  day ;  they  were  in  a  terrible  hurry ; 
the  people  of  Ireland  were  gasping  for 
the  appointment  of  a  new  Judge.  The 
measure  has  passed  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  there  would  have  been  no  difficulty 
in  getting  the  Boyal  Assent  to  it ;  in- 
deed, since  the  Bill  passed  both  Houses 
we  have  several  times  seen  Black  Bod 
walk  up  to  this  Table.  The  anxiety  of 
the  Government  to  appoint  a  new  Judge 
is  so  slight  that,  notwithstanding  the 
extraordinary  pressure  they  put  upon 
BS  to  pass  the  Bill,  now  that  they  have 
got  it  they  hare  not  taken  the  smallest 
trouble  to  get  the  Boyal  Assent  to  it.  I 
quite  appreciate  the  object  of  the  delay 
on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  I 
most  say  it  is  a  high  compliment  you 
pa;  to  the  Law  Officer  who  has  been 
extremely  vilified  by  TAe  Timet.  Tou 
have  not  given  the  Bill  the  Boyal  Assent, 
in  order  that,  for  the  present,  you  may 
Bot  lose  the  services  of  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland.  If  at  first  you  had 
■aid  frankly  what  you  meant  to  do,  the 
poaitioa  would  have  been  a  reasonable 
(me  to  take  ap  ;  but  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlsmaa  the  Chief  Secretary  told  us  that 
the  Bill  was  so  necessary  that  yon  could 
not  wait  a  single  day  for  it,  and  we  had 
it  on  his  assurance  that  some  very^f  right- 
ful tiling  would  happen  if 
no>t  paaa  at  once.  "Unless 
KH,    Iw  midr  "  «e  shaU  1 
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fill  upthe  Chief  Justiceship  of  the  Com- 
Such  pressure  did  the  Go- 
vernment put  on  the  House  that  the 
third  reading  of  the  measure  was  aU 
lowed  to  be  taken  on  the  same  night 
that  the  Committee  stage  was  disposed 
of.  The  Bill  went  up  to  the  House  of 
Lords  at  once,  and  it  passed  there  ever 
so  long  ago.  The  Government  have  been 
keeping  it  up  their  sleeve,  so  to  speak, 
ever  since.  This  shows  their  precious 
way  of  doing  business.  They  find  their 
[rish  Attorney  General  so  extremely 
useful  here  that  they  cannot  allow  him 
to  be  made  a  Judge.  I  only  hope  that 
when  they  can  spare  him,  and  when  he 
retires  to  the  Bench,  he  will  be  found  as 
useful  a  Judge  as  he  has  been  an  At- 
torney Qenersl.  But  it  was  not  my  in- 
tention in  rising  to  diacuss  that  sub- 
ject; I  desired  to  call  attention  to  a 
different  matter  altogether.  I  rise  to 
refer  to  the  action  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  in  reference  to  the  Ulster 
meeting.  Things  in  Ireland  have  been 
brought  to  this  pass — that  when  a  cer- 
tain class  of  people  determine  to  hold  a 
public  meeting,  and  a  placard  is  issued 
by  someone  announcing  a  counter 
meeting,  then  the  first  meeting  is 
not  to  be  held.  I  would  ask  Mem- 
bers of  the  Orange  Party  whether 
that  ia  reasonable  ?  I  put  it  to  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  South 
Belfast  (Mr.  Johnston)  whether,  when 
the  Orange  Party  hold  their  meetings  in 
Dublin,  atthe  Botunda,  in  splendid  style, 
with  all  their  regalia,  they  are  never  in- 
terfered with  at  all  ?  We  do  not  dream  of 
interfering  with  them — in  fact,  they 
rather  amuse  us.  They  build  their 
Orange  Hall  in  Dublin  next  to  the  Palace 
of  the  Catholic  Archbishop,  and  no  one 
objects  to  their  mummery.  We  consider 
them  harmless,  and  tbeir  meetings  never 
give  rise  to  anything  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree in  the  nature  of  a  panic.  But  what 
is  the  last  act  of  the  Government  in  re- 
i;ard  to  freedom  of  public  meeting  in 
Ireland?  [An  hon.  Member:  Speak 
up!1  An  hon.  Member  says  "Speak 
up !"  I  always  use  my  natural  voice  in 
speaking,  and  I  have  always  succeeded 
ia  making  myself  heard.  I  think  if 
hon.  GentlemeD  opposite  would  stop 
their  conversation,  no  one  would  have 
any  difficulty  in  heating  me.    Her  Ma- 
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to  his  coarse  of  action  as  a  precedent. 
Well,  in  Lord  Spencer^s  time,  there  was 
a  meeting  held  in  Dungannon  in  no  de- 
pfree  differing  from  that  which  is  now 
proclaimed.    I  travelled  down  to  it  with 
the  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman).    We 
sat  in  the  same  train,  and  in  the  same 
carriage,  and  the  only  thing  he  said  dis- 
raspectful  to  me  was   that  I  smoked 
cigars  as  long  as  his  arm.     Seeing  that 
I  do  not   smoke  at  all,  I  think  that 
was  rather  hard.     He  also  said  he  was 
sorry  Her  Majesty's  Qoyemment  had 
lent  me  their  protection  to  prevent  the 
Orangemen  breaking  my  head.    Well, 
what  happened  on  the  occasion  of  that 
meeting  ?    Why,  what  happened  shows 
how  completely  the  peace  can  be  pre- 
served in  Dungannon.    I  went  into  the 
gathering  with  nothing  but  a  stick  in 
my  hand,  and  the  Bev.  Bearing  Kane 
shouted    out  —  "  There    is  So-and-so ; 
show  him  how  you  can  cheer  for  the 
Queen  ;"  and  they  showed  me  how  they 
could  cheer  for  the  Queen  by  raising 
their  shillelaghs  in  the  air,  and  directing 
them  at  my  head.    There  was  a  troop  of 
dragoons  present,  fortimately,  so  that 
notwithstanding  the  excitement  of  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman,  and 
of   the  Bev.    Bearing  Kane,   nothing 
serious  took  place.    The  Under  Secre- 
tary declared,  on  that  occasion,  that  he 
was  extremely  sorry  that  the  *' protec- 
tion,'' as  he  called  it,  of  the  Queen's 
troops  had  been  given  to  me — in  other 
words,  he  was  extremely  sorry  that  I 
had  not    been   killed    by  his    Orange 
friends.    But  I  did  not  feel  in  the  least 
agg^eved  by  the  expressions  of   the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman.     He 
is  a  military  man,  and  we  must  take 
these    things    from    him   with  certain 
qualifications.  But  what  I  want  to  point 
out  is,  that  at  a  meeting  at  Dungannon 
similar  to  that  which  has   been  pro- 
claimed, Lord  Spencer  was  able  to  keep 
the  peace,  notwithstanding  the  incite- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman and  others  like  him.  This  incite- 
ment went  on  to  an  enormous  extent 
at  that  time,  and  yet  without  breaking 
the  peace.    A  lot  of  Tories  came  over 
to  Ireland  especially,  and  addressed  a 
meeting  of  the  Orange  Party  in  the 
Botunda — a  meeting  presided  over  by 
the  Orange  Grand  Master.    The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  was  there,  and  he  heard  the 

Mr.  T.  M.  Sialy 


incitements  addressed  to  the  Orangemen 
of  Ulster  to  break  up  our  meetings  and 
break  our  heads.     He  sat  and  listened 
to  his  present  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land, when  he  declared  that  the  blood 
of   Giffen  was  on  the  head  of  Lord 
Spencer ;  he  heard  the  Under  Secretary 
for  Ireland  tell  the  people  to  keep  the 
cartridge  in  the  rifle,   and   use  other 
expressions  of   the  same    kind.     And 
yet,  notwithstanding  these  meetings  of 
Orangemen,   and  notwithstanding  the 
death  of  a  man  which  occurred  through 
the  riotous  proceedings  of  the  mob,  who 
broke  the  windows  of  the  convent  in 
which  the  Lady  lay  sick — a  circumstance 
which  was  so  inconvenient  to  the  Tory 
Party  at  the    time,   that  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote  had  to  write  a  letter  regretting 
its  occurrence — Earl  Spencer  was  able  to 
keep  order  in  Ulster.  The  noble  Earl  could 
allow  meetings  to  take  place  and  yet 
keep  order,  and  that  notwithstanding 
the  Orange  Party  were  led  on  by  Sir 
Stafford  Northcote,  by  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  and  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland.    [Cm«o/"  Divide!"]   Per- 
haps the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
opposite    who    cries  "Divide!" — [An 
hon.  Member:    Not  gallant.]    Then  I 
will  say  nothing  about  him.    Though 
those  incitements  were  addressed  to  the 
Orange    Party  by  Gentlemen   so  dis- 
tinguished, and  though  the  Orange  Party 
were  roused  to  fury  by  those  incitements, 
and  by  the  fact  that  the  Franchise  Act 
was  being  passed  by  Her  Majesty's  Gk>- 
vernment — for  they  knew  it  would  give 
us  a  majority  of  the  Ulster  Bepresenta- 
tion — notwithstanding  all  that,  I  say. 
Lord  Spencer  preserved  the  peace  so 
thoroughly  that,  with  the  sole  exoeptioxi 
of  the  lad  Giffen,  who  was  brought  100 
miles,  and  paid  28.  6(^.,  in  order  to  attend 
a  meeting  in  a  county  and  a  district  he 
did  not  belong  to,  no  one  suffered  in- 
jury.     That  was  the  state  of  thin^ 
under  Lord  Spencer;  but  what  is  the 
state  of   things  now?      A  Protestamt 
Association,  called  The  Protestant  Home 
Bule  Association,  which  has  no  oonneo- 
tion  with  the  National  League,  a  modest, 
hum-drnm  Association,  not  in  any  way 
associated    with    ''conspirators"    like 
ourselves — an  Association  led  by  Mr. 
Shillington,   Mr.   Thomas    Dixon,    and 
other  gentlemen  who  are  Northern  Pres- 
byterians, in  a  quiet,  family  manner, 
amongst  kith  and  kin  and  fellow-Prea- 
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bjterianSy  propose  to  hold  a  meeting  to 
protest  against  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Now,  I  must  say  that  whatever 
ve  have  had  to  say  about  Lord  Spencer, 
we  never  complained  that  he  did  not 
allow  us  to  talk  against  his  policy.  But 
now,  when  a  body  of  men  threaten  to 
hold  counter  demonstrations,  Her  Ma- 
jesty^B  Government  say  that  we  shall 
not  hold  our  meetings,  because  the 
Orange  Party  will  not  keep  the  peace. 
This  is  exactly  the  case  of  the  Salvation 
Army  and  the  Skeleton  Army  riots, 
which  were  the  subject  of  a  decision  in 
the  Courts  of  Law.  The  Skeleton  Army 
laid  that  the  Salvationists  should  not  be* 
aUowed  to  parade  in  one  of  your  English 
towns.  [Interruption,']  I  would  advise 
the  hon.  Member  opposite  to  take  some 
soda  water. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  Order, order!  The 
hoQ.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  not  here 
to  keep  order.     That  is  my  duty. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  quite  recognize 
that  that  is  your  duty,  Mr.  Speaker,  and 
1  regret  that  I  was  betrayed  into  making 
the  remark  I  did  by  the  disorder  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House.    The  Govern- 1 
ment  must,  I  think,  recognize  that  the  [ 
case   with    which   we    are  dealing    is 
governed  by  the  law  as  it  was  laid 
down  in  the  case  of  the  Sittingbourne 
riots,  when  the  Skeleton  Army  endea- 
voured to  break  up  a  meeting  or  pro- 
cession of  the  Salvation  Army.     The 
Skeleton  Army  said  that  they  would  not 
allow  a  procession  of  the  Salvation  Army 
to  take  place.     A  sworn  information 
that  a  breach  of  the  peace  was  likely  to 
take  place  was  then    laid  before  the 
magistrates  by  some  of  the  people  of  the 
town,  and   the  magistrates  proclaimed 
the  meetings  of  both  the  Skeleton  and 
the   Salvation    Armies.      The    Salva- 
tionists, however,  persisted  in  holding 
tiieir  meeting,  in  spite  of  the  proclama- 
t^  of  the  magistrates,  and  the  case 
was  then  taken  to  the  Oourt  of  Queen's 
Bench,  which  decided  that  they  had  a 
right  to  do  so.     That  Court  said,  that  if 
&  man  were  walking  peacefully  down 
Oxford  Street,  and   another  man  said 
that  he  woiild  not  allow  him  to  do  so, 
that  would  not  entitle  the  magistrates, 
or  the  Government,  to  say  that  they 
would   not   allow    either    of   them    to 
walk  down  Oxford  Street.    Now  that  is 
exactly  the  case  of  the  disturbances  in 
Ulster.    The  Protestant  Home  Eulers 
said — "  We  will  hold  meetings,  and  will 


protest  against  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment." Thereupon,  the  Orange 
Party  threaten  a  counter  demonstra- 
tion, and  the  Government  say — **We 
will  not  allow  either  meeting."  Now 
I  contend  that  the  Government  are  not 
entitled  to  take  that  course,  but  that 
they  are  bound  to  give  protection  to 
lawful  meetings.  They  are,  in  point  of 
law,  as  much  bound  to  do  that  as  they 
are  bound  to  protect  a  process-server. 
They  are  bound  to  protect  every  man  in 
the  exercise  of  his  lawful  rights,  whether 
he  is  a  process-server  or  not.  The  Pro- 
testant Home  Bulers  of  Ulster  have  as 
much  right  to  have  their  rights  regarded 
and  protected  in  the  North  of  Lreland  as 
the  landlords  and  these  process-servers 
have  in  the  South  of  Ireland.  If  the 
Government  say  that  they  cannot  allow 
the  Home  Eule  meetings  in  Ulster,  be- 
cause they  will  lead  to  disorder,  then 
they  are  bound  to  put  down  process- 
serving  and  evictions  in  the  South,  be- 
cause those  things  lead  to  disorder. 
But  the  fact  that  they  do  so  does  not 
prevent  evictions  taking  place;  and  then, 
as  to  them,  the  Government  say  that 
they  will  protect  every  man  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  legal  rights ;  and  so  evic- 
tions are  not  only  allowed  to  be  carried 
out,  but  are  protected.  I  think  that  in 
regard  to  this  matter,  the  Government 
might  learn  a  lesson  from  what  has 
just  happened  in  Canada.  In  spite  of 
threatened  turbulence,  the  Member  for 
North-East  Cork  (Mr.  W.  O'Brien)  has 
been  allowed  to  hold  meetings  in 
Canada,  though  the  Governor  General 
was  keenly  opposed  to  him.  A  meeting 
was  evon  allowed  to  be  held  in  TorontD, 
although  there  the  majority  of  the  in- 
habitants were  said  to  be  adverse  to  the 
views  of  the  hon.  Member.  Yet  in  Ire- 
land, where  you  have  35,000  troops, 
and  an  unlimited  force  of  all  kinds,  you 
say  you  will  not  allow  these  meetings. 
\_A  cry  of\'  Divide  !  "  and  *'  Order !  "]  I 
appeal,  Sir,  for  your  protection  against 
these  disorderly  interruptions  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKEE  :  Order,  order !  The 
interruptions  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman are  most  un-Parliamentary.  A 
single  cry  of  **  Order  "  or  '*  Divide  "  is 
not  disorderly.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  himself  gives  rise  to  these 
interruptions. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT:  I  was  not 
aware  that  there  was  only  a  single  cry 
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of  **  Order."  I  thought  there  were 
several  cries  of  **  Divide."  If  I  am  out 
of  Order,  it  is  for  you,  and  not  for  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  to  call  me  to  Order.  I 
say,  and  I  repeat  it,  that  in  Ireland  we 
have  as  much  right  to  hold  these  meet- 
ings— and  every  man  and  every  Party 
have  the  same  right  to  hold  them — as 
the  landlords  have  to  carry  out  their 
evictions.  These  rights  depend  on  the 
common  law  of  the  country,  and  the 
Government  have  no  right  to  prevent 
their  exercise.  Let  me  tell  the  Govern- 
ment what  will  t!ome  to  pass  if  these 
meetings  are  disallowed.  If  one  set  of 
people,  holding  a  particular  political 
opinion,  are  allowed  to  say  that  people 
of  another  political  opinion  shall  not 
hold  their  meetings,  you  will  go  from 
politics  to  religion.  And  what  will 
happen  if  the  people  in  the  South  of 
Ireland  say  to  the  Protestants  in  that 
part  of  the  country — **  We  will  make  a 
protest  against  your  celebrations.  We 
will  get  up  such  a  manifestation  of  force 
as  will  threaten  a  breach  of  the  peace, 
and  we  will  then  appeal  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  put  a  stop  to  both  demonstra- 
tions." Such  a  thing  would  strike  at 
the  root  of  civil  government  in  the 
country.  The  Orangemen  of  Dublin 
now  meet  in  peace  and  order,  and  no 
one  endeavours  to  interfere  with  them. 
Under  existing  circumstances,  you  can 
meet  indoors  or  out-of-doors,  as  you 
please.  An  Orange  meeting  w£ks  called 
only  the  other  day,  and,  although  it  was 
countermanded,  that  was  no  fault  of 
ours ;  if  it  had  been  held  in  public,  it 
would  not  have  been  interfered  with.  I 
call  on  the  Government  to  make  a  dis- 
tinct declaration  of  their  intentions  in 
this  matter.  If  they  intend  to  suppress 
meetings  simply  because  other  people 
get  up  counter  demonstrations,  all 
I  can  say  is  that  these  counter  de- 
monstrations will  then  be  justified  by 
all  people  who  consider  the  first  meet- 
ings obnoxious  to  their  opinions.  The 
Government  is  taking  a  course  abso- 
lutely fatal  to  public  peace  and  public 
liberty,  when  they  say  they  will  protect 
the  landlords  in  the  exercise  of  their 
rights,  but  will  not  protect  other  people 
in  the  exercise  of  their  rights.  We  say 
that  our  civil  rights  are  at  least  equal 
to,  if  they  are  not  paramount,  to  those 
of  the  other  class ;  and  we  call  on  the 
Government  to  say  that  they  will  pro- 
tect the  right  of  public  meeting,  al- 


though  they  might  have,  as  Sir  George 
Trevelyan  said  the  other  day,  that  he 
had  to  get  a  small  army  on  one  occa- 
sion of  1,000  men  to  do  it.  Otherwise 
you  will  justify  the  assertion  that  your 
Government  is  a  Government  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  Orange  organization ;  and 
if  the  Orange  organization  is  allowed  to 
say  that  they  will  put  down  all  meet- 
ings obnoxious  to  them,  or  will  prevent 
them  being  held,  then  it  is  dear  that 
that  organization  will  become  the  defaeto 
Government  of  the  country. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IEE. 
LAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub)  (Man- 
Chester,  E.) :  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  has  praised  Lord  Spencer  for 
the  course  he  took  in  regard  to  public 
meetings ;  but  Lord  Spencer  never  coun- 
tenanced the  doctrine  that  he  has  laid 
down  to-night.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  has  laid  down  the  doctrine  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  allow 
any  meeting  or  any  number  of  meeting^, 
notwithstanding 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  No  ;  I  said  that 
the  Government  are  bound  to  allow  the 
original  meeting  to  be  held. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  He  may  have 
drawn  that  conclusion  ;  but  the  propos- 
tion  from  which  he  drew  it  was  very 
much  wider,  because  he  said  that  it  wc^ 
at  Common  Law  the  right  of  everyone 
to  hold  a  meeting  when  and  where  he 
wished.    Then,  in  that  case,  it  is  the 
right  of  the  Orangemen  to  hold  their 
meeting  at  the  same  time  and  place  as 
the  Home  Rule  meeting.    I  contest  the 
whole   proposition;    but  at  present   I 
only  wish  to  point  out  that,  if  the  pro- 
position be  true,  neither  Lord  Spencer's 
theory  nor  his  practice  bore  it  out.   The 
hon.  and  lecurned  Gentleman  has  said, 
that  whatever  he  and  his  Friends  had 
to  complain  of  Lord  Spencer,  they  never 
complained    that    he    interfered    with, 
liberty  of  speech.  But  Lord  Spencer  pro* 
claimed  no  fewer  than  nine  r^ationalist 
demonstrations   on    the     gpround    that 
Orange  demonstrations  were  about  to  be 
held  at  the  same  place  and  at  the  saoie 
time.     Then  the  hon.  and  Member  al« 
luded  to  the  meeting  which   was  not 
suppressed  by  Lord   Spencer  at  Dan- 
gannon.  He  said  that  the  circumstances 
were  the  same  as  they  are  to-day ;  and 
therefore  we  should  not  have  proclaimed 
the  meeting  to-day.    I  do  not  recollect 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  meeting^  ctt 
Dungannon  in  1884 ;   but  the  circcuxi^ 
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stances  of  the  meeting  to-day,  as  re- 
ported to  me,  were  certainly  not  pre- 
cisely similar.  For  I  understand  that 
the  day  fixed  for  the  meeting  was  also 
a  Boman  Catholic  holiday,  a  market 
day,  and  a  hiring  day — all  circumstances 
which  would  naturally  create  a  situation 
unfaTourable  to  keeping  of  the  peace. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  said 
that  there  was  a  Oommon  Law  right  to 
hold  meetings,  and  he  asked  me  to  give 
a  pledge  that  the  Government  would 
protect  the  exercise  of  that  right.  It  is, 
howeTer,  impossible  for  me,  by  any 
pledge  given  in  this  House,  to  place 
any  'restriction  on  the  Government 
beyond  that  which  Lord  Spencer  was 
willing  to  place  on  himself.  As  to  that, 
I  will  read  a  short  sentence  from  a  letter 
which  Lord  Spencer  caused  to  be  written 
in  1884.    In  that  letter  it  was  said — 

"His  Excellencpr  cannot  allow  any  inter- 
lerance  with  the  discretion  he  reserves  to  him- 
self, of  deciding  whether  a  meeting  shall,  or 
aball  not,  be  aUowed  to  take  place.'" 

I  repeat  this  declaration  of  Lord  Spencer 
on  the  part  of  the  Government.     But  I 
will,  at  the  same  time,  say  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  not  allow — it  is  not  their 
intention  to  allow — bogus  meetings  to 
be  called  for  the  sole  purpose  of  inter- 
fering with  meetings  that  are  otherwise 
legaL  I  will  only  further  remind  the 
House  that  neither  this  Government, 
nor  any  Government,  ever  proposed  to 
interfere  with  indoor  meetings  on  behalf 
of  any  opinions.    It  is  free  to  everyone 
to  hold  meetings  anywhere  and  every- 
where under  cover.    But  there  are  cir- 
cuoistanceSy  and   there  are  times  and 
occasions,  when  a  meeting  held  in  the 
open  air   is  a  direct  provocation  to  a 
raeach  of  the  peace.    The  local  magis- 
trates are  bound,  under  the  Oommon 
Law  to  prevent  that,  and  the  Government 
will  certainly  back  them  up. 

Mr.  chance  (KUkenny,  8.) :  May 
I  call  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  to  the  fact  that  at  the 
time  Lord  Spencer  proclaimed  the  Na- 
tionalist meetings  to  which  he  has  re- 
ferred, he  had  a  Statute  which  gave  him 
power  to  limit  the  Common  Law  right  of 
n^eeting.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  said  that  the  magistrates  have  a 
right  to  prevent  these  meetings ;  but  he 
did  not  tell  the  House  under  what  con- 
ditions that  discretion  can  be'ezercised. 
I  say  that  the  right  to  disperse  a  meet- 
isg  only  arises  when  there  has  been 
iUegaU^  or  an  actual  breach  of  the 


peace.  It  has  been  laid  down  in  the 
most  distinct  manner  by  the  Courts  of 
this  country,  that  there  is  no  right  to 
prevent  a  meeting  on  the  score  of  ap- 
prehension. If  there  is  illegality — if 
the  notice  convening  the  meeting  de- 
clares it  to  be  for  advocating  something 
illegal — there  may  be  a  right  to  pro- 
hibit that  meeting.  But  if  the  meeting 
is  called  for  a  prim  A  faeis  legal  object, 
I  say  there  is  no  discretion  on  the  part 
of  the  magistrates  to  disperse  this  meet- 
ing unless  there  is  actual  illegality  com- 
mitted, or  there  is  a  breach  of  the  peace. 
I  regret  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  called  to  his  assistance  the  Common 
Law  of  England  which  he  has — I  am 
sure  unconsciously — stated  in  the  most 
imperfect  manner. 

The  LOED  MAYOR  of  DUBLIN 
(Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan)  (Dublin,  College 
Green) :  Lord  Spencer,  I  may  remind 
the  House,  took  different  courses  when 
meetings  were  called  in  the  North  of 
Ireland.  At  first  he  proclaimed  Na- 
tionalist demonstrations  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  illegal,  and  led  to  a 
breach  of  the  peace.  Subsequently,  ho 
took  the  course  of  protecting  both  Na- 
tionalist and  Orange  demonstrations. 
In  order  to  do  that,  he  found  it  ne- 
cessary on  some  occasions  to  send  a 
small  army  to  the  scene  of  operations. 
On  one  occasion  on  which  I  was  present, 
an  Orangeman  named  Giffen  was  resist- 
ing the  efforts  of  the  military  to  pre- 
serve the  peace,  and  while  doing  so,  he 
received  the  wound  from  the  effects  of 
which  he  afterwards  died.  Neverthe- 
less his  death  was  stigmatized  more  than 
once  by  the  Parliamentary  Under  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  as  an  act  of  foul 
and  deliberate  murder  by  Her  Majesty's 
troops.  Again  and  again,  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  has  stigma- 
tized that  act  in  those  terms.  Subse- 
quently, Lord  Spencer  came  to  a  wiser 
determination,  and  adopted  a  much 
better  course.  That  was  to  declare,  that 
whichever  meeting  was  called  first  in 
any  locality,  he  would  allow  that  meet- 
ing to  be  held,  and  would  not  allow  a 
counter  demonstration  at  the  same 
place  on  the  same  day.  I  have  not  the 
date  of  that  letter  or  proclamation  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant ;  but  I  think  it  will  be 
in  the  recollection  of  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  that  Lord 
Spencer  did  take  that  course,  which  was 
a  wise  and  a  proper  course,  and  led  to  the . 
preservation  of  peace  and  order  in  the 
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North  of  Ireland.    That  is  the  course 
the  Government  should  take ;  for  if  they 
carrj  out  the  plan  of  suppressing  meet- 
ings   because    counter    demonstrations 
are  threatftned,  they  will  throw  into  the 
hands  of  the  Orange  Society  in  the  North 
of  Ireland  the   power  of    suppressing 
the  right  of  public  meeting  in  that  part 
of   the    country.     If   the    Government 
adhere  to  their  present  policy,  then  if  a 
Nationalist  demonstration  were  called, 
the  Orangemen  would  only  have  to  send 
out  a  placard  calling  a  meeting  at  the 
same  place,  on  the  same  day,  and  then 
the  Government  would  come  to  their  aid, 
and  would  prohibit  the  original  meeting. 
I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  undeniable  fact,  that  the  ultimate 
course  adopted  by  Lord  Spencer  was  to 
say  that  whatever  meeting — Nationalist, 
Orange,  or  Home  Bule — was  first  called 
for  a  particular  day  and  place,  he  would 
allow  it  to  be  held,  would  protect  it,  and 
would  not  allow  a  counter  demonstration 
at  the  same  time  and  place.    That  is  the 
course  the  Government  should  adopt, 
instead  of  playing  into  the  hands  of  the 
Orange  Party,  by  suppressing  a  meeting 
in  any  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Dominions 
on  the  mere  issue  of  an  Orange  placard. 
Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :    I  think  that 
this  discussion  may  now  terminate.     It 
has  now  lasted  nearly  three  quarters  of 
an  hour,  and  it  is  now  nearly  2  o'clock. 
Hon.  Members  opposite  have  had  an  op- 
portunity of  making  their  statement,  to 
which  a  full  answer  has  been  given.     I 
therefore   now  claim  to  move,  **  That 
the  Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put  accordingly. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Question  be  now  put."  — 
{Mr.  TT.  E.  Smith.) 

The  House  divided: — ^Ayes  246  ;  Noes 
95:  Majority  151.— (Div.  List,  No. 
16^.) 

Question  put,  **  That  this  House  doth 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  said 
resolution." 

The  House  divided  .-—Ayes  245  ;  Noes 
79:  Majority  166.— (Div.  List,  No. 
165.) 

EAST  INDIA  STOCK  CONVERSION  BHiL. 

{Sir  John  Gor$t,  Mr.  Jackton.) 

[bill  267.]      CONSIDERATIOlf. 

Order  for  Consideration,  as  amended, 
read. 

21r.  T,  D.  Suiliran 
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Mk.  change  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  move,  Sir,  that,  considering  the  cir* 
cumstances  of  this  measure,  the  Bill 
should  be  re-committed.  I  observe  that 
there  are  on  the  Notice  Paper  five  very 
substantial  Amendments,  and  it  would 
seem,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  that 
a  great  many  of  them  are  of  very  con- 
siderable length.  Many  of  the  Amend- 
ments also  are  new,  and  will  require 
careful  consideration.  I  do  think  that 
it  must  appear  to  the  Gk)  vera  men  t  a  very 
fair  thing,  after  the  considerable  rapidity 
with  which  the  measure  has  been  ad- 
vanced, to  re-commit  the  Bill,  and  amend 
it  to-night,  and  report  it  as  amended 
to-morrow  night. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
«'  That  the  Bill  be  re-committed."— (i/r. 
Chance.) 

The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  FOK  INDIA  (Sir  John  Qorst) 
(Chatham):  I  hope  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  Chance)  will  not  deny  that  the 
Amendments  are  of  such  a  character  as 
that  they  may  be  readily  dealt  with.  I 
do  not  think  that  there  will  be  any  great 
advantage  derived  from  re-committing 
the  Bill,  and  I  would  appeal  to  the  hon. 
Member  that,  in  the  face  of  the  circum- 
stances, it  would  be  but  a  quite  reason- 
able thing  to  allow  the  Bill  to  proceed. 

Mr.  CHANCE:  I  find.  Sir,  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  make  other  Amend- 
ments, and  I  really  believe  that  it  would 
not  only  be  easier,  but  tending  to  greater 
rapidity  in  advancing  the  BiU  should  it 
be  re-committed. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  think,  Sir,  that  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  will  re- 
member  that  he  got  us  to  compromise  at 
4  o'clock  in  the  moraing,  and  I  believe 
he  should  now  recognize  that  we  have 
some  claim  on  him,  after  he  has  got  his 
clause.  I  would  appeal  to  him  that  he 
should  see  his  way  to  grant  our  most 
necessary  and  most  modest  request. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  re-committed;  considered  in  Com* 
mittee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  (Short  title)  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  (Power  of  trustees,  Ac, 
relation  to  exchange  of  stock). 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  lin 
28,  to  leave  out  from  **  the  consent  < 
such  person"  to  "Court  of  Session"  i 
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page  2,  line  4,  and  insert  '^suoli  oon- 
Bent." 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Mb.  chance  (Kilkenny,  8.) :  I  am 
afraid,  Sir,  that  if  this  alteration  be 
made,  that  the  clause  will  not  read.  I 
commend  the  fact  to  the  attention  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

On  the  Motion  of  Sir  John  Qorst,  the 
following  Amendments  made  : — 

In  page  2,  line  8,  after  <*  interested  in  the 
Stock  or,"  insert  "  when  any  such  person  is  an 
infant  or  a  person  of  unsound  mind  the  consent 
of  his  guardian  or  guardians  or  of  the  com- 
mittee of  his  estate  or  curator  bonis  (as  the  case 
ouy  be)  or  the  consent ; "  in  line  11,  after  *'  in 
porsnance  of  this  section,"  insert  "  and  when 
the  holder  in  a  joint  account  is  an  infant,  or  a 
person  of  nnsound  mind,  or  is  under  any  other 
oiaability,  or  is  beyond  the  seas,  the  other 
lK)lden  or  holder  may,  with  the  consent  of  a 
Judge  of  the  Hij^h  Ck>urt  of  Justice  in  England 
and  Ireland,  or  in  Scotland  of  a  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Session,  exchange  in  pursuance  of  this 
aedion  such,  Stock  or  anv  part  thereof  for  India 
Three  and  a-half  Per  Cent  Stock." 

"  And  when  the  holder  is  an  infant  or  person 
of  nnsound  mind  his  guardian  or  guardians,  or 
Uie  committee  of  his  estate,  or  the  curator  bonis 
(as  the  case  may  be),  may  exchange  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  section  such  Stock  or  any  part 
thereof  for  India  Three  and  a-half  Per  Cent 
Stock." 

CZause,  as  amended,  agreed  to, 

Bemaining  Glauses  agreed  to. 

Nisw  Clause — 

(Power  to  exchange  stock  up  to  £1,000  value 
standing  in  name  of  infant  or  of  person  of 
nnsound  mind.) 

"  Where  the  holder  of  Stock  of  less  than  one 
i^oataod  pounds  nominal  value  is  an  infant  or 
A  person  of  unsound  mind,  and  no  steps  are 
taken  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  October 
one  tfaooaand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
f«  the  exchange  of  such  Stock  for  India  Three 
jod  a*hftlf  Per  Cent  Stock,  such  exchange  shall 
ht  made  notwithstanding  that  no  consent  may 
have  been  given  by  the  guardian  or  guardians, 
^^utoe  or  trustees  of  such  infant,  or  by  the 
^Ofamittee  of  the  estate  or  custos  bonis  (as  the 
ose  may  be)  of  such  person  of  unsound  mind," 
-{Mr.  KOfy,) 

"bought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  znade,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

8nt  JOHN  GOEST :  What  I  have  to 
iij  to  thia  clause  is,  that  though  the 
Ooferament  would  not  hare  presumed 
to  move  such  a  clause,  yet,  if  it  is  the 
g^eral  sense  of  the  Committee  that  it 


should  be  inserted,  the  Oovemment 
will  raise  no  objection  to  it.  No  doubt, 
at  the  present  time,  8}  per  cent  Stock 
and  4  per  cent  Stock  are  practically  of 
equal  value ;  and  by  this  clause,  if  the 
House  should  think  fit  to  add  it  to  the 
Bill,  these  persons  will  have  the  ex- 
change effected  without  any  expense  or 
trouble  on  their  part,  or  on  the  part  of 
those  who  represent  them.  Although 
the  Government  did  not  thick  it  right 
for  them  to  move  the  clause,  neither  do 
they  feel  called  upon  to. oppose  it. 

Mb.  chance  :  A  necessity  arises  for 
the  clause,  because  under  the  Bill  as  it 
stands  the  holder  of  Stock  in  whose 
name  the  Stock  stands,  as  representative 
of  an  infant  or  a  person  of  unsound 
mind,  is  bound  to  make  application  to  a 
Judge  of  the  High  Court,  for  an  order 
that  shall  entitle  the  Bank  to  change 
the  4  per  cent  Stock  into  3 J-  per  cent 
Stock.  This  will  be  an  expensive  affair 
for  a  small  income.  If  such  application 
is  not  made,  then,  according  to  the  Bill 
as  its  stands,  the  Stock  will  be  paid  off 
on  October  10,  1888,  and  the  guardians 
or  trustees  will  have  to  make  application 
for  a  re-investment  of  the  capital.  No- 
thing could  be  done  previously,  and  the 
unfortunate  holders  of  the  Stock,  who 
have  not  power  to  vary  their  investment, 
would  lose  probably  a  year's  dividend 
and  perhaps  more.  Now  this  clause 
says  that,  unless  anybody  takes  an  ob- 
jection, without  any  expense,  the  4  per 
cent  Stock  shall  be  converted  into  3}  per 
cent.  It  does  not  compel  a  guardian  to 
take  the  new  Stock  because  he  can  take 
measures,  if  he  chooses,  to  invest  the 
capital  in  another  way,  but  it  gives  him 
the  option  of  getting  the  benefit  of  the 
conversion  without  going  to  any  expense 
whatever.  The  clause  is  limited  to 
holders  of  less  than  £1,000  Stock,  to 
save  the  smaller  incomes  of  £30  or  £40 
a- year  from  the  expense  of  transfer. 
Larger  incomes  may  be  left  to  bear  the 
expense;  it  is  in  the  interest  of  poor 
people  with  incomes  of  £30  or  £40 
a-year  this  clause  is  proposed,  and  who 
without  it  would  lose  certainly  half-a- 
year's  dividend  on  the  expenses  of  an 
application  to  the  Court.  The  clause,  I 
think,  is  wholly  unobjectionable  in  prin- 
ciple. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  (Preston) :  Et  will 
be  generally  allowed,  I  think,  that 
it  is  not  possible  for  trustees  to  obtain 
any  safe  investment  producing  more 
than  Sji  per  cent  at  the  present  time. 
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and  that  being  so,  it  appearsto  me  a 
very  reasonable  clause  to  insert. 

Mb.  MAXnUOE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
wish  to  know  if  the  Morer  of  the  clause 
draws  a  distinction  between  ^'custos 
bonis  "  and  **  curator  bonis  ?  " 

Mb.  KELLY :  It  should  be  printed 
"curator  bonis." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  agreed  to,  and  added  to  the  Bill. 

FreamhU, 
Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  1,  line  13,  omit  the  words  "as  and 
for,"  in  order  to  insert  the  words  "  treated  as 
interest  so  as  to  make  np  a  sum  equal  to." — 
(-Sir  John  Oortt.) 

Question,  '*That  the  words  'as  and 
for'  stand  part  of  the  Preamble,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Question,  **  That  the  words  *  treated 
as  interest  so  as  to  make  up  a  sum  equal 
to,'  be  there  inserted,  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Preamble,  as  amended,  agreed  to 
Bill  reported, 

Mb.  chance*:  I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther, by  general  consent,  the  considera- 
tion of  this  Bill  can  be  taken  now  ? 

Mb.  speaker  :  It  cannot  be  taken 
now  ;  it  must  be  taken  on  another  day. 
It  is  a  Money  Bill. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to'Jbe]' eontidered 
To-morrow. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  ACTS  (IRE- 
LAND) AMENDMENT  (No.  2)   BILL. 

{Sir  Jamet  Corry,  Mr,  Ewart,  Mr,  Johmton.) 
[bill  176.]     OOin^TTEE. 

\^Progre8i  \2th  May,'] 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1  (Short  title). 

Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  This  is 
a  Bill  of  considerable  importance,  and 
a  large  number  of  important  Amend- 
ments have  been  given  Notice  of,  some 
of  them,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  likely 
to  give  rise  to  considerable  debate. 
Such  a  debate  could  not  be  satisfac- 
torily taken  at  this  late  hour,  and  no 
report  of  the  proceedings  can  reach  my 
constituents  and  others  in  Ireland  very 
much  interested.  I  beg,  therefore,  to 
move,  Sir,  that  you  do  report  Pro- 
gress. 

Mr.  Tomlinson 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Mr. 
Sexton.) 

Sm  JAMES  CORRT  (Armagh,  Mid): 
My  reason  for  pressing  forward  the  Bill 
now  is  to  fulfil  a  pledge  given  in  the 
House  in  connection  with  another  mea- 
sure. We  pledged  ourselves  to  bring 
forward  this  measure  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible, and  therefore  I  am  anxious  to 
proceed  with  it  at  once. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  hope  the  Committee  will  ag^e  to  the 
Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Sexton). 
There  is  one  condition  upon  which  we 
might  go  on  now,  and  that  is  that  the 
hon.  Baronet  shall  not  persist  in  his 
Amendment  to  exclude  the  rest  of  Ire- 
land from  the  provisions  of  the  Bill, 
applying  them  only  to  Belfast.    If  he 
can  see  his  way  not  to  press  that,  then 
I  think  we  can  concur,  and  the  Bill  can 
go  through  as  a  matter  of  course.     We 
are  now  without  the  presence  of  any  re- 
sponsible Member  of  the  Qovernmentt 
and  that  is   a    somewhat   astonishing^ 
thing.      Beplying   to   a  Question  the 
other  night,  the  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  said  that,  when 
the  Bill  came  on,  we  should  have  a  state- 
ment of  the  policy  of  the  Government 
thereon,  and  when  I  recalled  this  to  the 
attention  of  the  Patronage  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  and  asked  him  what  the 
Government  would  do,  he  unfortunately 
was  not  able  to  inform  me.    Had  we 
persisted,  we  should  have  beaten  the 
Government    on    the    Motion    of    the 
Attorney  General.    I    understand   the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Belfast  (Mr. 
Johnston)  is  opposed  to    the    Motioxx 
of    the    hon.    Baronet    the    Member 
for  Mid  Armagh,   and   that  the   hon. 
Member   for    East   Belfast    (Mr.     I>e 
Cobain),  and  other  distinguished  Mem- 
bers on  the  other  side,  are  opposed   %o 
the  exclusion  of  all    Ireland  from  the 
Bill.    It  is  really  an  all  Ireland  Bill, 
and  I  am  sure  my  hon.  Friend   (M^r« 
Sexton)  would  not    press  his    presoixt 
Motion  if  we  could  pass  the  Bill  with  nU 
Ireland  included  in  it.    The  munici^^ 
franchise  which  this  Bill  would  extexi^}. 
to  Ireland  exists  in  England  and  Scot-- 
land,  and  has  done  so  for  15  or  20 
The  Committee  will    not  sanction 


exceptional  treatment  of  one  Max^^_ 
paHty  in  the  face  of  so  many  profeaaio 
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to  treat  all  Ireland  upon  equal  terms 
with  En^and.  The  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Birmingham  (Mr.  Oham- 
berland)  is  not  going  to  exclude  all 
Ireland  from  the  provisions  of  a  law 
that  exists  in  England  and  Scotland, 
confining  them  strictly  to  Belfast.  Abso- 
lutely, at  the  present  moment,  if  there 
should  be  a  necessity  for  a  municipal 
election  in  Limerick,  there  is  one  of  the 
wards  of  that  borough  without  sufficient 
electors  to  have  a  contest.  It  would 
take  20  electors  to  have  a  contest ;  you 
must  have  10  to  fill  up  the  nomination 
papers  for  A,  and  10  more  to  fill  up  the 
nominations  for  B ;  and  in  one  ward  of 
Limerick  there  are  only  18  electors ! 
Under  such  circumstances,  is  it  not 
absolutely  absurd  to  restrict  this  Bill  to 
Belfast?  I  think  it  is  too  absurd  for 
anybody  to  consent  to  it.  Will  the 
SoUoitor  General  for  England  (Sir 
Edward  Clarke)  vote  for  a  Motion  re- 
strict this  Bill  to  Belfast  ?  If  the 
Government  are  reasonable,  I  am  sure 
my  hon.  Friend  will  withdraw  this  Mo- 
tion. Give  us  the  benefit  of  this  exten- 
sion of  the  law  to  the  whole  of  Ireland, 
and  jou  will  find  it  will  tend  to  facili- 
tate the  progress  of  Business.  Will  you 
refuse  us  that  franchise  that  England 
has  enjoyed  for  20  years?  When  the 
Bill  passed  the  second  reading,  it  was 
applied  to  the  whole  of  Ireland;  it 
passed  into  Committee  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  (Government  would 
make  a  statement  upon  it ;  and  now  we 
have  the  Bill  with  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Mid 
Armac^h  (Sir  James  Corry)  confining  it 
to  BeUast.  If  you  pass  a  Coercion  Bill 
for  us,  at  all  events  give  us  the  benefit 
of  your  English  Law  for  the  whole  of 
Ireland. 

Ma.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.):  I 
hope  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast 
(lb.  Sexton)  will  withdraw  his  opposi- 
tion, and  aUow  this  Bill  to  go  on.  As 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  North 
Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  said,  I 
am  entirelj  at  one  with  and  will  vote 
with  those  who  resist  the  distinction 
being  made  between  Belfast  and  the 
rest  of  Ireland ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
I  trust  that,  whatever  may  be  the  result 
of  a  Division  on  the  question,  hon. 
Members  will  not  deprive  even  one  por- 
tion of  Ireland  of  what  unquestionably 
ia  the  right  of  all  Municipal  Boroughs 
io  Ireland — that  is,  to  be  placed  on  the 


same  footing  with  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions in  England.  I  hope  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  will  not  per- 
sist with  his  Motion ;  and  if  there  is  a 
Division  on  the  question,  I  shall  cer- 
tainly vote  for  the  extension  of  the  Bill 
to  all  Ireland. 

Mb.  CHANCE  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  I  only 
wish  to  say  that,  whether  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Mid  Armagh  (Sir  James  Corry) 
passes  or  does  not  pass,  it  will  make 
no  substantial  difference  in  the  borough 
representation,  except  that  it  will  allow 
a  greater  number  of  people  to  vote. 
The  Orange  population  of  the  North 
will,  for  the  first  time,  give  a  vote  in 
the  return  of  an  Orange  representative, 
and  equally  the  Nationalist  Party  else- 
where will  return  their  representatives 
by  greater  numbers. 

Mr.  EWART  (Belfast.  N.):  May  I 
be  allowed  to  reciEdl  the  exact  position 
in  which  the  promoters  stand  in  regard 
to  this  Bill  ?  At  your  suggestion,  Mr. 
Courtney,  the  Belfast  Main  Drainage 
Bill  was  postponed  to  May  20,  that  is 
to  say,  our  next  Sitting.  You  made  the 
suggestion  that  in  the  interval  steps 
should  be  taken  to  push  forward  the 
Bill  for  the  extension  of  the  Municipal 
Franchise  of  Belfast,  and  my  hon.  Friend 
has  done  his  best  to  carry  out  this  com- 
promise— ^this  arrangement.  This  Bill 
was  put  down  for  to-night,  to  meet  the 
convenience  of  hon.  Members  opposite  ; 
and  now  we  are  met  with  the  request 
that  it  shall  be  a  Bill  for  the  whole  of 
Ireland.  [ Cries  of ''It  is  in  the  Bill ! "] 
While  I  sympathize  with  the  desire  for 
this  extension,  it  must  be  obvious  that  it 
is  too  large  a  subject  to  be  taken  up 
now ;  and  under  present  circumstances, 
I  hope  hon.  Members  will  assist  us  to 
get  the  measure  through,  and  also  the 
Main  Drainage  Bill  that  comes  on  to- 
morrow, for  I  must  say  we  are  doing 
our  best  to  carry  out  the  arrangement 
flrnvfid  at 

Sib  JAMES  CORRY  (Armagh,  Mid) : 
I  just  wish  to  say  that  it  is  utterly  im- 
possible to  pass  this  measure  through 
for  the  whole  of  Ireland.  {^Cries  of 
*vWhy  ?  "]  The  hon.  Member  himself 
(Mr.  Sexton),  in  making  the  addition  to 
the  Belfast  Main  Drainage  Bill,  only 
made  the  extension  to  Belfast,  and  I 
have  brought  in  the  Bill  now  as  the 
result  of  the  compromise  and  under- 
taking I  gave. 
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Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  The  hon.  Ba- 
ronet is  entirely  mistaken.  The  majo- 
rity of  the  Committee  is  not  on  his  side ; 
it  rests  here.  It  rests  with  the  Liberal 
Unionists ;  but  neither  the  noble  Mar- 
quess the  Member  for  Bossendale  (the 
Marquess  of  Hartington),  nor  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
(Mr.  Chamberlain),  could  vote  for  a 
Bill  to  restrict  to  Belfast  the  application 
of  a  law  that  extends  to  the  whole  of 
England,  and  that  we  say  ought  to  be 
applied  to  the  whole  of  Ireland.  I  chal- 
lenge the  noble  Marquess  who  holds 
the  balance  of  power  in  this  House 
to  vote  for  the  application  to  Bel- 
fast alone,  against  the  rest  of  Ireland, 
of  a  principle  that  has  been  the 
Law  of  England  for  20  years.  He 
would  not  do  it ;  the  most  advanced  or 
the  most  retrograde  Unionist  would  not 
do  it.  I  have  several  times  tried  to 
corkscrew  the  Oovemment  as  to  their 
intentions;  but  I  have  failed  to  get  a 
reply.  I  have  asked  at  Question  time, 
and  I  was  told  I  should  get  an  answer 
when  the  Bill  came  on  ;  but  when  the 
Bill  comes  on,  the  Government  run  away, 
and  so  this  thing  goes  on.  Will  English 
Members  support  this  exclusion  of  all 
Ireland  ?  So  far  as  the  South  of  Ireland 
is  concerned,  it  is  wholly  Nationalist. 
How  will  it  matter  then,  except  that  you 
g^ve  a  number  of  people  votes  who  have 
not  got  them  now  ?  When  Sir  Charles 
Dilke  was  a  Member  of  this  House,  he 
visited  Ireland,  and  his  Eeport  has  shown 
that  absolutely  in  the  City  of  Water- 
ford 

Thb  CHAIEMAN:  I  must  remind 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  that  the 
Motion  is  to  report  Progress. 

Mr.  EINCH-HATTON  (Lincolnshire. 
Spalding) :  The  Bill  is  one  to  amend  the 
Municipal  Corporations  (Ireland)  Act, 
and  it  is  now  proposed  to  confine  its 
operation  to  Belfast.  Why  is  it  neces- 
sary to  do  that  ?  I  should  like  to  know 
the  reason  ?  

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Still  no  response 
from  the  Government  Bench.  Here  we 
have  10  Gentlemen  representing  the 
Government,  and  they  have  not  all  lost 
the  gift  of  speech.  It  is  a  most  un- 
reasonable silence.  We  do  not  expect  a 
voice  to  be  raised  in  application  of 
Scotch  Law  to  the  question.  I  will  ask 
the  Solicitor  General  for  England,  or  the 
Attorney  General  for  En^and,  or  the 
Patronage  Secretary,   or  the  Financial 


Secretary,  or  any  other  Gentleman,  to 
rise  and  say  what  the  Government  are 
going  to  do  ?  It  is  most  unreasonable 
Siat  we  should  go  to  a  Division  without 
this.  I  scarcely  know  how  to  vote  my- 
self. Here  is  a  Motion  to  report  Pro- 
gress, and  though  I  support  it,  I  would 
rather  see  the  Bill  go  through  in  its 
entirety.  Do  the  Government  support 
or  oppose  it?  Let  us  have  a  little 
"light  and  leading." 

Sir  JAMES  COEEY :  I  can  only  say 
that  if  there  is  an  attempt  to  push  it 
through  as  it  stands  the  Bill  will  be 
dropped.     [Cries  of  * '  Why  ?  "  J 

Colonel  NOLAN :  The  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  James  Corry)  forgets  that  after  the 
second  reading,  a  Bill  becomes  the  pro- 
perty of  the  House.  But  really  this 
conduct  of  the  Government  is  most  ex- 
traordinary. I  remember  once  Mr. 
Disraeli  commented  upon  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
(Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  sitting  in  solemn 
silence,  but  it  was  positive  loquacity 
compared  to  the  behaviour  of  the  Go- 
vernment Bench  now,  for  in  that  in- 
stance only  one  man  remained  silent, 
but  here— my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Member  for  North  Longford  has 
carefully  counted  them — and  there  is 
that  silence  multiplied  by  10.  Surely 
we  may  have  an  opinion  expressed  whe- 
ther they  mean  to  support,  oppose,  or 
remain  neutral  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.):   I 
am  not  authorized  to  speak  on  behadf  of 
the  Government,  nor  am  I  able  to  speak 
as  to  the  intention  of  the  Government ; 
but  it  does  appear  to  me — and  in  this  X 
am  expressing  my  individual  opinion—— 
that,  under  the  circumstances  in  whicb 
we  find  ourselves,  my  hon.  Friend  (Sir 
James  Corry)  would  do  well  to  accept 
the  Motion  that  Progress  should  be  re- 
ported.   It  is  not  a  Gt)vernment  mea- 
sure ;  and  there  is  no  one  here  entitled 
to  speak  of  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment.   I  do  not  know  what  course  tke 
hon.  Baronet  intends  to  take,  but  I  hope 
he  will  accept  the  Motion. 

Mr.  macartney  (Antrim,  8,)  : 
After  what  has  fallen  from  several  hon. 
Members  on  this  side,  I  would  appeal 
to  the  hon.  Member  opposite  (Mir. 
Sexton)  to  withdraw  his  Motion.  JPor 
myself  I  desire  to  see  every  municipal 
borough  in  Ireland  included  in  the  Bill. 
I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  restrict  it  to 
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any  particular  class.  It  does  not  appear, 
howoTer,  there  is  any  hope  of  getting 
the  Bill  through  in  its  entirety ;  and  I 
would  appeal  to  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
desire  this  extension  to  acquiesce  in  this 
limitation,  and  I  am  sure  they  will  be 
well  supported  when  they  propose  to 
extend  it  to  all  other  Corporations  in 
Ireland. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  extension 
is  in  the  Bill  now. 

Mb.  macartney  :  I  quite  under- 
stand  that ;  but  the  Motion  for  Progress 
stands  in  the  way. 

Mb.  DE  COBAIN  :  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  principle  of  the  Bill  as  it 
stands ;  but  we  have  Notice  of  a  great 
number  of  Amendments,  important  in 
character,  and  requiring  that  careful 
consideration  which,  at  this  late  hour,  I 
do  not  think  they  can  receive.  I  think, 
under  the  circumstances,  it  would  be  well 
to  report  Progress. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow. 

House  adjourned  at  Three  o'dook. 


HOUSE     OF    LOEDS, 
Fridat/,  20th  May,  1887. 


MUNUTKS.]— Sat  First  m  Parliament— The 
Lord  Meredyth,  after  the  death  of  his  father. 

PiTBLio  Bills — ^Second  Beading — Accumulations 
(81),  diseharffed ;  Lunacy  Districts  (Scot- 
land) (82) ;  Pluralities  Act  Amendment  Act 
(1885)  Amendment  (96) ;  Colonial  Service 
(Pensions)  (98). 

CSMRMt/^e^—JS^porf— Crofters  Holdings  (Scot* 
land)  (90);  County  Courts  Consolidation* 
(78). 

Repi»ri — Irish  Land  Law  •  (106). 

Third  Beading — Police  Force  Enfranchisement* 
(77). 

pBonsioNAL  Order  Bills — Committee — Report 
—  Ijoctd  Ooyemment  (Highways)*  (87); 
Local  Government  (Poor  Law)  *  (88) ;  Local 
Goremment  (Poor  Law)  (No.  2)  •  (89). 

BaYPT— DTTRATION  OP  THE  ENGLISH 
OOOUPATION-MISSION  OP  SIR  H. 
DRXJJOfOND  WOLFF. 

POSTPONEMENT  OF  QUESTION, 

Tot  PRIME  MINISTER  and  8E- 
CEETART  OP  STATE  pob  FOREiaN 
APFATRfl  (The  Maroaeas  of  Salisbuby): 
I  wi^h  to  aak  my  noole  Eriend  behind 


me  (the  Earl  of  CarDarvon),  who  has  the 
following  Notice  on  the  Paper: — 

"  To  aak  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  he  is  in  a  position  to  give  any 
explanation  relative  to  Sir  H.  D.  Wolff's  nego- 
tiations in  regard  to  the  English  occupation  of 
Egypt.'* 

to  postpone  it,  as  I  am  not  able  to  give 
him  any  information  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. 

The  Eael  of  CARNARVON:  As 
my  noble  Friend  desires  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  Question,  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  do  as  he  wishes.  I  find  that  the 
Notice  Paper  on  Monday  is  so  crowded, 
that  it  would  be  hardly  possible  to  find 
room  for  the  Question;  and  therefore 
it  will  be  most  convenient  to  postpone  it 
till  Friday,  the  10th  of  June,  when  I 
shall  move  for  the  Papers  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

CENTRAL  ASIA  (AFGHANISTAN)— THE 

ANGLO-RUSSIAN  DELIMITATION 

COMMISSION. 

QXTESTION. 

The  Eabl  op  HARROWBY  asked, 
Whether  it  is  a  fact  that,  in  the  negotia- 
tions with  Russia  as  to  the  delimitation 
of  Afghanistan,  as  has  been  recently 
stated  in  the  newspapers,  England  and 
Russia  have  been  unable  to  come  to  an 
agreement,  or  that  negotiations  have 
been  broken  off  and  the  British  Commis- 
sioners ordered  to  return  to  England  P 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  SE- 
ORETARY  OF  STATE  for  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury): 
It  is  true  that  the  Commission  has  not 
yet  come  to  an  agreement ;  but  it  is  not 
true  that  negotiations  have  been  broken 
off;  and  it  is  not  true  that  any  orders 
have  been  sent  to  the  British  Commis- 
sioners to  return  to  England.  As  far  as 
it  is  possible  to  forecast  such  matters,  I 
think  negotiations  are  more  likely  to 
last  a  longer  than  a  shorter  time.  The 
matter  is  one  that  involves  considerable 
difficulty,  in  consequence  of  its  previous 
history,  and  will  involve,  I  dare  say,  a 
great  deal  of  discussion  between  the 
Commissioners. 

LUNACY  DISTRICTS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
{The  Marqwee  of  Lothian.) 

(no.  82.)      SECOND  READINQ. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

The  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
(The  Marquess  of  Lothian),  in  moving 
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that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time, 
said,  that  it  had  not  been  oirculated,  and 
that  if  their  Lordships  objected,  he  would 
postpone  the  Motion  till  Monday.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  was  simply  to  rectify 
a  state  of  matters  called  into  existence 
when  the  Prisons  Act  of  1 887  was  passed. 
By  the  Lunacy  Act  of  1857,  powers  were 
given  to  the  General  Board  of  Lunacy 
nttingin  Edinburgh  to  alter  lunacy  dis- 
tricts; but  the  initiative  rested  in  the 
General  Prisons  Board,  which  General 
Prisons  Board  was  done  away  with  by 
Section  69  of  the  Prisons  Act  of  1877. 
Consequently,  there  was  now  no  autho- 
rity to  take  the  initiative  in  altering  or 
varying,  however  desirable  it  might  be, 
a  lunacy  district  in  any  part  of  Scotland. 
This  Act  was  simply  to  give  to  another 
Body,  or,  rather,  to  other  Bodies — to 
the  Commissioners  of  Supply  of  counties, 
to  magistrates  of  burghs,  and  to  Paro- 
chial I  Boards — power  to  apply  to  the 
General  Board  of  Lunacy  to  alter  or  vary 
existing  lunacy  districts.  Under  the 
Act  of  1857,  the  General  Board  had  only 
power  to  make  the  districts  areas  con- 
sisting of  not  less  than  of  counties,  or  of 
burghs ;  and  it  was  now  proposed,  where 
the  population  was  greaUy  increasing,  to 
enable  the  Lunacy  Board  to  make  less 
districts  than  those  allowed  by  the  Act 
of  1857.  The  Bill  did  not  propose  any 
alteration  of  the  existing  law,  and  al- 
though it  had  notyetbeen  printed  and  cir- 
culated, he  hoped  that  their  Lordships 
would  now  assent  to  the  second  reading. 

Moved,  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2'." 
— {Jlie  ifarqueis  of  Lothian.) 

Thb  Earl  of  WEMYSS  said,  he 
thought  it  would  be  establishing  a  bad 
precedent  to  allow  a  Bill  which  their 
Lordships  had  not  seen  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

The  Marquess  of  LOTHIAN  said, 
he  would  remind  the  noble  Earl  that 
when  he  (the  Marquess  of  Lothian)  got 
up  to  move  the  second  reading,  he  put 
himself  in  their  Lordships'  hands,  and 
offered,  if  the  course  he  proposed  was  in- 
convenient, to  postpone  the  second  read- 
ing until  Monday.  jReceiving  no  answer, 
he  concluded  he  had  the  consent  of  the 
House  to  proceed. 

In  reply  to  The  Earl  of  Wbmyss, 

The  Marqxtess  of  LOTHIAN  said, 
the  Bill  had  been  presented  10  days  ago. 

Motion  agreed  to;  Bill  read  2\ 
The  Marquees  of  Lothian 


PLURALITIES  ACT  AMENDMENT  ACT 
(1885)  AMENDMENT  BILL.— (No.  96.) 
{The  LortCBi$hop  of  Bangor,) 

SECOKD    BEADINO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

The  Bishop  of  BANGOE,  in  moving 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time, 
said,  that  its  object  was  to  repeal  a  por- 
tion of  Section  2  of  the  Pluralities  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1 885,  in  order  to  restore 
to  the  Bishops  of  St.  Asaph,  Bangor, 
Landaff,  and  St.  David's  the  power 
which  was  formerly  possessed  by  them 
to  require  such  ministrations  in  the 
Welsh  language  as  they  might  think 
necessary  in  benefices  within  their  re- 
spective dioceses,  and  which  he  con- 
tended the  Act  of  1885  had  unduly 
limited.  The  desire  was  to  enable  the 
Bishop  to  arrange  for  two  Welsh  ser- 
vices each  Sunday  in  parishes  where 
such  supply  was  necessary,  and  not  to 
be  obliged  to  limit  the  services  to  one 
conducted  in  Welsh  and  one  in  English. 
The  right  rev.  Prelate  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Moved,  *'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
— {The  Lord  Bishop  of  Bangor,) 

Amendment  moved,  to  leave  out 
(*'  now")  and  at  the  end  of  the  Motion 
to  add  C  upon  this  day  six  months.") — 
{The  Uarl  of  Powit.) 

The  Bishop  of  St.  ASAPH,  in  sup- 
porting the  Motion  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, said,  that  he  regretted  very  much 
to  be  obliged  to  differ  from  the  noble 
Earl,  who  was  so  staunch  a  friend  to 
the  Church  in  Wales;   but  he  did   so 
because  the  existing  Act  was  the  cause 
of  much  discontent  among  the  Welsli- 
speaking  population  of  Wales.    It  was 
impossible  for  the  Church  to  maintain 
a    hold  on    the  population    in  Welsli 
parishes  with  only  one  service  in  the 
Welsh  language  per  day.    They  were 
anxious  to  correct  the  abuse,  and  Hie 
Bishops  should  be  allowed  freedom  to 
arrange    for    two  services    in   Welah, 
and  they  should  be  trusted  to  malce 
the   necessary   provision    also  for    the 
English-speaking  people.  If  the  Bishope 
were  not  permitted  to  give  two  Welah 
services  each  Sunday,  the  result  woiild 
be  that  the  people  would   be  driven, 
more    and   more  into  the   Dissenting 
chapels.    If  the  present  Act  were    to 
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remain  in  force  without  being  amended 
as  was  now  proposed,  it  would  do  more 
tiian  anything  else  to  promote  the  pre- 
sent movement  for  Disestabliehment. 

The  Earl  of  CARNARVON  was 
nnderstood  to  draw  the  right  rev.  Pre- 
late's attention  to  the  wording  of  the 
section  of  the  Act  which  the  Bill  sought 
to  amend,  and  pointed  out  that  under 
the  section  as  it  stood  there  was  no  com- 
polaion  on  the  Bishops  as  the  right  rev. 
rrelate  seemed  to  contend ;  but  that  it 
was  optional  to  him  to  enforce  one  ser- 
▼iee,  leaving  the  other  service  to  be  a 
znatterof  agreement  between  him  and 
the  incumbent. 

The  Earl  of  KEMBERLEY  said, 
he  should  like  to  have  some  expression 
of  opinion  from  the  Government  with 
ragard  to  the  Bill. 

Thb  lord  president  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Viscount  Oranbrook)  said, 
his  impression  with  respect  to  the  Bill 
▼as  certainly  in  its  favour;  but  he 
Aould  propose  that  after  the  second 
reading  some  time  should  be  given  for 
consideration,  in  order  to  see  whether 
aoyand,  if  so,  what  Amendments  ought 
to  be  introduced  in  Committee. 

On  Question,  That  (''now")  stand 
part  of  the  Motion  ?  Resolved  in  the 

Bill  read  2>  accordingly,  and  com- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

SCOTLAND— BILLHEAD  AND  KELVIN- 
SIDE  (ANNEXATION  TO  GLASGOW) 
BILL— THE  BOTANIC  GARDENS  AND 
THE  UNIVERSITY. 

OBSSBYATIONS.      QX7E8TION. 

The  Eabi.  of  STATE,  in  rising  to  call 
attention  to  the  consequences  of  a  recent 
<ieci8ion  of  a  Committee  of  that  House 
OQ  the  Hillhead  and  Kelvinside  (Annexa- 
tion to  Glasgow)  Bill  as  regards  the 
Botanic  Institution  of  Olasgow  and  the 
interests  of  the  Unirersitj  of  Glasgow 
and  the  public  generally  therein;  and 
to  inquire,  Whether  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment will  adopt  such  action  as  may 
be  necessary  to  preserve  the  Gardens 
frtnn  being  closed  and  the  site  appro- 
priated to  buildings  and  other  purposes? 
said,  the  object  of  the  Bill  in  question, 
which  had  come  up  from  the  Commons, 
the  Preamble  having  been  proved,  but 
the  Bin  itself  being  thrown  out  by  a 
Ooamiittee  of  their  Lordships'  House, 
vas  to  annex  the  two  small  burghs  of 


Hillhead  and  Kelvinside,  a  district  which 
embraced  the  Botanic  Gardens,  whicb 
were  25  acres  in  extent.  These  Gardens, 
by  the  Bill,  were  to  be  transferred  to  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  Glasgow,  and 
were  to  be  maintained  by  the  Corpora- 
tion in  perpetuity  as  a  public  park.  The 
Botanic  Gardens   Institution  had    got 
into  financial    difficulties   recently,   so 
much  so,  indeed,  that  it  was  necessary 
to  get   loans  from  the  Corporation  of 
Glasgow  on  the  security  of  the  land. 
These  loans  amounted,  with  interest,  to 
between  £46,000  and  £50,000,  and  the 
Corporation  of  Glasgow  had,   in  con- 
sequence of  the  rejection  of  the  Annexa- 
tion Bill,  been  forced  to  foreclose,  and 
the  Gardens  passed  into  their  hands  on 
1st   April  last.      These   Gardens  were 
situated  near  to  the  University  of  Glas- 
gow, connected  with  which  there  was  a 
medical  school  attended  by  a  very  large 
number  of  students  amounting  in  1885 
and   1886  to  694,  of  whom  over  200 
attended  the  Botanical  -classes.    It  was 
incontestable  that  a  Botanic  Garden,  with 
proper  appliances,  was  a  iine  qud  non  to 
the  successful  study  of  science.    As  the 
matter  now  stood,  however,  the  Corpo- 
ration of  Glasgow  were  unable  to  con* 
tinue  the  maintenance  of  these  important 
Gardens,  and  there  seemed  to  be  only 
one  course  open,  which  he  believed  was, 
that  the  Gardens  should  be  disposed  of 
by  sale  for   building  purposes.     That 
would,  unfortunately,  involve  the  de- 
struction of  the  plant  and  glass  houses 
recently  erected  at  a  cost  of  £20,000, 
and  would  also  involve  the  dispersion  of 
very   valuable    collections   which  had 
been     accumulated    during    the    pas 
50  years.     He  need  hardly    say  that 
would    be    most    detrimental    to    the 
interests  of  the  University  of  Glasgow. 
He  might  also  say  that  the  Universities 
of    Oxford,    Cambridge,    Dublin,   and 
Edinburgh  had  Botanic  Gardens,  which 
were   made  use    of    regularly  for  the 
benefit  of  their  medical  students,  and 
for  which  public  gprants  were  received 
in  the  case  of  Edinburgh,  amounting  to 
an  annual  sum  of  £1,600.    For  these 
reasons  he  had  put  the  Question  stand- 
ing in  his  name  on  the  Paper,  and  would 
appeal  to  the  Government  to  take  the 
case  into  their  favourable  consideration. 
He  wished  to  make  an  acknowledgment 
due  to  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of 
Glasgow,  by  stating  that  although  these 
grounds  were  not  available  to  the  public 
just  now,  they  had  kindly  made  ar- 
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rangements  by  whioh  the  students  had 
access  to  them  during  the  summer 
session* 

The  Earl  op  NORTHBROOK  said, 
he  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
before  which  the  Bill  referred  to  had 
been  considered.  The  real  object  of  the 
Bill  was  to  secure  the  annexation  of  dis- 
tricts in  the  West  End  of  Glasgow,  which 
included  the  Botanic  Gardens,  and  the 
Committee  had  decided  that  it  should 
not  proceed.  Though  his  own  individual 
opinion  was  in  favour  of  the  Bill  pro- 
ceeding, he  was  bound  to  say  that  the 
other  Members  of  the  Lords  Committee 
gave  the  most  careful  attention  to  the 
subject,  which  was  one  of  very  great 
difficulty,  and  one  on  which  a  great  deal 
might  be  said  on  both  sides.  The  par- 
ticular point  raised  by  the  noble  Earl 
(the  Earl  of  Stair)  was,  as  he  under- 
stood it,  not  on  the  merits  of  the  general 
question  raised  by  the  Bill,  but  on  the 

Particular  question  of  the  Botanic  Gar- 
ens.  So  far  as  he  could  gather  from 
the  noble  Earl,  it  seemed  that  the  Cor- 
poration of  Glasgow,  having  lent  money 
to  the  Botanic  Gardens,  they  now  pro- 
posed to  sell  the  Gardens  for  building 
purposes.  He  (the  Earl  of  Northbrook) 
could  only  say  he  hoped  that  the  Cor- 
poration of  Glasgow  would  not  take  that 
course.  It  did  not  appear  to  him  that 
it  was  at  all  necessary ;  because  they 
had  already,  as  stated  in  the  Preamble 
of  the  Bill,  powers,  under  a  previous 
Act,  to  arrange  with  the  Trustees  of  the 
Botanic  Gardens  to  take  over  the  Gar- 
dens as  a  public  park,  and  though  it 
might  be  necessary  in  order  to  carry  out 
that  arrangement  that  some  further 
legislation  should  take  place,  he  could 
not  think  that  the  Corporation  of 
Glasgow  would  find  any  difficulty  in 
getting  the  sanction  of  Parliament  to 
any  such  proposal.  It  might  be  said, 
certainly,  that  the  district  of  Hill- 
head  which  lay  between  the  University 
and  the  Gardens,  not  being  annexed  to 
Glasgow,  it  would  be  unfair  to  put  the 
charge  of  the  Botanic  Gardens  upon  the 
City  of  Glasgow,  while  the  people  of 
HiUhead  made  no  contribution  towards 
the  maintenance  of  the  Garden;  but 
the  Committee  had  distinctly  before  them 
the  statement  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Hillhead,  that  they  were  prepared  to 
agree  to  any  reasonable  arrangement 
for  rating  the  population  of  Hillhead  in 
upport  of  the  Gardens  in  question.   He 
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did  not  think,  therefore,  that  the  Cor- 
poration of  Glasgow  would  be  justified, 
in  consequence  of  the  rejection  of  the 
Bill  by  their  Lordships'  House,  in  taking 
a  step  so  very  detrimental  to  the  public 
interest  as  to  sell  the  Gardens  for  build- 
ing purposes.  Before  the  Committee  they 
had  evidence  from  most  distinguished 
Professors  of  the  University,  which  en- 
tirely supported  the  statement  of  the 
noble  Earl,  of  the  great  educational 
value  of  the  Gardens,  besides  their 
value  as  a  place  of  relaxation.  There- 
fore, he  trusted  that  some  measure  would 
be  adopted  to  prevent  so  undesirable  an 
act  as  that  these  Gardens  should  be 
utilized  for  building  purposes. 

The  Duke  of   ARGYLL  said,   his 
attention  had  been  called  some  time  ago 
to  the  question  how  far  it  was  important 
to  annex  outlying  suburbs.  His  opinion, 
generally   speaking,  had   always  been 
that  such  suburbs,  which  were  really 
part  of  a  city,  ought  to  resist  annexation 
to  a  neighbouring  town.    Their  general 
object  was  to  escape  the  increased  taxa- 
tion involved,  and  he  must  say  it  was  a 
legitimate  object.     But  he   must  also 
say  in  this  case,  that  two  years  ago,  on 
looking    into   the  facts,   he   said   that 
Glasgow  was  quite  entitled  in  going  in 
for    the  annexation  of   those  districts 
which  were  so  thoroughly  identified  with 
the  city,  and  were  so  thoroughly  part  of 
the  city  that  annexation  was  necessary. 
One  of  the  questions  involved  in  the  Bill 
was  the  support  of  the  Botanic  Gardenst 
one  of  the  moat  valuable  institutions  in 
the  district.  The  Gardens  stood  adjacent 
to  the  University,  and  were  extremely 
important  to  the  Medical  School  of  the 
University.     The  citizens  of   Glasgo^r 
ought  to  think  twice  before  they  closed 
these  valuable  Gardens.     He  understood 
the  people  of  the  district  were  willing 
to  bear  a  share  of  the  maintenance  of 
these  Gardens,  and   he  hoped,    in  the 
meantime,  some  arrangement  might  l>e 
made  by  which  they  would  continue  to 
be  supported. 

The  Mabqubss  op  TWEEDDAXiE 
said,  that  having  taken  some  interest 
in  the  Bill  referred  to  by  the  noble  Earl 
who  had  just  put  the  question  (the  Earl 
of  Stair),  perhaps  he  might  be  allowed 
to  say  a  iqw  words.  He  did  not  pro-- 
pose  to  enter  into  the  question  o£  tke 
desirability,  or  the  contrary,  of  aiu&ex- 
ing  the  outlying  burghs  to  the  City  of 
Glasgow,  for  that  was  not  now  befo^Q 
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the  Hoaae.  Suffice  it  to  say  tbat  the 
dectBion  of  the  Committee  of  their  Lord- 
ibips'  House  had  his  entire  concurceoce, 
ud  TBS,  iodeed,  in  oonformitj  with  no 
leuthaQfourformerdeoiaioDeoii  thesame 
■abject,  tn  regard  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  Oardens,  there  was  no  ground  for 
the  etatement  of  the  noble  Earl  that 
tbere  was  only  one  courae  open  to  the 
Qhsgaw  Corporation.  The  noble  Earl 
who  had  just  spoken  (the  Earl  of  North- 
brook]  referred  to  a  proposal  made  by 
Ihe  burgh  of  Hillhead  during  the  time 
the  Bill  was  before  the  House,  and  ro- 
jwated  eince,  that  the  burghs  of  Hillhead 
AndKelvinside  should  contribute  to  their 
maintenance.  The  noble  Earl  did  not 
Mate  what  that  proposal  was;  and  he 
(the  HarquesB  of  Tweeddole),  therefore, 
ie^ed  to  atate  it.  The  sum  required  to 
maintain  the  Oardene  and  pay  the  inte- 
rest of  3}  per  cent  on  the  Ulaegow  Cor- 
poration's loan  was  £3,000  per  annum. 
Now,  of  that  it  was  propoaed  that  the 
burghs  of  Hillhead  and  Kelvinaide 
thoald  contribute  £2,000,  and  the  Cor- 
poration of  Glasgow  £1,000.  In  other 
worda,  a  community  of  15,000  peraons 
were  willing  to  contribute  £2,000  a-year, 
u  against  £1,000  a-year  by  the  500,000 
inhabiUnts  of  Glasgow.  He  thought 
that  would  be  admitted  to  be  a  most 
reasonable  proposal ;  and  it  was  impos- 
•ihie,  in  the  face  of  it,  and  of  the  power 
vhich  the  Corporation  already  poflseaaed, 
nnder  the  Act  of  Parliament  before  re- 
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afforded,  he  believed,  to  the  students  of 
the  Univeraity  of  Glasgow  for  making 
use  of  these  Gardens  ;  and  it  would  be  a 
distinct  blow  to  the  University,  and  it 
would  handicap  It  in  ita  relations  as  re- 
garded the  other  Universities  of  Scot- 
land, if  these  Gardens  were  abolished. 
Apart   from  that   question,    there  was 
another  which  seemed  to  him  to  be  of 
great    importance — namely,    this— that 
these  Gardens  were  started  about  70 
years  a^,  and  they  had  been  growing 
and  increasing  in  value  from  that  time 
to  this.     Their  area,  he  believed,  was 
only  short  of  Kew ;  and  in  extent  they 
were,  in  fact,  the  second  of  the  kind  in 
the  United  Kingdom.     The  poUectionof 
plants  they  contained  waa  in  itself  in- 
valuable ;  but,  if  sold,  it  would  bring 
nothing  like  the  real  value.    As  regards 
the  suggestion  of  his  noble  Friend  (the 
Earl  of  Northbrook),  he  must  confess  it 
seemed  to  him  it  waa  in  the  power  of  the 
City  of  Glasgow,  as  he  understood,  to 
promote  some  other   Act  which  woiild 
enable  trustees  to  take  over  the  Gardens 
under  the  Glasgow  Parks  Act.     In  fact, 
by  Clause  2B  of  last  year's  Act,  the  City 
of  Glasgow  would  be  able  to  take  over 
the  Gardens  as  a  public  park,  and  main- 
tain them  in  the  interests  of  the  district. 
On'  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, he  would  say,  although  they  took 
very  great  interest  in  the  question,  he 
was  afraid,  as  the  noble  Earl  (the  Earl 
of  Stair)  had  not  made  any  suggestion 
)  to  what  courae  the  Government  should 
iirsue,  ho  could  not  make  any  augges- 
on  himself.     He  could  only  say  this — 
lat  if  any  practical  suggestion  could  be 
ade  by  the  noble  Earl,  or  by  anyone 
se,  by  which  these  Gardens  could  be 
aintained.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
ould  take  it  into   their   aerioua  con- 
deration,  and  would  be  very  glad  if, 
f  auy   means,    that  object  could    be 
;taiued. 


DLOKIAL  SERVICE  (PENSIONS)  BILL. 

(ThtEarlof  Oniloa.) 

(no.  98.)      SECOND  EE4DIH0. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
g  read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2"." 
■{Thi  Earl  of  Orttlow.) 
Lord  LAMINGTON  said,  he  had 
ten  very  glad  to  see  that  one  result  of 
e  Coloni^  Conference  bad  been  that  a 
sp  had  been  taken  in  the  right  direc- 
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tloQ  by  the  OoverDment  in  connection 
with  this  matter.  It  had  always  been 
a  matter  of  the  greatest  regret  to  him, 
taking  the  interest  which  he  did  in  the 
Colonial  Service,  that  no  class  had  been 
more  neglected  than  those  employed  by 
Her  Majesty's  Goyernment  in  the 
Colonies.  Twenty  years  ago  it  had 
been  left  to  him,  as  a  private  Member, 
to  introduce  a  Governors'  Pension  Bill ; 
until  that  period  no  Governor  had  re- 
ceived any  pension  at  all.  The  Bill 
which  he  had  introduced  had  been  very 
considerably  changed  during  its  pro- 
gress through  Parliament,  the  period  of 
service  having  been  altered  from  six 
years  to  18.  He  would  endeavour  to 
introduce  some  Amendment  in  the 
present  Bill ;  and  he  trusted  that  now, 
when  the  public  interest  in  Colonial 
matters  was  so  great,  justice  would  be 
done  to  those  who  served  in  the  Colo- 
nies. 

Motion  agre$d  to  ;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
inglvjand  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Tuesday  the  14^A 
ofJune-nffxi. 

LITERATURE,  SCIENCE  AND  ART— 
THE  NATIONAL  PORTRAIT  GALLERY. 

OBSBRVATIOKS. 

LoED  LAMTNGTON,  in  rising  to  call 
the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  the  position  of  the  National 
Portrait  Gallery,  said,  he  wished  to  re- 
mind their  Lordships  that  two  years 
ago,  when  Mr.  Gladstone  had  been 
IVime  Minister,  the  Trustees  of  the 
Gallery  had  agreed  to  allow  the  por- 
traits to  be  removed  from  South  Ken- 
sington to  Bethnal  Green,  Captain  Bhaw 
having  reported  that  they  were  not  safe 
in  South  Kensington.  That,  however, 
had  been  done  upon  the  distinct  under- 
standing that  in  two  years'  time  they 
would  be  replaced  in  a  proper  position. 
The  two  years  had  now  elapsed,  and  the 
pictures  were  still  at  Bethnal  Green; 
nothing  had  been  done,  and  apparently 
nothing  was  intended  to  be  done.  He 
(Lord  Lamington)  had  objected  to  the 
step  that  was  taken  at  the  time,  as  he 
thought  that  a  great  injustice  was  done 
to  those  families  who  had  given  pictures 
to  that  most  interesting  and  valuable 
Gallery,  in  which  the  public  took  so 
great  an  interest  that  160,000  persons 
had  visited  it  in  the  year  before  its  re- 
moval from  South  Kensington.  The 
Collection   was  really   lost   now  in  a 
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general  Museum,  the  visitors  to  which 
took  little  interest  in  historical  portraits. 
For  his  own  part,  he  deeply  regretted 
the  mode  in  which  public  works  were 
now  carried  on  in  this  country,  and  the 
utter  lack  of  public  spirit  which  seemed 
to  prevail.  Nothing,  for  instance,  had 
yet  been  done  with  regard  to  Parlia- 
ment Street,  and  the  value  of  the  pro- 
perty was  increasing  year  after  year. 
Such  a  method  of  conducting  improve- 
ments, instead  of  being  economiced,  was 
most  expensive.  In  the  case  of  the 
National  Portrait  Gallery,  however,  dis- 
tinct obligations  had  been  entered  into 
by  the  Government  two  years  ago,  and 
the  present  Government  were  bound  to 
carry  out  the  pledges  given  by  Mr. 
Gladstone's  Government.  He  trusted, 
therefore,  that  Her  Majesty's  Gt)vern- 
ment  would  give  them  an  assurance  that 
something  would  be  immediately  done. 

Viscount  HAEDINGE  said,  he  was 
very  glad  that  attention  had  been 
called  to  the  subject,  for  he  thought 
there  seemed  to  be  some  probability  of 
the  Collection  remaining  at  Bethnal 
Green  now  that  it  had  been  removed 
there.  The  fact  was  that  many  neces- 
sary things  were  left  undone  that  ought 
to  be  done  in  consequence  of  having  to 
square  a  popular  Budget.  The  National 
Portraits  had  been  driven  from  pillar  to 
post  in  an  unaccountable  manner.  First, 
they  were  in  very  bad  rooms  in  Great 
George  Street;  then  they  were  trans- 
ferred to  South  Kensington,  and  placed 
over  Spiers  and  Pond's  re&eshment 
establishment;  then  the  fire  occurred, 
when  they  were  removed  to  Bethnal 
Green,  on  the  distinct  understanding 
that  in  two  years  provision  was  to  be 
made  for  their  reception  in  a  permanent 
and  central  home.  Mr.  Plunket  was 
most  anxious  that  a  permanent  site 
should  be  granted  for  the  Portrait 
Gallery.  He  had  suggested  the  site 
next  the  India  Office,  but  was  always 
met  with  difficulties,  on  the  score  of  ex- 
pense, by  the  Treasury.  The  present 
Offices  where  the  Board  conducted  their 
ordinary  business  were  very  small,  and 
it  was  very  desirable  that  some  tern- 
porary  accommodation  should  be  found 
for  exhibiting  those  pictures  which  from 
time  to  time  were  purchased,  and  which 
could  not  be  removed  to  Bethnal  Green. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  earnestly 
hoped  that  the  Government  would  take 
up  the  matter  seriously,  and  that  no 
further  delay  would  take  place  in  pro- 
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viding  a  suitable   receptacle    for   tbe 
National  Portraits. 

The  £abl  of  ELOIN  said,  that  lie 
had  stated  last  year  that  tbe  difficulty 
arose  partly  from  want  of  funds,  but 
also  A^raa  the  impossibility  of  dealing 
with  sites  in  possession  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  until  the  positioa  of  tbe  new  Qo- 
▼emmeut  Offioes  was  determined.  He 
would  point  out,  howsrer,  that  at  the 
present  time  there  was  a  considerable 

Slot  of  vacant  land  belonging  to  tbe 
'ovemment  in  close  proximity  to  tbe 
National  Gallery,  in  the  new  street  near 
Charing  Gross ;  and  he  would  suggest 
that  it  might  be  used  with  advantage  as 
the  8it«  for  tbe  National  Portrait Oallery. 
Lord  HENNIKER  said,  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Lamington)  would,  no  doubt, 
reooUeot  an  answer  he  gave  to  a  Ques- 
tion on  this  subject  in  August,  1885.  It 
was  than  considered  that  the  O-allery 
in  which  the  National  Portraits  were 
housed  were  unsafe.  Several  pro- 
posals were  made,  Bucb  as  to  place  it  in 
the  West  Gallery,  to  place  it  in  the  Na- 
tural History  lluseum,  and  so  on.  No 
place,  however,  was  found  to  be  avail- 
able. It  would  be  remembered  that 
•omn  of  the  Qalleries  at  South  Ken- 
sington were  the  old  Galleries  of  the 
Exhibition  of  1862.  The  South  Gallery, 
where  the  piotnres  were  placed,   was 

SroDOunced  unsafe,  and  so  vaa  the  West 
■allery.  The  East  Gallery  was  devoted 
to  the  Indian  Museum,  facing  Prince's 
Gate,  and  so  was  not  available.  Ac- 
eordingly.  the  Oollection  was  moved  to 
Bethnal  Qieen  as  the  safest  and  best 
plaoe,  and  where  it  waa  not'  only  not 
wasted,  but  likely  to  be  fully  appre- 
rasted.  To  show  that  it  was  appreciated, 
he  might  saythat,  taking  lOyears,  1876 
to  1885  inclusive,  the  largest  number  of 
Tiaitozs  at  South  Kensington  was,  in 
1883,  146,187;  while  to  take  the  last 
oomplete  year  at  South  KeuRiugton  and 
the  only  oomplete  year  at  Bethnal  Oreeu 
— that  was,  1884  and  1886— the  num- 
bera  were  in  1884  120,716,  and  in  ltJS6 
446,722.  It  must  be  recollected  that  the 
portraits  were  moved  in  September,  1 B69, 
nnA  that  the  present  waa  the  month  of 
May,  1887,  so  he  could  give  no  better 
flomparison.  In  1885  he  stated  that  the 
Krat  Commissioner  of  Works  could  give 
BO  pledge  as  to  finding  a  permanent 


question,  and  he  was  sure  that  no  one 
was  more  anxious  than  bis  right  hon. 
Friend  the  First  Commissioner  to  find 
a  permanent  home  for  this  valuable 
Collection.  The  noble  Lord  would 
recollect  that  the  Office  of  Works  de- 
pended a  great  deal  on  the  favour 
of  the  Treasury.  At  present  there 
were  large  scbemea  on  foot  for  erecting 
public  buildings,  which  were  bung  up 
for  the  time.  This  altered  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  very  much.  The 
Office  of  Works  coutd  not  take  too 
many  large  schemes  in  hand  at  a  time ; 
and  all  he  could  say  was  that  when 
an  opportunity  offered  and  Parliament 
granted  the  necessary  funds — which  he 
hoped  they  soon  would— tbe  plans  would 
be  ready.  No  plan  bad  been  decided  on 
at  present.  The  noble  Earl  (the  Earl 
of  Elgin)  had  spoken  of  tbe  site  in 
Hemming's  Bow.  This  had  been  most 
carefullv  considered,  but  there  were 
grave  objections  against  it.  No  doubt 
the  suitability  of  this  site  would  be 
carefully  considered  again  when  tho 
proper  time  arrived.  He  stated  in 
1885  that  the  housing  of  the  pictures 
at  Bethnal  Green  was  a  temporai7  loan, 
and  he  thought  that  this  should  be 
distinctly  understood— that  they  were 
only  there  till  a  permanent  home  could 
be  provided.  Meanwhile,  they  were  in 
the  safest  and  best  place  that  could  be 
found,  and  he  thought  he  had  clearly 
proved  that  they  were  not  thrown  away 
in  their  present  position. 

SITTINGS     AND     ADJOURNMENT    OF 
THE    HOUSE  —THE    WHITSUNTIDE 
EECESB.— ftDESTION. 
In  answer  to  The  Earl  of  Kiuseblet, 
The  MiKaDKBS  of  8 ALISBUEY  said, 
the  House  would  adjourn  on  Monday 
next,  subject  to  certain  formal  Business 
from  the  House  of  Commons  ;  but,  prac- 
tically, it  would  be  on  Monday  ;  and  it 
was  proposed  to  meet  again  on  Thurs- 
day, the  9th  of  June.     He  waa  aware 
that  it  was  usual  to  meet  on  a  Friday ; 
but  as  they  never  did  much  on  tbe  first 
day  except  to  put  down  Notices  for  other 
days,  he  thought  they  might  utilize  tbe 
Stb  for  that  purpose. 
House  adjourned  during  pleasure. 
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BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Standing  Order  No.  XXXV.  to  be 
considered  To-morrow  in  order  to  its 
lielng  dispensed  with  for  the  remainder 
of  that  day's  Sitting. 

House  adjourned  at  half  past  Six 

o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 

Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Friday,  20M  May,  1887. 


MINUTES.]— Sblbot  Committbb  —  J?#por<  — 
liOndon  Corporation  (Charges  of  Malversa- 
tion) [No.  161] ;  Forestry,  nominated. 

Private  Bills  {by  Order) — Considered  as  amended 
— Great  Eastern  Railway  {re-eomm.) 

Third  JZ^o^tit^— Midland  Great  Western  Bail- 
way  of  Ireland,  and  passed. 

Lords  Amendments  —  Belfast  Main  Drainage, 
Consideration  deferred. 

Public  Bil^s  —  Ordered  —  First  Reading  — 
Conveyatxoing  (Scotland)  Acts  Amendment  * 
[270]. 

Second  Reading — Referred  to  Select  Committee — 
Public  Parks  and  Works  (Metropolis)  [1361. 

Committee — Criminal  Law  Amendment(Ireland) 
[217]  [Eleventh  Nighty  —  r.p.  ;  Deeds  of 
Arrangement  Registration  [231] — r.p. 

Committee^Report  —  First  Offenders  {recomm,) 
[189];  Municipal  Corporations  Acts  (Ireland) 
Amendment  (No.  2)  [176]. 

Committee  —  Report —  Third  Reading— Duke  of 
Connaught's  Leave  [2281:  Truro  Bishopric 
and  Chapter  Acts  Amendment*  [205],  and 
passed. 

Considered  as  amended —  Third  Reading  —  East 
India  Stock  (Conversion  [267],  lUid.  passed. 

Provisional  Ordbb  Bills  —  Ordered  —  First 
Reading—hooal  (3h)vemment  (No.  4)  *  [269]. 

Consider^  as  amended—QomxnoTXA  Regulation 
Ewer)  •  [237]. 

Third  Reading — Commons  Regulation  (Lain- 
don)*  [238],  and  passed. 

PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 


MIDLAND  GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY 
OF  IRELAND  BILL  {by  Order). 

THIBD  READING. 

Order  for  Third  Eeading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time."— (1/r.  Dodda.) 

Mb.  cox  (Clare,  E.) :  I  do  not  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  offering  any  opposi- 
tion to  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill.  I 
did  not  do  so  yesterday,  and  all  that  I 
wish  now  is  to  direct  the  attention  of  I 


the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  South 
St.  Pancras  (Sir  Julian  Goldsmid)  and 
the  House  to  certain  grave  charges  and 
serious  imputations  which  have  been 
made  upon  his  character  as  Chairman 
of  a  Committee  of  this  House,  with 
which  I  was  associated,  in  dealing  with 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House.  I  will 
not  detain  the  House  for  many  minutes ; 
but  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  state, 
shortly,  how  these  charges  came  to  be 
made.  This  Bill,  when  it  was  before 
the  Committee,  was  opposed  by  the 
Limerick  and  Waterford  Bailway  Com- 
pany, of  which  Mr.  Spaight  is  Chair- 
man, and  the  statements  of  which  I 
complain  are  contained  in  a  speech  made 
by  that  gentleman  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Limerick  Harbour  Board,  over  which 
he  presided,  and  in  a  letter  which  Mr. 
Spaight  wrote  on  the  9th  of  May.  The 
importance  of  these  accusations  consists 
in  the  fact  that  Mr.  Spaight  occupies  a 
very  important  position  in  the  City  of 
Limerick.  As  I  have  said,  he  is  not 
only  Chairman  of  the  Limerick  Harbour 
Board,  but  also  Chairman  of  the  Lime- 
rick and  Waterford  Bailway  Company, 
who  opposed  the  Midland  Great  Western 
of  Ireland  Bailway  Bill.  Speaking  at 
Limerick,  Mr.  Spaight  said— 

*'  Mr.  Grienon,  manager  of  the  Ch-eat 
Western  Railway,  gave  important  evidence; 
but  he  was  not  listened  to.  The  Chairman, 
Sir  Julian  Goldsmid,  ahsolntely  turned  aside, 
put  his  arms  over  the  back  of  his  chair,  and 
affected  to  go  to  sleep.  From  the  very  com- 
mencement of  the  inquiry  the  Chairman 
seemed  to  have  made  up  his  mind  on  the 
question.  He  knew  from  the  start  that  they 
had  no  chance  owing  to  the  apparent  bias  of 
the  Chairman.*' 

Speaking  of  the  evidence,  Mr.  Spaight 
characterized  it  as  laughable  and  ab- 
surd; but  said  that  it  seemed  to  have 
considerable  weight  with  the  Committee, 
or  rather  with  the  Chairman,  who  ap- 
peared to  be  the  Committee.  Later  on 
he  said — 

<*  It  was  the  duty  of  Limerick  men  to  make 
some  final  effort  to  get  themselves  heard  before 
the  House  of  Lords*  Committee,  where  they 
would  get  a  fair  and  impartial  hearing ;  " 

implying,  in  so  many  words,  that  they 
had  not  received  an  impartial  hearing 
at  the  hands  of  the  Committee  presided 
over  by  the  hon.  Baronet,  and  thereby 
casting  a  serious  reflection  upon  the 
hon.  Baronet  and  the  Committee.  I 
will  now  read  an  extract  from  a  letter 
written   on   the   9th   instant  by   Mr* 
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Spaight  to  The  Daily  Expretif  contain- 
ing more  serious  oharges  against  the 
character  of  the  hon.  Baronet — 

••We  complain,"  says  Mr.  Spaight,  "that 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  held  and  ex- 
pressed snch  a  strong  feeling  in  favour  of  the 
promoters  and  against  the  Petitioners  from  the 
opening  of  the  case,  that  everyone  who  listened 
to  the  proceedings  was  quite  satisfied,  from 
the  first  day,  what  the  decision  would  he. 
Our  opponents  will,  I  think,  admit  that  such 
was  the  general  impression,'' 

thereby  imputing  that  the  hon.  Baronet 
had  made  up  his  mind  as  a  partizan  of 
the  Midland  Company.  Now,  I  was  an 
opponent  of  Mr.  Spaight  on  that  occa- 
sion; but  his  evidence  was  attentively 
listened  to.  It  is  not  for  me  to  defend 
the  character  of  the  hon.  Baronet ;  but, 
having  attended  the  Committee,  I  am 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet's conduct  was  fair  and  impartial. 
He  gave,  I  think,  a  very  fair  and  a  very 
attentive  hearing  to  the  whole  case.  In 
submitting  the  case  to  the  House,  I  do 
not  propose  to  suggest  any  particular 
line  of  action.  I  have  considered  it  my 
duty,  as  my  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  subject,  to  bring  it  before  the 
House.  I  think  it  is  a  great  hardship 
and  a  serious  matter  that  any  Committee 
of  this  House  should  be  liable  or  open 
to  an  attack  by  the  promoters  or  the 
opponents  of  any  Bill  that  may  come 
before  the  House  simply  because  they 
have  happened  to  be  unsuccessful.  I 
do  not  propose  to  make  any  Motion  on 
the  matter;  but,  having  brought  the 
qa^tion  under  the  attention  of  the 
House  and  the  hon.  Baronet,  I  will 
leave  the  House  to  deal  with  it  as  it 
thinks  best. 

Sib  JULIAN  GOLDSMID  (St.  Pan- 
eras,  8.) :  Copies  of  the  letters  written 
bj  the  gentleman  referred  to  were  sent 
to  me  from  time  to  time ;  but  I  thought 
they  were  very  little  worthy  of  notice, 
and  that  the  best  plan  I  and  the  Com- 
mittee could  adopt  was  to  ignore  them 
altog'ether.  The  gentleman  who  wrote 
them  was  formerly  a  Member  of  this 
Honse,  and,  therefore,  knows  something 
of  the  dnties  of  the  House.  I  myself 
have  served  as  Chairman  of  many  Com- 
ndtteea;  but  I  have  never  maintained 
ikitA  Committees  are  infallible.  I  am 
±ne  to  admit  that  they  sometimes  make 
mistakes^  and,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
I  may  sometimes  be  right  and  sometimes 
be  wrong.    In  this  case,  however,  I  con- 


sider that  the  Committee  arrived  at  a 
right  decision.  This  gentleman,  Mr. 
Spaight,  has  no  ground  of  complaint 
whatever.  It  so  happened  that  he  at- 
tacked personally  several  witnesses  who 
came  before  the  Committee  on  account  of 
the  evidence  he  gave,  and  it  became  my 
duty  as  Chairman  to  call  him  repeatedly 
to  Order.  I  think  he  did  not  like  it,  and 
the  result  is  that  he  has  amused  himself 
by  writing  these  letters.  Under  these 
circumstances,  as  far  as  the  Committee 
is  concerned,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary 
to  take  any  further  notice  of  the  matter. 

Mb.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  I  wish 
to  ask  you.  Sir,  whether — as  this  ques- 
tion has  been  raised,  and  the  House  is  not 
asked  to  come  to  a  decision  upon  it  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  scarcely  of  sufficient  im- 
portance— whether  you  think  it  is  proper 
or  right  that  persons  examined  either  in 
support  of  or  against  a  Private  Bill 
should,  after  the  inquiry  was  over,  go 
away  and  make  at  public  meetings,  or 
in  the  newspapers,  attacks  upon  the  con- 
duct or  character  of  the  Gentlemen  who 
have  been  sitting  on  the  Committee  ?  I 
understand  that  Members  serving  on  a 
Private  Bill  Committee  have  the  same 
right  to  the  protection  of  the  House  as 
they  have  when  discharging  their  duty 
in  the  House  itself,  and  that,  under  such 
circumstances,  an  attack  made  upon  the 
Members  of  a  Private  Bill  Committee  is 
equivalent  to  an  attack  made  upon  the 
House  itself. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  In  substance  the 
view  of  the  hon.  Member  is  perfectly 
correct.  An  attack  made  upon  the  Mem- 
bers of  a  Committee  is  equivalent  to  an 
attack  made  upon  the  House  itself.  No 
witness  has  a  right  to  go  away  &om  a 
Committee  Boom  and  then  impugn  the 
character  of  the  Gentlemen  who  compose 
the  Committee.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Clare  (Mr.  Cox)  was  good  pnough  to 
show  me  the  grounds  of  his  complaint 
before  bringing  it  under  the  notice  of 
the  House.  I  think  he  was  undoubtedly 
right  in  bringing  it  under  the  attention 
of  the  House,  and  having  done  that  I 
am  of  opinion  that  the  charges  are  of 
such  a  nature  that  I  think  the  House 
may  well  take  no  further  notice  of  the 
matter. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  paesed. 
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BELFAST  MAIN  DRAINAGE  BILL 

(6y  Order), 

LORDS  AMENDMENTS.      [aDJOUBNED 
DEBATE.] 

Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [28th  April],  **  That 
the  Lords  Amendments  be  now  taken 
into  consideration." 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  reiumed, 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  find 
it  necessary  to  ask  the  House  to  agree 
to  the  further  adjournment  of  the  debate. 
When  the  question  last  came  up,  about 
three  weeks  ago,  on  the  28th  of  April, 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate  was 
ordered,  because  the  House  of  Lords  had 
struck  out  of  the  Bill  a  clause  extending 
the  franchise  of  the  town  of  Belfast.  We 
felt  in  the  House  that  it  was  necessary 
to  give  the  ratepayers  control  over  the 
execution  of  this  scheme  of  main  drain- 
age, seeing  that  it  involved  an  expendi- 
ture of  £500,000.  The  clause  struck  out 
of  the  Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords  pro- 
vided the  necessary  machinery  for  con- 
ferring this  control  upon  the  ratepayers, 
and  it  was  felt  that  until  some  steps  could 
be  taken  to  extend  the  local  government 
of  Belfast  so  as  to  give  the  general  body 
of  ratepayers,  not  only  control  over  the 
execution  of  the  works,  but  also  some 
control  over  the  expenditure  connected 
with  the  scheme,  it  was  undesirable  to 
pass  the  measure  itself.  The  object  of  the 
adjournment  was  to  afford  time  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  to  consider  the 
question  of  the  extension  of  the  fran- 
chise in  a  more  regular  manner  in  re- 
gard to  the  various  boroughs  of  Ireland. 
I  moved  on  that  occasion  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  consideration  of  this  Bill 
until  the  20th  of  July,  because  I  felt  that, 
having  regard  to  the  state  of  Public  Busi- 
ness, an  adjournment  for  three  weeks 
would  be  insufficient  for  the  purpose. 
But,  in  deference  to  the  suggestion  of 
the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means,  I 
amended  the  proposal  by  moving  that 
the  debate  should  be  adjourned  until 
the  present  day ;  but,  as  I  then  antici- 
pated, the  interval  which  has  elapsed 
has  been  insufficient  for  the  purpose. 
The  Franchise  Bill  of  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Mid  Armagh  (Sir  James 
Corry)  has  not  yet  left  the  House  of 
Commons,  although  it  has  reached  the 


Committee  stage.  It  came  on  this  mom  - 
ing  at  3  or  4  o'clock,  far  too  late  to  en- 
able the  House  to  consider  the  Bill,  and 
in  the  absence  of  the  Members  of  the 
Government  who  were  competent  to  deal 
with  the  question.  If  it  had  not  been 
for  that  circumstance,  the  Bill  might  have 
been  passed  through  Committee  this 
morning,  and  have  been  down  for  a  third 
reading  to-day.  I  hope  that  it  will  pass 
through  Committee  to-night,  and  go  up 
to  the  House  of  Lords  before  the  holi- 
days, so  that  before  the  date  which  I 
originally  fixed— the  20th  of  July— it 
may  be  passed  into  law.  But  if  we  pro- 
ceed to-day  to  discuss  the  Lords'  Amend- 
ments, I  shall  be  compelled  to  move  that 
the  House  disagree  with  them  seriatim^ 
and  I  shall  be  obliged  to  make  each  of 
them  the  subject  of  a  Division. 

Mr.  speaker  :  I  am  sorry  to  inter- 
rupt the  hon.  Member,  but  I  must  point 
out  that  he  has  already  spoken  on  the 
Motion  before  the  House. 

Mr.  CONWAY  (Leitrim,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  move  that  the  consideration  of  the 
Lords'  Amendments  be  postponed  until 
the  20th  of  July. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.)  : 
Upon  the  point  of  Order,  Sir,  may  I  ask 
whether  an  hon.  Gentleman  who  moves 
the  adjournment  is  not  capable  of  con- 
tinuing the  discussion  on  another  occa- 
sion? 

Mr.  speaker  :  No.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  moved  the  adjournment  has 
exhausted  his  right,  having  already  ad- 
dressed the  House.  May  I  also  point 
out  that  the  date  moved  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Leitrim  is  a  rather  distant 
one  ?  I  had,  on  another  occasion,  to  rule 
that  the  postponement  of  a  Bill  until  so 
late  a  date  as  that  would  virtually  de- 
feat the  measure.  I  would,  therefore, 
ask  the  hon.  Member  to  propose  a  nearer 
date,  in  accordance  with  the  ordinary 
practice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CONWAY :  In  compliance  with 
your  suggestion.  Sir,  I  will  move  that 
the  debate  be  adjourned  until  the  20tlx 
of  June. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
word  **  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  "on  Mou* 
day  20th  June." — {Mr.  Conway,) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  word 
'  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  EWART  (Belfast,  N.):  I  shall 
oppose  that  Motion.     When  this  Bill 
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was  last  before  the  House   the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton) 
moved  the  adjournment  until  the  20th 
of  July,  on  the  gpround  that  the  House, 
in  the  interval  which  would  elapse,  would 
pass  the  Bill  for  the  extension  of  the 
franchise,  whereupon  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means  proposed  that  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Lords'  Amendments 
should  be  postponed  until  the  20th  of 
May — this  day — in  order  that,  in  the 
interval,  steps  should  be  taken  to  push 
forward  the  Bill  which  then  stood  in  the 
name  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Mid  Armagh  (Sir  James  Corry).     Since 
then  my  hon.  Friend  has  entered  into  an 
engagement  to  limit  the  provisions  of 
that  Bill  to  the  borough  of  Belfast,  and 
that  engagement  has  been  accepted  by 
Members  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and 
by  certain  hon.  Qentlemen  opposite.   In 
the  interval  which  has  elapsed  my  hon. 
Friend  has  done  everything  that  was 
possible  to  carry  out  that  arrangement. 
The  Bill  has  been  blocked,  and  has  met 
with  opposition  in  several  quarters ;  but, 
acting  in  good  faith,  with  a  sincere  de- 
sire to  carry  out  the  arrangement  now 
come  to,  my  hon.  Friend  succeeded  in 
getting  the  block  removed,  and  the  Bill 
came  before  the  House  last  night.   [Mr. 
Sbxtoit  :  No ;  this  morning.]  Or,  rather, 
this  morning.    The  Bill  was  again  op- 
posed by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  on 
the  ground  that  it  limited  the  extension 
of  the  franchise  to  the  borough  of  Bel- 
fast.    Hon.  Members  below  the  Gang- 
way contend  that  all  Ireland  should  be 
included ;  but  I  may  point  out  that  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Armagh 
would  not  have  succeeded  in  getting  the 
block  removed,  and  thereby  would  not 
have  been  enabled  to  bring  the  Bill  on 
at  all  last  night,  unless  he  had  entered 
into  the  understanding  that  the  provi- 
sions of  the  measure  should  be  limited 
to  the  borough  of  Belfast.    Unless  my 
hon.  Fiiend  had  done  that,  it  would  have 
been  simply  impossible  to  bring  the  mea- 
sure forward ;  and,  under  these  circum- 
stances, it  would  be  dishonourable  on 
our  part  to  give  any  aid  to  any  measure 
which  g^oes  further  than  the  extension  of 
the  municipal  franchise  to  the  borough 
of  Belfast.     For  these  reasons,  I  feel  it 
imposmble  to  accede  to  the  Motion  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Leitrim.    The  Bill 
tat  the  extension  of  the  franchise  will 
eome  before  the  House  this  evening ; 
md  hon.  Members,  if  they  are  willing 
to  carry  out  the  arrangement  suggested 


by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  y 
will  be  able  to  make  progress  with  the 
Franchise  Bill  to  their  hearts'  content. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
When  the  question  was  previously  be- 
fore the  House  I  took  occasion  to  point 
out  the  danger  of  allowing  this  Bill  to 
leave  the  House  of  Commons  until  such 
time  as  we  had  previously  secured  the 
passage  of  the  Municipal  Franchise  Bill. 
Now,  Sir,  since  then  the  Municipal  Fran- 
chise Bill  has  undoubtedly  made  very 
considerable  progress,  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  douht  that  it  will  pass  this 
House  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  days. 
Under  these  circumstances,  we  are  bound 
to  ask  whether  the  Municipal  Franchise 
Bill  wDl  receive  the  same  consideration 
in  *' another  place"  as  it  has  received 
at  our  hands  r  Therefore,  I  think  it  is 
our  duty  to  suspend  the  Belfast  Main 
Drainage  Bill  imtil  we  have  satisfied 
ourselves  that  that  Bill  has  been  passed 
in  **  another  place."  We  have  repeated 
precedents  of  such  a  course.  We  have 
the  precedent  of  the  Lords  themselves, 
who  have  frequently  suspended  a  Bill 
in  that  House  pending  the  passage 
through  this  House  of  other  Bills. 
Therefore,  I  think  it  is  a  precedent  on 
which  we  may  fairly  act  in  this  House 
also.  It  has  heen  proposed  by  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Leitrim  to  ad- 
journ the  debate  upon  this  Bill  until 
the  20th  of  July  ;  but  you,  Sir,  said  that 
so  long  a  postponement  would  have  the 
effect  of  killing  the  Bill,  and,  acting 
upon  your  suggestion,  my  hon.  Friend 
withdrew  the  original  Motion,  and  sub- 
stituted the  20th  of  June.  The  House 
is  now  about  to  adjourn  for  a  fortnight ; 
it  will  re-assemble  on  the  6th  of  June, 
and  there  will  only  be  a  space  of  12 
days,  or  less  than  two  weeks,  left  with 
which  any  progress  can  be  made  with 
the  Municipal  Franchise  Bill.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  Town  Council  of  Bel- 
fast will  meet  more  than  once  or  twice 
during  that  spcice  of  time,  and  I  certainly 
fail  to  see  how  any  rapid  progress  is  to 
be  made  with  the  Bill  before  that  date. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Belfast  (Mr.  Ewart)  would  abso- 
lutely lose  nothing  by  acceding  to  the 
Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend ;  because  con- 
sidering the  time  of  year  we  have  now 
arrived  at,  and  theEecess  which  is  about 
to  take  place,  I  cannot  conceive  how  any 
further  progress  is  to  be  made  with  the 
Main  Drainage  Bill,  although  it  may  be 
possible,  on  the  other  hand,  to  make 
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material  process  with  the  Municipal 
Franchise  Bill.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, as  the  hon.  Gentleman  cannot 
possibly  be  injured  by  the  Motion  of  my 
hon.  Friend,  and  seeing  that  the  interests 
of  those  persons  who  are  connected  with 
the  Main  Drainage  Bill  cannot  be  dam- 
nified by  a  further  postponement,  I  hope 
the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  will  have 
the  grace  to  withdraw  his  opposition  to 
the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend,  and  not 
put  the  House  to  the  trouble  of  a  Divi- 
eion. 

Mb.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  8.):  I 
also  feel  it  my  duty  to  oppose  the 
Motion.  It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of 
hon.  Members  that  the  influence  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means  induced  the  House  to  consent 
to  the  adjournment  of  the  Bill  until  this 
day.  It  will  be  a  serious  inconvenience 
and  a  great  loss  to  the  town  of  Belfast 
if  there  is  any  further  postponement. 
The  state  of  the  Lagan  Hiver  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  is  a  disgrace  to  Belfast,  and 
is  a  crying  evil.  The  Bel  fast  Town  Com- 
missioners have  passed  a  Besolution 
almost  unanimously,  for  I  believe  there 
were  only  two  dissentients,  calling  upon 
this  House  to  consent  to  this  Bill  with- 
out any  further  delay.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, the  House  will  consent  to  the  Bill 
without  any  further  postponement.  Not 
only  have  the  Town  Commissioners  of 
Belfast  passed  a  Besolution  in  favour  of 
the  Main  Drainage  Bill,  but  another 
influential  body  has  given  its  support 
to  the  scheme;  and  I  think  that  is  a 
sufficient  proof  that  the  people  of  Belfast 
want  it.  The  Franchise  Question  has 
made  considerable  progress  in  this 
House,  and  if  it  has  not  made  more  pro- 
gress hon.  Members  will  be  aware  that 
that  fact  has  not  been  owing  to  any 
action  on  the  part  of  the  promoters  of 
the  Main  Drainage  Bill.  The  municipal 
franchise  would  have  been  conferred  by 
this  House  on  the  people  of  Belfast  but 
for  the  opposition  given  to  this  Bill  last 
month  by  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton),  who,  notwith- 
standing the  sympathy  he  has  frequently 
expressed  in  this  House  towards  the  ex- 
tension of  the  franchise  to  the  people  of 
Belfast,  took  the  extraordinary  course 
last  night  of  opposing  the  Franchise  Bill. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  I  gave  no  opposition 
whatever  to  that  Bill  last  night. 

Mr.    JOHNSTON:     You    certainly 
moved  to  report  Progress. 

llr.  ¥.  /.  Kenny 


Mb.  sexton  :  No  doubt,  but  it  was 
at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Mb.  JOHNSTON :  If  a  Motion  to 
report  Progress  is  not  opposition  to  a 
Bill  I  fail,  to  understand  what  oppo- 
sition is.  I  trust  that  the  promoters  of 
the  Bill  will  have  the  support  of  the 
House  on  this  occasion,  and  that  no 
further  Motion  for  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate  will  be  acceded  to,  so  that 
the  measure  will  now  receive  the  con- 
sideration it  deserves.  I  trust  that  the 
Lords'  Amendments  will  be  approved  of, 
and  that  the  Bill  will  be  passed  through 
its  final  stages  in  the  interests  of  the 
people  of  Belfast. 

Mb.   sexton  (Belfast,   W.) :  The 
hon.  Member  for  South  Belfast  has,  with 
his  habitual  inaccuracy,  taken  exception 
to  what  occurred  this  morning.     Now,  I 
gave  no  opposition  to  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Mid  Armagh 
(Sir  James  Corry);  but  I  believe  that 
the  course  I  took  met  with  the  general 
concurrence  of  the  House.    Previous  to 
the  Bill  being  reached  there  had  been 
an  exhaustive  Sitting  of  1 1  hours,  and 
there  were  numerous  important  Amend- 
ments upon  the  Paper  against  the  Bill. 
Many  Members  also  had  left  the  House ; 
and,  therefore,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  move 
that  Progress  should  be  reported.    I  am 
not  an  enemy  to  the  Franchise  Bill.     I 
am  a  friend  of  the  Bill,  and  those  who 
are  the  enemies  of  the  Bill,  although 
they  claim  to  be  its  friends,  are  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.     For  some  reasons, 
which  I  have  not  been  able  to  fathom, 
the  provisions    of   the    Bill    are    now 
limited  to  the  borough  of  Belfast.      I 
wish  to  assure  the  House  that  they  will 
make  a  great  mistake,  and  produce  a 
most  profound  resentment  among  the 
community    of   Belfast — a    community 
already  sufficiently  troubled  by  a  variety 
of  other  causes — if  they  attempt  to  pass 
this    Bill,    and    impose    a    burden    of 
£500,000  upon  the  people,  if  they  do  not 
take  care  that  they  give  the  people  of 
Belfast  some  control  over  the  exeoutiou 
of  the  works  and  the  expenditure  of  the 
money.     The  hon.  Member  for  South. 
Belfast  has  stated  that  the  people  of  that 
town  are  unanimously  in  favour  of  tlie 
main  drainage  scheme,  and  he  has  re- 
ferred to  the  Eiver  Lagan.     Why,   at 
this  moment  the  Lagan  Pollution  Oom- 
mittee  have   sent  a  telegram    to     me^ 
which  I  have  only  just  received,  stating 
that  they — 
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**  Confidently  expect  my  assistance  in  securing 
the  postponement  of  the  Main  Drainage  BiU 
pending  the  settlement  of  the  franchise  in 
accordance  wiUi  the  popular  desire  of  the  people 
of  Belfast." 

Bepresentations  of  a  similar  character 
reach  me  every  day,  and  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman knows  very  well  that  this  scheme 
was  prepared  by  a  private  Committee  of 
the  Corporation,  and  that  it  has  never 
been  suDmitted  to  the  ratepayers  at  any 
public  meeting,  although  public  meet- 
ings have  been  held  against  it.  Never- 
theless, the  hon.  Member  has  the  hardi- 
hood in  this  House — a  House  sitting  in 
London,  and  not  in  Dublin — to  say  that 
the  opinion  of  the  community  of  Belfast 
is  in  favour  of  passing  this  Bill.  It  was 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  that 
on  the  28th  of  April  we  postponed  the 
Bill,  and  the  grounds  on  which  that 
postponement  took  place  have  not  yet 
been  complied  with.    The  object  was  to 


when  I  was  interrupted  on  a  point  of 
Order  a  short  time  ag^,  that  in  discuss- 
ing this  matter  I  should  have  to  raise 
a  Oonstitutional  question.  The  House 
of  Lords  have,  on  technical  grounds, 
struck  out  the  Franchise  Clause,  which 
was  inserted  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
the  groiind  being  that  no  Notice  of  that 
clause  was  given  by  the  promoters  at 
the  time  the  Bill  was  deposited.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  no  such  Notice  could  have 
been  given,  because  the  promoters  had 
no  intention  of  inserting  the  clause.  If 
the  House  refuse  to  consent  to  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate  it  will  be  my 
duty  to  go  into  that  question  at  length, 
and  to  put  it  to  the  House  whether  the 
House  of  Lords  are  constitutionally  en« 
titled,  upon  a  Standing  Order  intended 
to  be  used  against  the  promoters  of  a 
Private  Bill,  to  object  to  the  Constitu- 
tional right  of  this  House  to  make  any 
amendment  in  a  Bill  which  it  is  pleased 
to  make  ?    I  have  placed  Notices  on  the 


secure  time  for  the  passing  of  the  Fran- 1  Paper  which  I  intend  to  submit  for  the 


chise  Bill,  and  will  any  hon.  Qentleman 
opposite  say  that  there  has  not  been 
sufficient  time  for  that  purpose?    No 
doubt  I  proposed  the  adjournment  of  the 
Franchise  Billfor  two  daysfor  thepurpose 
of   consulting  my  Colleagues — namely, 
from  Tuesday  until  Thursday.    It  must 
be  remembered  that  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Mid  Armagh  has  ma- 
terially altered  the  scope  of  the  Fran- 
chise Bill.     We  claim  l^at  it  should  be 
passed  for  the  whole  of  Ireland;  but 
even  if  it  be  limited  only  to  the  town  of 
Belfast,  and  is  passed  in  that  form,  we 
shall  be  satisfied  to  withdraw  our  opposi- 
tion  to  the  Main  Drainage  Bill.    It  is 
idle  to  tell  me  that  the  Franchise  Bill 
will  be  passed  as  soon  as  we  have  dis- 
posed of  this  Bill.     I  cannot  forget  that 
the  Drainage  Bill  will  place  in  the  hands 
of  a  small  ring  in  Belfast  the  power  of 
spending  £500,000  of  the  ratepayers, 
and    by  the  time   the  Franchise  Bill 
poases  into  law  the  people  of   Belfast 
maj  find  themselves  saddled  with  the 
payment  of  £35,000  a-year  for  40  years 
to  come.    I  tell  you  that  if  you  pass  this 
Bill  I  will  go  to  Belfast  and  advise  the 
nttepajers  of  that  city,  if  they  will  listen 
to  my  yoice,  not  to  pay  1^^.  to  the  muni- 
eipal  rates  until  suon  arrangements  are 
mBde  as  will  enable  them  to  exorcise 
control  over  the  expenditure  of  the  rates. 
If  that  is  done  I  fail  to  see  how  the 
xnain  drainage  scheme  will  be  carried 
into   operation.     I  was  about  to  say, 


amendment  of  the  Municipal  Franchise 
Bill.    The  object  of  those  clauses  is  to 
provide  that,  at  the  next  annual  mimi- 
cipal  election  for  Belfast  after  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Act,  every  seat  in  the  Mimi- 
cipal  Council  shall  become  vacant  as  if 
the  period  of  occupancy  prescribed  by 
law  had  expired,  and  that  there  shall  be 
a  new  election  for  every  seat  in   the 
Council ;  and  also  to  provide  that  until 
the  new  Council  shall  have  been  elected 
no  action  shall  be  taken  or  liability  in- 
curred in  respect  of  the  main  drainage 
scheme.     The  object  of  those  clauses  is 
to  afford  an  opportunity  to  the  people  of 
Belfast  for  obtaining  some  real  control 
over  the  execution  of  the  works,  and  the 
expenditure  which   may    be    involved. 
Without  some  such  provision   it  will 
take  three  years  before  the  entire  Muni- 
cipal Council  can  be  elected  under  the 
Franchise  Bill.     Only  one-third  of  the 
Council  retire  this  year,  a  second  third 
next  year,  and  the  remaining  third  the 
year  after.     Therefore,  three  years  will 
elapse  before    the  ratepayers  will  ob- 
tain any  control  over  the  expenditure 
connected  with  the  scheme.    I  denounce 
that  as  a  mockery  and  a  sham,  and  I 
claim  the  support  of  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  the  Motion  made  by 
my  hon.  Friend,  not  that  I  desire  any 
prolonged   adjournment  which.  Sir,  in 
your  wisdom,  as  the  Head  of  this  House, 
you  consider  would    be    unreasonable, 
but  a  moderate  adjournment  which  will 
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enable  the  House  to  prosecute  tbe  Bill 
of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Mid  Armagh,  and  to  send  it  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  by  which  means  only 
you  will  be  able  to  get  rid  of  the  con- 
flict which  now  exists  between  the  two 
Houses,  and  which,  if  no  means  of  that 
nature  are  taken,  will  inevitably  lead  to 
an  ang^  debate. 

Mr.  DE  OOBAIN  (Belfast,  E.):  I 
confess  that  I  have  been  taken  by  sur- 
prise at  the  course  which  has  been 
Sursued  in  reference  to  this  Belfast 
[ain  Drainage  Bill.  When  this  Bill 
was  last  before  the  House  I  was  neces- 
sarily absent  through  a  business  engage- 
ment in  Ireland ;  and  I  had  hoped  under 
those  circumstances,  in  deference  to  the 
fact  that  I  was  unable  to  be  present  to 
represent  the  views  of  those  who  think 
with  me  in  reference  to  this  measure, 
that  the  promoters  of  it  would  have  per- 
mitted it  at  that  time  to  be  adjourned ; 
but  they  adopted  the  less  chivalrous 
course  of  pressing  it  on  when  they  knew 
I  could  not  be  present.  The  Main  Drain- 
age Bill  now  under  consideration  has  the 
support  of  scarcely  anybody  outside  the 
Corporation  of  Belfast.  It  is  perfectly 
true,  as  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Bel- 
fast (Mr.  Johnston)  has  stated,  that  there 
have  been  two  Besolutions  arrived  at  by 
two  Public  Bodies  in  support  of  the  Bill ; 
but  one  of  those  Public  Bodies  —  the 
Belfast  Water  Commissioners — passed  a 
Besolution  approving  of  a  main  drainage 
scheme,  but  not  necessarily  of  this  main 
drainage  scheme.  The  Belfast  Harbour 
Oommissioners,  another  important  Body, 
came  to  a  decision  to  support  the  Bill ; 
but  the  Besolution  was  brought  forward 
at  a  meeting  without  due  notice  having 
been  given,  and  it  was  not  unanimously 
carried.  With  regard  to  the  public  feel- 
ing in  relation  to  the  Bill  in  Belfast,  I 
may  fairly  and  frankly  state  that  no 
public  meeting  has  been  held  in  support 
of  the  provisions  of  the  measure,  whereas 
several  public  meetings,  representing, 
amone  others,  persons  largely  connected 
with  the  principal  interests  of  Belf  ast,have 
been  held,  and  have  with  unanimity  con- 
demned it.  I  think  that,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, to  insist  upon  the  House  of 
Commons  coming  to  a  decision  upon  the 
merits  of  the  question  to-day  would  be 
exceedingly  unfair  to  the  ratepayers  of 
Belfast.  We  have,  at  present,  a  limited 
municipal  franchise.  The  municipal 
burgess  roll  consists  of  about  6,000  elec- 
tors, whereas  we  have  a  Parliamentary 
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roll    comprising  33,000    householders. 
I  understand  that  a  statutable  enact- 
ment makes  it  binding  in  all  the  towns 
of  England  to  call  a  town's  meeting  to 
approve  of  all  public  schemes  which  in- 
volve the  expenditure  of  the  ratepayers' 
money  before  they  are  carried  into  effect. 
Such  a  provision,  unfortunately,  does  not 
apply  to  the  town  of  Belfast.     If  it  had 
done  so,  and  the  ratepayers  had  been  re- 
quired to  consider  the  matter  before  the 
promoters  brought  their  Bill  into  Par- 
liament, I  believe  the  people  of  Belfast 
would  almost  unanimously  have  con- 
demned the  provisions  of  the  measure. 
I  know  that  it  is  a  painful  matter  to 
keep  a  public  question  like  this  dangling 
for  so  long  a  time,  and  that  the  argu- 
ment against  further  delay  derives  some 
force  from  its  being  postponed  more  than 
once  before.  At  the  same  time,  no  one  can 
deny  the  equity  and  justice  of  the  demand 
now  made  that  the  people  who  will  be 
required  to  pay  the  cost  of  this  main 
drainage  scheme  should  have  the  right 
to  say  **  Yea  "  or  **  Nay  "  to  it.     In  de- 
ference to  the  opinion  already  expressed 
in  this  House,  and  the  decision  lately 
come  to  in  regard  to  the  Main  Drainage 
Bill,  it  is  only  a  matter  of  equity  towards 
the  people  of  Belfast  that  the  measure 
extending  the  municipal  franchise  shall 
come  into  operation  before  this    Bill 
finally  becomes  law.     Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  do  not  see  why  the  pro- 
moters should  not  consent  to  a  further 
adjournment — that  is  to  say,  if  they  are 
sincere,  and  if  they  are  really  honest  in 
desiring  that   the  working    people   of 
Belfast  should  have  the  privilege  which. 
is  already  enjoyed  by  the  working  people 
of  Dublin,  and  by  every  other  great 
community  in  the  Empire.    I  do  not  see 
why  the  working  people  of  Belfast  are 
not  as  capable  and  as  fairly  entitled  to 
enjoy  the  privilege  of   the  municipal 
franchise  as  any  other  community.      I 
do  not  see  why  a  measure  of  this  kind, 
which  proposes  to  impose  a  public  debt 
upon  the  town  of  Belfast  of  £500,000, 
and  to  increase  the  municipal  taxation 
to  the  extent  of  20  per  cent,  should  l>e 
hurried  through  the  House,  especially 
when  it  is  perfectly  notorious  that  there 
is  an  ample  source  of  revenue  in  Hie 
hands  of  the  Corporation  which  would 
enable  them    to  carry  out  this    mai.u 
drainage  scheme  without   adding  one 
single  id.  to  the  rates.    In  a  queatioii 
which  will  so  seriously  effect  the  nnanoial 
interests  of  the  whole  people,  I  thinly 
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the  fairest  course  for  tbe  promoters  to 
adopt  would  be  to  say — **  We  will  sus- 
pend any  action  in  regard  to  the  passing 
of  the  Bill  until  all  the  ratepaying  classes 
of  Belfast  and  all  the  householders  have 
an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  con- 
currence in  this  Bill  or  their  disapproval 
of  it."    I  was  sorry  to  see  the  Bill  for 
the  extension  of  the  municipal  franchise 
delayed  again  last  night ;  but  I  muBt 
altogether    dissent   from    the    opinion 
expressed    by    the    hon.    Member   for 
South  Belfast  (Mr.  Johnston),  that  the 
delay  was    occasioned    by  the    action 
of   the  hon.  Member  for  West    Bel- 
fast (Mr.  Sexton).     The  hon.  Member 
for  West  Belfast,  no  doubt,  was  of  opi- 
nion that  the  hour  was  too  advanced  for 
the  consideration  of  the  question,  and 
of    all  the  Amendments  which    stood 
upon  the  Paper.    In  that  opinion  I  cor- 
dially concurred.    The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  North  Longford  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy),  and  others  sitting  on  the  other 
aide  of  the  House  below  the  Gangway, 
expressed  not  only  an  opinion  in  favour 
of  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  but  in  favour 
of  the  extension  of  the  municipal  fran- 
(^se  throughout  the  whole  of  the  cor- 
porate boroughs  of  Ireland.     From  that 
view  pome  hon.  Gentlemen  sitting  on 
this  side  of  the  House  appear  to  dissent. 
I  myself  have  no  objection  to  an  exten- 
sion of  the  municipal  franchise  to  all 
the  corporate  towns  of  Ireland.     But  as 
yet  we  have  only  got  an  expression  of  a 
desire  in  that  direction  from  the  town  of 
Belfast,  and  we  are  not  aware  that  all 
other  corporate  towns  of  Ireland  are  in 
favour  of  an  extension  of  the  municipal 
franchise.     In  Belfast  itself  there  have 
been  public  meetings  held  in  opposition 
to  this  Bill,  and  in  favour  of  the  exten- 
aion  of  the  municipal  franchise,  so  that 
we  know  the  feeling  of  Belfast  fully  and 
dearly  on  the  subject.    I  think  that  in 
deference  to  that  feeling  the  House  of 
Commons  should  permit  this  Bill  to  be 
further  adjourned  until  such  time  as  the 
Btmieipal  franchise  has  been  extended, 
sod  we  are  in  a  position  to  recognize  the 
imtit  that  all  Uie  ratepaying  people  of 
Belfast  wiU  have  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing their  concurrence  in  the  scheme 
of  the  promoters,  or  their  dissent  from  it. 
Th«  OHAIBMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(Mr.  Coubthey)   (Cornwall.  Bodmin): 
The  House  is  in  a  position,  I  am  afraid, 
of    considerable  embarrassment  in  re- 
spect of  ^s  Bill ;  and  certainly,  as  far 
as  I  am  myself  concerned,  I  feel  not 


only  in  a  position  of  some  embarrass* 
ment,  but  also  to  a  certain  extent  of 
vexation.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
the  proposal  I  made  a  few  weeks  a^ 
ought  to  have  been  more  successful  m 
securing  a  satisfactory  result  than  it  has 
been.  The  situation  is  this.  A  scheme 
for  the  drainage  of  Belfast  went  last 
year  before  a  Select  Committee  of  this 
House — a  Private  Bill  Committee.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  North 
Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  a  short  time 
ago  expressed  the  greatest  confidence  in 
the  impartiality  of  Select  Committees  of 
this  House. 

Mb.  T.  M.  healy  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  said  where  politics  were  not  involved. 

Me.  COURTNEY:  Yes;  where  poli- 
tics were  not  involved.  But  the  method 
to  be  adopted  in  regard  to  the  drainage 
of  the  town  of  Belfast  is  not  a  ques- 
tion involving  politics ;  and,  therefore, 
I  can  see  no  reason  why  the  deci- 
sion of  a  Private  Bill  Committee  on 
this  Bill  should  not  receive  the  same 
support  of  this  House  which  the  deci- 
sions of  Private  BUI  Committees  usually 
receive.  After  the  Bill  came  back  to 
us  from  the  Committee  a  clause  was 
intxoduced  into  it  on  Beport  extend- 
ing the  municipal  franchise  in  Belfast, 
and  in  that  form  it  passed  this  House. 
The  Bill  then  went  up  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  who  struck  out  that  clause,  re- 
examined in  detail  the  whole  of  the 
drainage  scheme,  heard  all  the  opposi- 
tion that  could  be  made  to  it,  and 
affirmed  the  propriety  of  the  scheme 
generally.  The  scheme  of  drainage, 
therefore,  which  is  contained  in  this  Bill 
for  the  town  of  Belfast  has  been 
affirmed  and  sanctioned  by  Commit- 
tees of  both  Houses,  and  that  fact  is 
undoubtedly  one  which  deserves  our 
consideration!  That  is  the  present 
situation.  Although  the  Bill  has  been 
opposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton),  on  the  last  occasion 
when  the  subject  was  before  the  House 
the  hon.  Member  admitted  that  he  was 
quite  willing  to  allow  the  measure  to  go 
on  if  the  municipal  franchise  were  ex- 
tended, so  that  his  opposition  was  not 
to  this  scheme  as  a  drainage  scheme, 
but  he  desired  to  make  it  compulsory  to 
proceed  with  the  Bill  for  the  extension 
of  the  franchise.  What  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  stated  to-day  confirms  that 
view — namely,  that  this  scheme  for 
drainage,  whatever  may  have  been  said 
about  it  at  any  public  meeting  in  Bel- 
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fast,  is,  on  its  merits,  a  drainage  scheme 
which  ought  to  receive  the  support  of 
this  House.  It  comes  before  us  with 
the  approval  and  the  authority  of  two 
Committees,  and  with  the  implied 
approval  of  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast.  When  the  question  was  under 
discussion  on  the  last  occasion,  there 
was  a  Bill  before  the  House  promoted  by 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Mid 
Armagh  (Sir  James  Corry)  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  franchise  in  certain  boroughs 
in  Ireland.  [Mr.  T.  M.  Hbalt  :  Eleven  in 
all.]  I  understood  that  the  measure  re* 
ceived  general  assent,  not  only  on  this 
side,  but  upon  the  other  side  of  the  House ; 
and  I  suggested  that  if  this  Bill  were 
postponed  for  three  weeks  there  might 
be  a  prospect,  in  the  meantime,  of  push- 
ing forward  the  Municipal  Franchise 


tm. 


Bill,  and  passing  it  into  law.  I  had  no 
idea  at  that  time  that  the  Bill  would  be 
cut  down  to  a  BUI  for  extending  the  fran- 
chise in  Belfast  only.  That  was  no  part 
of  my  idea,  although,  no  doubt,  it  was 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  that  principle 
in  operation  in  Belfast  that  the  sugges- 
tion was  then  made.  As  soon  as  the 
proposal  to  postpone  the  Bill  for  some 
weeks  was  made,  it  was  followed  by  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  North 
Antrim  (Sir  Charles  Lewis),  who  inti- 
mated that  if  nobody  else  would  block  the 
Franchise  Bill  he  would.  The  hon.  Ba- 
ronet did  block  the  Bill ;  but  the  block 
was  subsequently  taken  off,  and  we  have 
been  informed  this  afternoon  that  it 
disappeared  in  consequence  of  some 
arrangement  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Franchise  Bill  should  be  confined  to  the 
town  of  Belfast.  It  must  not,  how- 
ever, be  forgotten  that  the  Bill  was  also 
blocked  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Cork  (Dr.  Tanner).  The  promoters  of 
the  Franchise  Bill  now  feel  under  a 
debt  of  honour  not  to  go  on  with  it 
unless  it  is  accepted  upon  those  lines. 
I  confess  that,  personally,  I  am  sorry 
that  the  Bill  has  been  restricted  in  its 
scope ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  believe 
there  is  a  precedent  for  extending  by  a 
Public  Bill  the  municipal  franchise  in 
one  of  the  boroughs  of  Ireland.  [Mr.  T. 
M.  Hbaly  :  DubHn.]  Yes ;  the  City  of 
Dublin.  It  is  now  proposed  to  proceed 
on  the  same  lines  in  regard  to  the  City 
of  Belfast,  leaving  out  the  other  10 
boroughs  of  Ireland.  If  the  proposal 
to  adjourn  the  present  Bill  until  the 
20th  of  June  were  coupled  with  an 
undertaking  not  to  oppose  the  modified 
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Bill,  I  think  the  House  might  listen  to 
the  proposal  for  the  further  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate ;  but  there  would  not 
be  the  slightest  use  in  adjourning  the 
debate  until  the  20tb  of  June  if  it  is 
understood  that  the  progress    of    the 
Municipal    Franchise    Bill    is    to     be 
blocked  again,  so  that,  in  its  modified 
shape,  it  will  not  be  allowed  to  go  on. 
The  promoters  of  the  Bill  have  pretty 
plainly  intimated  that  they  will  not  go 
on  with  it  except  in  its  modified  form. 
Therefore,  if  that  Bill  cannot  go  on  in 
any   other    shape    than    its    restricted 
application  to  Belfast,   the  House,    I 
think,  had  better  come  to  a  decision  to- 
day as  to  whether  it  will   accept  this 
scheme  of  main  drainage,  approved,  as 
it    has    been,    by    Private    Bill  Com- 
mittees of  both  Houses,  or  whether  it 
will  refuse  to  assent  to  it  in  consequence 
of  the  state  of  the  franchise  in  Belfast. 
That  is  the  practical  question,   and   I 
hope  it  will  be  decided  in  a  practical 
manner.     I  confess,  for  my  own  part, 
that  leaving  the  other  10  boroughs  out 
of  consideration,  if  the  iinderstanding  is 
come  to  that  the  Bill  for  the  extension 
of  the  franchise  in  Belfast  alone  will  go 
on,  it  would  not  be  reasonable  to  hang 
up  the  Drainage  Bill  until  that  measure 
becomes  law.     The  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton)  has  a  num- 
ber of  Amendments  on  the  Paper   in 
reference  to  the  Bill  for  the  extension  of 
the  municipal  franchise.      I  must  tell 
him,  however,  that  one  of  the  clauses  he 
proposes  to  insert  is  jof  an  unusual  and 
objectionable  character,  inasmuch  as  it 
requires    that    the    operation    of    this 
particular  Bill  shall  be  hung  up  until 
the  Municipal  Council  has  been  recon- 
stituted. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  That  was  the  course 
taken  in  the  case  of  Dublin,  which  baa 
already  been  referred  to. 

Mr.  COUKTNEY  :  The  first  clause 
which  the  hon.  Member  proposes  may 
be  admissible  in  an  amended  form,  but 
the  second  clause  which  he  proposes 
would  not  be  admissible  as  an  Amend- 
ment in  the  Bill  in  Committee.  It  is 
not  within  the  scope  of  the  Bill,  and 
could  not  be  introduced  in  Committee. 
It  may  be  proposed  on  the  Beport  stage, 
but  not  in  Committee.  I  only  desire 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast 
should  not  be  under  any  misapprehen* 
sion  in  that  respect.  The  best  way  to 
get  out  of  the  difficulty  in  which  we  are 
now  placed  will  be,  I  think,  to  agree 
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that  the  Municipal  Franchise  Bill  should 
be  extended  to  Belfast  only ;  and  if  an 
aiTan(2:ement  of  that  kind  is  oome  to, 
then  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  might  be 
satisfied  to  consent  to  an  adjournment 
of  the  present  debate  until  the  20th  of 
June. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
The  House  will  remember  that  when 
this  Bill  was  under  discussion  on  the 
last  occasion  I  moved  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate  until  to-day.  I  did  so  on 
a  perfectly  distinct  and  specified  ground. 
I  stated  that  I  did  not  know  anything 
about  the  merits  of  the  Bill  itself,  but 
that  I  considered  it  absurd  to  tax  the 
people  of  Belfast  to  the  extent  of 
£500,000,  with  so  limited  a  franchise  in 
the  town  of  Belfast  itself.  Well,  Sir, 
there  is  a  Bill  now  before  the  House  for 
extending  the  franchise. 

Mb.  sexton  :  No ;  for  extending  it 
generally  in  all  the  boroughs  of  Ire- 
land. 

Mb,  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  I  am  in 
favour  of  extending  the  franchise  gene- 
rally in  all  the  boroughs  of  Lreland,  but 
I  am  not  prepared  to  prevent  Belfast 
from  getting  it  because  the  majority  of 
the  House  are  not  willing  to  confer  it 
upon  all  the  other  boroughs.  The  diffi- 
culty which  arose  this  morning  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Franchise  Bill  arose  from 
Members  below  the  Gangway,  and  was 
in  no  way  due  to  the  hon.  Baronet  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  (Sir  James  Corry); 
and  as  my  opposition  was  limited  to  the 
question  of  the  franchise,  1  am  bound 
to  say  that  if  the  Bill  goes  to  a  Division 
I  shall  now  support  it. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
With  regard  to  what  has  fallen  from 
the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  I 
should  like  to  say  one  or  two  words.  It 
is  perfectly  correct  that  I  said  I  had 
faith  in  the  decision  of  a  Committee  of 
this  House  where  politics  are  not  con- 
cerned. No  doubt.  Select  Committees 
of  both  Houses  have  approved  of  this 
main  drainage  scheme ;  but  in  this  in- 
stance there  is  a  distinct  political  issue 
raised,  and  although  this  House  may 
approve,  in  the  abstract,  of  the  drainage 
of  Belfast,  or  the  drainage  of  the  water* 
shed  of  Central  AiHca,  seeing  that  there 
would  be  no  political  question  as  to  where 
the  outfall  should  be,  and  would  be  in- 
different as  to  the  cost  of  it ;  but  when, 
in  this  particular  instance,  we  have  the 
additional  fact  that  the  entire  Town 
Council  of  Belfast  are  opposed  by  the 


general  body  of  the  ratepayers,  although 
they  are  of  the  same  religion  and  politi- 
cal principles  as  themselves,  there  must 
be  something  involved  in  the  measure 
far  beyond   the   ordinary  engineering 
details  of  a  Private  Bill.     We  are  told 
that  there  has  been  no  town's  meeting 
convened  by  the  Town  Council  in  sup- 
port of  the  Bill,  and  I  maintain  that 
mere  engineering  matters  sink  into  in- 
significance, and  that  the  opposition  to 
the  measure  arises  from  much  more  im- 
portant principles.   The  real  question  is, 
have  the  people  of  Belfast  had  an  op- 
portunity of  approving   the   measure? 
The  Member  in  charge  of  the  Franchise 
Bill  is  an  expelled  Member  for  one  of 
the  Divisions  of  Belfast,  having  been 
expelled  by  the  present  Member  for  East 
Belfast  (Mr.  De  Cobain),  who  had  been 
borough  cashier  to  the  Corporation  of 
Belfast  at  a  salary  of  £1,000  a-year. 
The  Corporation    dismissed  him  from 
Uhat   position    because     he     had    the 
I  audacity  to  oppose  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
i  Member  for  Mid  Armagh  (Sir  James 
j  Corry).    The  hon.  Gentleman,  neverthe- 
I  less,  persisted  in  his  opposition  to  the 
I  hon.  Baronet,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
exercise  of  the  entire  power  of  the  Town 
Council,  succeeded  in  expelling  the  hon. 
Baronet  from  the  representation  of  East 
Belfast.      Her  Majesty's  Ck>vemment, 
however,  gave  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Armagh    the    usual    consolation  of  a 
Baronetcy,  and  he  has  been  returned 
since  to  represent  Mid  Armagh.      That 
fact  shows,  I  think,  that  a  deep  feeling 
exists  in  the  town  of  Belfast  upon  these 
questions.      Perhaps    the    House    will 
allow  to  me  to  refer  for  a  moment  to  the 
argument  of  inconvenience.     I  presume 
that    Her   Majesty's   Government   are 
seriously  anxious  to  save  the  time  of  the 
House,  and  if  the  time  of  the  House  is 
wasted  the  Government  have  only  them- 
selves to  thank  for  the  shuffling  way  in 
which   they  have   treated  the   matter. 
Ten  days  ago  I  asked  the  Government  if 
they  were  going  to  support  the  Motion 
of  the  hon.  Baronet  to  confine  the  Fran- 
chise Bill  to  Belfast  alone.    The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  said  he  could  not 
answer  the  Question ;  and,  therefore,  I 
put  the  same  Question  to  the  Under  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland,  and  he  said  that  at 
the  proper  time  he  would  answer  the 
Question.      Now,    '^the  proper   time" 
occurred  very  late  at  night,  and  neither 
the  Attorney  (General  for  Ireland,  nor 
the  Chief  Secretary,  nor  the  Under  So- 
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oretary  chose  to  be  in  his  place,  although 
they  were  all  in  their  places  a  few  mo- 
ments before,  when  a  Division  was  taken 
on  the  Oriminal  Law  Amendment  (Ire- 
land) Bill.  The  moment  the  Division 
was  taken  they  skedaddled,  well  know- 
ing that  this  Bill  was  coming  on.  Now, 
I  considered  that  that  was  a  most  unfair 
way  in  which  to  treat  the  House,  and  I 
said  I  would  not  allow  the  House  to  go 
into  Committee  until  we  had  a  statement 
from  the  Government.  Upon  the  distinct 
understanding  that  the  Bill  was  to  ex- 
tend to  the  whole  of  Ireland  I  did  not 
oppose  the  Motion  for  going  into  Com- 
mittee. It  was  not  until  pressure  was  put 
on  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Antrim 
(Sir  Charles  Lewis)  from  his  own  side 
that  the  block  he  had  placed  against  the 
Bill  was  withdrawn,  and  we  are  now 
told  that  the  block  was  only  withdrawn 
on  the  distinct  understanding  with  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  North 
Antrim  that  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
shall  only  apply  to  the  borough  of  Bel- 
fast. But  there  was  another  block 
against  the  Bill,  which  had  been  placed 
on  the  Paper  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Mid  Cork  (Dr.  Tanner). 

Mb.  COURTNEY :  It  was  admitted 
last  time  that  that  was  an  indiscretion. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  believe  that 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid 
Cork  never  acts  with  indiscretion, 
but  as  a  matter  of  principle.  My  hon. 
Friend  withdrew  the  block  on  an  appeal 
being  made  to  him  from  this  side  of  the 
House,  and  the  block  of  my  hon.  Friend 
was  removed  by  us,  just  as  the  block  of 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  North 
Antrim  was  removed  by  hon.  Qentle- 
men  opposite.  We  made  a  compact 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Cork  to 
withdraw  his  block,  hearing  that,  in  that 
case,  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Antrim 
would  remove  his  block  also.  But  we 
were  not  informed — and  I  trust  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  will  see 
that  this  is  a  substantial  matter — we 
were  not  informed  that  any  terms  what- 
ever had  been  made  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Antrim  as  to  the  with- 
drawal of  his  block.  We  knew  nothing 
whatever  of  the  fact  that  part  of  the  un- 
derstanding upon  which  the  block  was 
to  be  withdrawn  was  that  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill  were  to  apply  to  one  borough 
only.  If  I  had  known  of  that  proposal 
I  would  have  put  down  a  block  in  my 
own    name,    because   I   strongly  pro- 

Mr.  T.  M.  Hoaly 


test  against  the  Bill  bving  allowed  to 
proceed  on  the  understanding  that  it  is 
to  apply  to  one  borough  only.    If  that 
understanding  was  made  part  of  the 
bargain,  the  withdrawal  of  the  block  on 
this  side  of  the  House  was  obtained 
under  false  pretences.     Surely  we  have 
as  much  claim  to  fair  treatment  in  pri- 
vate matters  as  we  have  in  our  public 
capacity,  and  we  were  entitled  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  any  private  un- 
derstanding which  had  been  arrived  at 
between  the  two    hon.  Baronets — the 
Member  for  Mid  Armagh  and  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Antrim.    I  now  see  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary in  his  place  for  ,the  first  time  this 
evening,    and  I  hope  it  has  not   dis- 
tressed him  to  come  down  at  this  early 
hour.    I  have  been  pointing  out  that 
neither  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  nor 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  nor  the 
Under  Secretary  was  in  his  place  when 
we  allowed    the    Municipal  Franchise 
Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Armagh 
to  go  into  Committee,  on  the  distinct 
understanding  that  it  was  to  apply  to  the 
whole  of  Ireland.     That  understanding 
has  now  been  broken.    And  now  let  me 
say  a  word  upon  the  question  of  con- 
venience.    I  koow  that  i^ny  argument 
as  to  inconvenience  and  wasting   the 
time  of  the  House  has  much  weight  with 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.    Should 
the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend  for  the 
postponement  of  this  Bill  be  defeated 
there  must  be  a  long  discussion,  which 
will  probably  occupy  the  whole  of  the 
evening,    upon    the    question    of    the 
action    of    the    House    of    Lords     in 
knocking  the  Franchise  Clause  out   of 
the  Drainage  Bill.    A  long  debate  on 
the  merits  of  the  Bill  and  on  the  ex* 
cision  of  the  Franchise  Clause  will  pro- 
bably waste  the  entire  night.     On   the 
other  hand,  if  the  Government  assent  to 
the  Motion  for  adjourning  the  debate, 
and  will  give  us  an  opportunity  of  placing 
the  whole  of  the  ooroughs  of  Ireland 
on    the    same   principle    of    equality 
which  is  extended  to  the  boroughs  of 
England  and  Scotland,   there    will    l>e 
no  difficulty  in  passing  the  Main  Drain- 
age Bill.    I  am  glad  to  see  the  nglxt 
hon.    Member  for  West  Birming^ham 
(Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  in  his  place,  and  X 
hope  we  shall   not  only  have  his    aixp^ 
port,  but  that  of  the  noble  Marqi&ees 
the  Member  for  Bossendale  (the   A£ar-- 
quess  of  Hartington) — the  real  Govern^ 
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ment  in  Office.    Are  they  going  to  say 
that  a  municipal  franchise  which  has 
existed  in  England  and  Scotland  for  25 
years  is  not  to  be  applied  to  the  corpo- 
rate towns  of  Ireland  ?  We  are  told  that 
the  Bill  will  not  pass  if  it  is  allowed  to 
remain  intact.    At  present  it  is  a  Bill 
which  is  to  be  applied  to  the  whole  of 
Ireland ;  but  it  is  proposed  to  restrict 
il  to  Belfast    alone.      Let  the  House 
of   Lords  restrict  it  to   Belfast  alone 
if    they  like    to   take    that    responsi- 
bility    into    their    hands.     I     would 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.   Member  for 
West  Birmingham  whether  he  desires 
to  see  the  extension  of  the  municipal 
franchise   in  Ireland  restricted  to  the 
town  of  Belfast?  There  are  wards  in 
Limerick  in  which  the  municipal  voters 
are  so  few  that  there  cannot  be  a  con- 
t^t.    It  takes  20  voters  to  justify  a  con- 
test, and  in  one  of  the  wards  in  Limerick 
there  are  only  18.    Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  prepared  to  support  a  re- 
stricted franchise  of  that  nature?    In 
Waterford  there  are  no  rates  levied,  be- 
cause there  is  plenty  of  municipal  pro- 
perty ;  but  there  are  not  more  than  100 
voters  in  the  entire  municipal  borough. 
Are  we,  with  our  eyes  open,  to  allow 
these  restricted  franchises  to  exist  ?    Is 
it  not  a   duty  to  our  constituents  to 
protest  against    them,   and  make   the 
Franchise    Bill    general,    leaving   the 
House  of  Lords,  if  they  like,  to  restrict 
its  application  to  the  borough  of  Bel- 
fast?    We  ought  not  to  allow  a  Muni- 
cipal  Bill  deeding  with  the  whole  of 
Ireland  to  be  shrunk  into  such  miser- 
able dimensions    that  it  will  apply  to 
Belfast  alone.  The  hon.  Member  for  East 
Belfast  (Mr.  De  Cobain)  said  that  there 
is  no  demand  for  it  in  the  rest  of  Ireland. 
It  may  be  said  that  there  was  no  demand 
tat  it  in  Belfast  until  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton) 
came  forward  to  oppose  the  restriction. 
The  entire    credit  is  due  to  my  hon. 
Friend  for  all  that  has  been  done  since. 
When  the  rest  of  the  people  of  Ireland  see 
that  the  Bill  has  passed  a  second  reading 
aod  got  into  Committee,  and  that  they 
hare  the  haven  within  sight,  will  they 
be  content  to  see  the  franchise  restricted 
to  one  borough?    I  am  afraid  we  are 
asked  to  do  a  thing  which  will  be  scouted 
by  our  constituents.     Seeing  that   the 
Government    opposite    is    not    a  Tory 
Ooiremment,  but  a  Unionist   Qovern- 
xoenty  and  that  the  House  has  assented 


on  half-a-dozen  previous  occasions  to 
the  principle  of  extending  to  Ireland 
the  provisions  relating  to  the  municipal 
franchise  which  now  exist  in  England 
and  Scotland,  I  ask  the  Government  to 
see  that  a  way  shall  be  found  out  of  this 
holdfast,  and  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  shall  not  be  restricted  to  Belfast 
alone.  My  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Mid  Oork  would  certainly  never  have 
taken  off  his  block  if  he  could  have 
known  that  such  an  understanding  had 
been  arrived  at 

Sib  JAMES  CORBY  (Armagh.  Mid): 
I  can  afford  to  pass  by  the  references 
which  have  been  made  to  myself  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  North 
Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy).  But 
having  the  charge  of  the  Municipal 
Franchise  Bill  I  think  it  right  to  say 
how  the  matter  stands.  Immediately 
after  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Qentle- 
man  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means, 
I  endeavoured  to  put  myself  in  com« 
munication  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton),  and  I  told 
him  that  I  found  it  entirely  impossible 
to  proceed  with  the  Bill  as  it  stood,  but 
that  if  it  was  confined  to  Belfast  I  had 
no  doubt  that  it  would  pass.  He  said 
that  it  was  impossible  for  him  at  that 
time  to  give  me  any  reply  to  the  question, 
but  that  he  would  consult  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Cork  (Dr.  Tanner),  and 
would  let  me  know  later  on  what  course 
it  would  be  possible  to  take.  A  few 
days  afterwards  the  hon.  Member  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  mentioned  the 
matter  to  some  Members  of  his  Party, 
and  that  some  were  in  favour  of  the 
proposal,  while  others  were  not.  As  far 
as  he  was  concerned,  he  was  prepared, 
when  the  Bill  came  before  the  House,  to 
support  its  restriction  to  Belfast. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  Will  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet  allow  me  to  say  a  word  in  expla- 
nation ?  What  I  said  was  that,  even  if 
the  Bill  was  passed  in  its  restricted 
form,  I  should  no  further  oppose  the 
Main  Drainage  Bill. 

Sib  JAMES  CORBY :  I  understood 
the  hon.  Member  to  say  that  if  the  Bill 
was  proceeded  with,  and  restricted  to 
Belfast,  he  would  not  oppose  it,  but 
would  do  the  best  he  could  to  induce 
other  hon.  Members  of  the  Party  to 
which  he  belongs  to  accept  it.  To  my 
knowledge,  there  have  been  consider- 
able differences  of  opinion  among  the 
Nationalists  already  in  refer, ace  to  this 
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Bill.  When  I  found  that  a  block 
had  been  attached  to  it  by  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  North  Antrim 
(Sir  Oharles  Lewis)  I  spoke  to  him 
upon  the  matter,  and  arranged  that  it 
should  be  taken  off,  on  the  understand- 
ing, however,  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  should  be  limited  to  Belfast.  The 
result  was  that,  on  the  second  reading,  I 
explained  to  the  House  my  intention  to 
move  ultimately  that  the  Bill  should  be 
restricted  to  Belfast.  I  did  that  in  per- 
fect good  faith,  because  the  clause  which 
the  Hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  had 
introduced  into  the  Drainage  Bill  in  this 
House,  and  which  was  struck  out  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  only  applied  to  Belfast ; 
and  I  was  very  anxious  that,  as  far  as  I 
was  concerned,  I  should  endeavour  to 
carry  out  the  understanding  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast,  and 
secure  the  passing  of  the  Municipal 
Franchise  Bill.  The  clause  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  had  in- 
troduced into  the  Drainage  Bill  was 
entirely  contrary  to  all  precedent.  There 
is  no  precedent  whatever,  as  far  as  I 
know,  for  the  introduction  of  a  Fran- 
chise Clause  into  a  Bill  of  that  kind. 
When  the  Bill  had  been  read  a  second 
time  I  named  Monday  last  for  the  Com- 
mittee ;  but  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  North  Longford  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy)  asked  me  to  name  Tuesday, 
which  I  did.  On  Tuesday  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  asked  me  to 
postpone  the  Committee  stage  still  fur- 
ther until  Thursday,  so  that  he  might  be 
able  to  communicate  with  his  friends. 
I  was,  therefore,  much  astonished  this 
morning,  when  the  Bill  came  on,  to  find 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  North 
Longford  declaring  that  he  was  prepared 
to  reject  a  Bill  which  restricted  the 
franchise  to  Belfast,  and  that  he  would 
only  support  a  Bill  for  the  whole  of  Ire- 
land. 1  had  no  opportunity  of  consult- 
ing the  members  of  the  Corporation  of 
Belfast  on  the  subject ;  but  I  had  un- 
doubtedly understood  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers belonging  to  the  Nationalist  Party 
below  the  Gangway  were  prepared  to 
accept  the  restriction  of  the  measure  to 
Belfast.  I  certainly  fell  in  with  that 
view ;  but  I  cannot  consent  to  the  fur- 
ther postponement  of  the  present  Bill, 
seeing  that  the  question  of  the  main 
drainage  is  one  of  the  most  urgent  im- 
portance. It  is  an  entire  mistake  to  say 
that  the  majority  of  the  people  of  Bel- 
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fast  are  opposed  to  this  scheme ;  and  I 
think  I  ought  to  know,  from  my  long 
residence  in  Belfast,  the  views  of  the 
people  of  that  town  quite  as  well  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Belfast  (Mr.  De 
Cobain).  I  say,  unhesitatingly,  that  this 
is  a  Bill  approved  of  by  everybody  who 
knows  anything  of  the  requirements  of 
the  town,  and  who  have  any  stake  in 
the  prosperity  of  Belfast,  and  who  are 
anxious  to  see  that  prosperity  going  on 
with  increased  vigour.     The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Belfast  says  that  if  the  BiU 
were  postponed,  or  even  if  the  Bill  were 
rejected,   the  corporate    funds  of  the 
borough  are  quite  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  out  a  scheme  of  main 
drainage.     I  quite  understand  the  sug- 
gestion which  he  makes,   and  that  is 
that  the  profits  of  the  Gas  Works,  which 
belong  to  the  town,  should  be  applied  to 
this  purpose.     His  suggestion  would  not 
only  relieve  the  owners  of  small  pro- 
perty from  taxation,  but  it  would  sunply 
remove  the  burden  from  one  class  to 
another.     As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  have 
heard  many  of  the  opponents  of  the  Bill 
state  at  various  deputations  that  they 
are  not  opposed  to  the  main  drainage 
scheme,  and  that  it  is  only  because  they 
have  been  disappointed  in  not  getting 
what  they  want  that  they  now  oppose  it. 
The  fact  is  that  the    main    drainage 
scheme  is  one  which  is  very  much  re- 
quired, and  it  would  be  a  very  great 
mistake  if  it  were  fnrther  postponed.     I 
shall  certainly  oppose  the  Motion  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Leitrim  (Mr.  Con- 
way) has  made,  unless  there  is  an  agree- 
ment that  the  Franchise  Bill,  which  I 
have  had  the  honour  to  bring  in,  shall 
be  restricted  to  Belfast  alone.    If  such 
an  agreement  were  arrived  at,  I  should 
have  no  objection  to  postpone  this  Bill 
until  the  20th  of  June. 

Mr.  JOHN    MORLEY  rNewcastle- 
upon-Tyne) :  I  really  should  like  to  hear 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  what  is  in  the  mind  of  the 
Qovernment  with  reference  to  the  Fran- 
chise Question.   It  is  scarcely  fair  to  the 
House  to  leave  it  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
purpose  of  the  Government  in  reference 
to  the  Franchise  Bill,  and  the  OoTern- 
ment  must  be  aware  that  whether  they 
were  going  to  accept  the  limited  pro- 
posal of  the  hon.  Baronet  or  the  BUI  in 
its  entirety    goes  to    the  root    of    the 
matter.    If  the  Government  will  tell  us 
what  line  they  are  going  to  take  in 
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ference  to  tbe  Bill,  it  will  probably  have 
the  effect  of  throwing  the  responsibility 
on  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Qangway 
aa  to  the  course  which  may  be  pursued. 
I  vould  therefore  press  on  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  tell  us,  as  shortly  as  he 
likes,  but  quite  distinctly,  what  course 
he  and  his  Colleagues  are  going  to  take. 
The  chief  8ECRETAEY  for  IRE- 
LAND)(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub)  (Manchester, 
£.]:  It  appears  to  me  that  we  are  now 
considering  the  Main  Drainage  Bill,  and 
not  the  merits  of  the  Franchise  Bill.    It 
is  quite  clear  that  whether  it  be  right  or 
VTong  to  test  the  merits  of  a  local  scheme 
of  drainage  by  the  question  of  an  exten- 
uon  of  the    municipal  franchise,  the 
eonnection  is  an  unnatural  one  which 
ought  no  longer  to  be  allowed  to  exist, 
and  if  we  cannot  come  to  some  agree- 
ment to-night,  the  opinion  of  the  House 
ought  to  be  taken  upon  the  Drainage 
M  by  iteelf.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
nian  opposite  asks  me  what  course  the 
Government  intend  to  take  in  regard  to 
tie  Franchise  Bill.    I  do  not  think  that 
I  am  at  this  moment  called  upon  to  ex- 
press any  judgment  with  regard  to  the 
abstract  merits  or  demerits  of  a  scheme 
for  extending  the  municipal   franchise 
in  every  borough  in  Ireland.     The  pre- 
unt  occasion  is  one  on  which  such  a 
zneiwure  could  not  be  carried  through, 
Mid  I  should  not  support  but  oppose  it 
ttpon  a  Bill  of  this  character,  without 
eipr^mg  any  views  on  the  general 
question.     Everything  connected  with 
to  Bill  has  been  siogular  and  anoma- 
lous, and  I  hope  that  the  precedent  will 
Bever  be  followed  again.    If  we  look  at 
the  question  of  the  municipal  franchise 
on  its  merits  it  does  appear  to  mo  that  it 
jDsy  be  discussed  on  the   Bill,  limited 
^  its  scope,  which  has  been   framed 
ty  my  hon.  Friend  the   Member    for 
Mid  Amagh  (Sir  James  Oorry).    If  the 
Committee,  whose  duty  it  is  to  deal  with 
tte  Bill,  will  accept  the  limited  scope  of 
the  measure,  confining  its  operation  to 
^  City  of  Belfast,  the  Government  will 
be  happy  to  give  any  assistance  they 
«n.    [Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  :  Why  ?]  For 
^^sona  which  I  have  laid  before  the 
House  already-    The  right  hon.  Qentle- 
>BtQ  opposite  has  asked  me  what  the 
policy  of  the  Government  is  ?    I  hope  I 
we  explained  the  position  of  the  Go- 
▼enunent.    If  I  were  to  state  more  fully 
^  motlTes  which    influence   them,   I 
^ald  probably  be  ruled  out  of  Order. 

^OL.  OOOXV.     Lthito  8ebie8."| 


I  have,  however,  explained  the  course 
the  Government  are  prepared  to  take  in 
the  matter,  and  I  would  ask  the  House 
if  an  arrangement  cannot  be  come  to  by 
which  the  Franchise  Bill  may  be  limited 
to  Belfast,  at  all  events  to  finally  an- 
nounce whether  this  Drainage  Bill  is  to 
be  passed  or  not,  and  bring  to  an  end 
this  melancholy  contest  upon  which  we 
have  alreadv  wasted  so  much  time. 

Mb.  JUSTIN  MCCARTHY  (London- 
derry City):  I  believe  it  is  an  entire 
mistake  on  the  part  of  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  say 
that  this  is  the  only  instance  of  the 
tacking  on  a  Franchise  Clause  to  a 
Private  *  Bill.  I  believe  that  it  has 
been  done  over  and  over  again.  To 
come  to  the  question  more  imme- 
diately before  the  House,  I  believe  we 
are  reduced  to  this  position — shall  we 
accept  or  shall  we  not  accept  the  sug-* 
gestion  made  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.  Now, 
as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  regret,  as 
most  of  my  hon.  Friends  do,  the  attempt 
to  strike  out  of  the  Municipal  Franchise 
Bill  all  reference  to  any  place  except  the 
borough  of  Belfast.  I  will  go  further, 
and  say  that  I  regret  very  much  that 
any  arrangement  has  been  made  which 
seems  to  support  and  sanction  a  pro- 
ceeding of  that  kind  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  Everyone  who  will  go  back  into 
the  history  of  this  measure  will  see  per- 
fectly well  that  it  is  a  measure  the  prin- 
ciple of  which  has  again  and  again 
been  affirmed  upon  this  side  of  the 
House.  The  hon.  Member  for  East 
Belfast  (Mr.  De  Cobain)  and  some  other 
hon.  Members  seem  to  think  that  Bel- 
fast is  a  city  peculiarly  wanting  this  in- 
creased and  improved  franchise,  and 
which  has  expressed  a  special  desire  to 
obtain  it.  I  assure  him  that  upon  that 
matter  he  is  entirely  mistaken.  Belfast 
has,  no  doubt,  had  peculiar  opportunities 
for  pressing  her  wishes  upon  the  House 
in  a  decisive  manner.  But  I  assure  him 
that  in  the  City  of  Derry,  which  I  repre- 
sent, there  is  quite  as  great  a  need  for 
an  extended  franchise.  I  say  with  con- 
fidence that  a  great  dissatisfaction  is  ex- 
pressed there  against  the  present  fran- 
chise, and  that  there  is  as  strong  and 
popular  a  desire  for  a  better  state  of 
things  as  prevails  even  in  Belfast  or  in 
any  other  borough  in  Ireland.  Still  we 
have  now  brought  down  the  question  to 
a  narrow  issue — namely,   whether  we 
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ought  to  accept  the  proposal  of  the  Ohair- 
man  of  Ways  and  Means  or  not.  Speak- 
ing now  only  for  myself,  I  am  willing  to 
accept  that  proposal.  I  think  that,  at 
any  rate,  we  should  gain  something  for 
Belfast,  and  that  we  shall  gain  nothing, 
even  for  Belfast,  if  we  reject  it.  There- 
fore, I  cannot  take  on  myself  the  re- 
sponsibOity  of  rejecting  the  proposition; 
and,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  shall 
offer  no  further  opposition  to  the  progress 
of  the  Franchise  Bill. 

Question,  "That  the  word  'now' 
stand  part  of  the  Question,"  put,  and 
negatived. 

Question,  ''  That  the  words  '  on  Mon- 
day 20th  June,'  be  there  added,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put. 

Consideration  of  Lords  Amendments 
deferred  till  Monday  20th  June. 

Mr.  T.  M.  .HEALY  (Longford.  N.) : 
By  way  of  (personal  explanation,  I  wish 
to  say  that,  although  I  do  not  oppose 
the  Lords'  Amendments,  I  wish  it  to  be 
clearly  understood  that  I  do  not  consider 
myself  in  the  least  bound  not  to  oppose 
the  Franchise  Bill  in  its  restricted  form. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY   {re-com^ 
mitted)  BILL  {hy  Order). 

GONSIDERATION. 

BiU,  as  amended,  considered. 

The  president  op  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  I  wish 
to  explain  that  it  is  proposed  in  the  Bill 
to  give  certain  market  rights  to  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway  Company.  The 
Company  already  possess  certain  markets 
in  crowded  localities  in  the  East  End  of 
London,  but  they  have  held  them  with- 
out any  market  rights,  and  it  is  pro- 
posed in  this  Bill  to  give  them  certain 
market  rights  and  legal  authority  for 
holding  these  markets.  When  the  Bill 
was  before  the  House  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, I  considered  it  my  duty  to  ask  the 
House  to  refer  it  back  to  the  Committee 
to  consider  whether  or  not  some  pro- 
vision should  not  be  inserted  which 
would  deprive  the  Company  of  any 
vested  interests.  A  clause  was  inserted 
which  it  was  thought  would  carry  out 
that  intention ;  but  I  do  not  think  the 
clause  is  quite  dear  on  the  subject,  and 

Mr,  Jaetin  if  Carthy 


I  now  have  to  propose  that  the  clause 
be  omitted,  with  a  view  to  inserting 
another  clause  providing  that  on  any 
market  authority  starting  a  market  in 
the  neighbourhood,  they  may  be  able  to 
call  upon  the  Great  Eastern  Railway 
Company  to  close  their  market  without 
compensation.  By  that  means  the 
market  rights  of  the  Company  cannot 
by  any  possibility  come  into  conflict 
with  any  power  which  may  be  exer- 
cised by  a  Local  Authority.  That  is 
the  short  history  of  the  clause  which  I 
now  ask  the  House  to  read  a  second 
time.  I  beg  to  move,  after  Clause  61, 
to  insert  the  following  clause : — 

^  '*  In  the  event  of  any  public  authority  exer- 
cising the  powers  of  a  market  authority  for  any 
district  or  borough  in  which  the  fiishopsgate 
Market  or  the  Stratford  Market  is  situated,  and 
providing  adequate  market  accommodation  for 
such  district  or  borough,  such  authority  may 
give  notice  in  writing  to  the  Ck>mpany  that 
such  accommodation  has  been  provided ;  and, 
at  the  expiration  of  three  months  from  the  dato 
of  such  notice,  or  from  the  date  of  the  order 
hereinafter  referred  to  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  certifying  that  adequate  market  accom- 
modation within  the  meaning  of  this  section 
has  been  provided  by  the  public  authority,  the 
market  rights  and  powers  by  this  Act  vested  in 
the  Ck>mpany  shall  cease  and  determine  as  re- 

Sxds  the  Bishopsgate  Market  or  the  Stratford 
^  arket,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  no  compensa- 
tion shall  be  payable  to  the  Company  in  respect 
of  the  determination  of  such  rights  and  powers. 

Provided,  That,  if  the  Company  or  if  any 
person  interested  shall,  within  one  month  from 
the  giving  to  the  Company  of  such  notice  as 
aforesaid,  represent  in  writing  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  that  adequate  market  accom- 
modation within  the  meaning  of  this  section 
has  not  been  provided  by  the  public  authority, 
the  question  of  the  adequacy  or  inadequacy  of 
such  accommodation  shall  be  determined  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  who  shall  by  order 
certify  whether  or  not  adequate  market  accom* 
modation  within  the  meaning  of  this  section 
has  been  provided  by  the  public  authority,  and 
any  such  order  shall  be  conclusive  as  to  the 
fact. 

Provided  also,  That,  when  the  market  rights 
and  powers  by  this  Act  vested  in  the  Company 
have  ceased  and  determined  as  regards  either 
the  Bishopsgate  Market  or  the  Stratford  Market, 
the  Company  may  retain  the  site  of  such  marked 
as  part  of  their  Railway  undertaking. 

The  Local  Government  Boiurd  may  direct  any 
inquiries  to  be  held  by  their  inspectors  whidb. 
they  majr  deem  necessary  for  the  purposes  of 
this  section,  and  the  inspectors  of  the  Loca.1 
Government  Board  shall,  for  the  purposes  of 
any  such  inquiry,  have  all  such  powers  as  they 
have  for  the  purposes  of  inquiries  directed  \^y 
that  Board   under  'The  Public  Health  Act 
1875.'  • 

Any  expenses  incurred  by  the  Local  Govern « 
ment  Board  in  relation  to  any  inquiries  undev 
this  section,  including  the  expenses  of  any 
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n^ses  sammoned  by  the  inspector  holding  the 
inqmiy,  and  a  sam  to  be  fixed  by  that  Board, 
not  exceeding  three  guineas  a  day,  for  the  ser- 
Ticee  of  such  inspector  shall  be  paid  to  that 
Board  by  the  market  authority  or  the  Company, 
at  the  Local  Government  Board  may  by  order 
determine." 

Newdaose — 

(In  the  event  of  adequate  market  accommo- 
dation being  provided  by  public  authorities, 
Company's  market  rights  under  this  Act  to 
cease  without  entitling  them  to  compensation, 
&C. ,) — {Mr,  Ritehi$^ )—- 

— brought  upf  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mb.  BEADLAUGH  (Northampton): 
I  do  not  object  to  the  insertion  of  this 
clause.  The  points  to  which  I  desire  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  will,  I 
think,  be  more  fittingly  raised  upon  the 
Amendments  which  stand  on  the  Paper 
in  the  name  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  South- East  Essex  (Major 
Basch).  With  that  reservation,  I  offer 
no  opposition  to  the  clause. 

8m  JULIAN  GOLDSMID  (St.  Pan- 
craa,  S.)  :  I  believe  that  this  clause  will 
be  useless,  because  there  are  several 
daoses  of  the  Bill  which  the  House  will 
be  asked  to  reject  on  account  of  the 
▼arietj  of  interests  involved  in  them. 
Therefore,  if  we  accept  the  clause  for  the 
moment,  I  hope  it  will  be  thoroughly 
understood  that  we  are  not  to  be  pre- 
daded  from  o£Eering  opposition  to  other 
clauses. 

Qaestion  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added, 

Mk.  BURDETT  -  OOUTTS  (West- 
minster) :  I  beg  to  move  the  omission 
from  the  Preamble  of  paragraphs  1  and 
2.  I  have  to  apologize  to  the  House, 
especially  at  this  late  hour,  and  to  ask 
them  to  give  me  a  patient  hearing 
upon  this  subject.  It  is  a  one  to  which 
1  have  given  some  four  or  five  years  of 
rerj  close  study  and  even  of  practical 
work,  and  although  this  Bill  appears 
before  the  House  as  a  Private  Bill  it  is 
a  measure  which  introduces  questions 
which  relate  to  public  policy,  and  which 
are  altogether  unprecedented  in  our 
i^islation.  This  House,  Sir,  is  asked 
to  commit  itself  to  a  provision  which  will 

S're  into  the  hands  of  a  Bailway 
>mpany  an  enormous  extension  of  a 
mmiopoly  which  they  at  present  enjoy. 
It  is  asked  to  give  them  a  monopoly  over 


something,  which  I  submit  is  the  last 
thing  in  the  world  in  regard  to  which  a 
monopoly  should  be  exercised,  and  that 
is,  the  food  of  this  Metropolis.     That  is 
the  real  question  at  issue.     In  a  Paper 
which  has  been  distributed  by  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company  to  the  Mem- 
bers of  this  House,  this  morning,  I  see 
it  stated  that  the  opponents  of  the  Bill 
are  monopolists,    who   wish    to   retain 
monopolies  in  their  own  hands.     As  far 
as  I  am  personally  concerned,  everything 
that  I   have    done  in    regard  to  this 
market  question  in  London  has  been 
directed  towards    breaking  down    the 
monopoly  which  now  exists  in  regard  to 
the  food  supply,  and  in  getting  rid  of  the 
ring  in  connection   with  which    every 
question  of  the  food  supply  has  been 
tied  up.     I  am  well  aware  of  the  diffi- 
culties I  shall  have  to  encounter  in  op- 
posing a  powerful  Railway  Company — 
a  Railway  Company  which  has  four  of 
its  Directors  Members  of  this  House,  all 
of  them  sitting  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
That  is  one  of  the  difficulties  I  have  to 
contend  with,  and  I  am  also  aware  of  the 
difficulty  of  attempting  to  upset  the  de- 
cision of  the  Select  Committee  of  this 
House.    At  the  same  time,  I  maintain 
that  this  is  a  new  departure  in  the  spirit 
and  policy  of  our  legislation  in  regard  to 
railways ;  and,  therefore,  I  wish  to  take 
the  question  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Committee  of  four  Members   and  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  Directors  of   the 
Great  Eastern  Railway  Company,  and 
to  submit  it  to  the  general  judgment 
of  the  House,  and  of  those  who  are 
unwilling  to   consent  that  any  act  of 
public  policy  should  be  passed  in  this 
House  within  the  covers  of  a  Private 
Bill  without  having  first  received  the 
full  sanction  of  the  House.     Perhaps  I 
may  be  allowed  to  explain  that  the  op- 
position which  is  raised  to  this  part  of 
the  Bill  will  not  inconvenience  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company  with  regard 
to  the  Bill  generally.      The  Bill  itself  is 
an  Omnibus  Bill,  and  my  opposition  is 
confined  to  the  market  clauses  which 
are  contained  within  it.    I  wish,  also, 
to  impress  upon  the  attention  of  the 
House,   that  our    opposition    to   these 
clauses  of  the  measure  will  not  endanger 
or  effect  the  continuation  of  Stratford 
Market.     I  am  prepared  to  admit  that 
Stratford  Market  at  the  present  moment 
is  doing  a  useful  work ;  but  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company  have  carried 
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on  Stratford  Market  for  eight  years  with- 
out attempting  to  apply  for  Parlia- 
mentary sanction ;  they  are  carrying  it 
on  now  with  the  utmost  perseverance,  and 
the  only  person  who  opposes  them  is  the 
lessee  of  opitalSelds  Market.  The  agree- 
ment with  him  under  which  they  carry 
on  the  market  holds  good  until  the  year 
1 888,and  by  that  time  the  whole  question 
of  the  markets,  which  has  been  referred 
to  a  Royal  Commission,  may  be  expected 
to  be  settled,  and  if  it  should  so  happen 
that  it  is  not  settled  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  temporary 
renewal  of  the  agreement.  Therefore, 
the  opposition  to  these  clauses  can  have 
nothing  to  do  with  endangering  the  ex- 
istence of  the  existing  market  at  Strat- 
ford. That  is  a  mere  bogey  raised  up  in 
order  to  secure  the  passing  of  the  Bill. 
My  two  main  points,  Sir,  are  that  these 
Market  Clauses  are  contrary  to  the  spirit 
and  practice  of  our  railway  legislation, 
and  that  they  are  injurious  and  threaten- 
ing to  the  public  interest.  Sir,  I  contend 
that  there  is  no  precedent  for  granting  a 
market  authority  to  a  Railway  Company. 
It  would  have  the  effect  of  converting 
them  into  traders,  because  although  they 
do  not  themselves  sell  the  goods,  they 
have  full  control  over  the  traders  who 
do  sell  the  goods,  and  in  that  way  they 
have  the  practical,  if  indirect,  manage- 
ment of  the  trading.  Parliament,  I  am 
aware,  has  granted  the  ownership  of 
steamboats  and  of  hotels  to  Railway 
Companies,  but  there  is  no  parallel 
between  those  cases  and  this,  seeing  that 
the  former  are  merely  a  physical  con- 
tinuation of  the  proper  business  of  a 
Railway  Company  as  carriers,  and  the 
latter  are  necessary  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  passengers  carried  by  rail ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  Railway  Companies  have 
no  control  over  the  passengers  they 
carry  or  over  the  conveyance  of  the 
goods.  The  Qreat  Northern  Railway 
Company  at  the  present  moment  have 
a  depot  at  King's  Cross  for  the  sale  of 
potatoes ;  but  they  have  no  market  au- 
thority, and  have  never  applied  for  one. 
Indeed,  a  few  years  ago  they  attempted 
to  open  a  market  there,  but  were 
stopped  by  injunction.  In  1883  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company  obtained  the 
right  of  opening  shops  in  the  Bishops- 
gate  Depot;  but  that  is  a  totally  diffe- 
rent thing  from  a  market  franchise,  be- 
cause in  a  market  the  general  public 
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have  a  right,  whereas  in  a  shop  they 
have  no  right  at  all.    It  is  in  this  aspect 
of  the  case  I  submit  to  the  House  the 
necessity  of  opposing  the  granting  to  a 
Railway  Company  of  the  complete  con- 
trol over  a  market  where  the  public 
should  have  rights,  but  where  a  Railway 
Company  has  an  interest  altogether  op- 
posed to  that  of  the  public — namely,  the 
private  interest  of  its  traffic  rate.     This 
has  been  recognised  in  the  case  of  Brad- 
ford, where  there  is  a  railway  market, 
t.tf.,  a  market  with  the  rails  running  into 
it;  but  the  market  itself  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  Corporation,  which  is  right  and 
proper,  for  it  is  thereby  secured  that  it 
is  worked  in  the  interests  of  the  market, 
t.tf.,  in  the  interests  of  the  public,  and 
not  in  the  interests  of  the  Railway.     I 
wish  to  lay  stress  on  the  point  that  a 
railway  market  is  a  very  different  thing 
from  a  market  in  the  hands  of  a  Rail- 
way.    I  ask  the  House  to  listen  for 
a  moment  to  the  methods  by  which  a 
Railway  Company  can    exercise    these 
powers  if  Parliament  choose  to  confer 
market  powers  upon  them.     One  prin- 
ciple ought  to  underlie  the  granting  of 
every  market  franchise,  and  that  is  that 
it  is  to  be  for  the  public  interest.    Now, 
Sir,  let  us  go  a  step  further.     In  order 
that  the  public  interest  should  be  pre- 
served, it  is  of  the  essence  of  a  market 
that  it  should  be  free.  By  free,  I  do  not 
mean  free  from  tolls  and  charges,  al- 
though on  this  point  I  think  nothing 
more  than  the  mere  cost  of  maintaining 
the  market  should  be  taxed  upon  the 
food  in  the  shape  of  tolls.     By  free,  I 
mean    that    there   should    be    perfect 
equality,  and  that  there  should  be  no 
differential  tolls  and  charges,  but  that 
there  should  be  perfect  freedom  of  access 
to  the  market,  and  that  the  consignees, 
who   are    tenants  within  the    market, 
should  be    free  to  bring  their  goods 
from  whatever  source  they  please,  and. 
by  whatever  means  of  oommunicatiozL 
they   please,   so   that  there  should  be 
within  the  market  a  perfect  competition 
of  produce  from  all  sources,  and  a  pei^^ 
feet  competition  of  the  charges  or  cost 
of  bringing  the  produce  by  road  or  by 
rail,  and  if  by  rail,  by  different  lines  of 
rail,  into  the  market.     How  will  these 
conditions,  which  are  the  necessary  basis 
of   a  public  market,  be  affected  by    ^ 
market  in  the  hands  of  a  Railway  Conx« 
pany  ?    The  first  interest  of  a  Railwcty 
Company  is  its  traffic  rate.    In  the  fii^t 
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place,  the  market  authority,  if  the  Hail- 
way  Company  is  the  market  authority, 
will  prefer  rail-home  produce  to  road- 
borne  produce.  They  will  get  nothing? 
out  of  the  road-home  produce,  and  will 
direct  their  whole  attention  to  the  rail- 
borne  produce.  In  support  of  this  argu- 
ment, I  may  mention  the  fact  that 
hitherto,  in  Stratford  Market,  the  deli- 
cate and  perishable  garden  produce 
which  is  brought  there  has  been  in- 
variably left  out  in  the  open  space,  while 
the  whole  of  the  covered  spaces  have 
been  monopolized  for  rail-borne  traffic. 
This  treatment  is  destructive  of  the  in- 
dustry of  the  market  gardeners  around 
London  who  bring  fresh  vegetables  into 
London.  Compare  with  this  the  treat- 
ment which  the  same  produce  receives 
in  Covent  G-arden  Market,  where  there 
is  no  railway  interest  to  serve.  In  the 
case  of  Covent  Garden,  the  market- 
garden  produce  is  placed  under  cover, 
and  the  heavy  rail-  borne  produce  is  put 
in  the  open  spaces.  There  is  a  second 
thing  that  a  Bailway  Company,  if  it 
becomes  a  market  authority,  must  do — 
it  must  secure  that  all  goods  conveyed 
to  the  market  are  conveyed  upon  its  own 
Hne.  Now  the  Great  Eastern  Eailway 
Company  are  great  carriers  of  vegetable 
produce  from  the  Eastern  Counties ;  but, 
in  those  counties,  many*  of  the  most  im- 
portant districts  with  which  the  Great 
Eastern  Hallway  have  a  connection  are 
common  also  to  the  Gb*eat  Northern 
Kailway.  Then  is  it  to  be  supposed  for 
a  moment  that  the  Great  Eastern  Hail- 
way,  having  the  power  they  possess  over 
their  tenants,  will  not  say  to  their  ten- 
ants— **  You  must  send  all  your  produce 
over  the  GJreat  Eastern  Hail  way  ; "  and 
the  result  will  be  that  the  competition  of 
rates,  which  is  the  only  safeguard  the 
public  have,  will  be  completely  de- 
stroyed. There  is  a  third  thing  a  Hail- 
vray  Company  must  do.  It  will  invari- 
ably give  the  preference  to  big  con- 
signors over  small  consignors,  and  it  is 
easy  to  see  why.  It  gets  more  out  of 
them ;  they  are  saved  trouble ;  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  small  land- 
holder whom  we  wish  to  encourage  will, 
under  such  an  arrangement,  certainly  go 
to  the  wall.  Then,  fourthly,  it  is  only 
natural  to  conclude  that  the  Hailway 
Company  will  incessantly  work  for  the 
•  long  lead,'  t.^..  they  will  prefer  to 
obtain  the  produce  for  the  markets 
ihej   are    serving   from    the  greatest 


possible  distance,  and  the  result  of  that 
will  be  that  growers  within  30  or  40 
miles  of  London  will  be  placed  at 
a  disadvantage.  The  Hailway  Com- 
pany will  take  very  little  trouble  in 
regard  to  consignors  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  market  itself,  their 
principal  object  being  to  obtain  the 
extra  remuneration  they  will  get  for  the 
carriage  of  goods  over  long  stretches  of 
their  own  railway.  Now,  Sir,  I  have 
by  no  means  exhausted  the  subject,  but 
I  have  shown  four  definite  ways  by 
which  a  Hailway  Company,  if  converted 
into  a  market  authority,  will  interfere 
with  the  freedom  of  access,  and  the  fair 
and  full  competition  which  must  form 
the  basis  of  a  real  public  market.  I  am 
afraid  that  I  have  entered  at  too  great 
length  upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  and 
have  left  myself  little  time  to  point  out 
the  unreasonableness  of  this  question 
being  raised  at  a  moment  when  the 
whole  matter  is  under  the  considera- 
tion of  a  Hoyal  Commission,  which 
the  House  has  granted  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  hon.  Member  for  Nor- 
thampton (Mr.  Bradlaugh),  and  which 
if  it  means  anything  at  all,  means 
this — that  all  markets  are  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  popularly  elected  repre- 
sentative local  authorities.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board 
has  inserted  a  clause  which  absolutely 
nullifies  this  principle,  for  this  Hailway 
is  to  be  allowed  to  keep  these  markets 
open,  and  in  its  own  hands,  until  the 
Local  Authorities  shall  have  provided 
ample  market  accommodation.  But  so 
far  as  the  Bishopsgate  district  is  con- 
cerned, they  never  can  do  this.  It  would 
cost  the  ratepayers  an  enormous  sum. 
Therefore  if  they  wait  till  that  day,  as 
the  clause  compels  them  to  do.  Bishops- 
gate  Market  will  remain  for  ever  in  the 
hands  of  the  railway.  Why  this  tender 
interest,  this  marked  exception  for  a 
Hailway  Company  ?  Let  me  remind  the 
House  that  a  Hailway  Company  neces- 
sarily has  enormous  power  over  their 
tenants — tenants,  whose  rents  they  can 
raise  any  day  from  the  £15  actually 
paid,  to  the  £50  they  take  care  to  put 
in  the  agreement  —  monthly  tenants 
whom  they  are  able  to  turn  out  at 
almost  a  moment's  notice  if  they  do  not 
get  their  goods  by  rail  instead  of  road, 
by  the  Great  Eastern  rail  instead  of  any 
other,  from  big  consignors  instead  of 
small,  from  distant  sources  instead  of 
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nearer  ones.  I  am  quite  aware  that 
there  has  been  introduced  into  this  Bill 
what  is  called  a  Protective  Clause  ; 
but  I  maintain  that  that  Protec- 
tive Clause  is  purely  illusory.  After 
the  word  ** equality"  come  the  words 
**  so  far  as  circumstances  will  allow."  I 
say  that  those  are  very  suspicious  words, 
especially  when  they  are  left  in  the 
hands  of  a  Bailway  Company.  They 
leave  a  very  wide  margin  indeed  for  the 
Railway  Company  to  experiment  upon, 
and  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  in  their 
treatment  of  their  tenants  they  will 
sacrifice  their  own  interests  for  those  of 
the  public.  Now,  I  say  that,  on  all 
these  points,  and  especially  in  regard  to 
the  question  of  road-borne  and  rail- 
borne  produce,  there  is  absolutely  no 
protection  whatever  in  this  Bill  for  the 
public,  and  no  protection  for  the  market 
tenants.  I  maintain  that  it  is  unwise 
and  unsafe  to  alter  the  policy  which 
Parliament  has  for  so  many  years 
adopted  in  regard  to  Railway  Com- 
panies, and  to  place  the  powers  of  a 
market  authority  in  their  hands.  I 
maintain,  further,  that  if  you  grant  the 
powers  now  asked  for,  you  will  create  a 
monopoly,  you  will  destroy  the  present 
road-borne  produce,  and  you  will  leave 
the  market  at  the  mercy  of  a  Railway 
Company,  whose  previous  record,  with 
regard  ,to  all  questions  of  traffic  and 
their  treatment  of  the  public,  is  cer- 
tainly most  unsatisfactory,  and  is  cer- 
tainly not  such  as  to  justify  the  House 
of  Commons  in  extending  a  monopoly. 
I  thank  the  House  for  having  granted 
its  indulgence  to  me,  and  for  having 
listened  to  my  remarks  so  patiently.  In 
conclusion,  I  have  only  to  add  one  word, 
which  is  of  a  personal  nature.  It  may 
be  said  that  I  have  a  personal  interest 
in  the  question,  as  opposed  to  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway.  Well,  Sir, 
it  is  quite  true  that  it  has  devolved 
upon  me  to  be  the  owner  of  a  market 
at  the  East  End  of  London,  which,  for 
some  years,  I  have  been  endeavour- 
ing, under  great  difficulties,  to  main- 
tain, in  pursuance  of  the  noble  objects 
with  which  it  was  built,  to  afford  some 
relief  to  the  congested  state  of  the  food 
supply  of  LondoD,  especially  in  the 
poorest  districts.  I  am  ready  to  admit 
that  that  enterprise  has  not  been  so  suc- 
cessful as  its  promoters  desired  ;  but  I 
claim  for  it  that  it  has  done  this — that  it 

Mr,  Burdeli'Coutts 


has  been  a  standing  menace  to  rings  and 
monopolists,  and  has  very  much  mitigated 
their  evil  action ;  because  those  who  exer- 
cise the  power  of  these  rings  and  mono- 
polies know  that  if  they  oppress  their 
victims  too  much,  in  the  end  they  will 
resort    to  another  market  where  they 
have  no  power.      With  regard  to  the 
question  of  my  own  personal  interest, 
which  may  be  flung  in  my  feu^e,  I  may 
say  that  the  market  which  is  now  in 
my  possession  was  opened  without  the 
slightest  hope  of  a  return  for  the  capital 
expended  upon  it,  and  while  I  ask  the 
pardon  of  the  House  for  entering  into  a 
personal  matter,   I   do  not  hesitate  to 
claim  that  what  I  have  spoken  on  this 
occasion  has  been  dictated  by  the  same 
motives  that  have  dictated  my  previous 
action  in  the  matter  of  the  food  supply 
of  London — viz.,  the  public  interest.    I 
beg  to    move    the  Amendment  which 
stands  in  my  name,  and  which  I  may 
explain   refers    solely  to    Bishopsgate 
Market,  a  new  market  which  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company  seek  to  es- 
tablish within  200  or  300  yards  of  two 
other  markets,  which  are  ample  for  the 
purposes  of  the  locality. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4,  to 
leave  out  lines  1  to  14,  inclusive. — {Mr, 
Burdett-Coutts,) 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mb.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton) : 
I  will  detain  the  House  as  shortly  as  X 
possibly  can  in  putting  before  it  the 
points  which  have  induced  me  to  decide 
in  favour  of  the  Amendment,  although 
I  frankly  say  that  my  objection  applies 
both  to  Bishopsgate  and  Stratford  Mar- 
kets,  and    the   whole    of   the  clauses 
which  affect  them.    I  think  that  the 
Railway  Company  are  ill-advised,  oon- 
sidering    the    beneficial    Amendments 
which  were  made  in  the  Bill  when  it 
was  first  brought  before  the  House,  in 
insisting  upon  the  Toll  Schedules  at  all ; 
because  if  they  did  not  claim  the  right 
of  levying  tolls  on  produce,  the  oppo- 
sition which  is  being  offered  to  the  Bill 
would  have  been  to  a  great  extent  dis- 
armed.     It  is  unfortunate  that   while 
the    House   has    just  decided    to    ap- 
point   a   Royal    Commission    for     the 
purpose    of    investigating    the    whole 
question,  and  the  opinion  has  been 
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pressed  with  unanimity  by  the  House 
that  all  tolls  shall  be  in  the  bands  of 
market  authorities;    that  even  for    a 
limited    time    new  market    toll  rights 
should  be  granted  by  Statute  by  this 
House.    I  would  suggest  that  the  Great 
Eastern  IRaulway  Company  should  make 
iheir  profits  in  a  proper  way — namely, 
as  common  carriers,  and  not  as  market 
keepers.    There  are  many  disadvantages 
oonnected  with  the  course  taken  bv  the 
Great  Eastern  Eailway  Company,  and  a 
special  disadvantage  arises  in  this  case 
—namely,  that  the  tolls  have  in  the  past 
been  of   an  exorbitant  character — that 
they  have  been  imposed  under  a  Charter 
which  dates  back  for  some  centuries. 
The  railway  have  now  very  properly 
thrown  over    the  Charter    owners — at 
least,  as  far  as  this  Bill  is  concerned — 
bat  I  do  not  know  whether  the  Com- 
pany have  any  private  agreement.    If 
they  have,  they  have  been  keeping  it 
to  themselves;    and   I   trust  that  the 
House  will  not  permit  them  to  derive  a 
toll  profit  at  aU.     Unless  there  is  a  dis- 
b'nct  statement  from  the  promoters  of 
^e  BiU  as  to  these  tolls,  I  trust  that  the 
division  may  be  made  a  test  question  on 
the  whole  of  these  Market  Clauses,  and 
that  the  House  will  reject  them.    There 
U  another  difficulty,  how  to  meet  which 
is  not  clear  in  my  mind.    It  is  a  diffi- 
culty which  I  have  raised  in  the  House 
before.  In  a  statement  circulated  among 
Members    to-day,    the    Great   Eastern 
fiailway  Company  express  a  desire  to 
encourage  the  enterprise  of  the  occupiers 
of  small  farms  and  the  smaU  growers  of 
g&rden  produce.    If  that  is  their  inten- 
tion, they  give  no  evidence  of  it  in  this 
Bill.    This  Bill  gives  them  powers  which 
B&ilway  Companies  generally  exercise 
in  order  to  obtain  the  tonnage  which 
pays  them    best    on  conditions  which 
suit  them  most,  and  it  wiU  suit  them 
nu)6t  to  maintain  a  large  and  a  regular 
|brough  traffic  with  through  rates,  and 
if  possible,  preferential  rates  to  foreign 
growers  at  the  expense  of   the  home 
growers,  which  is  acting  directly  in  the 
teeth  of  the  decision  of  the  House  the 
other  day.     X  understand  that  the  object 
of  the  House  in  that  decision  was  to 
restrict,  as  far  as  possible,  the  action  of 
the  middleman  between  the  grower  and 
the  market.     It  is  impossible  to  suppose 
that  a  Bailway   Company  wiU   afford 
iacQitiea  to  small  growers  unless  there 
is  something  to  impose  that  obligation 


upon  them.  Their  disposition  is  to  take 
from  the  middleman  large  quantities  of 
produce,  which  are  easily  received,  and 
convey  them  for  long  distances,  and  in 
that  way  to  handicap  the  smaller 
growers,  whom  it  is  the  object  of  the 
House  to  encourage.  There  is  a  diffi- 
culty which  I  do  not  understand,  unless 
it  arises  from  some  desire  to  consult  the 
interest  of  the  Charter  owners.  By 
Clause  63  of  the  Bill  it  is  provided  that 
road  and  rail  traffic  shall,  as  far  as 
Stratford  Market  is  concerned,  be  treated 
on  an  equality;  but  there  is  no  provi- 
sion for  the  admission  of  road  produce  to 
Bishopsgate  at  all,  so  that  if  the  House 
passes  this  Bill,  it  will  drive  the  un- 
fortunate growers  who  are  near  London 
entirely  into  the  hands  of  the  Charter 
owner,  whose  rights  are  about  to  be  in- 
quired into,  and  against  all  these  Char- 
ter rights  the  House  expressed  a  strong 
opinion  upon  the  Motion  which  I  moved. 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  decent  on  my 
part  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House 
any  further  on  a  Private  Bill ;  but  I  do 
ask  the  House  not  to  consent  to  give  to 
this  Eailway  Company  a  statutory  right 
to  levy  tolls  which  cannot  be  necessary 
for  them.  Their  profits  ought  to  be  made 
out  of  the  ordinary  work  which  Railway 
Companies  undertake  to  perform  as  com- 
mon carriers.  Although  it  is  perfectly 
true,  and  I  thank  the  G-overnment  for  it, 
that  we  have  a  clause  by  which,  when 
Local  Authority  takes  over  this  market, 
there  is  to  be  no  claim  for  compensation. 
I  regret  very  much  that  these  Market 
Clauses  should  appear  in  the  Bill  at  all. 
I  think  we  ought  also  to  feel  indebted 
to  the  Committee  and  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  for  the  efforts  they  have 
made  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the 
home  growers,  seeing  that  it  is  so  much 
to  the  interest  of  the  Railway  Com- 
pany to  carry  large  quantities  for  the 
middlemen  rather  than  small  quantities 
for  the  producer  who  consigns  them 
straight  to  the  consumer.  I  entreat  the 
House  not  to  give  to  this  Railway  Com- 
pany the  large  powers  which  they  now 
seek 

Mr.  HANBURY  (Preston) :  Althoujp;h 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Westminster  (Mr.  Burdett-Coutts)  only 
refers  to  one  market — namely,  that  at 
Bishopsgate,  practically  this  discussion 
will  deal  with  them  as  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton  (Mr.  Bradlauffh) 
has  suggested.    I  admit  at  once  that 
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the  question  which  the  hon.  Member 
has  raised,  as  to  tolls,  is  a  very  im- 
portant one  indeed.  The  principle  on 
which  the  Committee  went  was  that  the 
tolls  levied  at  these  markets  should  he 
lower  than  any  other  tolls  at  any  other 
market  in  London.  I  think  that  that 
was  safeguarding  the  rights  of  the 
public  to  a  very  considerable  extent. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH  :  Did  the  Com- 
mittee  have  any  evidence  that  the  tolls 
are  lower  ? 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  Yes  ;  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  evidence  to  that  effect,  and  I 
believe  that  the  Great  Eastern  Railway 
Company  are  willing  that  the  tolls 
levied  in  these  markets  should  be  lower 
than  those  levied  in  any  other  market 
in  London.  As  to  foreign  produce,  I 
sympathize  thoroughly  with  the  remarks 
of  the  hon.  Member  with  respect  to 
preferential  rates  for  foreign  pro- 
duce ;  but,  unfortunately,  it  was  a 
question  of  rates  with  which  the  Com- 
mittee have  no  power  to  deal  in  a  Bill  of 
this  sort.  The  same  remark  applies  to 
the  encouragement  of  the  small  pro- 
ducers. Unfortunately  their  case  also 
was  not  one  for  the  Committee  to  deal 
with ;  but  I  should  have  thought  that 
there  were  sufficient  powers  in  the  hands 
of  the  Railway  Commissioners  to  see 
that  the  small  producers  are  put  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  large.  Then,  as  to 
the  road-borne  traffic,  there  again  the 
hon.  Member  has  raised  what  at  first 
sight  may  seem  to  be  a  grievance  ;  but 
Bishopsgate  Market  is  in  a  peculiar 
position.  In  the  first  place,  there  are  two 
road-borne  markets  within  400  yards  of 
it  on  each  side,  and  therefore  there  is 
not  the  same  necessity  for  a  road-borne 
market  as  there  is  for  a  rail-borne 
market.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Com- 
mittee were  most  anxious,  if  it  could  be 
established,  to  see  a  fair  road-borne 
market ;  but  in  regard  to  Bishopsgate 
Market  we  found,  that  although  a  large 
market  itself,  the  purchasers  are  small 
purchasers,  and  that  it  is  impossible  to 
constitute  it  both  a  rail-borne  and  a 
road^borne  market  at  the  same  time. 
There  were  some  other  reasons  why  it 
was  not  constituted  a  road  -  borne 
market.  I  would  ask  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton  to  recollect  that 
while  we  had  to  consider  the  interests  of 
the  public,  we  had  also  to  fight  the 
monopolists  of  the  markets  at  the  pre- 
sentmoment.  The  hon.  Member  forWest- 

^V.  Ranhury 


minster,  in  the  beginning  of  his  speech, 
said  he  was  afraid  that  the  Bill  was 
practically  introducing  the  new  principle 
of  allowing  a  Railway  Company  to  hold 
a  market.  The  hon.  Gentleman  got  a 
Bill  passed  through  this  House  making 
him  the  owner  of  a  railroad  also. 

Mr.  BURDETT-COUTTS  :  I  am 
sure  the  hon.  Member  would  not  wish 
to  misrepresent  me.  I  got  no  Bill  to 
make  myself  the  owner  of  a  railway 
anywhere.  The  Bill  I  got  was  one  to 
make  myself  the  owner  of  tram  lines, 
and  put  myself  in  communication  with 
the  railway  j  but  the  whole  point  of  my 
enterprise  was  that  it  was  to  put  me 
in  communication  with  all  the  railroads 
of  England,  and  therefore  secure  perfect 
competition  of  rates  and  charges  to  the 
market — a  very  different  thing  from  one 
big  railway  line  controlling  a  market. 

Mr.     HANBURY:    It   was    some- 
thing more  than  a  tramway,  for  it  was 
in  actual  connection  with  the  line,  and 
the  trains  of  the  North  -Western  Rail- 
way ran  over  it.    We  have  been  told 
over  and  over  a^^ain  that  there  is  not  a 
single  line  which  runs  into  his  market 
which  cannot  also  run  into  this  market 
at  Bishopsgate.    We  talk  as  if  it  were 
a  new  proposal  to   open  a   market  at 
Bishopsgate  at  all ;  but,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,    in    1883    Parliament    allowed    a 
market  for  fish  and  meat  to  be  estab- 
lished at  Bishopsgate,  but  it  was  not 
allowed  to  be  a  market  for  vegetables, 
and    for  this  reason — it  was    because 
there  was  a   very    great  monopoly  at 
Spitalfields  Market,  where  the  owner  of 
the    market    was    enabled,    under    an 
old  Charter  of  King  James  II.,  when 
the  population  of  London  was  a  hundred 
fold  less  then  it  is  now,  to  prevent  any- 
body, within  six  miles,  from  selling  any 
vegetables  at  all.    That  was  a    mon- 
strous monopoly;  but  it  existed.    Yon 
have  the  fact  that  the  Committee  having^ 
broken  down  that  monopoly  there  is  no 
disposition  that  Stratford  Market  should 
be  discontinued.    Not  a  man  came  be- 
fore the  Committee  to  say  he  wanted  the 
market  discontinued.  But  what  was  the 
whole  argument  of  those  who  opposed 
the    continuance    of     the    market    at 
Bishopsgate?      Why    that     Stratford 
Market  had  been  going  on  for  the  last 
seven  years,  and  was  under  no  Parlia- 
mentary   powers,    and    therefore    was 
illegal,  and  the  salesmen  at  Stratford, 
and  the  West  Ham  Corporation,  if  the 
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Great  Eastern  authorities  did  not  do 
their  bidding  exactly,  and  carry  on  the 
market  as  they  wanted,  could  come 
against  them  with  an  injunction  and 
«ay— **  We  will  shut  up  your  market  al- 
together." Here,  then,  you  have  the 
fact  that  they  wish  this  market  to  be 
continued,  and  the  only  opposition  to 
oar  powers  is  on  the  part  of  those  men 
who  wish  to  have  entirely  the  whip 
hands  of  the  Great  Eastern  Eailway 
Company.  I  do  not  believe  Parliament 
would  wish  that  the  Eailway  Company 
should  be  put  any  longer  in  this  position 
of  having  a  market  which  anybody  could 
dose  at  once  by  an  injunction.  It  is 
iDQch  more  straightforward  and  honest 
to  come  before  this  House,  and  frankly 
ask  to  have  market  powers  given  to 
them.  Then,  I  say,  if  they  are  entitled 
to  have  a  market  at  Bishopsgate  for  fish 
and  meat,  how  much  more  necessary  is 
it  to  have  a  market  for  vegetables,  for 
what  is  the  condition  of  things  at  pre- 
sent? 

Mb,BUEDETT-COUTTS:  The  Great 
^&stem  have  no  market  rights  at  all, 
tnd  never  had.  They  simply  have  a 
power  to  open  shops. 

Mb.    HANBUEY:    Take   the    poor 
of  the  East  End;  they  are  dependent 
^bnost  entirely  for  vegetables  on  those 
which    are    brought   by  road.      Well, 
we  know  how  the  area  of   London  is 
extending;    how    great    districts,    like 
South    Kensington    for    instance,     are 
now  completely  transformed  by  bulld- 
ogs*    It    is   all    the   more    necessary 
that  London   should  be  supplied  with 
vegetables  from  a  great  distance.     A 
great  deal  of  the  opposition  springs  from 
those  who  bring  road-borne  produce  to 
maricet ;  bat  it  is  for  the  interests  of  the 
ptiblic   that    they  should   have    good, 
•ound,  healthy  vegetables  brought  for 
them  by  rail.     But  that  cannot  be  done 
ftt  present,  because  there  are  no  markets 
>t  the  railway  stations,  and  the  vege- 
tables are  much  damaged  by  being  trans- 
tered  from  the  railway  trucks  to  the 
wdinary  markets.     Therefore,  I  believe 
the  Eailway  Company  are  doing  good 
to  the   public  and  to  the  poor  by  this 
proposal,  which  would  enable  them  to 
get  their  vegetables  without   all  this 
ftietion  and  transference.    Then,  I  ask, 
is  this  a  time,    when  the   agricultural 
districts     are     suffering    so     severely, 
when  the  farmers  do  not  know  which 
way  to  turn   in   order  to  make   both 
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ends  meet,  to  refuse  what  is  asked  ^ 
Surely  it  would  be  well  for  the  farmers, 
and  those  who  depend  upon  them,  that 
markets  should  he  open  to  them  in 
London,  so  that  they  might  send  their 
produce  there.  Mr.  Clare  Sewell  Bead, 
who  is  a  great  authority  on  such  a  sub- 
ject, said,  when  he  was  examined  before 
the  Committee,  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
life  or  death  to  the  f  armfers  of  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk  that  they  should  have  a 
market  to  send  to.  As  to  the  Local 
Authorities,  and  their  right  to  establish 
markets,  the  Bill  was  opposed  by  the 
Local  Authorities,  who  thought  that  if 
they  had  powers  for  markets  of  their 
own,  it  would  be  better.  But  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board 
(Mr.  Eitchie)  has  settled  that  matter  by 
providing  that  there  shall  be  no  inter- 
ference with  the  powers  of  the  Local 
Authorities — that  if  the  Bill  is  passed, 
the  Local  Authorities  shall  not  have  to 
fight  the  battle  over  again  with  the  mono- 
polists, and  that  it  will  be  easier  for 
them,  and  a  positive  advantage  to  them, 
that  the  Bill  should  have  been  passed. 
Now,  there  is  one  other  point  to  which 
I  wish  specially  to  direct  attention,  and 
it  arises  out  of  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Westminster  (Mr.  Burdett- 
Coutts).  If  he  is  the  owner  of  a  rival 
market,  I  do  not  say  that  he  has  not  a 
right  to  attend  to  his  own  private  inte- 
rests in  this  House ;  but  I  do  say  this — 
that  we  must  look  at  Columbia  Market 
and  the  position  it  occupies.  It  was  ori- 
ginally carried  on  on  purely  philan- 
thropic principles;  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
that  it  was  about  as  dead  a  failure  as 
ever  there  was  in  this  world.  But  since 
the  hon.  Member  for  Westminster  has 
come  into  connection  with  that  market, 
he  has  conducted  it  very  wisely  indeed 
on  purely  commercial  principles. 

Me.  BUEDETT-COtJTTS:  How? 

Mr.  HANBUEY:  Well,  in  the  first 
place,  he  has  power  to  raise  very  heavy 
tolls  indeed — tolls  very  much  in  excess 
of  anything  to  be  levied  under  this 
Bill. 

Mr.  BUEDETT-COUTTS  :  I  beg  to 
say  that  no  tolls  of  any  kind  have  ever 
been  charged  in  Columbia  Market.  The 
hon.  Member  began  to  describe  how  I 
am  conducting  the  market  at  present. 
What  have  these  old  latent  powers  to 
do  with  that  ? 

Mr.  HANBUEY :  No,  I  dare  say  not ; 
but  we  have  no  guarantee  that  they  will 
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not  be.  The  tolls  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  power  to  raise  are  greater  than 
at  any  other  market  in  London.  Now, 
I  do  not  wish  to  trust  to  anybody's 
philanthropy.  I  look  at  the  fact,  and 
the  fact  is  that  the  tolls  which  may  be 
levied  there  are  much  greater  than  any- 
thing we  ask  for.  Then,  again,  Columbia 
Market,  magnificent  as  it  is — and  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  the  people  and  the 
poor  of  London  owe  a  vast  debt  of 
gratitude  to  the  lady  who  established 
it ;  but,  fine  as  it  is,  it  is  small  and 
limited  in  area,  and  is  not  fit  for  a 
wholesale  market  in  any  sense  of  the 
word. 

Mb.  BURDETT-COUTTS  :  It  has 
large  powers  of  extension. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  I  am  talking  of  it 
as  it  exists  at  the  present  moment.  I 
say  it  is  not  fit  for  a  wholesale  market 
as  it  stands.  The  hon.  Member  for  West- 
minster says  he  is  the  owner  of  railway 
communication.  Well,  if  that  is  the 
case,  I  do  not  see  how  he  is  entitled  to 
oppose  another  railway  which  would  let 
into  another  market  as  many  railroads 
as  are  admitted  into  Columbia  Market. 

Me.  BURDETT  -COaTTS:  The 
Great  Eastern  won't  let  any  other  line 
into  their  market. 

Mr.  HANBUEY:  But  how  far  have 
we  met  him?  We  recognize  that  it 
would  be  grossly  unfair,  after  all 
he  has  done  for  Columbia  Market, 
and  after  he  has  got  powers  to  estab- 
lish railway  communication,  to  let  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  come 
in  at  once  as  a  rival  railway  market. 
It  was  represented  to  us  very  fairly,  that 
if  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company 
were  to  establish  their  market  at  once  it 
would  get  a  monox>oly,  and  the  hon. 
Member  would  start  under  great  diffi- 
culties. But  what  did  we  do  ?  We  in- 
serted a  clause  which  provided,  that  if 
the  hon.  Member  did  use  the  powers  he 
obtained  in  1885,  to  establish  a  railway 
market  within  a  reasonable  period,  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  should 
not  start  their  market  until  such  period, 
and  the  two  parties  should  then  start  on 
absolutely  fair  terms.  We  could  not 
have  done  more.  I  do  not  think  there 
are  any  other  points  which  it  is  necessary 
for  me  to  enter  into ;  but  I  do  maintain 
that  this  is  a  Bill  in  the  interests  of  the 
public,  and  we  certainly  want  to  see  the 
system  at  work — there  can  be  no  doubt 
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whatever  about  that.  I  think  the  objec- 
tions of  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.Bradlaugh)  are  very  fair  and 
just,  and  should  be  provided  for  in  the 
Bill,  and  on  the  third  reading,  I  will  give 
him  my  support  upon  them — that  is,  so 
far  as  tolls  are  concerned,  and  making 
them  lower  than  those  of  any  other 
market  in  London.  Then.  I  think,  this 
Bill  and  these  markets  will  be  distinctly 
in  the  interests  of  the  public.  They  are 
in  the  interests  of  the  Local  Authorities 
who  wish  to  become  owners  of  markets. 
They  are  in  the  interests  of  the  farmers 
who  are  served  by  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway.  Finally,  they  are  essentially 
in  the  interests  of  the  poor  of  London, 
who  are  entitled  to  have  their  fresh  vege- 
tables where  they  can  get  them  best  and 
cheanest. 

Stbl  jijLIAN  GOLDSMID  (St.  Pan- 
eras,  S.):  I  have  listened  with  great 
attention  to  the  argument  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Preston  (Mr.  Hanbury),  who 
has  constituted  himself  the  defender  of 
the  Railway  Company  in  this  House, 
and  I  undertake,  if  necessary,  to  prove 
in  a  very  few  words  the  truth  of  what  I 
say  in  opposition  to  his  view.     Now,  I 

have  a  right  to  be  heard  for  a  few  mo- 
ments upon  this  question. 

Mr.LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
IJrise  to  a  point  of  Procedure,  Sir.  I  claizu 
to  move  that  the  Question  be  now  put. 

Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
having  made  that  Motion,  I  decline  to 
put  it. 

Sir  JULIAN  GOLDSMID :  I  think 
the  House  ought  to  know  what  the  Itail- 
way  Company  have  tried  to  do  for  years, 
and  what  it  is  that  they  propose  to  do  now. 
Their  station  at  Bishopsgate  is  within  300 
yards  of  the  Spitalfields  Market.     It  is 
a  market  which  receives  a  large  amount 
of  produce  carried  by  road,  and  also  a 
large  amount    carried    by    the    Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company;  and  when 
the  Great    Eastern  Railway  Company 
tried,  on  a  previous  occasion,  to  start 
this  Bishopsgate  Market,  we  opposed   it 
for  the   reason  that  they  would    have 
taken  away  all  the  railway-borne  business 
which  we  had   formed.    The  Eailway 
Company  fought  the  question  through 
all  the  Courts  right  up  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  the  House  of  Lords  decided 
that  they  had  no  right.    The  Railway 
Company  during  theprogress  of  this  great 
suit  came  to  the  House  of  OommoBA, 


693 


&reat£aiUrn  {May  20,  188V} 


Railway  HU, 


694 


and  asked  for  the  powers  at  Bishopsgate 
which  the  hon.  Member  the  defender  of 
the  Bailway  Company  (Mr.  Hanbury) 
has  just  given.    The  Eailway  (Company 
did  not  get  them,  and  the  Committee  of 
that    day    marked    their  opinion  very 
strongly    by  giving  costs  against   the 
Bailway  Company.    That  is  a  very  rare 
thing  to  do,  and  shows  the  opinion  of 
the  then  Committee.    What  has  hap- 
pened since  ?    At  Stratford  they  have 
carried  on  their  business  without  having 
a  market  of  their  own,  and  the  owners 
of  Spitalfields  have  in  no  way  objected  ; 
bat  they  have  objected  when  the  Com- 
pany has  tried  to  transfer  the  business 
of  Spitalfields  Market  to  Bishopsgate. 
The  Bailway  Company  have  prevented 
moat  of  the  growers  on  their  line  from 
sending  their  goods  to  London,  because 
they  have  charged  such  exorbitant  rates. 
They  admit  that,  for  they  themselves 
say  that  they  propose  to  reduce  their 
rates,  and  undertake  to  prove  that  it  is 
owing  to  the  high  rates  that  the  produce 
has  not  come.     All  that  has  come  has 
been  sent  to  Spitalfields  Market,  and  has 
been  sold  in  fair  competition  with  road- 
borne  produce.  What  does  the  Chairman 
of  the   Committee  want  them  to  do? 
When  this  Bill  was  brought  in  there 
were  no  Tolls  Clauses  in  it  at  all.    The 
Tolls  Clauses  were  a  subsequent  idea,  in- 
Tented  by  the  very  acute  solicitor  of  the 
Great  £astem  Bailway  Company.     It 
clearly  caused  the  scheduled  agreement 
to  be  rejected,   and    gave    the    Qreat 
Eastern  Bailway  somebody  else's  pro- 
perty   without  fair   compensation.      I 
will   put  it   to  the  President   of   the 
Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  Bitchie) 
whether  it  is  an  honest  thing  on  the 
part  of  the  Bailway  Company  to  trans- 
fer   most    of    the     business    of     the 
Spitalfields  Market  to  the  G-reat  Eastern 
Bailway  Company  without  any  payment 
of  compensation  in  face  of  the  fact  that 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  every  other 
tribunal,   have  decided  that  they  have 
no  right  to  do  so  ?    I  ask  that  question, 
and  I  should  like  to  have  an  answer  to 
it.    When  you  remember  that  the  Com- 
mittee  have  decided  to   postpone  the 
opening  of  the  market  for  18  months 
there  is  no  hurry,  and  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton  (Mr.  Bradlaugh)  will 
probably  have  his  Beport  before  that 
time.     1  shall  support  ike  Motion  of  the 
boiL  Member ;  but  I  put  it  to  the  Mem- 


bers of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
say  whether  in  fact  it  is  at  all  likely 
that  the  public  will  have  any  greater 
convenience  from  the  transfer  of  the 
business  done  at  Columbia  and  Spital- 
fields Markets  to  the  Bailway  Company. 
That  is  the  state  of  the  case,  and  I  hope 
the  House  will  not  approve  of  such  a 
proceeding.  I  therefore  trust  the  House 
will  not  agree  to  the  Bill  as  it  stands. 

Major  BASCH  (Essex,  S.E.):  I 
should  like,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  make  a 
few  remarks  on  this  subject  entirely  in 
the  interests  of  my  constituents,  many 
of  whom  are  farmers  and  market  gar- 
deners in  the  Division  of  South  Essex 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  represent. 
The  House  has  heard  the  observation  of 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  (Mr.  Bitchie)  to  the  effect  that 
the  people  of  West  Ham  will  be  disposed 
to  construct  a  market  of  their  own,  and 
that  will  have  the  effect  of  extinguishing 
the  market  of  the  Great  Eastern  Bailway 
Company ;  but  I  venture  to  think  it  would 
not  do  us  the  least  good.  We  have  no 
influence  whatever  with  the  Corporation 
of  West  Ham ;  we  cannot  oblige  them 
to  start  a  market ;  and  we  are  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  Great  Eastern  Bail- 
way  Company,  as  we  have  been  for 
seven  and  a-half  years.  Let  me  g^ve 
the  House  some  reasons  why  we  do  not 
wish  to  be  left  without  a  market.  As 
things  are  at  present,  we  complain  of 
the  undue  preference  of  rates  and  tolls, 
particularly  in  the  case  of  what  are 
known  as  road-borne  goods;  and  I  would 
like  to  ask  hon.  Members  to  look  at 
Clause  63  of  the  Great  Eastern  Bill, 
which  states  that  no  undue  preference 
shall  be  shown  to  produce  borne  by  rail. 
I  venture  to  submit  that  that  sentence 
entirely  invalidates  the  whole  clause  and 
makes  it  a  bogus  clause.  At  the  end  of 
the  clause  it  is  suggested  that  the  deci- 
sion of  a  magistrate — if  the  parties  go  to 
law — shall  be  final.  But  the  magistrate 
would  have  no  power  over  the  Great 
Eastern  Bailway  Company,  and  it  is  ab- 
surd to  suppose  that  the  gardeners  and 
small  farmers  whom  I  represent  would  be 
able  to  flght  a  powerful  Corporation  like 
the  Gb*eat  Eastern.  The  reason,  Sir,  why 
the  Great  Eastern  Bailway  Company 
give  preferential  rates  and  charges,  and 
favour  railway-borne  over  road*  borne 
produce  is  that  it  pays  them  better.  My 
constituents  are  men  who  have  horses 
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and  csirts,  barrows  and  small  trucks,  and 
they  would  bring  their  produce  if  they 
could.  But  they  are  debarred  from  that, 
and  are  almost  crushed  out  of  existence. 
Another  reason  why  the  Great  Eastern 
Company  should  not  have  a  market  is 
that  they  would  be  the  landlords  of  the 
Stratford  Market,  and  the  salesmen 
there  would  be  their  three  months  ten- 
ants, and  they  would  use  their  influence 
with  these  salesmen  to  induce  them  to 
bring  their  produce  from  districts  fur- 
ther away  than  the  suburban  districts. 
The  produce  from  the  suburban  districts 
would  be  kept  back.  At  present  the  subur- 
ban produce  which  comes  at  12  o'clock  at 
night  is  retained  until  6  in  the  morning 
till  that  coming  from  the  Northern  Coun- 
ties of  England  can  also  be  brought  into 
the  market.    They  charge  10«.  a-ton  on 

Potatoes  going  from  a  distance  short  of 
outhend  to  the  Stratford  Market,  while 
at  the  same  time  they  charge  only  9«.  2d, 
per  ton  on  potatoes  from  Lincolnshire, 
which  is  four  times  as  far,  and  only  5«. 
a-ton  from  Southend,  which  is  10  miles 
further  than  the  district  they  charge  10«. 
from.  I  do  not  wish  to  trouble  the 
House  or  take  up  any  more  time ;  but  I 
would  suggest  to  hon.  Members  that  the 
Bailway  Companies  are  the  worst  pos- 
sible masters  of  markets,  for  they  use 
their  influence  in  the  interests  of  their 
shareholders  first,  and  only  secondly  in 
the  interests  of  producers  and  consumers. 
I  would  just  allude  to  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Bradlaugh)  the  other  day,  in  which  he 
said  that  the  effect  would  be  to  increase 
the  price  of  food  and  to  put  land  out  of 
cultivation.  That  is  what  is  being  done 
in  my  Division.  Land  is  going  out  of 
cultiyation  because  these  men  cannot  get 
a  market.  If  this  Bill  passes  as  it  stands 
this  House  will  have  increased  the  price 
of  food,  and  it  will  be  against  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  of  the  East  End 
and  of  the  small  farmers  and  labourers. 
The  matter  is  extremely  important  to 
the  men  whom  I  am  sent  here  to 
represent. 

Lord  CLAUD  HAMILTON  (Liver- 
pool, West  Derby) :  Perhaps,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  may  say  a  few  words  in  the 
hope  of  bringing  this  discussion  to  a 
speedy  close.  In  the  first  place,  I  would 
say  a  word  in  reply  to  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down  (Major  Easoh).  He  says  the 
people  of  his  district  are  having  their 
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land  going  out  of  cultivation,  and  are 
unable  to  obtain  the  means  of  livelihood 
owing,  in  some  indirect  manner,  to  the 
influence  of  the  Stratford  Market.    The 
House  would  gather  that  that  market 
was  a  failure,  and  had  not  been  appre- 
ciated by  the  public,  but  what  are  the 
facts  ?    That  market  was  established  in 
1879,  and  opened  in   1880,  and  in  the 
first  year  5,100  tons  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce was  brought  into  the  market.    The 
amount  of  produce  had  increased  last 
year  from  5,100  tons  to    25,724  tons, 
making  a  total  tonnage  in  six  years  of 
102,493.     These  facts  speak  for  them- 
selves.   It  is  idle  to  contend  that  the 
market  has  been  a  failure  in  any  sense, 
or  that  it  has  not  been  appreciated  by 
the  consumers  of  the   district  when  I 
quote  these  figures  to  the  House.    It 
has  been  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Westminster    (Mr.  Burdett-Coutts) 
that  we  are  monopolists.     Now,  he  was 
very    careful   to   avoid    bringing    any 
evidence  in  support  of  that  allegation. 
From  the  very  first  moment  we  endea- 
voured to  open  these  markets  we  have 
been  fighting  tooth  and  nail  against  the 
monopolists    of   the  district.      We  got 
powers  under  the  Act  of  1883,  which  in 
fact  established  a  market  at  Bishops- 
gate,    and    that    market    would    have 
succeeded  if  it  had   not  been  for  the 
opposition  of  one  of  the  monopolists  in 
the  person  of  the  hon.  Member  for  St. 
Pancras    (Sir  Julian    Ooldsmid).     He 
obtained  under  his  rights  an  injunction 
against  us  as  regarded  the  continuanoe 
of  that  market.     We  fought  our  case  on 
behalf  of  the  public  in  every  Court « of 
Law  up  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  in 
every  instance  the  decision  was  against 
us,  and  in  favour  of  the  monopolists. 
They  succeeded,  and  we  have   had  to 
shut   up    the   market    which  we    had 
opened  in  competition  with  that  of  which 
the  hon.  Member  for    Westminster  is 
part  owner.    Now,  it  has  been  said  that 
the  hon.  Baronet  the   Member  for  St. 
Pancras  (Sir  Julian  Goldsmid)  is  in  some 
respect  entitled  to  compensation.      We 
made  an  agreement  with  the  hon.  Baro- 
net and  his  co-owner,  which  agreement 
we  were  most  anxious  to  see  inserted  in 
the  Bill.     The  Committee  declined    to 
insert  any  such  provision;  but,  at  tho 
same  time,  the  Great  Eastern  Railwa^r 
Company  are  perfectly  willing  that  th^ 
decision  of  the  Courts  of  Law  should  b^ 
embodied  in  the  Bill  should  the 
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think  fit — they  are  quite  willing  to  in- 
sert a  clause  which  would  give  the  hon. 
Baronet  and  his  co-owner  the  same  ton- 
nage rights  they  would  have  possessed 
according  to  the  original  agreement  be- 
tween us  as  the  owners  of  Bishopsgate 
Market   and   themselves  as  owners  of 
Spital fields  Market,  so  long  as  the  former 
situation  continues  to  be  used  as  a  market. 
[Sir  Julian  Qoldsmid  :  It  would  not  give 
theni  to  me.]    Give  them  to  the  lessee 
of  the  hon.  Baronet.    Now,  as  regards 
Stratford  Market  we  are  in  a  perfectly 
different  condition.     The  market  rights 
which  it  is  contended  should  be  exercised 
at  Stratford  have  never  been  recognized 
by  any  Court  of  Law,  and,  therefore, 
looking  to  the  fact  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton  (Mr.  Bradlaugh) 
obtained  a  Boyal  Commission  to  inquire 
into  Market  Kights,  we  maintain  that 
any  agreement  we  were  willing  to  have 
entered  into  falls  to  the  ground.     Now 
that  that  agreement  has  been  rejected 
bj  the  Committee  of  this  House  we  have 
nothing  further  to  do  with  it.    The  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  has  very  fairly 
dealt  with    the  various    objections    he 
holds  with  regard  to  this  measure.     One 
IB  the   alleged    differential    charge  be- 
tween rail  and  road  borne  traffic.     Now 
the  Bill  provides  most  carefully  against 
any  such  differential  charge  in  future, 
ihould  any  have  been  made  in  the  past, 
and    it    also    appoints    a    Stipendiary 
Magistrate,  as  has  been  alluded  to,  as 
the  arbiter  in  cases  of  difference,  and 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Ham  (Mr. 
Forrest  Fulton)  proposes,  with  our  con- 
Bent,  to  insert  in  the  Bill  a  clause  im- 
posing a    penalty  upon    the   Company 
when  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  should 
^d  us  guilty  of  making  a  differential 
charge.     Further,  I  will  myself  give  a 
pledg^e  on  behalf  of  the  Company  that 
we  will  not  in  any  way  encourage  in  the 
Stratford  Market  rail  as  against  road- 
borne  traffic,  and  I  hope  that  assurance 
will  be  regarded  as  sufficient  by  the  hon. 
Ifember. 

Mk-  BRAJ)LAUGH  (Northampton) : 
Can  that  assurance  be  embodied  in  the 
Bill?  I  quite  accept  the  noble  Lord's 
assurance ;  but  some  future  Board  of 
Pirectors  might  not  think  themselves 
bound  by  it. 
IxmD  CLAUD  HAMILTON :  I  quite 

r^e  with  the  hon.  Member  that  we  are 
mortal ;  and,  therefore,  it  would  be 
advisable  that  that  assurance  should  be 


embodied  in  the  Bill,  and  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  consent  to  its  embodiment  in 
the  Bill.  Well,  then,  there  is  the  objec- 
tion as  regards  the  small  occupiers.  I 
can  assure  the  hon.  Member  that,  so  far 
as  we  are  concerned,  we  do  not,  and 
never  have,  favoured  large  producers  as 
against  small  producers.  Nothing  of  the 
kind.  We  are  willing,  as  common 
carriers,  to  bring  to  market  all  that 
comes  within  our  net ;  it  is  not  our  inte- 
rest, as  a  Corporation,  to  do  anything 
which  will  prejudice  the  small  producers 
as  against  large  producers.  Now,  the 
matter  of  tolls  is  a  very  important  one. 
We  cannot  consent  altogether  to  give  up 
the  tolls  which  we  ask  for  in  this  Bill, 
and  for  this  reason — we  have  been  put 
to  very  large  capital  expense  in  estab- 
lishing this  market,  and  we  are  going 
to  incur  still  further  expense,  and  there 
is  every  day  the  out-goings  consequent 
upon  keeping  the  market  in  repair.  But 
I  will  give  this  undertaking — that,  under 
all  circumstances,  the  tolls  charged  by 
us  shall  be  less  than  the  tolls  charged  by 
any  other  market  in  London.  The  tolls 
charged  in  Columbia  Market  are  the 
highest  in  London,  though  I  quite  admit 
they  have  not  always  been  exercised. 

Me.  BUEDETT  .  COUTTS  (West- 
minster) :  I  pointed  out  that  they  had 
never  been  exercised.  I  cannot  help 
their  being  in  the  Act.  I  cannot  take 
them  out.  But  everything  I  have  done 
with  respect  to  Columbia  Market  has 
been  based  upon  the  assumption  that 
no  tolls  would  be  charged. 

Lord  CLAUD  HAMILTON :  I  quite 
admit  the  intentions  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber are  very  good ;  but,  as  I  observed 
before,  we  are  all  mortal,  and  that  what 
we  may  wish  to  do  at  the  present  time, 
we  may  be  compelled  not  to  do  at  another 
time. 

MR.BEADLAIIGH:  Do  I  understand 
the  noble  Lord  to  say  he  will  also  take 
care  that  that  undertaking  is  in  some 
formal  way  recorded  in  the  Bill  ? 

Lord  CLAUD  HAMILTON:  Hit 
can  be  done.     r«'Oh,  oh!"! 

Mr.  BEADLAUGH:  I  am  afraid 
that  if  I  am  to  withdraw  my  opposition, 
it  must  be  on  the  undertaking  that  some 
means  be  found  for  doing  it.  Lawyers 
are  very  clever,  and,  I  think,  will  have 
no  difficulty  in  framing  words  to  cover 
the  undertaking. 

Lord  CLAUD  HAMILTON :  I  put 
it  in  this  way — if  it  can  be  done,  it 
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shall  be  done.  I  am  not  a  lawyer,  and 
I  cannot  speak  definitely  on  the  point ; 
but  I  imagine  it  can  be  done. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH  :  I  think  I  can 
help  your  legal  advisers  in  the  matter. 

Lord  CLAUD  HAMILTON :  If  the 
hon.  Member  will  give  us  the  benefit  of 
his  assistance,  I  am  sure  we  shall  readily 
accept  it.  Now,  I  think  I  have  answered 
the  main  objections  to  this  Bill.  The 
House,  I  am  sure,  will  understand  that 
we  possess  no  monopoly  whatever.  The 
Bill  provides  that  any  other  market 
authority  may  be  established  next  door 
to  us,  or  opposite  to  us.  We  have  no 
right  whatever  given  by  this  Bill,  which 
prevents  another  market  being  set  up. 
We  are  not  monopolists ;  but  we  are 
fighting  against  monopoly,  and  I  trust 
that,  under  these  circumstances,  the 
House  will  assent  to  the  adoption  of  this 
Bill. 

Mr.  O'DOHERTY  (Donegal,  N.) :  I 
will  not  occupy  the  House  very  long.  I 
think  that  we  on  this  side  of  the  House 
occupy  on  this  occasion  the  position  of  a 
jury  so  to  speak.  We  have  no  prejudice 
one  way  or  the  other;  and,  therefore, 
are  in  a  position  to  give  an  unbiased 
opinion.  As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
make  out,  a  good  deal  of  extraneous 
matter  has  been  introduced  by  hon. 
Members— by  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Claud  Hamilton),  for  instance,  when  he 
said  the  exertions  of  Railway  Companies 
are  made  on  behalf  of  the  public ;  and 
also  by  some  of  those  who  preceded  him, 
when  they  said  that  they  acted  on  behalf 
of  the  consumers.  I  think  neither  of 
these  positions  can  be  fairly  taken  up  by 
Companies  in  the  present  day.  We  must 
admit  that  most  hon.  Members  who  ad- 
dress the  House  are,  in  their  remarks, 
actuated  a  good  deal  by  their  own  self- 
interests,  and  that  we  are,  as  a  House, 
to  look  upon  matters  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  public  interest,  or  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  greatest  good.  I 
wish  also  to  say  distinctly  that,  so  far  as 
vested  rights,  upon  which  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet (Sir  Julian  Goldsmid)  has  par- 
ticularly based  his  speech,  are  concerned, 
vested  interests  are  capable  of  indefinite 
extension.  ConsideriDg  that  vested  rights 
in  this  case  have  not  been  very  clearly 
put  forward,  we  can  scarcely  hold  that 
the  hon.  Baronet  has  made  out  a  case. 
The  great  question  involved  in  this  mat- 
ter is  whether  or  not  market  rights  can 
safely  be  entrusted,  under  the  conditions 
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laid  down  in  this  Bill,  to  a  Railway  Com- 
pany.    With  regard  it  the  locality  in 
question,  I  am  distinctly  of  opinion  that 
the  consumers  will  get  no  benefit  what- 
ever from  the  establishment  of  the  pro- 
posed market.     The  consumers  will  have 
to  pay  the  same,  whether  they  buy  in 
this  market,  or  in  the  market  of  the  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Burdett-Coutts)  who  moved 
the  Amendment.     The  producers  will, 
however,  obtain  some  benefit;  and,  there- 
fore, I  think  that  upon  that  ground  there 
is  something  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the 
Railway  Company.    Then,  let  me  regard 
the  matter  from  another  point  of  view 
entirely.     We  have,  unfortunately,  very 
large  tracts  of  land  in  Ireland  unsup- 
plied  with  market  accommodation.     In 
the  absence  of  Local  Authorities  capable 
of  establishing  markets,  there  is  no  one 
but    Railway    Companies    to  establish 
markets.      There    are    many    railway 
schemes  projected,  extending  into  the 
far  West.    It  is  impossible  to  carry  a 
line  through  overy  village  around  the 
coast ;  but  it  is  quite  possible  to  carry  a 
line  to  a  district  central  to  a  large  nam* 
her  of  villages  in  the  West,  which  at  pre- 
sent are  mere  places  of  barter.    I  shall 
certainly  vote  in  favour  of  a  Railway 
Company  having  the  right  to  establish  a 
market.     So  far  as  the  debate  has  gone, 
the  question  involved  seems  to  be  whether 
Railway  Companies  can  be  trusted  with 
market  rights.     One  Member  who  op- 
posed this  Bill  in  a  very  able  speech,  did 
so  upon  the  ground  that  this  particular 
Railway  Company  was  not  to  be  trusted. 
Now,  I  understand  that  this  BiU  has 
been  considered  by  and  approved  by  a 
Committee  of  this  House ;  and  I  think 
that  unless  a  most  overwhelming  oaae 
can  be  made  out,  it  would  be  a  monstroiia 
thing  for  us  to  overturn  the  decision  of 
our  Committee. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TEEA- 
SQRY  (Mr.  W.  H.   Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wisli  to 
make  an  appeal  to  the  House.    I  tliink 
this  question  has  now  been  completely 
debated,  and  that  we  mav  well  come  to  a 
decision  upon  it.  I  appeal  to  the  Hoase  to 
come  to  a  decision  without  further  delay 

Mr.  BRADLAlUQH  (Northampton)  : 
Perhaps,  by  the  indulgence  of  the  SonBe, 
I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  X  liave 
received  most  satisfactory  assurances  on 
every  point  which  has  been  raised »  and 
an  undertaking?  to  embody  theae  as« 
surances  in  the  Bill  when  it  g^oes  to 
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"  another  place."  Therefore  I  and  my 
hon.  Friends  will  offer  no  further  oppo- 
sition to  the  Bill. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  think  it 
is  as  well  to  point  out  to  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  that  when  nearly  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  ago  we  moved  the 
closure  from  these  Benches,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  made  no  sign  of  assent- 
ing to  it.  I,  therefore,  do  not  see  that 
he  has  much  cause  to  complain  of  the 
length  of  the  debate. 

Mk.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.) :  Afl  both  Bishopsgate  and  Colum- 
bia Markets  are  situated  in  my  constitu- 
ency, perhaps,  by  the  kind  indulgence 
of  the  House,  I  may,  even  after  the  ex- 
postulation of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury, say  a  few  words  on  this  question. 
I  want,  in  the  first  place,  to  meet  the 
challenge  which  was  thrown  out  by  the 
noble  I^rd  (Lord  Claud  Hamilton).  The 
noble  Lord  endeavoured  to  represent  the 
Company  with  which  he  is  intimately 
counected  as  fighting  against  monopolies, 
and  he  challenged  us  to  bring  forward  a 
single  particle  of  evidence  which  would 
exhibit  them  in  a  different  character. 
Sir,  I  take  up  the  challenge  which  the 
noble  Lord  threw  down.  As  this  Bill 
▼as  originally  introduced  in  the  House 
there  was  appended  to  it  an  agreement 
between  this  Company  and  Mr.  Horner, 
the  lessee  of  Spitalfields  Market,  and  in 
that  agreement  there  was  one  clause 
which  particularly  struck  my  attention. 
It  was  to  this  effect — that  six  of  the 
tenants  of  Spitalfields  Market  should 
always  have  a  prior  right  of  holding  in 
the  new  market  to  be  established  at 
Bishopsgate.  Now,  I  ask  the  House 
whether  you  could  have  a  provision  more 
admirably  adapted  to  form  the  nucleus 
of  one  of  those  food-rings  from  which 
Uie  population  of  this  Metropolis  so 
grievously  suffer?  One  great  objection 
to  the  establishment  of  a  market  at 
Biahopsgate  consists  in  this — that  land- 
borne  produce  is  absolutely  excluded 
from  the  market.  I  need  not  enlarge, 
bt  other  speakers  have  done  so,  upon 
the  grievous  injury  which  this  provision 
would  inflict  upon  the  small  producers 
whom  we  are  all  most  anxious  to  encou- 
lage.  But  I  think  I  may  perhaps  be 
permitted  to  point  out  what  seems  to  me 
tbe  greatest  inconsistency  in  the  conclu- 
18  of  the  Committee  in  regard  to  this 
Sp  far  as  the  Stratford  Market 


is  concerned,  they  have  stipidated,  and 
rightly  stipulated,  that  land-borne  pro- 
duce and  rail-borne  produce  should  be 
treated  upon  exactly  equal  terms  ;  but. 
Sir,  what  greater  inequality  can  there 
possibly  be  than  the  absolute  exclusion  of 
land-borne  produce  from  the  Bishopsgate 
Market.  Although  I  would  not  say  that 
the  Committee  have  strained  at  a  ^at 
with  regard  to  Stratford  Market,  I  main- 
tain they  have  certainly  swallowed  the 
camel  with  regard  to  Bishopsgate  Market. 
I  quite  admit  that  Bishopsgate  Market 
is,  by  its  nature  and  its  surroundings, 
absolutely  disqualified  for  the  admission 
of  land-borne  produce,  but  that  seems  to 
me  to  be  a  reason,  not  for  disposing  of 
an  essential  condition,  but  simply  for 
looking  elsewhere  for  the  site  for  your 
market.  Of  all  individuals,  or  Cor- 
porations, which  might  be  constituted 
market  authorities,  it  seems  to  me  that 
a  Bailway  Company  is  the  worst.  Now, 
it  has  been  said  that  this  is  not  a  fa- 
vourable and  opportune  time  for  coming 
to  this  House  and  asking  for  new  market 
powers.  That  is  obvious.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  has  been  ever  impressed  upon  the 
House  that  there  is  really  any  occasion 
for  hurry.  There  is  no  need  why  we 
should  come  to  a  decision  upon  the  point 
at  the  present  time.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Preston  (Mr.  Hanbury)  dwelt,  and  I 
thought  rather  irrelevantly,  on  the  ar- 
gument advanced  from  this  side  of  the 
House  upon  the  desirability  of  extend- 
ing market  accommodation ;  but  the 
effect  of  passing  this  Bill  wiU  not  be 
immediately  to  extend  the  market  ac- 
commodation of  Loudon.  So  far  as  the 
Stratford  Market  is  concerned,  you  have 
had  a  market  open  there  for  eight  years, 
and  without  Parliamentary  powers,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  market  will 
continue.  So  far  as  Bishopsgate  Market 
is  concerned,  I  may  point  out  it  is  not 
proposed  to  give  to  the  Great  Eastern 
Eailway  Company  power  to  open  the 
market  at  Bishopsgate  at  once,  but  only 
after  the  expiration  of  18  months  from 
the  passing  of  the  Bill.  Well,  Sir, 
within  18  months  of  the  passing  of  the 
Bill  it  is  probable  that  we  shall  have 
the  Keport  of  the  Commissioners  who 
have  been  appointed  to  consider  the 
whole  question  of  market  rights ;  and  I 
do  therefore  ask  the  House  to  wait  until 
they  can  decide  this  question  by  the 
light  of   the   information    which    the 
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Cominissioners  will  give  them,  and  by 
the  aid  of  the  recommendations  which 
the  Commissioners  will  make. 

Mr.  p.  MCDONALD  (Sligo,  N.) :  As 
I  had  the  honour  of  serving  on  the 
Committee,  I  am  anxious  to  say  a  few 
words  with  reference  to  the  Motion  now 
before  the    House.      The  remark  has 
been  made  more  than  once  that  the  pro- 
ceeditigs  of  Committees  on  Private  Bills 
are  always  fairly  and  honourably  con- 
ducted, inasmuch  as  politics  do  not  enter 
into  the  minds  of  the  Members  forming 
the  Committee.    Now,  Sir,  I  can  bear 
testimony  to  the  manner  in  which  this 
Committee  discharged  its  duties.    I  be- 
lieve that  no  two  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee were  perfectly  in  accord  as  re- 
gards politics ;  but  I  am  forced  to  say 
that  we  were  practically  unanimous  in 
the  decision  we  came  to.     I  say  prac- 
tically, Sir,  because  it  was  only  on  one 
email  point  that  we  differed.    We  de- 
voted something  like  21  or  22  days  to 
the  consideration  of  the  question  ;  we 
examined    numberless    witnesses,    and 
considered  the  case  in  all  its  bearings. 
We  had  an  opportunity  of  testing  the 
value  of  the  evidence  given  us,  and  we 
availed  ourselves  of  it  more  fully,  pos- 
sibly, than  is  generally  done.    It  has 
also  been  said   more    than  once  that 
monopolies  should    not  be  allowed  to 
exist.     Why,  the  first  consideration  of 
our    Committee  was    to    break    down 
monopolies.    Two  or  three  monopolies 
were  installed  before   us,  and  we  at 
once  resolved   that  anything  that  lay 
in  our  power  in  the  way  of  breaking 
down  monopolies  should  be  done.    We 
did,  Sir,  in  one  case,  endeavour  to  break 
down  a  monopoly,  and  that  was   the 
monopoly  of  Spitalfields    Market,   the 
Charter  of  which  was]  granted,  I  think, 
in  the  reign  of  James  II.    I  myself  put 
a  question  to  the  present  lessee  of  that 
market.    I  asked  him  if  a  line  of  carts 
extended  six  miles  from  the  market, 
would  he  claim  to  levy  toll  on  all  the 
carts,  and  his  answer  was  that  he  cer- 
tainly should,  if  the  line  was  unbroken. 
The  House  will  agree  with  me  that  it  is 
monstrous  that  the  lessee  of  the  market 
should  have  the  right  to  levy  toll  over 
an  area  of  six  miles  radius.    Now,  the 
considerations  we  took  into  account  were, 
firstly,  the  requirements  of  the  poor  and 
increasing  population  of  the  East  End ; 
secondly,  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  Eastern  portion  of  England— we 
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very  anxiously  considered  the  require- 
ments of  the  local  growe.  d  around  Lon- 
don, particularly  in  the  Eastern  Counties, 
so  as  to  give  at  least  equal  and  full  faci- 
lities to  the  road-borne  produce  as  to 
the  rail-borne  produce;  thirdly,  the 
facilities  of  supplying  the  large  and  in- 
creasing population  of  the  Metropolis; 
and  fourthly,  the  desirability  of  re- 
ducing the  price  of  food,  and  the  rates 
of  carriage  which  the  Eailway  Com- 
pany charge.  On  all  these  matters  we 
were  thoroughly  and  fully  agreed.  I 
am  pleased  that  the  objections  raised  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Bradlaugh)  have  been  readily  met  by 
the  promoters  of  the  Bill.  Under  the 
circumstances,  I  think  the  House  will 
agree  with  me  that  the  Committee  came 
to  the  right  conclusion. 

v^uestion  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendments  made. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

QUESTIONS. 

WAR  OFFICE— ARMY  ABROAD  AND  IN 
INDIA— AUDIT  OF  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  HOWAED  VINCENT  (Shef- 
field.  Central)  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  If  it  is  a  fact  that  the 
accounts  of  the  Army  abroad  and  India 
are  audited  every  month,  while  those  of 
the  Army  at  home  are  only  audited  half 
yearly ;  and,  in  such  case,  what  is  the 
reason  for  the  distinction;  and,  if  he 
will  consider  whether  a  monthly  audit 
would  be  advantageous  to  financial  con- 
trol in  the  public  interest,  as  well  as 
more  satisfactory  to  the  officers  of  the 
Army  Pay  Department  ? 

Thk    FINANCIAL    SECRETARY, 
WAR  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Beodriok) 
(Surrey,  Guildford)  (who  replied)  said  : 
In  reply  to  this  Question,  I  have  to  say 
that  I  am  quite  of  opinion  that  a  monthly 
audit  of  accounts  is  preferable  on  many 
grounds;    and  I  am   now  considering 
a  scheme  by  which  it  may  be  arrived 
at   without  causing  additional 
against  the  public. 

WAR    OFFICE— COMPENSATION       TO 
CERTAIN  SENIOR  MAJORS. 

General  Sib  WILLIAM  CROSS: 
(Portsmouth)    asked  the  Secretary    _ 
State  for  War,  Whether  he  will   take 
into  consideration  the  claims  for   oomi 
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pensaiion,  in  some  way  or  otber,  of 
those  senior  Majors  in  the  Army,  very 
few  of  whom  remain,  who  attained  the 
rank  of  Captain  before  the  abolition  of 
porohase,  and  who,  owing'  to  the  issue 
of  the  Soyal  Warrant  of  Ist  January, 
1887,  hare  lost  the  chance  of  early  pro- 
motion, and  many  of  whom  will  pro- 
bably  have  to  retire  on  account  of  age 
before  attaining  the  rank  of  substantive 
Lieutenant  Colonel ;  and,  whether  it  is 
the  fact  that  those  few  officers  who  con- 
sequently do  not  attain  the  rank  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  will  lose  at  least  £50  per 
year  pension  ? 

The    financial    8ECEETARY, 
WAE  DEPAETMENT  (Mr.  Brodbick) 
(Surrey,  Guildford)  (who  replied)  said : 
A  certain  number  of  Majors  will  have 
their  chances  of  promotion  impaired  by 
the  reduction  in  regimental  establish- 
ments ;  but  I  cannot  admit  any  claim  to 
compensation  arising  on  such  grounds. 
The  original  Warrant  of  1877,  which 
brought  in  compulsory  retirement,  made 
a  liberal    provision    for  compensating 
▼hat  were  then  looked  upon,  perhaps 
justly,  as  the  vested  rights  of  purchase 
officers;   but  in  the  preamble  of  that 
Warrant,  and  of  every  subsequent  War- 
rant on  Promotion  and  Betirement,  it 
was  clearly  stipulated   that  no  future 
claim  should  arise  for  compensation  in 
regard  to   any  promotion  or    pension 
which  might  be  affected  by  any  Warrant 
or  change  of  regulation  issued  there- 
after.   This    I    must  adhere  to   as  a 
general  principle ;  and,  as  regards  this 
particular  case,  I  may  point  out  that 
before  the  changes  of    establishment 
made  in  1881  there  was  only  one  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  in  a  regiment  of  Cavalry 
or  battalion  of  Infantry,  so  that  the  pre- 
sent senior  Major  would,  but  for  that 
change,  have  been  the  second  Major,  with 
only  one  officer  in  the  rank  next  above 
him. 

WAR  OFFICE— REGIMENTAL  TRANS- 
PORT AT  ALDERSHOT  —  GENERAL 
SERVICE  WAGONS. 

CoLoiTKL  LLOYD  AN8TRUTHEE 
(Sofiblk,  Woodbridge)  asked  the  Secre- 
tazj  of  State  for  War,  Whether  it  is 
tbib  ease  that  the  general  service  wagons, 
jiut  iaeaed  to  the  Eegimental  Transport 
at  Aldershot,  have  not  had  their  guard- 
inms  and  toot-boards  altered  according 
t9  pattern  laid  down  in  War  Office 
Ordsr,  No.  4741,  of  1885 ;   and,  if  so, 
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who  is  responsible  for  such  omission  ; 
whether  the  Order  quoted  was  issued 
on  account  of  some  men  of  the  Army 
Service  Corps  having  been  killed  and 
injured,  owing  to  accidents  caused  by 
the  defective  construction  of  the  guard- 
irons  and  foot-boards,  prior  to  1885  ; 
and,  whether  the  reserve  of  general  ser- 
vice wagons  in  store  are  all  of  defective 
pattern  ? 

The  SUEVEYOE  GENEEAL  of 
OEDNANCE  (Mr.  Nokthcote)  (Exeter) 
(who  replied)  said :  The  wagons  issued 
lately  at  Aldershot  are  only  intended  for 
use  temporarily  till  others  of  the  altered 
pattern  are  received  from  Woolwich. 
No  wagons  are  issued  from  the  reserve 
store  at  Woolwich  until  they  have  been 
altered  in  accordance  with  the  Order  of 
1885.  Orders  were  given  to  have  all 
wagons  altered  according  to  the  pattern 
specified  in  the  Question ;  and  those  at 
Aldershot  ought  to  have  been  so  altered 
locally,  as  they  were  in  store  there  when 
the  orders  were  given.  I  will  cause  in- 
quiry to  be  made  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
omission.  The  Order  of  1885  was 
issued  in  consequence  of  a  fatal  accident 
to  two  men  of  the  Commissariat  and 
Transport  Corps. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)-THE 
BROTHERS  HOWARD,  IMPRISONED 
FOR  CONTEMPT  OF  COURT. 
Mr.  MUEPHY(Dublin,  St.  Patrick's) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  infor- 
mation has  reached  him  that  the  two 
brothers  named  Howard,  in  Kilmainham 
Oaol  since  June,  1886,  under  committal 
by  the  Vice  Chancellor  of  Ireland  for 
contempt  of  Court,  are  both  men  of 
weak  intellect,  in  fact  almost  imbecile, 
and  incapable  of  understanding  the 
reason  why  they  were  committed  to 
prison,  or  why  they  are  kept  there ;  whe- 
ther, in  a  Eeturn  recently  presented  to 
Parliament,  the  mental  condition  of  both 
these  men  is  described  as  *^  indifferent ; " 
will  he  make  inquiries  into  those  oases, 
and  get  a  full  Eeport  from  the  medical 
officer ;  and,  if  the  facts  are  as  indicated, 
will  he  take  steps  to  obtain  the  release 
of  the  Howards  ? 

The  ATTOENEY  GENEEAL  Fon 
lEELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) (who  replied)  said,  he  under- 
stood the  brothers  Howard  were  com- 
mitted not  by  the  Vice  Chancellor,  but 
by  the  Judge  of  the  Land  Diyi^ion  of 
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the  High  Oourt  of  Justice.  The  prison 
medical  officer  had  furnished  a  Eeport 
as  to  the  mental  condition  of  the  men ; 
and  the  Chief  Secretary  would  have  that 
Report  forwarded  to  the  Judge,  with  a 
view  to  his  taking  such  action  as  he 
thought  right. 

Dr.  KENNY  (Cork,  S.) :  May  I  ask 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to 
answer  the  latter  part  of  the  Question  ? 

Mb.  holmes  :  I  have  answered  it. 

Dr.  KENNY :  I  heg  to  say  that  I  wiU 
repeat  the  latter  portion  of  the  Ques- 
tion. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND) -TM- 
PBISONMENT  OP  MICHAEL  SPIL- 
LANE. 

Mr.  murphy  (Duhlin,  St.  Patrick's) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  Michael 
Spillane  has  been  confined  in  Kilmain- 
ham  Gkiol  since  the  19th  January,  1886, 
when  he  was  committed  by  Judge  Boyd 
for  unsatisfactory  answering  in  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Court;  whether  all  his  assets 
were  subsequently  realized,  and  the  en- 
tire proceeds  handed  over  to  the  Court ; 
whether  his  wife,  a  fortnight  after  her 
confinement,  and  nine  children,  the 
eldest  under  15  years  of  a^e,  were  turned 
out  of  their  house  and  obliged  to  take 
refuge  in  the  Killarney  Workhouse, 
where  they  still  remain ;  whether,  in  a 
Betum  recently  presented  to  Parliament, 
the  medical  o£B.cer  of  the  gaol  reports 
that  this  man  has  a  serious  cardiac  affec- 
tion; and,  whether,  considering  the 
punishment  already  inflicted  on  Spillane, 
he  will  make  representations  in  the 
proper  quarter  with  a  view  of  obtaining 
his  release  from  prison  ? 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) (who  replied)  said,  Spillane  had 
been  committed  by  Judge  Boyd  under 
the  circumstances  stated.  He  had  no 
means  of  ascertaining  whether  the  state- 
ments in  paragraphs  2  and  3  of  the 
Question  were  correct  or  not.  A  Report 
had  been  received  from  the  medical 
officer  of  the  prison  that  the  man  was 
suffering  from  a  cardiac  affection,  and 
that  Report  had  been  forwarded  to  the 
learned  Judge. 

Dr.  KENNY  (Cork,  S.)  asked,  would 
the  Gk>vemment  take  immediate  steps  to 
have  the  man  liberated  ? 

Mb.  holmes  said,  the  Report  of 
the  medical  officer  had  been  sent  to  the 
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learned  Judge  by  that  evening's  post, 
and  the  Government  could  not  do  any- 
thing beyond  that. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Donegal, 
E.)  asked,  were  periodical  Reports  not 
made  in  regard  to  prisoners  of  this  de- 
scription ? 

Mb.  holmes  said,  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber wanted  an  answer  to  that  Question 
he  should  put  it  on  the  Paper,  as  he 
(Mr.  Holmes)  was  not  acquainted  with 
the  procedure  of  the  prison  in  the  matter. 

SCOTLAND— TWEED  FISHERIES-. 
ALLEGED  TRESPASSES. 

Mr.  a.  L.  brown  (Hawick,  &o.) 
asked  the  Lord  Advocate,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  case 
of    Mr.   David    Maxwell,  journeyman 
saddler,  who  it  is  reported  on  the  dOth 
April  last  was  fishing  for  trout  on  that 
part  of  the  River  Tweed,  near  Kelso, 
known  as  the  "  Junction  Water,"  which 
it  is  alleged  has  always  been  open  to  the 
public  for  trout  fishing,  and  no  intima- 
tion has  been  made  that  it  is  closed; 
whether   Mr.    J.    F.    W.   Drummond, 
Writer   to  the    Signet,  who  leases   a 
salmon  fishing  on   the  Tweed,   which 
includes  the  **  Junction  Water,"  ordered 
Mr.  Maxwell  to  desist  from  fishing,  and, 
on  his  refusing,   pushed  him  from    a 
boat,  so  that  Mr.  Maxwell  was  immersed 
in  the  river ;  whether  this  assault  was 
reported  to  the  County  Fiscal,  who  re- 
fused to  take  it  up;  and,  whether  he 
will  instruct  the  Fiscal  to  proceed  with 
the  case  ? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H. 
A.    Maodonald)  (Edinburgh    and    St. 
Andrew's  Universities):    My  attention 
has  been  called  to  this  case.    I  under- 
stand that  Mr.  Drummond,  who  is  lessee 
of  the  fishing  at  the  part  of  the  river  in. 
question,  has  always  permitted  anglings 
for  trout,  and  has  no  intention  of  pre- 
venting members  of  the  public  enjoy- 
ing this  sport;  but  he  does  object  to 
people  wading  in  deep  and  fishing  into 
the  salmon  casts  of  which  he  is  tenant. 
On  the  occasion  in  question  Mr.  Drum- 
mond was  fishing  for  salmon,  and  Mr. 
Maxwell  was  up  to  his  middle  in  the 
water  fishing   for    trout  in  the    same 
pool.  Mr.  Drummond  remonstrated  jvMl 
nim,  and  told  him  that,  while  he  did 
not  object  to  his  fishing  for  trout  at 
other  parts  of  his  water,  he  objected  to 
his  wading  into  his  salmon  oast,  and  he 
repeatedly  asked  him  to  leave  that  part  at 
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the  water.  Mr.  Maxwell,  erroneously 
belieying  that  his  haying  fished  for 
many  years  on  that  water  gave  him  a 
legal  right  to  do  so,  refused  to  leave 
the  salmon  cast ;  and  Mr.  Drummond, 
coming  np  in  his  fishing  boat,  insisted 
on  his  going  away,  telling  him  that  if 
he  would  not  legal  proceedings  would 
have  to  be  taken.  Mr.  Drummond  did 
give  Mr.  Maxwell  what  the  onlookers 
described  as  a  slight  push  on  the 
shoulder  with  his  hand.  Mr.  Maxwell 
fell.  He  at  once  said  he  had  got  what 
he  wanted,  presumably  meaning  that 
he  had  got  a  legal  case.  He  was  not 
iDJured,  and  went  on  fishing  for  some 
time.  On  a  complaint  being  made,  the 
Procurator  Fiscal  made  an  inquiry,  and 
was  satisfied  that  there  was  not  ground 
for  a  criminal  prosecution.  I  have  seen 
the  note  of  evidence  taken  on  the  in- 
quiry, and  also  a  fuller  precognition 
token  since,  and  I  concur  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Procurator  Fiscal. 

Mb.  a.  L.  brown  :  I  should  Hke  to 
ask  the  Lord  Advocate  if  a  poor  man 
may  push  a  ri(  Ji  man  into  the  water  ? 

Me.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

WAR  OFFICE  (ORDNANCE  DEPART- 
MENTS-COLONEL MAITLAND,  SUPER- 
INTENDENT OF  GUN  FACTORY, 
WOOLWICH. 

Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.)  asked 
the  Surveyor  General  of  the  Ordnance, 
Whether  it  is  the  fact  that  it  is  in 
contemplation  to  appoint  Colonel  Mait- 
land  (Superintendent  of  Gun  Factory  at 
Woolwich)  to  a  higher  post ;  and,  who 
is  chiefly  responsible  for  the  design 
of  the  14  43-ton  guns  condemned  as 
worthless,  after  the  bursting  of  the 
CoUingtBood^i  gun,  and  which  cost  about 
£90  000? 

Mb.  HANBURY  (Preston)  also  asked, 
What  use  it  was  intended  to  make  of 
the  13  guns  which  had  not  burst,  and 
which  had  been  condemned  as  useless  ? 

Thb  SURVEYOR  GENERAL  (Mr. 
NoBTHOOTi)  (Exeter):  The  first  part 
of  the  Question  is  for  the  Secretary  of 
State.  I  can  only  say  that,  as  yet,  I 
haye  receiyed  no  information  on  the 
subject;  and  I  presume  that  my  right 
hon«  Friend  is  unlikely  to  consider  ques- 
tions of  new  appointments  until  he  has 
•tadied  the  Reports  of  the  Royal  Oom- 
miflsion  and  of  the  Earl  of  Morley's 
Conunittee  on  the  Manufacturing  De- 
peztmentt.    With  regard  to  the  second 


part  of  the  Question,  Colonel  Maitland 
accepts  the  responsibility  for  the  design 
and  submission  of  the  Collingwood  gun 
to  the  Ordnance  Committee.  So  far 
from  these  guns  being  condemned  as 
worthless,  they  are  being  chase-hooped 
and  issued  for  service  in  the  forts,  and 
are  used  with  most  satisfactory  results 
for  testing  the  new  steel  armour-piercing 
projectiles.  As  regards  the  chase,  the 
part  which  failed,  the  design  was  iii 
conformity  with  the  practice  of  the  best 
Continental  makers  of  ordnance,  all  of 
whom  have  been  compelled  to  follow 
the  chase-hooping  plan  which  has  been 
adopted  by  us. 

CHABITABLE  DONATIONS  AND  BE* 
QUESTS  (IBELAND)— THE  EATON 
BEQUEST. 

Mr.  W.  J.  CORBET  (Wicklow,  E.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  If  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Charitable  Donations  and 
Bequests  made  a  Special  Report  to  Go- 
vernment or  to  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland,  in  reference  to  the  disposal 
of  the  fund  left  by  the  will  of  Miss 
Catherine  Eaton,  to  establish  a  woolleil 
factory  in  the  town  of  Wicklow ;  and,  if 
so,  will  he  lay  it  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) (who  replied)  said,  no  such 
Special  Report  was  made  to  the  Go- 
vernment ;  but  the  case  was  laid  before 
the  late  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
for  his  opinion.  That  case  could  not  be 
laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House ;  but  he 
would  allow  the  hon*.  Member  to  see  it 
if  he  called  at  his  Office. 

LIGHTHOUSES  AND  LIGHTSHIPS- 
TELEGRAPHIC  COMMUNICATION- 
LORD  CRAWFORD'S  COMMITTEE-- 
TORY  ISLAND. 

Lord  ERNEST  HAMILTON  (Tyrone, 
N.)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Trade,  When  the  Report  of  Lord 
Crawford's  Committee  on  the  Connection 
of  Lighthouses  and  Lightships  with  the 
Mainland  by  Telegraph  Communication, 
so  far  as  regards  Tory  Island,  will  be 
laid  upon  the  Table  ? 

Thb  SECRETARY  (Baron  Henry  Db 
WoBMs)  (Liverpool,  EastToxteth) :  The 
Board  of  Trade  are  informed  by  the 
Committee  that  their  Report  wUl  be 
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Rent  in  with  aa  little  delay  as  possible. 
I  am  not  aware  that  a  special  Beport 
will  be  made  with  regard  to  Tory 
Island. 

NATIONAL  EDUCATION  (IRELAND) - 
CAHRICKAWILKIN  (CO.  ARMAGH) 
NATIONAL  SCHOOL. 

Mb.  p.  O'BRIEN  (Monaghan,  N.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  ateaoher 
has  yet  been  appointed  to  £11  the  vacancy 
created  in  the  Carrickawilkin  (Oounty 
Armagh)  National  School,  by  the  dis- 
missal of  Mr.  T.  A.  Irwin  ;  and,  if  not, 
will  he  explain  the  cause  of  the  delay, 
and  when  it  is  intended  to  make  the  ap- 
pointment ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfoub)  (Manchester,  E.):  A  com- 
munication has  been  received  by  the 
Board  of  National  Education  from  the 
management  of  the  school  announcing 
the  appointment  of  a  new  teacher. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  WRITERS— THE  TREA- 
SURY MINUTE. 

Mb.  0.  V.  MORGAN  (Battersea) 
asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
How  many  Civil  Service  writers  have, 
under  the  terms  of  the  Treasury  Minute 
of  the  22nd  December  last,  been  recom- 
mended for  promotion  to  the  Lower  Divi- 
sion clerkships ;  what  number  of  writers 
so  recommended  have  been  placed  on  the 
Lower  Division ;  and,  can  he  also  state 
the  number  of  writers  who  have  accepted 
the  gratuity  offered,  and  have  left  the 
Government  service  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jaokson)  (Leeds,  N.)  (who 
replied)  said:  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  asked  me  to  answer 
Questions  relating  to  the  writers.  I 
practically  answered  this  Question  in  my 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Har- 
bour Division  of  Dublin  (Mr.  T.  C. 
Harrington)  yesterday.  The  number  of 
copyists  who  have  accepted  the  gratuity 
and  left  the  Government  service  is  31. 

PIERS   AND   HARBOURS    (IRELAND)— 
THE  PIER  AT  CAPE  CLEAR  ISLAND. 

Mb.  QILHOOLY  (Cork,  W.)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  a  pier,  which 
was  constructed  by  the  Commissioners 
of  Irish  Public  works  at  Cape  Clear 
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Island  12  years  ago,  is,  for  all  practical 
purposes,  useless  to  the  inhabitants  of 
that  Island;  whether  the  expenses  of 
said  pier  were  partly  defrayed  by  local 
contributions;  whether  a  Memoricd pray- 
ing that  its  defects  would  be  remedied 
was  received  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Irish  Public  Works  in  1884  ;  and,  whe- 
ther, considering  the  importance  of  Cape 
Clear  as  a  fishing  station,  steps  will  be 
taken  to  make  the  pier  of  some  advan- 
tage to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Island  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA.- 
8URY  (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.)  (who 
replied)  said :  The  information*  which 
comes  to  me  does  not  show  that  this 
pier  is  useless  for  all  practical  purposes. 
The  expense  of  erection  was  partly  de- 
frayed by  local  contributions.  A  Me- 
morial was  received  on  October  29, 1883, 
and  was  forwarded  the  next  day  to  the 
Commissioners  appointed  under  the  Sea 
Fisheries  Act,  who,  however,  did  not 
see  fit  to  allocate  any  sum  for  the  execu- 
tion of  works.  The  Board  of  Works 
have  no  funds  at  their  disposal  at  pre- 
sent which  could  be  applied  to  improve- 
ments at  Cape  Clear. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  May 
I  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  for  what  prac- 
tical purposes  is  the  pier  useful?  I 
know  none. 

[No  reply.] 

BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS  (IRELAND) 

—LOO  ROCK. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  (Cork,  W.)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  men  em- 
ployed by  the  Board  of  Irish  Publio 
Works  at  Loo  Rock  for  the  past  three 
years  have  recently  discontinued  work- 
ing; and,  if  so,  when  their  operations 
will  be  resumed  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.)  (who 
replied)  said:  In  consequence  of  the 
exposed  position  of  this  rock — which  is 
also  little  above  low  water — it  is  impos- 
sible to  execute  works  on  it  except  in 
very  calm  weather,  and,  therefore,  the 
works  were  suspended  on  October  29 
last.  The  chief  en^neer  to  the  Board 
of  Works  visited  the  rook  on  the  12th 
instant,  and  has  called  for  a  tender  from 
an  experienced  contractor,  which  it  is 
expected  will  be  received  within  the 
present  week. 
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CUSTOMS  AND  EXCISE- METHODS   OF 
TESTING  SPIRITS  IN  BOTTLES. 

Me.  young  (Christchurcli)  asked 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whe- 
ther complaints  have  reached  him  that 
it  is  the  practice  of  Her  Majesty's  0£GI- 
cers  of  Customs  and  Excise  to  open 
bottles  taken  from  cases  containing 
spirits,  and  to  withdraw  therefrom  a 
considerable  portion  of  liquor,  in  order 
to  test  the  strength  of  the  spirit  con- 
tained therein,  and  then  to  replace  the 
bottles  so  opened  in  the  case  from  which 
they  were  taken  without  any  notification 
of  l^e  fact  to  those  to  whom  such  cases 
are  consigned,  thus  entailing  a  con- 
siderable loss  to  the  consignees  on  the 
cases  80  opened ;  and,  whether  he  will 
take  steps  to  remedy  this  grievance  by 
having  the  cases  so  opened  specially 
marked  and  charged  with  a  lower  duty  ? 

The  OHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEE  (Mr.  Goschen)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  I  have  received  no 
<^mplaints  on  this  subject,  nor  have  the 
Board  of  Inland  Bevenue,  and  I  under- 
stand that  the  Board  of  Customs  seldom 
receive  any.  The  process  of  sampling 
aod  testing  the  strength  of  spirits  is  too 
long  for  me  to  explain  in  answer  to  a 
Question ;  but  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
will  speak  to  me  I  shall  be  happy  to  put 
him  in  communication  with  the  Boards 
of  Customs  and  Inland  Bevenue,  who 
will  give  him  every  information.  I  may, 
however,  say  that  no  bottle  is  sampled 
without  being  labelled  as  such. 

BDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  —  THE 
ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  THE  EDU- 
CATION ACTS. 

Mb.  HANBUET  (Preston)  asked  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education,  Whether  the 
Boyal  Commission  on  the  Education 
Acts  are  expected  to  report  at  an  early 
date? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  (Sir  Wil- 
UAM  Habt  Dyke)  (Kent,  Dartford), 
in  replj,  said,  that  another  volume  of 
evidence  had  been  issued  by  the  Eoyal 
Gomniission.  He  feared  there  was  no 
chance  of  the  Beport  being  presented 
before  the  close  of  the  present  Session. 

ADMIRALTY  —  THE  DOCKYARDS  — 
GRATUITIES  TO  DISCHARGED  WORK- 
MElJf 

J.    O'CONNOR  (Tipperaiy,  8.) 
ihe  Vbnt  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 


Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  a  gratuity  of 
one  month's  pay  was  awarded  to  work- 
men of  seven  years'  service  on  being 
discharged  from  Chatham  Dockyard; 
and,  whether  he  wiU  extend  a  like 
favour  to  the  men  under  notice  to  be 
discharged  from  Haulbowline  on  the 
1st  June? 

The  first  LORD  (Lord  Geobgb 
Hamilton)  (Middlesex,  Ealing):  The 
gratuity  of  a  month's  pay  which  is  to  be 
awarded  to  certain  classes  of  workmen 
of  Chatham  Dockyard  will  be  extended 
to  all  classes  of  workmen  of  similar, 
standing  and  occupation  who  may  be 
discharged  this  year  in  consequence  of 
the  reduction  of  the  Dockyard  establish- 
ments. I  cannot  say  now  if  the  men 
under  notice  to  be  discharged  from 
Haulbowline  on  the  1st  of  June  will 
come  in  this  category ;  but  my  impres- 
sion is  that  they  will  not. 

IRISH   LAND    COMMISSIONERS  —  SIT- 
TING AT  CLONMEL. 

Mb.  FLTNN  (Cork,  N.)  (for  Mr.  J. 
O'Connoe)  (Tipperary,  8.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the 
Land  Commissioners  have  not  sat  in 
Clonmel  since  February,  1884  ;  whether 
a  large  number  of  cases  for  settlement 
of  rent  have  been  listed  for  hearing 
from  the  surrounding  districts,  some  of 
the  originating  notices  having  been 
served  nearly  three  years  ago  ;  and, 
whether  he  will  inquire  if  the  Com- 
missioners can  advance  the  date  fixed 
by  them  for  the  hearing  of  these 
oases? 

The  chief  SECRETARY(Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfoub)  (Manchester,  E.) :  The  Land 
Commissioners  report  that  the  facts  are 
in  no  wise  as  alleged  in  the  Question. 
The  Munster  Sub  -  Commission  held 
sittings  in  the  County  Tipperary  in 
May,  1886,  and  sat  in  Court  at  Clonmel 
towards  the  end  of  that  month.  No 
Tipperary  cases  in  Clonmel  Union  were 
then  left  remaining  over;  and  of  the 
part  of  the  County  Waterford  which  is 
situate  in  Clonmel  Union  there  are  only 
three  oases  remaining  over  from  the 
June,  1886,  sittings,  from  which  they 
were  necessarily  adjourned.  The  hear- 
ing of  Tipperary  cases  will  probably  be 
again  taken  up  in  the  usual  course  to- 
wards the  end  of  July.  It  would 
not  be  practicable  to  advance  the 
date. 
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INDIA  (BENGAL)--MANTIFACTURE  OF 

SPIRITS. 

Me.  S.  smith  (Flintsliire)  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  announcement  that  it  is  in  con- 
templation to  establish  52  out-stills  for 
the  manufacture  of  spirits  in  the  Hugli 
District  of  Bengal;  whether  one  such 
out-still  was  opened  at  Bhastarah,  on 
the  1st  of  April  last,  with  the  effect  of 
disturbing  the  peace  of  the  village ;  and, 
whether  be  will  communicate  with  the 
Government  of  India,  with  a  view  to 
suppress  these  provocations  to  intem- 
perance ? 

The  under  SBCTEEAEY  of 
STATE  (Sir  John  Gorst)  (Chatham) : 
The  statements  implied  in  this  Question 
would  come  under  the  notice  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  in  the  ordinary  course. 
The  Secretary  of  State  has  no  informa- 
tion about  them,  and  he  does  not  think 
it  necessary  to  send  a  despatch  on  the 
subject.  This  Question,  and  others  re- 
cently put  by  the  hon.  Member,  seem  to 
suggest  that  our  policy  in  India  is  to 
encourage  intemperance  for  the  sake  of 
revenue.  I  am  informed  that  the  pre- 
cise contrary  is  the  fact.  The  consump- 
tion of  spirits  is  checked  by  a  repres- 
sively  high  duty;  and  since  1872,  in 
consequence  of  improvements  in  the 
Abkari  Administration,  the  number  of 
liquor  shops  has  steadily  and  appre- 
ciably decreased,  notwithstanding  the 
increase  of  the  population  during  that 
period. 

INDIA-ADMISSION  OF  NATIVES  AND 
EUROPEANS  TO  THE  PUBLIC  SER- 
VICE. 

Mb.  king  (Hull,  Central)  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  the  Government  of  India, 
having,  since  the  Commission  as  consti- 
tuted under  Sir  Charles  Aitchison  broke 
up,  appointed  a  limited  Sub-Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  subject  of  the  admission 
not  only  of  Natives  but  Europeans  to  all 
the  more  important  branches  of  the 
Public  Service  connected  with  the  Civil 
administration  of  the  country,  thus 
largely  extending  the  scope  of  the  in- 
quiry, any  arrangements  have  been  made 
to  give  the  Uncovenanted  Service  a  fair 
opportunity  of  laying  its  grievances  be- 
fore the  Committee ;  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  expressions 


of  alarm  in  the  Indian  Press  and  among 
the    Anglo-Indian   community    at   the 
course  being  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Inaia,  owing  to  the  suspicion 
that  very  important  changes  are  contem- 
plated in  the  organization  and  condition 
of  the  Services,  especially  in  the  direc- 
tion of  a  large  admission  of  Natives  to 
important    positions    in    the   Services; 
whether  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
has  information  that  the  Bengal  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  has  had  submitted  to 
it  a  letter  strongly  deprecating  the  course 
now  being  pursued  by  the  Government 
in  relation  to  this  question ;  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  grave  interests  in- 
volved, he  can  make  any  statement  with 
regard  to  the  ultimate  object  of  the  in- 
quiry, and  the  time  within  which  it  will 
be  brought  to  a  conclusion,  which  may 
have  the  efifect  of  re-assuring  investors 
and  others  having  interests  in  India  that 
no  serious  changes  are  about  to  be  made 
in  the  direction  indicated  in  the  above 
letter;    and,  what  object  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  has  in  view  in  its  present 
proceedings  ? 

The     under    SECRETARY     op 
STATE  (Sir  John  Gorst)  (Chatham) : 
The  Public  Service  Commission  has  not 
broken  up.    It  was  originally  appointed 
in  consequence  of  a  Despatch  of  the  Earl 
of  Kimberley,  dated  15th  July,  1886,  to 
inquire  into  the  admission  of  Natives  of 
India  to  officers  formerly  reserved  exclu- 
sively for  members  of  the  Covenanted 
Civil  Service.     The  Resolution  of  the 
4th  October,  1886,  appointing  the  Com- 
mission, and  the  Resolution  of  the  8th 
March  last,  appointing  the  Sub-Com- 
mittee, referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member » 
have  been  laid  upon  the  Table.    From 
the  former  of  these  Resolutions  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  necessity  for  appointine 
such  a  Sub'Committee  as  that  referrea 
to  was  contemplated  from  the  first.     The 
latter  of  the  Resolutions  states  the  sub- 
jects referred  to  the  Sub-Committee  for 
inquiry,  as — 

**  First,  the  present  Regulations  of  the  ▼mxious 
Departments  as  to  admission  to  the  varioaa 
grades  and  ranks  in  each ;  the  conditions  of 
service  in  each  Department :  and  the  capacity 
for  rendering  efficient  service  therein  of  the 
various  classes  who  put  forward  claims  to  ■aoh. 
employment." 

As  regards  the  question  of  grievanoes, 
I  must  refer  to  the  answer  which  I  gave 
on  the  12th.  It  is  for  the  CommiaaioQ 
and  the  Sub-Committee  to   make    ar- 
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rangements  for  obtaining  full  informa- 
tion on  the  subjects  of  the  inquiry ;  and 
I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
TJncovenanted  Service  will  not  be  given 
a  fair  opportunity  for  stating  its  griev- 
ances. I  hope  that  this  explanation  will 
dispel  the  alarms  and  suspicions  referred 
to  in  the  second  and  third  paragraphs  of 
the  Question,  which  have  found  expres- 
sion in  the  newspaper  articles  and  the 
letter  mentioned.  As  regards  the  action 
to  be  taken  in  the  future,  it  is  intended 
that  the  Sub-Committee  shall  conclude 
its  inquiry  by  the  autumn,  and  that 
then  the  Commission,  as  a  whole,  shall 
be  re-constituted,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
paring one  single  Beport,  coverinjg;  the 
whole  subject.  Tbe  Beport,  it  is  ex- 
pected, will  be  submitted  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  in  the  course  of  next 
winter.  Any  changes  which  the  Govem- 
ment  of  India  may  have  to  propose  after 
considering  the  Beport  of  the  Commis- 
sion will  be  submitted,  in  the  ordinary 
coarse,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
Council,  and  will  be  considered  with  the 
care  due  to  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject before  receiving  the  sanction  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government. 

PALACE  OF  WESTMINSTER— THE  CON- 
STABLES AT  THE  HOUSE  OF  COM- 
MONS. 

Mb.  O'HANLON  (Cavan,  E.)  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, How  many  hours  is  supposed 
to  constitute  one  day's  work  for  the  con- 
stables in  and  about  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  will  he  recommend  that  each  con- 
stable be  paid  for  any  overtime ;  and, 
whether  he  will  say  the  reasons  given  by 
Sir  Charles  Warren  for  refusing  to  pay 
them  for  any  overtime  during  the  last 
aix  months  ? 

The  XmDEB  SEOBETABY  op 
STATE  (Mr.  STUAnT-WoRTLEY)  (Shef- 
field, Hallam)  (who  replied)  said  :  The 
Secretary  of  State  is  informed  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Police  that  the  average 
number  of  hours  during  which  police 
constables  are  employed  in  the  House 
is  not  greater  than  that  of  men  employed 
in  other  public  buildings,  as  although 
they  have  more  hours  on  certain  days 
they  have  lighter  work  on  Wednesdays, 
Saturdays,  and  Sundays.  They  get 
about  25  per  cent  more  pay  than  con- 
itablee  employed  at  ordinary  work,  and 
duty  in  the  Houses  of  Parliament  is 
very  eagerly  sought  after  by  members 


of  the  Force.  On  special  occasions, 
when  the  messengers  of  the  House  re- 
ceive extra  pay,  the  Commissioner  of 
Police  recommends  a  similar  allowance 
to  the  police  on  duty.  He  has  done  so 
within  the  last  six  months.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  does  not  intend  to  make 
any  recommendation  to  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner on  the  subject. 

PUBLIC   MEETINGS    (IRELAND)— PRO- 
CLAIMED MEETINGS  IN  ULSTER. 

Mr.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  Whether  information  has  reached 
him  that  an  organized  attempt  to  sup- 
press public  meetings  in  Ulster  is  being 
made  at  present,  by  the  calling  of  coun- 
ter meetings  at  the  same  time  and  place, 
with  the  object  of  having  both  meetings 
proclaimed  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  Go- 
vernment will  take  steps  to  secure  the 
liberty  of  public  meeting  in  Ireland  ?  I 
wish  to  ask  also.  Whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  aware  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Orange  Society  to  suppress 
National  public  meetings  in  that  fashion 
in  the  North  of  Ireland  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETAEY  (Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour)  (Manchester,  E.) :  The  hon. 
Gentleman  is  probably  aware  that  the 
Question  of  which  he  gave  me  private 
Notice  was  asked  yesterday  in  the  House 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr. 
Dillon),  and  that  there  was  a  debate  late 
at  night  on  the  same  subject.  I  do  not 
think  I  can  add  anything  to  the  state- 
ment of  policy  which  I  then  made  on  be- 
half of  the  Government. 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.):  Has 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  received  the 
information  that  the  placard,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  Nationalist  meeting 
at  Dungannon  was  suppressed,  was  con- 
cocted by  the  Earl  of  Banfurly,  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  and  his  agent,  also  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  j?eace,  in  the  shop  of  Mr. 
Aiker,  in  the  town  of  Dungannon,  and 
if  the  announcement  to  hold  the  Orange 
meeting  was  the  only  reason  why  the 
original  meeting  was  proclaimed  ? 

[No  reply.] 

PIERS    AND    HARBOURS    (IRELAND)— 
ARKLOW  HARBOUR  WORKS. 

Mk.  W.  J.  COEBET  (Wicklow,  E.) 
asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
Whether  he  is  aware  that  nothing  has 
been  done  to  repair  the  pier  on  the  north 
side  of  Arklow  Harbour,  and  that  a 
quantity  of  old  piles  and  blocks  of  stone 
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are  thrown  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  ob- 
etructing  the  entrance  to  the  harbour ; 
and,  whether  he  will  direct  the  Board  of 
Works  forthwith  to  complete  the  work 
in  accordance  with  the  original  con- 
tract, as  set  forth  in  Parliamentary 
Paper  I  0.  4775]  ? 

The  "secretary  (Mr.  Jaokson) 
(Leeds,  N.) :  I  am  informed  that  no  re- 
presentations have  been  made  to  the 
feoard  of  Works  as  to  debris  from  the 
old  north  pier  at  Arklow  obstructing  the 
entrance  to  the  harbour,  and  no  obstruc- 
tion is  believed  to  exist.  Nothing  has 
been  done  towards  repairing  the  old 
pier;  but  the  new  north  groyne  pro- 
posed to  be  constructed  when  the  plans 
were  approved  would  occupy  the  site  of 
the  old  pier,  and  doubtless  improve  the 
entrance.  As,  however,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  well  aware,  no  steps  can  be  taken 
for  the  construction  of  the  new  groyne 
until  the  township  of  Arklow  shall  have 
given  a  guarantee  for  any  excess  caused 
in  its  construction  over  the  sum  origi- 
nally provided  for  the  harbour  works  at 
Arklow. 

Mr.  W.  J.  COBBETT  asked,  was  it 
not  the  fact  that  the  original  sum  was 
quite  sufficient  to  cover  sdl  the  expenses 
of  making  the  harbour  according  to  the 
original  plan ;  and  that  it  was  in  conse- 
quence of  a  departure  from  the  plan  that 
the  additional  expenses  had  become  ne- 
cessary. 

Me.  JACKSON  said,  the  answer  to 
that  must  be  that  the  sum  originally 
granted  was  not  sufficient,  because  it 
had  proved  insufficient.  He  had  been 
assured  that  every  precaution  would  be 
taken  to  make  the  work  complete. 

THE  GROUSE  DISEASE. 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON  (Dundee)  (for 
Dr.  Farquharson)  (Aberdeenshire,  W.) 
asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of 
Lancaster,  Whether  his  attention  has 
been  drawn,  by  announcements  in  the 
Press  and  elsewhere,  to  the  outbreak  of 
grouse  disease  in  various  parts  of  Scot- 
land, and  the  North  of  England ;  and, 
whether,  in  consideration  of  the  great 
scientific,  pecuniary,  and  other  interests 
involved,  he  will  direct  an  investigation 
into  the  nature  of  the  epidemic,  to  be 
undertaken  by  the  officers  of  the  Veteri- 
nary Department  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD(Mr.  Ritchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's)  (who  re- 

Mr.  W.  J.  Corbet 


plied)  said:  Grouse  disease  cannot  be 
dealt  with  by  the  veterinary  officers  of 
the  Privy  Council,  as  the  Acts  under 
which  they  work  are  limited  to  *'  four- 
footed  beasts,"  and  the  Department  have 
no  funds  at  their  disposal  for  under- 
taking such  an  investigation  as  that  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Question. 

THE  EXECUTIVE  (IRELAND)  -THE  PAR- 
LIAMENTARY UNDER  SECREARY  TO 
THE    LORD  LIEUTENANT. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  When  it  was  in- 
tended to  bring  in  the  promised  Bill  to 
regularize  the  position  of  his  Under  Se- 
cretary ;  if  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  speech  of  Colonel  Eing-Harman, 
M.P.,  at  a  meeting  held  on  10th  Janu- 
ary, 1884,  in  Rathmines  Rink,  to  pro- 
test against  Earl  Spencer's  action  in  re- 
moving the  Earl  of  Rossmore  from  the 
Magistracy,  when  the  present  Under  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  declared  he  was  an 
Orangeman ;  if  he  is  aware  that  at  the 
meeting  called  to  welcome  the  Right  Hon. 
W.  H.  Smith,  in  the  Rotunda,  Dublin, 
on  24th  January,  1884,  the  Under  Se- 
cretary is  reported  to  have  said — 

"  It  was  easy  enough  in  the  North  for  men  to 
stand  together.  The  Orange  Association,  of 
which  he  (Colonel  King-Harman)  was  a  meni- 
her,  was  a  strong  hond  of  union  for  men  pro- 
fessing one  faith  in  this  country ;  " 

whether  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of 
Commons  of  11th  August,  1835,  directed 
against  the  Orange  Society,  has  ever 
been  rescinded ;  whether,  on  23rd  Feb- 
ruary, 1836,  this  House  presented  an 
humble  Address  to  the  Crown  to — 

**  Take  measures  for  the  effectual  discourage- 
ment of  Orange  Lodges  and  all  Societies  ex- 
cluding persons  of  different  faiths  using  sigpas 
and  symbols  and  acting  by  associated  branchesy'* 


to  which  on  26th  February,  1836,  a 
cious  reply  was  immediately  returned 
by  the  Crown;    whether  thereupon    a 
Treasury  Minute,   dated   15th  Mardi, 
1836,   was  issued,  declaring  that    &ny 
Orange  Civil    Servants    should  ioime- 
diately  withdraw  from  the  Order,  and. 
that  no  person  '*  who  serves  in  whatever 
capacity  under  the  Crown"  should  there* 
after  become  a  member,  or  be  in    any 
way  connected  with,  the  Orange  Body  * 
and,  whether  the  Government  have  aa^ 
certained  if  Colonel  King-Harman    has 
withdrawn  from  the  Orange  Order  ? 
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Me,  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.) :  Before 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  answers  the 
Question,  may  I  ask  him  if  he  is  not 
aware  that,  in  accordance  with  the  Be- 
solution  referred  to  in  the  Question,  the 
G^rand  Orange  Lodge  of  Ireland  was 
totally  dissolved  in  1836  ;  and  if  in  1845 
the  Orange  Institution  was  not  re- 
organized upon  a  new  basis,  in  conse- 
quence  of  the  revolutionary  proceedings 
in  the  agitation  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Union  under  O'Connell  ? 

Thb  chief  SECRETAET  (Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfouk)  (Manchester,  E.) :  A  Bill 
dealing  with  the  Office  of  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
will  be  brought  in  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable; but  it  is  impossible,  in  the  present 
fitate  of  Public  Business,  to  fix  a  date. 
My  attention  has  not  previously  been 
dniwn  to  the  particular  incidents  re- 
ferred to  in  the  second  and  third  para- 
graphs of  the  Question ;  but  I  under- 
stand from  my  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Priend  that  the  statements  are  substan- 
tially accurate.  With  regard  to  the 
matters  of  history  to  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  refers,  the  House  is 
aware  that  the  Orange  Society,  which 
was  the  subject  of  the  Resolution  and 
Treasury  Minute  mentioned,  was  dis- 
solved by  its  own  authorities ;  and  that, 
as  explained  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr. 
W.  E.  Gladstone),  in  reply  to  a  similar 
Qnestion  three  years  ago,  the  Society 
was  subsequently  re-constituted  on  an 
entirely  different  basis,  without  secret 
signs  or  religious  ceremonial.  Under 
BQocessive  Governments  since  these  oc- 
currences membership  has  not  been  held 
to  be  a  bar  to  employment  under  the 
Crown ;  and,  in  these  circumstances,  Her 
Majesty's  present  Advisers  agree  with 
the  opinion  expressed  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
on  tiie  occasion  I  have  already  referred 
to,  that— 

"It  would  not  be  discreet  or  considerate  on 
^  part  of  the  Gk>veminent  ...  to  carry  into 
execution  a  Minute  which  had  remained  in 
Abeyance  for  a  long  time,  hat  which  was  aimed 
^  the  pnnrisions  of  a  certain  Society,  which 
pvoTisioiia  had  ceased  to  exist." 

Mb.  AKTHUR  O'OONNOE  (Done- 
pi,  £.) :  Is  the  Bill  to  which  the  right 
Aoa.  Gentleman  has  referred  of  such  a 
x^Atoreaathat  it  will  have  to  be  founded 
on  aBeeolntion  in  Oommittee  P 


Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  In  all  proba- 
bility that  will  be  the  case. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Has  the  Govern- 
ment made  any  inquiries  to  satisfy  them- 
selves whether  the  Orange  Society  does 
not  still  remain  a  Society  with  secret 
signs  and  symbols ;  and  as  to  the  point 
of  religious  faith,  has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  seen  books  of  the  Society 
which  show  that  members  were  expelled 
for  marrying  a  Catholic — such  as  So- 
and-so  for  marrying  a  Papist? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  did  not  say 
anything  about  religious  faith ;  but  I 
spoke  about  religious  rites. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  Government 
of  Lord  Falmerston,  in  1855,  did,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  issue  a  Circular  to'  the 
Lord  Chancellor  not  to  permit  any 
Orangeman  to  become  a  magistrate,  and 
stating  they  would  not  make  Orangemen 
magistrates  in  future  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  think 
it  necessary  to  go  behind  the  declaration 
of  policy  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian,  to 
which  I  have  referred. 

COURT  OF  BANKRUPTCY  (IRELAND)- 
IMPRISONMENT  OF  FATHER  KELLER. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  asked  Mr. 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  What 
official  is  responsible  for  the  continuation 
of  the  proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy which  has  caused  the  imprison- 
ment of  Father  Keller ;  and,  whether  the 
usual  course  has  been  followed  in  these 
proceedings  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
verflity),  in  reply,  said,  the  usual  course 
was  taken  in  the  case. 

Mr.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  May 
I  ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man whether  there  is  any  other  instance 
in  which  the  Official  Assignee  commenced 
proceedings  against  the  unanimous  wish 
of  the  creditors  ? 

[No  reply.] 

WAR  OFFICE  —  THE  ORDNANCE  COM- 
MITTEE  —  APPOINTMENT  AND  CON- 
STITUTION. 

Mr.  HENNIKERHEATON  (Canter- 
bury) asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  Who  are  the  Members  of  the 
Ordnance  Committee;  by  whom  were 
they  appointed,  and  for  how  long  ? 
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The  SECEETARY  op  STATE  (Mr. 
E.  Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Homcastle) : 
The  names  of  the  Ordnance  Oommittee 
will  be  found  in  the  monthly  Army  List, 
at  page  44.  The  Military  Members  are 
appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War ;  the  Naval  Members  by  the  Ad- 
miralty, with  the  Secretary  of  State's 
concurrence;  and  one  represents  the 
India  Office.  The  usual  term  of  appoint- 
ment is  three  years,  but  the  Committee 
is  at  present  sitting  during  pleasure; 
and  in  the  light  of  the  approaching 
changes  in  the  Ordnance  Department, 
the  whole  constitution  of  the  Committee 
will  be  reconsidered.  The  Civilian 
Members  (Sir  Frederick  Bramwell  and 
Mr.  W.  n.  Barlow)  have  served  since 
the  appointment  of  the  Committee  in 
1881,  and  were  appointed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War. 

public;  petitions— petition  fbom 
bradford  —  alleged  fictitious 
signatures.  * 

Mb,  BYEON  EEED  (Bradford,  E.) 
asked  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Petitions,  Whether  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  has  been  called  to  a 
Petition,  lately  presented  to  the  House 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Soot- 
land  Division  of  Liverpool  (Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor),  purporting  to  be  signed  by 
inhabitants  of  the  Eastern  Division  of 
the  Borough  of  Bradford ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  very  many  of  the  names 
appearing  upon  the  Petition  are  those  of 
children  of  tender  years ;  that  some  of 
the  persons  whose  names  appear  there- 
upon repudiate  the  signatures  attributed 
to  them,  and  declare  their  disagreement 
with  the  opinions  expressed  by  the 
Petition ;  that,  in  some  instances,  children 
have  been  persuaded  to  write  the  names 
of  their  parents  upon  the  Petition  with- 
out the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the 
parents ;  and,  whether,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  Committee  proposes  to 
institute  a  searching  inquiry  into  this 
and  similar  Petitions  ? 

The  chairman  (Sir  Chakles 
Pobstbb)  (Walsall),  in  reply,  said,  that 
some  of  the  signatures  to  the  Petition 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  were 
those  of  children  of  tender  years ;  but  it 
was  not  proposed  to  institute  an  inquiry. 

LOSS  OF  LIFE  AT  SEA  —  REPORT  OF 
THE  ROYAL   COMMISSION. 

Mr.  GROTRIAN  (Hull,  E.)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 


Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  evidence 
before  the  Boyal  Commission  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  Loss  of  Life  at  Sea 
was  closed  already  some  nine  months 
ago ;  whether  any  meetings  of  the  Com- 
missioners have  since  been  held;  and, 
whether  the  Beport  of  said  Commission 
has  been  drawn  up  ;  and,  if  so,  when  it 
will  be  laid  before  the  House  ? 

The  secretary  (Baron  Hekey  De 
Worms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) :  The 
Chairman  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Loss  of  Life  at  Sea  informs  me  that  their 
proceedings  were  suspended  during  the 
winter  by  the  absence  abroad  of  two  of 
its  most  important  Members.  The  Com- 
mission have  since  met  for  the  con- 
sideration of  their  Report,  which  they 
hope  may  be  concluded  shortly  after 
Whitsuntide. 

VACCINATION  ACT— CONVICTIONS  BY 
THE  LEICESTER  COUNTY  BENCH. 

Mr.  PICTON  (Leicester)  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  Mr.  King,  of  Mere 
Road,  New  Evington,  in  the  County  of 
Leicester,  recently  wrote  to  him  appeal- 
ing for  remission  of  a  fine  inflicted  by  the 
County  Magistrates  on  account  of  the 
non-vaccination  of  a  child,  dead  nearly 
12  months  before  the  fine  was  enforced  ; 
and,  whether  he  will  state  what  answer 
has  been  given  to  this  appeal  ? 

The    under     SECRETARY     of 
STATE  (Mr.  Stuart- Wortlbt)  (Shef- 
field,  Hallam)  (who  replied)  said:  the 
Secretary  of  State  did  receive  an  ap- 
plication  from  Mr.  King,  and,  after  care- 
fully inquiring  into  this  case,  answered 
that  he  was  unable  to  interfere.     King^ 
had  been  convicted  and  fined  for  not 
complying  with  the  law.    The  fact  that 
the  child  died  before  the  vaccinatioii 
officer,  after  repeated  applications,  pro* 
ceeded  to  enforce  the  fine  does  not  altex* 
the  liability  of  Mr.  King. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (ENGLAND  AKI> 
WALES)— NONCONFORMIST  MAOLB. 
TRATE8    IN    FLINTSHIRE. 

Sib  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (DubUix 
Oo.,  S.)  asked  the  Secretary  of  Sta.^to 
for  the  Home  Department,  Why  thec^ 
are  no  Nonconformist  Magistrates  x 
Flintshire  ? 

The  UNDEE  SECRETAEY  _ 
STATE  rMr.  Stuaet-Wohtley)  (Sh.^^ 
field,  Hailam)  (who  replied)  said:  ;£ 
can  only  repeat,  Sir,  the  answer  whiojj 
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the  Secretary  of  State  gave  to  the  hon. 
Baronet  on  April  4 — that  the  Lord 
lieutenant  was  not  able  to  ascertain 
that  there  were  any  Nonconformists 
resident  in  Flintshire  with  the  necessary 
qualifications. 

WAR    OFFICE— CORPORATION    ROAD 
ROUND    THE    CITADEL  FORT, 
PLYMOUTH. 

Mb.  OOQHILL  (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  Whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  the  Corporation  of 
Plymouth  are  making  a  road  round  the 
Citadel  Fort  there  in  such  a  way  as  to 
depriFC  the  troops  quartered  in  it  of 
their  bathing  place,  and  that  there  is  no 
other  place  in  Plymouth  suitable  for 
inch  a  purpose;  whether  he  will  take 
immediate  steps  to  prevent  the  men 
being  depriyed  of  the  only  bathing  they 
can  get  in  the  summer  months;  and, 
vhether  it  is  true  that  the  Government 
have  handed  over  the  whole  of  the  ram- 
parts and  outworks  of  the  fort  to  the 
Corporation  of  Plymouth  ? 

I^B  SURVEYOR  GENERAL  op 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  Nobthgotb)  (Exeter) 
(who  replied)  said:  The  road  referred 
to  do^  not  debar  the  troops  from  access 
to  their  bathing  place ;  but  it  renders  it 
more  visible  to  Uie  public  than  it  for- 
merly was.  The  General  Officer  Com- 
manding* is  considering,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Corporation,  the  arrangements 
to  be  made  for  the  troops  bathing.  The 
outworks  of  the  Citadel  Fort  have  been 
leased  to  the  Corporation ;  but  not  the 
nmparts. 

ADMIRALTY— SUPPLY  OF  WELSH  COAL 

TO      TIT!R     MAJESTY'S     SHIPS     AT 

QUEEN8FERRY. 

Kb.  mason  (Lanark,  Mid)  asked 
the  First  liord  of  the  Admiralty,  Whe- 
ther it  is  the  case  that  Her  Majesty's 
gnardship  lying  at  Queensferry  (within 
a  few  miles  of  uie  Salamanan  (joalfields) 
is  supplied  with  coal  from  Wales,  cost- 
ing a  very  much  higher  price ;  whether 
it  is  the  case  that  the  Admiralty  tried 
eoal  from  Scotland  in  1876,  and  reported 
tkat  it  was  found  nearly  equal  to  the 
best  Welsh  coal ;  and,  whether  he  will 
take  steps  to  put  a  stop  to  this  apparent 
waste  of  pubuc  money  ? 

The  FIBST  LORD  (Lord  Gkobgb 
'Bjmwtos)  (Middlesex,  Ealing):  It  is 
the  case  that  the  guardship  in  question 


has  been  supplied  with  Welsh  coal, 
which  cost  13«.  per  ton  alongside.  The 
Scotch  coal  would  cost  less,  but  how 
much  less  cannot  be  stated,  as  no  actual 
purchase  of  a  large  quantity  has  been 
made.  The  Admiralty  tried  coal  from 
Scotland,  as  stated  in  the  Question ;  but 
it  was  not  found  nearly  equal  to  the 
best  Welsh  coal.  The  Welsh  coal  has 
the  great  advantage  of  being  smokeless, 
and  not  choking  the  flues,  neither  of 
which  qualities  pertain  to  the  Scotch 
coal. 

Mr.  mason  asked,  if  the  13«.  per 
ton  included  the  carriage  of  the  coal 
round  from  Wales  to  the  Forth  ? 

Lord  GEOEGE  HAMILTON  said, 
it  included  the  carriage. 

BURMAH— LICENSING   AND    REGULA- 
TION  OF   IMMORALITY. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (Boston)  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  If  it  is  true, 
as  stated  in  an  American  paper,  that — 

"  The  presence  of  our  soldiers  in  Burmah  is 
made  the  reason  for  the  licensing  and  re^^- 
lating  of  vice,  under  the  charge  of  high 
officials  P  " 

The  under  SEOEETARY  op 
STATE  FOR  INDIA  (Sir  John  Gorst) 
(Chatham)  (who  replied)  said:  The 
Secretary  of  State  does  not  concur  in 
the  expression  of  opinion  extracted  from 
the  American  paper.  Certain  sanitary 
arrangements  were  made ;  but  that  does 
not  constitute  a  licensing  and  regula- 
tion of  vice. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said,  he  did  not  put 
it  as  a  matter  of  opinion,  but  as  a  fact. 
He  would  put  the  Question  again  in 
plainer  words  next  Monday. 

PUBLIC    BUSINESS. 

Mr.  E.  BOBEHTSON  (Dundee)  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  li  he  is 
in  a  position  to  make  any  statement  as 
to  the  course  of  Business  after  the 
Third  Beading  of  the  Criminal  Law 
Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill,  and,  more 
particularly,  if  he  can  state  whether  the 
Government  intends  to  adopt  any,  and, 
if  any,  what,  means  to  enable  the  House 
to  overtake  this  year  a  fair  proportion 
of  the  ordinary  Legislative  Business  of 
the  country  ? 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster) :  I  am 
sure  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
will  understand  that  I  am  unable  to 
make  any  statement  with  regard  to  the 
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progress  of  Public  Business  after  the 
Third  Eeading  of  the  Criminal  Law 
Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill.  I  hope  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  will  use  his 
influence  to  forward  that  Bill.  Until 
that  Bill  has  reached  a  stage  at  which  I 
can  really  hope  for  the  Third  Heading 
I  will  be  quite  unable  to  make  any 
statement  with  regard  to  the  Business. 
It  is  our  desire  to  push  forward  Public 
Business,  other  than  the  Criminal  Law 
Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill,  as  rapidly  as 
possible. 

Me.  E.  E0BEET80N  asked,  whe- 
ther the  Government  intended  to  regard 
the  passing  of  that  Bill  as  the  special 
legislative  work  of  the  Session  ;  or  whe- 
ther it  was  their  intention  to  consider 
some  other  means  whereby  the  ordinary 
Legislative  Business  of  the  country  might 
be  in  part  attended  to,  at  whatever  date 
the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland) 
Bill  might  pass  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH:  Undoubtedly 
the  Government  do  not  consider  that  the 
passing  of  the  Criminal  Law  Amend- 
ment (Ireland)  Bill  would  be  a  sufficient 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  Parliament ; 
and  it  will  be  their  duty  to  consider 
what  course  they  will  recommend  to 
Parliament  under  the  circumstances. 

CELEBRATION  OF  THE  JUBILEE  YEAR 

OP  HER  MAJESTY'S  REIGN  IN 

LONDON. 

Lord  CLAUD  HAMILTON  (Liver- 
pool,  West  Derby)  (for  Mr.  Whitmoee) 
(Chelsea)  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  Whether  it  is  intended  to 
celebrate  the  Queen's  Jubilee  in  London 
in  any  public  manner  ? 

Mr.  COBB  (Warwick,  8.E.,  Eugby) 
asked,  Whether  the  Government  would 
reconsider  their  decision  with  regard  to 
the  display  of  fireworks  in  the  public 
Parks,  considering  the  pleasure  they 
would  give  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
the  people  of  the  Metropolis  ? 

The  FIEST  LOED  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster):  In  an- 
swer to  the  last  Question,  which  has 
been  put  to  me  without  Notice,  I  can 
only  say  this — that  the  Government  re- 
gret that  any  portion  of  the  community 
should  be  deprived  of  any  pleasure  of 
the  kind  to  which  the  hon.  Member  re- 
fers ;  and  if  funds  could  be  found  which 
would  not  be  a  charge  upon  the  public 
purse,  the  Government  would  be  exceed- 
ingly happy  to  afford  any  facility  for 

Mr.  W.  H.  Smith 


the  purpose ;  but  they  have  not  thought 
it  right  to  submit  a  Vote  to  Parliament 
in  order  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Me- 
tropolis might  be  provided  with  fire- 
works. If  we  were  to  make  such  pro- 
vision for  the  Metropolis,  it  would  at 
once  be  asked  what  are  we  going  to 
do  for  the  large  Provincial  towns.  I 
may  be  asked  what  provision  we  desire 
to  make  in  other  respects.  That  is  a 
difficulty  which  I  am  sure  the  House 
will  feel  could  not  be  easily  solved.  A  | 
Proclamation  has  been  issued  declaring 
Tuesday,  June  21,  a  public  holiday.  On 
that  day  Her  Majesty  will  proceed  to  the 
Service  at  Westminster  Abbey.  Any 
other  celebration  of  the  day  will  be  en- 
tirely of  a  spontaneous  and  local  charac- 
ter, no  provision  having  been  proposed 
to  Parliament  for  public  rejoicings  in 
any  other  way. 

Mr.  DODDS  (Stockton):  Will  hon. 
Members  have  the  opportunity  of  at- 
tending the  Service  at  the  Abbey  on 
that  day  ? 

Db.  TANNEE  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  WiU 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  whether 
he  will  ask  the  Poet  Laureate  to  pre- 
pare an  ode  on  the  Jubilee  Coercion  Bill 
for  the  occasion  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKEE  :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Gentleman  is  trifling  with  the 
House. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  hope  to  make 
arrangements  by  which  Members  ol 
Parliament  who  express  a  wish  to  be 
present  will  be  able  to  attend. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
Will  that  include  the  Irish  Members  ? 

Mr.  DODDS :  WiU  each  Member  be 
iEillowed  to  take  a  lady  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH:  The  Lord 
Chamberlain  is  the  proper  officer  to  ap- 
proach in  regard  to  such  matters. 

Mr.  HENEY  H.  FOWLEE  (Wolver- 
hampton, E.)  :  Mr.  Speaker,  may  I  &s]c 
you  what  arrangements  you  propose  to 
make  with  reference  to  the  attendcknce 
of  the  House  on  Sunday  at  St.  I^ar* 
garet's  Church  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKEE:  In  reply  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  I  wish  to  inf  otixl 
the  House  that  I  propose  to  take  rxiy 
seat  at  that  (the  Clerk's)  Table  a.t  a 
quarter  to  11  on  Sunday,  and  Uxnt  H 
shall  then  go  down  the  House  to  t^hcit 
door  (under  the  clock).  I  hopeth&t;  tli^ 
Members  of  the  Govemment,  the  Mlon^^ 
bers  of  the  Front  Opposition  Bonjdi 
Privy  Councillors,  and  others  who   "^       ^ 
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pen  to  be  in  the  House  will  form  behind 
me,  60  as  to  constitute  the  head  of  the 
procession.    The  Mace  will  meet  me  at 
the  folding  doors.    I  shall  then  proceed 
through   the  Members'   Lobby  to  the 
Central  Lobby,  during  which  time  I 
hope  Members  will  faU  in  and  form 
the  rest  of  the  procession.      I   would 
earnestly    entreat    hon.    Members    to 
observe  the  formation  of  four  abreast. 
The  Volunteers  will  keep  a  line  which 
will  admit  of  that  number  walking  side 
by  side.     It  will  be  very  important  that 
order  should  be  kept  throughout.    From 
the  Central  Lobby  I  propose  to  go  down 
8t  Stephen's  Hall  to  the  top  of  the 
stairs  in  Westminster  Hall,  and  thence 
down  the  main  stairs  of  Westminster 
Hall  to  the  north  door  of  that  Hall.    At 
tiiat  door  I  believe  that  the  clergy  of 
Westminster  Abbey  and  St.  Margaret's 
Church  will  meet  the  procession  and 
form  the  head  of  it.    I  shall  then  go 
through  Palace  Yard,  through  Parlia- 
ment Square,  through  the  central  portion 
of  that  Square,  between  the  two  flower 
beds,  and  on  reaching  the  end  of  the 
walk  I  shall  take  a  Hue  diagonally  to 
ihe  west  door  of  St.  Margaret's  Church. 
I  may  say,  perhaps,  that  the  Queen's 
Weskninster  Yolunteers    have   under- 
taken to  furnish  a  guard  of  honour,  and 
to  keep  the  line  throughout  the  whole 
length  of  the  route  taken  by  the  pro- 
eeuion;  and  I  think  I  may  tender  to 
that  gallant  corps,   on  behalf   of  the 
House,  my  thanks  for  their  presence 
on  the  occasion,  and  especially  to  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Central 
Sheffield   (Mr.   Howard  Vincent),   the 
Gblonel  of  that  corps.    If  there  is  any 
other  information  which  I  can  impart 
to  the  House  I  shall  be  very  happy  to 
give  it. 

Sib  henry  TYLER  (Ghreat  Yar- 
month) :  What  arrangements  are  there 
for  meeting  our  ladies  on  this  occasion  ? 
Jj^31em*  tickets  have  been  issued. 

M&.  SPEAKER :  I  am  scarcely  re- 
iponeible  for  all  the  minor  details ;  but 
to  allay  the  natural  anxiety  of  the  hon. 
Member  I  would,  if  I  may,  strongly  ad- 
vise the  ladies  to  be  present  in  St.  Mar- 
gsretfe  Church  before  the  procession 
JaaTee  this  House. 

ICa.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gtd,  £.)  :  Is  it  in  contemplation  to  take  a 
Besoluticm  of  the  House  in  the  sense 
vUeh  yon,  Sir,  have  mentioned,  accord- 
iag  to  iho  precedent  when  Mr.  Speaker 


attended  on  behalf  of  the  House  at  the 
Thanksgiving  Service  at  St.  Paul's  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  House  has 
already  passed  a  Resolution. 

Mb.  RATHBONE  (Carnarvonshire, 
Arfon)  asked,  what  arrangements  had 
been  made  for  the  attendance  of  the 
House  at  the  ceremony  in  Westminster 
Abbey  on  the  21st  of  June  ? 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  understand 
that  ample  provision  has  been  made  by 
the  Lord  Chamberlain  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  House  on  the  21st  of  June. 
But  it  is  usual  for  a  Committee  of  the 
House  to  be  appointed  to  assist  the 
Speaker  in  making  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements for  such  an  occasion  ;  and  if 
it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  House  I  will  on 
Monday  propose  the  appointment  of  such 
a  Committee. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Will  the  House 
sit  on  the  21st  of  June  ? 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  It  will  be  a 
public  holiday.  Sir ;  and  I  shall  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  House  over  that  day. 

Db.  tanner  :  If  the  weather  is  un- 
satisfactory  on  Sunday,  Mr.  Speaker, 
will  omnibuses  be  provided  for  Mem- 
bers? 

Mb.  speaker  :  I  wiU  not  answer  a 
Question  which  I  regard  as  trivial  and 
oflfensive. 

DOMINION  OP  CANADA— CANADIAN 
PACIFIC  RAILWAY. 

LoBD  CLAUD  HAMILTON  (Liver- 
pool.  West  Derby)  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  Whether  it  is  true  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  been 
earnestly  solicited  by  the  Government 
of  the  Dominion  to  grant  a  subsidy  to 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway;  and, 
whether,  in  giving  this  request  their 
consideration.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  bear  in  mind  the  action  of  the 
Government  of  the  Dominion  in  raising 
the  duty  upon  imported  iron,  and  will 
also  endeavour  to  have  an  estimate  made 
of  the  loss  to  those  engaged  in  the  iron 
export  trade  of  this  country  which  such 
increase  of  duty  will  entail  ? 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster) :  The 
Dominion  Government  has  earnestly 
solicited  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
grant  a  subsidy  to  a  line  of  steamers 
which  the  Canadian  Pacific .  Railway 
Company  is  willing  to  establish  between 
Vancouver  and  Hong  Kong.  It  is  not 
suggested  that  such  subsidy  should  be 
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given  as  an  assistance  to  the  railway ; 
but  the  proposed  steamship  serrioe  is 
being  considered  on  its  own  merits,  the 
question  being  whether  the  advantages 
to  this  country  and  to  the  Empire  gene- 
rally of  maintaining  an  efficient  seryice 
of  powerful  vessels  in  the  North  Pacific 
will  justify  an  application  to  Parliament 
for  an  annual  subsidy  of  not  less  than 
£45,000.  It  has  not  been  the  practice  to 
look  upon  the  high  tariffs  which  Canada 
finds  it  necessary  to  adopt  as  directly 
affecting  the  consideration  of  any  general 
question  in  which  the  point  arises  whe- 
ther or  how  far  this  country  should  co- 
operate with  the  Dominion;  but  Her 
Majesty's  Government  cannot  but  feel 
that  a  change  in  the  Canadian  duties, 
such  as  that  alleged,  must  indirectly 
affect  the  consideration  of  the  main 
question,  which  must  be  ultimately 
decided  by  Parliament.- 

ORDERS    OF  TEE  BAY, 

CRIMINAL  LAW  AMENDMENT  (IRE- 

LAND)  BILL.— [Bill  217.] 
{Mr,  A,  J.  Balfour f  Mr,  Secretary  Matthewif  Mr, 
Attorney  Oetteral,  Mr,  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland,) 

COMMITTEE.    IProffress  I9th  Maf/,"] 

[eleventh  night.] 
Bill  caniid&red  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
SuMMABY  Jurisdiction. 

Clause  2  (Extension  of  summary  juris- 
diction). 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
19,  after  ''or/'  insert  ''to  compel  any 
person  or  persons  by  means  of  threats, 
intimidation,  or  violence." — {Mr,  King,) 

Qaestion  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.'' 

Mb.  chance  (Kilkenny.  S.):  In 
supporting  the  Amendment  I  desire  to 
point  out  that  we  have  already  decided 
that  it  is  a  criminal  conspiracy  for  any- 
one "  to  compel  or  induce  any  person  or 
persons  not  to  fulfil  his  or  their  legal 
obligations."  We  now  come  to  a  very 
distinct  and  separate  question,  whether 
it  shall  be  a  criminal  conspiracy  to 
compel  or  induce  any  person  or  per- 
sons— 

"  Not  to  let,  hire,  use,  or  occupy  any  land, 
or  not  to  deal  with,  work  for,  or  hire  any  per- 
son or  penons  in  ttie  ordinary  coarse  of  trade, 
bntinesa,  or  oooupation." 

Mr.  W.  H,  Smith 


We  have  to  ask  oursel .  es  what  a  con- 
spiracy is.    It  consists  of  an  agreement, 
a  means,  and  an  object.     No  doubt,  the 
mere  act  of  an  agreement  is  in  itself  a 
conspiracy ;  but  I  need  hardly  point  ont 
to  anybody   with  a  grain  of  common 
sense  that  there  cannot  be  criminality  in 
an  abstract  agreement,   and   that  the 
criminality  of  an   agreement  must  be 
judged  of  either  by  its  means  or  by  its 
object.    In  this  case  the  object  of  the 
agreement  is,  as  I  say,  to  prevent  per- 
sons from  letting,  hiring,  using,  or  occu- 
pying land,  or  from  dealing  with,  work- 
ing for,  or  hiring  any  person  or  persons. 
That  object  in  itself  cannot  be  criminal, 
because,  at  the  present  moment,  anyone 
is  perfectly  entitled  to  refuse  to  let,  hire, 
use,  or  occupy  land,  and  so  on.    That 
being  so,  we  have  to  consider  whether 
the  means  are  such  that  criminality  is 
imported  into  the  matter.      What  are 
these  means?    We  have  adopted  the 
word  "  induce."    If  that  word  stands 
part  of  the  clause,  an  agreement  to  use 
inducement  to  efifect  a  lawful  and  legiti- 
mate object  will  be  declared  by  the  sec- 
tion to  be  a  criminal  conspiracy.     Now 
I  deny  that  inducement    can  ever   be 
criminal.    In  strict  legal  language  ^e 
word  "  induce "  excludes  any  idea  of 
fear  or  fraud,  and  the  inducement  can- 
not be  criminal  unless  the  object  imparts 
criminality.      But    the    object    is    not 
criminal ;  therefore  I  am  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  if  the  clause  stands  in  its 
present  shape  we  shall  have  declared 
that  it  is  criminal  for  two  or  three  or 
more  persons  to  obtain  lawful  objects  by 
moral    suasion.      That   would    be    an 
atrocious  state  of   things.     Supposing 
several  people  induce  a  testator  to  g^ve 
a  legacy  of  £100,000  to  a  certain  per- 
son, does  anyone  say  that  because  uiey 
have  agreed  to  "induce"  the  testator 
the  will  will  be  void?    If,  under  this 
clause,  it  is  not  intended,    under   saoh 
circumstances,    to  declare  that  an  ab- 
solute crime  is  committed  by    persons 
who  induce  a  testator  to  make  a  will,  but 
it  is  intended  to  say  that  it  is  a  crime  to 
induce  a  person  not  to  let,  hire,  use,  or 
occupy  land,  is  not  the  proposition,  pre- 
posterous?   There  is  no  doubt  in  the 
world  that  the  object  of  the  clause  is  to 
protect  landlords,  and  to  give  them  extra- 
ordinary legal  remedies  against  people 
who  refuse  to  let,  hire,  use,  or  oocupy 
this  land.    Simple  agreements  to  obtain 
a  perfectly  lawful  object  by  meaxis  thai 
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op  to  the  present  moment  are  legal,  are 
to  be  declared  iUegal,  and  persons  taking 
part  in  snch  agreements  are  to  receive 
six  months'  imprisonment  with  hard 
labour  at  the  will  of  two  Eesident  Magis- 
trates who  are  under  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland. 

The  ATTOENEY   GENEBAL   fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
Torsity) :  The  Amendment  is  a  different 
one  firom  that  which  we  had  under  con- 
sideration yesterday ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  it  would  seem  that  the  principle 
which  governed  the  Committee  in  dis- 
posing of  the    Amendment   yesterday 
should  influence  it  now  in  disposing  of 
this  Amendment.    It  seems  to  the  Go- 
vernment that  the  same  arguments  that 
were  used  yesterday  are  equally  appli- 
cable to  this  Amendment.  My  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Hackney 
(Sir  Oharles  Bussell)  moved  words  yes- 
terday to  provide  that  any  person  who 
should  *'  conspire  by  violence  or  intimi- 
dation"  to  do  the  things  specified  in 
the  sub-section  should  be  liable  to  the 
penalties  of  the   clause,   and   another 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  opposite 
(Mr.  R.  T.  Eeid)  moved  to  leave  out  the 
word  "induce,"  in  order  to  confine  the 
seetion  to  persons  who  compelled  others 
to  do  the  things  specified  therein.    The 
Committee  rejected  both  those  Amend- 
ments yesterday,  and  the  same  grounds 
which  led  the  Committee  to  reject  them 
ought  to  lead  it  to-day  to  reject  the 
preeent    Amendment,   inasmuch  as  its 
object  is  to  limit  the  action  of  the  sub- 
aaction — not  in  regard  to  the  fulfilment 
of  legal  obligations,  as  Was  the  case  with 
the  Amendment  yesterday,  but  in  re- 
gard to  letting,  hiring,  using,  or  oocupy- 
iag*  land,  and   so  on — to  persons  who 
»»mpei  others  by  means  of  "threats, 
iatimidation,  or  violence."  What  we  pro- 
pose to    do  in  the   section  is  not   to 
alter  the  law  in  the  smallest  degree  from 
whttt  it  is  now,  but  to  enact  that  those 
means  which  apply  now  to  the  attain- 
m^  of  an  object  could  be  punished  under 
inaietaient  as  criminal  conspiracy  shall, 
nader  this  Act,  be  punished  by  summary 
juxiediction.    Such  a  case  as  that  re- 
ferred to  by  the  hon.  Member — the  case 
of  ag^reeing  to  induce  a  person  to  make 
a   'wUi — o^ild  not  be  punished  under 
irndscitnentj  and  wiU  not  be  touched  by 


Mb.  chance  :  I  did  not  speak  of 
the  persons  being  punished;  but  I 
said  would  anyone  say  that  the  will 
would  become  void  through  adopt- 
ing the  means  employed  in  this  agree- 
ment? 

Mb.  holmes  :  No  ;  it  would  not  ; 
neither  would  an  agreement  to  induce  a 
person  by  moral  suasion  to  refuse  to  let, 
hire,  use,  or  occupy  land  be  a  criminal 
conspiracy.  It  would  not  be  a  criminal 
conspiracy  now,  neither  would  it  be  a 
criminal  conspiracy  under  the  Bill,  be- 
cause, as  I  have  pointed  out,  the  clause 
only  renders  punishable  by  summary 
jurisdiction  what  is  now  punishable  by 
means  of  indictment.  The  hon.  Member 
says  that  if  we  pass  the  clause  as  it  now 
stands  you  will  make  it  a  criminal  of- 
fence, punishable  by  summary  jurisdic- 
tion, to  agree  to  induce  a  person  to 
attain  a  lawful  object ;  but  that  is  not 
the  fact,  for  it  is  not  an  offence  punish- 
able by  indictment  at  the  present  time 
to  combine  to  effect  a  legal  object  by 
legitimate  means. 

Mb.  chance  :  There  is  a  great  dis- 
tinction between  the  object  of  obtaining 
the  non-fulfilment  of  a  legal  obligation 
and  the  object  of  obtaining  the  non- 
performance of  an  act  that  a  person  is 
perfectly  entitled  not  to  do.  There  is 
no  obligation  pre-existing  as  the  hiring 
of  land.  We  are  told  that  this  clause 
will  not  make  it  criminal  to  do  any  act 
which  is  not  criminal  already ;  but  that 
I  altogether  deny.  A  criminal  con- 
spiracy is  to  agree  to  adopt  means  to 
attain  an  object,  either  one  of  which 
must  be  crinunal — either  the  means  or 
the  obj  ect.  But,  under  this  clause,  to  agree 
to  attain  by  legal  means — that  is  to  say, 
by  inducement — a  lawful  object  may  be 
made  a  criminal  conspiracy.  No  one 
denies  that  we  have  these  three  things 
under  the  clause  —  agreement,  means, 
and  object.  Indacement  is  laid  down  as 
the  means.  What  question  can  arise 
outside  the  limits  of  these  three  things 
I  utterly  fail  to  conceive.  We  are  told 
that  an  Amendment  has  been  intro- 
duced and  accepted  by  the  Committee 
which  will  prevent  a  new  offence  being 
created  under  this  Act.  But  if  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Holmes)  will  take  the  trouble  to  refer 
to  Mr.  Justice  Stephen  on  Criminal 
Law  Amendment,  or  to  the  same  autho- 
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ritj  on  Conspiracy,  as  given  in  pages  124 
and  125  of  Boscoe's  Criminal  Evidence^ 
lie  will  there  learn  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Justice  Stephen,  reasons  must 
be  found  by  the  Judge  for  declaring  it 
to  be  criminal  to  combine  to  do  an  act 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge,  is 
politically  or  socially  dangerous.  And 
yet  you  are  giving  powers  to  two  nomi- 
nees of  the  Government,  and  investing 
them  with  the  powers  which  Mr.  Justice 
Stephen  says  the  Judges  already  possess. 
Any  combination  which  the  Judge  de- 
clares to  be  criminal  is  already  punish- 
able by  law.  By  this  Bill  you  are  making 
the  Resident  Magistrates  Judges,  and 
giving  them  despotic  power  to  declare  an 
agreement  criminal,  and  you  point  out 
clearly  that  a  combination  or  an  agree- 
ment to  induce  a  person  not  to  let,  hire, 
use,  or  occupy  any  land  is  a  criminal 
conspiracy. 

Ma.  O'DOHEETY  (Donegal,  N.) :  If 
this  Amendment  had  been  in  principle 
decided,  or  came  close  to  being  decided, 
by  the  determination  which  the  Com- 
mittee arrived  at  yesterday,  it  would  not 
be  necessary  for  me  to  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee much  upon  this  question,  because 
I  should  not  be  able  to  bring  myself  to 
repeat  an  argument  with  reference  to  it. 
Such  repetition  only  weakens  the  position 
of  a  speaker  in  a  case  like  this.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land, I  think,  rather  underrated  the  ar- 
gument of  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Chance), 
and  did  not  sufficiently  appreciate  the 
distinction  he  wishes  to  point  out.  But, 
whether  there  is  or  not  a  distinction  to 
be  drawn  between  the  1st  and  2nd  parts 
of  the  sub-section,  I  would  suggest  to  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that 
this  clause  will  have  a  serious  effect 
upon  the  Ulster  Tenant  Bight  Custom 
which  has  prevailed  for  the  past  100 
years.  The  Ulster  tenants  have  com- 
bined to  refuse  to  take  farms  where  the 
tenant  right  was  not  adequately  recog- 
nized by  the  landlord ;  and  clearly  the 
sub-section  imder  discussion,  as  it  now 
stands,  would  render  such  combination 
a  criminal  conspiracy  in  the  view  of  any 
Besident  Magistrate  who  chose  so  to 
construe  the  provision.  I  cannot  allow 
to  pass  without  protest  anything  which 
would  cast  upon  Ulster  the  stain  that 
its  tenants  have  been  living  in  a  crimi- 
nal conspiracy  for  the  past  100  years. 
I  have  known  cases  in  Ulster  in  which 
farms  have  laid  vacant  for  20  years  in 
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consequence  of  refusal  'o  recognize  the 
tenant-right  custom.     I  have  known  a 
case  where  a  Protestant  has  been  evicted 
from  a  farm  in  a  Catholic  district,  and 
a  foot  would  not  be  put  into  it  by  a 
Catholic  farmer ;  and  I  have  known  a 
Catholic  evicted  in  a  Protestant  district 
with  a  precisely  similar  result.     I  have 
known  farms,  under  these  circumstances, 
lie  idle  for  20  or  30  years,  the  owner 
merely  disposing  of  the  grazing  of  it. 
But  few  persons  were  mad  enough  to 
refuse  the  Ulster  tenant  right  in  the 
face  of  such  a  spirit  as  that.      Then, 
what  will  happen  now  when  evictions 
take  place,  and  the  landlord  assumes 
possession  of  the  land,  the  tenant  for- 
feiting for  a  year's  rent  his  15  years' 
possession?    The  landlord  will  have  14 
years  of  another  man's  property,  and  he 
will  probably  desire  to  get  the  land  in 
occupation  again  to  his  own  advantage. 
Whatever  your  laws  may  be,  there  will 
certainly    be    a    higher    law — that    of 
honour  and  respect  for  another  man's 
property,  which  will  never  be  broken  by 
the  people  of  Ireland.    What  is  the  use 
of  passing  Criminal  Laws  to  make  men 
do  a  certain  thing,  which,  though  not 
criminal  according  to  the  law,   is  far 
more  criminal  in  their  eyes  than  that 
which  this  measure  would  make  crimi- 
nal,   and    which    involves    a    greater 
penalty,  from  a  social  point  of  view, 
than  the  breaking  of  the  law  ?    I  wish 
to  draw  a  clear  distinction  between  the 
decision  we   arrived  at  yesterday  and 
the  point  raised  to-day.      I  think  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  put  down  the  pre- 
sent Amendment  was.  well  advised.     I 
believe  I    am    correct    that    the  hon. 
Member  took  the  advice  of  those  most 
able  and  experienced  in  these  matters 
before  moving  the  Amendment  as  to  the 
form  in  which  it  should  be  brought  for- 
ward.     I  admire  the  ingenuity  witk 
which  he  tried  to  reconcile  his  Conserva- 
tive principles  with  what  I  consider  his 
kind  heart,  for  he  has  shown  himseir 
kind-hearted    in    this    matter — ^he,     at 
least,  has  been  in  Ireland  and  knows 
what  we  are.     It  is  an  extraordinary 
thing  that  we  should  now  be  supportingr> 
an  Amendment  moved  from  the  othec* 
side  of  the  House.     I  can  understand, 
the    Committee   saying    that    it    is    i^ 
conspiracy    to    induce    a    man   not   to 
do  a  thing  which  he  is  under  oblig^a^ 
tion  to    do,  and  which   a    third    per^ 
son  has  a  right  to  have  performed.     In 
that  case  there  is  a  duty  on  one  hand. 
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and  a  right  on  the  other ;  and  if  a  eon- 
Bpiracj  is  got  up  to  break  the  relations 
of  the  two  men  mutually  bound  to  each 
other,  there  is  some  argument  to   be 
offered  for  making  it  criminal,  because 
the  conspirators  would  be  without    a 
reasonable  excuse.    But  take  the  case 
of  a  farm  which  is  yaoant.     There  is  no 
obligation  on  anyone  to  take  it.    A  man 
may  be  induced  not  to  take  it,  and  pres- 
sure may  be  put  upon  him  to  refrain  from 
taking  it.  The  idixmQt primd  facie  may  do 
what  he  likes  with  the  farm;  he  may 
accept  a  person  as  tenant,  or  refuse  him, 
just  as  he  likes,  and  no  one  can  com- 
plain;   and  equally  the  person  sought 
to  be  induced  or  persuaded  has  incurred 
DO  duty  with  regard  to  its  acceptance  or 
refusal,  and  the  persoo  who  induces  or 
persuades  him  clearly  should  not  be  held 
criminal.     It  is  a  different  thing  where, 
in    the    words  of   the  Amendment,   a 
person   is   ''compelled"  by  means  of 
'*  threats,  intimidation,  or  violence,"  not 
to  take  a  farm.     There  is  an  obvious 
distinction    between    the   1st  and  2nd 
part  of  the  sub-section.    In  the  one  case 
a  person  is  prevented  from  fulfilling  a 
l^al  obligation.    A  man  is  compelled 
to  do  that  which  it  is  a  breach  of  duty 
to  do,  and  which  it  is  a  breach  of  another 
man's  right  to  have  done ;  and  there  may 
be  some  g^und  for  calling  that  a  criminal 
coDspiracy.     In  the  other  case,  you  sup- 
pose a  man  who  has  a  farm,  which  he 
has  a  right  to  let  in  the  best  way  he  can, 
but  there  is  no  duty  on  the  community 
to  take  it,  nor  is  there  any  obligation  on 
any  individual  to  do  so,  therefore  there 
is  no  breach  of  any  right  of  the  landlord. 
But  to  go  further  than  that,  though  the 
Amendment  deals  only  with  the  question 
of  land,  there  are  many  cases  where  it  is 
the  duty  and  right  of  a  man  to  induce 
others  not  to  buy  at  a  particular  time,  or 
sell  at  a  particular  time,  and  to  put  up 
prices  at  a  particular  time.    This  right 
IS  recognized  in  England,  and  I  must 
say  I  do  not  believe  the  commercial 
prosperity  of  England  would  have  been 
at  all  what  it  is  to-day  if  you  had  put 
shackles  on  the  right  of  trade  combina- 
tions. 1  only  rise,  however,  to  distinguish 
between  the  two  parts  of  the  sub -section 
— namely,  the  fulfilling  of  legal  obliga- 
^ons — which  we  dealt  with  yesterday — 
and  the  taking  of  land  with  regard  to 
which  no  legal  obligation  exists.    To  my 
own  knowledge,  the  Ulster  tenant  right 
)i^  been  preserved  by  a  practice  wluch 
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I  firmly  believe,  if  this  law  had  been 
passed  years  ago,  would  have  been  held 
to  be  criminal,  and  would  have  had  the 
effect  of  throwing  one-half  of  the  tenant 
farmers  of  the  Province  into  gaol. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALT  (Cork) :  I 
think  that  having  regard  to  the  quarter 
from  which  this  Amendment  comes  the 
Government  have  received  it  with  very 
scant  courtesy.    It  would,  indeed,  be  a 
curious  result  to  see  the  cloture  applied 
to  it  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury ;  but  we  may 
take  it,  having  regard  as  I  say  to  the 
quarter  whence  it  come,  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  take  that  course.     I  agree  with 
my  hon.  Friends  that  we  are  forced  to 
support  this  Amendment  by  the  decision 
of  the  Committee  last  night  on  the  pro- 
posal to  omit  the  words  **  or  induce."    I 
think  it  is  perfectly  plain  that  there  is 
a  substantial  distinction,  not  merely  of 
form,  but  of  fact,  between  the  present 
Amendment  and  that  moved  last  night 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member    for    Hackney    (Sir    Charles 
Eussell).      The  Attorney  General    for 
Ireland  tells  us  that  what  is  intended  to 
be  struck  at  by  this  clause  is  the  use  of 
illegal  means.    He  says  that  this  clause 
will  not  be  operative  in  the  case  of 
any   innocent    combination,    and    that 
unless  the  means  which  any  body  of 
men  combining  together  take  to  effect 
this  object  are  illegal,  this  clause  will 
not  apply.    I  meet  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  on  that  ground,  and 
I  ask,  if  it  is  his  view  that  this  Bill 
should  not  apply  save  in  a  case  where 
illegal  means  are  used  to  further  the 
object  of  conspiracy,  will  he  consent  to 
insert  in  the  sub-section  now  under  dis- 
cussion, after  the  word  "  induce,"  not, 
perhaps,   the  words    proposed    in   the 
Amendment,    but    words    which    will 
carry  out  his  own  expressed  intention  ? 
Will  he  accept  such  words  as  **  or  in- 
duce by  illegal  means  ?  "    He  says  he 
does  not  want  to  limit  the  clause  in  the 
manner  pointed  out  in  the  Amendment 
of  one  of  his  supporters.     He  says  he 
does  not  want  to  umit  it  to  threats,  in- 
timidation,  or  violence.     Let  him,  at 
any  rate,  take  means  to  carry  out  his 
own  view,  and  to  make  his  declaration 
perfectly  plain.     Let  him  put  something 
in  the  Act  of  Parliament  by  which  the 
uninstruoted  Besident  Magistrates,  who 
will  have  the  administration   of  this 
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clause,  will  see  plainly  what  the  Goyem- 
ment  want.  I  think  we  are  entitled  to 
an  answer  on  that  point.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  says  it  is 
not  intended  that  this  Act  should  strike 
at  any  combinations  to  induce  any  per- 
sons by  illegal  means  to  do  a  legal  act ; 
and  that  being  so,  I  ask  them  to  embody 
in  the  words  of  this  clause  some  ex- 
pression which  will  make  their  intention 
perfectly  plain,  and  from  which  the 
Kesident  Magistrates,  who  will  after- 
wards be  the  administrators  of  the  new 
law,  will  have  the  conclusion  of  the 
Government  forced  on  them  that  this 
section  is  only  to  be  used  where  there 
has  been  a  conspiracy  to  induce  persons 
to  do  an  illegal  act,  or  to  induce  persons 
to  do  a  legal  act  by  illegal  means. 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  like  his  predecessors,  is 
travelling  rather  beyond  the  permissible 
scope  of  this  Amendment.  The  Oom- 
mittee  have  already  refused  to  admit 
the  words  ''or  induce,"  and  also  to  de- 
fine conspiracy  **  by  violence  or  intimi- 
dation." These  two  principles  govern 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  section,  and  the 
present  Amendment  is  only  admissible 
on  the  argument  that  in  dealing  with 
land  there  is  a  special  necessity  for  the 
making  of  a  definition. 

Me.  CHANGE:  On  the  point  of 
Order  I  should  like  to  point  out  that  the 
Amendment  to  strike  out  the  words  ''  or 
induce  "  had  reference  to  preventing  a 
person  from  fulfilling  a  legal  obligation. 

The  CHAIEMAN :  No ;  that  is  not 
so.  The  words  "compel  or  induce" 
govern  the  whole  section. 

Mr.  MATJEICE  HEALY:  I  quite 
accept  that  explanation  from  you.  Sir. 
It  is  quite  evident,  however,  that  the 
words  this  Amendment  proposes  to  in- 
troduce only  seek  to  govern  the  words 
of  the  section  which  deal  with  the  letting, 
hiring,  using,  or  occupying  of  land.  We 
agree  upon  that,  and  I  was  under  the 
impression  that  what  I  was  saying, 
though  general  in  its  character,  had  a 
particular  application  to  conspiracies  as 
affecting  dealings  with  regard  to  land. 
I  come  now  to  the  words  conspiracy  to 
induce  a  person  **not  to  let,  hire,  use, 
or  occupy  any  land."  What  is  the 
motive  of  these  words — what  is  the 
meaning  of  this  section  which  the  Go- 
vernment have  introduced  in  the  Bill  ? 
On  what  ground  have  they  based  the 
necessity  for  this  clause?    The  motive 
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power,  the  Government  have   used  to 
press  this  Bill  through  the  House  is  the 
undue  intimidation  as   to   the  letting, 
hiring,  or  selling  of  land  which  they  say 
has  prevailed  in  Ireland.    I  venture  to 
say  that   without  the  allegations  they 
have  made  in  regard  to  this  undue  in- 
timidation a  Bill  of  this    kind  would 
have  been  scouted  from  this  House  and 
this  country.    And,  that  being  so,  I  ask 
is  it  not    monstrous   that   while  their 
whole  case  is  founded  on  allegations  of 
intimidation,  they  should  push  this  Bill 
a  step  further  than  the  extent  to  which 
their  case  of  intimidation  would  show  it 
to  be  necessary  ?    If  their  case  is  that 
it  is  owing  to  intimidation  that  farms 
cannot  be  let,  and  that  tenants  combine 
to  obtain  reductions  of  rent,  and  their 
case  is  that  it  is  owing  to  intimidation 
that  combinations  for  those  purposes, 
which  would  not  otherwise  exist,  are  so 
powerful  in  Ireland,  I  say,  then,  why  not 
limit  the  clause  to  that  particular  point? 
I  maintain  that  without  the  impetus  that 
this  Bill  receives  from  these  cillegations 
of  intimidation,  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible for  the   Government   to  have 
introduced    it    in  this    House,  and   it 
would  be  impossible  for  them  to  defend 
it  before  the    country.     At   any  rate, 
before  they  can  ask  the  Committee  to 
extend  the  Bill  on  the  provisions  of  this 
clause  beyond  this  question  of  intimida- 
tion, they  are  bound    to   make  out  a 
specific  case  outside  "  threats,  intimida- 
tion, and  violence,"  for  the  necessity  of 
such  extension.  They  have  not  attempted 
to  do  anything  of  the  kind.    They  have 
not  attempted  to  show  that,  apart  from 
threats,  intimidation,  or  violence,  there 
are  things  which  make  such  a  dauaa 
reasonable.    In  all  the  wildest  appeals 
we  have  heard  from  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House — and  we  have  heard  some 
most    reckless    assertions    from    that 
quarter  as  to  the  condition  of  Ireland 
— there  has  not  been  a  single  attempt 
to  show  that,  apart  from  the  question  of 
intimidation,  any  case  for  this  olauso 
exists.    If  that  is  the  case,  are  we  not 
justified  in  asking  that  the  Government, 
who  found  this  Bill  on   allegations  of 
the    existence    of    intimidation  —  and 
found  it    on  nothing  else,  for  we  are 
told  that  thoy  do  not  rely  on  statistics 
of  crime — shall  limit  it  to  the  particular 
matter  they  allege  as  its  origin  ?     I  ^^ 
not  think  the  Government  are  treatmcr 
us  fairly  in  this  matter.    We  are  x&ot 
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content  with  their  general  allegation  as 
to  the  necessity  for  making  this  clause 
wide  enough  to  introduce  every  possible 
class  of  offence.  They  do  not  even  prove 
the  existence  of  offences  such  as   this 
Amendment  will  deal  with.    It  seems  to 
me,    when   such  enormous  powers  are 
given  and  confirmed  by  a  Bill  of  this 
kind,  the  Government  are  bound  to  pro- 
duce justification,  not  merely  for  every 
clause  of  it,  but  for  every  line,  every 
word,  and  every   syllable   it  contains. 
Liberty    should  not  be   restricted,  the 
Constitution  should  not  be  cut  in  upon, 
except  to  the  extent  for  which  a  case 
been  made  out  for  it.    If  the  Govern- 
ment complain  that  offences  of  a  par- 
ticular character  exist,  I  submit  that  any 
remedy  that  Parliament  applies  should 
be  limited  to  the  case  they  make  out. 
It  is  an  old  maxim  in  connection  with 
the  construction  of  Acts  of  Parliament 
that,  in  order  to  find  out  the  object  of 
an  Act,  you   ought   first   to  learn  the 
mischief  with  which  it  is  intended  to 
deal.     Now,  I  maintain  that  the  remedy 
this    clause  provides  is  not  limited  to 
the  mischief   of    which   the    Govern- 
ment complain.    My  complaint  is  that 
they    extend   the    remedy  far   beyond 
any  mischief  they  allege,  and  make  it 
wide  enough  to  include  a  vast  variety  of 
cases  in    regard    to  which   they  have 
shown  no  necessity  for  the  clause.     I 
say,  therefore,  if  the  words  "  or  induce  " 
had  been  left  out  of  the  clause,  the  sec- 
tion would  have  been  sufficiently  stringent 
to  effect  the  avowed  object  of  the  Go- 
vernment.     The    Government    case   is 
amply  vindicated  by  the  adoption  of  the 
word    *' compel,"   and  I  think,  if  the 
section  were  limited  to  that  word,  the 
answer   given  by  the  right   hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  would  be  complete.    But  so 
long*  as  they  continue  to  retain  in  the 
section  the  use  of  the  words   ''or  in- 
duce,"   involving  and  describing   acts 
which  are  not  in  themselves  criminal, 
we  shall  be  warranted  in  asking  that 
where  the  object  in  view  is  not  illegal, 
and  where  the  conspiracy  is   a  mere 
conspiracy    to    induce    persons    to    do 
or    not    to    do    what    it   is    perfectly 
legal    for    them    to  do  or  not  to  do, 
that    then,    at    any   rate,  the    House 
will   step    in    and.  provide    that  some 
illagalitj    £»hall  be  pointed   to  in    the 
means  taken  to  effect  the  object  before 
the  daase  shall  pass  in  its  present  form. 


If  the  Government  can  make  out  a  case 
for  anything  beyond  what  is  in  this 
Amendment,  let  them  make  it  out ;  but 
certainly,  up  to  the  present,  they  have 
not  attenipted  to  do  so.  Until  they  have 
done  so,  I  hold  that  we  are  justified  in 
asking  the  Committee  to  limit  the  ap- 
plication of  the  clause. 

Mb.  chance  :  The  Amendment,  as 
it  stands  on  the  Paper,  reads — "To 
compel  any  person  or  persons,  by  means 
of  threats,  intimidation,  or  violence."  I 
fear  that  if  we  insist  upon  this  Amend- 
ment, we  shall  be  told  that  modification 
of  this  part  of  the  section  was  refused, 
because  we  wished  to  confine  it  to 
threats,  intimidation,  or  violence.  I 
would  ask  to  leave  out  of  the  Amend- 
ment the  words  '^by  means  of  threats, 
intimidation,  or  violence."  We  shall 
have  a  distinct  issue  then  as  to  whether 
to  compel  a  person  to  do  or  not  to  do 
what  he  has  a  perfectly  legal  right  to 
do  or  not  to  do  shall  be  rendered  criminal 
or  not.  I  assert,  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, that  the  word  "induce"  in 
this  section  is  distinctly  a  description  of 
method  and  means,  and  that  the  object 
not  being  in  itself  criminal,  and  it  being 
necessary  that  the  criminality  should  be 
found  in  the  means  here  stated,  the 
word  "compel,"  and  not  ** induce," 
should  apply.  If  the  clause  is  passed 
without  this  alteration,  it  will  be  for  the 
first  time  the  erection  of  a  combination 
to  induce  persons  to  attain  an  object 
which  is  lawful  into  a  criminal  con- 
spiracy. I  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land whether  it  is  contended  that  the 
words  "  or  induce"  do  not  constitute  a 
description  of  the  means  and  method  of 
the  object  of  a  conspiracy  ?  I  do  trust 
the  Attorney  General  for  England  will 
deal  with  that  question. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Does  the  hon. 
Member  move  to  omit  from  the  pro- 
posed Amendment  the  words  "by 
means  of  threats,  intimidation,  or  vio- 
lence ?  " 

Mr.  chance  :  Yes,  Sir. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment,  after  the  word  "  per- 
sons," to  omit  the  words  "  by  means  of 
threats,  intimidation,  or  violence."— 
(J/r.  Chance,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
proposed  Amendment." 

2  B  8  IJSkventh  ffigM.] 
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Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.): 
I  would  ask  the  Goyemment  whether, 
under  these  circumstances,  they  cannot 
see  their  way  to  accept  the  proposed 
Amendment. 

Mb.  chance  :  My  object  in  moving 
this  is  that  we  may  have  a  clear  issue 
before  us,  and  that  we  may  leave  no 
loophole  of  escape  to  the  Government, 
who  might  say  that  they  were  compelled 
to  reject  it,  because  it  would  render  the 
magistrates  imable  to  arrive  at  a  convic- 
tion for  certain  descriptions  of  unlawful 
combination. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
RiOHABD  Webstbb)  (Islc  of  Wight)  : 
The  Committee  will  understand  my  rea- 
son for  not  taking  part  in  this  discussion. 
It  was  that  I  consider  the  reasons  which 
have  been  advanced  more  than  once 
against  the  limitation  of  this  section 
apply  equally  to  the  present  proposal.  I 
quite  admit  that  it  is  a  substantial  modi- 
fication which  is  now  proposed,  still  the 
objections  already  taken  will  apply  to  it. 

Mr.  chance  :  The  words  have  not 
yet  been  omitted  from  the  Amendment. 
If  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
would  be  good  enough  to  permit  them 
to  be  omitted,  we  should  be  delighted  to 
hear  how  he  can  defend  the  application 
of  the  word  '* induce"  to  the  series  of 
acts  contained  in  the  clause  which  are 
perfectly  legal. 

Mb.  EDWARD  HARRINGTON 
(Kerry,  W.) :  I  do  not  see  the  use  of 
leaving  these  words  out  if  the  Govern- 
ment are  not  going  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. If  a  number  of  men  residing  in 
a  certain  district  see  in  their  neighbour- 
hood a  man  harshly  dealt  with  by  his 
landlord,  they  may  say  amongst  each 
other — '<  What  a  shame  it  is !  See  how 
this  man  has  been  treated."  Then,  one 
may  say,  '*  I  won't  take  that  farm,"  and 
another  may  say,  *'  Neither  will  I,"  and 
in  this  way  there  may  be  a  combination 
not  to  hire,  use,  or  occupy  the  land.  Is 
it  not  preposterous  to  call  that  a  criminal 
conspiracy  ?  The  inducements  to  which 
this  clause  will  apply  will  cover  the 
action  of  members  of  a  Temperance  or 
any  other  society  who  may  say — **We 
will  ag^ee  not  to  have  a  man  in  our  asso- 
ciation if  he  does  so  and  so,  or  if  he 
does  not  do  so  and  so,  and  we  will  not 
hire  or  occupy  his  land."  If  the  words 
it  is  proposed  to  leave  out  in  the  Amend- 
ment were  omitted,  we  shoidd  give  the 
Govenxmont  power  to  proceed  against 


these  men,  and  to  inflict  upon  them  the 
punishment  of  law  because  a  man  was 
expelled  from  their  ranks  for  going 
against  the  principles  to  which  he  sub- 
scribed, and  which  he  had  before  his 
eyes  when  he  entered  their  society. 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  I  have  been  in 
error  in  permitting  the  original  Amend- 
ment to  be  moved  at  all.  I  have  already 
pointed  out  that  the  words  ''  compel  or 
induce"  have  been  adopted,  and  these 
words,  I  find,  govern  all  the  words  which 
follow  in  the  section.  I  had  thought 
that  a  variation  might  be  introduced 
with  respect  to  dealings  with  land,  but 
I  see  that  the  words  of  the  section 


'*  To  compel  or  induce  any  peroon  or  penons 
either  not  to  fulfil  his  or  their  legal  oUi^tions, 
or  no  not  to  let,  hire,  use,  or  occupy  any  luid," 

and  so  on.  The  words  ''either"  and 
''or"  clearly  indicate  that  the  word 
"  induce  "  applies  to  the  whole  of  the 
section. 

Mb.  chance  :  This  Amendment  is 
not  ours.  It  is  on  the  paper  in  the  name 
of  a  Tory  Member,  and  we,  in  his 
absence  owing  to  illness,  undertook  to 
move  it  for  mm.  I  am  not  responsible 
for  the  wording  of  it,  and  all  I  can  do 
on  behalf  of  that  absent  Member  is  to 
submit  to  your  ruling. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  In  the  words  as 
they  originally  stood  in  the  Amendment, 
would  it  not  be  competent  for  us  to  dis- 
cuss whether  it  shall  be  an  illegal  con- 
spiracy to  "  compel "  a  person  not  to  do 
certain  things,  instead  of  "  compel  or 
induce?"  Could  we  not  take  out  the 
word  "  or,"  so  as  not  to  limit  the  seoond 
part  of  the  section  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN:  No;  that  could 
not  be  done,  inasmuch  as  the  word 
"  either  "  governs  the  section  as  well  as 
the  word  '•  or." 

Original  Amendment,  and  proposed 
Amendment  thereto,  by  leave,  wtthSrti^pn. 


Mb.  O'DOHERTY:  I  propose,  in 
19,  after  the  word  "  occupy^'  to  insert 
the  words — 

'*Sell  or  exercise  any  customary  privilege, 
usage,  tenant  right,  easement,  or  profit  a 
prendre  in  or  over.^* 

I  propose  this  Amendment  to  meet  the 
case  of  a  combination  of  landlords  in 
Ireland  to  prevent  the  tenants  ezeroisiii|» 
the  rights  given  by  the  Irish  Lwid  A.e^ 
and  also  to  meet  a  case  which  is  ^ir a  Jtl 


common  of  organized  interference   'with. 
r^oeiver^  of  rent  in  re^;ard  to  the 
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tomaiy  privileges  and  rights  of  tenants 
in  yariouB  parts  of  the  country.  These 
organizations  are  carried  on  in  a  very 
respectable  manner,  so  far  as  outer  eyes 
can  see,  and  by  very  respectable  people ; 
but  their  effect  is  to  injure  others,  and 
interfere  with  the  rights  which  are  se- 
cured to  them  by  law.  These  things  are 
done  openly,  so  that  in  their  case  there  is 
no  necessity  for  a  Star-Ohamber  inquiry. 
I  am  afraid  that,considering  the  character 
of  the  Judge  who  will  have  to  decide  the 
cases,  even  if  this  Amendment  were  ac- 
cepted it  would  be  of  little  use ;  but  I 
move  it  as  a  protest  against  what  I  see 
will  be  one  of  the  effects  of  this  clause 
—namely,  the  destruction  of  the  Ulster 
Tenant  Bight  Association.  There  will 
be,  under  this  clause,  cases  of  continual 
warfare ;  but,  as  a  rule,  the  individual 
landlord  can  act  against  the  tenant,  so 
fbat  the  conspiracy  will  only  be  on  the 
Bide  of  the  tenant  as  against  the  land- 
lord. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  In  order  to  make 
sense,  the  hon.  Member  must  move  to 
admit  the  word  **  or  "  before  the  word 
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occupy.       

Mb.  O'DOHERTY  :  Then  I  do  that, 
Sir. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  9,  line  19,  leave  out  "  or  occupy," 
and  inaeit  *'  occupy,  sell,  or  exercise  any  custo- 
Bttry  privilege,  usage,  tenant  right,  easement, 
or  profit  Vkprendre  in  or  over." — (Mr.  G*])oherty.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  words 

Spoeed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
use." 

Thb  ATTOENBT  general  (Sir 
BiCHABB  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight): 
I  cannot  understand  what  case  the  hon. 
Member  has  made  out  for  this  Amend- 
ment. He  has  stated  very  fairly  and 
frankly  that  he  proposes  in  some  way 
to  protect  tenants  against  the  operations 
of  open  associations  which  are  not  formed 
by  illeg^  means.  I  should  imagine 
that  he  wishes  to  direct  his  Amendment 
against  the  Commons  Preservation  So- 
dety,  whose  object  is  to  prevent  squat* 
ting;  at  any  rate,  *I  do  not  think  he 
has  made  out  a  case  for  his  Amend- 
ment. 

Mb.  O'DOHERTY :  At  any  rate,  it  is 
a  great  thing  to  have  got  from  so  high 
an  authority  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  an  expression  of  opinion  that 
tiiere  can  be  combinations  oi  landlords 
to  the  protection  oi  their  rights. 


8m  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  No 
doubt  that  is  so, 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.): 
In  my  judgment,  the  Amendment  is  one 
which,  even  if  it  were  carried,  the  tenants 
would  not  be  able  to  put  in  operation. 
The  landlords  have  the  appointment  of 
the  Resident  Magistrates,  practically 
speaking,  and  naturally  the  magistrates 
would  not  put  this  section  into  operation 
against  their  patrons,  even  if  tiiey  had 
the  power.  However,  I  did  think  that 
we  should  have  had  from  Her  Majesty's 
Government  some  expression  of  dis- 
approval of  the  practice  on  the  part  of 
some  landlords  of  preventing  tenants 
from  availing  themselves  of  the  right  to 
sea-wrack  and  bog.  The  difficulty  that 
I  see  with  regard  to  all  these  Amend- 
ments— though  I  quite  approve  of  their 
object — is  this,  that  if  we  passed  50  of 
them  we  should  not  derive  any  benefit, 
because  the  magistrates  in  the  districts 
will  be  the  landlords'  henchmen,  and 
will  not  carry  out  the  clause  against 
them.  I  do  not  regret  the  refusal  of  the 
Amendment  by  the  Qovemment,  because 
even  if  it  had  been  accepted,  it  would 
never  have  been  put  into  operation,  but 
would  have  been  wrested  in  some  way 
by  the  landlords  against  the  tenants.  I 
trust  my  hon.  Friend  will  not  persist  in 
his  Motion. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  mthdrawn. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  On  behalf  of 
my  hon.  Eriend  the  Member  for  South 
Ealkenny  (Mr.  Chance),  I  beg  to  move 
the  insertion  of  the  Amendment  which 
stands  in  his  name — namely,  after 
"  land,"  in  line  20,  to  add  "  within  such 
proclaimed  district."  I  propose  this 
Amendment,  because  I  think  the  section 
should  only  apply  to  the  criminal  con- 
spiracies specified  when  they  take  place 
within  the  proclaimed  districts. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
20,  after  **land,"  insert  **  within  such 
proclaimed  district."— (ITr.  T.M.  Sealy.) 

Question  proposed,  '^  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (DubUn  Uni- 
versity) :  I  cannot  accept  this  Amend* 
ment,  as  it  would  involve  the  manifest 
absurdity  of  excepting  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  clause  a  conspiracy  in  a  pro- 
claimed district  to  commit  an  offence 
just  outside  that  district.    It  is  neoes- 
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Bary  to  retain  the  clause  as  drafted  in 
order  to  maintain  the  efficiency  of  this 
section. 

Mr.  change  :  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  says  he  cannot 
accept  the  Amendment,  because  it  is 
necessary  to  protect  the  efficiency  of  the 
powers  of  Section  1.  This  is  the  argu- 
ment upon  which  the  Amendment  is 
based,  that  you  declare  that  it  is  only 
necessary  to  protect  people  within  cer- 
tain defined  limits  from  illegal  acts,  or, 
rather,  from  acts  against  which  by 
singularly  unconstitutional  methods  you 
desire  to  afford  protection.  The  pre- 
sumption is  that  you  wish  to  leave  per- 
sons outside  those  proclaimed  districts 
to  the  adequate  protection  of  the 
ordinary  law.  It  is  for  that  reason  why 
I  do  not  see  that  a  conspiracy  within  a 
proclaimed  district  to  commit  acts  which 
are  not  in  themselves  illegal  outside 
that  district  should  be  punished  as  are 
offences  specially  legislated  for  in  the 
case  of  proclaimed  districts. 

Me.  MAUEICE  HEALT  supported 
the  Amendment. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  I  maintain  that 
the  magistrates  in  Cork  should  not  have 
power  to  deal  with  a  conspiracy  in 
I)onegal — that  they  should  not  have 
power  to  bring  to  Cork  a  man  from 
Donegal,  or  send  to  Donegal  a  man 
from  Cork.  The  Act  reads — "  Any 
person  who  shall  commit  any  of 
the  following  offences  in  a  proclaimed 
district,  etc.,  and  amongst  the  offences 
is  a  criminal  conspiracy.  Well,  a  con- 
spiracy may  take  place  in  an  organiza- 
tion having  branches  at  Cork,  at  Done- 
gal, and  elsewhere.  Is  it  to  be  permitted 
that  a  man  can  be  brought  from  Done- 
gal to  Cork  simply  because  he  belongs 
to  an  association  which  has  a  branch  in 
each  place?  If  the  section  is  allowed  to 
stand  as  framed  you  might  have  wit- 
nesses dragged  all  over  the  country. 
There  is  some  confidence  in  the  Common 
Law  as  it  exists  at  present,  for  in  those 
conspiracy  cases  which  were  committed 
in  Galway,  Monaghan,  Clare,  and  Kerry, 
the  defendants  were  tried  in  Dublin, 
and  which,  of  course,  involved  consider- 
able expense  in  railway  fares  and  so  on ; 
but  if  you  are  to  have  people  dragged 
indiscriminately  all  over  the  country, 
the  effect  will  be  infinitely  worse. 

Mr.  O'DOHEETY  :  I  am  afraid  there 
is  an  idea  that  there  is  some  virtue  in  a 
Proclamation;  but  no  earthly  good  would 

Mr.  JSohnei 


be  gained  by  carrying  this  Amendment, 
because  the  Proclamation  would  be 
widened  so  as  to  include  both  the  con- 
spiracy and  the  land.  I  do  not  see  that 
the  adoption  of  this  Amendment  would 
promote  the  object  for  which  it  is  moved. 
Looking  at  the  matter  in  the  best  way 
I  can,  it  seems  to  me  desirable  to  have 
the  Proclamation  issued  in  as  limited  a 
manner  as  possible.  I  think,  there- 
fore, that  this  Amendment  should  be 
withdrawn. 

Mr.    chance  :    The  Proclamation 
must  be  issued  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
in  a  certain  manner,  and  we  have  yet 
to  discuss  what  the  Proclamation  shall 
be,  and  whether  or  not  it  shall  be  under 
the  control  of  Parliament.    My  hon. 
Friend  is  prejudging  this  matter,  and 
has  taken  upon  himself  to  suppose  that 
it  will  be  competent  for  the  authorities 
to  enlarge  the  area  covered  by  the  Pro-> 
damation  as  they  choose.    If  we  decide 
that  the  Proclamations  are  to  be  under 
the  control  of  Parliament,  this  will  be 
impossible.    The  case  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  that  in  certain  disturbed  dis- 
tricts it  is  necessary  to  protect  people  by 
extreme  methods.    Admitting  this  case, 
I  say  that  the  real  danger  of  conspiracy 
is  to  be  found  where  the  conspiracy  can 
become  effective  for  some  particular  ob- 
ject. If  the  land  in  respect  of  which  a  con- 
spiracy is  on  foot  is  not  in  a  proclaimed 
district,  but  in  a  peaceful  district,  then  I 
say  that   a  conspiracy  fructifying  into 
crime  should  be  tried,  not  by  this  extra- 
ordinary •  summary  jurisdiction,  but  by 
an  ordinary  Court  of  Law.    I  say  it  is 
reasonable,  if  we  are   to  have  special 
Courts  of  Inquiry  under  this  Bill,  that 
we  should  only  have  them  to  try  offences 
that  occur  in  specially  proclaimed  dis- 
tricts.   They  should  not  trench  upon  the 
ordinary  law  until  the  ordinary  law  has 
been  found  insufficient.    I  say  that  the 
Government  should  not,  under  cover  of 
protecting  people  in    a  disturbed   and. 
proclaimed    district    from    an    offence, 
punish  offences  committed  in  a  peaoef  nl 
district  where,   according  to  their  ow^q 
showing — ^that  is  to  say,  by  the  absence 
of  a  Proclamation — the  ordinary  Courts 
of  Law  are  sufficient  for  the  maintenance 
of  law  and  order. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  move, 
after  "land,"  in  line  20,  to  insert  ''dealt 
with  in  the  Land  Act  of  1881.''     Tlua 
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Amendment  is  put  down  by  me,  because 
the  Ooyemment  have  been  saying  that 
the  character  of  the  trouble  in  Ireland 
is  agrarian,  and  that  if  the  agrarian 
difficulty  were  got  rid  of  there  would  be 
no  trouble  in  Ireland.  I  propose,  there- 
fore, that  they  should  deal  with  nothing 
that  is  not  agrarian  —  that  the  clause 
shall  not  have  a  wider  application  than 
the  clauses  of  the  Act  of  1881.  I  cannot 
Bee  that  the  Government  can  have  any 
difficulty  in  accepting  the  Amendment, 
as  the  Act  of  1881  applies  to  all  land 
that  is  a  source  of  trouble  and  annoyance 
in  Ireland.  There  may  be  land  on  which 
houses  are  built  in  towns,  and  common 
lands,  to  which  this  section  would  apply 
without  this  modification.  But  I  think 
the  land  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
magistrates  should  be  such  land  as  forms 
a  portion  of  that  which  you  yourselves 
say  makes  the  agrarian  difficulty  in 
Ireland. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
20,  after  '*land,^'  insert  *' dealt  with  in 
the  Land  Act  of  1881."— (ifr.  T.  M. 
BMf.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

1£b.  HOLMES:  I  cannot  agree  to 
accept  this  Amendment,  as  it  would 
ieave  untouched  the  Boycotting  of 
grazing  land  taken  for  the  summer 
months.  The  clause  would  not  be  suf- 
ficiently stringent  if  it  were  a  mere  re- 
production of  the  corresponding  clause 
in  the  Act  of  1882. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Kb.  MATJfilOB  HEALY :  I  beg  to 
move,  in  page  2,  line  20,  after  "  land," 
U)  leave  out  from  "or"  to  '*  occupation" 
in  line  21.  The  words  I  propose  to  leave 
OQtare— 

"  Or  not  to  deal  with,  work  for,  or  hire  any 
penon  or  persons  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
tade,  baaneaa,  or  occupation." 

These  words  deal  with  a  difficulty  which 
is  shortly  expressed  in  the  word  ''  Boy- 
cotting," and  that  is  the  point  to  which 
I  wish  to  attract  observation.  I  think 
die  offence  of  Boycotting  is  sufficiently 
dealt  with  and  met  by  the  second  sub« 
section  of  this  clause.  The  matter  is  not 
one  with  which  we  are  dealing  for  the 
first  time.  Boycotting  has  been  in  ex- 
istence since  the  year  1879,  when  the 
void  was  ooined,  I  think ;  and  in  the 
year  1882,  when  the  Qovemment  of  the 


day  were  passing  the  Crimes  Bill,  they 
most  carefully  considered  this  matter, 
and  framed  a  clause  of  their  Bill  which 
they  considered  amply  sufficient  to  deal 
with  it — namely,  the  Intimidation  Clause, 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
adopted  almost  in  identical  terms  in  Sub- 
section 2  of  this  clause.  The  point  I 
make  is  this — that  if  the  powers  taken 
in  1882  were  sufficient  for  the  Gk)vem- 
ment  of  that  day  to  suppress  Boycotting, 
the  Government  of  to-day,  who  profess 
that  this  Bill  is  a  milder  measure  than 
the  Crimes  Act,  ought  to  be  content  with 
similar  powers,  neither  more  nor  less. 
Her  Migesty's  Government  have  not 
made  up  their  minds  as  to  this  question 
of  Boycotting.  Lord  Salisbury  told  us 
that  no  legislation  could  put  down  Boy- 
cotting ;  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  told  us 
on  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  that 
the  Crimes  Act  did  put  down  Boycotting, 
and  that  three  months  after  the  lapse  of 
that  Act  Boycotting  was  introduced  to 
some  fabulous  extent.  I  must  assume 
that  the  latter  opinion,  being  the 
more  recent,  expresses  the  mature  view 
of  the  Government.  If  they  consider 
that  the  powers  taken  in  the  Crimes  Act 
were  effective  and  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
pose of  putting  down  Boycotting,  and  if 
this  is  a  milder  measure  than  the  Bill  of 
1882,  why  are  they  not  content  to  intro- 
duce into  this  Bill  the  same  provisions, 
no  more  and  no  less,  than  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  introduced  into  the  Act 
of  1882?  Let  me  point  out  that  Sub- 
section 2,  as  it  stands  at  present,  is 
amply  sufficient  to  meet  any  difficulty 
that  can  be  said  to  arise,  and  the  Go- 
vernment can  have  no  apprehension  that 
its  scope  will  be  cut  down  by  the  tri- 
bunal to  which  they  hand  over  its  ad- 
ministration with  such  confidence.  I 
remember,  under  the  Act  of  1882,  de- 
fending a  number  of  persons  against 
the  charge  of  intimidation  under  the 
clause  to  which  I  refer ;  and  I  remember 
one  case  where  I  appealed  from  two 
Besident  Magistrates  to  the  County 
Court  Judee,  and  where  we  solemnly 
discussed  tne  whole  question  of  Sub- 
section 2  for  two  days,  the  Judge  re- 
serving his  judgment,  and  telling  us  on 
the  next  day  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
effect  of  this  sub-section  was  that  no  one 
in  Ireland  could  go  anywhere  and  open 
his  mouth  to  deal  with  any  aspect  of  the 
agrarian  difficulty,  no  matter  how  mild 
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the  language  he  employed,  without 
running  himself  into  the  meshes  of  this 
clause.  He  told  us  that  while  this  clause 
was  in  force  every  man  who  spoke  on  a 

Elatform  in  Ireland  without  having  a 
iwyer  at  his  elbow  ran  a  great  risk  of 
making  the  acquaintance  of  a  plank  bed, 
and  thereupon  he  sentenced  my  client 
to  two  months'  imprisonment.  Now, 
that  being  so,  the  wording  of  this  Sub- 
section 2  being  of  such  a  searching  cha- 
racter, what  more  can  the  Government 
possibly  want?  Is  there  any  possible 
phase  of  this  Boycotting  difficulty  which 
is  not  met  by  either  of  the  portions  of 
this  Sub-section  2.  It  makes  it  illegal, 
with  violence  or  intimidation,  to  compel 
any  person  to  do  any  act  which  he  has  a 
legal  right  to  do,  or  a  legal  right  to 
abstain  from  doing,  or  to  abstain  from 
doing  any  act  which  he  has  a  legal  right 
to  do,  and  it  makes  it  illegid  to  use 
violence  or  intimidation  towards  a  per- 
son, in  consequence  either  of  his  having 
done  any  act  which  he  had  a  legal  right 
to  do,  or  of  his  having  abstained  from 
doing  any  act  which  he  had  a  legal 
right  to  abstain  from  doing.  That 
covers  every  conceivable  case  which  can 
possibly  arise  under  this  offence  of  in- 
timidation. That  being  so,  I  ask  can- 
not the  Government  be  content  with  the 
enormous  power  which  this  sub-clause 
gives  them  ?  What  case  have  they  made 
out  for  a  more  stringent  enactment  deal- 
ing with  the  subject  of  Boycotting  than 
was  made  out  in  1882  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment when  they  were  passing  the 
Crimes  Bill  ?  They  have  not  contended 
that  the  clause  in  the  Crimes  Act  was 
found  inefficient  in  any  way.  They  have 
not  ventured  to  offer  any  illustration,  or 
give  any  instcmces,  in  which  the  clause 
contained  in  that  Act  was  not  amply 
sufficient  for  every  purpose  in  dealing 
with  those  offences ;  and,  that  being  so, 
I  say  that  they  are  exceeding  the  bounds 
of  moderation  in  not  being  content  with 
this  very  searching  clause  of  the  Act  of 
1882,  and  in  taking  up,  under  this 
clause  dealing  with  conspiracy,  fresh 
powers  to  enable  them  to  deal  with  the 
very  same  class  of  offences.  I  think 
that  is  the  view  under  which  we  may 
properly  ask  the  Committee  to  omit 
these  words  which  I  here  propose  to 
leave  out»  I  cannot  expect  the  Govern- 
ment to  agree  with  the  reason  that  it 
is  monstrous  to  bring  up  every  person 
against  whom  even  a  whisper  of  Boy- 
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cotting  is  heard,  and  try  them  before 
the  sort  of  drum-head  tribunal  proposed 
in  this  clause.  I,  therefore,  address  to 
the  Qovemment  a  reason  drawn  from 
their  own  Bill  which  they  may  fairly  be 
expected  to  consider,  and  attach  some 
weight  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
20,  after  *'land,"  leave  out  from  "or," 
to  "occupation''  in  line  21. — {Mr. If. 
Healy,^ 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Sib  EICHARD  WEBSTER :  I  quite 
agree  that,  if  we  could  assent  to  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  Member — namely, 
that  there  is  no  necessity  to  go  beyond 
the  Act  of  1882  ;  that  there  will  be  no 
necessity  for  the  introduction  of  these 
words.      But  we  have  over  and  over 
again  pointed  out,  and  we  maintain  the 
same  ground  now,  that  in  our  view  there 
are  important  matters  which  it  is  essen- 
tial to  prevent,  with  which  the  Act  of 
1882  did  not  deal.    It  may  be — and  this 
is  one  of  the  arguments — ^that  there  may 
not    be    individual    intimidation;    but 
persons  may  meet  together,  and,  with- 
out performing  the  acts  themselves,  may 
provide  money  or  inducements  or  adopt 
other  measures  commonly  practised  by 
associations  to  compel,  or  induce  others 
to  take  the  steps  complained  of.  I  think 
it  is  desirable  to  have  regard  to  these 
matters  of  conspiracy,  and  therefore  X 
hold  that  the  Act  of  1882  is  not  suffi- 
cient. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr) :  If 
these  words  in  Sub-section  2  did    not 
include  the  cases  the  hon.  and  learned 
Qentleman  referred    to    then  I    could 
quite  understand  the  objection  to    the 
Amendment  of  my  hon.  Friend.  I  tliixik 
the  words  "  now  punishable  by  la^w  *' 
have  very  little  meaning  or  protection 
as  to    this  clause,  because,   under    the 
judgment  of  Lord  Fitzgerald,  we  knovr 
perfectly  well  that   the    words    ''  novr 
punishable  by  law"  really  amount  to 
no  protection  at  all.    I  would  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Attorney  General  to  t^ro 
of  the  words  it  is  proposed  to  strike  out 
— namely,  "work for.'*  Now,  to  compel 
or  induce  anyone  not  to  **  work  fox  **   & 
person  goes  a  great  deal  further   than 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  would  aeem 
to  require  according  to  the  argument  of 
the  Attorney  Qenem.  Under  the  Words 


m 


Criminal  Zaw 


in  this  clause  if  a  certain  number  of 
workmen  induce  their  fellow  workmen 
--not  by  intimidation,  not  by  violence 
or  threats,  but  merely  induce — not  to 
work  for   their    employer    because  of 
some  legitimate  reason,    they  will  be 
punishable  under  this  clause.    The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  shakes  his  head. 
I  know  that,  according  to  his  argument, 
that  would  not  be  so,  and  if  the  word 
"compel"  stood  alone  I  should  agree 
with  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman ; 
but  we  have  here  the  word  **  induce," 
about  which  there  has  been  a  great  deal 
of  argument,  and  that   makes  all  the 
difference  in  the  world.   Under  the  word 
"induce"    there    may    be    legitimate 
reasons  for  one  workman  trying  to  in- 
fluence another,  and  under  the  clause  as 
it  stands   the  magistrates — nay,    even 
under  the  judgment  of  Lord  Fitzgerald 
at  the  present  moment,  the  magistrates 
will  be  entitled  to  say  that  inducement 
brought  to  bear  upon  a  body  of  men  not 
to  continue  working  for  their  employer 
will  be  subject  to  the  penal  consequences 
attached  to  this  clause.     Under  the  Act 
of  1882  Boycotting  is  dealt  with  under 
the  head  of  intimidation.    Acts  which 
are  calculated  to  put  any  person  in  fear 
were  condenmed,  and  the  same  result 
might  be  efficiently  attained  by  adhering 
wmply  to  the  word  "  intimidation  "  in 
this  clause.     The  definition  of  the  word 
"intimidation"  at  the  end  of  the  Bill 
would  be  sufficient  protection;  but  as 
you  have  deliberately  refused  to  put  in 
intimidation,   and  give  the    protection 
which  is  conveyed  in  the  definition  of 
the  word  at  the  end  of  the  Bill,  I  think 
I  am  perfectly  entitled  to  say  that  any 
mere  trades  unionism,  in  the  legitimate 
sense  in  which  it  has  been  explained  in 
this  House  over  and  over  again,  would 
l>ring  those  indulging  in  it  under  the 
provisions  of   this  Bill.     The  Govern- 
ment do  not  want  to  accept  this  Amend- 
ment, because  they  want  to  go  a  great 
deal  farther  than  is  expressed  in  the 
words  of  the  measure.  But,  at  any  rate, 
I  am  glad  that  a  protest  has  been  made, 
because,  if  it  does  nothing  else,  it  will 
enable  us  to  refer  to  the  attitude  of  the 
Irish  Bepresentatives  in  any  action  we 
may  have  to  take  in  the  future — it  may 
justify  us  in  the  position  we  may  have 
to  assume   before  the  Besident  Magis- 
trates. 

Mb.  T.   M.   HEALT:   I  would   ask 
the  Gh>Tenuxient  what  is  the  use  of  their 
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putting  in  this  sub-section  ?  It  is  abso- 
lutely useless.  You  have  in  a  subse- 
quent sub-section  the  words  **Any 
person  who  shall  wrongfully  and  with- 
out legal  authority  use  violence  or  in- 
timidation." Your  word  ** intimidation" 
there  covers  the  whole  thing.  You  say 
any  person  who  shall  do  this  to  a  person 
to  make  him  do  an  act  which  he  has  a 
legal  right  to  abstain  from  doing,  or  to 
abstain  from  doing  an  act  which  he  has 
a  legal  right  to  do  shall  be  summarily 
prosecuted.  Well,  to  intimidate  a  person 
to  abstain  from  doing  that  which  ne  has 
a  legal  right  to  do  covers  the  words 
that  it  is  proposed  to  leave  out — 
namely — 

**Not  to  deal  with,  work  for,  or  hire  any 
person  or  persons  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
trade,  business,  or  occupation." 

I  may  be  told  that,  in  the  one  case,  the 
offence  is  conspiracy,  and  in  the  other  it 
is  not ;  but,  surely,  all  you  want  to  do 
is  to  punish  the  offender,  and  why  should 
you  not  effect  your  object  in  the  easiest 
manner?  This  drafting  is  perfectly 
absurd;  all  the  filigree  work  of  your 
draftsmen  here  is  absolutely  needless,  so 
far  as  your  Eesident  Magistrates,  who 
will  have  to  administer  this  measure, 
are  concerned.  Do  the  Government 
think  that  they  can  reach,  under  the 
words  proposed  to  be  left  out,  persons 
whom  they  could  not  reach  under  the 
2nd  sub-section  —  do  they  desire  to 
punish  men  under  the  Conspiracy  Clause 
for  doing  that  which,  if  done  by  each 
man  singly,  would  be  perfectly  legal? 
Suppose  a  man  goes  round  to  a  viUage 
to  sell  his  cow,  and  he  cannot  get  any- 
one to  buy  it,  is  every  person  who 
refuses  to  buy  it  to  be  punishable  under 
this  section? — because  there  is  your 
conspiracy  at  once.  You  have  all  con- 
spired not  to  buy  the  cow.  That  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  perfectly  absurd. 
Yet  that  seems  to  me  to  be  what  the 
clause  provides  for,  for  it  says — 

"To  induce  any  person  or  persons  not  to 
fulfil  his  or  tiieir  legal  obligations,  and  not  to 
deal  with  anyone  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
trade,  business,  or  occupation." 

That  takes  in  absolutely  everything.  I 
am  entitled  to  buy  my  cows  from  whom 
I  like ;  but  under  this  section  I  may  be 
punished  for  agreeing  not  to  buy  them 
from  a  certain  individual.  Am  I  to  be 
told  that  the  Qovemment  are  to  f orestal 
the  market,  so  to  speak — to  rigp  the 
market— in  the  interests  of  partici^^ 
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persons  ?  If  a  landlord  sends  his  pigs 
into  the  market  and  fails  to  get  a  pur- 
chaser, are  you  going  to  punish  every- 
one who  refuses  to  buy  except  at  their 
own  price?  That  is  what  the  clause 
really  comes  to.  The  idea  in  this  clause 
that  it  is  to  be  a  criminal  act  **  not  to 
deal  with  "  a  person  is  most  grotesque. 
Lord  Salisbury's  speeches  are  stuck  up 
in  letters  of  gold,  I  presume,  at  your 
firesides.  If  you  read  them,  you  will 
see  that  he  says  that  you  cannot,  by 
legislation,  interfere  with  Boycotting. 
He  says  that  you  cannot  compel  people 
to  associate  with  a  man — that  if  a  man 
goes  into  church,  and  the  other  people 
present  do  not  desire  his  society,  no  Act 
of  Parliament  that  you  can  pass  can 
compel  them  to  jjray  with  him.  But 
apply  this  clause  in  this  way,  and  you 
will  see  how  iniquitous  it  is.  If  a  man 
has  cattle  to  sell,  under  the  ordinary  law 
you  cannot  compel  people  to  buy  them  ; 
but  under  this  clause  you  will  be  able 
to  do  so.  They  may  refuse  to  **deal" 
with  him,  and  **deal'*  means  **buy." 
Do  let  the  Government  consider  well  our 
proposal  so  far,  at  least,  as  *'  deal ''  is 
concerned.  This  word  seems  to  me  a 
repeating-rifle  sort  of  thing — or  rather, 
I  should  say,  it  is  a  grape-shot — it  hits 
everywhere.  To  compel  a  man  to  sell 
you  the  necessaries  of  life  is  a  very  dif- 
ferent thing  from  compelling  a  man  to 
buy  them,  and  yet  that  is  what  this 
section  effects.  It  goes  up  and  down— 
it  affects  buying  as  well  as  selling.  It 
is  absurd  to  say  even  that  Boycotting 
ever  prevented  persons  from  purchasing. 
Even  the  Primrose  League  does  not  pre- 
vent people  from  purchasing  from  their 
own  political  friends.  You  can  always  buy 
from  people  pf  your  own  way  of  think- 
ing ;  but  compel  persons  to  sell  things  if 
you  like ;  do  not  say,  however,  that  I 
must  deal  with  a  certain  person.  I  will 
not.  I  will  not  buy  anything  because  it 
is  the  landlord's— whether  it  is  his  pigs 
or  potatoes,  unless,  indeed,  I  can  get 
them  at  my  own  price.  Why  do  not 
you  pass  an  Act  saying  that  these  things 
shall  be  sold  at  such  a  price,  and  that  if 
that  price  is  not  given  it  will  be  intimi- 
dation or  conspiracy.  I  say  this  word 
'*  deal" — and  you  should  add  **  or  sell " 
—is  a  preposterous  thing  to  put  into 
this  section.  You  may  make  a  man  sell, 
but  to  compel  a  man  to  buy  is  a  thing 
that  all  the  King's  horses  and  all  the 
King's  men  cannot  make  him  do.    He 
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may  have  no  money — he  may  plead  the 
Bankruptcy  Clauses  of  your  Land  Bill. 
I  do  ask  the  Solicitor  General  for  Eng- 
land to  make  some  statement  on  this 
matter,  to  give  us  his  view  of  the  sec- 
tion, and  tell  us  what  it  means. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

Mr.  E.  T.  EEID  (Dumfries,  &c.) :  I 
am  sorry  that  my  hon.   and    learned 
Friend  the  Member  for  Hackney  (Sir 
Charles  Eussell)  is  not  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  moving  the  Amendment  in  his 
name,  to  which  he  attaches,  and  I  think 
many  of  us  attach,  great  importance. 
In  his  absence  he  has  asked  me  to  move 
the  Amendment  on  his  behalf.    I  wish 
to  say  that  the  object  of  the  Amendment 
is  to  prevent  that  which  is  unquestion- 
ably an  evil  in  Ireland.    The  object  we 
have  in  view  is  to  enable  the  tenant- 
farmers    in    that    unhappy  country  to 
know  the  landmarks  by  which  they  may 
distinguish  between  lawful  combination, 
as  far  as  this  Act  is  concerned,  and  com- 
bination within  its  meshes.    I  know  it 
may  be  said  that  some  forms  of  com- 
bination   may  be  crime  for  summary 
punishment ;  but  we  say  give  us  some 
idea  of  what  that  crime  is,  however  im- 
perfect, by  which  the  tenants  may  know 
how  they  can  keep  outside  the  penalties 
of  the  Bill.    This  subject  has  already 
been,  to  some  extent,  discussed  on  an 
Amendment  already  brought  forward, 
and  in  that  which  I  have  to  say  I  shall 
endeavour  to  avoid  going  over  the  old 
ground,  although  it  is  impossible  abso* 
lutely  to  avoid  going  over  it.    There 
have  been    several  Amendments    pro- 
posed tending  in  this  direction.    Among 
others  an  attempt  was  made  to  provide 
that  no  combination  should  be  punisli- 
able  unless  the  means  used  were  vio- 
lence and  intimidation ;  it  was  also  pro- 
posed that  the  clause  should  be  limited 
to  cases  of  compulsion.    These  Amezid- 
ments  have  not  oeen  accepted.   We  are^ 
therefore,   now  practically  fighting    Ixx 
the  last  ditch,  and,  perhaps,  I  may  eciy 
without  any  great  hope  of  success,  \>'u.t 
still  with  the  view  of  making  dear  tli^e 
point  at  issue  between  the  Govemmexrt 
and  ourselves.    I  propose  that  in 
Courts  of    Summary  Jurisdiction 
one  man  should  not  be  punished 
doing  a  thing  which  is  innocent  in. 
eye  of  the  Criminal  Law,  merely " 
some  other  person  combines  with  hi 
do  the  same  thing — that  anlesiii* 
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means  employed,  or  the  thing  aimed  at, 
constitute  a  crime,  persons  should  not 
be  punishable  for  combining  together. 
Now,  there  are  some  peculiarities  I 
desire  shortly  to  touch  upon  in  the  law 
of  Ireland,  with  regard  to  conspiracy, 
contained  in  a  few  sentences  in  a  sum- 
ming up  of  Mr.  Justice  Fitzgerald,  which 
distinguish  the  law  of  England  from  the 
law  of  Ireland,  that  is  to  say,  so  far  as  I 
know  the  law  of  England.  I  think  no 
Judge  in  recent  times  has  ever  put  in 
England  the  Law  of  Conspiracy  to  any- 
thing like  the  same  use  as  that  to  which 
it  ha^  been  put  in  the  case  of  *'  The 
Queen  a,  Pamell."  That  learned  Judge 
pointed  out  in  that  important  trial  that 
conspiracy  consists  in  an  agreement  by 
two  or  more  to  do  an  unlawful  act,  or  to 
do  an  act  by  unlawful  means.  I  would 
point  out  that  by  the  term  **  unlawful " 
it  is  not  intended  to  confine  the  mean- 
ing of  the  term  unlawful  to  what  is 
in  itself  criminal.  The  learned  Judge 
says — 

**  Ujiont  instance,  a  tenant  withholds  his  rent,it 
is  a  Tiolation  of  the  right  of  the  landlord ;  hut 
it  would  not  he  a  criminal  act  in  a  tenant,  though 
it  would  he  a  yiolation  of  a  right ;  hut  if  two  or 
more  agree  to  do  that  act  &ere  would  he  a 
criminal  act." 

I  think  it  follows,  from  the  law  as  here 
laid  down,  that  it  is  possible,  according 
to  Irish  Law,  that  there  should  be  a 
conspiracy  punishable  which  does  not 
in  any  way  involve  a  criminal  object. 
Such  a  conspiracy  might  compass  an  un- 
lawful end ;  but  it  is  no  more  criminal 
than  my  refusal  to  carry  out  a  bargain 
I  may  make  with  a  cabdriver.  There 
is  one  other  matter  referred  to  in  the 
same  judgment — namely,  the  extreme 
ease  with  which  evidence  is  received  in 
cases  of  this  kind.    The  Judge  said — 

"  I  Itare  to  inform  you  that  in  the  law  of 
conspiracy  there  is  no  necessity  that  there 
■kcRdd  be  an  express  act  of  conspiracy,  hut  that 
iJbB  paitiee  might  then  and  there  personally  at- 
tempt to  carry  out  the  alleged  purpose.  It 
miffiit  be  that  the  conspirators  have  never  seen 
ea&  other,  and  yet  at  law  they  are  parties 
m  a  criminal  proceeding.'' 

Thai  decision  will  not,  I  think,  be  dis- 
puted to  be  the  Law  of  Ireland  at  the 
present  time ;  and  I  say  it  has  never  been 
equalled  and  never  rivalled  by  any  de- 
duBum  in  England  of  the  like  severity. 
Ife  most,  however,  be  remembered  that 
ttsjwill  be  the  Law  of  Conspiracy  in  Ire- 
before  whateyer  tribunal  a  case 
fllHbgMEtattteAotinaycome.  Now  let 


me  apply  that  to  the  payment  of  rent. 
There  is  a  land  war  going  on  at  the 
present  time  in  Ireland.  Let  me  sup- 
pose that  40  or  50  tenants  on  an  estate 
did  not  pay  the  rent.  Then  if  it  can  be 
inferred  that  there  was  combination 
among  them  not  to  pay  rent,  that  would 
be  a  criminal  conspiracy  according  to 
the  law  of  Ireland  ;  and,  further,  it  will 
not  be  necessary  to  show,  in  order  to  in- 
sure conviction  according  to  the  judgment 
of  Lord  Fitzgerald,  that  they  have  put 
their  heads  together  or  even  that  they 
are  acquainted  with  one  another;  and 
notwithstanding  that  it  is  possible  they 
may  be  found  guilty  because  they  have 
done  a  criminal  act.  This  is  the  conse- 
quence I  wish  to  avoid  under  this  Bill, 
and  if  I  am  right  in  the  view  I  take — 
namely,  that  this  judgment  of  Judge 
Fitzgerald  is  the  law,  will  the  Govern- 
ment explain  how  it  is  that  they  can 
contend  unless  the  present  Proviso  be 
adopted,  that  tenants,  combining  for 
the  purpose  of  refusing  to  pay  rent, 
which  may  be  an  unjust  rent,  are  free 
from  the  meshes  of  this  clause,  or  in 
other  words,  how  this  clause  will  not  be 
available  for  the  purpose  of  imposing 
criminal  consequences  upon  the  non- 
discharge  of  civil  liabilities,  a  policy 
which  I  believe  has  been  universally 
condemned  ?  Whatever  any  man  may 
think  with  reference  to  the  propriety  of 
refusing  to  pay  rent,  and  I  have  never 
defended  the  non-payment  of  rent  if 
honest  and  fair,  no  one  can  say  that  the 
non-payment  of  rent  is  criminal,  and  it 
is  an  abuse  of  language  to  speak  of  it 
as  either  a  crime  or  an  offence  of  such  a 
character  as  deserves  to  be  treated  in  an 
exceptional  manner.  I  have  referred  to 
the  fact  that  there  is  in  Ireland  a  land 
war.  It  is  a  war,  a  contest,  or  conflict 
substantially  of  the  same  character  as 
that  which  was  waged  in  England  be- 
tween employers  of  labour  and  those  per- 
sons who  work  for  wages.  The  difficulty 
which  existed  in  that  case  was  solved 
in  1875  by  a  clause  exactly  the  same  as 
that  which  I  am  moving  on  behalf  of 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend.  There 
must  be  Oentlemen  in  this  House  who 
recollect  a  keen,  legal,  and  social  con- 
test waged  around  that  question,  and 
how  it  was  settled  by  declaring  that 
if  there  was  intimidation,  if  there 
was  violence  or  undue  compulsion,  then 
the  law  might  interfere  in  a  criminal 
way ;  but  if  there  was  persuasion  or  the 
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mere  pressure  of  social  exclusion,  then 
the  law  would  be  prevented  from  inter- 
fering. In  the  Act  of  1875  the  following 
section  was  introduced  to  regulate  the 
relations  between  workmen  and  their 
employers.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  an 
agreement  or  combination  beween  two 
or  more  persons  to  do,  or  procure  to  be 
done,  any  act  in  furtherance  of  a  trade 
dispute  between  employers  and  work- 
men, should  not  be  indictable  as  con- 
spiracy, if  such  act  committed  by  one 
person  would  not  be  punishable  as 
a  crime.  Now,  the  similar  clause  which 
I  am  about  to  move,  and  which,  mutatis 
mutandis^  will  be  identical  in  principle  is 
this — 

''  Provided  that  an  agreement  or  combination 
by  two  or  more  persons  to  do  or  not  to  do,  or 
procure  to  be  done  or  not  to  be  done,  any  of  tbe 
matters  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  punishable 
under  this  section  as  a  crime  if  sucui  doin^  or 
not  doing  by  one  person  would  not  be  punish- 
able as  a  crime  according  to  the  existing  law." 

The  parallel  is  absolutely  complete,  so 
far  as  the  principle  of  the  proposed 
clause  is  concerned,  and  I  desire  to 
point  out  why  the  parallel  of  circum- 
stances is  substantially  identical.  It 
has  been  said  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Peckham  (Mr.  Baumann)  and  other 
Gentlemen  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
that  there  is  a  great  difference  between 
the  two  cases,  inasmuch  as  in  the  case 
of  those  who  are  tenants  in  Ireland 
they  would  retain  possession  of  the  land, 
which,  it  is  said,  belongs  to  the  landlord. 
Now,  it  is  undoubtedly  the  case  that  they 
would  retain  possession  of  the  land ;  but 
that  does  not  make  any  difference  at  all. 
To  begin  with,  the  land  is  partially  the 
property  of  the  tenants,  and  therefore 
not  exclusively  the  property  of  the  land- 
lords ;  but  to  rely  upon  that  is  to  rely 
on  a  method  of  argument  which  utterly 
destroys  all  chance  of  arriving  at  a  satis- 
factory analogy  between  the  two  cases. 
What  I  have  heard  with  regard  to  trade 
disputes  is,  that  you  have  a  large  num- 
ber of  poor  people  who  have  a  struggle 
between  themselves  on  a  point  in  which 
they  are  mutually  interested.  That 
being  so,  I  am  unable  to  see  what  is  the 
difference  between  these  two  classes. 
Now,  in  justice  to  the  proposal  which  I 
present  to  the  iCIommittee,  I  appeal  to 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  and  particu- 
larly to  those  of  them  who  are  willing, 
if  they  can,  to  prevent  this  Bill  being 
made  the  means  of  wresting  from  the 
tenants  of  Ireland  rents  which  they  can- 
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not  pay,  that  while  fighting  intimidation, 
fighting  violence,  still  more  fighting 
against  crime,  that  they  should  not 
aUow  this  law  of  conspiracy  to  be  so 
worked  as  to  impose  on  the  breach  of  a 
civil  obligation  the  penalties  attaching 
to  a  criminal  offence.  There  is  one 
other  proposal  in  the  Amendment  of  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  on  which  I 
wish  to  address  to  the  Committee  a  very 
few  words.  It  is  the  second  Proviso  of 
the  Amendment — 

'^  That  this  sub-section  shall  not  be  held  or 
construed  to  create  any  new  crime,  and  no  per- 
son shall  be  punishable  for  conspiracy  there- 
under, unless  it  be  proved  that  the  purpose 
of  such  conspiracy  was  either  (I)  the  commis- 
sion of  a  crime,  or  (2)  the  attsonment  of  some 
object  b)r  means  which  are  criminal  according 
to  the  existing  law." 

Now,  as  far  as  the  first  part  of  the  second 
Proviso  is  concerned,  I  dare  say  it  will 
be  said  that  it  has  already  been  niet  by 
the  words  of  the  Amendment  of  the  At- 
torney General  for  England ;  but  I  de- 
sire to  point  out  to  the  Government  that 
if  they  wish  to  try  to  meet  Members  who 
have  honest  objections  to  this  Bill,  they 
should  admit  such  words  as  are  in  the 
first  line  of  this  Proviso,  which  make 
clear  what  we  think  is  doubtful,  and 
which,   according  to    their    own   Law 
Officers,  cannot  affect  the  clause.    This 
would    limit   the   application    of    the 
punishment  under  the  clause  to  every 
conspiracy  which  either  attains,  or  seeks 
to  attain,  a  criminal  end,  or  seeks  to 
attain  a  lawful  end  by  criminal  mecuis. 
If  this  Bill  be  a  Bill  for  the  suppression 
of  these  crimes,  surely  it  is  never  in- 
tended to  leave  the  definition  of  them  to 
the  new  tribunaL    We  are  not  seeking^ 
to  codify  the Tlaw  in  any  sense;  we  are 
only  trying  to  limit  that  part  of  the  la.'w 
which  is  to  be  entrusted  to  a  strange  and 
novel  jurisdiction.  The  ground  on  wlribh. 
I  press  this  on  the  Government  finally 
is  this,  as  I  have  said  before,  that  tliis 
is  a  case  in  which,  unless  great  oare  l>e 
taken,  it  is  most  likely  that  the  operalaon 
of  the  new  jurisdiction  will  be  to  do  tilia.t 
which  is  contrary  to  the  principles  o£  tlxe 
Trades  Unions  Act,  ana,  as  I  think,  to 
the  principles  of  Common  Law  genoYctlly 
— namely,  to  interfere  by  means  of   tHe 
Criminal  Law  between  two  partiea    -to    a 
civil  contract,  one  of  whom  is  alleg^^^  ^^ 
have  broken  his  contract. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  2,  line  22,  after  the  word  <<  T^^. —  »,  ^ 
insert  the  words— **  Provided  tinat  ar^ 
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ment  or  oombination  by  two  or  more  persons  to 
do  or  not  to  do,  or  to  procure  to  be  done  or  not 
to  be  done,  any  of  tbe  matters  aforesaid,  sball 
pot  be  pnnishable  under  this  section  as  a  crime 
if  inch  doing  or  not  doing  by  one  person  would 
not  be  puni^ble  as  a  crime  according  to  the 
eziiting  Law. 

"Provided  further,  that  this  sub-section 
ihaU  not  be  held  or  construed  to  create  any 
new  crime,  and  no  person  shall  be  punish- 
•Ue  for  conspiracy  thereunder,  unless  it  be 
proved  that  tiie  purpose  of  such  conspiracy 
wu  either  (1)  the  commission  of  a  crime,  or 
[2}  the  attainment  of  some  object  by  means 
wnich  are  criminal  according  to  the  existing 
Uw."— (ifr.  Mobert  Reid.) 

Question  proposed,  *  *  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The    ATTOENET   GENERAL  foe 
lEEIAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
Teraty)  :  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Dumfries  will  remember  that  he  has 
in  the  course  of  his  observations  referred 
tothefaot  that  the  Law  of  Oonspiracy 
ha3  already  been  treated  of  in  tbe  pro- 
gress of  this  Committee.     I  think  we 
haye  had  four  or  five  discussions  on  the 
labject*,  and  under  the  circumstances  the 
Committee  will  not,  perhaps,   be   sur- 
prised if  the  Government  do  not  propose 
to  reiterate  the  arguments  they  have 
already  put  forward.     The   hon.   and 
learned  Gentleman  has  made  an  obser- 
vation which  has  more  than  once  been 
made  in  the  course   of  this   debate — 
xufflely,  that  the  Law  of  Conspiracy  in 
Ireland  seems  to  differ  from  the  Law  of 
CoQspiracy  in  England.     Now  I  have 
on  one    or   two  occasions  denied  that 
position,  and  I  must  deny  it  again.     Of 
coarse  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
must  know  that  the  law  of  the  two 
ooontries  is  theoretically  the  same  with 
referenoe  to  this  matter.     The  Common 
Law  of  the  two  countries  is  the  same, 
and  any  decision  given  in  England  would 
he  received  and  quoted  in  the  Courts  of 
Law  in  Ireland.    But,  as  far  as  I  can 

Cvt  from,  the  statement  of  the  hon.  and 
ed  Gentleman,  the  suggestion  that 
there  is  a  diflference  between  the  laws  of 
the  two  countries  is  to  be  deduced  from 
lome  observations  taken  here  and  there 
in  the  charg^e  to  the  jury  by  Mr.  Justice 
Fitzgerald  in  the  case  of  ''The  Queen  t^. 
Pamell."  Now  I  remind  the  Committee 
that  Uiose  utterances  of  the  Judge  were 
"not  the  final  judgment  upon  any  specific 
point  of  law  raised  be&re  him.  The 
diarge  was  a  long  one,  lasting  over  some 
hours,  and  the  report  which  was  in  the 
psper  was,  I  believe,  never  corrected  by 


the  Judge  himself.  It  is,  no  doubt, 
quite  possible  to  take  two  or  three  sen- 
tences from  a  charge  of  that  length  and 
derive  a  meaning  from  them  which  would 
be  entirely  different  from  that  which  was 
in  the  mind  of  the  Judee.  It  is  neces- 
sary to  look  at  the  whole  of  the  charge, 
and  I  contend  that  the  instructions  given 
to  the  jury  by  Mr.  Justice  Fitzgerald  and 
Mr.  Justice  Barry  were  precisely  similar 
to  that  which  would  have  been  given  by 
any  Judge  in  England.  And  it  amounts 
to  this — that,  if  the  evidence  produced 
in  that  case  is  to  be  accepted,  it  is  quite 
sufficient  to  constitute  a  criminal  con- 
spiracy according  to  the  law  of  England ; 
and  I  think  if  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  would  read  the  evidence  he 
would,  beyond  all  doubt,  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  if  that  evidence  were 
true  the  crime  of  conspiracy  had  been 
committed.  He  has  referred  to  two 
particular  points  which  were  dealt  with 
by  the  learned  Judge.  The  first  was  the 
proposition  that  if  two  or  more  persons 
combine  to  do  a  certain  act  they  might 
be  guilty  of  criminal  conspiracy,  al- 
though if  one  person  committed  the  act 
he  would  be  guilty  of  no  offence 
whatever.  Now  I  do  not  think  you  can 
find  anything  in  any  interpretation  of 
the  English  Law  of  Conspiracy  which 
would  show  that  that  is  not  in  harmony 
with  the  English  Law.  I  am  sure  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  will  see 
that  if  there  be  a  combination  among 
men  to  make  property  perfectly  useless 
to  the  owner,  and  they  determine  to 
carry  out  the  intention  so  that  it  shall 
be  useless,  the  combination  ought  to  be 
punishable.  Therefore  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  proposition  laid  down  is  in 
entire  accordance  with  English  Law. 
The  other  point  in  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  found  fault  with  the 
statement  of  the  learned  Judge  was  that 
persons  might  be  held  to  be  engaged  in 
a  conspiracy  with  people  whose  names 
they  did  not  know  and  whom  they  had 
never  seen.  Now,  I  think  that  is  also  a 
proposition  for  which  there  will  be  found 
to  be  foundation  in  the  law.  I  gather 
from  the  argument  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  GenUeman  that  if  the  law  of 
Ireland  was  the  same  as  the  law  of 
England  his  objection  to  the  clause 
would  not  exist,  or,  at  all  events,  not 
exist  to  such  a  degree  as  it  does  now. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  has 
argued  that  it  was  reasonable  to  insert 
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the  clause  of  the  Trades  Unions  Act  of 
1875  into  this  Bill,  and  there  I  di£Per 
from  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
again,  and  for  the  reason  that  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  conditions  are  essentially 
different.  In  a  Trade  Union  dispute  the 
workmen  merely  combine  in  reference  to 
a  matter  primd  facie  under  their  control 
— that  is  to  say,  their  own  labour  in  the 
future,  whereas  here  the  combination  is 
with  regard  to  something — namely,  the 
land  which,  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  himself  has  admitted,  belongs 
partly  to  the  landlord.  But  even  on  the 
theory  of  dual  ownership,  the  tenants' 
ownership  can  only  exist  as  long  as  he 
fulfils  a  particular  obligation .  The  com- 
binations in  Ireland  refer  to  the  land, 
which,  according  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member's  argument  belongs  to  two 
parties,  and  the  tenants  combine  to- 
gether for  the  purpose  of  retaining  the 
whole  of  it  for  themselves.  That  seems 
to  make  the  difference  between  the  two 
cases  complete  and  to  leave  no  analogy 
between  the  case  dealt  with  by  the  Act 
of  1875  and  the  present  case.  As  far  as 
I  can  judge,  the  first  part  of  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
is  already  in  our  Bill  by  the  Amend- 
ment of  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Attorney  General.  As  far  as  the  2nd 
section  of  the  Amendment  is  concerned, 
we  can  say  no  more  than  that  we  define 
in  the  Bill  the  object  of  the  conspiracy, 
not  attempting  to  codify  the  means  of 
aiming  at  such  object  in  any  way. 
Having  given  our  reasons  why  we 
cannot  admit  the  Proviso  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  I  venture  to 
express  a  hope  that  the  rest  of  tho  dis- 
cussion may  be  taken  as  quickly  as 
possible, 

Mb.  WADDY  (Lincolnshire,  Brigg) : 
The  statement,  which  has  been  made  by 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  by  way 
of  answer  to  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend,  is  that  this  particular  section 
applies  to  land  and  does  not  apply  to 
work.  It  must  have  escaped  entirely 
the  attention  of  my  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland,  that  one  of  the  very  things  pro- 
vided for  by  the  section  to  which  this 
addition  is  proposed  to  be  made,  is  ex- 
actly the  same  as  is  the  subject  to  which 
reference  has  been  made,  both  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dumfries 
(Mr.  E.  T.  Eeid)  and  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland.    It  is  not  a  question 

ifr.  ITotmee 


of  land  alone.  The  Bill  has  these  words 
**or  not  to  deal  with,  work  for  or  hire 
any  person  or  persons  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  trade,  business,  or  occupa- 
tion." 

Mr.  HOLMES :  As  far  as  the  law 
with  regard  to  Trade  Unions  is  con- 
cerned, there  is  a  special  section  in  the 
Bill  with  reference  to  that. 

Mr.  WADDY :    That  is  not  all  the 
question.    What  I  am  endeavouring  to 
point  out  is,  that  in  order  to  make  an 
argument  against  the  clause  we  are  told 
that  this  is  only  an  Act  relating  to  mat- 
ters connected  with  land.    That  I  deny, 
and  say  that  directly  we  come  to  Section  7 
of  the  Appendix,  we  find  it  is  not  to  apply 
to  land  only,  but  also  to  matters  of  trade. 
Therefore,  I  say  that  the  whole  argu- 
ment of  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land falls  to  the  ground  at  once.    But 
this  is  not  the  real  question ;  the  diffi- 
culty we  feel,  and  in  respect  of  which  we 
cannot  get  any  answer,  is  much  broader 
and  wider.  It  is  that  this  Law  of  Conspi- 
racy is  one  of  the  most  objectionable, 
doubtful,  and  dangerous  branches  of  our 
law  which  we  have  been  endeavouring 
for  years  for  the  purpose  of  this  coun- 
try and  Ireland  also  to  get  within  due 
limits,  as  far  as  it  is  possible,  to  define 
it.     And  now  you  are  proposing  to  estab- 
lish a  new  series  of  offences,  and  when 
you  establish  those  offences  and  bring 
them  within  the  reach  of  this  exceed- 
ingly  dangerous   branch   of   law    you 
refuse  to  define  what  they  are.     It  is  a 
principle  that  every  penal  Statute  sliall 
be  construed  as  strictly  as  possible,  and 
when  we  ask  you  to  do    that,   we  are 
told  in  almost  so  many  words  that  you 
really  will  not  do  it ;  that  it  is  not  safe, 
and  that  you  decline  to  codify  the  law. 
No  one  wants  you  to  codify  the  law.     If 
you  were  dealing  with  the  whole  law 
you  might  say  that,  but  you  are  here 
dealing  with  only  part  of  it.    You  are 
now  establishing  an  entirely  new  set  of 
offences,  and  when  we  ask  for  a  clear  and 
definite  statement  of  what  these  ofiencea 
are,  we  cannot  get  them  defined.     X  wish 
to  point  out  that  the  real  danger  arises 
very  much  from  the  forum  before  'wtidi 
these  matters  are  to  be  tried.    You  have 
quoted  one  paragraph  from  th.e     very 
learned  work  of  a  learned  friend  of  mine 
which  is  cited  against  us  constantlv  in  a 
very  learned  fashion— 

*^  But  let  me  remind  you  that  it  is  true  there 
may  he  casea  in  which  acts  done  by    several 
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persons  under  agreement  ought  to  be  punished, 
although  the  same  acts  ought  not  to  be 
punished  if  done  without  agreement." 

We  agree;   but  the  paragraph  which 
follows  is  one  which  you  seem  to  for- 
get.    It   is    to    the    effect,  that    these 
offences  ought  to    be  specifically    and 
carefully  defined.    Now  this  is  the  one 
thing   which   I    want  to  drive  home; 
you  will   not  define  the   offence;  you 
will  not  allow  these  people  in  Ireland  to 
know  when  they  are  in  danger ;  you  are 
going  to  establish  a  new  jurisdiction  of 
a  novel  character  before  which  these 
offences  are  to  be  tried,  and  that  is  why 
we  call  upon  you  to  let  them  know  where 
they  are  going  wrong.  We  are  told  that 
it  is  very  difficult  to  codify  the  law,  and 
yet  these  extraordinary  difficulties  are 
thrown  in  the  way  of  our  carrying  out 
this  improvement.    We  are  told  by  an 
eminent  authority  that  there  is  great 
danger  in  this  law  and  the  working  of 
it,  lest  the  Judge  should  be  tempted  to 
declare  it  a  criminal  offence  to  combine 
to  do  anything  which  is  opposed  to  his 
political  or  social  views.  When  we  know 
that  this  is  recognized  by  trained  lawyers 
and  Judges,  and  when  we  know  that 
you  are  going  to  leave  the  clause  in  the 
hands  of  Besident  Magistrates,  then  I 
think  it  is  really  too  bad,  seeing  that 
time  after  time  we  have  asked  you  to 
throw  something  like  a  light  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  the  Government  should  say — 
*'  You  have  asked  for  it  before,  but  we 
cannot  give  it."     But,  inasmuch  as  this 
is  a  new  Statute  from  beginning  to  end, 
we  shall  continue  to  ask,  perhaps  in 
vain,  for  such  information  as  is  neces- 
sary for  us  to  understand  your  Bill,  and 
particularly  on  behalf  of  those  persons 
who  are  to  be  ruled  by  it. 

Mb.  hunter  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  This 
18  one  of  the  Amendments  to  the  Bill 
which  it  may  be  said  will  divide   the 
sheep  from  the  goats ;  it  will  distinguish 
between  those  who  are  prepared  to  sup- 
port a  measure  for  putting  down  crime, 
and  those  who  are  prepared  to  support  a 
measure  for  putting  down  the  tenant 
fanners  in  Ireland.  It  is  an  Amendment 
which  raises  a  principle  incontestable  in 
itself,  and  which,  I  venture  to  say,  is  one 
that  is  not  in  harmony  with  the  best 
part  of  English  Law.     Mr.  Wright's 
book  has  often  been  referred  to  in  the 
ooorse  of  this  discussion,  and  I  am  sur- 
mised that  the  Government  have  not 
fommoA  a  lesson  from  that  book.    Mr. 


Wright  shows  that  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  Common  Law  conspiracy  in  the 
sense  in  which  Common  Law  is  generally 
understood ;  he  shows,  also,  beyond  the 
shadow  of  doubt,  that  conspiracy  was 
developed  by  the  Star  Chamber,  and 
that  it  was  not  a  part  of  the  Common 
Law.  This  is  not  the  first  time  that  the 
House  of  Commons  has  had  before  it 
the  subject  of  conspiracy.  It  has  been 
before  the  House  on  its  merits  when  it 
was  raised  without  any  Party  feeling  or 
any  sinister  object  and  viewed  purely  as 
a  question  of  law.  The  question  was 
raised  by  the  Conservative  Government 
in  1880,  and  what  were  the  provisions 
with  regard  to  conspiracy  which  the 
Conservative  Government  proposed  as  a 
codification  of  the  English  Law  ?  This 
will  be  found  in  Sections  361-2  of  the 
Criminal  Code  introduced  by  Sir  John 
Holker,  the  Attorney  General  for  Eng- 
land in  1880.  Now,  these  provisions  are 
very  remarkable,  because  they  are  pro- 
visions which  are  drawn  on  the  line  of 
Mr.  Wright's  book ;  they  are  provisions 
which  are  entirely  in  harmony  with  this 
Amendment,  and  if  the  Government 
would  accept  them  in  substitution  for 
their  criminal  clauses  in  the  present  Bill, 
I  venture  to  say  there  would  be  very 
little  difficulty  in  carrying  the  Bill 
through  the  House.  Clause  360  of  Sir 
John  Holker's  Bill  provides  that  every- 
one is  guilty  of  crime  and  liable  to  five 
years'  penal  servitude  who  conspires  with 
any  persons  to  commit  any  crime  punish- 
able with  penal  servitude.  The  second 
clause  provides  that  conspiracy  to  do 
what  is  not  punishable  with  penal  servi- 
tude shall  be  visited  with  a  penalty  of 
two  years'  imprisonment.  Beyond  theses 
the  only  provision  was  to  deal  with  con- 
spiring to  prevent  the  collection  of  rates 
or  taxes  ;  everyone  was  to  be  guilty  of 
crime^  and  liable  to  two  years'  imprison- 
ment who  conspires  to  prevent  the  col- 
lection of  rates  and  taxes,  the  levying  or 
collection  of  which  is  authorized  by  law. 
With  that  provision  also  we  do  not 
quarrel.  These  are  the  things  which  the 
Tory  Government  of  1880  specified  in 
bringing  before  this  House  in  a  codified 
form,  what  they  considered  to  be  the 
Law  of  Conspiracy,  and  I  think  they  have 
there  an  example  which  they  will  be 
doing  well  to  follow  in  the  present  case. 
But  they  have  not  done  this  for  a  reason 
which  we  can  all  understand,  a  reason 
which  I  have  stated  to  be,  that  this  Bill 
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is  not  intended  to  put  down  crime,  but 
is  a  Tory  measure  to  aid  the  landlords  in 
eztortin^i:  exorbitant  rents. 

Mb.  HENEYH.  fowler  (Wolver- 
hampton,  E.) :  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  the 
Qovernment  are  disposed  to  reply  to  this 
Amendment  by  silence.     I  can  quite 
understand  that  there  have  been  Amend- 
ments put  forward  in  the  course  of  the 
Committee  stage  on  this  Bill  with  regard 
to  which  the  Qovernment  would  be  jus- 
tified in  at  once  announcing  their  deci- 
sion, and  asking  the  Committee  to  divide 
upon  the  question ;   but  this,  I  think, 
perhaps,  is  the  most  important  Amend- 
ment which  has  been  moved  upon  this 
clause,  and  possibly  the  most  important 
Amendment  to  the  clause  on  the  Paper. 
I  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief    Secretary  for  Ireland  if  he 
would  consider  this  case  a  little  more 
fully  than,  perhaps,  he  has  hitherto  done, 
and  not  ask  the  Committee  to  come  to  a 
decision  simply  upon  the  non  possumw  of 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  ?  I  am 
not  going  to  discuss  the  Law  of  Con- 
spiracy, which  has,  no  doubt,  been  fully 
discussed  on  recent  occasions ;  but  it  was 
hardly  fair,  on  the  part  of  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  to  say  that  this  is 
the  same  question  which  has  been  raised 
over  and  over  again.    I  do  not  think 
it  is.      The  Amendment  of    the   hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Hackney  (Sir 
Charles  Bussell),  which  was  moved  with 
so  great  ability  by  him,  assumes  the  law 
to  be  what  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land says  it  is ;  it  takes  it  for  panted 
that  the  law  is  the  same  in  Irdand  as 
in  England.     It  is  not  the  argument 
that  the  law    is    to    be   altered ;   my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  says  that  in 
England  there  is  a  protection  afforded 
against  the  unjust  application  of  the 
law    in    certain    cases,    and    the  pur- 
pose of  this  Amendment  is  to  ask  that 
that  protection  may  be  afforded  in  Ire- 
land.   We  are  agreed  with  reference  to 
the  first  great  principle  of  the  Law  of 
Conspiracy — namely,  that  it  is  conspiring 
unlawfully  to  do  an  unlawful  thing; 
that  the  second  is  conspiring  unlawfully 
to  do  a  lawful  thing ;  and  then  there  is 
the  third  distinction,  of  which  we  have 
heard  so  much  lately — the  combination 
of  two  or  more  persons  to  do  a  thing 
which  would  not  be  unlawful  if  done  by 
one  singly.  We  do  not  dispute  the  law.  I 
will  not  argue  Judge  Fitzgerald's  charge ; 
but  we  say  that  in  England,  after  a  long 
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and  protracted  struggle,  a  protection  has 
been  given  against  an  unfair  application 
of  the  Law  of  Conspiracy  to  a  specific 
class  of  persons  dealing  with  their  own 
industry,  and  we  ask  that  the  same  pro- 
tection should  be  given  in  Ireland.    I 
would  put  this  case  before  the  Chief 
Secretary,  because  it  is  one  which  wa« 
set  up  by  a  great  authority  on  this  ques- 
tion.    He  said,  on  this  question,  that  the 
sub-section  which  was  then  before  the 
Committee  assumed  that  to  be  a  crime 
which  was  not  a  crime— namely,  a  com- 
bination to  effect  a  breach  of  contract. 
Upon  that  point  at  the  time  the  whole 
Liberal  agitation  turned.     The  work- 
men claimed  the  right  to  break  their 
contract    singly    and   jointly,    and    to 
induce   others  to   do  the  like,  subject 
only  to  proceedings  which  might   be 
taken  in  a  Civil  Court.    Now  that  is 
precisely  the  case  of  the  tenants  in  Ire- 
land ;   they  claim  the  right  to  break 
their  contract  singly,  and  induce  others 
to  do  the  like.     This  was  the  very  ques- 
tion afterwards  successfully  dealt  with 
in  the  House  of  Commons  by  the  efforts 
of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Bury  (Sir  Henry  James)    and  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Derby  (Sir  Wil- 
liam Harcourt),  and  others.    The  prin- 
ciple was  accepted  by  the  Conservative 
Government,  and  the   legislation   was 
embodied  in  the  Act  of  lb75.    It  was 
admitted  on  all  hands,  notably  by  the 
Conservative    Government,   and    parti- 
cularly   by    Sir    Eiohard    Cross,    that 
the  law  which   made   breach  of  con- 
tract criminal  did  not  apply  as  against 
workmen.     We  say  that  the  principal, 
almost  the  sole,  industry  in  Iceland  is 
the  cultivation  of  land,  and  that  it  ia 
just  as  much  a  staple  as  the  manufacture 
of  cotton  in  Lancashire ;  and  iron   in 
Staffordshire,  and  that  the  workmen  in 
Ireland  are  entitled  to  the  same  protec- 
tion in  Ireland  in  respect  of  their  com- 
binations to  keep  up  the  value  of  their 
labour  as  the  workmen  engaged  in  Eng- 
land in  those  industries.   An  hon.  Mem- 
ber opposite  said  the  other  ni^ht  that 
the  difference  between  the  two  classei 
was,  that  in  Ireland  the  men  were  >vork 
ing    with    somebody    else's     property 
whereas  in  England  they  were  "workinj 
with  their  own.     The  Attorney  Qenera 
for  Ireland  said  just  now  that  a  man  ha 
a  right  to  make  what  terms  He    coni 
with  reference  to  his  own  lalK>ur    \>\ 
I  that  it  does  not  apply  to  the  price  whic 
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a  man  pays  for  the  use  of  land.    My 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  pointed  to  the 
dual  ownership  of  land  in  Ireland ;  but  I 
do  not  think  that  that  does  much  to 
strengthen  the  case ;  I  think  the  argu- 
ment would  be  as  strong  without  that.   I 
think  where  you  have  an  industry  which 
cannot  be  made  valuable  without  the 
labour  of  another,  it  would  be  right  to 
bring  it  under  this  clause.   But  the  ques- 
tion in  England  was  not  with  regard  to 
the  man's  own  wages,  it  was  with  regard 
to  the  wages  of  other  people.     What  was 
done  in  England  was  not  to  establish  the 
right  to  protect  their  own  contracts,  but 
the  right  to  induce  others  to  break  theirs. 
The  principle  of  strikes  is  this — the  em- 
ployer wants  to  reduce  wages ;  there  are 
always  a  number  of  men  who  are  willing 
to  go  on  at  the  reduced  wages ;  but  the 
heads  of  the  industry  say  no,  it  is  the 
interest  of  the  class  that  we  should  not 
hare  the  wages  reduced ;  and  therefore 
they  apply  strong  measures  in  their  own 
interests  in  order  to  compel  their  fellow - 
workmen  not  to  work  at  the  rate  of 
wages  which  the  majority  judge  to  be 
inimical  to  the  trade.    It  was   under 
those  circumstances  that  the  Legislature 
stepped  in  and  said  thdt  the  men  should 
not  be  punished  for  the  act  of  combi- 
nation.     Sir  James  Stephen  has  well 
put  this  case.     He  said  that  the  Act  of 
1875  protects  all  combinations  in  further- 
ance of  trade  disputes,  and  with  respect 
to  such  questions,  provided  positively 
that  no  crime  should  be  treated  as  in- 
dictable conspiracy,  unless  the  Act  agreed 
upon  would  be  criminal  if  done  by  a 
angle  person.    That  is  what  Sir  James 
Stephen   sums    up  as  the  law  of  this 
ooontry  in  reference  to  trade  disputes, 
and  that  is  what  we  ask  shall  be  the 
law  in  reference  to  these  land  disputes  in 
Ireland.     If  the  act  is  a  criminal  one 
between  men,  let  it  be  criminally  dealt 
with.     We  do  not  say  a  word  against 
that.     That  is  not  our  meaning;  but  we 
do  mean  that  where  it  is  a  case  of  simple 
eombination  to  break  a  contract,  then 
we  say  unless  that  o£Pence  is  not  crimi- 
nal if  committed  by  one  man,  it  is  un- 
fair and  nnjust  to  make  it  criminal  when 
done  by  four,  five,  or  20  men  in  com- 
lanation.    Now,  I  ask  the  Government 
lor   a  moment   to    strip   this  question 
of  a  good  deal  of  the  prejudice  which 
lias    been  involved  in  it.     I  ask  the 
Qov  ernment  to  agree  that  the  tenants 
of    Ireland,   who  work   with  the  raw 
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material  of  land.,  should  have  the 
same  protection  which  after  a  long 
struggle  was  granted  to  the  workmen 
in  England.  The  Act  of  1875  has  been 
found  to  work  well  in  this  country.  There 
have  since  that  Act  was  passed  been 
fewer  strikes,  and  a  better  state  of  feel- 
ing between  the  employers  and  work- 
men; and  therefore  I  hope  that  the 
Qovemment  will  look  at  this  question 
from  a  statesmanlike  point  of  view,  and 
not  strain  the  Bill  into  an  instrument  of 
oppression  for.  the  enforcement  of  civil 
contracts. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETAEY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub)  (Man- 
chester, E.) :  The  circumstances  which 
the  right  hon.  Member  has  referred  to 
as  the  reason  for  the  passing  of  the  Act 
of  1875  are  not,  in  my  opinion,  analogous 
to  the. present  position  in  Ireland.  The 
ground  of  adoption  of  the  principle  of 
the  Act  was  that,  by  a  series  of  judg- 
ments in  Court,  and  the  unfortunate  ex- 
tension of  the  law  in  England,  the  Law 
of  Conspiracy  was  made  to  apply  in  a 
very  harsh  manner  to  the  case  of  the  work- 
men ;  and  what  you  have  to  show  is  that 
there  is  some  corresponding  extension 
which  has  been  found  to  be  unfair  to 
the  tenants  of  Ireland,  and  if  that  were 
proved  to  have  taken  place,  there  would 
be  something  in  the  contention  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  We  say  there 
is  no  such  analogy  or  extension  with 
regard  to  the  tenants  in  Ireland  ;  and  it 
is  on  that  ground  that  we  refuse  to  make 
this  an  opportunity  for  either  altering 
or  codifying  the  Law  of  Conspiracy.  If 
it  had  been  shown  that  the  Law  of  Con- 
spiracy had  been  interpreted  either  by 
Irish  or  English  Courts  harshly,  and  was 
of  an  oppressive  character,  then  as  I 
have  said,  there  would  have  been  more 
strength  in  the  argument  of  the  right 
hon.  Oentleman ;  but  there  has  been  no 
such  attempt.  I  admit  we  should  be 
most  cautious  in  dealing  with  the  Law 
of  Conspiracy  at  all ;  but  as  we  do  not 
attempt  that,  the  right  hon.  Member 
must  allow  us  to  pursue  what  we  con- 
sider to  be  the  expedient  course  of 
leaving  the  Law  of  Conspiracy  as  it  is, 
because  there  has  been  no  adequate 
reason  for  engaging  in  the  Herculean 
task  of  codification. 

SiB  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Derby): 
I  think  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  is 
capable  of  being  answered  in  a  single 
sentence.    He  said  if  it  were  a  fact  that 
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the  Irish  Law  of  Conspiracy  had  been 
proved  to  be  as  harsh  towards  the  ten- 
ants in  Ireland  as  the  English  Law  has 
b«3ea  to  the  workmen  in  England,  that 
then  there  ought  to  be  protection  given. 
I  take  that  to  be  his  proposition.  But 
the  Law  of  Conspiracy  has  not  hitherto 
acted  harshly  towards  the  tenants  in 
Ireland,  because  they  have  had  the  pro- 
tection of  trial  by  jury.  Whatever  doc- 
trine the  Judges  may  have  laid  down  on 
this  subject,  it  was  necessary  that  when 
a  harsh  interpretation  was  placed  upon 
the  law  that  it  should  come  before  a 
jury.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
admitted  that  English  Judges  have  put 
a  harsh  interpretation  on  the  law,  which 
bore  harshly  on  British  artizans.  There 
have  been  cases  of  unjust  interpretation 
by  the  English  Judges;  and  I  myself 
have  got  those  judgments  oyerruled  in 
principle  and  practice.  Well,  the  doc- 
trine is  the  same  in  Ireland.  The  Irish 
tenant,  up  to  this  time,  has  had  the  pro- 
tection of  juries  of  his  own  class,  which 
has  prevented  injustice  being  done.  But 
we  say,  if  you  remove  the  protection  of 
trial  by  jury  from  the  Irish  tenants,  and 
place  the  law  in  the  hands  not  of  Eesi- 
dent  Magistrates,  but  at  all  events,  of 
Judges,  without  the  protection  of  trial 
by  jury,  then  you  are  almost  certain  to 
get  the  same  result  as  you  have  had  in 
England.  That  is  my  answer  to  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland.  He  said — 
"  Prove  me  the  danger  in  the  past ;  " 
but  it  is  not  danger  in  the  past  that  we 
are  dealing  with — it  is  danger  in  the 
future,  arising  out  of  a  specific  provision 
of  this  Bill,  against  which  we  think  ade- 
quate protection  should  be  given. 

Mb.  a.  COHEN  (Southwark,  W.) :  I 
have  only  one  observation  to  make  on 
the  argument  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland.  I  think  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Lincolnshire  (Mr.  Waddy) 
showed  that  that  argument  was  of  a  very 
insufficient  validity,  because  the  clause 
we  are  now  considering  is  not  limited 
to  land  at  all.  If  the  argument  were 
good  for  anything,  the  Attorney  General 
fbr  Ireland  ought  to  be  ready  to  strike  out 
all  words  except  those  relating  to  land. 
But  let  me  give  an  example,  which  I  think 
the  Committee  will  at  once  see  has  a 
most  important  bearing  on  the  whole 
Irish  Question.  Suppose  100  tenants 
were  to  agree  together  that  they  would 
not  allow  anyone  to  take  land  from  a 
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landlord  who  has  evicted  his  tenants  for 
non-payment  of  rent,  can    any  lawyer 
say  that  such  an  agreement  would  be 
indictable  for  conspiracy  ?    I  defy  any 
lawyer  who  has  studied  the  law  with 
great   care    to    say  that  would  be  so. 
That  shows  the  correctness  of  the  view 
which  is  stated  in  Mr.  Wright's  book ; 
and  I  say  that  if  the  Government  have 
read  it,  having  referred  to  that  book  in 
connection    with   the  1st    clause,  they 
ought  to  come  to  the  same  conclusion  at 
which  the  author  has  arrived — that  is, 
that   the  whole  Law   of  Conspiracy  is 
Judge-made  law.     I  say  that  when  the 
Legislature  is  asked  to  pass  a  measure 
which  we  were  informed  the  other  night 
by  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  is  a 
permanent  measure,  and  if  by  that  mea- 
sure it  is  intended  to  give  the  Besident 
Magistrates  in  Ireland  summary  juris- 
diction over  a  certain  class  of  offences,  it 
is  the  absolute  duty  of  the  Legislature 
to    take    care  that  those   offences  are 
clearly  defined,  or  that  they  are  only 
such  offences  as  are  known  to  the  Eng- 
lish Law,  and  clearly  as  ascertainable 
according  to  that  law.  But  it  is  admitted 
and  proved  beyond  doubt  that,  according 
to  English  Law,  it  is  extremely  doubtf id 
what  are  and  what  are  not  indictable 
conspiracies,  and  we   ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  tell  us  what  they  mean.     Do 
they  mean  to  make  any  conspiracies  in- 
dictable other  than  those  which  are  not 
crimes  to-day,  because  they  are  not  cri- 
minally done  by  individuals  ?  If  they  say 
that  that  is  their  intention,  then  they 
ought  to    tell  us  what   other  specific 
offences  they  intend  to  include ;  and  if 
that  is  not  their  intention — and  I  do  not 
believe  they  have  quite  made  up  their 
minds — then  they  are  bound  to  accept 
our  Amendment. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  gladly 
accept  the  challenge  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour). 
He  said — and  I  heard  him  with  surprlQe 
— that  if  it  could  be  proved  that  there 
had  been  in  Ireland  the  same  harsli 
exercise  of  the  Law  of  Conspiracy  as  w&s 
admitted  to  have  taken  place  in  reg^&rd 
to  English  artizans,  he  would  admit  ^we 
had    a    case  for  this   Amendment.      X 
gladly  accept  the  challenge,  and  I   i^ixx 
perfectly  astonished  that  the  right  Ixon. 
Gentleman  could  make  such  a  challencre 
in  the  face  of  the  debates  that   Ix&ve 
taken  place.     Such  a  statement  coxnixxtr 
from  the  Chief  Secretary  for  I^^laii^  jg 
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ample  proof  of  the  necessity  of  repeating 
some  of  these  matters  oyer  and  over 
again.  I  do  not  intend  to  read  at  any 
length  extracts  from  the  now  famous 
charge  of  Justice  Fitzgerald,  which  has 
been  so  repeatedly  referred  to  in  this 
House;  but  I  must  read  a  couple  of 
passages  from  that  charge.  What  did 
J  ustice  Fitzgerald  say  in  regard  to  the 
Law  of  Conspiracy  ?    He  said — 

**  Now,  gentlemen,  having  dealt  thus  shortly 
with  the  information,  let  me  unfold  to  you 
what  the  Law  of  Conspiracy  is,  and  how  it 
bears  on  the  case.*' 

The  case  at  issue  was  the  combination 
of  the  tenants  of  Ireland  to  obtain  a  re- 
duction of  rents.  Then  Justice  Fitzgerald 
fave  a  definition  of  conspiracy  which 
as  been  often  quoted.    He  said — 

<<If,  for  instance,  a  tenant  withholds  his 
rent,  that  is  a  violation  of  the  right  of  his 
landlord  to  receive  it,  but  it  would  not  be  a 
criminal  act,  though  it  would  be  a  violation  of 
a  right ;  bat  if  two  or  more  incite  him  to  do 
that  act,  their  agreement  so  to  incite  him  is  by 
the  law  of  the  la^d  an  offence." 

Can   anything  be  more  clear  or  more 
distinct  than  that?     I  maintained  the 
other  day,  and  I  repeat  now,  that  that 
definition  of  the  Law  of  Conspiracy  in- 
cludes   within  its    scope    every   single 
meeting  that  has  been   summoned   in 
Ireland,  whether  in  Ulster  or  Munster, 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  reduction  of 
rent,     because    there    cannot    bo    the 
slightest    doubt    that     on     all    those 
Northern  estates,  where  there  was  no 
question    of   Nationalist    organization, 
the  speakers  at  meetings  did  incite  their 
brother  tenants  to  withhold  their  rents 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  reduction. 
Now,  Sir,  I  noticed  that  the  right  hon. 
and  learned   Gentleman   the  Attorney 
General    for    Ireland    (Mr.     Holmes) 
aUempted  in  his  speech  to  explain  away 
the  charge  of  Justice  Fitzgerald.    He 
endeayoured  to  water  it  down,  for  he 
said  it  was  yery  unfair  to  fix  upon  cer- 
tain short  extracts  from  a  long  charge 
thus,  and  pin  a  Judge  to  them  as  an 
expression  of  his  opinion.    Justice  Fitz« 
gerald  is  a  man  eminently  able  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  different  portions 
of  his  address ;    and  in  the  first  place, 
he  laid  down  what  the  law  was,  then 
he  proceeded  to  apply  it  to  the  facts  of 
the  case.     But  I  do   not  rest  myself 
there.  It  has  been  my  fate  to  have  been 
three  times  tried  in  Ireland  for  criminal 
eonspiiaoy.    The  first  time  I  was  tried 


by  Justice  Fitzgerald,  and  the  charge 
from  which  I  have  quoted  was  the 
charge  in  the  case.  I  was  then  tried 
before  the  Queen's  Bench  in  Dublin  by 
Chief  Justice  O'Brien,  and  in  that  trial 
I  was  convicted  because  there  was  no 
jury,  and  I  was  sentenced  in  heavy  bail, 
which  the  Government  failed  in  estreat- 
ing, because  they  were  met  by  the 
barrier  of  a  jury.  But,  Sir,  in  my 
second  trial,  before  the  Queen's  Bench, 
I  was  convicted  of  criminal  conspiracy. 
On  what  charge  ?  On  this  charge,  and 
no  other — that  I  had  incited  tenants  in 
Ireland  to  withhold  their  rents  with  the 
view  of  getting  a  reduction.  I  tried  to 
put  in  the  plea  of  justification  on  account 
of  intent ;  but  Chief  Justice  O'Brien,  and, 
subsequently,  Justice  Murphy,  declared 
they  would  allow  no  evidence  bearing 
on  the  intent,  as  the  intent  was  nothing 
to  the  point.  They  precluded  me  from 
examining  witnesses  as  to  my  intent. 
Chief  Justice  O'Brien  took  up  the  charge 
of  Justice  Fitzgerald  and  made  it  the 
basis  of  his  judgment  He  said  that  was 
a  definition  of  the  Law  of  Conspiracy 
laid  down  by  one  of  the  *nost  dis- 
tinguished of  the  Irish  Judges ;  it  had 
become  classical,  and  would  become  an 
authority  in  all  future  cases.  That  was 
my  second  experience  of  the  Law  of 
Conspiracy  in  Ireland,  and  I  admit  I 
approach  the  consideration  of  this  case 
from  a  totally  different  point  of  view 
from  that  from  which  it  has  been  dis- 
cussed for  the  last  half- hour.  I  am  not 
a  lawyer,  but,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  am 
learned  in  the  application  of  the  law. 
My  third  trial  was  before  Justice 
Murphy,  so  I  have  the  widest  experience 
of  the  views  of  the  Irish  Judges.  Now, 
what  occurred  at  my  third  trial  ?  Justice 
Murphy  pursued  precisely  the  same 
course  as  Chief  Justice  O'Brien — he 
quoted  the  charge  of  Justice  Fitzgerald, 
said  that  charge  had  now  become 
classical,  and  was  a  definition  of  the 
law  in  which  all  Irish  Judges  would  in 
future  go  when  trying  cases  of  con- 
spiracy. He  said  that  on  the  one  issue 
whether  I  had  incited  tenants  to  with- 
hold their  rents  with  a  view  of  getting 
a  reduction,  I  was  guilty  of  the  crime  of 
conspiracy,  and  he  distinctly  directed 
the  jury  to  convict.  What  saved  me 
was  the  same  thing  that  has  saved  many 
men,  and  nullified  the  Law  of  Seditious 
Libel  in  this  country — namely,  the  moral 
sense  of  the  jury.    Although  the  jury 
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were  not  farmers,  tbey  refused  to  take 
the  definition  of  the  law  from  the  Judge, 
and  they  decided  that  I  was  not  guilty 
of  any  crime.  It  is  monstrous  for  the 
Government  to  argue  as  if  they  are 
simply  leaving  the  law  as  it  stands. 
What  did  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land say?  He  said  he  declined  to 
attempt  to  define  the  Law  of  Conspiracy. 
**  We  think  we  are  justified  in  leaving 
the  law  as  it  stands  to  be  interpreted 
by  a  competent  tribunal."  Those  were 
the  words  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland — "  to  be  interpreted  by  a  com- 
petent tribunal."  That  is  to  say,  that 
this  law,  which  has  exercised  the  greatest 
Judges  of  England,  which  has  been 
matter  of  the  highest  controversy  in  this 
House  for  years,  is  to  be  relegated  for 
its  interpretation  to  a  bench  of  Irish 
magistrates,  and  this  House,  which  did 
not  hesitate,  when  called  upon  in  the 
interests  of  English  working  men,  to 
override  and  reverse  the  decisions  of  the 
most  learned  lawyers  in  England,  now 
hesitates  to  place  any  limit  or  restriction 
upon  the  jurisdiction  of  these  competent 
tribunals  in  Ireland,  to  whom  the  un- 
fortunate tenant-farmers  are  to  be 
handed  over.  Now,  Sir,  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  dwelt  with  great 
force  on  what  he  considered  to  be  the 
fact — that  there  is  no  analogy  between 
the  case  of  the  Irish  tenant  farmer  and 
the  case  of  the  English  artizan.  I  com- 
pletely and  absolutely  deny  that  any  man 
has  a  right  to  make  such  a  statement. 
No  analogy !  I  fail  to  see  how  there 
can  be  analogy  between  any  two  cases 
unless  there  is  between  these  two. 
Strongly  as  the  case  was  put  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler) 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Derby  (Sir  William  Harcourt), 
they  failed  to  put  it  as  strongly  as  it 
can  be  put.  Why  is  it  that  a  demand 
was  made  in  England  for  the  protection 
of  men  labouring  for  wages  only  ?  Be- 
cause your  farmers  are  capitalists ;  they 
employ  labour  with  their  capital,  and 
therefore  the  demand  for  protection  for 
their  employment  came  from  the  labour- 
ing men.  What  is  the  analogy  which  is 
absolutely  strict  ?  It  is  that  four-fifths 
of  the  farmers  of  Ireland  are  absolutely 
working  men,  earning  wages  out  of  the 
land.  Well,  if  they  are  deprived  of 
that  land  they  are  reduced  to  beggary 
and  starvation.    And  allow  me  to  re- 
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mind  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
what  this  comes  to-^what  the  applica- 
tion   of   such    theories    comes    to.    It 
comes  to  this — that  the  fact  is,  men  are 
legislating  for  a  country  the  conditions  of 
whose  population  they  are  unacquainted 
with.    Let  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land come  down  to  East  Mayo,  where 
there  is,  practically  speaking,  no  wage- 
earning  population,  and  he  will  see  the 
absurdity  of  saying  that  the  same  pro- 
tection should  not  be  afforded  to  the 
tenant  farmers  of  Ireland  as  is  afforded 
to  the  labourers  of  England.     They  ac- 
cuse us  of  exciting  these  people  to  hold 
other  men's  property  while  refusing  to 
pay  for  it.     Have  the  landlords  not  got 
their  legal  rights  ?    Have  we  incited,  in 
a  single  instance,  the  farmers  of  Ireland 
to  resist  by  force  of  arms,  or  by  force  of 
any   kind,    the    enforcement   of    legal 
rights?     Nothing    of   the    sort.     ThB 
legal  remedy  is  always  open  to  the  land- 
lord,  and    he  can,    by  legal  process, 
recover  possession  of  his  property ;  and, 
therefore,  it  is  monstrously  untrue  to 
say  we  incite  these  people  to  hold  an- 
other man's  property ;    and  in  the  end 
the  landlord,  under  the  law  as  it  stands 
at  present,  can  get  a  great  deal  more 
than  his   just  rights.    If   the    tenant 
refuses  to  pay  an  exorbitant  rent,  the 
landlord  can  not  only  take  back  liia 
property,  but  he  can  idso  take  from  the 
tenant  the  whole  of  his  property,  and 
that  is  what  is  being  done  in  Ireland 
every  day.    It  is  a  monstrously  illusory 
argument  to  tell  us  the  tenants  of  Ire- 
land are  holding  other  men's  property 
because  they  do  not  of  their  own  free 
wills  walk  out  of  their  farms.     They 
remain  in  possession  of  their  holdings, 
but  the  landlords  have  a  tremendoixs 
remedy  by  which  they  can  recover  their 
property— a  remedy  they  have   sho^wn 
they  are  not  slow  to  use.    It  remains 
for  the  Government  to  tell  us  on  wlictt 
real  and  substantial  grounds  they  deny 
that  the  tenants  of   Ireland  stand    in 
precisely  the  same  position  to  the  g^exxe- 
ral  population  of  Ireland  as  the  artizans 
of  this  country  do  to  the  general  popn- 
lation  of  England.    It  remains  foir  -the 
Government  to  tell  us  on  what  gronn^d 
they  refuse  to  the  tenants  of  Ireland  tlie 
same  protection  they  have  given  to  the 
artizans  of  England.    In  my  opinion » tlie 
Irish  tenant  has  a  stronger  case  for*  pro- 
tection than  the  artizan  of   Si^^l^ndl 
because  the  latter  is  free  to  go  .  ^i^ 
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labour  wliere  lie  likes — he  carries  his 
fortune  at  his  fingers'  ends ;  but  the 
poor  tenant  of  Ireland  is  chained  to  the 
one  spot  of  earth,  not  only  by  senti- 
mental feelings — which  are  enormously 
strong — but  by  property,  which  he  must 
leaye  behind  and  oe  robbed  of  if  he 
leaves  the  spot.  His  position  is  much 
more  defenceless  and  weaker  than  that 
of  the  artizan  of  England,  and,  there- 
forOy  I  say  he  deserves  greater  protec- 
tion under  these  circumstance.  I  utterly 
fail  to  understand  on  what  grounds  the 
Government  persist  in  their  present  posi- 
tion. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  distinctly 
stated  that  if  we  could  show  that  this 
harsh  assertion  of  the  Law  of  Con- 
spiracy had  been  made  against  the  Irish 
tenants  he  would  admit  we  had  a  strong 
case.  I  contend  that  we  have  fully 
shown  the  fact  to  him,  and  now  I 
earnestly  ask  him  to  give  a  reason 
why  he  should  persist  in  rejecting 
this  Amendment.  There  is  only  one 
other  point  I  desire  to  refer  to.  I 
am  not  sure  whether  it  was  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  or  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  who  said  the  sup- 
porters of  this  Amendment  had  over- 
looked the  provision  protecting  trades 
unions  in  Ireland.  Why  do  you  need 
to  protect  trades  unions  by  a  special  pro- 
vision if  this  Act  is  not  to  deprive  Irish 
faroiers  of  the  rights  you  have  secured 
to  English  labour  ?  The  very  existence 
of  that  provision  is  the  condemnation  of 
this  clause ;  it  is  a  declaration  that  by 
this  Act  you  mean  to  say  that  the  tenant 
farmers  of  Ireland — the  small  tenant 
farmers  of  Ireland  who  constitute  four- 
jElfths  of  the  population — are  inferior 
bein^,  not  fit  to  stand  on  the  same  foot- 
ing* as  their  English  bretheren,  and  it  is 
by  that  declaration  alone  you  will  see  the 
condemnation  of  your  Act  in  the  eyes  of 
the  working  men  of  this  country. 

Mk.  a.  J.  WILLIAMS  (Glamorgan, 
S.) :  I  have  listened  with  the  greatest 
interest  to  the  whole  of  this  debate,  and 
desire  to  address  a  few  words  to  the 
Committee.  A  great  deal  has  been  said 
of  the  book  which  has  been  written  by 
Mr.  Wright  upon  the  Law  of  Conspiracy. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  book  has 
been  more  referred  to  than  read.  I 
have,  whilst  the  debate  has  proceeded, 
carefully  read  and  re-read  that  admir- 
able work|  and  endeavoured  to  realize 
exactiy  how  the  matter  stands  with  re- 


ference to  this  branch  of  English  juris 
prudence.  It  seems  to^.me  the  argu- 
ments in  this  case  have  too  technical  a 
character.  Let  me  try  to  present  the 
state  of  affairs  as  far  as  this  particular 
section  is  concerned.  As']  Mr.  Wright 
points  out,  the  whole  of  this  branch 
of  the  Criminal  law  is  Judge-made — 
it  is  exclusively  the  product  of  the 
judicial  mind.  Excellent  as  judicial 
legislation  has  been  with  reference  to 
Commercial  Law,  unfortunately,  in  deal- 
ing with  Criminal  Law  we  always  find 
that  the  judicial  mind  is  rather  in  favour 
of  arbitrary  treatment.  The  state  of  the 
law  with  reference  to  combination  is  this 
— First  of  all  we  have  combinations  to  do 
what,  if  done  by  one  person,  would  bo 
lawful,  by  means  which  would  be  law- 
ful. It  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that  such 
combinations  are  lawful.  Then  we  have 
agreements  by  workmen  not  to  work  ex- 
cept on  certain  terms ;  and  here  I  come 
to  the  proposition  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  which  seems  to  me 
to  be  utterly  opposed  to  the  principles  of 
criminal  jurisprudence  with  reference  to 
combination.  As  I  understand  the  law 
laid  down  by  Mr.  Wright,  it  is  not  the 
Common  Law,  and  never  has  been  the 
Common  Law  of  this  country,  that  com- 
binations by  workmen  not  to  work  ex- 
cept upon  certain  terms  are  illegal.  The 
trade  combinations  which  have  been  re- 
ferred to  were  made  distinctly  illegal 
by  old  Statutes,  and  it  was  based 
upon  these  old  Statutes  that  our  Judges 
directed  juries  to  convict.  It  was  in 
consequence  of  the  decisions  in  these 
cases  that  the  Masters  and  Servants'  Act 
of  1875  was  passed.  It  is  distinctly 
stated  in  Mr.  Wright's  book  that  all  com- 
binations of  this  kind  were  perfectly 
legal,  with  the  single  exception  of  the 
combination  of  the  trades  union.  I  will 
upon  this  point  give  an  authority  which 
is  highly  respected  in  this  House — the 
authority  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bury  (Sir 
Henry  James).  In  the  debate  upon  the 
Masters  and  Servant's  Act,  in  1873,  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  said — 

*'  In  punishiog  what  the  law  called  conspiracy 
we  were  punishing  what  working-men  called 
comhination.  They  were  hound  to  comhine,  and 
their  experience  was  that  without  comhination 
all  attempts  to  improve  their  condition  were 
hopeless.  The  gas  stokers  were  punished  he- 
cause  admitting  their  right  to  comhine,  they 
had  comhined  to  hreak  a  contract,  and  hecause 
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under  Section  14  of  the  Master  and  Servant 
Act  that  Tvas  a  criminal  offence.  It  would  not 
have  been  criminal  on  the  part  of  any  other 
subject  of  the  Realm,  but  it  was  criminal  in 
them."— (3  Hamard,  [ai6]  607.) 

So  much  for  legal  combinations  by  work- 
men or  others  to  improve  their  position. 
Now  we  come  to  the  combinations  which 
are  distinctly  criminal.  A  criminal  com- 
bination to  do  something  is  either  to  do 
something  which  is  criminal  or  to  do 
something  which  is  perfectly  legal  by 
criminal  means.  It  is  only  the  interme- 
diate class,  a  very  large  and  varied  class 
of  combinations,  which  is  left  at  large 
under  this  section,  and  which  we,  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  say  should  be 
clearly  defined.  I  am  quite  willing  to 
admit  that  there  is  the  greatest  difference 
between  the  dicta  in  reference  to  this 
class  of  cases  of  learned  Judges  on  this 
side,  and  learned  Judges  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Irish  Channel.  I  wish  to  be 
perfectly  fair,  because  it  is  very  im- 
portant we  should  realize  the  true 
bearings  of  the  case.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  (Sir 
William  Harcourt)  has  mentioned  some 
cases.  Perhaps  the  Committee  will 
bear  with  me  while  I  mention  one  or  two 
cases  in  corroboration  of  this  view — 

"  A  conspiracy  to  injure  a  man  in  his  private 
propert}',  a  conspiracy  to  prevent  all  customers 
coming  to  his  shop,'  what  is  that  but  a  civil 
injury  P  A  conspiracy  to  injure  two  men  com- 
bining to  interfere  with  a  man's  civil  right  is 
indictable.'' 

What  does  Mr.  Wright  say  in  reference 

to  that  dictum  of  Mr.  Justice  Erie  ?  **  It 

is  conceived,"  says  Mr.  Wright — 

"  That  these  expressions,  for  the  most  part 
only  amounting  to  a  question  or  a  doubt  are  not 
sufficient  to  establish  exceptions  to  the  principles 
involved  in  the  decisions  given  before." 

Namely,  that  a  combination  to  injure  is 
not  criminal  unless  criminal  means  be 
used.  Now,  Mr.  Courtney,  it  is  precisely 
this  class  of  case  in  which  it  is  ad- 
mitted on  the  Treasury  Bench  that  the 
act  is  not,  per  se^  in  itself  illegal,  but  in 
which  something  may  be  done  which 
may  possibly  be  injurious  or  unlawful, 
that  we  are  asked  to  deliberately  with- 
draw from  the  only  safeguard  which, 
for  generations,  has  preserved  the 
humbler  classes  in  this  country  from 
the  injustice  which  would  have  been 
done  them  if  these  dicta  had  not  been 
actually  withstood  by  juries.  I  was 
greatly  surprised  to  hear  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman   the  Attorney 

ilr.  A.  J.  Williama 


General  (Sir  Kichard  Webster)  say  he 
thought  two  of  the  Irish  Eesident  Ma- 
gistrates were  better  than  12  jurymen 
in  England  or  in  Ireland.     I  am  sure 
Liberal  Members  do  not  wish  to  make 
any  reflection  upon  the  competency  of 
the  Besident  M!agistrates  of  Ireland; 
but  I  think  every  sensible  man  will 
admit  that  these  questions  of  nicety  and 
delicacy,   involving    the  greatest  Con- 
stitutional consequences,  are  questions 
which  should  not  be  withdrawn  from 
juries.     I  quite  agree  with  my  right 
hon.   and  learned    Friends  that  if  we 
must  have  this  odious  Act  the  Govern- 
ment ought  at  least  to  define  the  crimi- 
nal acts  which  they  are  (roing  to  create. 
Ma.  SHAW  LEFEVEE  (Bradford, 
Central) :  Mr.  Courtney,  I  desire  to  say 
a  very  few  words  in  support  of    the 
Amendment  of  mv  hon.   and    learned 
Friend  (Mr.  R.  T.  Reid).     I  think  that 
no  one  can  read  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Justice  Fitzgerald  in  the  Parnell  case 
without  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  he 
goes  very  far  beyond  any  decision  of 
English  Judges  in  similar  cases,  that  he 
has  laid  down  a  doctrine  which  goes  very 
far  beyond  the  Law  of  Conspiracy  as  de- 
fined in  any  of  the  law  books  or  de- 
cisions of  English  Judges,  and  without 
questioning  the  law   of   that    learned 
J  udge,  I  cannot  but  think  it  would  be 
very  desirable  that  his  ruling  should  be 
revised  by  the  Superior  Court,  either  the 
Superior  Court  of  Ireland  or  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  England — namely,  the 
House  of  Lords.    At  present,  the  ruling 
of  Mr.  Justice  Fitzgerald  must  be  taken 
as  conclusive,  and  it  is  absolutely  certain 
that  that  ruling  will  be  accepted  as  the 
law  by  the  Eesident  Magistrates  in  Ire- 
land.    Well,  now  there  will  be  no  appeal 
under  the  clause  before  us,  if  it  is  passed 
in  its  present  shape,  except  to  a  single 
Judge — namely,  the  Judge  of  the  County 
Court.     There  will  be  no  possibility  of 
appeal  from  the  Resident  Magistrate  to 
the  higher  tribunals  of  Ireland,  or  even 
of  England.     It  will  be  quite  possible 
when  this  clause  is  passed  into  law  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  £a^t 
Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  may  be  summoned 
before  a  magistrate  and  committed  to 
prison   for  six  months  for  merely  re« 
commending  tenants  to  combine  for    a 
reduction   of   rent.      It  is   quite    poe* 
sible  that  anybody  in  the  position    of 
the  hon.  Member  maybe  summoned 
fore  one  of  the  Resident  Magistrates  i 
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Ireland  and  sentenced  to  prison  for  six 
months  with  hard  labour,  without  the 
possibility  of  his  appealing  to  the  higher 
tribunals  of  either  Ireland  or  England. 
That  would  be  a  great  scandal,  one  of 
the  greatest  scandals  possible  in  the 
country.  It  is  surely  very  undesirable 
any  such  thing  should  take  place.  For 
my  part,  I  think  that  the  case  of  the 
small  tenants  of  Ireland  for  protection 
is  eyen  a  stronger  one  than  that  of  the 
labourers  of  England,  because  they 
have  an  interest  in  the  property  of  the 
holdings  in  respect  of  which  the  dispute 
arises ;  and  having  that  interest  it  is 
most  important  that  they  should  be  put 
in  a  position  in  which  they  can  freely 
combine  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
just  rents  in  respect  of  their  holdings. 
The  clause  which  is  now  before  us  pre- 
vents them  having  that  free  power  of 
combination,  and  it  is  for  that  reason  I 
most  strongly  oppose  it,  and  earnestly 
hope  the  .Ajnendment  of  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  (Mr.  R.  T.  Eeid)  will  be 
passed.  I  have  put  a  question  to  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Holmes) ;  but  as  yet  neither  he  nor  any 
Member  of  the  Government  has  ven- 
tured to  answer  it.  I  put  this  ques- 
tion— Suppose  50  or  60  small  tenants 
in  Ireland,  feeling  themselves  un- 
justly treated  in  regard  to  rent,  com- 
bine together,  and  four  or  five  of 
the  leading  men  summon  the  tenants 
together  and  advise  them  to  strike 
against  their  rents,  will  the  four  or  five 
men  be  liable  to  be  summoned,  under 
the  clause  as  it  stands,  before  a  Kesident 
Magistrate,  and  to  be  convicted  and  sent 
to  prison  with  hard  labour  ?  No  answer 
has  as  yet  been  given  from  the  Govern- 
ment Bench  to  that  question,  and  I  pre- 
sume, therefore,  it  cannot  be  answered ; 
because  under  this  clause,  as  it  stands, 
it  will  be  possible  to  commit  these  men 
to  prison.  I  say  that  is  a  position  pre- 
eiaely  similar  to  that  of  the  labourers  of 
England  before  the  Act  of  1875 ;  and  if 
Hie  analogy  holds  good,  as  I  believe  it 
does,  we  ought  to  give  the  same  pro- 
tection to  the  tenants  of  Ireland  as  we 
2iAve  given  to  the  labourers  of  England 
under  the  Act  of  1875.  There  is  no  law 
in  any  country  in  Europe  in  which  a 
fiio^ilar  Law  of  Conspiracy  exists.  Even 
m  India  people  cannot  be  convicted  of 
conspiracy  under  such  conditions.  I 
maintain  that  the  law  of  Europe  and  of 
India  is  opposed  to  the  clause  now  before 


us,  and,  therefore,  I  hope  the  Committee 
will  agree  with  the  Amendment  of  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.)  : 
I  must  say  the  conduct  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  is  not,  in  my  judgment, 
calculated  to  shorten  discussion.  Mr. 
Courtney,  this  is  a  Bill  you  would  not 
apply  to  niggers,  and  yet  you  mean  to 
apply  it  to  Irishmen ;  and  when  that  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre) — 
a  Privy  Counsellor,  an  ex-Cabinet  Mi- 
nister— refers  to  the  fact  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  may  get  certain  im- 
prisonment, hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
Gangway  opposite,  who  weep  pver  a 
wounded  land-grabber,  and  who  groan 
in  spirit  if  the  tail  of  a  cow  is  cut  off, 
think  it  is  calculated  to  promote  dis- 
cussion in  this  House  by  gloating  before- 
hand over  the  action  of  their  Hesident 
Magistrates.  Now,  let  me  say  that, 
whatever  this  House  of  Commons  may 
do,  whatever  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
Gangway  may  think,  and  whatever 
Kules  you  may  enforce,  we  will  fight 
you  as  long  as  we  can  sit  on  these 
Benches.  I  tell  hon.  Gentlemen  below 
the  Gangway  who,  in  a  half-drunken 
condition,  try  to  howl  us  down 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  must 
be  more  respectful  to  the  House  than 
use  language  of  that  kind.  [^Ministerial 
eries  of  **  Withdraw  ! "]  It  would  greatly 
assist  the  Chair  if  hon.  Gentlemen  would 
not  proffer  their  assistance  by  cries  of 
**  Withdraw ! " 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Mr.  Courtney, 
I  bow  to  your  ruling  under  any  circum- 
stances  

CoMMANDEB  BETHELL  (York,  E.R., 
Holderness) :  I  rise  to  Order,  Mr. 
Courtney.  I  wish  to  ask  you  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  should  not  withdraw  that 
expression  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
Mr.  Healy. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  would  respect 
a  ruling  made  by  you.  Sir,  under  any 
circumstances.  If  it  will  please  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  I  will  withdraw  the 
expression  ;  but  I  must  say  we  will  not 
sit  here  and  be  howled  down  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  when  the  liberties 
of  our  country  are  under  discussion. 
No  matter  what  the  consequences  or 
what  the  penalty  may  be,  so  long  as  we 
are  here  we  will  protest  against  this 
Bill.    If  you  howl  us  down  you  must 
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take  the  consequences.  I  know  no  As- 
sembly in  Europe  where  conduct  such 
as  that  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
would  be  tolerated  for  a  moment.  We 
are  here  in  a  minority,  it  is  true ;  but 
we  are  fighting  for  the  liberty  of  our 
country,  and  lor  hon.  Members  who  call 
themselves  Gentlemen 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  When  we  are 
dealing  with  one  of  the  most  important, 
abstruse,  and  delicate  questions  that 
ever  came  before  any  country,  are  we 
going  to  have  our  men  howled  down  by 
men  who  have  not  even  taken  the 
trouble  to  read  the  Bill,  who  know  no- 
thing about  it— who  are,  in  fact,  abso- 
lutely incompetent  to  pronounce  an  opi- 
nion upon  it?  I  say  it  is  a  public 
scandal,  and  I  tell  them  that,  whatever 
the  consequences  may  be,  it  is  not  by 
howling  that  they  will  pass  this  Bill. 
Now,  Sir,  we  have  to  sit  here  while  they 
are  away  at  dinner.  We  have  to  argue 
these  points  while  they  are  indicting 
letters,  possibly  denouncing  us  to  The 
Times,  Let  any  one  of  them  put  his 
finger  upon  some  particular  portion  of 
the  debate,  and  say  this  is  irrelevant  or 
that  is  irrelevant,  and  not  deal  with  us 
by  a  system  of  howling  which  has  be- 
come a  disgrace  to  them  and  the  country 
they  belong  to. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  180; 
Noes  263:  Majority  83.— (Div.  List, 
No.  166.) 

The  chairman  :  The  decision  just 
arrived  at  disposes  of  the  next  two 
Amendments. 

Mb.  MARUM  (Kilkenny,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  move  to  insert  after  ''Law"  in 
Hue  22— 

**  Provided,  That  no  agreement  or  combina- 
tion shall  amount  to  any  such  criminal  con- 
spiracy unless  some  act,  other  than  such  agree- 
ment or  combination,  be  done  to  affect  the 
object  thereof  by  one  or  more  of  the  parties 
to  such  agreement  or  combination." 

I  do  not  propose  to  travel  over  the 
ground  which  has  been  covered  by  pre- 
vious Amendments.  My  Amendment 
simply  provides  that  a  person  shall  be 
guilty  of  some  act  other  than  the  act  of 
entering  into  an  agreement  before  he 
shall  be  said  to  have  engaged  in  a 
criminal  conspiracy.     The  provision  I 

Sropose  is  to  be  found  in  the  American 
!ode. 

Mr,  T.  If.  Eealy 


Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  2, line  22,  after  "  Law  "  insert  **  Pro- 
vided that  no  agreement  or  combination  shall 
amount  to  any  such  criminal  conspiracy  unless 
some  Act.  other  than  such  agreement  or  com- 
bination, be  done  to  effect  the  object  thereof  by 
one  or  more  of  the  parties  to  such  agreement 
or  combination.'* — (Jtfr.  Marum,) 

Question  proposed,  ' '  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  This  Amendment  would  intro- 
duce a  change  in  the  law,  for  which  we 
have  got  no  precedent  in  this  country, 
nor,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  has  it  been 
suggested  in  any  code  or  by  any  authority 
that  such  a  change  should  be  made  in 
this  country.  I  hope,  therefore,  the 
hon.  Member  will  not  press  the  Amend- 
ment to  a  Division. 

Mr.  chance  (Kilkenny,  8.) :   The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentlemen  has 
admitted  that  this  Amendment   would 
introduce  a  change  in  the  law,  because 
an  overt  act  may  be  done  in  coming  to 
— in  producing  an  agreement,  and  that 
overt  Act,  without  producing  an  agree- 
ment, would  be  quite  sufficient  evidence 
of  conspiracy ;  but  without  entering  in 
the  slightest  degree  into  the  advisability 
of  introducing  the  change,  he  refused  to 
support  this  Amendment  on  the  ground 
that  there  was  no  precedent  whataoever 
in  any  code  or  elsewhere  for  a  provision 
requiring  an  overt  act  other  than  the 
Act  which  creates    the    agreement  for 
which  conspiracy  could  be  charged.    Oa 
that  point,  I  think  I  can  refer  him  to  the 
existing  Code  of    Indian  Law    which 
bears    out   the    principle    which    this 
Amendment  seeks  to  introduce.     If  he 
would  be  good  enough  to  refer  to  Act 
45  of  the  Governor   General  of  India, 
passed  in  the  year.  1860,  and  if  he  looks 
at  the  6th  chapter  of  that  Act,  Sections 
178  and  179,  he  would  find  it  laid  down 
that  an  offence  or  offences  constituting 
conspiracy  may  be  conspiracy  followed 
up  by  an  overt  act ;  and  in  Sections  107 
and   108,  that  no   conviction  for   con- 
spiracy can  be   had  unless  conspiracy 
and  some  overt  act  have  been  shown. 
But  I  might  point  out  further,  that  the 
Indian  Law    not     only    supports    tlxia 
Amendment,  but  it  absolutely  goes  on 
to  provide    that    no    conspiracy    sh&U 
be  punishable  unless  either  by  means  or 
by  object  that  conspiracy  tends  to  the 
commission  of  an  offence  which  woixl^ 
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be  a  crime  if  committed  by  one  person. 
That  Indian  Oode,  which  is  at  present 
the  law  govemin^^  the  action  of  many 
millions  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  con- 
tains the  very  principle  which  the 
Amendment  of  my  hon.  Friend  seeks  to 
introduce.  It  has  been  fully  recognized 
in  India  since  1860,  a  period  of  nearly 
28  years ;  and  I  think  it  is  full  time  that 
such  a  principle  should  be  recognized 
in  Ireland. 

Mr.  O'DOHERTY  (Donegal,    N.) : 
The  Committee  will  observe   that  the 
act  is  not  an  act  to  be  done  by  the  person 
charged  with  an  ofifence.  The  limitation 
which  my  hon.  Erined  wishes  to  put 
upon  the  crime,  as  it  is  to  be  dealt  with 
by  the  Besident  Magistrates,  is  such  a 
conspiracy  as  has  gone  so  far  that  an 
act  or  an  attempt  to  carry  out  the  object 
of  the  conspiracy  shall  be  done.    Surely 
that  is  not  much  of   a  limitation.     It 
may  be  in  the  words  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned    Gentleman   (Mr.   Holmes),    a 
change  in  the  definition  of  the  Law  of 
Conspiracy  if  we  were  here  defining  the 
Law  of  Conspiracy ;  but  what  this  section 
is  doing  is  defining  that  part  of  the  Law  of 
CoDspiracy  which  is  to  be  dealt  with  by 
Besident  Magistrates,  and,  surely,  when 
we  seek  to  put  a  limitation — when  we 
seek  to  put  one  condition  upon  the  con- 
spiracy that  is  to  be  dealt  with  by  Besi- 
dent M^istrates,  it  hardly  lies  in  the 
mouth  of  the  right  hon.   and   learned 
Gentleman    to    say  that  here  we   are 
seeking  a  change  in  the  definition  of  the 
law.     The  Government  are  themselves 
reapODsible  for  this  Amendment.     They 
choose  deliberately  to  avoid  the  technical 
word  **  conspire."     That  word  they  have 
changed,  or  rather  they  have  discarded, 
and  they  have  put  in  ''take  part  in," 
and  surely  it  is  little  enough  that  the 
takings  V^^  ^  should  be  taking  part  in 
something  which  has  gone  so  far,    at 
least,  as  either  to  attempt  to  compel,  or 
an  attempt  to  induce — that  something 
should  have  been  done  more  than  the 
mere  taking  part  in.     In  my  opinion, 
if  a  Hesident  Magistrate  finds  that  a 
discussion  has  gone  on  among    some 
tenants  in  a  sm^l  room  as  to  whether 
they  should  apply  to  their  landlord  for 
a  reduction  of  rent,  and  that  they  might 
Bay — **  Tes,  we  should,  and  we  should 
not  pay  our  rent  until  we  send   in   a 
memorial" — that   thereupon  the  Besi- 
dent Magistrate  would  say  that  is  con- 
spiracy, yet  no  act  will  have  been  done 


more  than  the  mere  conversation  of  the 
men  and  their  agreement  to  do  a  certain 
act.  There  is  a  very  remarkable  part  of 
the  law  in  regard  to  the  very  highest 
o£fence.  The  ofifence  of  treason  must  be 
evidenced  by  an  overt  act.  Surely,  if 
such  a  condition  was  required  with 
regard  to  treason,  and  ofifences  against 
the  Sovereign,  some  such  limitation 
should  be  imported  into  the  Law  of 
Conspiracy  that  has  to  be  administered 
by  two  Besident  Magistrates  in  Ireland. 
I  think  my  hon.  Friend  was  right  in 
moving  the  Amendment.  I  think  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  was  wrong  in  saying  that 
this  was  an  effort  to  introduce  change 
in  the  definition  of  the  Law  of  Con- 
spiracy, and  if  we  do  not  ask,  as  we  do 
not  ask  by  this  Amendment,  that  an  act 
shall  be  proved  against  the  person  him- 
self charged  with  an  offence,  but  simply 
on  the  part  of  some  one  of  the  conspira- 
tors, we  are  not  asking  the  Com- 
mittee to  sanction  anything  which  is 
extraordinary. 

The  FIBST  LOBD  of  the  TBEA- 
SUBY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  A.s  I  desire  to  report 
progress  in  order  to  take  two  Bills 
which  must  be  taken  this  evening,  I 
hope  the  Committee  will  come  to  a  deci- 
sion upon  the  Amendment  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Mb.  JOHN  MOBLEY  (Newcasde- 
upon-Tyne) :  I  think  the  request  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  unreason- 
able, and  I  would  join  in  his  appeal 
to  come  to  a  decision  as  soon  ^s  pos- 
sible. 

Mb.  MABUM  :  I  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Mr.  W, 
R,  Smith.) 

Mb.  CHANCE  (Kilkenny,  S.):  Before 
you  leave  the  Chair,  Mr.  Courtney,  I 
wish  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  he  intends  to  take  this  Bill  on 
Monday  next.  It  will,  I  think,  be 
rather  unreasonable  to  keep  a  large 
number  of  Members  in  London  for  oae 
day  next  week  who  would  otherwise  go 
home,  when  you  might  allow  other  busi- 
ness to  be  done.  No  real  progress  will 
be  made  on  Monday,  because  it  will  be 
impossible  almost  to  keep  the  necessary 
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number  of  Members  in  tbe  House  to 
enable  the  Government  to  do  that. 

Mb.  MARUM  (Kilkenny,  N.) :  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  must  bear  in  mind 
that  it  takes  two  days  for  Irish  Mem- 
bers to  go  to  and  return  from  Ireland. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  announced 
that  the  Bill  would  be  taken  on  Mon- 
day, and  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  draw 
back  from  that  announcement,  having 
regard  to  the  convenience  of  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen generally.  I  propose,  however, 
not  to  take  the  Bill  on  Monday  fort- 
night, that  is  to  say,  on  the  6th  June, 
but  to  take  Supply  instead.  The  object 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  will  thus  be  secured 
in  some  measure,  and  I  trust  that 
arrangement  will  meet  with  satisfac- 
tion. Perhaps  I  am  hardly  in  order  in 
going  further.  ["  Go  on."]  Well,  Sir, 
with  the  permission  of  the  House  I  wish 
to  say  that  on  Monday  the  6th  June  it 
is  proposed  to  take  Supply,  the  Budget 
Bill  later,  and  subsequently  the  National 
Debt  Bill.  [''What  Supply?"]  In 
accordance  with  an  arrangement  made 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
the  Post  Office  Estimates  will  be  taken 
first,  and  then  in  the  ordinary  course, 
Class  1  of  the  Civil  Service  Estimates. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
wish  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury when  all  the  Papers  relating  to 
the  Whiteboy  Acts  will  be  in  the  hands 
of  hon.  Members.  We  are  now  coming 
near  that  portion  of  the  Bill  which  deals 
with  the  Whiteboy  Acts,  and  the  putting 
down  of  Amendments  will  be  rendered 
very  difficult  unless  we  know  what  the 
charges  under  these  Acts  are. 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  We  will  give 
the  House  full  information  before  we 
arrive  at  that  portion  of  the  Bill  which 
refers  to  the  Whiteboy  Acts.  Any  assist- 
ance which  the  House  requires  for  the 
discussion  of  these  Acts  will  certainly 
be  given. 

Mb.  CHANCE:  I  understand  no  pro- 
gress will  be  made  with  the  Crimes  Bill 
on  Tuesday  next — at  the  Morning  Sitting 
on  Tuesday. 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  That  is  the  in- 
tention  of  the  Government.  The  Bill 
will  be  put  down  for  Monday  and  will 
betaken  on  Monday,  and  I  hope,  not- 
withstanding the  anticipation  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  that  considerable  pro- 
gress will  be  made  with  it.  We  shall 
then  adjourn  consideration  of  the  Bill 
until  Tuesday  the  7th  June. 

Mr.  Chane4 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee    report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  upon  Monday  next. 

DUKE  OF    OONNAUGHT'S  LEA\E 
BILL.— [BiLT.  228.] 
(Mr.  William  E$nry  Smithy  Mr.  Secretari/  StM- 
hope,  Sir  John  Oorit.) 
OOloaTTBZ. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  t\ie 
Chair."— (iS»r  John  Gorst) 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.): 
I  wish  to  ask  the  Government  a  ques- 
tion upon  this  Bill.    I  offer  no  opposi- 
tion in  the  world  to  the  Duke  of  Con- 
naught's  leave ;  but  it  seems  to  me  the 
Government  might  take  this  opportunity 
of  making  that  slight  change  in  the  law 
for  the  benefit  of  other  officers  which 
was  discussed  on  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill.    There  will  be  no  trouble  in 
passing  the  Bill  in  reference  to  the  Duke 
of  Connaught ;  but  I  would  respectfully 
point  out  that  it  would  be  the  most 
simple  thing  in  the  world  to  change  the 
title  of  the  Bill  and  call  it  something 
like  the  Leave  of  Absence  from  India 
Bill,  and  thus  prevent  it  from  having 
the  invidious  appearance  of  being  passed 
simply  for  the  convenience  of  the  Du*^ 
of  Connaught.    I  do  not  think  it  fair  to 
pass   an  Act  which  seems  to  raise  M^ 
invidious  distinction ;  and  to  put  m  * 
clause  dealing  with  oflBcers  generally 
would  look  fairer  all  round. 

The    under    SECRETARY   or 
8TAIE  FOR  INDIA  (Sir  John  ^f) 
(Chatham):  The  matter  is  not  so  simpleftS 
it  appears.  Itisn^twnderconsidetaW 
and  I  hope  in  the  p^^ntSession  ^^ 
a  measure  may  be  subraHl^*^       ^^ 
ment  for  dealing  with  the^qp^?^/  j-j. 
attempt  to  do  it  now  would,  TP'vI-m 
volve  matters  which,  at  all  evc^^L^i 
cause  delay;  and  it  is  a  maLT/Bjl 
ought  not  to  be  dealt  with.  nv\T 
conideration. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  considered  in  Committer 
(In  the  Committeo. 
Motion  made,  and  Questib^^KU  > 
"That  Clause  1  stand  part  (^**^ 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Noi 
Upon  this  clause  I  wish,  to  c 
we  have  an  assurance   fitt^-^K  j^ 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  ^^ 


'si 


;^ 
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Treasury  that  the  Duke  of  Connaught 
will  not  receive  any  pay  during  the 
period  of  his  leave.  I  wish  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  that 
applies  only  to  Indian  pay  or  gene- 
raliy? 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  It  refers  to  his  pay  as 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Bombay 
Army.  It  does  not,  of  course,  a£fect 
aoy  regimental  pay,  which  he  would 
have  under  any  circumstances,  whether 
lie  was  in  command  or  not  in  command. 
The  engagement  is  that  all  his  pay  and 
all  iiis  allowances,  in  reference  to  his 
position  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Bombay  Army,  will  be  suspended  the 
moment  he  leaves  his  command  until  he 
letoms  to  it. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  :  I  presume  the 
Bake  of  Connaught  will  pay  his  own 
expenses  in  coming  home  ? 

Me.  W.  H.  SMITH:  That,  also,  is 
understood. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported^  without  Amendment. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time."— (iS«r  John  GorsL) 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  simply  wish 
to  ask  a  question  with  reference  to  the 
next  Business  on  the  Paper — namely, 
^hat  Bills  it  is  proposed  by  the  Qovern- 
ment  to  take  to-night  ? 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  We  propose  to 
take  the  Sast  India  Stock  Conversion 
Bill,  the  Truro  Bishopric  Bill,  and  the 
Public  Parke  and  Works  (Metropolis) 
Bin. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

Kll  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


X0  ^ 

reed  *^ 
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^jio 


^^  iw>i^1 
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to 
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INDIA  STOCK  COKVERSION 
BILL.— [Bill  267.] 
{Sir  John  Gorat,  Mr.  Jackson.) 
^SDATIOK.      THIRD  BEADING. 

amended,  eonsidtred. 

made,  and  Question  proposed, 
le  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
[Sir  John  Oorst.) 

3AKER :  As  this  Bill,  which 

tly   speaking  a  Money  Bill, 

lo  cliarge,  but  on  the  contrary, 

LTin^,  I  shall  under  these  cir- 

niake  no  objection  so  far  as 


I  am  concerned  to  the  next  stage  being 

tftlT  ATI 

Mb.'  T.  M.  HEALT  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  am  entirely  in  favour  of  this  Bill  being 
taken ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  am 
always  at  a  loss  to  know  why  it  was  re- 
garded as  a  Money  Bill,  and  why  the 
block  did  not  affect  it.  I  always  under- 
stood a  Money  Bill  to  be  a  Bill  which 
made  a  charge  on  the  taxpayers.  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  know  under  what  possible  circum- 
stances a  Bill  like  this  should  ever  be 
considered  a  Money  Bill.  I  think  it  a 
most  unfortunate  thing  that  we  should 
have  this  extension  of  the  Money  Bill 
principle.  We  had*  another  instance  in 
a  Bill,  dealing  with  the  Irish  Constabu- 
lary, which  was  called  a  Money  Bill. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PUBLIC  PARKS  AND  WORKS  (METRO- 

POLIS)  BILL.— [Bill  136.] 

{Mr.  David  Flunket,  Mr,  Jackson.) 

SECOND  READING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  op 
WORKS  (Mr.  Plunket)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  am  extremely  glad  that  I 
have  at  last  obtained  the  opportunity  of 
asking  the  House  to  give  a  second  read- 
ing to  this  Bill,  and  I  hope  there  will 
be  no  opposition  to  it.  At  the  same  time, 
I  feel  it  is  right  that  I  should  very 
briefly  state  to  the  House  what  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Bill  is,  and  what  it  is  pro- 
posed to  do.  The  object  of  this  Bill  is 
to  give  effect  to  a  promise  which  was 
given  last  year  when  the  Estimates 
were  being  discussed,  and  when  con- 
siderable objection  was  taken  to  a 
continuance  of  the  payment  of  the 
expenses  of  the  Parks  of  the  Metro- 
polis by  the  taxpayers  of  the  country. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Northampton 
(Mr.  Labouchere),  amongst  others,  ob- 
jected strongly  to  this,  and  there  was  a 
Division  adverse  to  the  Vote  on  that  oc- 
casion— that  is  to  say,  adverse  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  Parks  at  the  cost  of 
the  taxpayers.  On  a  subsequent  occasion, 
it  was  agreed  that  the  Vote  would  not 
be  opposed,  as  to  the  Parks  which  are 
known  as  Royal  Parks,  on  a  pledge 
being  given  that  the  other  Parks  were 
excluded  from  the  Vote,  and  accordingly 
a  Bill  was  brought  in  last  year  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  effect  to  that  pledge. 
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Unfortunately,  that  Bill  miscarried,  and 
did  not  become  an  Act  of  Parliament ; 
and  this  year,  as  early  as  we  could, 
the  Bill  which  I  have  now  to  ask 
a  second  reading  for  was  introduced 
in  this  House.  The  objects  of  the 
Bill  are,  very  shortly,  as  follows.  They 
are  to  transfer  certain  Parks  and 
other  works  to  the  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Works,  and  to  provide  that  in 
future  they  shall  be  maintained  at 
the  expense  of  the  ratepayers  of  the 
Metropolis,  instead  of  at  the  expense  of 
the  taxpayers  of  the  country.  The  Parks 
and  tihe  works  which  it  is  proposed  to 
transfer  in  this  way  are  set  out  in  the 
Schedule  of  this  Bill,  and  they  are  Vic- 
toria Park,  Battersea  Park,  Kenning- 
ton  Park,  Bethnal  Green,  Westminster 
Bridge,  and  the  Thames  Embankment 
at  Ohelsea,  These  are  the  Parks  and 
works  which  it  is  proposed  by  this  Bill 
to  transfer  to  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works,  so  that  in  future  the  expense 
of  maintaining  them  shall  be  borne  by 
the  ratepayers  of  the  Metropolis,  and 
no  longer  by  the  taxpayers  of  the  King- 
dom. I  do  not  know  tiiat  the  principle 
of  this  Bill  will  be  disputed  in  any 
quarter  of  the  House ;  but  I  know  that 
objections  have  been  taken  to  the  fact 
that  one  of  these  Parks — that  is  to  say, 
Battersea  Park — is  charged  with  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money — a  sum  of 
£133,000  of  debt.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  propose  in  this  Bill  to  transfer 
to  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works 
along  with  this  debt  an  estate  which  at 
the  present  time  produces  £4,500  a-year 
from  ground  rents,  and  which  will,  we 
believe,  in  a  few  years  produce  the  much 
larger  sum  of  £6,800  a-year.  We  be- 
lieve that  this  would  not  be  a  bad  bar- 
gain for  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  to  make.  At  the  same  time,  as 
I  have  informed  the  House,  in  answer  to 
Questions  which  have  been  put  to  me  on 
the  subject,  if  those  who  represent  the 
interests  of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  should  prefer  to  have  it  in  the 
other  way — that  is  to  say,  that  we  should 
simply  hand  over  the  Battersea  Park  to 
the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works,  dis- 
charged of  the  debt,  and  without  the 
estate,  we  should  amend  the  Bill  in  that 
way,  and  the  natural  result  would  be 
as  follows : — that  is  to  say,  we  keep  the 
estate  from  which  a  very  large  income 
is  derived,  and  we  keep  the  debt ;  but 
we  hand  over  the  Park  without   the 

Mr.  Plunket 


estate  and  without  the  debt.     We  be- 
lieve that  the  way  in  which  it  is  proposed 
by  the  Bill — that  is  to  say,  to  give  the 
Park  with  the  debt  to  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works,  and  the  estate  which 
produces  the  income  I  have  mentioned — 
would  not  be  a  bad  bargain  for  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works.    On  the 
other  band,  if  they  prefer  to  take  the 
other  way — to  take  over  the  Park  with- 
out the  debt,  and  without  the   estate 
which  produces  the  income  I  have  men- 
tioned,  we  shall    not    resist    such  an 
Amendment  if  it  is  proposed.    There- 
fore, the  Metroplitan  Board  of  Works 
will  have  its  own  way.     I  have  only  to 
state  that  the  natural  result  of  the  Bill 
will  then  be  as  follows.    There  will  be 
properties  transferred  which,  in  order  to 
place  them   in  their  present  position, 
would  involve  a  capital  expenditure  of 
£493,500,  against  an  annual  expendi- 
ture of  £19,300'— that   is   to   say,    an 
annual  expenditure  for  keeping  up  and 
maintaining  these  works.  I  do  not  know 
that  the  House  would  wish  me  at  the 
present  time  to  go  through  more  parti- 
cularly the  section  of  the  Bill.     I  think 
I  have  stated  generally  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill,  and  when  we  come  to  discuss 
the  matter  in  Committee,  it  can  be  more 
fully  gone  into.    Sir,  I  hope  that  on  the 
present  occasion  the  House  will  allow 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.    I  move 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed » 
''That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time," — {Mr.  Plunket,) 

Sir  JAMES  M'GAEEL-HOQG-  (Mid- 
dlesex,  Homsey) :  I  do  not  wish  in  any- 
way to  oppose  my  right  hon.  Friend's 
Motion ;  but  I  must  say  that  I  am  taken. 
very  considerably  at  a  disadvantage.      X 
did  not  think  that  this  Bill  would  be 
brought  on  just  now,  and  it  is  my  xnis* 
fortune  that  I  have  not  brought    any 
notes  down  to  the  House  with  me.  Wi^ 
regard  to  what  advantage  the  Metro* 
poHtan  ratepayers  may  get,  I  may  juBt 
remark  this — ^that  it  is  rather  hard   on 
the  ratepayers  of  the  Metropolis  to  say 
they  get  a  very  good  bargain.     I  ehoixld 
like  to  ask  my  right  hon.  Friend    "wbe* 
ther  he  would  accede  to  the  Motion  I 
have  put  down,  that  this  Bill  shoxild   be 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee.       rMj, 
Plunket  indicated  assent.]     Very  'well^ 
that  being  so,  I  think  I  shall  not   irmatd 
the  time  of  the  House,  but  agreo  V>  lUfai] 
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second  reading  of  the  Bill,  on  the  under- 
Btanding  that  it  shall  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee. 

Me.  PLXJNKET  :  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  that  course. 

MR.ILLINGWOETH(Bradford,W.): 
Before  the  Bill  is  disposed  of  in  the  very 
agreeable  manner  suggested  by  the  right 
hon.  Q-entleman  the  Chairman  of  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  (Sir  James 
McGarel-Hogg),  I   think  there  should 
be  an  expression  of  opinion  from  the 
general  body  of  the  House  as  to  the 
position  in  which  the  whole  question 
stands.    I  may  point  out  that  parks  are 
not  peculiar  to  London.    There  is  now 
h&rdlj  a  town  of  any  magnitude  or  en- 
terprise in  the  United  Kingdom  which 
is  not  provided  with  parks  quite  as  large 
in  proportion  as  those  in  the  Metropolis. 
Now,  Sir,  what  are  the  means  out  of 
vhich  these  parks  have  been  provided  ? 
Unless  it  be  by  the  private  munificence 
of  individuals,  there  is  only  one  method 
available  whereby  the  ratepayers  can 
provide  themselves  with  the  necessary 
funds.    Eecourse  is  had  to  the  practice 
of  borrowing  on  the  rates  of  the  town, 
&nd  the  ratepayers  are  made  liable  for 
the  repayment  of  principal  and  interest. 
I  suppose  it  will  scarcely  be  contended 
in  any  part  of  the  House  that  these 
parks  are  worth  the  money  that  they 
nave  cost;  and  if  the  whole  charge  of 
the  London  Parks  was  thrown  upon  the 
Metropolis,  the  Metropolis  would  be  in 
precisely  the  same  position  as  any  other 
town  or  city  in  the  United  Kingdom 
wishing  to  provide  itself  with  similar 
advantages.     No  doubt'  the  error  in  the 
past  has  been  that  Parliament  has  taken 
upon  itself  to  provide  the  Metropolis, 
free  of  charge,  with  these  enormous  ad- 
vantages.    But,  fortunately,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  general  taxpayers  of 
the  country  have  risen  to  protest  against 
a  continuance  of  the  practice.    I  do  not 
•e«  any  necessity  why  an  estate  to  the 
^ue  of  £178,000  should  be  handed 
over  to  the  Metropolis  in  order  to  induce 
the  Metropolis  to  take  over  these  Parks. 
^fhaX  is  the  fund  to  which  the  right  hon. 
G^tlenian   the  First  Commissioner  of 
Wor^  (Mr.    Plunket)  refers?    I  sup- 
P<Me  it  is  really  now  a  national  estate ; 
and,  because  Parliament  is  handing  over 
to  tile  Metropolis  property  which  is  cost- 
ing tiie  Board  £493,000, 1  do  not  see 
any  necessity  for  the  additional  gift  of 
ttertttenow  bringing  in  over  £4,000 


a-year,  and  which  will  shortly  be  bring- 
ing in  over  £7.000  a-year.    It  is  true 
that  these  Parks  will  require  an  annual 
charge  on  the  Metropolis  for  their  main- 
tenance ;  bnt  there  is  no  peculiarity  in 
that.     There  is  an  annual  charge   on 
every  Provincial  Park  in  the  country, 
and  I  do  not  see  why  the  Metropolis 
should  have   exceptional  privileges  in 
this  respect.    After  the  transfer  of  these 
Parks  and  the  annual  charges  in  rela- 
tion thereto,    there    will    still    remain 
several  Parks  in  London  in  regard  to 
which  the  Metropolis  will  enjoy  exclu- 
sive advantages,  and  in  regard  to  which 
the  annual  charge  will  remain  upon  the 
taxation  of  the  country  at  large.     The 
Metropolis  has  the  exclusive  benefit  of 
the  Eoyal  Parks,  and  I  do  not  see  why 
the  cost  of  their  maintenance  should  be 
a  general  charge  upon  the  taxpayer. 
The    ownership   of  the    Boyal    Parks 
might  remain  with  the  State  as  at  pre- 
sent; but,  so  long  as  they  are  for  the 
sole  benefit  of  the  Metropolis,  I  think 
the  least  that  can  be  done  is  to  make 
the  Metropolis  liable  for  their  mainten- 
ance.   I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  any 
other  city  in  this  country  woiild  be  only 
too  pleased  to  take  over  any  public  pro- 
perty on  the  same  conditions.    At  any 
rate,  as  representing  a  Provincial  con- 
stituency, I  wish  to  enter  my  protest 
against   handing   over  this  additional 
estate  in  order  to  sweeten  the  gift  to 
the  Metropolis. 

Sib  KOPER  LETHBRIDQE  (Ken- 
sington,  N.) :  I  do  not  propose  to  move 
the  Amendment  of  which  1  have  given 
Notice,  because  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
Buggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
the  Hornsey  Division  of  Middlesex  (Sir 
James  M'Q-arel-Hogg)  will  answer  the 
purpose  I  had  in  view.  I  wish,  as  a 
Metropolitan  Member,  to  protest  against 
additional  burdens  being  placed  upon 
the  ratepayers  of  the  Metropolis  in  con- 
sequence of  what  was  little  else  than  a 
snap  Division  taken  at  an  unreasonable 
hour  last  Session.  The  ratepayers  of 
London  are  already  notoriously  over- 
burdened, and  I  think  it  is  hard,  under 
these  circumstances,  that  they  should  be 
made  responsible  for  additional  charges. 
If  new  burdens  are  to  be  imposed  on  the 
ratepayers  in  London,  I  think  any  fund 
so  raised  might  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  new  open  spaces  for 
the  benefit  of  me  poor.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  the  circumstances  of 
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London  are  entirely  different  from  those 
of  most  of  the  Provincial  towns.  I 
venture  to  submit  to  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Bradford  (Mr. 
Illingworth)  that  in  the  case  of  any 
ordinary  Provincial  town  the  ratepayers 
are  within  easy  reach  of  the  suburbs, 
and  are  not  called  upon  to  find  any  rates 
to  keep  up  those  suburbs.  Even  in  the 
larger  Provincieil  towns  the  poor  are  not 
so  entirely  shut  out  from  access  to  the 
suburbs  as  they  are  in  London.  I  took 
part  only  last  week  in  the  opening  of  a 
recreation  ground  in  the  borough  which 
I  have  the  honour  to  represent.  This 
recreation  ground  is  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  any  one  of  the  existing 
Metropolitan  Parks,  and  it  was  univer- 
sally agreed  on  that  occasion  that  until 
this  open  space  was  provided,  the  poor 
of  the  neighbourhood  were  absolutely 
precluded  from  taking  advantage  of 
those  green  spaces  which  are  the  lungs 
of  London.  1  trust  that  Members  who 
sit  for  Provincial  constituencies  will  con- 
sider the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
ratepayers  and  of  the  poor  of  London ; 
and  that  they  will,  at  any  rate,  consent 
to  the  very  moderate  proposal  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the 
Hornsey  Division  of  Middlesex  (Sir 
James  M*Garel-Hogg),  that  this  Bill 
should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  JAMES  EOWLANDS  (Fins- 
bury,  E.) :  Speaking  as  one  of  the 
Metropolitan  Liberal  Members,  I  may 
say  that,  inasmuch  as  the  Government 
have  consented  to  refer  the  Bill  to  a 
Select  Committee,  I  have  no  intention 
of  opposing  the  second  reading.  I  do 
not  quite  understand  the  drift  of  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Bradford  (Mr.  Illing- 
worth). Either  we  have  no  right  to  be 
burdened  with  the  cost  of  Battersea 
Park,  or  if  we  have  a  right  to  be  so 
burdened  we  have  a  right  to  any  source 
of  income  which  appertains  to  it.  The 
estate  to  which  reference  has  been  made 
distinctly  belongs  to  Battersea  Park, 
and  I,  for  one,  shall  fight  against  any 
proposal  to  throw  the  charge  on  the 
rates,  unless  we  also  have  the  estate  or 
some  equivalent  for  it.  I  should  also 
like  to  point  out  that  London  is  in  an 
entirely  different  position  from  Pro- 
vincial towns  in  reference  to  the  control 
which  the  ratepayers  exercise  over  local 
affairs.    If  the  Metropolis  had  the  same 

Sir  Eoper  Lethhridgo 


kind  of  municipal  authrvity  as  Bradford 
or  Manchester,  we  might  be  more  ready 
to  assume  responsibilities  of  this  kind. 
I  do  not  intend  to  trouble  the  House 
further  at  this  late  hour  of  the  evening, 
except  to  say  that  I  hope  the  ratepayers 
of  London  will  be  given  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  their  views  before  the 
Select  Committee  suggested  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chairman  of  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  (Bradford. 
Central) ;    I    entirely  agree   with    the 
principle  of  this  Bill ;  and  I  should  like 
to  know  whether,  under  the  terms  of  the 
Eeference  to  a  Select  Committee,  it  will 
be  open  to  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  to  object  to  that  principle  ?    If 
so,  I  shall  strongly  oppose  such  Re- 
ference.   If  it  is  proposed  to  refer  the 
Bill  to  a  Select  Committee  for  the  consi- 
deration of  details,  assuming  the  prin- 
ciple to  have  been  agreed  upon  by  this 
House,  then  I  shall  have  no  objection  to 
the  course  proposed.    With  regard  to 
the  suggestion  of  my  hon.  Friend  and 
Colleague  the  Member  for  West  Brad* 
ford  (Mr.  Illingworth\  that  the  Metro- 
politan   Board    of  Works    should    be 
charged  to  the  original  cost  of  these 
Parks,  or  at  all  events,  should  not,  on 
the  other  hand,  take  the  estate  whiofa. 
the  Government  proposed  to  transfer  to 
the  Parks,  I  cannot  ag^ee  with  him. 
No  doubt,  by  this  Bill  we  are  going  to 
impose  a  burden  of  a  considerable  cha- 
racter upon  the   Metropolitan  Board  ; 
but  my  hon.  Friend  does  not  recollect, 
or  does  not  know,  that  the  City  of  London 
does  not  receive  its  contribution  of  half 
the  cost  of  its  police.      If  the  Metro- 
polis had  its  local  government,  the  same 
as  Provincial  towns,  that  contribution 
would  have  to  be  paid  ;  and  the  amoant 
would  not  be  far  short  of  the  charge  'we 
are  now  imposing.    Another  question 
that  occurs  to  me  is,  whether  this  would 
not  be  a  good  opportunity  for  handing 
over  to  the  Metropolitan  Board  that  very 
inconvenient  property — BromptonCexne- 
tery.    It  is  obvious  that  the  incooiQ  of 
that  cemetery  will  drop  through  before 
long,  and  some  authority  ought  to  l>e  in 
a  position  to  buy  land  to  replace  it  irlien 
it  is  filled.    I  cannot  but  think  that  this 
would  be  a  good  opportunity  for  settlinir 
the  question    on  a   more    satisfactory 
basis.  ^ 

Mb.  KIMBEE  (Wandsworth) :  I  wish 
to  ask  whether  it  would  be  competent 
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for  the  Committee,  if  appointed,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  excising  from  the 
Schedule  of  any  of  the  Parks,  or  the  add- 
ing of  parks  which  are  not  included  in  the 
Schedule  ?  The  constituency  which  I 
represent  includes  Wimbledon  Common, 
an  open  space  dedicated  to  the  public  at 
large ;  but  the  expense  of  maintaining 
\rliich  is  borne  entirely  by  the  district 
of  which  it  is  a  part.  If  this  Bill  is 
passed  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  pro- 
posedy  it  will  have  the  effect  of  throw- 
ing upon  my  constituency  a  portion  of 
the  ODiaintenance  of  the  parks  scheduled, 
in  addition  to  the  burden  we  now  have 
to  bear  in  respect  of  Wimbledon  Com- 
mon. It  seems  to  me  that  we  have  an 
equitable  right  to  set  off  the  special 
hardens  already  imposed  upon  us  by 
legislation  affecting  the  Common  against 
the  charge  which  the  Bill  would  throw 
upon  us  in  regard  to  the  Parks  gene- 
rally, and  if  we  are  not  to  be  admitted 
hefore  the  Committee  to  raise  this  case, 
I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  oppose  the 
measure.  The  Bill  has  taken  its  rise 
horn  an  objection  urged  in  the  time  of 
the  late  Government  to  two  or  three 
Yotes  for  the  expense  of  the  mainten- 
ance of  these  Parks ;  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  when  it  is  committed,  powers  ought 
to  be  given  to  the  Committee  for  the 
consideration  of  special  circumstances 
affecting  any  particular  part  of  the  Me- 
tropolis. 

Mr.  henry  H.  fowler  (Wolver- 
liainpton,  E.)  :  I  think  the  hon.  Gentle- 
nian  who  has  just  sat  down  (Mr.  Kim- 
her)   and    the    hon.    Gentleman    the 
Hember    for    North    Kensington    (Sir 
Boper  Lethbridge)  are  not  quite  accu- 
rate in   their  historical  recollection  of 
this  question.    They  assumed  that  when 
the  question  was  raised  in  Parliament 
in  1885,  that  was  the  first  occasion  on 
▼hich  this  matter  had  been  raised,  and 
that  it  was  the  decision  of  that  evening 
which    has    produced    this  change    of 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 
It  was  nothing  of  the  sort.    This  ques- 
tion has  been  raised  for  many  years  in 
the  House   of  Commons  on  the  Esti- 
mates, and  there  has  been  a  growing 
feeling  year  after  year  that  the  time  has 
srrived   when  London  ought  to  defray 
the  cost  of  its  own  Parks  in  the  same 
laanner  as  Liiverpool,  Manchester,  and 
the  o&er  large  towns  of  the  Kingdom 
defray  the   cost  of  their  Parks.    The 
question  was  not  decided  on  a  snatch 


Division.  I  was  responsible  for  the 
Yote  on  that  occasion,  and  I  believe  it 
was  one  of  the  largest  Divisions  that 
has  ever  taken  place  in  Supply.  More- 
over, the  feeling  in  the  House  was  so 
strong,  that  they  not  only  rejected  the 
Votes  for  the  ordinary  London  Parks, 
but  attempted  to  put  pressure  on  the 
Government  in  the  same  way  in  refer- 
ence  to  the  Royal  Parks.  It  was  im- 
possible to  assent  to  the  rejection  of 
the  Yote  for  the  Royal  Parks,  as  that 
would  have  been  a  breach  of  the  con- 
tract made  with  Her  Majesty  when 
she  ascended  the  Throne ;  but  the  Go- 
vernment only  obtained  the  Vote  on 
the  distinct  pledge  that  the  cost  of  what 
might  be  called  the  London  Parks 
proper  should  be  thrown  upon  the  rate- 
payers of  London.  London  is  not  only 
the  wealthiest  city  in  this  Empire,  but 
one  of  the  lowest  rated.  The  burden  pro- 
posed to  be  put  on  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works  is  one-sixth  of  a  penny. 
Now,  I  ask  any  hon.  Gentleman  who 
represent  English,  or  Scotch,  or  Irish 
municipalities  if  they  know  of  any  Park 
which  is  kept  up  at  a  cost  of  one-sixth 
of  a  penny  ?  I  think  the  proposition  of 
the  Government  is  fair  and  just,  and  I 
think  the  good  sense  of  the  Metropolitan 
Members  will  cause  them  to  see  that 
the  time  has  come  when  this  burden 
should  be  put  upon  the  proper  shoulders. 
£  agree  that  there  are  matters  of  detail 
connected  with  the  Bill  which  a  Select 
Committee  is  the  proper  tribunal  to  deal 
with,  and  I  woula  go  further  and  say 
that  the  position  of  the  Battersea  Debt 
and  Estate  is  also  a  question  for  the 
Committee ;  but  I  object  strongly  to  the 
question  of  public  policy  involved  in  the 
Preamble  of  the  Bill  being  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee  of  five  Members. 
That  is  a  question  of  Government 
policy.  Two  administrations  have  now 
declared  in  this  House  that  the  time  has 
arrived  for  transferring  the  cost  of  these 
Parks  from  the  State  to  the  Metropolis ; 
and  it  should  be  distinctly  understood 
that  in  assenting  to  this  Motion  for  a 
Select  Committee  we  are  only  assenting 
to  the  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the 
details  by  which  this  scheme  can  be  car- 
ried out. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (IsHngton,  N.) :  The 
position  in  which  we  stand  in  the  North 
of  London  is  that  we  are  farther  from 
the  Parks  than  most  people.  I  look, 
however,  upon  the  maintenance  of  the. 
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Parks  as  a  matter  of  local  taxation,  and 
I  think  London  is  rich  enough  to  pay 
for  its  own  Parks.  At  the  present  time, 
when  all  parts  of  the  country  are  over- 
burdened with  taxation,  we  in  London 
should  set  the  example  to  other  districts 
of  bearing  our  own  burdens  in  the  way 
proposed  by  the  Bill. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
I  suppose  it  will  be  made  quite  clear 
that  the  question  of  principle  in  regard 
to  the  Bill  will  not  be  raised  before  the 
Select  Committee.  I  should  also  like  to 
know  whether  the  Board  of  Works  will 
be  entitled  to  appear  by  counsel  before 
the  Committee  as  well  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chairman  of  the  Board 
(Sir  James  M*Q-arel-Hogg),  who,  I  pre- 
sume, would  be  represented  by  counsel 
as  the  promoter  of  the  Bill.  With  regard 
to  the  Bill  itself,  I  think  it  is  a  fair  and 
legitimate  compromise ;  and  if  the  Me- 
tropolitan Members  look  into  it  they  will 
see  that  they  will  do  well  to  accept  it  in 
its  entirety  instead  of  raising  points, 
because  they  must  remember  that  points 
may  also  be  raised  on  the  other  side. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  have  power  to  strike  out 
any  of  the  Parks  included  in  the  Sche- 
dule. II  that  was  the  case,  power 
should  also  be  given  to  insert  Parks.  I 
presume  this  would  be  done. 

Captain  COLOMB  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Bow,  &c.) :  I  wish  to  point  to  one  defect 
in  this  Bill,  and  I  should  like  to  have 
some  assurance  that  the  matter  will  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Committee.  The  case 
to  which  I  allude  is  that  of  Victoria 
Park,  in  the  East  of  London.  Victoria 
Park  was  created  a  Boyal  Park,  and 
made  over  to  the  Crown  in  1841.  I  will 
read  a  few  words  from  the  Act  of  that 
year  relating  to  the  subject,  because 
they  are  important  as  showing  that  this 
was  intended  to  be  a  Boyal  Park  for 
ever — 

'<  And  Buch  lands  and  hereditaments,  when 
parchased,  to  be  conveyed  and  assured  to  Her 
Majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors,  and  when  so 
conveyed,  shall  if  ever  thereafter  be  taken  to  be 
a  Royal  Park,  by  the  name  of  *  Victoria  Park,* 
and  part  and  parcel  of  the  possessions  and  land 
revenues  of  Her  Majesty  in  right  of  the  Crown ; 
and  all  laws,  provisions,  and  regulations  now 
in  force  or  hereafter  to  be  in  force  with  respect 
to  Royal  Parks,  shall  be  taken  to  extend  and 
apply  to  such  Park,  except  that  Her  Majesty's 
Commissioners  of  Woods,  Forests,  Land  Re- 
venues, Works,  and  BtUldings  of  the  time 
being,  may  in  such  manner  as  by  law  is 
provided  with  regard  to  the  hereditary  reve- 

Mr,  Barthy 


nues  of  the  Crown  (not  boiag  Royal  Parks, 
lease  any  part  of  the  said  Re  yal  Park,  &c." 

That  raises  a  very  material  point.  I 
cannot  myself  perceive  on  what  ground 
a  Eoyal  Park  in  the  industrial  portion 
of  London  is  to  be  transferred  to  the 
rates,  and  I  should  like  some  assurance 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  (Mr.Plunket) 
that  this  is  a  subject  which  requires 
some  investigation  at  the  hands  of  the 
Committee,  and  that  the  Committee  will 
have  powers  to  deal  with  the  point.  I 
should  not  raise  the  question,  but  there 
is  a  very  strong,  and  I  think,  justifiably 
strong  feeling,  that  it  is  wrong  to  throw 
upon  the  ratepayers  the  cost  of  main- 
taining this  Eoyal  Park  in  a  crowded 
part  of  London,  while  three  Eoyal  Parks 
in  other  and  wealthier  parts  of  London 
are  chargeable  on  the  Imperial  Ex- 
cheouer 

Ma.  HENEAGE  (Great  Grimsby) :  I 
hope  that  we  shall  have  an  answer  to 
the  question  which  has  been  asked  by 
my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend.  There 
seems  to  bo  no  difficulty  with  regard  to 
the  second  reading.  What  we  want  to 
know  is  the  scope  of  the  reference  to  the 
Select  Committee.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  appears  to  acquiesce  ia 
the  proposal  of  the  Chairman  of  tho 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  (Sir  James 
M'Garel-Hogg) ;  but  if  I  construe  this 
Eeference  correctly,  it  means  that  all 
Petitions  are  to  be  heard  against  the 
Bill,  but  none  in  its  favour.  If  they 
may  be  heard  against  the  Bill,  I  sup- 
pose they  may  be  heard  against  any 
part  of  it  or  against  the  principle.  Does 
the  Government  accept  the  Amendment 
on  the  Paper  ? 

The  SECEETAEY  to  thb  TEBA.- 
SUEY  (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.) :  Tlie 
right  hon.  Gentleman  must  know  th&t 
when  a  Bill  is  referred  to  a  Select  Coxxx- 
mittee  of  this  kind  it  is  referred  withou.t 
restriction.  The  Select  Committee 
no  doubt,  have  the  power,  if  it  chooi 
to  exercise  it,  to  recommend  the  Hoixb^ 
to  pass  the  Bill,  or  reject  it,  or  to  alter^ 
or  amend  it.  But,  of  course,  the  wIxoIq 
matter  will  be  in  the  discretion  of  tJie 
House.  Four  Members  of  the  Select 
Committee  will  be  nominated  by  'tliQ 
House  and  three  by  the  Committeo  of 
Selection.  There  are  thus  to  be 
Members  in  all.  The  House,  theref  ^ 
in  the  first  place,  has  a  control  ovecp 
appointment  of  the  Committee,  aa^ 
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take  care  that  it  fairly  represents  the 
general  opinion  of  the  Houso.  The  opi- 
nion of  the  Oovemment  is  that  as  the 
House  has  accepted  the  second  reading 
it  has  approved  of  the  principle  of  the 
Bill;  but  I  may  further  remind  the 
House  that  if  the  Committee  were  to 
take  the  course  which  has  heen  sug- 
gested, and  which  would  be  most  un- 
usual, the  House  would  have  full  power 
to  deal  with  the  Bill  when  it  came  back 
from  the  Committee.    The  House  is  not 
goings  to  part  with  any  of  its  powers. 
It  has  affirmed  a  principle,  and  the  Go- 
remmeot  intend  to  stand  by  the  prin- 
dple.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  Motion  for 
the  second  reading  will  be  agreed  to. 
IfyhoQ.  and  gallant  Friend  spoke  about 
Victoria  Park  being  a  Royal  Park.  Well, 
it  is  not  a  Boyal  Park  in  the  sense  in 
which  the  other  Parks  which  are  known 
by  that  title  are  Boyal  Parks.     The 
0^dr  Boyal  Parks  are  parks  that  at 
certain  times  were  exchanged  for  Eoyal 
property.    Victoria  Park  is  not  in  that 
position,  and,  therefore,  I  do  not  thiok 
that  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  will 
consider  that  it   is  at  all  in  the  same 
category  as  the  other  Royal  Parks. 

Mb.  LAWSON  (St.  Pancras,  W.) :  I 

should  only  like  to  say  one  word   on 

hehalf  of  the  Metropolitan  Members  on 

ihk  side  of  the  House.  We  most  readily 

wsent  to  the  second  reading,  subject  to 

the(?onditioo8  of  reference  agreed  to  by 

the  Qovernment.     As  to  the  statement 

n»de  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 

^ptoQ  (Mr.  Labouchere),  that  in  a  sense 

the  ratepayers  of  London  are  receiving  a 

Resent  of  the  capital  expended  on  these 

Parks,  that  is  only  true  to  a  very  limited 

extent,  and  on  the  understanding  that 

we  had  actually  no  voice  in  the  spend- 

^  of  the  money.    We  did  not  have 

^n  the  sL'ght    and    indirect  control 

jhich  we  are  able  to  exercise  over  the 

Metropoliten  Board  of  Works. 

MK.ISAAOS  (Newington, Walworth): 
Will  Uie  hon.  G-entleman  the  Secretary 
^  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  kindly 
•«y  whether  the  Committee  will  have 
power  to  enlarge  the  number  of  proper- 
toee  mentioned  in  the  Bill,  or  to  omit  any 
™n  the  liafc? 

^  JACKSON:  As  I  understand 
^  matter,  the  Comniittee  will  have  no 
P^er  to  introduce  into  the  Bill  any 
^^  properties  than  those  now  men- 
2*®^,  Ml  ht  except  on  a  special  Instruo- 
*"«  given  by  the  Houee. 

▼Olb  OOQXV-     CrrnxD  series,] 


Mr.  KIMBER  :  Under  those  circum- 
stances, Mr.  Speaker,  I  should  like  to 
ask  for  your  direction  as  to  whether, 
assuming  that  the  ratepayers  of  Wands- 
worth wish  to  place  their  case  before 
the  Committee  on  the  Bill,  their  locus 
standi  could  be  objected  to  ?  I  under- 
stand the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  to  intimate  that  he  does 
not  know,  and  I  should  like  to  hear 
from  the  Chairman  of  Committees  (Mr. 
Courtney)  whether  a  Petition  from  them 
to  the  Select  Committee  would  hold 
good  ?  I  only  wish  my  constituents  to 
be  heard.  I  assent  to  the  principle  of 
the  Bill,  which,  I  admit,  is  reasonable ; 
but  I  say  that  we  in  Wandsworth  have 
an  equitable  claim. 

Mr.  speaker  :  In  reply  to  the  hon. 
Member's  question,  I  can  only  say  that 
the  Committee  will,  of  course,  decide  its 
own  locus  standi, 

Mr.  KIMBER :  Then  do  I  understand 
that  to  make  it  dear  I  ought  to  move  a 
special  Instruction  to  the  Committee  ? 

Mr.  speaker  :  It  would  be  most 
unusual  to  fetter  the  Committee  with  an 
Instruction  in  the  sense  which  the  hon. 
Member  refers  to.  It  would  be  utterly 
without  example. 

Mr.  KIMBER :  I  am  afraid  I  have 
not  made  myself  understood.  I  wish  in 
no  case  to  object  to  the  Preamble  of  the 
Bill.  I  only  desire  to  get  a  hearing. 
I  do  not  wish  to  fetter  the  Committee. 

MR.COURTNEY(Comwall,  Bodmin): 
I  would  advise  the  hon.  Member  not  to 
persevere  with  his  intention.  This  is  a 
Bill  to  settle  relations  between  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  Metropolis.  The 
question  the  hon.  Gentleman  wishes  to 
raise  is  really  foreign  to  this  Bill  alto- 
gether. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
to  a  Select  Committee  of  Seven  Mem- 
bers, Four  to  be  nominated  by  the 
House  and  Three  by  the  Committee  of 
Selection. 

Ordered,  That  all  Petitions  against  the  Bill, 
presented  two  clear  days  before  the  meeting  of 
the  Committee,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
that  the  Petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by 
themselves,  their  Counsel,  or  Agents,  be  heard 
against  the  Bill,  and  Counsel  heard  in  support 
of  the  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to 
send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 

Orderedf  That  Three  be  the  quorum, 
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FIBST  OFFENDERS  (rs-eommitUd) 
BILL.— [Bill  189J 

(J/r.  Howard  Vincent^  Lord  Randolph  Spencer 
OhurehUlf  Sir  Henri/  Selwin-Ibbetton^  Mr. 
BoarSf  Mr,  Addiaon,  Mr,  Haatingt^  Mr. 
Lawton^  Mr,  Molloy.) 

OOMMITTEE.    [^ProgreBB  \^th  May.'] 

Bill  eonsid&red  in  Oommittee. 
(In  the  Oommittee.) 

Olause  1  (Power  to  court  to  release 
upon  probation  of  good  conduct  instead 
01  sentencing  to  imprisonment)  agreed  to. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Howakd  Vincent 
(Sheffield,  Central),  the  following  Clauses 
were  inserted  after  Clause  1 :  — 

(Provision  in  case  of  offender  failing  to  observe 
conditions  of  bis  recognizances.) 

"  (1 .)  If  a  court,  baving  power  to  deal  witb  tbe 
offender  in  respect  of  bis  original  offence,  or 
any  court  of  summary  jurisdiction  is  satisfied 
by  information  on  oatb  tbat  tbe  offender  bas 
failed  to  observe  any  of  tbe  conditions  of  bis 
recognizance,  it  may  issue  a  warrant  for  bis 
apprebension. 

"  (2.)  An  offender,  wben  apprebended  on  any 
snob  warrant,  sball,  if  not  brougbt  fortbwitb 
before  tbe  court  baving  power  to  sentence  bim,  be 
brougbt  before  a  court  of  summary  jurisdiction, 
and  tbat  court  may  eitber  remand  bim  by  war- 
rant until  tbe  time  at  wbicb  be  was  required 
by  bis  recognizance  to  appear  for  judgment,  or 
until  tbe  sitting  of  a  court  baving  power  to 
deal  wiUi  bis  original  offence,  or  may  admit 
bim  to  bail  witb  a  sufficient  surety  conditioned 
on  bis  appearing  for  judgment. 

''  (3.)  Tbe  offender  wben  so  remanded  may  be 
committed  to  a  prison,  eitber  for  tbe  county  or 
place  in  or  for  wbicb  tbe  court  remanding  bim 
acts  or  for  tiie  county  or  place  wbere  be  is 
bound  to  appear  for  judgment,  and  tbe  warrant 
of  remand  sball  order  tibe  ^^ler  to  bring  bim 
before  tbe  court  before  wbicb  be  was  bound  to 
appear  for  judgment,  or  to  answer  as  to  bis 
conduct  since  bis  release. 

(Conditions  as  to  abode  of  tbe  offender.) 

«Tbe  court,  before  directing  tbe  release  of 
an  offender  under  tbis  Act,  sball  be  satisfied 
tbat  tbe  offender  or  bis  surety  bas  a  fixed  place 
of  abode  or  regular  occupation  in  tbe  county  or 
place  for  wbic£  tbe  court  acts,  or  in  wbicb  tbe 
offender  is  likely  to  live  during  tbe  period 
named  for  tbe  observance  of  tbe  conditions.*' 

(Power  to  vary  conditions.) 

<*Tbe  court  baving  power  to  sentence  an 
offender  released  under  tbis  AiCt  may,  on  bis 
application  at  any  time  during  tbe  period  of 
probation,  vary  tbe  conditions  of  bis  release  by 
substituting  anotber  autbority  for  tbe  autbority 
first  named  or  otberwise,  as  tbe  case  may 
require." 

Mb.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.):  I  beg 
to  more  the  following  new  dauso  :-^ 


(Act  not  to  apply  to  Ireland.) 
*'  Tbis  Act  sball  not  apply  to  Ireland.*' 
New  Clause  brought  up  {Mr.  Chanee)^ 

and  read  the  first  time. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

<*That  the  Clause  be  read  a  secoad 

time.'* 
Mb.  HOWARD  VINCENT  :  I  shall 

not  oppose  the  hon.  Member's  proposal, 

although  I  regret  it. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mb.  chance  :  I  beg  to  propose  the 

adoption  of  the  new  clause  oi  which 

Notice  has  been  given  by  my  hon.  Friend 

the  Member  for  North  Longford  (Mr. 

T.  M.  Healy),  as  follows  : — 

(Duration  of  Act.) 

**  Tbis  Act  sball  remain  in  force  until  tbe 
tbirty-first  day  of  December  one  tbousand 
eigbt  bundred  and  eigbty-eigbt,  and  no  longer." 

We  look  upon  this  Bill  as  a  very  curious 
innovation.  Its  principle  is  not  very 
clear,  and  I  am  afraid  that  some  of  its 
provisions  will  be  found  to  be  distinctly 
dangerous.  But,  of  course,  as  it  has 
been  decided  that  the  measure  shall  not 
apply  to  Ireland,  I  will  not  press  this 
olause  if  it  is  the  general  sense  of  the 
Committee  that  it  ought  to  be  a  perma- 
nent Act,  although  I  myself  do  not  think 
that  it  ought  to  be  permanent. 

New  Clause — 

(Duration  of  Act.) 

'*Tbifl  Act  sball  remain  in  force  until  ibe 
tbirty-first  day  of  December  one  tbousand  eigbt 
bundred  and  eigbty-eigbt,  and  no  longer,"— 
(Mr.  Chance f) 

— brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'^That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mb.  HOWARD  VINCENT :  I  hopo 
the  hon.  Member  will  not  press  this 
Amendment.  To  limit  the  duration  of 
the  Bill  in  this  manner  would  be  alto- 
gether to  divest  the  measure  of  ita 
utility.  The  Bill  has  been  very  carefully 
considered.  It  was  before  the  last 
Parliament ;  it  has  been  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Home  Secretary  (Mr. 
Matthews) ;  and  it  has  been  drafted  by 
the  Government  draftsman.  I  tmat  the 
hon.  Member  will  withdraw  his  pro* 
posal. 

Mb.  molloy  (King's  Co.,  Birr)  :  As 
one  of  those  whose  names  appear  on  the 
back  of  the  Bill,  I  also  hope  that  th^ 
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proposed  new  clause  will  nofc  be  added 
to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  F.  8.  POWELL  (Wigan) :  I  hope 
that  this  Amendment  will  not  be  agreed 
to.  I  am  not  myself  aware  of  any  Bill 
whioh  has  only  had  an  operation  of  one 
year.  To  insert  the  clause  would  be  to 
create  an  entirely  new  precedent.  This 
is  a  Bill  which  can  only  be  tested  by 
experience  and  practice,  and  it  is  quite 
impossible  to  test  anything  thoroughly 
by  experience  and  practice  in  the  course 
of  12  months. 

Mr.  chance  :  As  the  opinion  of  the 
English  Members  seems  to  be  against 
the  Amendment  I  will  not  press  it.  It 
seems  to  me,  however,  that  it  will  be  a 
curious  matter  if  any  first  offender  is 
subjected  to  a  longer  period  of  probation 
than  one  year.  At  the  same  time,  after 
the  intimation  that  has  been  given  to  me 
of  the  feeling  of  the  Committee  I  must 
ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  clause. 

Motion,  by  leave,  mthdrawn. 

Preamble  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported;  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered upon  Monday  next. 

MUNICIPAL    COKPORATIONS  ACTS 

(IRELAND)  AMENDMENT  (No.  2) 

BILL.-[BiLL  176.] 

{Sir  Jamm  Corrif^  Mr,  Ewart,  Mr,  Johnston,) 

cx>MKiTTEB.     [^ProgresB  19M  May.'\ 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  (Short  title). 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  lines 
5  and  6,  leave  out  **  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions (Ireland)  Act  Amendment,"  and 
insert  *'  Municipal  Corporation  of 
Belfast." — {Sir  James  Corry,) 

Question  proposed,  '^  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  After 
what  happened  to-day  it  would  be  of  no 
use  to  oppose  the  Amendment.  After 
the  declaration  made  on  behalf  of  the 
Government,  there  is  no  choice  between 
having  a  Bill  confined  to  Belfast  or  no 
Bin  at  all.  That  being  so,  I  do  not 
think  I  am  entitled,  as  a  Belfast  Member, 
to  do  anything  to  prejudice  this  reform. 
I  shall,  therefore,  not  oppose  the  Amend- 
meot. 

Qaestion  put,  and  negatived. 

Words  inserted, 

Olansei  as  amended,  agreed  to. 


Clause  2  (Commencement). 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  beg  to  move  that 
Clause  2  be  omitted.  I  am  greatly 
astonished  that  the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
James  Corry)  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  has  not  moved  the  Amendment  him- 
self. The  clause  provides  that  the  Bill 
shall  commence  to  take  effect  on  the  31st 
of  December,  1887.  Now,  after  the 
passing  of  the  last  Amendment  the  Bill 
has  become  special,  and  the  Bill  is 
urgent.  The  Bill  is  special  because  it 
now  applies  to  Belfast  alone.  The  Cor- 
poration of  Belfast  is  a  Corporation 
which  is  composed  of  one  class  with  one 
creed.  The  Bill  is  urgent  because  an- 
other measure  will  soon  pass  into  law 
whioh  will  place  on  the  town  a  very 
heavy  burden.  Supposing  this  Bill 
passes  into  law  this  Session,  and  this 
clause  remains  unaltered,  the  new  fran- 
chise will  not  come  into  play  until  next 
year.  It  will  not  be  until  November, 
1888,  that  the  ratepayers  under  the 
new  franchise  will  be  entitled  to  elect 
one-third  of  the  Council.  They  will  not 
be  able  to  elect  a  second  third  until  1889, 
and  it  will  not  be  until  1890  that  the 
whole  of  the  present  Members  may  have 
been  displaced.  I  appeal,  then,  to  the 
Committee  not  to  give  with  one  hand 
and  to  take  away  with  the  other.  In  an 
ordinary  measure  it  is  provided  that  the 
Act  shall  come  into  force  as  soon  as  it 
passes  into  law.  I  think  the  Committee 
will  see  that  this  clause  ought  to  come 
out,  and  that  the  Bill  ought  to  come  into 
force  in  the  present  year. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
Clause  2. — {Mr,  Sexton,) 

Question  proposed,  ^'That  the  Clause 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Sir  JAMES  COREY  (Armagh,  Mid) : 
The  object  of  this  clause  was  to  give 
time  for  the  registration,  which  will  be 
very  heavy,  and  to  bring  the  Bill  into 
operation  next  year.  I  have,  however, 
no  objection  whatever  to  the  measure 
coming  into  operation  as  soon  as  it  is 
passed. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  struck  out. 

Clause  3  (Amendment  of  Section  30  of 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act). 

On  the  Motion  of  Sir  Jambs  Corby, 
Amendments  made,  in  pa^e  1,  line  13,  by 
leaving  out ''  as  required, '  and  inserting 
<<  (hereinafter  called  the  principal  Act) 
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as  requires;"  page  1,  lines  16  and  17, 
by  leaving  out ''  several  boroughs  named 
in  Schedule  A  to  said  Act  annexed," 
and  inserting  *^  municipal  borough  of 
Belfast." 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  move  the  Amendment  which  stands 
in  my  name — In  page  1,  line  20,  to 
leave  out  *4a8t  day  of  August,"  and  in- 
sert **  twentieth  day  of  July."  The 
qualifying  date  in  respect  of  the  muni- 
cipal franchise  will,  under  this  Bill,  be 
the  last  day  of  August.  The  qualifying 
date  in  respect  of  the  Parliamentary 
franchise  is  the  20th  of  July.  I  suppose 
that  under  this  Bill  there  will  be  about 
25,000  voters ;  and  I  have  received  many 
letters  from  Belfast  respecting  the  trouble 
and  expense  which  will  be  entailed  by 
having  two  registrations  of  voters.  Un- 
less my  Amendment  is  agreed  to,  there 
will  have  to  be  two  attendances  before 
the  Hevising  Barrister — once  in  respect 
of  the  Parliamentary,  and  once  in  respect 
of  the  municipal  franchise.  I  am  acting 
in  obedience  to  representations  which 
have  been  made  to  me  ;  and  I  say  that 
for  the  two  qualifications  only  one  at- 
tendance ought  to  be  necessary. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
20,  to  leave  out  ''last  day  of  August," 
and  insert  "  twentieth  day  of  July." — 
{Mr,  Sexton,) 

Question  proposed,  *'That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 


Clause." 

Sib  JAMES  COEEY  (Armagh,  Mid) : 
This  is  an  Amendment  which  I  really 
cannot  accept.  The  Bill  was  drawn  on 
the  same  lines  as  the  English  Corpora- 
tions Act ;  and  the  3 1st  of  August  is  the 
date  there  given.  It  would  be  most  in- 
convenient that  the  revision  should  take 
place  on  the  day  mentioned  by  the  hon. 
Member,  because  the  Parliamentary 
franchise  and  the  municipal  franchise 
do  not  correspond  at  all.  It  would  be 
perfectly  impossible  for  the  two  revisions 
to  go  on  at  the  same  time.  We  have  a 
new  element  introduced  into  the  muni- 
cipal franchise  by  this  Bill,  because  it 
allows  women  to  vote.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  is  no  lodger  franchise,  and 
no  service  franchise,  in  regard  to  the 
municipal  elections.  It  would,  there- 
fore, be  most  inconvenient  for  the  two 
registrations  to  go  on  at  the  same  time. 
I,  therefore,  cannot  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. 


Mr.  CHANCE  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  May 
I  point  out  to  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton)  that 
he  has  hardly  put  forward  the  full 
strength  of  his  case,  because  the  hon. 
Baronet  who  is  in  charge  of  the  Bill  has 
introduced  into  the  section  a  technical 
expression,  which  is  only  to  be  found  in 
Parh'amentary  Franchise  Acts.  The 
effect  of  adopting  the  20th  of  July  as 
the  date  at  which  the  revision  should 
take  place  would  be  that  the  authorities 
who  make  up  the  list  of  municipal  voters 
would  have  all  the  advantage  of  being 
able  to  utilize  the  list  already  made  up 
for  the  Parliamentary  franchise.  It 
would  reduce  their  work  60  per  cent, 
and  no  practical  disadvantage  would  re- 
sult. On  the  other  hand,  the  very  greatest 
expense  and  trouble  will  be  caused  by 
adopting  a  provision  which  is  absolutely 
unknown  in  any  franchise.  The  matter 
is  merely  one  of  utility  and  advantage. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  The  remarks  made 
by  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Mid  Armagh  (Sir  James  Corry)  were 
entirely  irrelevant  He  says  that  some 
of  the  voters  under  the  municipal  fran- 
chise will  be  women.  I  really  do  not 
see  what  difference  that  makes.  The 
qualifications  of  Parliamentary  and 
municipal  voters  will  be  practically 
identical  in  Belfast,  and  one  inspection 
will  do  for  both.  The  two  Courts  would 
sit  at  the  same  time,  and  one  Inspector 
will  be  able  to  attend  both.  I  may  say- 
that  my  proposal  is  much  more  to  the 
advantage  of  the  hon.  Baronet's  friends 
than  it  is  to  our  advantage,  because  we 
shall  always  be  a  small  minority  in 
Belfast.  As  far  as  I  see  at  present  X 
must  press  the  Amendment. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  76  ; 
Noes  81  :  Majority  5.  —  (Div.  List, 
No.  167.) 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  (Provisions  of  Act  not  to 
affect  existing  burgess  roll)  agreed  to. 

Clause  5  (Eepeal  of  provisions  of 
Municipal  Corporations  (Ireland)  A.c%. 
as  to  election  of  aldermen). 

Mr.  SEXTON:  I  beg  to  move  tKe 
omission  of  this  clause.  The  hon.  Baro* 
net  will  confess  that,  while  this  might  >>e 
permissible  to  a  general  BUI,  it  has 

Elace  in  a  Bill  applicable  solely  to 
orou^h  of  Belfast.    This  clause 
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poses  to  remoye  the  election  of  alder- 
men from  the  burgesses  and  hand  it 
over  to  the  Council,  and  this  is  the  only 
borough  which  is  selected  for  the  change. 
I  am  aware  that  it  is  the  law  in  Eng- 
land ;  but  we  do  not  like  it,  and  do  not 
want  it.  The  effect  of  its  operation 
would  be  to  elect  aldermen  all  of  the 
same  class,  as  it  gives  the  election  of 
10  aldermen  every  year  into  the  hands 
o{  the  80  OounciUors.  I  hope  the  bon. 
Baronet  will  consent  to  withdraw  the 
clause. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
Clause  5. — (J/r.  Sexton,) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  Clause 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mr.  T.  W.  EUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
I  hope  the  hon.  Baronet  will  not  press 
t}u8  clause.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
a  disfranchising,  not  an  enfranchising 
<^U8e.  In  Dublin  and  other  boroughs 
the  burgesses  elect  the  aldermen,  and  I 
do  not  see  why  we  should  depart  from 
the  ordinary  rule. 

8iB  JAMES  COREY :  I  have  taken 
the  clause,  precisely  as  it  stands,  from 
the  English  Act,  as  I  think,  in  a  matter 
of  this  kind,  we  should  assimilate  the 
hw  of  the  two  countries.  I  must  insist 
upon  the  clause  being  retained. 

Mb.  CHANCE:  I  trust  the  clause  will 
not  be  retained,  for  it  is  introducing 
an  absolutely  new  principle  into   the 
monicipal  franchise  in  Ireland.    By  the 
Bill  you  are  proposing  to  give  an  exten- 
oon  of  the  municipal  franchise,  but  by 
this  clause  you  are  taking  it  away  ;  so 
that  you  are  giving  an  extension  of  the 
franchise  with  the  one  hand  and  taking 
it  away  with  the  other.     There  is  no 
fsason  whatever  why  this  Bill  should  be 
used  as  a  vehicle  to  import  a  new  dis- 
franchisement.   I  know  that  the  English 
law  has  it ;    but  it  is  a  distinct  disad- 
vantage as  <K>mpared  with  the  Irish  law. 
OnginaUy  this    Bill   was    intended  to 
fipply  to  the  whole  of  Ireland,  and  if  we 
import  into  this  the  English  law  it  will 
remit  in  this — that  when  afterwards  the 
Act  is  extended  to  the  whole  of  Ireland 
this  will  be  quoted  as  a  precedent  why 
ve  should  apply  it  to  the  whole  of  Ire- 
land.   This   is  no  Party  matter.    We 
desire  to  give  to  the  Orange  people  of 
Belfast  the   government  of  their  own 
town  as  fkr  as  municipal  franchise  is 
eoocemedy  and  we  will  be  no  party  to 


imposing  upon  these  people  a  new  and 
special  disability  never  yet  known  to  the 
law  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  EWAET  (Belfast,  N.):  As  a 
Bill  dealing  with  the  local  government 
of  Ireland  will  be  introduced  next  year, 
I  think  it  would  be  a  pity  to  impose,  in 
the  meantime,  a  charge  of  this  sort 
upon  one  borough. 

Mr.  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan):  I 
only  wish  to  make  one  remark  upon  this 
and  the  three  following  clauses.  I  have, 
in  connection  with  a  Committee  upstairs, 
recently  studied  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Act,  1882,  and  can  trace  but  small 
relationship  with  the  sections  of  that  Act 
and  these  clauses  proposed  to  be  intro- 
duced into  this  Bill.  I  think  these  are 
not  clauses  fit  to  be  introduced  into  an 
Act  of  Parliament.  They  are  skeleton 
clauses,  and  on  that  ground  alone,  if  on 
no  other,  I  should  object  to  them. 

Sir  JAMES  COEEY:  I  could  not 
accept  the  Motion  without  consulting  my 
friends;  and  I  beg  to  move,  Sir,  that 
you  do  report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Sir  James 
Corry.) 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  was  not  in  the  House,  unfortunately, 
when  this  Bill  went  into  Committee, 
otherwise  I  should  have  objected  ;  but  I 
now  give  the  hon.  Baronet  warning  that, 
having  this  lucky  chance  of  getting  his 
Bill,  if  he  reports  Progress  to-night  this 
is  the  last  opportunity  he  will  get. 

Mr.  chance  :  I  hope  the  Commit- 
tee  will  not  allow  the  Motion  to  succeed. 
A  large  number  of  Members  have  stayed 
here  at  great  inconvenience  to  do  justice 
even  to  a  small  portion  of  Ireland,  and 
I  trust  their  efforts  will  not  be  frus- 
trated 

Mr.  T.  W.  EUSSELL :  I  hope  the 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Armagh  will  not 
press  the  Motion.  Undoubtedly  the 
clause  ought  not  to  be  introduced  into  a 
Bill  of  this  kind. 

Sir  JAMES  COEEY :  I  beg  leave  to 
withdraw  the  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  struck  out. 

Clauses  6,  7,  and  8  struck  out. 

New  Clause  (Application  of  Act), 
**The  Act  shall  apply  only  to  the  bo- 
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rough  of  Belfast," — {Sir  James  Carry.) 
— Irotight  upj  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  Clause  he  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  In  consequence 
of  what  occurred  this  afternoon  I  am 
ohliged  to  take  a  Division  against  this 
clause,  restricting  the  application  of  the 
Act  to  the  horough  of  Belfast. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  I  am  compelled  to 
oppose  the  adoption  of  this  new  clause. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  114; 
Noes  20 :  Majority  94.  —  (Div.  List, 
No.  168.) 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  beg  to  move  the 
insertion  of  a  new  clause,  which  is 
really  consequential  upon  Clause  2.  By 
Clause  2  the  Bill  will  come  into  active 
operation  immediately ;  and,  therefore, 
the  new  franchise  could  be  applied  to 
the  Begister  for  the  present  year,  in- 
stead of  being  delayed  until  the  8th 
of  December,  after  the  elections  have 
been  closed.  The  proposal  I  lay  before 
the  Committee  is  this.  Having  increased 
the  number  of  burgesses  from  5,000  to 
25,000,  you  have  no  right  to  say  that 
the  20,000  shall  be  left  without  the 
exercise  of  the  voting  power  until 
November  of  next  year;  you  have  a 
right  to  'admit  them  immediately  to  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  and  more  espe- 
cially as  there  is  a  necessity  of  enter- 
ing into  contracts  with  respect  to  the 
main  drainage  scheme.  Unless  this 
clause  is  adopted  the  present  Corpora- 
tion, elected  by  a  small  body  of  persons, 
will,  in  the  meantime,  have  entered  into 
the  contracts.  I  quote  the  Dublin  Bill 
of  1849  as  a  precedent  for  the  course  I 
have  taken.  In  the  year  1849  the  muni- 
cipal franchise  was  extended  to  Dublin, 
and  the  House  of  Commons  of  that  day, 
taking  a  common-sense  view  of  the  mat- 
ter, allowed  the  ratepayers  the  exercise 
of  the  powers  immediately  the  Bill  was 
passed,  whereby  there  was  a  full  elec- 
tion. I  ask  that  that  precedent  shall 
be  now  followed. 

New  Clause — 

(First  Election  of  New  Council.) 
"  At  the  date  of  the  ordinary  annual  muni- 
cipal elections  for  the  borough  of  Belfast,  occur- 
ring next  after  the  paitfiing  of  this  Act,  every 
8^t  in  the  Municipal  Council  of  Belfast  shall 


become  vacant,  as  if  the  period  of  occupancy 
prescribed  by  Law  had  expired,  and  there  shall 
be  on  the  said  date  a  new  election  for  any  seat 
in  the  said  Council,"— {JTr.  Sexton f) 

— brought  up^  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
<*  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Snt  JAMES  COERY :  I  must  oppose 
the  introduction  of  this  clause  into  the 
Bill,  as  its  adoption,  in  my  opinion, 
would  be  likely  to  be  very  serious  in- 
deed. I  think  it  would  be  much  better 
that  a  number  of  the  members  of  the 
old  Corporation  should  remain  for  some 
time  as  members,  certainly  until  the 
drainage  scheme  is  properly  carried 
out.  I  think  it  would  be  most  unfortu- 
nate were  this  clause  to  be  adopted,  and 
I  must  strongly  oppose  it. 

Mb.  ILLINGWOETH  (Bradford, 
W.) :  I  think  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  are  the  strongest  condemnation 
of  the  contention  of  the  opponents  of 
the  proposal — namely,  that  if  the  elec- 
tors had  this  power  they  would  not  have 
confidence  in  the  old  Corporation.  Well, 
Sir,  if  it  be  that  the  Belfast  Corporation 
is  about  to  proceed  to  an  enormous  con- 
tract, saddling  the  town  of  Belfast  with 
£500,000,  I  am  quite  sure  the  proposal 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  is 
the  one  the  Committee  would  follow. 
It  would  be  contrary  to  all  precedent  that 
there  should  be  any  unnecessary  delay 
in  allowing  the  electorate  to  come  into 
the  exercise  of  their  new  powers  at  once. 

Mr.  DE  COBAIN  (Belfast,  E.) :  It 
appears  to  me  not  to  accept  this  proposal 
would  place  the  Corporation  of  Belfast 
in  a  very  awkward  position.  Two-thirds 
of  the  Corporation  would  thus  represent 
about  6,000  ratepapers,  and  theremain- 
ing  one-third  would  represent  a  very 
largely  increased  constituency  of,  say, 
40,000    ratepayers,   as  women    houses- 
holders  under  this  Bill  have  votes.    Hy 
the  hon.  Baronet's  contention  the  two« 
thirds,  representing  6,000  people,  woolcL 
have  double  the  voting  power  and  oon.-^ 
trol  of  those  who  represented  an  eleo- 
torate  of  40,000  voters  or  upwards.     I 
think  that  would  be  entirely  unpreoe* 
dented.  I  certainly  hope  the  hon.  Barono^ 
the  Member  for  Mid  Armagh  will  soe 
his  way  to  accept  this  clause.    It  seentx^ 
to  me  that  it  would  only  be  just  and  foi^ 
that  the  new  electorate  that  is  constitutod 
should  be  brought  into  play  at  once, 
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that  the  new  Corporation  may  represent 
the  opinion  of  the  entire  town. 

Mb.  EWART:  I  am  very  strongly 
opposed  indeed  to  this  clause,  as  I  think 
ia  have  an  election  next  November  for 
an  entire  new  Town  Council  would  lead 
to  a  deal  of  disturbance  and  confusion, 
and  that  in  the  present  state  of  Belfast 
it  would  be  bignly  undesirable.  If  this 
clause  is  adopted  I  think  very  many  of 
the  old  Corporation  would  seize  the  op- 
portunity of  retiring  from  the  duties, 
and  I  think  the  Council  would  be  very 
much  injured  in  consequence.  It  appears 
to  me  a  very  unwise  thing  to  do.  Politi- 
cally speaking,  it  would  not  make  any 
difference ;  but  it  would  create  a  great 
deal  of  inconvenience  locally. 

Mb.  CHANCE  :  It  will  be  in  the  re- 
collection  of  the  Committee  that  upon 
two  occasions  or  more  the  proceedings 
in  Committee  upon  the  Belfast  Main 
Drainage  Bill  have  been  postponed  ex- 
pressly on  account  that  no  money  should 
be  spent  upon  that  scheme  Until  the 
people  of  Belfast  had  an  effective  control 
ojQT  their  local  affairs.  After  these  de- 
cisions, the  Committee  of  the  House 
would  stultify  itself  if  it  decided  that 
while  the  Main  Drainage  Bill  is  passed, 
and  a  large  amount  of  money  spent  at 
once,  the  people  of  Belfast  shall  have 
no  control  over  their  affairs  for  two 
jears.  Either  this  clause  must  be  in- 
B^ted,  or  all  action  under  the  Drainage 
BiU  must  be  suspended  for  two  years, 
for  we  have  positively  decided  that  not  a 
penny  shall  be  spent  until  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  extended  franchise  have 
control. 

Mb.  p.  S.  POWELL :  There  is  one 
question  I  should  like  to  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast.  What  is  the 
^Sed  of  this  clause  ?  Is  it  intended  to 
ha?e  an  entirely  new  Council  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  annual  term,  and  is  it 
intended  that  part  of  the  new  Council 
diall  go  out  after  a  short  interval,  an- 
other after  a  longer  term,  and  the  third 
sfter  a  still  longer  interval,  or,  again, 
that  all  the  members  always  go  out  at 
the  time? 

Ma.  OfiL^NCE :  The  original  Munici- 
pal Act  is  adhered  to  with  the  new  fran- 
eluBe.  The  machinery  of  the  old  Act 
viU  be  applied ;  the  retirement  of  the 
Ooancil  will  be  as  before — simply  the 
extension  of  the  franchise  will  apply  at 


Motion  agreed  to. 


Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  chance  :  As  a  consequence  of 
the  adoption  of  this  Amendment,  we 
have  to  provide  for  a  person  to  preside 
at  these  elections.  The  old  Act  provides 
that  an  alderman  or  councillor  shall 
preside ;  but,  every  seat  being  declared 
vacant,  there  would  be  no  person  quali- 
fied to  preside.  I  will  therefore  move 
that  the  person  who,  under  the  present 
law,  would  fill  the  post,  shall  do  so  under 
the  altered  circumstances. 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  add  to  the  new  Clause — "  Provided  always 
that  the  person  who  by  law  would  be  bound  to 
preside  at  the  next  election  if  this  Act  were  not 
passed  shall  nevertheless  preside  at  such  elec- 
tion."— (Jfr.  Chanet,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Thb  chairman  :  The  next  clause 
standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Belfast — in  reference  to  the 
suspension  of  the  main  drainage  scheme — 
cannot,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  be 
moved  in  Committee. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  beg  to  say  that  I 
shall  move  it  on  the  consideration  of 
Eeport. 

Bill  reported. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Bill  be  taken  into  Considera- 
tion, as  amended,  on  Monday  6th  June." 
— {Sir  James  Carry.) 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  would  ask  the  hon. 
Baronet  to  fix  that  stage  for  Monday 
next.  The  Main  Drainage  Bill,  as  he  is 
aware,  is  hung  up  until  June  20,  to 
allow  this  Bill  to  pass ;  and  with  the 
Whitsuntide  holidays  intervening,  there 
is  not  much  time  to  allow  of  the  Bill 
being  sent  up  to  **  another  place."  I 
must  move  that  the  Beport  be  taken  on 
Monday  next. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
words  **6th  June,"  and  add  the  word 
**next."— (Jfr.  Sexton.) 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  the  words 
'  6th  June  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Sir  JAMES  COERY:  June  6  will 
be  more  convenient.  I  have  made 
arrangements  that  will  not  allow  me 
to  be  in  my  place  on  Monday. 

Me.  CHANCE:  We  will  move  it 
then. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  I  must  move  for 
Monday  next ;  the  question  is  urgent. 

Sir  JAMES  COREY :  I  think  I  can 
undertake  to  say  the  Bill  will  not  be  de- 
layed in  the  House  of  Lords. 


815         Deeds  of  Artdngmeni        {0OMMONS|  ttegistration  BM.  816 


Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  <*That  the  word  'next'  be 
there  added/'  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  taken  into 
Consideration  upon  Monday  next. 

DEEDS  OF  ARRANGEMENT  REGISTRA- 
TION BILL.— [Bill  231.] 
{Sir  Albert  Rollit^  Sir  Bernhard  Samuehotit  Mr. 

Howard    Vincent,   Sir   John    Lubbock,     Mr, 

Coddington,  Mr,  Zawson.) 

COMMITTEE.     \^Progrese  IZih  May,'] 

Bill  comidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  ]  (Short  title)  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  (Extent  of  Act). 

Mb.  MAUEICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  So 
far  as  I  can  judge  this  is  an  admirable 
Bill ;  but  I  cannot  see  why  its  promoters 
should  wish  to  restrict  its  application  to 
England.  I  see  no  reason  whatever 
why  it  should  not  apply  to  Ireland,  and, 
therefore,  I  beg  to  move  the  omission 
of  the  words  **  or  Ireland." 

Amendment  proposed,  line  11,  to 
leave  out  the  words  **or  Ireland." — {Mr, 
Maurice  Bealy,) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Sir  albert  EOLLIT  (Islington, 
S.) :  I  welcome  that  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  3  (Commencement  of  Act) 
agreed  to. 

Clause  4  etruch  out. 

Clause  6  (Avoidance  of  unregistered 
deeds  of  arrangement). 

Mr.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  In 
line  21  I  move  the  second  of  my  Amend- 
ments, to  omit  the  word  **  immediately." 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  no  Amendment  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  chance  :  But  I  move  it,  Sir. 
It  is  an  Amendment  I  understand  the 
promoters  agree  to,  substituting  the 
**  words  within  a  week  after  the  execu- 
tion thereof"  for  the  word  **  imme- 
diately." 

Amendment  proposed,  to  omit  the 
word  *•  immediately,"  and  insert  the 
words  **  within  one  week."  —  {Mr, 
Chance,) 


Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  6  (Mode  of  registration). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Solicitor 
General  (Sir  Edward  Clarke),  Amend- 
ment made,  in  page  2,  line  29,  after 
"  affidavit,"  by  leaving  out  "of  "  and  in- 
serting **  verifying." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  7  (Form  of  register)  agreed  to. 

Clause  8  (The  registrar,  and  the  office 
for  registration). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Solicitor 
General,  Amendment  made,  in  page  3, 
line  6,  by  leaving  out  '/  attached  to  the 
Queen's  Bench  Division  of  the  High 
Court  of  Justice." 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  CHAKCfE,  Amend- 
ment made,  in  line  7,  after  ''shall  "  by 
inserting  '*  and  the  Eegistrar  of  Bills  of 
Sale  in  Ireland  shall." 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  line  11,  after  the  words  '*  in  England 
shall,"  insert  **  and  the  Bill  of  Sale  officer  in 
the  Queen's  Bench  Division  of  the  High  Court 
of  Justice  in  Ireland  shall." — (Mr,  Chanc*,) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The    SOLICITOE  GENEEAL  (Sir 
Edward  Clarke)  (Plymouth) :    Before 
this  Amendment  is  adopted  and  further 
progress  made,  I  should  like  to  have 
it  clearly  stated  whether  these  Amend- 
ments have  been  agreed  to  by  the  At- 
torneys General  for  England  and  Ire- 
land.    So  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  such. 
agreement  hsis  been  come  to.    I  am  not 
in    a    position    to    say  how  far  these 
Amendments   are    consequential    upon 
the  extension  of  the  Bill  to  Ireland  ;   bat 
if  they  have  been  agreed  upon  I  make 
no  further  objection.    But,  at  the  same 
time,  I  think  that  opportunity  should  be 
given  that  their  full  effect  may  be  con* 
sidered. 

Sir  ALBEET  EOLLIT:  The  prin* 
ciple  of  applying  the  Bill  to  Ireland  ^raa 
distinctly  agreed  upon  ;  but  upon  these 
Amendments,  which  we  feel  were  oonse- 

quential  upon  the  general  agreement 

these  particular  words — I  cannot  aay 
there  was  an  agreement.  Bat  ample 
time  will  be  allowed  for  their  considerit* 
tion  before  Eeport. 

Mr.  chance  :  They  are  consequent 
tial  Amendments,  and  can  be  dealt  ^ritlx 
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on  Eeport.    I  trust  there  may  be  no 
factious  oppoBition  at  this  stage. 

Sir  EDWARD  CLARKE:  It  is  a 
serious  matter  to  go  on  inserting  Amend- 
ments which  haye  not  been  considered 
and  agreed  upon  by  anyone  responsible 
on  tMs  Bench  for  the  conduct  of  such 
Business  as  this.  We  have  introduced 
Amendments  to  this  section — for  instance, 
the  authority  is  mentioned  for  registering 
in  Ireland ;  it  may  be  the  proper  autho- 
rity, but  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  discuss 
the  question  now,  nor,  so  far  as  I  know, 
is  any  Member  of  the  Government  pre- 
sent in  a  position  to  make  himself  ac- 
quainted with  the  effect  of  the  alterations 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Islington  (Sir  Albert  RoUit).  We  have 
got  to  a  stage,  I  think,  when  we  might 
report  Progress,  and  it  would  be  very 
much  better  to  put  these  Amendments 
on  the  Paper,  that  they  may  be  con- 
sidered before  we  go  on  further  with  the 
clauses. 

Mr.  change  :  Of  course,  I  am  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee  ;  but  these  are 
purely  consequential  Amendments,  and 
reasonable  objection  cannot  be  taken  to 
Uiem.  But,  if  necessary,  I  am  willing  to 
reserve  my  Amendments  for  Report.  I 
did  not  think  there  would  be  the  slightest 
objection,  and  I  consulted  with  the  hon. 
Member  who  brought  in  the  Bill,  and 
who  knows  the  subject  thoroughly.  I 
do  not  wish  to  prevent  Progress  being 
Qiade  with  the  Bill,  and  if  I  am  pressed 
—unreasonably  pressed — ^I  must  yield, 
and  insert  the  Amendments  on  Report. 

SiE  ALBERT  ROLLIT :  I  hope  there 
will  be  no  unreasonable  objection  to  our 
going  on.  I  have  satisfied  myself  of  the 
propriety  of  the  Amendments  as  con- 
sequent upon  the  extension  of  the  Bill  to 
Ireland ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  will 
be  approved  by  the  Attorney  General, 
who  has  given  me  material  assistance  in 
shaping  the  measure.  I  hope  the  Solici- 
tor General  will  see  his  way  to  allowing 
w  to  proceed. 

Thb  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
BURY  (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.) :  I 
do  not  think  there  is  any  desire  on 
the  part  of  anybody  to  raise  factious 
opposition  to  the  Bill ;  but  I  am  sure  the 
hon.  Member  will  agree  that,  inasmuch 
as  the  matter  is  one  particularly  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Attorney  General, 
who  has  not  seen  the  Amendments,  and 
Att  we  hawe  no  knowledge— certainly  I 
have  no  knowledge — of  the  effe'^t  of  the 


alterations,  and  that  the  ultimate  pro- 
gress of  the  Bill  will  not  be  retarded,  it 
will  be  better  to  report  Progress  now, 
and  the  Attorney  General  will  have 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  Amend- 
ments before  they  are  inserted. 

Mb.  chance  :  I  presume,  if  Amend- 
ments of  any  considerable  nature  were 
made  on  Report,  the  third  reading  could 
not  be  taken  on  the  same  evening,  and, 
therefore,  there  can  be  no  object  in 
finishing  the  Committee  to-night.  At 
the  same  time,  I  would  say  that,  having 
settled  that  Ireland  is  to  be  included,  we 
should  stultify  ourselves  and  make  ab- 
solute nonsense  of  the  section  if  we 
introduced  provisions  that  could  not 
apply  to  Ireland.  I  agree  to  reporting 
Progress  now  it  will  not  make  any  resd 
difference. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  upon  Monday  next. 

MOTIONS. 


LOCAL  GOVEBNMEXT   PROVISIONAL  ORDERS 

(no.  4)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Long,  Bill  to  confirm  cer- 
tain Provisional  Orders  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  relating  to  the  Local  Government 
District  of  Buxton,  the  Borough  of  Halifax,  and 
the  Local  Government  Districts  of  Otley,  South- 
wick,  and  Sowerby  Bridge,  or^^r^^  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Long  and  Mr.  Ritchie. 

^iHXpretenUdi  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  269.] 

CONVEYANCING     (SCOTLAND)   ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

On  Motion  of  The  Lord  Advocate,  Bill  to 
amend  "The  Conveyancing  (Scotland)  Act, 
1874,"  and  '*  The  Conveyancing  (Scotland)  Act 
(1874)  Amendment  Act,  1879,**  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  The  Lord  Advocate  and  Mr. 
Solicitor  General  for  Scotland. 

^iMpretentedy  and  read  the  firi*t  time.  [Bill  270.] 

butter   substitutes  bill  (select  com- 

mitteb). 

Ordered^  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  Butter  Substitutes 
Bill,  that  they  have  power  to  consolidate  the 
Butter  Substitutes  Bill  and  the  Oleomargarine 
(Fraudulent  Sale)  Bill  into  one  Bill.— (il/r. 
Sclater' Booth.) 

FORESTRY. 

Select  Committee  on  Forestry  nominated  of, — 
Mr.  C.  Acland,  Mr.  Biddulph,  Mr.  Craig  Sellar, 
Mr.  Evelyn,  Dr.  Farquharson,  Mr.  Farquharson, 
Mr.  Munro  Ferguson,  Mr.  Fuller  Maitland,  Mr. 
Gilhooly,  Mr.  Egerton  Hubbard,  Colonel  King- 
Harman,  Sir    Edmund    Lechmere,    Sir    John 
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Lubbock,  Colonel  Nolan,  Mr.  Rankin,  Mr. 
Mark  Stewart,  and  Sir  Richard  Temple. — {Sir 
Edmund  Leehmere.) 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five 

minutes  after  Two  o'clock 

till  Monday  next. 


HOUSE    OF     LORDS, 
Saturday,  2Ut  May,  1887. 


MINUTES.]— Public  Bills— -Ftr#<  Reading^ 
Second  Reading — Committee  negatived — Third 
Reading  —  Duke  of  Ck)nnaught'8  Leave  •  ; 
East  India  Stock  Conversion.* 

Provisional  Order  Bill  —  First  Reading  — 
Commons  Regulation  (Laindon)*  (107). 

BUSINESS  OP  THE  HOUSE. 

Standing  Order  No.  XXXV.  considered, 
and  dispensed  with  for  the  remainder  of 
this  day's  sitting. 

DUKE  OF  CONNAUGHT's  LEAVE  BILL. 
BAST  INDIA.   STOCK  CONVERSION  BILL. 

Read  1» :  Then  Standing  Order  No.  XXXV. 
having  been  dispensed  with  for  the  remainder 
of  this  day*s  sitting,  moved  that  the  Bills  be  now 
read  2*  ;  agreed  to  ;  Bills  read  2»  accordingly  : 
Committee  negatived  ;  Bills  read  3%  and  passed. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  Four 

o'clock,  to  Monday  next,  a  quarter 

before  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OP    COMMONS, 
Sunday,  22nd  May,  1887. 


This  being  the  day  on  which  the 
House  had  Eesolyed,  in  Celebration  of 
the  Fiftieth  Year  of  Her  Majesty's 
Beign,  to  attend  Divine  Service  at  the 
Church  of  St.  Margaret,  Westminster, 
Mr.  Speaker  and  the  Members  as- 
sembled in  the  House,  and  proceeded 
thence  to  the  Church,  when  a  Sermon 
was  preached  before  the  House  by  the 
Lord  Bishop  of  Bipon. 


HOUSE    OF    LOEDS, 
Monday,  2^d  May,  1887. 


MINUTES.J—Sat  First  in  Parliament— The 
Lord  Kinnaird,  after  the  death  of  his  father. 

FcBUc  Bills— /Vr«<  i^eoif m^— Allotments  for 
Cottagers  ♦  (109). 


Committee  —  Tithe  Rent  -  Charge  (54-110)  ; 
Pluralities  Act  Amendment  Act  (1885) 
Amendment  *  (96),  discharged. 

Committee— Report ''B.jde  Park  Comer  (New 
Streets)  (79). 

Third  Reading-^  Oroften  Holdmgs  (Scotland)* 
(90J ;  County  Courts  Consolidation  •  (78), 
ana  passed. 

Royal  ^«9^^— Supreme  Court  of  Judicature 
(Ireland)  [50  Vict.  o.  6] ;  Incumbents  of 
Benefices  Loans  Extension  Act  (1886)  Amend- 
ment [50  Vict.  c.  8] ;  Customs  Consolidation 
Acts  (1876)  Amendment  [60  Viet.  c.  7]; 
Police  Force  Enfranchisement  [50  Viet. 
c.  9] ;  Duke  of  Connaught*s  Leave  [50  Viet. 
c.  loi ;  East  India  Stock  Conveision  [50  Viet. 
c.  11  J. 

Provisional  Order  Bills — First  Reading  — 
Commons  Regulation  (Ewer)  *  (108). 

Third  Reading  —  Local  Government  (High- 
ways)* (87)  ;  Local  Government  (Poor 
Law)  •  (88) ;  Local  Government  (Poor  Law) 
(No.  2)  *  (89),  9xid  passed. 

Royal  Assent — Metropolitan  Police  Provisional 
Order  [50  Viet.  c.  xxxi.]  ;  Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Orders  [50  Vict.  c.  xlix.].    * 


EGYPT— THE  RUMOURED  ANGLO- 
TURKISH  CONVENTION. 

QUESTION. 

Thb  Earl  of  ROSEBEEY  said,  he 
wished  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  a  Ques- 
tion of  which  he  had  given  private  Notice 
— namely,  Whether  he  can  give  the 
House  any  information  respecting  the 
Convention  as  to  Egypt,  said  to  have 
heen  signed  between  England  and  the 
Porte  ? 

The  PEIME  MINISTER   and    SE- 
ORETAEY  OF  STATE  for  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury): 
I  am  afraid  I  am  not  able  to  give   as 
much  information  as  I  could  wish.    Late 
last  night,  certainly,  an  agreement  was 
come  to  which  disposed  of  a  good  deal 
of  the  difference  between  the  Porte  and 
ourselves.    How  far  the  ag^ement  irent 
I  am  unable  to  say,  as  the  telegrams  are 
somewhat  confusing ;  and  I  am  afraid 
that  if  I  went  into  details  I  might  pos- 
sibly give  an  inaccurate  impression.   The 
negotiations,  however,  are  going  on  very 
favourably,  and  I  hope  that  when   Par* 
liament  meets  after  the  holidays  I  shall 
be  able  to  lay  further  information  before 
your  Lordships. 

UYDE  PARK  CORNER  (NEW  STREETS) 
BILL.— (No.  79.) 
[The  Lord  Henniker.) 

COMMITTEE. 

House  in  Committee  (accordins^    tA 
Order}.  ^ 
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LoBD  HENNIKER,  who  had  given 
Notice  to  move  to  disagree  to  the  Amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Select  Committee 
on  the  Bill,  said,  it  was  always  a  rather 
strong  measure  to  attack  the  decision  of 
a  Committee  of  the  House,  particularly 
such  a  Committee  as  sat  on  this  Bill. 
The  Office  of  Works  felt  very  strongly 
that  it  was  most  important  to  pass  this 
Bill  this  Session,  and  he  wished  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  he  in  no  way 
wished  to  say  anything  against  the  deci' 
sion  of  the  Committee,  who,  no  doubt, 
had  decided  as  they  thought  right  from 
tbe  evidence  placed  before  them.     He, 
however,  made  an  appeal  to  the  House 
and  to  the  Members  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee to  alloir  the  Bill  to  pass  on  the 
ground  of  expediency.    The  Bill  was  in- 
trodaoed  in  1883,  1884,  and  1885.     He 
merely  mentioned  this  to  show  how  long 
the  question  had  been    pending,  how 
much  difficulty  there  had  been  in  dealing 
with  it,  and  that  it  seemed  to  be  quite 
&ne  that   some  conclusion  should    be 
come  to  on  what  was,  after  all,  a  small 
matter.     It  was  only  necessary  for  him 
to  say  what  had  happened  last  Session 
and  this  Session.      In  1886  the  Bill  was 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons, 
hot  was  altered  in  Committee,  so  that 
the  cost  of  maintaining  the  roads  was 
thrown  on  the  parish  of  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square,  and  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works  in  equal  parts.    When 
the  Bill  came  to  the  House  of  Lords  the 
Committee  of  this  House  rejected  this 
proposal.    The  Bill  was  accordingly  lost. 
This  Session  it  was  again  introduced  into 
the  House  of  Commons  in  exactly  the 
same  form  in  which  it  left  it  last  Session, 
and  the  Committee  to  which  it  was  re- 
ferred reversed  the  decision  of  last  year, 
and  made  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square, 
pay  two-thirds  of  the  cost  and  St.  Martin- 
in-the-Fields  one- third.    When  it  came 
to  the  House  of  Lords  they  reversed  last 
year's  decision  and  altered  the  Bill,  so 
^t  St.  G^eorge's  was  to  pay  three- sixths, 
St  Martin's  one-sixth,  and  the  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Works  two-sixths  of 
the  expense.    Their  Lordships  would  see 
that  the  decisions  in  each  House  of  last 
jear  were  exactly  reversed  this  Session. 
This  again  showed  the  great  difficulty 
there  had  been  in  coming  to  a  conclusion, 
aod  the  almost  impossibility  of  comiog 
to  a  more  satisfactory  settlement.     St. 
Oeoige's  had  always  been  ready  to  pay 
half  the  cost ;  it  was  much  more  an  im- 
prorement  for  the  advantage  of  that 


parish  than  it  could  possibly  be  to  St. 
Martin's,  and  the  extra  cost  thrown  on 
St.  George's  was  so  small  that  he  hoped 
that  parish  would  be  ready  to  pay  what 
was  asked  of  them,  rather  than  allow  the 
question  to  be  hung  up  indefinitely. 
Taking  a  disinterested  view  of  the  ques- 
tion, it  did  not  seem  fair  that  a  new  pre- 
cedent should  be  created  for  the  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Works,  or  that  parishes 
like  Poplar  and  others  in  the  Metropoli- 
tan area  should  be  asked  to  maintain  an 
improvement  which  was  of  no  benefit  to 
them.  There  was  no  parallel  precedent 
that  he  knew  of  in  the  history  of  the 
Board  of  Works,  except  that  of  the 
Thames  Embankment,  where  the  Board 
kept  the  roadway  up ;  but  this  was  a  very 
exceptional  case.  It  was  true  that  the 
Board  paid  some  part  of  the  cost  of  the 
maintenance  of  Westminster  Bridge; 
but  this  was  not  a  fair  precedent,  as  the 
circumstances  were  different.  Their 
Lordships  would  have  noticed  that  the 
Metropolitan  Members  had  met  and  de- 
cided to  oppose  the  Amendments  made 
in  their  Lordships'  House.  He  supposed 
the  Committee  there  would  not  go  back 
from  their  decision  under  the  circum- 
stances. He,  therefore,  made  a  strong 
appeal  to  the  House  to  let  the  Bill  go 
back  to  the  House  of  Commons  as  it 
came  from  there,  and  to  the  Members 
of  the  Committee  not  to  press  their 
views,  80  that  the  Bill  might  pass  in  the 
form  which  appeared  to  be  the  most 
acceptable  solution  of  the  question  which 
at  present  had  been  proposed.  His 
Lordship  concluded  by  moving  the 
rejection  of  the  Amendments  proposed. 

Moved,  "  To  disagree  to  the  Amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Select  Committee 
on  the  BiM:' —{The  Lord  Jlenniker.) 

The  Earl  of  JEESEY  said,  that  as 
Chairman  of  and  as  representing  the 
Select  Committee,  they  had  not  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  expediency,  but  to 
endeavour  to  come  to  a  decision  on  fair 
and  equitable  grounds.  He  did  not  wish 
to  disregard  the  appeal  made  by  the 
Government  on  the  ground  of  expedi- 
ency ;  and  on  that  ground  alone,  in  order 
that  the  Bill  might  be  passed  this  Ses- 
sion and  become  law,  the  Committee  did 
not  propose  to  ask  their  Lordships  to 
insist  upon  their  Amendments. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Amendments  nega* 
lived  :  Bill  reported  without  Amendment, 
and  to  be  read  3»  on  Thursday  the  9th  of 
June  next. 
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TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  BILL.— (No.  54.) 

{The  Marquett  of  Salitbury.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be 
put  into  Committee,  read. 

Moved,  **  That  the  House  do  now  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee  upon  the 
said  Bill." — {The  Marquess  of  Salisbury,) 

Lord  BRABOURNE  said,  he  must 
ask  the  permission  of  their  Lordships  to 
make  a  few  remarks  on  the  general 
scope  and  character  of  the  Bill.  He 
must  confess  that  he  was  rather  disap- 
pointed on  the  occasion  of  the  second 
reading.  He  came  down  to  the  House 
fully  prepared  and  expecting  to  hear  an 
exhaustive  debate  on  the  principle  in- 
volved in  the  Bill,  which,  he  thought, 
the  importance  of  the  subject  deserved. 
The  House  was  well  filled,  and  several 
Members  of  the  Episcopal  Bench  were 
present ;  but,  to  his  surprise,  the  Prime 
Minister  moved  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill  without  a  word  of  comment,  the 
Question  was  promptly  put  from  the 
Chair,  and  that  stage  of  the  Bill  was 
passed  with  a  celerity  which,  he  humbly 
submitted,  was  hardly  respectful  to  the 
great  interests  which  were  involved.  It 
was  under  these  circumstances  that  he 
humbly  craved  the  indulgence  of  their 
Lordships,  and  he  did  so  for  a  special 
reason.  It  appeared  to  him  that  this 
Bill  touched  the  fringe  of  a  great  ques- 
tion, and  touched  it  in  such  a  manner  as 
would  infallibly  cause  it  to  be  brought 
prominently  before  the  public  in  a 
manner  not  contemplated  by  the  framers 
of  the  Bill.  In  his  introductory  speech 
the  Prime  Minister  told  their  Lordships 
that  the  Bill  related  to  a  subject  which 
had  recently  attracted  considerable  at- 
tention —  namely,  the  incidence  and 
the  mode  of  collection  of  tithe.  But 
why  had  this  question  attracted  con- 
siderable interest  ?  Because  the  unusual 
and  long-continued  depression  which 
had  fallen  on  the  agricultural  com- 
munity had  caused  tithe  rent-charges  to 
be  collected  with  less  facility  than  here- 
tofore, and  because,  also,  whereas  the 
tithe  rent- charge  at  the  time  of  its  com- 
mutation was  calculated  on  the  price  of 
certain  agricultural  produce,  the  price 
of  that  produce  had  fallen  considerably 
in  value.  If,  in  these  circumstances,  the 
noble  Marquess  had  thought  it  right  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  re-valuation  of 


tithes,  or  if  he  had  thought  it  well  to 
cause  any  alteration  to  be  made  in  the 
basis  on  which  they  were  coDected,  or, 
if  objecting  to  such  an   alteration,  he 
had  proposed  a  Select  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  possibly  the  public  mind  might 
have  been  for  the  moment  satisfied.  But 
the  noble  Marquess  had  taken  a  very 
different  course.     He  had  declared  that 
tithe  was  not  excessive ;  that  at  the  time 
of  the  commutation  the  landowners  made 
a  good  bargain;  and  he  met  the  dis- 
tress of  the  agriculturists  and  the  com- 
plaints of  the  tithepayers  by  the  singu- 
lar device  of  increasiug  the  security  of 
the  titheowners.     Such  a  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding would  hardly  be  found  satisfy- 
ing ;  and  he  believed  it  would  be  found 
that,  in  proposing  what  the  noble  Mar- 
quess had  done,  he  had  made  an  inno- 
vation which  would  at  once  be  noted  by 
his  opponents.    For  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  this  country  the  noble  Mar- 
quess   practically    divorced    the    tithe 
from    the    land,    made   it    a    personal 
debt  recoverable  from    an   individual, 
and  thus,  he  feared,  inserted  the  thin 
end    of   the  wedge,   upon  which    the 
hammers  of  the  friends  of  Disestablish- 
ment would  hereafter    be  busily  em- 
ployed.    The  novelty  of  the  principle 
thus  introduced  by  the  noble  Marquess 
— the  whole  tenour  of  his  Bill,  and,  in- 
deed, the  very  basis  upon  which  it  rested 
—obliged  him  (Lord  Braboume)  to  say 
a  few  words  upon  the  general  question 
of  tithe  as  it  bore  upon  this  particular 
measure.     It  was  necessary  to  do  so, 
both  on  account  of  something  which 
had  happened  in  the  past,  and  of  some- 
thing which  would  certainly  happen  in 
the  future.    That  which  had  happened 
in  the  past  was  this — that  the  advocates 
of  Disestablishment  and  the  defenders  of 
the  Church  had  put  forward  statements 
concerning  tithe  so  contradictory  as  to 
confuse  and  mystify  the  public  mind  on. 
the  subject.  That  which  would  happen  in. 
the  future  was  this — that  when  this  Bill 
went  down  to  the  other  House  it  would, 
be  carefully  scrutinized  and  discussed  hy 
men  who  held  different  views,  and  he 
submitted  that  it  was  hardly  wise — nay, 
hardly  creditable  to  their  Lordships — tha^ 
they  should  proceed  to  legislate  as  i£ 
there  was  only  one  side  to  the  question  « 
While  he  thought  that  the  advocates 
Disestablishment  had  put  forth 
statements  difficult  to  substantiate, 
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was  bound  to  say,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  the  defenders  of  the  Church  had 
not  always  assumed  a  position  which 
was  entirely  impregnable.    No  doubt, 
many  of  their  Lordships  had  read  the 
defence    of    the    Church    which    had 
emanated  from  the  pen  of  the  noble 
and  learned    Earl  who  had    recently 
occupied  the  Woolsack  (the  Earl  of  Sel- 
borne).     It  would  be  presumptuous  in 
Um  (Lord  Braboume)  to  speak  of  the 
ability  and  research  displayed  in  that 
book,    because    nothing    but   research 
and  ability  would  be    expected   from 
such  a   quarter.      But,   even  in    that 
Tolume,   he  could    not    help  thinking 
that   he    detected,  something    of    the 
donatio  tone  which  prevailed  in  the 
writings    of    ecclesiastical    authorities. 
Statements  were  made  concerning  facts 
which  had  always  been  in  dispute,  as 
if  those  facts  were  beyond  all  doubt  and 
controversy,  whilst  writers  who  had  ar- 
rived at  conclusions  different  from  those 
of  the  noble  and  learned    Earl  were 
summarily    dismissed    as     *'  uncritical 
writers,"  and  their  statements  treated 
as  "idle  stories."    There  was  a  notable 
instance  of  this  in  regard  to  this  very 
qneetion  of  tithes.    There  was  a  very 
large  party  in  this  country  who  would 
not  be  excluded  from  this  question,  and 
who  maintained  that  the  clergy  had  not 
the  exclusive  right  to  the  tithe,  but  that 
there  was  originally  a  division  of  the 
tithe  for  several  purposes.  They  were  in 
the  habit  of  quoting  the  famous  answer 
of  Pope  (Gregory  the  Great  to  Augustine, 
in  which  he  stated  that  the  division  of 
^e  offerings  made  by  the  faithful  at 
the  altar   should  be  fourfold — first,  a 
share    to  the    Bishop   and  his  family 
-^roptsr    hoBpitalitatem    atque    auscep- 
ii9nem ;  secondly,  a  share  for  the  main- 
tenance  of    the    clergy ;    thirdly,    the 
relief  of  the  poor;   and,  fourthly,  the 
fabric  of  the  churches.      Afterwards, 
when  the  Bishops  were  supported  frpm 
other  resources,  their  share  was  elimi- 
nated, and  the  division  was  threefold. 
Now,  the  noble  and  learned  Earl  ad- 
loitted  that  this  answer  was  given  by 
Pope  Gregory;   he  admitted  that  this 
division  of  tithes  prevailed  in  parts  of 
Western  Christendom;   but  he  denied 
that  it  ever  existed  in  England.      He 
(Lord  Braboume)  would  not  presume 
to  enter  into  an  ar^ment  with  the  noble 
and  learned    Ean,   neither  would    he 
troftble  their  Ijordships  with  a  disserta- 


tion iipon  the  Law  of  Tithes;  but  he 
called  their  attention  to  these  facts  in 
order  that  they  might  be  aware  that  the 
exclusive  right  of  the  clergy  to  tithe  was 
still  challenged,  and  that  it  would  be 
unwise  to  discuss  this  question  as  if  the 
contrary  were  the  case.  In  his  humble 
judgment,  the  true  wisdom  of  the 
Church  of  England  would  be  to  rest  her 
claim  to  tithe,  not  on  the  appeals  of 
ecclesiastical  writers  to  a  history  which 
was  at  least  doubtful,  but  upon  a  law 
and  a  fact  which  were  beyond  doubt  or 
dispute.  The  law  to  which  he  referred 
was  the  Commutation  Act  of  1836,  which 
gave  the  Church  a  Parliamentary  title 
to  the  tithe,  though,  of  course,  at  the 
same  time  it  assumed  and  asserted  the 
right  of  Parliament  to  determine  the 
manner  in  which,  and  the  extent  to 
which,  tithes  should  be  levied.  And 
the  fact  to  which  he  alluded,  and  which 
he  believed  gave  to  the  Church  still 
greater  security,  was  a  fact  to  be  found 
in  the  exemplary  lives  of  her  clergy, 
their  conscientious  discharge  of  their 
duties,  and  the  liberal  and  generous 
spirit  in  which  their  incomes  were  spent 
among  their  people.  He  (Lord  Bra- 
bourne)  believed  that  there  never  was, 
at  any  time  or  in  any  country,  a  class 
of  men  who  bestowed  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  their  incomes  in  charity  and  good 
works  than  did  the  clergy  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  he  should  in- 
deed regret  it  if  any  legislation  of  that 
House  should  diminish  their  influence, 
or  lessen  their  powers  of  well-doing. 
It  was,  therefore,  in  no  spirit  of  hostility 
to  the  Church  that  he  (Lord  Braboume) 
proceeded  to  comment  upon  the  Bill. 
His  noble  Friend  (the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury)  had  stated  that,  at  the  time 
of  the  commutation  in  1836,  the  land- 
owners had  made,  and  still  had,  a  good 
bargain.  He  ventured  to  say,  on  the 
one  hand,  that  a  good  bargain  had  been 
made  by  the  Church.  It  was  easy 
enough  to  point  to  the  value  of  tithes 
before  the  commutation,  and  to  show  by 
figures  that  the  Church  afterwards  re- 
ceived a  less  amount.  But  figures  were 
deceptive  things,  and  there  was  some- 
thing else  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 
Did  the  noble  Marquess  remember  what 
was  the  state  of  things  before  the  Com- 
mutation Act  ?  In  introducing  his  Bill 
Lord  John  Bussell  said  that  *'  the  objec- 
tion to  tithes  was  daily  increasing  in 
strengthi  and  that  men  were  becoming 
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more  and  more  unwilling  to  pay  them." 
He  stated,  moreover,  emphatically,  in 
allusion  to  those  who  *'were  in  the 
habit  of  talking  of  the  absolute  right  to 
tithe,"  that,  in  his  opinion,  tithe  was 
"the  property  of  the  nation,  although 
participated  in  by  individuals."  Well, 
at  the  time  of  the  Act  in  question 
voluntary  commutation  had  taken  place 
in  about  2,000  parishes  in  England. 
Over  the  greater  part  of  the  country 
tithe  was  still  taken  in  kind.  And  what 
did  that  mean  ?  That  in  a  very  large 
number  of  cases  the  clergyman  had 
either  to  secure  the  goodwill  of  his 
parishioners  by  a  considerable  sacrifice 
of  income,  or  to  run  a  grievous  risk  of 
forfeiting  that  goodwill  by  insisting 
upon  his  strict  legal  rights.  People 
talked  now  as  if  tithe  meant  the  tenth 
of  the  net  produce — that  was,  the  rea- 
lized produce  of  the  land.  It  was  no 
such  thing.  It  was  the  tenth  of  the 
g^oss  produce  to  which  the  clergyman 
had  a  right— he  could  take  the  tenth 
sheaf  of  wheat,  the  tenth  cock  of  hay, 
the  tenth  lamb,  and  so  on,  down  to  the 
tenth  Qg^ ;  and,  if  time  permitted,  he 
(Lord  Braboume)  could  tell  their  Lord- 
ships some  laughable  stories  as  to  the 
deception  which  was  sometimes  prac- 
tised in  these  matters.  But  then  the 
clergyman  had  to  convert  the  produce 
into  money  as  he  could.  Many  of  their 
Lordships  could  doubtless  remember  the 
old  barns  and  premises  which  used  to 
stand  in  the  vicinity  of  country  rectories. 
What  did  those  mean  ?  They  were  the 
places  in  which  the  tithe  produce  was 
stored,  and  in  which  took  place  the  pro- 
cess of  conversion  into  money.  They  re- 
presented the  trouble  and  expense  to 
which  the  clergyman  was  put,  plus  the 
actual  expense  of  collecting  the  tithe, 
and  they  represented  something  more — 
those  barns  and  premises  represented  an 
item  of  repairs  and  dilapidations  which 
greatly  reduced  the  income  of  a  clergy- 
man, apart  from  the  actual  cost  already 
named.  All  this  the  clergyman  entirely 
got  rid  of  by  the  Act  of  1836,  and  he 
had  since  received  his  money  without 
any  of  the  enormous  trouble  and  expense 
which  before  that  Act  he  was  obliged  to 
encounter.  But  he  gained  something 
more.  Besides  the  Parliamentary  title 
to  tithes  acquired  under  that  Act,  the 
Church  got  quit  of  that  friction  which 
had  previously  existed  between  the 
clergy  and  their  parishioners,  and  which 
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was  of  very  serious  imp'  rt.  The  Ohuroh 
had,  indeed,  made  no  bad  bargain  under 
the  Act  of  1836,  even  if  there  had  been 
some  sacrifice  of  actual  income.  That 
was  the  opinion  at  the  time,  and  if  noble 
Lords  would  take  the  trouble  to  refer  to 
the  debates;  they  would  find  that  the  Bill 
was  constantly  referred  to  as  ''the  Clergy- 
man's Bill,"  on  account  of  the  belief 
which  was  entertained  that  it  was 
favourable  to  the  interests  of  the  clergy. 
In  his  (Lord  Brabourne's)  opinion,  not 
only  was  the  Act  in  question  beneficial 
to  the  Ohurch,  but  the  friction  between 
the  clergy  and  their  parishioners  had 
become  so  great  as  to  be  almost  unbear- 
able ;  and  if  some  such  well-considered 
measure  had  not  been  passed  at  the 
time,  he  felt  confident  that  serious  mis- 
chief would  have  ensued,  and  that  the 
position  of  the  advocates  of  Disestab- 
lishment would  have  been  far  stronger 
to-day  than  was  happily  the  case.  The 
noble  Marquess  had  stated  that  this  was 
legitimately  an  owner's  and  not  an  occu- 
pier's ^tax.  The  same  thing  was  clearly 
stated  in  the  noble  and  learned  Earl's 
(the  Earl  of  Selbome's)  pamphlet.  He 
said — 

*'  The  rent  of  tithe-free  land  Ib  always  greater 
than  that  of  land  subject  to  tithe ;  if  there  were 
no  tithe,  the  landowner,  and  not  the  occapier, 
would  have  the  benefit." 

Now,  that  was  not  exactly  the  form  in 
which  the  matter  presented  itself  to  the 
agricultural  mind  in  this  time  of  dis- 
tress.   Take  the  case  of  a  farmer  who 
was  paying  30«.  an  acre  for  his  farm — 
20«.  in  rent  and  10«.  in  tithe,  and  in 
many  cases  the  tithe  actually  bore  a 
higher  proportion  to  the  rent  than  that. 
Now,  in  many  such  oases  the  occupier 
had  received  a  reduction  from  20#.  to 
15«.  in  his  rent,  so  that  this  25  per  cent 
reduction  brought   his  total    payment 
down  to  25«.  per  acre.    He  could  not 
expect  to  obtain   a   similar  reduction 
from  the  titheowner.       But  he  knew 
perfectly  well  that  if  there  were  no  each 
thing  as  tithe,  and  that  it  had  been  S0«. 
per  acre  paid  to  one  man,  his  reductioii 
would,  in  all  probability,   have   been 
from  30«.,  not  to  25«.,  but  to  20t.y  be- 
cause it  was  much  easier  to  get  a  reduc- 
tion from  one  man  to  whom  the  whole 
30«.  was  payable  than  from  two  men  who 
divided  the  receipts  in  the  proportion 
of  20#.  to  one  and  10^.  to  the  other. 
That  was  the  practical  way  in  which  the 
question  presented  itself  to  the  occupier ; 
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or,  put  it  in  another  way,  if  there  were 
no  tithe  the  landowner  oould  better 
afford  to  let  his  land  for  20s.  per  acre 
to  the  oocupier  than  he  could  afford  to 
let  it  at  \bi,  or  16«.  with  a  payment  upon 
it  of  10«.  per  acre  to  the  titheowner. 
No  doubt  the  intention  of  the  Act  of 
1836  was  that  the  occupier  should  pay 


to  two  points  of  special  importance — 
first,  with  regard  to  the  owners;  and, 
secondly,  with  regard  to  the  remedy 
proposed  by  the  Bill  in  lieu  of  distraint. 
Now,  first,  as  to  the  owners,  who  were 
they?  Their  Lordships'  House  was 
frequently  designated  a  House  of  Land- 
owners: and   therefrom   some  persons 


the  tithe  and  deduct   it  from  his  rent,  deduced  the  singular  argument  that  they 


In  practice,  the  landowner  let  his  land 
at  a  lower  rate  than  he  otherwise  would 
have  done,  and  the  tenant  undertook  to 
pay  the  tithe.    It  was  thus  practically 
made  an  occupier's  debt,  which  could  be 
recoyered,  just  as  rent,    by  distraint. 
But  was  this  so  wholly  wrong  ?    Tithe, 
in  its  origin,  was  not  a  charge  upon  the 
land,  but  upon  the  produce  of  the  land ; 
and  it  did  not  seem  unwise  or  unjust 
that,    upon     whomsoever    the    burden 
should  ultimately  fall,  it  should,  in  the 
first  instance,   be  discharged  by    and 
tlurough  the  person  who  dealt  directly 
with  the  produce — namely,  the  occupier, 
tforeover,  it  was  much  more  conyenient 
that  it  should  be  so,  inasmuch  as  the 
oocupier  was  almost  always  resident  upon 
the  land,  whilst  the  landlord  was  con- 
stantly non-resident.    Now,  what  good 
^ovld,  this  Bill  effect  in  that  respect  ? 
He  (Lord  Braboume)  did  not  understand 
that  it  was  proposed  to  interfere  with 
the  contract  which  might  be  made  be- 
tween man  and  man.      If  such  inter- 
ference were  contemplated,    it    would 
probably  be  evaded ;  but  if  not,  what 
would  probably  be  done?    The  land- 
owner would  still,  for  obvious  reasons, 
desire  to  keep  before  his  tenants'  eyes 
what  the  land  was  paying  for  rent  and 
for  tithe  separately.     He  would,  there- 
fore, say  to  his  tenant— **  We  will  keep 
Cerent  asitis,  and  as  the  Legislature  has 
iiow  directed  that  the  tithe  is  to  be  paid 
through  me  and  not  through  you,  I  will 
pay  it,  and  we  will  have  a  covenant  in 
OUT  agreement  that  you  shall  pay  me  an 
equivalent  for  that  tithe  in  our  annual 
settlement  of  rent."    The  payments  wDl 
thus  be  atill  kept  separate — the  occupier 
will  knowy  as  he  now  knows,  what  he  is 
pncCicallj  paying  on  account  of  tithe, 
>&d  all  that  you  will  have  effected  by 
this  Bill  will  be  to  have  put  an  end  to 
ttn  arrangement  which,  upon  the  whole, 
has  been  proTed  by  experience  to  be  the 
iBost   conwenient    for  all   parties  con- 
<^snied«     Bat  now  he  (Lord  Brabourne) 


donred  to  caU  their  lordships'  attention   the  oeoupieri  and  his  tithe  was  secure 


were  unfit  to  legislate  upon  any  question 
relating  to  land.  But  he  earnestly  wished 
to  impress  this  upon  their  Lordships — 
that  they  were  not  now  dealing  with  a 
matter  which  concerned  only  large  land- 
owners. This  question  had  been  greatly 
misunderstood.  There  was  a  very  large 
number  of  small  landowners  in  this 
country.  The  most  rev.  Prelate  (the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury)  was  recently 
endeavouring  to  show  that  the  reduction 
of  5  per  cent  to  owners  for  prompt  pay- 
ment was  unnecessary,  and  that  there 
was  practically  very  little  expense  and 
inconvenience  to  the  clergy  at  present  in 
the  collection  of  tithes.  To  show  that 
the  most  rev.  Prelate  took  1 0  parishes, 
taken  haphazard  from  five  different 
counties — two  from  each  county — and 
said  that  in  these  parishes,  out  of  883 
tithepayers,  upwards  of  700  were  owners 
of  the  land,  for  which  they  paid  tithes. 
And  he  went  on  to  say  that  out  of  58,000 
persons  who  paid  tithes  to  the  Ecclesias- 
tical Commissioners,  37,000,  or  nearly 
two-thirds,  were  owners.  Now,  these 
words  were  pregnant  with  meaning  and 
instruction.  Let  their  Lordships  examine 
a  little  more  closely  into  this  question  of 
small  owners.  Take  the  case  of  any 
parish  in  which  there  were  men  occupy- 
ing 10,  20,  50,  or  100  acres,  which  he 
would  call  a  small  occupation.  Now, 
if  these  men  were  the  tenants  of  a  large 
owner,  the  clerCTman's  tithe  was  prac- 
tically secure.  It  was  not  from  them 
that  the  difficulty  arose.  And  why? 
Because  the  landowner  and  his  agent 
knew  perfectly  well  that  if  the  tenant 
left  at  Michaelmas  with  his  tithe  unpaid, 
the  titheowner  could  recover  it  from 
the  land.  Therefore,  the  land  agent 
who  knew  his  duty  would  take  care  that 
no  tenant  leaving  a  farm  received  his 
valuation  from  an  incoming  tenant  until 
he  could  produce  the  receipt  for  his 
tithe,  just  as  much  as  for  his  rent.  So 
the  clergyman  had  the  landowner  and 
his  agent  standing  between  himself  and 
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But  now  take  the  case  of  men  holding 
10,  20,  60,  or  100  acres  of  their  own. 
These  men  were  amongst  the  most  suf- 
fering of  the  whole  community.  The 
legislation  of  the  last  40  years,  whether 
it  was  right  or  wrong,  had  been  all  in 
favour  of  the  consumer,  and  had  pressed 
most  cruelly  upon  the  British  producer. 
Those  small  owners  of  land  had  felt  the 
full  pressure  and  weight  of  this  legisla- 
tion. They  had  been  ground  down  to 
the  ground.  In  an  immense  number  of 
cases  they  had  been  obliged  to  mortgage 
their  small  properties  up  to  the  hilt,  and 
they  were  crippled  by  the  payment  of 
interest  which  was  higher  than  would 
have  been  their  rent  if  they  had  been 
the  tenants  of  a  large  landowner.  Now, 
to  these  men,  the  payment  of  5«.,  6«.,  8«., 
or  10«.  per  acre  tithe  was  a  grievous  bur- 
den, and  it  was  with  them  that  the  chief 
difficulty  arose.  What  relief  was  offered 
them  by  this  Bill?  Not  one  fraction. 
Eemember,  moreover,  that  this  class  of 
small  owners  was  one  which  many 
people  thought  it  was  most  desirable 
to  extend  and  encourage.  But  the 
only  change  which  this  Bill  proposed 
to  make  in  their  condition  was  a 
change  for  the  worse.  He  (Lord  Bra- 
bourne),  being  no  lawyer,  spoke  with 
diffidence  upon  legal  points  ;  but  he 
apprehended  that  when  tithe  was  made 
a  simple  debt,  and  a  man  was  made  per- 
sonally liable,  as  proposed  by  the  Bill,  it 
meant  that  all  his  resources  must  be 
called  upon  to  defray  the  debt,  and  that 
failing  payment  he  must  suffer  in  his 
person.  So  that  what  this  Bill  would  do 
would  be  to  make  the  small  owner  per- 
sonally liable,  and  all  his  property, 
whatever  it  might  be,  liable,  for  a  debt 
which,  at  present,  attached  only  to  that 
part  of  his  property  which  happened  to 
be  in  land.  He  (Lord  Brabourne)  could 
not  help  thinking  that  his  noble  Friend 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  had  felt 
this  to  be  a  hardship,  and  had  had  this 
class  of  small  owners  in  view  when  he 
proposed  that  5  per  cent  reduction  should 
be  allowed  for  payment  within  3  months. 
If  he  (Lord  Brabourne)  had  introduced 
this  Bill,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say 
that  he  should  have  proposed  relief  to 
the  tithepayer  in  that  form ;  but  as  the 
noble  Marquess  had  done  so,  he  could 
not  but  regret  that  he  had  withdrawn  it 
at  the  very  first  blast  of  clerical  opposi- 
tion. There  was  something  to  be  said 
on  both  sides.    Where  the  clergyman 
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had  incurred  small  or  no  expense  in 
collecting  his  tithes,  ou  account  of  the 
paucity  of  owners  from  whom  he  had  to 
collect,  no  doubt  the  effect  would  have 
been  that  he  would  have  been  giving  5 
per  cent    to    his    tithepayers    without 
equivalent   advantage  to  himself.     In 
other  words,  he  would  just  now  be  giving 
a  reduction  of  5  per  cent,  where  his  lay 
brethren  were  giving  20  and  25  per 
cent  reduction  in  their  rents.    But  if  he 
had  been  obliged  to  incur  expense  and 
trouble  in  collection,  this  would  have 
been  saved  to  him ;  and,  moreover,  there 
would  have  been  the  inducement    to 
small  and  struggling  owners  to  strain 
every  nerve  to  pay  quickly,  and  thus 
obtain  their  5  per  cent,  instead  of  de- 
ferring payment  until  the  last  possible 
moment.    Moreover,  as  there  was  going 
to  be  a  new  security  given  to  the  Church, 
this  proposal  of  5  per  cent  reduction  did 
not  seem  wholly  unreasonable,  and  would 
have  been  hailed  as  some  earnest  of  sym- 
pathy with  the  distressed  agriculturists 
on  the  part  of  the  Legislature.   He  there- 
fore   regretted  that,  having  been  pro- 
posed, it  had  been  so  summarily  with- 
drawn.   And  now  he  (Lord  Brabourne) 
came  to  that  which  had  been  heralded 
forth  as  the  great  boon  to  be  given  by 
the  Bill — namely,  the  abolition  of  dis- 
tress for  tithe.    He  confessed  that  he 
was  rather  a  heretic  in  that  matter.     He 
very  much  doubted  whether  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  power  of  distraint  was  going 
to  do  all  the  good  which  was  expected. 
He  had  no  figures  to  show  to  their  Liord- 
ships  upon  this  subject;  and,  if  he  bad, 
he  doubted  if  he  i^ould  trouble  tbem 
with  figures  which  were  apt  to  mislead. 
But  many  of  the  cases  of  distraint  in  tbe 
counties  of  Kent  and  Sussex  had  beea 
with  respect  to  *•  Extraordinary  Titbo,'* 
with  which  this  Bill  did  not  deal.     It 
had  been  dealt  with  last  year  by  a  Sill 
which  he,  for  one,  had  weakly  aooepted, 
because  he  found  that  the  whole  fieneb 
of  Bishops    were  unanimously    in    its 
favour,   but  which  he  believed    to  be 
one  of  the  most  unjust  Bills  ever  placed 
upon  the  Statute  Book.    Extraordinary 
tithe  essentially  related  to  a  specially 
remunerative  kind  of  produce,  of  which 
the  occupier  got  the  benefit;  and  the 
Bill  in  question  had  placed  a  permanent 
charge  upon  the  land  after  the   renin-. 
nerative  crop  had  ceased  to  be   g^rown 
and  when  it  had  probably  rendered  the 
land  less  valuable  for  the  future,     ^xi\ 
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they  wore  now  dealing  only  with  ordi- 
nary tithe,   and  he  could  not  say  how 
many  cases   of   distraint  had   recently 
occurred.     As  he  understood  the  present 
measure,  it  substituted  for  distraint  the 
ordinary  process  of  the  County  Courts. 
Now,    he   (Lord   Brabourne)    believed 
that     recalcitrant    tithepayers    would 
bo  much   less  in.   fear  of  the   County 
Court  than  they  were  at  present  of  dis- 
traint.    Distraint  was  a  very  disagree- 
able thing.     It   was   very   unpleasant 
to  have   bailiffs  in  possession  of  your 
premises,  and  to  have  your  goods  sold 
to  defray  your  debts.      But,  because 
it  was   so   disagreeable,    people    were 
the  more  anxious  to  avoid  it,  and  the 
remedy,  though  short  and  sharp,  was 
effective.     A  man  would  generally  pre- 
fer to  pay  his  tithe,  rather  than  submit 
to  this  process.     But  proceedings  in  the 
County  Court  did  not  come  home  to  him 
nearly  so  soon,  whilst  they  put  the  per- 
•OQ  who  instituted  them  to  considerable 
trouble  and   annoyance.      First,  there 
was  the  summons  to  be  taken  out,  and 
the  debt  proved.     If  that  was  done,  an 
order  was  generally  made  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt  by  instalments.     Per- 
haps these  were  paid  at  first,  and  then 
Buspended.     Then  came  another  appli- 
cation to  the  Court,  and,  finally,  a  judg- 
ment summons  was  issued.    Upon  that 
a  month  was  usually  given  before  the 
expiration  of  which  the  debt  was  to  be 
paid.     During  all  that  time  the  clergy- 
man would  be  placed  in  the  invidious 
position  of  prosecuting  his  parishioner, 
and  if,  at  the  end  of  the  month,  the  debt 
was  not  paid,  he  did  not  recover  his  debt 
as  he  did  by  distraint,  but  the  remedy 
was  the  committal  of  the    non-payiug 
tithepayer  to  prison  for  14  days.      He 
very  much  questioned  the  advantage  to 
the  Church  of  this  change.     It  would 
enable  people  who  objected  to  the  pay- 
ment of  tithes  to  pose  as  martyrs,  and 
would  be  not  unlikely  to  give  rise  to  an 
agitation    of    which    the    consequences 
could  not  be  foreseen.     He  much  feared 
ihat  the  change  would  be  productive  of 
Tery  little  advantage.  And  now  there  was 
only  one  more  detail  of  the  Bill  with 
which  he  must  trouble  their  Lordships. 
He  alluded  to  the  Bedemption  Clauses. 
He  had  seen  with  some  surprise  that 
theee  had    been    objected    to    by   the 
dergj,  for  they  appeared  to  him  (Lord 
Brabourne)  rather  favourable  than  other- 
wise to  the  Church.  Let  him  take  a  case. 


The  noble  Marquess  proposed  that  20 
times  the  value  of  the  apportioned  rent- 
charge  should  be  the  price  of  redemp- 
tion—that was  to  say,  that  for  £100  of 
rent-charge  an  owner  would  pay  £2,000, 
or  20  years'  purchase.  But  as,  at  present, 
the  value  of  the  £100  was  about  £87, 
the  actual  number  of  years*  purchase 
would  be  23  and  not  20.     But  the  value 
of  the  rent-charge  was  falling,  and  com- 
petent judges  expected  it  would  ere  long 
be  at  £7/5,  or  even  at  £70,  which  would 
make  the  number  of  years'  purchase 
considerably  greater.     A  man  who  was 
about  to  redeem  tithe  rent- charge  would 
have  to  take  this  falling  value  into  ac- 
count.    Moreover,  when  the  tithe  was 
roJeemed  he  would  no  longer  have  to 
point  to  this  charge,   when  letting  his 
land,  as  some  criterion  for  the  rent ;  and 
though  this  seemed  to  matter  little,  in 
reality  it  was  of  some  moment,  and  a 
person  hiring  the  land  would  not  take 
into  account  the  sum  which  an  owner 
had   paid  to  redeem  tithe,  though  he 
would  necessarily  take  into  account  the 
annual  charge  so  long  as  it  existed.  But 
there  was  something  more.     One  of  the 
great  complaints  of  the  clergy  was  that 
their  tithe  rent-charge  was  rated  up  to 
its  full  value.  Now,  as  soon  as  the  clergy- 
men had  received  and  invested  his  re- 
demption money  it  would  no  longer  be 
rateable.     But  as  the  same  amount  of 
rates  would  still  have  to  be  raised,  it 
followed  that  a  larger  amount  would 
fall  upon  the  land  upon  which  the  tithe 
rent-charge  had  been  redeemed.  Taking 
this  into  account,  the  proposal  of  the 
noble  Marquess   would  not  work   out 
very  advantageously  to  the  landowner, 
and  he  would  think  once,  twice,  and 
three  times  before  he  redeemed  upon 
the  proposed  terms.    But  now  look  at  it 
from  the  other  side.      The  clergyman 
would  receive  a  capital  sum  of  £2,000, 
instead  of  £87  per  annum  now  paid. 
But  this  £87  was  likely  to  fall  to  £75. 
If  his  investments  were  restricted,  he 
might  not  be  able  to  get  more  than  3J- 
per  cent  for  his  £2,000,   which  would 
be  £70  instead  of  £75.    But  he  would 
at  once   obtain    immunity  from    rates 
which  could  not  be  calculated  at  less  than 
10  per  cent  on  the  average;    so  that, 
when  the  question  came  to  be  closely 
worked  out,  it  would  be  found  that  the 
actual  loss  to  the  clergyman  would  be 
very  small,  if  eventually  anything  at 
all.     But  would  he  gain  nothing,  indq- 
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pendently  of  pecuniary  oonsiderations  ? 
There  would  be  a  far  greater  security 
for  his  new  investment  than  there  was 
for  his  rent-charge  to-day.    It  was  im- 
possible to  observe  what  was  passing 
daily  in  this  country  without  coming  to 
that  conclusion.    No  one  could  see  the 
attitude  taken  by  the  advocates  of  Dis- 
establishment without  foreseeing  future 
struggles.  He  (Lord  Braboume)  did  not 
wish  to  make  Party  allusions  in  this 
debate ;  but  he  could  not  help  feeling 
that  the  events  of  the  two  or  three  last 
years  had  shown  the  probability  that, 
at    any   moment,    political    exigencies 
might  throw  the  whole   weight  of  a 
powerful  Party  organization  into   the 
Disestablishment    scale,   and    that   we 
might  have  eminent  men  coming  for- 
ward and  pointing  to  particular  sen- 
tences in.  their   past    speeches,   which 
proved  that  for  12  or  14  years  past  they 
had  not  uttered  a  word  against  the  prin- 
ciple of  Disestablishment.     Therefore 
it  was  that  he  (Lord  Braboume)  felt  sure 
that  anything  which  drew  the  Church 
and  her  revenues  outside  the  whirlpool 
of  political  agitation  and  political  in- 
trigue would  be  beneficial  to  the  Church, 
even  if  it  shoidd  involve  some  sacrifice 
of  income,  and  therefore  i^;  was  that  he 
should  rejoice  if  such  terms  of  redemption 
could  be  ofiEered  as  would  make  it  a  matter 
of  easy  and  early  accomplishment.     And 
now  he  had  only  a  few  words  to  say 
besides  thanking   their  Lordships  for 
the  indulgent  hearing  which  they  had 
given  him.     He  could  not  help  feeling 
that,  in  all  these  discussions,  they  were 
shirking  the  great  difficulty  which  really 
underlay  the  question  of  tithes.     There 
ooidd  be  no  doubt  that,  on  the  one  hand, 
the  burden  pressed   heavily  upon  the 
weaker  part  of   the  agricultural  com- 
munity in  its  present  depressed  condition, 
whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  the  incomes  of 
the  parochial  clergy  were  really  insuffi- 
cient for  the   calls  made  upon  them. 
What,  then,  was  the  real  truth  which 
lurked  behind  the  question?  It  was  this 
—that  if  a  National  Church  was  to  exist 
among  us  as  an  Establishment,  it  ought 
to  be  supported  by  all  kinds  of  national 
property.    When  tithes  were  first  given 
by  landowners,  and  afterwards  imposed 
as  a  charge  by  Popes  and  Synods,  land 
was  practically  the  only  property  in  the 
country.    That  had  long  ceased  to  be 
the  case.    Other  sources  of  wealth  had 
sprung  up ;  men  possessed  great  wealth 
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from  these  sources  who  contributed 
nothing  to  the  Church,  ^and  the  land, 
reduced  in  comparative  value,  still  bore 
the  whole  burden.  Why  should  that  be 
so?  There  was  but  one  answer — 
namely,  that  public  opinion  would  not 
allow  that  act  of  justice  to  be  done 
which  would  place  the  support  of  the 
National  Church  upon  the  general  na- 
tional taxation.  No  Minister  would 
venture  to  propose  it,  because  the  Ke- 
presentatives  of  the  people  would  not 
entertain  the  proposition,  and  therefore 
it  must  be  considered  as  beyond  the 
range  of  practical  politics.  But  because 
that  was  so,  it  was  not  necessary  to 
trifle  with  the  subject  by  means  of  a 
Bill  which  gave  no  relief  to  those  who 
were  suffering.  In  the  present  depressed 
state  of  the  agriculturists,  this  Bill, 
which  only  sought  to  perpetuate  the 
present  system  and  to  stereotype  an  in- 
justice, would  not  be  received  with  any 
gratitude.  Such  a  Bill  might,  indeed, 
be  accepted  by  their  Lordships  on  the 
powerful  recommendation,  of  the  noble 
Marquess ;  it  might  even  be  accepted 
by  the  other  House  of  Parliament,  be- 
cause, for  other  reasons,  all  sensible 
men,  there  and  elsewhere,  desired  to 
keep  the  noble  Marquess  in  power ;  but 
it  was  a  Bill  which,  with  whatever  good 
intentions  it  might  have  been  con- 
ceived, would  neither  settle  the  ques- 
tion, strengthen  the  Government,  nor 
satisfy  the  country.  He  (Lord  Bra- 
boume) would  not  take  upon  himself  the 
responsibility  of  moving  the  rejection  of 
this  Bill ;  bat  if  such  a  Motion  should 
be  made  he  would  feel  bound  to  sup- 
port it. 

The  PEIME  MINISTER   and   SE- 
CRETARY  OF  STATE  fob  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury): 
In  moving  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill  without  making  any  observations,  I 
was  actuated    by  the    desire  to  spare 
your  Lordships  an  unnecessary  speecli, 
as  I  had  already  spoken  on  the  question 
upon  the  first  reading,  and  I  think  I 
followed  the  rule  upon  such  matters.  As 
regards  the  speech  of  my  noble  Friend, 
(Lord    Braboume)   his    remarks    were 
more  properly  applicable  to  the  second 
reading,   and  I    regret  that  the  well* 
known  diffidence  of  the  noble  Lord  pre- 
vented him  making  his  speech  then.     I 
did  not  know  precisely  to  what  points  I 
ought  to  address  myself  in  the  speech,  of 
the  noble  Lord,  because  he  took  a  verj 
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wide  range.     I  understood  in  the  earlier 
part  of  his  speech  he  was  contending 
that  tithe  ought  to  be  divided  into  four 
parts,  of  which  only  one  part  should  go 
to  the  clergy,  and  that  we  ought  to  do 
that  on  the  strength  of  an  observation 
made  by  Pope  Gregory  the  Ghreat  at  the 
end  of  the  sixth  century.  If  the  opposite 
doctrinehas  been  accepted  durinfi;the  cen- 
turies that  have  since  elapsed,  I  think  that 
is  as  good  a  title,  based  on  prescription, 
as  the  clergy  could  wish  to  have.    The 
noble  Lord  spoke  of  the  enormous  ad- 
Tantage  which  the  Church  had  derived 
in  1836  from  getting  a  Parliamentary 
tide.    I  am  not  quite  sure  that  I  appre- 
ciate the  advantages  of  a  Parliamentary 
title,  after  the  experience  of  recent  years. 
I  am  inclined  to  define  a  Parliamentary 
title  as  a  title  which  Parliament  thinks 
itself  entitled  to  upset;  at  all  events  a 
prescription  of  1,000  years  seems  to  be 
superior  to  a  Parliamentary  title.     But 
then  a  change  seemed  to  come  over  the 
noble  Lord's  opinions  in  the  course  of 
his  speech,  and  he  makes  a  proposition 
which  would  make  the  hair  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  stand  on  end — 
namely,  that  the  payment  of  the  clergy 
should  be  put  on  the  general  taxation  of 
the  country.    Neither  of  these  two  pro- 
positions appears  to  me  to  be  sufficiently 
within  the  range  of  practical  politico. 
Perhaps,  however,  the  oest  thing  I  can 
do  in  answer  to  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Ix)rd  is  to  re-state,  in  a  very  few  words, 
viiae  the  object  of  the  Bill  is.    That  ob- 
ject is  to  relieve  both  the  titheowner  and 
the  farmer  from  grievances  under  which 
they  at  present  suffer — the  titheowner 
that  he  has  to  recover  a  tithe  from  the 
person  who  does  not  owe    it,  and  the 
^mer  h'om  the  grievance  that  though 
iiedoes  not  really  owe  it  he  is  called 
iipon  to  pay  it.    I  am  aware  that  the 
wner  is  put  into  that  position  by  his 
own  act — by  an  agreement  made  with  his 
landlord — but  the  inconvenience  of  the 
pocess  is   unquestionably    very  great, 
Waose  all  variations  in  the  amount  of 
tithe  fall  upon  the  farmer  and  are  felt 
by  him  in  bad  times,  causing  much  ex- 
^aperation,  owing  to  the  farmer  having 
^  bear  the  brunt  of  the  payment  at  a 
time  when  he  can  least  afford  it,  and 
hmng  him  subject,  if  he  does  not  pay 
it,  to  a  procees — that  of  distraint — which 
we  know  from  experience  is  singularly 
ttlcolated  to  exdte  popular  feeling.   The 
agitation  is  going  on  in  Wales  and  in 


some  of  the  western  and  southern  coun- 
ties of  England  at  this  time.  I  could 
easily  produce  most  effective,  striking, 
and  I  might  almost  say  heartrending 
appeals  from  the  clergy  in  those  parts  of 
the  country,  asking  Parliament  to  come 
to  their  succour  by  providing  some  mode 
of  recovering  the  tithe  that  is  due  other 
than  that  of  levying  by  distraint,  as  the 
state  of  popularfeelingmakesthatremedy 
almost  absolutely  useless,  involves  great 
expenditure,  and  leaves  a  bitterness  of 
feeling  behind  that  it  is  difficidt  for  them 
to  overcome.  There  is  a  great  political 
danger  in  the  present  state  of  things.  It 
is  not  merely  that  the  clergy  cannot 
obtain  what  is  their  due,  and  that  a 
burden  is  placed  on  the  farmer  which 
appears  to  him  to  be  a  hardship,  but 
ill-feeling  is  thus  being  gradually 
fomented  against  one  of  the  institutions 
of  this  country  which  may  cause  great 
embarrassment  in  the  future.  It  is  to 
put  an  end  to  this  state  of  things  that 
the  present  Bill  is  introduced,  and  I  do 
not  believe  that  any  injustice  will  be 
caused  by  this  Bill.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  it  is  the  land  and  the  land 
only  that  is  liable  for  the  tithe.  The 
occupier  never  has  been,  and  is  not  now, 
by  law  liable.  What  is  liable  is  the 
gross  produce  of  the  land.  If  land 
yields  no  produce,  then  there  is  no  tithe 
due.  That  has  been  the  case  hitherto, 
and  that  will  still  be  the  case  under  this 
Bill.  Though  the  Bill  makes  the  land- 
owner liable  for  the  tithe,  it  really  only 
provides  a  change  of  procedure,  sub- 
stituting the  simpler  procedure  of  the 
County  Court  in  the  place  of  the  ancient 
and  exasperating  procedure  of  distraint. 
The  noble  Lord  raised  again  the  ques- 
tion whether  there  ought  not  to  be  a 
change  in  the  bargain  made  in  1836  on 
account  of  the  changed  circumstances 
since  that  time.  I  waited  for  him  to 
state  his  case,  and  I  expected  that  he 
would  produce  figures  to  show  that 
tithe  in  those  days  was  less  valuable 
than  it  has  become  since,  and  to  show 
the  difference  between  tithe  levied  under 
the  old  law  and  under  the  present  law. 
But  he  did  nothing  of  the  kind.  I  do 
not  think  that  this  can  be  shown.  I 
still  believe  that,  if  you  look  at  the 
prices  of  produce  as  it  is  now,  and  the 
prices  in  1836  you  will  find  that  prices 
are  still  higher  than  they  were  at  that 
time.  The  price  of  grain  has,  no  doubt, 
fallen,   but  the  other  produce  of  the 
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land  is  more  valuable  than  it  was  in 
1836,  and  therefore  the  settlement  of 
1836  is  more  advantageous  to  the  land- 
owner than,  if  he  remained  under  the 
old  law.  The  noble  Lord  did  not  make 
out  the  shadow  of  a  case  for  reopening 
the  question  of  valuation  and  tearing 
up  the  bargain  which  Parliament  made 
in  1836.  I  do  not  think  that  this 
suggestion  of  the  noble  Lord  has  any 
support  in  this  House,  and  I  shall  not. 
therefore,  detain  your  Lordships  any 
longer  on  this  point.  I  acknowledge 
that  the  Bill  only  touches  the  fringe  of 
a  very  large  subject,  and  that  it  touches 
only  that  part  of  the  subject  with  which 
we  can  hope  most  successfully  to  deal 
with ;  but  I  deny  that,  because  the 
area  the  remedy  covers  is  small,  there- 
fore the  remedy  ought  not  to  be  applied, 
or  that,  because  certain  great  difficulties 
are  beyond  our  powers,  we  should  not 
address  ourselves,  where  we  can,  to 
solve  those  smaller  difficulties  which  are 
within  our  reach. 

Motion  agreed  to :  House  in  Committee 
accordingly. 

Clause  I  (Short  title). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, Amendment  made,  in  page  1, 
line  23,  to  leave  out  (**  personally  "). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Marquess  of 
Salirbubt,  Amendment  made,  in  page  1, 
line  5,  to  leave  out  (**  recovery")- 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  (Personal  liability  of  owner 
of  lands  for  tithe  rent-charge). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Marquess  of 
Salisbury,  Amendment  made,  in  page  1, 
line  17,  to  leave  out  (**  occupier  of  the 
land  ")  and  insert  {**  lands  liable  to  the 
payment  thereof"). 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  1,  lines  19 
to  24,  leave  out  Sub-section  2. — {^The 
JUarquees  of  Salishury.) 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY,  in 
opposing  the  Amendment,  said,  that  the 
Bill  gave  no  new  right  to  the  tithe- 
owner,  whose  only  remedy,  up  to  the 
present  time,  had  been  that  of  distraint. 
There  could  not  ba^^greater  mistake 
than  to  assume  thaflpkigland  was  par- 
oelled  out  among  ^arge  landowners. 
Although  he  would  be  glad  to  see  a 
larger  number  of  owners,  there  were 
still  many  owners  who  were  not  large 
landowners,   and   it  was    really    those 
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owners,  as  well  as  the  titheowners  and 
the  agriculturists,  who  were  suffering 
most  from  agricultural  depression.  They 
were  men  of  influence  in  their  various 
districts,  and  still  formed  a  yeoman 
class.  These  men  would  regret  the 
withdrawal  of  this  concession  as  a  great 
grievance,  and  the  withdrawal  of  it 
would  be  likely  to  prevent  the  passing 
of  the  Bill,  or  to  interfere  with  the 
working  of  it.  He  believed  that  the 
concession  embodied  in  the  sub-section 
was  only  a  just  and  wise  concession  to 
make. 

The  Bishop  of  LONDON,  in  support- 
ing the  Amendment,  said,  it  was  not  a 
one-sided    bargain,     because     account 
ought  to  be  taken  of  the  2nd  sub- section 
of  Clause  3 — which  limits   arrears  re- 
coverable to  the  profit  of  the  land.  That 
would  considerably  diminish  the  claims 
of  the  titheowner.     Hitherto,  his  claim 
had  stood  first,  replacement  of  farmers* 
capital  second,  the  profit  of  the  farmer 
third,  and    the    rent   of  the   landlord 
fourth.     But    the   2nd    sub-section  of 
Clause  3  put  the  tithe  rent-charge  after 
the  replacement  of  capital  and  after  the 
profit  of  the  farmer,  and  made  it  only 
precede  the  actual  rent.    At  present,  the 
claim  of  the  titheowner  was  a  perfectly 
clear  one ;  but,  under  the  Bill,  it  would 
be  a  question  for  the  Court  to  decide. 
There  was  no  doubt  there  would  be  a 
number  of  losses  under  the  2nd  sub- 
section of  the  3rd  clause. 

The  Earl  of  SELBORNE,  who  had 
also  given  Notice  of  his  intention  to 
move  the  omission  of  this  sub-section , 
supported  the  Amendment. 

Lord  BR  AM  WELL  also  supported 
the  Amendment  on  the  ground  that  the 
titheowner  would  lose  5  per  cent,  for 
which  he  received  no  benefit  in  return , 
and  the  landowner  would  get  5  per  cent 
for  no  reason  whatever. 

Lold  BRABOURNE  said,  he  hoped 
his  noble  Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment would  consent  to  modify ,  in- 
stead of    striking  out,  the  sub-section 
which  gave  the  5  per  cent  reduction  for 
prompt  payment.  Their  Lordships  could. 
now  show  that  they  desired  to  benefit, 
not  themselves,  but  that  class  of  small 
owners  upon  whom   the  depression    oC 
the  times  weighed  so  heavily.  He  woul 
propose    that    the    section    should      b 
amended,  so  that  relief  should  be  g^ive 
not  to  all  owners,  but  to  owners  o£  1 
than  50  or  100  acres  of  land,  who  wou\ 
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fairly  represent  the  class  with  which 
they  all  sympathized,  and  whom  they 
could  thus,  to  some  small  extent,  relieve. 
The  Makqttess  of  SALISBURY  said, 
that  many  clergy  collected  their  own 
tithes,  and  many  tithes  were  collected 
at  small  costs,  and  upon  the  whole,  it 
would  be  better  to  omit  the  words. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  3  (Recovery  of  tithe  rent-charge 
from  the  owner). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Marquess  of 
Sausbury,  the  following  Amendments 
made: — In  page  1,  line  27,  leave  out 
(**maybe  sued  for  such  arrears");  in 
line  28,  leave  out  ("for");  in  line  30, 
leave  out  (**  so  sued"),  and  insert  (** sued 
by  virtue  of  this  Act ") ;  and  in  page  2, 
line  25,  after  ("judgment")  insert  ("for 
such  arrears  or  sum  "). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Marquess  of 
Salisbury,  the  following  Amendment 
made : — In  page  1,  line  27,  after  ("pay- 
able"), insert — 

(*'Sach  arrears  together  with  the  full  costs 
of  recovering  the  same  shall  be  recoverable 
from"). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Earl  of  Sel- 

BOBNE,  the  following  Amendment  made: 

—In  page  2,  line  7,    after  ("land"), 

add— 

("When  the  owner  so  sued  is  not  himself 
the  occupier  of  the  lands,  the  rent  received  or 
recsivable  by  such  owner  in  respect  thereof 
shall  be  deemed,  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act, 
to  be  the  profit  of  the  land  "). 

On  the  Motion  of  the  Earl  of  Skl- 

BoaiTE,  the  following  Amendment  made : 

— In  Sub- section  6,    page  2,  line    39, 

after  ("  therein  ")  add— 

(•*  When  the  owner  of  any  land  in  his  own 
occupation  has  been  assessed  to  the  poors  rate 
in  respect  thereof  on  a  valuation  exceeding  the 
amount  of  the  tithe  rentcharge  for  any  such 
period  of  twelve  months,  the  tithe  rentcharge 
shall  not  be  deemed  to  exceed  the  profit  of  the 
lands  darings  snch  period"). 

Earl  BEAUCHAMP,  in  reference  to 
the  subject  under  notice,  said,  he  wished 
to  point  out  that  the  section  which  gave 
the  Court  power  to  make  orders  against 
the  landowner,  did  not  provide  for  the 
catv*  of  farms  being  thrown  upon  the 
landowner  in  a  had  state  of  cultivation, 
and  which  required  a  large  outlay  to 
bring  them  into  a  good  state,  but  before 
that  was  done,  had  produced  no  return. 
During  the  past  few  years  it  had  hap- 


pened to  him  to  have,  from  time  to 
time,  farms  put  on  his  hands  in  a  state 
of  inferior  cultivation.  By  a  sufficient 
outlay  those  farms  had  been  brought 
into  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  but 
while  they  had  been  in  the  hands  of  the 
landowner  no  profit  had  been  received. 
As  he  understood  this  sub-section,  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  owner  who 
cultivated  his  own  land  in  these  circum- 
stances would  be  exonerated  from  the 
payment  of  tithe  rent-charge.  He  did 
not  think  this  was  fair,  and  he  trusted 
words  would  be  inserted  to  guard 
against  the  application  of  the  sub- 
section as  he  stated  it. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  said, 
his  noble  Friend  must  remember  that 
under  the  old  Law  of  Tithe,  if  there  was 
no  produce  there  was  no  tithe;  and 
under  the  law  as  it  existed,  if  there  was 
not  sufficient  distraint,  there  was  no 
tithe,  unless  the  person  interested  took 
the  land  into  his  own  hands.  Their 
Lordships  might  assume  that,  as  re- 
garded cultivation,  most  persons  would 
act  on  the  ordinary  principles  of  profit 
and  loss;  but  if  the  cultivation  pro- 
duced no  profit  the  payment  of  tithe 
would  cease. 

Amendment  moved, 

In  page  2,  line  20,  after  ("  trust  '*)  add  ('*  it 
shall  in  every  such  case  be  incumbent  upon  the 
owner  to  specify,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court, 
the  property  held  upon  such  trust,  and  the 
court  shall  have  power  thereupon  to  order  exe- 
cution to  issue  against  such  property,  by  all  or 
any  such  ways  and  means  as  would  have  been 
proper  if  the  same  had  belonged  to  the  owner 
for  his  own  benefit*';. — {The  Earl  of  Selhorne.) 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  said, 
that  he  had  no  objection  to  accept  the 
words. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved, 

In  line  30,  at  end  of  line  insert  as  a  separate 
sub-section  :  —  "  Arrears  of  tithe  i*entcharge 
may  be  recovered  in  the  county  court  for  the 
district  in  which  the  lands  charged  with  such 
tithe  rentcharge  or  any  part  of  such  lands  are  or 
is  situate,  and  may,  whatever  the  amount  of 
such  arrears,  be  recoverable  with  full  costs,  and 
where  it  is  shown  to  the  county  court  that  by 
reason  either  of  the  absence  of  the  owner  of 
such  lands  or  of  tho  difiiculty  of  ascertaining 
the  person  "nho  is  tho  owner  thereof,  there  is 
likely  to  be  delay  in  tho  jmyment  of  any  sum 
adjudged  to  ))<•  paid  for  «»ich  anearH.  the  court 
may,  in  adjudging  payment  of  the  arrears  or 
any  sum  in  respect  thereof,  order  that  in  th« 
event  of  the  non-payment  of  puth  arrears  or 
sum  within  the  timo  limited  by  the  judgment, 
the  ppi'son  in  that  behalf  named  in  the  judg- 
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mont  shall  be  receiver  and  manager  of  the 
lands  charged  with  such  tithe  rentcharge,  and 
upon  the  expiration  of  the  said  time,  without 
payment  having  been  made,  the  person  so 
named  shall,  without  any  further  order  of  the 
court,  become  a  manager  and  receiver  of  the 
said  lands  as  if  he  had  at  the  date  of  such  expi- 
ration been  apppointed  by  the  court." — {The 
Marqueaa  of  StUishury.) 

Lord  BRAMWELL  said,  he  thought 
it  important  to  distinguish  who  was  the 
owner,  and  he  would  suggest  that  some 
obligation  should  be  put  upon  the  occu- 
pier upon  request  to  say  who  was 
owner.  The  Bill  in  some  cases,  he 
thought,  seemed  to  contemplate  that 
there  would  always  be  an  owner  and 
an  occupier,  not  bearing  in  mind  that 
a  person  might  be  both  owner  and 
occupier  in  some  instances. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  HERSCHELL  said,  cases  might 
arise  in  which  a  man  might  let  his  son 
or  some  other  person  into  occupation  of 
land  without  paying  rents,  or  where  in 
consideration  of  a  lump  sum  a  smaU  rent 
was  taken.  In  these  cases,  there  would 
be  no  profit,  in  the  first  instance,  because 
there  was  no  rent ;  and,  in  the  second,  a 
smaller  profit  than  was  really  due  by 
reason  of  the  reduced  rent.  These  were 
matters  which  would  require  considera- 
tion before  Report. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  said, 
that  there  would  be  a  beneficial  occupa- 
tion; but  the  question  would  receive 
consideration. 

The  Earl  of  SELBORNE  moTed  an 
Amendment,  to  the  effect  that,  when  the 
owner  of  any  land  in  his  own  occupation 
was  assessed  to  the  poor  rate  on  a  valua- 
tion exceeding  the  tithe  rent-charge,  the 
tithe  rent-charge  should  not  be  deemed 
to  exceed  the  profit  of  the  lands. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  said, 
that  what  the  Amendment  meant  was, 
that  after  an  owner  of  land  had  exer- 
cised all  due  diligence  to  let  his  land 
and  had  been  unsuccessful,  thereupon 
becoming  the  occupier  himself,  the  Poor 
Law  valuation  was  to  be  taken  as  the 
net  profit  of  the  land.  He  objected  to 
that,  because  it  was  contrary  to  the 
whole  principle  of  the  Bill,  which  was 
that  the  owner  was  to  be  liable  for  what 
he  had  actually  received.  A  great  deal 
of  land  was  not  even  cultivated ;  but  he 
knew  of  no  case  in  which  tlie  Poor  Law 
valuation  regarded  land  as  worth  no- 
thing. 


The  Marquess  op  SALISBURY  said, 
that  it  was  not  from  what  the  land  was 
estimated  to  bear  from  year  to  year  that 
the  assessment  was  determined,  but  from 
the  value  taken  over  a  long  average  of 
time.  The  practice  proposed  by  the 
Amendment  would,  therefore,  have  a 
disturbing  effect. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

Amendment  movedf 

In  page  2,  line  39,  after  Suh-section  6,  add 
following  paragraph : — "  If  the  owner  of  the 
lands  liahle  to  tithe  rentoharge  shall  also  he 
the  occupier  thereof,  the  wages  of  lahoar  and 
all  other  expenses  of  cultivation,  including  inte- 
rest at  five  pounds  per  centum  upon  the  capital 
invested  in  the  stock,  implements,  and  similar 
things,  shall  he  charged  against  the  lands  for 
each  twelve  months  hefore  any  rent  or  profit  is 
deemed  to  accrue  from  the  said  lands.  — {The 
Earl  of  Camper  down.) 

Amendment  negatived. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Amendment  movedf  after  Clause  3,  add 
new  Clause  (A.) : 

(Attachment  of  rent.) 

*<  (1.)  It  shall  he  lawful  for  the  judge  of  any 
county  court  having  jurisdiction  in  the  place 
where  any  lands  on  which  tithe  rentcharge  is 
charged  are  situate,  although  no  action  for  the 
recovery  thereof  may  he  then  depending,  upon 
aflidavit  made  hy  the  person  to  whom  such  tithe 
rentcharge  is  due,  or  hy  any  person  on  his 
hehalf  who  can  swear  positively  to  the  facta, 
stating  that  the  tithe  rentcharge  charged  upon 
such  lands,  or  any  part  thereof,  has  heen  oue, 
and  in  arrear  for  not  less  than  three  months 
after  the  same  has  hecome  payahle,  and  bUU  re- 
mains unsatisfied,  and  verifying  the  amount  so 
due  and  unsatisfied,  and  that  any  person  other 
than  the  owner  is  in  occupation  of  such  lands, 
as  a  tenant  holding  to  the  best  of  the  deponent's 
belief  under  such  owner,  and  liahle  to  pay  rent 
to  him  in  respect  of  such  occupation,  to  order 
that  any  rent  then  due  from  such  occap3ring 
tenant  to  such  owner,  or  thereafter  to  hecome 
due  from  him  to  such  owner  until  all  such  tithe 
rentchnrge  so  in  arrears  shall  be  fully  paid  and 
satisfied,  shall  be  attached  to  answer  and  pay 
the  tithe  rentcharge  so  in  arrear ;  and  by  the 
same  or  any  subsequent  order,  it  may  be  oraernd. 
that  such  occupying  tenant  shall  appear  before 
the  court  as  the  judge  thereof  may  appoint,  to 
show  cause  why  he  &ould  not  pay  to  the  per« 
son  to  whom  such  tithe  rentcharge  is  due  the 
rent  then  due,  or  thereafter  to  become  due  from 
him  to  such  owner,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
be  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  amount  of  the  rent* 
charge  so  due  and  in  arrear  as  aforesaid. 

**  (2.)  Service  of  an  order  whereby  the  rent 
so  due  or  to  become  due  as  aforesaid  to  ttie 
owner  of  such  lands  ehall  be  attached,  or  notice 
thereof  given  to  such  occupying  tenant  in  siiel^ 
manner  as  the  court  shall  direct,  shall  bind  i^ix 
the  rent  so  due,  and  which  shall  thencefortli 
until  the  rentcharge  so  in  arrear  shall  be  fp^\j 
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p&id  and  satiBfied,  accrue  or  become  due  in  the 
handfl  of  such  occupying  tenant. 

*'(3.)  If,  out  of  the  rent  so  due,  or  which 
Bhallhave  so  accrued  and  become  due  as  afore- 
said, the  occupying  tenant,  on  whom  such  order 
for  attachment  of  rent  shall  have  been  served, 
or  to  whom  notice  thereof  shall  have  been 
giTen  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  not,  on  demand 
duly  made  by  the  person  entitled  to  such  tithe 
lentcharge,  pay  the  same,  or  so  much  thereof 
as  such  rent  as  aforesaid  shall  extend  to  satisfy, 
the  person  entitled  to  such  tithe  rentcharge 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  proceed  against  such  oc- 
cupying tenant  by  wnt,  to  be  issued  on  an  ex 
parte  application  out  of  the  said  court,  calling 
npon  him  to  show  cause  why  there  should  not 
be  execution  against  him  for  the  amount  of  the 
tithe  rentcharge  so  in  arrear,  or  for  the  amount 
of  the  rent  then  due  from  him  to  the  owner  as 
aforesaid,  if  less  than  the  amount  of  the  tithe 
rentcharge  so  in  arrear,  and  also  for  costs  ;  and, 
Tinless  such  cause  shall  be  shown  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  judge,  the  court  shall  thereupon 
order  execution  to  issue  in  a  summary  way,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  judgment  for  such 
amount  had  been  recovered  in  an  action  duly 
brought  in  sach  court. 

**  f4.)  Payment  by,  or  execution  levied  upon, 
an  occupying  tenant  under  any  such  attach- 
ment or  proceeding  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  a 
Talid  discharge  to  him,  as  against  such  owner 
as  aforesaid,  to  the  amount  ot  the  rent  so  paid 
orierzed. 

*'  (5.)  In  any  proceeding  taken  in  any  court 
under  this  section  notice  of  such  proceeding 
shall  be  given  to  the  owner,  or  left  at  his  last 
ttnal  place  of  residence  (if  known),  at  such 
time  and  in  such  manner  as  the  court  shall 
direct,  unless  there  shall  be  any  difficulty  iu 
aiceitaining  or  discovering  such  owner,  or  in 
giving  such  notice,  in  which  case  the  court 
shall  have  power  to  dispense  with  the  same. 

"(6.)  The  costs  of  any  application  for  an 
attachment  of  rent  under  this  Act,  and  of  any 
proceedings  consequent  thereon,  shall  be  in  the 
diacretion  of  the  court.**— ( The  Earl  of  Selhome.) 

The  Eari.  of  KIMBERLEY  opposed 
the  insertioii  of  the  proposed  clause. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Halsbxtby)  said,  he  thought  it  ought 
to  be  inserted,  so  that  a  fuller  opinion 
might  be  taken  as  regarded  it. 

LoBD  MONK  BRETTON  said,  that 
if  the  new  clause  was  inserted,  much  of 
the  good  which  was  anticipated  from 
the  Bill  would  be  undone.  Under  the 
Irish  Tithe  Act  a  Receiver  was  ap- 
pointed. 

The  Makqttess  of  SALISBURY  said, 
that  he  would  accept  the  clause.  On  the 
whole,  it  perhaps  would  be  better  to 
take  the  opinion  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons upon  it. 

New  Clause  agreed  to,  and  added  to  the 
Bill 


Clauses  4,  5,  and  6  separately  agreed 
to. 

Clause  7  (Facilities  for  discharge  of 
land  from  tithe  rent-charge). 

Amendments  made. 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Earl  of  Sel- 
BORNE,  the  following  Amendment  made : 
— In  page  4,  line  10,  to  leave  out 
(**  equal  to")  and  insert  (**not  being 
loss  than.") 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  4,  lines 
16  to  36,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  3. — 
(The  Lord  Bishop  of  London.) 

The  Akchbishop  of  CANTERBURY, 
in  supporting  the  Amendment,  said, 
he  wished  to  point  out  that  the  plan 
proposed  in  that  sub- section  as  to  en- 
dowment trustees  would  be  attended 
with  great  expense,  with  constant  change 
as  to  the  trustees,  and  also  with  great 
risks  as  to  the  securities. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  said, 
he  woidd  accept  the  Amendment,  re- 
serving to  himself  the  power  of  sug- 
gesting alterations  at  a  future  stage. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Lord  Bishop 

of  London,  the  following  Amendments 

made :  —  In    page   4,    line    38,    after 

(**sole")  insert  (**or  aggregate,  or  to 

the    Ecclesiastical    Commissioners    for 

England  ") ;  in  lines  40  to  43,  leave  out 

(**  invested  by  them ")  to  the  end  of 

Sub-section  4,  and  insert — 

(**  Carried  hy  them  to  the  redeemed  tithe  fund 
herein-after  mentioned,  and  invested  together 
with  that  fund,  and  the  Ecclesiastical  Commis- 
sioners shall  pay  out  of  that  fund  to  the  person 
who  would  otherwise  have  been  entitled  to  re- 
ceive the  tithe  rentcharge  redeemed  such  annual 
sum  as  at  the  time  of  the  redemption  the  Com- 
missioners may  determine  to  he  the  net  annual 
sum  available  for  such  person  out  of  the  re- 
demption money  ") ; 

and  in  page  5,  line  2,  leave  out  (''  par« 
son  or  "). 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  8  (Supplemental  provision  as 
to  endowment  trustees). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Lord  Bishop 
of  London,  Clause  struck  out  of  the 
Bill. 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Lord  Bishop 
of  London,  the  following  new  Clauses 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  stand  part  of 
the  Bill. 

New  Clause  8  — 
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(Provision  for  redemption  of  tithe 
rentcharge). 

'*(!.)  Any  person  desirous  of  discharging  his 
lands  from  liability  to  tithe  rentcharge  payable 
to  any  ecclesiastical  corporation,  or  to  the  Eccle- 
siastical Commissioners  for  England  (in  this 
Act  referred  to  as  the  Ecclesiastical  Commis- 
sioners) may  redeem  the  said  tithe  rentcharge 
by  the  payment  of  an  annuity  of  such  amount 
and  for  such  term  of  years  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  with  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners. 

"  (2.)  The  annuity  sliall  be  payable  to  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  and  shall  be 
carried  by  them  to  a  separate  fund,  in  this  Act 
referred  to  as  the  redeemed  tithe  fund. 

"(3.)  There  shall  be  payable  in  perpetuity 
out  of  the  redeemed  tithe  fund  to  the  person 
who  would  otherwise  have  been  entitled  to  re- 
ceive the  tithe  rentcharge.  such  annual  sum  as 
is  determined  in  manner  herein-after  men- 
tioned to  represent  the  net  income  derived  from 
the  tithe  rentcharge. 

*'  (4.)  The  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  shall 
pay  out  of  the  redeemed  tithe  fund  all  sums 
properly  incurred  by  them  in  or  incidental  to 
the  execution  of  this  section,  and  subject  thereto 
shall  invest  the  same  in  any  securities  in  which 
they  can  by  law  invest  their  common  fund,  and 
the  dividends  and  income  arising  from  such 
securities  shall  be  carried  to  the  redeemed  tithe 
fund  and  applied  in  like  manner  as  directed  by 
this  Act  with  respect  to  that  fund. 

"  (5.)  A  person  desirous  of  discharging  his 
lands  from  any  tithe  rentcharge  by  an  annuity 
under  this  section  shall  apply  to  the  Eccle- 
siastical Commissioners,  and  those  Commis- 
sioners shall  thereupon  name  the  annual  amount 
which  they  consider  ought  to  represent  the  net 
income  derived  from  that  tithe  rentcharge,  and 
the  amount  and  duration  of  the  annuity  by 
which  the  same  is  to  be  redeemed,  and  shall 
send,  if  the  tithe  rentcharge  is  payable  to  the 
parson  of  a  benefice  having  the  cure  of  souls, 
to  the  incumbent  and  the  patron  of  the  bene- 
fice, and  if  the  tithe  rentcharge  is  payable  to 
any  other  ecclesiastical  corporation,  to  that  cor- 
poration, notice  of  the  annual  amount  which 
they  consider  ought  to  represent  the  net  income 
derived  from  the  tithe  rentcharge,  and  before 
finally  determining  such  annual  amount  and 
agreeing  with  the  applicant  on  the  annuity, 
shall  consider  and  have  due  regard  to  any  ob- 
jections to  such  amount  which  may  be  sent  to 
them  within  one  month  after  such  notice. 

'*  (6. )  When  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners 
have  agreed  with  the  applicant  upon  an  annuity 
under  this  section,  they  shall  certify  the  same 
to  the  Land  Commissioners,  and  thereupon  the 
Land  Commissioners  shall  issue  a  certificate 
discharging  the  lands  from  liability  to  the  tithe 
rentcharge  redeemed  by  the  annuity,  and 
charging  the  lands  with  the  annuity,  and  there- 
upon the  annuity  shall  during  the  specified 
period  be  a  rentchaige  issuing  out  of  the  said 
lands,  and  be  charged  thereon  in  priority  to  all 
other  charges  and  incumbrances  whatsoever, 
««xtej)t  land  tax.  Crown  rentt?,  chief  rents,  and 
<|iiit  nnts,  and  bo  rocovorHbU*  in  like  manner  as 
any  otbrr  rontcharm;  i.s  rocovorablf  by  law,  and 
.■*hall  not  l»c  liabln  to  any  jukm-  or  otiior  local 
rale  or  to  land  tax. 

•*  (7.)  The  owner  of  any  lands  charged  with 
the  payment  of  an  annuity  under  this  section 


may  at  any  time  determine  such  annuity  by 
payment  of  a  capital  sum  of  such  amount  as 
may  be  agreed  upon  with  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners.  Ijpon  payment  of  the  said 
capital  sum,  the  determination  of  the  annuity 
shall  be  certified  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Commis- 
sioners to  the  Land  Commissioners,  and  there- 
upon the  Land  Commissioners  shall  issue  a 
certificate  of  such  determination,  and  the  certi- 
ficate shall  discharge  the  lands  from  liability 
for  the  annuity. 

*'  (8.)  The  said  capital  sum  shall  be  carried 
to  the  redeemed  tithe  fund,  and  be  applied  in 
like  manner  as  directed  by  this  Act  with  respect 
to  that  fund. 

"(9.)  Any  tenant  for  life  or  person  having 
the  powers  of  a  tenant  for  life  under  the 
Settled  Land  Act,  1 8S2,  also  any  person  having 
power  under  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation 
Act,  1845,  to  sell  land  by  agreement  in  pur- 
suance of  that  Act  shall  have  power  to  agree 
with  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  for  the 
redemption  of  tithe  rentcharge  under  this  Act, 
and  any  money  which  may  by  law  be  applied 
in  the  redemption  of  tithe  rentcharge  charged 
on  any  lands  may  be  applied  in  payment  of  a 
capital  sum  for  the  determination  of  an  annuity 
charged  under  this  Act  on  such  lands.*' 

New  Clause,  to  follow  new  Clause  8 — 

(Compulsory  redemption  of  small  sums  of 
tithe  rentcharge.) 

**  (1.)  Where  the  total  amount  of  tithe  rent- 
charge  which  is  payable  to  an  ecclesiastical  cor- 
poration or  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners, 
and  is  charged  on  the  lands  of  the  same  owner, 
does  not  exceed  two  pounds,  the  person  for  the 
time  being  entited  to  the  tithe  rentcharge  may 
by  notice  in  writing  require  such  owner  to  re- 
deem the  same  by  payment  to  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners  either  of  a  capital  sum  equal  to 
twentt/'One  times  the  amount  of  tithe  rentcharge 
fixed  by  the  apportionment  or  any  altered 
apportionment,  or  of  an  annuity  of  ffty^two 
years  calculated  at  the  rate  of  one  pound  tixteen 
shillings  for  every  two  pounds  of  tithe  rent- 
charge  fixed  by  the  apportionment  or  any 
altered  apportionment. 

**  (2.)  If  within  six  months  after  such  notice 
has  been  served  on  the  owner,  the  said  capital 
sum  has  not  been  paid,  the  Ecclesiastical  Com- 
missioners  may    certify  the    amocmt    of    tbe 
annuity  to  the  Land  Commissioners,  and  aball 
satisfy  the  Land  Commissioners  that  the    a&id 
notice  had  been  duly  served,  and  if  the  Land 
Commissioners  are  so  satisfied,  the  proviriona  of 
this  Act  shall  apply  as  if   such  annuity  liad 
been  agreed  upon  between  the   Ecclesiaatical 
Commissioners  and  the  owner  of  the  land. 

*'  (3.)  A  notice  for  the  purposes  of  thia  aec- 
tion  shall  be  served  on  the  owner  by  aervin^ 
the  same  either  on  him  or  on  the  person  actoall  v 
receiving  the  tithe  rentcharge  whether  as  ay^ent 
or  otherwise,  and  by  so  serving  the  same  either 
on    .such    ownor   or   p'-rson  personally,    or    >>v 
kavini?    thi*    sunn'    at   his   most    usual    oi-     l«.^i 
known  place  of  al»ode  in  England.     Sti^K  notice 
may    also  hv  srrvrd  by  post,    :ind    it    .nluill    >k* 
Mifiiciont  in  provini;  such  ">*">rvicc  to  prov<»  tHa* 
the  notice  was  prepaid  and  properly  '»<i4r<>s«f»«\ 
and  put  into  the  post  office,  and  the  same  ahall 
be  deemed  to  bo  properly  addressed  if  addr©^^^ 
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to  such  owner  or  person  at  his  most  usual  or 
last  known  place  of  abode  in  England. 

"  (4.)  The  sums  received  by  the  Ecclesiastical 
CommiBsioners  under  this  section  shall  be  ear- 
ned to  the  redeemed  tithe  fund,  and  applied  in 
Jike  manner  as  directed  by  this  Act  with  respect 
to  that  fund,  and  the  (Commissioners  shall  pay 
in  perpetuity  out  of  that  fund  to  the  person 
irho  would  otherwise  be  entitled  to  receive  the 
tithe  rentcharge  redeemed  under  this  section 
BQch  aimual  sum  as  the  Ecclesiastical  Commis- 
aiooers  may  at  the  time  of  the  redemption  de- 
tennine  to  bo  equivalent  for  the  purposes  of 
such  redemption  to  the  net  income  derived  from 
the  tithe  rentcharge.*' 

Clause  9  (Sayings)  verbally  amended, 
and,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  10  (Meaning  of  owner,  and 
liabilities  of  several  owners  and  mode  of 
Bervice  of  writ  on  owner). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Marquess  of 
Sausbtjry,  the  following  Amendments 
made: — 

In  page  6.  line  31,  leave  out  the  first  (**or"), 
ud  insert  ("  means  the  Commissioners  of  Her 
Majesty's  Woods,  and  in  case  of  lands  belonging 
to*');  in  line  32,  leave  out  ("Commissioners 
Md") ;  in  line  33,  after  ("  1836 ")  insert  ("so 
however  that  the  provisions  of  this  Act  with 
lespect  to  persons  holding  lands  in  trust  for  a 
pablic  purpose  shall  apply  to  suchCommissioners 
and  officers,  and  any  sums  recovered  from  the 
Commtsdoners  of  Woods  under  this  Act  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  |>art  of  the  expenses  of  the  manage- 
nest  of  the  land  revenues  of  the  Crown,  and 
ihall  be  payable  out  of  such  money  and  in  such 
manner  as  those  expenses  are  by  law  payable  "); 
ud  in  line  33,  at  end  of  foregoing  paragraph 
('*  Any  reference  in  this  Act  to  a  person  en- 
titled to  tithe  rentcharge  shall,  in  the  case  of 
tithe  rentcharge  belonging  to  the  Queeu  in  right 
of  her  Crown,   mean  the   Commissioners    of 
"Woods,  and  in  the  case  of  tithe  rentcharge 
helooging  to  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  or  to  the 
Ptichy  of  Cornwall,  mean  the  officers  mentioned 
in  section  thirteen  of  the  Tithe  Commutation 
Act>1836"). 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Earl  of  Sel- 
BOHxi,  the  following  new  Clauses 
figreed  to,  and  ordered  to  stand  part  of 
tbeBni:— 

New  Clause  (B.)— 

"Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  alter  or  affect 
the  ord^  or  priority  of  any  tithe  rentcharge, 
u  a  charge  upon  any  land,  as  between  the 
p^non  entitled  thereto  and  any  persons  entitled 
toother  charges  upon  the  same  land.*' 

New  Clause  (C.)  — 

*•(!.)  The  purchase  money  of  land  sold  liy  a 
iniversity  or  college  under  the  Univcrs^Ries  and 
'VJIp^c  £etatca  Act,  IH.'yH,  or  any  other  Act 
tmeodiBg  the  same,  may,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Lsnd  Commissioners,  be  applied  by  the  uni- 
versity or  college  in  the  discharge  of  any  lands 


belonging  thereto  from  liability  to  tithe  rent- 
charge  in  manner  provided  by  this  Act. 

"  (2.)  The  consent  of  the  liand  Commissioners 
shall  be  evidenced  by  an  order  under  their  hands 
and  common  seal  in  the  form  or  to  the  effect  set 
forth  in  tiie  third  schedule  to  this  Act." 

Clause  11  (Definitions). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Marquess  of 
Salisbury,  the  following  Amendment 
made  : — ^In  page  7,  after  line  29,  insert 
as  a  separate  paragraph  ('*The  expres- 
sion '  parson '  means  rector,  vicar,  or 
other  incumbent "). 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to, 

Kemaining  Clauses  agreed  to,  with 
Amendments. 

Memoeandum  as  to  new  Clauses  Peo- 

POSED   BY   THE  BiSHOP  OF  LoNDON. 

**  The  new  clauses  have  been  prepared  wifch 
the  view  of  providing  facilities  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  tithe  rentcharge  without  any  advance  of 
capital,  and  upon  terms  as  easy  as  possible  to 
the  landowner. 

••  It  is  proposed  to  effect  the  redemption  by 
converting  the  permanent  payment  varying  with 
the  •  averages  *  into  a  fixed  payment  by  way  of 
terminable  annuity,  including  principal  and  in 
terest,  for  a  limited  number  of  years. 

"In  order  to  make  the  annual  payment  as 
small  as  possible,  it  is  proposed  to  extend  the 
payment  over  a  term  of  fifty-two  years,  and  to 
reduce  the  rate  of  interest  below  the  rates 
usually  charged  by  the  Public  Works  Loan 
Commissioners  for  advances  made  by  them. 

**  The  rate  of  interest  proposed  to  be  charged 
in  computing  the  terminable  annuity  is  three 
and  five- eighths  per  cent.,  about  one  half  per 
cent,  less  than  the  rate  which  is  usually  charered 
by  the  insurance  offices  for  advances  repayaljle 
by  instalments  over  a  term  of  fifty  years. 

**  The  extinction  of  a  tithe  rentcharge  of  the 
'  commuted  value  '  of  one  hundred  pounds  per 
annum  could  be  secured  upon  these  terms  by  a 
fixed  annual  payment  of  ninety  pounds  for  a 
period  of  fifty-two  years. 

*♦  The  landowner  would  pay  for  a  limited  num- 
ber of  years  a  fixed  payment  ten  per  cent, 
below  the  commuted  amount,  and  should  he 
at  any  time  during  the  term  be  desirous  of  dis- 
charging his  land  from  the  payment,  he  could 
do  so  by  paying,  without  notice,  the  balance  of 
capital  remaining  unpaid  at  the  end  of  any  half 
year  of  the  term. 

**  The  above  terms  are  not,  except  as  respects 
tithe  rentcharge  under  two  pounds,  stated  in 
the  now  clauses,  as  some  variation  in  the  terms 
must  necessarily  be  required  to  meet  exceptional 
cases. 

*•  The  payments,  whether  of  capital  or  by  way 
of  annuity,  would  be  made  to  theEccleaiasticHl 
('oinnuasionors.  -md  cariifd  l»y  them  to  :i  s.pn- 
rato  fund  to  bo  calltMl  the  *  Kcdocmcd  Titho 
Fund.'  Out  of  this  fund  payments  would  In; 
j  made  half-yearly  by  the  Commissioners  to  tho 
owner  of  thf  titlie  rcdcoraod  or  in  course  of  re- 
demption. Tho  payment  to  the  tithe-owner  in 
respect  of  each  one  hundred  pounds  of  *  com- 
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matod  amount '  of  tithe  rentcHarge  would  be 
seventy  pounds,  free  of  all  deductions  excepting 
income  tax.  This  would  be  the  exact  equi- 
valent of  a  sale  at  twenty  years  purchase,  the 
money  being  paid  down  and  invested  in  a  three 
and  a  half  per  cent,  stock  at  par. 

**  These  payments  would  be  charged  upon  the 
*  Redeemed  Tithe  Fund/  and  the  proportions 
of  the  annuities  which  would  provide  the  re- 
quired capital  by  the  end  of  the  term  would  be 
invested  half  yearly  as  they  were  paid. 

"  The  clauses  relating  to  the  compulsory  re- 
demption of  amounts  under  two  pounds  have 
been  prepared  upon  the  same  terms,  and  would 
ensure  the  extinction  of  these  small  payments 
without  inflicting  any  hardship  upon  the  small 
freeholders,  as  they  would  only  have  to  pay  a 
fixed  payment  for  a  definite  number  of  years 
equal  to  nine- tenths  of  the  *  commuted  amount.' 
And  in  the  event  of  their  being  in  a  position  to 
discharge  the  outstanding  balance  of  the  pur- 
chase money,  it  could  be  paid  off  at  the  end  of 
any  half  year  without  notice. 

"  20th  May  1887." 

SOBEDXTLES. 

Second  Schedules  severally  agreed  to. 

On  the  Motion  of  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
London,  the  following  new  Schedule 
agreed  to^  and  ordered  to  stand  part  of  the 
Bill:— 

THIRD    SCHEDULE. 

Form  of  Order  authorising  the  application  of 
Furehate  Money  in  the  Discharge  of  Lands  from 
Liability  to  Tithe  Benicharye. 

Land  Commission. 

In  the  matter  of  the  Universities  and  College 
Estates  Acts,  1858  to  1880,  and  in  the  matter  of 
the  Tithe  Rentoharge  ^Recovery)  Act,  1887,  ex 
parte  [here  state  title  of  university  or  college']. 

Whereas  there  is  now  standing  in  the  books 
of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
England  to  the  credit  of  the  account  of  the 
Land  Commissioners,  ex  parte  [here  state  the 
particular  amount]  the  sum  of  £  [here  insert  the 
amount  of  cash  or  stock]  being  moneys  derived 
from  the  sale  of  certain  lands  belonging  to  the 
said  university  [or  college]  by  virtue  of  certain 
orders  heretofore  issued  oy  the  said  Commis- 
sioners under  the  provisions  of  the  said  Acts. 

And  whereas  a  statement  has  been  submitted 
to  the  said  Commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  said 
university  [or  college]  containing  a  proposal  for 
the  application  of  the  said  sum  of  £ 
[or  the  sum  of  £  part  of  the  said  sum 

of  £  ]  to  [here  name  the  purpose  to 

which  it  is  proposed  to  apply  the  money]  the  said 
application  being  one  within  the  provisions  of 
the  said  Acts. 

Now  the  said  Commissioners  being  of  the 
opinion  upon  consideration  of  the  circumstances 
that  the  proposed  application  of  the  said  money 
will  be  advantageous  and  for  the  interests  of  the 
said  university  [or  college]  and  their  successors, 
do  hereby  direct  that  the  said  sum  of  £ 
[or  the  said  sum  of  £  to  be  paid  or 

raised  out  of  the  said  sum  of  £  ]  now 


standing  to  the  credit  of  the  said  account,  be 
applied  to  the  purpose  aforesaid. 
Witness  their  hands  and  common  seal  this 

day  of  • 

Preamble  agreed  to. 

The  Keport  of  the  said  Amendments 
to  be  received  on  Friday  the  1  Oih  of  June 
next ;  and  Bill  to  he  printed  as  amended. 
(No.  110.) 

AFRICA   (SOUTH)— AFFAIRS  OF 
SWAZILAND. 

QUESTION.       OBSERVATIONS. 

Viscount  MIDLETON,  in  rising  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies,  Whether  the  Government 
have    decided  upon  the  course  to  be 
adopted  with  respect  to  Swaziland,  and 
what  communications    have  been    ad- 
dressed to  or  received  from  the  Fresi- 
sident  of  the  South  African  Republic  on 
the  question?  said,  he  would  remind  their 
Lordships  that  a  continual  incursion  of 
Boers  into  Swaziland  was  going  on,  and  if 
no  steps  were  taken  very  soon,  it  would 
be  extremely  difficult  to  get  them  out  at 
all.    British  rights  were  largely  involved 
in  this  question ;  almost  all  the  mining 
rights  in  the  country  being  in  the  hands 
of  British  subjects,  and  not  only  our  ovni 
fellow-countrymen,  but  the  Natives  espe- 
cially needed  protection  against  a  large 
incursion  of  Boers.    He  hoped  to  hear  a 
satisfactory  assurance  with  respect  to 
Pondoland,  similar  to  that  whicK  was 
made  the  other  day  in  ^*  another  place  " 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  OoloniAs 
with  regard  to  Zululand. 

The    under     SECRETARY     of 
STATE    FOB    the   colonies    (The 
Earl  of  Onslow)  said,   that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had  ascertained  that 
the  Swazi  King  had  made  complaints  to 
the  Transvaal  Government  of  the  action 
of  English  subjects,  precisely  similar  to 
those  made  to  the  Governor  of   l^atal 
with  regard  to  the  Boers.    The  fact  ap- 
peared to  be  that  the  King  had  (ciranted 
grazing  licences  to  the  Boers,  and  had 
also   granted  mining    licences    of    the 
same  groimd.    The  time  of  ye&r   had 
now  come  when  the  Boers  would  take 
advantage  of  these  grazing  concessions, 
and  would   drive  in  their  cattle,    and 
that  was  the  probable  reason  of  theso 
rumours  of  Boer  raids.    The   Qovem* 
ment  of  the  South  African  Republic  liad 
stated  their  belief  that  these  rxLcnourfl 
were  unfounded,  and  had  teleg^raplied 
that  they  knew  full  well  the    ol4iRa* 
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tions  which  the  London  GoDTontion  of 
1884  iniposed  upon  both  parties,  that 
thej  had  always  kept  those  obligations 
in  riew,  and  would  continue  to  do  so. 
Her  Majesty's  GoYemment  were  in- 
formed that  the  Transyaal  Government 
had  sent  a  Commission  to  investigate 
the  position  of  afiPairs,  and  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Gt)Yemment  had  requested  to  be 
fumiehed  with  a  copy  of  their  Beport. 
Looking  at  the  friendly  feeling  of  the 
Hepresentatives  of  the  Transvaal  Qo- 
Ternment,  and  the  desire  which  they 
had  expressed  to  give  effect  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Convention  of  London, 
Her  Majesty's  Government  had  ad- 
dressed a  despatch  to  Sir  Hercules 
Bobinson,  inviting  him  to  consider  whe- 
ther some  joint  action  might  not  be  pos- 
sible between  Her  Majesty's  Government 
And  the  Transvaal  Government  for  the 
maintenance  of  order  in  Swaziland. 

ALLOTMENTS  FOB  OOTTAGBBS  BILL.    [h.L.] 

A  BQl  to  make  better  proTision  with  respect 
to  allotments  for  cottagers — Was  presented  by 
The  Earl  of  Jersey  (for  The  Earl  of  Dimraven) ; 
Wid  !•.    (No.  109.) 

PBIVATE  AND  PBOVISIONAL  OBDBB 

CONFIBMATION  BILLS. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  Nos.  92.  and 
93.be  tnspended ;  and  that  the  time  for  deposit- 
iog  petitions  praying  to  be  heard  against  Pri- 
^  and  Proyisional  Order  Confirmation  Bills, 
yhich  would  otherwise  expire  during  the  ad- 
joornmeot  of  the  House  at  Whitsuntide,  be 
extended  to  the  first  day  on  which  the  House 
>M  lit  after  the  recess. 

House  adjourned  at  Nine  o'clock,  to 

Thursday  the  9th  of  June 

next,  a  quarter  before 

Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS, 
Monday^  23rd  May ,  1887. 
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^IDrOTES.]— New  Mbmber  Sworn -William 
Alexander  M* Arthur,  esquire,  for  the  County 
<rf  Cornwall,  Mid  or  St.  Austell  Division. 

l^'^w.ic  BitLS  —  Ordered  —  Firsi  Heading  — 
lieutenancy  Clerks  Allowances  •  [274]. 

0"w««Ww— Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland) 
[217]  lTM:ei/th  2fight]-^R.T. 

^xavjsioviL  Oedbr  Bills  —  Ordered  ~  First 
^«««V-Tramways  (No.  2)  •  [271] ;  Local 
Qoyemfflent  (Lreland)  (Bally shannon.  Sec)  • 

^TM  MuHnff^CommomB  Regulation  (Ewer)* 
IM71  and|HM»#rf. 


MOTIONS. 


TBAMWAYS   PBOVISIONAL   OBDEBS    (kO.    2) 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Baron  Henry  De  Worms, 
Bill  to  confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders  made 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  under  *'  The  Tramways 
Act,  1870,"  relating  to  Dudley,  Netherton,  Old 
Hill,  and  Cradley  Tramways ;  Newport  Pagnell 
and  District  Tramways ;  Norwich  Tramways ; 
Wolverton  and  Stony  Stratford  Tramways 
(Deanshanger  Extension) ;  and  Worcester  Tram- 
ways, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Baron  Henry 
De  Worms. 
BiU. presented f  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  271 .] 

LOCAL  OOYEBNMBirr  (iBELAND)  PBO- 
TISIONAL  OBDBBS  (bALLTSHANKON,  &0.) 
BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Ck>lonel  King-Harman,  Bill 
to  confirm  certain  Proyisional  Orders  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  Ireland  relating  to 
Waterworks  in  Ballyshannon,  Greencastle,  and 
Einlough,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Colonel 
Eing-Harman. 
Bill  j^r^^^,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  272.] 

LIEUTBNANCT    GLEBES    ALLOWAK0E8    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Brodrick,  Bill  for  amending 
the  Allowances  payable  to  Clerks  of  General 
Meetings  of  Lieutenancy,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Brodrick,  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope, 
and  Mr.  Northcote. 
Bill  presented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  274.] 

QUESTIONS. 

• 

CANADA  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES— 

THE   ANGLO-AMERICAN    FISHERIES 

DISPUTES. 

Mb.  GOURLEY  (Sunderland)  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  he  has  yet  received  a 
reply  from  the  American  Government 
to  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury's  Despatch 
of  the  24th  March,  and  which  contained 
proposals  for  a  settlement  of  the  Anglo- 
American  Fisheries  disputes ;  if  so,  will 
he  be  good  enough  to  favour  the  House 
with  a  synopsis  of  the  answer;  and, 
what  measures  (pending  existing  nego- 
tiations) Her  Majesty's  Government,  in 
conjunction  with  that  of  Canada,  intend 
adopting  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
further  friction  and  ill  feeling  between 
the  two  Governments,  by  the  seizure  of 
American  ships,  during  the  approaching 
fishery  season  ? 

Thb  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Febgusson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  No  reply  has  yet  been 
received  to  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury's 
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Despatch  of  the  24th  of  March.  The 
measures  to  be  taken  during  the  ensuing 
fishing  season  for  the  protection  of  the 
inshores  will  be  similar  to  those  taken 
last  year,  which  were  warranted  under 
the  terms  of  existing  Treaty  arrange- 
ments between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment entertain  no  doubt  that  the 
Canadian  Government  will  use  all 
possible  moderation  compatible  with  the 
protection  of  the  public  interests ;  and 
they  also  hope  that  vessels  from  the 
United  States  will  give  no  occasion  for 
interference  with  them. 

METROPOLIS-THE     ROYAL    PARKS- 
CONSTITUTION  HILL. 

Mr.  LAWSON  (St.  Pancras,  TV.) 
asked  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works, 
Why  the  public  are  debarred  from  the 
use  and  enjoyment  of  Constitution  Hill, 
which  is  maintained  and  inspected  at 
the  public  cost,  out  of  moneys  appro- 
priated to  the  Royal  Parks ;  who  are 
the  persons  privileged  to  ride  and  drive 
along  it ;  and,  whether  he  will  endeavour 
to  open  it  for  the  convenience  of  the 
Metropolis  ? 

The  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  (Mr. 
Plunket)  (Dublin  University) :  The 
use  of  Constitution  Hill  by  the  public  is 
subject,  as  in  the  case  of  all  the  other 
roads  in  the  Royal  Parks,  to  Rules  laid 
down  in  pursuance  of  the  Parks  Regu- 
lation Act,  1872.  At  present,  all  foot 
passengers  and  persons  riding  on  horse- 
back can  pass  up  Constitution  Hill ;  but 
special  permission  is  required  by  persons 
using  carriages.  I  am  not  aware  that 
it  is  intended  to  make  any  change  in 
these  arransrements. 

Mr.  LAWSON  inquired  by  whom 
permission  was  given  ? 

Mb.  plunket  :  Through  the  Home 
Office. 

ADMIRALTY— PER^IANENT  FINANCIAL 

CONTROL. 

Sib  WILLIAM  PLOWDEN  ( Wol- 
verhampton, W.)  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  Whether  the  Govern- 
ment have  it  in  nontemplation  to  ostab- 
Jish  at  the  Admiraltj'  apermanout  iinaii- 
cial  Control,  similar  to  tliat  which  it  is 
ofH<;ially  statf^d  will  bo  introduced  at  tlie 
War  Olfiee  *r 

The  first  LOKD  J>ord  Geokujs 
H  \MiLToy)    (Middlesex,    Ealing)  :  The 

Sir  James  Fergusson 


hon.  Baronet  has  put  this  Question  under 
a  misapprehension.  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  stated  the  other  day  that, 
inasmuch  as  a  certain  portion  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment was  exempted  from  the  financial 
control  to  which  all  other  expenditure  at 
the  War  Office  was  subject,  he  proposed 
hereafter  to  establish  a  stricter  control 
over  this  branch  of  outlay.  No  branch 
of  expenditure  at  the  Admiralty  is  in 
this  condition,  all  being  equally  subject 
to  the  same  financial  control  and  check. 

ARMY  (INDIA)  —  INDIAN  ARTILLERY 
—THE  9.P0UNDER  MTTZZLE-LOADINO 
GUN. 

Sib  WILLIAM   PLOWDEN  (Wol- 
verhampton,    W.)    asked    the    Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  Whether 
it  is  true  that,  notwithstanding  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  admit  the  inferiority 
of  the  present  9-pounder  muzzle-loading 
gun,  with  which  the  Indian  Artillery  is 
equipped,  to  the  Ordnance  it  would  have 
to  meet  in  action,  and  have  recommended 
the  new  12-pounder  breech-loading  gun 
should  be  substituted   for  it,  only    10 
batteries  of  60  guns  out  of  the  entire 
4 1 7  are  to  be  provided  for  before  the  1  et 
April,  1888;  what  time  it  will  take  to 
provide  the  armament  for  the  whole  of 
the  batteries  in  India ;  and,  what  is  Ike 
reason  why  the  three  batteries  which 
were  to  have  been  supplied  by  the  31st 
March  last  have  not  yet  been  sent  out 
to  India  ? 

The    under     SECRETARY       oy 
STATE    FOR    FOREIGN    AFFAIHS 
(Sir    James    Ferousson)    (Manchester, 
N.E.)  (who  replied)  said :  The  ans^wer 
to  the  first  Question  is  in  the  affirmative. 
The  time  within  which  the  new   axixiBL- 
ment  for  the  whole  of  the  battenes  in 
India  will  be   provided  depends    upon 
financial  and  other  considerations.      Tlic 
three  batteries  will  be  shortly  despa-tdied. 
The  reason   why   they   were    uot     sen' 
earlier   is    that    the    War  Depctrtmen 
could  not  get  them  ready  in  tl&e  Xxxr^s 
that  has  elapsed  since  the  receipt  of  tli 
demand. 

POOR  LA\V  (MRTROPOLIv^)— j^xu  VX 
HOAKP  Ol'  KCAKDIAX.S— (  'AssK  «  i 
KLl/.AIUmi    SMITH. 

Sir  FTEN1?Y    TYLKK'     Gr^^-^t      V:^ 
mouth)  asked  the  President  of  tlxo  1_^ 
Government  Board,  Whether  Ixis    a  it ' 
tion  has  been  called  to  the  caso  x^f     ^ 
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to  in  the  following  extract  from  The 
Globe  of  the  12th  instant  (which  has 
been  verified  as  accurate  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Strand  Union  Schools 
at  Edmonton) ;  and  whether  he  will  con- 
Rider  of  the  advisability  of  giving  the 
Guardians  some  limited  discretionary 
power  in  dealing  with  such  a  case,  which 
ia  by  no  means  an  isolated  one,  or  take 
other  steps  to  protect  children  in  similar 
cases: — 

"  Yesterday,  at  the  Strand  Board  of  Gaar- 

dians,  a  ^roman  named  Elizabeth  Smith,  who 

vas  wretchedly  attired,  applied  for  the  custody 

of  her  two  children,  aged  respectively  12  and 

14,  who  were  in  the  schools  at  Edmonton.   The 

Clerk  read  a  Report,  which  had  been  made  by 

one  of  the  officers  of  the  Union,  to  the  effect 

that  he  had  visited  Mrs.  Smith's  home,  and 

fonnd  she  had  only  one  room,  in  a  wretched 

condition,  almost  devoid  of  furniture,  and  with 

a  very  little  bedding,  and  in  this  room  slept 

with  the  mother  a  daughter  aged  19,  and  a  son 

aged  16  years.    The  Chairman  strongly  advised 

the  applicant  not  to  take  her  two  boys  from  the 

Bdiools  to  her  miserable  home.     One  of  them 

vaa  in  the  band,  and  would  become  a  good 

mosician,   while  the  other  was  making  good 

progress  with  his  trade  as  a  shoemaker,  and 

both  were   very  happy.     Mr.  Bennett  said  it 

would  he  a  shame  to  give  these  children  up  to 

Mrs.  Smith,  who  spent  her  time  going  from 

public  house  to  public  house. — The  Relieving 

Officer  said  that  Mrs.  Smith's  husband  poisoned 

himself  some  time  ago  owing  to  the  conduct  of 

liis  wife. —  The    Chairman  :    I    implore    and 

entreat  of  you,  Mrs.  Smith,  not  to  take  these 

children  away. — Mrs.  Smith  :  Can't  I  have  my 

children  if  I  want  them  ? — The  Chairman  :  I 

must  tell  you  if  you  insist  upon  it  you  can  have 

them. — Mrs.  Smith :  I  do  insist  upon  it,  and  I 

will  have  them. — The  Chairman  ;  Very  well,  if 

y<m  say  so  you  must  have  them,  and  we  cannot 

help  it  ?  •' 

The  president  (Mr,  Eitchib) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  My 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  case 
referred  to  in  the  Question.  Legislation 
would  be  necessary  to  empower  a  Board 
of  Guardians  to  retain,  against  the  will 
y>t  the  parent,  the  custody  of  his  child, 
although  in  consequence  of  destitution 
the  child  had  been  chargeable  to  the 
rates.  No  doubt,  there  are  some  instances 
in  which  the  interests  of  children  are 
prejudiced  by  their  parents  claiming 
them  from  the  Guardians ;  but  I  should 
not  be  prepared  to  propose  legislation 
which  would  enable  a  Board  of  Guar- 
dians to  withhold  a  child  from  its  parent 
when  claimed  by  him.  If,  after  a  child 
has  been  taken  charge  of  by  its  parent, 
there  are  any  circumstances  which  would 
bring  the  ease  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Xadustri^  Schools  Acts,  proceedings 


might  be  taken  for  sending  the  child  to 
an  industrial  school. 

EVICTIONS    (IRELAND)— MONAGH AN 
GUARDIANS. 

Me.  p.  O'BRIEN  (Monaghan,  N.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  he  has 
any  objection  to  state  from  whom  he 
received  the  information  relating  to 
threatened  evictions  in  Monaghan  that 
the  Guardians  reported  that  there  was 
ample  accommodation  for  tenants  in  the 
workhouse  independent  of  the  portion 
occupied  by  the  Militia ;  if  this  Eeport 
was  furnished  by  the  authority  of  the 
Board,  when  was  the  meeting  held,  and 
if  supplied  by  individual  Guardians, 
whether  he  will  give  their  names,  and 
state  whether  they  were  elected  or  ex- 
officio  Guardians ;  whether  it  is  true  that 
the  Master  of  the  workhouse  reported 
to  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  that 
the  Militia  had  smashed  the  windows  of 
one  wing  of  the  building,  and  that 
fever  had  broken  out  in  one  of  the  wings 
occupied  by  the  Militia;  and  whether 
considering  that  a  considerable  time 
will  be  required  to  repair  the  damage 
done,  and  for  disinfecting  the  building, 
before  evicted  tenants  could  be  with 
safety  received,  he  will  refuse  to  place 
Forces  of  the  Crown  at  the  service  of 
Miss  Hose,  Mr.  Dacre  Hamilton,  and 
Colonel  Forster,  for  the  purpose  of 
evicting  those  60  families,  until  the 
Militia  are  disbanded,  and  the  work- 
house put  in  order  to  receive  them  ? 

The  PAELIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kino-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  the  information  was  received  from 
the  Clerk  of  the  Union.  The  Master  re- 
ported that  a  number  of  panes  of  glass 
had  been  broken  in  the  windows  of  the 
wing  occupied  by  the  Militia.  There 
had  been  no  outbreak  of  fever  among  the 
Militia  during  the  present  training.  The 
Government  did  not  see  any  reason  to 
interfere  with  the  pending  evictions, 
should  it  be  unhappily  necessary  to 
carry  them  out. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)-CASE 
OF  JOSEPH  COMERFORD  —  BELFAST 
POLICE  COURT. 

Me.  M^CARTAN  (Down,  S.)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  case  of  Joseph 
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Gomerford,  who  was  sentenced  by  the 
magistrates  at  Belfast  Police  Court,  on 
31st  May,  1886,  to  upwards  of  21 
months'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour 
for  assaults  committed  on  the  one  occa- 
sion ;  whether  the  esctreme  penalty 
which,  according  to  the  law  in  Eng- 
land, can  be  inflicted  for  such  an  offence 
is  six  months'  imprisonment;  whether 
Comerford  has  now  been  in  gaol  for 
double  that  period;  and  whether  he 
will,  under  the  circumstances,  bring 
this  case  imder  the  notice  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  ? 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kino-Haemaf) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  the  facts  appearea  to  be  substan- 
tially stated  in  the  Question.  The 
assaults  were,  however,  of  a  most 
serious  character.  They  were  Ave  in 
number,  and  spread  over  two  different 
periods  of  one  day,  the  prisoner  on  the 
first  occasion  having  effected  his  escape, 
on  which  occasion  he  seized  the  baton 
of  a  policeman,  and  with  that  weapon 
attaclced  the  police,  striking  three  of 
them  on  the  head,  and  wounding  one  of 
them  so  seriously  that  he  was  unfit  for 
duty.  The  prisoner  was  of  previous 
bad  character,  there  being  20  previous 
convictions  recorded  against  him.  The 
Lords  Justices  had  had  this  case  fully 
under  review,  and  had  decided  that  the 
law  must  take  its  course. 

WAR  OFFICE  —  THE  FIRST  ARMY 
CORPS  -  THE  HORSES  OF  THE 
CAVALRY  REGIMENTS. 

Me.  LAWSON  (St.  Pancras,  W.) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
Whether  20  horses  have  been  taken 
from  all  Cavalry  Regiments  in  the  First 
Army  Corps  in  order  to  make  up  the 
number  required  for  the  Ammunition 
Column;  and,  if  so,  how  the  deficiency 
will  be  made  up  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
E.  Stakhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Homcastle) : 
No  Cavalry  regiment  has  had  its  horses 
reduced  in  order  to  provide  horses  for 
the  Anmiunition  Column.  It  is  true 
that  six  Cavalry  regiments  which,  in 
1886-7,  had  400  horses,  have,  in  the 
present  Estimates,  only  380.  The 
Cavalry,  however,  does  not  lose  these 
120  horses,  as  80  of  them  have  been 
added  to  the  establishment  of  a  seventh 
regiment,  and  40  to  that  of  the  Cavalry 
Depot,  Oanterbuxy. 

Mr  IP  Carton 


LAW   AND   JUSTICE    (IRELAND)— 
FRANCIS  COOK,  DRUMSNA. 

Mb.  O'KELLY  (Roscommon,  N.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  any 
steps  will  be  taken  by  the  police  to 
prosecute  Francis  Clook  for  riotous  eon- 
duct  at  Drumsna  on  the  2nd  of  March, 
and  for  preseuting  a  revolver  at  Mr. 
Yeich  Simpson  and  a  number  of  persons 
drawn  together  by  Francis  Cook's  riot- 
ous conduct ;  Whether  this  Francis  Cook 
is  the  same  man  who  some  time  ago  was 
arrested  for  shooting  a  child  in  Mohill ; 
and,  whether  an  inquiry  will  be  ordered 
into  the  conduct  of  the  police  in  not 
prosecuting  Cook  for  disturbing  the 
public  peace  ? 

The   parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kino-Habman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of   Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  at  the  trial  of  the  case  the  wit- 
nesses produced  by  Mr.  Yeich  Simpson 
charged  Cook  neither  with  presenting  a 
revolver  at  him  or  at  anybody  else.  The 
police  stated  that  no  disturbance  took 
place  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  and 
the  sergeant  at  Drumsna  said  he  did 
everything  to  facilitate  the  prosecution. 
It  was  the  same  Francis  Cook  who,  &ve 
years  ago,  was  arrested  for  shooting  at 
a  child  in  Mohill.    He  was  not  put  on 
his  trial  at  the  ensuing  Assizes,  as  the 
Grand  Jury  ignored   the  Bill  sent  up 
against  him.   The  Irish  Government  did 
not  consider  it   necessary  to  interfere 
further  in  the  matter,  as  they  considered 
that  the  constabulary  had  done  their 
duty  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  G'KELLY  asked,  if  the  right  hon . 
and  gallant  Gentleman  was  aware  that 
the  Judge  before  whom  this  case  ^was 
brought  stated  that  the  man  had  pro* 
duced  a  revolver,  but  he  was  not  sure 
that  he  pointed  it  at  this  particular  man ; 
but  he  was  sure  that  he  had  produced. 
it  and  presented  it  at  the  crowd. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  said,  He 
had  answered  the  Question  put  before 
him — whether  he  was  charged  -^v^itli 
presenting  a  revolver  at  Mr.  VeicK 
Simpson  ? 

THE  MARRIAGE   LAWS— THE  RECTtOR 
OF  MUCH  WOOLTON,  LIVERPOOL.. 

Mb.  E.  R.  RUSSELL  (Glaagow. 
Bridgeton)  asked  the  Secretary  of  St^te 
for  the  Home  Department,  Whether  l^e 
is  aware  that  there  is  being  droolctted 
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bj  the  authority  of  the  Eector  of  Much 
Woolton,  Liverpool,  the  following  state- 
ment;— 

"Marriages.  All  persons  residing  in  the 
parish  of  Much  Woolton  must  be  married  at 
the  parish  church,  unless  one  of  the  parties  to 
be  married  has  been  residing  for  15  days  prior 
to  the  granting  of  the  licence  or  the  publica- 
tion of  the  banns  in  the  parish  or  district  be- 
longing to  the  church  in  which  they  wish  to  be 
married.  When  one  (or  both)  of  the  parties  to 
be  married  is  (or  are)  residing  in  this  parish, 
onleas  the  marriage  be  by  licence,  the  banns 
most  be  published  on  three  successive  Sundays 
in  this  church ;  and  when  the  parties  reside  in 
different  parishes  the  banns  must  be  published 
ui  both  churches.  Note. — persons  infringing 
the  Marriage  Jjaws  are  liable  to  heayy  penal- 
tiei;" 

whether  there  are  in  the  parish  Non- 
conformist places  of  worship,  as  well  as 
A  Registrar's  Office,  at  which  marriages 
Hiay  be  legally  performed ;  and  whether 
steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent  the  con- 
tinued circulation  of  the  above  quoted 
statement  ? 

Thb     under     secretary     of 
STATE  (Mr.  Sttjaet-Wortley)  (Shef- 
field, Hallam)  (who  replied)  said :  The 
Secretary  of  State  has  received  a  letter 
^^  the  Rector  of  the  parish,  who  has 
ffirplained  to  him  that  the    statement 
calculated  by  him,  and  quoted  in  the 
Qaestion,  was  intended  to  give  informa- 
tion as  to  the  marriage  law  to  members 
of  the  Church  of  England  only.    The 
Qfcolaris  only  issued  to  members  of 
the  Church  of  England,   and  by    the 
parocial  visitors  of  the  church.  In  order, 
however,  to  prevent  any  misunderstand- 
ing in  the  future,  the  Rector  informs 
^e  Secretary  of  State  that  he  will  in 
re-printiDg  the  Circular  so  modify  its 
<^>ening  words  as  to  make  it  perfectly 
clear  to  everybody  what  is  meant,  and 
to  what  class  of  persons  the  statement 
Applies.    There  are  in  the  parish  Nqu- 
eonformist  places  of    worship,  as  well 
as  a  Registrar's  Office. 


BRITISH  GUIANA— ECCLESIASTIOAL 

AFFAIKS. 

Mb.    CROSSLEY    (York,    W.R., 

Sowerby)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 

for  the  Colonies,   Whether  the  Court 

of  Policy  of  British  Ouiana  has  passed 

an  Ordinance  for  the  establishment  of  a 

town  at  Bartika;   whether  it  provides 

iiiat  one-third  of  the  sums  received  for 

the  lands  formerly  held  at  the  pleasure 

of  the  Crown  by  the  Bishop  of  Guiana 

>haU  be  paid  to  the  Bishop  and  his  suc- 


cessors absolutely,  for  ecclesiastical  pur- 
poses ;  whether  the  effect  of  this  will  be 
to  convert  a  grant  to  the  Church  Mis- 
sionary Society,  held  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  Crown,  into  a  permanent  endowment 
of  the  Bishopric ;  whether  the  Ordinance 
has  been  transmitted  for  the  approval 
of  the  Crown;  whether  the  Governor 
has  also  forwarded  a  Petition  from  the 
Congregational  Union  of  British  Guiana 
opposing  such  Ordinance ;  and  whether 
he  will  advise  a  modification  of  the 
Ordinance,  to  meet  the  objection  of  the 
unendowed  Religious  Bodies  in  the 
Colony  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
Henby  Holland)  (Hampstead) :  I  have 
received  no  official  information  from  the 
Governor  on  the  subject;  but  it  appears 
from  the  Colonial  newspapers  that  such 
an  Ordinance  has  been  passed  by  the 
Colonial  Legislature,  and  that  it  con- 
tains practically  the  provision  mentioned 
in  the  second  part  of  the  Question.  The 
Ordinance  has  not  yet  been  transmitted 
for  the  approval  of  the  Crown.  I  am 
not  prepared,  therefore,  to  express  an 
opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  that  provision, 
or  to  consider  whether  I  will  advise  a 
modification  of  the  Ordinance  until  I 
have  received  the  Ordinance  itself,  and 
the  Report  from  the  Governor  and  At- 
torney General  upon  it.  The  Petition 
referred  to  in  the  fifth  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion has  not  been  forwarded  to  me. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IREIiAND)— 
"  KEVIL  V,  KING-HABMAN." 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Has  his  atten- 
tion been  called  to  the  decision  of  the 
Queen's  Bench  in  the  case  of  '*  Kevil  v, 
King-Harman,''  on  9th  May,  in  which 
Thomas  Kevil,  who  had  been  summoned 
by  Colonel  King-Harman  for  cutting 
turf  on  his  own  holding  and  fined  there- 
for by  the  Boyle  Bench,  although  a 
question  of  title  was  raised  at  Petty 
oessions  by  his  solicitor,  Mr.  M'Morrow, 
obtained  a  quashing  of  the  conviction 
on  certiorari;  is  it  the  fact  that  Kevil, 
in  his  affidavit,  swore,  in  reference  to 
Mr.  Charles  Webb,  J. P.,  the  agent  of 
Colonel  King-Harman,  when  his  soli- 
citor filed  an  affidavit  that  he  applied 
for  a  conditional  order  by  Kevil's  autho- 
rity, as  follows : — 

**Beime    (Colonel    Eing-Harman's    bailiff 
oame  to  me  in  Boyle,  and  informed  me  that  said 
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Charles  Webb  required  me  to  attend  in  the 
estate  office.  I  thereupon  went  to  said  office. 
Said  Charles  Webb  said  to  me,  *  We  have  been 
served  with  an  order  from  the  Queen's  Bench ; 
we  have  only  a  few  days  to  send  in  a  return ; 
and  what  I  want  you  to  do  is  to  make  an 
affidavit  that  you  did  not  instruct  Mr.  M*  Morrow 
for  this  Law.'  I  replied,  I  would  do  no  such 
thingf  and  immediately  left  the  office ; " 

that  a  further  affidavit  was  made  by 
Mr.  M'MorroW)  that  he  had  asked  Mr. 
Webb,  J.P,,  by  letter,  if  this  were  true, 
and  it  was  not  denied  in  the  answer 
sent,  nor  in  the  counter  affidavits  filed 
on  Colonel  King-Harman's  behalf ;  and 
will  the  Goyernment  call  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor's attention  to  this  sworn  allega- 
tion against  a  magistrate,  that  he  had 
endeavoured  to  tamper  with  a  client  of 
a  solicitor  ? 

Thb  attorney  general  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) (who  replied)  said,  that  per- 
haps the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
would  allow  him  to  answer  the  Ques- 
tion. He  was  informed  the  statements 
in  the  first,  second,  and  third  paragpraphs 
of  the  Question  were  substantially  correct. 
He  was  also  informed,  with  respect  to 
the  subject  of  the  second  paragraph  of  the 
Question,  that  Kevil  informed  the  estate 
surveyor  that  he  did  not  want  law,  and 
that  he  did  not  instruct  his  solicitor, 
whereupon  he  was  naturally  asked  to 
verify  this  statement  by  affidavit.  This 
Kevil  declined  to  do.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, there  was  no  intention  of 
calling  the  attention  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor to  the  case. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  he  would 
thank  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman to  say  if  ft  was  true  that  this 
man  Kevil  had  filed  an  affidavit  swear- 
ing as  was  set  forth  in  the  Question?  He 
wished  also  to  ask  whether  that  sworn 
statement  remained  uncontradicted  by 
this  magistrate,  who  was  the  agent  of 
Colonel  King-Harman  ? 

Mb.  holmes  said,  he  had  answered 
the  Question  already. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  gave  Notice  that 
on  the  Estimates  he  would  call  attention 
to  this  attempt  on  the  part  of  an  official 
Member  of  the  Government  to  put 
pressure  upon  a  tenant  to  make  a  state- 
ment in  order  to  make  it  appear  that 
his  solicitor  was  a  perjurer. 

LABOURERS'  (IRELAND)  ACT— 
GRANARD  GUARDIANS. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.)  j 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  j 

Mr,  T.  M.  Eealy 


Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  IT  as  the  attention 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  been 
drawn  to  the  Resolution  of  the  Granard 
Guardians  protesting  against  the  delay 
in  making  a  Provisional  Order  for  the 
scheme  of  labourers'  cottages  in  that 
Union,  inquired  into  by  the  Local  Gt)- 
vemment  Board  Inspector  nearly  six 
months  ago ;  and  will  attention  now  be 
given  to  the  matter,  as  the  summer  is  the 
best  time  for  building  ? 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kino-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  the  Local  Government  Board  had 
received  the  Resolution  referred  to,  and 
the  delay  was  owing  to  the  extent  of  the 
scheme,  and  to  the  fact  that  further 
local  inquiry  was  necessitated  as  a  ques- 
tion of  a  change  of  site  arose,  and  a 
Supplementary  Report  was  required 
from  the  luApector. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)— 
QUARTER   AND    LAND    SESSIONS    AT 

GRANARD. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  What  is  the  cause 
of  the  delay  in  replying  to  the  Memorial 
sent  three  months  since  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant from  Granard,  County  Longford, 
asking  that  the  Quarter  and  Land  Ses- 
sions should  be  held  in  that  town ;  and, 
what  determination  have  the  Ghoveru- 
ment  come  to  ? 

Thb  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Habicak) 
(Kent,   Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  that  before  this  Memorial  could  be 
considered  some  preliminary  steps  were 
necessary.    These  were  duly  carried  out, 
and  the  matter  was  laid  before  the  !Liord 
Lieutenant  in  Council,  and  the  deoision 
of  the  Privy  Council,  to  which  it   mt&s 
referred,  had  not  been  come  to. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked,  if  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  could 
say  when  it  would  come  to  a  deoisiozL  on 
the  matter  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  said,  the 
meeting  of  the  Privy  Council  waa  to  be 
fixed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  a.iid  li« 
had  not  yet  fixed  it. 

POST  OFFICE  CONTRACTS  (IREL.a:ki>>, 
MAIL  BETWEEN  BUNDORAN  aJJJt 
BUNDORAN  JUNCTION.  ^ 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  CI>oue 
gal,  E.)  (for  Mr.  Mao  Nkkx)  (t>oxi^g^ 
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8.)  asked  the  Postmaster  General,  If  he 
would  have  any  objection  to  state  the 
terms  of  the  contract,  and  the  amount 
paid,  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mails 
by  car  between  Bundoran  andBundoran 
Janction  (or  Ballinamallard) ;  and,  whe- 
ther the  Post  Office  Authorities  consider 
the  present  arrangements  adequate  or 
latisf aotory  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Eaikes)  (Cambridge  University) :  The 
mail  car  in  question  works  in  connection 
with  the  night  mail  between  Omagh  and 
Enidskillen.  It  conveys  the  correspond- 
ence for  10  sub-post  offices,  and  the  dis- 
tricts dependent  thereon.  It  runs  at  the 
rate  of  seven  miles  an  hour,  and  the 
present  payment  is  £320  a-year.  Ttie 
contractor  has,  however,  given  notice 
terminating  the  contract,  and  the  new 
tenders  are  at  the  present  time  under 
consideration.  The  present  arrange- 
ments are  the  best  of  which  the  circum- 
stances admit. 

EDUCATION    DEPARTMENT  —  VACANT 
BUILDING      LAND      IN      VICTORIA 
STREET,  WESTMINSTER. 
Mk.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  asked 
the  Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education,  Whether  it  is  a 
fact  that  the  valuable  site  of  building 
/and  in  Yictoria  Street,  belonging  to  the 
United  Westminster  and  the  Otrej  Goat 
Schools,  has  been  for  years   occupied 
simply    by   hoardings   with   advertise- 
ments; whether  it  is  true  that  several 
applications  have  been  made  for  the  site 
for  building  purposes ;  and,  whether  he 
can  say  what  rent  the  Charity  receives 
for  the  hoarding^,  and  at  what  amount 
they  are  assessed  for  local  and  Imperial 
taxation? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  (SirWiLLiAM 
Klbt  Dyke)  (Kent,  Dartford) :  I  have 
no  information  upon  the  points  raised 
in  my  hon.  Friend's  Question;  but  I 
would  suggest  to  him  the  advantage  of 
addreadng^  himself  to  the  Governors  of 
the  In^tutions  named,  several  of  whom 
are  Members  of  this  House. 

IKLAND  REVENUE— PENSIONS  IN  THE 
SECRETABT'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Me.  ABTHUR   O'CONNOR  (Done- 

gl,  £.)  aaked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
chequer.  Whether,  owing  to  changes 
in  the  Secretary's  Department  of  the 
lafamd  Berenue,  nine  clerks  are  to  be 
jli^gA  en  penaion,  the  majority  of  whom 
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have  less  than  40  years'  service ;  whe- 
ther they,  or  any  of  them,  are  to  receive 
pensions  based  on  full  40  years'  service ; 
whether  also  a  new  class  of  clerks,  with 
salaries  from  £725  to  £800  a-year,  has 
been  arranged,  in  addition  to  the  exist- 
ing class  of  principal  clerks,  whose  sala- 
ries range  from  £600  to  £700 ;  whether 
the  Treasury  Authorities  have  satisfied 
themselves  that  the  Service  could  not  be 
more  economically  provided  for;  and, 
why  such  large  establishment  changes 
are  being  carried  out  in  anticipation  of 
the  inquiry  by  the  Royal  Commission 
now  sitting  ? 

TheCHANCELLORof  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER  (Mr.  Gosohen)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  Treasury  have 
recently  sanctioned  a  re-organization  of 
the  Secretary's  Department  of  the  In- 
land Revenue  on  the  basis  of  seven 
hours'  work  a-day  instead  of  six.  The 
principle  which  underlies  the  change  is 
that  the  duties  of  the  Department  are 
in  future  to  be  discharged  by  fewer  men 
with  harder  work  and  better  pay,  but  at 
a  reduced  total  cost  to  the  State.  I  am 
glad  to  think  that,  acting  on  my  sug- 
gestion, the  Inland  Revenue  Depart- 
ment have  been  able  to  introduce  a  re- 
form which  will  set  an  example  that  I 
hope  may  be  followed  with  great  advan- 
tage in  other  branches  of  that  and  other 
Offices.  The  staff  of  clerks  has  been 
reduced  by  nine,  and  consequently  nine 
clerks  retire.  One  of  these  has  already 
earned  his  full  pension,  the  other  eight 
will  receive  the  customary  abolition 
terms,  their  vacancies  not  being  filled. 
Five  of  them  will  receive  pensions  based 
on  40  years'  service.  Of  these  five  one 
will  have  actually  served  42  years,  one 
39j^  years,  and  the  remaining  three  up- 
wards of  30  years.  A  new  class  of  Com- 
mittee clerks,  at  the  scale  of  salary 
named  in  the  Question,  forms  a  part  of 
the  scheme.  The  salaries  involved  in 
the  new  organization  include  duty  pay, 
or,  as  it  has  been  defined,  special  extra 
rates  of  payment  attached  to  superior 
duties  and  work  of  a  special  character. 
This  system,  which  has  not  been  found 
to  work  well,  will  be  entirely  abolished 
under  the  present  scheme.  The  Trea- 
sury is  satisfied  with  the  economies  to 
be  effected  under  this  scheme.  The  new 
effective  staff  of  the  Office  wiU  cost  less 
than  the  old  effective  staff  by  £4,300. 
The  immediate  saving,  after  deducting 
the  whole  of  the  pensions  of  the  retiring 
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clerks,  is  £460 ;  bat  if  we  deduct,  as  it 
is  more  correct  to  do,  only  that  portion 
of  them  which  is  not  already  earned,  the 
saving  amounts  to  £3,300.  In  view  of 
the  greatness  of  the  paving,  and  the  ob- 
viously desirable  character  of  the  reform 
in  all  respects,  I  huve  not  thought  it 
well  to  postpone  its  introduction  pending 
the  Beport  of  the  Eoyal  Commission. 


IRELAND-LAND  COMMISSION  COURT 
—JOHN  SMITH,  OF  CURREMBLA,  CO. 
SLIGO. 

Mb.  p.  M'DONALD  (Sligo,  N.)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  he  is  aware 
that  John  Smith,  of  Currembla,  County 
Sligo,  tenant  of  Mr.  Arthur  Ormsby, 
Glen  Lodge,  County  Sligo,  applied  to 
the  Land  Commission  Court,  on  the  14th 
of  November,  1885,  to  have  a  fair  rent 
fixed  for  his  farm,  and,  on  the  31st  of 
January,  1887,  when  the  case  was  heard, 
a  reduction  was  made  from  £70  9^.,  old 
rent,  to  £40,  judicial  rent ;  whether  the 
said  Mr.  Ormsby,  since  the  service  of 
the  originating  notice  for  the  fixing  of  a 
fair  rent,  has  levied  three  separate  dis- 
tresses on  this  tenant ;  whether  the  last 
distraint  was  made  on  the  13th  of  May, 
with  £3  costs,  without  any  previous 
notice  or  demand  for  payment  of  rent ; 
whether  this  last  distraint  for  the  old 
rent  was  for  the  gale  falling  due  on  the 
1st  of  May  last,  thereby  (as  there  is 
allowed  in  this  case  no  running  gale) 
distraining  without  notice,  and  with 
costs,  for  rent  falling  due  only  12  days 
previously ;  whether  the  Parliamentary 
Secretary  will  take  steps  to  prevent  a 
repetition  of  such  like  distraints  by  with- 
holding the  services  of  the  constabulary ; 
and,  whether  the  following  (publicly 
posted)  is  a  true  copy  of  the ''  distraining 
notice  " : — 

«  Copy  of  distraining  notice. 

"  To  John  Smith,  and  to  whom  it  may  con- 
cern. 

"Take  notice,  that  I,  John  Gillespie,  of  Car- 
ramore,  in  the  County  of  Mayo,  have  this  day, 
as  bailiff  to,  and  upon  the  authority  of,  Arthur 
Ormsby,  esquire,  oi  Glen  Lod^e,  in  the  County 
of  Sligo,  distrained  on  the  lands  of  Currembla, 
North  County  of  Sligo,  which  you  hold  as  tenant 
to  the  said  Arthur  Ormsby,  the  sereral  cattle, 
goods,  and  chattels  found  upon  the  said  lands 
for  the  sum  of  £35  U,  6rf.,  being  rent  due  for 
the  said  lands  and  premises  to  the  1st  May, 
1887,  as  particulars  at  foot  hereof,  and  that  un- 
less vou  pay  the  said  rent  and  arrears,  with  all 
legal  costs  and  charges,  within  14  days  from  the 
date  hereof,  the  said  cattle,  ^^pods,  and  chattels 
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will  be  sold  according  to  Law.  Dated  this  1 3th 
day  of  May.  1887. 

« Half-year's  rent  to  the  Ist  May,  1887, 
£35  it.  6d. 

**  Signed  for  above,  29  sheep,  12  lambs,  John 
GiUespieP" 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kikq-Harma») 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanot)  (who  replied) 
said,  the  Land  Commissioners  stated 
that  the  application  to  fix  a  fair  rent  in 
this  case  was  made  in  the  end  of  Decem- 
ber, 1885,  and  the  case  was  heard  in 
January,  1887.  The  old  rent  was 
£70  9<.,  and  it  was  reduced  to  £45.  An 
appeal  was  lodged  by  the  landlord, 
which  was  still  pending.  The  policy  of 
the  Ooyernment  in  affording  protection 
to  Sheriffs  and  their  officers  in  the  execu- 
tion of  processes  of  Courts  of  Law  had 
been  already  fully  explained.  The  Go- 
vernment had  no  knowledge  as  to  the 
distraints. 

Me.  p.  M*D0NALD  said,  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  had  not 
answered  the  paragraph  inquiring  whe- 
ther the  levies  were  put  in  only  12  days 
after  the  rent  fell  due  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  said,  he 
had  no  information  as  to  that. 


METROPOLITAN      POLICE  —  EXTRA 
DUTY  OF  THE  "  A "  DIVISION. 

Mb.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for   the 
Home  Department,  Whetheron  Monday^ 
9th  May,  the  constables  of  the  «*A" 
Division,  who  had  been  on  duty  all  night 
from  9.45  p.m.  on  Sunday  till  6.15  a.m. 
on  Monday,  were  compelled  to  attend 
parade  at  Buckingham  Palace  for  two 
hours  on  Monday  afternoon,  when  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  London 
presented  an  address  to  Her  Majesty 
the  Queen,  and  that  the  same  men  had 
to  go  on  night  duty  again  at  9.45  p.m. 
on  Monday ;  whether,  on  Friday,  1 3th. 
May,  the  night  duty  men  of  the  same 
Division  had  to  turn  out  during  the  day 
for  an  hour's  drill  at  WeUington  Bar- 
racks ;  that  they  went  on  duty  agaiu   at 
9.45  p.m.  on  Friday  to  6.15  a.m.   on 
Saturday ;  that  they  had  to  parade  ag^alxi 
in  another  suit  of  clothes  at  12  midd&v 
o^arch  to  the  line  of  route  on  the  oocck^ 
sion  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen's  viait  to 
the  East  End  of  London,  and  remain   oi& 
duty  for  eight  hours,  and  then  haci  to 
turn  out  on  ordinary  night  du^  at  9. 
p.m.  on  Saturday ;  what  are  the 
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Eegalations  for  the  Police  Force  as  to 
extra  hours  of  duty  and  extra  pay  for 
Bach  duty ;  and,  whether,  in  view  of  the 
health  of  the  men  and  the  necessity  for 
sight  duty  being  efficiently  carried  out 
in  the  Metropolis,  he  will  recommend 
any  alterations  in  the  Regulations  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Stuabt-Woriley)  (Shef- 
field, HaUam)  (who  replied)  said :  The  Se- 
cretary of  State  is  informed  that  the  state - 
loentastodutydone  by  the  police  in  ques- 
tion is  substantially  correct,  at  least  so  far 
asaportion  of  the  night  duty  men  are  con- 
cerned. The  extra  duty  on  the  9th  and 
14th  was  on  exceptional  occasions;  and 
on  such  occasions  extra  duty  must  neces- 
sarily be  undergone,  and,  as  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  believes,  always  has  been 
nndergone  by  members  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police  Force  without  any  com- 
plaint. The  drill  of  Friday,  May  13. 
was  fixed  entirely  to  suit  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  the  men.  There  are  no 
Segulations  as  to  extra  pay  for  extra 
duty.  Constables  are  liable  to  be  called 
upon  for  duty  at  any  time ;  but  if  a  con- 
stable gets  extra  duty  one  day  he  is 
compensated  by  getting  less  duty  another 
day.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  no 
reason  to  believe  that  the  health  of  the 
men  is  impaired,  or  that  the  night  duty 
is  inefficiently  carried  out. 

flraH  COURT  OP   justice  ik  ire. 

LAND— TRANSFER  OF  CLERKS. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.)    asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Whether  it  is  a  fact  that 
Mr.  Walter  Hare,  a  supernumerary  clerk 
io  the  Land   Judges'    Division  of  the 
High  Court  of  Justice  in  Ireland,  has 
been  appointed  a  junior  clerk  in  the 
Chancery    Division  of  the    said   High 
Court,  without  passing  the  competitive 
examination  prescribed  for  such  clerks 
in  the  Irisli  Judicature  Act  of   1877 ; 
whether  the  attention  of  the  Treasury 
has  been  directed  to  the  appointment 
by  nomination  of  clerks  in  tnose  Divi- 
sions of  the    High   Court,  where   the 
patronage  reserved   to  the  Judges  by 
ttid  Act  has  not  yet  lapsed,  and  the 
subseqaent  transfer  of  these  clerks,  as 
vacancies  occur,  to  the  Divisions  of  the 
High  Court  where  such  patronage  has 
luMed,  in  connection  with  the  provisions 
(n  the  73rd  section  of  the  Irish  Judi- 
cature Act  of  1877 ;  and,  why  the  course 
adopted  in  1383  and  1885,  iu  glling  up 


vacancies  in  the  Chancery  Division,  was 
not  followed  in  the  present  case  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.)  (who 
replied)  said :  I  understand  that  the 
question  of  the  validity  of  the  transfer 
of  a  clerk  from  one  Division  of  the  High 
Court  of  Justice  in  Ireland  to  fill  a  va- 
cancy in  another  Division  has  been  sub- 
mitted for  the  opinion  of  the  Irish  Law 
Officers,  who  have  advised  that  the  re- 
quirement as  to  open  competition  relates 
only  to  the  appointment  of  a  person  for 
the  first  time  to  an  office  in  Court,  and 
does  not  exclude  promotion  among  the 
existing  offices. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked, 
whether  the  Treasury  Authorities  had 
considered  whether  this  system  was  not 
practically  an  evasion  of  Uie  Judicature 
Act;  and  why  the  course  adopted  in 
1883  and  1885  on  a  similar  occasion  had 
been  departed  from  on  the  present  occa- 
sion? 

Mr.  JACKSON  said,  the  Treasury 
had  no  power  in  the  matter.  The  ap- 
pointment did  not  rest  with  them,  and 
the  legal  validity  of  it  had  been  decided 
by  the  Law  Officers. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  gave 
Notice  that  he  would  call  attention  to 
this  subject  on  the  Vote  for  Law  Charges 
in  Ireland. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
asked,  was  it  the  view  of  the  Treasury 
that  when  a  clerk  was  appointed  tempo- 
rarily he  could  then  be  transferred 
afterwards  over  the  heads  of  the  others 
without  passing  any  competitive  exami- 
nation? He  wished  to  know  if  the 
English  Law  Officers  had  been  con- 
sulted on  the  subject,  and  if  they  con- 
curred with  their  Irish  brethren  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  said,  he  was  not 
aware  that  the  question  had  arisen. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  That  is  the 
question. 

Mr.  JACKSON  said,  this  related  to 
the  appointment  of  a  special  person 
over  whom  they  had  no  control.  If  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  put  a  Ques- 
tion on  the  Paper  he  would  be  very 
glad  to  answer  it. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACTS— LOSS  OP 
THE  S.S.  "  OARMONA." 
Mr.  EDWARDS-MOSS  (Lancashire, 
S.W.,  Widnes)  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether  his  atten- 
tion has   been  called   to  th^  case  of 
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the  S.S.  Curmona,  3,714  tons  ^oss 
register,  a  vessel  buUt  especially  for 
cotton,  and  classed  100  A  1  at  Lloyd's, 
which  sailed  from  Barrow  on  February 
23rd  lost,  with  a  cargo  of  pig  iron  for 
America,  and  has  lately  been  posted  at 
Lloyd's  as  missing ;  and,  whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
institute  a  full  inquiry  into  the  loss  of 
this  vossel  ? 

The  secretary  (Baron  Henky 
Db  Woems)  (Kverpool,  East  Toxteth) : 
The  Board  of  Trade  have  ordered  a 
formal  inquiry  to  be  held  into  the  case 
of  the  steamediip  Carmona,  which  is  re- 
ported as  missing.  I  may  add  that  a 
letter  has  been  received  from  the  owners 
stating  that  it  is  not  the  fact  that  the 
CarmonaweLS  a  vessel  built  especially  for 
cotton. 

POST  OFFICE— EAILWAY  AND  TELE- 
GRAPH  CLERKS— COMPENSATION. 

Mb.  0.  V.  MORGAN  (Battersea) 
asked  the  Postmaster  General,  Whether 
he  has  yet  settled  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation to  be  paid  to  the  railway  and 
telegraph  clerks  who  have  been  de- 
prived of  their  commission  on  the  sale 
of  stamps  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Baieies)  (Cambridge  University) :  In 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member,  I  am  glad  to 
be  able  to  state  that  the  terms  of  com- 
pensation have  been  settled  with  several 
feulway  Companies,  and  are  in  progress 
with  the  others. 

NORTH  BORNEO— OPERATIONS 
AGAINST  THE  NATIVES. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
oaldy,  &c.)  asked  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  AflFairs,  Whether 
the  attack  by  the  Governors  of  British 
North  Borneo  on  the  natives  of  Darvel 
Bay,  in  June  last,  was  reported  by  the 
authorities  of  the  North  Borneo  Com- 
pany to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  was 
approved  by  him,  especially  the  burning 
of  villages,  and  destruction  of  paddy,  &c.; 
whether  the  authorities  of  the  North 
Borneo  Company  have  power  to  requisi- 
tion Her  Majesty's  Navy  to  assist  them 
in  wars  in  which  they  may  engage  with- 
out the  previous  consent  of  Her  Majesty's 
Gt)vemment ;  and,  whether  there  is  any 
systematic  control  over  the  Political  and 
Military  operations  of  the  North  Borneo 
and  Royal  Niger  Companies,  such  as 


was  exercised  by  the  Board  of  Control 
over  the  East  India  Company  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  (Sir  James  Ferousson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  The  proceedings  of  the 
British  North  Borneo  Company  autho- 
rities in  Darvel  Bay  last  June  were  re- 
ported to  Her  Majesty's  Government  and 
approved  by  them,  but  not  **  especially 
the  burning  of  villages  and  destruction 
of  paddy,  &c."  I  presume  that  the 
etcetera  refers  to  the  arms  and  war 
canoes.  A  Report  of  the  proceedings  was 
presented  to  Parliament  and  printed  on 
April  29.  Her  Majesty's  naval  officers 
are  directed  to  give  aid  to  the  Company 
in  cases  of  emergency  without  referring 
to  the  Admiralty  for  orders.  On  the 
occasion  in  question  prompt  action  was 
considered  to  be  justified.  The  circum- 
stances were  that — 

*<  A  lawless  tribe,  several  thousands  in  number, 
notorious  for  their  acts  of  kidnapping,  piracy, 
and  slave-dealingr,  attacked  a  settlement  of 
the  British  North  Borneo  Company,  which  they 
kept  in  a  state  of  siege  and  terror.  They  re- 
fused to  i>arley,  and  proceeded  to  attack  Her 
Majesty's  ships.  Commander  Hope's  prompt 
action  will  probably  result  in  the  cessation  of 
piracy  and  kidnapping  in  those  waters.'* 

There  is  a  systematic  control  over  the 
political  and  military  operations  of  the 
North  Borneo  and  Boyal  Nig^r  Com- 
panies ;  but  these  are  not  yet  of  such 
dimensions  as  to  require  a  separate 
Department  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern* 
ment. 

ADMIRALTY  —  SPECIAL  NAVAL  PEN- 
SIGN  TO  WIDOW  OF  STAFF  COM- 
MANDER  W.  M.  SAVAGE. 

Mr.  NORRIS  (Tower  Hamlets,  Lime- 
house)  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, If  he  will  state  why  the  Special 
Naval  Pension  of  £140  per  annum   is 
not  awarded  to  Mrs.  Savage,  the  widow 
of  Staff  Qommander  W.  M.  Savag^e,  in- 
stead of  the  ordinary  pension  of  £80  per 
annum ;  whether  this  officer,  althou^li 
serving  imder  the  Board  of  Trade  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  had  not,  before  con- 
senting to  take  the  appointment,  stipu- 
lated for  and  obtained  official  sanction 
that  such  service  should  be  considered 
as  "Full  Naval  Service,"  counting  to- 
wards increase  of  full  pay,  half-pa.y,  and 
retirement;  whether  tne  Admiralty   re- 
quested the  Treasury,  on  14th  December 
1882,  also  to  sanction  such  anang^xxient! 
and  whether  the  Treasury  granted  suck 
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request  by  Treasury  Letter  of  8tli 
January,  1883  ;  and,  if  the  non-award  to 
Mrs.  Savage  of  the  Special  Naval  Pen- 
sion of  £140  a-year  will  be  recon- 
sidered ? 

The  first  LORD  (Lord  George 
Hamilton)   (Middlesex,    Ealinp^):      A 
widow  is  only  entitled  to  a  special  pen- 
sion upon  proof  that   her    husband's 
death  was  directly  attributable  to  extra- 
ordinary exposure  or  exertion  on  service. 
The  circumstances  attending  Staff  Com- 
mander Savage's  death  do  not   come 
within  that  category.     I  cannot  re-open 
the  question. 

CURRENCY -THE    SILVER    COINAGE. 
Mb.  E.  HAEDCASTLE  (Salford,  N.) 
asked   Mr.   Chancellor  of  Exchequer, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  great  inconvenience  arising  from 
the  insufficient   supply  of  small  silver 
coin  now  in  circulation  ;    and,  whether 
he  will  take  into  consideration  the  prac- 
ticability of  largely  increasing  the  issue 
of  shillings  and   sixpences,  instead   of 
adding  to  the  already  excessive  supply 
of  large  coins,  especially  florins,  by  the 
issue  of  double  florin  pieces  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Qosohen)    (St.    George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  issue  of  shillings 
and  sixpences  can  be  largely  increased 
at  once  if  the  public  will  but  ask  for 
them  of  their  bankers.     Employers  of 
labour,  tradesmen,  and  other    persons 
constantly  requiring  change  can  at  once 
get  what  they  want,  and  will  assist  their 
customers  by  insisting   on    having    as 
many  shillings  and  sixpences  as  they 
require.       The    additional    trouble    of 
counting  the  smaller  coins  and  of  sort- 
ing appears  to  have  acted  as  a  deterrent 
to  the  free  issue  of  shillings  and  six- 
pences; but  there  is  no  reason  why  it 
should  be  so.      Silver  coin  is  not  issued 
by  ^e  Mint  direct  to  the  public,  but  is 
passed  into  circulation  in  England  and 
Wales  through  banks.    Every  country 
banker  has  a  banker  who  is  his  agent 
in  London,  and  every  London  banker 
has  an  account  at  the  Bank  of  England. 
If  in  any  district  there  is  a  deficiency  of 
silver  coin,  the  bankers  of  the  district 
we  the  first  to  find  it  out.    They  write 
to  their  London  agents,  who  obtain  what 
■ttver  coin  is  required  from  the  Bank  of 
™|g^d,  and  send  it  to  the  country 
wttkers.  If  there  is  a  deficiency  in  Lon- 
wm,  the  London  bankers  can,  of  course. 


make  direct  application  to  the  Bank  of 
England  for  the  amounts  they  themselves 
require.     When  the  stock  in  the  Bank 
of   England    becomes    diminished,    it 
makes  apph'cation  to  the  Mint,  and  sup- 
plies of  coin  of  any  denomination  can  be 
obtained.     At  the  present  moment  there 
is  a  good  supply  of  both  shillings  and 
sixpences  awaiting  issue,  and  perfectly 
ready  to  perform  their  duty.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  amounts  of  each  coin  held 
by  the  Mint  and  the  Bank  of  England 
respectively: — Shillings. — ^In  the  Mint, 
£34,413  worth;   in  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, £264,600  worth;    total,  £299,013 
worth.  Sixpences. — ninths  Mint,  £31 ,004 
worth ;  in  the  Bank  of  England,  £10,900 
worth;  total,  £41,904  worth.     So  that 
there  are  shillings  of  the  value  of  nearly 
£300,000,  or  6,000,000  pieces,  and  six- 
pences  of  the    value  of    £42,000,    or 
1,680,000  pieces,  ready  for  immediate 
issue.     The  existence  of  this  large  stock 
at  the  Bank  of  England  is  due  to  a  part 
of  these  coins  in  circulation  having  been 
returned.      It   would    seem,   from  the 
above  figures,   that  the   public  should 
have  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  as  much 
coin  of  each  denomination  as  they  may 
require.     It  may  be,  however,  that  the 
practice  of  bankers  not  to  sort  the  silver 
coin  which  they  receive,  but  to  pay  it 
out  again  in  bag^  containing   certain 
amounts  without  reference  to  the  de- 
nominations of  the  individual  coins,  may 
be  an  inconvenience  to  the  public,  who 
may,    in    this    way,    not   receive    the 
amounts  of  shillings  and  sixpences  which 
they  require.      The  remedy  for  this  evil 
is,  of  course,  in  the  hands  of  the  public 
themselves,  who  should  call  upon  their 
bankers  to  give  them  precisely  the  coins 
which  they  require ;  but  communications 
will  be  at  once  made  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  London  Bankers,  and 
to  the  President  of  the  Country  Bankers' 
Association,  asking  them  to  co-operate 
in  meeting  the  legitimate  wants  of  bank 
customers.     With  regard  to  the  action 
of  the  Government,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
point  out  that  in  the  case  of  a  token 
coinage,  like  that  of  silver  in  this  coun- 
try, on  the  issue  of  which  the  State 
makes  a  large  profit,  and  which  cannot 
be  used  for  payments  of  more  than  40^., 
it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment not  to  permit  issues  to  be  made  in 
excess  of  the  hond  fde  requirements  of 
the  public,  lest  the  coins  should  become 
depreciated.     It  is  obviously  prudent| 
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therefore,  that  silver  coin  should  only 
be  issued  through  bankers,  who  are  best 
able  to  judge  what  those  requirements 
really  are. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  inquired 
whether  there  was  not  an  immense  num- 
ber of  foreign  silver  pieces  in  circulation 
in  the  country  ? 

Mb.  GOSOHEN  said,  he  did  not  think 
it  was  true  that  there  was  an  immense 
number  of  foreign  coins  in  circulation ; 
but  he  had  heard  of  the  appearance  of 
certain  false  coins,  though  not  to  any 
great  extent.  Of  course,  it  was  a 
matter  that  required  to  be  carefully 
watched. 

KOYAL  IRISH   CONSTABULARY— CON- 
VICTIONS FOR  ASSAULT. 

Me.  FINUCANE(Limerick.E.)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  Constables 
John  Goold  and  William  Crawford, 
Hospital,  County  Limerick,  and  John 
Barry.  Elton,  same  County,  were  con- 
victed, on  16th  April  last,  at  Limerick 
Quarter  Sessions,  by  a  jury,  of  an 
assault  on  three  members  of  the  Kil- 
teely  fife  and  drum  band;  whether 
the  jury  awarded  the  plaintiffs  £lO 
damages  against  the  constables;  whe- 
ther these  men  are  still  in  the  force; 
and,  whether  the  Constabulary  authori- 
ties have  inflicted  any  punishment  on 
them  for  their  violation  of  the  law ;  and, 
if  not,  what  course  do  Government  in- 
tend to  take  in  the  matter  ? 

The  PAELIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  King-Habman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thaoet)  (who  replied) 
said,  ihe  facts  were  substantially  stated 
in  the  Question.  These  men  were  still 
in  the  Constabulary.  BiUs  would  be 
presented  against  them  at  the  forth- 
coming Assizes.  No  action  had  been 
taken  by  the  Constabulary  authorities, 
as  the  matter  was  still  mbjudice, 

CIVIL    SERVIOE-THE    LOWER    DIVI- 
SION—EXAMINATIONS IN  DUBLIN. 

Mr.  TUITE  (Westmeath,  N.)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether 
the  examinations  for  Men  Clerkships, 
Lower  Division,  Civil  Service,  usually 
held  in  Dublin  during  the  current 
month,  have  been  postponed ;  and, 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  incon- 
venience and  loss  which  the  delay  will 
inflict  upon  candidates,  an  early  date 
will  be  fixed  for  the  exami cations  ? 

Mr,  Ooschen 


The  secretary  (Mr.  Jackson 
(Leeds,  N.):  The  examinations  for 
Lower  Division  Clerkships  at  othe 
centres  as  well  as  Dublin  were  postponed 
owing  to  the  small  number  of  the  pro- 
bable vacancies  as  compared  with  the 
number  of  clerks  waiting  for  employ- 
ment. I  am  sorry  for  the  inconvenience 
caused  to  intending  candidates ;  but  it  is 
obvious  that  the  time  for  holding  exa- 
minations can  be  determined  only  by 
the  requirements  of  the  Service. 

Mb.  TUITE  asked,  if  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman  could  give  the  probable  date  of 
the  next  examination  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  said,  he  did  not  Hke 
to  fix  the  date,  for  the  very  obvious  rea- 
son that  that  date  must  be  determined 
very  largely  by  the  number  of  vacan- 
cies. But,  without  pledging  himself,  he 
thought  he  might  be  justified  in  stating 
that  it  was  intended  in  the  ordinary 
course  to  hold  one  about  August. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT—THE  RE- 
CENT  DISTURBANCES  AT  EXETER 
TRAINING  COLLEGE. 

Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar)  asked  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education,  What  was  the  result  of  the 
inquiry  instituted  by  the  Education  De- 
partment, through  Her  Majesty's  In- 
spector of  Training  Colleges,  into  the 
disturbances  which  lately  took  place  at 
Exeter  College;  whether  it  appeared 
that  the  complaints  of  the  second  year 
students  respecting  the  instruction  in 
mathematics  were  well  founded ;  whe* 
ther  the  Principal  was  justified  in  rusti* 
eating  two  students ;  and,  whether  any 
subsistence  allowance  has  been  made  to 
these  students  during  their  enforced 
absence  from  the  Colle$2;e? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  (Sir  Wn^ 
UAM  ELlbt  Dyke)  (Kent,  Dartford)  i 
Apart  altogether  from  the  question  of 
the  cap6U)ity  of  a  mathematical  leoturex*, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  gross  acts    o£ 
Id  subordination  were  committed  by  atix* 
dents  of  the  College.    The  Principal^  lix 
my  opinion,  was  justified  in  rustica^jng- 
two  students,  who  have,  so  far  as  I  o&i^ 
judge,  no  claim  to  a  subsistence  allo^vr^ 
ance.     The  Id  specter,  after  holding^  Ixia 
inquiry,   has   suggested   a  re-anrtui^-^^ 
ment    in    regard    to    the   lecturers     cl^ 
the  College,   and  we  have  written,    i^^ 
support  of  the  suggestion  to  the  auth.ox*l^ 
ties. 
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UW  AND  POLICE  (IRELAND)- DENIS 
LYNCH,  AN  "EMERGENCY  MAN.*' 

Mb.  hooper  (Cork,  S.E.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  he  has  received  any 
affidavits  to  sustain  the  allegation  that 
an  emergency  man  named  Denis  Lynch, 
engaged  at  the  eviction  of  a  tenant 
named  Barrett,  at  Monkstown,  County 
Cork,  while  under  the  influence  of 
drink,  presented  a  revolver  at  a  number 
of  women  in  Barrett's  house,  though  no 
resistance  was  being  ofiPered  to  the  evic- 
tion ;  and,  if  so,  what  steps  the  Execu- 
tive will  order  in  the  matter  ? 

The  PARLLA.MENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Hakman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
Baid,  that  no  such  affidavits  had  been 
received  by  the  Irish  Government. 

Mb.  hooper  asked,  if  the  right 
Hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  had  not  re- 
ceived that  evening  four  or  five  affidavits 
addressed  by  himself  to  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  ? 

CoLONEi,  KENG-HARMAN  said,  he 
was  sorry  to  say  he  had  not.  He  saw  a 
note  addressed  to  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  just  now,  and  possibly  it 
contained  these  affidavits.  But  perhaps 
he  might  be  permitted  to  add  that  if 
these  affidavits  were  made  or  forwarded 
it  hardly  made  much  difference ;  because 
io  a  matter  of  this  kind  the  proper  course 
for  aggrieved  persons  to  adopt  was  to 
Jnake  informations,  and  proceed  by  sum- 
mons or  warrants. 

Mb.  HOOPER:  Will  the  right  hon. 
And  gallant  Gentleman  state  that  the 
Cidet  Secretary  for  Ireland  will  be  in 
hiB  place  and  answer  the  Question  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  :  I  cannot 
8ay  that. 

MADAGASCAR— CAPTURE  OP  NATIVES 
BY  THE  FRENCH  AND  TRANSPORT 
TO  REUNION. 

Mb.  ATKINSON  (Boston)  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
•iflairs.  Whether  information  has  reached 
him  that,  as  stated  in  public  newspapers, 
Natires  are  captured  and  shipped  from 
the  port  which  the  French  hold  on  the 
Western  Coast  of  Madagascar  to  a 
French  Colony  on  the  Island  of  Reunion ; 
ud,  if  noty  whether  he  will  make  inquiry 
•8  to  the  truth  of  the  statement ;  and, 
in  ease  the  report  is  true,  will  Her 
r's  Govemment  make  represen- 


tations against  such  re-opening  of  the 
Slave  Trade  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  Jambs  Fbrotsson).  (Man- 
chester, N.E.):  I  stated  about  three 
months  ago  that  grave  abuses  of  the  sort 
had  occurred.  The  forced  shipment  of 
Natives  did  not,  however,  take  place 
from  a  port  in  French  occupation.  As  I 
then  informed  the  House,  energetic 
measures  had  been  taken  by  the  British 
and  French  Authorities ;  a  British  man- 
of-war  has  since  visited  the  port  in 
question,  and  it  is  believed  that  a  stop 
has  been  put  to  the  practice. 

CROFTERS'      HOLDINGS     (SCOTLAND) 

ACT,  1886— EVICTION  OF  ALEXANDER 

TAYLOR,  CO.  ELGIN. 

Me.  ANDERSON  (Elgin  and  Nairn) 
asked  the  Lord  Advocate,  Whether  the 
Government  are  aware  that  Alexander 
Taylor  is  about  to  be  evicted,  at  Whit- 
suntide, from  his  croft  and  house,  at 
Lake  of  Moy,  in  the  County  of  Elgin, 
the  land  having  been  enclosed,  and  the 
house  built,  by  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
father-in-law  of  Taylor  50  years  ago; 
that  Taylor  has  occupied  the  croft  for 
several  years,  and  has  fulfilled  all  the 
conditions  required  by  "The  Crofters' 
Holdings  (Scotland)  Act,  1886;"  whe- 
ther, having  regard  to  the  fact  that  such 
an  eviction  could  not  take  place  in  the 
adjoining  County  of  Inverness  by  reason 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Crofters  Holdings 
Act,  the  Government  will  endeavour  to 
prevent  the  threatened  eviction  being 
carried  out  on  the  25th  May,  by  means 
similar  to  those  recently  used  in  Ireland 
by  Sir  Redvers  BuUer;  and,  whether 
the  Government  will  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  extending  the  Crofters' 
Holdings  Act  to  the  crofters  and  cottars 
in  the  Counties  of  Elgin  and  Nairn. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  for 
SCOTLAND  (Mr.  J.  P.  B.  RobeetsowJ 
(Bute)  (who  replied)  said:  The  Lord 
Advocate  has  been  informed  that  Alex- 
ander Taylor  is  removing  from  the  Lake 
of  Moy  at  Whitsun  Day  on  an  arrange- 
ment by  which  he  receives  a  gratuity, 
and  he  is  to  occupy  other  premises  on 
the  same  property.  The  Government 
have  no  intention  of  interfering  in  the 
matter,  and  are  not  prepared  to  make 
any  proposal  to  extend  the  Crofters' 
Holdings  Act  to  any  other  parts  of  Scot- 
land. The  matter  was  debated  when 
the  Crofters'  Act  was  before  the  Heuso 
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last  year,  and  an  Amendment  to  that 
effect  was  negatived. 

"THE  BOARD  OP  TRADE  JOURNALS- 
CONTRACT  FOR  ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Mr.  MONTAGU  (Tower  Hamlete, 
Whitechapel)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  What  precedents  exist 
for  the  insertion  of  advertisements  in 
Government  periodical  newspapers ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  advertise- 
ments were  at  one  time  inserted  in  Ths 
JPostal  Guide,  but  were  withdrawn  after 
representations  were  made  by  the  trade ; 
whether  the  Treasury  was  consulted,  and 
gave  its  authority  for  the  insertion  of 
advertisements  in  The  Board  of  Trade 
Journal;  and,  whether  the  contract  for 
advertisements  in  The  Board  of  Trade 
Journal,  made  by  the  Stationery  Office, 
was  put  up  to  tender  or  competition ;  and, 
if  not,  on  whose  authority  was  the  con- 
tract g^ven  to  the  present  holders  ? 

The  secretary  (Baron  Henry  De 
Worms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth):  Ad- 
vertisements appear  in  the  Army  and 
Navy  Zista  and  the  Customs  Bill  of  Entry, 
The  Board  of  Trade  have  no  information 
as  to  the  statements  contained  in  the 
Question  with  regard  to  The  Postal  Guide, 
The  contract  for  advertisements  in  The 
Board  of  Trade  Journal  was  not  put  up  to 
tender ;  but  was,  as  is  usual,  made  by 
the  Stationery  Office,  with  the  authority 
of  the  Treasury,  and,  in  this  case,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

ARMY  —  AUXILIARY      FORCES  —  THE 
VOLUNTEER      CORPS  —  THE     NEW 
REGULATIONS  AS  TO  SHOOTING. 
Colonel  EYRE  (Lincohishire,  Gains- 
borough) asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  What  will  be  the  position  of 
those  Volunteer  Corps  which  have  com- 
menced their  musketry  course  on  the  old 
system,  in  consequence  of  the  delay  in 
the  issue  of  the  New  Regulations  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
E.  Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Homcastle): 
For  the  present  year  Volunteers  will 
shoot  under  three  different  conditions. 
First,  individual  Volunteers  who  have 
completed  their  musketry  course  under 
the  old  Regulations  will  be  classified  for 
efficiency  according  to  those  Regulations ; 
secondly,  individual  Volunteers  who  have 
commenced,  but  not  finished,  their  course 
under  the  old  Regulations  may  complete 
their  course  and  be  classified  for  efficiency 
according  to  either  the  old  or  new  stan- 
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dard,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Commanding 
Officer;  thirdly,  individual  Volunteers 
who  had  not  commenced  their  practice 
before  the  issue  of  the  New  Regulations 
must  carry  out  their  musketry  course  ac- 
cording to  the  New  Regulations.  The 
full  grant  of  35<.  will  be  g^iven  to  men 
who  qualify  in  any  of  the  above  ways. 

METROPOLITAN  POLICE— DUTY  AT 
THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Me.  O'HANLON  (Cavan,  E.)  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  How  many  hours  constitute 
a  day's  work  for  constables;  will  he 
recommend  that  each  man  engaged  in 
and  about  the  House  of  Commons  be 
paid  for  any  overtime ;  and,  whether  he 
will  say  the  reason  given  by  Sir  Charles 
Warren  for  refusing  to  pay  for  overtime 
(with  one  exception)  for  the  last  six 
months  ? 

The     under    SECRETARY    of 
STATE  (Mr.  Stuart- Wortley)  Shef- 
field,  Hallam)  (who  replied)  said:  The 
hon.   Member  seems    to  be    under  an 
entire  misapprehension  as  to  the  position 
and  duties  of  a  police  constable.   Like  a 
soldier  or  a  sailor,  a  police  constable  is 
at  all  times  liable  to  duty.    The  Com- 
missioner tries  to  arrange  the  duties  of 
his  force  in  such  a  way  that  no  man 
shall,  as  a  rule,  have  more  than  eight 
hours'  continuous  work.    The  Secretary 
of  State  has  nothing  to  add  to  his  reply 
of  Friday,  except  that  all  the  constables 
at  the  House  of  Commons  have  now 
been  asked  if  they  would  prefer  to  be 
paid  as  other  constables  are,  and  receive 
refreshment  allowance  for  overtime,  and. 
each  man  prefers  the  present  arrange* 
ment. 


FISHERIES  (SCOTLAND)— FISHERMEN'S 
COTTAGES  ON  THE  EAST  COAST. 

Me.  E8SLEM0NT  (Aberdeen,  E.) 
asked  the  Lord  Advocate,  Whether  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  has  yet  considex'ed 
the  subject  of  dealing  with  the  present 
unsatisfactory  tenure  and  other  condi- 
tions of  fishermen's  houses  on  the 
Coast  of  Scotland ;  and,  if  so,  how 
GK)vemment  propose  to  deal  with  tlie 
subiecti  ? 

The   SOLICITOE   GENERAL 
SCOTLAND  (Mr.  J.  P.  B.  RoBKKCaow) 
(Bute)  (who  replied)  said,  that  the  mr  ' 
was  at  present  under  consideratioii ; 
it  was  not  yet  settled  whether  the  _ 
tion  could  be  dealt  with  by  the  Qoti 
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meni,  and,  if  so,  in  what  manner  it 
could  be  dealt  with  to  the  best  advan- 
tage. 

NORTH  BORNEO-OPERATIONS 

AGAINST    THE    NATIVES  —  H.M.S. 

"  ZEPHYR." 

Mr.  W.  J.  COEBET  (Wicklow  E.) 

asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 

Wiiether  his  attention  has  been  called 

to  the  Heturn  just  laid  upon  the  Table 

relating  to  the   *' recent  operations  of 

H.M.8.  Zephyr  against  the  Natives  of 

North  Borneo ;  "  whether  the  operations 

referred  to  have  arisen  out  of  a  dispute 

in  reference  to  the  collection  of  edible 

birds'  nests  by  the  Natives,  and  were 

taken  under  the    advice    of  Governor 

Treacher,    the  Assistant  President  of 

(Siiam,  and  two  officers  of  the  North 

Borneo  Company ;  whether  it  is  a  fact 

that  an  armed  party  from  the  Zephyr, 

"  with (Jovemor Treacher  at  their  head," 

destroyed  the  boats,  burnt  the  villages, 

and    destroyed    the    arms    and    food, 

having  first  shelled  the  Natives  out  of 

their  bouses,  and  driven  men,  women, 

and  children  into  the  jungle;  whether 

he  has  noticed  the  following  passage  in 

tfae  Beport  of  the  Oommander  of  the 

Zephyr : — 

"I  trust  my  action  in  this  matter  will  meet 
with  yoor  approval  and  that  of  the  Commander- 
ia-Chief;" 

ud,  whether  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment has  expressed  approval  of  such 
action? 

The  first  LOED  (Lord  George 
Hamilton)  (Middlesex,  Ealing):  I  am 
Acquainted  with  the  contents  of  the 
letter  in  question,  from  which  the  hon. 
Oentieman  correctly  quotes  certain  ex- 
tracts. He  has  omitted  to  notice  that 
^  Seport  in  question  concludes  as 
follows : — 

"From  what  I  heard  at  Silam,  I  certainly 
eontider  that  any  delay  would  have  caused 
much  loss  of  life,  while  at  present  the  loss  on 
ou  side  ia  fitly  and  I  imagine  the  pirates  are 
ffioie  lightened  than  hurt.*^ 

"The  Government  approve  Commander 
Hope's  action. 

BUBMAH— LICENSING  AND    REGULA- 
TION OF  IMMORALITY. 

Mb.  ATKINSON  (Boston)  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  it  ia  true  that  arrangements 
ars  made  in  Bonnah,  with  a  view  of 
protecting  the   health    of   soldiers,  by  | 


which  prostitution  is  regulated ;  if  he 
would  inquire  whether  such  regulations 
may  not  act  as  a  temptation  to  vice  to 
young  soldiers ;  and,  if  he  would  state 
by  what  department  such  regulations 
are  instituted  and  maintained  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  (Sir  John  Gorst)  (Chatham) : 
Full  information  respecting  the  arrange- 
ments referred  to  was  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment in  a  Return  moved  for  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Shoreditch.  The  regu- 
lations are  instituted  and  maintained  by 
the  Governor  G  eneral  and  the  Governors 
in  Council  under  the  authority  of  the 
Indian  Law.  The  Secretary  of  State  has 
no  reason  to  believe  that  the  regulations 
are  such  as  to  act  as  a  temptation  to  vice ; 
but,  out  of  regard  to  the  wishes  of  the 
hon.  Member,  he  has  referred  the  ques- 
tion to  the  Government  of  India  for 
report. 

LUNATIC  ASYLUMS  (IRELAND)— RICH- 
MOND  DISTRICT  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 

Dr.  KENNY  (Cork,  S.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Under  what  authority  the 
Governors  or  Resident  Medical  Super- 
intendent of  the  Richmond  District 
Lunatic  Asylum  refuse  to  admit  into 
that  Institution  poor  persons  properly 
certified  as  insane  unless  certified  as 
dangerous  limatics  by  Divisional  Magis- 
trates of  the  City  of  Dublin ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  there  are  at  present  in  the 
wards  of  the  North  Dublin  Union  66 
female  and  27  male  lunatics,  for  whose 
proper  treatment  no  arrangements  exist 
within  the  union,  or  under  the  existing 
state  of  things  can  be  made ;  and  whe- 
ther he  will  direct  the  Governors  of  the 
Richmond  Asylum  to  receive,  as  far  as 
accommodation  will  permit,  aU  lunatics 
properly  certified  as  such,  whether  vio- 
lent, or  dangerous,  or  otherwise  ? 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said  :  The  practice  with  regard  to  Rich- 
mond Asylum  appears  to  be  to  receive 
all  lunatics,  so  far  as  accommodation 
permits,  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Go- 
vernors, are  properly  certified,  and  suit- 
able cases,  whether  violent,  dangerous, 
or  otherwise.  One  of  the  Inspectors  of 
Lunatics  reports,  with  respect  to  the 
lunatics  in  the  North  Dublin  Union, 
that  they  are,  for  the  most  part,  aged 
and  inoffensive  persons,  who  can  with 
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dae  care  be  satisfactorily  treated  there, 
and  that  when  necessity  arises  they  are 
transferred  to  the  Bichmond  Asylum. 

D».  KENNY  asked,  if  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  could  say  whe- 
ther the  Goyemors  of  the  Eichmond 
Lunatic  Asylum  actually  refused  to  re- 
ceive lunatics  from  the  North  Union, 
though  they  had  been  properly  certified 
as  lunatics  by  himself  ? 

Colonel  KINQ-HAEMAN  could  not 
say ;  but  he  would  deal  with  the  Ques- 
tion if  the  hon.  Member  put  it  down. 

Db.  KENNY  gave  Notice  that,  on 
going  into  Committee  of  Supply,  he 
would  call  attention  to  the  subject. 

METROPOLITAN  POLICE-DUTIES   OF 

THE  POLICE  SERVING  IN  THIS 

HOUSE. 

Mr.  GENT-DAVIS  (Lambeth,  Ken- 
nington)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  Whether  it 
is  a  fact  that  the  police  employed  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  doing  such 
long  hours,  are  sent  on  Sunday  to  do 
duty  in  Hyde  Park ;  whether  they  do  on 
an  average  some  16  hours' overtime  per 
week ;  and,  whether  Chief  Commissioner 
Warren  has  any  claim  whatever  upon 
their  services,  the  men  being  paid  for 
by  the  Government  ? 

The  UNDEE  SECEETAEY  of 
STATE  rMr.  Stuabt-Wortley)  (Shef- 
field, Hallam)  (who  replied)  said :  It  is  a 
fact  that  constables  employed  in  the 
House  have  occasionally  been  sent  to  do 
duty  in  Hyde  Park,  if  their  services  are 
required  there.  It  is  not  a  fact  that 
they  do  an  average  of  anything  like  16 
hours'  overtime  per  week,  although,  no 
doubt,  the  protracted  Sittings  of  the 
House,  and  the  repeated  meetings  in 
the  Parks,  have  of  late  thrown  some 
extra  duty  on  the  police.  All  police- 
constables  in  the  Metropolis  are  directly 
under  the  orders  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Police,  and  are  liable  to  do  any  duty 
which  he  considers  requisite. 

LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  ACTS— GUAR- 
DIANS OP  THE  CARRICKMACROSS 
UNION. 

Mb.  p.  O'BEIEN  (Monaghan,  N.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  he  can 
explain  the  delay  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  sending  their  Inspector 
to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  im- 
provement scheme  for  the  erection  of 
labourers'  cottages  adopted  by  the  Board 
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of  Guardians  of  the  Carrickmacross 
Union ;  whether  he  will  cause  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  attend  to  this 
matter  without  further  delay ;  and,  whe- 
ther he  can  name  the  date  upon  which 
the  inquiry  will  be  held  ? 

The  PAELIAMENTAEY  UNDER 
SECEETAEY  (Colonel  King-Hakmait) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  un- 
necessary delay  in  this  case.  All  the 
documents  in  connection  with  the  case 
were  not  in  the  hands  of  the  Local  Gh)- 
vemment  Board  until  the  14th  instant. 
They  hoped  soon  to  be  able  to  make 
arrangements  for  holding  an  inquiry, 
having  due  regard  to  the  claims  of  other 
Boards  of  Guardians. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
asked,  whether  the  right  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  had  any  objection, 
during  the  Eecess,  to  look  into  the  ques* 
tion  of  the  delay  in  making  Provisional 
Orders  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  ascertain  whether  that  was  owing 
to  a  want  of  Inspectors,  or  to  the  fact 
that  the  legal  preliminaries  took  an  un- 
necessarily long  time,  in  consequence  of 
the  fact  that  there  was  only  one  gentle* 
man  in  charge  of  the  Legal  Depart- 
ment? 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  said,  he 
would  make  inquiry  into  the  matter, 
and  pointed  out  that  in  this  case  there 
was  no  unnecessary  delay,  as  the  neces- 
sary Papers  were  not  in  the  hands  of  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  that  what 
he  asked  was  that  there  should  be  an 
inquiry  into  the  subject  generally,  be- 
cause almost  every  Board  of  Guardians 
in  Ireland  was  complaining  of  the  de- 
lav 

Mr.  p.  O'BEIEN  asked,  if  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  could  now 
say  when  the  inquiry  would  be  held  ? 

CoLOKEL  KING-HAEMAN  said,  he 
thought  it  would  be  held  at  the  end  ot 
the  month ;  but  he  could  not  absolutely 
fix  the  date. 

PARIS  EXHIBITION,  1889. 
Mr.  H.  T.  DAVENPOET  (Stafford^ 
shire;  Leek)  asked  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  What 
the  facilities  which  this  Goveroment 
prepared  to  afford  at  the  coming 
Exhibition  to  English  exhibitors; 
whether  he  is  aware  of  the  imi 
which  they  attach  to  the  appointmoKK^ 
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by  their  GoTemment  of  some  person  to 
assist  and  advise  them  and  to  protect 
their  interests  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Fekgusson)  (Man- 
cheater,  N.E.) :  The  particular  facilities 
to  be  afforded  will  depend  chiefly  upon 
the  number  and  the  wishes  of  iu  tending 
exhibitors  from  this  country ;  and  steps 
will  be  taken  to  ascertain  these  when 
the  arrangements  for  the  Exhibition 
proposed  to  be  held  in  1889  shall  have 
aBsumed  a  formal  shape. 

ADMIRALTY— SHEERS  AT  PEMBROKE 
DOCKYARD. 

Abhiral  MAYNE  (Pembroke  and 
Hayerfordwest)  asked  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  Whether  he  has  yet  bad 
tune  to  consider  and  decide  upon  the 
Estunate  for  erecting  sheers  at  Pem- 
broke, which  was  officially  sent  in  to 
the  Admiralty  on  the  31st  March ;  whe- 
ther, in  view  of  the  small  sum  for  which 
tlie  present  obsolete  sheers  can  be  re- 
placed by  efficient  ones,  he  still  intends 
to  ran  the  risk,  which  must  to  some  ex-  ^ 
tent  exist,  of  sending  the  Aurora  and 
Nile  to  another  port  without  their 
engines ;  and,  whether  sendiug  vessels 
built  at  one  port  to  be  engined  and 
boDered  at  another  causes  delay  in  their 
completion,  and  consequent  additional 
expense  to  the  country  ? 

The  rniST  IK)RD    (Lord  George 
Hamilton)  (Middlesex,  Ealing) :  It  has 
been  decided  not  to  erect  the  sheers  at 
Pembroke  at  present.      It  is  believed 
tliat  arrangements  can  be  made  for  put- 
ting in  the  engines  and  boilers  of  the 
NUe  at  Pembroke,  and  that  it  will  only 
be  necessary  to  send  the  Aurora  else- 
where.   As  a  matter  of  economy,  there 
^  00  practical  difference  in  the  cost  as 
between  vessels  sent  from  Pembroke  to 
another  yard  before  they  are  engined, 
or  retained  at  Pembroke  till  the  stage 
of  progress  is  reached   at  which  they 
<^old   have    their    engines  placed    on 
board. 

PITBUC  MEETINGS  (IRELAND)— INTER- 
FERENCE OP  THE  POLICE  AT  DUN- 
GANNON. 

Me.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) 
^ed  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland,  By  what  right, 
*Ad  under  what  authority,  a  party  of 
constables,  xinder  the  command  of  a 
Aflrident    Magistrate    named    Mayne, 


broke  into  the  private  grounds  of  Mr. 
W.  Moffett,  of  DuDgannon  House,  on 
Thursday  19th  instant,  and  attacked 
with  batons  a  number  of  persons  as- 
sembled therein ;  if,  at  the  same  time, 
and  notwithstanding  a  proclamation 
signed  by  certain  magistrates  and  pub- 
licly posted  up,  which  warned  people 
not  to  assemble  in  Dungannon  on  that 
day,  an  organized  crowd  gathered  at  the 
Eailway  Station  to  receive  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Kane,  a  prominent  Oraugeman,  who 
came  from  Belfast  to  address  a  public 
meeting  at  Dungannon,  and  carried  out 
his  intention  without  interference  from 
the  police  or  magistrates;  and,  if  he 
will  state  why  the  measure  of  toleration 
extended  to  Orangemen  in  the  town  of 
Dungannon  was  refused  to  Nationalists, 
who  met  in  a  private  place  a  mile  dis- 
tant? 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  King-Haeman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied)  said, 
he  had  nothing  to  add  to  what  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  had  already  said 
with  regard  to  the  prohibition  of  this 
meeting  at  Dungannon.  The  reason  for 
the  interference  of  the  Resident  Magis- 
trate was  because  one  of  the  meetings 
was  being  held  out-of-doors,  on  the 
ground  of  Mr.  MofiPett,  in  defiance  of  the 
Proclamation.  There  was  really  no  at- 
tack by  batons  on  the  persons  assembled, 
and  the  meeting  was  subsequently  held 
in  a  building  without  being  interfered 
with.  There  was  no  attempt  to  hold 
the  other  meeting  outside.  It  was  held 
in  a  building,  and  there  addressed  by 
Dr.  Kane.  Practically,  the  same  course 
was  adopted  with  regard  to  both  meet- 
ings. 

Mr.  M.  J.  K:ENNY  asked,  did  the 
Orangemen  not  proceed  in  procession 
from  the  railway  station  to  the  Town 
Hall,  and  why  was  not  that  prohibited  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  said,  the 
Question  on  the  Paper  had  only  refer- 
ence to  public  meetings,  and  ne  had 
answered  it. 

Mr.  M*CARTAN  (Down,  S.)  asked 
if  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
was  aware  that  Mr.  Moffett  had  com- 
menced proceedings  against  the  Resi- 
dent Magistate  for  the  recovery  of  £500 
for  damage  done  to  him  on  the  occasion  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  said,  he 
was  not  aware  of  it. 

Mr.  WADDY  (Lincolnshire,  Brigg) 
asked,  whether  it  was  not  a  fact  that. 
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although  they  had  been  informed  that 
Dungannon  was  to  be  proclaimed  for 
both  parties,  the  Orangemen  were  al- 
lowed to  assemble  and  walk  in  proces- 
sion through  the  street,  while  the  Na- 
tionalists were  prevented    from  doing 

80? 

Colonel  KENQ-HAEMAN  said,  that 
both  parties  had  a  sort  of  procession, 
but  one  party  held  their  meeting  in  a 
building;  but  the  other  attempted  to 
hold  a  meeting  in  the  open,  which  was 
prohibited. 

SEA  AND  COAST  FISHERIES  (IRELAND) 
—TRAWLING  IN  DONEGAL  BAY. 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.)  (for  Mr.  Mao  Neill)  (Donegal, 
8.)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether 
any  formal  order  as  to  the  result  of 
their  investigation  has  been  promul- 
gated by  the  Fishery  Commissioners 
who  held  inquiries  last  year  in  the 
towns  of  Donegal  and  Killybegs,  on  the 
question  of  permitting  trawling  in  Done- 
gal Bay;  and,  whether  he  is  aware  that 
in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  any 
authoritative  pronouncement  on  the  sub- 
ject the  peace  is  likely  to  be  endangered, 
in  consequence  of  disputes  between  the 
ordinary  fishermen  and  the  trawlers  ? 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said :  No  such  order  has  been  issued,  as 
the  case  of  Donegal  Bay  can  only  be 
dealt  with  in  connection  with  the  general 
question  of  trawling  on  the  Coast  of 
Ireland,  which  will  be  considered  when 
the  necessary  inquiries  have  been  com- 
pleted. The  Government  are  not  aware 
that  the  peace  is  likely  to  be  endangered. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Chanok  (Kilkenny,  S.), 

Colonel  KINQ-HARMAN  said,  he 
was  informed  that  the  Fishery  Commis- 
sioners had  not  the  facilities  afforded  by 
the  presence  of  a  steamer. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
asked  if  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman had  any  information  to  the  effect 
that,  owing  to  the  hostile  action  of  the 
fishermen  against  the  trawlers,  the  re- 
venue cutter  had  been  invited  to  protect 
the  trawlers  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  said,  he 
had  no  information  as  to  that  The 
only  information  he  had  received  was 
that  some  of  the  linesmen  would  oppose 
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by  every  Constitutional  means  the  course 
of  action  of  one  of  the  trawling  vessels. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) 
asked  why  the  Fishery  Commissioners 
had  not  issued  an  order  announcing 
their  decision  on  the  subject  of  the 
inquiry  held  by  them  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  said,  he 
had  already  stated  that  they  did  not  in- 
tend to  issue  a  special  order  with  regard 
to  Donegal  Bay  until  they  issued  an 
order  with  regard  to  all  the  bays  on  the 
West  of  Ireland. 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  IRISH  LIGHTS- 
LIGHTHOUSE  KEEPERS  AND  THEIR 
FAMILIES. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  If 
Regulations  have  been  lately  issued 
by  the  Irish  Board  of  Lights  forbidding 
lighthouse  keepers  to  retain  boats  at 
their  stations ;  and,  if  so,  could  he  so 
modify  the  Regulation  as  to  afford  the 
families  of  the  lighthouse  men  reason- 
able opportunities  of  attending  Divine 
Service,  attending  school,  and  calling 
for  medical  assistance  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency ? 

The  secretary  (Baron  Henry  De 
Worms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) :  The 
Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights,  some 
years  ago,  found  that  the  habit  of  light- 
house keepers  absenting  themselves  from 
their  station  in  boats  was  often  the 
cause  of  interruption  to  the  service  and 
of  danger  to  the  men  themselves.  They, 
therefore,  decided  to  prohibit  the  keep- 
ing of  boats  at  lighthouse  stations.  The 
matter  was  again  under  consideration  in. 
1885,  when  the  Commissioners  saw  no 
reason  to  alter  their  former  decision. 
To  meet  oases  of  emergency,  a  system 
has  been  arranged  by  which  keepers 
can  communicate  by  signal  with  tlie 
shore. 

Colonel  NOLAN  asked  if  there  was 
any  provision  made  to  enable  them  to 
attend  Divine  Service  and  school  ? 

Baron  HENRY  DE  WORMS  said, 
the  only  opportunity  that  could  be 
afforded  would  be  the  one  which  arose 
when  a  steamer  called  at  the  lighthouse 
bringing  provisions  and  other  neces- 
saries.  The  Commissioners  could  not 
alter  the  Regulations  they  had  Txiade 
prohibiting  boats  being  constantly  ^^ 
lighthouses  for  the  reasons  he  had  at&ted^  I 
Colonel  NOLAN :  Am  I  te  uxideN 
stand  that  they  are  to  have  no  oprK>l^ 
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tonity  of  attending  Divine  Service  or 
tohool? 

Bahon  HENKY  DE  WOEMS  said, 
these  Begulations  related  to  the  time 
when  the  men^orere  on  duty. 

POST  OFFICE    (IRELAND)  — CARRIAGE 
OF  MAILS  TO  KILMALLOCK. 

Mb.  FI.NUCANE  (limerick,  E.) 
asked  the  Postmaster  General,  Is  there 
a  day  mail  from  Bruff  and  Kilfinnane, 
two  of  the  most  important  towns  in  East 
Limerick,  to  Kilmallook ;  if  so,  is  there 
a  despatch  of  such  mails  from  Kilmallock 
to  Limerick,  the  capital  of  the  county ; 
and,  if  not,  could  one  be  despatched ; 
does  a  day  mail  to  Limerick  pass  by 
Bniree  Railway  Station,  which  is  con- 
venient to  Kilmallock ;  and,  has  a  oar 
owner  at  Kilmallock  proposed  to  carry 
the  mails  to  Bruree  on  reasonable  terms ; 
and,  if  so,  will  some  such  arrangement 
be  made,  to  establish  a  day  mail  be- 
tween Limerick  and  the  above-men- 
tioned towns  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikss)  (Cambridge  University) :  There 
are  day  mails  from  BruffandKilfinnane 
to  Kilmallock.     These  mails  do  not  at 
present  reach  Kilmallock  in  time  for  the 
despatch  by  the  day  mail  to  Limerick, 
which   18  sent  by  way  of  Charleviile. 
The  train  which  conveys  this  day  mail 
to  Limerick  passes  Bruree  Station,  which 
is  about  four  miles  from  Kilmallock. 
No  offer  for  the  conveyance  of  mails  from 
Kilmallock  to  Bruree  Station  by  car  has 
been  received.  A  later  despatch  to  Lime- 
rick  might  be  afforded,  which  would 
inclade  the  day  mail  letters  from  Kilfin- 
nane  and  Bruff  if  the  bag  were  sent  by 
car  to  Bruree  to  catch  the  train  at  that 
point ;  but  a  still  better  service  might 
be  afforded  by  despatching  a  bag  from 
Kilmallock  by  the  up  day  mail  train 
rid  Xiimerick  Junction,  from  which  point 
there  is  now  a  train  to  Limerick,  reach- 
ing' Limerick  at  4.30  p.m.    The  question 
of  making  this  arrangement  is  under 
cooaideration . 

PUBLIC     31EETINGS    (IRELAND)  —  NA- 
TIONAXaST  MEETINGS  IN  ULSTER. 

Mr.  M*CAETAN  (Down,  S.)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  the  meet- 
ings lately  convened  by  Protestant  Home 
Balers  at  Armagh  and  Caledon  were 
prodaioied  by  the  Government,  after 
the  announcement  of  counter  demonstra- 


tions, to  be  held  at  the  same  time  and 
place,  by  so-called  Loyalists ;  and,  whe- 
ther it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  proclaim  all  meetings  of  Na- 
tionalists in  Ulster  whenever  other  per- 
sons thus  threaten  to  hold  counter  de- 
monstrations at  same  time  and  place,  in 
opposition  to  the  Constitutional  rights 
of  peaceable  citizens  ? 

The  PARLLIMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  King-Habman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said:  These  meetings  were  prohibited 
by  the  local  magistrates.  The  Gt>vem- 
ment  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  state- 
ment of  policy  made  on  their  behalf  by 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary during  the  debate  on  the  subject 
on  Friday  last. 

Me.  chance  (KUkenny,  S.)  asked, 
whether  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman knew  that  the  magistrates  alleged 
that  any  illegality  or  breach  of  the  peace 
had  been  committed  prior  to  the  pro- 
clamation  of  these  meetings  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  said,  he 
presumed  not.  He  presumed  the  magis- 
trates acted  for  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing a  breach  of  the  peace. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY  —  AL- 
LEGED  MISCONDUCT  OF  TWO  CON- 
STABLES,  CO.  LIMERICK. 

Db.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  (for 
Mr.  Finuoane)  (Limerick,  E.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  If  it  is  true  that  on  the 
nightof  the  29th  of  last  March  two  police- 
men, who  are  on  protection  duty  in 
Limerick  in  an  evicted  farm  of  Major 
Hares,  Chester,  entered  the  house  of 
Mrs.  Ryan,  of  Cloonlusk,  Doon,  County 
Limerick,  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  and 
after  abuse  of  herself  and  family  broke 
her  windows;  if  Mrs.  Ryan  and  her 
son  followed  the  policemen  to  ^eir 
barrack,  and  found  both  so  helplessly 
drunk  that  she  believes  they  mistook  her 
house  for  their  barrack ;  if  Mrs.  Ryan 
reported  the  occurrence  to  District  In- 
spector Dunne,  Newpallas ;  and,  if  the 
Constabulary  Authonties  have  ordered 
an  investigation;  and,  if  not,  will  the 
Government  direct  them  to  do  so  ? 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said :  The  only  foundation  for  this 
Question  appeared  to  be  that  Mrs. 
Ryan  reported  at  the  police  station  that 
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about  10  o'clock  on  that  night  she  heard 
a  knocking  at  the  window,  and  that  a 
small  pane  of  glass  was  broken.  She 
got  up,  and  she  alleged  she  saw  two 
policemen  at  the  window,  and  she  sub- 
sequently pointed  them  out  in  the  bar- 
racks. She  also  alleged  they  were  not 
sober,  though  she  declined  to  say  that 
they  were  drunk.  Several  witnesses  de- 
clared that  these  policemen  were  sober 
both  when  they  left  and  returned  to 
their  quarters  that  night.  The  Inspec- 
tor General  had  instituted  a  further  in- 
quiry into  the  case. 

Dk.  KENNY  (Cork.  S.)  asked,  whe- 
ther the  witnesses  who  declared  the 
policemen  to  be  sober  were  policemen 

thonmAlvos  r 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  :  They 
probably  were.     I  cannot  say. 

VACCINATION    LAWS  -  ASSAULT    ON 
THE  POLICE  AT  LEICESTER. 

Mb.  PICTON  (Leicester)  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, Whether  Joseph  Wright,  car- 
penter, Leicester,  and  George  Butler, 
labourer,  Belgrave,  were  convicted,  on 
Saturday  14th  May,  before  the  Leicester 
County  Magistrates,  of  throwing,  the 
former  a  stone,  and  the  latter  a  rotten 
egg,  at  policemen  engaged  in  protecting 
the  auctioneer  at  the  sale  of  goods  be- 
longing to  Mr.  King,  of  Mere  Eoad, 
New  Evington,  and  distrained  in  en- 
forcement of  a  fine  inflicted  for  the  non- 
vaccination  of  a  child  dead  more  than  a 
year  ago ;  whether  Joseph  Wright  was 
fined  £10  18«.,  including  costs,  and 
George  Butler  £3  3«.  6i. ;  whether  the 
evidence  against  the  accused  was  g^ven 
solely  by  police  officers,  and  was  contra- 
dicted, in  the  former  case  by  three  and 
in  the  latter  case  by  four  bystanders; 
and,  whether  the  Government  will  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  modifying  or 
remitting  the  sentence  ? 

The  under  SECRETAEY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Stxtabt-Wobtley)  (Shef- 
field, Hallam)  (who  replied)  said :  Wright 
and  Butler  were  convicted,  to  the  perfect 
satisfaction  of  the  Justices,  of  assault- 
ing the  police  in  the  execution  of  their 
duty.  This  assault  was  part  of  an  or- 
ganized attempt  made  in  the  locality  to 
prevent  the  law  from  taking  its  course 
by  threats  of  violence  to  the  auctioneer 
and  by  riotous  proceedings  at  the  auc- 
tion. The  Secretary  of  State  sees  no 
reason  for  interfering  with  the  sentence. 

Colonel  King-Harman 


PUBLIC  WORSHIP  RE  rULATION  ACT, 
1874— THE  REV.  J.  BELL  COX. 
Mr.  HOARE  (Norwich)  asked  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  Itesolu- 
tions  unanimously  passed  by  both  Hoases 
of  the  Convocation  of  Canterbury,  and 
also  by  the  House  of  Laymen,  regard- 
ing— 

"the  inappropriateneas  of  imprisonments  as  a 
penalty  ensuing  on  a  prosecution  oonceming 
Ritual ;  " 

and,  whether,  taking  into  consideration 
that  a  clergyman,  the  Bev.  J.  Bell  Cox, 
is  at  present  undergoing  such  imprison- 
ment. Her  Majesty's  Government  are 
prepared  to  consider  such  alteration  of 
the  Law  as  may  be  necessary  to  abolish 
the  penalty  of  imprisonment  in  the  case 
of  ''prosecutions  concerning  Bitual?" 
The  hon.  Member,  in  putting  his  Ques- 
tion, expressed  his  pleasure  at  the  altered 
circumstances  brought  about  by  the  re- 
lease of  the  Bev.  J.  Bell  Cox. 

Mb.  CHANNING  (Northampton.  E.) 
also  asked.  Whether  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's attention  has  been  called  to  the 
imprisonment  for  contumacy  of  the  Bev. 
James  Bell  Cox,  Vicar  of  St.  Margaret's 
Church,  Prince's  Boad,  Liverpool ;  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  the  Bitual  adopted 
by  Mr.  Cox  in  the  services  of  his  church 
was  approved  by  the  large  majority  of 
the  congregation;  and,  wnether,  under 
the  circumstances.  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment will  consider  the  advisability 
of   introducing    in    this  House,   or  in 
''  another  place,"  a  measure  to  amend 
'*The  Public  Worship  Act,  1874,"  and 
other  Acts  on  the  same  subject,  with  & 
view  to  restrict  the  opportunities  now- 
existing  of  instituting  prosecutions  not 
supported  by  a  majority  of  the  parish.^ 
ioners    or    congregations    directly    af« 
f  ected  ? 

The  FIBST  LOBD  (Mr.  W.  H.  Siotb:) 
(Strand,  Westminster) :  I  rejoice,  Sir,  in. 
common,  I  think,  with  everyone,  th^t 
the    circumstances    under    which    tblB 
Question  is  put  have  been  changed  l>3r 
the  release  of  Mr.  Bell  Cox  from  priaoix* 
The  facts,  I  believe,  are  generally  ooi'. 
rectly  stated,  although  I  have  no  offioi^l 
information  as  to  the  Besolutions 
either  by  the  Houses  of  Convocatioix 
the  House  of  Laymen.    I  regret 
much  that  imprisonment  should  be 
flicted  as  a  penalty  under  circumstiLVko^a 
of  this  character ;  but  the  hon.  Qexx^ 
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man  must  be  aware  that  legislation 
affecting  tlie  Charch  is  always  attended 
with  great  difficulties  in  this  House. 
Therefore,  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  enter 
into  any  engagements  of  the  kind  sug- 
gested in  the  Question. 

LONDON  CORPORATION  (CHARGES  OF 
MALVERSATION). 

Mr.  BEADLAUGH  (Northampton) 
asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
Whether  the  Government  will  afford 
facilities  for  the  discussion  of  the  Eeport 
of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Charges 
against  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of 
London  ? 

TheFIEST  LOED (Mr. W.H.Smith) 
(Strand,  Westminster):  If thehon.  Mem- 
W  will  place  on  the  Paper  the  terms  of 
^7  Motion  he  may  desire  to  make  on 
the  subject  I  will  consider  them,  and 
^  if  it  is  possible  for  the  Government 
to  afford  him  facilities  for  their  discus- 
sion; but,  as  the  hon.  Member  is  aware, 
rerj  much  will  depend  on  the  progress 
n»de  with  Public  Business. 

Mb. BEADLAUGH:  Inconsequence 
of  tbe  answer  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
^  I  beg  to  state  that  I  shall  put 
oponthe  Order  Book  of  the  House  the 
following  Notice : — 

*'Tb$t,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
condttct  of  Gabriel  Prior  Goldney,  City  Re- 
Jjemljancer ;  Sir  John  B.  Monokton,  knight, 
J<»»n  Clerk ;  of  the  members  of  *  the  Special 
Committee '  of  the  Corporation  ;  and  of  other 
aemWt  and  oflBciala  of  the  City  of  London,  as 
oaehmd  in  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee 
<»  Wdon  Corporation  (Charges  of  Mai  versa- 
Jjoo).  IB  derogatory  to  the  dignity,  and  deserves 
M« reprobation,  of  this  House." 

^  BHITTSH  PARLIAMENT  AND  THE 
I  CHANNEL  ISLANDS  AND  ISLE  OF 
I     HAN. 

I  &8  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
I  ^y.  &e.)  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the 
I  I'^^^^f*  Whether  there  is  anywhere  to 
I  wB  found  an  authoritative  statement  of 
I  «ie  pelatioD  of  the  British  Parliament  to 
m  Channel  Islands  and  the  Isle  of 
*«i ;  particulars  of  the  powers  of  the 
^^h  ParJiamenfc  and  the  Man  Parlia- 
^t  respectivelj  in  Man ;  whether  any 
limmtyis  exercised  by  the  British  Par- 
^ent  in  the  Channel  islands ;  whether 
P®  Channel  Islands  are  in  any  sense  a 
^fldence  of  this  country ;  whether  the 
^^^jj^thorities  claim  that  England  is 
^2®^^^^  of  the  Channel  Islands, 
FP^iwiting  Old   Normandy;  whether 


each  is  independent  of  the  other ;  and, 
generally,  the  conditions  and  limitations 
of  Home  Rule  as  exercised  in  the  Channel 
Islands  and  Man  ? 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster) :  It  would 
be  better  to  refer  the  hon.  Member  to 
the  available  sources  of  information ; 
and  I  am  unable  to  express  any  opinion 
with  regard  to  the  relations  between 
these  Islands  and  the  Imperial  Legis- 
lature, as  that  relation  appears  uncer- 
tain. For  particulars  of  tne  powers  of 
the  British  Parliament  and  the  Man 
Parliament  respectively,  I  must  refer 
the  hon.  Member  to  the  Report  of  the 
Commission  of  Inquiry  into  the  Isle  of 
Man  in  1792  (not  numbered),  also  to 
Stephen^ 8  New  Commentaries  on  the  Laws  of 
England,  p.  98  of  eighth  edition  of  1880, 
and  to  Blachstone^s  Commentaries,  p.  89 
of  edition  of  1857.  As  regards  the 
Channel  Islands,  Stephen^s  Commentaries 
(p.  100  of  same  edition)  may  be  con- 
sulted, and  Blachstone  (p.  95,  same 
edition).  A  Royal  Commission  was  ap- 
pointed in  1846  to  inquire  into  the 
Criminal  Law  in  the  Channel  Islands, 
and  reported  fully  as  to  Jersey  and 
Guernsey  in  1847.  As  regards  Jersey, 
questions  of  civil  organization  of  govern- 
ment are  better  elucidated  by  the  Re- 
port of  the  later  Royal  Commission  in 
1857. 

PURCHASE  OF  LAND  (IRELAND)  ACT, 
1886— RETURNS. 

Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottingham,  Rush- 
clifiPe)  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury, What  were  the  undermentioned 
sums  in  connection  with  *'  The  Purchase 
of  Land  Act  (Ireland)  1885  "  up  to  dOth 
April,  1887: — Total  advance;  sum  ap- 
plied for  and  refused ;  sum  applied  for 
respecting  which  no  decision  had  been 
arrived  at ;  sum  sanctioned  after  modi- 
fication of  terms  of  purchase,  with 
amount  of  such  modification  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster)  :  The 
total  advance  sanctioned  is  £2,456,525 ; 
the  total  advances  issued,  £1,093,652 ; 
the  sum  applied  for  and  refused, 
£358,123;  the  sum  applied  for  re- 
specting which  no  decision  had  been 
arrived  at,  £475,265.  Of  the  sums  ap- 
plied for  and  refused,  the  amount  of 
£69,045  was  subsequently  sanctioned, 
the  sum  originally  applied  for  having 
been  £82, 669.  I  have  only  received  this 
information  by  telegraph. 
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Mr.  J.  a.  HUBBARD  (London) 
asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
"Whether,  in  view  of  the  renewed  agita- 
tion in  Wales  against  the  recovery  of 
tithe  rent-charge,  and  of  the  violent  re- 
sistance opposed  to  officials  fulfilling 
their  lawful  duty,  by  bands  of  men 
organized  and  directed  by  the  **  Anti- 
Tithe  League,"  the  Government  will 
issue  Proclamations  in  Welsh  and  Eng- 
lish, declaring  the  illegality  of  these 
tumultuous  proceedings,  and  will  also 
direct  prosecutions  to  be  instituted 
against  the  leaders  of  this  criminal 
conspiracy  ? 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
Sir,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  Order;  and 
wish  to  ask  whether  your  attention  has 
been  directed  to  the  form  of  this  Ques- 
tion ?  It  is  a  Question  about  the  agita- 
tion against  tithes  in  Wales ;  and  I  would 
direct  your  attention  to  the  latter  part  of 
the  Question — 

**  Declaring  the  illeg^ty  of  these  tumultuouA 
proceedings,  and  will  also  direct  prosecutions  to 
be  instituted  against  the  leaders  of  this  criminal 
conspiracy.'* 

I  wish  to  know  whether  the  House 
should  keep  upon  its  records  a  Question 
which  assumes  that  the  agitation  which 
these  persons  are  engaged  in  is  a  *^  cri- 
minal conspiracy  ?  " 

Mr.  speaker  :  I  think  that  the 
assumption  to  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  alludes  ought  not  to  be  made 
in  the  Question. 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster) :  In  re- 
plying to  the  Question  which  has  been 
put  to  me,  1  will  omit  all  reference  to 
the  character  of  the  agitation.  I  am 
very  glad  to  say  I  am  informed  that  the 
agitation  is  subsiding  in  Wales  with 
regard  to  the  tithe  rent-charge,  and  that 
people  there  are  beginning  to  see  the 
necessity  of  complying  with  the  existing 
law. 

WALES-INTERMEDIATE    EDUCATION 
— GOVEKNMENT  ASSISTANCE. 

Mr.  CORNWALLIS  WEST  (Den- 
bigh, W.)  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  Whether  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment are  prepared  to  offer  the  same 
measure  of  assistance  to  Wales  as  is 
given  for  educational  purposes  to  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  by  an  annual  grant  of 
money  for  intermediate  education,  in- 
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eluding  Training  Colle-^es  for  teachers 
in  the  event  of  a  Bill  dealing  with  this 
subject,  and  commanding  the  general 
support  of  Welsh  Representatives,  being 
submitted  to  Parliament  ? 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster) :  Univer- 
sity Colleges  of  Wales  now  receive 
grants  of  £12,000  a-year,  as  against 
£16,000  paid  to  the  Scotch  Universities 
as  Teaching  Colleges,  and  about  £5,000 
to  the  Queen's  Colleges  in  Ireland.  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  while  recognizing 
the  importance  of  this  subject,  are  not 
prepared,  for  obvious  reasons,  to  pledge 
themselves  as  to  the  nature  and  amount 
of  the  financial  assistance  that  could  be 
looked  for  from  the  State  in  the  event  of 
any  Bill  being  brought  forward. 


WAR  OFFICE  (ORDNANCE  DEPART- 
MENT)  -  ISSUE  OF  DEFECTIVE 
WEAPONS  —  THE  RESPONSIBLE 
OFFICIALS. 

Mr.  HANBURY  (Preston)  asked  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether, 
as  seven  high  officials,  one  of  whom  is 
still  a  member  of  the  Ordnance  Com- 
mittee, and  another  is  the  First  Naval 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  have  been  named 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  as 
being  between  them  responsible  for  the 
manufacture    or    issue    to   almost   the 
whole   of  the    men  of  Her  Majesty's 
Navy  of  arms,  described  by  a  Special 
Committee  as   **  absolutely  inefficient, 
untrustworthy,  and  unfit  for  service;" 
and,  as  Notice  has  been   given  of  a 
Motion  to  give  effect  to  the  statement  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  by  stop- 
ping or  reducing  the  pay  and  pensions 
of  such  officials,  if,  after  proper  discus- 
sion, this  House  should  be  of  opinion 
that  they  have  failed  in  their  duty,   he 
will,  under  these  circumstances,  arrang;e 
that  the  Votes  for  such  pay  and  pensions 
shall,  in  the  Army  and  Navy  Estimates 
respectively,  be  taken  on  an  early  day» 
and  be  brought  forward  at  such  a  time 
as  to  allow  of  ample   discussion,    and 
of  a  Division  being  taken  upon  eaoh.  of 
them? 

The  FIRST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster) :  I  am 
informed  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  tliat 
letters  have  been  written  by  his  direction  | 
from  the  War  Office  to  the  Army  oficialei 
mentioned  by  him  as  responsible  for  the] 
issue  of  inefficient  arms,  oidling  tlxeir*! 
attention  to  the  Report  of  the  SpociaU 
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Gommittoe,  and  asking  for  any  observa- 
tiouB  they  may  have  to  offer.  No  re- 
plies have  yet  been  received.  The  Ad- 
miralty deny  that  their  officers  are  in 
any  way  responsible  for  the  defects  in 
strength  or  material  of  the  weapons 
allnded  to,  their  responsibility  being 
confined  to  reporting  upon  the  pattern, 
80  far  as  its  weight,  size,  and  handiness 
were  concerned.  The  responsibility  for 
the  quality  of  warlike  stores  has  always 
rested  with  the  manufacturer  or  issuer 
ef  such  stores,  and  not  with  the  user.  I 
understand  that  my  hon.  Friend  wishes 
to  raise  a  debate  and  take  a  Division 
upon  the  subject  generally.  I  shall  be 
yery  glad  to  confer  with  him,  and  to 
arrange  that  an  early  day  shall  be  fixed 
for  the  discussion  of  an  Estimate  or  Esti- 
mates which  will  give  him  the  oppor- 
tunity of  raising  the  question  which  he 
desires  to  bring  before  the  House. 

THE    NEW  RULES    OP    PROCEDURE- 
RULE  2  (8ITTIKG8  OP  THE  HOUSE). 

Ma.  PBOVAND  (Glasgow,  Black- 
friars,  &c.)  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  When  he  intends  to  move  the 
Besolution  relating  to  Sittings  of  the 
Hoaee,  which  is  the  next  in  order  of  the 
New  Procedure  Kules  ? 

The  first  lord  (Mr.  W.H.Smith) 
(Strand,  Westminster),  in  reply,  said, 
the  hon.  'Member  must  see  that  in  the 
present  state  of  the  Business  of  the 
House  it  was  not  psssible  to  give  any 
information  as  to  the  renewal  of 
the  discussion  upon  the  Sules  of  Pro- 
cedure. 

FISHERY  BOARD  (SCOTLAND) -CROP- 
TERS  AND  cottars  FISHING  BOATS 
—LOANS. 

I>&.  CLABK  (Caithness)  asked  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether  the 
GoTemment  are  aware  that  the  average 
eo0t  of  a  suitable  fishing  boat  and  nets 
IB  about  £400 ;  whether,  in  view  of  the 
eridence  contained  in  the  Iteport  of  the 
Sojal  Oommission  on  Orofters  and  Oot- 
taxBy  as  to  the  inability  of  orofters  and 
eottars  to  furnish  such  a  sum  of  money, 
it  10  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
eontixiue  to  impose  the  conditions  stated 
in  the  Memorandum  of  the  Secretary  for 
Sootland  in  January  last,  by  which 
crofters  and  cottars,  who  desire  to  borrow 
^^mefy  horn  the  Fishery  Board  for  the 
-aaxchmee  of  fishing  boats  and  nets,  are 
compelled  to  pay  down  one-third  or  ome* 
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fourth  of  the  cost  of  fishing  boats ;  and 
whether  any  money  has  yet  been  lent  to 
crofters  and  cottars  under  the  Crofters 
Act ;  and  if  the  present  conditions  are 
found  to  be  prohibitory,  will  the  Govern- 
ment re-consider  the  matter  ? 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster)  :  The 
average  cost  of  a  fishing  boat  and 
nets  suitable  for  fishermen  in  crofting 
parishes  is  about  £350.  Of  this  sum 
only  one-fourth,  or  about  £88,  need  be 
found  by  the  fishermen,  while  the  Fishery 
Board  advances  the  remaining  £262. 
As  from  six  to  eight  men  are  required 
as  a  crew  for  boats  of  this  kind,  the  sum 
to  be  provided  by  each  fisherman  would 
not  exceed  about  £12.  These  terms  are 
more  liberal  than  those  recommended 
by  the  Roytil  Commission  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  Member.  A  very  large  num- 
ber of  applications  have  been  received 
by  the  Fishery  Board  for  loans  on  the 
present  terms ;  but  no  money  has  been 
actually  advanced  as  yet.  As  the  pre- 
sent conditions  have  not  yet  had  a  fair 
trial,  the  Government  are  not  now  pre- 
pared to  reconsider  them. 

AGRARIAN  CRIME  (IRELAND). 

Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  (Edinburgh, 
Mid  Lothian) :  I  wish  to  put  a  Question 
to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  of  which 
I  have  not  been  able  to  give  either 
public  or  private  Notice,  and  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  is  not  in  his  place,  per- 
haps I  might  ask  the  kind  attention  of 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland.  [At 
this  point  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfotjr  entered 
the  House  from  behind  the  Speaker's 
Chair.]  The  Question  is  simply  to  this 
efifect.  It  appears  to  me  that  it  would 
be  very  desirable  for  the  House  to  be  in 
possession,  during  the  remaining  dis- 
cussion on  the  Criminal  Law  Amend- 
ment (Ireland)  Bill,  of  the  latest  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  agrarian  outrages 
in  Ireland ;  and  I  wish  to  know  whether 
the  Government  will  be  so  good  as  to 
arrange  that,  as  the  month  of  May  will 
have  expired  before  the  House  meets 
again,  the  agrarian  offences  reported  to 
the  Constabulary  in  May  shall  be  made 
known  to  the  House  when  it  meets 
again. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.J.  Balfoub)  (Manchester, 
E.) :  Yes ;  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  lay 
the  information  before  the  House ;  but 
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I  can  now  give  the  House  the  satisfac- 
tory information  that  since  the  Criminal 
Liw  Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill  has  been 
introduced  there  has  been  a  marked 
decrease  of  crime. 

EGYPT-THE   ANGLO-TURKISH 
CONVENTION. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.)  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  he  could  now  inform 
the  House  if  the  Convention  which  had 
been  negotiated  with  the  Forte  with 
regard  to  Egypt  had  been  forwarded, 
and  what  were  its  provisions;  and  if 
his  right  hon.  Friend  could  not  inform 
the  House  now  when  he  would  be  in  a 
position  to  give  the  House  full  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  it,  and  lay  a  copy  of 
it  upon  the  Table  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Febgusson)  (Man- 
chesteri  N.E.) :  The  telegrams  received 
this  morning  from  Constantinople  are 
somewhat  confused,  and  therefore  I  am 
unable  to  give  any  definite  answer  as 
regards  the  conclusion  of  the  Convention ; 
and,  naturally,  until  we  have  received 
positive  intelligence  I  cannot  name  a 
time  for  informing  the  House  of  it. 
But,  as  I  have  already  told  the  House, 
the  Government  will  take  the  earliest 
possible  opportunity  of  giving  full  in- 
formation on  the  subject. 

CELEBRATION  OF  THE  JUBILEE  YEAR 
OP  HER  MAJESTY'S  REIGN  — THE 
NAVAL  REVIEW. 

In  reply  to  Sir  William  Ckossman 
(Portsmouth), 

The  first  LORD  op  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Lord  Geobgb  Hamilton) 
(Middlesex,  Ealing)  said,  that  the  Indian 
troopships  which  it  was  proposed  to 
place  at  the  disposal  of  the  Houses  of 
Farliament  on  the  occasion  of  the  Naval 
Review  afforded  the  best  accommodation 
of  any  vessels  over  which  the  Admiralty 
had  control.  Their  draught,  however, 
was  not  such  that  they  could  enter 
Portsmouth  Harbour  at  all  states  of  the 
tide ;  but  arrangements  would  be  made 
by  which  tugs  would  be  in  attendance 
for  the  accommodation  of  those  who 
may  wish  to  return  early. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  (IRELAND)— THE 
BUDGET  SUBSIDY. 

Mk.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  8.) 
asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
a  Question  of  which  he  had  given  him 

Mr.  A'  J*  Balfouf 


private  Notice — namely,  Whether  any 
decision  had  been  arrived  at  as  to  the 
local  expenditure  of  the  £50,000  in  Ire- 
land; and  whether  the  Government 
would  provide  for  the  carrying  out  of 
the  recommendations  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Public  Works  in  Ireland  ? 

The  CHANCELLORofthe  EXCHE- 
QUER  (Mr.  Gosohen)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square),  in  reply,  said,  no  final 
decision  had  been  arrived  at  as  to  the 
disposal  of  the  £50,000.  The  Govern- 
ment intended  to  act  upon  the  Re- 
port of  the  Royal  Commission  by  be- 
ginning the  necessary  surveys  which  had 
to  be  taken  in  hand  with  a  view  of  carry- 
ing out  the  recommendations  of  the 
Commission ;  but  they  did  not  pledge 
themselves  to  the  adoption  of  the  whole 
of  these  recommendations.  They  in- 
tended, however,  to  proceed  at  once 
with  the  survey  of  important  works  of 
arterial  drainage. 

THE    ADMIRALTY  —  DEPARTMENTAL 
COMMITTEE  ON  THE  CLERICAL 
ESTABLISHMENTS. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Abthttb  O'Connor 
(Donegal,  E.), 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY   (Lord     George     Hamilton) 
(Middlesex,   Ealing)  said,  it  was    the 
tact  that  a  small  Departmental  Com- 
mittee had  been  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  clerical  establishments  of  the 
Admiralty.     When  he  was  preparing 
the  Estimates  last  year,  he  found  that 
considerable  reductions  could  be  made 
in  certain  establishments  if  the  Treasury 
would  give  the  Admiralty  a  free  hand 
for  the  purpose  of  pensioning  those  who 
had  not  sufficient  work.     Certain  corre* 
spondence  ensued,  and  a  short  time  ago 
the  approval  of  the  Treasury  was  ob- 
tained, so  far  as  to  justify  the  Admiralty 
in  making  inquiry ;  and  it  was  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  how  far  reduc* 
tions  could  be  made  that  this  Committee 
had  been  appointed.    He  did  not  sup. 
pose  it  would  interfere  at  all  with   the 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission. 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  inquired, 
whether  the  First  Lord  would  lay  on 
the  Table  a  statement  showing  whait,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Admiralty  Authoritiea, 
would  be  an  adequate  allowance  for  th.e 
Admiralty  establishment  ? 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  It  i^ 
for  that  object  the  Conmiittee  wi^  ctp^ 
pointed.  * 
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CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND  —  CHURCH 
BUILDING  IN  PITSLIGO,  ABER- 
DEENSHIRE. 

Mb.  ESSLEMONT  (Aberdeen,  E.) 
wished  to  ask  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Scotland  a  Question  of  which  he  had 
given  private  Notice.  Perhaps  the 
House  would  allow  him  to  explain  that 
that  arose  out  of  a  misunderstanding  in 
an  answer  given  to  a  Question  by  the 
Lord  Advocate,  on  account  of  insufficient 
information.  It  was,  whether  in  Pitsligo 
parish  there  was  not  a  church  to  be 
erected  by  an  old  Statute,  which  was 
beyond  all  the  requirements  of  the  cir- 
cumstances, at  least  double  the  size  re- 
quired practically  for  the  whole  parish ; 
and,  whether  an  assessment  of  10  1-1  Oi. 
in  the  pound  was  levied  on  the  whole 
parish  to  erect  this  unnecessary  build- 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  fob 
SCJOTLAND  (Mr.  J.  P.  B.  Robketson) 
(Bute) :  The  question  of  re-building  this 
church  has,  I  understand,  been  brought 
before  the  Court  of  Session  on  an  appeal 
by  the  heritors  against  the  decision  of 
the  Presbytery,  and  the  Court  affirmed 
that  decision,  the  law  being  that  a  new 
church  must  be  of  sufficient  size  to  ac- 
commodate two-thirds  of  the  examinable 
population  of  the  parish.  It  is  not, 
therefore,  possible  for  the  Government 
to  interfere  to  prevent  this  expenditure, 
which  does  not,  however,  fall  on  the 
public,  but  on  the  heritors. 

Mb.  ESSLEMONT  asked,  as  arising 
oat  of  the  same  Question,  whether  the 
(Government  would  take  any  steps  in  re- 
gard to  powers  such  as  those  which 
seemed  to  be  quite  unnecessary,  and  not 
desired  by  anyone  in  the  parish  to 
remedy  the  law  on  the  subject  r 

Mb.  J.  P.  B.  ROBERTSON :  Perhaps 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  give  Notice  of 
thaty  which  is  a  somewhat  large  ques- 
tion. 

HIGH  QOXrSiT  OF  JUSTICE  (IRELAND) 
—THE  COURT  OP  APPEAL  —  THE 
LORD  CHANCELLOR  OF  IRELAND. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
aaked  the  Ohief  Secretary  for  Ireland  a 
Queetion  regarding  the  relative  positions 
of  tiie  Eng^h  and  Irish  Lord  Ghan- 
eellors.  He  wished  to  know  whether 
tiie  ESnglish  Lord  Ohancellor  ever  sat  in 
ihB  Court  of  Appeal?  At  present  the 
Irish  liord  Chancellor,  who  was  an 
active  politician  and  a  Member  of  the 


Cabinet,  sat  in  the  Irish  Court  of  Appeal 
and  had  recently  given  a  judgment  with 
reference  to  a  political  question. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (DubUn  Uni- 
versity) said,  Irish  Lord  Chancellors 
had  always  sat  in  the  Court  of  Appeal, 
and  continued  to  do  so.  In  England, 
until  a  comparatively  recent  time,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  was  in  the  habit  of 
hearing  appeals,  sometimes  sitting  with 
the  Lords  Justices,  and  sometimes  alone. 
The  reason  he  did  not  do  so  now  was 
that  the  duty  of  presiding  in  the  Appel- 
late Court  of  the  House  of  Lords  was 
sufficient  to  occupy  his  time.  He  was 
not  aware  that  there  was  any  difference 
1  ogardiDg  the  judicial  duties  of  the  two 
Lord  Chancellors. 

Mb,  T.  M.  HEALY  inquired,  whether 
there  was  any  instance  of  any  previous 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  sitting  in  the 
Court  of  Appeal,  when,  at  the  same 
time,  he  was  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet 
and  an  active  politician  ? 

Mb.  HOLMES  said,  he  was  not  aware 
that  there  was  any  instance,  at  all  events 
in  recent  times,  of  an  Irish  Lord  Chan- 
cellor being  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet ; 
but  he  presumed  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
being  always  a  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment, was  also  a  politician. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  gave  Notice  that 
on  the  Motion  for  the  adjournment,  he 
would  call  attention  to  the  position  of 
Lord  Ashbourne,  and  contrast  it  with 
the  position  of  Lord  Halsbury  and  other 
previous  Irish  Ix>rd  Chancellors. 

SITTINGS  AND  ADJOURNMENT  OP 
THE  HOUSE— THE  WHITSUN  HOLI. 
DAYS. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) 
asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
Whether  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
they  should  all  be  brought  down  here 
to-morrow  simply  to  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House ;  and  whether  some 
convenient  arrangement  might  not  be 
made  at  the  close  of  to-day's  proceedings 
to  move  the  adjournment  over  the 
holidays  ? 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
8URY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster),  said,  he  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  House  on  a  questioji  of  that  cha- 
racter. It  had  been  usual  to  meet  on  the 
day  of  the  adjournment  for  the  purpose 
of  adjourning  the  House;  but  if  the 
House  thought  proper  the  adjournment 
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should  be  moved  at  the  close  of  this 
evening,  he  should  be  exceedingly  glad 
to  agree  to  it. 

Subsequently, 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEAlLY  (Longford,  N.) 
asked,  at  what  hour  the  Government 
would  consent  to  report  Progress  with 
the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland) 
Bill  ?  If  the  House  was  to  adjourn  that 
night,  it  would  be  impossible  to  discuss 
important  Motions  and  Orders  which 
stood  upon  the  Paper,  unless  the  debate 
in  Committee  on  the  Criminal  Law 
Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill  were  ad- 
journed at  a  reasonably  early  hour. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  said,  that  he  could 
not  enter  into  an  engagement  to  adjourn 
at  any  particular  hour.  They  ought,  he 
thought,  to  make  considerable  progress 
with  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment 
(Ireland)  Bill  that  evening.  It  was  not 
the  desire  of  the  Government  to  take 
any  other  contentious  matter  after  the 
first  Order  of  the  Day.  If  the  second 
clause  were  passed  to-night  he  would  be 
exceedingly  glad  to  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House.  He  wished  to  point 
out  that  he  acceded  to  the  demand  of  the 
senior  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Labouchere)  in  the  belief  that  it  was  in 
harmony  with  the  views  of  hon.  Mein- 
bers  opposite.  The  suggestion  did  not 
come  from  the  Gt)vemment. 

ARMY  AND  NAVY  ESTIMATES-THE 
COMMITTEE. 

Mb.  mason  (Lanark,  Mid)  asked, 
when  the  Committee  on  the  Army  and 
Navy  Estimates  would  be  nominated  ? 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster)  said,  the  Motion  would  be 
made  after  Progress  was  reported  on 
the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland) 
Bill.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  could  give 
him  any  information  as  to  when  it  would 
be,  then  he  would  be  glad  to  answer 
him. 

LAW   AND   JUSTICE  (IRELAND)— THE 

IMPRISONMENT   OP    FATHER 

KEIiLER. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  wished  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  If 
his  attention  had  been  called  to  the 

i'udgment  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in 
)ublin  on  Saturday,  in  which  it  was 
decided  that  the  warrant  under  which 

Mr.  W.  H.  Smith 


Father  Keller  was  arrested  was  an 
illegal  warrant,  and  the  rev.  gentleman 
was  released ;  whether  Father  Keller  had 
sufiPered  two  months'  imprisonment  under 
this  illegal  warrant;  whether  he  was 
aware  that  this  gentleman  had  been  put 
to  an  expense  of  close  on  £100  in  ob- 
taining his  release ;  and  whether  under 
all  these  circumstances,  and  in  view  of 
the  charges  which  had  been  made  in 
connection  with  this  case,  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  an  inquiry  instituted 
into  the  circumstances  attending  it  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) (who  replied)  said,  that  the  only 
information  which  the  Irish  Government 
had  on  the  subject  was  that  which  they 
obtained  from  the  newspapers.  It  was  a 
matter  with  which  the  Government  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do.  It  was  not  one 
into  which  the  Gt)vemment  could  in- 
quire, as  it  was  a  question  which  had 
been  decided  by  successive  Law  Coiirts 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  legal  pro- 
cedure. 

Mr.  DILLON  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, Whether  they  were  to  take  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's 
answer  as  final,  that  the  Government 
would  give  no  redress,  or  even  inquire 
into  the  merits  of  the  case,  in  which  a 
gentleman  had  been  detained  in  prison 
for  two  months  under  an  illegal  warrant, 
and  put  to  an  enormous  expense  to 
obtain  his  release  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour)  (Manchester,  E.)  said,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  for  the  Government 
to  inquire  into  the  merits  of  the  case.  It 
had  never  been  under  their  consideration 
at  all ;  and  he  did  not  know  what  further 
answer  the  hon.  Gentleman  thought  tliat 
this  or  any  other  Government  could 
give. 

Mr.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.)  asked. 
Whether  the  Government  did  not  send 
a  number  of  policemen  to  arrest  this 
gentleman  under  this  warrant;  and 
whether  of  the  four  Judges  the  three 
permanent  Irish  Judges  dieolared  tlie 
warrant  to  be  illegal,  and  only  one 
Judge^the  Irish  Lord  Chancellor — Iield 
the  warrant  to  be  valid  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said,  he  l>e. 
lieved  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench.  lutd 
previously  declared  the  warrant  to  be 
legal ;  but  they  had  nothing  to  do  ^witlx 
that.  As  regarded  the  police,  all  the 
Government  did  wa9  to  9eiid  down  the 


905        Juhhe  Seniee  in  {May  23,  1887}         &t,MargaretU  Church. 


906 


police  to  protect  the  officers  of  the  Court 
in  the  execution  of  their  duty. 

Mb.  DILLON  said,  that,  under  these 
circumstances,  he  begged  to  give  Notice 
that  at  the  earliest  opportunity  he  would 
call  attention  to  the  conduct  of  the  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  in  Dublin  in 
this  particular  case ;  and  if  he  was  not 
permitted  to  call  attention  to  the  conduct 
of  the  Judge,  he  would  call  attention  to 
the  conduct  of  the  Official  Assignees  and 
other  officials  of  that  Court. 

ARMY  (AUXILIARY  FORCES)— THE 

IRISH  MILITIA. 
In  reply  to  Lord  Clattd  Hahiltok 
(Liverpool,  West  Derby), 

Thb  SECRETAEY  of  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  said,  that  the 
issue  of  Martini-Henry  rifles  to  the  Irish 
Militia  would  be  commenced  almost 
immediately. 

THB  NEW  RULES  OF  PROCEDURE, 
1886— THE  CLOSURE. 
Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  wish  to  put  a  question  to  you.  Sir, 
upon  a  point  of  Order — namely,  whether 
an  hon.  Member  who  in  the  course  of  a 
debate  has  spoken  on  the  Main  Ques- 
tion can  move  the  closure,  having  regard 
to  the  fact  that  a  Member  who  has 
spoken  on  the  Main  Question  cannot 
move  an  Amendment  ?  I  also  wish  to 
know  whether  entries  cannot  be  made 
in  the  Journals  of  the  House,  or  in  the 
index  of  Mamard,  showing  whenever 
the  closure  was  applied  the  original 
amount  of  time  occupied  by  the  House 
on  the  Original  Motion,  and  the  num- 
ber of  speeches  made  upon  it  ? 

Mb.  speaker  :  It  is  quite  compe- 
tent for  an  hon.  Member  to  move  the 
closure  in  the  circumstances  specified  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member.  *  With 
reference  to  the  hon.  Member's  second 
question  as  to  a  record  being  kept  of  the 
time  occupied  in  discussion  before  the 
doeure  is  moved,  or  of  the  number  of 
speakers  who  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  spedking  before  the  closure  was  ap- 
pliedy  I  do  not  think  that  it  would  be 
advisable  to  accede  to  the  suggestion 
which  the  hon.  and  learned    Member 

made. 

IQu  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  would  like  to 
ask  whether  the  Government,  who,  I 
pfesuxne,  find  the  funds  for  the  publica- 
tion of  Sknsardf  will  instruct  the 
of  ffamard  to  record  exactly 


in  future  volumes  the  number  of 
speeches  on  every  question  that  is 
closured,  and  the  time  occupied  in  the 
discussion  ?  It  may,  I  think,  form  a 
useful  precedent  for  Members  of  the 
Conservative  Party  to  refer  to. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  think  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  can  hardly  be  in 
earnest.  I  do  not  feel  able  to  give  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  an  answer 
that  would  be  satisfactory  to  him. 

MOTIOirS. 


JUBILEE  THANKSGIVING  SEBVIOE 
(WESTMINSTER  ABBEY). 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster)  moved — 

'*  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  what  means  shall  be  adopted  for  the 
attendance  of  this  House  at  the  Jubilee 
Thanksgiving  Service  in  Westminster  Abbey 
on  the  21st  day  of  June ;  and  that  Mr.  William 
Henry  Smith,  Mr.  Childers,  Mr.  David  Plun- 
ket,  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre,  Viscount  Lewisham, 
Mr.  Marjoribanks,  Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinck, 
Sir  Frederick  Mappin,  and  Mr.  Craig  Sellar  be 
Members  of  the  said  Committee ;  Five  to  be  the 
quorum.*' 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
said,  he  had  no  objection  to  the  names, 
but  asked  why  there  was  no  representa- 
tion of  the  Irish  Members  ? 

The  SECEETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  Akers-Dottglas)  (Kent, 
St.  Aug^tine's)  explained  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Meath  (Mr. 
Sheil)  had  requested  him  not  to  nominate 
upon  the  Committee  any  Member  from 
the  ranks  of  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway  opposite.  The  name  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar) 
had  been  withdrawn  from  the  list  of  the 
proposed  Committee  by  special  request. 
His  name  had  been  withdrawn  on  the 
ground  that  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway  opposite  did  not  want  to  be 
placed  upon  the  Committee. 

Motion  agreed  to, 

JUBHiEE  SERVICE  IN  ST.  MARGA- 
RET'S CHURCH, 

The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster):  I  desire  to  submit  a 
Motion  to  tiie  House  which  will,  I  am 
sure,  command  the  support  of  all  hon. 
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Members  who  were  in  St.  Margaret's 
Church  yesterday.    It  is — ' 

"  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 
the  Right  Reverend  William  Boyd  Carpenter, 
D.D.  Lord  Bishop  of  Ripon«  for  the  Sermon 
preached  hy  him  on  Sunday  before  this  House, 
at  St.  Margaret's,  Westminster,  and  that  he  be 
desired  to  print  the  same  ;  and,  that  Mr. 
William  Henry  Smith  and  Mr.  Secretary 
Matthews  do  acquaint  him  therewith." 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  (Edin- 
burgh,  Mid  Lothian) :  1  have  great 
satisfaction  in  seconding  that  Besolu- 
tion,  which  I  believe  to  be  both  reason- 
able in  itself  and  in  conformity  with 
the  usage  of  the  House  on  such  occa- 
sion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 
ORDERS    OF  TEE  DAT. 


CRIMINAL  LAW  AMENDMENT  (IRE- 
LAND) BILL.— [Bill  217.] 
{Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour f  Mr.  Secretary  Matthewa,  Mr. 
Attorney  Oeneralf  Mr.   Attorney  General  for 
Ireland.) 

COMMITTEE.    IProffroBs  20th  May.'] 

[twelfth  night.] 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

SXTMMABT  JXTBISDIOTIOK. 

Clause  2  (Extension  of  summary  juris- 
diction). 

The  FIEST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand. 
Westminster) :  It  may  be  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  House  if  I  were  to  state 
the  views  of  the  Government  with  re- 
ference to  the  remaining  Amendments  to 
be  considered  by  the  Committee  to  this 
clause.  The  Government  are  anxious 
that  their  views  should  be  known  to  the 
Committee,  with  the  object  of  advancing 
Public  Business  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to 
do  so.  Therefore,  we  have  carefully 
considered  the  Amendments  on  the  Paper, 
80  far  as  they  involve  any  question  of 
principle.  If  hon.  Members  will  look  at 
the  Amendments  they  will  see  that  from 
the  Amendment  numbered  60  down  to 
No.  69  all  the  Amendments  upon  the 
Paper  refer  either  to  questions  which 
have  been  already  adequately  discussed 
and  virtually  decided  upon  Clause  1,  or 
the  earlier  sections  of  this  clause,  or  are 
Amendments  which  have  bo  very  sub- 
stantial character.  In  saying  this,  I  have 
no  wish  to  speak  with  any  disrespect  of 

Ir.  n\  B.  Smith 


any  hon.  Members  whose  names  are 
attached  to  them ;  but  I  simply  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Amend- 
ments No.   60    to    No.  69,  inclusive, 
involve  no  principle  which  has  not  been 
dealt  with  by  the  House.      ^Cries  of 
'*  Oh,  oh !  "  ]   At  all  events,  that  is  the 
opinion  of  tne  Government,  and  hon. 
Gentlemen,  as  I  understood,  wished  to 
know  the  view  which  the  Government 
take  of  the  questions  which  are  still  to 
be  discussed  in  Committee.   The  Amend- 
ments Nos.  70  and  72  appear  to  me  to 
refer  to  questions  which  deserve  some 
consideration,  and  if  the  hon.  Members 
in  charge  of  those  Amendments  desire 
that  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  should 
be  taken  upon  them  no  objection  can  be 
raised.    The  Amendments  from  72  to  84, 
again,  are  not  of  a  very  serious  character. 
ICries  of  **  Oh  ! "  ]    Hon.  Gentlemen.  I 
imderstand,  had  no  desire  to  provoke 
unnecessary  opposition  on  their    part, 
and  we  desire  to  give  full  consideration 
to  every  Amendment  which  raises    a 
question  of  principle.    The  Amendment 
numbered  8^,  on  the  other  hand,  does  in- 
volve a  principle.    The  right  hon«  Mem- 
ber for   Central   Bradford  (Mr.  Shaw 
Lefevre)  proposes  to  leave  out  the  words 
**  unlawful   assembly,"    and    obviously 
that  is  a  very  proper  matter  to  submit  to 
the  consideration    of    the    0>mmittee. 
There  is  also  another  question  raised  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Cork  (Dr. 
Kenny),  to  leave  out  that  part  of  the 
sub-section  which  relates  to  **  wrongfully 
take  or  hold  forcible  possession  of   a 
house  or  land."    The  Gfovemment  pro- 
pose, at  present,  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  South  Hackney  (Sir  Charles  Bussell), 
No.  105,  for  the  omission  of  Sub-section 
4,  which   relates  to  offences  under  tlie 
Whiteb«y  Acts.    We  consider  that    it 
may  be  right  to  specify  the  offences  in* 
eluded  in  the  Whiteboy  Acts,  which  ^nre 
desire  to  bring  under  the  operatioa   of 
this  Bill,  rather  than  to  include  them,  by 
a    reference    to    the     Whiteboy     A.ct« 
generally.    That  is  a  question  whicli.  ia 
now  under  the  consideration  of  the  Qo- 
vemment,  and  therefore  in  withdrawing 
the  sub-section  at  the  present  time   ^we 
reserve  to  ourselves  full  right  and  po^wer 
to  reconsider  it  on  the  Report  if  it  should 
appear  desirable  to  do  so ;  either  to  in* 
elude  offences  in  the  Whiteboy    A.cte 
generally,  or,  as  we  wish  to  be  able  to 
do,  to  specify  the  particular  offence  a  iti 
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the  Whiteboy  Acts  which  will  come  under 
the  operation  of  this  Bill.  After  the 
Amendment  105,  there  is  nothing  of  con- 
sequence until  we  come  to  110,  which  is 
also  an  Amendment  in  the  name  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  South 
Hackney,  and  it  is  obviously  a  question 
which  may  fairly  be  considered  by 
the  Committee.  Then  the  Amendment 
numbered  112,  in  the  name  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  East 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler), 
is  also  of  some  importance.  But  when 
those  Amendments  are  disposed  of  there 
is  nothing  of  importance  until  we  come 
to  114,  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cork  (Mr.  Maurice  Healy),  which 
may,  perhaps,  receive  some  consideration. 
I  refer  to  these  Amendments  with  a 
view  of  assisting  the  Committee  to  arrive 
at  an  early  decision  on  the  clause  itself. 
They  are  the  only  Amendments  which 
raise  any  question  of  principle,  and  I 
venture  to  hope  that  we  can  be  allowed 
to  get  the  clause  passed  this  evening 
after  the  very  long  consideration  which 
has  been  given  to  the  early  parts  of  it. 

Mk.  T.  M.  healy  (Longford,  N.) : 
The  Whiteboy  Acts  are  of  an  extremely 
loDg^,  vague,  and  involved  character;  and 
I  wish  to  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury proposes  to  have  the  matter  dis- 
cossed  on  the  Eeport  stage  with  the 
Speaker  in  the  Chair,  or  whether  he 
proposes  to  recommit  the  Bill  with  re- 
sp^t  to  this  subject  ?  I  must  say  that 
the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  most  unsatisfactory. 

Thb  chief  SECEETAEY  for  IRE- 
I4AND    (Mr.   A.    J.   Balfour)   (Man- 
chester, E.)  :    We  in  no  case  propose  to 
embody  the  Whiteboy  Acts  in  the  Bill. 
Wliat  the  Government  reserve  to  them- 
selves a  right  to  do  is  to  enumerate  the 
oflTences  not  already  in  the  Bill,  but  to 
embody  them  from  the  Whiteboy  Acts. 
Mb.  T.  M.  healy  :   Is  it  intended 
to  consider  this  enumeration  with  the 
Speaker  in  the  Chair  or  with  the  Bill  in 
Committee  ? 

Mn.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  With  the 
Speaker  in  the  Chair,  I  apprehend,  on 
the  Seport. 

Mb.  T.  M.  healy  :  Then,  in  that 
case,  X  shall  raise  the  entire  question  on 
the  Motion  to  omit  the  sub-section. 

Mb.  MABUM  (Kilkenny,  N.) :  I  have 
now  to  move,  in  page  2,  line  22,  after  the 
^QtA  "liaw"  insert — 


"Proyided  also,  That,  for  the  purposes  of 
this  section,  every  offence  of  criminal  conspiracy 
shall  he  deemed  to  he* a  case  of  difficulty' 
within  the  meaning  of  the  inhihiting  proviso  of 
the  Commissions  of  the  Peace  of  Justices,  and 
in  that  regard  the  chairman  of  the  county  shall 
he  deemed  to  he  as  of  Her  Majesty's  Counsel 
learned  in  the  Law." 

The  object  of  this  Proviso  is  to  secure 
that  criminal  conspiracy  cases  which,  I 
believe,  will  be  very  infrequent,  should 
go  before  a  Judge  of  a  Superior  Court 
to  be  tried  in  Dublin  in  accordance  with 
ancient  precedent,  and  not  by  a  Besident 
Magistrate.  The  inhibiting  Proviso  of 
the  Commissions  of  the  Peace  of  Jus- 
tices forms  the  subject-matter  of  the 
Amendment,  and  defines  the  mode  of 
procedure  in  regard  to  important  trials 
— such  as  treason,  murder,  and  criminal 
conspiracy.  It  states  that  such  cases 
shall  be  heard  before  two  or  more  magis- 
trates, but  that  no  judgment  shall  be 
given  except  in  the  presence  of  one  of 
&e  Judges,  or  by  a  counsel  learned  in 
the  law.  The  Commission  provides  all 
through  that  if  cases  of  this  kind  are 
brought  before  the  ordinary  Justices, 
such  Justices  shall  not  act  upon  them 
except  in  the  presence  of  some  person 
learned  in  the  law.  Am  I  to  be  told  that 
conspiracies  of  such  a  serious  character 
involving  political  matters — such  as  **the 
Queen  v.  0*Connell,"  or  **the  Queen t;. 
Parnell, "  or '  *  the  Queen  v.  Dillon,"  each  of 
which  was  tried  in  a  Superior  Court,  are 
not  very  serious  oflfences  and  worthy  of 
being  considered  by  a  Superior  Court. 
That  is  the  object  of  my  Amendment, 
and  my  contention  is,  that  if  you  allow 
Boycotting  and  the  lower  class  of  offences 
to  be  tried  under  the  summary  juris- 
diction of  the  Eesident  Magistrates, 
the  more  serious  offences  shall  not  be 
tried  by  summary  jurisdiction.  I  should 
like  to  know  whether  any  hon.  Member, 
knowing  that  a  Eesident  Magistrate 
possesses  his  authority  by  virtue  of  a 
Commission  which  contains  words  order- 
ing them  not  to  act  in  cases  of  difficulty, 
can  have  the  hardihood  to  say  that  con- 
spiracy and  matters  concerning  criminal 
conspiracy  are  not  cases  of  great  diffi- 
culty ?  In  the  Statute  referred  to  in  the 
Amendment  the  expression  used  is 
**  conspiracy  now  punishable  by  law," 
and  formerly  **  the  law  "  dated  from  the 
first  day  of  the  Session  in  which  a  par- 
ticular Act  of  Parliament  was  passed ; 
but  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  3drd  of 
Geo,   III.  there   is   a  direction  to  the 
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Clerk  of  Parliament  to  insert  the  exact 
date  on  which  an  Act  passed.     When 
this  Bill  passes  and  becomes  an  Act,  the 
Act  itself  will  date  from  the  period  put 
down  in  that  way  by  the  Clerk  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  it  may  be  argued  that  the 
words  **  now  punishable  by  law  "  refers 
to  the  entire  Act,  and  will  include  within 
them   not  merely   conspiracies  accord- 
ing to  Common  Law,  but  conspiracies 
under  the  Act  itself,  so  that  intimidation 
will  be  governed  by  the  Definition  Clause 
which  includes  intimidation— -what  may 
be  called  technical  and  constructive  in- 
timidation.   In  other  words,  a  man  may 
be  brought  under  the   summary  juris- 
diction of  the  Eesident  Magistrate  in 
regard    to    matters  which    amount    to 
nothing  beyond  a  civil  inquiry.     Take 
the  case  of  a  temperance  meeting.    A 
licensed  victualler  might  suffer  injury 
by  the  adoption  of  temperance  principles, 
and  he  might  summop  the  persons  who 
held   a  temperance   meeting   before  a 
Besident  Magistrate,  declaring  that  he 
was  intimidated,  and  the  word  'intimi- 
dation "  would  cover  everything  calcu- 
lated to  put  him  in  fear,  so  far  as  his 
trade  or  business  was  concerned,  and  in 
that  way  the  case  might  be    held    to 
amount  to  an  offence  against  the  law 
and  to  a  criminal  conspiracy.       I  give 
that  as  an  illustration  to  show  the  nature 
of  "  a  case  of  difficulty"  which  the  Besi- 
dent Magistrate  might  be  called  upon  to 
determine  as  being  a  case  of  criminal 
conspiracy  or  not.     Take  the  case  of  the 
land  which,  under  the  clauses  of  this 
Bill,  will  be  a  fruitful  subject  for  putting 
the  law  in  motion.      The  question  will 
arise  in  this  way.   A  combination  of  two 
or  more  tenants  not  to  pay  more  than  a 
certain  amount  of  rent  upon  a  particular 
farm  will  be  held  to  be  a  conspiracy, 
and  no  doubt  it  would  be  provided  the 
tenant  occupying  the  land  took  no  part 
in  it.     If  he  were  included  it  would  be 
illegal,  and  would  amount  to  a  criminal 
conspiracy.     I    only    mention   this    to 
show  the  kind  of  cases  which  will  come 
before  the  Besident  Magistrates,  none 
of  whom  are  bound    to  belong  to  the 
Legal    Profession.      Questions   of    the 
utmost  nicety  will  have    to    be    dealt 
with.     Let  me  take   a  very  ordinary 
case.     In  the  latter  part  of  the  clause  it 
is  made    a   criminal  conspiracy  to  in- 
terfere with   the  administration  of  the 
law.    In    the   case  of    **the  Queen  v. 
O'Connell,"  one  of  the   counts  of  the 
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indictment  charged  O'Connell  with  at- 
tempting to  supersede  the  Courts  of 
Law.  No  doubt,  that  was  an  indictable 
offence ;  no  doubt  it  was  conspiracy ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  allow  me  to  quote 
three  or  four  lines  horn  the  judgment 
delivered  on  that  occasion  to  show  the 
great  delicacy  and  difficulty  of  the 
matters  which  these  Besident  Magis- 
trates may  have  to  determine.  The 
learned  Judge — Lord  Denman— dealing 
with  the  eight  counts  of  the  case  of 
**  the  Queen  v,  0*Connell''  said — 

'*  I  am  by  no  means  dear  that  there  is  any* 
thing  illegal  in  exciting  disapprobation  of  a 
Court  of  Law,  for  the  purpose  of  having  other 
Courts  suhstituted  more  cheap,  efficient,  and 
satisfactory." 

Another  learned  Judge  said — 

**  I  have  entertained  some  doubt  whetiier  the 
eight  counts  show  more  than  one  thing — 
namely,  a  desire  to  prove  the  inefficiency  of 
certain  tribunals,  and  to  point  out  that  oUiers 
more  efficient  may  be  substituted  for  them  by 
the  Legislature." 

That  is  a  very  nice  question  of  law,  and 
yet  it  is  one  which  may  come  before  a 
Besident  Magistrate  for  decision,  as  well 
as  other  questions  which  are  at  present 
tried  before  the  puisne  Judges  and  at 
bar  in  Ireland.    Questions  which  now 
engage  the   attention  of  special  juries 
may  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  way,  and 
am  I  to  be  told  that  the  summary  juris- 
diction of  two  Besident  Magistrates  is 
quite    sufficient    to     deal    with   them, 
especially  when  such  delicate  issues  as 
are  involved  in  charges  of  conspiracy 
and  other  serious  offences  are  at  stake. 
In  a  multiplicity  of  matters  which  may 
arise  under  this  clause,  I  contend  it  is 
absolutely  essential  that  they  should  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Judges  of  the  Superior 
Courts.    The  proposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  to  enlarge  enormously  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Besident  Magistrates,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that,  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill,  cases  of  conspiracy 
must  frequently  arise  which  would   be 
well  worth  the  presence  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Superior   Courts,  in  accordance 
with  the  ancient  traditions  of  the  law. 
That  is  the  object  of  my  Amendment, 
and  it  coincides  with  the  results  of  my 
own  personal  experience.    I  can  assure 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for    Ireland  that  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  say  anything  disrespectful 
of,  or  offensive  to,  the  Besident  Ma^is* 
trates  of  Ireland.  I  have  been  associated. 
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with  them  for  many  years,  and  it  would 
ill  become  me  to  say  a  word  against 
them;   but    I    speak  with   knowledge 
when  I  assure  the  Committee  that  it  will 
be  necessary  to  act  with  extreme  caution 
in  entrusting  them  with  such  extreme 
powers  in  delicate   and  difficult  cases. 
In  1883,  when  the  Crimes  Prevention 
Act  was  in  operation,  there  was  a  case 
in  which  a  clergyman  was  summoned  to 
give  bail  for  his  good  behaviour  before 
Uie  Petty  Sessions.    I  was  in  the  habit 
of  attending  as  a  magistrate.    When  I 
reached  the  Court  I  found  two  Kesident 
Magistrates  there,  one  of  whom  I  had 
never  seen  before.    The  regular  Resi- 
dent Magistrate  did  not  attend.    It  was 
proved  by  a  policeman  that  the  defendant 
had  issued  a  *'  No-rent  manifesto  "  in 
the  case    of  certain   tenants  of  Lord 
Castletown.    The  rev.  gentleman,  who 
was  not  defended  by  counsel,  denied  the 
chaige  made  against  him,  and  proposed 
to  give  evidence  himself  either  by  affi- 
davit or  orally-    I  stated  to  those  Resi- 
dent Magistrates  my  own  opinion — ^which 
was  afterwards  justified  m  the  case  of 
''the  Queen  v,  Dillon" — that  that  evidence 
ought  to  be  received;   but  those  two 
gentlemen  would  not  accept  my  view  of 
the  law,  and  they  absolutely  refused  to 
receive  it,  although  the  summons  was 
in  the  form  of  requiring  the  defendant 
to  show  cause  why  he    should  not  be 
bound  over  to  be  of  good  behaviour. 
They  refused  to  hear  him  either  orally 
or  by  counsel.    I  said  I  thought  it  was 
desirable  that  the  rev.  gentleman  should 
be  allowed  to  come  forward  and  say  that 
he  repudiated  the  offence  with  which  he 
was  coarged ;  but  the  Resident  Magis- 
trates ruled    against  me,  and  decided 
that    the  rev.  gentleman  should  enter 
into  bail  to  the  extent  of  £500  for  his 
good  behaviour,  or  go  to  prison  for  six 
months.     The  rev.  gentleman  objected 
to  ent€9r  into  any  baol  at  all,  and  I  pro- 
posed to  give  him  some  time  for  con- 
sideration.    Since  then,  the  ruling  in 
the  case  of  "the  Queen  v.  Dillon"  has 
shown  that  I  was  right  even  in  request- 
ing that  be  should  have  time  to  delibe- 
rate whether  he  would  give  bail  or  not. 
That,  however,  was  also  refused  by  the 
Resident  Magistrates,  and  the  rev.  gen- 
tleman  was  sent  to  the  common  gaol. 
The  town  was  filled  with  military  at  the 
time,    a  «ide  car  was  procured,  and  I 
saw  this  rev.  gentleman  placed  upon  it, 
and  alongside  <>'  ^^^  ^^^  ^^®  ^^  ^^® 


Besident  Magistrates,  who,  acting  in  a 
judicial  capacity,  had  ruled  as  I  have 
stated.  He  was  taken  14  miles  through 
the  country  in  the  custody  of  that 
magistrate,  who,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  he  had  just  been  acting  in  a 
judicial  capacity,  was  now  acting  in  an 
executive  capacity.  I  believe  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  (Mr. 
Holmes)  has  told  us  that  the  Govern- 
ment desire  to  sever  the  judicial  from 
the  executive  capacity.  I  think  that  is 
a  most  desirable  thing ;  but  the  cir- 
cumstance I  have  mentioned  actucdly 
occurred,  and  side  by  side  on  this  car 
was  the  Besident  Magistrate  with  a 
revolver  slung  around  him,  and  police- 
men on  either  side,  and  in  that  fashion 
this  rev.  gentleman  was  carried  14  miles 
across  the  country  to  a  common  gaol.  I 
saw  the  whole  circumstance  with  ex- 
treme pain,  and  I  sympathized  very 
much  with  the  magistrate  who  found 
himself  placed  in  that  painful  position. 
It  is  not  against  the  act  of  that  gentleman 
that  I  protest,  but  against  the  system 
which  requires  him  to  perform  such  an 
odious  duty.  I  have  only  mentioned 
the  circumstance,  in  order  to  show  how 
it  has  been  the  case  in  the  past — that  a 
person  performing  an  important  func- 
tion has  been  required  subsequently  to 
act  in  an  executive  capacity— almost  in 
the  capacity  of  a  gaoler  in  reference  to  a 
man  whom  he  had  previously  tried  and 
sentenced.  I  trust  the  Government  will 
be  prepared  to  accept  my  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  2,  line  22,  after  **Law,'*  insert 
*'  Provid^  also.  That,  for  the  purposes  of  this 
section,  every  offence  of  criminal  conspiracy 
shall  he  deemed  to  he  'a  case  of  difficulty' 
within  the  meaning  of  the  inhihiting  proviso  of 
the  Commission  of  Peace  of  Justices,  and  in 
that  regard  the  chairman  of  the  county  shall 
he  deemed  to  he  as  of  Her  Majesty's  Oouosel 
learned  in  the  Law."— (ifr.  Marum,) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.'' 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  There  has  been  no  subject  in 
connection  with  the  Bill  which  has  been 
more  fully  discussed  than  the  question 
whether  Resident  Magistrates  should  be 
entrusted  with  the  jurisdiction  given 
them  by  the  1st  sub-sectiqn  of  the 
2nd  clause.  A  few  days  ago,  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Elgin  and 
Nairn  (Mr.  Anderson)  moved  an  Amend- 
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ment  to  provide  that  these  questions 
should  be  referred  to  a  special  tribunal 
of  Judges.  That  Amendment  was  dis- 
cussed at  considerable  length,  and  was 
ultimately  withdrawn.  The  right  hon. 
Member  for  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  (Mr. 
John  Morley)  pointed  out,  upon  that 
occasion,  that  the  same  question  would 
arise  at  a  subsequent  and  more  ap* 
propriate  stage,  and  that  view  was  con- 
ceded by  the  (Committee.  Therefore, 
under  the  circumstances,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  must  excuse  me  from 
following  him  through  his  argument.  I 
will  simply  point  out  to  the  Committee 
that  it  is  impossible  to  accept  this 
Amendment.  I  am  quite  sure  that  no 
lawyer  would  be  able  to  understand  it. 
The  Commission  of  the  Peace  stands 
now,  I  believe,  in  the  form  in  which  it 
has  stood  for  some  400  or  500  years.  It 
gives  power  to  the  magistrates  to  deal 
generally  with  every  sort  of  crime.  I  need 
only  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
magistrates  have  simply  summary  juris- 
diction  expressly  g^ven  to  them,  and  no 
outside  jurisdiction  whatever.  If  the 
Amendment  were  accepted,  where  are 
you  to  get  your  Queen's  Counsel,  or  your 
County  Court  Judge,  or  your  barrister 
learned  in  the  law?  The  suggestion 
made  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
is  not  a  practical  one  at  all,  and  the 
question  raised  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  is  one  which  will  be  more  ap- 

Eropriately  met  at  a  later  stage  of  the 
»iir.  I  therefore  trust  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  will  not  press  the 
Amendment. 

Ma.  MAUKICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
do  not  think  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  is  rea- 
sonable in  the  request  he  now  makes 
for  the  postponement  of  the  general  dis- 
cussion, inasmuch  as  the  Government 
have  made  no  concession  whatever  with 
respect  to  the  tribunal  when  it  comes  on 
for  discussion  at  a  later  stage.  If  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  were 
prepared  to  make  some  concession  of 
that  kind,  his  appeal  would  come  with 
great  weight;  but  in  the  absence  of 
some  engagement  or  promise  of  that 
kind,  I  hardly  think  the  request  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  makes 
to  us  is  reasonable.  In  discussing  the 
Amendment,  we  are  bound  to  assume 
that  the  rest  of  the  Bill  will  remain  in 
the  position  in  which  it  now  stands; 
otherwise,  we  should  never  know  where 
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we  were  exactly.    If  the  Government 
will  give  us  a  promise  that  they  are  pre- 
pared to  make  a  concession  on  this  par-  - 
ticular    point,    no    doubt    that  would 
modify  our  opposition.     Otherwise,  we 
must  take  the  Bill  as  it  stands,  and  we 
must  now  discuss  the  Amendment  of  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member  for 
North  Kilkenny  on  the  assumption  that 
the  Government  do  not  intend  to  make 
any  concession  on  the  question  at  all. 
That  being  so,  I  think  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  was  called 
on  to  give  some  better  reply  to  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend's  Amendment  than 
he  has  done.    As  I  have  already  pointed 
out,  he  has  contented  himself  by  refusing 
to  discuss  the  Amendment.     Now,    it 
appears  to  me  that  the  Amendment  of 
my  hon.  and    learned  Friend    is   one 
of  a  most  reasonable  character.     The 
right  hon.   and   learned  Attorney  Ge- 
neral   sneered    at    that    remark,    and 
he   has  taken   exception  to  the  docu- 
ment from  which  the  Amendment  is 
taken — namely,  the  Commission  of  the 
Peace    issued    to    magistrates,   on  the 
ground  that  that  Commission   is  of  a 
venerable  character.     He  should  have 
remembered  that  this  is  not  the  first  time 
the  Executive  of  Ireland  have  referred 
to  enactments  of  a  venerable  character 
to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland.    In  one  case  the  Exe- 
cutive of  Ireland  found  itself  compelled 
to  go  back  to  an  enactment  of  the  Keig:n 
of  Edward  III.,  and  that  being  so,  surely 
we  are  justified  in  taking  up  this  old 
Statute  which  regulates  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  magistrates,  providing  that  'we 
can  find  anything  in  it  which  is  calcu- 
lated to  mitigate  the  ferocity  of  this  Bill. 
On  the  question  of  the  Amendment  of 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  I  will  only 
say  this,  that  I  cannot  imagine  a  more 
dangerous  precedent  than  tibat  which  is 
stated  in  this  Bill,  in  handing  over  to 
any  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  the 
power  of  dealing  with  questions  of  cri« 

minal  conspiracy.    It  is  the  first  time 

as  far  as  I  know — that  Pcurliament  has 
ever  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Besident 
Magistrates  a  summary  jurisdiction   ou 
the  question  of  conspiracy.     We    have 
had    numerous  Coercion  Bills    l>efore 
some  of  them  so  varied  in  their    provi^ 
sions  that  they  were  capable  of    beinir 
applied  almost  to  anything.    From  tin^ 
to  time  the  Government  have  not   hesi* 
tated  to  pass  provisions  to  enable  them 
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to  yindicate  what  they  call  law   and 
order;  but  this  is  the  first  time  in  which 
the  Oovemment  have  handed  over  to  a 
Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  powers 
of  this  kind  to  enable  Eesident  Magis- 
trates to  deal  with  difficult  oases  of  con- 
spiracy.      That  being  so,  I  think  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  has  acted  in  a 
Tery  reasonable  manner  in  suggesting 
that  when  the  Qovernment  get  this  ex- 
traordinary   and  unprecedented  clause, 
they  should  fence  the  enactment  around 
with  the  protection  which  in  ordinary 
cases  of  summary  jurisdiction  exercised 
hy  zmprofessional  persons  has  always 
been  adopted  hitherto.    When  officials 
of  this  character,  who  are  not  learned  in 
the  law,  are  called  upon  to  decide  diffi- 
cult and  delicate  questions  which  may 
arf«e  in  regard  to  the  Law  of  Ck)nspiracy 
it  ahonld  be,  at  any  rate,  incumbent  upon 
them  to  seek  the  advice  of  the  ordinary 
legal  tribunals  of  the  country,  or  to  have 
awociated  with  them  some  competent 
person  learned  in  the  law.    I  certainly 
think  that  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
vas  entitled  to  some  better  reply  than 
^t  which  he   has  received   from  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
ittomey  General  for  Ireland.    Let  us 
consider  what  the  various  difficulties  are 
which   may  possibly  arise   under  this 
clause.    I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  them 
in  detail,  but  in  order  to  show  the  diffi- 
^ty  of  the  task  the  Court  of  Summary 
Jorisdiction  will  be  required  to  perform 
Qoder  this  Bill.    I  think  the  argument 
founded  on  that  difficulty  perfectly  rele- 
vant and   proper.    The  sub-section  of 
this  clause,  which  is  now  under  discus- 
fiicn,    practiccdly   includes    offences    of 
three   kinds.      First,    offences    arising 
from  the  letting,  hiring,  and  selling  of 
huid;  secondly,  conspiring  to  Boycott; 
and  thirdly,  offences,  described  in  the 
▼ery  vague  language  of  the  sub- section 
uio  ^*  interfering  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  law."    Let  me  point  out  to 
the  Committee  that  hardly  any  two  law- 
yers who  have  spoken  on  this  subject — 
^d  we  have  had  a  g^eat  many  legal 
ipeakers  —  have  agreed  in  opinion  in 
regard  to  this  question  of   conspiracy. 
One  of  the  public  journals,  speaking  of 
the  Flan  of  Campaign,  pointed  out  that 
ftt  least  a  dozen  judgments  upon  similar 
Ooestions  have  been    delivered  by  the 
Soglish  Courts,  all  of  which  are  of  the 
BK)8t  conflicting  character,  and  the  whole 
let  result  is  to  show  that  the  law  itself 


is  in  a  state  of  doubt  and  uncertainty. 
The  question,  hitherto,  has  never  been 
properly  settled,  and  the  difficulties 
which  have  arisen  in  declaring  what  the 
law  really  is  have  arisen  from  the  fact 
that  the  English  Judges  have  never  yet 
come  to  an  agreement  as  to  what  the 
real  nature  of  a  conspiracy  is.  So  far  as 
one  very  limited  branch  of  the  subject 
is  concerned  the  law  is  perfectly  clear — 
namely,  that  if  a  person  conspires  to 
commit  an  act  which  in  itself  is  an 
offence,  or  which  is  intended  to  effect  an 
illegal  object,  he  is  guilty  of  a  criminal 
conspiracy. 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  rise  to  Order. 
Is  the  hon.  Member  confining  himself 
to  the  question  raised  by  the  Amend- 
ment? 

The  chairman  :  The  argument  of 
the  hon.  Member  is  certednly  wider  than 
the  special  argument  involved  in  the 
question. 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH  :  I  beg  to  move, 
"  That  the  words  down  to  the  word 
'  violence,'  in  line  24,  stand  part  of  the 
Bill,"  be  now  put. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  Order.  I  wish  to  know  if  it  is  com- 
petent for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
interrupt  an  hon.  Member  in  the  middle 
of  his  speech  for  the  purpose  of  moving 
the  closure,  or,  indeed,  to  make  any 
other  Motion  in  the  middle  of  an  Amend- 
ment? 

The  chairman  :  That  course  has 
already  been  adopted. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Yes,  Sir ;  but 
an  opinion  was  expressed  that  it  was  a 
most  inconvenient  course,  and  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  followed  as  a  matter  of 
practice. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  All  I  can  say  is, 
that  it  has  been  followed  as  a  matter  of 
practice,  and  has  been  construed  to  be 
within  the  Bule. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY :  Is  it  com- 
petent to  move  the  closure  with  regard 
to  a  particular  portion  of  a  clause  until 
the  Amendment  under  discussion  has 
been  disposed  of? 

The  chairman  :  The  Rule  runs  in 
this  way — 

'*  That  if  a  clause  be  then  under  discussion,  a 
Motion  may  be  made  that  certain  words  de- 
finedrin  the  Motion  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  when  the 
clause  is  under  consideration,  there  must 
bo  some  previous  Motion  before  the  Com- 
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mittee,  or  about  to  be  proposed,  wbich 
will  be  over-ridden  by  applying  the  Mo- 
tion for  closure. 

Mb.  MAUEICB  HEAXY:  May  I 
point  out  that  the  word  ''  then  "  in  the 
Kule  provides  that  the  closure  shall  only 
be  applied  to  the  particular  Motion  be- 
fore the  House.  In  my  view,  the  use 
of  the  word  '*  then  "  means  that  the  clo- 
sure may  be  applied  to  the  Motion  then 
before  the  House,  and  to  nothing  fur- 
ther. 

The  chairman  :  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  is  right  upon  that  point.  It  is 
necessary  to  apply  the  closure  to  the 
special  Amendment  under  discussion. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY :  Then  I 
presume  I  shall  be  in  Order  in  resuming 
my  speech  ? 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH  (who  rose  amid 
cries  of ''  Order ! ")  said :  I  claim  to  move, 
''  That  the  Question  be  now  put.'' 

Question  put  accordingly,  ''That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  231; 
Noes  125  :  Majority  106.       [7.40  p.m.] 

AYES. 


Apfg-Ghirdner,  J.  T. 
Ainslie,  "W.  Q". 
Ambrose,  W. 
Amherst,  W.  A.  T. 
Anstruther,  Colonel  B. 

H.  L. 
Anstrather,  H.  T. 
Ashmead-Bartlett,  E. 
Atkinson,  H.  J. 
Ba^gallay,  E. 
Bailey,  Sir  J.  B. 
Baird,  J.  G.  A. 
Barclay,  J.  W. 
Baring,  Viscount 
Bartley,  G.  C.  T. 
Bates,  Sir  E. 
Baumann,  A.  A. 
Beach,  W.  W.  B. 
Beadel,  W.  J. 
Beaumont,  H.  F. 
Beckett,  W. 
Bentinck,  rt.  hn.  G.  C. 
Beresford,  Lord  C.  W. 

Pela  Poor 
Bethell,  Ck>mmanderG. 

B. 
Biddulph,  M. 
Bigwood,  J. 
Birkbeck,  Sir  E. 
Blundell,  CoL  H.  B.  H. 
Bond,  G.  H. 
Boord,  T.  W, 
Bridgeman,  Col.  hon. 

F.  0. 
Bristowe,  T.  L. 
Biodriok,  hon.  W,  St. 

J.F. 
Brookfield,  A  M. 

TAe  Chairman 


Brown,  A.  H. 
Bruce,  Lord  H. 
Burghlev,  Lord 
Caine,  VV".  8. 
Caldwell,  J. 
Campbell,  J.  A. 
Campbell,  B.  F.  F. 
Chanington,  S. 
Churchm,  rt  hn.  Lord 

B.  li.  S. 
Clarke,  Sir  E.  G. 
Coddington,  W. 
Coghill,  D.  H. 
Colomb,  Capt.  J.  C.  B. 
Oorry,  Sir  J.  P. 
Cotton,  Capt.  E.  T.  D. 
Cross,  H.  S. 
Crossley,  Sir  S.  B. 
Crossman,  G^n.  Sir  W. 
Cubitt,  right  hon.  G. 
Cnrzon,  Viscount 
Dalrymple,  C. 
Davenport,  H.  T. 
De  Cobain,  E.  S.  W. 
De  Lisle,  E.  J.  L.  M.  P. 
De  Worms,  Baron  H. 
DinuSdale,  Baron  B. 
Dixon,  G. 
Dugdale,  J.  S. 
Duncan,  Colonel  F. 
Dyke,  right  hon.   Sir 
^W.H. 
Eaton,  H.  W. 
Ebrington,  Viscount 
Edwards- Moss,  T.  C. 
Egerton,  hon.  A.  J.  F. 
Egerton,  hon.  A.  de  T. 
Elliot,  hon.  A.  B.  D. 


EUiot,  G.  W. 
Elton,  C.  L 
Evelyn,  W.  J. 
Ewart,  W. 
Eyre,  C<^nel  H. 
Farquharson,  H.  B. 
Feilden,    Lieut. -Gen. 

B.J. 
Fergusson,  right  hon. 

Su-J. 
Field,  Admiral  E. 
Fielden,  T. 
Finch,  G.  H. 
Finch  -  Hatton,     hon. 

M.  E.  G. 
Finlay,  B.  B. 
Fisher,  W.  H. 
Fitzgerald,  B.  U.  P. 
Fitzwilliam,  hon.  W. 

J.  W. 
Fi  tz-Wygram,  General 

Sir  F.  W. 
Fletcher,  Sir  H. 
Folkestone,  right  hon. 

Viscount 
Forwood,  A.  B. 
Eraser,  General  C.  C. 
Fry,  L. 
Fulton,  J.  F. 
Ghithome-Hardy,  hon. 

A.  E. 
G«thome-Hardy,  hon. 

J.S. 
Gedge,  S. 
GKbson,  J.  G. 
Giles,  A. 
Gilliat,  J.  S. 
Gk>ldsmid,  Sir  J. 
Gbldsworthy,    Major- 

General  W.  T. 
Goschen,  rt.  hon.  G.  J. 
Green,  Sir  E. 
Greene,  E. 
Grimston,  Viscount 
Grove,  Sir  T.  F. 
Gurdon,  B.  T. 
Hall,  A.  W. 
Hall,  C. 
Halsey,  T.  F. 
Hambro,  Col.  C.  J.  T. 
Hamilton,  right  hon. 

Lord  G.  F. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C.  J. 
Hamilton,  Lord  E. 
Hamilton,  Col.  C.  E. 
Hanbury,  B.  W. 
Hankey,  F.  A. 
Hardcastle,  E. 
Hardcastle,  F. 
Hartington,  Marq.  of 
Hastings,  G.  W. 
Heathoote,  Capt.  J.  H. 

Edwards- 
Heaton,  J.  H. 
Heneage,  right  hon.  E. 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Hill,  right  hon.  Lord 

A.W. 
HiU,  A.  S. 
Hoare,  S. 
Holland,   rt.  hon.  Sir 

H.T. 
Holloway,  G. 


Holmes,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Hornby,  W.  H. 
Howard,  J. 
Hozier,  J.  H.  C. 
Hubbfmi,  rt.  hn.  J.  G. 
Hughes,  Colonel  E. 
Hulse,  E.  H. 
Hunt,  F.  S. 
Hunter,  Sir  6. 
Jackson,  W.  L. 
Jennings,  L.  J. 
Kelly,  J.  B. 
Kenyon,  hon,  G.  T. 
Kerans,  F.  H. 
Kimber,  H. 
King  -  Harman,   right 

hon.  Colonel  £.  R. 
Enatchbull-Hugessen, 

H.  T. 
Knowles,  L. 
Lafone,  A. 
Lambert,  C. 
Laurie,  Colonel  B.  P. 
Lawrence,  W.  F. 
Lechmere,  Sir  E.  A.  H. 
Lees,  E. 
Legh,  T.  W. 
Lethbridge,  Sir  B. 
Lewis,  Sir  C.  K 
Lewi^iam,  right  hon. 

Viscount 
Llewellyn,  K  H. 
Low,  M. 

Lowther,  hon.  W. 
Mackintosh,  C.  F. 
Maclean,  F.  W. 
Maclean,  J.  M. 
Madure,  J.  W. 
Mallook,  B. 
March,  Earl  of 
Marriott,    right  hon. 

W.T. 
Matthews,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Maxwell,  Sir  H.  E. 
Mildmay,  F.  B. 
MUvain,  T. 
More,  B.  J. 
Morrison,  W. 
Mowbray,  rt.  hon.  Sir 

J.  B. 
Mowbray,  B.  G.  C. 
Mulholland,  H.  L. 
Murdoch,  C.  T. 
Noble,  W. 
N  orris,  E.  S. 
Northcote,  hon.  H.  8« 
Paget,  Sir  B.  H. 
Parker,  hon.  F. 
Pearce,  W. 
Pitt-Lewis,  G. 
Plunket,    right    hon. 

D.  R. 
Powell,  F.  8. 
Puleston,  J.  H. 
Baikes,  rt.  hon.  H.  C. 
Basch,  Major  F.  C. 
Beed,  H.  B. 
Bichardson,  T. 
Bidley,  Sir  M.  W. 
Bitcbie,  rt.  hon.  C.  X* 
Bobertson,  J.  P.  B. 
Bobertson,  W.  T. 
Bobinaon,  B. 
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Boss,  A.  H. 
BuaseU,  T.  W. 
8and7S,  Lieat-Ck>l.  T. 

M. 
Sellar,  A.  C. 
Selwyn,  Capt.  0.  W. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W. 
SincUir,  W.  P. 
Smith,  rt.  hon.  W.  H. 
&Dith,  A. 
Spencer,  J.  £. 
Stanhope,  rt.  hon.  £. 
Stanley,  E.  J. 
Taylor,  F. 
Temple,  Sir  R. 
ToUemache,  H.  J. 
Tomlinaon,  W.  E.  M. 
Townsend,  F. 
Trotter,  H.  J. 
Tyler,  Sir  H.  W. 


Vernon,  hon.  O.K. 
Vincent,  C.  E.  H. 
Waring,  Colonel  T. 
Webster,  R.  G. 
West,  Colonel  W.  C. 
Wharton,  J.  L. 
Whitley,  E. 
Whitmore,  C.  A. 
Wilson,  Sir  S. 
Wodeboose,  E.  B. 
Wood,  N. 

Wortley,  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wright,  H.  S. 
Yerburgh,  B.  A. 
Young,  C.  E.  B. 

TBLLBRS, 

Douglas,  A.  Akers- 
Walrond,  Col.  W.H. 


NOES. 


ibraham,  W.  (Lime- 
rick. W.) 
Adand,  C.  T.  D. 
AIHson,  B.  A. 
Andflraon,  0.  H. 
Asquith,  H.  H. 
Ansdn,  J. 
Barran,  j. 

Barry,  J. 

Kaka,T. 

Blane,  A. 

Bradlangh,  G. 

Bri^t,  Jacob 

BroadhurBt,  H. 

firown,  A.  L. 

Baztoii,S.  C. 

Byrne,  G.  Bf . 

Ouaeron,  C. 

Campbell,  Sir  G. 

Oampbell,  H. 

Carev,  J.  L. 

Chance,  P.  A. 

Gbanmng,  F.  A. 

Qaaeyy  J.  J. 

Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 

Cobb,  H.  P. 

Coleridge,  boa.  B. 

Connol^,  L. 

CoDway,  M. 
C(mybeaTe,  0.  A.  V. 
Corbet,  W.J. 
CfiMhmn,  J9. 
Coz^J.  B. 
Cntg,  J. 
C^reo,  J. 
Craner,  tt  ,  B. 
Dakm,  J. 
BQIwirD,-X4.  Ij. 
Dodds,  J. 

Kwmnde,  SirT.  H.  G. 
Eflidemoni,  P. 
Fazqnlumon,  Dr.  B. 
Rower,  C. 

Foley,  P.  J. 
Fox,  Dr.  J.  P. 
©ane,  J.  I.. 
Oaak^  C.  G.  Hilnes- 

OiOkooHrt  J 


Haldane,  B.  B. 
Hamng^n,  E. 
Hayden,  L.  P. 
Hayne,  C.  Seale- 
Healy,  M. 
Healy,  T.  M. 
Hooper,  J. 
Howell,  G. 
Hoyle,  I. 
Hunter,  W.  A. 
Blingwortb,  A. 
James,  C.  H. 
Kenny,  C.  S. 
Kenny,  J.  E. 
Kenny,  M.  J. 
Lalor,  B. 
Lawson,  Sir  W. 
Lawson,  H.  L.  W. 
Leahy,  J. 
Lyell,  L. 

Biacdonald,  W.  A. 
M'Cartan,  M. 
M*Donald,  P. 
M'Donald,  Dr.'B. 
M'Kenna,  Sir  J.  N. 
M'Laren,  W.  S.  B. 
Mahony,  P. 
Mappin,  Sir  F.  T. 
Marum,  E.  M. 
3(Iason,  S. 
Molloy,  B.  C. 
Morgan,  rt.  hon.  G.  0. 
Morgan,  0.  V. 
Morley,  A. 
Nolan,  Colonel  J.  P. 
Kolan.  J. 
O'Brien,  P. 
O'Brien,  P.  J. 
O'Connor,  A. 
O'Connor,  J.  (Kerry) 
O'Connor,  T.  P. 
O'Hea,  P. 
O'KeUy,  J. 
Paulton,  J.  M. 
Pickard,  B. 
Piokersgill,  E.  H. 
Picton,  J.  A. 
Power,  B. 
Priestley,  B. 
Pyne,  J.  D. 


Quinn,  T. 

Redmond.  W.  H.  K. 
Beid,  B.  T. 
Boberts,  J. 
Rowlands,  J. 
Rowlands,  W.  B. 
Rowntree,  J. 
Russell,  E.  R. 
Schwann,  C.  E. 
Sexton,  T. 
Smith,  S. 

Spencer,  hon.  C.  R. 
Stack,  J. 

Stanhope,  hon.  P.  J. 
Stuart,  J. 


Summers,  W. 
Tanner.  C.  K. 
Tuite,  J. 
Waddy,  S.  D. 
Wallace,  R. 
Warmington,  C.  M. 
Wayman,  T. 
Will,  J.  S. 
Wilson,  C.  H. 
WUson,  H.  J. 
Yeo,  F.  A. 

TELLERS. 

Big^,  J.  G. 
Sullivan,  D. 


Question  put,  '<  That  those  words  be 
there  inserted." 

The  Oommittee  divided: — Ayes  126; 
Noes  217:  Majority  91.— (Div.  List, 
No.  170.)  ^  [7.55  P.M.J 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  claim  now  to 
move  that  the  Question, ''  That  the  words 
'  any  person  who  shall  wrongfully,  and 
without  legal  authority,  use  violence  or,' 
stand  part  of  the  Clause,  be  now  put." 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  rise  to 
a  point  of  Order.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Go- 
vernment whether  a  number  of  G-entle- 
men  who  have  paired  did  not  vote  in  the 
last  Division  ? 

The  OHAIEMAN:  That  is  not  a 
point  of  Order. 

Mr.  T.  M.  healy  :  Is  it  not  a  breach 
of  the  practice  of  this  House  for  a  num- 
ber of  Gentlemen  who  have  paired  to 
vote  in  a  Division  ? 

The  OHAIEMAN:  That  is  not  a 
question  upon  which  I  can  rule. 

Question  put  accordingly. 

The  Oommittee  divided: — ^Ayes  212; 
Noes  122:  Majority  90.— (Div.  List, 
No.  171.)  [8.15  p.Mj] 

Question  put,  ''That  the  words  'any 
person  who  shall  wrongfully,  and  with- 
out legal  authority,  use  violence  or,' 
stand  part  of  the  Olause." 

The  Oommittee  divided: — ^Ayes  190; 
Noes  116:  Majority  74.— (Div.  List, 
No.  172.)  [8.30  p.m.] 

Mb.  MAURIOE  HEALT  (Oork)  : 
The  Amendment  which  I  rise  to  move 
is  to  substitute  the  word  ''  threats  "  for 
the  word  "  intimidation  "  which  is  now 
in  the  clause,  and  which  is  very  vague 
in  its  meaning.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  Besident  Magistrates  may  be  inclined 
to  give  the  word  a  meaning  which  it 
might  not  be  intended  to  bear,  and  that, 
thereforoi  it  may  be  used  as  an  instru- 
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ment  of  great  tyranny  and  oppression. 
It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  Government 
accept  this  Amendment,  that  the  words 
**  violence  "  and  **  threats  "  will  be  suffi- 
cient for  bringing  to  bear  upon  the 
offences  speci6ed  the  penalties  of  this 
Bill,  and  that  the  offence  which  is  popu- 
larly known  as  intimidation  is  one  which 
ought  not  to  be  admitted  into  an  Act  of 
Parliament  under  that  vague  designa- 
tion. Suppose  a  man  takes  an  animal 
to  a  fair  for  the  purpose  of  selling  it, 
and  suppose  the  people  at  the  fair  do 
not  fancy  the  animal  he  has  for  sale,  of 
course,  whatever  may  be  the  defects  of 
the  animal  he  is  offering,  he  may  go  to 
the  Besident  Magistrate  and  allege  that 
he  has  not  been  able  to  sell  his  animal, 
and  that,  although  no  actual  threats 
have  been  used  to  him,  he  believes  there 
is  intimidation  in  the  air.  I  do  not  think 
that  when  a  man  makes  a  complaint  of 
that  kind,  and  is  not  able  to  show  some 
substantial  grievance  —  namely,  that 
violence  or  threats  have  been  used 
towards  him,  any  Besident  Magistrate 
should  have  it  in  his  power  to  imprison 
a  person  or  persons  upon  such  an  alle- 
gation. And  I  want  the  Government, 
if  they  intend  that  intimidation  is  to 
cover  something  beyond  violence  or 
threats,  to  tell  us  what  other  act  is  to 
be  included  under  this  term.  Let  them 
tell  us  what  they  have  in  view,  and  what 
is  the  mischief  at  which  they  wish  to 
strike.  If  there  is  any  definition  in'any 
Act  of  Parliament  which  describes  what 
it  is  the  Government  intend  to  reach  by 
this  clause,  let  them  put  it  into  the  Bill ; 
but  I  do  urge  upon  them  not  to  place 
such  enormous  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  Besident  Magistrates  by  the 
use  of  so  vague  a  term  as  **  intimida- 
tion," which,  as  I  have  said,  may  be 
applied  by  them  in  a  very  improper 
manner.  I  will  instance  two  cases  which 
happened  under  the  recent  Coercion 
Act.  At  the  time  when  the  Act  generally 
associated  with  the  name  of  the  late  Mr. 
Forster  was  in  force,  a  number  of  tenants 
were  evicted;  the  Land  League,  which 
was  then  in  existence,  erected  some  huts 
on  the  roadside  for  the  use  of  these 
persons,  and  for  that  purpose  they  sent 
down  a  common  carpenter  from  Dublin. 
This  man  was  not  a  politician ;  he  knew 
nothing  about  the  state  of  affairs,  and 
was  simply  employed  as  an  ordinary 
artizan  to  do  the  work.  But  what  did 
Mr.  Clifford  Loyd  do  ?    He  argued  that 
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the  huts  might  in  some  way  be  used  to 
intimidate  the  landlord ;  he  arrested  the 
carpenter  who  was  doing  the  work,  put 
him  into  gaol,  and  the  man  was  bound 
over  to  be  of  good  behaviour.    Now,  it 
is  against  acts  of  this  kind  that  we  wish 
to  provide  in  seeking  to  have  this  Amend- 
ment put  into  the  Bill.    It  seems  to  me 
monstrous  that  this  constructive  intimi- 
dation should  be  imported  into  the  legal 
process  in  Ireland.     We  say  that  if  the 
Executive  can  find  any  actual  violence 
or  threats,  let  those  acts  be  punished ; 
but  we  say,  also,  that  acts  of  construc- 
tive intimidation  ought  not  to  be  struck 
at.    I  will  now  refer  to  another  case, 
which  occurred,  I  think,  in  the  County 
of  Limerick.     In  this  instance,  a  police- 
man summoned  a  boy  who,  he  said,  had 
whistled  at  him  as  he  was  passing  along 
the  street;   he  alleged  that  this  little 
boy  had  intimidated  him — ^that  he  was 
whistling  at  him  in  derision.    I  do  not 
know  what  the  result  of  this  case  was. 
I  think  a  good  deal  of  fun  was  made  oi 
it  at  the  time,  and  I  only  use  it  as  a 
specimen  of  the  manner  in  which  we 
may  expect  that  an  Act  of  Parliament 
of  this  kind  will  be  used,  if  we  import 
into  it  words  which,  although  they  may 
have  a  meaning  in  the  diotionaiy,  hare 
no  legal  meaning. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
24,  after  **or,"  leave  out  *' intimidation »" 
and  insert  **  threats." — (Jfr.  Mam^ee 
Mealy.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  Hie 
Clause." 

The  CHIEF  8ECEETABY  por 
IRELAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfotxb)  (Man- 
chester, E.) :  The  hon.  Qentleman  eitlier 
asks  us  to  limit  the  operation  of  this 
clause  by  the  words  he  proposes,  or  he 
does  not.  If,  in  his  opinion,  the  tertnc 
''  threats  "  and  **  intimidation  "  ax^ 
synonymous,  his  Amendment  is  frivo 
lous.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  tun 
to  Clause  19,  he  will  see  that  the 
pression  *'  intimidation  "  includes 
words  or  acts  intended  and  calcula.ted.  t 

Sut  any  person  in  fear  of  any  inj  nry  c 
anger  to  himself,  or  to  any  menxber  c 
his  family,  or  to  any  person  in  his  en 
ployment,  or  in  fear  of  any  injury  ^to  < 
loss  of  property,  business,  employxneri 
or  means  of  living.  Now,  the  hox^.  Q^i 
tleman  has  not  told  us  which  o£  tl 
clauses  of  that  definition  he  objoota  t 
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and  which  he  thinks  would  be  struck 
out  by  substituting  "  threats  "  for  **  in- 
timidation," for  the  Government  are  of 
opinion  that  there  is  not  one  of  the  acts 
or  objects  specified  in  that  definition 
that  we  can  afford  to  part  with  from  this 
Bill.  We  cannot  afford  to  restrict  by 
one  iota  the  words  of  the  clause,  and 
the  hon.  Member  will,  therefore,  under- 
stand that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  ac- 
cept his  Amendment. 

Mr.  ILLINGWOETH  (Bradford, 
W.):  On  the  return  to  this  House  of 
my  late  Friend,  Mr.  Miall,  there  was, 
daring  his  candidature,  a  good  deal  of 
ezclasive  dealing.  I  want  to  know 
whether,  if  exclusive  dealing  occurred 
in  Ireland,  it  would  bring  the  unfortu- 
nate person  who  was  the  cause  of  it 
wftliin  the  meshes  of  this  Bill  ? 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secrete^  for  Ireland  seems  to  suppose 
that  we  on  these  Benches  do  not 
know  the  meaning  of  words.  He  says 
that  the  definition  of  intimidation  is  in 
this  Bill.  Now,  I  say  there  is  nothing 
of  the  kind.  He  refers  us  to  the  Defi- 
nition Clause,  and  he  says  this  is  the 
definition  of  intimidation — 

"The  expression  '  intimidation '  includes  any 
*tm]s  or  acts  intended  and  calculated  to  put 
tQ7  person  in  fear  of  any  injury  or  danger  to 
lumaelf,  or  to  any  member  of  his  family,  or  to 
uiy  person  in  his  emplo3rment,  or  in  fear  of  any 
iaJQry  to  or  loss  of  property," 

^d  BO  on.     ''The  expression  'intimi- 
dation'includes" — exactly ;  but  where  is 
the  definition  ?     It  includes,  you  say, 
certain  things ;  but  what  does  it  exclude  ? 
It  may  mean  anything  in  addition  to 
vhat  it  includes.     This  is  no  definition 
at  all ;  but  the  Government  who  bring 
in  the  Bill  call  it  a  definition — ^because 
you  say  that  a  gallon  of  water  includes 
a  glass;  that  is  a  definition  of  what  a 
?las8  or  gallon  is.     Will  the  Govern- 
ment put  in,  instead  of  the  word  "in- 
dudes,"  the  word  "means?"  Iftheydo, 
then  they  will  have  defined  intimidation ; 
^antilthen,  they  tellusnothingas  to  the 
meaning  of  the  word.  I  ask  the  Solicitor 
General  for  ^England  if  it  is  a  definition 
of  intimidation  to  say  what  it  includes 
without  saying  what  it   excludes?    I 
Tenture  to  saj  there  is  no  lawyer  on  that 

Bench,  unless  he  is  a  fool 

The  chairman  :  I  hope  the  hon. 
ud  learned  Member  will  pay  a  little 
morerespeot  to  tiie  dignity  of  the  Hoiise. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  shall  observe 
your  ruling,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  wish  to 
point  out  the  way  in  which  this  clause 
has  been  worked.  And  as  an  instance, 
I  will  refer  to  a  case  which  occurred  on 
the  7th  of  October,  1883.  On  that  day 
a  man  was  charged  before  the  magis- 
trates with  having  used  threatening 
language.  The  words  complained  of 
were  used  towards  another  man  at  an 
auction,  and  they  were — **  Leave  it  to 
me."  The  magistrate  said  that  the  man 
had  a  good  character,  but  that,  as  he  had 
used  threats,  he  should  send  him  to 
prison  for  seven  days.  That  is  one  in- 
stance of  what  the  definition  "  includes." 
Here  is  another  instance  of  intimidation. 
On  the  22nd  December,  1882,  three 
respectable  tenant  farmers  were  sen- 
tenced to  14  days'  hard  labour  for  stop- 
ping a  hunt,  the  Hesident  Magistrate 
who  sentenced  them  being  himself  one 
of  the  huntsmen  on  the  occasion — that  is 
to  say,  we  have  a  number  of  tenant 
farmers  who  object  to  hunting ;  one  of 
the  magistrates  is  a  member  of  the  hunt, 
and  he  says  that  the  gathering  of  these 
people  means  intimidation,  and  he  gives 
them  each  14  days'  hard  labour.  Besides 
this,  10  respectable  young  men  were 
sent  to  prison  for  not  dispersing.  The 
magistrate  is  described  in  your  own 
list  as  a  man  without  any  qualification. 
Again,  on  another  occasion,  a  number  of 
tenant  farmers  and  labourers  protested 
against  the  Marquess  of  Waterford's 
hunt  at  Curraghmore ;  all  that  was  es- 
tablished against  them  was  that  they 
shouted — they  used  no  threats — and  yet 
they  were  sentenced  to  a  month's  im- 
prisonment with  hard  labour.  Will  any- 
one tell  me  that  there  is  anything  in  this 
Act  to  warrant  this?  And  yet  it  was 
done,  and  I  say  it  will  be  done  again 
under  your  definition  "  includes."  We 
object  to  "  intimidation"  as  a  word  ;  it  is 
not  an  English  word,  and  it  has  no  pre- 
cise meaning.  If  you  said  "  frightens," 
you  would  make  the  matter  more  clear ; 
but  you  will  not  do  that.  Tou  put  in 
"intimidation,"  which  means  nothing. 
I  say  that  so  long  as  you  have  no  defini- 
tion of  this  word  in  the  Bill — of  words 
which  are  of  that  vague  character  that 
no  one  can  understand  them — so  long 
will  you  leave  to  the  Hesident  Magis- 
trates an  enormous  amount  of  salvage 
over  and  above  the  wording  of  the  Bill. 
I  appeal  to  the  Solicitor  General,  the 
Home  Secretary,  or  the  First  Lord  of  the 
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Treasury,  to  say  whether  the  word  **  in- 
cludes" has  any  value  at  all  as  a 
definition  f 

Mb.  MOLLOT  (King's  Co.,  Birr) :  I 
challenge  the  Solicitor  General  to  say 
that  any  definition  of  intimidation  is 
given  in  the  Bill.  Will  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  deny  that  any  act 
that  may  be  complained  of  by  any  per- 
son will  be  sufficient  to  get  a  decision 
against  a  person  charged  with  intimida- 
tion ?  The  wording  is,  beyond  expression, 
vague — 

'*  The  expression '  intimidation '  includes  any 
words  or  acts  intended  and  calculated  to  put 
any  person  in  fear  of  any  injury  or  danger  to 
himself," 

and  so  on.  I  will  undertake  to  say  that 
if  I  speak  at  the  next  election  dis- 
paragingly of  the  person  opposed  to  me, 
and  in  such  a  way  as  tended  to  the  loss 
of  his  seat,  I  should  come  under  this 
clause.  You  do  not  define  anything 
here,  and  yet  the  right  hon.  QenUeman 
points  to  these  vague  words  as  a  justifi- 
cation for  refusing  this  Amendment. 
Surely  the  Government  do  not  intend 
that  this  word  shall  be  used  in  the  same 
way  as  my  hon.  Friends  have  pointed 
out  the  word  ''intimidation"  has  been 
hitherto  used.  If  the  Government  do 
not  intend  that,  what  is  the  use  of 
their  retaining  the  word?  Why  does 
not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  endeavour 
to  meet  our  views,  either  by  suggesting 
another  expression,  or  giving  us  a  defini- 
tion? It  is  dear  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Ohief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land has  some  object  in  retaining  **  in- 
timidation," although  I  presume  his 
object  is  not  to  retain  it  for  the  purpose 
referred  to  by  my  hon.  Friend  ;  but  if  he 
has  a  definite  purpose,  why  can  he  not, 
in  the  interest  of  fair  play,  meet  our 
views  ?  We  have  given  him  the  reasons 
why  we  object  to  the  term  ''intimida- 
tion." We  have  shown,  from  what  has 
happened  in  Ireland,  how  absurd  this 
word  is ;  we  have  given  the  case  of  the 
prosecution  of  a  little  boy  of  11  or  12 
years  of  age  for  having  whistled  a  tune 
to  intimidate  the  police,  and  which  boy 
was  kept  in  prison  for  one  day  at  least. 
No  doubt,  the  Government  do  not  want 
the  clause  to  be  used  in  that  way ;  but  it 
has  been  so  used,  and  I  see  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  be  used  in  this  way 
again,  considering  the  f  aet  that  the  ma- 
gistrates who  80  used  it  are  still  on  the 
bench.    We  appeal  to  the  right  hon. 
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Gentleman  to  accept  this  Amendment, 
and  if  he  does  not  do  so,  it  will  be  diffi- 
cult to  believe  that  the  object  is  to  use 
the  Bill  for  other  purposes  than  the  word 
"intimidation"  implies. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'OONNOE  (Tipperary, 
S.) :  I  think  there  is  a  great  distinction 
to  be  drawn  between  the  two  words  "in- 
cludes "  and  "  means ;  "  much  more  so 
than  the  Gt)vemment  acknowledge.  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  this  section 
includes  public  meetings  at  which  it  is 
easy  to  imagine  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cork  (Mr.  Maurice  Healy)  and  others 
will  address  their  constituents,  and  give 
them  advice  generally  ?  When  we  have 
this  word  interpreted  by  the  Besident 
Magistrates,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
it  will  be  very  hard  to  escape  the  charge 

0  f  intimidation  under  thosecircumstanoes. 

1  am,  also,  curious  to  know  whether  it  is 
to  include  aid  and  assistance  which  it 
may  be  necessary  to  give  to  evicted 
tenants  ?    We  know  that  the  landlords 
are  engaged  largely  in  issuing  notices 
to  quit ;  we  have  heard  how  a  certain 
tradesman  who  went  down  to  a  locality 
to  erect  huts  was  charged  with  intimida- 
tion ;  we  have  heard  that  the  erection  of 
huts  is  an  act  of  intimidation  in  itself, 
and  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  action 
of  a  labourer  who  seized  the  reins  of  the 
Lord  liieutenant's  horse  in  the  streets  of 
Dublin,  those  huts  would  not  have  been 
erected,   and  the  tenants  would  have 
been  to  this  day  devoid  of  shelter.    We 
think  that  the  Besident  Magistrates  will 
consider  it  an  act  of  intimidation  for  any* 
one  to  bring  aid  and  assistance  to  tenants 
who  have  been  evicted,  and  a  person  en* 
gaged  in  what  the  whole  world  regards 
as  an  act  of  charity  will  be  subjected  to 
the  very  severest  punishment  provided 
by  the  Bill.     I  remember  that  either 
the  Solicitor  General,  or  the  hon.  and 
learned    Gentleman  now  Secretaiy   of 
State  for  India,  made  an  eloquent  speech. 
against  the  arrest  of  a  young  lady  who 
was  engaged  in  this  work,  and  who  waa 
sent  14  miles  by  road  to  gaol  in  charge 
of  policemen,  for  having  brought  sasist* 
ance  to  evicted  tenants.    These  neoes- 
sary  charitable  acts  have  been  and  will 
be  performed  again,  if  not  by  the  ladiea 
in  Ireland,  by  gentlemen,  and  I  want  to 
know  whether  those  engaged  in  them 
will  be  liable  to  the  very  severe  penaltiea 
provided  against  the  offenoeof  intinuda.- 
tion  f    I  do  not,  of  course,  presame  tc 
argue  this  question  from  ale^^  point  o1 
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Tiew ;  but  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think 
that  if  this  Act  becomes  law  it  will  not 
he  long  before  I  and  others,  whom  I 
know  well,  will  come  under  its  operation. 
I  can  scarcely  conceive,  unless  this 
Amendment  be  admitted,  that  a  man 
will  be  able  to  turn  upon  his  heel  in  Irp- 
land  without  coming  under  its  provisions. 
I  know  the  Beeident  Magistrates ;  I  know 
the  conduct  of  the  men  who  are  engaged 
in  these  political  movements  in  Ireland, 
and  I  know  it  is  impossible  for  them  to 
avoid  this,  havin^^:  regard  to  the  inter- 
pretation that  will  be  put  on  the  word 
*' intimidation  "  by  the  Resident  Magis- 
trates, and  I  am,  therefore,  anxious  that 
there  should  be  some  clear  definition  of 
the  term.  I  should  like  the  word  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Cork 
(Mr.  M.  Healy)  to  be  inserted,  rather 
than  that  which  we  have  in  the  clause, 
in  order  that  we  might  know  our  posi- 
tion so  far  as  to  be  able  to  avoid  offend- 
ing against  the  Act  in  the  future,  be- 
cause, if  I  can  possibly  avoid  it,  I  do  not 
desire  again  to  see  the  inside  of  one  of 
Her  Majesty's  prisons. 

Mb.   ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.)  :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  thinks  that 
by  referring  to  the  Definition  Clause  he 
is  giving  a  clear  idea  of  what  the  Go- 
vernment intend  by  the  word  "  intimida- 
tion."    That  word  has  a  historical  exist- 
ence.    In  O'Connell's  case  it  was  de- 
clared that  the  word  did  not  import  any 
rery  bad  meaning ;  but  it  has  since  been 
recognized  to  import  a  harmful  meaning. 
The  Definition  Clause  of  the  Govern- 
ment explains  the  term  '^  intimidation" 
as  covering  that  which  it  never  covered 
before.     The  extent  of  ground  which  it 
is  now  made  to  cover  ought  to  have  been 
in  the  mind  of  the  draftsman  of  this 
Bin,  because  in  the  preceding  Definition 
dause    you  have  a  saving  clause  for 
trade  unions,  and  that  saving  clause  is 
that  the  crime  of   combination,  which 
the   Trade    Unions  Acts  of    1871    and 
1875  dealt  with,  is  legal.     That  being 
so,  in  order  to  ascertain  what  the  drafts- 
man of  the  Bill  meant  to  include  by  the 
word  ''intimidation"  you  must  go  back  to 
the  Act  of  1875.     The  7th  section  of  that 
Act  provides  penalties  for  intimidation, 
for  the  ofifence  of  violence  or  otherwise ; 
and  it  aets  forth  that  every  person  who 
by  intimidation  endeavours  to  compel 
any  other  person  to  abstain  from  doing, 
or  to  do,  any  act  which  such  person  has 
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a  right  to  do  or  abstain  from  doing 
rightly  or  wrongly  shall,  on  conviction, 
be  liable  to  the  penalties  in  the  Act. 
What  are  the  things  made  legal  intimi- 
dation by  the  Act?  They  are — using 
violence  to  or  intimidating  another  per- 
son, his  wife,  or  children,  or  injuring  his 
property,  persistently  following  such 
other  person  about  from  place  to  place, 
or  hiding  any  tools  or  clothes,  inter- 
fering with  him  in  his  work,  watching  or 
besetting  the  house  where  he  carries  on 
work,  or  approaching  such  place,  and 
the  following  of  any  such  person  by  two 
or  more  persons  in  a  disorderly  manner 
in  any  street  or  road.  That  is  the  defi- 
nition in  the  Act  of  1875,  and,  as  I  men- 
tioned before,  Section  18  says  that  no 
act  which  is  not  an  offence  of  intimida- 
tion under  that  Act  shall  be  an  offence 
of  intimidation  under  this  Bill.  What 
is  the  effect  of  the  Definition  Clause  if 
it  remains  in  the  phraseology  to  which 
we  have  been  referred  by  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland?  It  is  to  include 
any  word  or  act  calculated  to  put  any 
person  in  fear  of  injury  or  danger  to 
himself,  or  any  person  of  his  family,  or 
person  in  his  employment,  and  so  on. 
Now,  when  you  have  extended  the  mean- 
ing of  intimidation  in  such  a  manner  as 
that,  what  will  it  not  come  to  ?  Every 
form  of  language  which  the  person  to 
whom  it  is  addressed  may  not  like — 
words  conveying  only  advice— may  be 
considered  to  be  intimidation.  A  caution 
or  intimation  that  if  such  and  such  a 
course  is  followed  certain  results  will 
take  place — everything  of  this  sort,  how- 
ever bond  fid$  it  may  be,  will  be  intimi- 
dation ;  and  when  we  consider  who  are 
the  men  to  administer  the  clause,  it 
appears  against  reason  to  place  such  an 
elastic  form  of  words  at  their  disposal. 
There  was  one  of  that  body  who  said — 
"  We  will  fight  the  Nationalists  down  to 
Hell ;  and  if  Hell  is  frozen  over  we  will 
fight  them  on  the  ice."  Men  who  are 
capable  of  using  such  language  as  that 
are  not  those  to  whom  the  interests  of 
the  Nationalists  should  be  confided,  and 
yet,  under  this  Bill,  you  will  enable 
them  to  construe  as  intimidation  what  is 
simply  meant  as  advice.  I  ask  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  whether  the 
construction  I  have  put  upon  the  clause 
is  not  perfectly  correct,  and  whether  the 
definition  of  ** intimidation"  is  not  so 
wide  that  no  Nationalist  can  reasonably 
be  held  to  be  safe  before  any  Eesident 
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Magistrate?  Inasmucli  as  we  have  now 
reached  the  word  **  intimidation/'  it  is 
all  importaot  that  we  should  have  a  clear 
definition  of  a  term  so  elastic  and  dan- 
gerous. I  ask  the  Solicitor  General  whe- 
ther he  is  content  that  the  interpretation 
of  the  word  **  intimidation  "  is  one  which 
has  been  accented  and  recognized  in  the 
English  Law  Courts ;  and  whether,  in  the 
present  political  and  social  circumstances 
of  Ireland,  it  would  be  just  or  wise  to 
give  to  the  word  a  wider  signification 
than  it  has  received  in  England  ? 

Mr.  OLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.):  The 
attention  of   the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  has  been 
directed  to  four  or  five  very  extraordinary 
cases  of  the  abuse  which  is  possible 
under  the    word  ** intimidation;"  but 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  as  well  as 
the  other  Members  of  the  Government, 
have   remained  perfectly   silent.    The 
Chief  Secretary   for    Ireland,   indeed, 
paid  no  attention  to  them  while  they 
were  being  stated,  and,  as  soon  as  he 
could,  went  out  of  the  House.    It  has 
been  pointed  out  that  this  Definition 
Clause,  which  makes  it  in  the  power  of 
any  Kesident  Magistrate  to  say  that  any 
word  or  any  act  done  or  said  to  any 
person  is  intended  to  put  him  in  fear  is 
so  wide  that  it  is  enough  to  put  every 
man  in  Ireland  in  prison.    I  suggest 
that  it  is  too  wide,  and  that  what  the 
Government  desire  is  to  have  it  too  wide. 
They  do  not  want  a  measure  only  to 
enable  them  to  deal  out  justice ;  they 
want  a  wide-sweeping  measure  which 
will  enable  them  to  do  anything  they 
like  in  the  interest  of  the  landlord  class, 
and  in  the  interest  of  those  at  Dublin 
Castle.     My  hon.  ¥riend  the  Member 
for  Tipperary  (Mr.   J.   O'Connor)  has 
pointed  out  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  almost  every  politician  on  the  popu- 
lar side  to  make  his  ordinary  political 
speech  if  this  clause  is  to  be  carried  out 
in  its  present  form.    But  that  is  exactly 
what  the  Government  want ;  they  want 
to  prevent  political  speaking  if  they  can. 
What  the  Government  intended  from 
the  beginning,  [and  what  they  intend 
now,  is  to  obtain  a  measure  of  tyranny 
sufficient  to  enable    them  to  put  any- 
body they  like  in  prison  who  objects  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  Union.     That 
being  the  case,  I  think  there  is  really 
no  use  in  making  any  further  appeals 
to  the  Government  to  state  their  mean- 
ing with  regard  to  the  word  '*intimi- 
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dation."    It  is  our  duty  to  point  out,  if 
we  can,  to  the  English  people  what  is 
the  meaning  of  this  clause.   If  a  farmer 
meets  a  man  who  has  taken  a  farm  from 
which  another  man  had  been  evicted 
and  shakes  his  head  at  him,  the  man 
may  ^o  to  the  Besident  Magistrate  and 
say  that  the  man  had  shaken  his  head 
at  him,  and  at  the  next  Petty  Sessions 
the  evidence  of  this  single  person  that 
the  shaking  of  the  head  was  intended 
to  put  him  in  fear  of  his  life  would  be 
sufficient  to  enable  the  Besident  Magis- 
trate, who  has  probably  got  his  mind 
made  up  beforehand,  and  is  one  of  the 
landlord  class,  to  send  the  farmer  to 
prison.    Again,  if  a  person  of  the  class 
which  is  obnoxious   to  the  population 
goes  to  Mass,  and,  instead  of  sitting  in  his 
own  place,  sits  among  people  by  whom 
he  knows  he  is  disliked,   and  if  the 
people  round  about  him  get  up  and 
walk  away  from  him,  and  sit  and  kneel 
in  another  part  of  the  church,  that,  also, 
will  be  an  act  of  intimidation.     This 
man  will  be  able  to  go  to  the  Besident 
Magistrate  and  say  he  is  put  in  fear  of 
his  life  in  consequence  of  these  people 
getting  up  and  passing  him  in  church  ; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Besident 
Magistrate  will  send  them  all  to  prison. 
\_A  laughJ]    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  laughs  at  this;  but  I  say  that  it 
is  an  illustration  of  what  will  take  place, 
and  is  not  a  bit  more  preposterous  than 
the  other  cases  I  have  given.     I  think 
some  more  articulate  reply  than  laughter 
should   come  from  Gentlemen  on  the 
Treasury  Bench,  although  probably  they 
prefer  that  mode  of  answering.     Out 
point  is  this — that  this  is  about  tb.e 
worst  clause  in  the  Bill,  knowing  kow 
it  will  be  worked.     And  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  allows  the  word  "  intimidatioxt  ** 
to  remain  on  the  clause,  he  will   l&y 
himself  open  to  the  charge  that  he   de- 
sires the  state  of  disturbance  that  %rlll 
result  rather  than  a  state  of  peace.    ^We 
are  here  to-night  charging  uie  Gt>rorxx-- 
ment  with  having  that  design  and  in^ 
tention,  and  of  course,  if  they  carry  out 
that  intention  by  refusing  this  Amoxid* 
ment,  the  charge  we  make  will  be  amply 
justified. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.)  •  it 
strikes  me  that  the  Government  aro  not 
pursuing  a  very  conciliatory  cour^o  ixx 
this  matter.  If  their  intention  ia 
the  word  ''intimidation  *'  should 
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the  same    as   '^frightening"  I  think 
they  ought  to  give  way  and  accept  the 
Amendment.     It  is  very  unsatisfactory, 
while  an  important  question  of  this  kind 
i«  being  discussed,  to  see  the  Govern  < 
meat  represented    by  only  two    Law 
Officers   and  four  of  their  supporters. 
It  is  rather  a  strange  thing  that  these 
six  individuals  should  be  able  to  keep 
in  a  Bill  words  to  which  the  whole  Irish 
nation  are    opposed.    I  think,  at  any 
rate,  that  the  Government  should  give 
way  on  this  point.     I  have  had  some 
experience  at  ordinary  Petty  Sesnions ; 
and  although  hon.   and  learned  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  Treasury  Bench  may  not 
have  a  very  large    respect    for  those 
Courts,   I   say  you  are  going  to  give 
them  immense  powers  under  this  Bill, 
^ow  there  is  a  class  of  cases,  originating 
at  fairs,  which  come  continually  before 
the  Petty  Session  Courts,  and  up  to  the 
last  five  or  six  years  the  practice  has 
been  to  bind  the  parties  over  to  keep 
the  peace ;  but  now  you  are  going  to 
give  the  magistrates  power  to  pass  a 
wntence  of  six  months'  imprisonment. 
These  matters  will  be  judged  in  the 
same  way  as  before — that  is  to  say,  the 
magistrates    will    take  very  little   evi- 
dence.   The  manner  of  conducting  busi- 
ness at  fairs  is  not  well  understood  by 
those  who  are  not  familiar  with  it.    It 
is  quite  a  common  thing  to  see  persons 
at  a  fair  who  look  as  if  they  were  going 
to  kill  one  another,  and  yet  it  is  only 
tizeir  fashion    of   making    a    bargain. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  think  the 
Government  ought  to  make  a  distinction 
with  regard  to  the  old  rules  under  which 
the  magistrates  have  been  accustomed 
to  bind  people  over  to  keep  the  peace. 
As  my  hon.  Friend  has  said,  the  word 
"intimidation"  is  too  elastic  in  itself, 
and,  beyond  that,  it  has  been  used  in  a 
very  elastic  manner ;  but  you  are  now 
going  to  make  such  persons  as  I  have 
referred  to    liable  to  six  months'  im- 
prisonment.     I  wish  there   was  some- 
thing in  this  Bill  to   make  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown  attend  at  Petty 
Sessions.      I    believe    they   have  very 
little  idea  of  what  goes  on  there,  and  I 
have  no  doubt   they  suppose  that  the 
Courts  are  conducted  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the   Superior  Courts.     But  that 
is  not  the  case  at  all.     I  say  that  when 
'  yon  are  g^vi^S  this  tremendous  power 
•  yoa  should  provide  the  magistrate  with 
'  somethings   definite   mi   specific  to  go 


upon,  and  I  believe  that  the  adoption  of 
the  word  "threats,"  which  my  hon. 
Friend  proposes  to  substitute  for  "in- 
timidation," will  save  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in 
reviewing  cases  which  will  be  dealt 
with  under  this  Act.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, the  Government  will  see  their  way 
to  accept  this  Amendment,  although, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  they  have 
done  so  little  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the 
Irish  people,  I  have  no  great  expecta- 
tion of  their  doing  so.  It  is  not  difficult 
to  see  why  the  Government  refuse  to 
accept  any  Amendment  we  propose ;  all 
they  want  is  to  have  a  red  rag  to  flourish 
before  the  country  during  the  Becess. 
They  will  say  to  the  people  of  England — 
"  We  have  made  no  concession  to 
public  opinion  in  Ireland ;  we  have 
closured  their  Kepresentatives  four  or 
five  times  a  day  ;  and  we  hope  you  will 
approve  of  what  we  have  done."  So 
far  as  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  Irish 
are  concerned,  the  feelings  of  those  who 
send  them  to  this  House  could  not  be 
treated  with  less  consideration  if  we 
were  ruled  over  by  one  of  the  Eoman 
Emperors. 

The  SOLICITOE  GENERAL  (Sir 
Edward  Clarke)  (Plymouth) :  The  hon. 
Member  who  proposed  this  Amendment 
says  that  the  word  ''threats"  is  equivalent 
to  the  word  ''  intimidation,"  and  that  as 
the  Irish  Members  prefer  the  former  the 
Government  ought  to  substitute  it  for 
the  latter.  That,  however,  would  seem 
to  be  a  suggestion  that  the  Government 
should  hand  over  their  Bill  to  be  re- 
drafted by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
a  suggestion  which,  of  course,  the 
Government  cannot  accept.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  North  Gal- 
way  (Colonel  Nolan)  has  remarked 
upon  the  small  attendance  during  this 
discussion.  I  do  not  wonder  that  there 
are  but  a  few  Members  in  the  House, 
because  since  the  last  Division  the  time 
of  the  House  has  been  occupied  by 
a  series  of  irrelevant  questions.  Five 
hon.  Members  have  put  questions  to  the 
Government.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Bradford  (Mr.  Illingworth)  has  asked 
whether  this  Act  would  have  applied  to 
certain  persons  who  misbehaved  them- 
selves at  Parliamentary  elections  ?  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  King's 
County  (Mr.  MoUoy)  asks  whether  in- 
timidation includes  the  case  of  a  boy 
who  whistles  at  a  policeman  ?  The  hon. 
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Member  for  Donegal  (Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor)  calls  on  me  to  say  whether  I 
think  i  tright  tb  at  the  administration  of  the 
Act  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  a  gen- 
tleman who  is  alleged  to  have  used  some 
very  strong  language  with  reference 
to  the  Nationalists.  But  I  would  point 
out  that  hon.  Members  who  have  asked 
these  questions  have  all  lefc  the  House 
without  waiting  for  any  answer  to  be 
given  y  and  that  the  questions  are  not 
such  as  lead  in  the  sb'ghtest  degpree  -to 
the  elucidation  of  the  question  before 
the  Committee.  With  regard  to  the 
Amendment,  I  have  only  to  repeat  what 
has  been  said  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  for  Ireland,  that  if 
this  Amendment  is  intended  in  any  way 
to  limit  the  meaning  of  the  word  '^  in- 
timidation "  the  Government  could  not 
accept  it. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  says  that  Mem- 
bers on  these  Benches  have  not  waited 
for  replies  to   their  questions;    but  I 
point  out  that  this  is  the  result  of  our 
having  fallen  into  the  habit  of  not  ex- 
pecting to  get  any  answers   from  the 
Government.    What  we  complain  of  is 
that  the    definition   'includes''  is  no 
definition  at  all;  that  it  simply  stretches 
the  meaning  of  the  word  without  telling 
us  what  it  does  mean,  and  that  the 
additional  meaning  given  in  the  Defini- 
tion Clause  is  of  such  a  character  that  it 
leaves  the  Government  open  to  punish 
anybody    in    Ireland  —  everyone    who 
differs  from  the  Government  will  pro- 
bably fall  under  one  or  the  other  of  the 
meanings  given.     It  seems  to  us  that  a 
man  who  has  built  a  house  for  you, 
which  falls  down  afterwards,  could  be 
brought  under  this  Bill.  I  contend  that 
this  clause,  as  now  worded,  places  the 
liberty  of  every  man  in  Ireland  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive,  and  that  the 
only  security  we  get  is  the  assurance 
that  the  clause  wiU  be  used  with  dis- 
cretion ;  and  we  know  by  that  that  it 
will  be  used  for  political  purposes.    If 
a  man  goes  into  a  shop  and  buys  some- 
thing, and  tells  a  friend  that  what  he 
bought  there  is  bad,  that  will  bring 
him  under  the  clause;  but,  as  I  have 
said,  by  its  means  the  Government  will 
be  able  to  punish  every  man  in  Ireland. 
We  have  endeavoured    to  argue  this 
matter  with  the  Government,  but  the 
only  reply  we  have  received  is  that  the 
Government  like  the  word  '4ntimida- 
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tion,"  and  that  if  they  were  to  substi- 
tute the  word  ''  threats  "  it  would  mean 
the  handing  over  of  the  Bill  to  be  re- 
drafted by  Members  on  these  Benches. 
That  means  nothing  more  than    that 
they  will  stick  to  everything  in  the  Bill. 
I  want  to  point  out  to  the  Committee 
the  gross  and  unjust  way  in  which  the 
people  of  Ireland  are  treated  in  this 
matter.    I  have  always  maintained  that 
where  there  is  a  free  Parliament,  and 
the  people  are  able  to  govern  their  own 
affairs,  intimidation  of  the  kind  you  are 
aiming  at  has  existed,  and  always  will 
exist,  whenever  the  people  have  before  it 
questions  of  interest.    I  maintain  there 
never  was  a  Bill  of  such  a  character  as 
this  driven  through  Committee  so  in- 
decently by  any  Government ;  and  if 
the  promoters  of  this  Bill  are  met  with 
prolonged  and  angpry  opposition,  it  is 
entirely  due  to  the  heartless  and  un- 
feeling way  in  which  they  force  these 
provisions  through  the  House  by  means 
of  an  ignorant  and  mistaken  majority. 
I  do  not   believe   there  are    10    men 
on    the    opposite    Benches    who  have 
read  the  Bill  from  beginning  to  end ; 
and,  if  that  is  so,  can  they  wonder  that 
we  resist  it  on  behalf  of  our  people  to 
the  utmost  of  our  power  ? 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present ;  Committee  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

Mr.  T.  p.  gill  (Louth,  8.) :  I  beg. 
Sir,  to  support  the  Amendment.  Such  a 
change  will  not  involve,  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  any  sacrifice  as  to  tb.e 
scope  of  the   powers  included  in   tlie 
clause,  if  the  Government  really  honestly 
mean  to  limit  the  operation  of  the  Act 
to  the  means  that  are  defined  in    the 
Definition    Clause.      Now,    I    find    in 
the  Definition    Clause    that   the   word 
**  includes  "  occurs  three  times,  and  the 
word   ^'means''   seven  times  amongst 
the  paragraphs.      We    have  this 
ample — 

''The  expression  'Lord  Lieutenant'  iu«sa,ns  | 

the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  or 'any   OKief  ! 

Governor  or  Governors  of  Ireland  for  the  time  J 
being." 

Then,  again,  we  have — 

"  The  expression  *  aggravated  crime  o£  ^rio* 
lenoe  against  a  person '  means  an  assault  ^^v^lxioi^ 
causes  actual  bodily  harm,"  &o. 

But  when  we  come  to  the 


**  intimidation  *'  we  find  it  set  do^rix  liv 
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gentlemen  who  will  have  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  Bill  intrusted  to  them. 
Then  there  is  another  case  broaght  up, 
where  the  Besident  Magistrate  appeared 
to  be  of  a  more  sensible  and  a  less 
tyrannical  frame  of  mind,  and  repri- 
manded the  police  for  bringing  up  the 
defendant.  It  was  the  case  of  Martin 
Hyan,  who  was  summoned  in  Westmeath 
for  calling  Patrick  Welsh  **  a  rogue,  a 
robber,  and  a  welsher,"  and  for  threaten- 
ing to  blow  out  his  brains  with  a  stone. 
That  case  was  dismissed;  but  it  is  a 
matter  in  the  discretion  of  the  Besident 
Magistrates  how  they  shall  deal  with 
these  cases,  and  we  see  that  it  is  possible 
for  one  of  them,  in  a  case  so  trivial  that 
it  should  never  have  been  brought  be- 
fore the  magistrates,  to  sentence  a  man  to 
two  months'  hard  labour  in  default  of 
finding  sureties  to  be  of  good  behaviour. 
An  euormous  number  of  these  cases 
could  be  brought  before  the  Committee ; 
but  I  am  sure  the  Government  would 
continue  to  treat  them  with  the  con- 
tempt they  have  already  manifested  to- 
wards those  which  have  been  mentioned 
in  the  course  of  this  debate.  This  dis- 
cussion has  gone  on  for  some  time,  and 
I  think  we  may  venture  to  appeal  to  any 
impartial  witness — to  yourself,  Sir,  for 
example — as  to  whether  the  statement 
made  from  this  quarter  of  the  House  of 
the  case  made  out  for  an  improvement 
of  this  definition  of  ''intimidation"  is 
not  one  which  well  deserves  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government,  or  well  deserves 
the  attention  of  any  Party  in  the  House 
to  whom  this  argument  might  be  ad- 
dressed ?  I  think,  if  this  discussion  may 
be  deemed  by  anybody  to  have  gone  on 
at  a  len^h  which  in  these  days  of  curtail- 
ment 01  debate  is  unusual,  that  the 
fault  lies  with  the  Government,  who  will 
not  answer  one  of  the  statements  or  one 
of  the  arguments  made  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  but  simply  get  up  and  tell  us 
that  we  are  trifling  with  the  House,  or 
are  assuming  to  re-draft  the  Bill  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Government ;  and  the  Go- 
vernment merely  scoff  at  our  statements, 
as  if  they  were  unfounded,  instead  of 
replying,  and  instead  of  making  some 
endeavour  to  carry  out,  by  the  accept- 
ance of  a  reasonable  Amendment  such 
as  this,  their  first  declared  intention  as 
to  the  method  in  which  they  intend  the 
Act  to  be  administered.  Sir,  I  would 
recommend  to  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  now  represents  the  Go- 
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"The  expresssion  'intimidation'  includes 
any  words  or  acts  intended  and  calculated  to 
pat  any  person  in  fear  of  any  injury  or  danger 
to  himself/' 

and  so  on.    If  the  Government,  instead 
of  the  word  "includes,''  would  put  in 
word  '^  means,"  it  would  be  limiting  the 
clause  to  the  offence  specially  defined, 
and  would  not  be  leaving  a  wide  margin 
for  the  discretion  of  the  Besident  Magis- 
trates as  to  the  class  of  offence  that 
they  may  deem  intimidation  when  they 
come  to  work  this  Act.    As  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Besident  Magistrates  in 
this  matter,  when   an  hon.  Friend  of 
mine  awhile  ago  was  describing  certain 
cases — for  example,  the  boy  who  was 
punished  for  whistling  in  the  street — I 
saw  one  or  two  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
men sitting  on  the  Front  Bench  oppo- 
site scoff  at  it  as  if  it  were  an  incredulous 
nuitter.     I  can  quite  understand  their 
Bcoffiug  at  it.    I  can  quite  understand 
the    Solicitor     General    for    England 
asking  whether,   in  the  case    of   that 
boy,  there  was  a  conviction  or  not.     I 
do  not  know  what  happened  in  the  case 
of  the  boy  referred  to ;  but  there  is  a 
case  here  in  which  there  is  a  conviction 
—a  case  in  which  a  person  summoned 
was  sentenced  to  find  sureties  in  £40, 
and  to  enter  into  his  own  recognizances, 
or  in   default  to  go  to  prison  for  two 
calendar  months.     His  name  was  James 
H'Clusky,  and  he  was  summoned  before 
Major  Traill,  the  Besident  Magistrate, 
who  is  rather  notorious,  and  what  was 
his  offence?     Why,  it  was  that  he,  on 
Mveral  occasions,  in  the  public  streets 
of  Armagh,  had  put  out  his  tongue  in  a 
'* threatening  manner"  at  the  Sub-In- 
spector of  Police.   This  James  M*Clusky, 
by  patting  out  his  tongue,  threatened 
aod  succeeded  in  intimidating  a  gentle- 
man who  had  at  his  hand  a  large  force 
of  Constabulary  armed  with  rifies  and 
bayonets  and  other  weapons  of  war.  The 
complainant,  in  course  of  his  examination, 
said  that  this  man  was  in  the  habit  of  in- 
ttmidating  him  in  the  streets  in  this  way ; 
and  the  result  was,  as  I  have  stated, 
that  the  man  was  sentenced  to  go  to 
prison  for  two  calendar  months  in  de- 
iaolt  of   finding  sureties.    This  was  a 
case  in  which  a  monstrous  and  ridiculous 
ehazge  was  made  aeainst  a  man  as  a 
matter  of    intimidation,  and  the  Besi- 
deet   Magistrate    who    sentenced    this 
young  felloir  to  prison  for  two  months 
in  this  absurd  way  will  be  one  of  the 
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vernment  (the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land) the  suggestion  I  have  made — 
namely,  that  in  Clause  1 9  we  should  go 
80  far — though  no  one  will  be  able  to 
say  it  is  going  very  far — as  to  leave  out 
the  word  **  includes,"  so  as  not  to  leave 
a  margin  to  the  Besident  Magistrates  to 
take  any  cases  such  as  that  of  a  person 
putting  out  his  tongue  in  a  threatening 
manner,  and  to  put  in  the  word  '*  means," 
which,  goodness  knows,  is  sufficiently 
wide  in  its  construction.  I  would  ask 
the  Government  whether  they  intend  to 
use  this  clause  and  this  definition  of  the 
word  '^  intimidation,"  as  against  the 
action  of  landlords  who  do  what  the  Land 
Commission,  through  Judge  McCarthy, 
recently  declared  the  landlords  were  in 
the  habit  of  doiug — namely,  intimi- 
dating their  tenants  by  means  of  evic- 
tion, and  holding  over  their  heads  the 
species  of  terrorism  that  the  Irish  land- 
lords are  able  to  hold  over  the  heads  of 
their  tenants — whether,  I  say,  they  in- 
tend to  include  acts  of  intimidation  like 
that  in  the  action  they  propose  to  take 
under  this  measure  which  they  are  now 
passing  ?  I  should  like  to  have  an  an- 
swer to  that  question.  Is  it  within  their 
intention  to  do  so,  or  do  they  only  wish 
to  bring  charges  of  intimidation  against 
the  tenants  ?  I  would  call  your  atten- 
tion, Sir,  to  the  fact  that  one  of  the 
Amendments  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Leader  of  the  House  stated 
to-night  he  considered  to  be  of  no  im- 
portance is  one  which  is  moved  by  an 
hon.  Friend  of  mine  on  this  Bench,  and 
which  refers  to  that  very  portion  of  the 
definition  of  intimidation ;  and  I  hope 
that  when  we  come  to  this  Amendment 
you  will  consider  it  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  permit  a  discussion  to  take  place 
upon  it.  It  opens  up  a  question  which 
is  a  most  important  one — namely,  the 
question  of  intimidation  on  the  part  of 
the  landlords,  which  is  a  question  that 
has  not  yet  come  before  this  Committee 
for  discussion.  I  maintain  it  is  intimi- 
dation of  a  far  more  serious  character 
than  anything  which  in  done  by  the 
people  in  defence  of  their  rights. 

Mr.  CHANCE  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  It  is 
a  curious  thing  that  none  of  the  many 
lawyers  who  obtained  seats  at  the 'last 
General  Election  in  the  Tory  interest 
have  addressed  the  Committee  in  defence 
of  a  single  word  of  this  Bill,  with  the 
exception  of  hon.  and  learned  and  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentlemen  who  sit  on 
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the  Front  Bench,  and  who  are,  there- 
fore, more  or  leas  pecuniarily  interested 
in  the  fate  of  the  measure  and  the  fate 
of  the  Government,  which  is  bound  up 
with  it.    I  think  it  is  a  significant  cir- 
cumstance that,  with  so  many  lawyers 
in  the  House,  every  one  of  whom  is  burn- 
ing to   distinguish  himself  in  the  in- 
terests  of  the  Government,  and  probably 
with  a  view  to  his  own  ultimate  interest, 
we  should  not  have  had  a  single  word 
from  any  of  them  in  defence  of  this  Bill. 
When  people  were  talking  very  large 
through  the  country  on  the  introduction 
of  this  measure,  when  they  were  speak- 
ing about  agrarian  crime   in  Ireland, 
about  the  atrocities  of  the  tenantry  cut- 
ting off  cows'  tails  and  so  on,  no  doubt 
many  of    the    Gentlemen  to  whom  I 
refer  did  speak ;  but  when  we  come  to 
the  details  of  the  Bill  they  do  not  ap- 
pear to  take  the  slightest  part  in  what 
is  going  on,  except  this — that  they  now 
and  then  come   in  for  the  purpose  of 
intimidating  us  and  to  vote  for  the  Mo- 
tion, **  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  word  **  intimi- 
dation "  in  this  clause  cannot  be  justi- 
fied even  on  grammatical  grounds,  and 
ought  not  to  be  retained.    It  seems  that 
intimidation   to    be   effectual   requires 
that  someone  should  be  affected  by  it — 
that,  to  use  a  legal  phrase,  there  should 
be  a  grantor  and  a  grantee.    You  can- 
not be  said  to  intimidate  the  world  in 
general ;  you   must    intimidate    some- 
body.   When  you  look  at  the  next  few 
words  you  see  that  the  intimidation  is 
intimidation    **of  or  towards,"  and  I 
confess  I  do  not  know  what  that  mea^ua. 
You  cannot  intimidate  towards  a   per- 
son  

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber,   in    the    observations    he  ia    new- 
making,  is  anticipating  an  Amendtnent 
lower  down  on  the  Paper  in  hia   own 
name. 

Mr.  CHANCE:  Well.  Sir,  I  was 
simply  saying  this — that  intimidcttion  is 
an  offence  which  requires  to  bo  a.\>8o- 
lutely  complete.  I  do  not  kno^^  xvliat 
was  in  the  mind  of  the  draftsman  ^w^Hexi 
he  put  down  the  words  as  we  find  them 
in  the  Bill,  because  lower  down,  ^re  »e^ 
a  number  of  acts  described  iQCompl^i;^!^ 
and  I  do  not  see  how  intimida.tioti  c^i 
possibly  be  used  in  their  regard.      AVTiei 

we  turn  to  the  Definition  Clause^ •Cla.ns 

19 — I  find  a  similar  difficulty  ixx  xxudei 
standing  it,  becaase  I  there  — 
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*'  The  expression  '  intimidation  '  inclades 
anjr  words  or  acts  intended  and  calculated  to 
pat  any  person  in  fear  of  any  injury  or  danger 
to  himself,  or  to  any  member  of  his  family,  or 
to  an  J  person  in  his  employment/'  &c. ; 

and  I  must  point  out  that  it  is  quite  a 
new  departure  to  use  the  word  '^  intimi- 
date "  in  that  manner.    If  you  look  at 
the  Trades  Union  Act  of  1875  you  there 
find  intimidation  dealt  with.    In  that 
Act  there  is  an  offence  clearly  defined, 
but  there  is  no  question  of  ''using  in- 
timidation towardjB,"  and  so  forth.    And 
if  you  look  at  the  definition  of  what 
may  be  reasonably  termed  intimidation 
or  force — take,  for  instance^  intimida- 
tion or  an  assault  that  may  be  a  con- 
stroctiye  assault — ^you  find  that  an  act 
that  is  to  be  constructively  an  assault 
must  be  an  act  giving  to  the  person 
towards   whom  it   is  used  reasonable 
ground  to  believe  that  the  person  using 
it  means  to  apply  actual  force ;   but  in 
this  Bill  there  is  no  such  limit  or  safe- 
guard.    Under  this  Bill,  if  any  person, 
even  the  fool  of  the  parish,  chooses  to 
say  that    he  is  put  in  fear  by  an  act 
which  is  perfectly  innocent,  it  will  be  a 
criminal  offence,  and  I  must  say  that  is 
absnrdlj  unreasonable.   You  should  not 
say  it  is  an  offence  unless  the  act  done 
is  calculated  to  put  in  fear  a  person  of 
reasonable  mind  and  of  sound  common 
sense ;  but  I  understand  why  the  Bill  is 
framed  in  its  present  shape.     Of  course, 
xnoet  of  these  acts  of  so-called  intimida- 
tion will  be  alleged  against  Nationalists 
in  Ireland,  and  it  is  desired  on  the  part 
of  the  landlord  class  to  have  the  widest 
means  of    alleging  acts  against  these 
people  which  can  be  construed  by  the 
Besident  Magistrates  into  acts  calculated 
to  produce  fear.    The  whole  thing  is 
utterly  unreasonable.     I  suppose,  how- 
ever, it   will  be  passed   by  the  usual 
majority,  who  stalk  in  at  the  beck  of  that 
living  dangler  signal,  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  when  he  desires  to  put 
the  closure  on.     I  do  not  see  that  it  is 
toy  use  arguing  the  matter,  since  I  have 
no  one  to  argue  ,with. 

Db.  KENNY  (Cork,  8.):  I  would  like 
to  point  out  to  the  Committee  that  it  is 
not  what  the  Oovemment  mean  which 
wiU  be  taken  into  consideration  in  Ire- 
land by  the  gentlemen  who  will  have 
dotrosted  to  them  the  administration  of 
this  measure  when  it  becomes  an  Act  of 
Parliament ;  but  they  will  take  into  con- 
adenuion  what  course  is  most  acceptable 


to  the  powers  that  be.  It  is  necessary 
that  it  should  be  impressed  upon  the  G-o- 
vernment  that  they  should  have  this 
clause  framed  in  definite  language— in 
language  as  precise  as  that  of  the 
English  law.  As  has  been  frequently 
pointed  out,  not  only  are  the  gentlemen 
who  will  administer  this  measure  re- 
movable at  pleasure,  but  they  are  always 
filled  with  gratitude,  and  gratitude  we 
know,  in  the  Parliamentary  acceptation 
of  the  phrase,  is  a  lively  expectation  of 
favours  to  come.  These  Itesident  Magis- 
trates are  always  looking  forward  to  get 
some  fresh  expression  of  consideration 
and  approval  from  the  GK)vernment ;  and, 
as  persons  who  find  themselves  in  that 
situation  always  do,  it  will  be  found  that 
they  go  far  beyond  what  the  Government 
wish  them  to  do.  They  will  inevitably 
go  beyond  the  length  of  their  tether. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  ask  the 
Government  to  say  what  they  mean  by 
*'  intimidation."  If  they  mean  what  we 
mean  by  the  word  "threats,"  why  do 
not  they  say  so  at  once,  and  accept  our 
Amendment?  This  word  ** threats" 
would  go  much  better  with  the  previous 
words  of  the  section.  "  Wrongfully  in- 
timidated" seems  to  have  a  contradic- 
tion in  it.  If  you  put  in  the  word 
**  threats,"  instead  of  **  intimidation," 
you  will  facilitate  the  passage  of  the 
Bill,  and  the  Resident  Magistrates  will 
find  themselves  with  a  very  necessary 
curb  put  upon  them. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  168; 
Noes  111  :  Majority  57. — (Div.  List, 
No.  173.)  [9.60  P.M.] 

Mr.  CHANCE :  I  beg  to  move,  in 
page  2,  line  25,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*'  or  towards."  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to 
announce  to  the  Committee  on  this  occa- 
sion that  I  speak  by  the  leave  and  full 
concurrence  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  discussion  on  the 
Amendment  will  be  a  short  one.  We 
have  already  passed  without  discussion 
the  most  serious  points.  We  have  de- 
cided that  amongst  the  criminals  who 
are  enumerated  in  this  section  shall  be 
found  any  person  who,  wrongfully  and 
without  legal  authority,  uses  violence  or 
intimidation ;  and  now  we  come  to  the 
words  **  to  or  towards."  I  confess  it 
puzzles  me  how  we  can  use  the  words 
"  to  or  towards  any  person  or  persons  " 
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ia  refetcnce  to  such  aa  offeuoe  as  intimi- 
datioD.  Intimidation  13  distiiict  from 
yiolence,  and  it  is  ueed  here  as  some- 
tiling  bjrnhicli  you  produce  an  effect 
on  the  mind  of  someone.  You  caDoot  be 
said,  therefore,  to  use  it  "tonards" 
some  one.  People's  minds  do  not  reside 
outside  them.  To  have  intimidation 
you  must  produce  an  effect  on  the  mind 
of  some  solitary  individual;  and.  that 
being  so,  I  cannot  conceive  what  is  the 
meaning  of  "  intimidation  towards." 
Intimidation  is  not  like  a  shot  gun, 
vhich  you  can  fire  off  in  the  air.  This 
is  an  example  of  the  latitude  which  it  is 
intended  to  give  the  Eenident  Magis- 
trates— an  example  of  the  free  hand  you 
give  them  to  enable  them  to  put  anyone 
they  like  into  gaol.  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  be  unreasonable  enough 
to  insist  upon  the  use  of  these  words. 
In  the  Conspiracy  and  Protection  of 
Property  Act  of  1875  you  used  the  word 
"intimidation;"  but  you  did  not  say 
"intimidation  towarde  a  person,"  as  if 
intimidation  was  a  weapon  held  up  and 
brandished.  Perhaps  it  meant  that 
though  you  may  not  intimidate  a  person 
himself,  you  may  do  something  to  some 
member  of  his  family  and  thereby  in- 
timidate biro;  but  that  does  not  justify 
the  use  of  words  which  are  puerile;  and, 
therefore,  I  trust  the  Qoveinment  will 
leave  them  out. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
25,  leave  out  "or  towards."  —  {Mr. 
Chance.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  he  left  out  etand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The  attorney  GENEEAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Tlni- 
versity) :  The  hon.  Gentleman  has  re- 
ferred to  the  Act  of  1B75,  and  he  points 
out  that  it  differs  from  the  wording  oi 
the  clause  which  we  are  now  constder- 
ing.  That  Act  is  liable  to  be  evaded.  Il 
the  hon.  Gentleman  were  to  read  the  de- 
bates which  took  place  in  this  House  in 
1882  he  would  find  it  there  stated  by  hon 
Gentlemen  who  have  had  coneiderablt 
experience  in  Ireland  that  though  the 
section  of  the  Act  of  1875  to  which  he 


Bill  we  are  now  considering,  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  deal  with  evety  form  of  intimi- 
dation in  Ireland  which  has  existed 
)  1881,  more  or  less  extensively, 
down  to  the  present  time.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  asks,  what  is  the  meaning  of 
introducing  these  words  ?  The  meanieg 
of  introducing  the  words  is,  aa  I  ex- 
plained in  the  House  hours  ago,  that 
intimidation  might  not  be  directed  to 
the  individual  himself — that  is,  that  it 
ight  not  be  intimidation  used  by  the 
person  using  it  in  the  presence  of  the 
person  against  whom  it  is  used — they 
might  not  be  together — but  it  may  be 
directed  gainst  a  man  through  other 
channels,  and  by  being  directed  through 
other  channels  may  present  that  person 
from  doing  a  great  number  of  things 
which  he  has  a  legal  right  to  do,  by 
reason  of  this  intimidation  being  brought 
to  bear  upon  him.  There  might  be  dis- 
cussion as  to  the  best  way  of  framing 
the  clause  to  meet  that  point ;  but  it  has 
been  considered  before  that  the  phrase 
we  here  use  does  meet  the  difficulty.  It 
has  been  clearly  shown  that  there  are 
many  cases  where  the  condition  of  things 
would  not  have  been  reached  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  adoption  of  these  words. 
Under  the  circumstances,  the  Govern- 
ment do  not  see  their  way  to  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  hon.  Member's  Amend- 
ment. 

Mb.   OHANCE;    I  understand   that 
the  case  of  the  Government  is  a  very 
short  and  simple  one.     They  admit  that 
"  intimidation  "  is  the  production  of  an 
effect  by  one  person  upon  the  mind  of 
another  person,  but  they  wish  to  pnnisli 
intimidation,  while  they  are  unable  to 
point  out  a  single  individual  on  whoBa 
mind  this  effect  has  been  produced.     I 
leave  the  Committee  to  judge  of  that 
position.     I  ask  the  Government  if  they 
have  any  other  reason  to  adTanoe  for 
the  retention  of  these  words?     If  whsit 
I  have  stated  is  their  admission  it  is    a 
very  grave  one.     It  is  that  they  mean 
that  "intimidation  in  the  air"    is    an 
illegal  act,  and  that  they  wish  to  puniali, 
by  six  months'  imprisoument,  peoplo  for 
doing  acts  which  do  not  involve  violence, 
and  by  which  no  single  individual  has 
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"  specified."    The  point  involved  in  this 
Amendment  has  already,  in  an  indirect 
way,  formed  the  subject  of  discussion. 
There  is  the  example  of  a  number  of 
cases  in  which  prosecutions  were  insti- 
tuted under  the  corresponding  provisions 
oi  the  Crimes  Act.     A  number  of  parties 
were  charged  with  intimidating  persons 
unknown,  and  summonses  were  issued 
niaking  a  charge  of  intimidation,  but 
without  specifying  the  persons  intimi- 
dated.   It  is  needless  to  point  out  that 
that  is  a  very  unsatisfactory  and  im- 
proper course  to  take.     In  one  of  these 
cases  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  County 
Court  Judge,   and    the    County  Court 
Judge  decided  that  such  a  summons  was 
had  in  law.  and  refused  to  confirm  the 
conviction  of  the  magistrates,   on  the 
ground   that    the  persons    intimidated 
ought  to  have  been  stated.     But  in  an- 
other case,  where  a  number  of  appeals 
were  made  to  the  County  Court  Judge, 
^\ieTB  the  same  course  had  been  taken 
hy  those  issuing  the  summonses,  the 
Oonnty  Court  Judge  declined  to  take 
that  view,  and  decided  that  the  sum- 
monses were  good  in  law.     Whether  or 
not  8Dch  a  course  as  that  is  good  in  law, 
the  Bill  ought  to  be  made  clear  and  pre- 
«se  on  the  point.    I  do  not  know  what 
the  intention  of  the  Government  is ;  but, 
at  any  rate,  the  matter  should  be  here 
debated  and  clearly  decided.  I  may  give, 
fts  a  sample  of  the  improper  way  in  which 
^e  clause,  as  framed,  may  work,  this 
^*ct.  An  hon.  Friend  of  mine  went  down 
to  Westmeath  and  made  a  speech  there. 
M  that  time  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
agitation  in  the  country  with  reference 
to  the  question  of  the  labourers  of  Ire- 
land, and  the  action  taken  under  the 
labourers'  Act  by  the  Poor  Law  Guar- 
^IzAns.      A  favourite  allegation  of  the 
landlords  was  that,    however    anxious 
^^y  themselves  might  be  to  make  con- 
OMsions,  the  tenants  were  not  disposed 
to  accept  them.     Well,  my  hon.  Friend, 
in  making  a  speech  in  Westmeath,  dis- 
eased this  view  of  the  matter,  and  urged 
tiie  County  Authorities  to  treat    their 
labourers  properly,  and  said  that  if  they 
did  not  take  a  proper  view  of  the  situa- 
iM>n  and  treat  their  labourers  as  they 
anight  to  be  treated,  there  was  a  danger 
^M^  the  force  of  the  agitation  would  be 
^       ~  against  themselves.     For  using 

he  was  brought  up  before 

ites,  charged  with 

lers  of  Westmeath, 


and  those  two  magistrates  sentenced  him  to 
two  months'  imprisonment,  an  imprison- 
ment that  was  confirmed  on  appeal  by  the 
County  Court  Judge — an  individual  who 
had  himself  got  at  variance  with  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  T.  Harrington) 
in  local  politics  in  the  County  of  Kerry.  I 
think  that  is  a  very  unsatisfactory  state 
of  things,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe 
that  a  similar  state  of  things  will  arise 
under  this  Act  unless  precautions  are 
taken.  A  clause  against  intimidation, 
general  in  its  character,  may  be  abused 
by  the  Resident  Magistrates.  Therefore, 
when  the  Government  are  re-enacting  a 
provision  of  this  sort,  we  have  a  right  to 
ask  them  to  insert  some  safeguard  against 
an  improper  use  of  the  section. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
30,  after  "persons,"  insert  ** specified." 
— {Mr,  Maurice  Bealy,) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  word 
*  specified  '  be  there  inserted." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  The  hon.  Member  who  has 
moved  this  Amendment  has  himself 
stated,  in  the  course  of  his  observations, 
what  must  be  in  the  recollection  of  the 
Committee — namely,  that  this  subject 
has  already  been  discussed  at  consider- 
able length.  The  discussion  took  place 
on  one  of  the  Amendments  on  Wednes- 
day, I  think,  on  a  previous  portion  of 
the  clause.  An  Amendment  was  dis- 
cussed on  the  same  basis  as  that  on 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  now  dis- 
cussing this  proposal. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
It  was  not  on  the  same  point. 

Mr.  HOLMES;  Practically  it  was 
the  same  point.  The  very  instances  the 
hon.  Member  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment were  then  quoted. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  But  not  on  the 
same  point. 

Mr.  holmes  :  That  may  be ;  but, 
as  I  say,  the  same  instances  were  used. 
Our  object  in  framing  the  clause  as  it 
stands  is  a  very  simple  one.  If  intimi- 
dation is  charged  against  certain  persons, 
or  against  a  certain  class  of  persons,  it 
may  be  utterly  impossible  to  have  it 
stated  on  the  face  of  the  summons 
what  the  names  of  the  persons  so  inti- 
midated are.  Intimidation  in  Ireland  is 
constantly  being  directed  not  against  a 
particular  individual  who  can  be  named, 
but  against  several  individuals — a  class 
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of  indinduals  residing^  in  a  particular 
place  or  district ;  and  we  conceive  that 
form  of  intimidation  should  be  punished, 
and  therefore  it  would  be  impossible 
to  limit  the  clause  as  suggested.  The 
bon.  Member  refers  to  action  whicb  was 
taken  under  a  previous  Act.  It  would 
be  impossible  for  us  to  check  the 
difficulties  the  hon.  Member  referred 
to,  because  they  are  not  in  our  know- 
ledge ;  but  this  I  do  know — that  under 
the  Act  of  1882  proceedings  were  fre- 
quently taken,  and  taken  with  success, 
against  persons  who  intimidated  a  num- 
ber of  individuals,  none  of  whom  could 
be  named,  or  none  of  whom  it  was  pos- 
sible to  name  at  the  time.  The  Govern- 
ment must  insist  on  retaining  the  clause 
as  it  is  drawn  for  the  reasons  that  we 
urged  when  the  matter  was  discussed 
for  three  hours  on  Wednesday  last.  It 
is  not  necessary  for  me,  neither  do  I  in- 
tend to  reiterate  the  arguments  then  used. 
Mb.  T.  M.  HEALf :  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  has  entirely 
mistaken  the  case  of  the  previous 
Amendment  to  which  he  has  referred ; 
and  I  am  surprised  that,  with  his  legal 
acumen,  he  should  have  attempted  to 
debauch  the  Committee  with  his  legal 
opinion  in  a  sense  contrary  to  the  fact. 
What  was  the  previous  Amendment? 
Why,  that  you  should  compel  the  indi- 
viduals intimidated  to  take  out  the  sum- 
monses themselves.  That  is  a  very 
different  thing  to  the  point  involved  in 
this  Amendment.  It  would  be  a  reflec- 
tion on  the  Chairman  of  Committees  to 
suppose  that  he  would  allow  a  discus- 
sion to  take  place  on  an  Amendment 
identical  with  one  already  disposed  of. 
The  object  of  the  present  Amendment  is 
that  when  you  take  out  a  summons 
against  a  person  for  conspiracy,  the  per- 
son intimidated  shall  not  be  a  person  in 
the  air,  but  a  real  individual.  The 
Amendment  really  proceeds  from  the 
Conservative  side  of  the  House.  The 
Conservative  Party  will  have  a  great 
respect  for  Mr.  Cross,  now  Lord  Cross, 
especially  as  he  is  a  Peer.  What  my 
hon.  Friend  asks  for  was  inserted  in  the 
Act  of  1875,  because  in  that  Act  the 
persons  complaining  of  intimidation 
were  bound  to  nominate,  so  to  speak, 
the  individuals  whose  conduct  they  com- 
plained of.    That  Act  said — 

**  Any  person  who  with  the  view  of  prevent- 
ing any  other  person  from  doing  or  attaining 
from  doing." 

Mr.  Molme9 


llnterruption.l  1  do  not  complain.  I 
rejoice  at  interruptions  which  we  can 
understand,  and  can  deal  with  in  frag- 
ment. If  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  again 
favour  me  with  his  interruption  I  shall 
be  delighted  to  deal  with  him.  But  he 
will  not.  The  section  of  the  Act  I  re- 
ferred to  goes  on  to  say — 

**  Uses  violence  to  or  intimidates  sach  other 
person,  or  his  wife  or  children,** 

thereby  showing  that  these  persons  to 
be  intimidated  must  be  particular  per- 
sons, or  their  wives  or  children.     They 
must  be  intelligible,  individual  persons, 
such  as  John  Smith,  or  W.  H.  Smith, 
or  anyone  else.    That  being  so,  so  long 
as  you  are  able  to  deal  with  them  as  in- 
dividuals of  flesh  and  blood,  it  is  pos- 
sible for    a    defendant    to   rebut    the 
charges.      The    Judges   in    all    these 
actions  pro  and  eon  must  depend,  to  a 
large  extent,  upon  your  proofs ;  but  if 
you  say  you  are  ''intimidated  in  the 
air,"  how  is  it  possible  that  you   can 
rebut  the  charges?     If  I  am  charged 
with  intimidating  a  spirit — I  will  not 
say  the  spirit  of  any  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite — ^but  of  a  person  unknown — I 
cannot  bring  up  that  person  unknown 
to  prove  that  the  charge  is  false,  or  1 
cannot  cross-examine    that    person    in 
proof  of  my  position.      But  if  I   am 
accused  of  intimidating  John  Smith —  I 
will  not  mention  anybody  else,  I  will 
stick  to  John  Smith — I  could  bring  up 
John  Smith,  and  could  show  whether  he 
was  a  person  intimidated  or  not.     That 
is  a  material  point,  and  I  will  put  that 
case  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor 
General,  who  always  attends  intelligently 
to  what  takes  place  in  Committee,  and 
does  not  give  that  perfunctory  attention 
to  what  has    taken  place  which  some 
hon.  Members  upon  that  Bench  do.      If 
you  are  accused  of  intimidating  A  or  IB, 
you  can  bring  up  evidence  to  disprove 
that  accusation ;  out  if  you  are  accused. 
of  intimidating  Julius  Caesar,  or  sonae 
person  who  is  dead,  or  some  person  vrHo 
is  unknown,  how  is  it  possible  for  you. 
to  defend  yourself?    I  maintain  th&t  it 
is  in  that  view  that  this  Amendment 
ought  to  be  pressed.    Suppose  I      ctm 
accused  of  intimidating  a  person     un« 
known,  how  can  I  prove  a  negative  ? 
But  you  look  about  for  certain  clasaee  o£ 
persons,  and  you  say  this  class  of  ii^di« 
viduals  has  been  intimidated.     £ 
produce  one  specimen.    Ton  do  n< 
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of  the  kind ;  and  I  do  put  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee whether  that  is  a  reasonable  and 
a  proper  Code  that  is  to  exist  for  all 
time  ?  I  myself  have  intimidated  people 
in  Bpeeohes  that  I  liave  made  over  and 
over  again,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
I  have  brought  them  in  that  way  into 
courses  which,  are  right.    Lord  Salis- 
l)arj  endeavours  to  intimidate  the  Con- 
servatiTe  Members,  and  successfully,  to 
go  against  that  which  they  believe  to  be 
a  right  and  just  course.     We  say  to  the 
people  of  Ireland,  if  you  grab  land  you 
are  doing  wrong,  and  certain  regrettable 
GODsequences  will  follow.    You  say  that 
is  intimidating  a  person  unknown ;  and, 
being  the  master  of  legions,  you  say  it  is 
wrong,  and  it  shall  be  punished.    I  ask 
you  again  to  re-clothe  yourselves  in  your 
Conservative  mind  as  it  existed  in  Anno 
Domini  1875,  when  you  had  no  Liberal 
TJnionists  with   you,    when  you  were 
purely  Conservative — before,  so  to  speak, 
the  primrose  had  been  crossed  by  the 
orchid.    I  do  ask  in  these  circumstemces, 
if  simply  on  the  ground  of  defence,  that 
you  should  allow  us  to  defend  ourselves. 
I  have  defended  a  good  many  men,  and 
most  of  them  unsuccessfully,   I  must 
confess,  because  most  of  the  juries  have 
been  **  rigged."    It  may  have  been  my 
fault.    I  do  beseech  the  Committee  to 
allow  us  to  have  some  opportunity  of 
defending  ourselves ;  but  if  we  are  to  be 
accused  of  intimidating  persons  who  are 
unknown,  1  say  it  will  be  wholly  impos- 
sible to  have  any  line  of  defence  under 
the  circumstances.   I  therefore  do  hope 
that  the  Government  will  say  that  the 
Conservative  Act  of   1875,  which  was 
^e  intelligence  and  the  wisdom  of  Par- 
fiament  of  that  day,  and  which  is  not 
yet  out  of  date,  shall  guide  them  on  the 
present  occasion.    And  I  do  hope  that 
the  Governoient  will  see  their  way  either 
to  accept  this  Amendment,  or  to  effect 
its  object  in  some  way  more  suitable  to 

themselves.    

Mb.  hunter  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  I 
regret  that  the  Attorney  General  is  not 
here,  as  he  might  infuse  a  little  common 
ienae  into  the  arguments  from  the  other 
nde  of  the  House.  If  the  Attorney 
Oeneral  for  Ireland  had  resisted  the 
addition  of  this  word  on  the  ground 
ihsi  it  was  not  necessary  I  could  have 
imderBtood  him,  though  I  could  hardly 
Agree  with  him  ;  but  when  he  contends 
tOAt  an  intimidation  which  intimidates 
80bodj  is  to   be  a  crime  and  a  mis- 


demeanour punishable  with  six  months' 
imprisonment  with  hard  labour,  it  is,  to 
my  mind,  maintaining  a  very  reductio  ad 
ahsurdum  of  law.  No  one  is  injured.  If 
anyone  is  injured  he  can  be  specified. 
No  one  is  intimidated.  If  anyone  is  in- 
timidated he  can  be  named.  It  is  in- 
timidation in  the  abstract,  and  intimida- 
tion that  intimidates  nobody,  no  human 
being  being  injured.  No  human  being 
being  produced,  that  is  what  you  call 
applying  English  law  to  Ireland.  I 
was  glad  to  hear,  a  few  moments  ago, 
that  the  last  Amendment  was  passed  on 
the  ground  that  English  law  was  not 
strong  enough  for  Ireland,  and  yet  pre- 
viously we  were  told  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  relying  on  the  application  of 
English  law  to  Ireland.  This  is  not 
the  law  of  England  or  of  Ireland,  or  of 
any  rational  country  at  all,  and  I  hope 
hon.  Members  will  go  to  a  Division  on 
the  Amendment. 

Mr.  CLANCY:  I  rise  to  reply  to 
the  remarks  of  the  Irish  Attorney  Ge- 
neral. I  may  say,  as  many  were  not 
here  a  while  ago,  that  some  evidence 
was  given  of  the  working  of  the  Intimi- 
dation Clause  of  the  Act  of  1882.  We 
then  instanced  several  cases  of  a  most 
extraordinary  character,  and  no  answer 
whatever  was  attempted  to  be  given  to 
these  illustrations.  The  illustrations 
which  we  have  given  have  been  taken 
from  the  reports  in  the  public  news- 
papers of  Ireland,  including  the  Tory 
papers  of  Dublin — the  organs  of  Dublin 
Castle.  They  are  perfectly  impartial 
newspaper  reports.  This  collection  of 
cases  has  been  before  the  Irish  public 
for  several  years,  and  so  far  as  I  know 
no  effective  criticism  has  been  directed 
against  their  truth  or  accuracy.  These 
reports  show  that  the  most  preposterous 
use — the  most  extravagant  use — has  been 
made  of  the  Intimidation  Clause  of  the 
Act  of  1882,  persons  being  prosecuted 
who  really  committed  no  offence  at  all ; 
and  now  we  have,  for  the  first  time,  a 
defence  suggested — namely,  that  these 
cases  probably  do  not  exist  at  all.  If 
that  is  the  only  answer  that  can  be  given 
I  am  afraid  it  is  a  very  insufficient  one. 

Mr.  T.  p.  gill  :  I  think  this  is  one 
of  the  most  important  Amendments  that 
has  yet  been  moved.  It  touches  a  very 
vital  principle  in  this  Bill ;  and  that  the 
Government  should  sit  down  so  quietly, 
and  not  merely  refuse  to  accept  the 
Amendment,  but  refuse  to  give  a  reason 
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for  not  accepting  it,  and  say  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
House  should  include  this  Amendment 
in  what  he  considers  trivial  and  not 
worthy  of  attention,  is,  I  think,  a  very 
remarkable  fact,  and  a  very  striking 
illustration  of  the  spirit  in  which  the 
Government  are  regarding  the  attempt 
we  are  making  to  modify  the  severity  of 
this  Bill.  It  is  a  principle  new  to 
English  law  that  a  person  is  to  be 
charged  with  a  specific  offence  when  a 
charge  of  violence  or  intimidation  to- 
wards another  person  is  made,  and  when 
the  person  alleged  to  be  intimidated  or 
to  be  injured  is  not  to  be  named  in  the 
summons.  The  effect  of  the  clause  as  it 
stands,  and  if  unamended,  will  be  that 
persons  and  prisoners  charged  with  in- 
timidation under  this  Act  will  be  abso- 
lutely deprived  of  anything  like  a 
tangible  defence ;  because  if  you  charge 
a  man  with  intimidation,  and  do  not 
mention  the  person  whom  he  is  alleged 
to  have  intimidated,  I  really  do  not  see 
how  a  man  can  defend  himself,  and  the 
framing  of  the  clause  in  this  fashion 
through  the  rejection  of  this  Amend- 
ment, at  any  rate,  simply  means  that 
the  Government  deliberately  undertake 
to  strike  away  from  the  persons  to  be 
charged  with  intimidation  under  this 
Act  their  only  possible  and  proper 
method  of  defence.  I  really  think  that 
this  is  one  of  the  Amendments  which,  if 
this  Bill  is  to  be  anything  like  an  honest 
adherence  to  the  pretensions  that  the 
Government  put  forward  in  support  of 
their  Bill,  should  meet  with  acceptance 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House.  We 
should  like  to  hear  from  any  English 
Law  Officer  who  is  familiar  with  in- 
stances which  are  occurring  every  day 
in  England,  and  whose  mind  is  not  de- 
moralized with  familiarity  with  the 
freedom  with  which  Lrish  magistrates 
and  Judges  and  Law  Officers  deal  with 
the  law  which  they  havo  to  administer 
in  Ireland — I  should  like  to  ask  one  of 
those  Gentlemen  to  get  up  and  either 
persuade  his  Colleagues  on  the  Tory 
Benches  to  accept  the  Amendment,  or 
else  give  us  good  reason  why  he  thinks 
this  very  simple,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
very  important  Amendment  is  to  be 
rejected  without  a  word  of  explanation. 
Mb.  O'HEA  (Donegal,  W.) :  J  quite 
agree  with  the  observations  of  my  hon. 
Friend,  and  I  consider  with  him  that 
this  is  a  very  important  Amendment. 

Jfr.  T.  P.  Gill 


I  would  go  further,  and  would  say  thAt 
it  would  be  more  candid  on  the  part  of 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to  say 
that  they  object  to  the  retention  of  this 
word  "intimidation,"  and  to  be  ready 
to  substitute  for  it  a  more  intelligible 
and  less  drastic  word. 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  speaking  to  an  Amendment  which 
has  been  disposed  of. 

Mb.  EDWARD   HAEEINGTON 
(Kerry,  W.) :  There  is  something  to  be 
said  with  regard  to  the  word  proposed 
to  be  inserted,  which  I  have  had  occa- 
sion to  say  before.  We  have  often  come 
to  turning  points  in  these  debates.  Every- 
one fancies  he  sees  a  turning  point,  and 
I  fancy  I  see  a  turning  point  between 
the  punishment  of  bond  fide  intimidation 
practised  on  individuals,  and  the  con- 
demnation which  may  be  put  by  Eesi- 
dent  Magistrates  on  public  speeches  or 
published  articles    in    newspapers.     I 
do  think  that  this  is  not  too  much  to  ask 
that  persons  should  be  specified,  either 
the  individuals  or  those  classes  that  are 
intimidated.     I  base  my  argument  in 
this  way.     I  think  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  the  Government  to  prove  their 
case,  if  they  do  not   allege  that  some 
person  or  class  of  persons  were  intimi- 
dated.    I  suppose  it  is  only  a  waste  of 
time,  as  usual,  to  try  and  impress  these 
facts  on  the  Government.     To  my  oiind 
the  position  of  the  Government  is  logi- 
cally clear  enough  ;  they  want,  or  alEect 
to  want,  to  punish  in  Ireland,  not  merely 
criminals  by  act,  but  also  criminals  by 
word — that  inconvenient  class  of  persons 
who  may  stand  up  on  public  platforms 
and  denounce  individuals  to  their  pos- 
sible hurt.    I  quite  agree  that  those  wlio 
direct  their  speeches  at  individuals,  eitlier 
to  intimidate  or  threaten  them,  ought  to 
be  punished ;  but,  at  the  same  time,    X 
think  that  the  Government  ought  con* 
sistently  with  that  to    safeguard    thje 
right  of  free  speech  and  the  rifi^ht     of 
free  writing  in  the  public  Press.  Uixloss 
this  Amendment  is  made,  the  Goveix-ii* 
ment,  through  their  underlings  the 
sident  Magistrates,  will  have  the 
to  bring  up  any  newspaper  writex* 
public  speaker — in  fact,  any  man    ^wlio 

may  venture  to  think  aloud  in  Irela.T&d 

and  to  allege  that  he  has  been  guilty  o£ 
intimidation,  while  they  need  not 
the  intimidation. 

Mr.  JOHN  MOELEr    (New 
upon-Tyne)^  I  hope  the  hon.  Meml> 
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Cork  (Mr.  Maurice  Healy)  will  not  sua- 

£:;t  me  of  being  intimidated  by  Lotd 
liabury,  or  of  having  the  least  desire 
todisaent  from  the  view  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber lias  expressed  of  his  sense  of  the 
importance  of  the  insertion  of  the  word 
"apacifjr."  But  I  hold  that  in  the 
rtandwhicb  the  Gtovemment  have,  wisely 
or unvisely,  taken— unwisely,  as  I  think 
— ii  ia  not  profitably  taking  up  the  time 
of  the  Committee  to  dwell  any  further 
upon  this  Amendment.  I  reepectfully 
■oggest  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  he 
should  withdraw  this  proposal. 
Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Ma.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  [Done- 
gal, E.) :  Mr.  Courtney,  I  desire  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Qovernment  and  the  Commit- 
tee the  reasonableness  of  making  a 
ilight  verbal  alteration  in  the  first 
ircmls  of  the  26th  line.  As  the  clause 
*i  present  runs — 

"Any  penoD  who  ihall  wron^ully,  and 
vithoiit  li^^  anthority,  use  TioleDce  or  intimi- 
dslion  to,  or  towardi  aoy  person  or  pacaonB  with 
the  rieir  to  cause  aoy  perBoii  or  penoDB  either 
lo  do,"  4c. 

The  alteration  I  suggest  is  that  instead 
of  the  last  "any"  there  should  be  in- 
•rated  the  word  "  such,"  so  that  it  will 
read  "  with  the  view  to  cause  such  per- 
wnorperaonatodo,"  So.  Itmayappear 
that  that  is  open  to  the  objection  urged 
by  the  right  hon.  Oantleman  the  Chief 
^retary  for  Ireland  some  time  ago  in 
regard  to  another  Amendment — namely, 
that  it  is  restrictive  of  the  clause  as  it  is 
at  present  drafted.  It  is  clear  that  the 
present  wording  of  the  clause  is  open 
to  very  serious  objection.  The  idea  of 
a  maa  intimidating  one  person  with  a 
view  to  cause  another  person  to  do 
wntething  or  other  is  a  little  too  far 
fetched.  I  dare  say  the  Covernment 
»ili  be  prepared  to  adopt  the  Amend- 
iiient ;  if  ao,  I  will  not  dwell  upon  it  at 
uy  length.  But  what  I  want  to  point 
ODt  ia  this — that  at  present,  as  the  clause 
Mands,  you  may  have  A  summoned  for 
iadmidatiD^  B  with  the  view  not  to 
taoaa  B  to  do  a  thing,  but  with  the 
^»  of  causing  G  to  induce  D  to  do  a 
C^iag.  With  a  telescopic  claiiae  of  this 
kind,  it  is  impossible  to  say  what  a  man 
<»ay  not  be  chained  with  in  reference  to 
the  effect  of  hie  action  on  three  or  four 
parties  of  whose  very  existence  he  may 
.nothai 
the  ma 


the  substitution  of  the  word  "such" 
for  "  any." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
26,  omit  the  first  "any,"  and  iiuert 
"such." — {Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  any  '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fok  IEE- 
LAND(Mr.  A.  J.  B.\LFDTJR)(ManoheBtar, 
£.)  :  I  think  the  hon.  Gentleman  [Mr. 
A.  O'Connor)  will  see  we  cannot  accept 
the  Amendment,  if  he  reflects  that  the 
intimidation  directed  against  a  wife  to 
induce  the  husband  not  to  do  that  which 
he  has  a  right  to  do  would  be  by  this 
Amendment  excluded  from  the  purview 
of  this  clauae. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  In  that 
case  action  could  he  taken  under  the 
Bill  against  the  intimidator. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY :  Moreover, 
the  definition  of  the  word  "intimida- 
tion "  would  cover  the  case  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  puts.  The  word  "  inti- 
midation "  includes 

"  any  worda  or  acts  intended  or  calculated  to 

Eutany  person  in  fearof  any  injury  or  danger  to 
imaeU,  or  to  any  member  of  hia  family,  or  to 
any  person  in  hia  employment,  or  in  fear  of  any 
injury  to  or  lou  of  property,  bnaiaeas,  employ- 
ment, or  meana  of  llTing." 

I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour)  ought  really  to  master 
his  own  Bill. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Me.  MAURICE  HEALY :  It  is  rather 
a  hopeless  task  to  move  Amendment 
after  Amendment ;  but  I  do  aek  the  Go- 
vernment to  consider  the  Amendment, 
No.  76.  which  stands  in  the  name  of  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  North 
Donegal  (Mr.  O'Doherty).  I  think  that 
if  they  do  they  will  see  that  the  words 
my  hoQ,  Friend  proposes  to  insert  will 
not  materially  weaken  the  powers  given 
by  this  section.  All  the  Amendment 
proposes  to  do  is,  that  if  the  act  which 
a  party  has  a  legal  right  to  do  is  an  act 
involving  the  violation  of  a  contract  or 
honourable  obligation,  that  then  persons 
shall  have  the  right  of  animadversion. 

Amendment  proposed, 

Id  pa|^  2,  line  27,   after   "  have,"   insert 

"withoQt  violation  of  a  contraot  or  breach  of 

boDoorable  obligation." — (Jfr.  Maurice  Jliaty.) 

words 
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The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Edwabd  Clabkb)  (Plymouth) :  The  pro- 
posed words  are  entirely  unnecessary, 
and  really  throw  doubt  on  the  words  of 
the  clause  as  they  already  stand.' 

Me.  MAURICE  HEALY :  I  do  not 
think  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
can  have  considered  the  Amendment 
carefully.  The  meaning  of  the  Amend- 
ment is  this — that  if  the  act  which  it  is 
sought  to  prevent  by  intimidation  is  of 
such  a  character  that  it  would  itself  in- 
volve a  breach  of  contract  or  breach 
of  honourable  obligation  the  Resident 
Magistrate  is  not  to  have  the  power  of 
giving  six  months'  imprisonment  be- 
cause the  party  who  was  injured  by  the 
breach  of  contract  or  honourable  obliga- 
tion chooses  to  animadvert  upon  the 
breach  of  contract  in  a  manner  which 
the  Resident  Magistrate  chooses  to  con- 
strue into  intimidation.  That  is  the 
effect  of  the  Amendment,  and  I  really  do 
not  think  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Solicitor  General  under- 
stands it. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY:  Mr. 
Courtney,  Amendment,  No.  82,  is  an 
Amendment  which  is  designed  to  pro- 
tect persons  in  Ireland  who  are  simply 
exercising  their  legal  rights.  It  is 
greatly  to  be  apprehended  that  if  the 
clause  passes  in  its  present  shape  Resi- 
dent Magistrates  will  use  it  in  a  very 
improper  manner,  in  order  to  force 
people  to  do  what  there  is  no  obligation 
on  them  to  do,  but  the  omission  of 
which  they  will  construe  into  acts  of  in- 
timidation. It  raises  in  an  indirect  man- 
ner the  question  of  exclusive  dealing,  on 
which  we  have  never  yet  expressly  had 
a  decision  of  the  Committee.  Now,  Sir, 
what  I  say  is  this — that  as  long  as  a  man 
keeps  within  his  legal  rights  no  punish- 
ment ought  to  be  inflicted  upon  him,  no 
matter  what  Resident  Magistrates  may 
think  about  his  action.  If  I,  Sir,  being 
a  shopkeeper,  and  not  being  a  licensed 
victualler  or  anyone  under  a  legal  obli- 
gation to  supply  certain  goods,  exercise 
my  legal  right  and  choose  not  to  sell  my 
goods  to  a  particular  person,  I  ought  to 
be  at  liberty  to  take  that  course.  Again, 
if  I  am  a  buyer  at  a  fair,  and  choose  not 
to  buy  of  some  person  who  has  done 
something  I  dislike,  surely  I  am  only 
exercising  my  legal  right  if  I  do  not 
buy  from  such  a  man,  and  ought  not  to 


be  punished.  The  G  /vernment  pro- 
fesses to  be  anxious  to  prevent  intimida- 
tion. This  is  an  Amendment  to  prevent 
intimidation  by  Resident  Magistrates 
and  other  gentlemen  occupying  official 
positions  in  Ireland.  It  is  an  Amend- 
ment designed  to  preserve  their  leg^l 
riehts  to  that  vast  body  of  the  Queen's 
BUDJects  in  Ireland  who  take  views  upon 
political  matters  which  are,  no  doubt, 
very  offensive  to  Government  officials  in 
Ireland,  but  which,  notwithstanding,  it 
is  perfectly  competent  for  them  to  take. 
These  persons  ought  not  to  be  at  the 
mercy  of  officious  constables  and  Resi- 
dent Magistrates  who  may  choose  to 
construe  very  innocent  acts  as  acts  of 
intimidation.  I  hope  the  Government, 
who  say  there  is  no  freedom  in  Ireland, 
and  that  this  Act  is  brought  in  to 
secure  liberty  for  the  people,  will  accept 
this  Amendment,  which  is  designed  to 
preserve  to  a  large  class  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  in  Ireland  the  enjoyment 
of  their  legal  rights. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  2,  line  34,  after  *'  doing/'  insert — 
''Provided  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  oblige  or  compel  anybody  to  do 
any  act  which  he  has  a  legal  right  to  abstain 
from  doing,  or  to  abstain  from  doing  any  act 
which  he  has  a  legal  right  to  do."  —  ( Jfr. 
Maurice  Mealy.) 

Question  proposed, ''  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  ATTORNEY   GENERAL   fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni. 
versity) :  Mr.  Oourtney,  I  confess  I  have 
di£B.culty  in  understanding  the  meaning^ 
of  the  words  which  are  proposed  by  the 
hon.  Member.  As  far  as  I  can  see,  there 
is  nothing  in  the  Bill  which  does  compel 
anyone  to  do  anything  whatever;   oer- 
tainly  there  is  nothing  to 

*<  compel  anybody  to  do  any  act  which  he 
has  a  legal  right  to  abstain  from  doing,  or  to 
abstain  from  doing  any  act  which  he  Ium  a, 
legal  right  to  do." 

Mr.  OHANCIE  (Kilkenny,  8.) :  I  can- 
not understand  at  all  the  observations  of 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Oentleman 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland.      Th.e 
ground    upon    which  the  Oovemmont 
cannot  condescend  to  accept  the    pro- 
posal of  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Va^urice 
Healy)  is  that  there  is  nothing  in   this 
section  which  compels  anyone  to  do  or 
not  to  do  anything  witlun  his     legal 
rights.  A  few  moments  ago  the  rig^kt  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  referred  to  what 
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took  place  in  1882 ;  but  he  need  not  have 
gone  back  so  far — it  would  have  been 
enough  had  he  remembered  what  took 
place  a  few  days  ago.     I  recollect  dis- 
tinctly that  when  we  were  discussing  the 
l8t  sub* section  of  this  clause  the  case  of 
the  Government  was  that  they  created 
no  crime  whatever  by  the  clause ;  and 
yet,  later  on,  the  Attorney  General  for 
England  (Sir  Eichard  Webster)  moved 
words  limiting  the  clause,  by  declaring 
that  nothing  shall  be  punishable  except 
that  which  is  already  punishable  by  law. 
Under  those  circumstances,  it  must  be 
assumed  that  the  Government  did  intend 
to  alter  the  law.     The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman   (Mr.  Holmes)  had 
difficulty  in  understanding  to  what  this 
Amendment  would  apply.     I  will  give 
him  an  in  stance ;  suppose  you  went  along 
a  road  whistling,  it  would  apply  to  that. 
I  Iriiow  you  have  a  perfect  right  to 
whistle  on  the  road,  yet  we  know  that  a 
boj  of  12  years  was  committed  to  gaol 
for  whistling  at  a  policeman.    I  believe 
his  sentence  was  afterwards  commuted 
on  technical  grounds ;  but,  at  any  rate, 
he  was  convicted  by  a  Besident  Magis- 
trate, or  two  Besident  Magistrates,  of 
the  very  grave  offence  of  whistling  in 
the  public   streets.     This  Amendment 
would  act  as  an  indication  to  the  Besi- 
dent  Magistrates    that,   although    the 
Oovemment  did  intend  to  give  them 
wiormous  powers,  they  did  not  intend 
that  the  powers  should  be  used  for  the 
parpose  of  punishing  people  for  doing 
what  they  are  perfectly  entitled  to  do  at 
present.     This  Amendment  cannot  pos- 
sibly do  any  harm  if  the  Government  are 
anxious  that  the  Act  should  be  properly 
And  fairly  administered. 

Da.  KENNY  (Cork,  8.) :  The  Govern- 
ment  now  seek  to  get  rid  of  an  Amend- 
ment by  saying  they  do  not  understand 
it,  and  they  are  sure  hon.  Members  op- 
posite do  not  understand  it.  That  is  a 
▼ery  easy  form  of  argument  ;  but  I 
^nk  it  has  been  proved  all  through 
these  debates  that  we  do  understand 
vbat  we  are  aiming  at.  Our  object  is 
Qot  to  give  power  to  irresponsible  tri- 
bunals of  such  a  character  aswill  enable 
them  to  plaj  ducks  and  drakes  with 
justice  in  Ireland.  This  Amendment  is, 
in  ottr  opinion,  exceedingly  important, 
^or  it  Mms  at  preventing  a  grossly  im- 
proper use  of  the  powers  g^ven  by  this 
^tise  to  Besident  Magistrates.  Under 
this  clause,  as  it  stands,  there  is  no  doubt 


in  the  world  that  the  tenant  who  refuses 
to  buy  from  his  landlord  at  some  exor^ 
bitant  rate  may  be  brought  up  and 
sentenced  by  the  two  gentlemen  to  whom 
the  power  of  adjudicating  will  be  en- 
trusted; he  may  be  charged  with  in- 
timidation or  exclusive  dealing,  because 
he  has  refused  to  do  something  which 
his  landlord  may  desire  him  to  do.  We 
are  strongly  of  opinion  that  we  ought  to 
press  this  Amendment  to  a  Division; 
and  I  certainly  think  our  constituents 
would  be  very  discontented  if  we  did 
not  divide  upon  this  occa3ion.  I  hope 
the  Government  will  come  to  some  rea- 
sonable understanding  with  us  upon  this 
very  proper  proposal  of  ours. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
It  is  very  refreshing  that  we  can  propose 
Amendments  which  the  Government  do 
not  understand.  We  have  hitherto  been 
met  by  every  form  of  excuse  for  the  non- 
acceptance  of  our  Amendments ;  but  this 
is  the  first  time  we  have  had  the  reason 
assigned  that  the  Government  cannot 
understand  what  we  propose.  We  put 
an  intelligent  form  of  words  on  the 
Paper,  and  the  Government  simply  say, 
"  We  do  not  understand  it."  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) 
the  other  night  said  that  an  Amendment 
did  not  make  the  words  of  the  Act  any 
clearer :  it  seems  that  you  are  reduced  to 
two  replies ;  the  first  is,  that  the  Amend- 
ment does  not  make  the  Act  any  clearer  ; 
and,  secondly,  that  the  Government  do 
not  understand  what  is  proposed.  This 
is  a  very  convenient  way  of  voting  away 
the  liberties  of  a  people  ;  but  I  submit 
that  when  you  are  dealing  with  a 
tribunal  composed  of  Eesident  Magis- 
trates the  Government  ought  readily  to 
accept  Amendments  providing  that  any 
acts  legal  in  themselves  should  not  be 
punishable.  That  is  all  this  Amendment 
provides.  In  the  section  it  is  provided 
that  a  person  who  refuses  to  deal  with 
another  shall  be  penalized.  The  Govern- 
ment have  been  stumping  the  country 
with  the  idea  that  people  have  been  de- 
prived of  the  necessaries  of  life  by 
reason  of  what  they  call  *' exclusive 
dealing ;  "  but,  under  this  Bill,  persons 
will  be  compelled  to  buy  from  people  as 
well  as  to  sell  to  them.  I  presume  that 
this  Amendment  deals  with  that  par- 
ticular direction  of  affairs.  If  a  man  has 
cows  to  sell  he  shall  not  be  able  to  com- 
pel people  to  buy  his  cows.  I  do  think 
that,  under  the  circumstances,  the  Go- 
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vernment  might  provide  a  little  illumi- 
nation to  their  own  minds  by  reading 
the  words  of  the  Amendment.  We  have 
reached  the  most  extraordinary  pass  that 
the  Government  propose  to  get  rid  of 
Amendments  by  reason  of  the  languor, 
or  pretended  languor,  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  who  illustrates  his 
languor  by  his  posture  at  the  present 
moment,  or  by  the  mental  languor  of  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  who  says 
he  will  not  apply  his  mind  to  the  under- 
standing of  our  Amendments.  I  will 
not  refer  to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury, because  he  understands  everything 
that  is  said  and  done  in  this  House  ;  it 
would  be  unfair  to  apply  any  ordinary 
rules  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  But 
I  will  take  as  the  apex  ot  intelligence 
on  legal  points  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson),  and  ask  him 
whether  there  is  anything  in  this  Amend- 
ment which  the  Government  can  really 
object  to?  This  is  a  proposal  that 
nothing  in  this  clause  shall  be  construed 
to  oblige  any  person  to  do  any  act  which 
he  has  a  legal  right  to  abstain  from 
doing.  For  instance,  if  land-grabbers 
can  allege  they  have  been  prevented 
from  selling  their  cows  by  particular 
people,  these  people  will  be  sentenced 
for  refusing  to  buy  the  cows,  because 
the  Besident  Magistrates,  knowing 
nothing  about  the  matter,  will  side  with 
the  land-grabbers.  I  will  recall  to  the 
Englishminda  very  old  maxim,  ''Do  unto 
others  as  you  would  be  done  by. ' '  Would 
Englishmen  propose  to  apply  this  section 
to  themselves  ;  if  this  is  so  good  for  Ire- 
land why  do  you  not  apply  it  to  England ; 
why  do  you  not  provide  that  the  require- 
ments of  this  section  shall  be  applied  to 
your  own  dealings  in  this  country  ? 
You  will  not  do  that.  Something  may 
be  said  in  favour  of  making  it  penal  to 
refuse  to  sell  to  individuals ;  but,  at  any 
rate,  why  should  the  refusal  to  buy  be 
made  a  penal  offence  ?  The  Government 
say  they  desire  nothing  that  they  would 
not  make  the  law  in  England.  If  that 
is  so,  I  should  imagine  that  when  an 
Amendment  is  proposed  providing  that 
no  act  legal  in  itself  shall  be  construed  by 
the  Besident  Magistrates  to  be  illegal  the 
Government  would  have  jumped  at  it,  if 
we  can  conceive  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  indulging 
in  any  such  activity.  The  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  says  he  cannot  under- 
stand the  Amendment.    I  would  like  to 

3fr.  T,  W,  Bealy 


ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle* 
man,  if  he  were  in  Court,  would  it  b^ 
fair  to  meet  an  argument  by  saying  he 
could  not  understand  it  ?   He  must  un- 
derstand the  Amendment ;  he  is  paid  to 
understand  it ;  and  I  submit  that  there 
is  nothing  clearer  to  the  ordinary  mind 
than   to   say   that  if  a  particular  act 
is    legal    in    itself    it    shall    not     be 
rendered  illegal  by  any  construction  of 
law.     To  refuse  to  buy  from  any  indivi- 
dual  is  a  perfectly  legal  proceeding. 
The  Government,  only  a  half -an-hour  ago, 
set  forth  by  adopting  a  system  of  ex- 
clusive dealing.     They  said  that  there 
are  certain  Amendments  they  will  ex- 
clusively deal  with,  and  that  there  are 
other  Amendments  thev  will  not  deal 
with  at  all ;  they  really  mean  to  Boycott 
certain  Amendments,  and  allow  me  to 
say  that  is  what  we  complain  about.    If 
you  say  it  is  fair,  we  say,  from  our  point 
of  view,  our  proceedings  are  equally  fair. 
I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury— who  is  the  chief 
of  the  tribe  of  exclusive  dealers — ^I  ask 
him  to  say  whether  he  does  not  consider 
it  is  a  perfectly  legal  thing  to  refuse  to 
buy  from  persons  of  opposite  politics  ? 
I  am  sure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
say  that  such  a  thing  is  perfectly  legiti- 
mate.  Under  those  circumstances,  I  ask 
the  Government  to  reconsider  their  de- 
cision.    It  is  really  prolonging  debate 
for  the  Government  to  treat  us  as  they 
are  treating  us  at  the  present  time.    Be- 
sides, the  present  system  of  dealing  with 
Amendments  is  not  a  wise  one ;  because 
all  the  Amendments  they  are  now  pass- 
ing by  can  be  put  down  as  new  clauses. 
If  you  treat  our  Amendments  with  con- 
tempt now,  we  shall  simply  be  compelled 
to  bring  them  forward  as  new  clauses 
upon  Beport.     I  trust  the  Gt>vemiaent 
will  see  their  way  to  act  in  a  logical 
manner    in  regard    to  the  reasonable 
Amendments  we  propose. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.)  :  If 
there  is  anything  more  likely  to  occur 
than  another,  it  is  that  a  hunt  in   a  cer- 
tain district  will  be  stopped,  and  there 
is    nothing     more    certain    than     that 
farmers  have  a  perfect  right  to  prevent 
hunting  over  land  in  their  poasession. 
The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  will 
not  deny  that  the  holder  and   occupied 
of  land  has  a  perfect  right  to   preveni 
people  from  hunting  over  his   ground 
Now,  what  occurred  in  the  County  oj 
Waterford  in  December,  1883  ?     Qj^  ^ 
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22nd  of  tbat  month,  S4  tenant  farmers 
and  labourers  were  prosecuted  for  inter- 
fering with  the  niieet  of  the  Ourraghmore 
Hunt.      The  majority  were  respectable 
men,   but  that    did  not  prevent  their 
being  prosecuted.   The  evidence  against 
them  simply  established  the  fact  that 
they  shouted,  but  committed  no  violence, 
or  u»ed  any  threats.    Well,  for  merely 
assembling  together  and  shouting,  some 
of  these  men  were  sentenced  to  a  month's 
imprisonment  with  hard  labour,  others 
were  sentenced  to   14   days'  imprison- 
ment, and  an  application  to  have  the 
imprifionment  increased  to  a  month  for 
the  purpose  of  having  an  appeal,  was 
actually  refused  by  the  Hesident  Magi- 
strates.    On  this  occasion  a  rather  re- 
markable incident  occurred,    and  one 
which    is    extremely    suggestive,    and 
which  shows  what  will  happen  under 
the  administration  of  Acts  like  this.   On 
the  table  were  found  printed  forms  of 
committal  regularly  filled  up  and  only 
awaiting  the  magistrate's  signature,  the 
name  of  the  convicted,  and  the  amount 
of  punishment  awarded.    It  was  quite 
evident  the  forms  were  filled  up  before 
the  conclusion  of  the  case,  and  imme- 
diately after  the  witnesses  for  the  prose- 
cution  had  given    their    evidence.      I 
should  like  to  know  what  answer  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  has  for  a 
ease  like  this;  he  cannot  deny  it  occurred. 
It  he  does  deny  it,  I  refer  him  to  the 
public  newspapers  of  the  time,  December, 
1883;  he  will  find  the  case  reported  in 
the  Tory  Papers  as  well  as  in  the  Na- 
tionalist papers.     If  he  denies  that  this 
ihlng  has  happened,  will  he  deny  that  it 
may  happen  under  the  present  Act,  and 
will  he  deny  that  it  will  be  a  reasonable 
thing  to  prevent  such  a  ease  recurring. 
It  is  perfectly  preposterous  to  imagine 
that  a  farmer  in  Ireland  has  not  a  per- 
fect right  to  prevent  any  landlord  he 
ehooses  from  hunting  over  his  land ;  and 
under  this  Act,  unless  this  Amendment 
is  adopted,   you    will    have  plenty  of 
pro«ecation8  in  Ireland  of  farmers  ob- 
noxions  to  particular  landlords  for  pro- 
venttng  them  hunting.  All  I  can  say  is, 
that  I  do  not  think  it  will  conduce  to  the 
peace  and  good  order  of  Ireland  to  have 
a  clause    like  this,   capable    of  being 
worked  in  such  a  fashion.    If  the  Bill 
of  the  Qovemment  is  to  produce  disorder, 
Iheir  wialiea  will  speedily  be  realized. 

Mb.  JOHN  O'CONNOR  (Tipperary, 
8.):  I  think  that  after* the  speeches  which 
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have  been  addressed  to  the  Committee 
recently,  the  Government-  can  scarcely 
plead  obtuseness  in  regard  to  this 
Amendment.  I  think  its  scope  is  clear ; 
it  is  a  protection  against  an  ill  use  of  the 
clause  as  it  stands.     We  have  had  the 

gossible  manner  in  which  the  clause  can 
e  applied  fairly  illustrated  by  the  case 
of  hunting,  and  I  can  endorse  everything 
said  by  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Clancy)  in 
regard  to  the  manner  in  which  this 
clause  will  be  made  to  apply  in  order  to 
compel  people  to  allow  hunting  io  take 
place  over  their  lands.  Unless  this 
Amendment  be  accepted,  the  Act  will  be 
reduced  to  an  absurdity.  The  police,  in 
the  tyrannous  exercise  of  their  discretion, 
will  commit  such  acts  as  will  reduce  the 
Act  of  Parliament  to  an  absurdity.  The 
police,  I  know,  will  be  tempted  to  compel 
one  labourer  to  speak  to  another.  We 
have  had  the  case  of  a  boy  being  brought 
up  for  whistling  at  a  policeman ;  is  it  not 
possible  to  conceive  the  case  of  a  man 
being  brought  up  for  not  speaking  to 
his  neighbour  ?  The  police  may  compel 
shopkeepers  to  sell  to  people  whom  they 
have  no  desire  to  trade  with ;  they  may 
compel  a  baker  to  sell  his  last  loaf  of 
bread  to  an  obnoxious  individual,  al- 
though that  loaf  may  be  required  for 
his  own  family.  [^Laughter. '^  It  is  quite 
possible  that  these  things  may  be  done 
in  Ireland ;  it  is  a  very  easy  matter  to 
laugh  at  these  things,  but  I  can  assure 
hon.  Members  that  they  are  very  likely 
to  occur.  After  the  illustrations  we  have 
given,  the  Government  ought  to  accept 
the  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  (Elgin  and  Nairn) : 
Mr.  Courtney,  I  beg  to  propose  the 
omission  of  the  word  **  riot,"  in  line  35. 
No  doubt,  hon.  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee understand  by  "  riot "  some  very 
serious  occurrence.  The  ordinary  idea 
is  that  a  riot  means  the  breaking  of 
heads  and  great  danger  to  property; 
but  in  point  of  law  it  is  nothing  of  the 
kind ;  I  will  give  a  simple  illustration. 
If  two  or  three  persons,  one  of  them  be- 
lieving he  has  a  right  to  get  possession 
of  a  farm  from  which  he  has  been 
evicted,  join  together  and  use  violent 
language  or  violent  gestures  and  take 
possession  of  the  farm,  that  in  law  is  a 
riot.  Now,  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland,  I  am  sure,  will  not  contradict 
that.    It  is  most  important  when  we  are 
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dealing  with  an  agrarian  question  about 
which  there  are  a  great  many  disputes, 
that  we  should  not  put  it  in  the  hands 
of  Resident  Magistrates,  as  is  contem- 
plated by  this  sub- section.  If  half-a- 
dozen  people,  as  constantly  happens, 
take  possession  of  a  farm,- 1  do  not  think 
it  ought  to  be  within  the  power  of  a 
Eesident  Magistrate  to  punish  the  people 
by  sentencing  them  to  six  months'  im- 
prisonment with  hard  labour.  I  am 
sure  that  is  never  intended.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  intended  by  the  Go- 
rernment,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  in- 
tended by  the  Committee.  The  Resident 
Magistrates  of  Ireland  ought  not  to  be 
entrusted  with  such  power,  and,  there- 
fore, I  move  this  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
85,  leave  out  **  riot  or."— ( Mr.  Anderson,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
*  riot  or  *  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  object  to  the  Amendment. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
think  that  the  Amendment  is  a  perfectly 
reasonable  one.  The  riots  of  which  the 
Government  complain  are  generally  riots 
which  take  place  at  evictions,  and  a  riot 
taking  place  on  such  an  occasion  would 
be  quite  covered  by  the  1st  sub-section 
dealing  with  a  conspiracy,  or  by  the  sub- 
head of  Sub-section  2  of  the  clause  which 
deals  with  assaults  committed  on  officers 
of  the  law  iu  administration  of  the  law. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  (Bradford, 
Central) :  Mr.  Courtney,  I  now  rise  to 
move  the  omission  of  the  words  **  or  un- 
lawful assembly."  I  think,  no  doubt, 
I  shall  be  met  with  the  usual  stock  argu- 
ment that  these  words  were  included  in 
the  Act  of  1882.  That  was  so ;  but  we 
must  look  at  these  words  in  connection 
with  Clause  7  of  this  Bill,  which  will 
carry  the  matter  infinitely  further  than 
was  ever  contemplated  in  the  Act  of 
1882.  In  the  discussion  on  the  Act  of 
1882  it  was  promised  by  the  then  Go- 
vernment that  that  Act  should  never  be 
put  in  force  for  the  purpose  of  put- 
ting a  stop  to  political  agitation  of  any 
kind,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was 
never  so  used ;  and  I  am  informed  that 
there  never  was  a  prosecution  under  this 
particular  section  to  which  we  are  now 
referring.    In  this  Bill  hon,  Members 
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will  see,  on  referring  to  Clause  7,  that 
it  will  be  possible  for  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant to  proclaim  and  prohibit  at  any 
time  any  association  which  he  believes 
to  be  dangerous,  and  having  so  declared 
the  association  to  be  a  dangerous  one, 
then  any  meeting  of  any  kind  or  as- 
sembly in  connection  with  that  associa- 
tion would  become  an  unlawful  meet- 
ing, and  under  the  clause  now  before 
the  Committee,  it  will  be  possible  for 
any  person  taking  part  in  any  such 
meeting,    or    practically    any    part    in 
the  combination  alluded  to  in  Clause 
7,  will  become  liable  to  be  imprisoned 
with  hard  labour  for  six  months.     That 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  dangerous 
power  to  give  to  Resident  Magistrates. 
You  are  practically  giving  power  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  to  put  an  end  to  every 
kind  of  political  agitation,  or  to   any 
combination  of  an  agrarian  character. 
However,  I  do  not  propose  now  to  enter 
fully  into  a  discussion  of  Clause  7 ;  but  I 
mention  it  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
that  we  must  scrutinize  very  closely  the 
section  now  under  consideration.    What 
I  want  to  understand  from  the  GK)vem- 
ment,  in  the  first  place,  is  what  they  in- 
tend by  the  words, "  unlawful  assembly ;" 
and,    secondly,  what   they    intend   by 
''take  part  in    any  riot    or   unlawful 
assembly."     It  is  quite  true  that  there 
are  certain  dicta  of  the  Judges  which 
would  carry  **  unlawful  assembly"  very 
far,  and,  I  believe,  it  has  been  said  by 
some  people  that  the  mere  assembling 
together  for  an  unlawful  purpose  ia  an 
unlawful  assembly  ;  but,  so  far  as  I  can 
make  out,  that  is  not  the  view  of  the 
best  lawyers  on  the  subject,  and  that 
unlawful  assembly  has  a  much  more,  a 
very  much  more  restricted  sense.       Xa 
the    Criminal  Code    an    unlawful     as* 
sembly  is  defined  as   an    assembly    of 
three  or  more  persons  to  carry  out   any 
common  purpose  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
disturb  the  peace  or  to  provoke  other 
persons  to  disturb  the  peace  tumultu- 
ously.    What  I  wish  to  ascertain  from 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,    or 
from  the  Attorney  General  for  England 
is  that  whether  in  that  restricted  sense 
they  understand  the  words  ''unla'wful 
assembly,"  or  whether  they  understand 
them  in  the  much  vaguer   and    wider 
sense?    What  is  the  meaning^    of    the 
words  "  take  part  in  ?  "  I  have  consulted 
able  lawyers  on  this  question,  and  nxanv 
of  them  beliey©  that  the  wordQ  «« take 
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part  in  "  mean  merely  being  present  at 
an  assembly.  Well,  is  that  the  sense 
in  wbich  the  Government  intend  these 
words  to  be  construed  ?  Do  they  really 
mean  that  persons  merely  being  present 
at  suoh  meetings  will  be  liable  to  be  im- 

griaoned    for    six    months    with    hard 
iboor  ?  On  this  point  there  have  been 
Tarious    decisions    given    in  the    Law 
Ooorts,  and  although  I  do  not  find  that 
any  person  has  ever  been  indicted  for 
taking  part  in  an  unlawful  assembly — 
the  indictments  generally  run  for  tumul- 
tuous and  unlawful  assembly,  which  is  a 
very  different  thing.    A  very  important 
case  arose  out  of  the  Gravesend  election 
in  1869,  and  in  that  case  it  was   laid 
down  that  any  persons  who  were  pre- 
sent at  a  tumultuous  and  riotous  meet- 
ing, but  did  not  actually  take  part  in  the 
riot,   although  they  were  immediately 
concerned  with  persons  who  did  take 
part  in  it,  were  not  guilty  of  any  offence. 
The  Court  even  held  that  the  person 
who  actually   employed  a   number  of 
persons  who  took  part  in  the  riot,  was 
not  guilty  of  any  offence.     Do  the  Go- 
yerment  mean  to  convey  that  persons 
present  at  a  meeting  are  to  be  liable  to 
be  indicted  ?  These  words  are  apparently 
unknown  to  the  law  at  present,  certainly 
they  have  never  been  included  in  any 
indictment.     At  present,  I  do  not  wish 
to  do  more  than  raise  the  question  as  to 
what  is  the  real  meaning  of  these  words. 
As  they  stand,  they  are  words  of  the 
very  vaguest  description,  and  are  not 
BQch  as  can  safely  be  interpreted  by  that 
very  ignorant  class  of  persons — namely, 
the  Heaident  Magistrates.    At  present, 
tliere  is  always  the  protection  of  a  jury 
and  the  higher  Judges  of  the  land  in 
such  cases,  whereas,  now,  what  is  pro- 
posed is  to  relegate  these  cases  to  in- 
ferior Oonrts.  I  beg  to  move  the  omission 
of  the  words. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  lines 
35  and  86,  leave  out,  ''  unlawful  as- 
aembly." — {ifr,  Shaw Zefevre,) 

Qaeetion  proposed,  ''That  the  words 
'  unlawful  assembly '  stand  part  of  the 
dauae.'* 

The  chief  SECRETARY  por  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balpotjb)  (Mau- 
oheater,  XI.) :  I  may  reassure  the  right 
him.  Gentleman,  with  regard  to  the  first 
part  of  his  remarks,  by  reminding  him 
of  a  fact  he  will  not  dispute — namely, 


that  he  himself  voted  for  a  precisely 
similar  clause  in  1882.  I  cannot  agree 
that  this  is  not  a  legitimate  argument  to 
use;  however,  I  will  not  refer  to  the 
action  of  previous  Parliaments,  but  will 
deal  with  this  sub-section  on  its  merits. 
I  would  remind  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man of  a  fact  with  which,  I  think,  he 
can  hardly  be  acquainted,  though  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  has  just 
alluded  to  it — namely,  that  last  Wednes- 
day the  Committee  decided  to  extend 
this  particular  sub- section,  not  merely 
to  proclaimed  districts,  but  to  unpro- 
claimed  districts.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Oork  told  us  just  now  that  he  did  not  at  all 
believe  that  the  section  was  good,  but  that 
if  it  were  adopted  it  should  be  adopted 
impartially.  If  the  thing  is  bad  in  itself 
it  ought  to  be  restricted  to  the  narrowest 
possible  limits.  If  the  Committee  de- 
cided that  it  should  be  extended  to  the 
whole  of  Ireland,  whether  the  whole  of 
Ireland  was  proclaimed  or  not,  I  take 
it  it  was  the  fact  that  the  whole  of  the 
Committee  were  of  opinion  that  the  pro- 
vision is  in  itself  a  good  one.  What  we 
know  of  recent  Irish  history  is  ample 
ground  for  thinking  that  that  opinion  is 
correct.  Why  do  hon.  Gentlemen  below 
the  Gangway  desire  the  provision  to  be 
extended  to  the  whole  of  Ireland  ?  The 
reason  probably  is  that  they  think  the 
Government  would  not  proclaim  Ulster, 
where  there  are  likely  to  be  unlawful 
meetings  which  should  be  dealt  with 
summarily. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY:  No;  riots. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Member  included  the  whole  of  the  sec- 
tion. The  argument  was  that  there 
might  be  unlawful  assemblies,  and  that 
these  should  be  dealt  with  summarily. 
Undoubtedly,  what  we  know  of  judicial 
proceedings  in  Ireland  confirms  that 
view.  What  was  it  that  constantly 
happened  at  the  trials  which  were  held 
after  the  Belfast  riots  ?  Why,  it  hap- 
pened that  the  Judge  frequently  in- 
structed the  jury  that  those  who  were 
brought  up  fi>r  trial  were  not  guilty  of 
riot,  but  were  guilty  of  taking  part  in 
an  unlawful  assembly ;  and  it  was  on 
that  instruction  from  the  Judge  that  the 
jury  found  them  guilty.  If  that  course 
had  not  been  adopted  by  the  Judge 
these  people  could  not  have  been  found 
guilty  01  unlawful  assembly.  They 
coula  have  been  found  guilty  of  riot; 
but  they  would  not  have  been  open  to 
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summary  jurisdiotion.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  says  that  m  these 
cases  accused  persons  ought  to  have  the 
protection  of  a  jury.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  cannot  be  aware  that  a  Boyal 
Commission  sat  on  the  Belfast  riots  and 
reported  on  this  very  question ;  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  Beport  of  that  Eoyal 
Commission,  one  oi  the  things  recom- 
mended for  the  prevention  of  these  riots 
— which  are  a  disgrace  to  Ireland,  and 
I  here  speak  of  Ireland  as  a  whole — was 
the  adoption  of  a  summary  mode  of 
dealing  with  the  offenders.  If  the 
Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  carried  it  would  be  impossible  to 
punish  rioters  in  the  North  of  Ireland 
by  summary  conviction.  I  have  not 
rested  my  case  on  the  precedent  of  the 
Act  of  1882,  but  I  have  rested  myself  on 
facts  which  are  notorious.  I  have  sho  wn 
the  Committee  that  the  Eeport  of  the 
Hoyal  Commission  appointed  to  inquire 
into  this  question  of  rioting  in  the  North 
of  Ireland  conclusively  proves  that  if 
this  Amendment  is  carried  a  blow  will 
be  struck  against  public  peace  and  order 
in  that  part  of  the  country ;  and  for  this 
reason,  if  for  no  other,  I  would  ask  the 
Committee  to  reject  the  Amendment. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  asked 
one  or  two  questions  upon  legal  points 
which  I  think  he  ought  not  to  have 
asked.  He  asked  what  taking  part  in 
an  assembly  was  ?  I  would  reply  to  his 
question  that  taking  part  in  an  assembly 
is  a  question  of  fact,  and  means,  not 
being  present  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
such  an  assembly,  but  taking  part  in  it 
and  voting  at  it.  But  I  am  not  capable 
of  entering  into  legal  discussions  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  upon  imagi- 
nary cases.  Taking  part  in  an  assembly, 
I  say,  is  a  question  of  fact  which  has 
consequently  to  be  decided  by  the  tri- 
bunals of  the  country,  and  the  tribunals 
which  exist  in  Ireland  are  perfectly  com- 
petent to  determine  such  cases.  The 
reasons  I  have  given,  drawn  entirely 
from  the  North  of  Ireland,  are  quite 
sufficient,  I  think,  to  convince  the  Com- 
mittee that  whatsoever  else  we  do,  we 
should  seriously  weaken  the  strength  of 
the  clause  if  we  were  to  accept  this 
Amendment. 

Mb.  JAMES  STUAET  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton) :  I  would  press  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  answer  this  question  as 
to  what  the  meaning  of  taking  part  in  an 
assembly  is  ?    Does  it  mean  simply  vot- 
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ing  at  a  meeting  ?  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman himself  has  drawn  a  distinction 
between  taking  part  in  a  meeting  and 
taking  an  *'  active  "  part  in  one. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  I  have  done 
nothing  of  the  kind.  I  have  drawn  no 
distinction ;  but  have  said  that  taking 
part  in  an  unlawful  assembly  means 
taking  an  active  part. 

Me.  JAMES  STUART:  Then  I  ask 
what  taking  an  active  part  in  a\neeting 
is  ?  This  is  an  important  question,  ana 
I  desire  to  know  who  are  to  be  held  the 
persons  taking  an  active  part  in  an  un- 
lawful assembly — ^is  it  those  who  are  pre- 
sent at  the  meeting;  is  it  those  who 
summon  the  meeting ;  or  those  who  vote 
at  the  meeting  ?  Does  it  include  these  ? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  it 
does  not  mean  those  who  are  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  meeting  and  are 
not  taking  part  in  it. 

Mr.  COLERIDGE  (Sheffield,  Atter- 
cliffe) :  I  observe  there  is  another  ques- 
tion which  has  been  asked  and  has  not 
yet  been  answered  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land. It  is  a  most  important  question, 
and  it  is  whether  or  not  the  Government 
intend  to  limit  by  this  Act  the  definition 
of  *'  unlawful  assembly  ? "  ["  No, 
No !  *']  If  they  do  not,  I  presume  the 
**  unlawful  assembly  "  which  is  intended 
to  be  meant  by  this  Act  is  unlawful 
assembly  as  known  to  Common  Law  in 
England,  and  not  as  known  or  as  defined 
by  this  Act,  or  as  known  under  the  head- 
ing of  an  assembly  of  a  dangerous  asso- 
ciation. I  think  the  Committee  can 
hardly  be  aware  of  the  extremely  vague 
terms  in  which  "  unlawful  assembly " 
under  the  Common  Law  of  England  has 
been  described.  I  will  simply  quote  one 
case  to  show  how  enormously  wide  the 
description  of  *'  unlawful  assembly,"  as 
it  has  been  laid  down,  is.  I  will  mention 
the  well-known  ease  of  the  Peterloo 
massacre,  where  the  Judge  laid  down 
and  defined  the  law  as  to  unlawful 
assemblies  in  these  words — 

**  All  persons  assembled  to  sow  sedition  and 
bringing  into  contempt  the  Constitution  are  in. 
an  unlawful  assembly.  All  persons  assembled 
in  furtheranoe  of  this  object  are  unlawfully 
assembled.'* 

I  may  mention,  also,  the  fact  that  per- 
sons have  been  convicted  under  indiot- 
ments  in  this  country  framed  in  the  fol- 
lowing language :  — 
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'*  For  unlawfully,  maliciously,  and  seditiously 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  discontent 
and  di^ffection,  and  inciting  the  subjects  of  the 
Queon  to  hatred  and  contempt  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  Constitution  of  this  Healm  as  by  law 
established." 

\^MinUUrial  cheers.']  Hon.  Gentlemen 
cheer  that  language ;  but  I  saj  that  the 
only  thing  that  has  prevented  that  law 
from  being  grossly  abused  in  this  country 
has  been  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  and 
if  this  law  is  to  be  laid  down  as  applic- 
able to  Ireland,  and  if  Besident  Magis- 
trates are  to  administer  the  law  as  laid 
down  in  those  terms,  I  should  like  to 
ask  whether  there  is  a  Besident  Magis- 
trate in  Ireland  who  will  not  consider 
every  political  meeting  of  every  sort  or 
kind  in  Ireland  an  ^*  unlawful  assembly  ?" 
Mr.  EDWABD  HABBINGTON 
(Kerry,  W.) :  I  think  I  can  describe  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  what  is  meant 
by  taking  an  active  part  in  a  meeting. 
He  first  attempted  to  draw  a  distinction 
between  taking  a  part  and  taking  an 
"active"  part.  I  think  I  heard  him 
ask  whether  the  reporters  who  come  to 
attend  a  meeting  or  an  unlawful  assem- 
bly would  be  considered  by  the  Besident 
Magistrate  as  taking  part  in  that  un- 
lawful assembly  and  would  come  under 
that  Act  ?  Would  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  do  me  the  favour  to  say 
whether  those  people  would  come  under 
the  Act  or  not  r  He  is  silent ;  but  the 
liesident  Magistrates — I  am  speaking 
from  their  recorded  action-- are  not 
sileiit  upon  the  point.  We  have  a  case 
where  two  reporters  were  sent  to  prison 
for  four  months  for  attending  a  meeting 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  their  duty,  just 
aa  a  French  journalist  or  English  journal- 
ist might  be  sent  to  prison  at  any  moment 
for  doing  so. 

MB.DILLON(Mayo,E.):  Ishouldlike 
to  aek  upon  what  kind  of  evidence  is  a 
pereon  to  be  convicted  ?  As  I  have  always 
understood  the  law  in  this  country,  or  the 
practice  of  this  country,  people  are  ex- 
ceedingly jealous  of  any  punishment  on 
taking  part  in  meetings;  and  above  all 
things  it  is  required  that  there   should 
be  the  fullest  proof  that  a  meeting  did 
take  place,  and  that  the  people  refused 
to  dispeno  when  called  upon  to  do  so, 
and  that  there  was  violence  exercised. 
X  hAve  had  a  wide  experience  in  these 
xnAtters,  and  in  many  instances  I  have 
attended  the  places  where  the  meetings 
proclaimed  and  forbidden  to  be 
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held,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
mere  fact  of  my  presence  at  those  places, 
in  numberless  instances,  would  have 
been  held  by  the  police  to  constitute  in 
the  case  of  the  people  gathered  there 
taking  active  part  in  an  unlawful  as- 
sembly. In  Bosslea,  for  instance,  no 
meeting  took  place,  and  there  was  not 
the  slightest  intention  to  hold  any  meet- 
ing. The  police,  however,  and  the  Go- 
vernment reporter  stated  that  a  meeting 
did  take  place,  and  the  police  dispersed 
some  people  in  the  streets.  Though  I 
say  no  meeting  was  held,  and  though  it 
was  not  proposed  to  hold  a  public  meet- 
ing, nevertheless,  the  police  charged  the 
people  and  scattered  them,  and  there 
cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt  that  if 
this  section  of  this  Bill  had  been  in  force 
at  that  time,  the  people  in  the  streets  of 
Bosslea  would  have  been  liable  to  be 
brought  up  and  convicted  for  taking 
part  in  an  *'  unlawful  assembly  "  on  the 
evidence  of  the  very  policeman  who  appre- 
hended and  batoned  them  in  the  streets. 
If  I  had  been  examined  under  such 
circumstances  my  oath  would  have  been 
to  the  effect  that  no  meeting  took  place; 
but  that  would  not  have  availed  any- 
thing, because  the  people  had  gathere  d 
into  the  town,  and  the  magistrates  would 
have  held  that  an  ^*  unlawful  assembly  " 
had  taken  place,  and  every  one  of  those 
thousands  of  people  would  have  been 
liable  to  imprisonment  under  this  clause. 
A  practice  of  the  most  scandalous  and 
mischievous  character  as  to  meetings  of 
this  kind  exists  in  Ireland.  What  was 
done  in  this  case  ?  Why  a  Proclamation 
was  issued  on  Uie  Saturday  subsequent 
to  the  publication  of  the  Saturday  news- 
papers, prohibiting  the  meeting  which 
it  had  been  announced  10  days  before 
was  to  be  held.  Under  those  circum- 
staoces,  how  was  it  possible  that  people 
could  be  prevented  from  attending? 
That  kind  of  thing  has  been  done  for 
40  years.  In  the  days  of  the  Olontraf 
meeting,  the  same  thing  was  done,  and 
unquestionably  with  the  deliberate  in- 
tent of  producing  bloodshed.  A  meet- 
ing was  proclaimed  on  Saturday,  and 
messengers  had  to  be  on  the  road  all 
Saturday  night  in  order  to  do  what  they 
oould  to  prevent  people  from  attending. 
What  I  have  described  is  the  usual 
practice  in  Ireland ;  for  no  matter  what 
notice  the  Executive  geta  of  the  meeting, 
they  generally  proclaim  it  on  a  Satur- 
day morning  too  late  for  the  newspapers, 
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and  consequently  the  people  do  not  know 
of  it.  It  is  a  faot,  then,  that  even  where 
really  and  truly  an  assembly  which 
could  not  be  described  as  a  meeting  has 
taken  place,  parties  may  be  charged  with 
having  taken  part  in  an  unlawful  as- 
sembly when  they  are  seen  walking 
about  the  town  in  which  a  meeting  has 
been  proclaimed;  and  that  may  be 
tried  by  the  magistrates,  who,  probably, 
may  haye  been  the  very  persons  who  in- 
structed the  police  to  charge  the  people. 
Mb.  a.  OOHEN  (Southwark,  W.) :  I 
would  remind  the  Oommittee  that  during 
the  discussion  on  the  Crimes  Prevention 
Act  myZright  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Perby  (Sir  William  Harcourt)  was 
asked  what  meaning  he  gave  to  '*  un- 
lawful assembly,"  and  he  said  that  an 
unlawful  assembly,  in  point  of  fact,  was 
*'  an  inchoate  riot  —  a  meeting  called 
together  with  the  intention  of  using 
force.  That  was  an  ordinary  question 
which  the  magistrate  was  bound  to 
decide."  I  agree  with  that  opinion; 
and  I  am  only  supporting  the  Amend- 
ment because  I  want  the  Government  to 
state  what  they  mean  by  the  words 
^'  unlawful  assembly."  When  a  magis- 
trate has  the  power  of  summary  con- 
viction for  an  offence,  the  offence  ought 
to  be  clearly  establidied  by  Statute,  or 
ought  to  be  so  defined  that  it  will  be 
clearly  known  to  the  law.  I  submit  that 
these  words  "  unlawful  assembly  "  have 
not  a  legal  meaning  which  is  perfectly 
clear  and  defined;  and  if  Her  Majesty's 
Gbvemment  will  place  in  the  Definition 
Clause  a  definition  of  '<  unlawful  as- 
sembly "  similar  to  that  contained  in  the 
Draft  Code  proposed  by  the  late  Sir 
John  Holker,  who  was  Attorney  Oeneral 
in  one  of  the  late  Conservative  Govern- 
ments, I,  for  my  part,  will  not  oppose 
any  word  in  this  clause.  I  am,  how- 
ever, opposed  to  these  words  '*  unlawful 
assembly,"  because  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment have  not  condescended  to  tell 
us  distinctly  what  they  mean  by  them. 
Every  lawyer  will  agree  with  me  that 
when  **  unlawful  assembly "  has  been 
described  as  an  inchoate  riot  by  such  an 
authoritv  it  is  necessary  that  some  limi- 
tation should  be  observed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  those  who  may  be  in  the 
locality.  Some  of  Her  Majesty's  Judges, 
in  connection  with  riots,  have  pronounced 
dicta  which  extend  the  meaning  of 
**  unlawful  assembly."  It  is  quite  true 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Genfleman 
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the  Attorney  General  described  those 
dicta  as  fossil  dicta  the  other  day ;  but 
it  must  be  remembered  that  dicta  of  this 
kind  are  respected  in  every  judicial 
Court  and  cited.  But  in  face  of  these 
dicta  it  really  cannot  be  said  that  there 
is  a  definite  and  dearly-ascertained 
meaning  to  be  given  to  the  words  "un- 
lawful assembly."  Now,  what  objec- 
tion can  there  be  on  the  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  giving  these 
words  the  same  definition  wnioh  is  con- 
tained in  the  Draft  Code  that  I  have  re- 
ferred to?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  says — 
"  See  what  the  consequences  will  be." 
Well,  I  cannot  follow  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  at  all.  He  spoke  about  the 
Belfast  riotsJ  Why,  if  the  definition  given 
in  the  Draft  Code  had  been  adopted, 
undoubtedly  those    persons  who   took 

Eart  in  the  Belfast  riots  would  have 
een  found  guilty  of  taking  part  in  an 
"unlawful  assembly."    If   the  defini- 
tion I  suggest  were  adopted  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  all  persons  found 
guilty  under  such  circumstances  would 
be  found  guilty  in  accordance  with  the 
definition  contiuned  in  the  Draft  Code. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
desires  to  keep  the  law  as  vague  and 
obscure  as  possible,  in  order  to  enable 
the  Besident  Magistrates  to  imprison 
whom  they  please,  it  is  well  for  them 
not  to  adopt  any  definition ;  but  I  cannot 
conceive  that,  for  a  moment,  to  be  the 
intention  of  the  Government.    It  would 
be  undignified,  and  would  be  discredit- 
able to  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature, 
and  to  the  ability  and  intelligence  of  the 
Government  as  statesmen.    I,  therefore, 
appeal  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
say  whether  it  is  our  duty,  or  whether  it 
is  not  our  duty,  to  give  the  Besident 
Magistrates  a  clear  idea  of  the  offenoea 
with  which  they  have  to  deal.    I£  it  is 
true  that  there  is  some  obscurity  as  to 
the  meaning  of  the  words  ''unlcLDrful 
assembly,"  ought  we  not  to  clear  that 
obscurity  away  and  give  a  proper  dofini- 
tion  ?    The  only  thing  I  ask  Ker   M!a« 
jesty's  Government  to  do  is  to    put  in 
the  Definition  Clause  some  definitioix  of 
those  words,  and  then  I  think  tlxox^  can 
be  no  objection  to  the  clause.     It  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  our  duty  to  object  to  these 
words  until  we  know  for  certaixi    that 
there  will  be  some  clear  definitioix  crivefi 
to  them.    I  do  not  know  whethe^  th 
right  hon.  Gtentleman  opposite    ado^^ 
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the  definition  that  was  given  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Derby,  when  he  was  conducting  a  similar 
measure  through  this  House.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  adopts  that  defini- 
tion, then  let  it  be  put  in  the  Definition 
Clause.  If  he  does  not  adopt  it,  then 
really  he  ought  to  tell  us  what  meaning 
the  Government  attach  to  these  words. 
The  only  object  I  have  in  view  is,  if 
possible,  to  take  care  that  the  ofifenoes 
contained  in  this  clause  are  clearly  de- 
fined, so  that  the  Eesident  Magistrates 
may  know  over  what  ofiences  they  have 
jurisdiction,  and  so  that  innocent  per- 
sons may  not  be  kept  in  gaol  for  long 

periods.  

The    ATTOBNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down  seemed  to 
me,   during  a  portion  of  his  observa- 
tions, to  have  forgotten  that  the  Amend- 
ment moved  and  supported  by  the  right 
hon.Gkntleman  opposite  isan  Amendment 
to  omit  the  words  ''unlawful  assembly." 
Now,  we  decline  to  accede  to  this  Amend- 
ment, because  we  believe  that  it  would 
materially  injure  the  clause  to  omit  these 
words.    What  is  an  unlawful  assembly  ? 
A  great  deal  has  been  stated  about  words 
of  art,  but,  so  far  as  I  understand  words 
of  arty  they  are  to  be  found  in  the  words 
*•  unlawful  assembly."  These  words  are 
to  be  found  again  and  again  in  Statutes, 
and  in  none  of  these  Statutes  is  there  a 
definition  of  the  words.    I  am  asked 
what,  then,  is  the  meaning  of  them? 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  has  stated  what  was 
said  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby  (Sir  William  Har- 
oourt)  when  a  similar  question  was  put 
to  him  in  1882.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man replied  that  the  words  meant  '*  an 
iaohoate  riot."      I   think    that,   in    a 
short  apace,  we  could  not  have  a  better 
definition  than  that.   But  the  right  hon. 
GFentleman  used  one  word  or  two  after- 
wards  which  did  not  very  well    har- 
monize with  our  view  of  the  law ;  but, 
at  any  rate,  those  words  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  has  quoted  we 
a^ree  with.     But  why  did  not  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman — for  he  was  a 
Member  of  the  House  at  the  time — get 
np  and  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
define  the  words  *' unlawful  assembly" 
in  his  Bill  ?    There  is  no  such  definition 
in  the   Act  of    1882.     The  hon.  and 


learned  Gentleman  did  not  make  that 
speech  then,  because  he  was  at  that 
time  supporting  the  Government.  He 
takes  a  different  attitude  now,  because 
he  is  in  opposition.  The  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  England  may  consider  the  adop- 
tion of  some  definition ;  but,  whether  ne 
takes  one  view  or  another,  the  words 
"  unlawful  assembly  "  are  perfectly  in- 
telligible to  every  lawyer  in  every 
Assize  town  in  Ireland.  The  expression 
'' unlawful  assembly"  is  a  term  of  art. 
It  has  never  been  suggested  that  every 
collection  of  people  in  a  town  is  an  ''un- 
lawful assembly.^'  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  speaks  as  though  '^  unlawful 
assembly"  is  an  interchangeable  term 
with  *^  public  meeting ; "  but  that  is  not 
so.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site says  that  this  particular  provision 
in  the  Act  of  1 882  was  never  put  in  force. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEPEVRE :  I  said  no 
summary  conviction  had  taken  place 
under  it. 

Mb.  HOLMES:  There  were  sum- 
mary convictions  obtained,  both  for 
riots  and  unlawful  assemblies ;  but  they 
were  unlawful  assemblies  in  the  ordi- 
nary way.  As  I  have  already  said, 
those  words  were  a  term  of  art.  We 
can  no  more  attempt  to  define  ''  lawful 
assembly "  than  we  can  attempt  to  de- 
fine **  riot."  We  adopt  the  term  in  its 
usual  sense,  and  in  no  other  way.  We 
ask  the  Committee  to  adhere  to  the 
words  which  appear  to  us  to  be  most  im- 
portant to  the  North,  the  South,  and,  in 
fact,  to  every  other  part  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  of  course, 
has  to  defend  the  Bill ;  and  in  this  case, 
he  objects  to  the  Amendment  because, 
as  he  says,  the  words  "unlawful  as« 
sembly  "  are  a  term  of  art,  and  he  very 
wisely  adds,  have  a  definite  meaning  in 
English  Law.  He  went  on  to  give  us 
the  definite  meaning  that  those  words 
have  in  English  Law.  He  told  us  that 
they  meant ' '  an  inchoate  riot,"  or  a  meet* 
ing  called  for  the  purpose  of  riot,  and 
that  he  acquiesced  in  that  opinion.  He 
objected,  then,  to  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
this  side  of  the  House  arguing  the  ques- 
tion as  "  if  unlawful  assembly  were  a 
term  interchangeable  with  public  meet- 
ing." Now,  allow  me  to  refer  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  the  terms 
of  his  own  Bill.  Let  me  remind  him  that, 
under  Qause  6,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 

ITwelfih  Night.'] 
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Ireland,  if  he  deems  it  to  be  true  that 
dangerous  associations  exist  in  any  pni*t 
of  Ireland,  may  issue  a  Proclamation 
merely  stating  the  fact,  and  putting 
certain  clauses  in  force,  and  then  under 
the  next  clause  of  the  Bill,  ho  is  able  to 
use  proclamations  to  show  what  he  con- 
siders to  be  an  unlawful  association. 
Having  begun  upon  that  foundation  he 
may  declare  any  association  to  be  a 
dangerous  association,  and — 

**  From  and  after  the  date  of  such  order,  and 
daring  the  continuance  thereof,  every  assembly 
or  meeting  of  such  association,  or  of  the  mem- 
bers of  it  as  such  members  in  the  specified  dis* 
trict  shall  be  an  unlawful  assembly." 

Now,  Sir,  I  would  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  this  fact — that  the 
only  Proclamation  that  will  come  before 
Parliament  is  a  blind  one,  stating  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  an  unlawful  association  exists, 
and  under  the  next  clause  he  would 
have  perfect  power,  without  any  control 
being  exercised  by  this  House,  to  put 
in  force  the  Act  against  every  meeting 
of  such  unlawful  association  as  an  un- 
lawful assembly.  Well,  Sir,  in  the  face 
of  that,  is  it  possible  to  say  that  in  this 
Act  the  term  "unlawful  assembly" 
means  a  meeting  called  for  the  purpose 
of  riot  ?  The  very  moment  the  Procla- 
mation is  issued  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
and  before  any  meetings  are  called, 
whatever  meetings  may  in  the  future 
be  held,  are  already  declared  unlawful. 
Is  it  possible  to  argue  that  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  by  some  extraordinary  pre- 
science, will  know  a  week  before  a 
meeting  takes  place  that  that  meeting 
will  be  an  inchoate  riot  ?  I  ask,  is  it 
possible  that  the  Committee  will  allow 
such  an  enormous  change  to  be  intro- 
duced into  the  law  ?  Up  to  the  present 
we  have  had  a  clear  and  distinct  defini- 
tion of  unlawful  assembly  in  England. 
You  are  giving  very  great  despotic 
power,  and,  therefore,  I  trust  the  Uom- 
mittee  will  pause  before  they  allow  such 
a  definition  of  unlawful  assembly  to 
pass. 

Mb.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  I 
desire  to  correct  a  statement  which  was 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Shaw  liefevre)  who  introduced  this 
Amendment.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  there  were  no  prosecutions  for 
political  meetings  under  the  Crimes  Act 
of  1882.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  were 
several  prosecutions   under  the  Act  of 

Mr,  Chance 


1882,  not  merely  for  riotp,  but  for  un- 
lawful meetings,  and  it  is  very  curious 
that  one  of  the  prosecutions  was  against 
two  gentlemen  of  the  Press  who  had 
gone  to  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of 
reporting  the  proceedings.  A  Resident 
Magistrate  named  Mr.  Perry,  a  gentle- 
man who  is  still  in  the  Commission  of 
the  Peace,  ordered  the  representatives 
of  the  Press  off  the  ground  where  the 
meeting  was  to  be  held.  They  protested 
against  the  order,  saying  that  they  were 
present  in  the  performance  of  a  duty  to 
the  public,  and  that,  in  the  interest  of 
the  public  and  of  the  people  present, 
they  had  a  right  to  be  there.  The  two 
reporters  were  summoned  and  convicted 
for  being  present  on  the  occasion. 
Curiously  enough,  the  Presiding  Magis- 
trate on  that  occasion  is  one  of  the  very 
gentlemen  who  will  have  the  carrying 
out  of  the  present  Act.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  instanced  the 
case  of  the  Belfast  riots ;  but  the  ease 
of  those  riots  do  not  bear  out  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  argument.  He  inti- 
mated that  unless  the  Belfast  rioters 
could  not  have  been  tried  on  a  charge 
of  unlawful  assembly,  they  could  not 
have  been  convicted.  But  this  section 
is  not  only  to  bring  people  guilty 
of  unlawful  assembly  to  justice,  but 
it  is,  also,  to  transfer  the  trial  of 
such  persons  from  juries  to  Resident 
Magistrates.  Now,  in  the  case  of  the 
Belfast  riots,  it  is  well  known  —  it 
was  said  by  the  Chief  Secretary  him* 
self — that  justice  was  obtained,  for  the 

i'ury  convicted  every  one  of  the  rioters. 
t  seems  to  me  that  that  is  an  argument 
in  favour  of  the  Amendment,  and  not 
against  it.    An  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Anderson)  who  spoke  from 
these  Benches  a  while  ago,  expressed  a 
doubt  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  Go- 
vernment; he  said  he  did  not  believe 
the  Government  intended  to  give  power 
to  Hesident  Magistrates  to  ferret  out 
everybody  who  might   be  disposed  to 
take  possession  of  farms   from  whicli 
they  had  been  evicted,  and  send  them  to 
prison.  If  he  has  any  doubts  on  the  sub* 
ject  we  have  none.    We  know  exactly* 
what  they  are  about  to  do  do ;  we  kno^w 
what  they  want  to  do  under  this  Act. 
They  want  to  put  down  political  agitation 
altogether  in  Ireland,  and  the  readiest 
means  of  doing  that  is  to  entrust  iHo 
administration  of  this  section  to  tools 
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their  own,  to  men  wlio  will  be  completely 
under  their  thumb,  and  who,  experience 
has  shown,  are  capable  of  being  bribed, 
and  will  be  bribed  by  special  promotion 
for  special  services  under  this  Act. 

Mb.    MAURICE    HEALY   (Cork): 
The  difEculty  in  this   case   has  arisen 
from  the  use  of  words  which  bear  a 
double  meaainfi:.    The  words  '^  unlawful 
assembly,"  as  I  understand  tbem,  have 
a  very  different  meaning  in  the  popular 
mind  from  what  they  have  technically 
or  in  indictments.    If  you  once  admit 
that  a  riot  ought  to  be  punished  sum- 
marily, it  would  be  absurd  to  exclude 
the  offence  which  has  been  described  as 
**  inchoate  riot."    If  the  Government 
mean  that  the  words  must  be  taken  in 
theur  technical  sense,  why  do  they  not 
80  express  it  in  their  Act?    They  say 
there  is  no  necessity  for  a  definition,  and 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Holmes)  has  told  us  that  no  lawyers  are 
capable  of  giving  any  meaning  to  the 
vords  unlawful  assembly.    Permit  me 
to  remind  the  Government  that  this  Act 
will  not  be  administered  by  lawyers,  but 
by  Besident  Magistrates ;  and  though  it 
is  quite  right  to  say  that  no  lawyer 
would  think  for  a  moment  of  regarding 
a  public  meeting  as  an  unlawful  as- 
sembly, there  is  the  gravest  danger  that 
two  Resident  Magistrates,  unlearned  in 
the  law,  may  tc^e  that  unreasonable 
course.     And  allow  me  to  say  also  that 
the  definitions  of  unlawful  assembly  in 
the  legal  text  books  are  sufficiently  am- 
biguous to  warrant  Ilesident  Magistrates 
ia3dng  that  extraordinary  course.     In 
Hoscoe's    Criminal  Practice,  one  of  the 
best  legal  text  books,  I  find  that — 

"  Any  meeting  whatsoever  of  great  numbers 
of  people  as  woold  endanger  the  public  peace 
<aa  raise  fears  and  jealousies  amongst  the 
Qacen*8  subjects  seems  properly  called  an  un- 
hwful  assembly.** 


There  is  hardly  a  meeting  you  could 
^old  in  Ireland  on  any  subject  which 
two  Seeident  Magistrates  would  not  hold 
to  be  a  meeting  calculated  to  **  raise  fears 
tod  jealouBies  amongst  the  Queen's  sub- 
jects." I  suppose  the  Irish  landlords 
•re  not  yet  excluded  from  the  category 
of  the  Qaeen's  subjects ;  and  I  suppose, 
a  great  namber  of  meetings  held  in  the 
course  of  tlie  land  agitation  were  emi- 
aeotly  calculated  to  raise  fears  and 
Jftalonsiee  amongst  that  class  of  HerMa- 
Iflsty's  Bubjects.    Btill  it  would   be  a 


monstrous  thing  that  because  meetings 
were  calculated  to  put  terror  into  land- 
lords' hearts,  so  far  as  their  rack-vents 
were  concerned,  all  persons  taking  part 
in  those  meetings  should  be  liable  to  bo 
sent  to  gaol  for  six  months  with  hard 
labour.  The  same  writer,  citing  the 
language  of  Mr.  Justice  Bailey,  says — 

**  All  persons  assembling  to  sow  sedition  and 
bring  into  contempt  the  Constitution  is  an  un- 
lawful assembly." 

There  have  been  some  thousands  of 
meetings  held  by  Nationalists  in  Ireland 
during  the  past  half-dozen  years ;  and  I 
venture  to  say  there  was  not  a  single 
one  out  of  the  thousands  at  which  lan- 
guage was  not  used  which  two  Besi- 
dent Magistrates  would  not  consider  was 
calculated  *^  to  sow  sedition  and  bring 
into  contempt  the  Constitution."  That 
being  so,  it  is  really  too  much  to  expect 
us  to  believe  that  when  this  vague  lan- 
guage is  used  in  this  Act  of  Paniamont, 
there  is  no  danger  that  two  Eesident 
Magistrates  will  not  misconstrue  it  in  the 
manner  I  have  mentioned.  Then  the 
writer  goes  on  to  say — 

**  If  the  meeting  held  is  from  its  general  ap- 
pearances and  aU  the  surrounding  circum- 
stances, calculated  to  excite  terror,,  alarm  and 
consternation,  it  is  criminal  and  unlawful." 

Surely,  when  you  have  a  well-known 
text-writer  describing  the  offence  pf 
unlawful  assembly  in  language  so  sus- 
ceptible of  misconstruction  as  that,  it  is 
really  monstrous  to  say  there  is  no  ne- 
cessity for  a  definition  of  the  words.  I 
have  only  another  word  to  say,  and  that 
is  in  regard  to  the  second  point  raised 
by  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Central  Bradford  (Mr.  Sbaw 
Lefevre).  He  referred  to  the  words 
**  take  part  in."  Hitherto,  in  order  to 
prove  the  offence  of  unlawful  assembly, 
it  was  necessary  to  show  that  the  person 
charged  took  an  active  part  in  whatever 
was  illegal  in  the  assembly.  It  was  not 
sufficient  to  show  that  a  man  was  pre- 
sent ;  it  was  necessary  to  show  that  he 
was  there  concurring  in  whatever  the 
illegality  of  the  meeting  was,  and  taking 
part  in  the  illegality.  Unless  you 
clearly  define  the  meaning  of  the  words 
taking  part  in,  there  is  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  two  Besident  Magistrates  in 
Ireland  will  consider  that  to  be  present 
is  to  take  part  in  an  unlawful  assembly. 
Upon  both  the  points  raised  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  we  are  entitled 

ITtcelfih  Niffht.] 
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to  hear  somethingmore  from  the  Govem- 
ment. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVEE  (Bradford, 
Central) :  I  merely  wish  to  say  a  word  in 
explanation.  When  I  stated  a  short  time 
ago  that  no  prosecution  took  place  under 
a  similar  clause  to  this  in  the  Act  of 
1882,  I  did  so  on  what  I  believed  very 
good  authority — namely,  two  or  three 
hon.  Members  sitting  below  the  Gang- 
way. The  hon.  Member  for  Dublin 
(Mr.  Clancy)  has  quoted  three  or  four 
cases  which  took  place,  but  it  seems  to 
me  they  took  place  under  another  clause 
of  the  Act  of  1 882 — namely,  the  clause 
empowering  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  sup- 

Sress  meetings  which  he  believed  to  be 
angerous  to  the  public  peace.  There- 
fore, I  might  be  quite  right  in  saying 
that  no  prosecution  took  place  under  the 
clause  of  the  Act  of  1 882  dealing  with 
unlawful  assemblies.  One  of  the  cases 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Clancy)  was  certainly  very  significant  as 
bearing  on  the  other  point  I  referred  to 
— namely,  as  to  the  meaning  of  the 
words  '' taking  part  in."  It  appears 
that  two  reporters  were  actually  prose- 
cuted, and  sent  to  prison  for  attending 
to  take  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting.  If  that  is  to  be  taken  as  the 
meaning  of  the  clause  now  under  con- 
Bideration-*if  reporters  who  are  present 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  report  are  to 
be  sent  to  prison  with  hard  labour,  I 
must  say,  to  me  this  seems  a  very  harsh 
measure.  If  the  Government  will  under- 
take to  give  a  definition  of  unlawful 
meeting  in  the  terms  of  the  statement 
made  by  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land (Mr.  Holmes),  I  shall  be  quite  con- 
tent, and  shall  not  divide  the  Com- 
mittee ;  but  if  they  are  not  prepared  to 
give  any  such  definition,  I  think  the 
Committee  will  do  wisely  to  divide. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  263 
Noes  145:    Majority   118. — (Div.  List, 
No.  174.)  [12.15  a.m.] 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.)  : 
In  consequence  of  the  understanding 
arrived  at  to-day,  I  beg  now  to  move 
that  you,  Sir,  do  report  Progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again.  [^Interruption,'] 
I  wish  the  right  hon.  Member  opposite 
would  not  shake  his  hoary  locks  at  me 
in  that  way.  As  I  understand,  it  was 
Arranged  by  all  sections  of  the  House 
that|  in  order  to  prevent  a  sitting  of 
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the  House  to-morrow,  we  should  agree 
to-night  to  take  those  discussions  which 
would  otherwise  come  on  to-morrow,    I 
must  say  I  arrived  at  that  determination 
with  great  reluctance.    If   we    should 
meet  to-morrow,  well  and  good.    We 
should  commence  the  discussion  of  those 
subjects  on  which  we  are  interested  in 
the  afternoon,  if  we  had  an  Afternoon 
Sitting,  but  we  should   not  finish  the 
debate,  and  we  should  have  to  go  on 
with  it  again  afterwards,  because  I  do 
not  see  how  it  would  be  possible  for  us 
to  discuss  the  question,  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  raise,  at  an  Afternoon  Sitting. 
We  should  have  to  meet  again  in  the 
evening.     We  should  be  kept  here  until 
1  or  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  should 
all  lose  our  trains  to-morrow  night,  and 
should  come  down  here  after  dinner, 
and  go  on  as  I  say  until  1  or  2  o'clock 
in  the  morning.     It  is  understood  in  a 
proposal  emanating  not  from  this,  but 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House — ^from 
the  Government    themselves — that   we 
shall  agree  to  report  Progress  at  an  early 
hour.    I  may  be  entirely  mistaken  in 
thinking  that  this    is  an    early    hour 
(1.30  A.M.),  and  if  so  I  withdraw  the  ex- 
pression.   But  as  I  understand  it,  the 
Government  gave  an  undertaking  that 
at  half-past  12  o'clock,  the  Committee 
should  agree  to  report  Progress.    I  put 
it  to  every  Gentleman  who  has  not  been 
present    during    our  debates  to-ni^ht, 
whether  we  have  not  made  substantial 
progpress  with  the  Bill.     I  put  it  to  those 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  have  not  been  Here 
to-night,  and  who  now  see  the  amount 
of  work  which  has  been  got  throug^Ii  in 
their  absence,  whether  we  have  not  made 
wonderful  progress?    They    have     g^t 
nearly  the  whole  clause,  or,  at  any  rate, 
as  far  as  line  36.    In  order  to  sho^e  that 
the  remainder  of  the  clause  wiU   taike  a 
long  time  to  discuss,  I  may  polxxt  ont 
that  the  clause  lays  it  down  that  it  shall 
be  unlawful  for    a   person    to     retake 
possession  of  any  house  or  land    &om 
which  he  has  been  ejected    witliin     1^ 
months'  of  the  writ  of  ejectment  ;  "but  in 
the  Bill  of  1882,  as  originally  drafted 
the  period  was  only  six  months.      ^Well' 
Mr.  Gibson,  now  Lord  Ashbourne    in 
1882,  moved  to  extend  the  period  from 
six  months  to  nine  months,  and  He  did  ao 
in  the  absence  of  the  Irish  Members  who 
were  suspended.     Now,  ho^^rever     Uie 
GK>vemment   propose    to    extend  *  that 
periodfromninemonths  to  12  monthA.  If 
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we  have  to  meet  to-morrow,  well,  we 
most  meet  to-morrow.  Nobody  will 
ODJoj  a  meeting  to-morrow  more  than 
I  shall  myself ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
in  view  of  the  Officers  of  the  House, 
including  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  extremely 
desirable  that  we  should  prevent,  if 
possible,  another  day's  debate.  In  mercy 
to  the  Officers  of  the  House  I  now  beg  to 
move  that  you,  Sir,  do  report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Ohairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.'^ — {Mr.  T.  M, 
ffealy.) 


The  first  LOED  op  the  TREA- 
SITRY  (Mr.  W.    H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Weetminster) :  I  cannot  agree  with  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that  there 
was  any  understanding  that  we  should 
report  JProgress  at  this  hour.    For  the 
private  convenience  of  hon.  Members, 
believing  it  to    be  the  desire  of   the 
House  generally,  we  agreed  that   the 
adjournment    might  tcuke    place   this 
evening  if  possible,  instead  of  to-morrow ; 
bat  I  intimated  that  I  thought  it  only 
reasonable  that  this  clause  should  be 
disposed  of  to-night;  but  I  do  not  de- 
sire to  press  hon.  Members  to  carry  on 
Bubaequent  discussions  in  any  way  dis- 
agreeable to  them.    I  understood  it  to 
be  their  wish  that  we  should  complete 
the  Boainess  to-night,  so  as  to  render 
it  unnecessary  to  meet  to-morrow.    I, 
however,  consider  it  imperative  that  we 
should  make  some  distinct  progress.    I 
tiiink  the  progress  we  have  made  to- 
night has  been  sufficient  to  show  that 
with  a  little    more   consideration   the 
Committee  will  be  able  to  dispose  of  the 
whole  of  this  clause  this  evening.     I 
hope  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  will 
consent  to  withdraw  his  Motion,  and 
will  allow  the  Oommittee  to  dispose  of 
the  Tery  few  questions  that  now  remain 
to  be  decided. 

Ma.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
ScoUand)  :  I  quite  agree  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  the  Government 
has  a  Tight  to  demand  some  substantial 
piogroas  to  the  clause  this  evening;  but 
I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not 
ocnrect  in  saying,  or  in  assuming,  that 
tiie  Ooremment  have  not  already  made 
very  sabstantial  progress ;  and  all  I  can 
tty  is  that  if  they  compare  the  amount 
of  progpress  made  to-night  with  the 
aaumnt  of  progress  made  every  other 
night  since  this  Bill  came  into  Com- 


mittee, they  will  find  that  the  progress 
to-night  will  bear  a  most  favourable 
contrast  with  the  progress  of  other 
nights.  [^* Hear,  hear!"]  T  am  glad 
that  statement  receives  the  assent  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  Then  I  take 
it  that  they  quite  agree  with  me  in  the 
statement  that  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  has  succeeded  in  the  purpose 
for  which  he  set  out  this  evening — 
namelv,  of  making  substantial  progress 
in  the'clauses  of  this  Bill.  ['*  Oh,  oh!  "] 
I  do  not  know  whether  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  who  seem  inclined  to  interrupt, 
have  done  us  the  honour  to  attend  here 
during  the  whole  of  the  evening.  I 
think  the  large  majority  of  them  were 
not  in  their  places  during  the  dinner 
hour  this  evening.  Let  me  point  out  to 
them — and  to  the  Committee  generally 
— that  to-night  we  have  got  through  a 
whole  sub-section  and  a  portion  of  an- 
other sub-section.  [^Interruption.']  If  I 
am  met  with  this  interruption  all  I  can 
say  is  this,  that  hon.  Gentlemen  will  find 
that  on  another  occasion  we  shall  not  be 
willing  to  enter  into  any  kind  of  con- 
tract. We  shall  insist  on  being  listened 
to  with  patience  and  courtesy ;  or,  if  not, 
we  will  see  if  those  who  give  an  example 
of  discourtesy  and  impatience  can  pos- 
sibly ffet  the  better  of  us.  I  say  we 
have  disponed  of  a  whole  sub-section 
containing  some  of  the  most  complicated 
and  delicate  and,  as  we  think,  most  op- 
pressive portions  of  this  Bill.  [*'No, 
no  !  "]  Well,  I.  should  like  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  to  point  to  a  single 
instance  in  reference  not  only  to  this 
Coercion  Bill,  but  any  Coercion  Bill  in 
which  Parliament  has  ever  been  en- 
gaged, in  which  so  much  progress  has 
been  made  in  a  single  evenme.  Let  me 
point  out  a  mis-statement  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite.  He  seems  to 
think  that  in  agreeing  to  an  adjourn- 
ment this  evening,  instead  of  to-morrow, 
he  has  been  merely  yielding  to  an  appeal 
made  from  this  quarter  of  the  House. 
But  that  is  not  the  fact.  We  agreed  to 
the  arrangement  because  we  thought  it 
convenient  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  to  his  Followers  and  to  the  Com- 
mittee generally.  So  far  as  we  are  con- 
cerned, we  are  quite  willing  that  the 
House  should  not  adjourn  to-night,  but 
that  it  should  meet  again  to-morrow.  In 
point  of  fact,  I  may  say  that  in  assent- 
mg  to  the  adjournment  to-night  we  did 
so  at  the  sacrifice  of  what  we  considered 
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OUT  rights,  and  at  a  sacrifice,  to  a  largo 
extent^  of  our  feelings ;  because  we  have 
a  strong  desire — and  I  suppose  many 
sections  of  the  House  have  a  similarly 
strong  desire — to  discuss  some  other  sub- 
jects besides  the  Coercion  Bill.  The 
right  hon.  Qentleman,  from  his  view  of 
public  duties  and  from  his  view  of  the 
importance  of  the  Coercion  Bill,  has 
brought  us  to  such  a  position  that  no 
opportunity  has  been  left  to  us  for  in- 
dependent discussion,  or  for  the  discus- 
sion of  any  other  topic  whatever,  no 
matter  how  small  or  how  large  it  may 
be.  Everyone  who  is  acquainted  with 
the  House  knows  that  the  Motion  for 
Adjournment  for  a  vacation  is  always 
seized  by  Members  for  bringing  before 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  generally 
those  topics  which  they  are  precluded 
from  discussing  at  every  other  period  of 
the  Session.  Well,  we  are  anxious  to 
take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  and 
bring  before  the  attention  of  the  coun- 
try— and  especially  before  the  attention 
of  our  own  country — certain  matters 
connected  with  the  administration  of  the 
government  in  Ireland.  I  understand, 
also,  that  several  Members  who  repre- 
sent Scotch  constituencies,  and  who  have 
been  precluded  from  discussing  questions 
of  great  importance  to  those  constituents, 
are  anxious  to  take  advantage  of  the 
Adjournment  in  order  to  bring  those 
matters  before  the  attention  of  Parlia- 
ment and  their  country.  I  suppose 
there  is  scarcely  a  section  of  this  House 
— with  the  exception  of  the  Party  op- 
posite—who are  not  anxious  to  raise  a 
subject  which  they  regard  as  of  import- 
ance, and  which  they  have  been  pre- 
cluded from  debating  at  all  previous 
periods  of  the  Session.  That  being  the 
feeling  on  this  side  of  the  House,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  regard  it 
as  a  concession  from  him  to  us,  that  we 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  discussing 
the  present  measure,  or,  perhaps,  a 
concession  from  us  to  him,  that  we 
should  prevent  the  opportunity  we  so 
earnestly  desire  of  discussing  these  mat- 
ters which  are  of  interest  to  us.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  should  act  in  the 
spirit  of  give  and  take.  We  have  sur- 
rendered to  him  the  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing matters  of  great  importance  to 
our  people — that  is,  of  discussing  them 
at  a  time  when  those  matters  can  be 
properly  discussed  and  brought  before 
the  notice  of  the  public,   at  the  same 
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time,  we  ask  him  to  give  us  an  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  those  discussions  before 
the  small  hours  of  the  morning,  when 
discussion  really  becomes  farcical.    I  am 
astonished  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  have  made  such  a  proposal 
as  that  we  should  give  him  the  whole  of 
the  clause.     He  knows  that  part  of  the 
clause  is  Sub-section  4,  and  deals  with 
the  re  enactment  of  the  Whiteboy  Acts. 
[Cries  of  *»No,  no!"  and  "That  is  to 
be   withdrawn."]     I  am  glad   to  find 
that    the    right    hon.    Gentleman    has 
agreed  to  withdraw  that  part  of  his  Bill 
at  the  Keport  stage ;  but  if  he  looks  at 
the  5th  sub-section  which  he  has  not 
withdrawn,  he  will  find  that  it  raises 
some  questions  that  we  must  insist  upon 
having  discussed.     Under  the  circum- 
stances, I   must  say   that,  seeing  the 
concession  we  have  made  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  this  evening,  and  seeing 
the  amount  of  progress  we  have  made 
not  only  in  what  we  have  passed,  but  in 
the  number  of  Divisions  we  have  avoided, 
and  in  having  foregone  our  right  to  full 
discussion  on  the  matters  we  wish  to 
bring  forward,   I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  might  very  reasonably  now 
assent  to  reporting  Progpress.      There 
is  a   matter  of  great  interest  to   the 
whole    House    generally — namely,  l^e 
appointment  of  the  Committee  into  the 
^my  and  Navy  Expenditure,  and  that 
is  to  be  discussed  to-night.    The  com- 
position of  this  Committee  is  a  matter  of 
great  importance.      [Criee  of  "Ques- 
tion !  "]    If  hon.  Members  opposite  will 
have  patience  with  me,  I  will  show  that 
I  am  perfectly  in  Order.    I  am  showing 
the  importance  of  the  Business  that  t.is 
awaiting  discussion.     I  am  showing  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman   that  there    are 
many  persons  deeply  interested  in  theee 
matters,  and  that  they  may  desire   to 
discuss  them  at  full  length.    I  sympa- 
thize with  those  hon.  Members  in  their 
view,  and,  indeed,  I  desire  to  help  them 
in  their  discussion. 

Mb.   T.   M.   HEALY:   Perhaps  the 
Gt>vemment  will  allow  me  to  say  that 
I  think  they  are   somewhat  under    a 
misapprehension  as  to  their  powers  of 
getting  through  the  whole  of  this  clause 
to-night.     As  I  read  the  Bulea,    they 
cannot  put  the  cloture  on  this   clause, 
except  when  some  Amendment  has  t>eeii 
previously  carried.     Now,  if  a  Itfotiou 
to  report  Progress  is  moved,  I   cLo   not 
I  think   the   Government   would     l>e    lu 
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order,  in  yiew  of  the  ruling  tliat  has 
been  given,  to  put  the  whole  of  the 
claase.    The  best  way,  I  think,  to  bring 
matters  to  an  issue  is  to  go  to  the  mar- 
row of  the  powers  of  the  Government. 
It  is  no  use  talking  of  sentiment ;  but 
let  us  go  at  once  to  the  root  of  theso 
powers.     That  being  so,  I  would  im- 
press upon  the  Government  the  desira- 
bility of  considering  whether  we  could 
not  agree  to  some  terms  to-night  with- 
out further  imposition  of  those  Bules 
of  Cloture.    The  Government  will  re- 
member that  in  the  Act  of  1882,. when 
ibis  clause    was    under    discussion,   a 
great   many  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
were  in  the    bosoms   of   their  oonsti- 
taeocies,    and    had   not   been  born  to 
Parliamentary  life.      At   the   time  of 
which  I  am    speaking,  several  nights 
were  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  this 
clause,   which  did  not  possess  many  of 
ike  objectionable  trimmings  which  are 
now  attached  to  it.    If  it  took  six  or 
eight  nights  to  discuss  it  in  its  naked 
character,  how  many  more  ought  it  not 
to  take  now?    The  Conspiracy  section, 
ira  must  remember,  gives  to  Eesident 
Magistrates  the  powers  which  hitherto 
have  only  been  given  to  juries,  and  there 
are  two  or  three  of  those  powers  yet  re- 
nudning  to  be   discussed.      They  are 
most  important  questions,  and  how,  I 
ask,  can  they  be  disposed  of  at  this  late 
bonr  of  the  night  i    [Noise  and  inter- 
ruption,']   Unless  intelligent  Gentlemen 
opposite    will    abstain    from    making 
noises,  it  is  impossible  to  carry  on  what 
really  amounts  to   a  legal  argument. 
Hod.    Gentlemen  get  excited  at   this 
bo\ir.     I  do  not  know  why  it  is.    We 
do  not  object  to  what  I  may  call — [CrieB 
of  "Order!"] — 1  am  giving  a  reason 
why  the  Oovernment  shotild  not  press 
this  matter  to  any  further  length  to- 
night ;  but  hon.  Gentlemen  come  in  to 
lit  in  this  House,  because  it  is  the  most 
pleasant  part  of  the  building  to  sit  in, 
and  instead  of  listening  to  what  is  going 
00,  thej  make  noises  that  are  really  in- 
tolerable.     [(Vw»o/** Order!"]    I  say, 
that  to  insist  upon  continuing  the  dis- 
coasion   at  this  late  hour  of  the  night 
is  not  fair.     Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
do  not  understand  what  is  going  on. 
[Crie^  of  **  Order !  "J    I  am  not  saying 
that  in  an  adverse  spirit,  but  am  putting 
it  in  what    I  conceive  to  be  a  most 
rtflsonable    way.      I  think  right  hon. 
Bentlemen  on  the  Front  Bench  opposite 


could  reasonably  concur  in  the  Motion 
for  Progress  on  the  understanding  that 
it  was  not  we  who  initiated  it.  It  was 
not  we  who  initiated  the  proposal  to  re- 
port Progress  at  an  early  period  of  the 
evening.  It  came,  I  assert,  without  fear 
of  contradiction,  from  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  from  them  alone. 
[Cries  of  **  No !  "]  What  occurred  came 
through  the  ^^  usual  channels,"  and  as 
the  communications  that  were  made 
were  of  a  private  nature,  we  are  always 
averse  to  declaring  them  in  the  House. 
But  I  state  the  fact  that  the  proposal 
that  the  House  should  adjourn  to-night 
came  from  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
[**  No,  no !  "]  I  am  stating  what  I  am 
conscious  of,  and  of  which  I  suppose 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  are  not.  I 
say  this  proposal  proceeded  from  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  [**No,  no!"] 
I  hope  hon.  Members  will  allow  me  to 
finish  without  contradiction.  I  say  that 
the  proposal  that  we  should  adjourn  to- 
night, instead  of  to-morrow  night, 
emanated  not  from  this  side  of  the 
House,  but  from  that.  [**  No,  no !  "] 
I  hope  Her  Majesty's  Government  will 
not  press  us  for  details ;  but  if  they  do, 
we  will  state  the  facts,  sorry  though  I 
should  be  to  have  to  do  so.  I  say  that 
it  was  a  communication  which  came 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House,  from 
the  Government  Benches  and  from  a 
Member  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
which  induced  us  to  assent  to  the  pro- 
posal. [An  hon.  Member:  When?] 
To-day,  at  Question  time.  I  will  put  it 
in  this  way — a  proposal  came  from  a 
Member  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
who  is  classified  as  ''  one  of  the  usual 
channels,"  that  we  should  agree  not  to 
take  discussion  to-morrow,  but  should 
allow  the  Adjournment  to  be  taken  to- 
day. We  said  we  a^eed  to  that,  with 
this  limitation — provided  that  there  was 
an  understanding  that  you  will  agree  to 
report  Progress  at  11  o'clock.  That 
was  met  by  saying — '*  We  cannot  agree 
to  report  Progpress  at  1 1  o'clock ;  but  we 
think  that  it  would  be  reasonable  to 
report  Progress  about  12.30."  Well, 
we  waited  imtil  12.30  before  moving  to 
report  Progress  on  the  distinct  under- 
standing niat  that  would  prevent  us 
from  meeting  to-morrow.  If  we  are  to 
meet  to-morrow,  let  it  be  at  4  o'clock. 
[**No,  no!'n  They  will  not  agree  to 
anything.  Let  us  adjourn  until  to- 
morrow, until  4  or  4.30,  but  do  not  let 
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us  meet  at  2,  in  order  to  take  a  dis- 
cussion which  will  be  talked  out  at  7 
o'clock,  and  which  will  necessitate  our 
meeting  again  at  9  o'clock.  Let  us 
meet  at  4  o'clock,  and  discuss  the  matter 
in  a  regular  way.  If  the  Government 
elect  to  go  on  to-night,  let  it  not  be  with 
the  idea  of  getting  this  clause  passed. 
Let  them  discharge  that  idea  from  their 
minds  altogether.  Thej  may  make  pro- 
gress with  the  Amendments;  but  I 
beseech  hon.  Geotlemen  to  purge  their 
minds  from  any  idea  of  getting  the 
whole  clause  to-night.  I  speak  as  an 
expert  in  this  matter. 

Dr.  OLAEK  (Caithness) :  I  wish  to 
know  if  we  are  to  adjourn  to-night,  or 
to  meet  to-morrow  ?  The  hon.  Member 
for  Boss-shire  (Dr.  McDonald)  rose  to 
bring  a  matter  before  the  House  the 
other  day,  when  the  cloture  was  moved, 
and  that  question  we  are  still  anxious 
to  bring  before  the  House.  We  want 
to  have  the  question  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  Crofters  Act  is  administered 
discussed  by  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH  :  It  is  not  neces- 
sary for  me  to  repeat  the  proposal  which 
was  made.  The  proposal  to  adjourn 
the  House  to-night  came  to  me  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  From  whom? 
Mention  the  name. 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  say  what  I 
believe  to  be  true.  A  representation 
was  made  to  me,  and  I  assented  to  it  on 
the  terms  that  I  have  stated  in  the 
House.  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  are, 
I  believe,  in  the  habit  of  accepting 
statements  that  I  make  in  my  place  in 
this  House.  An  hon.  Member  asks  me 
if  time  will  be  allowed  for  discussing 
certain  questions  that  he  desires  to  raise. 
I  say  again,  if  it  is  the  desire  of  the 
House  to  meet  to-morrow,  I  shall  make 
no  difficulty  whatever  in  moving  the 
Adjournment  until  to-morrow.  I  wish 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  House  on  this 
matter,  but  I  certainly  feel  that  I  am 
entitled  to  ask  that  the  Committee 
should  make  reasonable  progress  to- 
night. 

Mr.  JOHN  MOELEY  (Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne)  :  I  have  not  the  least  desire 
to  throw  any  doubt  upon  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  account  of  what  happened 
to-night ;  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
must  be  perfectly  aware  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  get  this  clause  to- 
night, if  on  account  of  nothing  else  but 
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the  5th  sub-section.  ['*No,  no!"l 
Well,  if  hon.  Gentlemen  will  take  the 
trouble  to  look  at  Sub-section  5,  apart 
from  all  other  matters,  they  will  perceive 
that  it  contains  much  that  needs  yerj 
gpreat  improvement,  and  that  it  will  take 
a  very  long  time  to  discuss  after  we 
have  got  through  the  intervening 
Amendments.  Clearly  it  is  the  feeling 
of  the  House  that  we  should  not  meet 
to-morrow ;  but  as  we  shall  not  meet  to- 
morrow, I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  consider  it  reasonable  that  we 
should  not  adjourn  for  the  Whitsuntide 
Beoess  without  any  opportunity  being 
given  to  us  for  some  of  those  discussions 
which  always  take  place  on  a  Motion 
for  Adjournment.  [Mr.  W.  H.  Smith  : 
Hear,  hear !]  I  am  glad  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  agprees  with  that  statement. 
That  being  the  case,  and  it  being  im- 
possible to  take  the  whole  clause,  would 
it  not  be  more  reasonable  now. — [Inter^ 
ruption,'] — ^If  hon.  Gentlemen  think  they 
are  going  to  get  the  clause  to-night  I 
can  assure  them  that  they  are  hoping 
for  a  physical  and  moral  impossibility. 
Would  it  not  be  more  reasonable,  I  say 
again,  to  accede  to  the  Motion  to  report 
Progress,  and  have  the  discussion  on  the 
Motion  for  Adjournment,  which  always 
takes  place  when  that  Motion  is  made, 
to-night  instead  of  to-morrow  afternoon  ? 

Mr.   W.  H.   SMITH:   I  am  really 
vary  sorry  not  to  bo  able  to  accept  the 
suggestion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  which. 
I  am  sure  was  intended  to  be  concilia- 
tory ;  but  I  think  I  am  not  unreason- 
able   in  asking  that  further  progress 
should  be  made  with  this  Bill.     The 
Government  intend  to  postpone    Sub* 
section  4,  and  when  we  reacn  Sab-sec- 
tion 5,  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  discuss  it  at  very  great  length, 
at  any  rate,  to  such  a  length  that  the 
Committee  would   be   prevented    from 
coming  to  any  conclusion  upon  it.      At 
all  events,  we  have  gone  so  far   tbat  X 
think  we  ought  to  make  some  effort  on 
the  eve  of  the  holidays  to  complete  at 
least  as  much  of  our  work  as  will  Ba.ti8fy 
the  country.    [Zaughter.^    I  say  a.t  least 
so  much  of  our  work  as  will  satiafy  the 
country  that  we  are    discharging    our 
duty  as  legislators. 

Mr.L^OUCHERE  (Northaxxipton)  i 
As  I  asked  a  Question  at  the  concuxience 
ment  of  the  sitting  of  the  House  ^  &nd  aj 
there  seems  to  be  some  difference  of  opi 
nion  as  to  the  terms  in  which  tlxe  wq 
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posal  for  Adjournment  was  made,    I, 
perhaps,  may  be  allowed  to  state  what 
took  place.     Under   ordinary   circum- 
Btances,  I  shonld  not  do  so,  as  it  was  a 
private  communication;  but  still,  after 
the  statement  of  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith),  which 
is  perfectly  correct  so  far  as  it  goes,  and 
after  the  statement  of   the  hon.   and 
learned   Member  for  North  Longford 
(Mr.  T.   M.   Healy),   it    is  only  right 
that  the  Committee  should  know  what 
actually  took  place.    I  was  sitting  in 
my  place  this  afternoon  when  I  was 
askea  to  go  out  and  speak  to  the  Patron- 
age Secretary  for  the    Treasury.    He 
Baid  to  me  he  believed  there  was  a 
desire — for  the  sake  I  believe  of   the 
officials  of  the    House— that  the  Ad- 
journment should  take  place  to-night. 
He  ask  me  whether  I  thought  Gentle- 
men on  this  side  of  the  House  would 
aasent  to  it.    I  said  that  they  probably 
had  certain  observations  to  make   on 
the  Motion  for  Adjournment ;  but  that 
if  that  Motion  were  made  at  a  reason- 
able hour,  I  thought   it  possible  that 
they  would  assent.    I  came  back  and 
spoke  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  North  Longford  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon),  and 
they  suggested  1 1  o'clock.    I  said  that 
that  was  rather   early,  under  the  cir- 
oamstances,  and  I  further  said — "  Sup- 
pose we  say  about  12  o'clock."    I  then 
went  oat  and  spoke  to  the  Patronage 
Secretary  for  the  Treasury,  who  seemed 
to  think  12  rather  early,  and  suggested 
12.30.     I  said  there  was    very    little 
difference  between  us,  and  therefore  we 
would  say  between  12  o'clock  and  12.30. 
It  was  in  deference  to  the   wishes  of 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury 
Beiiches  and  their  Supporters   that   I 
asked  the   question.     Certainly  I  am 
bound  to  say — when  I  am  challenged 
in  thia  -way — that  the  proposal  did  come 
through  the  ordinary  channels  of  com- 
monication. 

Qneation  again  proposed. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  A  distinct  state- 
ment has  been  made  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  M'orthampton  (Mr.  Labouohere). 
'Nna  involves  the  good  faith  of  the  Go- 
vesnmont.  

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  rise  to  Order. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  says 
this  involves  the  good  faith  of  the  Go- 
vernment.    I  say  it  does  no  such  thing. 


Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  That  is  not  a 
point  of  Order. 

The  oh AIEMAN  :  It  is  not  a  point 
of  Order ;  but  it  is  usual  to  allow  any 
Member  of  the  House  to  give  an  expla- 
nation. 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  wish  to  recall 
to  the  Oommittee  the  stat'Oment  I  made 
when  the  Question  was  asked  of  me  at 
half-past  5  o'clock.  I  then  stated  dis- 
tinctly the  conditions  upon  which  I 
should  be  prepared  to  move  the  Ad- 
journment of  the  House.  I  do  not  call 
in  question  any  impressions  which  hon. 
Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway  may 
have  entertained;  but  I  am  bound  by 
what  I  say  in  the  House.  I  am  sure  it 
will  be  for  the  convenience  of  Parlia- 
ment that  only  such  engagements  as  are 
made  by  a  Minister  in  the  House  should 
be  the  only  engagements  recognized  and 
adhered  to. 

Mb.  T.  M.  healy  :  I  think  that 
when  a  Member  of  the  Government 
comes  to  us  and  says — "  Will  you,  in 
the  interest  of  the  officers  of  the  House, 
agree  to  so  and  so?"  and  we  say 
<'Yes,"  faith  should  be  kept  with  us. 
We,  personally,  are  really  foregoing  a 
great  deal.  We  are  foregoing  a  discus- 
sion to-morrow  upon  the  imprisonment 
of  Father  Keller,  a  matter  of  vital  im- 
portance to  us ;  and  we  are  also  forego- 
ing a  discussion  as  regards  Lord  Ash- 
bourne sitting  in  the  Court  of  Appeal. 
I  am  very  glad  that  the  Patronage 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Akers- 
Douglas)  is  now  in  his  place.  I  have 
found  him  invariably  courteous,  and 
anxious  to  deal  with  his  opponents  in  a 
most  considerate  manner;  but  I  must 
say  I  knew  nothine  of  this  proposal 
until  it  was  conveyed  to  me  by  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Northampton 
(Mr.  Labouchere) ;  and  when  it  was  so 
conveyed,  I  said — **  We  will  not  agree 
to  give  you  the  Adjournment  to-night, 
imless  you  agree  to  move  to  report 
Progress  early."  It  is  perfectly  true 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
said—'*  We  must  see  what  progress  is 
made ; "  but  there  is  nothing  incon- 
sistent in  that  with  the  facts.  I  main- 
tain that  if  the  usual  channels  of 
communication  are  to  be  poisoned  at  their 
source,  and  you  cannot  rely  on  private 
communications  made  by  the  Members 
of  one  Party  to  the  Members  of  another 
Party,  you  might  as  well  give  up  alto- 
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gother  all  tlie  decencies  and  amenities  of 
Parliament.  [Ironical  cheers,']  I  am 
not  proud  of  tnem.  I  do  not  care  a  jot 
for  them.  We  do  not  care  what  you  do 
with  your  own.  But  I  maintain  that 
you  must  play  a  game  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  game.  If  in  playing  the 
game,  you  send  one  of  your  men  to  us 
with  a  particular  proposal,  and  we 
accept  it,  that  proposal,  good  or  had, 
ought  to  ho  respected  just  as  you  would 
respect  a  fla;2^  of  truce.  "We  shall  hear 
from  tho  Patronage  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Akers-Douglas)  whether 
we  have  misunderstood  the  message 
conveyed  to  us.  Certainly,  we  agreed 
to  forego  a  sitting  to-morrow  out  of  con- 
sideration for  the  Officers  of  the  House. 
We  thought  that,  by  sitting  a  bit  late 
to-night,  we  could  obtain  tne  explana- 
tion we  wanted,  and  thus  save  the  Officers 
of  the  House  coming  down  to-morrow 
simply  for  the  Adjournment.  At  the 
time  this  agreement,  or  disagreement, 
was  made,  there  was  not  a  single  word 
said  about  getting  the  clause  to-night. 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH:  When  I  an- 
swered the  Question  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Sitting  I  distinctly  said  that 
was  the  condition. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  In  the  language 
of  the  Solicitor  General  (Sir  Edward 
Clarke),  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
words  have  gone  to  the  printer.  What 
we  understood  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  to  convey  was,  that  he  hoped 
the  clause  would  be  passed  to-night  in 
the  regular  order  of  discussion.  But 
surely,  Sir,  when  we  have  given  up  the 
entire  belly  of  the  clause  —  if  I  may 
use  that  expression— the  Intimidation 
Section,  which  took  three  or  four  nights' 
discussion,  if  it  did  not  take  a  week's,  in 
1 882,  you  ought  to  call  that  fair  discus- 
sion. The  Government  have  got  num- 
bers on  their  side,  and  I  have  uo  doubt 
we  shall  be  ousted  out  of  what  we  con- 
sider to  be  an  honourable  understanding, 
and  the  result  will  be,  you  will  discuss 
this  matter  for  some  time.  There  will 
be  no  satisfaction ;  you  will  not  get  the 
clause  which  is  the  main  object  of  the 
Government ;  you  will  meet  to-morrow, 
and  bring  down  the  Speaker,  his  clerks, 
and  the  entire  staff  of  50  or  60  men  ; 
while,  perhaps,  tho  Gentlemen  who  are 
now  howling  us  down  will  take  the 
2  o'clock  train  to  the  country. 

The  SECRETAEY  to  thb  TEEA- 
SUEY  (Mr.  Akers-Douglas)  (Kent,  St. 

Mr.  T.  M.  may 


Augustine's) :  As  a  misunderstanding 
appears  to  have  arisen  in  this  matter,  per- 
haps I  may  state  what  took  place.  It 
was  represented  to  me  that  Members 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  were  de- 
sirous not  to  come  down  to-morrow 
simply  to  vote  for  the  adjournment  of 
the  House,  as  was  the  case  at  Easter.  I 
stated  that  I  could  make  no  arrange- 
ment with  any  hon.  Members  on  that 
point,  but  that  any  arrangement  which 
was  come  to  must  be  come  to  across  the 
floor  of  the  House.  I  suggested  that  a 
Question  upon  the  point  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  from  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  and  I  also  intimated  that 
I  believed  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  be  perfectly  prepared  to  assent  to 
any  such  proposal  providing  fair  pro- 
gress be  made  to-night  with  the  Bill. 
I  believe  I  have  stated  exactly  what 
took  place,  and  I  am  sorry  there  should 
have  been  any  misunderstanding. 

Mr.  LABOUCHEEE  :  I  should  liko 
to  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he 
will  not  boar  me  out  in  tho  statement 
that  I  had  not  made  any  proposal  of 
any  sort  or  kind  to  him  when  he 
beckoned  me  out  of  the  House  and  sug- 
gested to  me  I  should  ask  hon.  Gentle- 
men behind  me  whether  they  would 
agree,  on  the  terms  suggested,  to  tho 
Adjournment  being  moved  to-night  ? 

Mr.  AKEES-DOUGLAS  :  I  was  not 
in  the  House  when  the  hon.  Gentleman 
spoke  upon  this  subject,  and,  therefore, 
I  am  not  quite  certain  what  he  said.    It 
was  quite  correct  that  he  did  not  come  to 
me  and  ask  me  to  make  this  arrangement. 
I  asked  him  if  he  could  bring  out   tho 
Leader  of  the  Party  below  the  Gang- 
way,  in   order  that  I  could  ascertain 
whether  tho  intimation  conveyed  to  mo 
came  directly  from  headquarters. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  137  ; 
Noes  263:  Majority  126.— (Div.  Xdst, 
No.  175.)  fl-lO  iL.M.3 

Thk  FIE8T  LOED  of  tub  TKRA- 
SUEY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand. 
Westminster) :  I  now  claim  to  move, 
**That  the  Question,  *That  the  wordft 
from  "  within,^'  in  line  37,  to  the  irords 
**any  part  thereof,"  in  line  39,*  be  now 
put." 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'OONNOE  (Liverpool, 
Scotland):  Mr.  Oourtney,  I  rise    to    a 
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point  of  Order.     I  understand  the  right 
hoc.  Gentleman  to  move  that  the  words — 

"  Within  twelye  months  after  the  execution 
of  any  writ  of  possession  of  any  house  or  land, 
shall  wrongfully  take  or  hold  forcible  posses- 
sion of  such  house  or  land  or  any  part  thereof." 

What  I  wish  to  submit  to  you,  Sir,  is 
that  this  portion  of  the  sub- section  has 
not    been    discussed— [CV/m    of  *'0h, 
oh!"] — not    a    single    Amendment — 
[Renewed  criee  of  "  Oh,  oh !  "] 
The  chairman  :  Order,  order ! 
Mb.    T.  p.  O'CONNOR:    That   no 
Amendment  has  yet  been  proposed  to  it, 
that  no  discussion  has  yet  taken  place 
upon  it,  and  that,  in  accordance  with 
the  ruling  you  gave  some  nights  ago, 
the  closure  is  not  to  be  apph'ed  until  all 
Amendments— [  CriM  of  "  Order ! "] 
Thb  chairman  :  Order,  order ! 
Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR:    Until  all 
Amendments    which    raise    any  point 
worthy  of    discussion   have  been  dis- 
cuffied 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  ^Cork):  I 
beg  to  ask  your  ruling,  Sir,  on  a  point 
of  Order  which  has  been  raised  to-night 
—namely,  whether  it  is  competent  to 
put  the  Question  that  certain  words  of  a 
dause  stand  part  of  the  Bill  until,  first 
and  foremost,  the  closure  has  been 
moved  to  a  substantial  Amendment  ? 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  There  is  no  point 
of  Order  raised  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  Scotland  Division  of 
Liverpool  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor).    The 
hon.   Member  for  Cork  (Mr.   Maurice 
Healy)    has  raised  a  point  of  Order. 
What  I  alluded  to  at  the  beginning  of 
the  erening  was  this — ^When  a  Motion 
is  before  the  Committee,   the    closure 
could   not  be  applied  to  a  Motion  to 
msert  further  words  lower  down  until 
the  MoUon  before  the  Committee  was 
disposed  of.     That  is  what  I  laid  down. 
There  ie  now  no  Motion  before  the  Com- 
mittee ;  but  the  closure  has  been  moved 
immediately  after  the  Motion  to  report 
Progress  has  been  disposed  of,  and  I 
apprehead  it  is  possible  to  move  the 
closure  at  this  point. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY :  I  submit 
to  yon,  Mr.  Courtney,  that,  on  the 
wordings  of  the  Closure  Rule,  it  is  not 
competent  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  make  this  Motion.  Allow  me  to 
refer  jou  to  the  terms  of  the  Rule — 

''After  A  Question  has  been  proposed,  a  Mem- 
ber minc^  in  his  place  may  claim  to  move, 
*  That  the  Question  be  now  put ;  *  ** 

YOL.  COCKV.    [thibd  sebibs.] 


and  then  it  goes  on — 

**  When  the  Motion  *  That  the  Question  be  now 
put  *  has  been  carried,  and  the  Question  conse* 
quent  thereon  has  been  decided,  any  further 
Motion  may  be  made  (the  assent  of  the  Chair  as 
aforesaid  not  having  been  withheld)  which  may 
be  requisite  to  bring  to  a  decision  any  Question 
already  proposed  from  the  Chair ;  and  also  if  a 
Clause  be  then  under  consideration,  a  Motion 
may  be  made  (the  assent  of  the  Chair  as  afore- 
said not  having  been  withheld)  That  the  Ques- 
tion That  certain  words  of  the  Clause  defined  in 
the  Motion  stand  part  of  the  Clause,  or  That  the 
Clause  stand  part  of,  or  be  added  to  the  Bill,  be 
now  put.  Such  Motions  shall  be  put  forthwith, 
and  decided  without  Amendment  or  Debate." 

I  submit  to  you,  Mr.  Courtney,  that 
the  words  '*  When  the  Motion,  *That 
the  Question  be  now  put'  has  been 
carried,"  govern  the  whole  of  the  para- 
graph. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  made  my  first 
answer  under  a  wrong  impression, 
created,  possibly,  in  the  confusion  of 
the  Committee.  I  thought  that  the 
Motion  to  report  Progress  had  been 
clotured.  If  that  had  been  clotured, 
there  would  be  no  necessity  for  hesitation 
in  cloturing  the  present  Motion.  I  must 
own,  however,  that  closure  cannot  be 
applied  to  a  Motion  to  add  words  until 
it  has  been  applied  to  a  previous  Motion. 
It  is  not  a  point  which  raises  any  sub- 
stantial difficulty,  as  it  is  very  easy  to 
see  a  way  to  get  over  it. 

Mr.  T.  M.  healy  :  I  beg  to  move 
that  you  do  now  leave  the  Chair,  and  I 
do  so,  Mr.  Courtney,  on  the  ground  that 
we  are  confronted  by  a  position  of  con- 
siderable difficulty.  I  submit  to  the 
Government  that  it  is  unreasonable  to 
take  the  next  Amendment  without  dis- 
cussion, in  view  of  the  facts  which  arose 
in  1882.  I  would  remind  the  Govern- 
ment of  what  took  place  in  1882.  In 
the  clause  as  it  originally  stood  in  the 
Bill  the  term  was  only  six  months;  but 
when  we  Irish  Members  were  all  ex- 
pelled from  the  House,  Mr.  Gibson — 
now  Lord  Ashbourne — moved  to  make 
it  nine  months.  Of  course,  under  the 
circumstances,  no  discussion  was  possible 
upon  that  proposal.  The  Government, 
however,  now  propose  to  make  it  12 
months.  I  would  submit  to  them  that 
seeing  that  the  term  was  increased  from 
six  to  nine  months  when  the  majority  of 
the  Irish  Members  were  expelled  from 
the  House,  it  is  perfectly  unreasonable 
now  to  seek  to  make  it  12.  I  would 
move  that  the  Chairman  do  leave  the 
Chair. 
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The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member,  having  moved  to  re- 
port Progress,  cannot  now  move  that  the 
Chairman  do  leave  the  Chair. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  But  I  have  made 
a  Motion 

The  chairman  called  upon  Dr. 
Kenny  (Cork  Co.,  S.). 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  say  I  have 
made  a  Motion 

The  CHAIRMAN:  And  I  tell  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that  he 
cannot  make  that  Motion,  for  he  made 
the  previous  Motion  that  the  Chairman 
do  report  Progress  and  ask  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Mb.  CHANCE  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  Then, 
Sir,  I  will  move  that  you  do  now  leave 
the  Chair. 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  claim  to  move 
that  the  Question  be  now  put. 

Question  put  accordingly,  '^  That  the 
Question  be  now  put," 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  259  ; 
Noes  113:  Majority  146. — (Div.  List, 
No.  176.)  [1.35  A.M.I 

Question,  ''That  the  Chairman  do 
now  leave  the  Chair,"  put,  and  ne^a* 
iivei. 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  claim,  Sir, 
to  move — 

"  ThsX  the  Question  *  That  the  words  -  **  {b.) 
Within  twelve  months  after  the  execution  of 
any  writ  of  possession  of  any  house  or  land  shall 
wrongfully  take  or  hold  forcible  possession  of 
such  house  or  land  or  any  part  thereof,"  stand 
part  of  the  Clause/  be  now  put." 

Question  put  accordingly,  '*  That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided : — ^Ayes  253 ; 
Noes  116:  Majority  137.— (Div.  List, 
No.  177.)  [1.50  a.m.] 

Question  put, 

"That  the  words— * (6.)  Within  twelve 
months  after  the  execution  of  any  writ  of  posses- 
sion of  any  house  or  land  shall  wrongfully  take 
or  hold  forcible  possession  of  such  house  or  land 
or  any  part  thereof/  stand  part  of  the  Clause.'* 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  253; 
Noes  119:  Majority  134.— (Div.  List, 
No.  178.)  [2.0  A.M.] 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid.) : 
In  the  absence  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  North  Donegal  (Mr. 
O'Doherty)  I  rise  to  move  the  Proviso  of 
which  he  has  given  Notice.  It  is  to  the 
effect  that,  in  the  carrying  out  gf  this 


Bill,  before  proceedings  are  instituted 
against  any  person  for  taking  possession 
there  must  hare  been  an  actual  riot  or 
an  actual  assault  in  connection  with  the 
affair.    Now,  Sir,  it  may  to  some  appear 
absolutely  unnecessary  to  insert  such  a 
Proviso.     To  the  English,  who  are  ac- 
customed   to  see  laws  administered  in 
their  own  way,  it  may  appear  altogether 
unnecessary.    But,  Sir,  we  have  expe- 
rience of  somewhat  recent  date  in  Ire- 
land which  shows  that,  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  previous  law,  it  was 
not  deemed  necessary  that  there  should 
be  anything  in  the  nature  of  an  actual 
breach  of  the  peace,  or  anything  in  the 
nature  of  a  riot,  or  anything  in  the  nature 
of  an  assault  attended  by  actual  bodily 
harm,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
police  to  institute  prosecutions  under  a 
similar    section    to    this.    Bepeatedly, 
during  the  operation  of  the  last  Crimes 
Act,  prosecutions  were  instituted,  and 
convictions  were  obtained  before  special 
magistrates,  and  men  were   sentenced 
to  considerable  terms  of  imprisonment 
with  hard  labour  simply  for  acts  of  ordi- 
nary trespass.     Surely  it  is  monstrous- 
that  a  mere  civil  act  of  trespass,  which 
in  this  country  might  give  rise  to  a  civil 
action  and  to  a  claim  for  damage,  if  any 
damage  was  done,  should  be  made  a 
criminal  offence  in  Ireland  because  it 
happens  to  be  done  in  Ireland.    There 
is  no  reason  for  that,  and  if  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  talk  about  equal  laws  and 
equal  administration  for  England  and 
Ireland  would  set  a  good  example,  and 
show  their  adherence  to  their  principles 
by  voting  in  favour  of  my  Amendnxent» 
they  would    do   something    to  justify 
people  in  believing  that  their  profes- 
sions   are    sincere.    Furthermore,     t\ie 
Proviso  g^es  on  to  state  that-^~- 

Thb  CHAIEMAN:  Order,  order! 
Before  the  hon.  Member  proceeds  far- 
ther, I  must  express  the  opinion  that  tbe 
latter  part  of  the  Proviso  is  not  at  all 
relevant  to  the  clause.  The  hon.  Iklein- 
ber  proposes  a  Proviso  in  these  w^ords 

*•  Provided  always,  That  no  prosecution  for 
this  offence  shaU  be  instituted  by  the  Constabu- 
lary unless  there  has  been  au  assault  or  TiotiniF 
in  the  taking  of  such  forcible  possesaion    ii<^ 
shall  the  Constabulary  act  as  caretakers  for 
any  evicted  house  or  land  left  without  a.  care- 
taker, nor  shall  they  specially  patrol    in   th© 
neighbourhood    unless    they  appreUetid     Bome 
disturbance  of  the  peace  other  than.  t,>i«  w^^^ 
resumption  of  possession,  nor  shall    'tHe-f*  in 
terrogate  occupiers,  or  in  any  way    take    aid' 
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with  tho  plaintiff  or  defendant  in  such  writ 
of  posBeseion  save  to  keep  the  peace  between 
the  parties." 

The  Proviso  should  stop  at  the  words 
"  forcible  possession." 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY :  Tho  reason  why 
my  hon.  Friend  pat  down  the  remaining 
portion  of  his  Proyiso  was  this — ^that  the 
Crimes  Act  came  into  force  in  1882,  and 
a  Circolar  was  issued  to  the  Constabu- 
lary ordering  them  to  patrol  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  evicted  farms,  and  watch 
the  proceedings  of  the  tenants. 

The  chairman  :  That  would  be  a 
very  good  reason  to  discuss  the  question 
on  the  Constabulary  Vote ;  but  it  is  not 
relevant  here. 

M*.  M.  J.  KENNY :  Well,  I  will  dis- 
eiiBS  it  on  the  Constabulary  Vote,  and  I 
will  now  move  the  Proviso  down  to  the 
word  ''possession.''    I  have  practically 
stated  the  reason  for  moving  the  Amend- 
menty  which  is  now  a  very  short  and 
simple  one.    It  is  simply  to  provide  that 
something  in  the  nature  of  a  riot  or  as- 
sault must  take  place  before  a  prosecu- 
tion can  be  instituted  under  the  section. 
It  has  repeatedly  happened  under  the 
administration    of   the  Whiteboy  Acts 
that  for  simply  walking  about  on  their 
own   land,  for  simply  walking  across 
their  own  land,  men  have  been  seized, 
proeecoted,  and  transported  under  the 
Whiteboy  Acts.    Under  the  last  Coer- 
don  Act,  they  were  sentenced  to  im- 
prisonment   for    three    months  or   six 
months.     I  think  that  if  the  Attorney 
Oenend  for  England  (Sir  Eichard  Web- 
ster) were  here,  he  would  see  his  way 
to  mdmit  the  reasonableness  of  this  Pro- 
viso.    J  do  not  know  what  attitude  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney     Qeneral    for    Ireland    (Mr. 
Holaies)   may  assume.     He  may  be  so 
enamoured  of  the  Criminal  Law  of  Ire- 
land that  he  will  not  let  us  make  any 
ehaage ;   but  I  should,  at  any  rate,  like 
him  to  explain  why  an  offence  which  is 
menAy  a  ciyil  matter  in  England  should 
be  made    a  crime  punishable  with  six 
months'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour 
in  Ireimnd.     I  beg  to  propose  the  Pro- 
viso standing  in  the  name  of  my  hon. 
Friend. 

Amendment  proposed, 

la  page  2,  line  39,  after  the  word  ''  thereof," 
to  iamert  the  wordaH—'*  Provided  always.  That 
BO  proeecotion  for  this  offence  shall  be  insti- 
tvlad  by  the    Constabulary  unless  there  has 
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been  an  assault  or  riot  in  the'  ta^ag  of  such 
forcible  possession.*' — (^A£i\  M,  J,  Ketmi/.) 

Question  proposed,  '^  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 


The  attorney  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity): It  is  not  the  effect  of  this 
clause,  nor  is  it  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment, to  make  anything  a  criminal 
offence  in  Ireland  which  is  not  a  cri- 
minal offence  in  England.  The  clause 
refers  to  holding  forcible  possession; 
but  if  the  words  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 

• 

man  has  moved  were  inserted,  they 
would  take  out  of  the  operation  of  the 
section  most  of  the  cases  in  which 
forcible  possession  is  taken.  As  a  rule, 
there  is  no  riot  or  assault  in  taking 
forcible  possession.  What  occurs  is 
this.  Eight  or  ten  men  may  come  down 
and,  in  a  threatening  way,  take  posses- 
sion. Of  course,  under  such  circum- 
stances, it  would  be  impossible  for  a 
caretaker  to  resist.  Two  men  might 
come  down  armed,  and  naturally  the 
unarmed  caretaker  would  run  away  at 
once.  That  is  taking  forcible  posses- 
sion. Then,  suppose  a  man  went  down, 
broke  open  the  doors,  and  walked  in. 
That  is  not  a  riot,  or  an  assault ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  it  is  taking  forcible 
possession.  All  these,  which  are  typical 
cases  of  taking  forcible  possession,  cer- 
tainly in  Ireland,*  would  be  excluded 
from  the  operation  of  the  clause  by  the 
adoption  of  the  hon.  Member's  Proviso. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY :  What  about 
holding  possession  ? 

Mr.  HOLMES  :  That  is  precisely  the 
same  thing. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  If  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  and  some  hon.  Mem- 
bers above  the  Gangway  on  this  side  of 
the  House  would  carefully  study  the 
clause,  they  would  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that,  as  it  at  present  stands,  the 
pains  and  penalties  which  will  be 
attached  to  anybody — to  any  evicted 
tenant,  or  to  any  number  of  tenants — are 
simply  alarming.  Take  the  case  of  a 
tenant  who  is  evicted  in  the  very  depth 
of  winter,  at  a  time  when,  possibly,  he 
has  no  other  protection  against  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather  except  the 
cabin  from  which  he  has  been  evicted. 
We  will  assume  the  case  of  this  man 
taking ''  forcible  possession  "  by  getting 
in  through  the  window  or  through  the 
roof.      Would    it    not    be    monstrous, 
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under  suoli  ciroamstances,  to  decide  that 
that  man  had  taken  ''forcible  posses- 
sion ?  "  I  contend  that  if  the  Oommittee 
pass  this  clause  without  examining  it 
very  closely,  and  accepting  a  safeguard 
such  as  this  Amendment  would  provide, 
they  will  act  very  harshly.  I  am  per- 
fecUy  certain  the  Oommittee  would  be 
slow  to  pass  such  a  clause  as  this  if  they 
could  trace  it  to  its  real  and  logical  con- 
clusion. It  is  all  very  well  to  be  told  by 
Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  Bench  that 
the  law  is  the  same  in  England  as  is 
proposed  for  Ireland  under  this  clause. 
But  what  cases  of  eviction  have  you  in 
England  ?  In  Ireland  the  chronic  con- 
dition of  the  people  alternates  between 
eviction  and  the  workhouse.  It  is  very 
possible  that,  under  the  present  condi- 
tion of  things,  evictions  will  be  largely 
increased ;  and  you  propose  to  put  it  into 
the  power  of  two  Resident  Magistrates, 
who  have  no  sympathy  with  the  people, 
whose  training  and  entire  surroundings 
make  them  look  upon  the  smallest  in- 
fraction of  the  landlords'  rights  as  mon- 
strous crimes^you  put  it  in  the  power  of 
these  men  to  treat  the  smallest  and  most 
trivial  offences  as  forcible  possession 
punishable  by  six  months'  imprisonment. 
If,  however,  you  accept  the  Amendment 
of  my  hon.  Friend,  the  Oonstabulary 
will  not  be  able  to  institute  a  prosecu- 
tion unless  there  has  been  an  assault  or 
riot.  I  appeal  to  the  Oommittee  not  to 
vote  on  these  technical  definitions  of 
legal  Gentlemen  on  the  Front  Bench, 
but  to  apply  their  own  common  sense  to 
this  sub-section.  If  they  will  only  do 
that,  they  will  find  there  is  nothing  in 
this  Amendment  which  really  takes 
away  the  strength  of  the  clause — there 
is  nothing  which  will  prevent  the  magis- 
trate or  the  law  punishing  men  who 
have  taken  forcible  possession,  and  who 
have  by  violent  means  assisted  the 
Sheriff  and  his  officers.  By  the  Amend- 
ment you  only  interpose  a  safeguard  ta 
prevent  unfortunate  people — the  poorest 
of  their  class — ^who  in  many  cases  have 
been  treated  witli  exceptional  cruelty 
and  barbarity  for  what,  after  all,  is  a 
most  trivial  offence. 

Me.  EDWARD  HARRINGTON 
(Kerry,  W.) :  I  have  personal  cogni- 
zance of  oases  which  are  totally  opposed 
to  the  statements  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes).  I  had  occa- 
sion, some  time  ago,  to  mention  qj\^  pase 
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in  this  House.    It  was  a  case  in  which 

I 

on  a  certain  stormy  night,  a  man  got  up 
in  the  cabin  in  which  he  was  sheltering 
himself,  and  when  he  saw  the  house 
from  which  he  had  been  evicted,  and 
which  he  had  hoped  would  be  his  own — 
when  he  saw  that  house  suffering  from 
the  storm,  he  forgot  for  the  moment  that 
the  police  caretakers  wore  located  near, 
went  to  the  house,  and  put  some  stones 
on  the  roof  to  prevent  the  thatch  being 
blown  away.    Now,  that  man  was  ac- 
tually brought  before  the  Resident  Ma- 
gistrate, under  this  clause,  for  taking 
forcible  possession,  and  he  was  sentenced 
to  a  month's  imprisonment.  He  actually 
served  a  month's  imprisonment  in  Tralee 
Gaol.      In  another  case,   an  old  man 
named  Boyd,  over  72  years  of  age,  was 
evicted,  and  after  his  eviction,  and  be- 
fore the  nine  months'  term  had  expired, 
he  went  to  Listowel,  and,  on  the  faith 
of  a  settlement,  went  back  to  his  cabin 
without  having  received  in  writing  a 
formal  permission  to  do  so.     The  police 
found  him  in  possession  of  his  house. 
He  was  prosecuted,  and  sentenced  to  a 
month's  imprisonment  for  it.     The  right 
hon.    and    learned   Attorney    General 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  talks  to  the 
Oommittee  about  bodies  of  armed  men 
coming  down   and  forcing  people  into 
possession.    But  no  man  in  his  senses 
would  maintain  for  a  moment  that  the 
case  I  have  mentioned  was  a  case  of  any- 
thing like  forcible  possession.    I  oonld 
cite  cases  like  that  by  the  hundred  to 
show  that  there  is  some  need  for  snoli 
protection  as  is  now  proposed  in  regard 
to  these    miserable  wretches  who    are 
turned  out  of  house  and  home,  and  to 
show  that  there  is  not  the  least  necessity 
for  visiting  with  the  utmost  severity  of 
the  law  those  men  who  merely   aeeic 
their  old  cabins  for  shelter.    A    xaan 
who  goes  back  into  his  dwelling  c&n  be 
summoned  and  fined.     He  can  be  fined 
every  time  he  goes  there,  and  every  time 
his  wife  or  children  are  found   there. 
Surely  it  is  sufficient  punishment     for 
those  miserable   creatures  to  be    aixni- 
moned  and  to  have  cumulative  finee  ini- 
posed  upon  them.  The  law,  as  it  ntnnds 
is  what   I    call   coercion    made     easy' 
Surely  the  operation  of  the    oi^d.inary 
law  is  enough  for  the  Gt)veriuxxent   in 
such  cases  as  these. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longfo^a,  :N'.\  • 
I  had  thought.  Sir,  that  if  we  ^were  to 
have  expressions  of  humanit^r  from  anv 
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Members  of  the  Tory  Party  at  any  time, 
this  would  have  ^een  the  occasion  upon 
which  we  should  have  heard  them.    I 
should  like  to  put  in  plain  language  to 
Tory  Members  what  they  are  now  going 
to  vote  for  if  they  reject  this  Amend- 
ment.    When  unfortunate  wretches  are 
tamed  out  on  the  roadside  with  their 
wives  and  children,  if  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather  renders  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  take  shelter  in  their  old  huts,  no 
other  shelter  being  obtainable,  the  mere 
fact  of  their  taking  the  hasp  off  the 
door  and  going  back,  if  it  is  only  to  put 
the  women  back,  renders  them  liable  to 
seyere  punishment.   Cases  have  occurred 
in  which,  for  the  sake   of   sheltering 
sIuTering  women  and  children  from  the 
winter's  snow,  an  old  hut  has  been  re- 
entered, and  the  police  have  taken  up 
the  man  and  sent  him  to  gaol  and  to  the 
plank  bed.   J]s  it  too  much  to  expect 
that,  under  such  circumstances  as  these, 
miserable  people,  with  no  place  under 
which  to  lay  their  heads,  should  have 
the  poor    protection  we  now  seek  to 
obtain  for  them  ?    I  ask  you,  who  are 
comfortable  in  your  beds  at  night,  is  it 
too  much  to  ask  that  you  should  accept 
this  Amendment  ?    And  when  they  go 
back  you  call  it  taking  forcible  pos- 
session.     In   God's    name,    is    this    a 
House    of    human    beings?     Are   we 
in  Ireland    to   be  treated   like  dogs? 
If,  in  our  poverty,  we  are  unable  to 
pay   the    miserable    rents    exacted    of 
OS,  is   the    mere  fact    of    taking    the 
hasp  off  the  door  of  the  house  that  we 
have  ourselves  built,  or  that  has  been 
boiJt  by  our  fathers — is  the  mere  fact  of 
taking  the  hasp  off  the  door  in  order  to 
pat  back  a  shivering  wife  or  a  shivering 
child  out  of  the  winter's  snow,  to  sub- 
ject ns  to  the  punishment  you  would 
ui&xQt  under  this  clause  of  12  months' 
hard  labour  ?    What  was  done  by  Lord 
Ashbourne   in    1882,    when    we    Irish 
Uembars  were  out  of  the  House,  was 
one  of  tlie  most  miserable  things  ever 
perpetrated  in  this  House.     When  we 
were  out,  liord  Ashbourne,  behind  our 
backs,  moved  to  make  it  nine  months' 
impriaonment  instead  of  six  months'. 
And  now  what  does  this  Tory  Govern- 
ment do  ?     They  say  they  are  acting  in 
accordance  with  the  precedent  of  1H82, 
and  yet  the j  make  it  1 2  months.    You 
have  been  reminded  that  you  have  the 
ordinuj  law  to  fall  back  upon.    Tou 
can  put  these  men  in  gaol  for  trespass. 


You  can  proceed  against  their  children 
for  trespass.  You  can  take  them  up 
before  the  magistrates,  who  are  the 
landlords  of  the  locality,  or  the  land- 
lords' agents.  Do  have  some  little 
humanity  in  your  hearts.  I  would  say 
a  word  for  the  ordinary  magistrates  of 
Ireland.  When  cases  come  before  them 
in  which  wretched  men  are  prosecuted 
for  putting  their  cold  and  stcurving 
women  back  in  their  cabins  for  a 
night's  shelter  their  hearts  are  moved, 
but  the  Besident  Magistrates  commit 
men  to  prison  for  it.  We  hear  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Holmes)  defending  the  action  of  the 
Government  on  the  ground  that  men 
come  down  in  crowds  to  put  these 
people,  by  force  of  arms,  into  their 
dwellings.  But  if  it  is  merely  the  case 
of  a  man  taking  the  hasp  off  his  own 
door,  in  order  to  put  back  his  wife  into 
his  miserable,  unfurnished,  almost  roof- 
less cabin,  for  the  sake  of  keeping  her 
and  her  children  from  the  wind  and 
rain,  where  is  the  force  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  argu- 
ment? Have  you  wives  and  children 
of  your  own  ?  Can  you  feel  no  pity  for 
these  children?  This  clause  does  not 
prevent  wrong  being  done  even  when  a 
question  of  title  is  raised.  A  question 
of  title  may  be  raised,  a  suit  may  be 
entered,  and  a  decision  may  be  ulti- 
mately arrived  at,  as  in  the  case  of 
Father  Keller,  in  which,  on  Saturday 
last,  it  was  decided  that  the  imprison- 
ment was  illegal.  I  would  beseech  the 
Committee  to  consider  these  points. 
Surely  if  they  will  take  into  consi- 
deration all  the  matters  that  we  have 
brought  under  their  attention  they  will 
give  some  play  to  human  feeling.  Can 
you  not  see  that  it  would  be  sufficient 
to  put  this  clause  in  operation  where 
force  is  used  to  regain  possession  of  a 
house  and  holding  ?  It  is  useless  to 
appeal  to  the  Irish  Chief  Secretary  (Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour),  but  surely  an  appeal  of 
this  kind  cannot  be  lost  upon  Tory  Gen- 
tlemen who  have  a  duty  to  their  con- 
sciences and  to  their  constituents.  I 
have  here  a  case  that  occurred  in  1882. 
It  was  published  in  1883,  before  the 
.Act  got  into  working  order.  It  says 
that  a  large  number  of  men  surrounded 
a  dwelling-house,  under  the  impression 
that  the  tenant  and  his  family,  who  had 
been  evicted,  were  in  the  habit  of  visit- 
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ing  it  at  night  as  a  plaoe  of  shelter. 
These  men  —  they  were  policemen — 
searched  the  place,  but  did  not  find  the 
man  there.  The  wife  and  children  were 
found  sheltering  in  the  house,  but  the 
man  was  spending  the  night  on  the 
mountain  side.  My  Qod,  is  it  not 
enough  to  turn  the  man  out  ?  Is  it  not 
enough  that  the  man  should  spend  his 
nights  upon  the  bleak  mountain  side, 
but  you  must  needs  send  him  to  prison 
for  giving  his  wife  the  only  shelter  he 
can  find  for  her — a  cabin  which  was  his 
own,  and  which  is  used  by  no  one  else  ? 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  have 
seen  men  and  women  with  families  of 
little  children,  this  winter  and  last  winter, 
in  the  midst  of  some  of  the  most  wretched 
weather  that  we  have  known  for  years, 
turned  out  of  places  in  which  they  have 
lived  for  years,  and  in  which  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  would  scorn  to  put  their 
dogs.  I  have  seen  these  people  living 
in  the  ditches  of  the  bleak  country-side, 
within  sight  of  what  were  their  homes. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  A  damned  pack 
of  assassins.  [Cries  of  *'  Name,  name ! "] 

Mb.  J.  F.  X.  O'BRIEN  (Mayo,  S.) : 
Name  away  !  name  away ! 

Mr.  DILLON  :  No  man  could,  for  a 
moment,  doubt  that  what  drove  those 
people  out  of  their  homes  was  absolute 
and  unquestionable  poverty.  And,  if 
that  be  true,  who  is  there  in  this  House 
who  can  deny  that  there  are  men  in  Ire- 
land who  have  no  bowels  of  compassion 
for  these  wretched  people,  and  yet  who 
have  the  sanction  of  your  laws  for  their 
doings  ?  You  refuse  us  this  small  con- 
cession. The  poor  starving  wretches 
who  crawl  into  their  own  homes  at 
nipfht,  or  put  their  wives  and  children 
into  their  cabins,  and  themselves  go  and 
lie  out  in  the  ditches,  you  wish  to  have 
dragged  off  for  12  months'  imprisonment 
with  hard  labour.  Do  you  grant  us  no 
concession  on  behalf  of  these  people  ? 
Do  you  give  your  sanction  to  scenes  like 
those  which  have  been  described  to  you  ? 
You  can  weep  crocodile's  tears  over  the 
Glenbeigh  evictions ;  but  we  who  live  in 
Ireland  know  that  hardly  a  day  goes  by 
that  deeds  are  not  done  as  black  as  those 
of  Glenbeigh.  Hardly  a  week  of  my 
life  has  passed,  when  I  have  been  living 
in  Ireland,  that  deedn  of  that  kind  have 
not  occurred.  The  Glenbeigh  case  be- 
came known  in  England  by  an  accident; 
because  the  fool  who  carried  out  the 
eviction  was  idiot  enough  to  pour  oil  on 
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the  roofs  of  the  people's  houses,  that  he 
might  bum  them  out.  «  What  difference 
did  it  make  to  the  people  that  their 
houses  were  burnt  ?  I  say  it  would  be  a 
mercy  to  these  people  to  burn  down 
their  houses.  Burn  the  houses  if  you 
like;  but  do  not  pass  these  plausible 
laws,  which  are  defended  by  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  talks  about 
armed  bands  taking  possession.  Let  me 
tell  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man that,  for  one  case  in  which  these 
armed  bands  take  possession  of  these 
miserable  holdings,  I  can  point  out  50 
cases  where,  instead  of  g^ing  with  arms 
in  their  hands,  these  poor  wretches  have 
crawled  back  to  their  homes,  unarmed, 
defenceless,  beggared,  starving,  and  in 
rags,  from  the  ill-treatment  of  your 
laws,  and  wishing  for  nothing  more  than 
to  be  sheltered  in  their  mi«0ry  from  the 
winter  weather.  And  yet  you  listen  to 
no  appeal  of  this  kind.  You  will  have 
this  clause  put  in  force  against  these  men, 
who  come  without  arms  in  their  hands. 
You  want  to  be  able  to  say  to  these 
poor  wretches — **Lie  in  your  ditches, 
and  if  you  dare  to  creep  back  into  your 
miserable  hovels  for  a  night's  shelter, 
Parliament  is  going  to  send  you  to 
prison." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  should  like  to 
say  just  one  word  more  before  this  Divi- 
sion is  taken.    I  wish  to  put  it  to  the 
conscience  of  every  invividual,  so  that 
he  cannot  say  he  was  voting  blindfold  in 
this  matter.  We  have  made  two  appeals 
to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.    We  no^w 
appeal  to  you,  sitting  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  who  are  their  masters  (the  Liberal 
Unionists).   We  ask  the  noble  Marqaess 
(the  Marquess  of  Hartington)  whether 
he  is  willing  to  allow  this  clause  to  he 
inserted  in  its  present  form  in  the  Bill  ? 
He    knows    that    the    tenants    on    lua 
father's  estates  in  the  district  of   Xaa* 
more,  in  the  county  of  Waterford»  ctre 
as  honest  a  people  as  there  are  in  the 
entire  world.    Now,  it  is  proposed   that 
if  one  of  those  tenants  is  put  out,  and 
goes  back  to  his  cabin  for  a  ni^hVa 
shelter — ^for  any  kind  of  shelter,    for    a 
dog's  shelter — or  even  if  he,  witlxovit 
force,  puts  his  wife  and  ohildrezi   l>ack 
into  the  miserable  hut  he  built  him^e^f 
or  where  he  has  lived  all  the  days  of  hla 
life,  ho  will  be  liable  to  be  sent  to  X^nson 
I  ask,  is  it  unreasonable  that  we  slioiild 
stand  up  in  this  House  and  mako    tlieee 
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appeab  to  men  xuider  oircumstances  of 
this  kind  ?  It  is  impossible ;  it  is  repugn- 
nant  to  the  feelings  of  men  that  such 
appeals  should  be  made  without  effect. 
And  all  I  can  say  is  that,  when  you  on 
the  lasfe  day  are  appealing  for  mercy  to 
One  above,  I  hope  that  you,  or  those  of 
you  who  are  opposing  this  Amendment, 
will  never  find  it 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — ^Ayes  118; 
Noes  237:  Majority  119.— (Div.  List, 
No.  179.)  [8.0  A.M.] 

The  chairman  :  The  decision  just 
arrived  at  rules  the  next  Amendment, 
No.  96. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,   N.) : 
That  being  so,  I  wish  to  ask  the  Qovern- 
fflent  if  they  have  any  objection  to  an 
Amendment  providing  that  unless  some 
question  of  title  should  arise  the  section 
should  not  apply  ?    I  asked  a  Question 
to-day  about  the  case  of  Kevil  against 
Xiog-Harman.     That  was  the  case  of  a 
tenant  being  prosecuted  for  taking  turf 
on  what  he  said  was  his  own  bog.     The 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land (Colonel  King-Harman)  contended 
that  it  was  his  bog,  and  the  magistrate 
insisted  upon  arbitrating  upon  the  case. 
The    case    was  taken  to    the  Queen's 
Bench,  and  the  magistrate's  decision  was 
ousted.      Here  you  give  absolute  dis- 
cretion to  the  magistrate.     No  question 
of  title  can  be  raised.     I  think  the  least 
we  can  get  from  the  Government,  seeing 
that  questions  of  title  will  arise,  is  that 
the  section  should  not  apply  until  the 
diapntes  have  been  settled.    I  had  a  case 
the  other  day  of  a  man  being  ousted 
from  a  wrong  holding.     There  was  a 
distinct    question  of  title  there.     I  had 
another  case  in  which  a  Captain  Fagan 
ousted  a  tenant  from  his  holding  with- 
out aoj  right  or  title  whatsoever.     The 
magistrate  who  would  be  a  friend  of 
Fagan  -w^ould,  under  this  section,  have 
given  the  man  six  months'  imprisonment 
for  goings  back.     I  think  when  questions 
ot  title  are  involved  we  should  get  the 
bmiefit  of   the  doubt.    Unless  the  Go- 
vernment  mean  to  pass  this  Bill    by 
mere  brute   force  they  will  accept  the 
words  which  I  propose. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
38,  after  the  word  "  thereof,"  to  insert 
the  words,  ''  unless  a  question  of  title  is 
miaed."— (ifr.  T.  M.  Mealy.) 


Question  proposed,  ^'  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  pob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  hope  the  Committee  will  con- 
sider for  a  few  moments  the  Amendment 
which  has  been  proposed  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman.  It  would  have 
the  effect  of  inciting  persons  to  take 
possession  of  land  by  violence  if  any 
question  of  title  was  raised.  The  cases  put 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  this  section. 
If  a  Sheriff  removes  a  man  from  land 
improperly,  the  Sheriff  is  liable  to  be 
sued  and  mulcted  in  heavy  damages. 
That  has  nothing  to  do  with  forcible 
possession.  Forcible  possession  means 
that  a  person,  by  employing  force,  takes 
possession  of  land  which  he  has  no  right 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of  himself.  [  Cries  of^  *  Order ! "] 
I  repeat,  he  ought  to  be  ashamed  to  make 
such  a  statement.  [Cries  of  **  Name  !  " 
and  **  Order!"]  1  am  perfectly  in 
Order.  I  say  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  ought  to  be  ashamed  to  make 
a  statement  of  that  character  in  this 
House,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  cases 
I  have  mentioned  occurred  only  the  other 
day,  and  ought  to  be  within  his  official 
cognizance.  To  tell  me  that  a  Court  of 
Law  is  open  to  a  man  who  has  been 
evicted,  a  man  who  is  nothing  more  than 
a  pauper,  is  absurd.  A  man  who  has 
not  a  cow,  or  even  a  goat  to  be  seized, 
has  a  right  of  action  against  Her 
Majesty's  Government  and  Her  Majesty's 
Sheriffs  !  I  suppose  stuff  of  that  kind 
is  good  enough  to  go  down  with  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  Of  course,  at  3 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  hour  for 
common  sense  has  passed  by.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  thinks  that  anything 
is  good  enough  for  supporters  who  will 
neither  listen  to  argument,  logic,  pity, 
nor  common  sense.  [Laughter  J\  I  hope 
these  laughs  and  sneers  at  the  miseries 
of  the  poor  people  of  Ireland  will  be  re- 
membered oy  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees, to  whom  we  must  all  bow. 
The  question  we  are  raising  now  is  the 
question  of  the  poor,  the  question  of  the 
evicted  people,  the  question  of  the  men 
who  have  nothing  at  all.  It  is  not  a 
question  of  taking  forcible  possession. 

[Twelfth  Ni<fM.'] 


1007 


Crimmal  Law 


{COMMONS}    Amendment  {Ireland)  Bitt.    1008 


Sir,  I  cannot  use  Parliamontary  language 
to  describe  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman.  No  force 
of  any  kind  is  required,  no  force  is  ever 
used,  and  there  has  not  been  in  Ireland 
since  1880 — I  will  admit  that  seven  years 
ago,  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Forster,  there 
were  oases  of  taking  forcible  possession 
— since  1880  there  have  been  no  cases 
of  taking  forcible  possession.  I  chal- 
lenge the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
to  put  his  finger  upon  a  case  of  taking 
forcible  possession  for  the  last  seven 
years.  The  Government  are  trading  on 
the  ignorance  of  the  Committee,  in  the 
interest  of  the  most  contemptible  class 
of  men  which  ever  cursed  or  disgraced 
a  nation. 

Mb.  ANDERSON  (Elgin  and  Nairn) : 
Certainly,  Sir,  I  have  listened  to  the 
statement  of  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  with  profound  astonishment.     I 
venture  to  appeal  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  (Sir  Richard  Webster)  sitting 
next  to  him,  because  I  know  from  ex- 
perience that  he  knows  that  what  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  has  stated 
is     utterly    wrong.      Everybody    who 
knows  anything  of  law  in  this  country 
knows  that  when  a  question  of  title  is 
raised  it  is  a  universal  rule  that  a  ma- 
gistrate has  no  jurisdiction.    The  Attor- 
ney General  knows  perfectly  well  that 
that  is  the  rule  of  this  country — that  the 
moment  an  ejectment  or  turning  out  is 
challenged  the  jurisdiction  of  a  magis- 
trate cease?.     And  yet,  forsooth,  the  Go- 
vernment get  up  and  say  that  they  will 
not  make  a  concession  which  is  only  in 
conformity  with  the  ordinary  law  of  this 
country  !     I  suppose  they  do  so  because 
they  are  anxious  upon  asserting  and 
canying  out  to  its  bitter  end  this  cruel 
section.    I  am  astonished  at  the  tone  in 
which  this  debate  is  conducted  by  the 
supporters  of  the  Government.    [J/tww- 
terial   cheers,']     You  have  forgotten  a 
great  deal  of  what  you  heard  yesterday 
at  St.  Margaret's  Church.     The  lesson 
has  been  thrown  away  on  the  whole  of 
you  ;  you  know  it  perfectly  well.  [Cries 
o/"Oh,  oh!"]    Yes;  I  say  it,  and  I 
say  it  because  I  mean  it.  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied  that  every  hon.  and  learned 
Member  opposite  will  agree  with  me  in 
my  statement  of  the  law.    Do  not  let 
anyone  suppose  I  get  up  to  state  what  I 
do  not  know.    I  say  what  I  feel.    When 
our  proceedings  become  known  out-of- 
doors,   the    country  will  feel  you  are 
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forcing  down  this  cruel  section  with  all 
the  cruelty  you  can  put  into  it.  Not- 
withstanding the  appeals  you  have  heard 
on  behalf  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  you 
sit  there  unmoved,  occasionally  jeering 
and  sneering  at  what  is  said.  [  Cries  of 
"Order!"]  The  conduct  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's  Government  and  their  supporters 
does  them  very  little  credit. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (St.  Pancras,  E.) :  I 
rise  to  a  point  of  Order,  Sir.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  does  nothing  but  talk  to  this 
side  of  the  House,  very  unwarrantably, 
in  my  opinion. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  :  I  do  not  wonder 
the  hon.  Member  is  impatient.  He  and 
those  who  sit  with  him  are  tongue-tied 
in  this  debate.  They  are  burning,  I 
know,  to  speak  their  true  feelings — to 
get  up  and  repudiate  the  action  of  their 
own  Government.  I  hope  the  Attorney 
General  will  say  something  upon  this 
Amendment,  because  I  am  satisfied  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  has  not 
placed  the  matter  fairly  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) :  I 
am  sorry  to  say  I  am  obliged  to  state, 
most  distinctly,  that  there  is  no  law  in 
England  which  would  apply  in  the  sense, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  indicated  by 
the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Anderson).  I  re- 
gret that  I  should  have  heard  such  state- 
ments made  under  a  misconception  of 
this  section.  This  section  provides  that 
a  person  may  be  prosecuted  before  a 
Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction,  if  he — 

"  Within  twelve  months  after  the  execution 
of  any  writ  of  possession  of  any  house  or  land 
shall  wrongfully  take  or  hold  forcible  poesessioii 
of  such  house  or  land  or  any  part  thereof." 

No  question  of  title  could  then  be  raised, 
and  no  question  of  title  which  could 
then  be  raised  would  be  any  bar  to  any 
proceedings,   because    the  questioix    of 
title  would  have  been  determined  under 
the  writ  of  possession.  There  is  no  pi 
vision  in  any  Statute  which  would  bMa 
any  question  of  title  then  raised  to   l>e 
any  bar. 

The  FIEST  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  claim  to  move,  *  •  !Fhat 
the  Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put  accordingly,  "That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR:  Your  con- 
duct  is  disgraceful. 
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Thk  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
Unless  lion.  Gentlemen  are  able  more 
respectfully  to  restrain  themselves  I 
shall  be  obliged  to  take  notice  of  their 
eooduot.  

8iE  TREVOR  LAWRENCE  (speak- 
ing from  his  seat,  and  with  head 
coyered) :  Mr.  Courtney,  I  wish  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Cork  (Dr.  Tanner)  has 
called  me  and  other  hon.  Members 
"damned  cowards." 

Thb  chairman  :  I  heard  no  such 
expression.  It  is  extremely  awkward 
and  inconvenient  to  take  notice  of  state- 
ments which  are  only  reported  in  dis- 
cossion,  although  reported,  no  doubt,  in 

Srfeot  good  faith.  I  hope  the  hon. 
ember,  whoever  he  be,  who  is  so  im- 
pugned, will  withdraw  the  statement,  or 
disavow  having  made  it. 

8iK  TREVOR  LAWRENCE :  It  was 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Cork. 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Member 
for  Mid  Cork,  I  hope,  will  either  dis- 
avow or  withdraw  the  statement. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) 
(speaking  from  the  Cross  Benches  on 
the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House) :  In 
the  first  place,  Sir,  I  wish  to  say  that, 
as  usual,  I  have  been  misquoted.  I  dis- 
UncHy  used  the  words  '*  damned  cowards, ' ' 
and  I  applied  them  to  the  whole  crowd 
of  men  on  this  side  of  the  House.  I 
said  it,  and  I  would  say  it  again,  only  I 
would  not  be  in  Order ;  therefore  I  will 
irithdraw  it. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  239; 
Noes  108:  Majority  131.— (Div.  List, 
No.  180.)  [3.20  A.M.] 

Question  put,  '^  That  those  words  be 
there  inserted." 

The  Committee  (f«riV^i; — ^Ayes  111; 
Noes  240:  Majority  129.--(Div.  List, 
No.  181.)  [3.30  a.m.] 

« 

Thb   first  LORD  of  thb  TREA-  ' 
BURY  (Mr.   W.   H.   Smith)   (Strand,  I 
Westminster) :  I  claim  now  to  move  the 
Quastioii — 

''ThAt  the  words  *  or  {e)  shall  assault,  or  wil- 
faUj  and  unlawfully  resist  or  obstruct,  any 
AmSy  oonatable,  bailiff,  process  server,  or 
other  miniater  of  the  law,  while  in  the  execu- 
tion of  hia  daty,  or  shall  assault  him  in  conse- 
qoenee  of  aoch  ezecation,'  stand  part  of  the 
Clause^  be  now  put." 

He.  DUXON  (Mayo,  K) :  I  have  an 
Amendment  of  an  important  character 


on  the  Paper,  which  I  desire  to  move.  I 
would  ask  your  ruling,  Sir,  as  to  whether 
I  can  move  it  ?    [  Cries  of  **  Order  !  "J 

Question  put  accordingly,  ''That  the 
Question  he  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided:  —Ayes  244  ; 
Noes  109:  Majority  135.— (Div.  List, 
No.  182.)  [3.45  A.M.] 

Question  put, 

"  That  the  words  *  or  (c)  shall  assault,  or  wil- 
fully and  unlawfully  resist  or  obstruct,  any 
sheriff,  constable,  bailiff,  process  server,  or 
other  minister  of  the  law,  while  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  daty,  or  shall  assault  him  in  conse- 
quence of  such  execution,*  stand  part  of  the 
01 


ause. 


The  Committee  divided: — Aves  244  ; 
Noes  111:  Majority  133.— (Div.  List, 
No.  183.)  L^.O  A.M.] 

The  CaiEP  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manchester, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  move  the  omission  of  the 
words  from  **person,"  inline  1,  page  3, 
to  *'any,"  in  fine  3,  inclusive. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
1,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  **  person" 
to  the  word  "any"  in  line  3,  inclusive.— 
(3fr.  A.  J,  Balfour.) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  the  words 
'  person  who  shall  commit  any  offence 

Sunishable  under  the  Whiteboy  Acts  as 
efined  by  this  Act,'  stand  part  of  the 

Clause." 

# 

Mr.  henry  H.  fowler  ( Wolver- 
hampton,  E.) :  I  wish  now,  10  minutes 
past  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  whe- 
ther he  does  not  think  sufficient  progress 
has  been  made— [Cn>«o/'**No,  no!"] — 
with  this  Bill  in  the  course  of  this  even- 
ing ?  I  have  no  wish  to  delay  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Bill ;  but  the  House  has 
been  now  sitting  for  12  hours,  and  you, 
Sir,  yourself,  have  been  10  hours  in  the 
Chair.  That  is  a  great  strain  upon  the 
physical  and  mental  powers  of  any  man, 
not  even  excepting  yourself.  Many  of 
us— I  for  one— have  been  engaged  in 
and  about  this  House  since  1  o'clock 
yesterday;  and,  inasmuch  as  there  is 
other  Business  of  importance  to  be  taken, 
I  think  we  are  justified  in  suggesting  to 
the  Qovernment  that  Progress  should  be 
now  reported.  In  reference  to  the  par- 
ticular Amendment  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee, that,  of  course,  is  moved  in  ac- 
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oordance  with  a  promise  made  earlier  in 
the  evening,  and  to  it  there  can  be  no 
objection,  especially  as  I  understand  the 
Government  are  willing  to  reconsider 
what  offences  under  the  Whiteboy  Acts 
should  be  included  in  this  clause.  With 
reference  to  Sub-section  5,  which  is  the 
only  remaining  sub-section  of  the  clause, 
I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  stated 
earlier  in  the  evening  that  there  were  some 
Amendments  worthy  of  discussion,  and 
the  discussion  of  which  would  take  some 
little  time.  I  think  I  may  ask  hon. 
Members  to  rise  for  a  moment  above  the 
excitement  and  fever-heat  to  which  they 
have  reached.  [^Ironical  cheers,']  Hon. 
Gentlemen  may  jeer  at  that  remark;  but 
they  must  candidly  confess  that  the  frame 
of  mind  in  which  the  Committee  has  been 
for  some  time  past  does  not  tend  to  a 
favourable  and  impartial  consideration 
of  Amendments.  There  is  a  fair  case  to 
ask  the  Government  that  Progress  should 
now  be  reported,  and  that  the  remaining 
Business  on  the  Paper  should  be  pro- 
ceeded  with 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  fully  recognize  the  ex- 
tremely fair  spirit  in  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  approached  this 
question ;  but  I  think  I  also  may  claim 
to  deal  with  the  matter  before  the  Com- 
mittee in  an  equally  fair  and  candid 
spirit.  I  am  very  sorry  indeed  it  should 
have  been  necessary  to  keep  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen sitting  here  till  so  late  an  hour. 
I  had  hoped  we  might  have  got  through 
the  Business  of  the  evening  before  this. 
There  is  an  understanding  that  these 
words  should  be  omitted;  surely  they 
should  not  be  the  occasion  of  any  debate 
at  all.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  tho- 
roughly admits  that.  Then  we  come  to 
Sub-section  5.  There  is  a  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  meet 
the  views  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
with  regard  to  the  Amendment  he  has 
on  the  Paper.  That  being  the  case,  and 
seeing  that  we  really  have  got  very 
nearly  to  the  end  of  the  clause,  it  does 
seem  to  me  we  should  lose  time,  instead 
of  gaining  it,  if  we  reported  Progress 
now.  I  think  that  with  moderation, 
good  temper,  and  good  feeling,  we  may 
be  able  to  complete  our  work,  work 
which  I  had  hoped  we  should  have  com- 
pleted earlier  without  any  undue  strain 
upon  yourself,  Sir,  or  any  officers  of  the 

Mr,  Henry  H,  Fowler 


House.  I  will  take  no  contentious  Busi- 
ness after  this  clause  is  reported. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N) : 
The  desire  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  be  courteous  we  must  all  admit ;  but 
I  did  not  gather  from  his  remarks  that 
the  Government  will  assent  to  the  Motion 
to  report  Progress  after  the  omission  of 
Sub-section  4  is  agreed  to.  The  5th 
sub-section  relates  to  matters  of  great 
importance,  and,  therefore,  it  is  not 
right  it  should  be  forced  on  at  this 
hour. 

Me.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  thought  I  had 
explained  myself.  It  appears  to  me  to 
be  reasonable  that  we  should  take  the 
clause,  seeing  that  we  are  prepared  to 
meet  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  East  Wolverhampton  (Mr. 
Henry  H.  Fowler)  in  the  Amendment 
he  desires  to  move. 

Sir    UGHTRED    KAY-SHUTTLE- 
worth  (Lancashire,  Clitheroe) :  I  hope 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  excuse 
my    expressing    myself   very    strongly 
on    this    subject.      We  feel    that    the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  and   learned 
Gentleman  the  late  Attorney  General 
(Sir  Charles  Russell)  demands  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Committee,  and  that  it 
is  impossible  at  this  hour  (4.15) — in  fact, 
I  think  it  would  be  impossible  at  any 
hour  after  12  o'clock — to  do  justice  to 
such   an  important  Amendment.     The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  will  remembec 
that  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  drew 
most  especial  attention  to  this  sub-sec- 
tion of  the  clause  in  the  speech  whieb. 
he  made  on  the  second  reading  of   the 
Bill.     This    has    always    been  felt    by 
Members  on  this  side  of  the  House    to 
be  one  of  the  most  contentious  points  in. 
the  Bill ;  and,  therefore,  I  hope  he  ^vrill 
not  insist  upon  taking  the  dth  sub -sec- 
tion this  morning.     I  can  quite  under- 
stand the  right  hon.  Gentleman  feeling 
it  is  important  to  get  to  a  certain  portion 
of  the  Bill  at  this  Sitting ;  but,  ns   re* 
gards  the  5th  sub  section,  it  waa    snK-- 
gested  by  the  right  hon.  GentlemLa.n  tbe 
Member    for    Newcastle     (Mr.       Jobn 
Morley),  earlier  in  the  evening,  tb.itt  that 
was  a  point  at  which  the  GoTernment 
might  stop.    The  5th  sub-section  Btands 
in  a  very  different  category  to  tHe   rest 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  Perseveres 
with  the  sub-section,  I  shaU  feel    l>onnd 
to   utter  the   strongest  protest     ij^    j-^ 
power  against  such  a   proceedixv^*      X 
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trast  the  Government  will  not  go  be- 
yond the  Amendment  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  has  just  moved. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  I  have  a 
suggestion  to  make  which  may  possibly 
meet   the  views    of    the    Government. 
There  cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt  that 
Sub-section  5  is  not  only  novel  in  its  cha- 
racter, but  is  of  the  most  serious  and 
wide-reaching  character.    To  lay  down 
the  proposition  that  this  Committee  is 
to  be  called  upon  to  pass  into  law  such 
a  provision  as  that,  which  will  practically 
leave  the  entire  Press  of  Ireland  at  the 
mercy  of  the  magistrates,  is  most  extra- 
ordinary, and  unprecedented  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  House.   This  clause  has 
been  ur^ed  through  the  Committee  at  a 
rate  which  we  certainly  consider  to  be 
most  unjust  and  unfair  to  us.     It  has 
been  the  custom  to  discuss  at  considerable 
length,    even    after    they  have    passed 
through  Committee,  clauses  of  such  a 
complicated  character  as  this;  and  the 
proposal  I  have  to  make  is  that  if  the 
Government  can  see  their  way  to  aban- 
doning the  5th  sub-section,  we  shall  not 
offer  any  further  opposition  to  the  pass- 
ing of  the  clause.    This  is  a  sub-section 
of  a  most  extraordinary  character,  and, 
as  has  already  been  pointed  out,  there 
is  an  important  Amendment  to  it  on  the 
Paper  io  the  name  of  the  late  Attorney 
Geoeral  (Sir  Charles  BusseU),  who  has 
a  claim  even  upon  the  present  Govern- 
ment to  have  his  Amendment  discussed. 
Surely  it  is  very   strange  the  Govern- 
ment are  in  such  a  hurry  that  they  will 
not  allow  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man to  move  an  Amendment  to  which 
he  has  already  stated  in  the  House  he 
attaches  the  utmost  importance.  I  think 
I  see  a  way  in  which  the  difficulty  can 
be  got  orer,  and  that  is  by  the  Govern- 
ment agreeing  to  omit  the  sub- section. 
The  willingness  of  the  Government  to 
meet  the  Tiews  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man   the    Member   for    East  Wolver- 
hampioa  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)  in  the 
Amendment  he  has  to  the  sub- section, 
affords  ua  very  little  consolation  indeed. 
£v0n  with  the  words  omitted,  we  should 
be  landed  in  the  old  squabble  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  words.    The  offer  of  the 
Pirst    Liord    of  the  Treasury  is  quite 
illusory ;  and  to  enable  the  Government 
to  state  their  views  on  the  matter  I  beg 
to  moTe  that  Progress  be  reported. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  jU%t  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 


and    ask   leave    to    sit    afl:ain."—f  If r. 
Dillon.)  ^  ^ 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  We  really  can- 
not  agree  to  the  Motion  to  report  Pro- 
gress now,  whatever  course  may  be 
forced  upon  us  at  a  later  period.  The 
words  to  be  omitted  are  words  which  the 
whole  Committee  desires  to  omit ;  and, 
therefore,  it  would  be  unreasonable  that 
we  should  not  at  least  make  progress 
so  far  as  their  omission  is  concerned. 

Mr.     henry    H.    fowler  :    I 
should  like  to  say,  in  reference  to  the 
offer  with  regard  to  my  Amendment, 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  overlooked 
the  previous  Amendment  standing  in  the 
name  of  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the    Member  for  South  Hackney  (Sir 
Charles  Russell)^  which  is  to  leave  out 
the   whole  sub-section.     Of  course,  my 
Amendment  is  based  on  the  hypothesis— 
perhaps  a  correct  one — that  the  Com- 
mittee will  reject  the  Amendment  of  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend.     Having  re- 
gard to  the  position  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend    occupies    in    the    House,    and 
to  the  fact  that   on   the   second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill  he  particularly  stated 
that    he    meant    to    raise    the    whole 
Press  question  on  this  clause,  I  appeal 
to  the  Government  not  to  proceed  with 
the  5th  sub -section  to-night.     I  quite 
agree  with  what  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  has  said  with 
respect  to  not  reporting  Progress  now. 
Let  us  omit  the  words  in  question,  and 
then  let  the  5th  sub-sectioa  stand  over, 
so  that  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  may 
submit  his  Amendment. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  would  be 
impossible  for  us  to  accept  the  sugges- 
tion made  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)— 
namely,  that  we  should  purchase  the 
passing  of  this  clause  by  the  sacrifice  of 
the  5th  sub-section.  To  that  sub-section 
we  attach  great  importance,  and  we 
would  not  willingly  abandon  it.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
East  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  Henry  H. 
Fowler)  has  adverted  to  the  fact  that 
this  sub-section  is  one  on  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  late  Attorney 
General  (Sir  Charles  Russell)  desires  to 
move  an  Amendment.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  announced,  in  his 
speech  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  that  the  Amendment  to  which  he 
attaches  special  importance  raises  the 
whole    Press    question.     I    regret    as 
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mueh  as  anybody  that  we  are  driven 
by  the  course  which  has  been  pursued 
by  certain  Gentlemen  in  this  House  to 
discuss  anything,  however  trivial,  at 
this  hour  of  the  morning  (4.30) ;  but  we 
musty  after  all,  choose  the  lesser  of  two 
evils.  It  may  be  better  for  us  to  choose 
to  discuss  matters  at  an  hour  when  we 
would  all  be  better  in  bed  than  to  allow 
Public  Business  to  be  indefinitely  and 
hopelessly  prolonged. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  :  I  do  not  think  the  Govern- 
ment can  properly  understand  the  offer 
we  make  to  them.  "We  think  we  are 
making  a  concession  in  assenting  to  the 
postponement  of  the  5th  sub-section. 
The  Eeport  stage  undoubtedly  gives  the 
Government  a  great  advantage,  because 
on  Beport  a  Member  is  only  allowed  to 
speak  once. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  We  promised 
to  re-commit  the  Bill,  if  there  is  any 
alteration  of  any  importance. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR:  I  do  not 
think  there  was  any  desire  on  these 
Benches  to  oppose  the  Motion  made  by 
the  Chief  Secretary  before  the  Motion 
for  reporting  Progress  was  made.  We 
are  all  agreed  upon  the  desirability  of 
omitting  at  once  the  4th  sub-section ;  what 
we  now  want  is  this — ^that  the  Chief 
Secretary  should  also  postpone  the  5th 
Bttb-section,  especially  m  the  absence  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  South  Hackney  (Sir  Charles 
Russell.)  If  to  that  question  we  get  a 
simple  answer — and  the  answer  can  be 
simple — our  future  course  of  action  will  be 
decided.  We  cannot  think  the  Govern- 
ment wish  to  be  so  unreasonable  as  to 
press  this  sub-section  in  the  absence  of 
its  chief  opponent.  If  the  Government 
give  us  a  satisfactory  answer  as  regards 
the  5th  sub-section  I  have  just  heard 
that  the  Motion  to  report  Progress  will 
be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  gather  from  the  few 
observations  which  fell  from  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  that  he  contemplates  reporting 
Progress  after  the  omission  of  these 
words,  because  he  said  "  whatever 
course  we  may  be  forced  to  adopt.''  I 
do  not  understand  what  the  position  of 
the  Government  is,  because  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  plainly  indicated — 
at  least,  that  was  the  impression  he  con- 
veyed to  me — that  the  Government 
would  be  willing  to  report  Progress  at 

Mr.  A.  /.  Balfour 


some  stage  before  the  clause  was  taken. 
I  am  quite  prepared  to  withdraw  my  Mo- 
tion to  report  Progress  if  the  Gt>vernment 
will  assure  us  that  they  will  report  Pro- 
gress after  the  present  Amendment  is  dis- 
posed of,  and  before  the  5  th  sub-section 
is  taken.     What  I  object  to  is  that  the 
5th  sub-section  should  be  taken  without 
adequate  discussion,  and  in  the  absence 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  South  Hackney  (Sir  Charles 
Russell).     It  would  be  a  disgrace  and  a 
shame  if  no  discussion  were  allowed  upon 
such  an  Amendment  as  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  has  placed  upon  the 
Paper.     Before  I  sit  do  ^n  I  desire  to 
protest  most  earnestly  against  the  state- 
ment of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland. 
I  absolutely  deny  that  there  has  been, 
during  this  night,  any  obstruction  what- 
ever, or  even  prolongation  of  debate,  on 
these  Benches.     I  do  not  know  what 
opinion  may  exist  as  to  the  proceedings 
of  other  nights ;  but  I  completely  deny 
that  there  has  been  any  obstruction  to« 
night,  and  I  have,  on  previous  occasions, 
seen  debates  drawn  out  to  very  great 
lengths  upon  subjects  of  infinitesimal 
importance  compared  with  the  clause 
we  have  been  discussing  to-night.     I 
think  it  is  a  great  pity  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  is  responsible  for 
the  government  of  Ireland,    and  wlio 
ought  to  do  what  he  considers  to  be 
necessary  in  as  inoffensive  a  maimer  as 
he  can,  should  have  used  an  expression 
which  he  must  know  he  ought  not  to 
have  used,  and  which,  at  all  events,  must 
inevitably  make  his  task  more  difficult 
in  Ireland.    When  he  insults  us,  he  will 
invariably  find  his  path  bestrewed  w^itli 
difficulties.     [Laughter,']    It  is  all  very 
well  to  laugh,  but  man  after  maa  lias 
broken  down  in  the  attempt  to  govern 
Ireland.  It  is  no  laughing  matter  a.t  all, 
and  it  is  a  foolish  thing,  and  an  unwise 
thing,  and  a  sad  thing,  to  see  aa  Xrisb. 
Chief  Secretary  begin  his  task,  whicli  is 
no  joke  for  any  man,  by  sneering  ctt  aud 
insulting  the  Irish  Representatiyetu 

Mr.  T.  M.  he ALY  :  Surely  the  GK>- 
vernment  might  honour  us  witlx  a,  few 
words  in  reply.  An  hon.  Friend  of  mine 
made  a  mistake  in  regard  to  tide  Xrisli 
Chief  Secretary.  We  know  upon  the 
authority  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Central 
Leeds  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour)  tHat  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr,  A..  J^  Bal- 
four) only  took  the  position  o£  Irish 
Chief  Secretary  because  he  des^i^^^  ^^^ 
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Irish  soil— [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour:  When 
was  that  said  ?]  In  this  House  to  an 
hoD.  Member  of  this  House. 
DR.TANNEE(MidOork):  Swallow  it. 
The  chairman  :  I  heard  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Cork  make  use  of  a 
most  offensive  observation.  I  call  upon 
him  to  withdraw  the  observation. 

Dr.  TANNBR  (sitting  in  his  place, 
and  raising  his  hat) :  Certainly,  Sir. 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man  will  rise  in  his  place  and  withdraw 
the  observation. 

Dr.  tanner  (rising) :  Certainly,  if 
you  wish  it. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  rise  to  Order, 
Sir.  I  ask  you  whether  the  manner  in 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  withdraws 
the  observation  is  one  which  is  conducive 
to  the  dignity  of  this  House  ?  He  simply 
Bays  he  will  withdraw  it  if  you  wish  it, 
and  expresses  no  regret  for  the  use  of 
the  language. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  May  I  suggest 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  that  seeing  that 

these  are  onlv  informal  matters 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Cork  must  express  his 
regret. 

Dr.    TANNER:    Certainly,    Sir;    I 
thought  I  had  already  clearly  expressed 
my  regret.    If  you  wish  it  I  withdraw. 
The  chairman  :  I  wish  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Cork  to  understand 
that  it  is  a  duty  he  owes  to  the  Com- 
mittee not  onlv  to  abstain  from  the  use 
of  offensive  observations,  but  to  apolo- 
gize for  the  one  he  has  just  used. 
Dr.  tanner  :  Certainly,  Sir. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  They  are  not  so 
very  delicate  to  us,  when  they  continue 
in  this  manner.     On  the  point  at  which 
we  have  arrived  we  are  asking  for   a 

rery  reasonable  concession • 

Mr.  BYRON  REED  (Bradford,  E.) : 
I  call  jour  attention,  Sir,  to  the  fact  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Cork  (Dr. 
Tanner)  immediately  repeated  the  offen- 
sive expression. 

Ama&Ai.  MAYNE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest) :  I  beg  to  confirm  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Bradford. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND  (Fermanagh, 
K.) :  I  must  say  I  was  sitting  imme- 
diatdy  in  front  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  dork,  and  was  in  a  position  to  hear 
what  he  said,  and  I  absolutely  deny  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  Members  opposite. 


Mb.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  I  am  in  a  position,  Sir,  to  do 
the  same. 

The  chairman  :  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Cork  (Dr.  Tanner) 
himself  whether  he  avows  or  disavows 
having  repeated  the  expression  ?  I  must 
ask  whether  he  disavows  having  repeated 
the  expression  ? 

Db.  TANNER:  Certainly,  Sir ;  I  rise 
to  say 

The  chairman  :  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Cork  whether  he 
disavows  having  repeated  the  observa- 
tion? 

Db.  tanner  :  Yes,  of  course.  There 
has  been  another  mistake  made  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite — I  never  said 
anything  of  the  sort. 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  I  would  point 
out  that  in  the  first  instance  no  mistake 
was  made  by  any  hon.  Member.  I  heard 
the  remark  myself. 

Db.  tanner  :  Can  I  disavow  what  I 
did  not  say  ?  I  state  that  I  did  not  re- 
peat the  expressiion,  and,  of  course,  I 
cannot  disavow  what  I  did  not  say. 

Mb.  p.  stanhope  (Wednesbury) : 
I  am  in  a  position  to  state  exactly  what 
the  hon.  Gentleman  said.  He  was  asked 
by  an  hon.  Gentleman  behind  him  to 
state  what  was  the  observation  which  he 
said  which  was  considered  offensive  to 
the  Committee,  and  for  which  he  ex- 

Sressed  his  apologies.  He  told  the  hon. 
[ember  quietly  what  the  observation 
was,  and  the  answer  he  made  was  im- 
mediately taken  up  by  hon.  Members 
opposite  as  being  a  repetition  of  the 
offensive  language. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  matter  can 
now  come  to  a  close. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  am  afraid  that 
this  incident  shows  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment the  undesirability — in  fact  the 
hopelessness— of  pretending  to  conduct 
debate  in  the  condition  in  which  hon. 
Members  find  themselves.  I  would  sub- 
mit that  it  is  unfair  to  ask  us  to  debate 
this  sub-section,  which  places  the  peace 
of  the  country  at  the  mercy  of  two 
Executive  characters  at  so  late  an  hour 
of  the  morning.  [^Interruption,']  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  talk  amongst  them- 
self  in  a  loud  tone  in  order  that  none  of 
us  may  be  heard,  and  they  consider  that 
they  conduct  debates  in  a  reasonable 
way.  I  should  consider  that  this  Motion 
should  be  withdrawn,  if  we  could  get 
from  Her  Majesty's  Government  a  state- 
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ment  that  they  do  not  intend  to  press 
this  important  sub-section  to-night.  I 
think  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
was  on  the  point  of  making  a  concession 
to  us  when  the  unpleasant  incident 
which  has  just  terminated  arose.  There 
has  been  so  much  unpleasantness  to-day 
that  it  might  be  desirable,  after  all,  when 
you  are  dealing  with  a  large  Party, 
assisted  as  it  is  by  the  sympathy  of 
other  hon.  Gj-entlemen,  and  when  you 
have  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper  to  be 
proposed  by  the  late  Attorney  General 
for  England,  it  is  desirable,  I  say,  and 
it  is  due  to  the  position  of  that 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  that  you 
should  give  a  little  time  before  bringing 
this  clause  to  a  termination.  I  do  appeal 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  to 
say  that  after  this  Amendment  is  dis- 
posed of  he  would  be  disposed  not  to 
insist  upon  further  progress  being  made 
with  the  Bill. 

Me.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  think  it  would 
be  much  more  convenient  if  the  Com- 
mittee took  the  Business  in  the  order  in 
which  it  stands  upon  the  Paper.  If  we 
disposed  of  the  Amendment  now  before 
the  Committee,  it  would  then  be  fitting 
to  consider  the  suggestion  as  to  when 
the  Amendment  of  tbe  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  South 
Hackney  should  be  entered  upon. 

Mb.  DILLON :  Under  those  circum- 
stances I  withdraw  my  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdraion. 

Original  Question  put,  and  negatived; 
words  struck  out  accordingly. 

Me.  henry  H.  fowler  (Wolver- 
hampton, E.) :  I  would  now  repeat  my 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  and  I  put  it  specially  on  the 
ground  of  what  is  fair  to  this  side  of 
the  Committee,  and  of  what  is  fair  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  South  Hackney  (Sir  Charles 
Russell).  I  move,  Sir,  that  you  report 
Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {^Mir. 
Henry  H,  Fowler.) 

Me.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  cannot  say 
that  I  think  the  ground  upon  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  makes  this  Motion 
is  a  sufficient  one.  I  do  not  want  to  do 
anything  at  any  time,  either  in  Com* 
mittee  or  in  the  House,  which  appears 

Mr.  T.  M.  Sealy 


to  be  unreasonable;    but,  surely,  the 
hon.  and   learned  Member  for   South 
Hackney  should  have  been  in  his  place. 
He  has  not  been  present  on  the  Com- 
mittee, unless  I  am  very  much  mistaken, 
during  the  whole  evening;  and  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  feels  that 
the  Motion  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man has  to  make  is  an  important  one, 
I  do  not  know   anyone  who  is  more 
capable  of  doing  justice  to  it  than  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself.    I  am 
sure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  argu- 
ments in  support  of  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  and  learned    Gentleman  the 
Member  for  South  Hackney  would  be 
as  good  as  any  which  could  be  urged 
against  the  sub-section.     It  does  seem 
to  me  a  great  misfortune  that  we  should 
have  now  an  Amendment  thrown  in  the 
way  of  the  completion  of  this  clause.   It 
seems  to  me  unreasonable  that  a  further 
delay  should  be  asked  for,  when  the 
Committee    has    fully    considered    the 
whole  question,  and  when  it  is,  I  think, 
in  a  position  to  dispose  of  the  most  im- 
portant question  remaining  on  the  Paper 
in  a  very  short  time.    As  I  understand 
it,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  is 
prepared  to  make  the  Motion  himself. 
If  he  does  we  will  accept  it  in  that  way, 
and  meet  him  in  a  reasonable  manner. 
He  is  aware  that  on  the  Report  stage 
he  can  move  this  Amendment;  but  1 
must  say  it  is  rather  hard  that  in  a  full 
Committee,  ready  and  disposed  to  enter 
into  the  consideration  of  these  questions 
-  ["  No,  no  1 "]     Well,  with  the  excep- 
tion   of    hon.   Gentlemen    opposite— X 
would  say  in  a  full  Committee,  ready 
and  disposed  to  go  on  with  the  Business, 
I  think  it  is  hard  that  we  should  now  be 
prevented  in  finishing  the  clause  which. 
we  very  reasonably  asked  to  be  allo'wed 
to  finish    at  an    early  period  of     the 
evening. 

Mr.  BROADHURST   (Nottingham. 
W.) :  I  do  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  opposite  will  let  his  better  nature 
prevail.     I  apprehend  that  the  fact  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  (Sir  Charles 
Russell)  is  not  present  to  move  his  A.ixieQd- 
ment  may  very  well  be  accounted  £or  hy 
the  extraordinary  progress  we  have  made 
this  evening.     [^Lavghter.']    I  think  that 
is  a  very  reasonable  statement — that  we 
have  made  extraordinary  progreaa   this 
evening.    The  hon.  and  learned  ^^eraber 
could  not  have  expected  that  we  would 
have  reached  his  Amendment  to^ni^^A 
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The  offer  the  right  hoD.  Gentleman 
opposite  has  made  with  regard  to  the 
Amendment  of  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  does  not  meet  the  case  at  all. 
It  is  the  original  Amendment — the 
omission  of  the  sub-section — which  the 
whole  of  this  side  of  the  Committee  has 
the  strongest  desire  to  have  debated  ably 
and  fully,  and  without  reserve,  and  that 
cannot  possibly  be  done  at  5  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  Sir,  I  would  like  to  ap« 
peal  to  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown, 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
and  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral ;  I  would  ask  them  to  put  in  a  plea 
for  their  learned  brother  on  this  side, 
that  some  consideration  should  be  shown 
to  his  position,  and  to  the  important 
Amendment  of  which  he  has  given  No- 
tice. I  would  call  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's attention  to  the  scenes  of  the 
last  quarter  of  an  hour ;  and  I  would 
ask  him  whether  they  are  not  argu- 
ments entirely  in  favour  of  the  Motion 
of  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Henry  H. 
Fowler). 

Thb  attorney  general   (Sir 
fiiCHABD  Webster)   (Isle  of  Wight) : 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman   the 
Member  for  South  Hackney  was  not 
here  on  Friday  night,  when  he  had  an 
Amendment  on  the  Paper.     His  Amend- 
ment on  that  occasion  was  moved  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Dumfries  (Mr.  R.  T.  Reid). 
There  was  a  previous  Amendment  on 
the  Paper  to-night  in  the  name  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  South  Hackney ;  but  he  was  not 
here  to  move  it.    I  must  say  there  was 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  this  Amend- 
ment would  not  be  reached  to-night; 
and  we  cannot  help  observing  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member 
tor  8oath  Hackney  has  not  been  in  the 
House  daring  any  part  of  the  debate. 

8iB  UGHTRED  KAY-SHUTTLE- 
WORTH  :  It  was  never  expected  that 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  South  Hack- 
ney (Sir  Charles  Russell)  would  come  on 
to-night.  There  is  not  the  slightest  de- 
sire on  this  (the  Front  Opposition)  Bench 
to  obstruct  the  Bill.  ["  Oh,  oh !  "]  Yes ; 
I  repeat  that  statement.  It  is  not  rea- 
sonable to  expect  hon.  Gentlemen  to  be 
here  to  move  Amendments  when  it  was 
not  expected  that  so  much  progress 
would  be  made.  But  the  force  of  our 
appeal  lies  in  this  —  that  we  consider 


this  sub*  section  one  of  the  most  im-- 
portant  parts  of  the  Bill— one  that 
ought  to  be  fully  debated,  and  debated 
at  an  hour  when  the  attention  of  Mem- 
bers can  be  given  to  it  fairly,  and  when 
the  attention  of  the  public  can  be  pro- 
perly directed  to  the  matter.  It  is  because 
the  sub- section  is  so  important,  and  be- 
cause we  entertain  such  strong  feelings 
with  regard  to  it,  that  we  do  most  strongly 
urge  on  Her  Majesty's  Government — 
certainly  on  the  Leader  of  the  House — 
that  it  would  not  be  fair  to  a  large  sec- 
tion of  the  Members  of  this  House  if 
this  sub-section  were  pressed  at  this 
hour  of  the  momiog.  1  think  it  would 
be  impossible  to  take  this  sub-section  in 
the  present  state  of  feeling  in  the  House 
without  a  very  lengthened  space  of 
time  being  devoted  to  its  consideration. 
Upon  this  part  of  the  Bill  there  arise  a 
great  number  of  important  questions 
with  regard  to  the  Press,  and  we  do  once 
more  beg  hon.  Members  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Committee  to  recognize  the 
fairness  of  our  appeal  and  the  injustice 
that  would  be  done  to  the  opinions  and 
feelings  of  hon.  Gentlemen  on  this  side  of 
the  House  if  this  question  were  not  fully 
debated,  and  debated  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  public  may  know  what  takes 
place. 

The  chairman  :  It  may,  perhaps, 
influence  the  conduct  of  Members  of  the 
Committee  if  I  point  out  to  them  that  it 
would  not  now  be  proper  to  put  the 
Amendment  which  stood  in  the  name  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  South  Hackney.  The  first 
word  '^  any  "  in  Sub-section  5  has  been 
struck  out,  and  the  words  that  remain  to 
be  dealt  with  are — 

"  Person  who,  by  words  or  acts,  shall  incite, 
solicit,  encourage,  or  persuade  any  oiher  person 
to  commit  any  of  the  offence  hereinbefore 
mentioned.*' 

The  adoption  of  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  South 
Hackney  would  not  make  sense.  There- 
fore, it  is  impossible  to  deal  with  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member's  proposal. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Even  supposing 
that  the  word  *•  any  "  is  allowed  to  re- 
main, could  it  not  be  struck  out  on  the 
Report  stage?  It  so  happens  that  in 
the  clause  we  have  just  passed  a  word 
remains  which  is  rather  an  absurdity — 
which  will  have  to  be  struck  out  on 
Report.  So  can  this  word  "any"  be 
struck  out.    I  would  add  this  suggestion 

ITwel/th  Night.'] 
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^-you  are  going  to  deal  with  the  question 
of  the  Whiteboy  Acts  on  the  Report 
stage  with  any  Amendments  that  you 
may  consider  necessary.  Then  I  would 
propose  that  you  should  tiake  this  clause 
now,  omitting  Sub-section  5,  as  well  as 
Sub-section  4,  and  put  them  in  on  the 
Keport  stage,  re*committing  the  Bill  then. 
That,  I  think,  is  a  perfectly  reasonable 
proposition.  It  would  get  the  Committee 
out  of  the  difficulty  into  which  it  appears 
to  have  got.  [Interruption,']  I  am  ad- 
dressing myself  to  those  in  charge  of  the 
Bill.  I  make  a  suggestion  that  will  give 
the  Government  practically  everything 
they  want.  They  can  put  those  words 
in  on  the  Eeport  stage. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  hope  wo 
shall  not  have  to  re>commit  the  Bill  in 
regard  to  the  Whiteboy  Acts,  for  I  am 
of  opinion  that  we  shall  find  Sub-section 
4  quite  sufficfent.  Would  it  not  meet 
the  views  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  if 
the  Government  were  to  give  a  pledge 
that  the  debate  on  this  question  on  Re- 
port shall  be  brought  on  early — before 
dinner  in  the  evening,  at  a  time  when, 
if  necessary,  an  important  debate  can 
take  place  on  the  subject  ?  Would  not 
that  meet  the  views  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  and  his  Friends 
around  him  ? 

Mb.  henry  H.  fowler  :  The 
view  we  take  upon  this  matter  is  this^I 
was  obliged  to  put  it  on  what  I  may  call 
the  ordinary  grounds  of  courtesy,  which 
have  often  had  considerable  weight  on 
both  sides  of  this  Table  in  the  manage- 
ment of  Public  Business.  Our  appeal 
on  those  grounds  has  been  in  vain.  I 
now  put  it  on  the  ground  of  public  prin- 
ciple. I  contend  that  it  is  impossible 
for  anyone  to  debate  a  question  of  this 
kind  at  5  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  ap- 
peal to  the  oldest  Member  of  the  House 
of  Commons  to  say  whether  he  ever 
knew  an  important  debate  to  take  place 
at  this  hour  of  the  morning.  ['*  Yes ! "] 
Someone  says  ''Yes."  I  suppose  it  is 
some  hon.  Member  who  is  here  in  the 
House  for  the  first  time,  and  he  is  ready 
to  give  us  the  benefit  of  his  experience  of 
two  or  three  months.  I  know  something 
about  all-night  scenes  in  this  House. 
They  reflect  no  credit  on  the  House  of 
Commons  or  Parliamentary  institutions, 
and  I,  for  one,  am  very  sorry  that  there 
ever  should  be  any  necessity  for  such  a 
thing.  Where  All-night  Sittings  have 
taken  place,  their  object  has  been  to 

Mr.  T,  M.  Healy 


arrive  at  the  definite  and  formal  con- 
clusion to  which  the  House  has  practi- 
cally arrived  many  hours  before.     The 
question  now  before  the  Committee  has 
never  been  raised  in  any  one  of  the 
debates  which  has  previously  occurred, 
and  I  am  quite  ready  to  admit  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  that  there 
has  been    many  questions   that   have 
been  debated  over  and  over  again  in 
this  House.    I  do  not  deny  that  for  a 
moment ;  but  I  say,  as  an  historic  fact, 
that  the  question  of  the  operation  of 
this  Bill  on  the  Press  of  Ireland  has 
never  been  debated  at  all.     I  ask  in 
that  fairness  which  is  due  from  a  ma- 
jority to  a  minority,  and  in  the  fairness 
which  I  am  sure  has  always  characterized 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  is  now 
leading  the  House,  that  so  grave  and 
important  a  discussion  as  this  should 
not  be  brought  on  at  5  o'clock  in  the 
morning. 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  think,  perhaps, 
the  best  solution  of  the  question  is 
to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
North  Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy). 
We  will  strike  the  sub-section  out  of  the 
Bill  now,  with  the  object  of  introducing 
it  on  Report.  The  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  South  Hackney  can  then  be  con- 
sidered. I  understand  that  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  will  be  content  that  the 
2nd  clause  should  be  disposed  of  in  this 
way. 

Mr.  T.  M.  healy  :   Will  you    re- 
«ommit  the  Bill  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  That  will   be 
the  form  in  which  we  will  then  take  it. 

Mr.  T.  M.  healy :  Recommit  the 
Bill? 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  The  proposal  is 
to  strike  this  sub-section  out  of  the  Hill 
now,  and  to  bring  it  up  again  on  Report* 
That  I  understand  is  the  arrangement 

Mr.  henry  H.  FOWLER :     \g^itti 
regard  to  this  question  of  re-oomixiittine 
the  Bill,  I  see  the  force  of  the  hon.  and 
learned    Member's    argument ;     l>nt     X 
would  ask  him  to  see  what  the  position 
of  the  matter  is.     If  the  GoYernment 
pursued  a  different  course,  and    if   -^e 
were  in  a  majority,  all  that  we  could  do 
would  be  to  strike  this  sub-section  ont  of 
the  Bill.    We  could  do  nothing   more, 
and  then  the  Government  mi^l^t   a^ am 
propose  to  bring  it  in  on  Bepo^i;^  \i^e 
we  should  have  to  discuss  it   a^»^n:,«       j 
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am  bound  to  say  that  I  think  tho  offer 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  made  is  a 
fair  one,  and  I  would  ask  the  Committee 
to  accept  it. 


Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
8ub-8ection  5. 

Question,  <'  That  Sub-seotion  5  stand 
part  of  the  Clause,"  put,  and  negatived. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause,  as  amended,  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 

Mb.  CHANCE  (Kilkenny,  S.):  There 
are  a  number  of  Amendments  on  the 
Paper  which  have  not  been  formally 
smothered  as  yet. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  R) :  Before 
you  put  the  clause.  Sir — I  do  not  intend 
to  raise  a  discussion  at  this  hour  of  the 
morning,  but  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
protesting  against  the  course  which  is 
being  taken.  This  clause  is  of  enormous 
importance;  and  to  say  that  we  are  to 
pass  it  as  we  are  compelled  to  do  now, 
practically  iuh  silentio,  is  most  unreason- 
able. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  235  ; 
Noes  103:  Majority  132.— (Div.  List, 
No.  184.)  [5.0  A.M.] 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  upon  Tueeday  7th  June. 

TRUSTS  (SCOTLAND)  ACT  (1867)  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 
(ifr.  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland,   The  Lord 

Advocate.) 
[bill  225.]      COMMITTBE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed. 
"  That  the  Committee  be  deferred  till 
Monday  6th  June." 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
Perhaps  the  Government  will  say  now 
what  they  propose  to  do  in  respect  to  the 
adjoamment  for  the  holidays. 

The  FIB8T  LOED  of  the  TREA- 
SUBY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand. 
Wiestminater)  :  What  I  propose  to  do  is 
to  move  that  the  House,  after  its  sitting 
to-day  at  2  o'clock,  shall  adjourn  until 
the  6th  of  June.  If  hon.  Gentlemen  do 
not  like  it,  I  will  not  make  that  Motion ; 
I  merely  wished  to  save  hon.  Gentlemen 
the  trouble  of  coming  down  to-morrow. 
"  Oh !  **]  Then  I  will  not  make  the 
m  now. 

YOIi.  OOOXV.    [thikd  bbbibs.] 
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Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee    deferred  till  Monday  6th 
June. 


MUNICIPAL   CORPORATIONS  ACTS 

(IRELAND)  AMENDMENT  (No.  2)  BILL. 

{Sir  Jamea  Corry,  Mr.  Ewart,  Mr,  Johmton.) 

[bill  176.]      CONSIDKEATION. 

Order  for  Consideration,  as  amended, 
read. 

Sib  JAMES  CORRY  (Armagh,  Mid) : 
I  have  to  move  that  the  Bill,  as  amended, 
be  now  considered  ;  and  I  wish  to  make 
a  proposal  to  the  hoa.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton),  which  I  hope  will 
obviate  any  delay  in  the  passing  of  the 
I'ill.  It  is  that  in  the  Belfast  Main 
Drainage  Bill  I  will  move  to  insert  a 
new  clause  to  give  the  same  power  as  is 
possessed  in  England  under  the  Borough 
Funds- Act. 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  appre- 
hend,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  hon. 
Baronet  will  not  have  the  power  to  do 
what  he  proposes.  I  think  it  would  be 
much  more  convenient  if  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Bill  were  postponed  until  the 
6th  June. 

Consideration,  as  amended,  deferred 
till  Monday  6th  June. 

MOTIONS. 


MUNICIPAL  REGULATION  (CONSTABU- 
LARY,   &o.)    (BELFAST)    BILL. 

MOTION    FOB  LEAVE. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

'*  That  leave  be  ^ven  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  Acts  relating  to  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary, and  to  make  provision  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Watch  Committee  in  Belfast,  and  for 
other  purposes  in  relation  thereto." — {Colonel 
King 'Har  man.) 

Me.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  sup- 
pose  this  Bill  will  he  circulated  imme- 
diately ? 

The  PARLIAMENTAEY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  for  IRELAND  (Colonel 
Kino-Harman)  (Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet) : 
Yes. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.)  : 
I  thiok  this  Bill  is  opposed ;  hut,  at  any 
rate,  it  is  monstrous  to  ask  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  Bill  of  this  kind  at  this  time 
of  the  momiog.  We  have  Bills  tinker- 
ing with  the  Royal  Irish  Gonstahulary 
every  Session.  We  do  not  know  what 
this  Bill  is.  Why  should  it  be  brought 
on  after  5  o'clock  in  the  morning  ? 

2L 
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Colonel  KING-HARMAN :  I  did  not 
know  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
objected  to  the  Bill.   The  6th  of  June. 

Isiotxon po8tp<m9di\!^  Monday  6th  June. 
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ADJOURNMENT  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 
(3fr.  W.E.Smith.) 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  May  I  ask  untQ 
what  hour  ? 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  Two  o'clock. 

Mb.  T.  M.  he  ALY  :  Is  it  not  neces- 
sary to  make  a  separate  Motion  ? 

Mb.  speaker  :  It  is  sufficient  for 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  mention 
the  hour. 

Mb.  DILLON :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  not  name  8  o'clock  ? 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 
after  Five  o'clock,  a.m. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Tueiiay,  24th  May,  1887. 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  dock. 

MINUTES.]  —  Provisional  Order  Bill — 
Ordired—Fir$t  Reading — Local  Government 
(Ireland)  (Killiney  and  Ballybrack)  •  [275 J. 

PBIYATB  BILLS. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  39  and  129  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  time  for  depositing 
Petitions  against  Private  Bills,  or  against  any 
Bill  to  confirm  any  .Provisional  Order,  or  Pro- 
visional Oertificate,  and  for  depositing  dupli* 
cates  of  any  Documents  relating  to  any  Bill  to 
confirm  any  Provibional  Order,  or  Provisional 
Certificate,  be  extended  to  Monday  6th  June. — 
(The  Chairman  of  Waye  and  Meam.) 

Q  UE8TI0N8. 


THE  MAGISTRACY— NONCONFORMIST 
MAGISTRATES  IN  FLINTSHIRE. 

Mb.  S.  smith  (Flintshire)  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  he  is  aware  that  there 
are  over  30  Nonconformists  in  Flintshire 
legally  qualified  to  hold  the  Commission 
of  the  !reaoe ;  and  why  none  of  those 
are  appointed,  seeing  that  two-thirds  of 
the  population  of  the  county  are  Non- 
conformists? 

The  SEORETARY  op  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  I  am 
not  aware  that  the  facts  are  as  sug- 
gested by  the   hon.  Qentleman.     The 


information  I  have  is  to  the  contrary 
effect,  as  I  have  already  twice  stated  to 
the  House. 

BURMAH  —  LICENSING  AND  REGULA- 
TION  OF  IMMORALITY. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (Boston)  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  it  is  true  that  arrangements 
are  made,  under  the  charge  of  high 
officials,  in  the  British  Service  in  Bur- 
mah,  by  which  prostitution  is  licensed 
and  regulated  for  British  soldiers  there  ? 

The  UNDEE  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  John  Goest)  (Chatham) : 
The  fullest  information  respecting  the 
matters  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member 
was  laid  before  the  House  of  Commons 
on  February  28  last,  in  a  Return  moved 
for  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Shoreditch. 
The  Secretary  of  State  cannot  accept  as 
correct  the  description  of  the  arrange- 
ments given  in  the  Question. 

HIGH   COURT  OF   JUSTICE -APPEALS 
IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Mb.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton) 
asked  Mr.  Attorney  General,  How  many 
cases,  which  have  been  heard  on  appeal 
to  the  House  of  Lords,  are  now  await- 
ing judgment,  and  the  several  periods 
in  each  case  which  have  respectively 
elapsed  since  the  hearing ;  and  whether 
he  can  state  the  cause  of  the  delay  ? 

The   attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
RiGHAED  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) :  In 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member,  I  have  to 
state  that  1 1  appeals  which  have  beon 
heard  in  the  House  of  Lords  are  no-w 
awaiting  judgment,  one  of  which  was 
heard  in  April  and  two  in  the  autuoan 
of  last  year,  and  the  remaining  eig^ht 
during  the  sittings  in  the  present  year. 
I  am  not  able  to  speak  as  to  the  caixse 
of   the  delay  in  delivering  judgment 
beyond  the  fact    that,  from  person&l 
knowledge,  I  can  state  that  in  many  of 
the  cases  very  difficult  questions  of  law 
arise. 

BURMAH  (UPPER)— THE  RUBY  MIK18S, 

Mb.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton) 
asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  Whether  any  Contract  or  ICemo- 
randum  relating  to  the  Burmah  Huby 
Mines  has  been  signed  by  any  peraon 
on  behalf  of  the  Government;    and  if 
so,  the  date  of    and   parties  to     aucK 
Memorandum  or  Contract ;  whetlxer  the 
representatives  of  Mr.  Streeter  ai^  tha 
only  persons  connected  with  the  j  e^wallerv 
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trado  wbo  had  beon  permitted  by  the 
Gbyemment  to  visit  the  Euby  Mines 
prior  to  such  Memorandum  or  Contract ; 
whether  other  persons  applied  for  like 
permission  and  on  what  grounds ;  and, 
whether  such  permission  was  refused 
by  the  Government,  and  on  what 
grounds  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  John  Gorst)  (Chatham) : 
The  terms  under  which  the  Ruby  Mines 
are  to  be  worked  are  still  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Government ;  but  a 
Memorandum  has  been  signed  on  behalf 
of  the  Local  Authorities  in  Burmah,  in- 
dicating the  terms  which  they  would 
recommend  the  Government  of  India  to 
ofifer,  and  this  document  has  been  com- 
manicated  to  Messrs.  Streeter.  It  is 
not  official,  and  does  not  bind  the  Go- 
vernment of  India.  Mr.  Streeter  went 
to  the  Ruby  Mines  with  the  Expedi- 
tionary Force  in  November  last,  and  no 
expenditure  was  incurred  for  his  pro- 
tection. Other  persons  subsequently 
applied  for  leave  to  visit  the  mines,  and 
were  not  permitted  to  do  so,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  involve  either 
risking  their  lives,  or  throwing  a  con- 
siderable expense  on  the  Revenues 
of  Xndia  in  providing  for  their  pro- 
tection. 

Mb.  BRADLAUGH  asked,  whether 
any  document  had  been  signed  by  Mr. 
Streeter ;  whether  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  could  state  the  names  of  the 
other  persons  who  had  applied  for  per- 
mission ;  and  whether  there  was  any 
record  in  writing  on  the  subject  ? 

8m  JOHN  GORST  said,  he  had  no 
information  of  any  document  having 
been  signed  by  Mr.  Streeter.  With 
respect  to  the  names  of  other  persons, 
there  Tvas  only  one — which  he  had  for- 
gotten— and  he  had  not  the  paper  at 
hand. 

l£s.  BRADLAUGH  asked  whether 
the  name  was  Ongar  ? 

Sib  JOHN  GORST  said,  he  believed 
that  was  the  name.  There  were  no 
official  documents. 

Mb.  BRADLAUGH  asked,  if  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  would  try 
to  find  out  whether  there  were  other 
names? 

Sot  JOHN  (K)RST  replied,  that  he 
had  no  doubt  that  during  the  Recess 
the  QoTemmenf s  knowledge  of  the 
Saby  ICiJies  would  be  more  complete, 
■ad  he  should  be  happy  at  a  later  period 
to  aasirer  any  farther  Question. 


Mb.  BRADLAUGH  said,  he  would 
put  another  Question  after  the  Recess. 

EMIGRATION  (IRELAND)  —  REFUSAL 
OF  THE  AUTHORITIES  AT  NEW 
YORK  TO  ALLOW  EMIGRANTS  TO 
LAND. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  (for  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  (Long- 
ford, N.)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Have 
the  Government  any  information  as  to 
the  refusal  of  the  American  Authorities 
to  allow  14  families,  emigrated  from 
County  Mayo  by  Robert  Yesey  Stoney, 
esquire,  J.P.,  D.L.,  of  Rossturk,  to  be 
landed  in  New  York  yesterday,  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  paupers;  and, 
will  any  precautions  be  taken  to  prevent 
landlords  emigrating  pauper  families 
without  making  any  provision  for  them 
on  their  arrival  in  America  ? 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said :  As  no  Notice  was  given  of  the 
Question,  I  have  been  unable  to  make 
the  necessary  inquiries. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  the  Ques- 
tion  would  be  repeated  on  the  6  th  of  June. 

IRELAND— THE  EXECUTIVE  AND  MR. 
PATRICK  EGAN. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  (for  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  (Long- 
ford,  N.)  asked  the  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
]and|  Whether  he  has  since  received  the 
letter  addressed  to  him  on  28th  April 
by  Mr.  Patrick  Egan ;  and,  if  so,  what 
reply  has  been  given  ? 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet) :  Yes,  Sir ;  such 
a  letter,  bearing  date  April  28,  has 
been  received  by  me.  Mr.  Egan  has 
been  informed  that  it  is  impossible  to 
make  any  conditions  whatever  with 
regard  to  his  returning  to  Ireland. 

MOTIONS. 


LOCAL     GOVERNMENT     (IRELAND)     PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER    (kILLINET    AND    BALLY- 

braoe)  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Colonel  Eing-Harman,  Bill  to 
confirm  a  Provisional  Order  of  the  Local  Go- 
yemment  Board  for  Ireland  constituting  the 
Township  of  KiUiney  and  Ballybrack  an  Urban 
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Sanitary  District,  order«d  to  be  brought  in  by 
Colonel  King-Uarman  and  Mr.  Balfour. 

^iMpresented^  and  road  the  first  time.  [Bill  275.] 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**That  this  House,  at  its  rising,  do  ad- 
journ till  Monday  the  6th  day  of  June 
next."--(i/r.  W.  R.  Smith.) 

AGRICULTURAL    LABOURERS    (SCOT- 

LAND).— OBSERVATIONS. 

Da.  CLABK   (Caithness),   who  had 

given  Notice  to  move — 

*'  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
Her  Majesty,  praying  her  Majesty  to  appoint  a 
Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  the  condition 
of  shepherds,  ploughmen,  farm  servants,  cottars, 
and  other  agricultural  labourers  of  Scotland, 
especially  in  reference  to  the  system  of  service, 
hours  of  labour,  housing,  and  the  physical  and 
moral  results  of  the  Bothy  system  ;'* 

said,  at  the  outset  he  would  like  to  call 
attention  to  the  decisions  given  on  Satur- 
day by  the  Crofters  Commission  on  the 
cases  brought  before  it  from  the  estates 
of  Lord  Macdonald  and  Colonel  Eraser, 
in  Skye.  The  Commissioners  gave  de- 
cisions in  upwards  of  200  cases,  113  of 
which  were  on  the  estate  of  Lord  Mac- 
donald, and  in  their  case  the  rent  was 
reduced  from  £856  to  £525,  or  about 
80  per  cent.  These  113  tenants  were 
£1,831  in  arrear,  of  which  two-thirds 
were  wiped  off.  On  the  estate  of  Colonel 
Eraser,  comprising  seven  townships,  98 
decisions  were  given,  and  the  rent  was 
reduced  from  £769  to  £444.  The 
arrears  were  about  £2,000,  of  which 
over  £1,300  was  wiped  off.  On  Lord 
Macdonald's  estate  the  113  tenants  had 
their  rents  reduced  on  an  average  from 
£7  10«.  to  £4  12«.  and  on  Colonel 
Eraser's  estate  the  98  tenants,  who  before 
paid  on  an  average  £7  8«.  each,  now 
paid  only  £4  10s.  Even  if  they  got  the 
land  for  nothing  they  could  not  live  on 
it.  He  would  ask,  was  it  possible  for  a 
man  to  live  comfortably  on  a  farm  the 
rent  of  which  was,  on  an  average,  only 
£4  1 1«.  ?  These  decisions  would  do  little 
to  alleviate  the  condition  of  those  poor 
people,  or  lessen  the  difficulties  of  the 
Crofter  Question.  They  would  certainly 
have  £3,  1  Ob.  more  to  spend  on  them- 
selves ;  but  that  would  do  little.  Indeed, 
it  was  in  view  of  this  that  in  the  dis- 
cussions on  the  Crofters  Act  he  and  his 
Erlends  pointed  out  that  what  these  men 
needed  was  more  land.  That  this 
House  and  the  Government  had  refused 
to  giye  them.    There  was  a  clause  in  the 


Crofters  Act  permitting  the  Eishery 
Board  to  lend  money  to  start  the  fisher- 
men ;  and  the  Government  had  offered 
to  advance  money,  on  certain  conditions, 
to  help  them  to  carry  on  their  industry 
as  fishermen.  In  January  a  Circular 
was  issued  by  the  Secretary  for  8cot« 
land,  laying  down  the  conditions  on 
which  the  men  should  got  these  loans. 
He  would  remind  hon.  Members  that 
the  fishermen  had  fallen  iuto  poverty 
because  the  herrings  and  other  fish  no 
longer  came  into  the  inland  lochs,  and 
the  fishermen  had  to  go  out  50  or  60 
miles  to  sea  to  catch  them,  and  they  re- 
quired heavier  and  better  boats  for  that 
purpose ;  the  kelp  trade  was  played  out, 
and  there  was  no  labour  for  the  people. 
Now,  even  though  their  rents  had  been 
reduced,  and  their  arrears  of  rent  re- 
duced from  £4,000  to  £1,200  on  Satur- 
day last,  these  men  were  absolutely  poor. 
They  have  no  money  and  no  credit,  yet, 
before  they  could  get  the  advance  from 
the  Government  to  help  them  to  buy  a 
boat  and  nets,  they  must  be  able  to  con- 
tribute from  £80  to  £100.  Taking  the 
average  cost  of  a  sea-going  boat  at 
£350  for  boat  and  nets,  would  crofters, 
who  were  paying  £4  lOs.  of  rent, 
cottars,  who  were  paying  no  rent — 
crofters  and  cottars  who  were  in  arrears 
and  in  debt  to  everybody  who  had  given 
them  credit — would  they  ever  be  able  to 
start  as  fishermen  if  they  had  first  to 
raise  £80  or  £100?  It  was  said  that 
four  or  five  men  were  required  to  man 
each  boat,  and  that  they  might  each 
raise  £30;  but,  with  no  furniture  and 
no  credit,  they  were  unable  to  raise  even 
that  amount.  The  Government  by  their 
Circular  were  keeping  the  promise  to  the 
ear  by  the  offer  of  money  and  breaking 
it  to  the  hope  by  the  conditions  which 
were  laid  down.  He  thought  the  other 
conditions  in  the  Circular  gave  the  Go- 
vernment a  sufficient  security  without 
any  such  condition  as  this  £kdvance  of 
£80  or  £100.  In  the  first  place,  they 
had  the  mortgage  on  the  boats  and 
gear.  Then,  if  the  boat  was  insured, 
and  if  it  was  lost,  the  Government 
would  get  the  insurance  money.  These 
poor  crofters  could  not  give  them  more ; 
they  could  not  meet  the  conditions  im- 

Eosed  for  a  loan  of  money.  There  hacL 
een  plenty  of  applications,  but  not  i^ 
single  penny  had  been  lent,  because 
none  of  the  crofters  were  able  to  advano^^ 
the  money ;  and  so  long   as  that  coa.^ 
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dition  was  laid  down,  the  men  of  Skye 
and  the  Western  Kighlcuids  would  be 
unable  to  obtain  loans.     Unless  they 
intended    to  do    something    for    these 
men,    thej   had    better   tell    them    at 
once  they  could    not  lend    them    the 
money,  and  that  they  had  better  emi- 
grate or  do  something  else,  because  the 
condition  of  things  was  getting  worse 
and  worse  every  year ;  and  he  asked,  if 
nothing  could  be  done  for  them  as  far- 
mers, could  not  something  be  done  for 
them  as  fishermen  ?     He  was  not   in 
favour  of  giving  public  money  to  special 
classes,  but  this  was  a  most  exceptional 
case.    The  people  were  fast  sinking  into 
poverty  in  the  congested  districts;  while 
sportsmen  owned  hundreds  of  square 
miles  of  land  for  amusement.     The  big 
farms  did  not  pay  now,  and  the  Duke  of 
Sutherland  on  his  estate  was  giving  over 
the  big  farms  to  increase  the  Duke  of 
Westminster's  sporting  land.  The  Duke 
of  Westminster,  by  confiscating  the  pro- 
perty of  the  London  people  at  the  end 
of  their  leases,  was  able  to  pay  for  more 
land,   while    the    unfortunate    crofters 
could  not  get  land  nor  pay  for  it.   As  to 
the  working  of  the  Commission,  200  de- 
cisions had  been  given  in  Sutherland 
and  the  North'East  district,  213  in  Skye, 
and  probably  400  more  would  be  given 
during  the  remainder  of  this  month,  so 
that  they  had  about  800  cases  decided 
up  to  the  present  time.    But  there  were 
several  thousand  more  applications,  and 
others  were  coming  in  every  day,  and 
he  estimated  that  there  would  be  7,000 
or  8,000  cases  that  would  have  to  be 
adjudicated  on.     Unless  something  was 
done,  therefore,  in  this  direction  to  assist 
the  Commissioners  and  to  meet  the  rea- 
aonable  demands  of  the  crofters,  they 
would  soon  have  a  condition  of  things 
that  would  again  call  for  the  interven- 
tion  of  gunboats  and  marines.     There 
were   cases  of  hardship  now  pending, 
and   unless  the  Government  took  some 
ateps    in  the  matter  many  more  poor 
crofters,  in  his  own  county  and  else- 
where, would  be  cruelly  cleared  out  of 
their   Ixoldings  in  the  course  of  a  very 
short    time.    He  urged  the  Government 
to  folly  apply  the  clauses  of  the  Crofters 
Acty  wliich,  he  said,  they  were  not  doing, 
and   advised  them  to  grant  a  sum  of 
money  io^  the  appointment  of  valuers 
^1^  aaaeasors  in  the  different  counties 
for  tho  pnrpose  of  valuing  the  land  and 
mving   eTiaence  on  the  point,  a  course 
whicbj  at  comparatively  small  expense, 


would  obviate  the  great  waste  of  time 
that  now  took  place  under  the  present 
course  of  dealing  with  the  difiSoulty. 
Last  year  only  £200  was  voted  for  this 
purpose,  and  it  was  proposed  in  the 
present  year  to  expend  the  magnificent 
sum  of  £419!  That  sum  was  totally 
inadequate  to  the  work.  He  did  not 
at  first  like  the  Ck)mmIssion,  for  they  had 
not  got  a  single  representative  of  the 
Crofters  on  it.  They  had  a  Sheriff  as 
its  legal  head,  and  although  the  Sheriff 
had  acted  so  far  judicially  and  wisely, 
and  considered  the  interests  of  both 
landlords  and  tenants,  he  did  not 
value  land.  Of  the  other  two  Com- 
missioners—one was  a  factor  and  the 
other  was  a  big  farmer.  The  factor 
and  the  big  farmer  would  do  their  duty 
and  act  fairly  between  the  parties ;  but 
they  must  remember  that  the  crofters 
did  not  like  the  factors,  and  that  be- 
tween the  big  farmers  and  the  crofters 
there  was  as  much  love  as  between  the 
Protestant  boys  of  Belfast  and  the  Na- 
tionalist Catholics.  In  his  humble  judg- 
ment, the  only  and  proper  way  in  which 
these  thousands  of  cases  could  be  con- 
sidered in  time  would  be  to  appoint  in 
the  different  counties  valuers  and  asses- 
sors, as  was  provided  for  under  the  Act, 
and  these  gentlemen  could  value  the 
land  and  come  to  the  Court  and  give 
evidence,  and  so  save  the  Commissioners 
occupying  so  much  of  their  time  in 
tramping  over  the  bogs  in  going  to 
examine  the  crofts  concerned  in  the 
many  cases  before  them.  lie  hoped 
something  would  be  done,  and  this  was, 
in  his  opinion,  the  best  way  to  expedite 
the  work  of  the  Commission.  He  also 
thought  the  measure  which  had  been 
introduced  in  the  other  House  would 
help  them.  Turning  to  another  subject, 
he  desired  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  the 
ploughmen  and  agricultural  labourers 
in  the  North  of  Scotland;  he  would 
press  on  the  Government  the  desirability 
of  looking  at  the  conditions  under  which 
they  worked  and  lived.  He  learned  that 
in  Kincardineshire  and  other  adjoining 
counties  ploughmen's  associations  were 
being  formed  everywhere.  Their  griev- 
ance was  that  they  were  fed  in  the  farm- 
house and  lodged  worse  than  horses 
were  stalled  or  dogs  were  kennelled.  In 
fact,  they  were  stalled  with  the  horses 
in  the  lofts  over  the  stables,  and  there 
were  plenty  of  openings  between  the 
stable  and  the  bothy,  so  that  tho  man 
could  see  the  horses,  and  the  smell  of 
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the  stable  was  always  very  preyalent  in 
the  bothy.  The  physical  and  moral  de- 
gradation of  such  a  system  was  very 
great  indeed.  He  predicted  that,  under 
the  influence  of  the  Education  Act,  men 
would  not  much  longer  consent  to  pig 
together  as  they  were  now  expected  to 
do.  As  an  instance  of  the  evil  of  the 
bothy  system,  he  would  state  that  in 
Oaithness-shire,  where  the  bothy  system 
prevailed,  the  rate  of  illegitimacy  was 
14  per  cent  of  births,  while  in  the  ad- 
joining county  of  Sutherland  it  was  only 
10  per  cent.  He  attributed  the  extra 
4  per  cent  in  Oaithness- shire  to  the  cus- 
tom of  pigging  young  men  and  boys 
together  in  these  bothies.  He  appealed 
to  the  Government  not  to  wait  until  the 
ricks  were  burning  before  they  ap- 
pointed a  Commission  to  inquire  into 
this  matter. 

Mb.  ANDERSON  (Elgin  and  Nairn) 
said,  he  wished  to  call  attention  to  an- 
other part  of  the  Crofters  Question, 
which,  to  his  mind,  was  as  important 
as  that  brought  forward  by  his  hon. 
Friend — namely,  to  those  who  had  not 
the  advantage  and  benefit  of  the 
Crofters  Act.  He  would  refer  to  the 
crofters  in  Morayshire  and  Nairn, 
where  the  Crofters  Act  did  not  apply, 
while  it  was  in  operation  across  the 
bounds  of  the  county  in  Inverness-shire. 
In  Inverness- shire  the  crofters  who  had 
gone  before  the  Commission  were  entitled 
to  the  adjustment  of  their  rents  to  a  fair 
standard,  and  the  reductions  in  those 
rents  by  the  Commission  amounted  to  30, 
40,  and  in  some  instances  50  per  cent, 
while  the  crofters  in  the  contiguous 
county  wereexcluded  from  the  operations 
and  the  benefits  of  the  Act.  This  was 
naturally  a  very  fruitful  source  of  dis- 
satisfaction to  the  crofters  of  the  border. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Member  is  out  of  Order.  He  is 
now  anticipating  the  discussion  of  one, 
if  not  two  Bills,  which  are  before  the 
House,  one  of  which  proposes,  if  I 
remember  aright,  to  extend  the  benefits 
of  the  Crofters  Act  to  Highland  coun- 
ties adjoining  the  actual  declared  croft- 
ing counties,  and  the  other  Bill  is  of  a 
similar  nature.  The  hon.  Member  is 
clearly  anticipating  the  discussion  on 
both  Bills. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  said,  he  presumed 
he  should  be  in  Order  in  calling  atten- 
tion to  a  particular  case  with  respect  to 
which  he  got  an  answer  from  the  hon. 

J)r.  ClarJi 


and  learned  Solicitor  General  for  Scot- 
land (Mr.  J.  P.  B.  Robertson)  on 
Monday.  The  case  he  wished  to  bring 
under  the  notice  of  the  House  was 
that  of  Alexander  Taylor,  a  crofter 
of  Lake  of  Moy,  Morayshire,  who 
had  been  induced  to  sign  a  document 
under  which  he  would  have  to  give 
up  his  holding,  and  be  evicted  from 
a  house  built  50  years  before  by  his 
ancestors,  and  from  a  farm  which  had 
been  enclosed  and  reclaimed  by  himself 
and  his  ancestors,  whose  labour  had 
given  it  its  present  value.  That  man's 
case  was  but  an  illustration  of  the  con- 
dition in  which  those  tenants  stood  in 
that  part  of  Scotland.  They  were 
wholly  and  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the 
lairds  in  consequence  of  the  present 
state  of  the  law.  He  (Mr.  Anderson) 
wished  to  ask  the  Government  whether 
they  intended  to  introduce  a  measure 
this  Session  to  give  powers  to  enable 
persons  to  obtain  small  patches  of  land 
compulsorily,  which  were  so  much 
wanted  in  the  North  of  Scotland,  and 
mentioned  a  case  which  had  come  under 
his  notice,  where  a  shopkeeper  on  being 
obliged  to  leave  his  premises  could  not 
get  a  piece  of  land  on  which  to  erect 
other  premises,  although  the  pro- 
prietor owned  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  acres  ? 

PRISONS    (ENGLAND    AND    WALES)— 

CONTRACTS  FOR  MAT  MAKING. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Mr.  QUILTER  (Suffolk,  South)  said, 
he  was  desirous  of  calling  attention 
to  certain  advertisements  which  had  ap- 
peared  in  the  newspapers  at  the  instance 
of  the  prison  authorities  offering  to  con- 
tract for  the  supply  of  large  quantities  of 
mats  made  by  prison  labour  in  the 
Bristol,  Leeds,  Cardiff,  Chelmsford,  and 
other  prisons.  Such  contracts  entered 
into  on  the  part  of  the  prison  authorities 
were  calculated  to  keep  a  great  nam'ber 
of  honest  and  industrious  persons  out  of 
work,  and  were  entirely  opposed  to  tlie 
spirit  of  the  assurances  which  had  l>eeii 
frequently  given  by  the  Goverument 
that  every  effort  should  be  made  to  re- 
duce the  amount  of  mat-making^  in 
prisons,  which  competed  most  unfairly 
with  outside  labour.  It  was  one  of  tlie 
greatest  anomalies  of  our  system  of 
government  that  a  Public  Department 
was  allowed  to  compete  in  the  open 
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ket  with  manufacturers  and  industrious 
artizans  for  the  supply  of  articles  which 
were  the  result  of  labour  in  our  prisons, 
which  were  supported  and  paid  for  by 
the  taxpayers  of  the  country.  In  these 
circumstances,  he  asked  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Stuart- 
Wortley)  to  give  him  assurance  that 
these  proposed  contracts  should  not  be 
entered  into  by  the  Prison  Department 
until  he  and  other  hon.  Members  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  bringing  the 
subject  under  the  notice  of  the  House. 

SCOTLAND  —  ACTION    OF    THE 

CROFTER  COMMISSION, 

OBSEaVATIONS. 

Mb.    WALLACE    (Edinburgh,    E.) 
said,  he  wished  to    raise  his    humble 
voice  to  emphasize  the  peculiar  facts 
connected  with  the  results  of  the  recent 
deliverances    of    the  Crofter    Commis- 
sion.    He  did  not  think  these  points 
were  sufficiently  appreciated,  even  after 
the  speech  of   the  hon.  Member    for 
Caithness  (Dr.  Clark).     The  reductions 
that  had  been  made  in  rents  by  that 
Commission  were  even  more  significant 
than  those  connected  with  the  fixing  of 
judicial  rents  in  Ireland.     The  reduc- 
tion percentages  were  much  higher  in 
Scotland  than  in  Ireland,  reaching,  as 
they  did,  to   30,   40,  and  even  50  per 
cent,  which  showed  how  great  the  in- 
jury was  that  had  been  inflicted  upon 
the   crofters.      He  did  not  think    the 
meaning  of  the  reduction  of  50  per  cent 
waa  sufficiently  realized.    Suppose  there 
had  been   a  reduction  of  50  per  cent, 
what  did  that  mean  ?    It  meant  an  in- 
jury to  the  tenant  much  higher  than 
an  injury  of  50  per  cent.   It  represented 
100  per  cent.  A  tenant,  say,  was  charged 
£100    a-year  rent;    it    was    then  dis- 
covered by  the  Commission  that    the 
rent  onght  to  be  reduced  to  £50.    That 
was  a  reduction  of  50  per  cent,  so  far  as 
the  landlord  was  concerned ;  but  what 
did  it  mean  with  respect  to  the  injury 
that  has  been  all  along  done  to  the  ten- 
ant?    It  meant  that  he  had  been  all 
alone  paying  £50  of  unjust  charge,  so 
that  ne  had  been  charged  100  per  cent 
more    than    he    ought    to    have    been 
oharg^ed  ;     £50  on  £50  was  the  same  as 
£100   on  £100.     [^Ministerial  laughter,'] 
It   reqoired  elementary  instruction  of 
that  kind  to  bring  the  matter  properly 


home  to  the  minds  of  hon.  Members  op- 
posite. He  thought  it  ought  to  be  ioi- 
pressed  on  the  minds  of  hon.  Members 
opposite  that  there  were  sufferings  in 
connection  with  the  tenancies  in  the 
Western  Islands  of  Scotland  that  were 
even  more  deplorable,  in  many  respects, 
than  the  sufferings  of  the  tenants  of 
Ireland.  There  were  numbers  of  people 
in  Scotland  who  had  been  proved  by 
the  statistics  placed  before  them  by  the 
Crofter  Commission  to  have  been  charged 
100  per  cent  in  excess  of  what  they  ought 
to  have  been  paying,  and  in  some  cases 
even  more  than  120  per  cent. 

Mr.  ESSLEMONT  (Aberdeen,  E.) 
said,  that  being  a  Scotch  debate,  per- 
haps it  had  been  rather  dull.  Scotch 
affairs  did  not  evoke  much  enthusiasm. 
He  would  not  seek  to  retract  one  word 
which  had  been  said  on  behalf  of  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland ;  but  he  demurred 
somewhat  to  the  complaint  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Elgin  and 
Nairn  (Mr.  Anderson),  who  said  that  they 
had  no  Eepresentative  of  the  Scotch  De- 
partment in  the  House.  He  regretted 
as  much  as  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber that  they  had  not  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  in  that  House.  It  was  a  cir- 
cumstance over  which  they  had  no  con- 
trol ;  but  they  had  in  that  House  a  very 
eminent  Member  of  the  Government 
(Mr.  J.  B.  P.  Eobertson),  who  repre- 
sented a  Scotch  county  constituency,  and 
whose  abilities  were  known  throughout 
Scotland.  As  this  was  the  time  for 
complaints,  he  (Mr.  Esslemont)  would, 
while  he  supported  the  complaints  of 
his  hon.  Friends,  make  his  own  com- 
plaint, for  the  difficulties  which  existed 
in  the  Highlands  existed  equally  in 
East  Aberdeenshire.  They  had  a  fish- 
ing population  there,  and  they  had  the 
cottagers,  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Solicitor  General  knew  of  the  unsatis- 
factory condition  of  their  houses,  and  of 
the  tenure  in  many  places  on  the  East 
Coast  of  Scotland,  and  particularly  in 
Aberdeenshire.  There  they  had  the 
depression  of  trade,  and  the  consequent 
depression  of  fishing,  and  they  had  there 
all  the  difficulties  which  the  fishermen 
had  in  the  West  of  Scotland.  The  other 
day  he  suggested  that  the  Fishery 
Board  and  the  Scotch  Department  gene- 
rally should  make  specific  inquiries  into 
the  complaints  which,  from  time  to  time, 
came  before  them.  They  should  by- 
and-bye  have  to  discuss  the  extension 
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of  the  Crofters  Act  to  the  other  coun- 
ties of  Scotland,  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland 
was  aware  that  in  Aberdeen  they  had  a 
larger  number  of  crofters  than  in  any 
other  county.  What  he  asked  was,  that 
before  that  discussion  came  on  the  com- 
plaints of  the  fishermen  in  regard  to  the 
boat  question,  and  the  complaints  in 
regard  to  the  Land  Question,  should 
receive  from  the  Scotch  Office  that  atten- 
tion and  inquiry  which  he  knew  they 
deserved.  They  had  not  yet  had  Her 
Majesty's  gunboat  on  the  East  Coast; 
but  that  was  not  because  they  had  not 
suffered.  But  they  were  a  courageous 
and  long-suffering  people ;  and  he  hoped 
the  Government,  while  they  would  not 
pay  less  attention  to  the  Highlands, 
would  pay  more  to  them.  He  should 
be  failing  in  his  duty  if  he  did  not  point 
out  that  the  complaints  were  by  no 
means  confined  to  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland — that  there  was  suffering  on 
the  East  Coast.  There  was  much  do- 
mestic legislation  sorely  needed.  He 
hoped,  in  the  meantime,  the  complaints 
would  be  investigated  which  he  had  had 
the  sorrow  to  lodge  in  the  Scotch  Office; 
and  he  commended  that  inquiry  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  General 
for  Scotland. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  for 
SCOTLAND  (Mr.  J.  P.  B.  Robertson) 
(Bute) :  The  observations  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Aberdeenshire  (Mr. 
Esslemont)  have  touched  a  number  of 
social  questions  which  affect  the  con- 
stituency which  he  so  assiduously  repre- 
sents. I  need  make  no  general  pro- 
testation on  behalf  of  the  Scotch  Depart- 
ment that  questions  relating  to  fisher- 
men as  well  as  to  agricultural  labourers 
must  always  bulk  largely  with  those 
who  have  the  responsibility  of  adminis- 
tering the  affairs  of  Scotland.  We 
fortunately  have  Representatives  in  this 
Houde  who  are  perfectly  able  to  enforce 
on  the  Government  and  on  Parliament 
the  views  of  their  constituents,  and  I  do 
not  think  I  should  be  far  wrong  in  say- 
ing that,  with  regard  to  the  social 
legislation,  we  should  welcome  any  sug- 
gestions which  are  made  to  us  from 
any  quarter  of  the  House.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Elgin  and  Nairn 
(Mr.  Anderson)  has  addressed  the  House 
on  a  variety  of  topics,  upon  which  I 
shall  not  dwell  for  any  time.  He  has 
introduced  to  the  House  two  cases  of 

Mr.  EeiUmont 


individual  or  personal    grievance,   re- 
garding one  of  which  he  has  informed 
the  House  that  an  explanation  has  been 
given  him  from  this  Bench,  the  accuracy 
of  which  he  is  not  in  a  position  to  im- 
peach.    If  that   explanation   be  well 
founded,  as  we  have  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve it  is,  that  subject  ought  to  vanish, 
and  I  hope  has  vcmished,  from  occupying 
the  time  of  the  House.    The  other  case 
is  one  regarding  which  I  have  no  in- 
formation, but  if  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  thinks   he  has  a  substantial 
grievance,  he  has  the  means  of  calling 
the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  it  in  the  ordinary  manner.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Elgin  has 
added  as  a  supplement  to  these  some- 
what personal  observations  about  two  of 
his  constituents  a  general  appeal  to  the 
Government  to  initiate  legislation  en- 
abling persons  to  acquire  land  by  com- 
pulsory powers.     I  need  hardly  say  that 
this  is  too  large  a  subject  to  enter  upon 
at  the  present  time,  and  this  would  be 
a   most  improper  occasion  for  me  to 
enter  upon  it.    I   pass    to    the    more 
important  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Caithness  (Dr.  Clark),  because  they 
relate   to   a  specific  and  definite   sub- 
ject— the  administration  of    the  Crof- 
ters Act.     There  is  one  remark  with 
which  I  think  the  House  will  generally 
sympathize.      The    Crofters    Act    was 
passed  little  more  than  a  year  ago,  and 
we  have  not  yet  had  a  year's  experience 
of  its  administration  to  show  its  merits 
or  defects.     I  think  I  may  appeal  to 
hon.    Gentlemen    whether    all   JParties 
ought  not  to  give  the  Crofters  Act  fair 
play  and  fair  trial ;  and  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  I  deeply  regret  that  on  this 
occasion  the  hon.  Member's   sense   of 
duty  should  have  compelled  him  to  make 
remarks  disparaging  to  the  Commission 
itself. 

Db.  CLARK  said,  he  was  not  aware 
that  he  did. 

Mr.  J.  P.  B.  ROBERTSON :  The  hon. 
Member  said — **  We  do  not  like  the 
Commission,"  and  he  proceeded  to  ^ve 
his  reasons  for  that  dislike— [Dr.  R. 
McDonald:  Hear,  hear!] — and  I  see 
his  observation  is  sympathized  in  l>y 
another  crofter  Representative.  He  pro. 
ceeded  to  gi'VQ  his  reasons  for  that  dL 
like.      That  Commission  was  only 

pointed  last  year,  under  an  Act  pa: 

in  the  last  Session  of  the  previous  Parlia- 
ment, and  I  venture  to  think  that  any* 
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one  interested  in  those  parts  of  the 
country  would  forget  somethiDg  of  what 
is  due  to  the  prospects  of  the  population 
if  he  were  to  shake  the  confidence  of  his 
constituents  in  those  who  administer  the 
Act.  The  action  of  the  Government  has 
boen  animated  bj  motives  of  a  totally 
opposite  character.  The  present  Go- 
vernment were  not  parties  to  the  passing 
o(  the  Act. 

Dr.  CLAEK  said,  he  wished  to  cor- 
rect a  misapprehension  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman.  He  (Dr.  Clark) 
had  stated  distinctly  what  he  thought — 
that  the  learned  gentleman  the  Sheriff 
at  the  head  of  the  Commission  had 
acted  very  impartially  and  judicially, 
and  had  considered  the  interests  both 
of  the  landlords  and  the  tenants.  He 
dologized  the  SherifiTs  conduct  as  far  as 
he  possibly  could,  and  he  also  stated 
that  the  other  two  Commissioners  had 
acted  in  the  same  way.  He  entirely 
repudiated  that  he  had  disparaged  these 
officials,  but  had  pointed  out  the  class 
to  which  the  crofters  had  a  prejudice. 
He  would  not  personally  do  so. 

Mb.  J.  V.  B.  EGBERTSON:  The 
hon.  llember  has  not  overstated  what 
he  said,  but  at  the  same  time  he  did 
emphasize  the  point  that  he  did  not  like 
the  Commissioners. 

Db.  CLARK  said,  he  begged  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman's  pardon,  he 
Bimply  spoke  of  the  prejudice— the  class 
dislike— and  that  they  loved  each  other 
&3  the  Protestant  boys  love  the  Irish  | 
Nationalists.  He  only  spoke  of  the 
antagonism  between  the  big  farming 
class  and  the  crofting  class. 

Mb.  J.  P.  B.  ROBERTSON :  I  think 
that  is  not  the  best  means  of  inspiring 
confidence  in  the  persons  whose  quali- 
fications are  so  characterized.    I  think 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  find  that  he 
added,  **  We  do  not  like  the  Commis- 
aioners."      The  hon.   Gentleman  went 
farther,  because  he  criticized  the  result 
of  the  Crofter  Commission  down  to  the 
present  day  in  a  way  which  was  hardly 
fair.    He  said,  in  the  first  place,  that 
tbej  had  an  enormous  number  of  appli- 
cations, and   that   not  much  progress 
had  been  made,  and  that  in  regard  to 
the  Fishery  Clauses  we  must  regard  the 
terms  required  for  advances  as  prohi- 
bitory.     Now,    the  clauses  relating  to 
rents  and    the  clauses  relating  to  fish- 
eries constitute  practically  the  bulk  of 
the  Bill^  and  if  I  were  a  friend  of  the 


successful  administration  of  the  Act,  I 
should  hardly  point  out  that  the  Act  was 
not  working  smoothly  or  successfully  in 
its  two  main  purposes.    I  have,  how- 
ever, a  word  to  say  in  regard  to  each  of 
these  matters,  and  I  do  think  that  the 
dispassionate  opinion  of  the  House  will 
discover  no  ground  for  despondency  as 
to  the  work  of  the  Crofters  Act.    In  the 
first  place,  as  regards  the  Land  Clauses, 
the  Commission  has  certainly  not  been 
able  to  get  much  more  than  abreast  of 
the  applications  which  are  coming  in, 
and  for  a  very  good  reason.    They  have 
proceeded  with  some  caution,   because 
the  powers  entrusted  to  them  were  of 
the  most  novel  description.    They  de- 
sired that  they  should  have  a  sufficient 
number  of  cases  to  enable  them  to  gene- 
ralize and  form  rules  and  opinions  as  to 
the  methods  by  which  they  should  dis- 
pose of  the  various    classes  of   cases 
which  came  before  them,  and  accord- 
ingly, I  think,  they  have  acted  rightly  in 
hearing  a  great  number  of  cases  before 
deciding  upon  any.     There  is  another 
point  to  be  observed  as   to  the  rate 
of  progress.      The  Crofter  Commission 
began   its   operations   in   October  last 
year.  Much  of  the  work  of  the  Commis- 
sion involves  the  peripatetic  process  of 
going  about  and  examining  the  country, 
and  making  themselves  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances  of  the  district  and 
even  of  the  individual  holdings.    The 
wintor  days  were  short,  and  necessarily 
the  part  of  the  year  which  has  elapsed 
since  October  is  not  the  most  favourable 
for  making  progress  with  a  work  of  that 
kind.  I  may  be  allowed,  on  behalf  of  the 
Scotch  Department,  who  necessarily  are 
brought  into  contact  with  the  Commission, 
to  say  that  there  is  now  good  reason 
for  hoping  that  once  the  Commissioners 
break  ground,  and  see  their  way  through 
the  various  classes  of  cases,  they  will 
proceed  with  a  firmness,  precision,  and 
rapidity  which  they  could  not  have  done 
if  they  had  decided  a  number  of  cases 
as  they  came  in,  and  pronounced  what 
might  be  called  hasty  decisions.    The 
other  branch  of  the  Act  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  criticized,  and  the  working  of 
which  he  did  not  seem  to  consider  very 
satisfactory,    was    that    regarding    the 
fishing  loans.    The  importance  of  that 
question  the  Government  are  quite  alive 
to.    I  should  like  to  mention,  for  the 
information  of  the  House,  that  the  hon. 
Member  is  not  quite  accurate  in  saying 
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that  the  terms  have  proved  to  be  pro- 
hibitory, because,  in  point  of  fact,  there 
is  evidence  in  the  proceedings  which 
took  place  before  the  Commission  that 
the  population  were  alive  to  the  advan- 
tages of  these  clauses,  and  would  take 
advantage  of   them.    I    am  informed 
that  down,  not  to  date,  but  to  a  con- 
siderable   time   ago,    1,400    forms    of 
application  had  been  applied  for  from 
fishery  towns,  and  183  applications  had 
been  sent  in.    That  does  not  show  that 
in  the  judgment  of  those  who  are  pri- 
marily concerned — whatever  their  poli- 
tical advisers  may  consider — these  clauses 
are  likely  to  be  inoperative.    I  should 
add,  regarding  the  Fishery  Board,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  superintend  the  working  of 
this  branch  of  the  Act,  that  they  neces- 
sarily proceeded  with  some  caution.    It 
was  necessary  that  they  should  find  out 
how  many  applicants  there  were  to  be, 
in  order  to  see  how  far    the  limited 
amount    of   money    at    their    disposal 
would  go,  and  also  to  exercise  great 
caution  in  finding  out  whether  there  was 
any  ground  for  supposing  that  the  secu- 
rity was  not  sufficient  to  cover  the  ad- 
vance of  public  money,  and  also  that 
the  boats  which  are  to  be  built  would 
be  such  as  would  conduce  to  the  further 
prosperity  of  the  fisheries  of  Scotland 
oy  being  efficient  and  good  boats  for  a 
storm.    There  was  one  other  point  of 
detail  to  which  the  hon.  Member  re- 
ferred^that  in  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  values.    Under  the  Act  it  did 
not  fall  to  the  Government,  but  to  the 
Commission,   to   appoint  valuers,  and, 
accordingly,  it  is  entirely  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Commission  to  say  at  what 
time  they  should  require  assistance  of 
that  kind,  and  when  grants  are  required 
for  that  purpose.    It  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  not  to  cut  in  and  interfere 
with  the  action  of  the  Commissioners, 
but  rather  to  expedite  their  operations. 
In  this  matter  the  Government  are  not 
at  variance  with  the  judgment  of  the 
Commissioners.     I  was  very  glad    to 
hear  the  hon.  Member  mention,  with 
incidental  approval,  a  Bill  which  has 
been  introduced  and  passed,  I  believe, 
through  the  House  of  Lords,  and  I  was 
very  happy  to  gather  that  those  for 
whom  tne  hon.  Member  for  Caithness 
is  spokesman  approved  of  its  provisions, 
and  I  hope  we  may  rely  on  their  active 
assistance  in  carrying  the  Bill  through 
this  House.    The  judgment  of  the  Go- 
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vemment  entirely  coincides  with    the 
view  that  that  Bill  is  a  proper  comple- 
ment  of  the  legislation  of   last  year. 
There  is  another  point  somewhat  de- 
tached from  the  subject  of  the  crofting 
population — the  condition  of  ploughmen 
in  Scotland.    It  would  be  impossible  to 
enter  into  a  subject  of  that  magnitude 
at  the  present  time,  but  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  who   referred  to  this  matter 
would  leave  the  House  under  a  some- 
what gloomy  and  mistaken  view  of  the 
condition  of  Scotland,  if  I  were  not  to 
mention  that  the  present  system  is  to  a 
very  large  extent  being  superseded  and 
replaced  in  many  parts  of  the  country. 
The  subject  of  dwellings  for  the  work- 
ing classes  is  one  which  of  late  years  has 
excited  very  great  attention ;  and  more 
especially — to  their  credit  should  it  be 
said — among  the  proprietors  in  Scotland, 
and  the  housing  of  ploughmen,  as  well 
as  other  classes  of  labourers,  is,  I  be- 
lieve, receiving  very  great  amelioration 
from  the  exertions  of  those  to  whom  I 
refer.    I  think  I  have  touched  upon  all 
the  questions   mentioned   by  the  hon. 
Members  in  this  discussion. 

Da.  E.  McDonald  (Ross  and  Cro- 
marty) said,  he  had  the  misfortune  not 
to  be  in  the  House  during  the  whole  dis- 
cussion.   The  question  as  to  the  fishing 
boats  was  of  great  importance.     He  had 
no  reason  to  complain  of  the  tone  of  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor 
General  for  Scotland  (Mr.  J.  P.  B.  Ko- 
bertson)«  and  he  assured  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  that    the  terms  on 
which  loans  were  granted  for  building: 
boats  were  not  satisfactory.     He    bad 
received  scores  of  letters  from  fishermea 
in  the  North  complaining  of  the  terras 
offered  by  the  Government  with  regard 
to  the  purchase  of  fishing  boats,    and 
stating  they  were  perfectly  useless,  aa  it 
was  impossible  for  the  fishermen  on  the 
West  Coast  to  collect  the  money  to  pay 
for  them.     £350  had  been  mentioned  as 
the  sum  required  for   a  fishing   boat ; 
but,  from  information  which  he  had  re^ 
ceived,  he  thought  that  the  sum  waa  ton 
low  an  estimate,  and  would  not  he  au& 
cient    to  buy  a  boat  and  gear.        H^ 
thought  that  the  Fishery  Board  had  ut 
right  to  ask  such  onerous  terms,  as  tlie^ 
insisted  on  the  boats  being  insured  t 
their  full  value— thus  giving  them  fu! 
and  ample  security  if  anything    ahon] 
happen  to  the  boats  —  and  the^r   ^vrei 
thus  secure  of  their  money.    WitYi  x^ 
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gard  to  depreciation,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  one-eighth  of  the  money  was 
paid  year  by  year.  On  the  whole, 
therefore,  he  thought  that  the  Fishery 
Board  were  driving  too  hard  a  bargain 
with  these  people.  As  the  hon.  and 
learned  Solicitor  General  had  stated  that 
the  OoYemment  would  welcome  any  sug- 
gestion, he  (Dr.  McDonald)  would  recom- 
mend that  they  should  offer  the  boats  to 
the  fishermen  for  a  very  small  sum  paid 
down,  and  so  enable  them  to  prosper.  He 
freely  told  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor 
General  that  he  did  not  like  the  Com- 
mission.  The  crofter  Members  were  not 
allowed  to  have  any  say  in  the  matter, 
for  the  Government  did  not  give  them 
on  the  Commission  one  man  in  whom 
the  crofters  had  confidence.  That  the 
Commission  had,  however,  done  better 
than  he  expected,  he  freely  admitted ;  but 
it  was  doing  its  work  very  slowly,  and  it 
was  time  that  the  Government  brought 
pressure  to  bear  on  the  Commission  to 
appoint  valuers  so  that  their  work 
might  be  facilitated.  A  great  deal  of 
the  work  was  done  by  gentlemen  who 
got  £800  a-year,  which  could  well  be 
done  by  paid  valuers,  who  could  be 
got  for  £200  a-year. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES)— APPOINTMENT  OF  MAGIS- 
TRATES  IN  FLINTSHIRE. 

OBSEBYATIONS. 

Mr.   SAMUEL  SMITH  (Flintshire) 
said,  thai  he  desired  to  call  attention  to 
a  subject  of  much  interest  to  his  con- 
stitaents — namely,   the  constitution    of 
the  magistracy  in  Flintshire.  The  ques- 
tion liad  been  brought  before  the  notice 
of  the  rigpht  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews)  by  means  of  Questions 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway. 
He  had  not  himself  taken  part  in  these 
Qaeetions  until  that  day,  being  in  hopes 
that  the  grievance  would  be  removed. 
Bat  his  hopes  were  now  very  faint,  and 
he  thonght  it  was  his  duty  to  impress 
upon  the    House    the    great    injustice 
under    which    the    Nonconformists    of 
Flintshire   laboured.    It   ought  to    be 
known  that  in.  this  county  two-thirds  of 
the  population  were  Protestant  Non- 
conformists.    The  magistracy  of  Flint- 
shire numbered  between  80   and    100 
gentlemazL.     He  belieyed  there  was  not 
a  single  Nonconformist  on  the  Bench  in 


Flintshire.  This  caused,  as  it  seemed  to 
him,  very  grievous  injustice.  The  ap- 
pointments in  Flintshire  had  been  made, 
he  might  say,  almost  entirely  in  the 
interests  of  the  Conservative  Party, 
Most  of  the  magistrates  in  Flintshire 
belonged  to  that  Party.  There  were  a 
few  Liberals,  mostly  Churchmen,  and 
one  or  two  Catholics ;  but  so  far  as  he 
knew,  there  was  not  a  single  magistrate 
sitting  on  the  Bench  in  Flintshire  who 
belonged  to  the  religious  denomination 
of  the  great  mass  of  the  constituency. 
This  state  of  things  was  one  which,  at 
this  age  of  the  world,  was  perfectly  in- 
tolerable. They  had  hoped  that  by 
means  of  friendly  private  negotiations 
they  might  get  over  this  diflSculty ;  but 
they  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  was  nothing  for  them  to  do  but  to 
lay  the  matter  before  the  public  and  the 
House  of  Commons,  until  at  last  the 
mere  sense  of  shame,  if  nothing  else, 
would  load  to  justice  being  done.  He 
had  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Home  Secretary  whether  there  were 
about  30  gentlemen  in  Flintshire  who 
possessed  the  requisite  qualification,  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  informed 
him  that  this  was  not  the  case.  Now, 
he  (Mr.  Samuel  Smith)  had  taken  much 
pains  to  ascertain  how  many  Protestant 
Nonconformists  of  Flintshire  possessed 
the  legal  qualifications,  and  he  was  quite 
within  the  mark  when  he  said  there  were 
30  such  men  that  could  be  easily  found. 
He  might  be  told  that  some  of  these 
gentlemen  did  not  possess  the  social 
qualifications.  He  admitted  that  some 
of  them  did  not  hold  the  highest  posi- 
tion in  society ;  but  there  were,  no 
doubt,  a  fair  number  who  possessed 
both  the  educational  and  social  as  well 
as  the  legal  qualifications.  If  the  ap- 
pointments were  made  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  looking  at  this  matter  with 
fair  and  unprejudiced  eyes,  there  could 
not  be  any  difficulty  in  discovering 
several  highly  estimable  persons  who 
might  be  put  upon  the  Bench  with  great 
satisfaction  to  the  mass  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Flintshire.  Again,  the  bulk  of 
the  people  were  Welsh  speaking,  while 
the  present  magistrates,  almost  without 
exception,  were  English  speaking,  and 
were  totally  unacquainted  with  anything 
of  the  Welsh  language.  Interpreters — 
often  men  of  a  very  incompetent  kind — 
were  employed,  and  he  believed  that  in 
consequence  there  were  cases  decided  in 
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which  the  magistrates  were  improperly 
informed  as  to  the  facts,  and  injustice 
was  done.  There  ought  to  he  an  adequate 
representation  on  the  Bench  of  the  Pro- 
testant Nonconformists,  and  especially  of 
those  who  were  ahle  to  speak  the  Welsh 
language.  The  existing  state  of  things 
was  producing  want  of  sympathy  be- 
tween the  people  of  Flintshire  and  the 
adminstration  of  the  law.  He  wished  to 
see  the  law  strengthened,  and  it  could 
be  so  only  in  so  far  as  it  was  based  on 
the  confidence  and  affections  of  the 
people  ;  but  those  who  were  responsible 
in  this  matter  in  that  part  of  Wales 
were  doing  their  best  to  bring  about  a 
breach  between  the  people  and  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law.  The  system  of 
excluding  the  great  mass  of  the  com- 
munity from  their  proper  share  in  the 
administration  of  justice  was  not  truly 
conservative,  or  conducive  to  the  real 
interests  of  the  country.  He  hoped  that 
the  Government  would,  in  some  way  or 
other,  put  pressure  on  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, the  Queen's  Bepresentative  in 
Flintshire,  in  order  to  see  that  this 
glaring  injustice  was  remedied.  If  it 
was  not  remedied,  he  believed  there 
would  be  never-ceasing  agitation,  in- 
creasing disaffection,  and  want  of  con- 
fidence in  the  administration  of  the  law. 
He  did  not  wish  to  see  in  Wales  a  repe- 
tition of  the  scenes  that  had  taken  place 
in  some  parts  of  Lreland ;  but  this  system 
of  excluding  representatives  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  from  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  was  certain  to  bring  it 
about.  His  only  object  in  bringing  that 
question  forward  was  to  promote  good 
feeling  among  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, and  to  remove  all  just  ground 
of  complaint. 

Mb.  08B0ENE  MOEQAN  (Denbigh- 
shire, E.)  said,  the  people  of  Wales 
must  be  exceedingly  grateful,  and  he 
(Mr.  Osborne  Morgan)  begged  to  ex- 
press his  thanks  to  his  hon.  Friend  for 
bringing  that  matter  forward,  because 
such  a  state  of  things  as  now  existed  in 
Flintshire  did  not  exist  in  any  other 
county  of  England  or  Wales,  Although 
the  great  majority  of  iU  inhabitants 
were  Nonconformists,  yet  there  was 
not  a  single  Nonconformist  magistrate 
on  the  Bench.  Question  after  Ques- 
tion had  been  put  to  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Home 
Department  (Mr.  Stuart- Wortley),  and 
he  was  bound  to  say  that  the  answers  of 

Mt*  Samuel  Smith 


the  Under  Secretary  upon  the  question 
had  been  most  unsatisfactory.     His  hon. 
Friend  had  pointed  out  that  there  were 
30  Nonconformist  gentlemen  in  Flint- 
shire who  possessed  the  necessary  quali- 
fication for  appointment  to  the  magis- 
tracy.    The  hon.  Member  for  the  county 
of  Flint  (Mr.  Samuel  Smith),  and  also 
the  hon.    Member  for  the  Borough  of 
Flint  (Mr.  John  Boberts),  themselves 
possessed    the   necessary  qualifications 
for  the  magistracy,  and  both  of  them,  he 
believed,  acted  as  magistrates  in  neigh- 
bouring counties,  but  yet  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Flintshire  had  not  thought  fit 
to  put  either  of  them  or  any  other  Non- 
conformist on  the    Bench.     Was  that 
the  result  of   accident?     The    Webh 
people  had    hitherto  been    among  the 
most  loyal  and  law-abiding  subjects  of 
the  Queen ;    but  he    doubted  whether 
there  was  not   a  strong  spirit  of  dis- 
content and  disaffection  springing  up  in 
many  parts  of  Wales,  and  he  was  bound 
to  say  that  Lords  Lieutenant  who  acted 
in  the  way  which  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
for    Flintshire    did    were    greatly    re- 
sponsible for  that  state  of  things. 

LAW  AND   JUSTICE    (IRELAND) -THE 
BARBAVILLA  PRISONERS. 

OBSEKVATIONS. 

Mr.  TUITE  (Westmeath,  N.)  said, 
he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  condition  of  the  prisoners 
who  were  convicted  in  this  case,  and  to 
ask  the  Government  to  grant  an  im- 
partial inquiry  in  their  case,  as  had. 
been  given  in  the  case  of  the  prisoners 
Hebron  and  Brian  Kilmartin.  Mi-. 
Justice  Day  had  been  sent  to  investigate 
the  Belfast  riots,  and  he  urged  tbcLt 
some  impartial  Judge  should  be  sent  to 
investigate  the  circumstances  of  tbia 
case.  If  he  were  not  clearly  convin 
that  the  men  now  suffering  penal 
vitude  were  completely  innocent 
would  not  trouble  the  House  for 
moment  on  the  subject.  All  the  Oo- 
vernment  were  asked  to  do  was  to  ^i^ve 
an  impartial  inquiry  into  the  caso  o£ 
these  prisoners,  such  as  was  given  iiit<^ 
the  case  of  Hebron,  Kyan,  and  K^ii^, 
martin,  and  if  that  were  done  evid^i^ce 
would  be  produced  to  show  the 
cence  of  the  men,  and  to  show  th 
jured  character  of  the  testimox^V' 
which  they  had  been  oonvicted.  Gozi 
stable  Fitzgerald  was   ready  to      %uK 
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fitantiate  the  statement  which  he  had 
abeady  made  that  the  informers  in  the 
case  had  between  them  concocted  the 
evidence    on  which  a   packed   jury  in 
Green  Street  had  convicted  the  prisoners. 
He  again  appealed  to  the  Government 
not  to  be  so  steadfast  In  refusing  the 
impartial  inquiry  he  asked  for,  and  for 
which  he  would  continue  to  ask  so  long 
as  he  was  a  Member  of  the  House.    He 
was  sorry  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour)  had  not  thought  fit  to  make 
it  convenient  to  he  presenc  in  the  House ; 
for  he  (Mr.  Tuite)  wished  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  National  Teachers'  Bill.  The 
Government  had  promised  from  time  to 
time  to  deal  with  the  position  of  those 
teachers^  and  successive  Chief  Secretaries 
had  been  interviewed  on  the   subject. 
The  reply  given  in  each  case  had  been 
to  the  effect  that  the  position  of  the 
teachers  would    be    immediately   con- 
sidered by  the  Government.    The  result 
up  to  the   present  had   been  that  the 
teachers  had  received  many  promises, 
but  nothing  in  the  shape  of  substantial 
improvement  in  their  position.     Com- 
paring the  inferior  position  of  the  Irish 
teachers  with  that  of  the  English  and 
Scotch  teachers,  he  said  that  all  they 
wanted  was  to  have  the  Irish  teachers 
placed  on    the  same  footing   as  their 
brethren  in  England  and  Scotland.     He 
asked,  seeing  that  no  facilities  had  been 
offered  by  the  Government  for  the  dis- 
cossion  of  the  Bill,  whether  they  would 
giye  a  promise  that  before  the  Session 
closed  the  case  of  the  Irish   teachers 
would  be  considered. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  POB  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT rMr.  Stuakt-Wortley)  (Shef- 
field, Hailam)  said,  he  wished  to  inter- 
pose in  the  debate  In  order  to  answer 
the  qaeetion  raised  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Suffolk  (Mr.  Quilter) 
as    to    the     tenders    for    contracts    of 

K'lon  labour.  The  subject  had  been 
ug'ht  to  his  notice  so  late  before  coming 
down  to  the  House  that  he  had  prac- 
tically no  opportunity  of  learning  more 
than  that  the  tenders  had  been  invited. 
In  the  circumstances,  he  must  not  be 
tftkaa  to  admit  that  in  the  contracts  to 
be  made  there  was  any  departure  con- 
templated from  pledges  given  to  the 
Hotue,  or  that  there  was  any  intention 
l»  increase  to  any  extent  the  amount  of 

labour  done  in  the  prisons. 


There  had  been  a  great  decrease  in  the 
last  nine  years  in  the  amount  of  mat- 
making  labour.  In  the  convict  prisons 
mat -making  had  disappeared  alto- 
gether, and  in  the  local  prisons  the  daily 
average  number  of  prisoners  employed 
on  it  had  diminished  in  this  period  from 
close  upon  3,000  to  1,681.  He  hoped 
that  this  fact  indicated  what  the  policy 
of  the  Department  was.  He  assured 
the  hon.  Member  that  he  would  take 
care  that  no  action  was  taken  in  respect 
of  those  tenders  until  after  the  first  two 
days  after  the  House  had  met  again, 
and  until  there  had  thus  been  an  oppor- 
tunity of  raising  the  subject  in  the  form 
of  a  Question  in  the  House  or  on  the 
Estimates.  In  reference  to  the  question 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Flintshire 
(Mr.  S.  Smith)  and  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Denbighshire  (Mr.  Osborne 
Morgan)  as  to  the  insufficient  repre- 
sentation of  the  Nonconformist  party  on 
the  magisterial  Bench • 

Mb.  OSBORNE  MORGAN :  No  re- 
presentation  at  all. 

Mr.  STUART-WORTLEY  :  Well,  an 
inadequate  representation. 

Me.  SAMUEL  SMITH :  None  at  all. 

Mb.  STUART-WORTLEY :  Well,  in 
saying  that  there  was  no  representation 
at  all  it  seemed  to  be  assumed  that  there 
was  a  right  to  some  representation.  The 
mere  fact  that  a  man  belonged  to  a  par- 
ticular religious  denomination  did  not 
constitute  a  right  or  qualification  for  the 
Bench.  Moreover,  the  law  did  not  give 
the  appointments  to  the  House  nor  to  the 
political  departments  of  the  Executive 
Government.  The  information  they  had 
received  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  upon 
whom  the  responsibility  rested,  was  to 
the  effect  that  he  was  unable  to  find 
gentlemen  possessing  the  necessary 
qualification  to  sit  on  the  Bench.  When 
he  said  qualification  he  understood  him 
to  mean  not  merely  qualification  by 
estate,  but  to  include  also  qualifications 
with  regard  to  social  position,  and  in  the 
matter  of  legal  learning.  He  thought  it 
was  a  wise  arrangement  which  kept  the 
appointment  of  magistrates  a  thing  apart 
from  the  duties  of  the  Administration ; 
but  even  if  it  were  advisable  to  alter  the 
law,  there  were  measures  on  the  subject 
before  the  House  which  made  discus- 
sion on  such  a  subject  at  present  out 
of  Order.  He  did  not  see  what  the 
Government  coidd  do  in  the  matter.  If 
it  was  possible  to  pat  pressure  on  the 
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Lord  Lieutenant  in  the  direction  indi- 
cated, an  opportunity  had  presented  itself 
during  the  five  years  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  power. 
It  was  surprising  that  they  had  made  so 
little  use  of  their  opportunities  in  the 
matter  complained  of.  The  matter  did 
not  come  within  the  province  of  the  De- 
partment which  he  represented.  The 
main  facts  on  which  the  hon.  Member 
rested  his  case  were  really  disputed  by 
those  who  were  equally  well  able  to 
judge  of  the  question  with  himself. 
He  (Mr.  Stuart- Wortley)  must  protest 
against  the  idea  that  anything  improper 
had  been  done,  and  deny  that  the  mat- 
ter was  within  the  province  of  the  De- 
partment to  which  he  belonged. 

THE  VACCINATION  ACT— ACTION  OF 
THE  COMPULSORY  LAW  OF  VACCI- 
NATION.— OBSERVATIONS. 

Mb.  PIOTON  (Leicester)  said,  that  he 
wished  to  bring  before  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  and  the 
Government  generally  a  subject  which 
was  one  of  increasing  importance — that 
was  the  growing  friction  which  attended 
the  working  of  the  Vaccination  Acts.  He 
wanted  to  urge  some  reasons  why  the 
Government  should  give  attention  to  the 
question  and  look  into  it  under  the  new 
aspect  which  it  wore  now.  Within  a 
very  few  years  there  had  been  thousands 
of  prosecutions  under  that  Act,  a  ereat 
number  of  conscientious  men  had  been 
imprisoned,  and  the  goods  of  many 
honest  and  industrious  men  had  been 
distrained.  It  should  not  be  forgotten 
that  the  people  who  suffered  under  what 
they  called  persecution  were,  in  almost 
all  cases,  men  and  women  of  good  cha- 
racter, of  industry,  and  of  thrift,  and  of 
intelligence  enough  to  form  an  opinion 
for  themselves,  and  of  firmness  to  stick 
to  it.  He  thought  such  people  were  de- 
serving of  a  good  deal  of  consideration. 
They  had,  at  any  rate,  experience  to  go 
by.  A  large  number  of  them  had  seen 
their  own  children  suffer  from  vaccina- 
tion. L*'  Oh,  oh !  "]  At  all  events,  they 
had  seen  them  suffer  in  a  manner  which 
they  traced  to  the  effects  of  the  opera- 
tion. They  were  fortified  in  this  view 
by  the  opinions  of  a  good  many  medical 
men,  who  not  only  did  not  deny,  but 
urged  that  vaccination  was  frequently 
attended  with  considerable  danger.  The 
Government  should  not  look  on  quietly 
and  see  prosecutions  increasing  by  leaps 

Mr.  Stuart' JFortley 


and  bounds,  and  also  see  the  amount  of 
suffering  entailed,  without  trying  to  find 
out  whether  anything  could  be  done  to 
lessen  the  strain  of  the  law.  He  had 
asked  a  Question  the  previous  day  with 
respect  to  a  case  of  special  hardship 
which  had  happened  on  the  borders  of 
his  own  constituency.  He  referred  to  the 
case  of  a  Mr.  King,  who,  in  consequence 
of  what  had  happened  in  his  own  family, 
had  declined  to  have  one  of  his  own 
children  vaccinated.  A  fine  was  in- 
fiicted.  The  child  died  on  the  9th  May 
last  year ;  but  it  was  not  until  the  May 
of  this  year  that  the  fine  was  enforced  by 
distraint.  The  mode  of  carrying  out  the 
law  had  inspired  such  a  bitter  feeling  in 
Leicester,  that  a  sale  of  Eling*s  goods 
could  not  be  carried  out,  and  it  was  not 
surprising  that  some  disorder  arose. 
Besides  that,  it  was  said  that  the  provi- 
sions of  the  law  were  not  fully  complied 
with,  especially  with  regard  to  the  time 
of  selling  the  goods. 

Mb.  SPEAKEE  said,  that  he  was 
sorry  to  interrupt  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
but  he  must  remind  him  that  he  was 
now  speaking  on  a  subject — the  com- 
pulsory vaccination  laws — in  regard  to 
which  he  had  given  Notice  of  a  Motion  on 
a  future  day« 

Mr.  PIOTON  said,  that  he  begged 
pardon  if  he  had  transgressed  the  Rules 
of  the  House.     He  did  not  then  desire 
to  discuss  the  operation  or  the  merits  of 
the  laws  of  compulsory  vaccination.    H.e 
was  only  asking  that  the  Government 
should  direct  their  attention  to  the  in- 
creasing friction  caused  by  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  of  compulsory  vaccina- 
tion. The  difficulty  of  enforcing  the  law 
was  now  rapidly  increasing,    and     lie 
trusted  that  the  Government  would  not 
allow  it  to  escape  their  attention,   but 
would,  if  possible,  take  measures  to  ter- 
minate the  existing  state  of  thinffs. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL. 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  RixcmEY 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's)  said,  tlkat; 
after  the  Speaker's  ruling  the  House 
would  not  expect  him  to  enter  ctt  cLnj 
length  into  the  subject  which  the  bon^ 
Member  had  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  House.  The  object  of  tlxe  hoQj 
Member  had  his  sympathy,  and  l&e  ra 
gretted  that  such  action  as  tlxo  Iioq 
Member  referred  to  had  to  be  tWkon  To 
the  purpose  of  seeing  that  the  la.'w 
carried  out.  There  were,  no  doixbtl 
considerable  number  of  persona  ^rlxo  l^a 
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conscientious  objections  to  their  children 
being  vaccinated,  but  many  of  the  prose- 
cations  arose,  not  on  account  of  persons 
conscientiously  ref  using  to  comply  with 
the  law,  but  because  certain  associations 
urged  people  not  to  comply  with  the  law. 
The  Local  Government  Board  had  a  duty 
to  perform,  and  were  bound  to  see  that 
the  Vaccination  Acts  were  carried  out, 
but  at  the  same  time  they  were  desirous 
that  this  should  be  done  without  undue 
harshness.  He  could  not  say  that  there 
was  any  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  institute  any  general  inquiry 
mto  the  matter.  He  gave  his  personal 
attention  to  every  case  brought  before 
him,  and  he  always  took  care  to  see  that 
the  law  was  not  unduly  strained.  More 
than  that  he  could  not  say. 

Mb.  8WBTENHAM  (Carnarvon,  &c.) 
had  wished  to  say  something  at  an  earlier 
moment  on  the  subject  of  justice  in  Flint- 
shire, as  he  did  not  wish  what  had  been 
already  said  by  a  right  hon.  and  hon. 
Qentleman  on  the  other  side  to  pass  im- 
challenged.    No  one  had  had  a  greater 
opportanity  for  the  last  85  years  than 
he  had  to  see  the  way  in  which  justice 
in  that  county  was  administered.     He 
had  the  honour  of  knowing  very  well 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Flintshire ;  and 
of  seeing  the  extremely  conscientious 
manner  in  which  he  made  his  appoint- 
ments, and  he  ventured  to  think  that 
there  could  be  no  greater  justification 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
than  the  remarks  which  fell  from  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Flint- 
shire.    The  nature  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's complaint  was  that  Nonconform- 
ists ought  to  be  appointed,  and  in  fact, 
that   inquiries  ought  to  be  made  into 
their  political  views.    Now,  that  was  the 
very  thing  which  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Flintshire  refused  to  do.    The  Lord 
Lieatenant  said  that  a  Lord  Lieutenant, 
ia  order  to  win  the  admiration  and  the 
confidence  of  the  country,  ought  not  to 
look   any  way    either    to    religion    or 
polities,  and  he  refused  to  do  so.    What 
he  did  look  to,  and  rightly  in  his  (Mr. 
8wetenham's)  opinion,  was  that  the  gen- 
tleman he  wished  to  appoint  to  the  County 
Bench  was  both  socially,  educationally, 
and  financnally  a  desirable  person.  There- 
idrSy  he   rentured  to  think  that  if  the 
hon.  Member  for  Flintshire  had  had  as 
Bvch  experience  as  he  had  had,  and  the 
opportunities  of  seeing  the  way 
warn  administered  in  Flintshire,  he 


would  have  spared  the  House  the  remark 
which  fell  from  him  to-day-^a  remark 
which  was  calculated  to  bring  justice  into 
disrepute  in  the  county.  He  thought 
it  quite  right  to  make  these  obser- 
vations, and  he  should  not  have  troubled 
the  House  with  them  if  he  had  not 
thought  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that 
someone  knowing  the  facts  of  the  case 
should  rise  in  his  place  and  say  that 
which  he  knew,  and  be  able  to  refute 
the  arguments  used.  There  was  only 
one  other  observation  he  had  to  make. 
It  had  been  said  that  there  were  no  less 
than  30  gentlemen  fully  qualified  for 
taking  their  seat  on  the  Flintshire 
Bench.  No  one  knew  the  facts  better 
than  he,  and  he  ventured  to  say  there 
were  not  any  thing  like  that  number  who 
were  fit  and  qualified  to  take  that  im- 
portant position.  It  was  said  that  the 
hon.  Member  himself  was  not  a  magis- 
trate. He  (Mr.  Swetenham)  did  not 
think  the  hon.  Gentleman  resided  in 
Flintshire,  but  he  was  quite  certain  if 
he  did  reside  there,  and  if  he  expressed 
the  smallest  wish  to  become  a  magis- 
trate, and  that  wish  was  conveyed  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  that  officer  would  in- 
stantly recommend  him  for  the  position. 
Colonel  NOLAN  (Gal way,  N.)  said, 
that  the  speech  of  the  Member  for 
Caithness  (Dr.  Clark)  had  raised  several 
questions  which  were  of  interest  in  the 
West  of  Ireland.  The  hon.  Member  had 
referred  to  the  want  of  the  crofters  for 
more  land.  This  was  also  the  case  of 
tenants  in  the  West  of  Ireland.  What- 
ever the  rent  might  be,  the  smaller  ten- 
ants in  the  West  of  Ireland  could  not 
support  themselves  and  families  in 
decent  comfort  on  their  small  holdings. 
Fortunately,  with  the  exception  of  the 
coast,  all  over  the  West  of  Ireland  there 
was  an  ample  supply  of  grass  land  in 
each  district  which  could  be  taken  at  a 
valuation  and  given  to  increase  the  hold- 
ing of  the  small  farmers.  As  a  general 
rule  proprietors  would  be  extremely  glad 
to  seU  the  grass  lands  at  a  fair  value,  and 
the  result  would  do  more  good  than  could 
be  accomplished  by  any  amount  of  legis- 
lation. There  would  be  some  objection 
on  the  part  of  the  larger  grass  farmers, 
but  that  was  a  comparatively  small 
difficulty.  He  shoidd  like  to  see  an 
Amendment  of  the  Purchase  Clauses  of 
the  Land  Act  so  as  to  enable  the  tenants 
to  buy  the  land  adjoining  their  hold- 
ings.   This  could  easily  be  done  if  the 
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G-overnment  wore  willing  to  advance  the 
money  at  a  reasonably  low  rate  of  in- 
terest. He  would  impress  upon  the  Go- 
vernment the  necessity  of  giving  their 
most  careful  attention  to  this  matter. 
Mr.  JOHN  O'OONNOE  (Tipperary, 
S.)  said,  he  wished  once  more  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  grievances 
of  the  National  School  teachers  of  Ire- 
land, a  class  that  had  been  living  on 
promises  for  many  years.  He  wanted 
to  know  what  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
done  towards  satisfying  the  just  de- 
mands of  the  teachers.  So  far  as  he 
(Mr.  John  O'Connor)  could  gather,  he 
believed  that  although  successive  Chief 
Secretaries  had  admitted  the  grievances 
and  promised  to  remedy  them,  nothing 
whatever  had  been  done  up  to  the  pre- 
sent in  fulfilment  of  those  promises. 

HIGH  COURT  OF  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)— 
THE  COURT  OF  APPEAL— THE  LORD 
CHANCELLOR  OF  IRELAND. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEAXY  (Longford,  N.) 
said,  he  quite  sympathized  with  the 
claims  of  the  National  teachers,  as  put 
forward  by  his  hon.  Friends  ;  but  what 
he  now  rose  for  was  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  difference  in  the 
constitution  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in 
Ireland  and  in  England.  In  England 
he  understood  the  practice  to  be  that  a 
Lord  Chancellor  never  sat  in  the  Court 
of  Appeal  except  to  hear  some  interlocu- 
tory matter,  or  unless  a  Judge  happened 
to  be  sick  or  absent  from  any  cause 
whatever.  So  far  as  he  could  gather 
from  the  Judiciary  Act,  the  constitution 
of  the  English  and  Irish  Courts  of  Ap- 
peal were  of  a  similar  character.  In 
England  practically  no  political  question 
came  before  the  Court.  At  any  rate,  it 
was  extremely  rare  for  anything  of  a 
Party  nature  to  come  before  the  Court, 
and  yet  the  English  Lord  Chancellor 
never  sat  in  the  Court  of  Appeal.  If 
the  English  Lord  Chancellor,  who  was 
always  a  political  official  and  a  Member 
of  the  Cabinet,  was  so  scrupulous  as  to 
avoid  the  duties  of  the  English  Court  of 
Appeal,  what  should  be  the  feeling  of 
the  Irish  Lord  Chancellor  in  the  matter, 
considering    that    they    not    only    had 

Eolitical  cases  but  agrarian  cases — cases 
etween  landlord  and  tenant — coming 
before  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Ireland 
Never  within  the  present  generation  at 

Colonel  Nolan 


least  was  on  Irish  Lord  Chancellor,  be- 
fore the  present  one,  an  active  politician 
and  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet.      Lord 
Ashbourne  fought  the  case  of  the  land- 
lords during  the  debates  on  the  Land 
Act  of  1881   in  that  House    with   an 
ability  that  no  one  who  witnessed  the 
fight    could   mistake,    and    he    saved 
millions  of  money  to  the  landlords  by 
his  resistance  to  reform  and  changes  in 
the  Bill.      He  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  did 
not  object  to  Mr.  (Jibson's  well-deserved 
promotion  as   Lord  Ashbourne  to  the 
House  of  Lords  and  to  a  seat  in  the 
Cabinet ;  but,  he  asked,  was  it  just  or 
fair  that  Lord  Ashbourne,  after  taking 
an   active  part   in  opposing  the  Land 
Act,  should  sit  in  the  Court  of  Appeal 
and  decide  questions  arising  under  that 
Act  ?  Lord  Ashbourne  showed  a  proper 
sense  of  the  incongruity  of  his  position 
as  a  politician  and  a  Judge  in  the  regis- 
tration appeals  in  1885  when  he  declined 
to  sit  in  the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  why 
he  did  not  act  in  a  similar  manner  in 
regard  to  other  cases  in  which  Party 
feeling  also  rose  was  very  Strang^.   Take 
the  case  of  Father  Keller.     Eveiybody 
knew  that  the  arrest  of  Father  Keller 
was  dictated  by    political  bias.      The 
Official  Assignee  was  forced  by  order  to 
go  on  with  the  proceedings  against  him. 
A  question  arose  upon  habeas  corpus  as  to 
whether  the  warrant  of  arrest  was  valid 
or  not.     That  case  agitated  the  entire 
population  of  Ireland,  and  if  there  ever 
was  a  case  in  which  a  political  official 
of  the  Government  should    not    have 
sat  it  was  this  case.      It  would   have 
been  much  more  fair  and  orderly  if  Xiord 
Ashbourne  had  refrained  from  sitting  in 
the  Court  of  Appeal  to  hear  the  case.  Se 
was  one  of  five  members  of  the  Croort 
four  of  whom  decided  one  way,  while  he 
decided  the  other.     He  did  not  say  that 
his  Lordship's  law  was  not  of  the  most 
perfect  and  classic   character;   but   he 
thought  he  would  better  have  preserved 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  for  the  Court  of  Appeflkl  if  h€ 
had  not  formed  a  member  of  uiat  Courts 
The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland    liad 
quite  sufficient  to  attend  to  if  he  attended 
to  minors  and    lunatics.     He   trusted  i 
therefore,  that  he  would  in  future  fbUo^ 
the  example  of  the  English  Lord  Chan 
cellor.    He  was  very  glad  to  bear  th 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  expreea    hj 
satisfaction  at  the  release  of  the  He^ 
Bell  Ooz,  an  English  dergynian*      Nov 
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he  did  not  know  what  the  Eev.  Bell  Cox 
was  imprisoned  for ;  but  he  was,  at  any 
rate,  a  conyicted  prisoner,  convicted  by 
a  competent  authority.    Father  Keller 
was  not  a  convicted  prisoner.     He  was 
not  convicted  for  anything  derogatory  to 
reUg^ouB  practices,  and  he  was  merely 
committed    by    the    Irish    Bankruptcy 
Court  for  contempt,  and  now  it  turned 
out  that  the  Irish  Bankruptcy  Court  had 
no  right  to  commit  the  rev.  gentleman, 
and  tliat  the  whole   proceedings  were 
illegal  and  bad  from  first  to  last.    If  so, 
all  the  previous  matters  depending  upon 
that  warrant,  including  the  order  given  to 
charge  the  people  at  Youghal,  resulting 
in  the  murder  of  O'Hanlon,  were  also 
illegally  done  by  the  Government.    The 
Government,  while  they  supplied  tin  bayo- 
nets to  the  soldiers  who  went  to  Egypt  to 
fight  the  foes  of  England,  always  took 
care  to  supply  the  Irish  police  with  the 
best  cutlery.     A  Coroner's  jury  had  re- 
tamed  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  against 
the  policeman  who  had  killed  O'Hanlon 
and  the  officer  who  had  given  the  order  to 
charge.    They  heard  a  great  deal  about 
law  and  order,  and  respect  for  compe- 
tent tribunals ;  but  what  had  happened 
in  this  case  ?    The  officers  of  the  Con- 
stabulary had  refused  to  answer  any 
question  as  to  who  had  been  guilty  of 
tills  terrible  crime,  and  the  Government 
had  backed  them  up.      The  Attorney 
(General  for  Ireland  was  very  strong 
upon  the  subject  of  contempt  of  Court, 
bat  this  was  in  itself  a  case  of  contempt 
of  the  Coroner's  Court.     The  Govern- 
ment refused  even  to  prosecute  Constable 
Ward  and  Mr.  Somerville,  who  in  the 
eyes  of  the  law  were  murderers ;  they 
had  been  retired  for  a  short  time  upon 
full  pay,  and  then  sent  back  to  the  Con- 
stabulary.   It  was  not  improbable  that 
these  men  would  get  promotion,  as  Town 
Inspector  Cameron  and  Town  Inspector 
Carr  had  been  promoted  after  they  had 
rendered  themselyes  obnoxious  to  the 
people.    Was  it  likely  that  the  people  of 
Irelaiid  could  respect  law  and  order  when 
they  saw  that  the  Gk>vemment  itself  paid 
no  respect  to  law  and  order  ?    The  Go- 
Temfnent  acted  similarly  in   the  case 
of  District  Inspector  Milling,  who  had 
bludgeoned  the  people  in  Cork ;   and 
tfaoag^h  a  Bench  of  Magistrates  returned 
that  Inspector  for  ^al  the  Government 
x«fased  to  prosecute.    [Laughterr\   Hon. 
Mfflnbers  opposite  were  accustomed  to 
lan^h  when  they  heard  that  the  heads 
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of  Irish  Members  were  broken  by  the 
police. 

Me.  ATKINSON  (Boston)  rose  to  a 
point  of  Order,  and  asked  whether  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member's  remarks 
were  relevant,  because  they  appeared  to 
him  to  be  nonsense  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  There  can  be  no 
point  of  Order  with  regard  to  irrelevancy 
upon  a  Motion  for  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  think  I  caught 
the  word  "nonsense."  I  do  not  know, 
Mr.  Speaker,  whether  that  word  is  in 
Order ;  if  so,  it  will  greatly  enlarge  the 
Parliamentary  vocabulary. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  I  understood  the 
hon.  Member  (Mr.  Atkinson)  to  rise  to 
Order  when  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber was  speaking  of  hon.  Members 
opposite  in  a  manner  that  was  certainly 
unusual  in  this  House,  and  rather,  I 
thought,  deficient  in  the  ordinary  Par- 
liamentary courtesies,  and  I  thought  he 
was  going  to  refer  to  that  part  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member's  remarks ; 
but  he  did  use  the  expression  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  was  speaking 
nonsense,  which  in  itself  was  not  a 
courteous  expression ;  but  I  interpreted 
it  to  refer  to  irrelevancy,  and  said  that 
it  was  not  on  a  point  of  Order,  as  we  are 
on  a  Question  of  adjournment. 

Mb.  ATKINSON:  I  will  withdraw 
the  word  ''  nonsense,"  and  will  say  that 
the  remarks  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  were  ''irrelevant." 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  he  was  quite 
indifferent  to  what  the  hon.  Member  or 
any  of  his  Party  might  think  of  his  re- 
marks. With  regard  to  the  cases  of 
police  who  had  been  convicted  of  illegal 
conduct,  if  the  Government  did  not 
choose  to  prosecute  them,  he  did  not,  at 
all  events,  see  why  they  should  promote 
them. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) said,  that  as  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  referred  to  the  case  of  the 
Barbavilla  prisoners  had  not  introduced 
anything  new  into  the  discussion,  he 
could  only  refer  him  to  what  he  had 
said  in  reply  to  him  on  former  occa- 
sions. The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
who  last  spoke  began  by  referring  to 
the  constitution  of  the  Oourt  of  Appeal 
in  Ireland.  He  could  only  say  that  the 
Court  of  Appeal  in  Ireland  was  consti- 
tuted according  to  the  Judicature  Act  of 
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1877 ;  and  for  a  very  considerable  period 
before  that  the  Court  of  Chancery  Appeal 
was  constituted  with  the  Lord  Chancellor 
as  one  of  its  constituted  members.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  said  that  in 
Ireland  the  Lord  Chancellor  sat  in  the 
Court  of  Appeal,  while  in  England  he 
did  not  do  so.  It  would  be  impossiblci 
without  a  much  larger  staff,  to  manage 
the  Court  of  Appeal  unless  the  Lord 
Chancellor  was  a  member  of  it ;  and  it 
was  on  that  basis  that  its  constitution 
under  the  Act  of  1877  was  drawn  out 
It  did  not  appear  to  be  an  extraordi- 
nary thing,  when  that  Act  was  passed 
that  the  Lord  Chancellor  should  be 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  Court  of 
Appeal.  They  had  in  the  Court  of 
Appeal  in  Ireland  Lord  Chancellors 
drawn  from  both  sides  of  the  House. 
They  had  two  very  distinguished  and 
keen  politicians  from  the  Liberal  side 
of  the  House— Lord  O'Hagan  and  the 
late  Mr.  Hugh  Law.  In  the  same  way, 
Lord  Ashbourne  had  always  acted  as 
his  Predecessors  had  done  in  presiding 
in  that  Court ;  and,  as  he  gathered  from 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member,  he  did 
not  impute  to  Lord  Ashbourne  par- 
tiality in  the  mode  in  which  he  admi- 
nistered justice.  At  present  the  Eng- 
lish Lord  Chancellor  did  not  sit  in  the 
Court  of  Appeal.  For  many  years  he 
had  done  so ;  but  by  reason  of  the  ap- 
pellate  jurisdiction  of  the  House  of 
Lords  his  time  was  fully  occupied,  and 
t  had  been  for  many  years  not  usual  for 
him  to  do  so,  and  why?  Because  he 
was  presiding  in  the  very  highest  Court 
of  the  Bealm.  If  the  case  of  Father 
Keller  was  brought  to  the  House  of 
Lords  the  Lord  Chancellor  would  pre- 
side at  the  hearing.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  then  referred  to  the  arrest  of 
Father  Keller,  and  asked  why  the  Gt>- 
yernment  should  not  make  some  inquiry 
into  the  circumstances  connected  with  it, 
and  make  that  inquiry  with  the  view  of 
seeing  that  some  compensation  should 
be  given.  What  occurred  in  that  case 
occurred  very  frequently  in  the  various 
Courts,  the  only  difference  being  that  it 
was  a  rev.  gendeman  in  that  case,  while 
in  other  oases  the  person  committed 
would  not  be  in  Holy  Orders.  The 
Court  of  Bankruptcy  made  an  order 
that  had  the  effect  of  sending  this  rev. 
gentleman  to  prison.     It  came  by  ap- 

Seal  before  the  Queen's  Bench,  and  that 
burt  decided  that  the  order  was  right  ; 
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and  it  then  came  before  the  Court  of 
Appeal,  and  that  Court,  by  a  majority 
of  four  Judges  to  one,  decided  that  the 
order  was  wrong.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  also  refered  to  the  case  of  an 
English  clergyman,  who  was  released 
by  the  Superior  Courts.  He  (Mr. 
Holmes)  was  not  aware  that  any  de- 
mand for  inquiry  or  compensation  was 
made  in  that  case,  which  was  a  pre- 
cisely similar  case  to  that  of  Father 
Keller. 

Ma.  T.  M.   HEALY:    No;  he  was 
convicted  in  that  case. 

Mb.    HOLMES    wished    further   to 
point  out  that  the  Court  of  Appeal  held 
that  Father  Keller  should  be  released  by 
reason  of  the  warrant  not  being  valid. 
They  all  admitted  that  the  facts  of  the 
case  as  they  transpired    in  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Court  were  sufficient  to  justify 
the  Judge  in  making  the  order  to  com- 
mit him  to  prison,  but  they  held  that 
the  mode  in  which  he  made  that  order 
was  bad.    The  point  had  been  a  tech- 
nical   one;    although  a    proper    order 
could  have  been  made,  as  a  matter  of 
fact  it  had  not  been  made.     With  refer- 
ence to  the  proceedings  at  Youghal,  in 
which  a  man,  unfortunately,  lost  his  life, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  there  was 
considerable  excitement    in   Youghal; 
and  at  the  time  the  police  charged  with 
their  bayonets  Father  Keller  was  not 
arrested  at  all.    It  took  place  early  in 
the  morning  after  the  lives  of  the  police 
had  been  placed  in  danger.     Although 
the  stabbing  of  the  man  was  an  unfor- 
tunate circumstance,  he  denied  that  it 
was  a  criminal  act.    The  matter  was  in- 
vestigated before  the  Coroner's  jury,  and 
it  was  not  a  fact  that  Constabulary  wit- 
nesses refused  to  answer  any  queation, 
because  it  appeared  from  the  depositions 
that  all   the  questions  asked  were  an- 
swered.   He  read  the  depositions  most 
carefully,  and  beyond  all  doubt,     any 
officer  would  be  justified  in  ordering  the 
charge.     The  man  Ward  would    have 
been  dismissed  from  the  force  if  he  had 
not  carried  it  out,  and  the  officer  (8ub- 
Inspector  Somerville)  would  have  heen 
guilty  of  a  dereliction  of  duty  if  he  had 
not  ordered  it.    Having  read  the  depo- 
sitions he  advised  that  no  proaecutaon 
should  be  brought,  as  he  had  advised  in 
the  case  of  eight  policemen  who  had, 
also,  been  found  guilty  of  wilful  murder 
by  a  Coroner's  jury  in  Belfast.     He  was 
informed  that  ^ccordin^  to  the  practice 
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in  England  there  was  no  precedent  for  a 
man  being  pnt  on  bis  trial  on  a  Coroner's 
inquisition.  He  believed  he  would  not 
be  justified  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty  by  directing  a  trial  against  those 
men  in  Youghal  or  against  those  men 
m  Belfast.  [Mr.  T.  M.  Hbaly  :  What 
happened  ?  1  The  matter  did  not  belong 
to  his  Department,  but  he  heard  the 
Ohief  Secretary  for  Ireland  stating,  in 
answer  to  a  Question,  that  Sub-Inspector 
Bomerrille  and  Oonstable  Ward  were 
still  in  the  force,  and  he  did  not  see  why 
they  should  not  be.  Then,  in  regard  to 
the  case  of  Sub-Inspector  Milling,  he 
was  bound  to  clear  the  streets  of  Oork 
owing  to  the  collection  of  a  crowd  in  the 
streets  at  that  late  hour.  And  he  did 
dear  the  streets,  as  the  police  would  do 
nnder  ordinary  circumstances.  Although 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Cork  (Dr. 
Tanner)  was  knocked  down,  that  was 
done  in  the  ordinary  course  of  clearing 
the  streets,  and  on  reading  the  deposi- 
tions in  that  case  he  did  what  he  had 
done  ag^in  and  again  in  other  cases — 
directed  that  the  Crown  should  not 
prosecute.  These  were  the  facts  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  had  referred  to. 
He  had  no  knowledge  that  he  was 
going  to  bring  them  forward,  except 
what  he  said  with  respect  to  the  Court 
of  Appeal  last  night;  but  he  had  the 
facts  in  his  recollection,  and  was,  there- 
fore,  able  to  answer  the  questions  which 
he  had  raised. 

PARLIAMENT  —  BUSINESS  OF  THE 
HOUSE  —  UNSATISFACTORY  STATE 
OP  PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

OBSEBVATIOKS. 

Mb.  E.  BOBERTSON  (Dundee)  said, 
he  rose  to  make  some  observations  on 
a  rabject  which  he  wished  could  have 
been  taken  up  by  some  Member  of 
greater  experience  in  the  House  than 
himself.  He  referred  to  the  eztraor- 
dinarj  situation  in  which  the  House 
found  itself  placed  with  regard  to  the 

general  business  of  the  country.  The 
ouse  had  now  been  sitting  four  months, 
and  dariiig  that  time  what  had  taken 
place  ?  They  had  passed  two  clauses 
of  the  Coercion  Bill  for  Ireland  and  the 
Bill  to  enable  the  Duke  of  Oonnaught 
to  come  home  for  the  purpose  of  attend- 
ing Her  Majesty's  Jubilee  Oelebrations. 
He  did  not  Know  whether  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  considered  this  record  of 


achievements  as  sufficient  to  justify  the 
reward  he  had  conferred  upon  the  House 
in  giving  a  somewhat  extended  Whitsun- 
tide holiday ;  but  he  felt  certain  that  the 
country  at  large  were  looking  on  with 
disapproval  and  with  disappointment  at 
the  very  small  results  that  had  attended 
the  first  four  months  of  the  present  Ses- 
sion. He  did  not  blame  for  a  moment 
the  line  of  conduct  pursued  by  hon. 
G-entlemen  from  Ireland  below  the 
Gangway ;  he  did  not  say  as  to  any  one 
of  their  Amendments  that  it  was  not 
reasonable  in  itself,  or  at  all  events 
arguable ;  and  there  could  be  no  doubt 
of  this — that  all  their  Amendments  had 
been  argpied  with  conspicuous  ability  if 
not  at  all  times  with  success  in  the  voting 
Lobby.  But  he  could  not  shut  his  eyes 
to  the  fact  that  any  Bill,  however  small 
it  might  be,  could  be  so  loaded  with 
Amendments,  each  in  itself  reasonable, 
that  the  discussion,  even  the  reasonable 
discussion,  of  these  Amendments  might  in 
the  aggregate  amount  to  a  state  of  things 
which  would  prevent  any  other  business 
whatever  being  taken  by  the  House.  He 
did  not  blame  hon.  Members  from  Ire- 
land for  doing  what  they  had  conceived 
it  to  be  their  duty  to  do ;  but  he  did 
blame  the  Government  for  the  position 
in  which  the  House  of  Commons  was 
placed.  First  of  all,  what  was  the 
prime  cause  of  the  condition  into  which 
they  had  been  led  ?  He  insisted  upon 
throwing  the  responsibility  upon  the 
Government,  because  they  had  com- 
mitted themselves  to  a  Bill  which,  in  the 
view  of  the  Opposition,  was  absolutely 
unnecessary  and  unjustified  by  the  con- 
dition of  Ireland — a  Bill  which  every- 
body must  have  seen  was  ill-conceived 
and  ill-considered,  and  which  had  been 
ill-defended  and  obstinately  adhered  to. 
The  prime  cause  of  the  present  position 
of  the  House  was  the  unfortunate  policy 
of  the  Government.  Then  he  complained 
that  the  Government,  having  undertaken 
that  policy,  had  not  adopted  the  only 
means  of  carrying  it  through  without 
injury  to  the  Business  of  the  House.  He 
referred  more  particularly  to  the  policy 
and  conduct  of  the  Government  with 
reference  to  the  closure,  and  he  would 
remind  the  House  that  the  Government 
had  refused  to  accept  the  only  effec- 
tive form  of  closure  which  was  offered 
to  them  by  the  great  majority  of 
the  Liberal  Party.  They  had  in- 
sisted on  overloading  the  closure  with 
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restrictions  which,  had  made  it  almost 
iDapplicable.  They  had  insisted  on  re- 
taining the  veto  of  the  Chair ;  they  had 
insisted  on  the  presence  of  the  200 
majority,  and  they  had  insisted  on  intro- 
ducing considerations  with  regard  to  the 
rights  of  minorities  and  the  fulness  of 
discussion  which  were  totally  irrelevant 
to  the  question  of  the  closure  as  a  means 
of  facilitating  discussions  in  that  House. 
The  fact  was,  he  supposed,  the  Govern- 
ment were  troubled  with  the  anticipa- 
tions of  a  guilty  political  conscience. 
They  remembered  what  they  had  been 
in  the  past,  and  they  did  not  expect 
always  to  be  in  a  majority.  They  had  a 
shrewd  suspicion  of  how  the  closure 
woidd  be  applied  to  them  when  they 
came  to  carry  out  in  Opposition  their 
habitual  policy.  This  had  foiled  the 
application  of  the  closure,  which  had 
bent  in  their  hands.  Tbere  had  never 
been  any  closure  during  the  dinner 
hour,  and  why?  Because  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  get  the  necessary 
attendance,  and  because  they  refused 
to  accept  at  the  hands  of  the  Oppo- 
sition that  absolute  majority  which 
alone  would  enable  them  to  work  this 
instrument .  He  would  not  refer  to  other 
examples  that  might  be  given  of  the 
failure  of  this  instrument.  This,  how- 
ever, he  might  allude  to— that  on  several 
occasions  they  had  been  beaten  by  the 
application  of  the  closure,  because  they 
insisted  upon  calling  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Chair.  His  further  objection  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  in  the  whole 
of  this  matter  was  that  they  had  not 
been  ashamed  to  make  Party  capital 
out  of  the  situation  which  they  them- 
selves had  created.  If  they  were  to 
apply  to  old  maxims  in  questions  of 
suspected  guilt,  who  was  to  gain  by 
the  perpetuation  of  the  present  state  of 
matters  in  this  House,  what  must  be  the 
answer?  Who  gained  by  the  present 
condition  of  this  House?  It  was  not 
the  Qt>vemment  alone,  but  it  was  the 
alliance  between  the  Government  and 
the  illegitimate  Opposition.  There  was 
an  illegitimate  Opposition,  which  sat  on 
this  side  of  the  House  and  voted  with 
the  other,  and  it  was  the  alliance  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  Oppo- 
sition, and  that  alliance  only,  which 
gained  by  the  continuation  of  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things.  If  the  Government 
were  successful  in  passing  through  the 
Bunmier    discussing    nothing    but    this 
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Irish  Coercion  Bill,  all  the  questions 
would  be  staved  off  on  which  there 
would  be  any  possibility  of  dispute  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  Liberal 
XTnioniats.  He  said,  moreover,  they 
were  attempting  to  make  Party  capital 
out  of  the  present  situation  by  charging 
the  Liberal  Party  with.  Obstruction. 
The  secretaries  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith),  as  he  knew 
very  well,  scattered  broadcast  over  the 
country  insinuations  of  all  kinds  against 
the  Liberal  Party,  until  they  were 
checked  by  questions  put  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  that  House.  For 
some  weeks  they  had  been  silent,  but 
apparently,  in  anticipation  of  the  Whit- 
suntide Holidays,  the  secretaries  were  at 
it  again.  Perhaps  the  House  would 
allow  him  to  read  the  latest  manifesto 
of  one  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
secretaries,  which  was  in  answer  to  a 
letter  from  a  branch  of  the  Primrose 
Leagpie.  Speaking  in  the  name  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  secretary 
said — 

'^  I  trost  that  the  growing  indignation  of  the 
country  will,  even  at  the  elevenUi  hour,  warn 
those  who  are  leading  the  minority  in  the 
House  of  the  dangerous  and  unpatriotic  course 
they  are  pursuing,  and  remind  Uiem  that  they, 
equally  with  Her  Majesty's  Government,  are 
responsible  that  the  time  of  Parliament  shall 
not  be  wasted,  and  still  more  that  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  House  shall  not  be  brought  into 
contempt." 

With  the  sentiments  of  that  letter  he 
had  no  fault  to  find.  He  was  as  anxious 
as  any  man  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  that  the  time  of  the  House  should 
not  be  wasted.     He  was  anxious  also 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  House  should 
not  be  brought  into  contempt  or  ridicule; 
nor  was  he  going  to  presume  to  defend 
his  Leaders.     Some  hon.  Members  oa 
the  Opposition  side  were  not  such  slavish, 
followers  of  Leaders  as  were  hon.  Gen* 
tlemen  on  the  other  side.     He  left  bia 
Leaders  to  defend  themselves.  For  him- 
self, he  said  that  the  charge  in  the  letter 
against  the  Liberal  Party  was  one  which. 
they  repudiated.     What  he  repudiated 
especially  was  that  any  responsibility 
whatever  rested  upon  them  for  the  pre* 
sent  condition  of  things.    The  Leader 
of  the  House  had  the  power  and  the 
responsibility,  and  if  he  chose  to  engage 

in  measures  which  led  to  this  result 

that  after  four  months  the  House  haxl 
done  next  to  nothing — then  the  respoxi* 
sibility  of  getting  them  out  of  that  poai« 
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tion  rested  not  upon  them  but  upon  him. 
He  wished  to  make  this  final  charge 
against  the  Government — that  they  were 
using  the  state  of  things  they  themselves 
had  created  not  merely  as  a  means  of 
attacking  the  Liberal  Party,  but  as  a 
means  of  disparaging  this  House  and  of 
exalting  the  other  House  of  Parliament. 
Lord  Salisbury  could  not  make  a  speech 
without  endeavouring  to  secure  Party 
capital  in  this  way.     He  was  not  sur- 
prised at  anything  Lord  Salisbury  might 
say.     He  was  not  surprised  that  even 
Tory  Democrats  might  reveal  their  real 
character  by  such    charges    as   these. 
They  were  Tories  at  heart  and  Demo- 
crats by  necessity ;  but  he  was  surprised 
that  the  Leader  of  that  House,  who  was 
charged  with  the  maintenance  of  the 
honour  of  the  House,  could  sit  silently 
under   charges    which    were    directed 
against  the  institution  he  was  bound  to 
protect,  and  which  were  based  upon  a 
state  of  things  he  was  chiefly  respon- 
sible for  producing.    As  a  Member  of 
the  Liberal  Party,  as  a  Member  of  that 
House,  he  declined  to  permit  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  walk  away  with 
the  advantages  which  they  were  so  dis- 
iof^nuously  claiming.     He  declined  to 
submit  patiently  to  charges  which,  so  far 
as  Members  around  him  were  concerned, 
were  entirely  unfounded.     He  insisted 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Qt>vemment 
to  find  a  way  out  of  the  imbroglio  which 
they  themselves  had  created.    This  was 
his  practical  conclusion.  It  was  the  duty 
of  the  Government  so  to  manage  Parlia- 
mentary Business  for  the  rest  of  the 
Session  that  the  House  of  Commons 
should  be  able,  whether  this  Bill  went 
on  or  whether  it  was  dropped,  to  set 
itself  to  the  discharge    o^   those  tre- 
mendous duties  which  had  been  im- 
posed upon  it,  and  to  the  safeguard  of 
the  ^eat  interests  which  had  been  com- 
mitted to  its  care. 

Sm  WILFEID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land, Gockermouth)  said,  he  must  con- 
Ctolate  the  Leader  of  the  House  on 
ing  moved  the  Besolution  for  Ad- 
journ ment  ;  it  was  about  the  best  thing 
he  had  done  since  he  had  led  the 
Houae.  The  adjournment  would  pre- 
▼ent  them  from  doing  a  great  deal  of 
mischief  for  a  couple  of  weeks.  But 
fftill  it  was  a  most  extraordinary  Mo- 
tion. They  had  for  seven  weeks,  at  the 
instance  of  the  Government,  been  doing 
what  was  called  ''promoting  law  and 


order  "  in  Ireland.  They  had  been  told 
that  the  policy  of  the  Government  was 
absolutely  essential  to  keep  things  quiet 
in  Lreland.  The  Chief  Secretary  had 
told  them  that  they  would  neglect  the 
most  elementary  duties  of  government 
if  they  were  to  defer  for  a  single  day  to 
answer  the  appeal  that  came  to  them 
from  Ireland — that  things  were  going 
from  bad  to  worse  in  that  country,  and 
that  society  was  crumbling  into  its  origi- 
nal atoms.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer said  they  would  be  guilty  of  a 
great  breach  of  trust  if  they  did  not 
restore  the  authority  of  the  Queen  in 
Ireland.  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land had  told  them  that  there  were 
850  gentlemen  in  Ireland  suffering  from 
Boycotting.  Well,  the  Bill  was  brought 
in  for  them ;  it  was  nofc  brought  in  to 
put  down  crime.  They  were  told  at  first 
that  it  was ;  but  that  had  gone  to  the 
winds,  for  everyone  knew  that  there 
was  no  crime.  Even  TTie  Times  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  (Mr. 
T.  W.  Eussell)  were  out  of  work.  Bu.t 
why  did  the  Leader  of  the  House,  who 
had  brought  in  this  Bill  to  relieve  the 
850  Boycotted  gentlemen,  move  this  Be- 
solution ?  He  had  had  plenty  of  oppor- 
tunity to  carry  out  his  policy.  He  had 
had  the  whole  time  of  the  House.  He 
had  had  the  closure,  which  he  put  into 
force  night  after  night  with  so  much 
ability  aud  with  so  much  agility.  He 
had  had  the  most  loyal  support  of  his 
Party,  and  he  had  had  a  contingent 
from  the  Liberal  side.  He  (Sir  Wilfrid 
Lawson)  did  not  wish  to  use  an  offensive 
expression;  but  he  must  say  of  the 
latter  that  they  were  the  most  servile 
supporters  any  Government  had  ever 
had.  Having  all  these  advantages,  in 
preventing  society  from  crumbling  into 
atoms  in  Ireland,  what  did  the  Leader  of 
the  House  do  at  this  time  of  crisis  ?  He 
moved  that  the  House  do  adjourn  for  a 
fortnight,  and  left  Ireland  to  crumble 
into  atoms.  Everyone  must  see  that  the 
policy  and  proceedings  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  the  very  greatest  sham.  He 
was  glad,  however,  K>r  two  reasons  that 
the  Adjournment  had  been  moved — 
first,  it  would  show  to  the  people  that 
the  policy  of  the  Government  in  regard 
to  this  Crimes  Bill  was  a  sham ;  and, 
secondly,  because  the  Badicals  would 
go  to  the  country,  and  return,  he  hoped, 
in  a  fortnight  like  giants  refreshed  with 
new  wine.     Hon.   Gentlemen  opposite 
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might  be  sure  that  they  would  return 
with  increased  determination  to  give  the 
most  persistent  opposition  in  their  power 
to  what  was  the  most  unjust,  unconstitu- 
tional, and  uncalled-for  measure  ever 
introduced  into  a  Legislative  Assembly. 
He  knew  what  was  said  of  them  in  the 
Tory   and   other    Presses — [An    hon. 
Member  :    The  wine  press.] — that  they 
were    assisting    what  was    called  Ob- 
struction.   It  was  their  duty  to  practise 
what  was  called  obstruction,  but  what 
he  called  Constitutional  opposition.    He 
cared  little  for  the  charges  made,  or  for 
diatribes  against  them  in  the  Press.     He 
agreed  with  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  South  Paddington  (Lord  Eandolph 
Churchill)  when  he  said  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  an  Opposition  to  oppose;  and 
the  worse  the  policy  the  more  incumbent 
was  it  upon  them  to  oppose.    What  was 
done  the  preyious  night  when  some  of 
the  most  important  clauses  were  dropped 
or  postponed  was  a  justification  of  the 
opposition  given  to  the  Bill  ?    He  had 
the  warmest  and  sincerest  admiration 
for  the  Irish  Members  for  the  course 
they  had  taken.     He  did  not  see  how 
anyone  who  valued  patriotism  or  free- 
dom could  object  to  their  course.    They 
had  before  the  House  a  measure  which 
was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  de- 
claration of  war  made  by  the  Govern* 
ment  of  this  country  on  the  Irish  nation, 
and  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  immense 
majority  of  the  Irish  people  would  be 
cowards  if  for  a  moment  they  relaxed 
their  opposition  to  that   measure,   and 
Liberal  Members  would  be  traitors  to 
all  Liberal  principles  if  they  did  not 
support  them.    The  House  of  Commons 
was  a  national  assembly,  and  when  any 
locality  was  attacked  the  nation  would 
be  called  upon  to  come  to  the  rescue  of 
that  locality.    When  the  nation  sent  a 
majority  to  carry  out  a  certain    policy 
obstruction  could  not  be  justified.    But 
this  House  of  Commons  never  was  sent 
to  carry  a  Coercion  Bill,  and  that  was 
why  he  avowedly  defended  a  policy  of 
persistent  opposition  to  that  Bill.    The 
right  hon.   Oentleman  opposite  pathe- 
tically said—*'  Do  get  on  with  this  Bill. 
Let  this  Bill  ^et  through,  and  then  we 
can  get  on  with  some  very  important 
measures  we  are  anxious  to  pass."    The 
right  hon.  Qentleman  apparently  wished 
the  House  to  look  upon  him  as  a  bene- 
volent deity  with  his  pocket  bursting 
with  Bills  ready  to  scatter  them  abroad 
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upon  a  grateful  nation.  No  doubt  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  believed  in  himself, 
but  he  (Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson)  did  not 
believe  a  word  of  what  he  said  about 
these  Bills.  The  Government  were  now 
in  the  happiest  position  a  Gt>vemment 
ever  was  in.  They  were  getting  through 
the  whole  Session  without  doing  any- 
thing— just  the  position  a  Tory  Govern- 
ment liked — and  making  people  believe 
they  wanted  to  do  something.  He  re- 
joiced that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  giving  them  a  fortnight's  holiday, 
because  he  believed  that  time  was  on 
their  side  in  fightine  this  great  battle, 
and  that  they  would  come  back  re-in- 
vigorated to  give  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man even  more  trouble  then  he  had  yet 
had  on  behalf  of  a  policy  which  he  (Sir 
Wilfrid  Lawson)  believed  to  be  one  of 
right  and  justice. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  said,  the 
defence    made  by  the  Irish  Attorney 
General  to  the  case  brought  forward  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  North 
Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  was  a  most 
feeble  one.    The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  endeavoured  to  make  out 
a  parallel  and  similarity  between  the 
action  of  the  English  Lord  Chancellor 
and  the  Irish  Lord  Chancellor,  whereas 
anybody  who  was  acquainted  with  the 
condition  of  things  in  the  two  countries 
knew  that  by  no  possibility  could  such 
a  parallel  be  made  out.  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor in  Ireland  was  a  Lord  Justice  at 
the  head  of  the  Executive  Government ; 
he  was,  at  all  times,  one  of  the  chief  ad- 
visers  of  the  Executive,   and  actively 
engaged  in  carrying  on  the  Executive 
Gt>vernment.    The  present  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  Ireland  was  one  of  the  pillars 
of  the  Government,  and  a  man  on  whose 
advice  they  leaned.    The  case  on  whichi 
the  Lord  Chancellor  recently  sat  was  a 
case  in  which  a  section  of  the  people  be- 
lieved that  the  whole  of  that  transaction 
was  part  and  parcel  of  a  political  policy- 
carried  out  in  consultation  with  the  Irish. 
Attorney  General  and    the    Executive 
officers  in  Ireland.    He  had  reason  to 
believe  that  there  were  good  g^unds  for 
such  an  opinion.    If  that  were  the  case, 
if  the    Lord    Chancellor  was    at    this 
moment  one  of  the  mainsprings  of  the 
Executive  Government  in  Ireland,  if  he 
had  any  sense  of  decency  he  would  not 
have  taken  his  seat  on  the  Bench  whex^ 
a  case  of  that  kind  was  to  be  heard»  h%xt 
would  have  left  the  trial  to  the  fou^ 
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other  Judges,  who  were  perfectly  oom- 
potent  to  hear  it,  and  who  would  have 
fully  manned  the  Oourt  of  Appeal.   The 
English  Lord  Chancellor  was  not  in  the 
habit  of  sitting  on  trials  where  political 
considerations  were  decided.    This  case 
of  Father  Keller  had  been  brought  for- 
ward in  that  House  time  after  time,  and 
no  notice  had  been  taken  of  it,  but  there 
could  now  be  no  doubt  that  a  grave  and 
serious  wrong  had  been  done  this  rev. 
gentleman.    He  was  arrested  in  a  case 
which  he  had  nothing  to  do  with,  simply 
because  it  was  suspected  he  would  not 
answer  these  questions,  and  that  there 
would  be  an  opportunity  of  putting  him 
into  prison.    The  Judge  of  the  Bank* 
ruptcy  Court  in  Dublin  was  so  eager  to 
carry  out  the  policy  that  he  did  not 
know  how  to  draw  up  the  warrant,  which 
was  incorrectly  made  out,  and  subse- 
quently declared  to  be  illegal,  after  Father 
Eelier  had  been  in  gaol  for  eight  weeks. 
He  felt  bound  to  protest  against  the 
treatment  of  the  rev.  gentleman  by  the 
authorities  while  in  gaol.    It  had  been 
most  nnnecessairily  harsh    and   severe. 
He  heard  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
express  from  that  Bench  the  previous 
day  his  gratification  at  the  release  of 
another   clergyman  of  a  different  reli- 
gion, and  he  stated  that  all  the  Met&^ 
bers  of  that  House  would  be  gratified  to 
hear  of  the   release  of  the  Bev.   Mr. 
Bell  Ooz.     They    were    gratified    that 
the  gentleman  was  released  from  prison, 
for  the  Bev.  Bell  Cox  was  a  good  friend 
of  theirs,  and  of  the  L*ish  cause ;  but 
was  it  not  a  strange  thing  that  no  Eng- 
lish Minister,  no,  nor  any  Irish  Minister, 
had  indicated  the  slightest  gratification 
that  an  Irish  priest  had  been  released  ? 
On  the   oontrary,  as  far  as  they  could 
gather  from  the  manner  of   the  Mini- 
sters, while  they  rejoiced  to  see  an  Eng- 
lish clergyman  released  from  prison — 
althong^h  condemned  by  the  tribunals  of 
his  own   Church — ^yet,  when  an  Irish 
priest  was  released  from  illegal  impri- 
sonment— having   been  condemned  by 
no  tribunal — ^the    Minister  of   Ireland 
found  no  cause  of  congratulation ;  but, 
as  far  as  they  could  judge  from  his  de- 
meanour, rather  the  contrary.     What 
was  the  treatment  of  the  two  gentlemen  ? 
He  abstained  from  drawing  any  parallel 
between    the  cases  imtil  the  Bev.  Mr. 
Bell   Cox    was  out  of  prison,  in  order 
that  it  oould  not  be  said  that  the  Irish 
Members  were  anxious  in  any  way  that 
the  indulgence  properly  granted  to  the 


rev.  gentleman  should  be  withdrawn. 
But  now  he  wished  to  ask  how  it  was 
that  the  Bev.  Mr.  Bell  Cox  had  two 
carpeted  rooms,  and  was  as  comfortable 
as  he  would  be  in  his  own  home,  while 
Father  Keller  was  treated  like  a  pick- 
pocket ?  He  considered  that  the  treat- 
ment of  Father  Keller  was  calculated, 
and  no  doubt  intended,  to  embitter  the 
feelings  of  the  Irish  people.  He  asked 
that  an  inquiry  should  be  granted  into 
the  whole  case,  and  if  necessary  some 
compensation  granted  to  Father  Keller 
for  the  cruel  sufferings  to  which  he  had 
been  wrongfully  subjected. 

Mr.  W.  Bedmokd  rising  to  address  the 
House 

The  FIBST  LOBD  of  thb  TBEA- 
SUBY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster)  interposed,  and  appealed 
to  the  House  to  allow  the  Question  to  be 
put  now.  They  must  all  feel  that  the 
Speaker  and  the  officers  of  the  House 
were  greatly  in  need  of  some  sort  of  re- 
laxation. He  wished  to  refrain  from 
putting  any  pressure  on  hon.  Members ; 
but  he  appealed  rather  to  their  good 
feeling — not  with  regard  to  himself  or 
his  hon.  Friends  beside  him — to  permit 
the  Adjournment  to  be  now  taken. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  after  Six 
o'clock  till  Monoay  6th  of  June. 
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MINUTES.]— Select  Committbb— Army  and 
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Dbpartmbnts  ;  Post  Ofpicb. 
Public  Bills — Second  Reading — Customs  and 

Inland  Revenue*  [241];  National  Debt  and 

Local  Loans  *  [266]. 
Committee  —  Report  —  Trusts  (Scotland)  Act 

(1867)  Amendment  •  [225]. 
Withdtawn^Cotn  Sales  •  [91]. 
Pkovisional  Order  Bills  —  Ordered  —  Firet 

Reading— Tier  and  Harbour  (No.  2)»  [2761  i 

Metropolis  (Cable  Street,  Shadwell)  •  [277]  ; 

Metropolis  (Shelton  Street,  St.  GUes)  •  [278]. 

QUESTIONS. 


SECRETARY  FOR  SCOTLAND- 
LEGISLATION. 

Mb.  MUNRO-FEEQUSON   (Leith, 
&c.)  asked  the  Lord  Advocate,  When 
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the  measure  for  completing  recent  legis- 
lation as  to  the  powers  of  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  will  be  introduced  ? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H. 
A.  Maobonald)  (Edinburgh  and  St. 
Andrew's  Universities) :  It  is  expected 
that  this  Bill  will  be  brought  in  in 
^'  another  place  "  on  an  early  day. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  (IRELAND)— THE  GO- 
VERNMENT SUBVENTION  —  DRAIN- 
AGE OF  THE  BARROW,  &c. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Whether  the  Government 
have  yet  decided  as  to  the  particular 
mode  in  which  the  £50,000  proposed  to 
be  taken  for  public  works  in  Ireland  is 
to  be  expended ;  and,  whether,  in  view 
of  the  immense  damage  annually  caused 
by  floods  in  the  valley  of  the  Barrow,  in 
insalubrity  induced  thereby,  the  impos- 
sibility of  properly  draining  such  places 
as  Portarlington,  and  other  centres  of 
population,  and  the  strong  representa- 
tions made  by  a  series  of  Commissions 
and  other  authorities  on  the  subject,  he 
will  cause  arrangements  to  be  forthwith 
made  for  carrying  out  a  general  scheme 
for  dealing  with  the  main  channel  of  the 
Barrow,  from  Mountmellick  to  Carlow, 
in  the  present  summer  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Qosohen)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  Her  Majesty's  Oo- 
vernment  have  been  giving  their  very 
best  attention  to  this  matter,  and  are 
working  out  the  beat  plan  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  sum  referred  to.  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  the  hon.  Member  if  he  will 
repeat  his  Question  on  Thursday,  when 
I  trust  that  I  shall  be  in  a  position  to 
give  him  full  details  with  regard  to  the 
subject. 

WAR  OFFICE— THE  ROYAL  ENGINEERS 
—TRANSFERENCE  OP  LIEUTENANT 
GOimON  OF  THE  ROYAL  MARINE 
ARTILLERY. 

Sib  henry  TYLER  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  Whether  it  is  the  case  that  a  Lieu- 
tenant from  the  Royal  Marine  Artillery 
has  been  appointed  to  a  Lieutenancy  in 
the  Royal  Engineers,  over  the  heads  of 
all  existing  Lieutenants  of  Engineers 
whose  commissions  bear  date  subsequent 
to  15th  February,  1883;  and,  if  so,  on 
whose  recommendation  and  on  whose 
responsibility  that  appointment  has  been 
made ;  whether,  under  the  terms  of  the 
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Royal  Warrant,  such  an  appointment 
could  legally  be  made;  and,  whether, 
in  view  of  the  injury  which  may  result 
to  officers  thus  superseded,  the  pre- 
cedent thus  for  the  first  time  created  is  to 
be  allowed  to  be  followed  in  the  future  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr.  B. 
Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Homcastle): 
Lieutenant  Gordon,  of  the  Royal  Marine 
Artillery,  had  been  employed  for  some 
time  at  Suakin  as  our  acting  Engineer, 
and  he  was  reported  to  possess  in  a 
marked  degree  the  qualifications  of  an 
Engineer  officer.  As  he  was  also  a 
nephew  of  that  very  distinguished 
officer  of  Engineers,  the  late  Oeneral 
0.  G.  Gordon,  the  authorities  of  the 
corps  were  desirous  that  he  should  be 
transferred  to  it,  so  that  one  of  the  same 
name  and  family  should  still  be  borne 
on  the  roll  of  the  Royal  Engineers.  In 
accordance  with  that  desire,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  on  the  recommendation  of 
all  his  military  advisers,  felt  justified  in 
submitting  to  Her  Majesty  a  transfer 
which  was  undoubtedly  unusual.  Care 
was  taken  that  Lieutenant  Gordon  should 
not  supersede  in  the  corps  any  officer 
who  had  been  a  candidate  with  himself 
and  above  him  when,  in  1880,  he  quali- 
fied for  admission  to  the  Royal  Military 
Academy,  though  he  was  not  successfol 
in  gaining  admittance. 

Sir  HENRY  TYLER:  Is  it  not  a 
fact  that  193  officers  have  been  super- 
seded ? 

Mr.  E.  stanhope  said,  that,  as  he 
had  already  stated,  care  had  been  taken 
that  no  one  should  be  superseded,  and 
that  no  injustice  should  be  done  to  any 
other  officer  by  the  transfer;  but  he 
could  not  state  whether  the  figures 
quoted  by  the  hon.  Member  were  exact. 

CEYLON— CELEBRATION  OP  THE  JU- 
BILEE OF  HER  MAJESTY'S  REIGN— 
LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL— PROPOSED 
REFORM  OF  CONSTITUTION. 

Sir  kopek  LETHBKIDGB  (Ken- 
sington,  N.)  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  Whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  received 
any  intimation  of  a  wish  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  Ceylon  that  Her  Majesty's 
Jubilee  in  that  island  should  be  com- 
memorated by  a  reform  in  the  constita* 
tion  of  the  local  Legislative  Council  in 
the  direction  of  enlarged  popular  repre* 
sentation ;  and,  if  so,  whether  any  atepa 
will  be  taken  to  carry  out  that  wish  ? 
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The  SEOEETART  of  STATE  (Sir 
HsNKY   HoLLAin>)  (Hainpstead) :    Her 
Majesty's  OoTemment  are   unable   to 
take  the    steps    contemplated  in    the 
Qaestion.     The  Constitution  of  Oeylon 
from  time  to  time  has  formed  the  sub- 
ject of  discussion,  and  the  Goyernment 
has  recently  sent  home  a  Memorial  and 
a  counter  Memorial  on  the  question. 
The  population  of  Oeylon  is  composed 
almost  entirely  of  Natives,  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  grave  consideration  how  far  it 
would  be  possible  to  entrust  to  them  the 
responsibility  of  electing  Bepresentatives 
(insistently  with  the  system  of  Crown 
Colony  government,  which  is  the  only 
one  possible   in    Ceylon.    At    present 
there  are  six  unofficial  Members  of  the 
Cooncil,  representing  the  Burghers,  the 
Cingalese,  and  the  Tamil  populations. 
Besides  these,  three  Europeans,  repre- 
senting   the    general    European    com- 
munity, the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
the  Planters'  Association  respectively, 
liave  seats  in  the  Council.    To  fill  those 
ilbtted  to  the  Chamber  and  the  Associa- 
tion, the  usual  practice  is  to  invite  those 
two  Bodies  to  suggest  the  names  of  fit 
candidates,    who    are    thereupon    ap- 
pointed.    The    Governor  reports   that 
the  Memorial  aroused  no  popular  feeling, 
and  was  not  supported  by  any  unofficial 
Hember,  Native  or  European. 

BURMAH  (UPPER)— THE  RUBY  MINES. 
Mb.  BRADLAUQH  (Northampton) 
asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  Whether  he  will  state  the  tenour 
of  the  document  communicated  to  Messrs. 
Streeter  with  reference  to  the    Euby 
Uines  of  Burmah,  and  the  names  of  the 
several  persons  who  have  applied  for 
permission  to  visit  the  mines,  the  dates 
of  their  several  applications,  and  the  re- 
spective grounds  stated  for  each  such  ap- 
plication, and  the  date  and  tenour  of  the 
feply  in  each  case ;  why  permission  was 
granted  in   one  case  and  withheld  in 
others ;  and  who  is  the  person  respon- 
sible for  the  permission  granted  to  the 
Kpresentatives  of  Messrs.  Streeter  ? 

Th»  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  John  Qorst)  (Chatham) : 
The  Secretary  of  State  is  not  in  posses- 
sion of  auch  official  information  as  is 
Meessarj  to  enable  me  to  reply  to  the 
detailed  inqnixies  of  the  hon.  Member. 
He  has,  therefore,  referred  to  India  for 
a  fnll  Report  npon  the  matters  in  ques- 
tioo. 


Mr.  BRADLAUQH  asked,  whether 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  could 
give  him  any  information  of  which  the 
Government  were  now  in  possession, 
whether  official  or  officious  ? 

Sib  JOHN  GORST  said,  that  he  did 
not  like  in  a  matter  of  that  kind,  which 
appeared  to  be  of  a  controversial  cha- 
racter, to  make  any  statement  unless  it 
was  supported  by  official  information. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH  asked,  whether 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  meant, 
by  the  term  **  controversial,"  that  he  had 
any  reason  to  modify  any  answers  that 
he  had  already  given  on  this  subject? 

Sir  JOHN  GORST :  I  am  afraid  that 
I  cannot  answer  that  Question  without 
Notice. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH  said,  he  would 
like  to  know  from  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
whether,  as  the  question  could  only  be 
raised  on  the  Indian  Budget,  and  as  he 
(Mr.  Bradlaugh)  had  reason  to  suppose 
that  many  of  the  answers  which  had 
already  been  given  were  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  facts  which  were  now 
known,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
give  him  some  opportunity  of  permitting 
the  question  to  be  raised,  seeing  that  it 
implied  serious  misrepresentation  by  the 
Home  Government,  or  serious  misconduct 
on  the  part  of  the  officials  in  Burmah  ? 

Thb  first  lord  of  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  must  ask  the  hon. 
Member  to  be  good  enough  to  give  me 
Notice  of  the  Question,  as  I  have  no  in- 
formation which  justifies  me  in  giving 
an  answer  which  might  appear  to  imply 
agreement  on  my  part  with  the  views  of 
the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH  said,  he  should 
like  to  know  whether  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  could  give  a  similar 
assurance  to  that  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  or,  indeed,  any  information 
on  the  subject  ? 

Sir  JOHN  GORST:  As  the  hon. 
Member  has  appealed  to  me,  I  can  only 
say  that  there  is  no  foundation  whatever 
for  the  implication  involved  in  the  Ques- 
tion put  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  by 
the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH  gave  Notice  that, 
inasmuch  as  the  answers  which  had  been 
given  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
were  unsatisfactory,  unless  within  a 
reasonable  time  the  Government  were 
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in  a  position  to  make  a  complete  state- 
ment as  to  the  contracts  with  reference 
to  the  Euby  Mines,  he  should  take  such 
means  as  were  in  his  power  to  raise  a 
discussion  on  the  subject. 

WAR  OFFICE  (ORDNANCE  DEPART- 
MENT)—DEFECTIVE  WEAPONS— THE 
TESTS. 

OOBRBOnON  OF  ANSWER. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr,  E.  Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire, 
Horncastle) :  I  wish,  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  House,  to  make  a  correction 
of  an  answer  which  I  gare  just  before 
the  Recess.  On  the  19th  of  May,  in 
answer  to  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Preston  (Mr.  Hanburj),  I  explained 
at  some  length  the  re-testing  of  the 
triangular  bayonets  in  the  hands  of  the 
Reg^idar  Army,  and  in  store.  On  Wed- 
nesday last,  I  became  aware  of  an 
inaccuracy  in  my  statement  as  regards 
sword  bayonets ;  and  I  communicated  to 
my  hon.  Friend  my  intention  to  correct 
it,  with  the  permission  of  the  House,  to- 
day. I  then  stated  that  the  test  now 
applied  to  the  sword  bayonets  included, 
among  other  things,  their  "being  sprung 
round  a  curved  block  2^  inches  high,  or 
oyer  a  bridge  giving  the  same  bend."  I 
find  now  that  the  height  of  the  bridge  is 
really  only  2  inches,  and  not  2^  inches. 
This  must  also  modify  my  answer  as  to 
the  comparative  severity  of  the  tests 
applied  to  these  sword  bayonets.  The 
new  test  is  more  severe  as  regards  blows 
on  the  flat,  but  the  height  of  the  bridge 
over  which  they  are  tested  is  the  same 
as  before.  I  am  sorry  to  have  made 
any  error  in  a  statement  of  so  much  im- 
portance. The  information  was  supplied 
to  me  on  the  authority  of  Colonel 
Arbuthnot,  late  Superintendent  of  the 
Small  Arms  Factory,  who  expresses  his 
reg^t  that  in  speaking  from  memory 
the  error  should  hare  occurred. 

Mb.  HANBURY  (Preston)  asked, 
whether  the  bayonets  would  be  sub- 
mitted to  any  stronger  test  ? 

Mb.  E.  stanhope  said,  that  that 
would  be  impossible,  as  they  were  30 
years  old. 

CELEBRATION  OF  THE  JUBILEE  YEAB 
OP  HER  MAJESTY'S  REIGN— JUBILEE 
THANKSGIVING  SERVICE  (WEST- 
MINSTER  ABBEY). 

Mb.  GOURLEY  (Sunderland) :  Seeing 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  in  his 

Mr.  BraMaugh 


place,  I  should  like  to  ask  him,  Whether 
it  has  been  finally  decided  by  the  Oom- 
mittee  who  have  charge  of  the  arrange- 
ments being  made  for  the  Jubilee  Ser- 
vice at  Westminster  Abbey,  that  the 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  who 
are  widowers  and  bachelors  are  to  be 
debarred  from  being  accompanied  by 
ladies ;  and,  if  not,  whether  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  ask  the  Oommittee 
to  reconsider  their  decision  upon  this 
point,  as  I  believe  that  the  number  of 
widowers  and  of  bachelors  in  the  House 
is  not  very  large. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  have  not  had  Notice  of 
the  hon.  Member's  Question,  and,  there- 
fore, I  am  unable  to  answer  it  definitely. 
As  far  as  I  know,  however,  the  arrange- 
ment proposed  was,  that  accommodation 
should  be  provided  in  the  Abbey  only 
for  Members  of  the  House  and  their 
wives.  I  will,  however,  inquire  whether 
it  is  possible  to  make  any  relaxation 
in  the  rule  with  reference  to  the  cases 
of  those  Members  of  the  House  who 
may  be  widowers  or  bachelors. 

THEATRES  —  PROTECTION  OF  LIFE 
FROM  FIRE  —  BURNING  OF  THE 
OPERA  COMIQUE,  PARIS. 

Mr.  DIXON. HARTL and  (Middle- 
sex, Uxbridge)  asked  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  Whether,  in  view  of  the 
frightful  accident  that  has  occurred  in 
Paris  by   the   burning  of  the    Op6ra 
Comique,  and  to  the  possibility  of  simi- 
lar  accidents  occurring  in  London,  in 
consequence   of  the    non-inspection  of 
theatres,  he  will  allow  his  (Mr.  Dixon- 
Hartland's)  Bill,  which  stands  upon  the 
Paper  for  the  15th,  to  become  the  first 
Government  Order  ? 

The  first   LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.   W.   H.  Smith)   (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  am  sorry  it  is  not  in 
my  power  to  accede  to  the  view  of  my 
hon.  Friend.     He  is  well  aware  tlia.fc^ 
under  the  present  circumstances,  I  am 
unable  to  make  any  promise  with  refer* 
ence  to  the  progress  of  Private  Bum- 
ness 

Mr.  DIXON-HARTLAND  :  I  wotod 
further  ask  my  right  hon,  FrioDd  tltift 
First  Lord  of  the  Q^easury,  whether  Ikd 
is  aware  also  that  one  of  the  Deputies  lj2 
the  Paris  Chamber  of  Deputies  rnfaciu 
the  question  of  this  very  theatre,  &«x<i 
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whether  he  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  will  not 
consult  his  Colleagues  before  he  returned 
a  definite  answer  to  so  very  important  a 
Question. 

[No  reply.] 

GOAL  MINES— THE  UD8T0N  COLLIEBT 

ACCIDENT. 

Mb.  ABTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  with  reference 
to  the  accident  which  happened  at  the 
UdstonCoUiery,  in  Lanarkshire,  whereby 
a  large  number  of  lives  were  lost  and  a 
▼ery  large  number  of  persons  were  in- 
jured, What  is  the  constitution  of  the 
Board  of  Inquiry  which  is  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  circumstances ; 
and,  secondly,  whether  there  are  any 
means  known  to  the  Home  Office  by 
which  the  magnificent  heroism  which 
has  been  disj^ayed  by  the  rescuing 
party  will  be  properly  recognized  ?  He 
would  also  ask,  whether  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  could  inform  the  House  when 
the  Goal  Mines  Regulation  Bill  was 
likelj  to  be  reached  ? 

Mb.  8.  MASON  (Lanark,  Mid):  I 
intended  to  have  myself  asked  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Oentleman  the  Ques- 
tion which  has  now  been  put  by  the 
hon.  Member;  and  I  wish  to  impress 
on  the  (Government  the  necessity — [  Cries  \ 
ef  *'(MieT,  order!"!  — of  the  Coal 
Mines  Bill  being  reached  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Thb  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthxws)  (Birmingham,  E.) :    With 
remrd  to  the  unfortunate  accident  at 
Udston  Colliery,  to  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber allndea,  I  immediately  directed  that 
an  mqoiry  should  be  held  the  moment 
it  was  brought  to  my  notice.     That  in- 
qoiiyy  as  far  as  my  memory  serves  me, 
will  be  conducted  by  one  of  the  Inspec- 
torey    assisted    by    a    Scotch    barrister 
nominated  or  suggested  to  me  by  my 
li^bt  lion,  and  learned  Friend  the  Lord 
Advocate  as  a  proper  person  to  conduct 
tlie   inquiry  in  the    most    satisfactory 
waj.      With  regard  to  the  second  part 
of  the  Question,  that  of  rewarding  the 
of  the  relief  parties,  I  am  afraid 
I  liave  no  means  directly  in  my 
of  recognizing  what  I  would  so 
recognize,  except  that  of  suggest- 
tliAt  those  among  them  who  have 
vyed  the  necessary  amount  of  con- 


spicuous gallantry  should  be  awarded 
the  Albert  Medal  of  the  first  or  second 
class  according  to  the  circumstances.  I 
have  not  yet  had  before  me  any  details 
as  to  the  conduct  of  these  gallant  men, 
but  I  am  aware  generally  that  there  has 
been  very  great  bravery  displayed  by 
the  rescuing  party  throughout.  With 
regard  to  the  Coal  Mines  Regulation 
Bill,  it  stands  at  present  for  the  9th  of 
June ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  I  am  not  in 
a  position  to  say  whether  it  will  be  pro- 
ceeded with  at  that  date.  I  will,  how- 
ever, endeavour  to  give  the  hon.  Member 
the  information  he  desires  upon  the 
point  to-morrow. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked, 
whether  the  Board  of  Inquiry  would 
have  power  to  inquire  into  the  Reports 
of  Inspections  of  the  mine  in  question 
which  had  been  made  for  some  time 
anterior  to  the  accident,  not  only  by 
Her  Majesty's  Inspectors,  but  also  by 
the  subordinate  officials  connected  with 
the  management  of  the  colliery  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS  :  I  should  like  to 
refresh  my  memory  by  reading  the  sec- 
tion of  the  Act  before  I  answer  this 
Question ;  but  whatever  the  law  enables 
me  to  inquire  into  shall  be  inquired  into. 
For  the  satisfaction  of  the  hon.  Member 
I  may  say  tdat,  at  the  request  of  the 
workmen,  I  desired  that  the  Inspector 
shoidd  allow  two  representative  work- 
men to  accompany  him  in  the  inspection 
made  at  the  pit  with  the  view  of  ascer- 
taining the  cause  of  the  accident. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  (Preston):  Will 
the  Inspector  who  is  to  conduct  the  in- 
quiry be  the  Inspector  for  the  district  in 
which  the  colliery  is  situated,  or  an  In- 
spector taken  from  some  other  district ; 
and,  will  there  be  given,  in  the  course 
of  the  investigation,  an  opportunity  of 
inquiry  into  the  allegations  that  have 
been  made,  that  on  some  of  the  bodies 
of  the  men  were  found  the  means  of 
opening  their  safety  lamps  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  I  have  abready 
stated  that  the  inquiry  shall  be  the 
fullest  that  the  law  permits;  but  not 
having  the  terms  of  Ihe  section  of  the 
Act  in  my  memory  I  am  unable  to 
answer  definitely  the  Questions  put  to 
me.  As  regards  the  Inspector  who  shall 
hold  the  inquiry,  it  appears  desirable 
that  it  shall  be  conducted  by  some  other 
Inspector  rather  than  by  the  Inspector 
of  Uie  district. 
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SUPPLY— REVENUE  DEPARTMENTS. 
Supply — considered  in  Oommittee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Post  Office. 

(1.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

**  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £4,820,770,  be 
g^nted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  eomplete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1888,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Post  Office  Services,  the 
Expenses  of  Post  Office  Sayings  Banks,  and 
Government  Annuities  and  Insurances,  and  the 
Collection  of  the  Post  Office  Revenue.'* 

Mr.  BKADLAUGH  (Northampton) : 
There  are  two  points  to  which  I  wish  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Postmaster  General,  one 
of  which  is  personal  to  himself,  while 
the  other  deals  chiefly  with  the  Post 
Office  at  Liverpool,  in  regard  to  which 
there  are  one  or  two  general  remarks  I 
desire  to  make. 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HBA.T0N  (Canter- 
bury) :  I  rise  to  a  point  of  Order.  I 
have  an  Amendment  to  move  on  the 
second  item  contained  in  this  Vote,  and 
I  wish  to  know  whether  1  shall  be  in 
Order  in  bringing  forward  that  Amend- 
ment, if  a  general  discussion  is  taken 
now  upon  the  whole  Vote  ? 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  Does  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  (Mr.  Brad* 
laugh)  propose  to  move  an  Amendment 
upon  any  special  item  of  the  Vote  ? 

Mb.  BRADLAUGH  :  No;  but  I  have 
risen  for  the  purpose  of  speaking  upon 
the  whole  Vote.  I  do  not  intend  to  move 
any  Amendment  in  connection  with  any 
piurticular  item. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  Then,  in  that 
case,  there  will  be  no  interference  on  the 
part  of  the  hon.  Member  with  any 
Amendment  the  hon.  Member  for  Can- 
terbury (Mr.  Henniker  Heaton)  may 
desire  to  move  subsequently.  I  would 
ask,  however,  whether  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton  intends  to  propose  the 
rejection  of  the  entire  Vote  ? 

Mb.  BRADLAUGH  :  No ;  I  am  ad- 
dressing  myself  to  the  whole  Vote  and, 
therefore,  I  am  entitled  to  speak  upon 
the  whole  Vote.  The  first  question  I 
wish  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  is, 
whether  he  promotes  by  seniority  having 
reference  to  fitness,  which  appears   to 


me  to  be  the  regulation  concerning  pro- 
motions established  by  the  Post  Omce, 
and  which  will  be  found  on  page  105  of 
a  book  which  is,  no  doubt,  very  familiar 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman ;   or  whe- 
ther he  simply  regards  fitness  without 
reference  to  seniority,   or  whether  he 
takes  seniority  without  reference  to  fit- 
ness, or  whether  he  acts  on  the  advice 
of  heads  of  Departments  without  refer- 
ence to  either,  or  whether  he  disregards 
alike  advice,  seniority,  and  fitness  for 
reasons  personal  to  himself  ?  My  reason 
for  putting  this  question  is  that  I  have 
recently  received  a  letter  giving  certain 
information  which  may  or  may  not  be 
accurate,    although  I   have  t^en  the 
best  means  in  my  power  to  verify  the 
facts  contained  in  it,  and  also  those  of 
certain  other  cases  which  I  desire  to 
bring  before  the  Committee.  This  letter 
states  that    a  very  flaerant  case   has 
occurred  within  the  last  few  days.  There 
was  a  vacancy  for  a  second-class  clerk  in 
the  Receiver  and  Accountant  General's 
Office,  and  for  that  vacancy  a  person  was 
recommended  as  the  senior  man  qualified 
for  promotion.     The  letter  states  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Postmaster 
General  did  not  confer  the  post  upon  the 
gentleman  so  recommended,    but  that 
he  has  promoted,  although  on  proba- 
tion only,  a  Mr.  Davies,  who  stood  fifth 
in  the  class,  and  who  was  reported  by 
his  senior  officers  as  not  fully  qualified 
to  perform  the  duties  of  his  own  class. 
I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ought 
to  make  some  satisfactory  statement  to 
the  Committee  as  to  what  certainly  does 
seem  to  be  a  departure  from  the  rules 
which  govern  promotion,  and  that  he 
will  explain  why  it  is  that,  absolutely  in 
the  face  of  the  declaration  made  by  th.e 
heads  of  a  Department,  he  has  promoted 
a  gentleman  who  was  declared  to  be  un- 
qualified for  the  duties  he  is  now  per* 
forming  to  the  performance  of  the  still 
higher  duties  to  which  he  has  been  pro- 
moted. I  come  now  to  a  matter  of  which. 
special  Notice  has  been  given  to  tine 
right  hon.  Gentleman.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  already  answered  some 
Questions    which    I    put    to    him    in 
reference  to  the  Post  Office  at  LdTer* 
pool,  and  I  now  wish    to    deal    WTt]b 
the  matter  in  one  or  two  general  wort*— 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that   in    P< 
Office   management  errors   have 
allowed  to  creep  in  which  are  difiicalt 
account  for,  but  which  operate  prejiK 
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dioially  in  various  ways.     One  serious 
defect  is,  that  the  letter-carriers,  sorters, 
and  the  lower  class  of  employie  are  so 
poorly  paid,  that  they  are  under  a  strong 
temptation  to  commit  crime.  Another  de- 
fect is,  that  the  superior  classes  are  either 
too  well  paid  or  have  too  little  to  do  for 
the  pay  they  receive.     The  great  evil 
coQiiected  with  the  promotion   in  the 
superior  classes  appears  to  be  this,  that 
the  Post  Office  promotion  is  cod  ducted 
on  a  method  entirely  different  from  that 
of  the  rest  of  the  Oivil  Service,  and 
without  any  reference  to  the  eligibility 
or  seniority  of  the  persons  promoted. 
In  the  Post  Office  Department  through- 
out the  country  the  postmasters   have 
the  opportunity,  which  they  generally 
exercise,   of  appointing  or    promoting 
persons  from  personal  considerations,  or 
from  influences  which  may  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  them.    For  my  own  part, 
I  think  it  would  be  more  wise,  if  it  were 
possible,  to  place  the  Post  Office  promo- 
tion on  the  same  level  as  the  rest  of  the 
Civil  Service  promotion.      Surely  if  it 
is  good  for  one  set  of  Departments,  it 
should  be  equally  good  for  another.    In 
referring  to  occurrences  which  have  re- 
cently taken  place  at  Liverpool,  I  am 
under  this  difficulty — that  I  have  had  to 
investigate  the  facts  entirely  from  one 
aide,  and  I  may  have  been  misled,  in 
some  degree,  in  the  matters  I  am  about 
to  submit  to  the  Committee.    I  put  a 
Question  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Postmaster  General  in  the  first  week 
of  April,  in  reference  to  the  promotion 
of  a  man  named  McDougal,  who  had 
been  promoted  over   14  persons    who 
were  his  seniors.     The  answer  given  by 
the    right  hon.   Gentleman   was   that, 
although  there  were  in  the  second  class 
14  clerks  who  were  senior  to  this  gentle- 
man, '*  All  those  14  clerks,  I  am  sorry 
to    say,"     remarked    the    Postmaster 
General,  '^  were  reported  to  me  as  not 
qualified  for  the    duties    of  a  higher 
ciaaa."     Now,  I  do  not  know  whether 
file  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  wish  me 
to  trouble  the  Committee  with  the  par- 
iicalars  of  all  those  14  cases,  into  the 
viiole  of  which  I  have  gone  carefully. 
Ifoond  that  none  of  them  warranted  the 
rer  given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
Cet  me  take  the  first  case,  be- 
lt is  one  which  seems  to  me  to  put 
bnawer  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
■Mirely  on  one  side.    The  first  person 
'jtaMd  oyer  had  been  for  42  years  in  the 


Service,  whereas  the  person  who  was 
promoted  over  his  head  had  only  had 
six  years'  service.  The  person  with  42 
years'  service  ^was  a  gentleman  of  irre- 
proachable character,  and  it  is  recorded 
that  he  is  employed  in  the  highest 
duties  of  the  class  to  which  he  belongs ; 
not  only  so,  but  he  is  also  employed  to 
instruct  others  belonging  to  that  class  in 
the  performance  of  their  duties.  The 
next  person  passed  over  was  a  gentle- 
man who  had  had  32  years'  service.  He, 
also,  was  of  irreproachable  character, 
and  had  been  in  sole  charge  of  a  branch 
office  for  seven  years.  These  are  two 
out  of  14  persons  passed  over  for  this 
gentleman  with  six  years'  service  alone. 
I  will  not  trouble  the  Committee  with 
the  other  12  cases,  although  in  each 
case  there  seems  to  have  been  nothing 
whatever  against  the  persons  who  were 
passed  over.  Therefore,  I  think  the 
Committee  are  entitled  to  some  explana- 
tion why,  when  the  rule  laid  down  dis- 
tinctly says^  that  seniority  is  to  be  re- 
garded when  there  is  nothing  in  the 
nature  of  unfitness,  and  that  it  is  to 
govern  the  postmasters  in  the  various 
districts  in  reporting  to  the  Postmaster 
General  for  promotion.  I  think  the 
Committee  ought  to  have  some  explana- 
tion as  to  how  it  has  come  to  pass  that,  in 
this  instance,  that  regulation  has  been 
disregarded.  I  am  sorry  to  bring  these 
questions  before  the  Committee ;  but 
there  is  no  other  tribunal  which  is 
capable  of  examining  them,  and,  if  ne- 
cessary, of  reversing  the  Postmaster 
General's  decisions.  Therefore,  I  think 
it  is  not  unreasonable  that  I  should  take 
this  opportunity  of  submitting  the  mat- 
ter to  the  Committee.  This,  however,  is 
not  the  only  case  which  has  occurred  in 
Liverpool,  where  the  promotion  has  been 
dependent  upon  the  judgment  or  the 
favouritism  oi  the  Postmaster  General. 
I  believe  the  postmaster  of  the  Liver- 
pool district  is  an  admirable  servant.  I 
am  assured  by  those  who  know  him 
better  than  I  do  that  as  postmaster  in  a 
large  office  like  Liverpool  he  conducts 
the  business  in  a  way  that  is  most  satis- 
factory to  the  State.  But  I  hold  in  my 
hand  a  list  of  five  cases  of  unsatisfactory 
promotion  which  have  taken  pl&co  ii^ 
reference  to  the  lower  class  of  officers  in 
Liverpool.  One  is  the  case  of  a  man 
named  Hegnett,  who  has  been  promoted 
to  be  assistant  superintendent  over  19 
persons  who  were  his  seniors  by  many 
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years,  and  many  of  whom  Have  been 
engaged  in  the  performance  of  duties 
which  involve  great  responsibility,  and 
which  they  have  performed  with  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  satisfaction.  There 
is,  also,  the  case  of  a  man  named 
Helsby,  promoted  over  1 1  other  officers. 
This  promotion  has  been  regarded  as  a 
special  hardship,  seeing  that  several 
men  who  were  senior  clerks  were 
admittedly  qualified  for  the  duties  this 
geatleman  is  now  performing,  and  who 
have  been  passed  over  for  no  reason 
whatever,  as  far  as  I  can  make  out,  and 
who  ought  to  have  received  from  the 
State  the  reward  to  which  their  services 
entitled  them.  Then,  again,  there  is  the 
case  of  a  man  named  Miller,  who  has 
received  promotion  over  the  head  of  a 
gentleman  named  Richardson,  who  has 
been  acting  as  assistant  superintendent 
for  years  with  the  salary  of  a  supervising 
clerk  only.  There  are  several  other 
cases  of  the  same  kind  with  which  I  will 
not  trouble  the  Committee,  but  I  will  go 
to  a  case  which  seems  to  show,  if  any- 
thing can  show,  that  favouritism  does 
operate  in  the  Liverpool  Post  Office.  I 
will  take  the  case  of  the  medical  officer, 
because  it  is  one  of  so  striking  a  nature 
as  to  show  what  happens  generally  in 
the  whole  of  the  Department.  Prior  to 
June,  1882,  the  whole  of  the  Medical 
Department  at  Liverpool  was  under  the 
control  of  Mr.  Townsend — Mr.  Townsend 
being  a  doctor  of  considerable  expe- 
rience, and  a  gentleman  in  regard  to 
whom  there  had  been  no  complaint.  It 
was  suggested  in  1882  that  the  district 
under  this  gentleman's  care  was  too 
large.  Mr.  Townsend  had  several  assist- 
ants, who  were  qualified  medical  men. 
A  portion  of  the  district  was,  however, 
taken  from  him,  and  given,  not  to  one 
of  Mr.  Townsend's  assistants,  but  to  a 
young  gentleman  who  may  have  been 
highly  qualified,  for  anything  I  know, 
but  who  came  fresh  from  his  examina- 
tion, and  whose  only  qualification  ap- 
pears to  have  been  that  his  father 
happened  to  be  the  postmaster.  This 
young  gentleman  received  the  appoint- 
ment at  a  high  salary,  and  after  a  little 
while  Mr.  Townsend  resigned,  and  the 
three  districts  into  which  Liverpool  had 
been  divided  were  handed  over  to  yoimg 
Mr.  Eich,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
in  the  first  instance  he  had  only  been 
placed  in  charge  of  a  third  of  the  dis- 
trict, on  the  ground  that  the  dbtriot  it- 
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self  was  much  too  large.    The  result  is, 
that  a  district  which  in  1882  was  under 
the  charge  of  a  highly  qualified  practi- 
tioner, and  was  then  declared  to  be  too 
large  for  the  supervision  of  any   one 
individual,  has  now  been  handed  over  to 
this  young  medical  gentleman,  whose 
qualifications  may  be  great,  but  whose 
only  qualification,  as  far  as  I  know,  is 
that  he  happens  to  be  the  son  of  the 
man  who  appointed  him.      I  think  it 
requires  something  more  than  aa  off- 
hand answer  in  this  House  to  get  rid  of 
the  complaints  which  have  been  made 
in  regard  to  the  way  in  which  promo- 
tion has  been  carried  out  in  the  Liver- 
pool Post  Office.    I  quite  feel  that  it 
may  be  suggested  that  the  statements  I 
have  made  are  ex  parte,  and  liable  to  be 
challenged  on  the  other  side.    That  is 
the  misfortune  of  the  manner  in  which 
these  questions  have  to  be  dealt  with. 
It  is,  however,  no  fault  of  mine,  and  as 
long  as  these  matters  have  to  be  dis- 
cussed on  the  Votes  it  will  be  necessary 
to  discuss  them  in  this  way.    It  has  not 
been  an  agreeable  task  to  myself  to  have 
been  compelled  to  raise  the  question 
now.  In  the  first  instance,  I  put  a  Qaes- 
tion  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
when  his  answer  differed  from  my  own 
knowledge  of  the  facts  I  was  oblig^  to 
give  Notice  that  I  would  raise  the  qoes- 
tion  on  the  first  opportunity  that  was 
afforded  to  me.    In  conclusion,  I  will 
ask  the  Postmaster  General  to  state, 
when  he  rises  to  reply,  whether  it  is  not 
possible,  especially  in  the  case  of  the 
Telegraph  Department,  to  oonsicler  if 
there  are  not  a  number  of  men   with 
high  salaries  whose  salaries  might  be 
saved,  and  the  sums  they  receive  appor- 
tioned among  the  lower  class  of  servants^ 
who  are  at  present  wretchedly  paid,  aud 
who  are  occasionally  found  fignring  in 
the  Criminal  Courts  charged  with  em- 
bezzlement and  felony  on  account  of  the 
starvation  wages  they  receive  not  heing 
enough  to  enable  them  to  provide  fox 
themselves  and  their  families?     X  have 
no  wish  to  attempt  any  palliation  of  ih< 
criminality  of  their  conduct;  but  I  musi 

Sut  it  to  Uie  Government  that  it  is  th< 
uty  of  the  State  to  pay  the  men  it  emi 
ploys  in  its  service  such  wag^ee  as  will 
remove  them  from  all  temptation    ti 

commit  crime. 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Om^ 
terbury) :  I  do  not  propose  to  oocupl 
the  attention  of  the  Committee    for  aa^ 
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length  of  time;  but  tbe  speeob  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
affords  me  an  opportunity  of  directing 
attention  to  the  fact  that  all  the  blame 
in  matters    connected  with    the    Post 
Offioe  rests  with  the  official  Heads.  Tbe 
Postmaster  General,  like  other  political 
Heads  in  this  country,  finds  himself  in 
this  difficulty — that  if  he  were  to  oppose 
the  permanent  officials  of  his  Depart- 
ment he  would  inevitably  go  to  the  waU. 
At  any  rate,  that  has  been  the  experience 
hitherto ;  and  in  order  to  bring  the  ques- 
tion clearly  before  the  Committee  1  feel 
tempted  to  move  the  omission  from  the 
Tote  of  the  item  for  the  salary  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Post  Office.    To  eiv© 
an  instance  of  what  I  mean,  I  think  it 
will  be  in  the  recollection  of  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen that  in  an  early  period  of  the 
Office  of  the  present  Postmaster  General 
an  address  of  sympathy  was  got  up  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Post  Office  himself 
and  signed  by  all  the  head  officials  in 
the  Office.    If  such  a  thing  had  been 
done  under  ordinary  circumstances,  or 
if  it  had  occurred  to  anybody  else,  in  all 
probability  the  offender  would  not  have 
been  tolerated  in  office  for  a  day.    The 
Postmaster  General  took  a  stand  against 
the  action  of  this  official,  but  I  believe 
that  he  found  the  officials  in  the  Depart- 
ment were  backed  up  in  high  places, 
and  for  several  days  there  was  a  ques- 
tion whether  the  Postmaster  General 
ahoold  resign  his  Office  or  continue  in 
the  performance  of  his  duties.   The  very 
document — I  mean  the  address  of  sym- 
pathy—came into  the  hands  of  the  Post- 
master General,  and  I  asked  him  some 
Questions  in  the  House  upon  it.     He 
informed  me  that  he  had  not  made  up 
^  mind   what  action  to  take  in  the 
matter,  and  that  before  taking  notice  of 
it  he  intended  to  consult  the  Head  of 
the  Government.    That  answer  simply 
meuit  this — that  it  would  be  a  question 
ibr  the  Head  of  the  Govemment  to  say 
whether  Mr.  Blackwood  was  to  continue 
his  office  of  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office, 
or   whether    the   Postmaster    General 
should  resign.    If  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral had  continued  his  objections  to  the 
proceedings    of    the    Department,  can 
anybody  doubt  what  the  result  would 
kave  been  ?     I  have  called  attention  to 
the  action  of  the  Seciretary  to  the  Post 
Office,  becanse  that  gentleman  is  re- 
■  iponaible  for  almost  every  one  of  the 
:  Aittars  which  haye  been  referred  to  by 


the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton;  and, 
moreover,  the  Secretary  to  the  Post 
Office  has  been  notoriously  opposed  to 
every  reform  which  has  been  attempted 
to  be  brought  about  in  the  Post  Office 
of  this  country.  I  trust  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  allude  to  some  of  the  reforms 
which  we  desire  to  bring  about.  In 
doing  so,  let  me  point  to  this  simple 
fact  that  in  every  country  in  Europe, 
except  England,  and  in  all  the  Co- 
lonies with  which  I  am  acquainted. 
Money  Orders  can  be  sent  by  telegram. 
If  a  man  desires  to  send  a  few  pounds 
from  Sydney  to  Melbourne,  for  instance, 
he  has  simply  to  go  to  the  Money  Order 
Office  and  the  service  is  performed  by 
telegram.  In  the  same  way,  if  he  desires 
to  send  a  sum  of  money  to  Germany, 
Switzerland,  or  France,  he  is  able  to  do 
so  by  the  simplest  operation  possible ; 
but  through  the  obstinacy,  the  officialism, 
and  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Post 
Office  Authorities  to  avoid  trouble,  ob- 
stacles have  been  placed  in  the  way  of 
effecting  this  reform  in  this  country.  I 
think  there  could  be  no  greater  advan- 
tage conferred  upon  the  public  than  to 
provide  that  if  a  man  desires  to  send  a 
few  pounds  to  Manchester  or  Liverpool, 
or  from  any  of  the  large  towns  to  the 
Metropolis,  he  should  be  able  to  go  to 
the  Post  Office  and  do  so.  I  am  afraid, 
however,  that  this  reform  will  never  be 
carried  out  until  we  teach  the  Post  Office 
officials  that  we  are  their  masters.  The 
next  point  I  desire  to  draw  attention  to 
is  the  nature  of  the  postal  arrangements 
of  this  country  witn  all  parts  of  the 
world.  I  have  prepared  a  statement 
showing  the  postal  rates  from  this  coun- 
try to  France,  Germany,  and  other 
Sarts  of  the  Continent,  as  well  as  to  the 
olonies  and  other  parts  of  the  Empire. 
It  will  be  found  that  the  postage  from 
England  to  the  Colonies  is  Ad.,  dd,,  and 
even  6d. ;  whereas  from  France  and 
Germany,  as  well  as  various  other  coun- 
tries, it  is  only  2J(i.— that  is  to  say, 
that  what  in  England  is  charged  Sd,,  is 
charged  in  Germany  and  every  other 
country  in  the  world,  2id.  1  say  it  is  a 
scandal  that  to  all  parts  of  the  British 
Empire  the  charge  should  be  5d.  from 
England,  andonly  2id,  from  Germany  and 
France.  The  same  remark  applies  to  the 
postal  rates  from  Ceylon  to  Hong  Kong, 
the  Straits  Settlements,  and  to  other 
countries.  The  system  pursued  creates 
much  annoyance  to  men  engaged  in 
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business.  The  other  day  I  received  an 
envelope  from  Singapore,  which  had 
been  received  there  from  New  York 
with  a  2}i.  stamp.  By  the  same  mail 
steamer  the  gentleman  who  sent  this 
letter  received  a  number  of  home  let- 
ters, for  each  of  which  he  had  to  pay 
6d.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  English 
Government  are  giving  a  bounty  to 
foreigners  to  carry  on  their  business, 
and  they  are  imposing  on  English  mer- 
chants and  traders  double  the  rates 
charged  in  America,  Germany,  and 
France.  Nay,  foreign  letters  are  even 
sent  through  our  own  Office  for  half  the 
rates  charged  upon  English  letters.  I 
maintain  ti^at  such  a  state  of  affairs  is  a 
great  scandal,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Postmaster  General  to  make  an  in- 
quiry into  such  a  condition  of  things. 
No  doubt,  the  Government  are  making 
a  large  profit  out  of  the  Post  Office; 
but  they  are  pursuing  a  course  only  to 
be  paralleled  by  that  of  a  farmer  who 
preferred  to  eat  up  his  seed  corn  rather 
than  sow  it  in  the  field  for  a  future  har- 
vest. Probably  the  Postmaster  General 
will  inform  the  Committee  that  there  is 
a  decrease  in  the  revenue  of  the  Post 
Office.  I  say  that  that  is  a  great  mis- 
take. I  have  carefully  looked  through 
the  Estimates  connected  with  the  Post 
Office,  and  I  find  that  so  far  as  the 
postage  of  letters  is  concerned,  there  is 
a  very  large  profit  indeed,  amounting  to 
something  like  £3,000,000  a-year;  and, 
further,  that  there  has  been  a  steady 
increase  in  the  profits  derived  from  this 
source  during  the  last  40  years.  If  there 
has  been  any  source  of  trouble  or  diffi- 
culty which  has  arisen  from  the  mode  in 
which  the  affairs  of  the  Post  Office  are 
managed  and  administered,  and  the  large 
and  increasing  expenditure  which  is  in- 
curred, it  is  also  very  difficult  to  get  at 
the  real  facts ;  and  if  a  Question  is  put 
to  the  Government  with  reference  to 
the  nature  of  the  arrangements  with 
foreign  countries,  the  invariable  reply  is 
that  no  accounts  are  kept  with  foreign 
countries.  Fortunately,  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain  an  account  which  shows  what 
the  real  state  of  matters  is,  and  the  facts 
are  of  such  an  extraordinary  nature  that 
I  maintain  and  I  think  it  is  a  duty  of 
the  Postmaster  General  to  cause  an 
inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  whole 
question.  The  profits  of  the  American 
Mail  Service  amount  to  more  than 
£100,000  a-year,  while  the  whole  cost 
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of  sending  letters  to  America  is  only 
£80,000.  Indeed,  we  could  establish  U. 
post  to  America  without  costing-  the 
country  one  farthing,  but,  in  fact,  leaving 
a  profit  of  £120,000  a-year.  I  do  not 
ask  for  any  reduction  whatever  on  book 
postage,  or  on  newspapers  or  circulars, 
but  only  upon  letters.  It  is  a  curious 
fact  that  the  postal  arrangements  in 
Australia  yield  £120,000,  while  the 
whole  cost  of  a  weekly  service  is  only 
£85,000.  Nevertheless,  when  any  pro- 
posal to  carry  out  any  reform  is  made, 
the  officials  of  the  Post  Office  invariably 
come  forward  and  whisper  in  the  ear  of 
the  Postmaster  General  their  fears  that 
it  will  involve  a  loss.  The  result  is,  that 
any  Englishman  can  at  this  moment 
send  six  letters  to  his  friends  in  England, 
Ireland,  and  Scotland  for  every  one  he 
sends  to  Australia.  I  believe  that  Im- 
perial Penny  Postage  could  be  carried 
out  without  involving  any  loss  to  the 
Revenue,  and  in  order  that  the  matter 
should  be  inquired  into  I  asked  for  a 
Select  Committee.  Some  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition  promised  me  their 
support;  but  I  believe  that  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  oppose  the  Motion,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  if  a  Select 
Committee  were  appointed,  and  I  failed 
to  prove  my  case,  the  Government  would 
be  confirmed  in  their  present  course  of 
action.  I  see  that  the  next  Vote  in  these 
Estimates  is  for  the  Packet  Service, 
We  are  asked  to  vote  a  sum  of  £725,000 
for  the  Packet  Service. 

The  CHAIEMAN:  Order,  order  I 
The  question  of  the  Packet  Service  is  in 
the  next  Vote,  and  not  in  this. 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HEATON  :  Then 
I  will  touch  upon  that  question  later  on. 
All  I  will  say  now  is  that  the  heavy  sub- 
sidies we  are  paying  for  the  oonveyauoe 
of  mails  are,  in  my  judgment,  no  longer 
necessary.    If  we  want  speed,  it  Tvould 
be  much  better  to  subsidize  the  Oable 
Service  of  the  Telegraphs.    I  believe  that 
we  could  construct  cables  to  Australia 
for  much  less  than  we  are  now  paying 
for  the  Mail  Service.     And  what  is  the 
state  of  matters  in  India  ?    We  are  con- 
stantly boasting  of  being  in  touob.  with, 
and    having    the  freest  possible    com- 
munication   with,   every    part     o£     the 
Empire,  and  yet  the  English  people  caa- 
not  send  a  letter  to  distant  parts  of  the 
Empire  under  6(^.,  and  they  oaimot  send 
a  telegram  under  lOs.  a  word.      TShesiJ 
are  prohibitory  rates  whioh  ouglit  m 
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longer  to  be  tolerated  hj  this  House, 
and  if  we  really  want  Imperial  unity  we 
ooold  not  act  more  wisely  than  in  re- 
daoing  the  rates  to  all    parts  of  the 
Empire.      There  are  other    important 
matters  in  connection  with  the  anomalous 
state  of  things  now  prevailing  which 
oaght  not  to  be  overlooked,  and  among 
them  is  the  growing  danger  to  our  trade, 
especiaUy  when  it  is  well  known  that 
Oermany  and  France  are  sending  heavily 
Bubsidized  steamers  to  Australia  to  com- 
pete with  our  trade  in  letter  carrying. 
Those  who  know  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ments of  Germany  and  France  are  quite 
aware  that  these  subsidies  are  not  paid 
for  Post  Office  purposes  at  all.    I  was 
iurprised  to  hear  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  declare  that  the  Post  Office 
does  not  pay,  and  he  endeavoured   to 
prove  it  by  includiDg  the  money  paid  for 
the  Packet  Service.     The  enormous  sum 
paid  for  Packet  Service  should  not  be 
eharged  to  the  Post  Office  at  all.     To 
prove  that,  and  to  show  the  absurdity  of 
the  Ohancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  views 
on  that  head,  I  will  point  out  that  we  pay 
at  the  present  moment  something  like 
£350,000  for  the  Packet  Service  to  India, 
while  the  total  revenue  derived  from  it 
only  amounts  to  £55,000.  Would  that  be 
tolerated  for  a  moment  if  it  were  not 
perfectly  clear  that  we  are  paying  this 
hu^e  sum  of  money  for  other  purposes  ? 
Such  an  expenditure  would  not  be  sanc- 
tioned  unless  the  people  were  aware  that 
it  was  inourred  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
couraging trade.    If  you  admit    that 
fact,  I  would  ask  you  why  should  the 
Post  Office,  and  those  who  send  letters, 
be  pot  to  this  enormous  cost,  and  be 
prevented  from  carrying  out  the  reforms 
of  the  Post  Office  Service  which  are  so 
strongly   demanded?    The  theory  now 
pot  forward  by  the  Gbvernment  in  justi- 
fication  of  their  refusal  to  carry  out  re- 
forms is  altogether  a  new  doctrine.    As 
a  proof   of   this,   I  may  mention  the 
fact  that  a  Select  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed    by    this  House  in    1863,    of 
whieh   Sir    Stafford  Northcote    was    a 

Member. 

Thb  postmaster  general  (Mr. 
Raikks)  (Cambridge  University):  Sir, 
I  rise  to  Order.  I  understood  you  to 
rule  just  now  that  the  hon.  Member 
would  not  be  in  Order  in  dealing  with 
the  questioii  of  the  Packet  Service, 
winch  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Yote 
now  under  diaousaion. 

VOL.  OOOXSf^    [thibd  sbbies.] 


The  CHAIRMAN:  That  is  so.  i 
pointed  out  to  the  hon.  Member  that  the 
Packet  Service  is  in  the  next  Vote. 

Me.  HENNIKER  HEATON  :  I  beg 
to  apologize  for  having  wandered  from 
the  subject  of  the  Vote ;  but  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  separate  the  two  matters.  The 
whole  system  of  our  Telegraph  and 
Postal  Services  ought  to  form  the  sub- 
ject of  an  inquiry.  Most  g^ss  anoma- 
lies exist,  and  every  week  samples  of 
English  goods  are  posted  abroad,  instead 
of  being  sent  from  England.  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  one  firm,  who  have  in- 
formed me  that  they  have  posted  500,000 
samples  to  all  parts  of  England  at  one- 
half  the  rate  which  it  would  have  cost 
them  if  they  had  posted  them  in  London ; 
and  as  a  matter  of  fact,  letters  for  all 
parts  of  the  British  Empire  can  be 
posted  from  France  and  Germany  at 
100  per  cent  less  cost  than  would  be 
entailed  if  they  were  posted  in  England. 
There  are  other  grievances  of  another 
kind  which  demand  a  remedy ;  and, 
under  these  circumstances,  I  think  we 
are  justified  in  asking  for  a  full  inquiry 
into  the  whole  state  of  affairs. 

Mb.  RAIKES  :  I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther it  is  desirable  that  I  shoidd  inter- 
vene so  early  in  the  debate ;  but  as  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  who  has  just 
addressed  the  Committee  seemed  to  travel 
rather  wide  of  the  question,  perhaps  it 
would  be  as  well  to  go  back  to  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  (Mr.  Bradlaugh),  which 
certainly  were  relevant  to  the  Vote  now 
before  the  Committee.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton  called  attention  to 
the  system — or,  rather,  what  he  charac- 
terized as  a  want  of  system — in  regard 
to  the  promotions  in  the  Post  Office.  I 
quite  admit  that  it  is  an  extremely  diffi- 
cidt  thing  to  conduct  the  promotions  in 
this  or  any  other  important  Public  De- 
partment. The  hon.  Member  has  asked 
me  whether,  in  sanctioning  various  pro- 
motions, I  am  guided  by  the  question  of 
fitness,  or  by  seniority,  or  by  fitness  ac- 
companied by  seniority,  or  by  the  advice 
of  my  permanent  advisers  ?  In  reply,  I 
can  only  say  to  the  hon.  Member,  as  I 
think  he  has  already  anticipated,  that  I 
am  guided  by  all  those  considerations. 
I  think  it  is  very  desirable  that  fitness 
should  be  considered,  and  by  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Department  it  is  bound  to  be 
considered  in  the  case  of  all  promotions 
to  the  first  class      In  the  promotions 
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in  the  classes  below,  seniority,  coupled 
with  fitness,  is  considered.  Of  course, 
I  cannot  myself  pretend  to  decide  as  to 
the  indiyidual  merits  of  the  94,000  or 
95,000  employ i8  of  the  Oovemment  in 
the  Post  Office  Department,  and  I  have 
to  be  largely  guided  by  the  opinions  of 
those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  de- 
tails of  the  Service.  The  hon.  Member 
has  made  special  reference  to  the  case 
of  a  promotion  which  took  place  a  short 
time  ago  in  the  second  class  in  the  Office 
of  the  Beceiyer  and  Accountant  General. 
It  is  a  curious  thing  that  whenever  a 
man  does  an  act  which  he  thinks  will 
be  popular,  he  afterwards  finds  that  that 
is  the  very  thing  he  gets  pulled  up  for.  I 
have  not  had  any  communication  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  as  to  the 
details  of  this  particular  promotion ;  but 
if  he  had  intimated  to  me  that  he  desired 
to  bring  the  matter  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  I  should  have  been  glad  to 
give  him  all  the  information  in  my 
power. 

Mb.  BEADLAnan :  I  regret  that  I 
did  not  give  Notice  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
Holidays  prevented  me  from  giving  the 
same  Notice  in  regard  to  this  case  as  I 
gave  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
regard  to  other  cases. 

Mb.  B AIKES  :  As  far  as  I  remember, 
three  clerks  had  to  be  promoted,  and 
the  Secretary  recommended  me  to  pro- 
mote three  officers  who  were  all  rather 
junior.  It  was  said  that  the  first  four 
m  the  class  were  not  fit  for  promotion ; 
the  fifth  was  an  improving  clerk,  and 
after  him  came  others  who  were  re- 
ported to  be  fit  for  promotion.  I 
was  asked  to  promote  three  gentle- 
men the  hiffhest  of  whom  stood  ninth 
on  the  list,  but  I  was  unwilling  to  pass 
over  the  first  eight  clerks,  when  I 
saw  that  one  of  them  was  reported  to 
be  an  improving  officer.  I  tiierefore 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  give  the 
improving  officer  a  probationary  ap- 
pomtment,  and  that  is  the  long  and  the 
short  of  ike  whole  matter.  I  have  no 
knowledge  whaterer  of  the  gentleman 
promoted*  either  personally,  or  of  his 
politics.  I  come  now  to  the  case  of 
Liverpool.  These  cases  seem  to  be 
rather  mutually  destructive.  In  the 
first  case  I  did,  to  a  certain  degree, 
disregard  the  advice  tendered  to  me,  and 
I  recognized  the  principle  of  seniority; 
whereas,  in  the  case  of  Liverpool,  I  acted 

Mr.IUikes 


upon  the  advice  given  to  me,  and  dis- 
regarded seniority.    Yet  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  not  satisfied  with  either  appoint- 
ment.    These  two  cases  exempUty  the 
difficulties   which    surround  the  Post- 
master General  in  making  these  appoint- 
ments ;    but  they  show,  at  all  events, 
that  I  have  not  erred  according  to  any 
fixed  principle  for  determining  what  I 
ought  to  do.    As  regards  Liverpool,  the 
hon.  Member  brought  the  case  before 
the  House  some  time  ago,  and  when 
my  attention  was  called  to  it,  I  at  once 
sent  for  the  papers.    I  was  extremely 
reluctant  to  confirm  that  promotion.    I 
quite  feel  the  force  of  what  the  hon. 
Member  has  said,  and  it  certainly  did 
seem  that  some  of  those  who  have  been 
passed  over  had  considerable  claims.    I 
did  not,  however,  care  to  set  aside  the 
very  strong  recommendation  of  the  post- 
master of  Liverpool  in  favour  of  any  in- 
dividual respecting  whom  I  had  no  infor- 
mation at  all.    I  was  inclined  to  believe 
that  the  officer  promoted  most  be  a 
gentleman  of  exceptional  merit,  seeing 
that  he  had  been  acting  almost  as  a 
sort  of  private  secretary  to  the  post- 
master,  so    that    the    postmaster    had 
special  means  of  forming  an  aocorate 
opinion  of  his  capacity.     I  believe  that 
the  course  I  pursued  was  one  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman    himself    would  have 
taken  if    he   had    been  in  my  place. 
There  were  two  or  three  other  oases 
mentioned  in  regard  to  Liverpool,  and  I 
can  only  say  that  I  will  make  inquiries 
about  them.    The  facts  in  oonnection 
with  the  cases  of  Hegnett  and  Hebby 
have  not  been  brought  before  me,  bot 
have  I  received    any    inforoaation   in 
regard  to  that  of  Miller.    I  will,  how- 
ever, make  inquiries  into  all  of  those 
oases.      Then  comes    the    case   of  the 
medical  officer,   but  that  is    a   matter 
which  happened    when    the    late  Mr. 
Fawcett  was  Postmaster  General,  and  I 
was  not  in  Office.     The   arrangement 
which  was  made  in  1 882  has  since  been 
set  aside,  and  the  gentleman   who  was 
then  appointed  medical  officer  for  part 
of  the  district  is  now  officiating  ior  the 
whole  district.    It  is  simply  a  return  to 
the  system  which  was  in  force    before 
1882. 

Mb.  BKADLAUGH:  May  I  be 
allowed  to  explain  ?  I  did  not  intend  to 
make  any  attack  upon  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  at  all,  but  I  simply  pointed 
out  that  in  1882  a  large  diatriot  which 
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had  been  under  one  competent  medical 
man  was  divided  into  three,  because  it 
was  considered  too  large  for  one  officer. 
On  that  occasion  the  postmaster's  son 
wsa  given  a  large  portion  of  the  district, 
and  shortly  afterward,  when  the  previous 
medical  officer  resigned,  the  whole  of 
the  district  was  put  into  the  hands  of  this 
young  man,  thus  more  than  doubling 
the  original  salary,  although  his  only 
qualification  was  that  he  was  the  son  of 
the  postmaster. 

Mb.  BAIKES  :  I  was  not  aware  that 
he  was  the  son  of  the  postmaster.     All 
that  I  know  is  that  what  has  been  done 
has  been  to  restore  the  practice  which 
prevailed   before    1882,   and  that   one 
medical  officer  now  controls  the  whole 
district.     I  do  not  know  the  facts  pre- 
cisdly ;  but  from  what  has  fallen  from 
the  hon.  Member,  I  take  it  that  the  Mr. 
Townsend  he  speaks  of  was  an  experi- 
enced medical  officer,  who  was  probably 
a  man  advanced  in  years,  seeing  that  he 
soon  afterwards  resigned  the  office.    It 
is  quite  probable  that  a  young,  vigorous, 
and  energetic  man  may  be  competent  to 
perform  duties  which  may  have  been  too 
heavy  for  an  older  man  in  1882.     The 
boa.  Member  has  made  a  reference  to 
salaries  generally,  and  particularly  to 
the  higher  and  lower  salaries.     I  have  a 
good  deal  of  sympathy  with  the  hon. 
Member,  and  I  do  not  deny  that  I  share 
to  a  certJEun  degree  in  the  sentiments  to 
which  he  has  given  expression.  He  says 
that  it  IB  desirable  to  reduce  the  salaries 
of  thoee  who  are  at  present  highly-paid 
in  order  to  increase  the  salaries  of  those 
who  are  ill-paid.    That  is  a  very  natural 
sentiment;   out  you  have  to  deal  with 
hai^aina   which  have  been  made  with 
individaals  when  they  first  entered  the 
Service,  and  the  existing  interests  and 
the  expectations  of  these  men  must  be 
earefoUy  borne  in  mind,  seeing  that  they 
form  part  of  the  reward  they  expected  to 
receive  when  their  salaries  were  not  so 
good  as  they  are  now.    I  regret  the  re- 
ference made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Canterburyy  who  followed  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton,  to  a  matter  which 
I  had  hoped  had  now  passed  into  oblivion. 
I  do  Bot  wish  to  detam  the  Committee  by 
going  into  it  again,  but  I  must  refer  to 
it,  lest  it  should  be  assumed  that  I  have 
any  regret   to  express  for  the  course 
which  X  took.     I  refer  to  the  question  of 
the   JiregulaT  proceeding  which    took 
jilace  in  the  Fqbi  Office  shortly  after  I 


became  Postmaster  General,  and  which 
I  hope  all  the  parties  who  participated  in 
it  have  since  regretted.  I  felt  bound  to 
vindicate  the  authority  of  the  Office  I 
have  the  honour  to  hold,  and  having  so 
vindicated  it,  I  have  been  perfectly  satis- 
fied to  let  the  matter  rest,  and  I  trust  that 
I  shall  secure  the  cordial  co-operation  and 
hearty  assistance  of  the  very  able  gentle- 
men who  form  the  permanent  staff  of 
the  Department  with  whom  I  was  on  that 
occasion  in  temporary  conflict.  The 
hon.  Member  then  proceeded  to  refer  to 
the  question  of  telegraphing  Money 
Orders.  That  is  a  matter  which  I  think 
will  be  more  suitably  dealt  with  when 
we  come  to  the  Telegraph  Vote.  I  will 
only  say  that,  as  far  as  convenience  is 
concerned,  there  would  be  great  risk  in 
largely  increasing  the  balances  deposited 
in  the  hands  of  provincial  postmasters, 
or  in  giving  them  increased  credit  with 
the  local  banks.  If  the  suggestion  of 
the  hon.  Member  were  carried  out,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  enlarge  the  bal- 
ances in  the  hands  of  the  postmasters. 

Mr.  HENNIKEE  HEATON  :  I  only 
suggested  that  the  amount  of  the  Money 
Order  Telegrams  should  be  moderate. 

Mb.  EAIKES:  I  quite  admit  that 
there  might  be  a  certain  amount  of  con- 
venience in  the  arrangement;  but  a  much 
larger  sum  must  necessarily  be  deposited 
in  the  hands  of  the  postmasters,  and 
the  danger  is  not  so  much  the*loss  to 
the  State  as  of  placing  temptations 
before  a  large  class  of  the  public  ser- 
vants. If  the  hon.  Member  knew  the 
great  temptations  to  which  the  post- 
masters are  exposed  now,  even  in  re- 
gard to  the  balances  they  now  have,  I 
think  he  would  hesitate  before  he  de- 
termined on  increasing  the  risk.  I  am, 
however,  quite  prepared  to  consider  the 
matter,  which  is  one  worthy  of  con- 
sideration ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
have  given  to  it  some  consideration  since 
I  have  been  in  Office.  Hitherto,  how- 
ever, I  have  been  unable  to  get  over  the 
obstacle  I  have  mentioned.  Possibly, 
if  there  were  a  g^eat  demand  for  the 
introduction  of  the  system  on  the  part 
of  the  public,  some  way  of  getting  rid 
of  the  difficulty  I  have  pointed  out 
might  be  found ;  but  up  to  the  present 
time  I  have  not  seen  sufficient  reason 
for  changing  the  present  system.  As  to 
the  mail  subsidies,  I  will  only  point  out 
that  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
did  not  apply  to  the  present  Yote.    I 
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do  not  wish  to  close  these  obserrations 
without  making  one  statement,  which  I 
think  the  Committee  will  be  glad  to 
hear,  and  it  arises  out  of  the  last  part 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  observations. 
Ever  since  I  came  into  Office  I  have 
done  my  best  to  endeavour  to  bring 
about  some  system  for  re-eetablishing 
the  pattern  post.  I  found,  however, 
that  there  were  difficulties  in  the  way, 
and  serious  objections  were  raised  to  the 
plan.  It  was  said  that  the  Parcel  Post 
ought  to  meet  all  the  requirements,  and 
I  was  assured  that  the  system  could  not 
be  re-established  without  loss  to  the 
Bevenue ;  but  I  have  persevered  in  the 
project,  because,  as  I  have  stated  else- 
where, I  consider  it  to  be  a  scandal  that 
it  should  be  possible  to  send  patterns  and 
samples  abroad,  and  then  send  them 
back  home  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  they 
can  be  sent  direct  from  one  part  of  this 
country  to  another.  Patterns  can  be 
sent  from  abroad  for  10  centimes,  no 
portion  of  which  reaches  our  Bevenue, 
a  rate  considerably  below  the  cost  of 
postage  in  England.  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  within  the  last  few  days  I  have 
obtained  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury 
to  the  re-establishment  of  a  Pattern 
Post.  Although*  the  details  are  not 
settled,  as  the  matter  is  one  of  con- 
siderable public  interest,  I  think  I  may 
not  unreasonably  give  the  Committee 
the  outlines  of  the  plan.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose, at  all  events,  at  present,  to  extend 
it  beyond  the  weight  of  i  lb.,  but  I  pro- 
pose that  we  should  establish  a  gra- 
duated scale.  The  proposed  rates  are — 
for  patterns  less  than  4  ozs.,  Id, ;  be- 
tween 4  ozs.  and  6  ozs.,  Hd, ;  and  be- 
tween 6  oze.  and  8  ozs.,  2d,  I  believe 
this  scale  will  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
case,  and  will  deal  with  all  samples  and 
patterns  correctly  and  justly  described, 
though  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  a 
watchful  eye  against  the  surreptitious 
sending  of  correspondence  under  the 
form  of  patterns.  In  the  first  year  or 
two  there  will  probably  be  some  loss  of 
Bevenue ;  but  I  expect  that  the  loss  will 
be  almost  inperceptible.  I  shall  be 
happy  to  deal  with  the  larger  and  Im- 
perial questions  which  have  been  re- 
ferred to  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Can- 
terbury when  the  Packet  and  Telegraph 
Votes  come  on. 

Mb.  SHAWLEPEVBB  (Bradford, 
Central) :  Will  the  samples  and  patterns 
go  by  the  Letter  or  the  Parcel  Post  ? 

Mr.Mmke^  


Mb.  BAIKE8 :  The  present  intention 
is  to  send  them  with  the  letters. 

Mb.  BBADLAUGH  :  I  wish  to  put  a 
question  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
with  regard  to  the  good-conduct  badges 
for  the  letter  carriers.     I    understand 
that  among  a  great  number  of  the  letter 
carriers  there  has  been  some  falling  otf 
in  the  number  of  good-conduct  badges 
awarded.    Now,  these  badges  are  highly 
prized,  and  bring  pecuniary  advantages 
to  a  very  poor  dass  of  men.    In  some 
districts  it  is  quite  clear  that  when  a 
man  who  possessed  one  of  these  badges 
has  either  died  or  left  the  Service,  the 
vacant  badge  has  not  been  given  to  a 
letter  carrier  in  the  same  district.     I  am 
informed  that  that  has  been  specially 
the    case    in    Hampshire.     There    are 
several  districts  there  in  which  the  num- 
ber of  badges  is  less  than  it  was  some 
time   ago.     I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
that  the  number  has  grown  less  since  the 
time  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  been 
in  Office.    I  am  rather  inclined  to  be- 
lieve that  the  falling  off  commenced  be- 
fore he  assumed  OHffice  ;  but  I  know  it 
would  be  a  g^eat  consolation  to  the  men 
to  know  that  their  chances  of  enjoying 
this  distinction  are  not  fewer  than  they 
used  to  be.    It  is  also  desirable  that 
some    encouragement    should    be  held 
out  to  men    who   have    distinguished 
themselves  by  their  good  conduct  and 
honesty  that  they  will  receive  a  reward 
which  will  have   the  effect  of  making 
their  lives  more  happy. 

Mb.  BAIEES  :  I  entirely  appreciate 
the  force  of  the  remarks  which  have  been 
made  by  the  hon.  Member.     I  think  it 
is  most  desirable  to  maintain  the  system 
of  awarding  good-conduct  badges,  and 
even  to  extend  it.    I  do  not  beUeve, 
however,  that  there  has  been  any  falling* 
off    in    the    number    of   good-conduct 
badges  given.   Certainly,  no  diminution 
of  the  number  has  been  sanctioned.     X 
think  the  point  to  which  the  hon.  (Gen- 
tleman has  called  attention  is  only  to  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  the  districts  are 
more  extensive  than  he  is  aware  of,  tha.t 
a    certain     number    of   good    conduct 
badges  are  given  for  the  whole  distriot, 
and  that  the  districts  are  of  a  very  con- 
siderable  size  and  area — for  instanoei^ 
although   a  man    may    have    died    xx&. 
Hampshire,  it  is  possible  that  the  ~ 
may  have  been  given  to   some 
letter  carrier  in  Surrey.  I  will| 
inquire  into  the  matter* 
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Me.  cavendish  BENTINOK 
(Whitehaven) :    I    am    sorry    to    give 
my  right  hon.   Friend  the  trouble  of 
having    to    speak    again    upon     this 
Vote;  but,   as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  rose 
before  my   right    hon.    Friend   made 
his  answer    to    the  previous  observa- 
tions, in  the  hope  that  I  might  be  able 
to  save  him  the  trouble  and  limit  him  to 
one  speech  on  this  occasion.    Upon  this 
Vote  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  a  mat- 
ter which  I  have  constantly  had  upon 
the  Paper,  but  which,  owing  to  the  un- 
reasonably late  hour  at  which  the  Post 
Office  Estimates  have  been  discussed,  I 
have  found  it  impossible  to  place  before 
the  Committee,  although  it  is  a  matter 
of  considerable    inconvenience  to  the 
country — ^1  refer  to  the  defective  mode 
oi  collecting  letters  at  various  railway 
stations  in  the  United  Kingdom.  I  have 
never  been  able  to  discover — ^indeed,  it 
passes  the  wit  of  man  to  discover,  why 
the  English  public  should  not  have  the 
same  facilities  in  regard  to  posting  letters 
at  railway  stations  which  are  enjoyed  by 
the  citizens  of  every  large  Continental 
town.    At  the  railway  stations  in  nearly 
every  foreign  town — certainly  in  France 
And  Italy — there  are  mo  veable  post-boxes 
which  are  ready  to  be  emptied  on  the 
&mva]  di  a  train,  and  by  this  means  the 
publio  have  an  opportunity  of  posting 
their  letters  without  any  extra  charge 
op  to  a  few  minutes  before  the  arrival 
of  the   train.     I  am   sorry    to    think 
how  many  years  have  elapsed  since  I 
first    directed    the    attention   of    Her 
Majesty's  Gt>vemment  to   this  subject. 
It  was  when  Mr.  Tilley  was  Secretary 
to  the  Post  Office,  and  he  met  my  repre- 
BBtttatioaa  with  the  assertion  that  it  was 
ftbaolutely  impossible  to  carry  out  this 
scheme  in  this  country.     Nevertheless, 
^e  system  was  introduced  by  the  Post- 
master General  for  France,  under  the 
laiperial  GoTemment,  and  a  Eeport  was 
obtained  from  him  showing  the  way  in 
•hich  the  ayatem  was  worked ;  and  I 
<^e  say  my  right  hon.  Friend,  if  he 
^  make  inquiries,  will  find  that  Re- 
P^  in  some  pigeon-hole  at  the  Post 
J'ffice.    I  think  it   was  when  the  noble 
^^  the  Member  for  Rossendale  (The 
^'quess    of     Hartington)   was   Post- 
■••ter  Qeneral  that  a  Post  Office  van 
pat  on,  and  by   the  payment  of  an 
lee  letters    ^were  allowed  to  be 
twft  onbr  in  the  travelling  vans. 
""^NfpPJn^^  ^  that  the  same 


advantages  should  not  have  been  ex- 
tended to  the  Post  Office  boxes  at  all  the 
railway  stations.  At  present,  a  very 
idiotic  practice  prevails  at  some  of 
the  great  stations  —  such  as  Bugby, 
Preston,  and  Bishopstoke.  We  find  at 
those  stations  a  pillar-box ;  but  instead 
of  the  contents  being  emptied  at  the 
station  into  the  van  when  the  train 
arrives,  the  letters  are  taken  from  the 
station  to  the  central  office  of  the  town, 
which  may  be  a  mile  distant,  and  there 
is  no  advantage  whatever  in  posting  a 
letter  there.  Then,  again,  at  a  certain 
hour  in  the  evening,  even  these  pillar- 
boxes  are  shut  up,  and  the  only  way  of 
posting  a  letter  is  to  give  a  fee  to  a 
railway  porter  employed  at  the  station 
with  instructions  to  give  it  to  the  travel- 
ling clerk  when  the  van  arrives.  In  that 
case  you  have  to  trust  to  the  honour  of 
the  porter  in  discharging  the  duty  he 
has  taken  upon  himself.  I  have  spoken 
to  several  of  the  Post  Office  officials  on 
the  subject  privately,  but  I  have  never 
been  able  to  get  any  reason  from  them 
why  the  foreign  system  should  not  be 
carried  out.  I  think  if  they  would  con- 
sult with  the  officials  connected  with  the 
Continental  Post  Offices, they  would  soon 
ascertain  the  lines  upon  which  the  same 
plan  could  be  worked  satisfactorily  in 
this  country.  I  recollect  that  on  one 
occasion  Mr.  Tilley  did  state  an  objection 
— namely,  that  when  a  letter  was  put 
into  a  travelling  van  there  was  no  telling 
whether  it  was  going  up  or  down  the 
line.  The  answer  to  that  was  that  no 
inconvenience  could  be  sustained,  because 
the  sorting  clerks  who  take  charge  of 
the  letters  would  put  it  into  the  proper 
train  the  moment  they  reached  the  next 
railway  station.  I  hope  my  right  hon. 
Friend  will  be  able  to  tell  the  Committee 
that  something  my  be  done  in  this  direc- 
tion. I  believe  that  upon  the  South- 
western line  very  great  inconvenience 
is  at  present  experienced,  and  also  in 
the  town  which  I  represent.  There  is 
another  point  to  which  I  also  desire  to 
direct  the  attention  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend,  and  it  is  this.  As  I  understand 
— perhaps  I  may  be  wrong — it  is  not 
possible  to  post  a  letter  in  a  railway 
train  unless  there  happens  to  be  a  travel- 
ling clerk  or  some  recognized  official 
person  in  charge  of  the  van.  I  have 
been  told  that  an  alteration  has  been 
made  in  that  respect  lately ;  but  I  under- 
stand that  hitherto  the  presence  of  a 
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clerk  with  a  train  was  a  condition  pre- 
cedent to  the  despatch  of  a  letter  by  the 
train  carrying  the  mail.  What  has 
happened  has  been  this — the  Post  Office 
train  which  carries  the  London  and 
Southern  mails  leares  Whitehaven  at 
7.30  in  the  evening ;  but  the  letter  van 
is  not  in  the  charge  of  a  travelling  clerk, 
but  simply  in  charge  of  the  railway 
authorities.  The  Post  Office  van  leaves 
an  hour  and  a-half  earlier,  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  Post  Office,  so  that  all 
the  letters  between  Whitehaven  and 
Camforth  may  be  picked  up.  The  con- 
sequence is  that  letters  from  the  town  of 
Whitehaven, with  a  population  of  26,000 
people,  are  not  able  to  be  put  into  the 
travelling  van  when  it  leaves  without  an 
extra  fee  of  id.  I  will  ask  my  right 
hon.  Friend  if  he  cannot  make  some 
arrangement  to  prevent  this  inconve- 
nience by  employing  some  trustworthy 
clerk  to  take  charge  of  the  Post  Office 
van,  and  also  of  all  letters  which  may 
be  given  to  him  to  deliver  at  Camforth  ? 
I  believe  that  a  similar  inconvenience 
has  been  experienced  on  the  South 
West-ern  System.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  South  Dorset  (Colonel 
Hambro)  will  be  aware  that  the  morn- 
ing mail  which  leaves  Waterloo  Station 
at  8.5  takes  the  whole  of  the  letters 
despatched  in  the  morning.  There  is 
no  travelling  clerk  in  charge,  and  any 
person  who  is  desirous  of  sending  a 
letter  specially  is  not  able  to  do  so.  I 
hope  my  right  hon.  Friend  will  take 
the  matter  seriously  into  his  considera- 
tion, and  that  before  he  has  much 
longer  occupied  the  Office  which  he  now 
so  worthily  administers,  he  will  be  able 
to  introduce  some  satisfactory  change 
in  these  respects.  I  can  assure  my  right 
hon.  Friend  that  the  restrictions  now 
imposed  often  cause  the  greatest  incon- 
venience, and  the  people  of  Whitehaven, 
whom  I  represent,  fervently  hope  that 
they  will  be  done  away  with. 

Mb.  HANBUEY  (Preston):  There 
are  one  or  two  points  to  which  I  desire 
to  draw  attention  in  connection  with  this 
Estimate.  In  the  first  place,  there  is  an 
item  in  reference  to  the  insurance  of 
public  buildings  belonging  to  the  Post 
Office ;  but  I  do  not  see  in  the  Estimate 
that  any  regular  rule  is  followed,  either 
in  regard  to  the  buildings  which  belong 
to  the  Post  Office  or  to  any  other  Depart- 
ment. In  some  cases  it  would  appear 
that  they  are  insured,  whereas  in  others 

Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinck 


there  is  no  insurance  at  all,  and  there 
certainly  appears  to  be  no  definite  prin- 
ciple adopted.  There  is  an  item  on 
page  71  for — 

<'  Water,  fire  iDSurance,  tithes,  compenBation 
to  ministers  and  parish,  clerks  for  loss  of  emolu- 
ments, rent  of  windows  in  money  order  office 
overlooking  graveyard,  &o." 

I  want  to  know  what  the  principle  is 
which  the  Post  Office  Authorities  adopt 
in  regard  to  insurances  ?     There  is  also 
another  matter.     I  find  from  the  Cus- 
toms Keport  that  a  good  deal  of  smug- 
gling goes  on  by  means  of  the  Parcel 
Post.     The  right    hon.   Gentleman  is 
about  to  increase  the  facilities  for  the 
Parcel  Post,  and  I  want  to  know  how  it 
is  when  the  Parcel  Post  system  is  so 
much  more  extensive  on  the  Continent, 
and  the  articles  on  which  duty  is  paid 
are  so  much  more  numerous,  that  they 
avoid  smuggling,  whereas  inthiscoontiy 
tobacco  is  the  only  thing  that  can  be 
smuggled,  and  we  have  it  stated  in  this 
Repo^  that  a    good   deal  of   tobacco 
smuggling  is  carried  on.    Then,  again, 
I  wish  to  have  some  information  with 
reference  to  the  conveyance  of  mails  by 
coach    in  this  country.    I  understand 
that  the  mails  are  now  being  conveyed 
by  the  coach  running  to  Brighton,  and 
I  wish  to  know  whether  the  ste^s  which 
are  now  taken  are  really  tentative,  or 
whether  the  change  is  meant  to  be  per- 
manent.   If  the  conveyance  of  mails  bj 
coach  should  have  the  effect  of  leading 
to  improvement  in  the  roads  it  must 
command  approval,  and  I  am  glad  to 
hear  of  it ;  but  I  desire  to  know  whe- 
ther in  regard  to  the  coach  now  lanning 
to  Brighton  the  experiment  shows  that 
it  is  cheaper  to  convey  the  mails   by 
coach  rather  than  by  rail,  and  if  there 
is  any  idea  of  carrying  out  the   samie 
plan  extensively  throughout  the    coun- 
try ?    It  is  not  often  that  we  get  an  op- 
portunity of  discussing  the  Post   Office 
V  ote,  and  I  think  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Canterbury  has  started  a 
mine  in  reference  to  some  of  the   Post 
Office  anomalies,   which  is    very    ^rell 
worth  working.    Indeed,  I  hope  t.e  will 
keep  pegging  away  until  he  gota    eome 
of  the  evils  he  complains  ot  redreaaed. 
Unless  he  continues  to  press  them  npon 
the  attention  of  the  Govemnaent    day 
after  day  and  year  after  year^    I    am 
afraid  that  very  little  will  be   done.     I 
do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  for  tiie 
Government  to  say  that  the  Post  Offiee 
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cannot  afford  to  carry  out  the  reforms 
and  improvements  suggested  by  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Canterbury.  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  Memorial  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  London,  which 
states  that  there  is  annually  a  large 
surplus  provided  from  the  Post  Office 
Department,  which,  to  the  extent  of 
about  £2,500,000  a-year,  is  appro- 
priated by  the  Treasury.  I  cannot  help 
regarding  that  surplus  of  £2«500,000  as 
a  tax  upon  the  commerce  of  the  country, 
and  I  cannot  believe  that  the  House  of 
Commons  will  continue  much  longer  to 
permit  this  large  surplus  to  be  handed 
over  to  the  Treasury  —a  surplus  which 
amounts  to  the  return  of  about  30  per 
cent  on.  the  capital  invested — without 
part  of  it  being  spent  in  affording  the 
public  increased  postal  and  telegraph 
facilities,  such  as  are  enjoyed  in  Ger- 
many and  other  countries,  and  which 
would  be  of  great  benefit  in  securing 
the  real  federation  of  the  Empire.  In 
every  other  country  in  the  world  sur- 
pluses of  this  kind  are  appropriated, 
not  to  the  use  of  the  General  Exchequer, 
but  in  increasing  the  postal  facilities. 
We  know  very  well  what  the  facilities 
ore  which  are  given  to  trade  in  Ger- 
many, and  in  other  countries,  but  which 
are  not  afforded  in  England.  Taking 
into  consideration  the  tremendous  ma- 
terial interests  which  are  concerned  in 
s  great  commercial  country  like  this,  I 
think  it  is  simply  ridiculous  to  go  on 
appropriating  this  surplus  instead  of 
utilizing  it  in  increasing  our  postal 
facilities. 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HEATON  :  I  only 
want  to  say  a  word  or  two  by  way  of 
explanation  in  regard  to  the  telegraph- 
ing of  Money  Orders.  I  want  to  explain 
the  system  in  operation  in  Australia. 
In  the  first  instance,  money  order  offices 
were  established  in  connection  with  the 
Poet  Oifioe  in  those  places  which  stood 
most  in  need  of  them,  but  the  sums  re- 
mitted in  that  way  were  limited  to  a 
small  amount,  not  being  allowed  to 
exceed  £10;  but  I  believe  that  the 
Sffloont  has  since  been  greatly  extended. 
As  to  the  objections  raised  by  the  Post- 
master General  that  the  system  would 
be  liable  to  fraud,  I  am  prepared  to 
admit  that  temptations  might  occur  if 
large  sums  of  money  were  placed  in  the 
post  offices  for  this  purpose;  but,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  postmasters  are 
aibeady  in  receipt  of  sufficient  sums  to 


enable  them  to  pay  the  Post  Office  Orders 
sent  by  telegram.  What  I  propose 
is  to  establish  a  similar  system  in  this 
country  to  that  which  exists  in  Australia, 
and  which  the  Postmaster  General  could 
easily  carry  out.  I  am  sorry  to  find  that 
the  proposal  has  not  received  more  en- 
couragement from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Postmaster  General.  Long  be- 
fore the  right  hon.  Gentleman  came 
into  Office  the  same  answer  was  given 
— namely,  that  the  matter  is  still  under 
consideration.  If  he  is  really  desirous 
of  testing  the  matter,  let  him  arrange  to 
introduce  money  orders  first  for  small 
amounts  at  such  places  as  Birmingham, 
Liverpool,  Manchester,  Sheffield,  Edin- 
burgh, Belfast,  and  Glasgow.  Then,  if 
the  experiment  is  a  success,  as  I  have  no 
doubt  it  would  be,  he  will  gain  the  gra- 
titude of  the  country.  I  congratulate 
the  Postmaster  General  on  the  informa- 
tion he  has  given  to  the  Committee  that 
he  is  about  to  remove  one  great  scandal 
which  has  hitherto  existed.  I  feel  cer- 
tain that  if  he  were  not  obstructed  by 
the  permanent  officials  of  the  Depart- 
ment we  should  have  many  more  re- 
forms of  the  same  kind.  I  sincerely 
trust  that  he  will  give  a  favourable  con- 
sideration to  the  proposal  for  establish- 
ing a  Telegraphic  Money  Order  system. 
Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVEE  :  There  was 
one  remark  which  was  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  who  has  just  sat  down  with 
which  I  cannot  agree — namely,  that  the 
Postmaster  General  is  obstructed  in  im- 
provements by  the  permanent  officials  of 
the  Department.  In  the  first  speech  de- 
livered by  the  hon.  Member  he  stated 
that  the  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office  was  a 
man  who  obstructed  all  reforms,  and  that 
to  him  rather  than  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral or  the  Government  the  failure  to 
carry  out  the  reforms  he  desires  is  due. 
I  can  only  assure  the  hon.  Member  that 
that  is  not  my  experience  of  the  Post 
Office  permanent  officials.  Certainly, 
my  tenure  of  Office  as  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral was  not  very  long ;  but,  before  my 
time,  Mr.  Eawcett  was  Postmaster 
General  for  some  years,  and  during  his 
tenure  of  Office  more  important  changes 
took  place  in  the  Post  Office  Department 
than  probably  took  place  in  any  other 
Department.  During  the  whole  of  that 
time  Mr.  Blackwood  was  Secretary  to 
the  Post  Office,  and  I  will  undertake  to 
say  that  Mr.  Blackwood  can  in  no  sense 
be  called  an  obstructor  of  any  of  the  re- 
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forms  which  have  taken  place.  Mr. 
Blackwood,  on  all  occasions,  properlj 
pointed  out  the  cost  which  would  be  en- 
tailed by  carrying  out  the  improvements 
which  were  suggested.  The  real  ob- 
structors of  reforms  and  improvements 
are  not  the  permanent  officials  of  the 
Post  Office,  but  the  Treasury.  Every 
reform  involves  a  certain  amount  of 
cost,  and  upon  this  point  the  Treasury 
have  to  be  consulted.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Preston  (Mr.  Hanbury)  has,  I  think, 
hit  the  real  blot  in  the  matter  when  he 
pointed  out  that  the  Treasury  have  been 
receiving  for  some  years  past  a  very 
large  income  from  the  Post  Office. 
There  can  be  no  question  about  the  fact 
that  the  profit  derived  from  the  Post 
Office  has  been  appropriated  by  the 
Treasury  in  the  interests,  generally,  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  that  the  income  has 
been  gradually  increasing.  I  find,  look- 
ing back  for  some  years,  that  in  the 
years  1870-73,  the  income  from  the 
Post  Office  was  £1,470.000;  1874-7, 
£2,175,000;  1878-81,  £2,654,000;  and  in 
1882-6,  £2,857,000;  showing  a  steady 
tendency  in  the  net  income  to  increase. 
I  am  not  disposed  to  complain  of  the 
Treasury  receiving  a  certain  income  from 
the  Post  Office;  but  a  grave  question 
arises  as  to  whether  the  Treasury 
and  the  Government  should  insist  on 
appropriating  the  continually  increasing 
surplus  of  the  Post  Office.  I  think  some 
rule  should  be  laid  down  that  when  a 
definite  fixed  sum  has  been  derived  from 
the  Post  Office  everything  beyond  that 
surplus  revenue,  in  the  future,  should 
be  spent  in  carrying  out  improvements 
and  reforms.  I  am  bound  to  say  in  the 
last  two  or  three  years  there  has  been  a 
decrease  in  the  revenue.  The  highest 
point  was  reached  in  1883,  when  there 
was  a  surplus  of  £3,022,000  ;  in  1884  it 
was  £2,610,000;  in  1885,  £2,647,000; 
in  1886,  £2,987,000;  and  in  1887,  end- 
ing the  31st  of  March  last,  £2,720.000. 
This  fall,  however,  was  partly  due  to 
the  expenditure  of  £300,000  on  the  pur- 
chase of  the  new  Post  Office  site,  which 
was  an  abnormal  expenditure  which  will 
not  occur  again.  As  far  as  I  can  make 
out,  from  the  account  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  in  his  Budget  State- 
ment, we  may  expect  a  surplus  revenue 
of  something  like  £3,000,000  in  the 
coming  year;  and  what  I  venture  to 
suggest  is  that  there  should  be  a  kind 
of  understanding,  on  the  part  of  the  Qo- 

Mr.  Shaw  Zefevre 


vemment,  and  of  the  House,  as  to  what 
is    to  be  in  future   the    average    net 
revenue  to  be  derived  from  the  Post 
Office,  and  that  beyond  that  limit  the 
surplus  revenue  should  be  devoted  to- 
wards carrying  out  improvements  and 
reforms  in  connection  with   the    Post 
Office  itself.    If  any  such  rule  as  that 
were  laid  down,  I  think  that  without 
question  it  would  be  possible  for  the 
Post  Office  to  effect  a  number  of  those 
smaller  reforms  which  have  been  pressed 
upon  the  Department  from  time  to  time 
without  the  continued  intervention  of 
the  Treasury.    For  my  own  part,  I  do 
not  think  that  it  is  fair  for  the  Treasury 
to  insist  upon  appropriating  the  whole 
of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  Post  Office. 
No  doubt  the  Treasury  ought  to  have 
part,  but  there  should  be  an  understand- 
ing as  to  the  point  beyond  which  the 
appropriation  by  the  Treasury  should 
not  go,   and  that  the  surplus  revenue 
beyond  that  should  be  devoted  to  re- 
forms.   I  must  again  repeat  that  there 
has  been  no  obstruction  whatever  of  the 
nature  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Canterbury,  on  the  part  of  the  per- 
manent officials  of  the  Post  Office,  and 
still  less  from  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Black- 
wood.    I  was  rather  surprised  that  the 
Postmaster  General  did  not  reply  to  that 
part  of  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Canterbury  when  he  addressed  the 
Committee  on  the  subject.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  go  into  the  question  of  the  con- 
flict which  unfortunately  arose  between 
the  Postmaster  General  and  the  perma- 
nent staff.    We  have  here  only  one  aide 
of  the  question,  and  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  that  he  has  re-asserted 
his  authority,   I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  there  may  be  another  side  to  that 
question.   Certainly  it  was  not  a  regular 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  dorks  of 
the  Department  to  draw  up  an  address 
of  sympathy  with  the  permanent  head  of 
the  Department.    No  doubt  the  matter 
did  give  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  discussion 
among  the  Members  of  the  Government; 
and,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  there  was 
a  compromise    entered    into    \^y     hoth 
parties    by    which    the    question     was 
settled  without  coming  more  prominentlT 
before  the  public.   I  think  I  am  riffht  in 
saying  that  concessions  were    made  on 
both  sides  which  prevented  the  oontro- 
versy  from   being  brought  before    the 
pubUc.    I  am  quite  content,  for  my  own 
party  to  leave  the  matter  there    and  I 
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onlj  wish  to  say  that  there  is  no  founda- 
tion whatever  for  the  reflection  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Canterbury  has 
passed  upon  the  permanent  officials  of 
haying  obstructed  every  proposal  for  the 
improvement  of  the  postal  service.  Of 
coarse,  when  a  proposal  is  made  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  permanent  officials  to  point 
oat  what  the  cost  of  carrying  it  out  will 
be,  and  I  think  it  will  be  found  that 
those  who  obstructed  and  prevented  the 
reforms  which  have  been  suggested  in 
connection  with  the  Post  Office  are  not 
the  permanent  officials  of  the  Post  Office, 
bat  the  Treasury. 

Db.  OAMEEON  (Glasgow,  College) : 
I  regret  that  the  Postmaster  General 
has  not  endeavoured  to  re-arrange  the 
Parcel  Post  instead  of  re-introducing  the 
Sample  Post.    I  am  afraid  that  we  are 
getting  too  many  varieties  of  postage ; 
and  if  we  go  on  in  this  direction  we 
shall  have  a  system  so  complicated  that 
it  will  be  impossible  for  the  public  to 
understand  it.    There  is  already    one 
rate  for  letters,    another    for  parcels, 
another  for  books,  a  fourth  for  news- 
papers,  and  now  we  are  to    have    a 
fihh  for  patterns.     If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  carried  down  the  mini- 
mum   of    the    Parcel    Post    a    little 
farther,  he  would  have  met  every  object 
which  he  has  in  view,  and  would  have 
done  something  to  simplify  a  very  com- 
plicated tariff,  which,  I  confess,  I  think 
might   be    still    further   simplified  by 
doing  away  with  the   Book  Post  alto- 
{?ether,  and  relegating  books  also  to  the 
Parcel  Post.     W  ith  regard  to  what  has 
been  stated  in  connection  with  the  tele- 
graphic transmissions  of  Money  Orders, 
I  think  the  reply  of  the    right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  anything  but  satisfactory. 
Titat  sjstem  is  in  operation,  not  only 
in  Australia,  but   in   most    European 
oountriee,  and  no  difficulty  has  been  ex- 
perienced in  regard  to  it.     It  is,  in  fact, 
a  great  public  convenience,  and  there  is 
no  reason  why  such  a  proposal  should 
interfere    with  the    banking   business. 
Of  coarse,  if  the  Post  Office  undertook 
to  transmit  large  sums  of  money  they 
would  interfere  with  banking  business. 
Bat  what  is  proposed  would  not  inter- 
fere with  banking  business,  but  would 
fimplj  supplement  banking  business  in 
the  same  way  as  postal  and  post  office 
orders  sapplement  it.  If  it  were  limited 
to  the  small  amounts  of  money  which 
pable  of  being  transmitted  by 


postal  or  money  orders,  it  is  quite  evi- 
dent that  it  would  require  no  increase  in 
the  balances  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
postmasters.  The  sole  result  would  be 
that  a  person  remitting  a  sum  of  money 
by  telegraph  would  pay  a  little  extra  to 
the  Post  Office.  The  Department  would 
be  so  much  the  richer,  and  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  public  would  be  served  to  a 
greater  extent  than  it  now  is.  I  think 
there  is  great  force  in  what  has  been 
suggested  in  the  course  of  the  discussion 
as  to  the  gradual  introduction  of  some 
such  system  into  the  Post  Office — for 
instance,  if  it  were  adopted  simply  in 
London,  by  enabling  an  individual  to 
send  £5  or  £10  by  a  telegram  from 
the  Provinces,  it  is  quite  evident  that 
no  danger  would  be  incurred.  Any 
amount  of  money  could  be  sent  by  tele- 
graph to  London,  to  the  great  conveni- 
ence of  the  general  public,  without  the 
slightest  danger  of  injuring  the  service. 
As  to  the  Parcel  Post,  I  see  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  be  worked  with  suc- 
cess here  as  it  is  already  in  other 
countries  in  Europe.  On  the  Con- 
tinent, a  system  exists  of  collecting 
the  price  of  the  parcels  sent  out  by 
Parcel  Post  by  tradesmen.  If  the 
person  to  whom  the  parcel  is  addressed 
does  not  pay,  the  parcel  itself  is  not 
delivered.  I  think  the  adoption  of  a 
similar  system  would  not  only  be  a  source 
of  revenue  to  the  Post  Office,  but  that  it 
would  give  a  strong  stimulus  to  the 
retail  trade.  I  trust  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Postmaster  General  will 
take  the  opportunity  at  least  of  in- 
quiring into  what  is  being  done  by 
other  countries.     If  he  finds    that    a 

Pecuniary  gain  is  likely  to  accrue  to  the 
^ost  Office,  I  trust  he  will  not  hesitate 
to  introduce  the  same  system  into  this 
country. 

The  OHANCELLOE  opthe  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Qosohen)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  in  order  to  protest  against  the 
doctrine  laid  down  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  opposite  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre), 
that  it  would  be  a  good  arrangement  to 
come  to  an  understanding  that  any  sur- 
plus of  the  Post  Office  beyond  a  certain 
amount  should  be  utilized  in  Post  Office 
improvements.  I  am  bound  to  protest 
against  that  in  the  interests  of  the 
Kevenue,  and  also  in  the  interests  of 
economy,  because  I  cannot  imagine  any 
arrangement  more  calculated  to  lead  to 
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extravagance  than  to  hand  over  any 
BurpltLS  to  be  spent  in  Post  Office  im- 
provements. With  the  permission  of  the 
Committee,  I  should  like  to  make  one 
remark  as  to  the  surplus  of  £3,000,000 
derived  from  the  Post  Office.  That  sur- 
plus is  almost  exclusively — I  might  say 
is  exclusively — derived  from  the  penny 
postage  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
It  is  from  the  letter  writers  generally  in 
the  United  Kingdom  that  the  surplus 
oomes.  As  I  understand,  there  is  no  other 
Department  that  leaves  a  profit.  The 
Parcel  Post  may  just  pay  its  way ;  but 
the  telegraphs,  we  know,  result  in  a 
considerable  loss,  while  long  distance 
postage  is  carried  on  without  profit,  and 
in  many  cases  with  a  loss.  The  argu- 
ment used  by  those  who  are  in  favour  of 
cheaper  postage  with  the  Colonies  and 
other  parts  of  the  world  is  that  the  re- 
venue of  the  Post  Office,  as  a  whole — 
that  is  to  say,  the  profit  derived  from 
the  penny  postage — should  be  applied 
to  the  advantage  of  letter  writers  com- 
municating with  other  parts  of  the  world 
as  well  as  to  letter  writers  communi- 
cating with  different  parts  of  the  United 
Eangdom,  instead  of,  as  now,  being  re- 
turned in  the  shape  of  remitted  taxation 
to  those  who  employ  the  penny  post. 
At  present,  the  gain  arises  from  the 
ffreat  bulk  of  the  letters  written;  not 
from  business,  banking,  or  manufac- 
turers' letters  only,  but  from  the  mass 
of  the  population  who  write  the  penny 
letter.  I  cannot  see  why  the  senders  of 
letters  to  other  parts  of  the  world  are 
more  entitled  to  have  a  portion  of  the 
profit  derived  from  the  penny  postage 
than  the  people  who  pay  the  penny. 
This  is  a  question  of  equity  between  the 
two.  The  question  whether  by  cheaper 
postage  to  other  parts  of  the  world — to 
the  Colonies,  for  instance — we  could 
ultimately  increase  the  revenue,  and 
secure  an  equally  good  service,  is  a  mat- 
ter which  ought  to  be  and  must  be  looked 
at  with  the  greatest  anxiety.  The  mat- 
ter can  be  considered  in  two  ways.  There 
is  the  system  which  I  have  mentioned 
of  applying  the  surplus  revenue  derived 
from  one  portion  of  the  business  to 
another  portion ;  and  the  other  plan  is 
to  consider  whether  the  rates  in  that 
other  portion  of  the  business  can  be 
lowered  so  as  to  obtain  a  revenue  equal 
to  that  of  the  penny  post.  Every  pro- 
posal in  that  direction  that  comes  from 
the  Post  Office  would  be  considered  by 
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the  Treasury  with  the  greatest  desire  to 
promote  every  possible  reform.    I  am 
far  from  deprecating  the  attention  which 
is  now  being  directed  to  the  question 
of  cheap  postage.    If  there  are  large 
reforms   possible,  let  them    be  made, 
but  do  not  risk  the  £3,000,000  earned 
by  the  Penny  Post  in  carrying  them  out. 
I  cannot  think  that  it  would  be  wise  to 
fix  a  maximum  profit,  and  say  that  when 
we  have  secured  it,  we  may  then  enter 
upon  speculative  improvements  in  other 
directions.    These  improvements  ought 
to  be  considered  quite  apart  from  the 
questions  whether  there  is  a  surplus  or 
not.    I  entreat  the  Committee  to  re- 
member the  case  of  the  telegraphs.    I 
do  not  know  whether  the  House  thinks 
that  the  enormous  price  paid  for  the  ac- 
quisition of  the  telegraphs  was  a  satis- 
factory arrangement  or  not.    In  conse- 
quence of  the  great  pressure  put  upon 
the  Department  by  the  public  and  by 
hon.  Members  in  this  House,  the  cost  of 
telegrams  has  now  been  reduced  from 
1«.  to  6d,    It  is  extremely  convenient  to 
be  able  to  send  telegrams  for  6d,  instead 
of  Is.;   but,  it  should  be  remembered 
that  the  general  taxpayer  has  now  to 
contribute  to  the  cost  of  every  telegram 
thus  sent  out.    A  larse  amount  of  in- 
terest was  taken  in  the  acquisition  of 
the   telegraphs;    but,   at    the    present 
moment,    the    telegraphs    involve    the 
country  in  a  loss  of  £500,000  a-year. 
There  was  exactly  the  same   anxiety 
with  regard  to  the  acquisition  of  the 
telegraphs  as  there  is  now  with  regard 
to  ocean  postage  and  other  matters,  and 
when  I  served  on  the  Committee  which 
sat  in  reference  to  the  telegraphs,   I 
divided   the    Committee  two  or  three 
times,  for   the    purpose  of  proteeting 
against  the  enormous  price  paid  for  the 
telegraphs,   and  of   showing   the    loss 
which  would  be  incurred.    Enormous 
pressure,  however,  was  put  on  by  eYery 
commercial  centre  and  by  the  Press,  and 
in  the  end  an  enormous  price  was  paid. 
Some  of  us  thought  that  £3,000,000  or 
£4,000,000  were  too  much  to  pay  for  the 
acquisition  of  the  telegraphs;  but  they 
were  acquired  under  the  plea  th.at  the 
country  required  cheap  telegraphy.     I 
can  only  trust  that  while  the  Souse  of 
Commons  looks  with  a  jealous  eye  upon 
every  part  of  the  Service,  in  order  to  in- 
sure efficiency  and  speed,  combined,  with 
economy,  and  while  it  watches  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  Post  Offioe,  it  'will  not 
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fitiinulate  expenditure  in  every  direction 
and  in  every  branch  which  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Post  Office.    1  can  assure 
the  Committee — and  I  have  had  some 
experience    of    official    life  —  that    the 
puDlie  officers  are  only  too  glad  to  make 
experiments  and    to    attempt    reforms 
which  are  called  for  by  increasing  busi- 
ness.    Hon.  Members  speak  of  a  yery 
considerable    profit    derived   &om   the 
Post    Office;    but    that    profit    is    a 
diminishing  profit  when  looked  at  with 
reference  to  the  bulk  of  the  business 
which  is  done.    At  the  same  time,  it  is 
important  to  remember  that  the  working 
expenses  of  the  Post  Office  are  gradually 
increasing.     They  have  increased  from 
57  per  cent  to  65  per  cent  of  the  receipts 
daring  the  last  five  or  six  years,  and 
that  shows  that  the  Post  Office  business 
most  be  watched  from  the  point  of  view 
of  economy  as  well  as  of  efficiency.    I 
hope  it  will  not  be  understood  that  there 
is  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
Treasury  to  discourage  improvements  in 
postal  and  telegraphic  communication, 
as   to  which   the    initiative    must,   of 
ooorsO,  rest  with  the  Post  Office.     It  is 
the  wish  of  the  Government  to  give 
every  facility  for  improvement,  looking 
to  proper  economy,  and  looking  also  to 
the  fact  that  the  different  Services  must 
not  be  regarded  simply  as  part  of  a  whole, 
but  how  far  each  is  remunerative  in  itself. 
Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVEE :  I  did  not 
express  a  wish  that  there  should  be  no 
surplus  Post  Office  revenue  to  dispose  of, 
but  I  pointed  out  that  the  surplus  paid 
into  the  Exchequer  has  been  increasing 
year  by  year.  Whereas,  10  years  ago,  it 
was  less  than  £2,000,000,  it  has  now 
reached    an    average    of    more    than 
£3,000,000   from  the  postal  and  tele- 
gmphic  Services  together.   On  the  Tele- 
graphic Service  all  profit  has  disappeared 
dunng  the  last  three  or  four  years,  and 
I  do  not  think  that  for  some  years  to  come 
there  will  be  any  revenue  derived  from  the 
Telegraph  Service.  Yet,  from  the  Postal 
Service  taken  alone,  there  is  derived  a  re- 
venue which  is  continuously  and  largely 
increaaing*.     What  I  contend  is  that  the 
Treasury  should  not  expect  to  continue 
to  deriTe    a    large    revenue  from    the 
postal  and    telegraph  Services  together, 
Wichoot  fixing  any  rind  rule,  I  think 
it  might  be  understood,  on  the  part  of 
the   Treasury,    that    when    a   certain 
imoimt  of   revenue  has  been    derived 
from  the  two  Services  together,    then 


they  will  consider  all  questions  affecting 
the  surplus  revenue  in  a  liberal  spirit, 
and  will  not  expect  to  derive  continuously 
an  increasing  revenue.  I  should  be 
content  to  take  the  revenue  at  about 
£2,500,000,  in  the  understanding  that 
questions  of  improvement  in  the  Post 
Office  should  be  liberally  considered  by 
the  Treasury,  and  that  as  much  as  pos- 
sible should  be  done  in  improving  the 
Services.  The  question  of  the  use  to  be 
made  of  any  surplus  is  a  different  mat- 
ter. I  am  not  sure  that  the  money 
could  not  be  better  disposed  of  than  in 
the  direction  suggested  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Canterbury  (Mr.  Henniker 
Heaton).  The  senders  of  the  letters  in 
this  country  give  the  money  fronT which 
the  profit  is  derived,  and  their  interest 
ought  to  be  considered  in  the  first 
instance.  There  are  many  ways  in 
which  improvement  could  be  effected  in 
the  Post  Office  if  only  the  money  were 
forthcoming.  If  a  surplus  were  to  be 
derived  from  the  two  Services,  the  Post- 
master General  would  find  many  ways 
of  spending  it  in  the  improvement  of 
the  Service  so  as  to  promote  the  public 
convenience 

Me.  ARTHUE  O'CONNOR  (Donegal, 
E.) :  I  must  say  that  the  statement  we 
have  heard  from  a  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  occupied  the  important  position 
which  has  been  occupied  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Central 
Bradford  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  is  a  most 
astonishing  one — namely,  that  he  is 
prepared  to  throw  away  every  con- 
sideration of  economy  and  every  pre- 
cedent which  has  been  previously  set  in 
the  financial  anrangements  of  the  coun- 
try. I  thought  as  I  heard  the  words 
which  fell  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, what  on  earth  would  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
(Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  have  said  if  he 
could  have  heard  the  proposal  of  the 
late  Postmaster  General?  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  suggested,  in  all 
seriousness,  that  a  certain  definite  sum 
should  be  the  maximum  revenue  to  be 
derived  by  the  Treasury  from  the  Post 
Office,  and  that  the  Postmaster  General 
should  then  be  able  to  play  with  the  re- 
mainder. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE:  I  said 
nothing  about  playing  with  it. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  It  would 
practically  amoimt  to  that.  If  any  such 
system  were  resorted  to,   one  of   the 
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immediate  results  would  be  that  the 
Post  Office  officials  would  feather  their 
nests  very  rapidly ;  the  whole  of  the 
staff  would  put  forward  incontrovertible 
reasons  for  an  increase  of  pay,  and  a 
large  portion  of  what  might  be  derived 
from  the  suggested  arrangement  would 
never  find  its  way  into  the  Treasury  or 
anywhere  else  to  the  benefit  of  the 
public  service.  I  am  not  at  all  surprised 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Ohan- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  having  already 
experienced  some  difficulty  in  providing 
the  sum  fixed  for  the  redemption 
of  the  National  Debt,  should  have  risen 
at  once  to  protest  against  the  proposal 
to  fix  a  limit  upon  the  amount  of  the 
Post  Office  surplus  which  in  future 
should  be  handed  over  to  the  Treasury. 
Nothing  could  be  more  objectionable 
than  to  introduce  such  a  system  into  a 
spending  or  revenue  Department.  There 
was  another  remark  which  fell  from  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Central  Bradford 
which  I  was  sorry  to  hear.  He  alluded 
to  the  position  which  the  present  Post- 
master General  has  found  himself 
obliged  to  take  on  the  question  of  pro- 
motion. The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
made  use  of  language  which  certainly 
requires  explanation.  If  he  is  not  pre- 
pared to  go  further,  he  ought  not  to 
nave  said  what  he  did.  He  endeavoured 
^  to  make  the  Committee  believe  that 
there  had  been  a  considerable  amount 
of  difference  of  opinion  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  as  to  the  treatment 
which  a  particular  case  had  received  at 
the  hands  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
and  he  indicated  that  the  Cabinet  had 
not  supported  the  Postmaster  General 
in  the  original  position  he  took  in  refer- 
ence to  the  matter — hinting  that  there 
had  been  some  kind  of  g^ve  and  take 
arrangement — some  compromise  which 
enabled  an  unpleasant  matter  to  be  kept 
from  the  public  eye,  and  which  resulted 
in  some  kind  of  arrangement  by  which 
the  amour  propre  of  all  persons  con- 
cerned was  saved.  I  was  very  sorry  to 
hear  that  statement.  A  Minister  hold- 
ing the  responsible  position  of  Post- 
master General  ought  to  be  master  in 
his  own  Department.  It  appears  to  me 
to  be  perfectly  ridiculous  to  put  a  Mi- 
nister into  a  responsible  position  like 
that  of  Postmaster  General  and  at  the 
same  time  to  tie  his  hands  in  regard  to 
the  amount  of  authority  he  is  to  possess. 
Passing  on  to  the  Vote  itself,  I  think  it 
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is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  we 
have  now  the  Post  Office  Vote  brought 
on  for  discussion  at  a  time  when  some- 
thing like  serious  criticism  can  be  at- 
tempted.   I  am  glad  that  that  is  so;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  I  feel  that  a  Vote  of 
this  magnitude  can  hardly  be  seriously 
considered  when  taken  as  a  whole.    It 
ought  to  be  presented  in  parts,  and  there 
are  many  precedents  for  dividing  a  Vote. 
Matters,  however,  have  gone  so  far  now 
that  I  presume  it  would  be  impossible 
to  discuss  the  present  Vote  in  different 
parts.     It  appears  to  me  that  the  Post- 
master General  occupies  a  position  mid- 
way between  the  Department  and  the 
Treasury  itself.     He  is  responsible  for 
the  duty  of  catering  for  the  wants  of  the 
public  to  the  best  of  his  power ;  but  he 
is  also  responsible  for  running  the  Post 
Office  machine  on  the  most  economical 
terms,   and   for  securing  the    greatest 
benefit  to  the   Treasury.    It  does  not 
seem  to  me   that  adequate  means   are 
taken  to  secure  that  the  balance  avail- 
able for  the  Exchequer  has  been    as 
large  as  it  ought  to  have  been.    I  do 
not  propose  to  enter  into  the  new  ar- 
rangements for  extending   the  Parcel 
Post  or  the  pattern  post ;  but  I  am  cer- 
tainly of  opinion  that  the  authoritiee  at 
the  Treasury  have  not  endeavoured  to 
improve  the  machinery  of  the  Poet  Office 
as  it  might  have  been  improved.    Any- 
one who  will  look  carefully  through  the 
Estimates  will  see  how  the  Post  Ofi&oe 
is  in  general  worked.    The  Heads  of  the 
Department  come  under  sub-head  A ; 
the  surveyors  under  sub-head  B ;    the 
Provisional  Establishment  under    sub- 
head C,  and  then  there  is  the  Miscel- 
laneous Establishment  after  that.     Of 
course,  I  am  unable  to  speak  from  any 
personal  knowledge,  but  looking  at  the 
matter  from  an  outside  point  of  view, 
it  does  occur  to  me  that  the  Surveyors 
Department  is  unnecessarily  large,  and 
that  much    is    done   by  the  surveyors 
which  ought  not  to  be  done  by  tliein.  at 
all.    A  great  deal  more  ought  to    be 
given  to  the  head  postmasters  tliroagh> 
out  the  Kingdom.    As  a  matter  of  fact, 
some  of  the  surveyors   do   allo'w    the 
head  postmasters  to  do  a  great  deal  of 
work  which  in  other  districts  is  done  by 
the  surveyors  and  their  clerks,  and  the 
consequence  is  that  the  line  of  demaxea* 
tion  between  the  province  of   sirrveyor 
and  the  province  of  head  postmaster  i^ 
a  varying  and  uncertain  one,  -with  th< 
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natural    result    that    a    considerable 
amount  of  friction  and   rivalry    takes 
place.     Then,   again,  the  work  of  the 
head  postmasters  is  mosi;  unequally  pro- 
yided    for.     One    head    postmaster  is 
employed  for  nine  hours  a-day,  while 
another    head   postmaster    cannot    get 
his  work  done  under  17   or    19  hours 
a-day,   whereas  the    pay    is    precisely 
the  same.    There  are,  I  believe,  great 
inequalities    and    anomalies,    both    in 
the  amount    of    work    done,    and    in 
the  amount   of   pay   received    by  the 
head  postmasters.    Another  anomaly  is 
the  charge   imposed    upon    the    post- 
master in  reference  to  the  requirements 
of  his  office.     Why  should  a  head  post- 
master be  called  upon  to  pay  out  of  his 
own  pocket  for  the  fittings  of  the  post 
office  ?    That  is  clearly  an  anomaly  and 
an  injustice.     In  regard  to  postmaster- 
alups  themselves — speaking  as  an  indi- 
fidual  Member  of  the  House — I  would 
niggest  to  the  Government  whether  the 
whole  system  of  political  patronage  in 
regard  to  them  might  not  be  got  rid  of. 
It  is  a  very   great   nuisance  to  every 
Ifember  of  the  House  to  be  pestered, 
whenever  a  postmastership  is  vacant  in 
the  constituency    he  represents,    with 
letters  asking  him  to  use  his  influence 
in  obtaining  the  appointment.  The  Irish 
Members  are  not  now  much  troubled  in 
this  respect,  as  they  have  systematically 
Tefoaed  to  have  anything  to  do  with  any 
of  these  appointments  whatever,  and  they 
decline  to  approach  the  Government  for 
any  favour  of  the  kind.  Thatis  very  lucky 
for  us  who  represent  Irish  constituencies, 
sod  it  has  saved  us  a  good  deal  of  trouble. 
I  know,    however,    that    English   and 
Scotch   Members  who  have  not  taken 
the  same  course  are  beset  with  an  enor- 
mous number  of  applications,  which  are 
not  only  embarrassing,  but  give  rise  to 
a  great  deal  of  discontent.     I  think  it 
would   be    a  groat    advantage   to    the 
postmasters   themselves  if   the  system 
were  made  more  just  and  less  uncertain 
in  its  operation  than  it  is  at  present. 
As  to   promotion   in   the  Post  Office, 
there  is,  as   a  matter  of  fact,  none  at 
an,   but    absolute  stagnation,  and  the 
remit  is  tliat  a  stronger  feeling  of  in- 
justice and  unfairness  is  produced  in  the 
minds  of  the  Post  Office  employia  than 
in  anj  other  branch  of  the  Public  Ser- 
vice.     Then,   again,   in  regard  to  the 
men  emplojed  under  the  postmasters, 
&e  position    of  the  unfortunate  rural 


letter  carriers  is  an  extremely  hard  one. 
I  believe  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
fully  sympathizes  with  them,  and  I  hope 
that  something  may  be  done  to  improve 
their  position.  With  regard  to  the 
award  of  good  conduct  badges,  I  under- 
stood the  Postmaster  General  to  say 
that  he  intends  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  possibility  of  introducing  some 
better  system  in  reference  to  the  dis- 
tribution and  award  of  these  good  con- 
duct badfres  than  that  which  now  pre- 
vails. When  a  vacancy  arises  under 
the  existing  rule,  it  is  not  the  most  de- 
serving man  who  gets  the  badge,  but 
the  man  who  has  the  good  luck  to  serve 
under  an  energetic  postmaster  who  will 
fight  for  the  honour.  As  I  have  already 
said,  it  is  impossible,  under  the  way  in 
which  this  Vote  is  presented,  to  desJ 
with  all  the  items  contained  in  it  at 
once  in  a  satisfactory  manner ;  but  in 
order  to  show  that  there  are  plenty  of 
means  of  reducing  the  present  postal 
Vote  without  any  undue  interference 
with  the  efficiency  of  the  Service,  I  will 
cite  one  item.  On  page  87  there  is  an 
item  of  £8,500  for  extra  duty  pay,  and 
to  provide  for  the  commutation  of  pen- 
sions. Now,  the  business  in  the  Post 
Office  Savings  Banks  is  a  growing  busi- 
ness, and  some  years  ago  great  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  obtaining  accommo- 
dation for  the  staff.  The  consequence 
was  that  an  enormous  building  was 
erected  in  Queen  Victoria  Street;  but 
that  building  was  soon  found  insuffi- 
cient, and  it  is  so  very  insufficient  now, 
that  out  of  some  480  clerks  employed  383 
are  absolutely  obliged  to  be  accommo- 
dated, if  I  can  use  such  a  word,  in  ware- 
houses hired  for  the  purpose  on  the  other 
side  of  the  street.  I  believe  that  the  ac- 
commodation at  the  present  moment,  even 
in  these  extra  warehouses,  is  insufficient ' 
for  any  increase  of  the  staff,  and  the 
present  staff  is  altogether  inadequate  to 
do  the  work  with  advantage.  The  con- 
sequence is  that  the  existing  staff  have 
to  fall  back  upon  a  system  of  extra 
attendance,  accompanied  with  extra 
duty  pay,  which  is  a  bad  system,  and 
one  which  has  been  altogether  con- 
demned by  the  highest  authorities — 
among  others,  by  Mr.  Blackwood,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Post  Office,  as  long  ago 
as  the  year  1875.  I  am  afraid  that  the 
Postmaster  General  is  unacquainted  with 
the  opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  Blackwood 
on  that  occasion  in  regard  to  the  system 
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of  extra  duty  pay.     Mr.  Blackwood, 
who  was  a  Member  of  a  Oommittee 
which    took     the    subject    into    con- 
sideration,   reported    that    the    Com- 
mittee had  not   dwelt   on  the  impor- 
tant  subject   of   the    extra    duty  pay 
system  as  far  as  might  otherwise  have 
been  desirable,    because  it  had  been 
foimd  that    extra    duty  in  a  number 
of  cases  was  no  longer  necessary.    At 
the  same  time  the  Committee  recorded 
their  conviction,  in  which  they  asserted 
that  the  Treasury  agreed,  that  the  per- 
formance of  extra  duty  for  any  lengtn  of 
time  was  highly  inexpedient.    1  think 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  will  pro- 
bably feel  an  interest  in  the  view  then 
expressed  by  the  Committee,  who  went 
on  to  say  in  their  Heport  that  the  argu- 
ments against  the  system  were  obvious ; 
but  as  they  were  so  well  known,  it  was 
unnecessary  to  repeat  them.     The  per- 
formance of  extra  duty  arose  from  the 
insufficiency  of  the  force  in  the  Savings 
Bank  Department ;  but  the  extra  duty 
itself  pressed  very  heavily  upon    the 
officers,  and  the  Committee  expressed 
their  opinion  that  it  prejudicially  affected 
the  satisfactory  performance  of  the  work. 
It  was  found,  however,  that  extra  duty 
continued  to  be  necessary  at    certain 
periods  of  the  year ;  but  the  Committee 
pointed  out  that  it  was  desirable  to  regu- 
late the  principles  upon  which  it  should 
be  undertaken,  so  that  in  future  it  might 
not  interfere  with  the  efficiency  of  the 
Department.     The  Beport  went  at  con- 
siderable length  into  details  with  which 
I  will  not  trouble  the  Committee ;  but 
speaking  of  the  accommodation  which 
the  unfortunate  members  of  the  staff 
have  to  put  up  with,   the  Committee 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  work 
had  to  be  performed  in  a  vitiated  atmo- 
sphere much  overcrowded^  and  in  rooms 
badly  ventilated,  in  addition  to  which  it 
was  performed  at  night,  when  a  large 
number  of  gas  burners  were  lighted. 
Such  a  system,  I  maintain,  is  altogether 
censurable,  and  the  Committee  in  their 
Beport  state  distinctly  that  the  accom- 
modation of  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank 
ought  to  be  such  as  to  guard  asainst  the 
performance  of  work  under  su(£  extreme 
pressure,  owing  to  the  insufficiency  of 
the  establishment.  No  stronger  opinions 
were  ever  placed  on  Becord  by  a  Depart- 
mental Committee,  and  I  fail  to  see  why 
the  Postmaster  General  did  not  consider 
it  his  duty  to  attach  a  little  more  weight 
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to  the  Beport  of  that  Committee.    We 
have  now  in  the  Department  something 
like  250  men  belonging  to  what  is  called 
the  '^  Lower  Division,"  who  are  employed 
for  only  six  hours  a-day ;  whereas  the 
clerks  in  the  Lower  Division  of  other 
departments  of  the  Civil  Service  work 
for  seven  hours  a-day.     After  the  six 
hours'  labour  is  over  you  are  obliged  to 
continue  these  men  beyond  their  stipu- 
lated period  and  to  give  them  extra  duty 
pay  for  the  extra  time  they  are  employed; 
but  what  could  be  more  easy  than  to 
carry  out  the  plan  which  the  Treasuiy 
adopt  in  reference  to  all  other  Depart- 
ments, and  to  make  the  hours  of  the  men 
seven  per  day  instead  of  six.     That 
would,  I  believe,  render  extra  duty  un- 
necessary, and  ihere  would  be  no  actual 
injustice  done  to  the  men ;  because  with 
six  hours'  labour  a  man  commences  at  a 
salary  of  £80  a-year,  going  up  to  a  maxi- 
mum of  £200;  whereas,  if  he  is  em- 
ployed for  seven  hours,  he  commences  at 
£95  and  goes  up  to  a  maximum  of  £250. 
The  Post  Office  would,  therefore,  be  able 
to  save  this  item  of  £8,500  for  extra  pay 
which  I  have  referred  to  and  would  get 
rid  of  the  anomaly  which  now  exists  in 
the  Service.  Until  the  year  1884  I  think 
it  was  understood  by  the  clerks  generally 
that  the  Treasury  would  refuse  to  allow 
any  claim  to  choice  on  the  part  of  those 
who  were  passed  into  the  Lower  Division 
after  that  date.    I  believe  it  was  a  ques- 
tion of  the  interpretation  of  the  Order  in 
Council  which  was  issued  in  1876.    Be- 
fore the  year  I  have  mentioned — ^namely* 
1884,  the  Civil  Service  Commisdoaers 
were  accustomed  to  send  a  successful 
candidate  without  any  choice  on  his  own 
part  into  the  different  Departments^  and 
the  consequence  was  that  a  man  who 
passed  very  high  found  himself  rele- 
gated to  six  hours'  labour  a  day  with,  a 
less  amount  of  pay ;  whereas  a  maoh  in- 
ferior man  might  be  relegated  to  seven 
hours'  office  work  with  much  better  pay. 
Now,  Sir,  I  think  the  Postmaster  Ghene- 
ral  and  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  will  see  in  what  I  have  pointed 
out  the  means  of  effecting  some  economy. 
1  instance  this  merely  as  a  sanaple  of 
what  may  be  done  by  careful  adminis- 
tration at  headquarters.    I  am  afiraid 
the  Treasury,  as  at  present  eonstitated 
— I  make  no  personal  reflection  upon 
the  hon.  Qentleman  (Mr.  Jackson) — X 
am  afraid  the  Treasury  Office   is   not 
competent  to  look  after  the  Civil  Serrioa 
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of  the  oonntry.    Every  official  of  the 
Treasury  seems  to  have  his  own  par- 
ticular work  to  do,  and  no  one  seems  to 
haye,  as  part  of  his  work  to  look  after, 
what  I  may  call  the  engineering  part  of 
the  Oivil  Service,    Until  you  have  some 
one  in  the  position,  say  of  Chief  Engineer, 
joa  will  never  have  the  reforms  neoes- 
lary  carried  out.      I  mention  this  to 
show  that  Members  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment will  be  able  to  judge  whether 
some  reforms  may  not  easily  be  carried 
out,  if  they  will  only  have  regard  to 
matters  of  detail.     I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther the  present  Postmaster  General  has 
ever  had  this   matter  brought  before 
him;  perhaps  he  has  not.     If  he  has 
noty  I  shall  be  content  if  he  will  promise 
to  have  the  matter  investigated,  and  to 
thoroughly  look  into  it  for  himself,  and 
not  trust  to  the  report  of  any  subordi- 
nate, who,  possibly,  in  the  past,  may 
iiave  committed  himself  to  an  hostile 
attitude,  by  refusing  assent  to  repre- 
sentations which  may  have  been  made. 
Db,  CAMERON  (Glasgow,  College) : 
I  think  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor)  must  have  entirely  misunder- 
stood the  remarks  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Central  Brad- 
ford (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre).    What  1  un- 
derstood my  right  hon.  Friend  to  do 
was  to  protest  against  the  action  of  the 
Treasury   in   demanding   that    a   con- 
stantly increasing  surplus  revenue  of  the 
Poet  Office  should  be  maintained  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Exchequer.    My  right 
lion.    Friend  pointed  out  that  during 
the  last  10  years,  for  example,  the  free 
revenue   of    the    Postal    Services,    in- 
cluding^ Telegraphs,  had  mounted  from 
£2,200,000  to  £2,750,000,  and  he  also 

Cted  out  that  last  year,  had  it  not 
L  for  some  enormous  capital  expen- 
ditore,  the  free  surplus  revenue  would 
have  been  £3,000,000.     He  asked,  very 
justly,  Ixow  much  further  the  Post  Office 
waa  to  be  expected  to  increase  its  revenue 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Treasury  and  not 
tor  the  convenience  of  the  public?    I 
sympathise  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's views.    It  happened  that  some 
years  a^o  I  moved,  in  connection  with 
the  Tele^praph  Service,  a  Resolution  in 
tiiia  House  to  the  effect  that  it  was  in- 
expedient to  insist  upon  an  increase  of 
the  free  revenue  from  telegrams;  and  that 
that  was  equivalent  to  taxation  on  the 
traasDaission    of    telegraph    messages; 
sad  tiuU^  instead  of  insisting  unon  that 


taxation,  the  price  of  telegraphic  mes- 
sages should  be  reduced,  r^ow,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Ohancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Goschen),  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  illustrated  what 
he  had  to  say  about  the  postal  revenue 
by  reference  to  the  Telegraph  Service 
and  to  the  Packet  Service.  I  am  aware 
both  these  are  included  in  another 
Vote,  and,  therefore,  I  will  not  dwell 
upon  them.  I  will  merely  point  out  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  in- 
creasing revenue  referred  to  by  my  right 
hon.  Friend  was  much  greater  than  ap- 
pears on  the  Paper.  In  the  last  few 
years  enormous  expenditure  has  been 
made  on  capital  account,  which  has 
only  increased  the  public  property  of 
the  nation.  There  were  between 
£300,000  and  £400,000  expended  for 
the  plant  required  for  the  Parcel  Post; 
£500,000  was  expended  in  new  plant  to 
meet  the  increasing  business  resulting 
from  the  introduction  of  the  Qd,  tele- 
grams; and  last  year  close  on  £400,000 
was  expended  on  Post  Office  sites. 
It  appears  to  me  that  all  this  expenditure 
rendered  the  country  so  much  richer  in 
public  property,  and  indicated  a  still 
greater  increase  in  the  postal  revenue 
than  appears  from  the  figures.  I  have 
always  protested  against  the  system  of 
book-keeping  on  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  judge  of  the  results  of  the 
Postal  Services.  Tou  find  £300,000  or 
£400,000  expended  on  capital  account — 
expended  in  the  most  wise  and  judicious 
manner  on  capital  account — but  because 
that  expenditure  has  taken  place,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  comes  down 
the  following  year  and  says,  look  what 
a  falling  off  there  has  been  in  the  postal 
revenue.  If  any  business  man  con- 
ducted his  business  in  that  way  the 
world  would  characterize  him  as  no 
financier  at  all.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
spoke  of  the  telegraph  business.  I  am 
not  here  to  defend  the  original  purchase 
of  the  telegraphs.  I  know  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  protested  against  the 
price  paid,  and  I  know  also  that  the  late 
Mr.  Fawcett  proposed  that  £4,000,000 
or  £5,000,000  sterling  should  be  written 
off,  and  that  we  should  no  longer  charge 
interest  upon  that  amount  upon  the 
Telegraph  Department;  that  in  fact 
this  amount  of  money  should  be  con- 
sidered as  a  bad  debt.  But,  since  the 
telegraphs  have  been  acquired^  it  is  not 
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at  all  certain  that  they  have  been  sucli  a 
bad  business  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr. 
GoBchen)  appears  to  believe.     I  was  a 
Member  of  a  Committee  which  inquired 
into  the  matter.    The  Post  Office  officials 
came  before  us,  and  they  presented  to 
us  what  they  called  a  commercial  balance 
sheet  which  showed  a  totally  different 
result  from  the  uncommercial  balance 
sheets   which    are    presented    to    this 
House.    The  balance  sheet  laid  before 
us  showed  a  distinct  profit  after  the  pay- 
ment of  all  interest  on  the  debt  incurred 
in  connection  with  the  purchase  of  the 
telegraphs,   and  it  was  in    connection 
with  the  surplus  shown  that  I  moved 
the  Besolution  protesting  against  further 
taxation  on  telegraphs,  and  proposing 
that  the  free  revenue  should  be  applied 
to  increasing  the  facilities  given  to  the 
public.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone),   who  was    present    in    the 
House  on  that  occasion,  did  not  vote  for 
my    Besolution — Governments    do    not 
like  increased  expenditure — but  he  did 
not  protest  against  the  doctrine  I  laid 
down,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
present  Chancellor  of   the    Exchequer 
(Mr.    Goschen)     appears    to    imagine. 
Now,  I  think  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member    for    Central    Bradford     (Mr. 
Shaw  Lefevre)  made  his  position  per- 
fectly clear.     He  did  not  suggest  that 
we  should  fix  a  distinct  sum,  and  say 
that  beyond  that  sum  the  Post  Office 
shall  not  earn  money ;   what  he  sug- 
gested was  that  we  should  have  some 
feneral  understanding  that  it  must  not 
e  expected  that  the  free  revenue  to  go 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should 
double  itself  every  10  or  20  years.     He 
was  most  explicit  in  laying  down  the 
doctrine  that  Treasury  sanction  is  de- 
sirable   in    connection  with    any    Post 
Office  experiment,  and  I  protest  against 
the  tone  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor    of    the  Exchequer    in    in- 
veighing against  these  experiments  as 
likely  to  cause  expenditure.    The  ex- 
periments advocated  would    cause    no 
expense  at  all ;  the  introduction  of  tele* 
graphic  money  orders  would  not  involve 
a  sixpence  of  capital  outlay. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  I  beg  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  pardon.  I  thought  I  laid 
it  down  distinctly  that  there  were  ex- 
periments which  I  thought  ought  to  be 
made.    I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood 
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to  protest  a^inst  all  the  experiments 
suggested.  What  I  do  protest  against 
is  the  doctrine  that  because  we  have  a 
surplus  revenue,  we  ought  therefore  to 
carry  out  experiments. 

Dr.  CAMEEON  :    I  have  no   doubt 
I  misunderstood  what   the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  meant ;  I  am  very  glad  to 
hear  the  explanation  of  his  meaning; 
because  I  think  that   the  suggestions 
that  have  been  made  to-night  in  regard 
to  Inland  administration,  at  all  events, 
both  as  to  the  telegraphic  remission  of 
money  and  as  to  the  collection  of  charges 
in  connection  with  parcels  delivery  by 
Parcel  Post  have  this   important   pe- 
culiarity   to    recommend    them  —  that 
they  would  not   involve  the  outlay  of 
one  single  sixpence;  they  would  only 
bring  in  additional  business  to  the  staff 
which  is  already  in  existence  without 
any  extra  expenditure.    I  thought  it 
right,  as  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre) 
had  been  misunderstood,  to  say  so  much 
in  explanation  of  what  appeared  to  me 
to  be  his  meaning.    As  to  the  present 
amount  of  Treasury  sanction  being  suffi- 
cient to  cut  down  or  prevent  expenditure 
for  increases  of  salary,  we  all  know  the 
late  Mr.  Fawcett  was  constantly  telling 
us  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  raise  the 
salaries  of  the  telegraphic  operators; 
the  increases,  of  course,  were  made  with 
Treasury  sanction. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  :    Mr. 
Courtney,  I  should  like  to  refer  to  the 
statement  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqaer 
(Mr.  Goschen),  that  the  whole  of  the 
profits  are  derived  from  letters  ^vitlun 
the  United  Kingdom.     I  think  be  baa 
been    misinformed  in  the  case  of  the 
American  mails.     The  total  expenditure 
this  year  upon  the  American  Mail  Ser- 
vice will  be  £80,000;   but  the  income 
derived  will  amount  to  £212,000.   There 
are  some  other  expenses  in  oonneetion 
with  these  mails,  but  there  is  an  ample 
margin — a  profit  is  made  on  the  Ameri- 
can mails  of  over  £100,000  a-year.      I 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ^vrill  see 
he  is  mistaken  in  the  statement    tbat 
all    the  profit    is  derived   frona    borne 
letters.    But,  there  is  a  larger  source  of 
profit  still.     We  send  millions  oT  lett^r« 
every  year  to  the  Continent.   We  charire 
2 Jrf.  for  every  letter,  say  to  Paris  ;  ^irhUe 
we  only  charge  Id,  for  a  letter  to  I>ablin^ 
It  would  pay  very  well  to  luive  a  lit 
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postage  from  here  to  Paris.     I  contend 
that  by  the  Continental  Service  a  large 
profit  is  made,  and  that,  in  this  par- 
ticular also,  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  is  quite  erroneous.     While 
not  desirous  of  entering  now  upon  the 
Packet  Service  question,  I  understand 
that  £85,000  is  the  cost  of  the  Austra- 
lian   Service ;    while    the    Post    Office 
revenue  from  this  service  is  £121,000. 
There  are  other  instances  which  would 
^  to  prove  that  all  the  profit  made  in 
connection  with  the  Post  Office  Services 
is  not  made  in  the  United  Kingdom.   It 
is  quite  true  that  the  Postmaster  General 
is  the  milch  cow  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer ;   but  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  could  not  have  remem- 
bered, when  he  spoke  so  strongly  against 
the  remarks  of  the  late  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral as  to  the  application  of  the  surplus 
revenue  over,  say,  the  amount  received 
last  year,  to  the  cheapening  and  facili- 
tation of  the  Postal  Services  generally, 
that  his  own  Postmaster  General  made  a 
very  similar  statement  in  December  last 
to  a  deputation  which  waited  upon  him. 
These  facts  should  be  home  in  mind, 
because    they    show    that    Postmaster 
Generals  agree  that  it  is  a  sound  doc- 
trine that  no  more  than  the  sum  made 
last  year  should  be  taken  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  and  that,  in 
fature,*the  sum  above  £3,000,000  made 
last  year  ought  to  be  applied  to  extend- 
ing,  cheapening  and    facilitating    the 
postal  work  of  the  country.    The  only 
other  point  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Chancellor    of  the    Exchequer 
to  is  this :    He  has  repeatedly  pressed 
on  this  House  the  fact  that  there  is  a 
decreasing  revenue  from  the  Post  Office, 
but  he  has  not  informed  the  House  that 
there  is  an  enormous  increase  in  the 
receipts  of  the  Post  Office.     In  1841 
the    receipts  of  the  Post  Office    were 
onlj  £1,324,000;    in  1851    they  were 
£2,277,000,  and   in  1886  they  rose  to 
£8,150,000.     There  has    heen    no  de- 
crease  whatever  in  the  receipts  of  the 
Post  Office,  hut,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Post    Olfice    has   yielded    in    absolute 
receipts   for  postal  work  done  a  yearly 
increase    of    £200,000.      I  also  agree 
with  hon.  Memhers  who  say  the  Post 
Office  accounts  are  kept  in  such  a  dis- 
graceful manner  that  no  husiness  man 
would  tolerate  them  for  a  day.     The 
admiaaionB  in  the  Parliamentary  Papers 
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which  have  heen  presented  at  my  in- 
stance fully  establish  this  fact.  I  will, 
however,  reserve  any  further  remarks  I 
have  to  make  until  the  Vote  for  the 
Packet  Service  comes  on. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR  (Tipperary,  S.) : 
Mr.  Courtney,  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Postmaster 
General  and  the  Committee  to  grievances 
affecting  the  head  postmasters  in  Ire- 
land. These  grievances  are,  however, 
of  great  concern  to  the  head  postmasters, 
and  therefore  I  trust  my  observations 
will  receive  some  consideration  by  the 
Postmaster  General.  My  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  East  Donegal  (Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor)  alluded  in  the  course 
of  his  able  criticism  of  the  Vote  to  the 
grievances  of  head  postmasters  in  gene- 
ral ;  but  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Postmaster  General  to  the  fact  that 
the  head  postmasters  of  Ireland  are  paid 
about  20  per  cent  less  than  the  head 
postmasters  in  England,  Scotland,  and 
Wales.  Why  that  should  be  so  has 
never  been  made  clear  to  us.  It  appears 
to  us,  from  our  investigations  here  upon 
all  the  Estimates  which  come  before 
this  Committee,  that  the  public  servants 
in  the  employment  of  the  Government  in 
Ireland  are  treated  not  only  with  ezcep* 
tional  severity,  but  with  an  unfairness 
which  is  scarcely  creditable  to  the  ad- 
ministration Departments.  Not  only 
are  the  head  postmasters  in  Ireland  paid 
20  per  cent  less  than  people  in  a  similar 
position  in  England  and  Scotland,  but 
they  labour  under  the  disadvantage  of 
being  permanently  installed  in  there 
present  offices.  They  complain  that, 
unlike  the  public  servants  in  the  other 
Departments  in  the  Inland  Bevenue, 
they  are  not  moved  about  from  place  to 
place,  and  do  not  get  the  advantages  of 
removal  which  servants  in  the  other 
Departments  have  from  time  to  time 
placed  at  their  disposal.  Not  only  are 
they  debarred  from  improvement  hy 
their  non- removal,  but  actually  the  best 
offices  in  Ireland  have  been  from  some 
unaccountable  reason  shut  off  from  the 
head  postmasters  in  Ireland.  I  allude 
to  the  four  best  offices,  those  at  Belfast, 
Cork,  Londonderry,  and  Limerick.  I 
have  taken  the  trouhle  to  ascertain  what 
the  salaries  of  the  occupants  of  these 
four  offices  in  Ireland  are.  I  find  that 
the  head  postmaster  at  Belfast  receives 
£645  a-year;  the  head  postmaster  at 
Cork  £550  a-year ;  the  head  postmaster 
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at  Limerick  £440  a-yecur,  and  the  head 
postmaster  at  Londonderry  £380  a-year. 
1^0 w,  those  are  very  fair  salaries,  and 
when  we  come  to  compare  them  with 
some  of  the  salaries  paid  to  postmasters 
elsewhere,  we  find  that  promotion  to  one 
of  these  offices  is  a  matter  of  very  con- 
siderable moment  indeed.  I  will  take 
some  of  the  best,  not  the  very  lowest, 
offices  elsewhere.  At  Oarlow  the  head 
postmaster  receives  £135  a-year;  at 
Carrickshannon  the  head  postmaster  is 
paid  £120  a-year ;  at  Gashel  the  head 
postmaster  is  paid  £107  a-year;  at 
Ooleraine  the  head  postmaster  receives 
£135  a-year,  and  at  Dundalk  the 
head  postmaster  gets  £174  a-year. 
I  consider  it  a  very  grievous  injus- 
tice that  the  head  postmasters  of  Ire- 
land should  be  shut  out  from  the  very 
desirable  promotion  to  Belfast  and  the 
other  chief  towns  I  have  named.  The 
result  has  been,  as  my  hon.  Eriend  the 
Member  for  East  Donegal  very  aptly 
stated,  a  stagnation  of  promotion  in 
this  particular  Department.  Why  that 
should  be  so  has  never  been  made  clear 
to  me  or  to  hon.  Members  who  have 
considered  this  matter  from  time  to  time. 
I  shall  not  dwell  upon  that  branch  of 
the  subject  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Donegal  referred — namely,  pro- 
motion by  political  patronage.  That  has 
been  a  great  grievance,  not  only  in  Lre- 
land,  but  in  England,  Scotland,  and 
Wales.  We,  in  Ireland,  have  got  rid 
of  it — I  will  not  say  to  the  advantage  of 
our  friends — by  simply  declining  to  put 
oui selves  under  any  compliment  what- 
ever, either  to  a  Liberal  or  a  Conserva- 
tive Government.  We  have  relieved 
ourselves  of  any  obligation  in  the  matter, 
and  we  have  done  so  upon  a  principle 
which  can  be  easily  understood  by  Mem- 
bers of  both  sides  of  the  House.  I  can 
quite  understand  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
very  serious  consideration  and  grievous 
moment  to  hon.  Members  of  this  House 
to  be  pestered  continually  in  respect  to 
the  bestowal  of  patronage.  There  is 
another  matter  respecting  head  post- 
masters which  I  wish  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Postmaster  General  to.  It 
is  the  manner  in  which  head  postmasters 
are  paid.  They  are  paid  by  a  fixed 
salary.  They  ask  that  there  shall  be  a 
minimum  and  a  maximum,  and  an  annual 
increment,  as  is  the  case  in  regard  to 
every  other  official  in  the  postal  Depart- 
ment.   If  there  were  a  minimum  and  a 
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maximum,  the  head  postmasters  would 
be  relieved  of  the  necessity  of  occasion- 
ally appealing  to  perhaps  an  unsym- 
pathetic surveyor  to  take  up  their  case, 
and    represent    it    to    the    Postmaster 
General.    Very  often  postmasters  have 
to  depend  upon  these  surveyors,  who 
may  or  may  not  bring  under  the  notice 
of  the  superiors  of  the  Department  a 
deserving  case.     A  surveyor  may  be  in- 
fluenced by  one  motive  or  another ;  he 
may  have  a  grudge  against  a  particular 
postmaster,  and  a  deserving  man  may 
be  kept  in  the  background  owing  to  the 
shortcomings  of  a  surveyor.      There  is 
another  matter.     The  head  postmasters 
ask  to  be  allowed  to  conduct  the  affairs 
of  their  own  respective  districts  rather 
than  the  surveyors,  who  are  now  asked 
to  interfere  in  the  most  trivial  matters. 
I  think  head  postmasters  would  be  able 
to  get  work  done  very  much  better  than 
surveyors,  who  only  pay  cursory  visits 
to  the  district,  and  who  are  not  at  all 
acquainted  with  the  particular  matten 
into  which  they  are  asked  to  investigate. 
Then,  again,  I  complain  altogether  of 
the  manner  in  which  surveyors'  clerks 
and  inspectors  are  appointed.    It  has 
now  amounted  to  a  custom  to  appoint 
young  men  from  the  London  office  as 
surveyors'  clerks  and  inspectors.     It   is 
an  obnoxious  thing  to  have  a  young 
clerk  from  the  London  office  promoted 
over  the  head  of  older  officials.    It  often 
happens  that  the  conduct  of  these  young 
men  is  overbearing  in  the  highest  degree. 
These  young  men  are  placed  over  men 
whose  service  is  of  twice  the  lengthy  and 
who  have  more  experience  of  the  office, 
and  of  the  requirements  of  the   office, 
but  who  are  still,  at  the  same    titne, 
obliged  to  submit  not  only  to  the  inex- 
perience of  these  young  men,   but   to 
their  arrogance  and  overbearing  manners* 
Why  should  you  not  promote  head  post- 
masters to  the  position  of  surveyors' 
clerks  and  inspectors  ?  It  nearly  al^vays 
happens  that  the  inspector  of  cl   bank 
has  at  some  portion  of  his  career  been  a 
bank  manager.    I  say  the  same   prin- 
ciple may  be  made  to  apply  to   th.e  ser- 
vice of  the  Post  Office,  that  th.e    bead- 
postmaster,  if  he  showed  the  capacity 
might  be  made  an  inspector  to  tbe  ctd van* 
tage  generally  of  the  Post  Office  ay  stem . 
And  by  making  these  promotioxxB,  men 
will  look  forward  to  them  as  ct    re^ward 
for  their  services,  and  they  will    act  as 
an  inducement  to  a  better  clasa  of  men 
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to  join  the  service.    Now,  Sir,  these  are 
the  few  remarks  ooncerniog  the  bead 
postmasters  to  which  I  desire  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Postmaster  General. 
I  will  now  trouble  him  for  a  very  few 
moments  by  asking  him  a  question  con- 
cerning another  branch  of  the  Postal 
Service.      I  drew  his    attention  on  a 
former  occasion,  both  by  question  and 
speech  in  this  House,  to  the  position  of 
postmen  in  Cork.     I  wanted  to  know 
then,  and  I  ask  him  now,  what  has  been 
the  result  of  his  inquiry.    I  desire  to 
know  why  these  men  are  not  eligible  for 
promotion  to  the  position  of  letter  sorters, 
and  for  positions  of  a  higher  grade  as 
they  are  elsewhere  than  in  Oork  ?  Then 
again,  in  Cork,  when  sick,  they  get  only 
half  pay;   while  in  Dublin  a  married 
man  who  is  sick  receives  full  pay,  and 
an  unmarried  man   who  is   sick  gets 
three-quarter's  pay.    The  grievance  of 
these  public  servants  at  Cork  is  all  the 
greater,  because  their  pay  is  25  per  cent 
less  than  that  of  men  who  serve  in  like 
positions  elsewhere.    Now,  these  are  the 
grievances  which  I  drew  the  attention 
of  the  Postmaster  General  to  on  a  past 
occasion,  and  he  then  promised  mquiry. 
I  should  be  very  glad  to  get  some  infor- 
mation on  the  point.     Of  course,  if  he 
cannot  now,  without  notice,  recall  all  he 
has  done  in  the  matter,  I  should  be  very 
pleased  if  he  would  say  that  he  will  give 
me  the  information  at  some  future  time. 
I  trust  he  will  consider  these  matters  of 
safficient  moment  to  give  them  his  con- 
nderation. 

Mb.  LABOUCHEEE (Northampton): 
Mr.  Oourtney,  there  are  only  one  or  two 
points  to  which  I  desire  to  refer.     One 
IS  respecting  the  patronage  to  sub-post- 
masterships.     Everyone  knows  what  a 
nuisaace  it  is  to  receive  letters  from  the 
Treasury  asking  Members  to  recommend 
a  man  to  somesub-postmastership.  Upon 
receipt  of  such  a  letter  an  hon.  Member 
writes  down  to  someone  in  his  consti- 
tuency to  recommend  a  person  for  the 
office.      Altogether,  Members  are  put  to 
a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  there  is  not 
the  slig^htest  reason  why  this  relict  of 
the  past,  this  system  of  giving  patronage 
to  Members  of  Parliament  in  order,  it  is 
supposed,  to  influence  constituents  to  the 
advantag'e  of  Members  should  continue, 
and  I  really  suggest  that  the  system  be 
done  away  with.     It  seems  to  me  that 
the  best  person  to  apply  to  in  these  cases 
is  tiie  local  postmaster.     He  is  able  to 


give  a  reasonable,  common-sense  answer 
to  the  question  asked,  what  person  is 
best  fitted  for  the  vacant  office  r  Gene- 
rally it  is  someone  who  has  got  a  shop 
in  some  central  position,  and  it  is  a 
perfect  nuisance  for  Members  to  be  pes- 
tered in  the  matter.  It  is  part  of  the 
old  system  of  Members  being  corrupted 
by  the  Treasury,  and  of  Members  at- 
tempting to  corrupt  their  constituents. 
I  find  it  a  nuisance,  and  my  constituents 
do  not  require  to  be  corrupted.  The 
next  point  to  which  I  want  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Postmaster  General,  refers 
to  postcards.  Every  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral is  anxious  to  distinguish  himself  by 
doing  something  to  the  public  advan- 
tage, and  I  submit  to  the  *  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr:  Eaikes)  that  he  would 
distinguish  himself  if  he  would  adopt  in 
England  the  penny  closed  postcards, 
such  as  exist  in  Prance.  Many  people 
do  not  care  about  using  our  halfpenny 
postcards,  because  they  are  open.  If 
postcards  could  be  closed,  and  a  penny 
charged  for  them,  it  would  simplify 
correspondence  very  much.  I  believe 
that  the  French  postcard'  is  a  ,'patent, 
but  of  course  arrangements  could  be 
made  for  the  use  of  similar  cards  in  this 
country.  If  they  were  issued  at  a  penny 
each  I  believe  thej*  Post  Office  would 
gain  very  considerably;  but,  whether 
they  would  or  not,  the  public  would  find 
them  of  g^eat  convenience.  There  is 
another  point  I  should  like  to  call  atten- 
tion to,  and  it  is  in  reference  to  the  tele- 
graphs. There  is  at  present,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  aware,  a  tele- 
graphic cable  between  Prance  and  Eng-* 
land 

Thb  CHAIEMAN:  Telegraphs  are 
not  included  in  this  Vote. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  :  I  thought  we 
were  dealing  with  the  whole  of  the  Vote. 
I  will  reserve  my  remarks  upon  the 
point,  and  upon  one  or  two  other  matters 
connected  with  the  telegraphs,  until  we 
get  to  the  Vote. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  Before  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Postmaster 
General  replies,  I  should  like  to  call  his 
attention  to  two  matters  in  reference  to 
the  service  of  mails  to  the  North.  The 
first  point  is  in  reference  to  the  mails 
between  the  Western  Islands  and  the 
mainland.  At  the  present  time,  if  you 
post  a  letter,  say,  on  a  Monday,  at 
Stomoway,  that  letter  will  not  be  de- 
livered in  Caithness  until  Thursday,  al- 
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thougli  the  distance  is  less  than  100 
miles.  The  reason  is,  that  the  mail  train 
arrives  at  Dingwall  at  half -past  1,  while 
the  mail  train  for  the  North  leaves  at  a 
quarter  to  12.  The  consequence  is  that 
letters  are  detained  for  24  hours  in  Ding- 
wall. For  the  last  18  months  we  have 
lost  an  entire  day  because  the  mail  train 
arrives  at  Dingwall  43  minutes  after  the 
train  from  the  south  comes  up.  Now, 
there  is  another  matter  to  which  I  think 
I  have  only  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  have  it  re- 
medied. It  is  in  reference  to  the  South 
mails.  We,  practically,  in  the  whole 
North  of  Scotland — north  of  the  Cale- 
donian Canal — have  only  one  mail  per 
day.  There  are  two  mails  ostensibly, 
but  one  mail  leaves  here  at  10  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  and  the  letters  carried  by 
it  are  only  delivered  in  Caithness  one 
hour  before  the  letters  leaving  by  the 
mail  at  8  o'clock  at  night.  The  mail 
leaving  London  at  8  o'clock  at  night  gets 
to  Caithness  at  6  o'clock  the  next  night ; 
while  the  mail  leaving  at  10  o'clock  in 
the  morning  only  arrives  at  5  o'clock 
the  next  afternoon.  The  morning  mail 
really  takes  9  hours  longer  to  do  the 
journey  than  the  evening  mail.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  no  doubt  say 
that  this  is  a  question  of  expense.  I 
admit  it  is;  but  in  certain  districts  in 
the  North,  where  you  have  nothing  like 
the  same  amount  of  correspondence,  you 
really  pay  more  for  it.  I  trust  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  consider  the  mat- 
ter, and  that,  if  he  is  only  going  to 
spend  a  certain  amount  of  money  in 
Scotland,  he  will  see  that  it  is  fairly 
spent  among  the  various  districts. 

Mb.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr) :  I 
want  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  to 
g^ve  us  some  assistance  in  a  matter  in 
respect  of  which  an  industry  has  suffered 
a  great  deal  of  late  years.  An  inquiry 
was  fixed  before  the  Fishery  Commis- 
sion at  Hove  into  the  statements  which 
had  been  made  that  the  fishery  people 
of  Ireland  had  been  deceived  by  false 
telegrams,  telegrams  sent  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  imparting  false  information 
to  fishermen  along  the  coast  as  to  the 
whereabouts  of  fi^h  in  order  that  the 
senders  might  ring  the  market.  At  the 
inquiry  which  was  held  at  Hove  about 
the  middle  of  last  year,  the  sending  of 
these  false  telegrams  was  proved  to  the 
hilt,  and  the  recommendation  was  then 
made  that  thePostmaster  General  8honl4 
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be  applied  to  in  the  matter.  The  appli- 
cation was  a  very  simple  one,  it  was  that 
the  Postmaster  General  should  arrange 
for  reliable  telegrams  to  be  sent  to  the 
fishery  districts  of  Ireland,  in  order  that 
the  false  telegrams,  which  are  sent  for 
the  purpose  of  deceiving  men  and 
ringing  the  market,  should  not  have 
the  effect  which  they  have  now  had  for 
a  considerable  time.  The  Postmaster 
General  has  undertaken  the  despatch  of 
storm  signals,  and  I  think  he  might  very 
properly  do  something  in  the  direction 
I  have  indicated.  Of  course,  the  Post- 
master General  cannot  prevent  anyone 
sending  false  telegrams  as  long  as  they 
are  paid  for;  but  he  can  prevent  the 
evil  which  is  done  by  acting  officially  in 
the  matter,  and  by  having  telegrams  of 
a  reliable  character  sent  to  the  different 
fishery  neighbourhoods  of  Ireland  so  as 
to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  evil. 

Me.  TAPUNG  (Leicestershire,  Har- 
borough) :  I  have  only  one  remark  to 
make.    I  should  like  to  ask  the  Post* 
master  General  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  great  facilities  the 
residents  of  Paris  enjoy  by  means  of 
what  is  called  the  pneumatic  post.     By 
that  post   anyone   living  in  Paris  can 
write  a  short  letter,  despatch  it  by  this 
post,  and  receive  an  answer  to  it  in  the 
course  of  a  half  hour.    I  am  sure  no 
hon.   Member   of  this  House  who  has 
ever  been  in  Paris  can  have  failed  to 
have  been  struck  by  the  g^eat  facility 
this  post  affords  to  people.    I  desire  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
he  will  consider  if  it  is  possible  to  insti- 
tute something  of  the  same  kind  in  Lon- 
don, because  I  am  fully  persuaded  that 
the  people  of  the  Metropolis  would  find 
it  an  enormous  convenience  if  they  had 
some  such  means  of  communication. 

The  POSTMASTER  GENER AX.  (Mr. 
Raikes)    (Cambridge    University) :     I 
must  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Com* 
mittee  in  dealing  with  the  multifarious 
points  which  have  been  raised    in  the 
course  of  the  discussion.  I  will  endeavonr 
to  do    my  best  to  notice  the     various 
matters  which  have  been  raised,  although 
I  cannot  undertake  to  deal  with  them  at 
the  length  they  may  deserve.      My  right 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the    Member 
for  Whitehaven  (Mr.   Cavendish  Ben- 
tinck)  was  the  first  Member  to  rise  since 
I  sat  down,  and  he  called  the   attention 
of  the  Committee  to  the  questioia.  of  post 
bozes  at  railway  stations,  aD.d   also  to 
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the  question  of  pillar  boxes.  There  is 
no  doubt  an  apparent  grievance  in  the  sys- 
tem of  requiring  that  the  letters  posted 
atpillar  boxes  at  stations  should  be  sorted 
at  the  head  Post  Office  of  the  town,  as 
that,  of  course,  deprives  the  travelling 
public  of  some  time  forposting  before  the 
train  leaves.  I  dare  say  there  are  good 
reasons  why  this  system  has  hitherto 
endured ;  but  I  will  look  into  the  matter, 
and  see  whether  any  arrangement  can 
be  made  to  facilitate  the  transfer  of 
letters  directly  from  the  station  pillar 
boxes  to  the  travelling  vans.  Then  my 
right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  went  on 
to  deal  with  a  question  which  is  perhaps 
more  distinctly  local,  inasmuch  as  it  has 
reference  to  the  mails  from  Whitehaven 
to  the  South.  I  understood  him  to  say 
that  the  mail  bags  leave  Whitehaven  at 
a  quarter  past  6,  although  the  fast  train 
which  is  to  convey  them  ultimately  to 
London  does  not  go  till  half- past  7. 

Mb.  cavendish  BENTINCK:  I 
merely  referred  to  that  as  an  instance. 
My  point  was  this,  that,  where  the  mail 
bags  are  not  in  charge  of  a  travelling 
clerk  of  the  Post  Office,  letters  are  not 
received.  That  is  to  say,  when  the  mail 
bags  are  in  charge  of  the  guard  or  of 
some  other  railway  official,  letters  are 
not  received* 

Mb.    BAIKES:    At    first    sight,    it 
would  seem  not  unreasonable,   at   all 
events  in  the  case  of  places  of  some 
importance,   that  the   guard  might  be 
allowed  to  carry  a  supplementary  bag. 
That  is  a  matter  again  on  which  I  can 
only  promise  inquiry  ;  it  is  not  a  matter 
to  which  my  attention  has  been    pre- 
viously drawn,  and  I  should  be  glad  if 
what  is  suggested  can  be  found  practi- 
cable.      Then  the   hon.    Member    for 
Preston  (Mr.  Hanbury)  asked  a  ques- 
tion about  the    charge   for   insurance. 
He  commented  very  naturally  upon  the 
very   small  charge  which  appears  for 
water,  and  many  other  things  connected 
with    the   Department  in  London,  and 
which    includes  insurance.       My   hon. 
Priend  is  perhaps  not  aware  that  the 
QoTemment  is  its  own  insurance  office. 
It  is  possible,  in  fact  it  is  no  doubt  the 
case,    that  some  small    payments    are 
made  in  London  in  respect  of  insurances 
where  the  Oovernment  is  not  the  free- 
holder, but  holds  premises  on  lease ;  it 
is  quite  probable  that  the  lease  may 
contain  a  covenant  for  insurance.    That 
maj  account  for  the  very  small  amount 


of  insurance  which  is  charged  for.  Then 
my  hon.  Friend  mentioned  the  question 
of  smuggling  by   means  of  the  Parcel 
Post.      I  heard  last  year  one  or  two 
complaints  in  regard  to  the  smuggling 
of  tobacco  in  the  Parcel  Post.     There 
has  been  no  doubt  from  time  to  time 
mention  made  of  it  by  the  officials  of  the 
Inland  Eevenue;  but  I  am  not  aware 
that  there  is  anything  the  Post  Office 
could  do  to  prevent  the  practice.     It 
is    rather    a    matter    for    the    Inland 
Bevenue    than    for    ourselves,    and    I 
think   it    is    a    matter    to  which    the 
best  attention  of  the  Inland  Revenue  is 
at  present  given,  and  as  far  as  I  can 
judge  the  complaints  made  have  become 
fewer  in  number  in  the  course  of  the 
last  few  months.    Then  my  hon.  Friend 
asked  a  question  in  regard  to  the  send- 
ing of  mails  by  coaches,  and  I  think  a 
certain  amount  of  public  interest    has 
been  raised  by  the  introduction  of  the 
parcels    coach    between    London     and 
Brighton.     That  is  an  experiment,  and 
it  is  an  experiment  which  at  present  has 
been  sanctioned  by  the  Treasury  only 
for  one  year.  We  made  the  contract  only 
for  one  year.     The  coach,  as  hon.  Mem- 
bers are  probably  aware,   is   really  a 
parcels  van,  and  is  confined  to  the  carry* 
ing  of  parcels.     It  leaves  London  about 
11    o'clock   at   night,    and    it   reaches 
Brighton  about  5  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  it  makes  the  journey,  I  believe,  in 
six  hours.      It  is  thought  that  in  dis- 
tances  of    this    description  it  may  be 
found   possible    to    effect  considerable 
economy  by  the  establishment  of  these 
coaches.     It  will  not  probably  be  ap- 
plicable to  longer  distances.      But  the 
Committee  is  no  doubt  aware  that  under 
the  Acts   which  establish    the    Parcel 
Post,  a  certain  percentage  of  the  postage 
is  paid  by  the  Oovernment  to  the  raU- 
ways    which   convey   the    parcels.     It 
amounts  to  55  per  cent  of  the  entire 
amount  received  for  postage,  and  certain 
experts  of  the  Post  Office  have  satisfied 
themselves  that  we  can  convey  our  own 
parcels  by  road  from  London  to  Brighton 
at  a  less  cost  than  that  represented  by 
55  per  cent  of  the  postage.     That  being 
so,  it  was  thought  desirable  to  make  an 
experiment,  and  to  see  whether  the  re- 
sult corresponded  with  the  expectations 
of  these   experienced  officers.      I  have 
very  little  reason  to  doubt  that  the  re- 
sult will  be  satisfactory  from  a  commer- 
cial point  of  vieW|  and  if  we  find  that 
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the  parcels  mail  is  conveyed  safely, 
regularly,  and  economically,  it  will  pro- 
bably be  found  practicable  to  extend  the 
system  in  other  parts  of  the  country; 
but  it  will  only  be  extended  where  the 
distance  to  be  travelled  is  not  a  very 
great  one.  For  instance,  I  am  afraid 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Caithness  (Dr. 
Clark)  cannot  look  for  any  great  assist- 
ance in  this  direction.  Now  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Preston  asked  a 
very  natural  question  about  trip  allow- 
ances. The  name  is  an  old  one,  it  has 
been  always  on  the  Estimates;  it  is 
rather  a  misleading  one,  for  it  seems  to 
suggest  something  to  do  with  holidays. 
On  the  contrary,  these  trip  allowances 
are  sums  paid  for  extra  duties  to  those 
officers  of  the  Post  Office  who  conduct 
the  sorting  operations  in  the  travelling 
vans,  and  it  is  done  entirely,  or  almost 
entirely,  as  a  matter  of  extra  duty.  This 
is  the  explanation  of  the  £24,000,  or 
thereabouts,  for  trip  allowances.  Then 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Central  Bradford  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre) 
made  a  speech  on  the  subject  of  the  sur- 
plus revenue  of  the  Post  Office,  upon 
which  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  necessary 
for  me  to  offer  any  observations,  especi- 
ally after  the  reply  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer (Mr.  Ooschen).  There  is  one  part 
of  his  speech,  however,  which  I  hope 
he  will  forgive  me  for  saying  that  I  had 
much  rather  he  had  not  made.  I  think  it 
is  a  pity  that  one  who  has  held  the  position 
of  head  of  a  Department  shoida  make 
observations  as  to  the  internal  arrange- 
ments of  the  Department  in  the  form  of 
insinuations  and  innuendos.  I  think 
that  if  he  has  any  complaints  to  make, 
he  should  make  a  categorical  statement 
of  the  case ;  it  is  unfortunate  that  the 
statement  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man made  should  be  couched  in  the 
language  which  he  used.  I  can  only 
say  in  regard  to  the  matter  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  thought  fit  to 
bring  up,  that  I  have  nothing  to  add  to 
what  I  said  earlier  in  the  evening  in  re- 
gard to  the  services  of  the  Secretary  to 
the  Post  Office.  I  trust  I  shall  never  be 
suspected  of  depreciating  the  services  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office ;  indeed, 
I  am  so  fully  sensible  of  the  valuable 
assistance  rendered  by  the  permanent 
officials  of  the  Department  that  I  cannot 
think  I  am  open  to  any  taunt  of  the 
description  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
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levelled  at  them.    Well,  now,  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  College    Division    of 
Glasgow  (Dr.  Cameron)  has  made  one 
or  two  speeches,  and  among  others  he 
has  made  a  speech  to  explain  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Central  Bradford.    But  I  will 
confine  myself  to  his  own  original  mat- 
ter. He  was  rather  sorry  that  we  had 
determined  to  re-establish  the  Samples 
Post,  and  thought  that  the  solution  of 
the  matter  was  rather  to  be  found  in  re- 
ducing the  size  of  parcels.    Well,  I  do 
not  think  he  would  find  the  public  to 
agree  with  him  on  that  point.     The  cry 
is  certainly  for  greater  convenience  for 
sending  small  samples  or  patterns.    It 
would  be  impossible  to  bring  the  Parcel 
Post  down  to  a  point  at  which  it  would 
touch  the  Letter  Post.    If  you  were  to 
create  a  new  parcels  rate  for  eveiything 
above  the  size  that  is  commonly  sent  by 
Letter  Post  you  would  create  enormous 
confusion,  and  probably  reduce  our  whole 
postal  systemto  somethinglike  chaos.  We 
prefer  the  simpler  and  less  presumptuous 
attempt  which  we  are  making  to  en- 
deavour to  re-establish  the  Pattern  Post, 
and  I  am  convinced  that  it  will  be  found 
extremely  useful  and  convenient  to  the 
public,  while  I  trust  it  will  not  be  un- 
remunerative  to  the  revenue.    Then  the 
hon.  Member  dwelt  upon  the  question  of 
sending  money  orders  by  telegraph,  and 
so  also  did  the  hon.  Member  for  Canter- 
bury (Mr.   Henniker  Heaton).    I  have 
said  what  I  have  to  say  upon  the  point, 
but  I  am  quite  willing  to  add  this  much, 
that  I  think  there  is  something  worthy 
of  consideration  in  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Canterbury  as  to  whe* 
ther  we  might  make  an  experiment,  and 
after  consideration  with  my  advisers,  I 
will  say  whether  a  system  can  be  de- 
vised by  which  an   experiment  can  be 
made.     Then  the  hon.    Member   (Dr. 
Cameron)  went  on  to  dwell  upon    the 
increasing  revenue  of  the  Post  Office. 
Upon  that  he  harped  for  some  time.      It 
is  very  undesirable  that  a  mistaken  idea 
on  this  subject  should  go  abroad.    It  is, 
of  course,  a  fact  that  the  gross  revenue 
of  the  Post  Office  has  continued  to  in- 
crease ;  but  it  is  also  a  fact  that  tlie  cost 
of  the  service  has  increased  in  a  g^reater 
ratio.    Although  the  figures  given   by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Central  Bradford  (Mr.  Shaw  LefoTre) 
are  no  doubt  correct  up  to  the  point  at 
which  he  left  o%  I  am  afraid  tJb.at  if  I 
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were  in  a  position  to  state  positively  the 
figures  for  the  last  few  years,  they  would 
show  a  very  decided  falling  oS  in  the 
profits  of  the  Post  Office.  As  far  as  I 
calculate,  the  amount  paid  by  the  Post 
Office  into  the  Exchequer  for  postal  and 
packet  seryioe  amounted  last  year  to 
something  under  £2,400,000,  and  it  fell 
short  of  the  sum  paid  the  preceding  year 
by  more  than  £300,000;  therefore,  it 
certainly  is  misleading  the  public  to 
speak  of  the  increasing  revenue  of  the 
Post  Office,  when,  although  the  gross 
revenue  has  increased,  the  actual  sur- 
plus has  diminished. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE :  Was  that 
irrespective  of  the  expenditure  upon 
Post  Office  sites  ? 

Mb.  RAIKES  :   No,  of  course  it  was 
not ;  but  that  w£is  not  the  last  demand 
to  be  made  for  Post  Office  sites.    The 
demand  last  year  was  a  large  one,  and 
I  trust  the  demand  this  year  will  be 
very   much  less.    Irrespective   of    the 
expenditure   on    Post    Office    sites,    if 
my  expectation  is  carried  out,  I  hope 
to  see  a  larger  surplus  paid  this  year 
than  last;    but  these   matters  do  not 
affect  the  question  as  to  whether  the 
surplus  of  the  Post  Office  did  or  did  not 
decline  last  year.     As  I  have  already 
said,  the  surplus  paid  into  the  Exche- 
quer last  year  fell  short  of  the  surplus 
of  the  preceding    year    by  something 
more  than  £300,000.  Then  if  you  come 
to  the  question  of  the  income  which  is 
derived  from    the    sister  Service,    the 
Telegraphs — I  merely  connect  it  with 
the  question  of  the  gross  revenue  of  the 
Services — it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind 
that    the    decline  in    the    finances   of 
the  Telegraph  Department,  which  com- 
menced about  four  years  ago,  has  con- 
tinued steadily  to  increase.    If  we  take 
the  time  seven  years  ago,  before  the 
late  Mr.  Fawcett  commenced  the  various 
reforms  with  which  his  name  is  identi- 
fied,   X    find    that   in    the    year   1880 
there    was  almost   an    equilibrium    in 
the    finances    of    the    Telegraph    De- 
partment.     If  you  take    the  interest 
at  £326,000   a-year,   which  represents 
the  interest  on  the  capital  sum  expended 
on  the  purchase  of  the  telegraphs,  the 
profit  earned  in  that  year  was  £313,000, 
80  it  only  fell  short  of  the  annual  charge 
for  interest  by  about  £13,000.    But  I 
find  that  in  the  past  year,  in  addition  to 
the  £326,000,   the  annual   charge  for 
interest,   there  was  a  deficit  upon  our 


telegraphic  revenue  of  between  £220,000 
and  £230,000,  so  that  last  year  the  Tele- 
graph Department  must  be  regarded  as 
having  cost  the  country  about  £550,000, 
which  is  paid  by  the  taxpayers  in  order 
to  assist  the  senders  of  telegrams.  And 
when  you  are  taking  the  revenue  of  the 
Post  Office,  you  must  deduct  that  sum  of 
£550,000  from  the  surplus  earned  by 
the  Post  Office  itself— something  like 
£2,400,000.  So  your  entire  surplus 
from  the  Post  Office,  instead  of  being 
£3,000,000,  is  something  less  than 
£2,000,000.  The  surplus  necessarily 
rests  upon  the  receipts  of  the  purely 
Postal  Department.  I  may  repeat  what 
was  said  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr. 
Goschen) — that  the  income  of  the  Post 
Office  finds  its  sheet  anchor  in  the 
Id,  postage.  There  is,  no  doubt,  as 
pointed  out  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Canterbury  (Mr.  Henniker  Heaton),  a 
profit  also  upon  the  postage  to  foreign 
countries  where  the  Postal  Union  pre- 
vails ;  but  that  is  as  a  bagatelle  when 
compared  with  the  revenue  earned  by 
the  Id.  postage.  In  regard  to  the  other 
points  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Canterbury  adverted,  it  seems  to  be 
very  difficult  to  make  him  accept  the 
fact  that  we  do  not  believe  that  the 
American  mails  result  in  any  profit  what- 
ever to  the  Department.  We  have  to 
pay  the  charges  of  the  mails  conveyed 
from  London  to  Queenstown — no  small 
sum — and  we  have  also  to  pay  the 
charges  of  bringing  the  mails  from 
Queenstown  to  London ;  and  while  we 
have  to  charge  this  outgoing  service 
from  London  to  Queenstown  against 
the  revenue  which  we  derive  by  sending 
our  letters  to  America,  the  reverse  pro- 
cess of  bringing  the  mails  from  Queens- 
town to  London  is  to  be  charged  against 
the  service  from  which  we  derive  no 
revenue  at  all.  The  American  Post 
Office,  of  course,  receives  all  the  profit 
of  the  postal  business  from  America  to 
this  country.  Putting  all  these  things 
together,  I  hope  there  will  be  a  surplus  ; 
but  it  will  not  be  a  large  one ;  it  will 
not  be  one  about  which  much  question 
can  be  made.  Then  came  the  question 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Donegal  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor).  The 
hon.  Gentleman  has  taken  up  the 
question  of-  postmasters  generally, 
and  he  has  pointed  to  what  I  think 
are  various  changes   that    may   very 
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well  be  considered  in  connection  with 
the  position  of  these  officers.  I  quite 
agree  with  him  that  it  seems  a  very 
great  hardship  that  a  public  servant 
taking  up  an  important  public  charge 
should  be  put  to  great  expense  in  the 
way  of  fitting  up  his  office,  and  to  that 
initial  charge  I  think  may  be  traced 
several  painful  cases  of  deficiency  on  the 
part  of  postmasters.  The  irregularities 
of  some  of  these  postmasters  may  be 
traced  to  the  fact  that  they  have  been 
saddled  with  a  debt  incurred  by  the 
necessity  of  fitting  up  their  offices,  from 
which  difficulty  they  have  never  been 
able  subsequently  to  extricate  them- 
selves. Though  the  system  is  not  a 
good  one,  I  am  afraid  it  would  be 
a  very  difficult  thing  to  persuade  the 
Treasury  to  incur  the  expenditure  which 
would  be  necessary  to  provide  post  office 
fitttings  in  the  case  of  every  country 
postmaster.  If,  however,  I  hold  Office 
during  the  present  year,  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  see  what  amelioration  can  be 
devised  in  the  position  of  the  post- 
masters in  this  respect. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  My 
suggestion  was  limited  to  postmaster- 
ships  where  the  premises  were  devoted 
exclusively  to  the  public  service. 

Mr.  RAIKES  :  The  hon.  Member  is 
no  doubt  aware  that  in  regard  to  the 
Crown  offices,  or  the  offices  which  are 
devoted  exclusively  to  post  office  work, 
the  fittings  are  supplied  by  the  Govern- 
ment. At  all  events,  that  is  the  intention 
I  know  ;  but  I  will  look  into  the  matter, 
and  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  receive  any 
suggestion  the  hon.  G-entleman  likes 
to  make  to  me.  He  was  anxious  that 
something  should  be  done  with  the  view 
of  improving  the  position  of  postmasters 
in  relation  to  promotion.  This  is  of 
course  a  question  of  very  burning  in- 
terest to  postmasters  at  large;  but  1 
think  it  is  well  that  these  officers  should 
understand,  when  they  obtain  on  their 
own  request  a  position  of  postmaster 
which  at  the  time  is  satisfactory,  that 
that  does  not  entitle  them  to  further 
promotion  to  a  larger  postmastership  in 
a  different  town.  Of  course,  it  is  very 
desirable  when  a  postmaster  at  a  small 
station  is  found  to  be  a  very  efficient 
officer  and  a  person  of  considerable 
ability,  to  utilize  his  experience  as  much 
as  possible,  and  to  find  the  opportunity, 
if  one  is  available,  of  giving  him  a  wider 
sphere  of  action  by  promoting  him  to  a 
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larger  station.     No  doubt  efficient  post- 
masters will,  as  a  general  rule,  obtain 
promotion ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  a  good  thing  if  we  were  to  allow  it 
to  be  generally  understood  that  the  fact 
of  soliciting  and  obtaining  a  small  post- 
mastership  should,  in  itself,  entitle  one 
to  promotion  to  a  large  postmastership 
later  on.      If  that  principle  were  ad- 
mitted it  would  be  very  hard  to  those 
servants  who  prefer  the  more  active,  and 
therefore  the  more  responsible,  duties  at 
headquarters    if   they    were  to  be  ex- 
cluded altogether  from  competition  for 
important  postmasterships,  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  duties  of  which  they  are  so 
well  fitted.     I  can  assure  the  Committee 
that  in  cases  where  I  have  had  to  fill  up 
vacant  postmasterships,  though  I  coula 
not,  without  reference,  state  the  exact 
proportion  in  which  I  promoted  post- 
masters from  small  to  larg^  stations,  and 
in  which  I  had  promoted  other  post  office 
servants,  - 1  have  always  been  extremely 
glad,  where  I  could  promote  efficient 
postmasters,  to  give  them  new  spheres 
of  action ;  and  when  other  opportunities 
may  occur  the  hon.  Gentleman  may  be 
sure  that  I  shall  be  glad  to  adopt  the  same 
course  of  action.  Then  comes  the  question 
about  the  extra  duty  of  the  Savings  Bank 
clerks  in  connection  with  commutation. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  is  so  accurate  in 
the  statements  he  makes  as  a  general 
rule,  and  he  has  such  an  extended  know- 
ledge of  the  Civil   Service,  that  I  am 
surprised  that  on  this  occasion  he  should 
have  made  a  little  slip.     He  assumed 
that  the  extra  duty  for  which  that  sum 
of  £8,500  was  charged  was  extra  duty 
that  could  be  met  in  a  considerable  de- 
gree by  lengthening  the  hours  of  the  day's 
work  of  the  clerks  in  that  Department. 
I  am  quite  with  him  as  to  the  deaira- 
bility  of  lengthening  the  hours  of  worlt. 
I  think  six  hours  are  not  adequate,  and 
that  seven  hours'  work  and  pay  would  be 
better  for  the  State  and  for  the  individual. 
But  as  regards  this  particular  duty,    the 
fact  is  that  this  commutation  work  in  re- 
spect of  which  this  charge  is  made  only 
occurs  once  a-year,  and  therefore    the 
difficulty  could  not  be  met,  either  by  in- 
creasing the  staff  or  lengthening^    the 
hours.     It  is  work  that  must  be  extra. 
It  is  an  extra  pressure  that  cornea    at 
the  beginning  of  the  year.     It  only  Imeta 
a  few  weeks,  and  therefore,  as  1  asty,  it 
could  not  be  met  by  an  extension  of  the 
hours  throughout  the  twelve  montha. 
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Me.  AETHUE  O'CONNOR:  This 
particular  work  does  not  represent  more 
than  £3.500  of  this  item  of  £8,500. 

Mr.  EAIEES  :  I  have  not  with  me 
the  figures  with  regard  to  the  other  part 
of  the  amount. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR :  Am  I 
correct  with  regard  to  that  ? 

Mr.  RAIKES  :  I  should  not  be  sur- 
priaed  if  the  hon.  Member  is  correct,  be- 
cause he  is  generally  so  very  accurate  in 
his  statements  with  reference  to  these 
matters.    The  hon.  Member  read  some 
observations  made  by  the  Committee  in 
i878 — the  Committee  presided  over  by 
the  present  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office, 
which  I  think  are  worthy  of  considera- 
tion. I  only  refer  to  that  at  this  moment 
to  say  that  I  have  not  been  so  long  in  my 
O&OQ  that  I  have  been  able  to  make  a 
perfect  study  of  the  history  of  the  Post 
Office  transactions,  and  this  matter  has 
escaped  me.    But  I  will  endeavour  to 
acquaint  myself  with  these  particulars, 
And  on  some  future  occasion  shall  be 
able  to  deal  more  satisfactorily  with  the 
matter.      Then  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tipperary  (Mr.  John  O'Connor) 
made  some  observations  with  reference 
to  postmasters  in  Ireland.   He  says  their 
-salariee  are  20  per  cent  less  than  those 
of  postmasters  in  England.     That  is  a 
sti^ment  which  I  cannot  accept  without 
farther  inquiry.    I  think,  no  doubt,  that 
it  is  possible  that  the  salaries  are  lower 
in  Ireland  than  in  this  country,  as  we 
know  the  salaries  in  Scotland  are  gene- 
rally lower  than  in    England    in    all 
branches  of  the  Public  Service.     But  at 
the  same  time,   it  must  be  borne  in 
mind    that    both    the    cost    of  living 
and  of  rent,  even  where  it  is  paid,  in 
Ireland,  as  in  Scotland,  are  much  lees 
than  in  England.    I  will,  however,  in- 
quire into  the  question  of  promotion.    I 
do  not  think  I  could  hold  out  any  pros- 
pect that  I  could  sanction  the  fixing  of 
a  maximum  and  a  minimum,  as^he 
salaries  of  postmasters,  with  an  annually 
increasing^  increment,  because  that  would 
be  makings  allowance  for  an  increase  of 
work  in  some  cases  where  work  did  not 
increase,    whilst  it  might  increase  very 
'considerably  in  other  places.    However, 
J  hon.  Gentleman  will  be  glad  to  hear 
jDatI  have  reused  the  salaries  of  at  least 
12  of  these  minor  postmasterships  in  Ire- 
land since  I  have  been  in  Office.  There  is 
a  farther  process  of  readjustment  going 
on,  and!  may  assure  the  hon.  Member  that 


whenever  the  salaries  can  be  raised  above 
what  is  called  starvation  point,  not  only 
in  Ireland,  but  in  other  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  I  shall  be  very  happy 
to  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity. 
Something  has  been  said  with  regard  to 
the  surveyors,  both  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Donegal  and  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tipperary.  Comparisons  have 
been  made  as  to  the  way  in  which  these 
gentlemen  perform  their  duties  in  Ire- 
land and  the  way  in  which  they  are 
performed  elsewhere.  The  general 
question  was  dealt  with  by  a  Depart- 
mental Committee  only  last  year. 
That  Committee  had  power  to  inquire 
into  the  question  as  to  all  the  rela- 
tions between  the  surveyors  and  the 
postmasters,  and  I  think  that  in  some 
cases  it  has  been  found  convenient 
to  sanction  the  employment  of  the 
head  postmasters  in  important  places 
as  surveyors  in  the  districts  where 
their  post  offices  are  situated.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  is,  I  hope,  misinformed 
with  regard  to  the .  manner  in  which 
some  surveyors'  clerks  have  behaved. 
All  I  can  say  is,  that  during  the  last 
nine  months,  since  I  have  had  any  prac- 
tical experience  of  this  matter,  I  nave 
not  appointed  a  surveyor's  clerk  in  Ire- 
land without  having  a  recommendation 
from  the  authorities  of  the  Irish  Post 
Office.  I  quite  agree  that  it  would  be 
most  desirable  to  prevent  any  unplea- 
santness by  bringing  into  the  posted 
service  in  Ireland  any  person,  whether 
he  comes  from  England,  Scotland,  or 
Ireland,  who  does  not  know  how  to  be- 
have himself  in  carrying  out  his  duty. 
Then  the  case  of  the  Cork  letter  carriers 
has  been  referred  to.  I  have  gone  into 
that  matter,  but  I  have  not  with  me  the 
particulars.  I  did  not  think  it  was 
likely  to  be  alluded  to  to-day.  I  thought 
a  reply  had  been  given,  but  as  that  does 
not  seem  to  be  the  case,  I  will  undertake 
that  a  reply  shall  be  given  to  the  com- 
plaint of  the  hon.  Member  on  some 
future  occasion.  I  now  come  to  the 
question  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  (Mr.  Labouchere),  who 
suggested  that  it  was  desirable  that  the 
minor  positions  in  the  Post  Office  should 
be  filled  up  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  head  postmaster  of  a  district  rather 
than  that  of  the  local  Member  for  a  con- 
stituency. I  think  I  have  already  stated 
in  one  of  the  discussions  that  have 
taken  place  upon  Postal  matters  since  I 
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took  Office,  that  my  own  mind  tends  in 
the  same  direction  as  the  hon.  Member ; 
and  that  in  the  case  of  these  little  sub- 
receiving  and  sorting  offices,  which  are 
generally  either  in  the  same  town  or  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  head  office, 
the  postmaster  would  probably  be  on 
the   whole — if  not  the    invariable — at 
least  the  best  guide  to  whom  the  Post- 
master General  could  look  for  informa- 
tion upon  this  matter.  I  have  not  had  any 
official  communication  with  the  Treasury 
on  the  subject ;  and,  of  course,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  me  to  act  without  a 
thorough  understanding  with  that  De- 
partment ;  but,  I  think  it  is  not  impos- 
sible, if  no  objection  is  raised  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
House,  or  any  other  Member   of  the 
Treasury  Board,  that  some  step  may  be 
taken  in  the  matter.    The  other  point 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton refers  was  with  regard  to  the 
establishment  of  a  penny  closed  post- 
card.   That  matter,  I  confess,  is  new  to 
me.     The  hon.  Member  is  not  now  in 
his  place,  otherwise  I  would  have  asked 
him  to  send  me  a  sample  of  the  post- 
card to  which  he  refers.     However,  I 
have  no  doubt  that  a  sample  could  be 
obtained,  and  I  will  see  what  can  be 
done  after  further  consideration.    Then, 
as  to  the  question  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Caithness  (Dr.  Clark) — his 
complaint  as  to   the  slowness    of   the 
morning  mail — I  should  be  very  glad  if 
that  train  could  be  accelerated  so  that 
letters  could  arrive  at  the  places  he  re- 
ferred to  at  an  earlier  period  than  they 
do  at  present.     To  those  who  live  at  the 
extreme  end  of  the  line  of  communica- 
tion, it  must  be  a  serious  provocation  to 
find  their  morning  and  evening  letters 
arrive  practically  at  the    same    hour. 
However,  persons  even  in  the  North  of 
Scotland  differ  in  opinion  with  regard  to 
this  subject;   and  I   have  had  repre- 
sentations made  to  me  with  regard  to 
the  service  of  this  slow  train,  which 
leads  me  to  believe  that  many  parts  of 
the  country  are  fully  satisfied  with  the 
arrangement  as  it    at    present   exists. 
With  regard  to  the  Postal  Service  to 
the    Western    Islands,    I    should    be 
very  much  obliged  if  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man   would    put    upon    paper    some 
practical   suggestion.     If  he    will    do 
so,   I  shall   be  very   glad   to   commu- 
nicate with  him  upon  the  subject.    I 
must  say  I  have  had  more  than  enough 
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almost  to  do  with  Stomoway  bxA  Strome 
Ferry  ever  since  I  came  to  the  Post 
Office,  and  the  names  of  those  places 
are  more  familiar  to  me  than  the  names 
of  almost  any  other  place  in  her  Ma- 
jesty's dominions.     However,  I  shall  be 
glad  to  see  what   can   be  done  with 
regard  to  the  Dingwall  connection.     As 
to  what  was  said  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  sitting  below  the  Gangway  on 
the  Front  Bench  opposite  (Mr.  MoUoy) 
with  regard  to  false  telegrams  having 
been  sent  to  Irish  fishermen  respecting 
the  weather,  he  suggested  that  perhaps 
the    Postmaster    General    might    send 
sound  and  true   weather  forecasts  for 
the    benefit    of    the    Irish    fishermen. 
Well,  if  there  was  no  other  objection 
to  it,  I  should  most  respectfully  decline 
to  be  in  any  way  responsible  for  the  Irish 
weather.     It  is  variable  enough  in  this 
part  of  Her  Majesty's  Dominions,  but  I 
think  if  the  Postmaster  General  were  to 
do  any  such  thing  as  to  hold  himself 
responsible  for  the  unexpected  varia- 
tions in  the  Irish  weather,  we  should  be 
adding  a  substantial  grievance  to  the 
alleged  woes  of  Ireland.    But  false  tele- 
fi;rams  are  sent  about  many  other  sub- 
jects besides  the  weather,  and  I  should 
be  very  glad  if  there  were  power  in  the 
Post  Office  to  remedy  the  evil  of  these 
false  telegrams.     I  might  mention  that 
the  other  day  I  received  a  letter  from 
the  owner  of  one  of  the  favourites,  or 
rather  of  one  of  the  horses  that  were 
expected  to  make  a  show  in  the  late 
Derby,  enclosing  a  false  telegram  an- 
nouncing to  the  officials  of  the  Jockey 
Club  that  the  horse  had  been ' '  scratched,  *' 
and  I  was  asked  to  take  dire  vengeance 
on  the  offender.     Well,  I  shoidd  bo  Tery 
glad  if  it  were  in  my  power  to  hand 
over  the  offender  to  the  legal  autho- 
rities ;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
persons  who  send  false  telegrams  are  not 
very  particular  to  identify  themselves. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVEE :  With  refer- 
ence to  what  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
has  said  about  my  remarks  earlier  in 
this  discussion,  I  wish  to  say  that  it  had 
not  been  my  intention  to  advert  in  any 
way  to  what  has  taken  place  in  the  Post 
Office,  and  I  should  have  made  no  re- 
mark whatever  if  it  had  not  been,  for 
the  severe  observations  made  as  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Secretary  to  the   Poet 
Office,  Mr.  Blackwood,    by    the    hon. 
Member  for  Canterbxuy  (Mr.  Senniker 
Heaton). 
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Notice  takeo,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present;  Committee  counted,  and 
40  Members  being  found  present, 

Mb.  PRA.SEE.MACKINT08H  (In- 
yemess- shire) :   In  consequence  of  the 
observations  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Postmaster  General  as  to  the 
postal  arrangements  with  the  Hebrides, 
may  I  understand  him  as  inviting  schemes 
bom  the  locality  interested  ?    I  wish  to 
remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
last  year,    in  the  month  of  July,   ad- 
vertisement was  made  for  tenders  to 
to  establish    a    steam    postal    service 
between  Strome  Ferry  and  the  Island  of 
Harris.     Tenders  were  to  be  given  in 
in  August,   and  it  was  supposed  that 
the  whole  matter  had  been  arranged. 
Although  I  have  not  the  letter  from 
Hie  Secretary  for  Scotland,  I  have  seen 
it— that    official    wrote    in    November 
last  that  the  steam  service  had  been 
sanctioned,  the  only  matter  to  be  dealt 
with  being  some  minor  detail.      The 
people  of  Harris  are  surprised  to  find  now 
that  the  whole  matter  has  fallen  to  the 
ground  on  the  score  of  expense.     I  put 
a  Question  to  the  Postmaster  General 
two  months  ago  on  the  subject,  and  he 
itatedy  very  much  to  my  surprise,  that 
he  was  not  aware    that  any   promise 
had  been  made.      The  people   in  the 
district    have    been    very    much     put 
about  by  what  has  occurred,  and  the 
other  day  a  meeting  was  held  in  Harris, 
attended  by  a  large  number  of  people, 
at  which  a  resolution  was  passed  show- 
ing the  wery  great  loss  and  inconvenience 
wluch  had  been  sustained  through  the 
absence  of  proper  postal  communication. 
The  resolution  set  forth  that  during  the 
10  da^s  previous  more  than  £1,000  had 
been  lost  to  the  herring  fishiug  industry 
in  consequence  of  the  inability  to  com- 
municate  speedily  with  the   mainland. 
This   is   a  matter  which  requires  very 
BeriaaB  consideration,  and  1   trust  the 
Govemmeiit  will  consider  the  state  of 
the  Hebrides  altogether.    If  the  right 
hon.  G^entleman  wishes  some  scheme  to 
be  suggested  to  him  on  the  part  of  the 
people,    they,  I  am  sure,  will  be  only 
too  happy   to  communicate  with   him; 
but    I     must   protest  in  the  strongest 
aiaaner  ag^ainst  the  way  in  which  the 
people  of  Sarris  have  been  treated. 

Dr.  TAN:NER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  I  wish 
to  call  tlie  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
]V)stziia8ter   Geoaeral^a  attention  to  the 


postal  service  in  the  South  of  Ireland. 
I  think  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
paid  attention  to  the  point  I  mention  it 
would  be  of  great  service  to  the  people  I 
represent  in  Cork.  I  refer  to  the  mail 
train  which  goes  out  of  Cork  at  six 
minutes  past  10 — the  train  I  came  by 
myself  last  night.  There  are  numerous 
complaints  made  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Cork,  notably  from  my  own  consti- 
tuents, in  regard  to  the  time  at  which 
this  train  leaves  the  City,  and  there  is  a 
general  concensus  of  opinion  that  it 
would  conduce  enormously  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  neighbourhood  if  it  could  be 
deferred,  say  for  an  hour  or  an  hour  and 
a  half.  The  effect  of  the  present  ar- 
rangement for  starting,  as  everybody 
who  travels  by  the  train  knows,  that  if 
you  are  coming  across  to  England  you 
have  to  wait,  generally,  two  hours  and 
a  half  in  Dublin.  The  mails  are  sorted 
in  coming  up  in  the  train,  and  they  have 
to  cross  the  water.  There  will  be  no 
difficulty,  seeing  they  are  made  up  in 
the  Cork  train,  to  delay  the  train  and 
send  the  letters  across  to  Westland 
Row,  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the 
train  in  Dublin.  If  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman could  see  his  way  to  defer  the 
departure  of  the  mail  train  from  Cork, 
he  would  be  able  to  pay  more  attention 
to  the  reception  of  the  various  mails  in 
the  City  of  Cork,  which  is  the  centre  of 
the  South  of  Ireland.  He  would  be  en- 
abled to  gather  the  mails  in  there,  and 
he  would  be  able  to  pass  them  on  with 
much  greater  celerity  than  at  present. 
I  know  perfectly  well  that  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  looks  into  this  question, 
and  I  am  certain  he  will,  for  he  is  al- 
ways distinguished  by  his  courtesy  in 
dealing  with  these  matters,  he  will  see 
that  in  the  first  place,  practically  speak- 
ing, people  living  in  the  City  of  Cork 
and  in  the  whole  of  the  South  of  Ireland 
are  put  to  great  inconvenience  by  the 
existing  mail  system,  and  in  the  next 
place  he  would  see  that  it  would  greatly 
simplify  matters  by  delaying  the  train 
as  I  suggest.  Take  the  mail  arriving 
from  SMbbereen  and  Bantry,  the  mails 
which  come  into  Cork  from  Skibbereen 
or  Bantry,  or  from  a  longer  distance, 
have  to  leave  their  starting  place  at  an 
early  hour,  in  consequence  of  the  mail 
train  leaving  Cork  at  six  minutes  past 
10.  If  the  amount  of  time  which  is  lost 
in  Dublin  were  given  to  the  mail  train 
at   Cork,   this  would  giye  the  branch 
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trains  a  longer  period,  and  would  enable 
the  mails  to  be  made  up  later,  and  con- 
sequently to  permit  of  the  posting  of 
letters  at  a  later  period.    If  the  mail 
train  at  Cork  were  put  back  an  hour, 
say  until  six  minutes  past  11,  it  would 
facilitate  the  answering  of  letters  in  al- 
most every  district,  and  would  enable 
people  to  reply  to  letters  which  at  pre- 
sent they  are  not  able  to  answer.     One 
other  point  I  would  like  to  call  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  attention  to,  and  that 
is  in  connection  with  the  town  of  Ma- 
croom,  which  is  situated  in  Mid  Cork. 
It  was  only  the   day  before  yesterday 
that  they  were  speaking  to  me  about 
the  way  in  which  letters  were  taken  at 
Macroom.     There  is  a  railway  running 
from  the  City  of  Cork  to  Macroom,  but 
the  Government  do  not  make  use  of  it. 
[Cries  of  **  Yes,  yes ! "]     WeU,  if  they 
do  make  use  of  it,  it  is  only  to  a  very 
small  extent.     The  day  mail  arrives  in 
Cork  at  six  minutes  past   12  and  goes 
out  by  the  Macroom  train  at  8  o'clock, 
which    is    a   very    small    accommoda- 
tion.    What    I    would  call  the  right 
hon.    Gentleman's   attention  to  is  this 
point,   that     letters    received     by    the 
people  in  Macroom,  and  all  along  that 
line,  by  the   morning  post,  from  this 
side  of  the  water  cannot  be  answered 
till  the  following  day,  whereas  if   the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  put  back 
the  departure  of  the  train  from  Cork 
there  would  be  much  greater  chance  of 
letters  being  answered  in  Macroom  at 
an  earlier  period ;  and  this  statement 
applies  equally  to  Skibbereen  and  other 
places  which  are  connected  with  Cork 
by  Eailway.    If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, instead  of  sending  these  mails  by 
car,  as  has  hitherto  been  the  case,  would 
dispatch  them  on  the  Macroom  line,  he 
would  confer  a  g^eat  benefit  on    the 
people  of   the  locality.    I  do  not  say 
there  is  very  much  business  done  there. 
That  is  not  the  case ;  but  anyone  who 
understands    business    matters — and  I 
presume  no  one  understands  them  better 
than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Post- 
master General  himself — will  see  that 
the  proposal  I  make  would  give  busi- 
ness men  very  g^eat  facilities,  and  would 
conduce  very  much  to  their  interests  and 
the  development  of  the  business  in  these 
remote  districts.    I  would  ask  him  to 
allow  the  mails  to  be  sent  into  Cork 
from  Macroom  and  these  other  places 
by  train,  and  sent  away  from  Cork  later 

Dr.  Tanner 


than  at  present.  I  had  a  few  notes  on 
this  question  ;  but  I  did  not  know  that 
this  estimate  was  to  be  taken  this  even- 
ing, and,  therefore,  I  have  not  provided 
myself  with  them.  I  sincerely  hope, 
however,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
do  me  the  courtesy  to  look  into  these 
matters,  and,  so  far  as  he  possibly  can, 
deal  a  substantial  benefit  to  all  the  com- 
mercial people  dwelling  in  or  about  the 
City  of  Cork. 

Mb.  ANDEESON (Elgin and  Nairn): 
Before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Postmaster  General  (Mr.   Baikes)  an- 
swers that  question,  I  would  like  to  ask 
him  if  any  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  establishment  of  money-order  offices 
in  two  villages  in  Morayshire,    about 
which  I  asked  him  a  question  a  few 
days  ago.     I  refer  to  the  villages  of 
Dallas  and  Archiestown.    It  may  be  a 
matter  for  the  Treasury,  and  I  would 
ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  to  inform 
the  Committee  what  is  the  difficulty  that 
does  exist  in  having  money-order  offices 
established  at  these  small  villages.    I 
am  sure  the  Government  must  be  aware 
of    the  importance  of  having   savings 
banks  established  wherever  there  is  a 
considerable  population,  and  I  wish  to 
point  out  that  in  the  Highlands  villages 
and    houses   are    scattered.     They  are 
practically  at  great  distances  from  any 
bank,  and  the  people  complain  of  not 
being  able  to  deposit  their  savings  with- 
out going  some  eight  or  ten  miles  to  the 
town  of  Aberlour,  I  think,  where  there 
is  a  single  savings  bank,  or  where  there 
is  a  proper  savings  bank.     I   do  not 
think  it  is  right  that  that  state  of  things 
should   exist.     I  understood,    from   an 
interview  that  the  Postmaster  General 
was  kind  enough  to  give  me  some  time 
ago,  that  the  question  was  a  financia! 
one,  and  that  some  small  sum  had  to  he 
made  up — or  something  of  tliat  ^nd 
I  do  think,  in  a  matter  of  such  import 
ance  as  this,  it  is  not  right  on  the  pari 
of  the  Government — it  is  false  economi 
on  the  part  of  the  Government — to  im 
pose  on  people  who  are  not  well  oft  i 
tax  that,  though  it  might  not  be  a  larg 
one  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committer 
would  still  be  one  that  would  be  felt  b 
the  people  and  should  not  be  enooorage* 
What  I  want  to  suggest  is  that  the  Qi 
vernment  should  remove  these  little  difi 
culties  of  raising  £10  or  £20,  or  giyin 
written  guaranty. 


1145 


Supply^ 


{JxjiTS  6,  1887}       Revenue  Departments.       1146 


Mb.  CONTBEAEE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  I  must  apologize  for  rising  to 
trespass  upon  the  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  the  Postmaster  General 
(Mr.  Eaikes)  again  after  he  has  been 
already  once  or    twice  upon  his  feet 
answering  Questions.     I  was  not  able 
to  arrive  in  the  House  until  some  time 
after  this   discussion   commenced   this 
eyening,  and  therefore  am  obliged  to 
trouble  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  again. 
There  are  just  one  or  two  matters  which 
have  been  entrusted  to  me  to  place  be- 
fore his  notice,  and  I  shall  endeavour 
to  discharge  this  trust  as  briefly  as  pos- 
sible.   In  the  first  instance,   however, 
I  should  like  to  advert  for  a  moment 
to  a  matter  which    concerns   my   own 
constituency,  and  which,  as  I  believe, 
iias  been  as  troublesome  a  question  to 
successive  Postmaster  Generals  as  those 
matters  relating  to    Strone  Ferry  and 
other  parts  of  the  islands  of  Scotland 
about  which  we  have  heard  to-night — 
I  allude  to  the  stoppage  of  the  calling 
of  the  mail  from  Penzance  at  the  town  of 
C/UDborne.    I  myself  have    had  some 
correspondence  with  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Postmaster  General  and  with 
His  Predecessors  upon  this  subject,  and 
others  have  done  tJie  like.    Oorrespond- 
ence  of  this  kind  has  taken  place  on  this 
subject,  but  all  our  representations  have 
been  without  effect  so  far.     The  urgent 
and  repeated  requests  of  the  people  of 
Camborne,  and  the    thickly  populated 
districts  around  that  town,  have  failed 
to  produce,  by  what  I  might  call  silent 
entreaty,  the  reform  required,  and  I  am, 
therefore,  compelled  reluctantly  to  bring 
the  matter  before  this  House  in  a  more 
pointed  form.      The  grievance  is  that 
when  a  few  years  ago  some  alterations 
vere  made  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating 
and  improving  the  postal  service  in  the 
Western  part  of  the  County  of  Cornwall 
the  mail  train,  which  at  that  time  stopped 
at  Camborne,  was  taken  off  for  stopping 
there,  and  has  never  since  been  allowed 
to  stop  there.  There  was  no  excuse  what- 
ever lor  the  taking  off  the  train  for  stop- 
ping at  Camborne  in  the  past,  and  still 
less  excuse  is  there  for  the  refusal  to 
alioir  the  train  to  stop  there  now  since 
Camborne  has  become  the  head  of  a  Par- 
liamentary Division.      Camborne  is,  I 
believe  the  most  important  town  in  the 
County  of  Cornwall ;  I  might  say  with- 
out exception,  but  I  will,  if  you  like, 
grant  the  one  exception  of  Truro.    The 


population  is  an  industrial  one,  and  one 
of  growing  importance,  and  it  is,  as  I 
have  before  pointed  out  to  the  Post- 
master General,  the  most  populated  dis- 
trict throughout  the  whole  of  Cornwall. 
I  am  very  well  aware  that  the  answer  I 
shall  receive  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  likely  to  be  similar  to  that  which 
I  have  read  from  his  Predecessors  in 
Office — namely,  that  the  question  is  one 
for  the  Directors  of  the  Great  Western 
Eailway  Company,  and  that  it  is  not  for 
the  Postmaster  General  to  interfere  in 
it  at  all.  But  when  we  go  to  the 
Directors  of  the  Great  Western  Bail- 
way  Company,  who  are  exceedingly 
Conservative,  and  a  body  particularly 
hard  to  move,  they  say  that  the  question 
is  one  for  the  Postmaster  General  to 
deal  with,  and  that  they  have  no  power 
and  cannot  interfere  in  the  matter  at  all. 
Now,  this  may  seem  a  very  small  matter 
to  a  great  many  people,  but  this  position 
of  affairs  is  very  disagreeable  to  us  who 
are  interested  in  the  town  of  Camborne, 
and  to  a  g^eat  many  others  who  reside 
in  the  district ;  and  we  are  desirous  that 
this  sort  of  thing,  of  which  we  are  the 
victims,  should  be  put  an  end  to.  The  pro- 
blems which  have  been  brought  before 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  Prede- 
cessors for  solution  are  no  doubt  many 
and  various  ;  but,  to  my  mind,  there  is 
no  problem  and  no  difficulty,  so  far  as  my 
inquiries,  and  so  far^  as  the  information 
which  I  have  been  able  to  lay  before  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  goes,  so  easy  of 
solution  as  this.  There  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  the  world  in  adopting  one 
or  two  solutions — either  starting  the 
mail  train  five  minutes  earlier  at  its 
starting  point,  or  requiring  the  Great 
Western  Kailway  Company  to  stop  at 
Camborne,  and  to  make  up  for  the  delay 
by  increasing  the  speed  of  the  mail  train 
between  Penzance  and  Camborne.  Now, 
I  believe  there  are  occasions — and  I  ask 
the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man especially  to  this,  if  he  is  not  al- 
ready acquainted  with  these  matters — on 
which  the  Directors  of  the  Great  West- 
ern Kailway,  to  suit  their  own  conveni- 
ence, and  for  their  own  purposes  purely, 
have  stopped  this  mail  train  between 
Penzance  and  Camborne  without  causing 
any  appreciable  delay.  Such  stoppages 
are  important  matters  when  you  have  to 
deal  with  a  mail  train  running  upo  •  a 
single  line,  as  the  Ghreat  Western  Bail- 
way  is  in  this  district,  and  in  a  train 
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which  has  to  run  300  miles  up  to  Lon- 
don. If  it  is  possible  for  the  Directors 
of  the  Great  Western  Bail  way  to  stop  a 
mail  train  at  stations  which  are  not 
usually  stopped  at,  at  places  of  much 
less  importance  than  Camborne,  it  would 
be  perfectly  possible,  it  seems  to  me,  to 
stop  at  Camborne  without  interfering 
with  the  regular  service  of  the  train. 
Then  there  are  other  methods  by  which 
this  difficulty  might  be  got  over.  It 
really  only  requires  a  little  determina^ 
tion,  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
excuse  me  for  saying  so,  on  his  part  to 
get  over  this  difficulty.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  in  the  position  of  being 
able  to  require  that  a  mail  train  of  this 
kind  shall  stop  at  a  particular  station. 
Unfortunately  at  the  time  the  contract 
was  entered  into,  Camborne  was  struck 
out  of  the  stopping  places.  I  believe  it 
was  done,  not  through  the  fault  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Postmaster 
General  himself  or  his  Predecessors,  but 
through  some  local  jealousy  or  some- 
thing of  that  kind.  That  was  before 
my  time,  however.  I  contend,  that  if  it 
can  be  shown  to  be  to  the  interests  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  population  of  the 
coimtiy,  and  if  it  can  be  shown  to  be  not 
only  in  their  interests  to  grant  the 
facilities  I  ask  for,  but  that  they  can  be 
granted  without  interfering  with  the 
interests  of  any  other  portion  of  the 
population — I  say '  that  the  least  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  could  do  would  be 
to  grant  this  reform,  which  is  not  a 
revolutionary  reform,  but  really  in  the 
nature  of  the  restoration  of  a  privilege 
or  aright  to  the  people  of  Camborne— a 
right  which  was  unjustly  taken  away 
from  them  a  few  years  ago.  I  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  take 
steps  to  restore  this  right.  I  assure  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  I  am  very 
much  averse  to  referring  to  these  ques- 
tions over  and  over  again,  but  it  is  my 
duty  to  refer  to  them,  and  though  I  do 
not  wish  to  put  it  before  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  the  nature  of  a  thrdat,  I 
still  must  say,  that  until  a  satisfactory 
answer  has  been  received  from  him,  I 
shall  have  to  bring  this  matter  continu- 
ally under  the  notice  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  Successors  so  long  as 
I  ooDtinue  to  enjoy  the  privilege  of  a 
seat  in  this  House.  Another  matter 
which  I  wish  very  briefly  to  bring  be- 
fore the  notice  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man   is   one  with  regard  to  which  I 
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should  not  have  asked  for  any  portion  of 
the  time  of  the  Committee  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  fact  that  no  one  has  alluded 
to  the  subject,  and  that  it  affects  the 
interests  of  a  very  considerable  class  of 
deserving  servants  in  the  Post  Office^I 
mean  the  question  of  the  promotion  of 
the  second-class  sorters.     Now  the  facts 
with  reference  to  the  grievances  of  the 
second-class  sorters  which  I  am  asked  to 
place    before    the    Committee    are    as 
follows.     The  second-class  sorters  have 
petitioned  and  memorialised  successive 
Postmaster  Generals  from  time  to  time 
for  a  redress  of  their  grievances,   but 
with  no  better  success  than  I  and  my 
constituents  who  have  petitioned  them 
with  regard  to  the  stopping  of  the  mail 
train  at  Camborne.     These  people  com- 
plain that  the  majority  of  second-class 
sorters    in    the     Metropolitan    district 
entered  the  service  with  the  advertised 
prospect  of  promotion  to  the  position  of 
sorters  of  the  first  class.    When    the 
second-class  sorters  were  appointed  by 
open  competition  there   were  posts  as 
first-class  sorters,  but  in  the  year  1874 
the  first*class   appears    to    hare    been 
abolished,  and  when  that  abolition  took 
place  no  equivalent  for  the  loss  of  their 
opportunities  for  promotion  was  allowed 
to  the  second-class  sorters.    These  men, 
therefore,  have  been  deprived  of  the  only 
channel  of  promotion  that  was  open  to 
them,  that  to  which  they  were  looking 
forward,  and  to  which  I  may  say  they 
thought  they  had  a  sort  of  vested  right 
according  to  the  terms  under  which  they 
entered  into    the    public    service.     In. 
other  cases  in  the  Civil  Service  when 
offices    are    abolished  in  this  way,  or 
when  reconstruction  of  departments  takes 
place,  I  have  always  noticed  that  those 
who  have  been  deprived  of  any  bene&t 
to  which  they  had  a  legitimate  ri^ht  to 
look  forward  to,  have  been  put  in  the 
receipt  of  pensions.     Now,  I  do  not  ask 
that  these  men,  in  whose  interests  I  am 
addressing  the  Committee,  and  'who  are 
such  a  very  important  class  of  public 
servants,  should  have  pensions  given  to 
them.     I  do  not  ask  for  anything  of  that 
kind ;  but  I  do  think  that  as  they  have 
been  deprived  of  the  chance  of  promotioa 
to  which  they  had  a  right  to  look  forward, 
they  are  entitled  to  some  consideratioa. 
If  it  is  impossible  to  restore    the  first 
class  of  sorters,  as  those  persona  ask 
should  be  done,  at  any  rate,  their  posi< 
tion  should  be  considered  witb  a  view 
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of  enabling  them  to  look  forward  to 
30ine   promotion   of   another  kind,   or 
some  other  advantage.     The  late  Mr. 
Fawcett,  when  they  represented  their 
grievanoe  to  him,  replied  to  them  that 
be  could  not  open  up  the  question  of 
first-class  soiters  at  that  time,  which  im- 
plied that  the  question  was  not  altogether 
a  dosed  one,  and  that  he  might  refer  to 
it  at  some  future  time.  When  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  East  Leicestershire 
(Lord  John  Manners)  was  Postmaster 
Oeneral,  he  replied,  to  the  petition  of 
the  second-class  sorters,  that  the  second- 
class  overseers  was  substituted  for  the 
first-class  sorters ;  and  he  also  held  out 
this  prospect, —  that  if   the    first-class 
sorters  were  re-established  it  would  lead 
to  a  reduction  in  the  pay  of  the  second- 
class  sorters.  That  was  not  a  very  hopeful 
or  satisfactory  answer ;  but  I  think  it  is 
desirable  to  state  that  at  the  time  this 
answer  was  received  by  the  second-class 
sorters,  let  us  say  10  years  after  the 
second-class  overseers  had  been  estab- 
lished in  place  of  the  first-class  sorters, 
not  one  of  the  second-class  sorters  had 
been  promoted  to  the  second-class   of 
overseers.  Ever  since  then  in  the  Metro- 
politan Office,  or,  at  any  rate,  in  the 
Western  district,  only  one  second-class 
sorter  has  obtained  an  appointment  as 
second-class  overseer,  the  other  appoint- 
ments being  obtained  by  postmen.     As 
to  that  I  have  no  complaint  to  make— I 
have  no  complaint  to  make  that  postmen 
should  be  promoted,  or  that  others  should 
be  promoted  by  legitimate  means — but 
I  do  think  that  the  second-class  sorters 
have  a  right  to  complain  when  they  not 
only  find  that  this  principal  channel  of 
promotion  held outto them — namely,  that 
of  first  class  sorters — is  done  away  with, 
but  that  they  are  practically  excluded  by 
another  class  in  the  service  from  obtain- 
ing that  which  was  their  only  chance  of 
promotion.      I  should  like  to  ask  the 
right   hon.  Gentleman  the  Postmaster 
Oeneral   whether  he  will  consider  the 
possibility  or  desirability  of  re-establish- 
mg  the  post  of  first-class  sorters  in  the 
Metropolitan  district,  and  whether  it  is 
not  true    that  the  majority  of  second- 
dam  sorters  entered  the  Service   with 
the  adyertised  prospect  of  obtaining  pro- 
motion to  that  first  class ;  and,  if  that  be 
so,  whether  he  will,  at  any  rate,  so  far 
as  thoee  who  entered  the  Service  before 
the   abolition  of   first-class  sorters  are 
coDoemed,  consider  their  position?    I 


would  urge  upon  him  to  see  whether  it 
would  not  be  possible  to  make  these 
people  some  restitution  of  that  which 
has  been  taken  away  from  them,  or  give 
them  some  equivalent.  I  believe  I  am 
correct  in  stating  that  there  is  a  first 
class  of  sorters  in  the  General  Post  Office, 
and  that  a  considerable  number  of  them 
are  younger  men  in  the  Service  than  the 
members  of  the  second  class  in  the 
Metropolitan  district,  and  yet  I  am  in- 
formed that  they  all  entered  the  Service 
with  the  same  qualification.  There  is  a 
broad  distinction  between  them.  With 
regard  to  this  matter  of  sorters  there  is 
one  point  upon  which  I  would  wish  to 
make  a  remark  in  passing.  I  should 
like  to  call  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
attention  to  a  question  affecting  the 
sorters  employed  in  the  Eegistered 
Letter  Department.  A  Question  was 
put  to  the  Government  as  to  these 
sorters  being  allowed  risk  money;  but 
I  do  not  remember  the  exact  terms  of 
the  answer  received.  I  have  been  in- 
formed since,  however,  that  the  second 
class  of  sorters  are  employed,  and  that, 
the  work  involving  risks,  circumstances 
have  occurred  which  have  rendered  the 
imposition  of  penalties  necessary,  and 
that  these  penalties  have  been  inflicted 
without  the  sorters  having  received  extra 
risk  money.  If  that  is  so — and  I  am 
informed  that  it  is  the  fact — I  hope 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Postmaster 
General  will  look  into  the  matter,  and 
will  see  that  those  who  are  employed  on 
this  extra  duty  will  be  properly  remune- 
rated. This,  however,  is  only  by  the  way, 
and  with  reference  to  the  risk  money  of 
the  sorters.  As  to  the  general  question 
of  promotion,  I  would  like  to  place  be- 
fore the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  com- 
plaint of  another  body  of  servants  in 
the  Post  Office — namely,  the  porters,  of 
whom  I  think  there  are  about  300  in 
the  General  Post  Office.  I  do  not  know 
whether  a  Memorial  has  been  actually 
placed  before  the  Koyal  Commission 
which  has  been  sitting  or  not ;  but,  at 
any  rate,  I  have  been  asked  to  place 
the  complaint  of  these  people  before  the 
Committee  in  connection  with  this  matter. 
What  they  ask  is  that  the  barrier  at 
present  existing  between  their  class  and 
other  classes  for  promotion  to  the  minor 
establishment  may  be  removed,  and 
that  they  may  be  made  eligible  for  ex- 
amination for  admission  into  the  depart- 
ment, especially  in  the  position  of  second- 
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class  sorters.  This  question  of  the 
porters  therefore  hangs  together  with 
the  question  of  the  second-class  sorters 
to  which  I  have  just  called  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman's  attention.  I  am  glad  to  be 
able  to  place  the  matter  before  the 
attention  of  the  Committee,  because  it  is 
quite  clear  that  the  efficiency  of  the 
service  will  be  materially  improved  by 
giving  reasonable  facilities  and  oppor- 
tunities of  obtaining  promotion  to  all 
the  servants  of  the  Post  Office,  from  the 
lowest  class  up  to  the  highest.  If  you 
can  promote  or  give  facilities  for  the 
promotion  of  porters  to  the  position  of 
second-class  sorters  and  can  give  the 
second-class  sorters  what  they  justly  ask 
for,  you  will  get  increased  zeal  on  the 
part  of  those  officials  ;  you  will  get  more 
work  out  of  them  and  will  have  the  work 
done  much  better.  The  porters  on  whose 
behalf  I  am  now  speaking  make  the  re- 
mark that  in  asking  that  they  should  be 
permitted  the  chance  of  promotion,  they 
do  so  with  the  full  knowledge  and  belief 
that  there  are  many  amongst  them  who 
by  education  and  ability  are  capable  of 
attaining  to  higher  posts  in  the  Post 
Office ;  but  are  deprived  of  the  possi- 
bility through  no  fault  of  their  own. 
They  say  that -there  are  several  duties 
connected  with  their  division  such  as 
loading  and  unloading  mails  which  could 
be  efficiently  discharged  by  foremen 
and  their  dass  as  they  are  discharged  at 
present  by  second-class  sorters.  I  think 
that  it  is  a  very  reasonable  repesentation 
to  make.  It  appears  that  there  are  at  the 
present  moment  second-class  sorters  en- 

faged  in  performing  the  work  of  porters, 
think  my  appeal  for  opportunities  for 
promotion  for  these  two  classes  of 
servants  altogether  is  a  most  reasonable 
appeal.  The  class  of  public  servants  for 
whom  I  plead  as  I  have  already  pointed 
out  is  a  most  deserving  class,  and  one 
whose  interests  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  not  be  wise  in  the  interests  of 
the  Public  Service  to  overlook.    Another 

{)oint  the  porters  desire  to  have  stress 
aid  upon  is  that  their  wages  instead  of 
rising  Is.  per  annum,  should  increase 
at  the  rate  of  Is,  6d.  per  annum  up  to 
30«.  per  week.  They  have  a  grievance 
in  this  respect  which  they  desire  to  have 
removed.  They  entered  the  service  as 
adults  having  passed  examinations,  and 
having  undergone  a  severe  scrutiny  as 
to  their  character  and  the  previous 
services  they  might  have  been  engaged 
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in,  and  yet  they  have  to  wait  no  less  than 
1 2years,  accordingto  the  present  arrange- 
ment, before  they  reach  the  maximum  of 
their  wages,  and  obtain  the  salary  that 
the  Nation  considers  sufficient  for  com- 
petent porters.      These  men  also  ask 
that  their  period  of  attendance  should 
be  eight  hours  for  day  duty  and  seven 
hours  for  night  duty,  thus  making  the 
hours  of  attendance  uniform  through  all 
the  grades  of  the  minor  establishment. 
These  are  matters  which  are  not  im- 
mediately connected  to  the  question  of 
promotion  that  I  have  ventured  to  place 
before  the  Committee,  but  I  think  they 
are  questions  which  affect  the  efficiency 
of  the   Public  Service  generally,   that 
efficiency  depending  in  a  large  measure 
on  the  zeal  with   which    the  different 
services  perform  their   duties.      From 
this  point  of  view,  it  is  very  desirable 
that  all  questions  of  grievances  which 
are    brought     before    the    Postmaster 
Genered     in  this    Committee    for    the 
reason  that  there  are  no  other  channels 
through  which  these  subjects  can    be 
brought  substantially  before  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  should  receive  adequate 
consideration.     A  considerable  part  of 
the  grievance  of  the  porters  is  with  re- 
gard to  this  question  of  hours.      Their 
hours   of  attendance  are  now  from  4 
o'clock  in  the  morning  until  9,  and  from 
4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  until  8  in  the 
evening,  and  during  the  whole  of   this 
time   they   are    employed   without   the 
slighest  interval  for  refreshment.     The 
porters  ask  that  their  hours  should  be 
made  similar  to  the  hours  of  attendance 
of  first  and  second  class  sorters,  which  are 
in  the  day  from  4  o'clock  in  the  morning 
until  half-past  7,  and  from  a  quarter-past 
4  in  the  aitemoon  until  8  o'clock  in  the 
evening.     If  they  are   employed    after 
half-past  7  they  receive  6d,  an  hour  extra. 
The  hours  of  attendance  for  porters  in  the 
newspaper  branch  are  the  same  ;   but  if 
these  men  have  to  stay  beyond  half- past 
7  o'clock  they  do  so  without  extra  pay, 
so  that  they  have  longer  hours    of  at- 
tendance  and  receive  smaller  pity  than 
any  other  class.     There  is  no  distinction, 
as  I  am  informed,  existing  between,  the 
sorter  and  the  porter  class,  either  in  day 
or  night  duty,  therefore,  I  think   one 
may  fairly  say  that  the  claim    of    the 
porter  class  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion may  be  fairly  taken  into   axxx>ixnt. 
These,    Sir,   are  one  or   two      in  altera 
connected  with  the  working  of  the  Pos^ 
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Office  Department,  and  relating  to  the 
Mrrants  who  are  of  an  hambler  position 
than  many  others  whose  g^ieranoes  are 
more    oonstantlj    brought    before    the 
public    notice,    to  which  I    desire    to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.    The  matters  I  have  dealt 
with  maj  seem  trivial  to  the  Members  of 
this  House ;  but  I  am  quite  sure  that  if 
a  good  case  can  be  made  out — as  I 
think  I  hare  made  out  a  good  case  in 
coaneotion  with  these  servants  to  whom 
I  have  referred — I  think  if  the  Oovem- 
ment  can  give    these    people    greater 
hopes  of  increased  reward  for  greater 
seal  and  energy,  and  if  the  attention  of 
the  Oovemment  is  devoted  to  this  case, 
the  time  I  have  taken  in  placing  these 
grievances  before  the   Committee  will 
not   have  been   lost.     I  can  only  say 
that,   so    far    as    I    am    concerned,   I 
have  taken  these  matters  up  and  placed 
them  before  the  Committee  simply  be- 
eaose  I  have  been  appealed  to  by  the 
servants    of    the    Post  Office,   and  be- 
cause I  had  ascertained  before  rising 
that  no  one  else  had  said  a  word  in  their 
favour.     I  will  here  leave  the  matter, 
only  asking  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Postmaster  General,  in  respect 
of  these  grievances — ^these  substantial 
grievances,  as]  I  think  them— of  second- 
dass  sorters,  and  of  Post  Office  porters, 
irbo  are  all  most  deserving  public  ser- 
Tants,  and  also  as  to  the  stopping  of  the 
up-mail  at  Camborne,  will  be  so  kind  as 
to  give  the  points  I  have  placed  be- 
fore him  8ome  attention  and  considera- 
tioa. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  :  I  de- 
sire to  call  attention  to  a  matter  in  con- 
nection with  the  administration  of  the 
Post  Office;  and  also  to  allude  to  a 
statement  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Central  Brad- 
ford (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  in  reference  to 
an  attack  made  by  me  on  the  permanent 
head  of  the  Post  Office.  I  maintain 
that  there  were  very  good  grounds  for 
that  attack 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present ;  Committee  counted,  and 
40  Members  being  found  present. 

Ma-  HENNIKER  HEATON  :  I  was 
saying,  when  interrupted  by  the  count- 
ing of  the  Committee,  that  I  desired  to 
draw  attention  to  a  statement  made  by 
tbe  r%ht  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Central  Bradford,  who  concluded  his 
speech  bysajiog  that  a  statement  I  had 
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made  with  regard  to  the  action  of  the 
permanent  head  of  the  Post  Office  was 
not  to  be  relied  on. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVEE :  I  merely 
wish  to  say  that  I  contravened  the 
charge  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Canterbury  (Mr.  Henniker  Heaton) 
against  Mr.  Blackwood,  the  Secretary  to 
the  Post  Office,  of  general  obstruction  in 
the  business  of  that  Department. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON:  The 
charge  I  made  against  Mr.  Blackwood 
was  this — that,  kuowing  the  Postmaster 
General  was  taking  a  course  which  was 
strongly  opposed  to  the  views  of  the 
autocrat  of  the  Post  Office,  Mr.  Black- 
wood, acting  upon  an  unexplained  griev- 
ance, took  a  course  which  led  the  officials 
connected  with  him  to  present  him  with 
an  address  of  sympathy ;  that  he  had 
that  address  in  his  possession  for  some 
time,  and  made  it  known  to  the  Press. 
I  say  that  such  conduct  ought  not 
to  be  tolerated,  in  face  of  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Blackwood  appealed  to  a  large 
number  of  Members  of  this  House 
against  the  Postmaster  General.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Centred  Bradford  is  not  justified  in 
saying  that  my  statement  is  not  to  be 
reUed  on  ;  and  if  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral will  consent  to  an  inquiry  being  held 
into  the  matter  1  shall  be  prepared  to 
prove  all  that  I  have  stated. 

CoLONBL  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) : 
There  is  one  matter  to  which  I  should 
like,  very  briefly,  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  Postmaster  General ;  and  my 
reason  for  introducing  the  subject  now 
is  that  I  find  that  the  only  way  of  getting 
these  details  attended  to  is  by  bringing 
them  forward  when  the  House  is  in 
Committee  ;  but,  although  a  good  many 
Postmasters  General  have  expressed  a 
certain  amount  of  sympathy  with  me,  I 
have  not  hitherto  derived  much  advan- 
tage from  my  action.  On  page  91  of 
the  Estimate  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
very  first  of  the  railways  mentioned  in 
Ireland  is  that  from  Athenry  to  Tuam. 
What  I  wish  to  point  out  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Postmaster  General 
is  that  the  Department  over  which  he 
presides  is  spending  a  considerable  sum 
of  money — something  like  £182  a-day — 
for  the  day  and  night  service,  the  day 
service  being  performed  by  rail  and  the 
night  service  by  car.  If  the  Postmaster 
General  could  only  infuse  into  the  Irish 
Post  Office  officials  a  little  of  the  energy 
with  whidi  he  is  endowed  they  would 
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be  able  to  get  the  Eailway  Company  to 
ran  a  train  at  night,  and  at  a  very  little 
increase  on  the  present  cost  of  running 
the  mail  cars ;  and  it  would  be  a  matter 
of  great  and  important  advantage  to  the 
district  to  secure  this  change.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  only  trans- 
fer the  subsidy  from  the  oars  to  the 
trains,  we  should  then  have  Gal  way  in 
regular  mail  communication  with  London 
through  Athenry  and  Tuam,  because  a 
very  large  portion  of  the  traffic  goes  to 
Dublin,  and/ consequently,  to  England. 
I  would  suggest  that  this  matter  is 
worthy  of  consideration  on  the  part  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who,  if  he 
will  look  into  it,  will  find  that  to  make 
the  alteration  I  propose  would  entail 
only  a  very  slight  increase  in  the  pre- 
sent cost.  Of  course,  to  do  this  would 
be  a  convenience  to  passengers.  I  can- 
not for  a  moment  deny  that  such  would 
be  the  result,  and  I  know  that  the  Post- 
master General  is  not  desirous  of  sub- 
sidizing passenger  trains ;  but  in  many 
parts  of  Ireland  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  these  things  must  go  together. 
I  would  also  suggest  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  establish  a  cross- 
country post  between  North  Galway  and 
South  Galway.  It  would  not  be  a  very 
difficult  thing  to  do  this.  There  are  a 
very  large  number  of  letters  that  have 
at  present  to  go  round  by  Athlone, 
which  is  a  very  long  distance— over  100 
miles — ^and  they  might  with  great  ad- 
vantage be  sent  across  country,  some  10 
or  12  miles  only,  instead  of  having  to 
make  so  wide  a  detour.  The  expense  of 
running  a  car  to  make  the  cross  country 
communication  would  be  very  trifling, 
and  the  advantage  to  the  whole  district 
would  be  very  considerable. 

Mr.  PIGKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.):  I  desire,  very  briefly,  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  a 
matter  in  connection  with  the  cost  of 
the  medical  department  of  the  Post 
Office.  That  is  a  very  expensive  de- 
partment, and  the  items  in  connection 
with  it  will  be  found  on  page  64  of  the 
Estimates.  There  are  the  chief  medical 
officer,  with  a  maximum  salary  of 
£1,000;  a  second  medical  officer,  with 
a  maximum  of  £600 ;  another  with  a 
maximum  of  £300,  and  also  a  female 
medical  officer  with  a  maximum  of  £450, 
an  assistant  to  the  medical  officer  with 
£100,  and  a  dispensing  assistant  with 
£J80.     There  are  other  items  which 
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bring  up  the  total  cost  of  this  Depart- 
ment  to  the  very  large  sum  of  £2,878. 
The  Committee  ought  to  bear  in  mind 
that  this  is  not  the  total  cost  of  the 
medical  supervision  at  the  whole  of  the 
Metropolitan  post  offices,  but  merely  the 
cost  of  the  staff  employed  at  the  General 
Post  Office,  together  with  the  Central 
Telegraph  Office.     My  main  object  in 
bringing  this  matter  forward  is  to  draw 
attention  to  one  item  of  the  cost  of  the 
Department — namely,  that  which  comes 
under  the  head  of  *' Substitutes,"  and 
is  stated  at  £100.   .1  called  attention  to 
this  point  last  year,  but  at  that  time  I 
was  precluded  from  moving  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Vote,  as  I  intend  to  do  on 
the  present  occasion.    I  would  ask  the 
Committee  to  consider  for  what  purpose 
this  item  is  created.    An  explanation  of 
it  was  furnished  by  the  Postmaster  G^ 
neral  when  the  matter  was  referred  to 
last  year.    He  stated  that  the  object  of 
this  item  of  £100  is  the  payment  of 
substitutes  for  the  medical  officers  while 
they  are  away  on  their  annual  leave. 
But  the  privilege  of  an  annual  holiday 
is  not  confined  to  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  Post  Office,  and  in  all  such 
cases  the  established  practice  of   the 
Service  is  well  known.     When  an  officer 
is  away  on  his  annual  leave  it  is  not 
usual  to  bring  in  a  stranger  to  perform 
his   duties;   the  custom  is  that   they 
should  be  discharged  by  his  colleagues. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  meedog 
an  objection  to  the  Vote,  stated  that  the 
shortness  of  the  medical  staff  did  not 
prevent  the  employh  falling  ill ;  but  a 
reply  of  that  kind  would  equally  apply 
to  the  other  departments  in  which  the 
work  does  not  stand  still,  simply  beoauae 
some  of  the  officers  happen  to  be  away 
on  their  annual  leave.    I  believe  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Postmaster 
General  also  stated  that  there  was  an 
exceptional  amount  of   illness   during 
the  spring  and  summer  of  the  year  re- 
ferred to  in    the  debate   I  speak    of, 
during  which  it  may  be  presumed  those 
gentlemen  would  take  their  vacation.     I 
do  not  think  there  is  very  much  in  that 
point.    Every  season  of  the  year  brings 
its  peculiar  ailments;   and  even    sup- 
posing there  was  an  exceptional  amount 
of  illness  among  those  employed  at  the 
Post  Office  that,  I  think,  is  fctr   more 
than  counterbalanced  by  the  facst  that 
during  the  spring  and  summer  xnontha 
a  large  number  of  the  officers 
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on  their  annual  leave,  and  are,  conse- 
quently,  removed  from  the  Poet  Office 
medical  supervision.     I  object  to  this 
item,  in  the  first  place,  because  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  as  unnecessary,  as  it  cer- 
tainly is  an  anomalous  item;    and  I 
object  to  it,  in  the  second  place,  because 
it  is  the  means  of  introducing  into  the 
Public  Service  strangers  who  are  to  be 
casually  employed,  and  over  whom  the 
Department  cannot  possibly  have  any 
hud  of  effective   control,  and  invests 
those  strangers  with  very  large  powers 
involving  not  only  the  comfort  and  the 
health  of  the  established  servants  of  the 
Chrown,  but,  as  I  have  shown  on  a  pre- 
Fi'oua  occasion,  the  very  lives  of  those 
individuals.      I  do  not  at  the  present 
moment  wish  to  do  more  than  refer  in 
passing  to  a  death  under  very  painful 
circumstances,  to  which  I  drew  parti- 
oolar  attention  last  year.    I  have  also 
shown  that  one  of  these  strangers,  as  I 
call  them,  who  are  thus  casually  em- 
ployed, was  last  year  guilty  of  what  I 
think  the  House  agreed  with  me  was 
AD  act  of  oppression  towards  an  estab- 
lished servant  of  the  Crown,  of  long 
standing  and  high  character,  by  com- 
pelling him  to  resume  his  duty  in  spite 
of  his  strenuous  protest   that  he  was 
unfit  to  do  so.     There  is  also  another 
aspect  of  this  question.     I  think  we  may 
i^gard  it  from  a  financial  point  of  view. 
I  elicited  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Postmaster  General  last  year 
that  when  the  medical  officer  was  away 
for  five  weeks  the  gentleman  who  per- 
formed his  functions  was  paid  at  the 
rate  of  £3  3s.  a-week,  so  that  we  have 
this  anomalous  state    of   things — that 
we  are   paying  a  salary  of  £3  3«.  a- 
week  only  for  the  discharge  of  duties 
which  are  ordinarily  paid  for   at  the 
rate   of   eomething    like    £1,000    per 
annum.     I  can  hardly  see  how  the  Post- 
master Qeneral  can  avoid  being  impaled 
on  one  or   other  of  die  horns  of  this 
dilemma.       Either  the  Medical  Super- 
intendent of  the  Post  Office  is  extrava- 
gantly overpaid,  or  the  casual  professional 
gentleman  who  Is  called  in  to  supply  his 

J  lace  is  very  much  underpaid.  I  had 
oped  that  this  item  might  have  dis- 
appeared from  the  Estimates  of  the  pre- 
sent year ;  but  I  was  too  sanguine,  for 
I  find  it  re-appears.  I  will,  therefore, 
move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  the 
som  of  £100  on  the  grounds  I  have 
■tated  to  the  Committee— namely,  that  it 
is  an  anneceBsaxy   and  anomalous  ex- 


penditure ;  that  it  introduces  into  the 
service  of  the  Department  strangers  over 
whom  there  cannot  be  the  same  efiective 
control  which  is  exercised  in  the  case  of 
the  established  officers,  and  invests  those 
strangers  with  powers  which  may  be 
used  for  the  oppression  of  valued  servants 
of  the  Crown. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*<  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £4,820,670, 
be  granted  for  the  said  Services." — {Mr. 
Picker egilL) 

Mb.  EAIKES  :  I  hope  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Bethnal  Green 
(Mr.  Pickersgill),  who  has  proposed  this 
Amendment,  will  not  put  the  Committee 
to  the  trouble  of  taking  a  Division  upon 
it.  The  matter  to  which  he  refers  was 
brought  before  the  House  last  year,  and 
I  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  I  then 
stated.  I  believe  the  House  was  then 
satisfied  that  the  provision  referred  to 
had  been  found  to  be  adequate  for  the 
duties  of  the  medical  officer  in  the  ab- 
sence of  that  functionary  ;  and  although 
the  sum  set  down  for  the  purpose  seems 
very  small — as  to  which  matter  I  am 
quite  in  agreement  with  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman— I  would  point  out  that  the  prin- 
cipal medical  officer  of  the  Post  Office  is 
an  old  public  servant,  who,  no  doubt, 
could  have  secured  outside  the  Depart- 
ment an  income  larger  than  his  official 
salary.  The  hon.  Gentleman  does  not 
question  the  amount  of  the  salary  paid 
to  the  medical  officers,  and  he  can  hardly 
quarrel  with  the  sum  paid  to  the  substi- 
tute for  being  too  small.  He  will  re- 
member that  last  year  I  answered  his 
statement  with  regard  to  the  death  to 
which  he  has  referred,  and  I  am  sorry 
that  that  unfortunate  occurrence  has 
been  remembered  and  brought  up  again. 
I  can  only  say  that  I  cannot  see  any 
reason  for  departing  from  the  practice 
which  has  been  pursued  hitherto,  and  I 
trust  the  hon.  Gentleman  wiU  see  the 
propriety  of  not  persisting  in  his  Amend- 
ment. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  I  hope  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Postmaster  General 
will  favour  me  with  a  reply  to  my  ques- 
tion with  regard  to  the  establishment  of 
a  night  mail  train  to  Athenry  and  a 
cross-country  service  between  North  and 
South  Galway. 

Mb.  EAIKES:  I  will  answer  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  after  we  have 
dealt  with  the  Amendment. 

Question  put. 
2  P  2 
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The  Oommittee  divuhd  .'-^Ayes  81; 
Noes  111  :  Majority  80.— (Div.  List, 
No.  185.)  [9.55  P.M.] 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb,  BAIKES  :  I  only  wish  to  say 
one  word  before  the  Question  is  put.  In 
reply  to  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Inyemess-shire  (Mr.  Fraser-Maokin- 
tosh)  I  will  say  I  am  conversant  with 
the  fact  he  has  stated,  and  I  shall  be 
▼ery  glad  to  consider  what  he  has  said. 
At  the  same  time,  it  must  not  be  assumed 
that  I  make  any  promise  to  take  any 
particular  action.  With  regard  to  what 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Cork  (Dr.  Tanner)  has  said,  I  should  be 
very  glad  if  he  will  furnish  me  with  some 
representation  from  the  locality  dealing 
with  the  matters  he  alluded  to.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Elgin  and 
Nairn  (Mr.  Ajiderson)  has  raised  a  ques- 
tion which  has  been  already  carefully 
considered  by  the  Post  Office,  and  I 
will  imdertake  to  do  my  best  to  meet 
his  views.  As  to  the  point  raised 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  North-West  Cornwall  (Mr.  Cony- 
beare),  I  must  say  that  I  shall  be 
extremely  glad  to  co-operate  with  the 
Great  Western  Bailway  Company,  if 
it  is  possible  to  devise  a  method  of  in- 
creasing the  convenience  of  the  people 
of  Camborne  without  delaying  the  trains. 
But  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  aware  that 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  Camborne 
are  somewhat  antagonistic  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  of  Penzance.  It  is 
impossible  to  suit  the  people  of  Cam- 
borne without  injuring  the  people  of 
Penzance,  unless  the  Great  Western 
Bailway  Company  will  accelerate  the 
trains.  If  they  are  prepared  to  do  that 
the  matter  can  be  easily  dealt  with. 
With  regard  to  the  second-class  porters 
and  sorters,  I  may  say  that  the  matter 
has  already  been  considered ;  but  I  will 
look  into  it  again.  As  to  the  point 
raised  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  North  Galway 
(Colonel  Nolan),  I  will  confer  with  my 
advisers  and  see  what  can  be  done.  I 
think  these  remarks  cover  all  the  obser- 
vations which  have  been  made,  and  I 
trust  the  Committee  will  now  be  able  to 
give  us  the  Vote. 

Mb.  J.  BOWLANDS  (Finsbury,  E.)  : 
I  should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  a  Memorial 
which  has  been  for  some  considerable 


time  under  the  consideration  of  his  De- 
partment. It  was  presented  by  the 
London  officials,  who  desire  to  be  placed 
on  the  same  condition  with  regard  to 
holidays  as  the  officials  holding  similar 
rank  in  the  large  Provincial  towns.  The 
officials  of  a  given  rank  in  Dublin,  Edin- 
burgh, and  in  all  the  large  Provincial 
towns  have  three  weeks'  instead  of  a 
fortnight's  holiday  which  the  London 
officials  have.  The  employh  in  the 
London  Department  have  memorialized 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  they  may 
be  placed  under  the  same  conditions  as 
the  officials  in  the  places  I  have  named. 
So  far,  the  memorialists  have  not  re- 
ceived any  answer  to  their  Memorial.  It 
will  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  I  have  on  more  than  one 
occasion  asked  questions  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  the  hope  that  an 
answer  might  be  made  to  the  Memorial. 
I  trust  sincerely  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  be  able  to  promise  us  this 
evening  that  these  Government  servants 
shall  be  placed  in  the  same  position  as 
their  Provincial  brethren.  It  is  admitted 
on  all  hands  that  they  have  quite  as 
g^eat  and  important  duties  to  perform ; 
and,  therefore,  it  is  hard  that  they 
should  only  receive  a  fortnight's  holi- 
day, while  others  in  the  like  position 
receive  three  weeks'  holiday. 

Mr.  BAIKES  :  The  matter  is  under 
consideration,  and  I  will  undertake  that 
an  answer  shall  be  sent  to  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman as  soon  as  possible. 

Mb.  J.  BOWLANDS :  Will  the  rieht 
hon.  Gentleman  promise  to  answer  early? 
It  is  important  that  he  should  do  so,  be- 
cause the  holidays  are  now  taking  place. 

J>^.  TANNEB  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :    I 
can  only  say,  with  reference  to  the  subject 
I  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Postmaster  General, 
that  I  tried  to  put  the  matter  I  raised  as 
fairly  as  I  could.  There  are  a  great  many 
people  in  the  South  of  Ireland  who  get 
a  letter,  say,  in  the  afternoon,  and  can- 
not answer  it  for  a  couple  of  days.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  by  casting  his  eye 
over  page  57,  will  see  that  in  Ireland 
there  are  two  methods  of   convejing 
mails— one  is  by  rail,  and  the  other  by 
road.    Surely,  when  yon  hare  got  the 
option     of     choosing    between      theee 
methods,  the  right  hon.  Geotleman  is 
called  upon  to  choose  that  which  con- 
tributes most  to  the  public  oonv^enieneoi. 
I  think  I  put  it  deany  that  in  the 
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room  district  there  is  a  railway,  but  that 
the  Post  Office  persist  in  carrying  mails 
by  an  ordinary  car,  across  the  moun- 
tains,  into  Cork.     The  Eailway  Com- 
pany is  perfectly  willing  to  transmit  the 
mails ;  and,  therefore,  I  cannot  possibly 
aoderstand  why  the  Government  per- 
sist in  continuing  the  present  system. 
Then,  again,  I  tried  as  well  as  I  could, 
in  my  humble  way,  to  put  before  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  another  substan- 
tial; grievance,  and  that  is  that  the 
people  in  Cork  and  the  South  of  Ire- 
land who  travel  by  the  night  mail  train 
are  really  required  to  waste  three  hours 
in  Dublin.      Why  not,   at  any  rate, 
confer  a  boon  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
the  South  of  Ireland  by  postponing  the 
departure  of  the  mail    for    one  hour 
at  least  ?    I  ask  that  something  shall 
be  done   in  this  matter  in  the  name 
of  common  sense,  and  in  the  name  of 
right    I  hope,  before  we  pass  this  Vote, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  give  me 
some  solid  assurances  that  the  subject  of 
the  conveyance  of  mails  by  road  from 
Macroom  will  be  seen  into,  otherwise  it 
will  be  my  painful  duty  to  move  the  re- 
duction of  the  Vote  by  the  sum  of  £300, 
which  is  set  down  for  the  conveyance  of 
mails  from  Macroom. 

Mb.  EAIKES  :  I  think  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman cannot  have  been  in  the  House 
when  I  made  my  reply.     [Dr.  Tanner  : 
Yes ;  I  was.]     Then  he  could  not  have 
understood  what  I  said.    I  asked  that 
he  would  furnish  me  with  some  memo- 
randum upon  the  subject.     It  is  impos- 
n'ble  to  make  an  inquiry  into  a  matter  of 
this  Bort   unless  I  have  some  written 
statement.    If  the  hon.  Gentleman  will 
be  kind  enough  to  furnish  me  with  such 
a  statement,  I  shall  be  most  happy  to 
make  all  inquiry. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(2.)    £509,811,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  Post  OflBce  Packet  Service. 

"Ma.   HENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) :  I  cannot  allow  this  Vote  to 
^•a  without  some  explanation  from  the 
Po«tiaaaater  General.    As  a  preliminary 
WKjuiiy,  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
It  U  proposed  to  reduce  the  rates  of  the 
Fo«tage  to  India,  and  also  to  China  ? 
^xPOSTMLASTER  GENERAL  (Mr. 
»)  (Cambridge  University) :  The 
for  the  Packet  Service   is,    no 
^  one  of  vei7  great  importance, 
'*  gwftt  public  interest;  but  it  so 


happens  this  year  that  the  great  majority 
of  the  questions  raised  by  it  will  be  more 
conveniently  discussed  upon  the  new 
contracts  which  have  been  negotiated  by 
the  Government  for  the  conveyance  of 
particular  mails.  All  these  contracts  are, 
or  will  soon  be,  on  the  Table  of  the 
House;  and  I  presume  that  the  more 
convenient  course  for  the  House  will  be 
to  discuss  each  of  these  questions  sepa- 
rately on  its  own  merits,  when  the  occa- 
sion arises.  The  question  of  the  India 
and  China  Mails,  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  has  just  referred,  stands  on  the 
Paper  for  to-ni^ht ;  and  it  will  be  taken 
to-night,  if  reached  at  a  convenient  hour, 
and  if  not  to-night,  at  all  events  on  an 
early  day.  As  to  the  American  Con- 
tract, I  believe  my  hon.  Friend  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  has 
given  Notice  that  the  discussion  shall  be 
taken  on  an  early  day.  The  Australian 
Mail  Contract  is  not  yet  concluded ;  there- 
fore it  would  be  extremely  undesirable  if 
the  negotiations  now  proceeding  between 
the  Government  and  the  Companies  were 
to  be  jeopardized  by  a  premature  dis- 
cussion. It  would  be  difficult  for  me 
to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  question 
at  this  time.  As  the  hon.  Gentleman 
takes  great  interest  in  the  question,  and 
as  the  Committee  will  be  glad  to  have  a 
general  view  of  the  matter,  I  may,  per- 
haps, just  say  this  much — that  I  hope 
and  believe  that  the  reduction  in  the 
cost  of  the  Mail  Service  of  this  country  to 
distant  places,  which  is  shown  in  the 
Estimates  of  this  House,  will  be  a  very 
much  larger  reduction  in  the  Estimates 
of  years  to  come.  The  reduction  which 
we  hope  to  secure  by  the  India  and 
China  Contract  amounts  altogether  to  no 
less  than  £107,000  a-year.  The  reduc- 
tion which  we  hope  to  secure  by  the 
American  Mail  Contract  amounts  to  no 
less  than  £20,000  a-year;  and  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  that  a  similar  reduction 
may  be  effected  by  the  Australian  Mail 
Contract ;  but  as  to  that  I  am  not  in  a 
position  at  this  moment  to  give  a  definite 
opinion.  I  think  the  Committee  may 
naturally  wish  to  express  its  opinion 
upon  the  policy  of  these  contracts ;  but 
I  hardly  think  that  this  evening  any 
good  purpose  can  be  served  by  a  desul- 
tory debate,  as  a  sort  of  preliminary 
canter  before  the  question  comes  on  to 
be  seriously  discussed.  When  we  come 
to  discuss  these  matters,  I  trust  I  shall 
be  able  to  show  that  a  very  great  and 
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permanent  saving  lias  been  made  in  this 
great  branch  of  expenditure ;  and  I  trust 
that,  instead  of  there  being  any  sacrifice 
of  efficiency,  the  Service  will  be  more 
efficient  in  the  future. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

<*  That  a  sam,  not  exceeding  £1,500,248,  be 
g^nted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1888,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Working  Expenses  of  the  Post  Office 
Telegraph  Sernce.** 

Dr.  OAMEEON  (Glasgow,  College)  : 
Beference  was  made  earlier  in  the  even- 
ing to  the  unremunerative  nature  of  the 
Postal  Telegraph  Service.     Well,  as  I 
said,  I  do  not  imagine  the  Telegraph  Ser- 
vice is  60  unremunerative  as  is  genersdly 
believed.    In  the  first  place,  there  are 
large    sums   charged    against   revenue 
which  should  be  properly  placed  against 
capital.     In  former  days,  when  a  com- 
mercial balance  sheet  was  issued  by  the 
Post  Office  Authorities,  there  was  a  con- 
siderable surplus  shown.     Upon  the  in- 
troduction   of  the  6(f.  telegram  it  was 
contemplated    that    the  diminution  in 
the  price  would  cause  a  falling-off  of 
revenue;  but  I  am  extremely  glad  to 
learn,   by  the  statement    made  at    an 
earlier  portion   of  the  Session  by  the 
Postmaster  General,  that  the  anticipations 
of  the  Postal   Authorities  with   regard 
to  the  falling  off  have  proved  to  be  ex- 
aggerated, and  that  the  result  of  the 
last  year  exceeded  the  Estimate  by  no 
less  than  £100,000,  and  that  not  with- 
standing  the  fact  that  the  messages  were 
shorter  than  it  was  estimated  they  would 
be.     But  I  think  it  is  of  very  little  use 
to  indulge  in  pessimistic  cavilling  about 
account  keeping.  It  is  impossible  to  tell 
the  exact  cost  of  the  Telegraphic  Service, 
because  the  percentage   of  postal  ex- 
penses placed  against  that  Service  is, 
and  must  be,  a  purely  arbitrary  one.     I 
rose  particularly  to  point  out  an  item  in 
which  a  practical  economy  to  a  consider- 
able amount  may  be  effected.  This  Vote 
contains,  under  the  Sub-head  0,  an  item 
of  £68,300  for  the  maintenance  of  tele- 
graph wires  by  Hallway  Companies,  an 
item  of  £8,700  for  works  carried  out  by 
Bailway  Companies  and  others,  charge- 
able to  maintenance,  &c.,  and  an  item  of 
£'29,900  for  compensation   to  Eailway 
Companies  for  surrender  of  their  rever- 
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sionary  interest  in  telegraph  business, 
including    way-leaves,  pole    rents,  &c. 
Now,  Sir,  reference  was  made  earlier 
this  evening  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (Mr.  Goschen)  to  the  extra- 
vagant nature  of  the  bargain  made  when 
the  telegraphs  were  taken  over  by  the 
State.     That  extravagance  extended  to 
the  bargain  made  with  the  Bailway  Com- 
panies.   The  Railway  Companies  were 
given,  by  way  of  a  nolatium,  a  heavy 
price  for  way-leave.     It  figures  here  as 
£29,000.    I  believe  they  are  paid  way- 
leave  at  the  rate  of  something  like  £1 
per  mile.     They  are  entrusted  with  the 
duty  of  maintaining  the  wires ;  bat  the 
telegraph  officials  state  that  the  payment 
to  the  Bailway  Companies  is  largely  in 
excess  of  the  rate  at  which  they  are  able 
to  maintain  the  telegraph  wires  that  are 
entrusted  to  them  for  maintenance.  Now, 
of  course,  a  bargain  is  a  bargain,  and  I 
do  not  propose  we  should  confiscate  the 
bargain  entered  into  with  the  Railway 
Companies;  but  I  think  that  when  a 
Railway  Company  comes  to  this  House, 
demanding  further  concessions  and  fresh 
monopolies,  demanding  the  right  to  ex- 
tend its  line  and  so  forth,  we  might 
fairly  say  as  a  condition  of  granting  it  a 
new   monopoly — **We  insist  upon  you 
revising  your  bargain  with  the  country 
with    regard    to    the    way-leaves  for 
telegraph   wires,    and   with  regard    to 
the  maintenance   of   these   wires/'     I 
have  risen  for  the  purpose  of  suggest- 
ing to  the  right  hon.    Gentleman  the 
Postmaster  General    whether  it  would 
not  be  worth  his  while,  at  a  time  when 
he  is  contemplating  economies,   to    in- 
quire into  the  amount  of  waste  incurred 
through  these  extravagant  arrangements 
with  the  Railway  Companies ;  whether 
it  would  not  be  worth  his  while  to  look 
minutely  into  the  cost  of  maintaining 
telegraph  wires  through  the  agency  of 
the  Railway  Companies,  as  contrasted 
with    the    cost    of    maintaining     them 
through  the  agency  of  the  officials  of  his 
own  Department ;  whether  it  would  not 
be  well  for  him  to  consider  the  adrisa- 
bility  of  getting  some  clause  drawn  up 
to  be  inserted  in  the  Bills  of  every  Rail- 
way   Company    which   comes    to     this 
House  for  increased  facilities,  reviain^  a 
bargain  made  with  respect  to  teleg^raphsf 
niany  years  ago?    I  think  that  would. 
violate  no  principle  of    equity.        The"^ 
bargain    was    made    when    the     B»ail*| 
way  Companies  held  the  key    to    th«J 
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position,  and  it  may  be  altered  when 
this  House  holds  the  key  to  the  Com- 
panies. I  should  be  sorry  to  repudiate 
any  bargain  made ;  but  I  think  we  may 
fairly  say,  when  these  Companies  are 
seeking  further  monopolies,  that  they 
ought,  as  a  condition  of  our  giving  them 
facilities  and  monopolies,  to  revise  their 
agreement  in  the  matter  of  these  Public 
Services 

Mb.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr): 
The  very  items  my  hon.  Friend  (Dr. 
Cameron)  has  just  called  attention  to 
are  items  I  intended  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Postmaster  General,  but  for  quite  an- 
other purpose.  For  years  past  the  ques- 
tion of  underground  wires  has  been  dis- 
cussed on  the  Estimates.  We  were  told 
that  great  progress  is  being  made ;  but 
it  seems  that  if  great  progress  is  being 
made  in  the  carrying  of  wires  under- 
ground the  actual  number  of  over-head 
wires  is  increasing.  If  a  calculation 
were  made  as  to  the  maintenance  of 
over-head  wires,  and  of  the  repairs 
necessary  owine  to  their  destruction  by 
storms,  and  so  forth,  it  would  be  found 
that  a  large  economy  would  be  effected 
if  the  wires  had  been  carried  under- 
ground. I  wish  to  know  if  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Department  to  put  all 
telegraph  wires  underground  ? 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) :  I  do  not  desire  to  enter  into 
the  question  of  the  telegraph  system  of 
this  country,  but  to  say  a  word  or  two 
with  regard  to  the  Submarine  Cable 
Service.  The  Committee  is  aware  that 
next  year  the  20  years'  monopoly  en- 
joyed bv  the  Submarine  Cable  Com- 
panies for  messages  to  the  Continent 
will  expire,  and  I  think  hon.  Members 
will  affree  with  me  that  we  ought  to  put 
an  end  to  these  monopolies,  and  that  we 
ought  to  receive  an  undertaking  from 
the  Postmaster  General  that  the  cables 
to  the  Continent  should  be  worked  by 
the  Post  Office.  I  think  it  is  quite  pos- 
sible that,  worked  by  the  Post  Office,  it 
would  be  possible  to  send  telegrams  to 
Paris  and  Germany  for  Id.  a  word. 
Foreign  Governments  are  most  anxious 
that  this  should  be  carried  out,  and  I 
trust  we  shall  receive  an  assurance  from 
the  Postmaster  General  that  he  will  not 
renew  the  contract  that  is  about  to 
expire  to  the  Submarine  Cable  Com- 
panies. There  is  one  other  point  I  wish 
to  refSsr  to— >namely,  the  extraordinary 


debt  on  the  telegraph  lines  in  this  coun- 
try. We  paid  an  enormous  sum  for  the 
telegraphs,  and  now  we  are  saddled 
with  between  £300,000  and  £400,000 
a-year  as  interest  upon  the  purchase.  I 
maintain  that  the  debt  ought  to  be 
transferred  to  the  National  Debt.  If 
that  were  done,  we  should  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  go  on  steadily  in  respect  to  the 
Telegraph  Service.  At  present  these 
are  the  only  matters  I  desire  to  call 
attention  to.  I  trust  hon.  Gentlemen 
will  support  me  in  asking  the  Postmaster 
General  for  an  undertaking  that  he  will 
not  renew  the  contract  with  the  Sub- 
marine Cable  Companies. 

Mb.  EAIKES  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Glasgow  (Dr.  Cameron) 
has  referred  to  the  relations  existing 
between  the  Railway  Companies  and 
the  Government  in  regard  to  the  tele- 
graphs. I  am  sure  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  perfectly  sincere  when  he  said 
that  a  bargain  should  be  a  bargain, 
and  that,  therefore,  it  is  practically 
not  within  the  bounds  of  equity  for  the 
House  of  Commons  to  seek  to  review 
arrangements  which  have  been  legally 
made  and  entered  into  with  the  Bailway 
Companies.  We  may  regard  the  ar- 
rangements as  not  being  as  advantage- 
ous to  the  State  as  we  could  wish,  and 
we  may  think  that  there  was  in  making 
them  something  of  the  same  lavish- 
ness  which  characterized  the  purchase 
of  the  telegraphs  themselves.  The 
Government  coiud  not,  without  a  breach 
of  equity,  attempt  to  interfere  with  the 
arrangements  existing  between  them 
and  the  Railway  Companies  in  regard 
to  the  maintenance  and  support  of  the 
telegraph  wires.  If  it  were  open  to  the 
Post  Office  at  this  moment  to  arrange 
the  matter  (U  novo,  I  should  hope  to 
make  a  much  better  bargain;  but,  as 
the  matter  stands,  there  is  little  use  in 
indulging  in  vain  regrets.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  who  spoke  from  below  the 
Gangway  (Mr.  Molloy)  went  on  to 
refer  to  underground  wires.  I  ought  to 
have  preparea  myself  with  the  actual 
figures  and  details  as  to  the  present  state 
of  our  underground  telegraph  communi- 
cation. I  have  not  done  so,  however ; 
but  at  a  future  day  I  shall  be  glad  to 
arm  myself  with  all  necessary  informa- 
tion; and  when  opportunity  arises  I 
shall  be  glad  to  give  it  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber. We  are  materially  developing  the 
underground  system ;  and  I  would  take 
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this  opportunity  of  correcting  a  popular 
misappreliension  as  to  the  overhead  tele- 
graph wires.    There  is  a  general  impres- 
sion amongst  the  puhlic  that  the  wires 
which  are  seen  overhead  in  London  he- 
long  to  the  Post  Office,  and  are  under  Go- 
vernment control.      That,  however,  is 
not  the  case.   The  numerous  wires  which 
are  seen  overhead  in  the  Metropolis  are 
mostly  the  property  of  the  Telephone 
Companies,  and  do  not  belong  to  the 
Government,  and  are  not  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Postmaster  General.    As  to 
the  development  of  the  underground 
system  throughout  the  country,  I  am 
afraid  this  House  would  not  be    pre- 
pared to  sanction  the  expenditure  which 
would  be  necessary  to  take  all  the  wires 
underground.      An    outlay    of    about 
£1,500,000    would    be    necessary  for 
establishing  the  system  throughout  the 
country,  and  considering  the  difficulties 
we  should  have  to  encounter  not  only  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  but  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  I  should 
hardly  like  to  present  so  large  an  Esti- 
mate for  the  general  substitution  of  the 
underground  for  the  overhead  system. 
The  Committee  must  not  lose  sight  of 
the  fact  that  the  overhead  system,  after 
all,  possesses  some  advantages.     Over- 
head wires  are  much  more  easily  re- 
paired, and  you  must  always  bear  in 
mind  that  it  is  possible,  if   you  have 
an    underground      system,     that    the 
ground  under  which  the  lines  run  may 
become  built  upon,  and  that  you  may 
experience  a  difficulty  in  getting  at  the 
wires  when  you  want  to.     You  never 
can  exclude  the  possibility  of  requiring 
to  carry  on  the  repairs  on  an  extensive 
scale.     However,  the  whole  matter  is 
being  carefully  looked  into,  and  I  may 
at  once  inform  the  Committee  that  the 
Department  are    certainly  of   opinion 
that,  as  regards  the  Metropolis  and  the 
larger  towns,  it  is  most  desirable  to  sub- 
stitute the  underground  for  the  over- 
head system.     I  think  hon.  Members 
and  the  public  generally  will  have  no- 
ticed the  wonderful  celerity  with  which, 
in  the  unexampled  severe  weather  we 
had  last  winter,  the  overhead  telegraph 
wires  which  were  broken  down  were  re- 
paired by  the  Telegraph  Department ; 
and  I  cannot  refer  to  this  matter  with- 
out referring  in  the  highest  terms  to  the 
assistance  received  from  the  Koyal  En- 
gineers, who  so  ably  seconded  the  efforts 
of  the  Department  in  restoring  order 
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out  of  the  chaos  which  occurred  on  that 
occasion.  In  regard  to  submarine 
cables,  the  subject  has  been  spoken  of 
as  if  there  was  a  concession  by  the  Bri- 
tish Government  to  the  Submarine 
Companies.  There  is,  however,  no 
such  concession.  The  only  concession 
which  the  Companies  have  is  from 
the  French  Government.  There  will 
be  negotiations  between  the  two  Gk>- 
vemments  —  in  fact,  negotiations  have 
already  begun  as  to  the  policy  which 
should  be  adopted  when  the  concession 
from  the  French  Government  comes  to  a 
natural  end ;  but  I  trust  the  Committee 
will  not  press  for  any  more  positive 
statement  as  to  what  the  policy  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  be.  It  will 
be  evident  to  the  Committee  that  in 
dealings  of  this  kind  with  the  French 
Government  Her  Majesty's  Advisers 
should  have  a  free  hand,  and  that 
we  should  not  be  hampered  by  declara- 
tions made  here  which  would  be  laid 
hold  of  out-of-doors.  The  country,  I 
think,  fully  recognizes  the  paramount 
importance  of  the  Government  retaining 
control  and  command  over  the  tele- 
graphic means  of  communication  be- 
tween this  country  and  the  Continent, 
and  I  think  the  Committee  will  remain 
satisfied  that  nothing  will  be  wanting 
on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Gk>vem- 
ment  in  their  negotiations  with  the 
French  Government  to  g^ve  effect  to 
that  which  we  believe  to  be  the  feelings 
of  the  public. 

D&.  CAMERON:  I  feel  somewhat 
disappointed  at  the  reply  of  the  riglit 
hon.  Gentleman  to  the  remarks  wlucli 
fell  from  me.  He  said  it  is  no  use  cry- 
ing over  spilt  milk,  and  I  quite  a^ree 
with  that.  He  says  it  is  not  proposed  to 
extract  from  the  old  Telegraph  Compa- 
nies any  portion  of  the  extravagant  sum 
that  was  paid  for  plant.  I  did  not  suggest 
anything  of  the  kind.  I  say  that  when  a 
Railway  Company  comes  to  us  and  asks 
for  fresh  advantages,  for  leave  to  extend 
its  lines,  that  we  have  a  fair  rig^ht  to 
say — **  You  must,  as  a  preliminary  to 
our  agreeing  to  consider  the  possibility 
of  granting  you  any  fresh  monopoly,  re- 
consider the  terms  of  your  bargain  ^with 
us."  It  is  a  monstrous  thing  that  we 
should  consider  ourselves  compelled  to 
pay  upwards  of  £100,000  a-year  for  I 
way-leaves  and  services  that  belong  to  I 
the  nation  as  a  matter  of  ri^ht,  and  « 
which  we  should  be    justified  in.    ^n.  i 
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forcing  as  a  condition  of  granting  new 
priyilegee.    When  the  minimum  charge 
for  a    telegram  was  la.,   of  every   U. 
handed  in  to  the  Railway  Telegraph 
Offices  Sd.  went  to  the  Railway  Com- 
pany and  only  9d.  to  the  Government. 
The    object  with    which    the    railway 
telegraph  lines  were  left  to  the  Rail- 
way Companies  was  to    enable    them 
to  regpilate  their  traffic,  and  so  long  as 
those  private  telegrams  were  confined  to 
the  regulation  of  the  traffic  no  one  could 
object  to  that  arrangement;    but  that 
prif  ilege  has  been  taken  advantage  of 
for  all  kinds  of  absurd  purposes.     For 
iostanoe,   an  official    witness  told  the 
Postal  Telegraph  Committee  of  a  certain 
Railway  Director  who  wished  to  obtain 
a  box  of  pills  from  London,  and  who 
availed  himself  of  his  privilege  to  use 
the  telegraph,  free  of  charge,  in  order  to 
effect  his  desire.    In  this  way  the  rail- 
way privilege  is  made  use  of,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  facilitating  traffic,  but  to  a 
large  extent  for  the  purpose  of  ordering 
loncheons  and  (frdering  beds  at  railway 
hotels,  and  so  forth.     And  this  right  on 
the  part  of  Railway  Companies  of  frank- 
ing  telegrams  is  not  confined  to  the 
telegraphic  system  along  the  railways, 
but   extends    all    over    the    telegraph 
system.     I  think  the  present  arrange- 
ment might  be  revised  without  injustice ; 
and  I  think  it  would  be  very  important 
that  it  should  be  revised — seeing  that 
a  saving  of  many   thousands   per  an- 
num   might     be     effected    when     the 
railways  come  to  ask  for  fresh  privi- 
leges.     All  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  do  is  to  inquire  into  and  in- 
vestigate the  relative  cost  of  the  Services, 
with  the  view  of  doing  away  with  those 
privileges  enjoyed  by  the  Railway  Com- 
panies when  they  come  here  to  ask  for 
freeh  monopolies  as  the  price  of  grant- 
ing them  these  fresh  monopolies.     [Mr. 
Baixbs    dissented.]      The    right   hon. 
Qentteman  the  Postmaster  General  does 
not  seem  to  care  about  this  idea ;  but  I 
assure  him  it  is  one  of  the  most  practical 
pieces  of  economy  that  could  be  effected 
in  connection  with  our  telegraphic  com- 
munication. An  obvious  economy  might 
be  brought  about  which  would  result  in 
cosdderable  saving.    As  the  right  hon. 
Gendeman  does  not  appear  to  appreciate 
the  sngg^eetion,  in  order  to  call  his  atten- 
tion to    the  point  more  closely  I  will 
move  the   rednction   of  the    Vote  by 
£2^,000. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
**  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,475,248, 
be  granted  for  the  said  Service." — {Dr, 
Cameron,) 

Mb.  MOLLOY  :  Must  we  wait,  Sir, 
for  this  Division  before  going  on  with 
the  general  discussion  ? 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  The  more  con- 
venient  course,  no  doubt,  would  be  to 
take  this  Division  before  proceeding 
with  the  general  discussion. 

The  Committee  divided: — ^Ayes  60; 
Noes  132:  Majority  72.— (Div.  List, 
No.  186.)  \\^Ab,  P.M.] 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEPEVRE  (Bradford, 
Central) :  Before  this  Vote  is  taken,  I 
should  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Postmaster  General  to  the  results  of 
the  adoption  of  the  ^d,  telegram.  I 
underst€md  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
a  short  time  ago  stated  that  the  result 
of  the  account  of  last  year  was  that 
there  was  a  deficit  of  £500,000.  I  pre- 
sume that  is  based  upon  the  estimate 
of  £350,000  interest  on  the  capital  ex- 
pended in  the  purchase  of  the  telegraphs 
from  the  Telegraph  Companies — on  the 
£11,000,000  or  £12,000,000  that  was 
given  for  telegraphs.  I  think  it  includes 
also  the  £100,000  or  £150,000  for  new 
plant  purchased  within  the  year,  and  for 
new  sites,  fto.  and  a  large  new  expendi- 
ture for  new  post  offices  and  telegraph 
offices  in  the  City.  I  should  like  to 
hear  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  to  say  about  this.  Then  I  should 
like  to  know  if  the  income  derived  from 
telegrams  since  the  introduction  of  the 
6(/.  telegram  has  not  been  in  excess  of 
what  it  was  anticipated  it  would  be ; 
and  whether  there  has  not  been  a 
greater  increase  in  the  net  receipts 
owing  to  the  adoption  of  the  &d,  telegram 
than  would  otherwise  have  been  the 
case  ?  If  I  am  rightly  informed,  there 
was  last  year  an  increased  receipt  from 
the  Telegraph  Service  owing  to  the 
6(/.  telegram  of  no  less  than  £100,000. 
I  wish  to  know  whether  that  is  the  fact, 
and  also  whether  a  similar  increase  is 
not  expected  for  the  current  year  ?  So 
far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  from  figures 
before  the  House,  the  finance  of  the  6i. 
teleg^m  has  turned  out  much  better 
than  was  expected ;  and  though  it  may 
be  a  long  time  before  the  Telegraph 
Service  pays  profiti  or  pays  the  interest 
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OQ  the  capital  funds,  jet  the  account  is 
much  better  than  we  had  reason  to 
expect,  and  paves  the  way  for  hopeful- 
ness for  the  future.  There  is  reason  to 
beh'eye  that  before  long  we  may  see  such 
an  increase  and  profit  as  will  enable  a 
small  amount  to  be  set  aside  in  the  shape 
of  interest  on  capital.  The  Telegraph  Ser- 
vice, some  three  or  four  years  before  the 
introduction  of  the  ^d,  telegram,  showed 
a  very  bad  state  of  account.  The  re- 
ceipts were  almost  stationary,  and  the 
expenses  were  increasing  year  by  year, 
owing  mainly  to  the  large  increase  in 
salaries  which  took  place  in  the  Service 
four  or  five  years  ago.  In  fact,  long 
before  the  introduction  of  the  6<^.  tele- 
gram the  account  was  becoming  a  very 
bad  one,  and  I  think  that  the  change 
ixom  the  old  system  to  the  new  has  given 
a  spring  to  the  telegraphic  receipts 
which  is  very  promising.  The  receipts 
are  so  largely  increasing  that  there  is 
reason  to  hope  that  they  will  soon  show 
a  net  profit. 

Mr.  T.  p.  gill  (Louth,  S.) :  There 
is  a  question  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Postmaster 
General,  which  I  think  is  very  pertinent 
to  the  points  in  discussion,  and  which 
is  within  his  province  to  consider.  I 
would  recommend  for  his  consideration 
the  desirability  of  adopting  the  American 
system  of  night  telegraphic  messages. 
Under  this  system  telegrams  could  be 
sent  at  12  o'clock  at  night  or  2  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  if  the  sender  does 
not  wish  the  persons  to  whom  the  tele- 
grams are  sent  to  be  disturbed  at  that 
hour  the  messages  can  be  held  over 
until  the  morning.  In  the  United 
States  they  charge  less  for  these  night 
messages  than  for  the  day  messages. 
You  can  go  into  the  telegraph  office  at 
3  or  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
caU.  for  a  printed  form,  which  is  printed 
in  a  different  coloured  ink — it  is  just 
the  same  as  the  form  for  day  messages, 
only  it  is  printed  in  red  ink — and  you 
say  you  want  to  send  a  night  message. 
Perhaps  it  is  too  late  to  send  to  the 
town  you  want  to  send  to,  but  you  can 
send  your  message,  no  matter  what 
hour,  at  a  less  figure  than  the  price  of 
an  ordinary  day  telegram,  and  that  is  a 
matter  of  great  convenience  to  a  num- 
ber of  people  who  miss  the  post,  for 
example,  but  who  want  their  commu- 
nications to  get  to  the  person  addressed 
the  very  first  thing  on  the  next  morning. 

Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre 


When  I  was  in  Dublin  I  wanted  to  send 
a  telegram  here  at  night,  to  be  delivered 
very  early  in  the  morning,  but  oertcunly 
not  at  that  time  of  night.  But  they 
would  not  take  that  message  at  Dublin 
unless  it  was  to  be  delivered  right  away. 
So  I  had  to  arrange  for  a  servant  to  be 
up  very  early  in  the  morning — to  be  up 
before  I  was  up  myself— and  that  was 
very  inconvenient.  The  clerks  of  the 
Department  in  America  keep  these  night 
messages  until  night,  and  they  send 
them  off  when  the  line  is  clear,  and 
then  they  are  delivered  at  the  house 
they  are  addressed  to  first  thing  next 
morning.  That  is  a  very  great  conve- 
nience to  many  gentlemen,  a  great  many 
of  whom  would  not  otherwise  use  the 
telegraph  at  all,  but  they  do  use  it  in 
this  way,  and  I  believe  from  what  I 
have  heard  that  this  system  has  the 
effect  of  increasing  the  profits  of  the 
Department,  and  is  very  useful  indeed. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAEOOURT(Derby): 
Mr.  Courtney,  I  want  to  ask  the  Post- 
master General  one  question  with  refer- 
ence to  the  remarks  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  behind  me  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)» 
who  took,  I  think,  a  very  rosy  coloured 
view    of   the    Post    Office    Telegraph 
Ee venue,  which  I  should  be  very  glad 
to    hear  justified    by  the    Postmaster 
General.     About  a  week  or  two  ago  I 
asked  the  Ghancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
for  some  figures,  which,  when  suppUed» 
certainly  did  not  altogether  bear  out 
that  view.   I  have  for  some  time  looked 
with  considerable  alarm  at  the  loss  to 
the  Eevenue  in  recent  years  from  the 
Postal  and  Telegraph  Services.    If  yon 
look  at  The  Statistical  Abstract,  yoa  will 
see  that  the  net  profits  of    these  two 
Departments  have  year  by  year  been 
growing  less  and  less,  both  upon  the 
Postal  Service  and  upon  the  Teleg^raph 
Service.      In  the  year  1880-1  the  Tele- 
graph Service  as  near  as  possible  paid 
the  interest  on  the  money  that  had  been 
expended  in  its  purchase  within  about 
£1,000,  so  that  in  that  year  the  Tele- 
graph Department  may  be  said  to  baire 
just   paid    its    way — the    interest     on 
the    purchase    money  and    the  'woric- 
ing  expenses.    But  for  several  years 
it  has  not  paid  its  working  expenaee, 
and  has  paid  no  interest  whatevex^  on. 
the    £10,000,000    or    £11,000,000     ex. 
pended  in  the  purchstse  originally.  Xhat, 
no  doubt,  is  a  very  disastrous  buaixieeo 
oonoem,  that  you  i^ould  lose  alto^^ther 
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the  £10,000,000  that  you   paid,  and, 
after  that,  that  you  should  find  it  doee 
not  pay  its  workin^^  expenses.     I  think, 
if  I  remember  rightly,  for  I  have  not 
got  the  figures  here,  that  the  loss  upon 
the  Telegraph  Service  is  something  be- 
tween £100,000  and  £200,000  a-year 
upon  the  actual  working  expenses.  Now, 
in  the  year  1881   the  receipts  of  the 
Telegraph    Service    were    £1,600,000, 
and    in    the    year     1886    they    were 
£1,740,000,  showing  an  increase  in  the 
receipts  of  £140,000.    But  if  you  come 
to  look  at  the  expenditure,  you  will  find 
that  the  increase  of  expenditure  was 
from  £1,226,000  in  1881  to  £1,741,000 
in  the  year  1886 — that  is  to  say,  you 
had  added  more  than  £500,000  a-year 
to  your  annual  expenditure,  and  had  in- 
creased  your  receipts  only  £140,000. 
Now,  the  real  fact  is,  according  to  the 
figures  which  were  given  to  me  by  the 
Ohancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  we 
are  losing  £500,000  a-year  by  the  tele- 
graph business.     I  do  not  deny  for  a 
moment  that  large  additional  accommo- 
dation is  given  to  the  public;  but  we 
should  perfectly  understand  what  is  the 
cost  at  which  it  has  been  given.    We 
should  keep  that  well  in  our  view.    It 
18  all  very  well  to  say  that  the  Post 
Office  and  Telegraph  Department  ought 
not  to  make    any   profit  at    all;    but 
yoo  cannot  have    your  cake  and    eat 
your  cake.      If  you  choose  to  give  up 
that  profit  yon  must  find  a  sum  which  was 
£3,230,000  in  1881— amounting  to  l^d. 
upoa  the  Income  Tax—and  which  has 
been  steadily  growing  every  year  since 
— yon  must  make  up  that  deficiency  out 
of  other  taxation.     Well,  now,  one  rea- 
son that  has  been  given  is  true  no  doubt. 
The  Telegp-aph  Service  and  the  Post 
Office  Service  differ  from  ordinary  busi- 
neseee   in  the  fact  that  they  have  no 
workings  capital.      They  have  to  find 
whatever  ie  wanted  for  extra  service  out 
of  the  Hevenue  of  the  year.    Then,  we 
are  told  that  this  money  has  gone  in 
additionai  plant.   I  can  understand  that 
for  a  year  or  two ;  but  I  want  to  know 
from  the  Postmaster  Oeneral  when  we 
shall  get  to  the  end  of  this  story  of  ad- 
ditional    plant  ?    I    know    that   in — I 
forget  what  year,  but  I  think  it  was 
1883 — the    operations  were  begun  for 
the  Bd.  Telegraph  Service,  and  then  we 
were  told  that  they  caused  an  additional 
ezpeDditare ;  but  I  did  hope  and  believe 
that  it  would  come  to  an  end — that  the 


plant  would  be  made  perfect,  and  that 
we  should  then  have  an  account  to  the 
good  instead  of  to  the  bad,  as  we  have 
now  in  the  Telegraph  Service,  and  that 
that  Service  would  at  last  pay  its  way. 
I  should  be  glad  to  have  some  informa- 
tion upon  this  point.  I  should  like  to 
know  what  is  the  prospect  of  the  Tele- 
graph Service  paying  its  way,  and  what 
hope  there  is  of  our  returning  to  the 
condition  in  which  we  were  six  years 
ago,  when  it  not  only  paid  its  way  in 
the  matter  of  working  expenses,  but 
paid  the  interest  on  capital  as  well.  The 
same  thing,  though  not  to  the  same  ex- 
tent, is  true  of  the  Post  Office.  I  think 
the 

MR.HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
bury) :  I  rise  to  Order,  Sir.  We  have 
already  discussed  the  Post  Office  Vote, 
and  I  was  ruled  out  of  Order  for  re- 
ferring to  a  matter  already  settled.  I  put 
it  to  you,  Mr.  Courtney,  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  in  Order  in  deal- 
ing with  the  Post  Office  on  this  Vote  ? 

The  chairman  :  The  question  of 
the  Post  Office  has  certainly  been  settled 
on  the  Post  Office  Vote. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  I  was 
out  of  Order,  no  doubt,  in  referring  to 
the  Post  Office.  But  I  will  only  say  that 
it  is  very  desirable  that  we  should  keep 
our  eyes  open  to  this  matter,  because  it 
is  of  great  importance  that  we  should 
not  part  with  any  legitimate  source  of 
revenue  that  can  be  brought  into  the 
Service.  I  only  make  these  remarks  in 
defence  of  the  Treasury.  I  think  it  is 
of  great  importance  to  defend  them  from 
the  assaults  to  which  they  are  exposed 
from  all  sides  in  this  House,  especially 
by  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Henniker 
Heaton)  who  has  just  had  me  called  to 
Order.  He  is  a  formidable  danger  to 
the  public  Revenue ;  but  I  can  assure  the 
occupants  of  the  Treasury  Bench  that 
they  will  always  find  me  ready  to  sup- 
port them  in  resisting  the  demands  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  is  in  the  habit  of 
making  upon  them.  There  is  nothing 
easier  than  to  part  with  revenue  on  any 
occasion;  it  is  always  very  popular. 
You  were  told  in  the  case  of  the  tele- 
graphs, I  remember,  that  the  %d.  tele- 
grams would  pay.  Well,  they  do  not 
pay.  If  people  would  say — **We  know 
the  particular  thing  we  ask  for  will  not 
pay ;  but  we  ask  you  to  embark  on  it, 
knowing  that  it  will  be  a  losing  con- 
cern," &en  it  woidd  be  put  on  its  true 
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footing.  These  demands  are  always  | 
being  made,  and  I  do  hope  the  House 
of  Commons  will  not  press  them,  and  so 
throw  away  more  of  the  Post  Office  and 
Telegraph  Kevenue,  but  will  endeavour 
to  protect  the  Treasury  against  these 
assaults  which  are  so  constantly  made 
upon  them. 

Mb.  EAIEES:  I  am  sure,  Mr. 
Courtney,  that  anyone  occupying  my 
position  must  be  very  grateful  to  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  (Sir  William 
Harcourt)  for  the  observations  he  has 
just  made,  which  constitute  a  very  effi- 
cient support  to  the  Government  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed. 
But  the  figures  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  quoted  do  not  exactly 
coincide  with  those  which  I  have 
here,  though  practically  they  are 
pretty  much  the  same  —  the  differ- 
ence probably  arising  from  the  fact 
that  my  figures  here  are  taken  from 
the  Appropriation  Account,  and  his  from 
the  Eistimates  for  the  year.  If  I  ven- 
ture  to  repeat  the  figures  of  the  last 
seven  years  in  reference  to  the  tele- 

fraphs  you  will  see  what  the  facts  are. 
n  the  year  1880-1  the  revenue  from  the 
telegraphs  amounted  to  £1,600,000,  and 
the  expenditure  was  £1,286,000;  the 
surplus  was  £313,000,  which  very  nearly 
met  the  interest  on  capital,  amounting 
to  a  sum  of  £326,000.  We  were  only 
£13,000  to  the  bad  on  the  tele^aph 
system  in  that  year.  In  the  following 
year,  the  interest  on  the  capital  remain- 
ing, of  course,  the  same,  I  find  that 
the  revenue  increased  to  £1,630,000, 
and  the  expenditure  increased  to 
£1,424,000.  That  was,  I  think,  the 
first  year  in  which  the  additional  ex- 
penditure which  Mr.  Fawcett  proposed 
began  to  operate.  In  the  following  year 
the  revenue  was  £1,710,000,  against 
an  expenditure  of  £1,567,000.  Thus 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  revenue  con- 
tinued to  increase,  but  the  expenditure 
increased  much  more  rapidly.  In  1 883-4 
the  revenue  was  £1,745,000,  but  the 
expenditure  reached  the  amount  of 
£1,795,000.  That,  therefore,  is  the 
first  year  in  which  there  was  a  deficit 
independently  of  the  constant  deficit 
caused  by  the  interest  on  capital.  In 
1884-5  the  revenue  again  slightly  in- 
creased to  £1,760,000,  and  the  expendi- 
ture was  £1,805,000.  In  1885-6  the 
revenue  was  £  1,740, 000  ^£20, 000  less 
than    in    the    preoediag    year — while 

Sir  WiUiam  Marcourt 


the  Expenditure  had  mounted  up  to 
£1,818,000.      That   falling-off   in    the 
revenue  was  owing,  no  doubt,   to  the 
fact  that  it  was  the  first  year  in  which 
there  were  two  months  of  the  new  tariff 
for  the  6^.  telegrams.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will,   no   doubt,  remember 
that  it  was  estimated  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  at  the  time  that  there 
would  be  again  a  loss  on  the  following 
year  on  the  telegraphs,  owing  to  the 
progress  of  the  6d.  rate;    but  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  those  melancholy  an- 
ticipations were  not  borne  out  by  the 
facts,  and  that  a  considerable  increase 
took  place  in  the  revenue,  which  rose 
from  £1,740,000  to  £1,830,000,  an  in- 
crease of   £90,000.    But|  at  the  same 
time,     the      expenditure     rose     from 
£1,818,000  to  £2,053,000.  These  figures, 
I  should  say,  are  estimated  figiures ;  but 
I  believe  they  very  closely  represent  the 
facts.     Therefore,  in  the  last  financial 
year  our  position  is,  that  we  had  a  per- 
manent charge  against  the  revenue,  in 
the    shape    of    £326,000    interest    on 
capital,  plus  an  actual  deficit  on  the 
working  of  £223,000 ;  so  that,  on  the 
whole,    the    figures    came     out     last 
year,    giving    a    deficit   of   something 
like    £560,000,    which,    if    you    com- 
pare it  with  the  deficit  of  1880-1,  which 
was  only  £13,000,  shows,  unfortunately, 
a  decline  altogether  in  the  telegraph 
account    of    something  like  £530,000. 
Well,  these  are  the  figures*  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  wished  to  have. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE :  May  I  ask 
how  much  of  the  Expenditure  in  this 
last  year  was  of  an  exceptional  charac- 
ter—for plant,  &c.  ? 

Mb.  KAIKES  :  I  am  just  coming  to 
that.    I  was  going  to  analyze  it  shortly. 
The  expenditure  first  began  to  inorease 
very  much  in  the  year  1882-3,   which 
represents  the  time  when  Mr.  Fawoetfa 
scheme  assumed  its  full   development. 
In  that  year  there  was  an  increaae  of 
Expenditure  of  about  £140,000.      That 
represents,    I    believe,    the  additional 
salaries  and  wages  which  Mr.  Fawoett 
succeeded  in  obtaining  for  the  mnphfis 
from  the  Treasury  of  that  day.      Bat  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  not  only 
were  these  salaries  a  very  considerable 
charge,  but  they  continued  to    rise  hj 
annual  increment,  and  we  have  not  seea 
the  last  of  this  increase  yet.    Some  por* 
tion  of  the  additional  expenditure  for 
each  year  is  due  to  this  natural  aatoH 
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matio  prooess  by  whioh  these  salarieB 
are   increased.     That  woxild   account, 
therefore,  for  a  moderate  increase  in  the 
expenditure  of  the  following  year ;  but 
it  does  not,  of  course,  at  idl  represent 
the  yery  rapid  leaps  and  bounds  by 
which   the  expenditure  has  gone  up. 
There  is  an  increase  between  the  jears 
1882-3  and  1883-4  of  about  £230,000, 
and  again  there  is  a  very  slight  increase 
in  the  following  year.     Well,  a  good 
deal  of  thafc,  no  doubt,  is  attributable  to 
additional  plant,  and  if  you  use  the  word 
''  plant "   in  its  largest  sense  a  very 
large  portion  indeed  of  the  expenditure 
of  last  year  is  owing  to  that.    The  total 
Bum  ag^in,  it  is  estimated,  represents 
the  expenditure   on  the  telegraphs  in 
^e  course  of  last  year  is  £2,053,000, 
while  about  £230,000  or  £240.000  re- 
presents the  expenditure  in  additional 
plant  under  the  Sites  Act.     There  is,  no 
doubt,  the  expenditure  for  sites,  and  it 
is  very  hard  to  fix  anything  b'ke  a  nor- 
mal figure  for  that ;  but  if  you  assume, 
as  you  perhaps  may,   that  the  extra 
expenditure  of  the  Teleg^ph  Branch  for 
sites  represented  between  £100,000  and 
£150,000  last  year,  then  that  amount 
may  be  regarded  as  an  exceptional  ex- 
penditure.   The  right  hon.  U-entleman 
(Sir  William  Harcourt)  asked  me  to 
point  out   some  future  time  at  which 
there  will  not  be  that  increase  of  ex- 
penditure on  plant.    I  wish  that  I  could 
prophesy  ;  but  I  have  not  been  able  to 
do  sOy  and  all  that  I  will  venture  to  pro- 
phesy is  that  so  long  as  the  telegraph 
business  of  the  country  continues  to  in- 
crease as  largely  as  it  has  done,  so  far 
from  anticipating  a  cessation  of  demands 
for  additional  sites  and  buildings,  I  ap- 
prehend that  you  are  likely  to  see  it 
constantly  increase.    I  think  I  can  give 
some  fig^ures  now  with  regard  to  what 
the  rig'ht  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Bradford  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  wished 
to  have  some  information  upon.     He 
wished  to  have  the  figures  with  regard 
to  the   telegraphs  account   during  the 
time    since  the   new   rate  came    into 
operation.     I  should  say  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  anxious,  some  time 
ago,  that  I  should  give  him  a  distinct 
aoconnt     of    the     telegraph    business 
in  one  w^eek  before  the  6d,  telegrams 
eame  into   operation,  as  compared  with 
one  week  eince  they  were  started;  but 
it  has   been  found  a  matter  of  such 


immense  labour  to  work  out  these  de- 
tails that  some  time  must  elapse  before 
I  can  give  the  precise  figures.  But  I 
may  say  that  the  telegrams  sent  per 
week  for  some  time  past  have  exceeded 
1,000,000,  and  that  number  of  1,000,000 
you  may  safely  compare,  roughly  speak- 
ing, with  between  700,000  and  800,000 
per  week  for  the  preceding  year,  that 
being  a  year  in  which  the  6d,  telegrams 
had  already  come  into  operation.  Now, 
I  will  give  these  other  figures.  The  6d, 
telegram  system  came  into  operation  on 
the  let  of  October,  1885,  and  *  during 
the  first  year  the  total  number  of  inland 
telegrams  sent  at  the  new  rate  was 
37,692,000,as  compared  with  24,615,000, 
the  number  sent  in  a  corresponding 
period  under  the  old  tariff.  That  is  to 
say,  there  was  an  increase  of  52  per  cent. 
The  receipts  were  £1,275,000,  as  com- 
pared with  £1,313,000,  which  shows  a 
decrease  of  £37,000  in  the  Eevenue.  But 
the  sum  of  £2 1 ,  500  was  made  by  the  regis- 
tration of  abbreviated  addresses ;  and, 
therefore,  the  total  falling-off  in  conse- 
quence of  the  operation  of  the  6(/.  telegrams 
was  £16,000.  For  the  10  months  of  the 
financial  year  to  the  end  of  last  year 
the  number  of  telegrams  was  33,906,000, 
as  compared  with  24,645,000  in  the 
corresponding  10  months  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  showing  an  increase  of  40 
per  cent  in  a  similar  period.  The  re- 
ceipts for  telegrams  and  for  the 
registration  of  abbreviated  addresses 
was  £1,172,000,  as  compared  with 
£1,117,000,  showing  an  increase  of 
£55,000.  Then  I  can  give  a  comparison 
of  four  months  of  the  6d,  telegrams.  XTp 
to  September  last  6d.  telegrams  were 
compared  with  la.  telegrams ;  but  in  the 
four  months  from  September  onwards 
the  comparison  has  been  between  the 
number  and  revenue  of  messages  under 
the  new  rate.  For  the  four  months  an 
increase  has  been  obtained  of  1,553,000 
in  the  number  of  telegrams,  and  of 
£51,000  in  the  amount  of  revenue. 
These  figures  will  show  that  the  6d.  tele- 
gram system  at  this  moment  may  be  said 
to  be  still  almost  in  its  infancy.  The 
progress  has  been  so  rapid  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  forecast  what 
dimensions  it  will  attain.  Anyhow, 
there  will  continue  to  be  a  constant 
growth  of  the  number  of  telegrams  sent, 
and  a  corresponding  growth  of  revenue ; 
but  at  the  same  timOi  jmt  c^ntrOf  there 
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willbe  acontinual  growth  in  the  estahlish- 
ments  required,  and  a  continually  in- 
oreased  expenditure  in  plant,  &c.  It  is 
impossible,  I  think,  therefore,  to  say,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  whether  the  reduction 
of  the  price  of  telegrams  to  Qd,  has 
really  paid  its  way  or  not.     It  is  quite 

Slain  that  in  the  first  year  of  its  intro- 
uction  it  produced  a  loss  of  revenue  as 
well  as  an  increase  of  expenditure.  In 
the  course  of  last  year  it  produced  a 
considerable  increase  of  revenue  and  a 
considerable  increase  of  expenditure; 
but  wb  hope  that  in  the  course  of 
the  coming  year  the  revenue  will  still 
continue  to  increase,  while  the  expen- 
diture will  certainly  be  in  some  degree 
diminished.  That  being  so,  I  confess 
that  I  look  with  some  hope  to  the  future 
of  the  6<^.  system ;  but  it  will,  no  doubt, 
have  an  influence  in  demanding  fresh 
plant,  which  will  greatly  disturb  any 
calculations  that  may  be  made.  I  may 
be  permitted  to  say  one  word  with  re- 
gard to  the  extreme  embarrassment  cast 
on  the  Post  Office  by  the  necessity  of 
making  these  charges  for  additional 
buildings  out  of  the  income  for  the 
coming  year.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  (Sir  William 
Harcourt)  turned  his  attention  to  this 
subject  when  GhancoUor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, or  whether  my  right  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Goschen),  who  now  fills  that  Office, 
is  disposed  to  take  it  up;  but  it  is  a 
source  of  serious  embarrassment  to  the 
Department,  and  to  those  who  ad- 
minister the  affairs  of  the  country,  that 
all  our  calculations  should  be  made  un- 
sound, and  all  our  averages  of  little 
value,  by  the  fact  that  £200,000  or 
£300,000,  or  even  £400,000,  may  be 
required  for  buildings  in  any  par- 
ticular year.  We  have  just  passed 
through  a  period  of  that  sort,  but 
I  find  the  demand  for  buildings  still 
continues,  and  that  the  sites  we  have 
already  are  hardly  adequate  for  our 
requirements,  and  no  long  time  will 
elapse  before  I  shall  have  again  to  apply 
to  the  Treasury  for  some  assistance  for 
further  space  for  our  requirements.  I 
may  now  give  some  attention  to  the  re- 
marks which  have  been  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Louth  (Mr.  T.  P. 
Gill).  Inquiry  has  been  made  into  that 
system  to  which  he  has  referred  as 
practised  in  America,  and  which  he  calls 
night  telegrams;  but  it  would  require  a 
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very  great  deal  of  consideration  before 
it  could  be  properly  launched  here.  We 
have  if)  consider  whether  we  should  not 
interfere  with  our  existing  revenue  if  we 
introduced  a  cheaper  form  of  telegpram 
which  would  compete  with  the  present 
already  cheap  form.  That  must  be  con- 
sidered, and  it  would  probably  be  unfair 
before  the  M.  telegram  has  grown  up  to 
start  a  rival  to  it.  But  I  cannot  help 
hoping  that  no  long  time  will  elapse 
before  that  experiment  may  be  made, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  any  in- 
formation which  the  hon.  Member  jnay 
have  upon  that  point,  or,  indeed,  on  any 
other  that  is  connected  with  this  parti- 
cular subject. 

Ma.  SHAW  LEFEVEE  (Bradford, 
Central) :  I  have  to  thank  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  his  very  interesting  and 
clear  statement  as  to  the  result  of  the 
introduction  of  the  Qd.   telegrams.     I 
think,  on  the  whole,  this  statement  is 
rather  re-assuring  as  to  the  future.    It 
shows  that  the  actual  number  of  tele* 
grams  has  increased  very  much  more 
largely  than  we  anticipated;  at  the  same 
time  that  the    average  payment    per 
message  is  lower  than  we  expected,  so 
that  the  two  balance  each  other.    When 
I  persuaded  the  House,  two  years  ago,  to 
adopt  the  %d.  telegram,  I  estimated  thit 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  telegrams 
would  be  about  30  per  cent.    It  seems, 
however,  that  the  first  year  the  increase 
was  40  per  cent,  and  that  the  second 
year  a  further  increase  amounting  to  an- 
other 50  per  cent  took  place.     On  the 
other  hand,  the  public    have    learned 
very  much  more  quickly  than  we  ex- 
pected how    to  economise  in  the   ad- 
dresses, and  the  average  received  per 
message  has  been,  instead  of  \^d,,  as  was 
anticipated,  only  something  like  8J.     I 
told  the  House,  when  I  proposed   the 
scheme  of  the  ^d.  telegrams,  that  they 
must  abandon  all  idea  of  making   in- 
terest on  the  plant  in  future,   and  I 
warned  the  Treasury  of  this  when  the 
scheme  was  before  them.     I  said  that 
though  we  must  expect  a  large  increase 
on  the  number  of  telegrams,  in  all  pro- 
bability the  cost  of  the  Service   would 
go  on  increasing  relatively,  and  that, 
therefore,  we  could  not  expect   a  large 
profit ;  at  all  events,  not  enougli  to  pay 
the  interest  on  the  capital  in   future. 
The  House  and  the  country  were  aware 
of  that  when  I  adopted  the  scheme   and 
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all  I  had  to  do  was  to  urge  these  points 
upon  the  House  in  order  to  induce  it  to 
adopt  this  scheme,  instead  of  urging  on 
the  Q-overnment  a  more  expensive  one. 
Oh  the  whole,  I  think  the  figures  laid  be- 
fore the  Oommittee  have  been  rather  re- 
assuring.  At  all  events,  I  think  we  may 
look  forward,  at  no  distant  date,  to  the 
Telegraph  Service  reaching  a  point  that 
there  will  be  no  loss  in  the  business, 
though  we  might  not  be  able  to  pay  in- 
terest upon  capital.     I  agree  with  the 
right  hon.  Oentieman  as  to  the  difficulty 
in  connection  with  the  cost  of  the  Post 
Office  buildings.     At  present  there  is  a 
charge  to  the  Telegraph  Service  of  one- 
third  of  the  cost  of  the   Post    Office 
buildings,  and  all  the  new  buildings  re- 
quired for  the  Post  Office  and  Telegraph 
Services.      I  would    question  whether 
that  is  not  an  unduly  high  proportion 
to  allot  to  the  Telegraph  Service,  and  I 
would  suggest  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  he  would  reconsider  this  point. 
I  think  the  proper  proportion  would  be 
to  take  the  expenditure  on  the  plant  in 
the  two  Services  and  the  total  receipts 
for  the  two  Services,  and  balance  one 
against  the  other,  and  draw  an  average 
to  be  paid  by  each.    The  inconvenience 
the  right  hon.  Oentieman  complains  of 
is  that  one  year  we  may  have  a  large 
expenditure  to  face,  such  as  that  in- 
curred on  new  buildings  in  the  City  of 
London — something    Hke    £400,000 — 
which  disturbed  all  the  averages  for 
some  years   to  come.    I    cannot  help 
thinking  that  some  system  should  be 
adopted  to  prevent  this  charge  coming 
in  one  year,  and  in  this  way  disturbing 
aD  our  averages.     When  you  have  to 
meet  payments  so  large  as  this  in  one 
year  it  disturbs  your  whole  accounts. 
At  the  same  tin^e,  I  agree  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  there  will  be  ex- 
penditure required  for  increase  of  plant 
xorthe  extended  Service,  though  possibly 
not  quite  so  large  in  amount  as  it  has 
heen  within  the  last  two  years.     I  would 
suggest  to  him  the  reconsideration  of  the 
proportion  charged  to  the  Telegraph  Ser- 
vice and  that  charged  to  the  Post  Office 
in  the  sense  in  which  I  have  spoken.     I 
think  a  larg^er  proportion  ought  to  be 
charged  to    the  Postal  Service,  and  a 
less  proportion  to  the  Telegraph  Ser- 
vice.    The   fact  is  that  the  profits  on 
the  postal    part  of    the   Service   have 
been  much.   larger  of  late  years  than 
those  from  the  Telegraph  Service,  and 


can  bear  much    more   easily   a    high 
charge  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  DE  lisle  (Leicestershire,  Mid): 
Some  of  us  on  this  side  of  the  House 
are  really  anxious  to  see  economy  much 
more  carried  out,  provided  this  can  be 
done   with  due  regard  to    public  effi- 
ciency.   I,  for  one,  should  like  to  see 
Her  Majesty's   Post  Office  take  steps 
to  get  rid  of  the   anomalous  state   of 
things   under  which    the  telegrams  of 
private  individuals    cost    the    country 
something    like    £500,000    a-year.      1 
should  like  to  see  the  scheme  proposed  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Canterbury  (Mr. 
Henniker  Heaton)  carried  out — namely, 
the  adoption  of  a  system  of  Imperial 
Id.  postage.    I  think  this  would  make 
emigration  to  the  Colonies  more  easy 
and  popular,   and  this   would    be    an 
enormous  economical  advantage ;   and 
as  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  making  a 
criticism    upon    an    existing    state    of 
things,   unless  I  am  in  my  own  mind 
prepared  with  a  scheme  by  which  I  con- 
sider a  re-arrangement  could  be  carried 
out,  and  am  able  to  suggest  a  remedy, 
I  would  propose  that  it  might  be  worth 
while   to  take   into   consideration    the 
abolition  of  what  is  called  the  ^d.  per 
word  system  of  charge  for  telegraphing. 
At  present,  for  every  word  after  the  first 
12,  id.  is  charged ;  but  I  would  propose 
that  the  sum  in  future  should  be  Id. — 
i.e.,  for  every  two  words  or  part  of  two 
words.    This  would  be  to  the  advantage 
of  the  Post  Office.     It  would  save  the 
clerks  the  troublesome  id.  calculations, 
and  the  public  some  inconvenience— at 
some  slight  cost  it  is  true.  I  would  suggest, 
therefore,  that  the  Post  Office  should  take 
into  consideration  whether  it  would  not 
be  as  well  again  to  examine  the  tariffs. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Postmaster 
General  does  not  anticipate  for  some 
years  that  there  will  be  a  saving  in  this 
Department.    He  cannot  expect  to  carry 
out  any  reforms  unless  they  are  estab- 
lished upon  a  real  sound  financial  basis, 
and  I  hope  that  next  year  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  see  their  way  to  adopt 
this  system  I  propose,  or  some  other, 
which  will  wipe  off  this  State  subsidy  of 
£500,000  to  those    who  use  the  tele- 
graphs. 

Mb.  T.  p.  gill  (Louth,  S.):  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  think 
that  the  adoption  of  the  suggestion  I 
made  with  regard  to  night  telegrams 
would  involve  considerable  risk  of  ex- 
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penditure  and  consequent  loss ;  but  I  do 
not  think  he  is  quite  right  in  that 
matter.  I  would  suggest,  if  he  fears 
that  result,  that  he  should  charge  for  the 
messages  I  refer  to  the  same  as  he 
charges  for  day  messages  at  present. 

Mb.  SINCLAIR  (Falkirk,  &c.) :  As 
to  the  very  great  advantage  which  is  de- 
rived by  those  who  live  in  America  from 
the  system  of  night  messagesi  wish  to  say 
a  word.  I  agree  with  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  sat  down  in  thinking  that 
the  plan  he  proposes  could  be  put  into 
practice  at  an  early  stage  and  without 
any  loss  to  the  He  venue  at  all.  The 
lowest  charge  now  made  for  a  telegram 
is  6^.;  and  if  night  messages  were  in- 
troduced, and  if  double  the  number  of 
words  were  sent  for  Sd.,  no  loss  would 
be  incurred  by  the  Postal  Authorities  on 
messages  of  this  kind.  The  cost  of 
delivery  for  a  message  of  double  length 
is  absolutely  the  same  as  that  of  the 
shorter  message,  and  messages  taken 
in  this  way  would  only  be  delivered  on 
the  following  morning,  although  they 
would  be  transmitted  at  a  time  when 
the  wires  were  free,  and  consequently 
without  interfering  with  ordinary  mes- 
sages. I  think,  under  any  circumstances, 
an  experiment  with  regard  to  night 
messages  might  be  tried.  That  it  would 
be  an  advantage  to  the  public  generally, 
and  also  to  the  Hevenue,  I  have  no 
doubt.  I  trust  it  will  be  tried,  and  tried 
at  an  early  date.  I  am  sure  it  will  be 
found  beneficial  to  places  at  consider- 
able distances  and  across  country — for 
instance,  from  Belfast  to  Hull  or  Cork 
to  Glasgow,  or  from  London  to  Oalway 
and  Derry,  or  to  and  from  any  place 
where  letters  have  to  leave  early, 
and  can  only  be  delivered  late  on  the 
following  day.  Persons  engaged  in 
commercial  pursuits  would  find  a  system 
of  this  kind  of  great  value  and  advan- 
tage, and  I  hope  the  Postmaster  Oene- 
ral  will  take  the  matter  into  his  early 
consideration  and  endeavour  to  carry  out 
the  suggestion  which  has  been  made. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That 
the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again, '* — {Mr.  Jackson^) 
— ^put,  and  agreed  to. 

Eesolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

Conmiittee  to  sit  again  upon  Wednes- 
day. 

Mr.  T.  P.  OiU 


CUSTOMS  AND  INLAND  REVENUE 
BILL.-[BiLL  241.] 

(Mr,  Courtney t  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Sxehejuer^ 

Mr.  Jaekeon.) 

SEOOin)  BEADIKG. 

Order  for  Second  Heading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (ifr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

SiEWILLIAMHAECOUItT(Derby): 
This  Bill  and  the  Bill  that  follows— the 
National  Debt  Bill — ^practically  go  to- 
gether.   The  arrangements  made  under 
the  Customs  and  Inland  Eevenue  Bill 
as  to  the  diminution  of  taxation  really 
involve  the  provisions  made  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Debt  in  the  Bill  which  will 
immediately  follow.     Now,  I  am  per- 
fectly well  aware  that  when  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  proposes  a  reduc- 
tion of  taxation  he  is  certain  to  carry  hit 
Bill,  whatever  it  maybe.    Therefore,  it 
is  not  with  the  least  hope  of  suooesafiilly 
opposing  this  Bill,  or  even  with  the  in- 
tention of  opposing  it,  that  I  propose  to 
make  some  remarks  on  the  arrangements 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  laid  before  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try.   The  only  proposal  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  which  I  mean  to  call  atten- 
tion is  his    proposal  to  diminish   the 
annual  provision  for  the  reduction  of  the 
Debt.    I  have  seen    that   proposal,  I 
must  confess,  with  great  regret  and  con- 
siderable alarm  in  regard  to  its  effects  in 
the  future.    I  do  not  know  whether  the 
Treasury  Minute  on  this  subject    has 
been  presented  to  the  House ;  but,  at  all 
events,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  I  have  had  a  copy  of 
it,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  ia  either 
now  or  soon  will  be  before  the  Souse. 
It  is  perfectly  well  known  to  the  House 
that  provision  was  made  in  1875  by  Sir 
Stafford  Northcote  whereby  a   sum  of 
£28,000,000  was  set  apart  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Debt.    A  portion  of  that  aooi, 
amounting  to  about  £6,000,000^  out  of  the 
ordinary  Revenue,  together  with  an  ad- 
ditional £1,000,000  or  thereabouts  from 
other  sources,  was  set  apart  to  the  amount 
of  something  like  £7,000,000   annually 
for  the  discharge  of  Debt ;  the  dinerenc« 
between  th  it  and  £28,000,000  bein^  thi 
sum  necessarily  paid  annually  to  the  pub 
lie  creditors  as  interest  on  the  I>ebt.  Thai 
is  to  say,  about  £21,000,000  is  what  w< 
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have  to  pay  for  the  iDterest  on  the  Debt ; 
and  £7,000,000  would  be  that  which  has 
been  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  the 
liquidation  of  Debt.  Now,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  in  his  speech  on  the 
Budget  and  in  the  Treasury  Minute,  has 
endeavoured  to  reconcile    his    present 
proposal  with  the  scheme  of  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote,  by  diving  into  the  financial 
conscience  of  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  and 
saying  that  his  proposal  was  made  in  a 
totally  different  fiscal  condition  of  things 
from  that  which  now  exists.     He  says 
that  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  thought  that 
a  growth  of  Hevenue  might  be  presumed, 
and  anticipated  that  the  Bevenue  would 
increase  at  a  rate  at  least  equal  to  the 
rate  at  which  the  population  was  increas- 
ing.    And  the  right  hon.   Gentleman 
says  that  in  the  event  of  any  material 
alteration  in  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  contem- 
plated  a  modification  of  his  proposal, 
which    was  made  on   the   assumption 
tiiat  he  could  depend  on  the  growth  of 
the  Bevenue  being  maintained.      The 
argument  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, therefore,  is  that  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote  anticipated  a  growth  of  the 
Bevenue  which  has  not  taken   place, 
and  that,  therefore,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, he  would  not  have  main- 
tained the  proposal  he  made  in    1875, 
but  would  have  modified  it  by  reducing 
the  sum  applicable  to  the  liquidation  of 
Debt.      My   answer  is,  that  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman's  hypothesis  is  abso- 
lutely negatived  by  the  conduct  of  Sir 
Stafford  Northcote  himself.    Sir  Stafford 
Northcote  remained  responsible  for  the 
finances  of  the  country  for  five  years 
after  1875— that  is  to  the  spring  of  1880. 
Now,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  said  that  the  Bevenue — I  am  now 
tpekkinfi  of  the  Bevenue  apart  from 
the  Income  Tax — has  not  increased  ac- 
eording  to  the  rate  at  which  population 
has  increased.   It  has,  however,  actually 
increased.     The,  Bevenue,   apart   from 
Income    Tax   is  now   higher  than  the 
Bevenue  was  in  the  time  of  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote  by  nearly  £2,000,000.    The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  left 
out  of  his  calculations  all   the  sources 
of  Bevenne  not  derived   from    taxes, 
fiat   he   should   not   have  omitted  the 
Bevenue  from  the  Post  Office,  which  is 
now  higher  than  it  was  in  1875.     That 
is  money  which  is  available  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  country,  and  should  be  taken 
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into  the  calculation  of  Bevenue.  The 
yield  of  the  taxes,  exclusive  of  Income 
Tax,  is  now  £1,200,000  higher  than 
it  was  in  1875.  If  to  this  you  add 
£500,000  for  the  increased  receipt  from 
the  Postal  Service,  you  have  an  in- 
creased Bevenue  available  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  country  of  £1,700,000. 
Therefore,  you  have  a  higher  Bevenue 
than  you  had  in  the  time  of  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote  when  he  made  his  proposals 
for  the  reduction  of  Debt ;  and  now  I 
want  to  test  the  theory  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  that  Sir  Stafford  North- 
cote, if  he  had  found  the  Bevenue 
diminishing  and  the  Expenditure  in- 
creasing, would  have  diminished  the 
charge  for  the  reduction  of  the  Debt. 
Now,  in  1880  there  was  a  diminution  in 
the  receipts  from  Excise  of  £2,000,000. 
That  is  to  say,  the  receipts  from  the 
Excise  had  fallen  from  £27,000,000  to 
£'^5,000,000 ;  and,  consequently,  Sir 
Stafford  Northcote  was  face  to  face  with 
the  very  state  of  things  which  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  speaks  of  as  a 
failure  in  the  ordinary  Bevenue.  In 
1875,  the  Customs  and  Excise  together 
produced  £46,846,000.  In  1880,  they 
only  produced  £44,695,000;  so  that 
there  was  a  falling  off  in  these  two 
sources  of  Bevenue  taken  together  of 
£2,000,000.  If,  then,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer's  theory  of  the  views  of 
Sir  Stafford  Northcote  were  true,  Sir 
Stafford  Northcote  should  have  come 
forward  and  said  that  the  ordinary 
Bevenue  was  falling,  and  that  another 
very  important  thing  had  taken  place 
— that  in  consequence  of  the  Eastern 
policy  of  the  Government,  the  Expendi- 
ture had  increased  from  £65,000,000  to 
£75,000,000  ;  that  there  was,  therefore, 
an  increase  of  Expenditure  of  £10, 000,000 
between  these  two  periods  of  1875  and 
1880,  and  a  falling  off  in  the  Bevenue 
from  Customs  and  Excise  of  £2,000,000. 
And  then,  according  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Sir  Stafford  North- 
cote should  have  said — **The  circum- 
stances under  which  I  made  that  pro- 
posal for  the  reduction  of  Debt  in  1875 
no  longer  exist ;  the  fiscal  circumstances 
of  the  country  are  changed,  and,  there- 
fore, I  do  not  think  it  fit  and  proper  to 
call  on  the  country  to  appropriate  the 
same  sum  to  the  liquidation  of  Debt." 
Well,  was  that  the  course  which  Sir 
Stafford  Northcote  actually  did  take? 
On  the  contrary,  in   1877,  instead  of 
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diminishing  the  fund  set  apart  for  the 
reduction  of  Debt,  be  added  Id.  to  the 
Income  Tax;  and  in  1880,  in  tbe  last 
Budget  which  he  produced  under  the 
circumstances  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
be  added  £750,000  to  the  Tobacco  Duty, 
wbile  obtaining  an  additional  sum  of 
£100,000  from  the  Dog  Licences;  and 
this,  together  with  an  increase  of 
£3,600,000  on  the  Income  Tax,  made 
nearly  £5,000,000  additional  taxation 
which  be  imposed,  while  retaining  the 
£28,000,000  for  the  liquidation  of  the 
Debt.  Therefore,  I  say  that  in  answer 
to  the  theory  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  that  Sir  Stafford  Northcote 
would  have  departed  from  the  rule  he 
laid  down,  in  consequence  of  the  changed 
fiscal  circumstances  of  the  country,  we 
have  the  practice  of  Sir  Stafford  North- 
cote ;  for,  under  circumstances  more  un- 
favourable than  the  circumstances  in 
wbich  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
now  finds  himself,  he  abided  by  his 
firare  of  £28,000,000  for  the  liquidation 
of  Debt,  and  met  the  demand  upon  him 
by  increased  taxation.  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote  did  this,  moreover,  at  a  time 
when  there  was  accumulated  deficits  for 
three  years  amounting  to  £8,000,000, 
which  were  left  to  be  funded ;  and  yet, 
in  spite  of  that,  he  made  no  diminution 
in  the  provision  for  the  liquidation  of 
Debt.  Mis  successors  adopted  his  policy, 
and  they  loyally  adhered  to  it.  They 
insisted,  in  spite  of  adverse  circumstances, 
and  nothwitnstanding  the  growth  of  the 
Expenditure,  in  maintaining  the  pro- 
visions for  the  liquidation  of  the  Debt. 
I  do  not  think  that,  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  we  have  anjrthingto  be  ashamed 
of  in  the  course  we  have  taken  in  refer- 
ence to  the  liquidation  of  Debt.  In  1874, 
the  Debt  stood,  according  to  the  figures 

flven  in  Sir  John  Lubbock's  Return  at 
760,000,000.  In  1887,  it  stands  at 
£705,000,000.  There  has  been,  therefore, 
in  that  period  from  1874  to  1887  a  reduc- 
tion of  £55,000,000  on  the  Debt.  That 
period  was  pretty  nearly  divided  between 
the  Administration  of  Lord  Beaconsfield 
and  the  Administration  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone) — giving  about  six  years  to 
eaob  Party— and  out  of  this  £55,000,000, 
£19,000,000  was  paid  off  by  the  Conser- 
vative Administration  and  £36,000,000 
by  the  Liberal  Administration,  through 
the  sums  appropriated  to  the  reduction 
of  Debt.   But  it  will  be  said— '<  In  1885 
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you  suspended  the  Sinking  Fund  alto- 
gether.*'   No  doubt  we  did,  under  the 
pressure  of  the  great  demand  which  the 
unfortunate  Egyptian  War  brought  upon 
us.     There  was  a  proposal  then  made  by 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Pontefract  (Mr.   Childers),  which  was 
fatal  to  that  Government.     I  shall,  how- 
ever, always  maintain  that  it  was  a  cou- 
rageous   proposal    founded    on    sound 
finance.    It  was  a  proposal  to  meet  the 
demands  on  the  Exchequer  by  a  com- 
bined appeal  to  direct  and  indirect  taxa- 
tion.    It  afforded,  however,  a  tempting 
opportunity  to  overthrow  the  Govern- 
ment by  rejecting  the  increased  taxation 
of  beer  and  spirits.     I  said  then,  and  I 
repeat  it  now,  that  in  rejecting^that  pro- 
posal a  fatal  blow  was  struck  at  the 
sources  of  Bevenue  ;  because  the  adop- 
tion of  the  proposition  of  the  rieht  hon. 
Member  for  Bristol  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach),  which  overthrew  the  Government 
of   the    right    hon.    Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone),  made  it 
almost  impossible  for  any  future  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  to  make  any 
proposal  for   the    increase  of  indirect 
taxation.    A  still  more  fatal   blow  is 
struck  at  our  fiscal  system  by  the  pro- 
posal of  the  present  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequor.    The  first  Government  of 
Lord  Salisbury  struck  a  blow  at  indirect 
taxation.    The  second  has  struck  a  blow 
at  the  provision  for  the  reduction  of 
Debt.     For  10  years  the  system  inaugu- 
rated by   Sir  Stafford    Northcote  has 
been  pursued  partly  by  himself  and  still 
more  extensively  by  his  successors.    We 
were  obliged,  it  is  true,  in  1885  to  sus- 
pend the  provision  for  the  Sinking  Fund 
for  a  single  year.    But  in  the  following 
year  it  was  my  duty  to  consider  what 
should  be  done,  and  I  then  determined 
to  restore  the  system  in  integro  and  to 
re-instate    the    Terminable   Annuities. 
What  could  have  been  easier  than  for  me 
last  year  to  have  adopted  the  view  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  said, 
''Times  are  changed  since  the  time  of 
Sir   Stafford  Northcote.     The   Income 
Tax  is  much  higher.    It  is  perfectly 
easy  by  reducing  the  provision  for  the 
Debt  by  £4,000,000  to  take  M.  off'  the 
Income  Tax ; ''  or  I  might  have  gone 
further  and  taken  3(/.  off  the  Income 
Tax  by  using  £6,000,000  of  the  sum  set 
apart  for  reduction  of  Debt  for  that 
purpose.    But  I  thought  this  would  be 
unsonnd  finance ;  and  I,  therefore,  re* 
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aisted  the  temptation  to  make  any  pro- 
posal of  that  kind.    It  is  true  I  made 
a  temporaiT  provision — there  being  an 
apparent  aencit  at  that  time  in    the 
Budget — to  suspend  some  of  the  smaller 
Sinking  Funds   in^  order  to  meet  that 
deficit.    I   might  have  made  the   Bill 
for  that  purpose  contingent  on  the  neces- 
sity arising.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
necessity    did   not  arise.    It  was  not 
necessary  to  divert  that  money  at  all. 
The  Revenue  fortunately  increased,  and 
the  Bevenue  of  the  year  was  sufficient 
to  meet  the  Expenditure  of  the  year 
without  interfering  with  the  provision 
for  the  reduction  of  Debt.    The  money 
suspended  under  the  new  Sinking  Fund 
came  back  under  the  old  Sinking  Fund 
in  the  form  of  a  surplus.  Therefore,  the 
whole  amount  appropriated  under  Sir 
Stafford  Northcote's  system  to  the  liqui- 
dation of  Debt  was  actually  applied  last 
year  to  that  purpose — at  all  events,  within 
a  few  thousand  pounds.  That  was  the  con- 
dition of  things  which  the  present  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  to  deal  with. 
But  he  was  more  fortunate  than  I  was, 
for  in  consequence  of  the  improvement 
in  the  Bevenue,  he  was  in  possession  of 
a  surplus ;  and  yet,  not  having  to  en- 
counter a  deficit  as   I   had   in    1886, 
he   has   come   forward    and    proposed 
to  diminish  by  £2,000,000  the  provision 
for  the  liquidation  of  the  Debt.    Let  me 
read  a  sentence  from  Sir  Stafford  North- 
oote's  speech,  in  which  he  said  that 
under  changed  conditions  of  things  a 
changed  policy  might  be  followed.    I 
have  shown  that  under  a  changed  con- 
dition of  things,  more  serious  than  that 
which  the  right  hon.   Gentleman    the 
present  Chancellor  of   the  Exchequer 
nas  to  deal  with,  Sir  Stafford  Northcote 
adhered  to  his  plan.    But  there  was  one 
sentence  in  the  speech  to  which  I  have 
referred    of  which  I  will  remind  the 
Chancellor    of    the    Exchequer.      Sir 
StaflTord  Northcote  said — 

**  X  may  he  told — '  Do,  please ;  bat  you 
win  never  be  able  to  bind  future  Parlia- 
nento ;  and  the  very  first  time  that  a  Chan- 
eeUotr  of  the  Exchequer  vants  to  raise  an  ad- 
dstiooal  B«Tenue,  without  increasing  taxation, 
htb  will  put  an  end  to  your  Sinking  Fund,  and 
will  shatter  all  your  dreams  of  reducing  the 
Kational  I>ebt  by  some  hundreds  of  millions.* " 

Bat,  aaid  Sir  Stafford  Northcote — 

^*Pe'w  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer  would 
Hke  to  coiDe  down  to  this  House  and  propose 
the  repeal  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  estabUsh- 
iaff  a  fiifiln**^'  Fond  of  this  character,  on  the 


plea  that  they  did  not  like  to  increase  the 
taxation  of  the  country." — (3  fiansardy  [223] 
1043-4.) 

He  did  not  contemplate  that  a  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  would  come  and 
propose  to  suspend  the  Sinking  Fund 
in  order  to  reduce  taxation.  Undoubt- 
edly the  reasons  which  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  has  given  for  his  pro- 
posal are  not  such  as  would  have  in- 
duced Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  in  1 880,  to 
depart  from  the  course  he  then  adopted 
of  increasing  the  taxation  of  the  coun- 
try by  £5,000,000.  When  he  originally 
brought  forward  his  proposal  for  the 
reduction  of  the  Debt,  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote  said  that  we  were  then  only 
paying  £26,000,000  for  the  service  of 
the  Debt.  He  added  that  that  was  the 
lowest  sum^ever  devoted  to  this  purpose, 
and  he  remarked  that  he  thought  it 
unfit,  and,  indeed,  unworthy  of  this 
country,  that  so  small  a  sum  should  be 
thus  appropriated.  He  reminded  the 
House,  at  the  same  time,  that  our 
ancestors,  in  former  days,  had  paid 
£28,000,000— or  even  more.  When  the 
Funded  Debt,  at  the  end  of  the  great  war 
in  1817,  was  upwards  of  £800,000,000, 
and  the  long  annuities  were  in  existence, 
the  amount  paid  by  this  country — with 
its  small  population,  and  its  very  small 
wealth  compared  with  that  which  we 
now  enjoy — for  the  service  of  the  Debt 
was  £35,000,000.  J i When  you  consider 
that  the  country,  then  impoverished 
by  war,  and  with  its  comparatively 
small  population,  was  able  to  devote 
£35,000,000  to  the  service  of  the  Debt, 
the  fact  that  we  now  shrink  from  appro- 
priating £28,000,000  to  the  same  ob- 
ject seems  to  show  that  we  are  rather 
wanting  in  financial  courage.  The  pro- 
posal before  us,  let  it  be  remembered,  is 
a  proposal  made  by  a  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  having  a^surplus  in  his  hands 
to  deal  with.  Under  those  circumstances 
he  comes  forward,  and,  for  the  purposes 
of  a  popular  Budget,  he  throws  away 
the  provision  for  the  liqmdation  of  Debt 
while  he  is  actually  in  the  possession  of 
a  surplus.  What  is  the  inevitable  con- 
sequence of  that?  Why,  no  future  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  can  ever  resist 
following  such  an  example.  Every  argu- 
ment the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  used 
in  defence  of  his  present  proposal  is 
equally  applicable  to  the  remaining 
£5,000,000  still  devoted  to  the  reduction 
of  Debt.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  can 
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say  next  year,  or  any  future  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  can  say — ''  The 
Bevenue  is  not  increasiog  as  much  as 
Sir  StafiEord  Northcote  expected,  there- 
fore, let  us  take  off  £2,000,000  more. 
In  the  time  of  Sir  Stafford  Northcote 
the  Income  Tax  was  2d.  in  the  pound, 
it  is  now  7d,,  therefore,  let  us  ag^ain 
diminish  the  taxation  imposed  for  the 
reduction  of  Debt.  There  is  no  virtue  in 
this  £26,000,000  higher  than  the  virtue 
which  applied  to  the  £28,000,000.  You 
have  begun  a  descending  scale,  where 
there  is  no  means  of  stopping.  It  is 
like  breaking  a  hole  in  a  dam,  through 
which  the  water  pours,  and  the  breach 
becomes  greater  and  greater ;  and  it  will 
be  absolutely  impossible  in  the  future 
to  defend  any  provision  for  the  liquida- 
tion of  Debt.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer of  the  future  will  always  be  able 
to  use  the  same  arguments  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  employed.  The 
arrangement  made  by  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote  has,  in  my  opinion,  at  once 
and  for  ever  gone  by  the  board.  I 
have  another  great  objection  to  this 
system  of  finance.  I  can  only  describe 
it  as  extravagance  made  easy.  I  am 
happy  to  hear  that  a  single  voice — that 
of  the  last  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — 
is  crying  in  the  Tory  wilderness  for  eco- 
nomy ;  but  it  meets  with  no  response,  least 
of  all  from  the  present  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  The  whole  of  this  arrange- 
ment is  not  due  to  any  deficiency  of  Re- 
venue. I  have  shown  youthat  the  Bevenue 
of  this  country  has  increased  since  the  time 
of  Sir  Stafford  Northcote.  What  has, 
also,  increased  in  a  terrible  ratio  is  the  Ex- 
penditure of  the  country.  I  am  afraid, 
moreover,  that  we  have  now  a  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  who  is  favour- 
able to  an  increase  in  our  Expenditure. 
My  right  hon.  Friend,  when  he  sat  be- 
hind us,  was  the  advocate  of  great  mili- 
tary and  naval  establishments,  and  of 
the  policy  which  requires  great  military 
and  naval  establishments;  and  when 
you  have  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer favourable  to  a  policy  which  re- 
quires great  military  and  naval  estab- 
lishments, and  ready  to  meet  their  cost 
by  proposals  for  cutting  down  the  sum 
available  for  the  liquidation  of  Debt, 
the  final  result  must  inevitably  be  most 
serious  to  the  finances  of  the  country.  A 
few  years  will  remove  the  £5,000,000  now 
remaining  for  the  liquidation  of  Debt. 
No  future  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — 
I  care  not  to  what  Party  he  belong — can 
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help  following  the  example  of  the  pre- 
sent Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  and 
when    you    have    swallowed    up    that 
£5,000,000,  what  remains?     Why.  the 
proposal  you  have  heard  from  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  Q-eorge 
Hamilton).      The   suggestion  that  you 
should  borrow  money  on  Terminable 
Annuities  to  meet  your  naval  and  mili- 
tary expenditure  will  be  repeated.     Be- 
collect  we  have  already  had  proposals 
from  the  Benches  opposite  for  borrowing 
£5,000,000  to  meet  that  expenditure. 
With  this  policy  of  large  expenditure 
thus  encouraged,  you  will  not  only  get 
rid  of  the  provision  for  the  reduction  of 
Debt;    but  you  will  have  a  system  of 
borrowing  on  Terminable  Annuities,  in 
time  of  peace,  in  order  to  meet  your  in- 
creased Expenditure.   That  is  the  system 
which  my  right  hon.  Friend  has  inaugu- 
rated.    For  every  reason  I  deeply  regret 
this  proposal.     I  regret  it  not  merely  for 
the  £2,000,000  which  it  has  put  an  end 
to,  as  a  provision  for  the  liquidation  of 
Debt.    I  regret  it  still  more  on  account 
of  the  fatal  example  which  it  sets  for 
further  progress  in  the  same  direction. 
But  I  regret  it  most  of  all  because  it  is 
the  greatest  encouragement  yet  given  to 
that  system  of  extravagance  which  we 
should  set  our  faces  against.     If  the 
public  agree  to  the  suspension  of  the 
provision  for  the  reduction  of  Debt  in 
order  to  keep  up  military   and   naval 
establishments  at  their  present  unneces- 
sary height,  and  to  relieve  the  people 
from  the  inconvenience  this  may  cause  in 
the  form  of  taxation ;  and  if  chey  do  this 
by  either  cutting  down  the  provision  for 
the  discharge  of  Debt,  or  by  assenting  to 
proposals  such  as  that  made  by  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  for  borrowing 
money    on    Terminable    Annuities     to 
carry  on   this  expenditure  in   time  of 
peace,  then  it  is  clear  that  we  are  creating 
Debt  as  much  as  we  should  do  by  bor- 
rowing money.     It  was  an  established 
principle,  when  wars  were  more  frequent 
than  they  are  at  present,  that  you  should 
in  time  of  peace  pay  off  the  Debt  -which 
you  incurred  in  time  of  war.   Well,  with 
the  unhappy  interval  of  the    Onmean 
War,  we  have  had  70  years  of  peace 
since  the  Great  War,     How  mucb  Debt 
have   you   discharged  since    tbe     close 
of  the  Great  War?    The  Debt  which 
then  stood    at    between   £800,000,000 
and    £900,000,000,     now    staxida'    at 
£700,000,000.     That  is  to  say  you  have 
not  discharged  one-fourth  of  that  I>abt 
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in  70  years,  which  have  been  years  of 
peace,  except  for  the  unfortunate  inter- 
val of  the  Crimean  War.  The  debt  in- 
curred in  the  Crimean  War  has  since 
been  discharged ;  but  the  efforts  we  have 
made  in  a  time  of  unexampled  peace  and 
prosperity  to  reduce  the  main  body  of 
the  National  Debt  are  really  insignifi- 
cant. I  have  alluded  to  the  sacrifices 
our  ancestors  made  under  very  much 
more  unfavourable  circumstances.  And 
yet  we  declare  ourselves  incapable  of 
making  anything  like  the  sacrifices  they 
made.  We  are  now  called  on  to  pay 
£10,000,000  less  for  the  service  of  the 
Debt  than  our  ancestors  paid  in  1817. 
I  do  not  think  that  is  to  the  credit  of  a 
country  with  the  wealth  and  the  re- 
sources of  this  country.  These  financial 
proposals  of  the  Government  seem  to  me 
to  depart  altogether  from  the  sound  prin- 
ciples of  finance  established  by  Sir  Staf- 
ford Northcote  and  carried  out  by  his 
successors,  and  I  am  afraid  those  prin- 
ciples have  now  been  fatally  broken 
down  by  the  present  Qovemment. 

Mb.  BAETLEY  (Islington,  N.):    I 
should  like  to  say  a  word  on  this  Bill, 
and  on  that  which  is  connected  with  it. 
I  think  it  is  a  grievous  mistake  to  reduce 
the  amount  set  apart  for  the  liquidation 
of  the  National  Debt.  I  think  that  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  has 
said  is  practically  correct — that  at  the 
period  we  now  have  of  complete  peace, 
of  great  riches,  and  of  comparative  pros- 
perity, it  does  seem  a  great  misfortune 
that  we  cannot  continue  to  reduce  the 
Debt  by  the  old  Sinking  Fund  amount. 
We  know  that  if  a  period  of  war  should 
arise  we  should  in  a  few  months  add  to 
the  Debt  a  very  large  sum  indeed,  and 
this  consideration  alone,  to  my  mind,  is 
of  great  weight  in  pursuing  a  policy  of 
reduction  of  debt  when  we  can  do  so.  In 
reference  to  the  present  proposals  of  the 
(Government  for  meeting  the  Expenditure 
of  the  country,  I  would  ask  first  whether 
these  proposals  will  promote  economy  ? 
I  believe  the  country  demands  a  very 
large  amount  of  economy.     I  would  not 
talk    of    knocking    off    £4,000,000    or 
£5,000,000  at  a  sweep  without  knowing 
the  details;  but  I  believe  the  country 
demands  that  there   should  be  an  ex- 
haustiTe  and  extensive  system  of  com- 
plete economy.     And  I  am  sure  that  no 
I^arty  wiU  remain  in  fav6ur  with  the 
countrj  unless  it  manages  to  reduce  the 
enormoasly  increasing  taxation  of  the 


people.    I  do  not  wish  to  dwell  now  on 
the  Military  and  Naval  administration. 
A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  that ; 
but  I  believe  that,  without  doubt,  an 
efificient  system  of  Military  and  Naval 
expenditure  might  reduce  considerably 
the  Votes  for  the  Army  and  Navy.   The 
key-note  of  economy  in  the  Army  and 
Navy  seems,  however,  to  be  the  policy 
which  the    Army  and  the    Navy    are 
employed  to  carry  out.      If  the  Army 
and  Navy  are  regarded  solely  as  means 
of    protection,   and    not    of   defiance, 
then    I    believe    that    a    great   deal 
of  economy  might  be  exercised;    and 
if  this    principle    is    adhered    to,   as 
I   believe  it   will  be  by  the    present 
Government,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that, 
in  a  year  or  two,  considerable  reduc- 
tions will  be  made  in  our  Army  and 
Navy  expenditure.     But  there  is   an- 
other source  of  economy  which  I  should 
like  to  speak  of,  though  at  this  time  of 
night  I  am  not  able  to  go  into  it  at  great 
length.     I   think,   however,   that  it  is 
necessary  we  should  note  the  increase  in 
the  expense  of  the  different  Departments 
of  the  country  in  the  present  year  as 
compared  with  previous  years.    It  has 
been  my  fortune  to  spend  20  years  of 
my    life    in    the    Public  Service,   of 
which   I   can,    therefore,    speak    with 
some  knowledge;  and  I  am  convinced 
that  with  care  considerable  reductions 
might  be  made  in  our  Public  Establish- 
ments.    The  expenditure,  for  instance, 
under  the  head  of  Works  and  Buildings, 
has  increased   enormously  during  the 
last  30  or  40  years.     We  have  now  an 
expenditure  of  £1,700,000    on    public 
works  and  buildings.     Twenty    years 
ag^  it  was  £900,000 ;  30  years  ago  it 
was  £800,000  ;  40  years  ago  it  was  only 
£500,000 ;   therefore,    the   expenditure 
on  this  Vote  has  increased  more  than 
threefold  in  40  years.    I  will  not  say 
that    it    is    unreasonable    that    there 
should  be  some  increase  under  this  head 
of  Expenditure.    But  when  we  go  back 
to  1848,  and  see  that  the  Vote  for  that 
year  included  £150,000  for  the  Houses 
of  Parliament.  £100,000  for  the  Cale- 
donian Canal,  and  other  liabilities  that 
are  not  now  pressing  on  us,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  Vote  for  Public  Works  for 
that  year  was  in  reality  only  about  one- 
eighth  of  what  it  is  now.     That  does,  I 
think,  show  that  there  has,  in  respect  of 
this  Vote,  been  an  undue  increase  of 
expenditure.    There  is,  indeed,  I  fear, 
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in  every  direction  a  system  of  f2:ettiDg 
more  money  out  of  the  Imperial  Exche- 
quer, and  I  think  we  should  support  the 
Government  in  resisting  this  tendency. 
Take    the    Departments    of  Law  and 
Justice,  the  expenditure  on  which  has 
grown  so  much  of  recent  years  that  it 
is  now  £6,250,000.   In  1878  it  was  only 
£5,000.000  ;  in  1868  it  was  £3,000,000; 
in  1858  it  was  £2/250,000  ;  and  in  1848 
it  was  just  over  £1,000,000.     Therefore, 
Law  and  Justice  now  cost  more  than 
sixfold  as  much  as  they  did  40  years 
ago.     Now,  I  do  not  say  that  we  do  not 
get  a  henefit  out  of  this  expenditure, 
on  Law  and  Justice.     But  the  figures 
I  have  given  show  that  the  whole  ten- 
dency and  tone  of  expenditure  is  to  in- 
crease out  of  proportion  to  the  benefits 
derived ;  and  whati  regret  in  the  present 
financial  arrangements  for  the  year  is 
that  the  Budget  has  not  dealt  with  this 
great  question,   but  has  found  money 
for    a    reduction     of     taxation,     not 
by  a  reduction  of  expenditure  so  much 
as    by    reducing    the    Sinking    Fund 
by  £2,000,000.       Then  closely  allied 
to    this    subject    is    the    increase    of 
local  taxation.    The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  proposes  in  his  Budget  to 
g^ve  £320,000  from  Imperial  taxation  in 
aid  of  local  taxation.     Now,  in  my  opi- 
nion,  that  money  will   be    practically 
thrown  away.    It  can  do  no  good  to  the 
localities,   for  when  it  is  worked  out  it 
only  amounts  to  6i.  on  each  acre  in  the 
country.     The    right    hon.    Gentleman 
(Mr.  Chaplin)  who  usually  sits  in  this 
seat  expressed  gratitude  for  this  dona- 
tion in  the  present  depressed  state  of 
agriculture ;  but  6d,  an  acre  will  not  set 
the  farmers  on  their  legs.     It  is  a  mere 
drop  in  the  bucket,  and  absolutely  use- 
less as  a  means  for  putting  things  right. 
I  regret,  therefore,  that  this  grant  has 
been  made.     Grants  in  aid    of   local 
taxation  have  increased  largely  of  recent 
years ;  but  local  taxation  has  not  been 
reduced.     In  fact,   it  may  almost  be 
said    that    the    more    you     give     to 
localities  out  of  the  Imperial  Exchequer, 
the  greater  the   ratio  in   which  local 
expenditure  increases.     The  system  of 
granting  aid  to  localities  impoverishes 
the  Imperial  Exchequer,  while  it  tends 
not    to    reduce    local    taxation,     but 
usually  to  increase  it.     Then  there  is 
the  growth  of  local  debt  along  with  the 
increase  of  local  taxation.     We  think  a 
great  deal  of  paying  off£5,000,000a-year 
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of  the  Imperial  Debt,  but  we  are  adding 
every  year  £10,000,000  to  the  local  debt 
of  the  country.     We  ought  to  consider 
very  carefully  the  growth  of  the  local 
debt  in  regard  to  the  Imperial  Debt.  It 
is  indeed  so  closely  allied  to  it  that  we 
cannot  help  considering  it  in  connection 
with  this  Budget  The  local  debt  is  now 
growing,  as  I  have  said,  at  the  rate  of 
something  like  £10,000.000  a-year;  and 
in  the  last  10  years,  although  the  Na- 
tional Debt  has  decreased,  the  local  debt 
has  80  largely  increased  that  the  two 
together  have  increased  since  1875  to 
the  extent  of  £50,000,000.    Taking  the 
National  and  the  local  debts  together, 
the  total  indebtedness  of  the  country  was 
in  1875  £861,000,000,  while  in  1884  it 
was  £911,000,000.    Therefore  the  Debt 
of  the  country  has  increased  in  10  years, 
as  I  have  already  said,  by  £50,000,000. 
Of  course,  some  of  this  increase  is  for 
purposes  that  ought  to  be  remunerative; 
but  still,  this  increased  burden  of  taxa- 
tion is  growing  rapidly,  and  undoubtedly 
there  was  in  the  present  year  an  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  something  to  reduce  this 
heavy  burden  by  stringent    economy. 
The  present    Budget  is  very  popular, 
because  it   reduces  the  Income    Tax ; 
and  although  we  are  all  gratified  at  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  reducing 
the  Income  Tax  by  1<^.,  and,  in  fact, 
hoped  it  would  have  been  more  than  li., 
yet  I  think  this  should  have  been  done 
without  reducing  the  Sinking  Fund,  but 
by  promoting  economy  in  the  various  De- 
partments.    I  must  say  that  I  think  that 
with  the  present  wealthy  condition  of 
the  country  reduction  of  taxation  should 
not  have  been  secured  by  reducing  the 
Sinking  Fund  for  the  reduction  of  the 
National  Debt,  which  I  consider  ought 
to  be  reduced  at  least  as  fast  in  the 
future  as  was  contemplated     by    Sir 
Stafford  Northcote's  scheme.     In    my 
opinion,   £7,000,000    is    the  least  we 
should  pay  annually  for  the  reduction 
of  Debt.    I  must  say  that  I  think,  espe- 
cially looking  to  the  example  of  Ame- 
rica, we  should  face  with  courage  the 
subject  of  the  reduction  of  the  National 
Debt ;  and  this  we  can  only  effectually 
do  by  a  permanent  reduction  in    the 
National  Expenditure. 

The  chancellor  of  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Goschen)  (St.  Oeox^e's, 
Hanover  Square):  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do 
not  at  all  complain  of  the  speeoh.  just 
made  by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
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for  North  IsliDg^n  (Mr.  Bartley).    I 
am  glad  to  see  that  he  is  an  advocate  of 
economy,  and  that  he  is  one  likely  to 
support  the  Qoyernment  in  resisting  the 
multitudinous  attacks  which  are  made 
on  the  Treasury,  and  which,  I  am  bound 
to  say,  receive  in  the  abstract  much  sup- 
port in  this  House.    It  is  the  duty  of 
those  who  sit  on  this  Bench — and  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  in  the  fulfilment  of  that 
duty  we  have  the  support  of  a  former 
Chancellor  of  theExohequer  (Sir  William 
Harcourt)  who  sits  opposite — to  defend 
the  public  purse  in  several  directions. 
My  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  North 
Islington  has  mixed  up  several  ques- 
tions.    He  was,  however,  anxious  to 
bring  forward  the  growing    and    im- 
portant question  of  the  increase  of  the 
local  debt,  and  I  am  glad  that  he  has 
done  80,  although  it  is  scarcely  ad  rem 
in  connection  with  the  present  subject. 
There  is  no  doubt  it  is  a  matter  which 
deserves  the  greatest  attention.     I  am 
glad  to  hail  my  hon.  Friend  as  a  fellow 
worker,  because  I  think  I  was  one  of 
the  first  in  this  House  who  called  atten- 
tion to  the  increase  of  the  local  debt,  and 
who  warned  the  public  and  the  House 
of  the  great  dangers  which  it  involves. 
It  is  a  very  easy  way  of  carrying  out 
local  improvement  and  of  meeting  other 
local  demands  to  create  local  debts ;  but 
it  is  a  dangerous  tendency  which  re- 
quires to  be  carefully  watched.    As  my 
hon.  Friend  has  said,  you  cannot  properly 
separate  the  local  debt  and  the  National 
Debt.     They  must  be  reckoned  together 
when  you  deal  with  the  indebtedness 
of  the  country.    The  growing  amount 
of  these  local  debts  is  a  matter  of  very 
considerable  Imperial  as  well  as  local 
importance ;     and    I    am,     therefore, 
giid  that  my  hon.  Friend  has  intro- 
daced  the  subject.     But  I  would  point 
oat  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  finan- 
cial  plans  of    the  Government  which 
in  the  slightest  degree  militates  against 
watchfulness  in  that  respect.    We  do 
not  touch  the  local  debt.     What  we 
touch  is  merely  the  indebtedness  in  re- 
spect of  advances  from  Imperial  funds 
for  local   purposes,   such  indebtedness 
having,  we  think,  been  advancing  with 
too  rapid  strides.     I  have  already  called 
attention  to  the  necessity  for  checking 
these  local  loans.    It  is  within  the  know- 
ledge of  the  House  that  pressure  is  fre- 
quently   pat  upon  us  to  increase  the 
assistance  given  to  localities  for  every 


possible  purpose.  In  this  connection  I 
will  recall  to  my  hon.  Friend's  (Mr. 
Bartley's)  recollection  the  remarks  I 
made  in  my  Budget  speech  with  refer- 
ence to  the  growings  expenditure  of  the 
Civil  Service.  My  hon.  Friend  has 
made  a  contrast  between  the  Expendi- 
ture now  and  the  Expenditure  in  1848. 
I  remember  that,  in  a  former  speech,  I 
drew  a  comparison  between  the  Ex- 
penditure now  and  that  in  1868.  I 
pointed  out  that  the  entire  increase  in 
the  Expenditure  was  due,  not  to  the  in- 
creased extravagance  of  the  Government 
in  enlarging  establishments,  but  to  the 
action  of  the  House  in  passing  Besolu- 
tion  after  Besolution  and  law  after  law, 
involving  additional  expenditure  in  every 
possible  direction.  It  is  of  no  great 
service  to  call  attention  to  the  increase 
of  Expenditure  unless  it  is  pointed  out 
why  and  how  that  increased  Expendi- 
ture has  arisen ;  and  I  think  that,  in  my 
Budget  speech,  I  proved  conclusively  the 
mode  in  which  it  has  arisen,  and  the 
circumstances  to  which  it  is  due.  There 
has  been  no  great  increase  in  the  cost 
of  administration.  The  great  Depart- 
ments are  administered  at  about  the 
same  cost  now  as  they  were  20  years 
ago.  The  increased  cost  comes  from  the 
fresh  duties  day  by  day  imposed  on  the 
Government,  frequently  against  the  wish 
of  the  Government  itself.  Again,  you 
cannot  entirely  leave  out  of  considera- 
tion the  immense  growth  of  the  popula- 
tion since  1848.  If  the  population  has 
grown,  of  course  the  cost  of  education, 
of  the  administration  of  the  law,  and 
of  many  other  things,  has  also  in- 
creased. Why,  in  regard  to  the  very 
service  of  the  Post  Office,  the  cost  of 
which  has  rieen  now  to  £8,000,000,  com- 
pared with  a  very  much  smaller  sum  in 
1848,  that  is  an  increase  on  which  the 
House  prides  itself  as  showing  the  enor- 
mous services  rendered  by  the  Post  Office 
to  the  public ;  and  yet  my  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Bartley)  cited  the  growth  of  that 
expenditure  as  an  instance  of  the  great 
increases  which  have  taken  place.  At 
the  same  time,  I  do  not  complain  of  the 
course  which  has  been  taken  by  my 
hon.  Friend.  I  myself  was  anxious  to 
call  attention  to  the  growing  Expendi- 
ture of  the  country  in  submitting  my 
financial  proposals,  and  I  shall  certainly 
not  object  to  the  criticisms  of  any  hon. 
Member  in  that  direction.  But  I  do 
not  think  my  hon.  Friend  can  fairly  say 
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he  would  have  preferred  that  I  should 
have  handled  these  matters  in  my  Budget 
proposals,  so  as  to  reduce  the  total  of  the 
financial  plan  which  it  has  been  my  honour 
to  propose  to  the  House.     No  doubt,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has,  and 
ought  to  have,  a  considerable  voice  in 
regard  to  the  Estimates;    but  still  the 
Estimates  are  not  to  the  same  extent  in 
the  hands  and  on  the  responsibility  of 
the   Chancellor    of   the   Exchequer  as 
those  proposals  he  has  to  make  in  order 
to  meet  the  aggregate  amount  of  Ex- 
penditure.   It  is  the  duty  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  to  object  to  any 
needless  expenditure,   and  to  use   his 
whole  influence  in  cutting  down  such 
expenditure ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it 
cannot  be  said  that  in  his  Budget  pro- 
posals he  can  produce  a  revolution  in 
the  whole  of  the  Estimates  submitted  to 
the  House.    I  come  now  to  the  speech 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Derby  (Sir  William  Harcourt)  oppo- 
site, and  I  will  deal  first  with  that  por- 
tion of  it  which  resembled  the  speech  of 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  North 
Islington  (Mr.  Bartley),  and  which  dealt 
with  the  Budget  in  its  relation  to  Expen- 
diture.   My  right  hon.  Friend  called  my 
proposals,  I  think,  an  encouragement 
to  extravagance,  and  he  reminded  the 
House,  or  suggested  to  the  House,  that 
I  had  been  in  favour  of  large  establish- 
ments when  I  sat  on  those  Benches.     I 
do  not  know  whether  I  understood  my 
right  hon.  Friend  aright. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAECOURT(Derby): 
I  have  always  understood  that  my  right 
hon.  Friend  was  a  great  supporter, 
when  he  sat  behind  our  Government,  of 
what  was  called  a  spirited  foreign 
policy,  and  what  is  sometimes  called  a 
Jingo  policy. 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  No ;  my  right  hon. 
Friend  went  further  than  that.  He  said 
I  was  in  favour  of  great  establishments, 
and  that  I  had  not  been  entrusted  by 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.E.  Gladstone)  with 
great  Departments  in  his  Government. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I  was 
speaking  of  later  times. 

Mb.  GOSCHEN :  Well,  my  right  hon. 
Friend  wishes  to  escape  from  that  point. 
In  a  very  late  time  I  think  that  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  would  not  have  objected  to  en- 
trust a  large  Department  to  my  care. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  refer 
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to  such  a  matter,  and  I  have  been  led  to 
make  the  remark  simply  because   my 
right  hon.  Friend  pressed  his  observa- 
tion, and  said  that,  even  in  recent  times, 
I  was  not  to  be  trusted  on  the  subject 
of  great  establishments.     I  certainly  go 
as  far  as  this.     I  think  that  any  exces- 
sive measures  of  reduction  which  lead  to 
a  sudden  increase  of  expenditure  the 
moment  the   first  danger  arises,  is  a 
dangerous  policy.       We  have  several 
times  had  experience  of  this.      After 
great    reductions  have  been  made,   if 
there  ha*)  been  even  a  moderate  panic, 
Votes  of  Credit  have  been  proposed  in 
order  to  obtain  an  increase  of  stores, 
which  have  been  allowed  to  sink  too 
low.     That,  I  think,  to  be  an  extrava- 
gant  way  of  conducting  the  national 
finances.     But  I  can  assure  my  right 
hon.   Friend   (Sir  William   Harcourt), 
that  both  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stan- 
hope) and  my  noble  Friend  the  First 
Lord   of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  George 
Hamilton)  are,  like  myself,  entirely  in 
accord  with  him  in  wishing  to  make  re- 
ductions wherever  it  is  possible  in  the 
Establishments.     My  right  hon.  Friend 
(Sir  William  Harcourt)  said  that  there 
was    a    solitary  voice    crying  out  for 
economy;  but  I  think  my  right  hon. 
Friend  will  see  that  the  attacks  which 
have  been  made  upon  the  Department 
have  involved,  to  a  great  extent,  the 
action,  not  only  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment, but  of  the  Government  of  which 
he  was   himself  a  Member,   and   that 
many  of  the  mistakes  alleged  to  have 
been  committed  have  been  committed, 
and  most  of  the  money  alleged  to  have 
been  wasted  has  been  spent,  either  for 
good  or  for  evil,  under  the  auspices  of 
the    Cabinet   of  which  my  right  Iioil. 
Friend  was  a  Member,  and  during  part 
of  the  existence  of  which  he  occupied 
the  position  that  I  hold  now.    But  X  do 
not  complain  in  the  slightest  degree  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend's  remarks  ia  that 
direction.     I  certainly  wish  to  do    him 
this  justice.  I  speak  as  having  succeeded 
him  at  the  Treasury,  although  not  as 
his  immediate  Successor.      I  anx   per-^ 
fectly  certain  that  there  never  haa  been 
a  more  sincere  champion  of  economy 
than' my  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir  William 
Harcourt),  and  I  would  not  hold,  liun 
responsible  for  any  extravagance  which 
has  been  committed.      But  when    xny 
right  hon.  Friend  sees  that  the  GK>Tem- 
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meat  of  which  he  was  a  Member  is  itself 
exposed  to  the  charges  which  hare  been 
made,  and  that  it  is  accused  of  having 
fallen  into  several  errors  and  of  having 
apent  money  which  may  be  proved  to 
have  been  wasted,  I  hope  he  will  be  a 
little  charitable  in  judging  of  those  who 
now  occupy  the  place  which  he  formerly 
held.  In  regard  to  the  point  my  right 
hon.  Friend  raised  in  reference  to  the 
suspension  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  to 
the  remarks  he  made  with  regard  to  Sir 
Stafford  Northcote's  position,  I  may  say 
that  X  do  not  object  to  criticism  which 
has  for  its  object  the  strengthening  of 
the  hands  of  the  Government  with  refer- 
ence to  setting  aside  a  large  sum  for  the 
payment  of  the  National  Debt.  But  I 
do  not  think  my  right  hon.  Friend  was 

C\i&ed  in  saying  that,  because  the  sum 
been   diminished,  we  have,  there- 
fore, overthrown  the  whole  of  the  prin- 
ciple.    I  stated,  in  making  my  Budget 
proposals,    that  if  the   Sinking  Fund 
would  liave  been  endangered  by  them, 
I    should    have    been    the   last    man 
to  bring"  them  forward.     My  right  hon. 
Friend  mentioned  the  fact  that  even  in 
1880  Sir  Stafford   Northcote    did    not 
touch  the  Sinking  Fund.  But  I  will  call 
my  right  hon.  Friend's  attention  to  this 
point.     If  this  had  been  an  exceptional 
year;   if  there  had  been  two  or  three 
previous  years  which  showed  different 
symptoms  from  the  present  year,  I  cer- 
tainly should  not  have  consented  to  sus- 
pend any  portion  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
and  I  certainly  think  that  Sir  Stafford 
Northoote  was  quite  justified  in  not  sus- 
pending it  in  1880.    He  had  then  had 
an  experience  of  five  years,  and  it  was 
hoped  {rojn  year  to  year  that  the  stagna- 
tion of  Itevenue  which  was  then  wit- 
nessed was  only  temporary.     We  were 
all  lothe  to  believe  that  the  stagnation 
was  of  anything  like  a  permanent  cha- 
racter.    Bat  seven  more  years  have  now 
passed,  and  they  all  tell  the  same  tale, 
and  all  teach  the  same  lesson.  We  have 
now  arrived  at  a  point  at  which,  with 
the  Inoome  Tax  at  Sd.,  we  are  at  liberty 
to  contrast  the  state  of  things  with  that 
which  existed  when  Sir  Stafford  North- 
oote made  his  proposals.     My  right  hon. 
Friend  (Sir  William  Harcourt)  has  re- 
ferred to  the  statistics  I  quoted  to  show 
that  there  liad  been  no  growth  in  the 
Bevenue    at    all    paralleled    with    the 
growth   in    the  population.    My  right 
hon.  Friend  seemed  to  be  unaware  why 


I  had  taken  a  growth  of  1  per  cent.     It 
was  because  I  believe  that  the  popula- 
tion increases  1  per  cent.     Instead  of 
there  having  been  a  normal  growth  of 
the  Eevenue  proportionate  to  the  growth 
of  the  population,  it  is  now  seen,  after 
an  experience  of  12  or  13  years,  that  the 
elasticity  of  Bevenue  which  existed  in 
1875,  and  which  formed  the  basis  of  Sir 
Stafford  Northcote's  calculation,  has  en- 
tirely disappeared.    I  quite  admit  that 
the  Fund  ought  not  to  have  been  touched 
until  ample  experience  had  been  gained, 
and  until  it  had  been  seen  what,  looking 
over  a  long  period  of  years,  might  be 
the    expectations    as  to  the  situation. 
Now,   we  have  to  face  this   position. 
Given  the  present  Bevenue,  given  the 
present  Expenditure,  is  it  right  to  main- 
tain the  Income  Tax  at  Sd.  in  order  to 
pay  off  that  amount  of  National  Debt 
which  was  fixed  by  Sir  Stafford  North- 
cote as  the  normal  amount  to  be  paid 
off  when  the  Income  Tax  stood  at  2d,  ?  I 
submit  that  the  case  is  very  strong  in 
favour  of  an  arrangement  not  for  sus- 
pending the  whole  Fund,  but  for  modify- 
ing the  scheme  and  bringing  it  more  into 
accord  with  the  present  situation.  My  right 
hon.  Friend  opposite  speaks  of  the  sacri- 
fices which  were  made  in  1817,  when  the 
population  was  small,  and  the  wealth  of 
the  country  was  not  such  as  it  is  now. 
I  would  point  out  that  at  that  time  it 
was  far  more  necessary  to  make  large 
provision    for    reducing    the    National 
Debt,  looking  both  at  the  rate  of  in- 
terest paid  and  the  amount  of  the  Debt, 
than  it  is  now.     With  the  credit  of  the 
country  in  its  present  position,  and  with 
money  bearing  only  3  per  cent  interest, 
I   do  not  think  that  the  provision  of 
£5,000,000  a-year  is  inadequate.    Al- 
though it  is  desirable,  and  although  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  country,  to  pay  off  a 
large  sum  every  year,  I  believe  the  posi- 
tion of  the  country  to  be  such  that  it  is 
not  necessary  to  look  at  the  matter  from 
that  point  of  view.     We  are  now  pro- 
posing to  set  aside  a  sum  which  will  pay 
off  the  whole  of  the  Debt  in  56  years.   I 
believe  that  the  proposals  I  have  ven- 
tured to  make  are  suited  to  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  Kingdom,  and  I 
should  deeply  regret  if  my  right  hon. 
Friend  were  justified  in  saying  that  the 
course  I  had  taken  had  imperilled  the 
Sinking  Fund  as  regards  the  £5,000,000. 
If  that  were  my  conviction,  if  I  shared 
that  apprehension,   I  certainly  should 
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not  have  made  these  proposals.  I  am 
f2:lad  to  see  the  feeling  which  has  been 
displayed,  because  it  indicates  a  deter- 
mination to  maintain  the  proposals 
which  I  haye  submitted  to  the  House. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted  for  Thursday. 

TRUSTS    (SCOTLAND)    ACT    (1867) 

AMENDMENT  BILL.— [Bill  22§.] 

{Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland^    The  Lord 

Advocate.) 
COMMITTEE. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  (Short  title)  agreed  to. 

CHause  2  (Power  to  trustees  to  make 
abatement  of  rent). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Lord  Advocate, 

Amendment  made,  in  page  1,  line  9,  by 

leaving  out    after   **  powers "    to    and 

including  ''  authority,^'  in  line  12,  and 

inserting — 

''conferred  upon  trustees  by  the  second 
section  of  *  The  Trusts  (Scotland)  Act,  1867,* 
in  all  trusts  to  which  that  section  applies  the 
trustees  shall  have  power." 

Mr.  HOZIER  (Lanarkshire,  S.) :  I 
think,  Mr.  Courtney,  that  the  scope  of  this 
Bill  might  be  somewhat  extended.  As  it 
stands  at  present,  it  gives  permission  to 
trustees  to  grant  reductions  of  rent,  and 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  ought  to  be 
extended  so  as  to  enable  trustees  to 
allow  leases  to  be  given  up  entirely.  I 
therefore  beg  to  move,  at  the  end  of 
Clause  2,  to  add  the  words  <*and  to 
accept  renunciations  of  leases  of  any 
such  subjects.'' 

Amendment  proposed,  at  end  of  Clause, 
to  add  ''and  to  accept  renunciations  of 
leases  of  any  such  subjects." — {Mr. 
Monier.) 

Question  proposed,  ' '  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mr.  J.  H.  A.  MACDONALD:  I 
think  that  these  words  would  be  a  de- 
cided improvement  to  the  Bill,  and  the 
Government  will  accept  them. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Words  added. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Mao- 
DONALD,  the  following  New  Clause  was 
agreed  to: — 
(Past  abatement  of  rent  not  liable  to  challenge.) 

**  No  abatement  or  reduction  of  rent,  hereto- 
fore made  by  trustees,  shall  be  liable  to  be 

Mr.  Ooeohen 


ohallesged,  which  would  have  been  lawful  if 
made  after  the  passing  hereof." 

Mr.  HOZIEE  :  I  beg  to  move  as  a 
consequential  Amendment,  after  the  word 
**  rent,"  to  insert  the  words  **  or  accept- 
ance of  renunciation  of  any  such  lease." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  New 
Clause,  after  the  word  ''rent"  to  insert 
''or  acceptance  of  renunciation  of  any 
such  lease." — {Mr.  Mo%ier.) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question,  "  That  the  Clause,  as 
amended,  be  added  to  the  Bill,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported;  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered upon  Thursday. 

COKN  SALES  BILL.— [Bill  91.] 

{Mr.  Rankin^  Sir  Joseph  R.  Bailey,  Mr,  R.  T. 

Davenport,  Mr.   Williamton.) 

SBOOND  .REABIKQ. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Mr.  RANKIN  (Herefordshire,  Leo- 
minster) :  In  moving  that  the  Order 
for  the  Second  Beading  of  this  Bill 
be  discharged,  I  would  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trade  to  give  the 
House  some  assurance,  for  the  satisfaction 
of  those  who  are  interested  in  this 
subject— and  they  are  numerous — that 
it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment to  deal  with  the  subject  at  an 
early  period  next  Session. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Order  for  the  Second  Beading 
be  discharged." — {Mr.  Rankin.) 

The  SECBETABY  to  the  BOARD 
OF  TBADE  (Baron  Henry  Db  Worms) 
(Liverpool,  East  Tozteth) :  I  cannot 
take  upon  myself  to  do  that;  but  I 
may  say  to  my  hon.  Friend  that  the 
Government  hope  next  Session  they  may 
be  able  to  deal  with  the  subject. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Order  discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

MOTIONS. 


ARMY  AND  NAVY  ESTIMATES. 
NOMINATION  OF  SELECT  OOMMTTTSB. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposeda 
"  That  the  Select  Committee  do  oonsist 
of  Nineteen  Members." — {Mr.  IF.  M, 
6mith.) 
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Mb.  mason  (Lanark,  Mid):  I 
hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
consent  to  defer  the  nopiination  of  this 
Committee  nntil  Thursday,  seeing  that 
there  are  a  large  number  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men interested  in  the  subject  who  are 
not  now  present. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.   W.   H.   Smith)   (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  regret  that  it  is  not  in 
my  power  to  accede  to  the  request  of 
the  hon.  Member.     As  the  House  is 
aware,  the  Motion  for  the  appointment 
of  this  Committee  has  been  on  the  Paper 
for  a  long  time,  and  for  a  long  time  it 
;      was  blocked  by  a  Notice  of  opposition. 
Although  it  was  the  desire  of  almost 
the  whole  of  the  House  that  this  Motion 
^     should  be  proceeded  with,  it  was  not  in 
I     OUT  power  to  reach  it  in  time.    We  have 
now  an  opportunity  of  going  on  with  it ; 
I     it  has  the  general  sanction  of  the  House, 
I     and  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  proceed 
.     with  the   business  of  appointment   of 
ifembers  of  the    Oommittee  with  the 
least  possible  delay. 

Mb.    MASON:    Under    the  circum- 
stances, I  have  now  to  move  that  the 
number  of  Members  of  the  Oommittee 
he  increased  to  25.     I  am  sorry  that  we 
should  have  to  go  on  with  the  Motion 
now,  but  I  can  understand  the  desire  of 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  to  pro- 
ceed while  the  Motion  is  not  blocked. 
<My  reason  for  advocating  the  increase  of 
the  number  on    the  Oommittee  to  25 
Arises,  in  the  first  instance,  from  a  pro- 
mise giTen   by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasoxy  that  the  number  of  the  Oom- 
mittee would  be  25.    This  he  stated  in 
answer  to  a  Question  from  an  hon.  Mem- 
W;  and  I  do  not  know  on  what  grounds 
the  Gh>vemaient  have  departed  from  that 
intention  and  reduced  the  number  to  19. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  25  would  be  a 
hetter  number,  and  my  judgment  is  sup- 
ported by  precedents.    On  looking  back 
orer  the  Parliamentary  history  of  the 
past  century,  X  find  a  number  of  Oom- 
mitteee  nominated  with  similar  objects 
to  this.   There  was  a  Oommittee  in  1 786, 
iaother  in   1790,   and  others  in  1807, 
1817  and  1828,  and  on  the  last  occasion 
n  1848.     I  took  especial  care  to  look  up 
the  precedent  of  the  appointment  of  the 
CDmoiittee  of  1828.     It  was  appointed, 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  by  the 
ttstt   eminent     statesman  of   the  cen- 
tarjTt  Sir  Bobert  Peel,  and  the  number 


he  nominated  at  that  time,  in  a  much 
smaller  House  than  we  have  at  present, 
was  23.    I  have  no  doubt  that  the  ex- 
perience and  authority  of  this  statesman 
will  weigh  considerably  with  Members 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House.    I  do 
not  think  I  am  asking  that  the  Oom- 
mittee should  be  unduly  enlarged  when 
I  mention  the  number  as  25,  when  we 
consider  the  House  is  so  much  larger, 
and  the  questions  with  which  the  Oom- 
mittee will  have  to   deal  of  so  much 
greater  magnitude.     I  look  upon  this 
as,  in  no  sense,  a  Party  question ;  and  I 
am  perfectly  well  aware  that  there  are 
Members  on  the  other  side  as  siocerely 
anxious  for  economy  as  Members  on  this 
side;  and  that  beiog  the  case,  I  may 
appeal  to  the  Gt>vemment  to  increase  the 
size  of  the  Oommittee,  and  that  for  seve- 
ral other  reasons  I  will  now  allude  to  in 
as  succinct  a  manner  as  I  possibly  can. 
I  dare  say  the  House  is  aware  that  I 
raised  this  question  a-year  and  a-half 
ago ;  it  was  the  first  thing  to  which  I 
put  my  hands  on  entering  Parliament. 
Doubtless,  the  question  has  been  accele- 
rated by  the  adhesion  and  support  of  an 
eminent  noble  Lord,  whose  influence  was 
sufficient  to  induce  the  Government  to 
adopt  the  idea  of  a  Finance  Oommittee 
for  the  purpose  of  cutting  down  the 
Estimates.    I  thank  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  South   Paddington  (Lord 
Randolph    Ohurohill)  for  the    support 
he   has  g^ven   in   bringing   this  ques- 
tion to   the  front  much  more  rapidly 
than  if  the  movement  had  not  had  his 
support.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  East  Wolverhampton  (Mr. 
Henry  H.  Fowler),in  one  of  the  debates 
upon  the  Budget,  made  the  statement 
that  he  believed  the  Army  and  Navy 
cos^us  for  every  £1  sterling  spent  on 
them  dO«. — that  is  to  say,  that  we  only 
get  a  £1  worth  for  every  30«.   spent; 
and  that  being  so  the  Estimates  should 
be  cut  down  at  least  £10,000,000  a-year. 
I  do  not  know  any  Member  of  this  House 
more  competent  to  give  a  sound  opinion 
— he  has  been  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
and  knows  how  the  money  goes — the 
object  then  is  to  cut  and  carve  upon  this 
enormous  sum  of  £10,000,000  wasted 
annually  on  these  Services.    I  believe  it 
was  the  noble  Lord  the   Member  for 
South     Paddington     (Lord    Eandolph 
Ohurchill)  who  said    a    large  portion 
was  as  much  wasted  as  if  it  were  thrown 
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down  the  gutter.  That  being  the  case, 
we  naturally  turn  to  the  composition  of 
this  Committee, and  consider  it  in  regard 
to  the  work  it  has  to  do.  I  look  over 
the  names  and  ask  myself  the  question, 
how  have  they  been  selected  ?  Are  they 
the  names  of  the  best  men  we  could 

fet  for  the  work  ?  I  do  not  think  so. 
do  not  complain  of  the  nomination  of 
Members  of  the  Gbvemment,  nor  so 
much  of  Members  selected  from  that 
side;  but  I  think  there  might  have 
been  a  much  better  nomination  from 
this  side.  I  quite  understand  that  the 
Ministers  of  the  day  ought  to  be  on 
the  Committee ;  they  are  proposed  as  a 
matter  of  course,  and  include  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  and  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury.  But  I  cannot  see  any  reason 
why  ex-officials  and  ex- Ministers  should 
be  Members  of  a  Committee  intended 
to  inquire  into  and  consider  transactions 
and  expenditure  that  grew  up  unchecked 
under  the  very  noses  of  these  officials 
and  Ministers.  Why  should  they  be 
appointed  to  sit  as  judges  upon  de- 
linquencies which  occurred  under  their 
control  ?  In  my  opinion,  shared  I  know 
by  many  others,  these  Gentlemen  should 
be  called  as  witnesses  to  give  evidence, 
not  to  make  a  Beport.  There  is  another 
reason  which  I  think  should  commend 
itself  to  the  judgment  of  the  House  in 
favour  of  making  a  slight  alteration  in 
the  nominations.  With  the  Navy  Esti- 
mates in  view,  I  look  down  the  nomi- 
nations and  look  in  vain  for  the  name 
of  a  single  Gentleman  who  has  any 
practical  knowledge  of  ship-building, 
and  yet  we  have  several  such  among  the 
Members  of  this  House.  There  is  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Govan  Division 
of  Lanarkshire  (Mr.  Pearce),  a  member 
of  the  largest  ship-building  firm  on  the 
Clyde ;  and,  again,  we  have  in  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Jarrow  Division  of 
Durham  (Sir  Charles  Palmer)  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  large  shipbuilding 
interests  on  the  Tyne.  Both  these  hon. 
Members  are  eminently  capable  of 
giving  a  sound  opinion  on  the  Estimates 
framed  by  the  Admiralty  for  the  build- 
ing of  ships,  13  of  which  I  believe  are 
to  be  built  this  year.  There  is  not  in 
these  nominations  the  name  of  any 
Gentleman  capable  of  giving  a  close, 
practical  scrutiny  to  these  Estimates. 
Take,  for  instance,  such  an  item  as 
£300,000  or  £400,000  for  the  building 

Mr,  3fason 


of  a  ship ;  when  this  comes  before  the 
Committee  there  is  no  one  to  say  whether 
this  is  an  over-estimate  or  not,  as  either 
of  the  hon.  Gentlemen  I  have  referred 
to  could  were  they  on  the  Committee. 
A  ship  is  said  to  have  a  certain  dis- 
placement, tonnage,  and  engine  power, 
and  the  cost  is  given,  say,  at  £400, 000,  and 
these  Gentlemen  could  tell  you  whether 
the  ship  should  cost  so  much.  No  doubt, 
they  would  be  able  to  say  where  the 
money  would    be    wasted,    and    could 
show  how  the  cost  should  be  reduced 
probably  to  £300,000.     But  there  is 
no    Member     nominated    capable    of 
putting  his  fiuger  on  the  estimate  and 
saying,  with  authority  and  experience, 
whether   it  is  right  or  wrong.     This 
is  clearly  a  mistake.    Then,  again,  with 
regard  to  materials,  there  is  no  Member 
in    these    nominations    with    practical 
knowledge  of  the  value  of  metals  and 
materials  largely  required  in  Army  and 
Navy  stores.  Nor  is  there  anyone,  so  far 
as  I  know,  who  knows  anything  about 
the  manufacture  and  value  of  dothing 
or  equipments  required  in  either  Service. 
Neither  do  I  think,  looking  at  the  Com- 
mittee as  a  whole,  have  you  that  element 
of  a  commercial  and  business  character 
you  require  for  the  work  to  be  done.    I 
except  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Jackson),  who  is  a  business  man. 
The  Beport  from  a  Committee  thas  con- 
stituted will  not  be  worth  the  paper  it  i& 
printed  on.    Another  point  I  wish  to 
notice  is  this.    The  House  is  now  com- 
posed of  fully  half  new  Members ;  have 
you  this  half  of  the  House  represented 
on  the  Committee  ?    No ;  you  haTe  only 
four  or  five,  and  I  say  this  is  not  dealing 
fairly  with  the  House.    But  my  great 
objection  is  that  I  do  not  consider  the 
Committee  is  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
enable  us  to  get  the  Report  we  wish  lor 
enabling  us  to  cut  down  the  Expenditure 
of  the  country.    A  Boyal  CoQunisaion 
has  just  reported  upon  the  system   of 
patterns  for  warlike  stores,  and  X  would 
have  gone  into   this   Eeport    a     little 
more    fully,  if  it    were    not     so   late, 
to    show   that   this    Commisaion     has 
practically     recommended    wliat      thie 
Committee  might  be  expected    to   do< 
They  want  a  Commission  appointed  tc 
assist  the  Government  of  the  day.     M3 
original  idea  when  I  raised  the  qnestioi 

in  the  House  was  practically  this thai 

a  Committee  should  be  appointed  ead 
year,  that  it  should  consist  of  39  M^m 
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l)6r8  divisible  into  three  seotione,  13  to 
ezamiae  the  Army  Estimates,    13   the 
Navy,  and  13  the  OivilServioe  Estimates, 
presided  over  by  Ministers  of  the  day ; 
and  that  its  functions    should    be    to 
assist  the  Government  of  the  day,  whe- 
ther Tory  or  Liberal,  to  scrutinize  the 
Estimates — going  over  them  to  see  that 
we  really  get  value  for  the  money.  That 
is  really  the  question  before  us.     It  was 
objected  last  year  that  this  would  be  to 
dictate  a  policy  to  the  Government ;  but 
we  do  not  wish  to  do  that ;  it  is  to  simply 
help  the  Minister  of  the  day  to  see  that 
money  is    not  worse  than   wasted    in 
the  Departments.     I  do  not  intend  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  further ; 
I  will  simply  move  this  increase  in  the 
number  of  the  Committee,  and  I  trust 
the  Government  will  yield  to  the  request 
I  make.     I  know  of  Gentlemen  quite 
inlling  to  serve,  and  I  am  sure  their 
additions  would  strengthen  the  Com- 
mittee.    There  is  another  point  I  just 
wish  to  notice,  a  point  somewhat  per- 
sonal to  myself,  and  I  do  not  dwell  upon 
it    It  is  in  a  measure  forced  upon  me 
by  constant  inquiries  from  my  conbti- 
tuentSy    who  are    somewhat  surprised, 
knowing  that  I  raised  this  question,  to 
find   that  my  name  is  not  among  the 
nominations.     I  do  not  complain  per- 
sonally,  but  simply  in  my  representative 
character,  and  when  I  am  asked  why  it 
is  I  have  not  been  nominated,  I  can  only 
answer  that  I  really  do  not  know.     It 
is  usual,  however,  to  put  on  a  Committee 
the  name  of  the  Member  who  raised  the 
qoestion ;  but  I  do  not  dwell  upon  that, 
bat  move  the  Amendment. 

Admibal  field  (Sussex,  East- 
bourne) :  I  second  the  Motion  pro  formd, 
not  that  I  quite  ag^ee  with  the  proposal, 
bat  it  enables  me  to  make  some  remarks 
on  the  composition  of  this  Committee, 
though  X  care  not  a  brass  farthing  whe- 
ther the    number  is  25  or  21.     I  am, 
however,    strongly  of  opinion  that  the 
number   ought  to   be  larger  than   19, 
unless  you  get  rid  of  some  of  the  names 
on  the  list,  as  proposed.    Let  me  say,  at 
the  outset,  that  naval  men  do  not  fear 
inquiry  ;   they  court  it ;  but  we  say,  if 
there  is  to   be  an  inquiry,  let  it  be  an 
honest  inquiry,  and  let  the  Committee 
be  thoroughly  qualified  to   undertake 
the  work.      X  find  fault  with  the  compo- 
ntion  of  the  Committee  on  two  grounds 
— that  men  are  put  on  the  list  who  can- 
not by  any  possioility  know  anything  on 


the  subject  they  are  called  upon  to  in- 
quire into ;  and  I  find  fault  with  the  list 
for  its  sins  of  omission.  First  of  all,  I 
think  the  object  of  the  Committee  ought 
to  be  clearly  defined.  We  are  told  it  is 
to  inquire  into  the  Army  and  Navy  Esti- 
mates. I  did  my  best  to  enlarge  the 
scope  of  the  inquiry,  but  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  fall  in  with  my  views.  I 
wanted  an  expression  of  opinion  as  re- 
gards the  Navy — first,  as  to  what 
force  we  really  require  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  Empire  ;  next,  as  to 
what  it  will  cost;  and  last,  what  is 
the  amount  of  money  you  can  afiEbrd  to 
spend  on  it  each  year?  whereas  now 
the  Committee  is  simply  to  cut  down 
totals,  and  not  to  inquire  into  the 
efficiency  and  requirements  of  the  Ser- 
vice. I  have  no  sympathy  with  that 
kind  of  inquiry.  And  now  I  will,  in 
a  few  words,  tell  you  of  what  I 
complain  in  the  composition  of  this 
Committee.  First  we  have  an  ex- 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer— -of  course 
a  very  able  man — an  economist,  though 
a  new-born  economist.  Then  we  have 
three  military  officers,  and  I  find  no 
fault  with  their  nomination — they  have 
a  right  to  be  there.  Then  we  have  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty — quite 
right.  But  then  we  have  an  ex-First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  who  did  more 
to  injure  the  Service,  towards  the  ruin 
of  the  Service,  than  any  other  man  in 
the  House.  I  do  not  want  to  see  him 
on  the  Committee,  but  if  he  is  to  be 
put  on,  then  let  us  have  more  men  to 
check  him  by  their  votes.  Then  we 
have  an  ex-Secretary  of  the  Admiralty 
who  assisted  that  ex-First  Lord  in  his 
villainous  work.  [(7rt>«  o/ **  Order !  "1 
I  will  withdraw  the  expression,  if  it  is 
un-Parliamentary.  I  only  speak  in  a 
naval  sense 

Mb.  speaker  :  The  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  will  be  good  enough  to 
withdraw  that  expression. 

Admiral  FIELD  :  Certainly,  Sir.  I 
withdraw  it,  and  apologize  to  the  House 
for  having  used  it,  but  I  only  used  the 
word  in  a  political  sense.  There  is 
the  name  of  an  ex-Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  who  assisted  a  First  Lord 
in  what  we  naval  men  consider  was 
ruinous  work  to  the  Service.  We 
have  on  the  Committee  the  Minister 
of  War,  the  Secretary  and  ex-Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury — ^good  men,  very 
properly  placed  there.     And  then  we 


1211  ArmyandNa/ey  {COMMONS} 


JSstimates. 


1312 


have  two  barristers!     What  do    they 
know  about  the  Army  and  Navy  Esti- 
mates?    Very    competent    men    they 
doubtless  are  in  their  proper  place,  but 
that  is  not  on  this  Committee.     Then 
there    is  Tan    Indian    civilian ;     what 
does  he  know  about  naval  and  mili- 
rary  administration  ?     Then  we  have  a 
Scotch  doctor,  no  doubt  a  very  able 
man,  and  he  has  signalized  his  advent 
to  the  House' by  being  down  upon  all 
officers  in   either  Service  in    the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty.    Then  we  have 
three  nondescripts,  not  likely  to  bring 
much  useful  knowledge  to  this  inquiry ; 
and  at  last  we  have  one  naval  man. 
Three  soldiers  to  one  naval  man  !    And 
now  for  the  sins  of  omission.  One  would 
have  thought  that  of  Members  of  the  late 
Administration  in  the  Admiralty,  that 
at  least  the  late  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty would  have  been  put  on  the  Com- 
mittee;   at    all    events,  he    has  some 
knowledge  of  naval  matters,   beiug  a 
naval    officer.      If  you    will    not    in- 
crease the  number  above  19,  then  elimi> 
nate  one  of  these  names,  and  substitute 
the  late  Civil  Lord,  who  would  bring 
special   knowledge    of   the    Admiraltv 
Department,  in  which  he  did  good  work. 
When  we  appointed  the  Committee  to 
inquire   into  the   charges   against  the 
London    Corporation — a  very    capable 
Committee — we  included  two  assessors, 
because    of    their    presumed     special 
knowledge  on    the   subject   under  in- 
quiry, to  sit  but  not  to  vote.     Then, 
I   say,   why  not  appoint   assessors    in 
this  case,  even  if  you  do  not  give  them 
votes  ?  The  Financial  Secretaries  to  the 
War  Office  and  the  Admiralty  are  men 
specially  informed  upon  th^se  Estimates, 
and  largely  responsible  for  the  form  in 
which  they  are  presented  to  the  House, 
and  they  should  certainly  be  present  to 
assist  the  Committee  in  their  investiga- 
tions. I  will  not  detain  the  House  further. 
I  am  not  satisfied  with  the  composition 
of  the  Committee,  and  I  think  I  have 
shown  sufficient  reasons  for  that  dissatis- 
faction.    I  do  not  care  from  which  side 
they  are  selected ;  but  if  this  inquiry  is 
to  be  a  reality  and  not  a  sham,  then  get 
men  well  qualified  for  the  work  they 
have  to  do. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
word  '' Nineteen,"  in  order  to  insert  the 
words  **  Twenty-five." — {Mr.  Mason,) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  word 
'<  Nineteen  "  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Admiral  Field 


The  first  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.    W.    H.   Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster)  :   I    have    listened    with 
great  interest  to  the  two  speeches  the 
House  has  heard ;  but  I  am  sorry  to 
say  I  do  not  see  my  way  to  accept  the 
Amendment   the    hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite (Mr.  Mason)  has  moved.     Our 
object  is  to  obtain  a  Report  from  the 
Committee  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and 
all  experience   has   shown  that   large 
Committees  cannot  deal  with  a  subject 
so  rapidly  as  smaller  ones.    The  hon. 
Member  has  referred  to   a   precedent 
of  some  years  ago,  when  a  larger  Com- 
mittee was  appointed;   but  if  he  had 
gone  to  the  last  and  most  important 
appointment  of  such  a  Committee  for 
many  years,  that  of  1849,  he  would  have 
found  that  the  number  was  only  13, 
when   orig^ally   appointed,  though  it 
may  have  been  increased  afterwards.    I 
will  venture  to  appeal  to  business  men, 
whether  a  large  body  of  men  sitting  and 
examining  witnesses  on  questions  of  this 
kind,  do  not,  must  not  necessarily,  occupy 
a  great  deal  more  time  in  arriving  at  the 
facts  of  the  case  than  a  smaller  body  of 
men.   The  hon.  Member  remarked  upon 
the  absence  of   the  names  of  certain 
Members,  and  he  has  done  justice  to  tiie 
Government  for  the  nominations  on  this 
side ;  with  the  other  side  we  have  had 
nothing  to  do ;  but  in  reference  to  his 
remarks,  I  would  say  that  the  knowledge 
of  those  Members  he  referred  to  can  be 
best  availed  of  by  calling  them  as  wit- 
nesses rather  than  by  placing  them  on 
the  Committee.     With  regard  to  one  of 
the  Gentlemen,  I  think  he  is  a  contractor 
for  the  Government  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, and,  therefore,  it  is  scarcely  desir- 
able that  he  should  be  appointed  to  ait 
in  judgment  upon  questions  in  which  be 
is  more  or  less  interested.     We  desire 
to  obtain  for  service  on  the  Committee 
Gentlemen    trained    to  afiPairs  of  busi- 
ness, who  will  present  a  Beport  for  the 
guidance   of  the  House  on   questions 
of  very    great   importance.     The  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  (Admiral  Keld) 
has  gone  through  the  list  and  has  shoim 
reasons  why  some  of  the  names  put  on 
the  Paper  should  be  placed  on  the  Com- 
mittee, and  I  think,  myself,  it  is  onlj 
right  that  every  view  of  the  case  should 
be  represented.    The  hon.  and   g;'allant 
Member  is  well  able,  on  his    p&rt^    to 
defend  the  interests  of  the  Service  with 
which  he  is  connected ;  but  the   names 
on  the  list  were,  in  a  great  XKieasuxe, 
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inserted  at  the  instance  of  Gentlemen  re- 
preseutiog  the  Services ;  and,  so  far  as 
the  Government  are  concerned,  we  are 
practically  responsible  for  only  a  few 
names,  which  we  intended  to  represent 
the  calm,  sober  judgment  of  Members 
who  have  not  expressed  any  opinion  on 
the  questions  involved,  possessed  of 
sound  judgment,  and  capable  of  de- 
Yoting  time  to  the  consideration  of  these 
important  matters.  I  hope  we  may  be 
now  allowed  to  proceed  with  the  nomi- 
nations of  the  19  Members;  and  if  it 
should  appear  desirable  that  other 
names  should  be  substituted  for  some 
of  these,  no  doubt  we  can  make  the 
alteration  on  a  later  day. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  120 ;  Noes 
31 :  Majority  89.— (Div.  List,  No.  187.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Lord  George  Hamilton,  Lord  Ean- 
dolph  Churchill,  Mr.  Edward  Stanhope, 
Mr.  Ohilders,  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre,  Mr. 
Henry  H.  Fowler,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr. 
Caine,  and  Sir  William  Grossman,  nomi- 
nated Members  of  the  Oommittee. 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  Mr.  Jen- 
nings be  a  Member  of  the  Committee.'' 

Dr.  OLAEK  (Caithness):  I  think, 
Sii^  it  would  be  desirable  if  the  Gt)vem- 
ment  would  allow  the  names  of  two 
Members  to  be  withdrawn,  in  order  that 
two  naval  men  might  be  substituted  for 
them.  I  do  not  like  to  propose  that 
iir.  Jennings  and  Captain  Cotton  should 
withdraw ;  but  I  think  that  perhaps  Mr. 
Kcton  and.  Sir  William  Plowden  might 
do  so  to  make  room  for  two  more  naval 
Members. 

Me.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  think,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  the  better  course  would  be 
to  allow  the  Committee  to  be  appointed 
M  it  stands,  and  then,  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  has  just  spoken  can,  by  making 
repreeentations  to  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  conduct  business  of  this  character 
on  his  own  side  of  the  House,  induce 
^y  hon.  Member  to  withdraw  from  the 
Committee,  the  Government  will  be  per- 
fectly ready  to  substitute  another  name. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  is  very  well  aware 
that  there  is  an  understanding  as  to  the 
Appointment  of  these  Committees,  and 
ifl  the  absence  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
themselves  it  would  not  be  courtesy  for 
the  Government  to  depart  from  that 
uiderstanding.  Ajb  regards  the  two  or 
tliree  Members  mentioned  by  the  hon. 


Gentleman,  we  could  not   accept    any 
change  in  their  absence. 

Mr.  GEDGE  (Stockport):  As  my 
hon.  Friend  and  Colleague  (Mr.  Jen- 
nings) is  not  here,  I  wish  to  say  that 
this  is  a  subject  to  which  he  has  given 
great  attention,  especially  from  the  point 
of  view  of  economy,  and  I  think  that  it 
would  be  a  great  mistake  if  the  House 
were  not  to  have  the  advantage  of  his 
services  on  the  Committee. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question,  "That  Mr.  A.  Gathome- 
Hardy,  Mr.  James  Campbell,  Captain 
Cotton,  Admiral  Mayne,  I)r.  Cameron, 
and  Sir  William  Plowden  be  Members 
of  the  Committee,''  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  Mr.  Picton 
be  a  Member  of  the  Committee.'' 

Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex,  East- 
bourne): I  object  to  that  name,  Sir; 
and  I  should  like  to  move,  in  spite  of 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
)  has  said,  that  the  name  of  the  late  Civil 
^  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  should  be  sub- 
stituted for  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKEE:  The  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  can  object  to  a  name, 
but  he  cannot  propose  another  without 
Notice.  Does  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman object  to  the  name? 

Admiral  FIELD:  Yes,  Sir;  I  do, 
very  strongly. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question,  ''That  Colonel  Nolan  and 
Mr.  Sexton  be  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee," put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  Com- 
mittee have  power  to  send  for  persons, 
papers,  and  records;  Five  to  be  the 
quorum." 

Commander  BETHELL  (York,  E.R., 
Hoderness):  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  whether  this  Committee 
will  have  in  its  power  the  decision  of 
matters  of  policy,  or  whether  it  will  only 
deal  with  the  method  in  which  the  money 
has  been  expended  ?  The  answer  to  this 
question  may  make  a  great  deal  of  dif- 
ference respecting  our  views  with  regard 
to  the  composition  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  In  answer  to 
the  observation  of  my  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend,  I  have  to  say  that  the  Com- 
mittee was  never  intended  in  any  way 
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whatever  to  lessen  the  responsibility  of 
the  Government  of  the  day.  When  the 
Government  accepted  the  suggestion  of 
my  noble  Friend  the  Member  for  Pad- 
dington  (Lord  Randolph  Ghurchill)  that 
the  Committee  should  be  appointed,  my 
noble  Friend  said  that  he  intended  to 
reserve  to  the  Government  the  full  re- 
sponsibility of  policy ;  and  I,  in  assenting 
to  the  appointment  of  the  Committee  in 
principle,  reserved  to  the  Government 
full  responsibility.  The  duties  of  the 
Committee  will  be  carefully  to  examine 
the  Estimates  item  by  item,  and  to  report 
whether  the  money  voted  by  Parliament 
has  been  wisely  and  economically  ap- 
plied, and  whether  the  country  has  got 
a  good  and  full  return  for  it. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

FIEB  AND   HABBOUR  FBOYISIONAL  ORDERS 

(no.  2)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Baron  Henry  De  "Worms,  Bill 
to  confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trade,  under  '*  The  General  Pier 
and  Harbour  Act,  1861,"  relating  to  Boscombe 
and  Bridlington,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Baron  Henry  De  Worms  and  Mr.  Jackson. 

"RiMpreiented^  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  276.] 

METROPOLIS   (OABLE    STREBT,     SHADWELL) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Stuart- Wortley,  Bill  to 
confirm  a  Provisional  Order  of  one  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  for  the 
improvement  of  an  unhealthy  area  at  Shadwell, 
wiUiin  the  Metropolis,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Stuart- Wortley  and  Mr.  Secretary 
Matthews. 

"RiUlpretentedt  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  277.] 

IfBTROFOLIS  (SHELTON  STREET,  ST.  OILEs's) 

PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Stuart- Wortley,  Bill  to 
confirm  a  Provisional  Order  of  one  of  her  Ma- 
je6ty*s  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  for  the 
improvement  of  an  unhealthy  area  at  St.  Giles 
in  the  Fields,  within  the  Metropolis,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Stuart- Wortley  and 
Mr.  Secretfuy  Matthews. 

WiXlpreeentedy  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  278.] 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes 
before  Two  o'clock. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS, 
Tueeday^  7th  June,  1887. 


MINUTES.]— Supply— «ofiitVfer«?  in  Committee 
Beeolutione  [June  6]  reported, 

Pktvatb  Bill  (by  Order)  —  Seoond  Reading  — 
Westminster  (Parliament  Street,  &o.)  Im- 
provements.* 

Mr.  W.  H.  Smith 


Public  Bills  —  Ordered  —  Firet  Beading  — 
Law  Agents  (Scotland)  Act  (1873)  Amend- 
ment* [284];  Intermediate  Education 
(Wales)  (No.  2)  •  r286]. 

Committee — Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ire- 
hind)  [217]  [Thirteenth  JVi^A/]— b.p. 

Committee  —  Report  —  Deeds  of  Arrangement 
Registration  [231-283]. 

Considered  a*  amended—Fint  Offenders  [189], 
debate  adjourned. 

Withdraicn-^Croiten  Holdings  (Scotland)  Act 
(1886)  Amendment  (No.  3)  •  [219]. 

P&o visional  Order  Bills  —  Ordered  —  Fint 
Reading  —  Oyster  and  Muss«l  Fisheries  * 
[279];  Local  Government  (No.  6)»  [280]; 
Local  Government  (No.  6)  *  [281] ;  Local 
Government  (No.  7)  •  [282]. 

Second  Reading -liocal  Government  (No.  3)* 
[268]  ;  Local  Government  (No.  4)  •  [269]. 


NOTICE   OF  MOTION. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON  (Shrop- 
sliire,  Oswestry) :  I  beg  to  give  Notice 
that  on  this  day  fortDight  1  shall  call 
attention  to  the  manner  in  which  Public 
Business  is  beiDg  conducted ;  to  the  fact 
that  the  Local  Loans  Bill  of  21  Clauses 
was  hurried  through  its  Second  Beading 
on  Monday  night  without  any  explana- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Minister  in  charge 
of  it,  and  without  debate;  also  to  the 
fact  that  many  weeks  have  been  con- 
sumed   by  prolonged   debates   on  the 
OrimiDal    Law    Amendment    (Ireland) 
Bill,  to  the  almost  total  ezolusion  of 
other  Business ;  and  to  move — 

'*  That  this  House,  while  prepared  to  give  a 
general  support  to  the  Government  in  the 
management  of  Business,  is  of  opinion  that 
too  much  time  having  been  already  spent  in 
its  oonsideration,  the  Criminal  Law  Amendoient 
(Ireland)  Bill  should  be  passed  throagh  its  re- 
maining stages  within  a  short  and  limited 
period." 

Q  UESTI0N8. 


CELEBRATION  OF  THE  JUBILEE  YEAR 
OF  HER  MAJESTY'S  REIIGN  — THE 
ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY. 

Mr.  CONYBEAEE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether 
it  is  the  fact  that  a  Circular  has  been 
issued  by  the  Inspector  General  of  Con- 
stabulary in  Ireland  to  the  difiTerent 
police  stations  throughout  the  country 
calling  on  the  men  to  subscribe  funds  to 
purchase  a  horse  and  jaunting^  car  as  a 
Jubilee  offering  to  the  Queen  ;  whether 
the  said  Circular  requires   the   sex^eanfi 
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I  in  eaoh  station  to  note  down  the  names 
I  of  non-subscribers;  and,  whether,  in 
that  case,  he  will  consider  the  propriety 
of  taking  steps  to  protect  the  men  who 
may  not  desire  to  subscribe  from  be- 
coming marked  men,  and  as  snch  subject 
to  injury,  dismissal,  or  other  unfair 
treatment  ?  The  hon.  Member  observed 
that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  a 
member  of  the  Boyal  Irish  Constabulary 
complaining  that  he  had  been  obliged 
to  g^ve. 

The  chief  SECEETABY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfoub)  (Manchester,  E.) :  I  am  quite 
unable  to  account  for  the  hon.  Member 
receiving  such  a  letter,  as  no  such  Cir- 
cular as  that  alluded  to  in  the  Question 
has  been  issued. 

Mb.  CONYBEAEE :  Would  the  right 
hon.  Gentieman  like  a  copy  of  the  Cir- 
cular?   [(7r*Mo/**Readit!"] 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUE:  There  is  no 
Circular  of  the  kind. 
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TRINIDAD— THE  PITCH  LAKE. 

Mb.   BADEN-PGWELL  (Liverpool, 
Kirkdale)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  What  is  the  reason  for 
the   delay  in  issuing  licences  for  the 
working  of  that  portion  of  the  Pitch 
Lake,  in  Trinidau,  hitherto  reserved; 
whether  it  is  true  tiiat  the  Government 
of .  Trinidad  are  considering  an  offer  of 
£10,000  a-year,  from  the  present  lessees, 
to  secure  exclusive  rights;   and,  whe- 
ther, if  the  Lake  were  kept  open  to 
public  competition  of  lessees,  the  receipts 
of  Eevenue  would  not  be  greater  than 
the    rental   mentionedrin   the   above 
offer? 

The  8ECEETART  op  STATE  (Sir 
Hbbtbt    HoLLAifD)    (Hampstcad)  *.    Li- 
cences liave  not  been  issued  for  getting 
pitch  from  the  reserved  portion  of  the 
Lake,  because  the  Colonial  Gt>vemment 
and  Lie^slature  are  considering  an  offer 
bj  the  lessees  of  the  other  part  of  the 
Lake  to   take  a  lease  of  the  whole  on 
terms  which  would  insure  a  minimum 
royalty  of  £10,000  a-year.    From  the 
information  in  my  possession,  I  have  no 
reason  to  think  that  a  greater  revenue 
would  be  obtained  by  offering  the  lease 
of  the  reserved  portion  to  public  com- 
petxtion ;     but  I  am  not   prepared    to 
answer    tbe    Question  emore  definitely 
until  the  opinion  of  the  Colonial  Legis- 
lature has  been  ascertained. 

vol*.  OCOXV.    [thihd  sbeibs."! 


UNITED    STATES  —  EMIGRATION    OF 
PAUPER  FAMILIES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Have  the  Govern- 
ment any  information  as  to  the  refusal 
of  the  American  authorities  to  allow  14 
families,  emigrated  from  County  Mayo 
by  Eobert  Vesey  Stoney,  esquire, 
J.P.  D.L.,  of  Bossturk,  to  be  landed  in 
New  York  yesterday,  on  the  ground  that 
they  were  paupers ;  and,  will  any  pre- 
cautions be  taken  to  prevent  landlords 
emigprating  pauper  families  without 
making  any  provision  for  them  on  their 
arrival  in  America  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETAEY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfoue)  (Manchester,  E.) :  The  14 
families  referred  to  appear  to  have  been 
landed  and  to  have  proceeded  to  their 
destination.  Some  families  arriving 
subsequently  in  another  ship  were  de- 
tained ;  but  were  afterwards  permitted 
to  land  and  proceed  to  their  friends. 
The  Local  Government  Board  are  paying 
particular  attention  to  prevent  the  emi- 
gration of  pauper  families  without  due 
provision  awaiting  them  on  arrival  at 
their  destination. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked,  whether 
the  Government  would  say  where  Mr. 
Stoney  got  the  money  from  for  emi- 
grating these  people,  and  what  pre- 
cautions he  took  for  weeding  out  a 
certain  portion  of  his  tenantry  and  sup- 
plementing them  by  others ;  whether,  in 
fact,  all  Protestants  were  refused  emi- 
gration, which  was  strictly  confined  to 
Koman  Catholics  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  replied,  that  he 
had  no  information  on  these  points. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  where  the  money 
comes  from  ? 

[No  reply.] 

NATIONAL   EDUCATION  (IRELAND)  — 
CLASSIFICATION  OF  TEACHERS. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  it  is  a  rule  of  thp 
Commissioners  of  National  Education, 
that  first-class  teachers  may  be  depressed 
in  classification  should  their  schools  not 
maintain  a  fair  standard  of  proficiency ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  first-class  candidates, 
and  candidates  for  the  first  division  of 
first-class,  wiU  be  allowed  to  go  forward 
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for  promotion  upon  merely  giving  notice 
of  their  intention  ? 

The  chief  SECRETAEY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfoue)  (Manchester,  E.) :  By  a  lone- 
established  Bnle  all  teachers  are  liable 
to  depression  in  classification  should 
their  schools  decline  in  usefulness  and 
efficiency.  The  interests  of  education 
require  that  satisfactory  school-keeping 
must  be  regarded  as  a  condition  pre- 
cedent of  allowing  teachers  to  seek  pro- 
motion in  classification. 

POOR    RELIEF    (IRELAND)     INQUIRY 
C0MMT8SI0N— THE  REPORT. 

Me.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  When  the  Beport  of  the  Poor 
Belief  (Ireland)  Inquiry  Commission 
will  be  circulated ;  and,  when  he  will  be 
in  a  position  to  state  what  action  the 
Qovemment  propose  to  take  in  reference 
to  the  matters  dealt  with  in  this  Beport  ? 
The  hon.  Member  observed  that  since  the 
Question  had  been  put  down  the  Beport 
of  the  Commission  had  been  circulated. 

The  chief  SECBETABY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfoue)  (Manchester,  E.) :  As  the  hon. 
Member  has  observed,  tne  Beport  has 
been  circulated.  I  am  closely  watching 
the  course  of  events  in  the  Unions,  and 
shall  be  prepared  to  state  in  a  few  days 
the  nature  of  the  steps  which  the  GK)vem- 
ment  think  necessary  to  take  under  the 
circumstances. 

EGYPT— THE  SOUDAN— THE  ARABS 

OF  SUAKIN. 
Me.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
AfiFairs,  Whether  it  is  true  that — 

"A  party  of  the  Bishareen  Tribe,  acting 
under  instructions  from  Colonel  Kitchener,  have 
attacked  and  burned  a  colony,  consisting  of  300 
huts,  situated  near  Rowayah,  and  inhibited  by 
Jeddamene  Arabs,  who  were  implicated  in  the 
murder  of  Lieutenant  Stewart,  of  Her  Majesty's 
sloop  Oamet.  The  Bishareen  also  took  13 
prisoners ; " 

and,  if  so,  what  eyidence  Oolonel 
Kitchener  had  that  these  particular 
Arabs  were  implicated  in  the  murder  of 
Lieutenant  Stewart;  and,  whether  he 
will  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
the  policy  of  fomenting  disturbances 
between  different  tribes  of  Arabs  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Suakin  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Feequsson)  (Man- 
chester,  N.E.)  :    Her    Majesty's    ship 

Mr.JHfUm 


Dolphin  was  sent  to  Mersa  Halaib,  the 
scene  of  the  attack  on  the  boat  of  Her 
Majesty's  ship  Garnet^  to  make  inquiries 
and  punish  the  outrage.  The  Com- 
mander convinced  himself  that  the  attack 
had  been  made  by  a  party  of  Hatemes, 
a.slaTe-dealing  Colony  from  the  Jeddah 
District,  which  had  been  settled  near 
Mersa  Halaib  for  the  last  three  yean. 
He  proceeded  to  the  village  with  a  small 
force,  but  found  it  deserted,  as  the  in- 
habitants had  been  warned  of  his  ap- 
proach. He  burned  down  the  village, 
consisting  of  about  50  wretched  mud 
huts,  and  captured  two  prisoners,  one 
of  whom  admitted  that  the  Hatemes  had 
fired  on  the  boat. 

EMPLOYERS'    LIABILITY     ACTT  —  RE- 
NEWAL AND  AJ4ENDMENT. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether,  in  view  of 
the  following  facts  :  that  the  Employers' 
Liability  Act  will  expire  this  year ;  that 
a  Select  Committee  last  Session,  after 
collecting  much  evidence,  unanimouBly 
reported  in  favour  of  its  renewal  with 
amendments;  that  the  noble  Lord  the 
then  Leader  of  the  House  (Lord  Ran- 
dolph Churchill)  last  Session  distinctly 
pledged  the  Government  to  introduce  a 
Bill  to  so  renew  and  amend  the  Act ; 
that  such  promise  has  been  more  than 
once  repeated  by  the  Government  this 
Session,  he  will  without  further  delay 
obtain  leave  to  introduce  the  Bill,  so 
that  it  may  be  forthwith  printed  and  in 
the  hands  of  Members  ? 

The  secretary  op  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmineham,  E.) :  I  regret 
that  circumstances  beyond  my  control 
have  delayed  the  introduction  of  this 
Bill.  I  hope  to  lay  it  on  the  table  be- 
fore there  is  any  reasonable  prospect  of 
the  House  being  able  to  deal  with  it. 

EXCISE— ADULTERATION  OF  BEER. 

Mb.  BONSOR  (Surrey,  Wimbledon) 
asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  £xcheqaer, 
in  reference  to  his  statement  to  the  depu- 
tation that  waited  on  him  on.  the  5th  of 
April  last  on  the  subject  of  pure  beer, 
that  the  Excise  officers  woald  render 
every  possible  assistance  ia  the  way  of 
analyzing  samples  with  a  view  of  detect- 
ing adulteration,  Whether  any  sample* 
had  been  so  obtained  and  analyzed 
and,  if  so,  with  what  result  ? 
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The  OHANOELLOR  of  thbEXOHE- 
QUER  (Mr.  Goschbn)  (St.  George's, 
HanoTer  Square):  Since  I  conferred 
with  the  deputation  in  question  18 
samples  of  beer  hare  been  purchased 
from  Tarious  publicans ;  and,  as  I  under- 
stand, they  were  chosen  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Southern  Division  of 
Suffolk  (Mr.  QuUter).  They  were  sub- 
mitted to  careful  analysiB  by  the  analysts 
at  Somerset  House ;  and  I  am  able  to 
inform  the  House  that  in  no  single  case 
was  there  any  trace  of  adulteration  by 
anything  noxious,  or  otherwise  detri- 
mental. On  the  contrary,  the  beers 
were  pure,  genuine,  and  of  high  alcoholic 
strength.  This  statement  fully  corrobo- 
rates the  correctness  of  the  view  main- 
tained by  the  Board  of  Inland  Bevenue. 

Mb.  QUILTEB  (Suffolk,  South): 
May  I  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, whether  he  can  inform  the  House 
whether  the  samples  that  were  obtained 
were  obtained  by  officers  of  the  Excise 
of  the  district,  who  were  presumably 
well  known  to  the  different  publicans, 
or  whether  they  were  purchased  by  the 
public  oyer  the  bar  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  business  ? 

Mb.  OOSOHEN:  I  understand  that 
the  samples  were  arranged  for  by  the 
hon.  Member  himself. 

Mr.  QITILTEB  :  With  the  permission 
of  the  House  I  beg  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  With  the  exception  of  in- 
dicating the  localities  in  which  they 
might  be  procured,  I  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  They  were  procured  by  means 
of  the  Excise  Department,  and,  I  pre- 
sume, by  officers  of  the  Excise.  I  hope 
the  Ohancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  as- 
certain exactly  how  they  were  procured. 

Mb.  OOSOHEN  :  If  the  hon.  Member 
wishes  for  any  further  inquiry  it  shall 
be  made;  but  I  understood  that  the 
samples  were  obtained  from  publicans 
indicated  through  the  means  of  my  hon. 
Friend.  

Mb.  QUILTEB :  I  am  yery  unwilling 
to  detain  the  House ;  but  I  venture  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  will 
at  some  future  date,  if  not  now,  answer 
my  Question  as  to  whether  the  samples 
were  obtained  by  the  officers  of  Excise 
of  the  district  or  the  public  ? 

PROCLAIMED  MEETINGS  (IRELAND)— 
PROTESTANT  HOME  RULE  ASSO- 
CIATION, KILKEEL. 

Mb.  M'OABTAN  (Down,  8.)  asked 
the  Ohief  Seoretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 


tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  attempted  sup- 
pression of  the  meeting,  convened  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Irish  Protestant 
Home  Bule  Association,  at  Kilkeel, 
Oounty  Down,  on  the  25th  May  last; 
whether  he  is  aware  on  what  day  the 
placards  announcing  this  meeting  were 
first  posted  in  and  about  Kilkeel;  on 
what  date  the  placard  summoning  the 
opposition  meeting  first  appeared ;  whe- 
ther the  meeting  was  proclaimed  at  the 
instigation  of  the  local  landlords  ;  if  the 
magistrates  who  signed  the  proclamation 
were  the  local  landlord,  Lord  Kilmorey, 
and  his  land  agent,  Mr.  John  Quinn 
Henry;  whether  it  is  in  accordance 
with  practice  for  a  landlord  and  his 
agent  to  act  together  as  Justices  in  the 
same  case ;  and,  whether  he  will  state 
the  name  of  the  informant,  and  supply 
a  copy  of  the  information  referred  to  in 
this  proclamation,  and  give  the  name  of 
the  magistrate  before  whom  same  was 
sworn? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour)  (Manchester,  E.):  I  have  not 
received  even  now  such  full  information 
on  the  subject  as  I  should  have  wished ; 
but,  from  the  teleg^ms  submitted  to 
me,  I  gather  that  die  meeting  was  not 
announced  by  placard.  The  meeting 
was  prohibited  by  the  magistrates  named, 
at  whose  instance,  or  upon  whose  in- 
formation, I  cannot  say,  the  magistrates 
having  acted  independently  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  on  their  own  respon- 
sibility entirely.  I  believe  it  is  not 
usual  for  landlords  and  their  agents  to 
act  together  as  Justices  in  the  same 
cases.  I  am  unable  to  give  the  infor- 
mation asked  for  in  the  last  paragraph 
of  the  Question ;  but  I  intend  to  make 
further  inquiries. 

Mb.  M*CARTAN  asked,  was  the  Chief 
Secretary  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  ma- 
gistrates who  signed  the  proclamation 
were  Lord  Kilmorey  and  his  agent  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Yes;  I  am 
aware  that  such  is  the  case. 

Mr.  M'OARTAN:  And  that  Lord 
Kilmorey  came  over  from  England  to 
prevent  a  meeting  of  his  Nationalist 
tenants;  and,  whether,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  Government  will  order 
a  prosecution  of  Lord  Kilmorey  and  his 
agent  for  having  criminally  conspired 
for  preventing  tiiiese  people  from  doing 
what  they  had  a  legal  right  to  do 

[No  reply.  "I 
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WAR  OFFICE  — ARMY  CONTRACTS  — 
CONTRACT  FOR  SWORD  BAYONETS. 

Mb.  HANBUEY  (Preston)  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether  a 
contract  has  been  given  to  Messrs. 
Wilkinson  for  about  150,000  sword 
bayonets;  whether  they  are  of  the 
same  pattern  as  those  against  which 
the  Boyal  Commission  has  recently  re- 
ported ;  what  is  the  price,  length,  and 
strength  of  these  bayonets;  whether 
they  are  intended  for  use  on  the  Henry- 
Martini  or  the  proposed  new  rifle ;  and, 
if  the  latter,  what  portions  of  the  new 
rifle  have  been  already  decided  upon,  so 
as  to  justify  the  order  for  so  large  a 
number  of  the  bayonets  which  wiU  be 
attached  to  them  ? 

Thb  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr.  E. 
Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Homcastle): 
Yes,  Sir ;  a  contract  has  been  given  to 
Messrs.  Wilkinson  for  150,000  sword 
bayonets.  No  adverse  Report  on  the 
Enfield -Martini  sword  bayonets  was 
made  by  the  recent  Royal  Commission. 
It  is  not  desirable,  in  the  interests  of 
the  contractors,  to  publish  the  price  to 
be  given  for  these  bayonets ;  but  I  shall 
have  no  objection  to  state  the  same  pri- 
vately to  my  hon.  Friend.  The  length 
of  the  blade  is  18^  inches,  and  it  must 
stand  a  vertical  pressure  of  not  less  than 
160  lb.  before  deviating  from  the  per- 
pendicular ;  also  to  be  sprung  round  a 
curved  block  (depth  of  curve  2^  inches), 
and  to  stand  a  spring  of  1  inch  without 
taking  a  permanent  set;  also  to  be 
struck  flatwise  on  back  and  edge  in  a 
mechanical  striking  machine,  the  weight 
of  each  blow  to  be  from  168  lb.  to  170  lb. 
These  bayonets  will  answer  either  for  the 
Martini- Henry  or  for  the  new  rifle.  This 
supply  has  been  ordered  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  Navy,  and  to  provide 
bayonets  for  arms  which  will  be  ready 
by  the  time  this  contract  is  completed. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND) -TELEGRAPH 
LINE  TO  CHARLESTOWN. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  asked  the 
Postmaster  Oeneral,  What  is  the  cause 
of  delay  in  completing  the  telegraph 
line  to  Charlestown,  County  Mayo ;  and, 
whether  he  will  cause  the  line  to  be 
immediately  completed  ? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikbs)     (Cambridge    University),    in, 
reply,  said,  the  telegriQ>h  line  to  Charles- 
town  was  erected  some  time  ago ;  but 


owing  to  a  question  having  arisen  as  to 
certain  irregularities  in  the  post  office 
there  it  was  thought  advisable  to  defer 
the  completion  of  the  extension.  The 
extension  had  now  been  finished,  and 
the  office  was  opened  for  telegraphio 
business  that  day. 

PARLIAMENT  —  REMUNERATION  OF 
WITNESSES  ATTENDING  PARLU- 
MENTARY  COMMITTEES. 

Me.  LAWSON  (St.  Pancras,  W.) 
asked  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  Whether  it  is  the  case  that 
witnesses  attending  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittees from  the  country  are  allowed 
reasonable  sums  of  money  on  account  of 
absence  from  home  in  addition  to  ex- 
penses of  their  journey  to  London  and 
back;  and,  if  so,  why  witnesses  from 
the  Metropolis  are  not  allowed  a  like 
compensation  for  enforced  absence  from 
their  homes  and  occupations  ? 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY (Mr.  Akers-Dououls)  (Kent,  St 
Augustine's) :  Witnesses  attending  be- 
fore Select  Committees  of  the  House  of 
Commons  are  paid  in  accordance  with  a 
scale  which  was  approved  by  the 
Speaker  in  1882.  Under  this  scale  wit- 
nesses residing  in  or  near  the  Metropolis 
are  not  entitled  to  remuneration ;  but 
there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  Treasury 
from  making  a  payment  in  any  case 
which  may  be  recommended  by  the 
Select  Committee  as  one  of  hardship  or 
for  other  special  reason. 

THE  PARKS   (METROPOLIS)— ENCLO- 
8URES  IN  REGENT'S  PARK. 

Me.    LAWSON    (St.  Pancras,    W.) 
asked  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works, 
Whether  the  Boyal  Botanical  Gkurdens 
and  the  Toxopholite  Ghrounds  form  part 
of  the  Begent  s  Park  ;  and,  whether  the 
Commissioners  of  Woods  and    Forests 
have  any  powers  of  control  over  theee 
Societies ;  and,  if  so,  or,  in  any  case,  it 
would    be    possible    to    increase   their 
utQity  and  beneficence  by  the  admission 
of  the  general  public  to  their  glands, 
under    certain     conditions,     at    stated 
times? 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  (Mr. 
Plunket)  (Dublin  University),  in  reply, 
said,  he  had  made  inquiries  as  to  this 
subject,  which,  he  understood,  was  one 
entirely  for  the  Treasury  Authoritiee,  and 
the  Question  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
directed  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 
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WAR  OFFICE— THE  CHESIL  BEACH 
(PORTLAND)— REMOVAL  OF  WRECKS. 

Ck>LONEL  HAMBEO  (Dorset,  S.)  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  If  the 
Cheail  Beach  between  Portland  and 
Wyke  Regis  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  War  Office  ;  and,  if  it  is  not,  under 
whose  jurisdiction  it  is ;  and,  if  under 
the  War  Office,  would  he,  in  the  interests 
of  the  fishermen  of  Portland  and  Wyke 
Regis,  giye  orders  for  the  removal  or 
blowing  up  of  the  remains  of  some 
wrecks  which  prevent  the  fishermen 
using  their  nets ;  or,  if  he  declines  to  do 
so,  if  he  will  allow  private  individuals  to 
remove  the  same  in  the  best  way  they 
can? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr.  E. 
Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Homoastle) : 
It  has  been  decided  that  these  wrecks 
shall  be  destroyed  by  the  Royal  Engi- 
neers by  means  of  submarine  mines. 
Steps  will  be  taken  to  carry  this  out  as 
soon  as  possible. 

INDIA.— THE  PISHEEN  VALLEY  RAIL- 

ROAD. 

Mb.  MUNRO-FERGUSON  (Leith, 
&c.)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  India,  Whether  it  is  true,  as  stated 
in  The  Timee  of  6th  June,  that  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  contemplates  carrying 
the  Pisheen  Valley  Railroad  over  the 
Slhojak ;  what  would  be  the  cost  of  such 
an  extension ;  to  what  point  would 
the  line  be  carried ;  and,  will  this  House 
receive  information  before  any  further 
extensions  of  railway  in  the  direction  of 
Candahar  are  undertaken  ? 

Thb  under  secretary  of 
STATE  (Sir  John  Goest)  (Chatham) : 
No  scheme  has  yet  been  adopted  by  the 
Government  of  India  for  carrying  the 
Piaheen  Valley  Railway  over  the  Am- 
ram  Range,  either  by  the  Khojak  or  any 
other  route.  So  soon  as  any  designs  for 
extending  the  railway  are  adopted,  the 
Secretary  of  State  wiU  be  happy  to  com- 
municate the  same  to  Parliament,  should 
it  be  consistent  with  the  interests  of  the 
Public  Service  to  do  so.  I  may  remind 
the  hon.  Member  that  the  British  frontier 
is  on  the  north-west  or  Oandahar  side 
of  the  Amram  range. 

LAW  AKI)  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)— COURT 
OP    aHEEN'S  BENCH— CHANGE    OF 


Mb.     MAURICE    HEALY    (Cork) 
asked  the  Attorney  Qeneral  for  Ireland, 


Whether  his  attention  has  been  called 

to  the  following  report  in  The  Freeman^ $ 

Journal  of  the  2nd  instant : — 

"  Yesterday,  in  the  Queen's  Bench  Division, 
iu  the  case  of  the  *  Queen  v.  Fisher,'  Mr. 
Morphy,  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  Fisher, 
an  emergency  man,  against  whom  a  true  bill 
for  murder  was  found  at  the  last  Kerry  Assizes, 
applied  that  the  venue  he  changed  from  Kerry 
to  Cork.  The  defendant  fired  at  and  shot  a 
person  who  he  supposed  was  about  to  attack 
him,  and  he  apprehended  that  he  would  not  get 
a  fair  trial  in  Kerry. 

"Mr.  Atkinson,  Q.C.,  with  whom  was  Mr. 
Ronan  (instructed  by  Mr.  Morphy,  Crown  Soli- 
citor for  Kerry),  said  there  was  no  objection  to 
the  venue  being  changed  to  the  City  of  Cork. 

**  Order  accordingly." 

and,  whether  such  report  is  correct;  and, 
if  so,  under  what  law  or  statute  the  Court 
of  Queen's  Bench  acted  ? 

Thk  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  pob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
yersity) :  My  attention  was  first  directed 
to  this  case  by  the  Question  of  the  hon. 
Member.  The  Queen's  Bench  has  at 
Common  Law  jurisdiction  to  change  the 
yenue  in  the  case  of  any  indictment  re- 
moved into  that  Court  by  certiorari^  as 
was  done  in  this  case. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY :  Is  it  the 
fact  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Queen's 
Bench  is  limited  to  the  removal  of  cases 
ioto  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  ? 

Mb.  holmes  :  When  the  case  has 
been  removed  into  the  Queen's  Bench 
they  can  order  the  venue  to  be  changed. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY:  Then  what 
is  the  object  of  Clause  4  of  the  Bill  ? 

UNIVERSITY  OF  GLASGOW— PRO- 
FESSOR OF  SCOTS  LAW. 

Mb.  CALDWELL  (Glasgow,  St. 
RoUox)  asked  the  Lord  Advocate,  Whe- 
tlier  the  appointment  has  yet  been  made 
to  the  office  of  Professor  of  Scots  Law 
in  the  University  of  Olasgow ;  and,  if 
not,  what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay  ? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H.  A. 
Maodonald)  (Edinburgh  and  St.  An- 
drew's Universities) :  There  has  been  no 
delay  in  this  matter.  The  resigoation  of 
Professor  Berry  was  sent  in  only  about 
three  weeks  ago,  and  the  matter  is  now 
under  consideration. 

WAR    OFFICE    (ORDNANCE    DEPART- 
MENT) —  DEFECTIVE    WEAPONS  — 
SWORD  BAYONETS  OF  THE  CITY  OF 
LONDON  ARTILLERY  VOLUNTEERS, 
Mb.  HANBURY  (Preston)  asked  the 

Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether  he 
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has  received  tlie  Eeport  as  to  the  sword 
bayonets  of  the  City  of  London  Artillery 
Yolunteers ;  and  whether  an  order  has 
been  issued  to  the  Commanding  Officers 
of  Volunteer  regiments  forbidding  them 
to  test  their  bayonets ;  and,  if  so,  why  ? 
The  SECRETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr.  E. 
Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Homcastle) : 
A  Report  has  been  received  from  Colonel 
Hope,  the  officer  commanding  the  Ist 
City  of  London  Artillery  Volunteers, 
from  which  it  appears  that  19  sword 
bayonets  belonging  to  that  corps  were 
tested,  some  by  being  thrust  into  a 
bundle  of  cotton  waste,  surrounded  by 
from  four  to  six  inches  of  straw,  and 
some  by  being  bent  against  the  ground. 
As  these  weapons  were,  by  direction  of 
the  Military  Authorities,  not  sharpened 
in  peace  time,  there  is  nothing  surpris- 
ing in  their  bending  under  the  first  test; 
while  as  regards  the  second  test,  the 
pressure  may,  for  all  we  know,  have 
been  more  severe  than  the  weapon 
could  or  ought  to  sustain.  Orders  have 
been  issued  that  Commanding  Officers 
of  Volunteers  are  not  to  apply  to  the 
weapons  of  their  corps  arbitrary  tests  of 
their  own  selection.  If  any  Command- 
ing Officer  doubts  the  efficiency  of  his 
weapons,  he  should  ask  that  they  may 
be  properly  tested  by  experts,  instead  of 
himself  inventing  and  applying  tests. 
Speaking  generally,  I  may  say  that  the 
bayonets  of  the  Artillery  Volunteers  will 
be  tested  as  soon  as  the  re-testingof  those 
in  the  hands  of  the  Militia  have  been 
completed.  As  regards  the  Infantry 
Volunteers,  their  bayonets  are  of  an  ob- 
solete pattern,  and  it  is  not  proposed  to 
re-test  them.  They  will  be  exchanged 
for  bayonets  of  the  Martini-Henry  pat- 
tern as  soon  as  sufficient  are  released 
from  the  Regular  troops  on  the  issue  of 
the  new  rifle.  I  am  anxious  to  make 
this  clear,  because  some  time  must  elapse 
before  the  exchange  can  be  effected. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT— DRAWING 
IN  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  CONWAY  (Leitrira,  N.)  asked 
the  Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education,  Who  the  Local 
Inspectors,  mentioned  in  Clause  2,  para- 
graph 8,  of  the  recent  Minute  relating 
to  aid  to  drawing  in  elementary  schools, 
are ;  who  appoints  them ;  what  qualifi- 
cations have  they  in  art  or  in  teaching 
power ;  and,  inasmuch  as  the  Local  In- 
spectors have,  under  paragraph  12  of 

Ur.  Hanhwry 


the  same  clause,  to  award  the  marks 
"excellent,"  *' good,"  '*  fair,"  or 
''failure,"  as  the  case  may  be,  after 
taking  into  consideration  the  method, 
time  of  instruction,  and  the  provision  o! 
examples,  whether  the  Government  will 
take  care  that  only  duly  qualified  judges 
of  drawing  shall  be  appointed  to  the 
position  of  Local  Inspector  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  (Sir  Wil- 
LiAM  Habt  Dyke)  (Kent,  Dartford) : 
The  names  of  the  Local  Inspectors  will 
be  found  on  page  2  of  the  The  Calendar 
and  General  Directory  of  the  Science  and 
Art  Department  for  the  present  year. 
They  are  appointed  year  by  year  by  the 
Department,  and  care  is  taken  that  thej 
should  be  fully  qualified  for  the  duties 
they  have  to  fulfil.  But  the  award  under 
paragraph  12  does  not  depend  upon  their 
judgment  alone,  or  even  to  any  great 
extent.  That  is  made  almost  altogether 
on  an  examination  by  the  technicid  exa- 
miners of  the  Department,  who  are  cer- 
tificated Art  masters,  of  the  works  exe- 
cuted by  the  children  in  the  presence 
of  the  Local  Inspectors. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND) -EVICTIONS  IN 

CO.  MAYO. 

Mr.  DILLON   (Mayo,  E.)   (for  Mr. 
Crilly)   (Mayo,  N.)    asked  the  Chiei 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  it  is  a  fact,  as  stated  in 
The  ^ening  Standard  of  6th  June,  that 
Her  Majesty's  gunboat    Banter er    has 
been  ordered  to  proceed  from  Weaiport, 
County  Mayo,  with  the  Sheriff  of  Mayo, 
his  bailiffs,  a  force  of  police,  and  a  Resi- 
dent Magistrate,  to  carry  out  12  eTio- 
tions  on  Clare  Island,  20  eyietioiis  <m 
Innisturk,  and  a  number  on  Inniskea, 
in  Clare  Bay ;    and,  whether  it  ia  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  bring  in 
the  assistance  of  the  naval  forcea  to  aid 
the  soldiers  and  the  police  who  are  now 
engaged  in  carrying  out   evictiona    in 
Ireland  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour)  (Manchester,  E.) :  I  think 
it  not  improbable  that  the  statement  of 
fact  in  the  first  paragraph  is  correct, 
though,  as  the  Question  is  down  ^without 
Notice,  I  have  no  specific  inforiiia.tiQn  on 
the  subject.  The  Goyemment  ^wiU  not 
hesitate,  in  case  of  necessity,  to  emploT 
any  force  at  their  disposal  to  cc^rry  ont 
the  decrees  of  the  Courts  of  La^^ir. 

Mr.  DILLON :  Will  the  ri^ht  Kon. 
Gentleman  answer  me  this  ttueetioi 
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whether  the  Goyernment,  before  they 
take  this  step,  will  make  inquiry  whe- 
ther during  the  greater  part  of  last  year 
the  whole  population  of  the  Island  were 
not  supported  by  publio  charity  con- 
nected with  this  country  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  make  inquiry  on  the  point, 
though  at  this  moment  I  fail  to  see  its 
bearing  upon  the  Question  which  the 
hon.  Member  puts  to  me. 

KOYAL  PARKS  AND  PLEASURE  GAR- 
DENS  —  KEW  GARDENS  —  PARTIAL 
CLOSURE    ON    WHIT    MONDAY. 

Mb.  PICKERSaiLL  (Bethnal  Green, 
8.W.)  asked  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works,  Whether  the  Museums  and  Tro- 
pical Houses  in  Kew  Gardens  were  closed 
on  Whit  Monday  last ;  and,  if  so,  why ; 
and,  whether  he  will  make  arrangements 
to  haTO  these  buildings  open  to  the  public 
on  general  holidays  in  future  ? 

Thb  first  commissioner  (Mr. 
Plunkbt)  (Dublin  University),  in  reply* 
said,  that  the  Museums  and  Gardens 
were  open  on  Whit  Monday  to  the  public. 
That  was  the  usual  rule  on  holidays,  and 
it  would  be  adhered  to. 

METROPOLITAN  POLICE— SERGEANT 

MURPHY. 

Mb.  OONYBEAEE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  If  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  case  of  Sergeant 
Murpby,   of    the  Metropolitan    Police, 
stationed  at  Her  Majesty's  Dockyard, 
Devonport,  and  who  (as  reported  in  The 
Wettem  Daily  Mercury  of  the  2 1st  May, 
by  the  correspondent  of  that  paper)  has 
been    degraded  by  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  for 
supposed  drunkenness,   the  fact  being 
that  Sergeant  Murphy  was  at  the  time 
suffering  from  illness,  and  was  ordered 
to  be  remoTod  to  the  Boyal  Nayal  Hos- 
pital by  one  of  the  Dockyard  doctors; 
and  whether  he  will  inquire  into  the 
case ;  and,  if  the  facts  are  as  reported, 
direct    tlie  Chief  Commissioner  to  re- 
instate Sergeant  Murphy  ? 

Thb  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Mattkbws)  (Birmingham,  E.):  I  am 
informed  by  the  Chief  Commissioner 
that  this  man  was  reported  drunk  on 
the  12tli  of  May,  and  was  accordingly 
suspended.    On  the   14th  he  was   re- 


duced. It  was  after  this  that,  pro- 
bably from  the  efifects  of  drink,  he  be- 
came so  excited  that  he  had  to  be  re- 
moTed  to  the  hospital.  I  must  decline 
to  interfere  with  the  discretion  of  the 
Commissioner  in  awarding  punishments 
in  such  cases. 

PUBLIO   BUSINESS— LEGISLATION  OP 
THE  SESSION. 

Mr.  E.  EOBEETSON  (Dundee) 
asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
What  measures,  if  any,  other  than  the 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland) 
Bill,  the  Government  intends  to  proceed 
with  this  Session ;  and,  what  means  the 
Gbvernment  will  adopt  to  enable  the 
House  to  consider  such  measures,  as 
well  as  the  Bills  of  priyate  Members, 
for  which  no  opportunity  of  discussion 
has  hitherto  been  found  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
(Strand,  Westminster) :  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  inform  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  what  measures  the  Govern- 
ment will  proceed  with  other  than  the 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland) 
Bill  during  the  present  Session.  The 
progress  which  has  been  made  with  that 
Bill  is  not  sufficient  to  justify  me  in  an- 
ticipating the  day  on  which  it  will  pass 
through  this  House.  Till  then  I  cannot 
state,  or  see  distinctly,  what  the  course 
of  Public  Business  is  likely  to  be  ;  and 
I  cannot  say  what  measures,  if  any, 
other  than  the  Criminal  Law  Amend- 
ment (Ireland)  Bill  the  Government 
will  think  it  right  to  press  upon  the 
attention  of  the  House.  That  answer 
will  apply  also  to  the  second  part  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member's  Question.  I 
shall  possibly  find  it  my  duty  to  ask  the 
House  to  take  some  measures  to  pro- 
mote the  greater  despatch  of  Publio 
Business.  I  hope  it  may  not  be  neces- 
sary to  do  so  ;  but  I  am  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  do  so  at  this  moment. 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON  :  What  is  the 
nature  of  these  measures,  and  when  is 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  likely  to  make 
his  demand  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  do  so.  Sir. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy,  &c,) :  How  does  the  Gt>Temment 
propose  to  fulfil  its  pledge,  given  early 
in  the  Session,  that  this  House  would 
not  part  with  the  Criminal  Law  Amend- 
ment (Ireland)  Bill  till  it  was  in  pos- 
session of   the  Irish  Land  Law  Bill, 
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which  seems  to  have  fallen  asleep,  or 
dropped  out  of  existence^  in  *'  another 
place?'' 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  By  the  honour- 
able  fulfilment  of  the  engagements  made 
by  the  Government  in  this  House. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Burt  (Morpeth), 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  said,  the  Govern- 
ment were  most  anxious  to  provide  faci- 
lities for  the  discussion  of  the  Coal 
Mines,  &o.  Begulation  Bill ;  and  if  it 
were  agreeable  to  hon.  Gentlemen  in- 
terested in  the  measure,  the  Govern- 
ment would  endeavour  that  it  should  be 
reached  at  half-past  11  or  12  o'clock  on 
Thursday  night.  He  was  not  at  present 
in  a  position  to  give  an  evening  for  the 
discussion  of  the  question. 

JUBILEE  THANKSGIVING  SERVICE 
(WESTMINSTER  ABBEY)— ACCIDENT 
TO  A  WORKMAN. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) asked  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  Whether  he  will  provide  that 
out  of  the  £17,000  recently  voted  for 
the  Jubilee  Service  in  Westminster 
Abbey,  a  sufficient  compensation  shall 
be  paid  to  the  family  or  relatives  of  the 
workman  who  has  been  killed,  and  to 
the  other  workmen  who  have  been,  or 
may  be,  injured  in  the  course  of  their 
duty  upon  the  said  work  ? 

Thb  first  lord  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminister) :  The 
Government  are  not  liable  for  accidents 
to  workmen  in  the  employment  of  con- 
tractors, and  that  must  be  my  answer 
to  the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member, 
though  they  deeply  regret  that  any 
person  employed  under  these  circum- 
stances should  meet  with  so  serious  and 
fatal  an  accident. 

EGYPT  — THE  ANGLO-TURKISH  CON- 
VENTION  —  FRANCE  AND  THE  NEW 
HEBRIDES— THE  PAPERS. 

Me.  JOHN  MORLEY  (Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne):  I  wish  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  a  Question,  of 
which  I  gave  him  private  Notice  yester- 
day, When  the  Oovernment  will  be  able 
to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House 
Papers  relating  to  the  Egyptian  Con- 
vention, and  also  any  Correspondence 
*vhich  has  taken  place  between  the 
Government  and  the  Government  of 
France  in  relation  to  the  New  Hebrides  ? 

Sir  George  Campbell 


The  FHtST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Shith)  (Strand,  Westminster):  With 
regard  to  the  Egyptian  Convention,  I 
hope  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  lay  Papers  on  the  Table  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days.  With  regard 
to  the  New  Hebrides,  negotiations  are 
still  in  progress;  but  they  have  been 
undoubtedly  delayed.  But  that  is  not 
due  to  any  laches  on  the  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  Therefore,  I  am 
unable  to  give  any  undertaking  in  re- 
gard to  that  part  of  the  Question. 

JUBILEE  THANKSGIVING  SERVICE 
(WESTMINSTER  ABBEY)— ACCOMMO- 
DATION FOR  SERVANTS  OF  THIS 
HOUSE. 

Mr.  BEADLAUGH  (Northampton) 
asked.  Whether,  in  the  arrangements 
that  had  been  made  for  the2l8t  of  June, 
any  provision  had  been  made  for  the 
minor  servants  of  the  House,  to  whom 
they  were  all  much  indebted  ? 

Thb  FIEST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  am  sure  every  Member 
of  the  House  will  be  exceedingly  glad  if 
it  is  possible  to  make  any  such  pro- 
vision. I  am  only  a  Member  of  the 
Committee;  but  I  will  take  care  that 
the  matter  is  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Committee. 

THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  MARKET 
TOLLS— NOMINATION  OF  THE  COM- 
MITTEE. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Longford,  N.) 
asked  when  the  Committee  on  Market 
Tolls  would  be  selected,  and  whether 
attention  would  be  paid  to  the  Irish 
branch  of  the  subject ;  and  also  whether 
in  the  selection  of  it  some  attention 
would  be  paid  to  the  Irish  Members  ? 

The  first  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster)  said,  he  would  take  care 
the  subject  was  not  lost  sight  of. 

POST  OFFICE— EAST  INDIA  AND  CHINA 
MAIL  CONTRACT. 
Mr.   PROVAND    (Glasgow,     Black- 
friars,  &c.),  asked  Whether,  as  a  ^reat 
number  of  hon.  Members  took  a  great 
interest    in    the  question  of  the    con* 
tract  for  the   oonveyance  of  mails  to 
the  East,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasurj 
would  pledge  himself  that  the    Heeo* 
lution  on  the  subject  should  be  broa^ht 
on  for  discussion  by  half-past  lO  or  11 
o'clock  at  night  ? 
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The  first  LOED  of  thb  TRBA- 
8UEY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster)  said,  lie  was  anxious,  as 
much  as  possible,  to  consult  the  conveni- 
ence of  hon.  Members ;  but  he  was  afraid 
he  would  not  be  able  to  bring  on  the  mail 
contracts  at  so  early  an  hour,  unless 
they  had  extraordinary  and  rapid  pro- 
gress with  the  Criminal  Law  Amend- 
ment (Ireland)  Bill,  which  he  hoped 
might  be  the  case.  In  such  circum- 
stances, he  should  endeavour  to  meet 
the  hon.  Member's  wishes. 

Db.  CLARK  (Caithness)  asked  whe- 
ther the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
aware  that  last  night,  when  the  Yote 
was  on,  the  Postmaster  General  stated 
to  the  House  that  they  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  question 
of  these  contracts,  and  that  on  that 
understanding  they  did  not  continue  the 
discussion? 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  replied,  that  he 
hoped  there  would  be  an  opportunity 
for  discussing  the  question  of  these  con- 
tracts ;  but  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
make  any  engagement  in  the  present 
condition  of  Public  Business,  unless  the 
Hoose  would  itself  assist  the  Govern- 
ment in  forwarding  that  Business. 

Mb.  PROVAND  said,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  said  it  might  come 
on  at  12  o'clock.  Now,  as  this  was  a 
most  important  matter,  he  would  ask 
bim,  to  consent  to  its  being  taken  at 
11  o'clock? 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  am  sorry  to 
aay  that  I  cannot  meet  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's wish. 

OltDERS    OF  THE  DAT. 

OHIMIKAL  LAW  AMENDMENT  (IRE- 
lAND)  BILL.— [Bill  217.] 
(Mr,  A.  -/.  Balfour y  Mr.  Secretary  Matthews,  Mr. 
Attomeif  Oeneral,  Mr.   Attorney  General  for 
Inland.^ 
OOMMITTEE.    [^ProgreM  2Zrd  May.'] 

[^THIETBENTH  NIGHl'.] 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Sfsclax  Juhy  ajxd  Eemoval  of  Tkial. 

dause  3  (Order  for  special  jury). 

Thb  chief  SBCRETAEY  for 
IBELANI>  (Mr-  A.  J.  Balfottk)  (Man- 
eheater,  S-)  '  With  the  permission  of 
the  Committee,  and  for  the  benefit  of 
those  hoD.  Gentlemen  who  have  not, 
veAsMf  gone  through  the  Amendments 


on  the  Paper,  I  will  follow  the  example 
which  was  set  the  other  day  by  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  rise  to  a  point  of  Order.  On  a  former 
occasion  the  course  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  now  proposes  to  adopt  was 
taken  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
who  wasted  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
which  resulted  in  no  advantage  what- 
ever. Unless  hon.  Members  are  to  have 
the  right  to  discuss  the  statement  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  proposes  to  make, 
I  respectfully  submit  that  that  statement 
will  not  be  in  Order. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Of  course,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  entitled,  as 
a  right,  to  make  a  statement  except 
with  the  consent  of  the  Committee. 
\Crie8  of  **  No!  "  from  the  Irish  Members.'] 
It  ia,  however,  generally  permitted  to  a 
Minister  in  the  position  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  do  so  when  it  is  for  the 
convenience  of  the  House. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  shall  not 
detain  the  Committee  long. 

Mr.  LABOUCHEftB  (Northampton) : 
I  rise  to  Order.  You  have  just  stated, 
Mr.  Courtney,  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman is  not  in  Order  in  making  a 
statement,  unless  he  does][so  with  the 
consent  of  the  Committee,  and  that  con- 
sent, at  present,  has  not  been  given. 

SirWILLIAM  HARCOURT(Derby): 
I  understand  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman desires  to  make  a  statement 
which  it  would  be  for  the  convenience 
of  the  Committee  that  he  should  make. 
That  being  so,  I  think,  having  regard 
to  the  universal  practice  of  the  House, 
that  the  House  is  in  the  habit  of  con- 
senting to  that  course  being  adopted 
in  the  interests  of  Public  Business ;  and 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will, 
therefore,  be  allowed  to  make  his  state- 
ment. 

The  chairman  :  In  regard  to  the 
point  of  Order  raised  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton  (Mr.  Labouchere), 
I  may  say  that  it  is  not  necessary  that 
every  single  voice  should  consent  to  a 
statement  being  made. 

Mr.  LABOUCHBRE:  In  this  case 
it  was  not  a  single  voice,  but  a  good 
many  voices. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth) :  The  point  is,  whe- 
ther hon.  Members  will  be  allowed  to 
discuss  the  statement  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  allowed  to  make  one  ? 


{ThirUenth  Nig}4r] 
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Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  I  do  not,  of 
course,  mean  to  discuss  the  merits  of 
any  Amendment  on  the  Paper;  but  I 
may  remind  the  House  that,  while  the 
Amendments  to  this  clause  yesterday 
amounted  to  the  modest  number  of  six, 
they  have  grown  since  to  55. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  rise  to  Order. 
I  wish  to  know  whether  the  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  in  Order, 
seeing  that  it  is  an  indirect  attempt  to 
fasten  an  unfair  charge  upon  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  haye  put  Amendments  on  the 
Paper  ? 

The  OHAIEMAN  :  Of  course,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  must  refrain  from 
making  any  charges,  direct  or  indirect, 
against  hon.  Members,  or  from  entering 
into  debateable  matter. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  I  am  bound 
to  deny  that  I  had  the  slightest  inten- 
tion of  casting  any  aspersion  on  any 
hon.  Member,  either  directly  or  in- 
directly, or  of  raising  any  controversial 
matter;  but  as  a  large  section  of  the 
Committee  appears  to  obj  eotto  my  making 
a  statement  I  will  not  do  so. 

Mb.  O'DOHEETY  (Donegal.  N.) :  I 
beg^  to  move,  as  an  Amendment,  in  page 
3,  Hue  7,  after  the  first  word  **  where," 
to  insert  the  words  '*  after  the  passing 
of  this  Act."  The  2nd  section  of  the 
Bill  specifies  a  number  of  offences, 
and  provides  that  they  shall  be  tried 
by  a  summary  tribunal  specially  com- 
posed, and  consisting  of  men  of  such 
experience  and  legal  knowledge  as  the 
Lord  Chancellor  may  be  advised  to 
appoint.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
the  Government,  when  they  were  defend- 
ing the  2nd  clause  of  the  BiU,  stated 
that  the  reason  why  they  had  provided 
that  it  should  not  have  a  retrospective 
operation  was  because  there  was  to  be  a 
new  tribunal  to  decide  questions  of  law 
and  fact ;  and  for  that  reason,  and  on 
that  ground,  they  based  their  proposal 
to  make  the  2nd  sub-section  of  the  2nd 
clause  prospective  instead  of  retrospec- 
tive. Then  I  would  ask  the  Committee 
to  consider  whether  there  are  not  far 
stronger  grounds  for  determining  that 
the  operation  of  the  Srd  clause  should 
not  be  retrospective?  Certainly,  the 
grounds  are  much  stronger  than  those 
which  seem  to  have  actuated  the  Go- 
vernment in  the  former  case  and  on 
which  they  professed  to  act — namely, 
that  a  serious  change  has  been  made  in 
the  procedure  for  the  trial  of  these 
offences.    The  Committee  will  remember 


that  the  cases  which  gave  rise  to  the 
Juries  Act  in  Ireland  were  principally 
these — the  Sheriffs  of  the  various  coun- 
ties in  Ireland  were  in  the  habit  of 
selecting  the  juries,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  selected  them  was  so  abomin- 
able that  it  became  a  perfect  scandal, 
so  much  so  that  the  Government  of  the 
day — for  at  that  time  the  general  sense 
of  Parliament  condemned  the  action  of  the 
Sheriffs  and  Sub-Sheriffs  in  empannel- 
ling  juries — provided  a  very  high  quali- 
fication in  the  hope  of  getting  the  jury 
panel  to  work  more  easily.    Now,  the 
peculiarity  of  the  decision  on  that  occa- 
sion, and  it  is  the  matter  to  which  I  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee, 
was  this — that  the  Parliament  of  this 
country  decided  that  the  persons  who 
were  diarged  with  the  selection  of  the 
jurors  should  not  be  entrusted  with  the 
power  of  empannelling  j  uries.   Now,  the 
object  of  this  clause  is  altogether  the 
reverse,  and  it  will  give  to  a  particular 
class  not  merely  the  empannelling  and 
selection  of  the  jurors,  but  will  enable 
them  to    try    every    case    themselves. 
Over  more  than  one-half  of  Ireland  the 
qualification  for  a  special  juror  is  £150, 
and,  consequently,  the  privilege  is  con- 
fined to  landlords,  land  agents,  and  per- 
sons of  that  class.     If  when  the  power 
of  selecting  jurors  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  same  individual  it  became  a  scandal 
and  a  reproach,  and  Parliament  found 
it    necessary    to    take    it    from    them, 
surely,  at  the  present  time,  when  agra- 
rianism  is  really  the  matter  the  Gh>Tem- 
ment  profess  to  aim  at,  their  proposal  to 
hand  over  to  a  class  who  have  so  dis- 
graced themselves  and  so  dishonoured 
the  administration  of   justice    in    the 
trial  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  their 
political  opponents  is  preposterous.    It 
is  quite  plain  that  if  the  Government 
were   of   opinion  that    to    hand    over 
the    summary    jurisdiction    in     minor 
offences  to  two    Eesident  Magistrates 
with  special  legal  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience  was  such  a   serious  thing*   that 
they  would  not  make  the  operation  of 
the  clause  retrospective,  then,  d  fortiori^ 
in  this  case  a  trial  by  a  special  jury  in 
Ireland  is  a  far  more  serious  matter.     It 
is  for  these  reasons  that  I  think    my 
Amendment  which  proposes  that  past  in- 
dictments— indictments  already  found 

should  not  be  subjected  to  the  operation 
of  this  clause — that,  in  point  of  fact, 
the  operation  of  the  section  ahcHild  be 
prospective  and  not  retrospective.     Feel- 
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ing  that  the  principle  oontained  in  the 
Amendment  is  manifestly  one  which, 
after  the  decision  upon  the  2nd  clause, 
the  Committee  ought  manifestly  to 
adopt,  I  beg  to  propose  the  Amend- 
ment which  stands  on  the  Paper  in  my 
name. 


line 
the 


Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  li 
7,  after  the  word  **  where,"  insert  t 
words  ^*  after  the  passing  of  this  Act." 
"{Mr.  (yjDoh^ty!) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Thb  chief  secretary  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub)  (Man- 
chester, E.) :  The  argument  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  appears  to  be  directed 
against  the  principle  of  having  special 
juries  at  al(  rather  than  against  the 
retrospectiye  action  of  the  clause.  An 
objection  to  retrospective  legislation 
may  be  perfectly  valid   in  its  proper 

Elace ;  but  on  this  occasion  it  has  very 
ttle  application  to  the   clause  under 
discussion.     The    Government    are    of 
opinion  that  if  a  crime  were  committed 
—for   instance,    between    to-day    and 
the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act — it 
ought  to  be  punished  by  the  machinery 
provided  by  this  clause.    That  being  so, 
it  is  impossible  for  the  Government  to 
Accept  an    Amendment    which    would 
practically  give  immunity  to  all  offences 
oomoiitted  between  this  time  and  the 
time  when  the  Act  will  become  law. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  accept  either  the  Amend- 
ment or  a  subsequent  one  by  the  hon. 
Member,    which  deals  with  the  same 
question. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.): 
I  wish  to  ask  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  whether  it  is  not  a  fact  that  the 
Oovemment  have  themselves,  on  a  recent 
occasion — ^I  think  the  2nd  of  June — in 
the  case  of  the  Kerry  Emergency  men, 
obtained  or  assented  to  a  change  of  venue  ? 
I  also  wish  to  know  how  many  prisoners 
are  now  awaiting  their  trial  in  Ireland  ? 
Further,  is  it  a  fact  that  at  the  last 
Clare  and  Xiimerick  Assizes  there  was  a 
change  of  Tonue,  so  that  before  the  Bill 
comes  into  operation  at  all  the  men  now 
in  prison  wiU  have  to  suffer  an  addi- 
tional three  months'  imprisonment  ?  As 
some  of  them  maybe  detained  in  prison, 
in  view  of  the  possible  passing  of  this 
Bill,  I  want  to  know  how  many  pri- 


soners there  are  in  Ireland  now  await- 
ing trial  to  whom  this  section  will 
apply  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  pob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  do  not  think  I  should  be  in 
Order  if  I  were  to  discuss  questions 
that  have  reference  to  another  clause  of 
the  Bill.  Later  on  the  question  of 
change  of  venue  will  more  properly 
come  on  for  discussion.  In  regard  to 
the  number  of  prisoners  now  awaiting 
trial  in  Ireland,  I  am  unable  to  give  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  infor- 
mation he  desires ;  but  if  he  will  put  a 
Question  on  the  Paper  in  an  ordinary 
way,  I  will  obtain  information  on  the 
points  to  which  he  has  referred.  I  be- 
lieve that  what  occurred  at  the  Glare  and 
Limerick  Assizes  was  due  to  the  action  of 
the  Court  itself. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  No ;  to  the  action 
of  the  Crown. 

Mb.  HOLMES:  I  am  not  able  to 
enter  further  into  the  matter  now. 

Mb.  CHANCE  (KUkenny,  8.) :  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary has  told  the  Committee  that  if  the 
Government  were  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment, and  were  to  confine  the  operation 
of  the  clause  to  cases  which  may  arise 
after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  a  certain 
number  of  offenders  would  obtain  im- 
munity ;  but  he  seems  to  have  over- 
looked the  fact  that  in  Ireland,  con- 
sidering the  weakness  of  the  evidence 
in  many  of  the  cases  brought  on  for 
trial,  Irish  juries  evince  quite  as  much 
readiness  as  English  juries  to  convict, 
and,  in  fact,  a  good  deal  more.  I  only 
rose  for  the  purpose  of  pointing  out  to 
the  Committee  that,  in  refusing  to  accept 
this  Amendment,  the  Government  will 
secure  for  themselves  the  right  of  select- 
ing from  a  jury  panel  containing  200  or 
250  names  any  12  they  may  consider 
reliable,  and  they  will  have  no  difficulty 
either  in  obtaining  special  jurors,  or 
in  selecting  those  whom  they  know  will 
convict. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOIJRT(perby): 
I  understand  that  the  question  raised  by 
the  hon.  Member  below  the  Gangway  is 
the  substitution  of  a  common  jury  for 
a  special  jury  in  cases  of  treason  and 
treason-felony.  Therefore,  as  I  under- 
stand the  objection,  it  is  one  which  is 
raised  against  the  whole  of  the  clause. 
Personally,  I  shall  vote  against  the 
clause ;  but  I  think  it  is  unneoessary  to 
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discuss  the  Amendments  which  are  pro- 
posed to  be  made  in  it.  I  do  not  feel 
sure  that  the  question  which  has  been 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  will  be  best 
discussed  on  this  clause ;  and,  in  regard 
to  prisoners  now  awaiting  trial,  their 
oases  are  those  in  which  indictments 
have  already  been  found.  What  I  would 
venture  to  suggest  is  that  the  best 
course  for  the  opponents  of  the  Bill  to 
pursue  would  be  to  confine  the  discus- 
sion of  the  provisions  of  the  measure  to 
points  which  raise  what  may  be  called 
vital  principles  in  the  various  clauses, 
and  to  divide  against  every  clause  by 
way  of  protest  against  the  Bill  gene- 
rally. That  seems  to  me  to  be  a  rea- 
sonable way  for  the  Opposition  to  assert 
their  views  with  respect  to  the  principle 
of  the  Bill,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  the 
course  that  will  be  pursued.  We  shall, 
in  that  case,  be  able  to  record  our  pro- 
test against  the  clause,  and  that  protest 
will  remain  upon  the  records  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mb.  PARNELL  (Cork) :  I  think  the 
advice  which  has  just  been  given  to  my 
hon.  Friends  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Derby  (Sir  William 
Harcourt)  is  good  advice,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  they  will  pay  the  attention  to 
it  which  it  deserves,  as  coming  from  one 
of  such  great  experience  in  the  usages 
and  traditions  of  the  House  as  that 
which  is  possessed  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  I,  too,  think,  in  view  of 
the  late  period  of  the  Session  at  which 
the  Committee  has  arrived,  and  the  vast 
number  of  principles  of  vital  importance 
which  still  remain  to  be  discussed  in  the 
remaining  clauses  of  the  Bill,  that  my 
hon.  Friends,  who  have  conducted  the 
opposition  to  this  Bill  up  to  the  present 
moment  with  such  skill,  judgment,  and 
courage,  would  do  well  to  select  from 
among  the  Amendments  on  the  Paper 
those  which  they  deem  to  be  absolutely 
indispensable  to  press  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee.  It  is  obvious 
that  the  time  will  not  be  sufficient  to 
allow  of  full  discussion,  or,  indeed,  any 
sort  of  discussion,  upon  the  smaller 
points  which  my  hon.  Friends  are  de- 
sirous to  bring  before  the  attention  of 
the  Committee.  I  speak  with  great 
diffidence  as  one  wh/;  has  not  been  able 
to  take  any  part  in  the  proceedings  in 
Comn^ittee  up  to  the  present  moment, 
and  oonseqvenily  as  one  who  is  liable  to 
incur  the  impu'^tion  of  insufficient  know- 
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ledge  of  what  has  been  going  on  io  his 
absence.  StUl,  as  far  as  my  humble 
opinion  goes,  I  would  strongly  support 
the  advice  given  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Derby,  and  I 
will  ask  my  hon.  Friends  to  select  those 
matters  of  pressing,  urgent,  and  vital 
importance  which  they  desire  to  press  on 
the  Committee,  and  to  claim  from  this 
Committee  with  the  utmost  fearlessness, 
and  with  the  utmost  determination,  that 
a  full  opportunity  shall  be  afforded  to 
them  to  discuss  those  matters. 

Mr.  O'DOHERTY  :  Of  course,  I  feel 
that  the  point  I  have  raised,  which  has 
reference  to  indictments  already  found, 
may  be  properly  raised  on  another 
clause,  and  the  principle  fairly  dis- 
cussed. I  will,  therefore,  ask  the  leave 
of  the  Committee  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  mthdraum. 

Thb  chairman  ;  Does  the  hon. 
Member  propose  to  move  the  next 
Amendment,  which  is  also  in  his  name  ? 

Me.  O'DOHERTY  :  No. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, £.) :  I  wish  to  move  as  an  Amend- 
ment, in  the  first  line  of  the  clause,  after 
<<  crime,"  to  insert  "  other  than  treason- 
felony  or  treason."     The  Gt^vemment 
have  on  previous  occasions  manifested  a 
desire  to  show  that  the  proposals  em- 
bodied in  the  Bill  are  nothing  more  than 
the  reproduction  of  provisions  which  are 
already  in  force.    In  regard  to  the  law 
of  England  and  Scotland,  whether  they 
are  correct  in  that  assumption  or  not  is 
a  matter  of  opinion  ;  but,  at  any  rate, 
that  being  their  view  of  the  matter,  I 
presume  that  they  cannot  object  to  a 
proposal  to  assimilate  the  law  of  Ire- 
land to    that    which    obtains   in    this 
country.     The  Amendment  which  X  have 
placed  on  the  Paper  is  in  accord  witia. 
the  existing  law  of  England.    At  pre- 
sent there  is  no  right  to  claim  a  special 
jury  for  the  trial  of  cases  of  high  treaaan 
or  treason-felony  either  in  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  or  any  other  tribunal, 
nor  is  there  any  such  right  in  oases  of 
misdemeanour  tried  at  the  Sessions  and 
Assizes — that  is  to  say,  that  there  is  no 
absolute  right  of  trial  by  special  jury; 
but  a  special  jury  may  be  allowed  in  a 
case  of  misdemeanour,  where  it  haa  been 
ordered  by  the  Queen's  Bench  Division 
subject  to  certain  conditions  laid  dowii  in 
the  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  80.  Those  proviaiona 
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stipulate  that  the  form  by  which  an 
inferior  Oourt  may  empannel  a  jury  in  a 
criminal  prosecution  for  misdemeanour 
should   be  prescribed  by  the  Queen's 
Bench  Division  imder  a  writ  of  eertiorari. 
In  that  event  an  indictment  may  be  re- 
moved ;  but  only  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  I  have  mentioned,  and  the  re- 
moval can  only  take  place  either  when 
the  indictment  in  the  Court  below  is 
against  a  body  corporate,  which  is  not 
the  question  here,  or  else  where  it  has 
heen    made    to  appear  to  the  higher 
Court  that  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  can- 
not otherwise  be  had.    The  Amendments 
which  I  have  placed  upon  the  Paper 
iiave  been  drafted  with  the  intention  of 
allowing  not  only  the  Attorney  General, 
who  has  now  a  right,  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown,  to  demand  the  removal  of  a  case 
into  the  Queen's  Bench  Division,  but 
bIbo  of  enabling  the  prosecutor  or  de- 
fendant to  have  the  same  right — namely, 
the  right  of  removing*  under  a  writ  of 
certiorari^  a  case  in  the  Queen's  Bench 
Division.     If  the  Committee  accept  my 
Amendments,  it  will  then  be  open  to  the 
defendant  to  apply  for  a  special  jury; 
and  he  would  have  to  do  so  not  by  an 
ex  parU  motion,  but  by  a  motion  in 
Oourt,  and  not  in  Chambers,  with  notice 
duly  served  upon  the  other  side,  and  he 
must  be  prepared  to  show  cause  why  the 
application  for  a  special  jury  should  be 
entertained.    At  the  present  moment  it 
is  not  necessary  that  I  should  urge  fur- 
ther reasons  for  the  acceptance  of  my 
Amendments;    but  I  should  certainly 
like  to  hear  ftoxsi  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland,  or  the  Attorney  General  for 
England,  what  objections  there  can  be 
to  the  proposal. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line  7, 
after  the  word  ''crime,"  to  insert  the 
words,  ''other  than  treason  felony  or 
treason." — {Mr.  Arthur  0  Connor.) 

Qneetion  proposed, ''  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  por 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (DubUn  Uni- 
versity) :  The  hon.  Member,  in  moving 
the  Amendment,  has  referred  to  other 
Amendments  which  stand  in  his  name, 
and  which  relate  to  subsequent  portions 
of  this  elanee,  but  which  certainly  seem 
to  me  to  be  of  a  character  altogether  un- 
suitable for  adoption  in  the  clause  as  it 
now  stands  before  the  Committee.  I 
may  add  that  before  the  Amendments  of 


the  hon.  Member  can  come  on  for  dia* 
cussion,  there  are  one  or  two  important 
Amendments  standing  in  the  names  of 
other  Members,  which  seem  to  me  to 
raise,  in  a  more  definite  way,  the  matters 
to  which  he  has  referred.  The  Amend- 
ment now  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member 
is  to  the  effect  that  an  order  of  the  Court 
for  empannelling  a  special  jury  shall  not 
apply  in  cases  of  treason-felony  or 
treason.  The  hon.  Member  is  quite 
right  in  saying  that,  as  the  law  stands 
at  the  present  moment*  both  in  England 
and  Ireland,  a  special  jury  cannot  be 
empannelled  for  the  trial  of  a  case  either 
of  treason  or  felony.  I  believe  the 
origin  of  that  exception  was  that  a 
special  jury  under  the  old  system  was 
incompatible  with  the  challenges  al- 
lowed by  law  to  the  accused.  The 
Crimes  Act  of  1882  altered  that  state 
of  things,  and  provided  that  a  special 
jury  might  be  taken  from  a  long  panel 
with  the  right  of  challenge  which  the 
law  now  gives,  and  that  is  practically 
the  proposal  we  now  make  in  this 
clause.  One  of  the  grounds  upon  which 
we  do  this  is  that,  in  trials  for  treason 
and  treason-felony,  it  is  particularly  de- 
sirable to  have  juries  of  mtelligenoe  and 
independent  minds.  It  is  very  difficult 
indeed  for  an  ordinary  common  jury  to 
follow  the  charge  of  a  Judge  in  difficult 
cases  of  this  kind,  involving  a  consider^- 
able  amount  of  technical  legal  matter. 
I  think  most  hon.  Members  would  regret 
that  cases  of  that  kind  should  be  tried  by 
individuals  whose  intelligence  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  enable  them  to  understand  the 
merits  of  the  case  and  to  comprehend 
the  directions  of  the  Judge.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  feel  that  I  have  no  altera 
native  but  to  oppose  the  Amendment 
moved  by  the  hon.  Member. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  The 
reason  why  I  consider  it  necessary  to 
include  the  words  *'  treason  or  treason- 
felony"  in  the  Amendment  was,  as  I 
explained  at  the  outset  of  my  observa- 
tions, that  at  present  neither  the  Crown 
nor  the  defendant  in  a  case  of  treason  or 
treason- felony  has  a  right  to  claim  a 
special  jury,  either  in  the  Queen's  fieuch 
Division  or  elsewhere.  I  pointed  out 
that,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  necessary  to  re- 
cognize in  the  present  section  the  excep- 
tion thus  made  in  the  existing  law.  In 
some  cases  of  treason  you  may  have  a 
trial  at  Bar  with  the  Court  sitting  in 
banco,  so  that  there  would  be  no  need  to 
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empannel  a  special  jaiy,  and  it  is  for 
totally  difiPerent  cases  that  special  juries 
are  allowed  in  this  country.  Even  if  the 
Committee  are  prepared  to  take  the  yiew 
of  the  Attorney  Oeneral  for  Ireland,  I 
think  it  would  only  be  reasonable  to 
make  this  exception  from  the  operation 
of  the  clause  of  oases  of  treason  and 
treason-felony,  and  I  trust  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  adopt  my  Amendments. 
They  cannot  afterwards  be  embarrassed 
by  them  in  the  slightest  degree.  At  any 
rate,  they  will  be  aware  that  there  would 
be  no  departure  from  the  construction  of 
the  Bill  beyond  that  which  is  absolutely 
necessary,  because,  according  to  the  pro- 
fessions of  the  Government  themselves, 
their  desire  is  to  make  the  provisions  of 
the  measure  as  much  like  those  which 
now  apply  in  England  and  Scotland  as 
nossible 

Sm  CHAELES  RUSSELL  (Hackney, 
S.) :  If  proyisions  of  this  nature  are  to 
be  applicable  to  any  class  of  offences,  I 
cannot  see  any  reason  why  there  should 
be  a  special  exemption  in  regard  to  this 
particular  class  of  offences.  I  would, 
however,  suggest  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman in  charge  of  the  Bill  that  it  would 
simplify  matters  if  he  would  give  some  in- 
dication as  to  what  the  view  of  the  Go- 
vernment is  in  regard  to  the  later  Amend- 
ments. I  hope  that  I  am  not  out  of 
Order  in  maxing  this  reference;  but, 
speaking  for  myself,  and  speaking  also, 
I  believe,  for  a  good  many  on  this  side 
of  the  Conunittee,  I  would  suggest  that 
the  difficulty  might  be  best  met  by  adopt- 
ing a  later  Amendment  which  stands  in 
the  name  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  South  Donegal  (Mr.  Mao  NeiU), 
which  provides  that — 

''  On  application  of  either  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral or  the  defendant  on  notice  of  motion  or  sum- 
mons  to  the  other  side,  make  an  order  that  the 
trial  of  the  defendant  or  defendants,  if  more 
than  one,  shall  be  hy  a  special  jury. 

**  No  such  order  shall  be  made  unless  the  Kigh. 
Court  is  satisfied  that  the  application  for  it  is 
not  made  vexatiously  or  for  delay,  and  that  it 
is  expedient  for  the  ends  of  justice  that  the  trial 
should  take  place  before  a  special  jury.  The 
court  may  in  such  order  postpone  the  trial  on 
such  terms  as  seem  just." 

The  adoption  of  that  Amendment  would 
obviate  many  of  the  objections  which  I 
entertain  to  the  clause  as  it  stands.  I 
quite  recognize  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  1882  may  be  looked  upon  by  the 
Government  as  a  justification  for  the 
provision  as  it  stands  in  the  Bill ;  but 

Mr.  Arthmr  V  Oofmor 


the  circumstances  of  the  case  were  very 
different,  and  I  would  point  out  that 
the  provisions  of  this  measure  are  to  be 
permanent  in  their  character,  and  are  to 
remain  as  part  of  the  general  law  of  the 
country. 

Mk.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  it 
would  be  entirely  out  of  Order  if  we 
were  now  to  discuss  a  later  Amendment 
— No.  23 — on  which  the  point  raised  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  will 
probably  arise.  I  cannot,  however,  hold 
out  any  hope  that  the  Government  will 
be  able  to  accept  the  Amendment  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Ohief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is  entirely  mis- 
taken in  the  statement  he  has  made  that 
this  clause  was  contained  in  the  Crimes 
Act  of  1 882.    It  was  nothing  of  the  kind ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  the  clause  we  are 
now  discussing  is  as  different  from  the 
clause  in  the  Act  of  1882  as  chalk  is 
from  cheese.    To  begin  with,  in  the  Act 
of  1882  there  was  a  definite  number  of 
jurors  to  be  summoned.    I  believe  it 
was  necessary  to  summon  200  in  alL 
[Mr.  HoLiCBS  dissented.  J    I  think  I  am 
right  in  asserting  that  under  that  Act  it 
was  necessary  to  summon  a  definite  num- 
ber of  jurors ;  but  under  this  Bill  the 
provision,  instead  of  being  of  so  inno- 
cuous a  character,  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
by  Clause  15,  will  have  power  to  make 
rules  concerning  all  matters  of  procedure 
in  cases  where  a  special  jury  is  required. 
After  laying  down  a  long  and  atrocioas 
list  of  things  which  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
may  do,  the  clause  says  that  he 

**  may,  from  time  to  time,  make,  and  when 
made,  revoke,  add  to,  and  alter  roles  in  relation 
to  the  case  where  a  special  jury  is  required  and 
the  number  of  jurors  to  be  returned  on  any 
panel,"  &o. 

So  that  if  there  are  5,000  jurors  on  the 
Sheriff's  book,  he  may  select  any  13  of 
them  he  pleases  to  try  a  case  of  treason 
or  treason-felony. 

Thb  chairman  :  I  think  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  is  travelling 
altogether  wide  of  the  special  Augend- 
ment  now  before  the  Committee. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  quite  reoo^uizd 
the  justice  of  your  ruling,  Sir ;  but  I 
was  only  stating  what  the  nature  of  tha 
clause  in  the  Act  of  1882  was,  and  X  wm 
only  at  the  beginning  of  my  argument  tc 
show  that  it  was  not  at  all  identical  wit^ 
the  clause  we  are  now  dealing    wiUH 
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Therefore,  under  the  ciroumstances.  your 
ruling,  Mr.  Courtney,  will  probably  save 
the  Oommittee  a  considerable  amount  of 
time.     The  Bill  declares  that — 

**lt  is  expedient  to  amend  the  law  relating  to 
the  plac^  of  trial  of  offences  committed  in  Ire- 
Una,  for  secorinic  more  fair  and  impartial 
trials,  and  for  relieving  jurors  from  danger  to 
their  liyes,  property,  &nd  business.*' 

Now,  Sir,  we  have  already  resisted,  and 
we  shall  continue  to  resist,  every  pre- 
tence for  sajdng  that  there  is  any  ground 
whatever  for  the  statement  that  persons 
who  are  called  upon  to  perform  the  duty 
of  jurors  in  Ireland  are  likely   to  be 
placed  in  any  peril  whatsoever.     Let  me 
point  out  that  the  Fenian  prisoners  in 
1865,  1866,  1867,  and  1870  were  con- 
victed by  common  jurors.     Such  a  thing 
as  a  special  jury  did  not  then  exist  for 
the  trial  of  such  offences,  and  the  Fenian 
pri^ners  were  convicted  by  the  common 
jurors  of  the  City  of  Dublin.     Not  only 
so,  but  John  Mitchel  was  convicted  by 
common  jurors  in  1848 — men  who  were 
very  well  known  in  the  City  of  Dublin, 
bat  of  whom  hali-a-dozen  at  least  are 
living  at  the  present  day.     Although 
John  Mitchel  was  a  man  most  revered 
throughout  the  whole  of  Ireland  for  his 
patriotism  and  the  staunchness  of  his 
convictions,  the  jurors  who    convicted 
him  went  absolutely  free  from  harm 
down  to  the  present  day.    Then,  what  is 
the  difference  that  exists  between  1887 
and  1865  and  1867  ?    Twenty  years  ago 
joa  had  a  tremendous  organization  in 
Dublin  which  shook  the  confidence  of 
the  Oovemment  in  the  administration  of 
the  law,   and  it  was  worked  by  secret 
means,  with    the    use    of  weapons  of 
various  kinds.     Part  of  the  organization 
of  that  Fenian  Society  included  a  resort 
to  force  when  necessary,  and  the  number 
of  the  Fenian  Body  in  Ireland  at  least 
amounted  to  100,000  men,  most  of  them 
enrolled  in  the  City  of  Dublin.     Yet, 
notwithstanding     those    circumstances, 
the  (Government  were  able  to  obtain  the 
ocmviotion  of  some  300  or  400   Fenians 
between  the  years  1865  and  1868,  and  I 
ehalienf^   them    to    say    whether   one 
single  juror  suffered  the  slightest  hurt 
OT  harm,  either  in  person,  property,  or 
business,  in  consequence  of  the  part  he 
took  in  seooring  those  convictions.     The 
right  hon.     Gentleman  opposite  knows 
vny   well    that  nothing   of  the    kind 
oocorred.     We  are  now  told  that  special 
qnalifioations  are  required  for  the  jurors 


who  are  to  convict  in  cases  of  treason  or 
treason-felony.  The  law  of  England  is 
much  more  favourable  to  prisoners  on 
trial  for  treason  than  that  which  exists 
in  Ireland.  In  England  you  give  35 
challenges  to  the  prisoner,  and  although 
you  say  that  you  are  anxious  now  to 
assimilate  the  law  of  the  two  countries 
what  you  really  do  is  this.  If  the 
prisoner  is  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  he 
can  challenge  35  jurymen;  whereas  if 
he  is  tried  in  DubUn  he  can  only  chal- 
lenge 20.  Hitherto  cases  of  treason 
tried  in  Dublin  have  been  dealt  with  by 
common  jurors,  except  at  a  time  when 
we  had  American  prisoners  brought  up 
for  trial,  in  which  case  one-half  of  the 
jurors  were  aliens,  the  rest  being  picked 
out  from  the  common  jury  class.  I  can- 
not remember  that  there  was  any  diffi- 
culty in  conducting  those  trials.  The 
Government  obtained  convictions,  and 
the  common  jurors  proved  to  be  per- 
fectly capable  of  understanding  the 
technical  charges  of  the  Judges.  Al- 
though the  egg  of  conspiracy  was 
hatched,  so  to  speak,  in  America,  and  the 
cases  were  tried  in  Ireland,  the  jurors 
proved  themselves  perfectly  competent 
to  understand  the  law.  Yet  we  are  now 
told,  20  years  afterwards,  that  although 
the  school  boards  have  been  at  work 
nearly  ever  since,  that  individuals  se- 
lected from  the  common  jury  panel 
would  be  unable  to  discharge  their  duty 
fairly  and  impartially,  or  to  understand 
the  nature  of  the  directions  given  to 
them  by  the  Judges.  The  real  effect  of 
this  clause  will  be  this — ^you  may  have  a 
panel  with  1,000  names  upon  it,  with  a 
full  right  of  **  stand  by  "  on  the  part  of 
the  Grown  to  reduce  that  1,000  to  12. 
The  Attorney  General  will  be  able  to 
challenge  988,  and  yet  he  tells  us  that 
out  of  the  residuum  he  would  not  be  able 
to  get  a  sufficient  number  of  common 
jurors  to  try  a  case  of  treason-felony.  I 
contend  that  this  argument  is  altogether 
absurd.  If  the  Government  are  going 
to  rely  upon  special  juries  let  them 
abandon  their  right  of  ''stand  by'' 
altogether,  and  place  themselves  and  the 
prisoners  on  the  same  terms.  At  the 
rate,  let  them  give  to  Ireland  the  same 
law  as  exists  in  England.  Oertainly,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Government 
would  have  an  illimitable  right  of  chal- 
lenge, I  think  they  might  accept  the 
Amendment.  Perhaps  hon.  Members 
are  under  the  impression  that  common 
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jurors  in  Ireland  are  really  very  low 
people. .  If  any  hon.  Member  who  takes 
an  interest  in  Ireland  will  turn  to  a  Ee- 
tom  obtained  by  me,  he  will  find  that 
in  the  very  counties  in  which  the  Gk>- 
vernment  declare  that  they  are  unable 
to  obtain  convictions,  the  number  of 
common  jurors  is  very  limited.  Let  me 
take  the  case  of  the  County  of  Kerry. 
There  are  in  that  county  22,517  Toters, 
and  only  1,178  common  jurors,  or  one 
common  juror  in  every  20  voters.  It  is 
the  same  in  the  other  counties  of  Ire- 
land. It  is,  therefore,  a  great  mistake 
to  suppose  that  common  jurors  are  per- 
sons who  belong  to  the  lower  classes, 
seeing  that  in  most  of  the  counties  ojf 
Ireland  there  is  only  one  common  juror 
to  20  voters.  I  think,  therefore,  that  it 
is  most  unreasonable  to  say  that  when 
a  case  of  treason  or  treason- felony  is 
brought  on  for  trial  before  a  Court  of 
Justice  a  common  jury  would  be  inca- 
pable of  dealing  with  it,  and  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  deal  with  it  by  a 
special  jury. 

Sib  WILLI  AM  HARCOUKT  (Derby): 
I  think  it  would  have  a  tendency  to  clear 
up  this  matter  if  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  will  consent  to  follow  the 
precedent  set  in  the  Act  of  1882.  It 
was  then  provided  that  special  jurors 
should  be  elected  by  ballot,  in  the  man- 
ner provided  by  the  1 9th  section  of  the 
Juries  Procedure  (Ireland)  Act  of  1876. 
What  I  wish  to  know  is  whether  it  is 
intended  that  the  jurors,  under  this 
measure,  shall  be  selected  in  the  same 
manner  as  under  the  Act  of  1882  ? 

Mr.  holmes  :  I  must  point  out  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  pre- 
cedent of  that  Act  has  been  followed,  as 
he  will  find  by  reference  to  the  9th 
clause  of  the  Bill,  which  runs  as  fol- 
lows : — 

«  Where  under  this  Act  a  trial  is  had  by  a 
special  jury,  the  special  jurors  shall  be  taken  by 
ballot  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  nineteenth 
lection  of  the  Juries  Procedure  (Ireland)  Act, 
1876,  from  aU  the  jurors  upon  the  panel  re- 
turned by  the  sheriff  from  the  special  jurors' 
book." 

Mb.  MAUKICE  HEALY(Oork) :  No 
doubt  we  are  dealing  with  a  clause 
which  bears  some  resemblance  to  a 
corresponding  clause  in  the  Act  of 
1882.  But  I  maintain  that  it  is  impo- 
litic to  pass  the  section  at  all,  for  reasons 
which  have  already  been  urged  in  sup- 
port of  the  Amendment.    May  I  point 
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out  that  in  the  Bill  of  the  Government 
themselyes  there    is    a    precedent  for 
limiting  the  scope  of  its  operation.    In 
the  2nd  sub-section  of  the  4  th  clause 
provision  is  made  for  a  change  of  venue 
in  certain  cases,  and  the  Oovemment 
have  introduced  into  that  sub-section  a 
provision  that  it  shall  only  apply  to  a 
very  limited  number  of  cases.     The  ar- 
gument which  has  been  urged  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion  is  that  if  this 
clause  is  to  pass  at  all  there  is  no  reason 
why  it  should  be  made  to  apply  to  cases 
of  treason  and  treason-felony,  and  I  cer- 
tainly can  see  no  reason  why  it  should 
be  made  to  apply  to  offences  which  are 
not  specified  in  Sub-section  2  of  Clause  4. 
The  principle  of  the  criminal  system  of 
this    country   is    that  when  a  man  is 
charged  with  an  offence  he  shall  be  tried 
by  his  country.    In  a  striking  and  even 
touching  form,  which  is,  to  the  present 
day,  observed  in  our  Courts,   when  a 
man  is  called    upon  to  plead  he  puts 
himself  upon  his  country.    No  doubt,  in 
regard    to  a  certain  class  of  offences, 
which  are  of  such  a  character  that  they 
shock  the  moral  sense  of  the  community, 
it  really  does  not  matter  whether  you 
carry  out  that  theory  or    not,  because 
from  whatever  class  the  jurors  might 
happen  to  be  drawn,  we  may  rest  per- 
fectly satisfied  that   justice  would  be 
done.  If  a  man  is  charged  with  murder, 
rape,  or  arson,  or  with  a  serious  off'ence 
in  which  no  political  or  agrarian  ques- 
tion arises,  we  may  rest  perfectly  sure 
that,  from  whatever  class  the  jurors  are 
drawn,  substantial  justice  will  be  done. 
It  may  be  assumed  that  no  person  is  so 
degraded  as  wilfully  to  convict,  or  acquit 
wrongfully,    a    person     charged    witK 
such  a  crime.     But  when  you  come  to 
deal  with  a  class  of  questions  in  which 
political  or  agrarian  considerations  arise 
there  may  be  a  serious  conflict  between 
the  Crown  and  Her  Majesty's  subjects, 
and  it  then  becomes  essentially  necessary 
that  the  men  who  are  to  be  tried  should 
be  tried  by  their  country  or  by  their  peers. 
It  cannot  be  alleged  that  that  would  be 
the  case  if,  under  this  measure,  indivi- 
duals who  are  charged  with    political 
offences,  instead  of  being  tried  by  jury, 
selected  in  the  ordinary  way,  are  to  be 
tried  by  a  jury  which  the  Crown  is  to  be 
permitted  to  select  from  a  small    and 
narrow  class.    One  of  the  charges  which 
was  made  against  the  Gk>vemnient  in 
1848  was  that,  in  trying  the  prisoners 
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who  were  then  charged  with  treason  and 
treason  -  feloD  J,  they  filled  the  jury- 
boxes  with  Oastle  shopkeepers,  who 
had  the  Lion  and  Unicorn  over  their 
shop  doors,  and  who  depended  for  their 
liTelihood  upon  the  custom  of  the  Yioe- 
regal  Court.  I  trust  that  the  Gbvern- 
ment  will  not  lay  themselves  open  to 
a  charge  of  that  kind  in  the  future. 
Public  men  in  Ireland  may  feel  them- 
selves compelled  to  take  the  same  course 
which  they  have  taken  in  past  times; 
and  if  such  a  state  of  things  should 
arise  Her  Majesty's  Government  ought 
not  to  have  it  in  their  power  to  prosti- 
tute the  forms  of  law  by  putting  men  on 
their  trial  before  a  tribunal  not  selected 
as  the  law  now  requires,  but  from  a 
class  of  men  who  are  notoriously  hostile 
to  the  persons  who  would  have  to  be 
tried.  That  is  the  reason  we  urge  for 
distinguishing  cases  of  treason  and 
treason-felony  from  the  ordinary  crimes 
which  this  section  will  enable  the  Go- 
vernment to  submit  to  a  special  jury. 
I  trust  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor)  will  insist  on  pressing  his 
Amendment,  unless  he  succeeds  in  ob- 
taining some  concession  from  the  Go- 
vernment on  this  important  point. 

Mb.   MACNEILL  (Donegal,  8.):  I 
cannot  help  expressing  my  regret  that 
the  Government  have  not  seen    their 
way  to  permittine  the  law  of  England 
and  Ireland  in  this  matter  to  be  assimi- 
lated.   By  their  refusal  they  have  made 
atill  wider  the  chasm  which  exists  be- 
tween the  Irish  and  English  Criminal 
Law.  I  regret  this  the  more,  because  only 
in  very  recent  years  there  was  a  Criminal 
Code  Commission  appointed,  upon  whose 
Seport    a  Bill  was  presented  to  this 
House  proposing — the  Commission  itself 
having  consisted  of  four  distinguished 
Judges — that  the  Criminal  Law  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  should  be  assimilated 
to  the  fullest  extent  possible.    The  Law 
Advisers  of  the  Crown  do  not  seem  to 
be  able  to  g^ve  any  precise  reason  why, 
as  the  law  now  stands,  there  should  be 
a  special  jury  in  a  case  of  misdemea- 
nour,  but  not  in  a  case  of  treason  or 
treason-felony.     However,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  a  special  jury  is  only  allowed  in 
certain    cases  of  misdemeanour,   when 
the  misdemeanour  has  been  brought,  by 
writ  of  esrtiorarif  into  the  Queen's  Bench 
Division.     In  ordinary  cases  no  special 

i'oij  is   allowed;   but  by  law  it  is  al- 
owed  under  certain  restrictions  upon  an 
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application  to  the  Court  by  means  of  a 
wnt  of  eertiorarij  and  very  frequently 
the  Court  refuses  to  grant  the  applica- 
tion. Why  are  special  jurors  allowed 
in  cases  of  misdemeanour  ?  It  is  simply 
for  this  reason — that  the  theory  of  the 
law  is  that  in  cases  of  misdemeanour 
the  contest  is  merely  a  personal  one, 
whereas  in  the  case  of  a  felony  direct 
provisions  of  the  Criminal  Law  have 
been  violated.  For  this  simple  reason  a 
special  jury  has  not  been  allowed  in 
cases  of  treason  and  treason- felony,  al- 
though, at  the  option  of  the  Court,  it 
may  be  allowed  in  a  case  of  misdemea- 
nour. The  theory  of  the  law  is  that 
when  a  true  Bill  is  found  against  a 
prisoner  charged  with  treason  or  trea- 
son-felony he  ought  to  be  tried  by  his 
peers.  The  Common  Law,  both  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  previous  to  the  Crimes 
Act  of  1882,  was  that  every  man  charged 
with  such  an  offence  should  be  tried  by 
his  peers.  Under  this  clause  provision 
is  made  that  the  prisoner  shall  not  be 
tried  by  his  peers,  but  by  persons  to 
be  selected  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
him  by  the  Government  of  the  day.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  proposed  that  the 
Public  Prosecutor,  representing  the  ma- 
jesty of  the  law  and  of  the  public  at 
large,  should  demean  himself  by  be- 
coming a  political  agent  of  the  Govern- 
ment. My  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Member  for  North  Longford  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy)  has  already  shown  that  by  the 
adoption  of  this  provision  there  will  be 
a  great  difference  in  the  state  of  the  law, 
even  in  regard  to  challenges.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  beg  to  support 
the  Amendment  of  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor). 

Me.  J.  O'CONNOE  (Tipperary,  S.)  : 
I  can  quite  understand  why  the  Govern- 
ment should  adhere  to  their  determina- 
tion in  regard  to  this  Amendment  if 
it  were  an  historical  fact  that  there  is, 
on  the  part  of  the  common  jurors  in  Ire- 
land, either  an  incapacity  to  comprehend 
the  law  of  treason,  or  an  unwillingness 
to  find  their  fellow-citizens  guilty.  In 
the  cases  referred  to  by  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  North 
Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  — the 
Fenian  cases  which  occurred  between 
1865  and  1868 — many  very  complicated 
charges  of  treason  were  brought  against 
the  men  who  were  put  upon  their  trial. 
In  some  of  those  cases  it  had  to  be 
proved  that  overt  acts  of  treason  had 
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been  committed  outside  the  Bealms  of 
Her  Majesty.  Nevertheless,  it  was  fre- 
quently difficult  to  prove  those  overt  acts 
of  treason  which  had  been  committed  in 
America;  but,  although  it  was  often 
difficult  to  obtain  evidence  to  corrobo- 
rate the  testimony  of  an  informer,  no 
case  ever  occurred  where  a  common  jury, 
in  the  exercise  of  its  duty,  failed  to  com- 
prehend the  law  or  to  bring  in  a  verdict. 
On  the  contrary,  the  common  jurors  in- 
variably showed  full  capacity  to  compre- 
hend the  law  upon  the  matter,  and  they 
displayed  a  willingness  to  convict  where 
the  evidence  was  sufficient,  and  the 
charges  had  been  fully  proved.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Oentleman  the 
Attorney  Oeneral  for  Ireland,  as  well  as 
other  hon.  Members  of  this  House,  must 
remember  those  cases.  I  have  a  distinct 
recollection  of  them  myself.  The  trials 
took  place  in  some  of  the  principal  cities 
of  Ireland,  and  many  of  them  occurred 
in  the  City  of  Cork,  where  I  was  a  re- 
sident at  the  time.  My  experience  is, 
that  no  class  of  jurors  in  that  city 
showed  the  slightest  hesitation  what- 
ever in  finding  verdicts  against  their 
fellow-citizens,  even  against  men  they 
had  met  every  day  in  the  week  who  were 
engaged  in  the  same  class  of  business  as 
themselves,  and  with  whom  they  had 
been  on  friendly  and  intimate  terms. 
Notwithstanding  the  bonds  of  friend- 
ship and  the  ties  of  fellow-citizenship 
which  drew  them  together,  they  dis- 
played every  readiness  to  bring  in  ver- 
dicts of  guilty  when  the  charges  were 
fully  proved.  These  were  political 
offences,  and  they  were  tried  at  a  time 
when  the  agitation  in  Ireland  was  of  a 
purely  political  character;  and  there- 
fore, reasoning  by  analogy,  it  cannot  be 
said  that  in  the  social  revolution  which 
is  now  taking  place  in  Ireland  a  similar 
readiness  to  convict  may  not  be  found. 
Let  me  point  to  the  example  of  the  As- 
sizes at  Oork  held  in  the  winter  of  last 
year.  If  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson)  were 
in  his  place  I  would  appeal  to  him 
with  confidence  to  say  whether  or  not 
the  ordinary  jurors  summoned  to  serve 
at  the  Munster  Winter  Assizes  per- 
formed their  duty.  It  is  the  fact  that 
at  the  last  Oork  Winter  Assizes  common 
jurors  brought  in  verdicts  of  guilty  when- 
ever the  charges  against  the  prisoners 
were  brought  home.  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in   saying   that,  tmder  this  Act, 
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common  jurors  would  be  found  perfectly 
capable  of  comprehending  the  law,  and 
quite  willing  to  bring  in  verdicts  when 
the  charges  were  properlv  substantiated. 
At  the  same  time,  and  a\>ove  all  things, 
it  must  be. made  clear* to  a  common  jnry 
that  no  attempt  is  being  made,  on  the 
part  of  the  Orown,  either  to  intimidate 
them,  or  to  do  prisoners  an  injustice. 
Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
I  think  Her  Majesty's  Government 
ought  to  accept  the  Amendment  of  my 
hon.  Friend. 

Question    u  . 

The  Oommittee  divided: — Ayes  107; 
Noes  180:  Majority  73.-<Div.  List, 
No.  188.) 

Me.    W.    M'AETHUR    (Cornwall, 

Mid,  St.  Austell) :  I  beg  to  move,  as  an 

Amendment  in  this  Olause,  to  insert, 

after   the  word  "crime,"  the  words— 

**  Bein^  either  murder,  manslaughter,  aggra- 
vated crime  or  violence  against  the  person, 
arson  by  Statute  or  Common  Law,  or  breaking: 
into,  firing  at,  or  firing  into,  a  dwelling -house." 

In  moving  this  Amendment,  I  do  not  think 
it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  detain  the 
Oommittee  with  any  speech,  or  at  any 
length  to  interrupt  the  business  of  the 
Oommittee.  K^I  do  feel,  however,  that 
the  Amendment  is  an  important  Amend- 
ment, because  it  raises  an  important 
question  of  principle.    At  any  rate,  it 
raises  the  question  whether  the  special 
jury  system  shall  be  applied  to  crimi- 
nal cases  in  Ireland,  as  we  understand 
crime  in  England,  or  whether  it  shall 
be  applied  to  cases  of  crime  in  Ireland 
as  crime  may  be  understood  under  a 
Ooercion  Act.    I  do  not  intend  to  go 
into    the  question    of  Irish    coercion. 
Irish  coercion  has  been  proved  to  be 
provocative  of  much  trouble  botk  to 
Ireland  and  England  for  many  years 
past,   and  among  all  classes  there   is 
much  discontent  with  regard  to  it.     It 
is  asserted  that  there  are  certain  Irish 
jurors  who  will  not  convict ;  but  where 
special  juries  are  concerned,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  poorer  classes  in  Ireland 
that  too  many  of  them  do  convict.     I 
will  not,  however,  go  into  that  question. 
What  I  object  to  is  that  this   special 
jury  clause  should  be  applied  to  offences 
other  than  crimes — as  we  understand 
them  in  England,  because  I  regard  it  as 
class  legislation  in  its  worst  form.    There 
is  a  prosperous  class  of  people  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  and  a  less  well-to->do 
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and  very  much  poorer  class  in  the  South 
and  the  West.    The  Oovemment  are 
never  tired  of  telling  us  that  the  very 
prosperous  and  well-to-do  population  in 
the  North  of  Ireland,  who  constitute  a 
small  minority  of  the  Irish  people,  are 
in  favour  of   the  English  connection, 
while  the  poorer  classes  in  the  South  and 
West  are  altogether  hostile  to  that  con- 
nection.   The  Oovemment  tell  us  that 
these  two  classes  hate  each  other  with  a 
hatred  so  bitter  that  if  Home  Eule  were 
conceded   the  North  would  be  placed 
practically  at  the  mercy  of  the  South. 
Yet  the  Government  are  jproviding,  in 
this  clause,  that  in  every  kind  of  case, 
not  only  in  criminal,  but  in  political 
cases,  the  very  people  who  hate  the  lower 
classes  in  the  South  and  West  shall  be 
the  people  to  try  them.     I  may  say  that 
no  non.  Member  of  this  House  more 
detests  crime  and  outrage  than  I  do  my- 
self, and  I  think  that  I  am  speaking  in 
the  same  sense  for  every  hon.  Member 
on  this  side  of  the  House ;  but  we  say 
that  this  clause,  under  which    special 
juries  are  to  be  provided  for  the  trial  of 
offenders  in  Ireland,  will  not  be  applied 
to  criminal  cases  only.    I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  any  crime    the  Qovernment 
may  name  being  included  in  the  list  of 
offences  to  be  tried  by  a  special  jury ; 
but  I  have  a  great  objection  to  all  sorts 
of  oases  connected  with  politics  in  Ire- 
land, and  connected  with  the  land  in  Ire- 
land, bein^  tried  by  juries  composed,  as 
they  would  be,  of  people  who  are  hostile 
to  liie  persons  whom  they  would  have  to 
try.    Another  objection  I  have  relates  to 
the  power  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
Attorney  Oeneral  for  Ireland.  Of  course, 
Ido  not  desire  to  make  any  kind  of  charge 
against  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Oen- 
tleman  who  holds  that  position ;  but  I 
maintain  that  it  is  a  tremendous  power 
to  place  in  the  hands  of  any  Law  Officer 
of  the  Crown. 

Thb  OHAIEMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  Member  is  anticipating  an 
Amendment  which  stands  lower  down 
the  Paper.    He  must  confine  himself  to 

his  own  Amendment^ 

Mb.  W.  M'AETHUE:  Of  course. 
Sir,  I  bow  to  your  ruling,  and  I  am 
sorry  that  my  inexperience  in  regard  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  House  should 
have  led  me  into  such  a  mistake.  I  will 
only  say  that  my  desire  is  to  induce  the 
Oovemment  to  draw  a  distinction  be- 
tween crime  as  we  understand  it,  and  any 


sort  of  offence  which  the  Oovemment 
choose  to  call  crime  under  this  Bill.  I 
think  we  ought  to  have  had  a  definition 
of  crime  in  the  Bill  itself,  and  I  am  per- 
suaded that  many  would  prefer  to  see  trial 
by  jury  absolutely  abolished  in  Ireland 
rather  than  that  certain  classes  of  crime 
should  be  tried  by  special  juries.  Per- 
sonally, I  should  have  far  more  confi- 
dence in  a  trial  by  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  himself,  rather  than  by  the 
class  which  will  compose  the  special 
juries  selected  under  this  clause.  If 
the  clause  be  passed  in  its  entirety*  the 
protection  which  the  Oovemment  allege 
that  they  are  giving  in  providing  for 
trial  by  jury  will  be  nothing  more  than 
a  delusion  and  a  snare.  There  are  56,956 
common  jurors  in  Ireland,  and  only 
12,500  special  jurors ;  and  the  class  from 
which  the  special  jurors  are  drawn  is  the 
very  class  which  is  persistently  hostile  to 
the  persons  they  will  be  called  upon  to 
try.  I  believe  that  if  the  Oovemment 
are  sincere  in  saying  that  they  distrust 
the  average  Irishman,  they  ought  to 
have  the  courage  of  their  convictions 
and  should  abolish  trial  by  jury  alto- 
gether. If  they  are  not  prepared  to 
take  that  extreme  step,  they  ought  not 
to  come  here  and  endeavour  to  throw 
dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  English  people 
by  pretending  that  they  are  giving  Irish- 
men a  fair  trial  before  a  jury  of  their 
countrymen,  whereas  they  are  simply 
selecting  a  small  minority  of  Irishmen, 
who  are  opposed  to  the  best  interests 
and  wishes  of  the  vast  body  of  the' 
nation,  and  who  will  have  already  made 
up  their  minds  upon  the  questions  they 
will  be  called  upon  to  try.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  hope  that  the  Oovem- 
ment will  see  their  way  to  meet  the  ob- 
jections which  I  have  laid  before  the 
Committee  in  this  important  matter,  and 
that  they  will  accept  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  3.  line  7,  by  inserting,  after  the  word 
''crime,"  the  words  "being  either  murder, 
manslaughter,  aggravated  crime  or  violence 
against  the  person,  arson  by  Statute  or  Common 
I^w,  or  breaking  into,  firing  at,  or  firing  into 
a  dwelling  house.*' — {Mr,  M^ Arthur.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  chief  SECRET AEY  for  IRE. 
LAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub)  (Manohes- 
ter,  E.):  The  Amendment  which  has 
just  been  disposed  of  proposed  to  exclude 
certain  crimes  from  the  purview  of  this 
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clause ;  but  the  hon.  Member's  Amend- 
ment names  certain  crimes  and  excludes 
others.  The  hon.  Member  fears,  to  use 
his  own  expression,  that  the  Government 
would  use  this  power  in  regard  to  special 
juries,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  deal 
with  crimes  which  are  not  crimes  as  we 
understand  the  phrase.  The  allegation 
is  that  there  may  be  offences  under  this 
Bill  which  in  England  would  not  be 
known  as  crimes ;  and  I  presume  that 
the  hon.  Member  considers  that  the 
crimes  which  he  has  mentioned  form 
an  exhaustive  catalogue  of  what  we  in 
England  are  in  the  habit  of  regarding 
as  crime.  If  the  matter  is  looked  into, 
however,  it  will  be  found  that  the  list  is 
far  from  an  exhaustive  one.  For  ex- 
ample, there  are  such  offences  as  sheep- 
stealing,  mutilation  of  cattle,  blowing  up 
with  dynamite,  and  many  others  I  could 
name,  which  are  certainly  looked  upon 
as  crimes  in  England,  but  which  are  not 
included  in  the  hon.  Member's  Amend- 
ment. The  hon.  Member  has  spoken 
under  a  slight  misapprehension  as  to  the 
operation  of  the  Bill.  It  has  been  alleged 
tnat  new  offences  are  created  by  it.  The 
Oovemment  do  not  admit  that;  but  even 
if  it  were  granted,  special  juries  would 
not  try  crimes  which  are  not  now  crimes 
in  England  and  Ireland.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  cannot  accept  the 
Amendment,  as  I  believe  that  a  fair 
trial  would  be  obtained  by  the  means 
proposed  in  the  Bill.  If  it  is  true  that 
a  fairer  trial  may  be  obtained  with 
special  juries,  I  see  no  reason  why  the 
clause  should  not  be  extended  to  other 
crimes  which,  in  the  opinion  of  every 
Member  of  this  House,  are  crimes,  whe- 
ther they  are  committed  in  England  or 
Ireland.  I  therefore  hope  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  not  consider  it  necessary 
to  press  the  Amendment. 

Mb.  W.  M* ARTHUR:  Of  course  I 
did  not  pretend  to  say  that  the  list  I  gave 
was  an  exhaustive  list;  but  I  gave  it 
because  I  found  it  contained  in  the  Bill 
itself,  and  because  the  crimes  in  ques- 
tion are  those  in  regard  to  which  it  is 
considered  difficult  to  obtain  convictions 
in  Ireland. 

Me.  O'DOHERTY  (Donegal,  N.): 
The  Government  themselves  provide  in 
this  very  Bill  that  in  regard  to  the  trial 
of  certain  crimes  English  juries  shall  be 
brought  in,  so  that,  in  their  idea,  there 
are  crimes  of  sufficient  importance  to 
justify  their  trial  on  this  side  of  the 
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water.    I    think  it  would,    therefore, 
naturally  strike  hon.  Members  that  sack 
cases  as  those  which  have  impressed 
themselves  on  the  mind  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  worthy  of  being  tried  by  special 
juries  should  be  clearly  specified  in  the 
way  suggested  in  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  St.  Austell.    I  should 
like  the  Committee  to  direct  their  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  other  offences  in 
addition  to  those  mentioned  here  are 
dealt  with  in  the  2nd  clause,  the  Go- 
vernment having  already  selected  the 
tribunal,  although  hon.  Members  on  this 
side  of  the  House  have  over  and  over 
again  declared  their  want  of  confidence 
in  that  tribunal.    Nevertheless,  the  Go- 
vernment having  selected  that  tribunal, 
persisted  in  establishing  it  for  the  trial 
of  certain  offences  by  a  summary  pro- 
cess; and,  having  done  so,  they  tiien 
went  on  to  specify  the  offences.     I  think 
that,   under  such  circumstances,    they 
ought  to  be  content  with  the  tribunal 
they  have  established,  and,  as  far  as  the 
present  case  is  concerned,  they  should 
accept  the  list  of  crimes  contained  in  the 
Amendment.    The  Gt)vemment  are,  in 
fact,  proposing  to  retain  a  superfluous 
and  accumulative  remedy  for    certain 
offences  dealt  with  in  the  2nd  section  of 
the  Bill,   although  they  have   already 
established  a  special  and  select  tribunal. 
The  effect  of  this  clause  will  be,  prac- 
tically, to  hand  over  agrarian  offenders 
in  the  West  of  Ireland    and    in    the 
County  of  Donegal,  from  which  I  came, 
to  be  tried  by  the  agents  of  the  land- 
lords, or  the  landlords  themselves.    The 
Gt)vemment  are  actually  handing  over 
to  the  persons  whom  they  say  are  the 
aggrieved  parties  the  power  of  trying 
the  offenders;    and,   in    addition,   the 
Government  have  reserved  to  themselves 
power,  under  the  2nd  clause,  of  sending 
down  two  special  Resident  Magistrates 
for  the  purpose  of  trying  the  saaie  class 
of  offences  summarily.  I  certainly  think 
it  ought  to  recommend  itself  to  Uie  Go- 
vernment that  they  should  not  ask  for 
an  accumulative  remedy  which  will  en- 
able them  to  try  a  case  by  special  jurors 
selected  from  a  particular  claas  whose 
bias  and  past  offences  have  caused  all 
the  trouble  which  now  exists  in  Ireland. 
Mr.    chance  (KUkenny,    S.j :    In 
dealing  with  this  Amendment,    I   was 
sorry  to  find  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  had  not  only  nothing^  to  say 
in  its  favour,  but  that  he  at  onoe  Toted 
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it  down.    That  seems  to  be  a  common 
practice  with  the  right  hon.  Oentleman. 
Oenerallj,  when  an  Amendment  comes 
on  fur  discussion,  he  says — "  Oh,  yes ; 
but  a  previous  Amendment  has  already 
dealt  with  it."    In  the  last  case,  he  said 
the  Amendment  proposed  by  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  East  Donegal 
(Mr.  Arthur   O'Connor)  restricted  the 
power  to  certain  offences ;  and  he  now 
says  that  although  the  present  Amend- 
ment enlarges  the  number  of  offences 
specified  in  the  Bill,  it,  nevertheless,  is 
a  limiting    power.     What    we    really 
desire  to  do  is  to  limit  the  power  of  the 
Crown  by  enlarging  a  certain  class  of 
offences.  The  catalogue  of  crimes  stated 
in  the  Amendment  is  said  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  be  by  no  means  of  a 
sufficiently  full  character.     That  objec- 
tion was  fully  met  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  St.  Austell,  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment, because  he  made  it  perfectly  plain 
that  it  includes  all  crimes  that  have  no 
political  tinge  in  them.    I  recollect  the 
right  hon.   Oentleman,   in    an    earlier 
stage  of  the  Bill,  stating  that  he  had 
taken  care  to  exclude  from  the  category 
of  cases  which  should  be  sent  for  trial 
to  English  juries,  all  cases  which  might 
have  a  political  tinge.    Therefore,  if  the 
catalogue  of  crimes  given  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  St.  Austell  is  not  an  exhaus- 
tive catalogue,  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
has  only  himself  and  his  Bill  to  blame  for 
it.  I  certainly  cannot  understand  for  what 
r^son  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  would 
exclude  the  consideration  of  such  cases 
from  English  juries,  and  yet  leave  them 
to  be  dealt  with  by  an  Orange  special  jury 
in  Antrim.  Probably  one  reason  is  that  in 
England  Her  Majesty'sOovernment  dare 
not  try  the  experiment  of  setting  class 
against  class;  and,  therefore,  they  de- 
cline to  send  over  political  offenders  from 
Ireland  to  be  tried  here.     At  any  rate, 
they  know  very  well  that  if  they  had 
sent  them  they  would  fail  to  obtain  a 
conviction  ;    and  I  presume  it    is    for 
this  reason  that  they  take  special  powers 
for  trying  them  by  a  special  jury  in  the 
County  of  Antrim,  being  afraid  to  resort 
to  the  process  by  which  they  tried  Mr. 
John  ^Dillon,  and  by  which   they  suc- 
ceeded in  convicting  John  Mitchel.    Let 
me  ask  the  Oovernment  why  it  is  that 
they  decline  to  set  class  against  class  in 
Eng^landy  and  are  yet  attempting  to  do 
it  in  Ireland  ?    If  ^glish  juries  are  not 
to  be  tmstedi  to  use  the  right  hon.  Oen- 


tleman's  own  words,  with  the  trial  of 
cases  which  have  a  ''political  tinge,"  I 
want  to  know  why  jurors  composed  of 
Irish  landlords  and  land  agents  are  to  be 
trusted  with  such  trials?  I  maintain 
that  this  Bill  is  not  intended  for  the 
punishment  of  criminals,  but  for  the 
punishment  of  political  offenders.  The 
persons  you  will  try  are  those  who  have 
been  putting  into  operation  the  Plan  of 
Campaign  against  certain  landlords,  and 
you  will  send  them  for  trial  to  a  jury  of 
landlords  and  land  agents,  who  will  have 
very  little  difficulty  whatever  in  convict- 
ing them.  Is  this  deliberate  attempt  to 
set  class  against  class  a  statesmanlike 
proceeding  ?  I  sincerely  trust  that  the 
Committee  will  be  wise  enough  to  accept 
the  Amendment.  Add  as  many  crimes 
as  you  like  to  the  catalogue  of  real 
crimes,  but  refuse  strenuously  to  include 
political  offences. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
We  have  had  a  statement  from  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Oentleman  the  Attorney 
Oeneral   for    Ireland    that  this  clause 
virtually  embodies  a  similar  provision 
which  was  contained  in  the  Act  of  1882, 
and  we  have  since  had  a  statement  from 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  that  all 
crimes  were  embodied  in  that  Bill.     Is 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  aware  that 
none  of  the  offences  dealt  with  by  the 
Corrupt  Practices  Act  were  triable  under 
the  Crimes  Act  of  1882?    I,  therefore, 
wish  to  know  if  the  right  hon.  Oentle- 
man   proposes  in  this  Bill  to  include 
those  electoral  offences  which  were  ex- 
cluded   in  the    Crimes  Act?     I    also 
desire  to  know  whether,  if  offences  of 
that  nature  are  proposed  to  be  included, 
there   is  to  be     a  right  to   try  them 
under  this  section  by  a  special  jury  ? 
Perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to  put  a 
case.     Supposing  that  Sir  CharlesLewis, 
the  late  Member  for  Londonderry,  and 
the  present  Member  for  North  Antrim, 
had  been  indicted  for  the  offences  for 
which  he  was  unseated  at  Derry.    Of 
course,  he  would  have  had  a  right  under 
this  clause  to  claim  to  be  tried  by  a 
special  jury  ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  a  special  jury  selected  to  try  him 
would  have  been  a  jury  of  OrangemoA, 
90  that  no  matter  what  the  nature  of  the 
corrupt  practices  of  which  he  was  guilty 
may  have  been,  the  hon.  Member  would 
most  certainly  have  escaped  punishment. 
If  the  Crimes  Act  had  been  made  a  per- 
petual Act,  the  provision  excluding  the 
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Corrupt  Practices  Act  from  the  operation 
of  the  Crimes  Act  would  still  have  been 
in  force.  The  Crimes  Act.  however, 
was  not  a  perpetual  Act ;  and,  although 
we  are  told  that  the  present  measure  is 
framed,  to  a  very  large  extent,  upon  the 
principle  of  the  Crimes  Act,  I  do  not 
find  any  provision  in  it  to  exclude 
ofiPences  against  the  Corrupt  Practices 
Act.  I  must  confess  that  I  never  heard 
a  more  amusing  instance  of  the  igno- 
rance of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
than  that  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman spoke  of  sheep  stealing.  Now, 
if  there  is  anything  in  Ireland  for  which 
you  can  readily  get  a  conviction,  it  is 
sheep  stealing.  The  Irish  are  a  nation 
of  farmers,  and  if  it  is  possible  to  get  a 
conviction  at  all,  they  are  ready  enough 
to  convict  for  sheep  stealing.  I  must 
say  that  of  all  the  grotesque  proofs 
which  have  been  afforded  of  the 
ignorance  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  regard  to  Ireland,  in  my 
opinion  his  reference  to  the  exclusion 
of  sheep  stealing  from  the  crimes 
enumerated  in  the  Amendment  is  the 
most  amusing.  I  think  that  the  good 
angel  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
ought  to  have  suggested  to  him  a 
''  philosophic  doubt "  as  to  the  necessity 
for  referring  to  that  offence.  I  fear  that 
the  Governoient  are  taking  a  fatal  step 
in  not  confining  their  clause  to  some 
particular  class  of  offences,  and  I  will 
give  them  a  reason  why  I  fear  so.  If 
you  say  to  common  jurors  in  Ireland 
that  they  are  unfitted  even  to  be  trusted 
with  the  trial  of  the  offence  of  sheep 
stealing,  you  practically  tell  them  that 
they  are  a  class  of  perjurers  unworthy 
of  being  believed  on  their  oaths.  You 
virtually  tell  them — **We  may  let  you 
try  offences  such  as  rape,  or  picking 
pockets,  but  we  look  upon  you  as  likely 
to  perjure  yourselves  if  we  trust  you 
with  the  trial  of  other  offences."  The 
effect  of  this  will  certainly  be  to  make 
common  jurors  turn  rusty ;  they  will  de- 
cline to  be  the  instruments  for  carrying 
out  the  ordinary  law  when  they  are  told 
that  they  are  unworthy  to  try  other 
cases,  and  they  will  probably  refuse  to 
attend  the  Court  or  disregard  their  oaths. 
It  would  be  far  better  to  abolish  the 
common  jury  class  altogether,  or  to  in- 
crease the  jury  qualification.  If  you 
would  provide  that  every  common  juror 
must  have  a  £50  qualification  you  would 
relieve  a  good  many  of  them  of  the 
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trouble  of  attending  Court,  and  of  having 
to  travel  many  long  miles  in  order  to  do 
so.     That,  I  think,  would  be  a  much 
less    invidious  course,   and  would  re- 
lieve the  common  jury  class  not  only  of 
trouble,  but  of  responsibility.  Probably 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  will 
remember  what  took  place  in  Sligo  last 
year,  when  a  number  of  jurors  were 
called  into  that  town  and  kept  hanging 
about  in  the  frost  and  snow.    I  see,  Mr. 
Courtney,  that  you  are  about  to  inter- 
pose, but ''  a  nod  is  as  good  as  a  wink," 
and  I  will  not  pursue  the  matter  further. 
I  will  only  ask  the  Government  to  con- 
sider the  importance  of  inserting  some 
limitation  in  the  clause  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  crimes  to  be  dealt  with.     I  am 
quite  certain  that  if  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  persists  in  issuing  his  fiat 
to  a  particular  class  of  persons  when  it 
is  proposed  to  bring  to  trial  a  certain 
class  of  offenders,  the  common  jurors 
will  feel  naturally  indignant,  and  will 
refuse  to  try  the  cases  which  may  be  re- 
mitted to  them.    Bather  than  adopt  the 
course  which  the  Government  propose 
to  take,  I  think  it  would  be  preferable 
to  enact  that  all  the  common  jurors  in 
Irelend   are  perjurers,  and   that  they 
cannot  be  depended  on  upon  their  oaths. 
I  think  that  the  Gt)vernment  ought  to 
be  reasonable,  and  that  they  should  say, 
at  least,  in  some  distinct  manner,  what 
class  of  offences  these  special  juries  are 
to  try.    I  also  wish  to  know  whether  it 
is  intended  to  allow  the  provisions  of 
this  Bill  to  be  operative  in  regard  to 
offences  against  the  Corrupt  Practices 
Act,  with  the  knowledge  that  if   the 
Crimes  Act  had  been  a  continuous  mea- 
sure such  offences  could  not  have  been 
dealt  with  ?    If  the  Bill  is  to  be  plaoed 
on  the  Statute  Book  in  its  present  shape, 
the  provisions  of  the  Corrupt  Practices 
Act,  although  unrepealed,  will  rezaain. 
practically  inoperative. 

Mr.  MAUKICE  HEALY  (Cork): 
If  I  may  be  allowed  to  offer  a  word  of 
advice  to  the  Government,  it  will  be  this 
— that  if  they  wish  to  facilitate  the  pass* 
ing  of  their  Bill  they  will  do  m>  best, 
when  they  find  that  an  Amendment 
moved  on  this  side  of  the  House  has  to 
be  answered,  by  putting  up  somebodj 
to  reply  besides  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland.  Whatever  we  may  think  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  Gheneral 
for  Ireland  or  the  Attorney  General  for 
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England,  and  however  mucli  we  may 
differ  from  them,  we  admit  that  they  are 
able  to  argue  any  point  placed  before 
them,  and  that  when  they  get  up  they 
are  likely  to  give  the  House  some  reason 
for  the  course  they  take.     So  far  as  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  is  concerned, 
when  he  gets  up  in  his  place  to  resist  an 
Amendment  it  is  his  invariable  practice 
to  make  a  short  speech,  in  which  he 
generally  displays  the  grossest  ignorance 
of  the  provisions  of  his  own  Bill  and  of 
Irish  me,  and  then  to  sit  down  after  a 
few  observations  altogether  destitute  of 
anything  in  the  shape  of  an  argument 
bearing  on  the  particular  Amendment 
before  the  Committee.    Now,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  in  drawing  up  most  of  the 
Amendments  which  have  been  proposed 
from  this  side  of  the  House  we  have 
absolutely  taken  the  words  of  the  Go- 
vernment draftsman  and  put  them  into 
our  proposals,  generally  with  a  view  of 
making  one  part  of  the  Bill  consistent 
with  another.     Then  the  Government 
get  up  and  absolutely  rail  at  the  provi- 
sions which  have  been  devised  by  their 
own  draftsman;   and,   notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  we  have  followed  their  own 
words,  they  refuse   our    Amendments 
and  endeavour  to  make  them  appear 
ridiculous.       A     precedent     for     this 
Amendment    is    to    be    found    in    the 
2nd    sub  -  section  of   the  2nd   clause, 
and  the  only  argument  urged  by  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  against  it 
is,  that  the  catalogue  of  crimes  drawn 
up  by  his  own  draftsman  is  not  suffi- 
ciently extensive,  and  that  there  is  a 
large  number  of  cases  to  which  it  should 
also  be  applied.    The  Government  allege 
that  there  has  been  a  breakdown  in  a 
particular  class  of  cases  so  far  as  the 
judicial  system  of  Ireland  is  concerned, 
and  what  we  ask  is,  that  the  remedy 
which  the  Government  prescribe  for  that 
breakdown   should   be    limited  to  the 
particular  mischief  they  profess  to  aim 
at.      Another    objection    against    this 
clause  is   that,  like  most  of  the  other 
provisions  of  the  Bill,  it  is  tainted  with 
the  vice  of  going  altogether  beyond  the 
mischief  which  the  Government  are  at- 
tempting^ to  cure.    What  we  ask  is  this 
— that  under  this  Bill  the  scandal  shall 
not  be  permitted  which  occurred  two  or 
three  years    ago  when  the  Crimes  Act 
was  in  operation.    Under  the  provisions 
of  that  Act,   men  were  brought  up  at 
Dublin  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 


and  put  on  their  trial  before  12  special 
jurors  of  the  City  and  County  of  Dublin, 
selected  from  a  class  bitterly  hostile  to 
the  persons  who  were  sent  for  trial.  I 
well  remember  the  sensation  which  was 
produced  when  an  unfortunate  peasant 
was  brought  up  from  the  County  of 
Mayo  to  be  tried  by  men  who  did  not 
understand  the  language  he  could  speak. 
When  this  man  was  found  guilty  he  was 
asked  to  say  if  he  had  any  reason  to 
assign  why  the  judgment  of  death  should 
not  be  pronounced  upon  him  ;  he  made 
use  of  words  which  created  a  great  im- 
pression at  the  time.  He  said — **  This 
is  not  a  Court  of  Justice,  but  a  shambles." 
A  similar  state  of  things  is  likely  to 
happen  again  if  this  Bill  is  persisted 
with  in  its  present  form.  Why  have  the 
Government  in  their  Bill  specified  two 
particular  classes  of  offences  ?  It  is  be- 
cause the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
in  the  speech  in  which  he  introduced 
the  Bill,  said  that  the  Government  did 
not  wish  to  provide  that  political 
offences  committed  in  Ireland  should 
be  tried  in  England,  and,  therefore, 
he  has  found  it  necessary  to  specify 
different  kinds  of  offences  in  different 
clauses.  What  we  maintain  is  that, 
under  this  section,  the  Government  go 
far  beyond  the  very  thing  they  avoid  in 
the  2nd  sub-section  of  Clause  2.  In 
Clause  2  they  provide  that  political 
offenders  who  may  commit  offences 
in  Ireland  shall  not  be  tried  in  Eng- 
land ;  but  in  this  section  they  do  some- 
thing which  is  ten  times  worse — they 
provide  that  such  offenders,  although 
they  are  not  to  be  tried  in  England,  may 
be  tried  by  their  political  opponents  in 
Ireland,  for  that  is  really  the  effect  of 
this  section.  We  have  heard  it  demon- 
strated that  throughout  the  whole  of 
Ireland  there  are  only  1,700  special 
jurors.  In  some  of  the  counties  the 
qualification  for  a  special  juror  is  £150, 
and,  therefore,  the  special  jurors  them- 
selves must  be  limited  to  the  landlord 
class,  and  those  who  are  in  sympathy 
with  them.  That  being  so,  is  it  not  a 
monstrous  thing,  when  you  have  ex- 
pressly declared  by  a  former  clause  that 
it  would  be  unfair  to  try  political 
offenders  in  England,  to  do  something 
ten  times  worse,  and  try  them  by 
their  political  opponents?  I  cannot 
help  declaring  that  the  Government 
have  not  acted  reasonably  in  the  manner 
in  which   they  have    drawn    up    this 
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clause.  If  they  had  followed  the  form 
provided  by  their  own  draftsman  in  the 
preceding  clause  I  do  not  think  anyone 
would  have  blamed  them;  but  as  this 
clause  now  stands,  the  next  time  the 
Government  wish  to  take  proceedings 
against  Mr.  John  Dillon  or  any  other 
political  opponent  they  will  be  able  to 
provide  that  the  trial  shall  be  before  the 
Irish  landlords  and  their  agents,  or  the 
captains  and  colonels  who  constitute  the 
bulk  of  the  special  juries  of  the  County 
of  Dublin. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr): 
My  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Longford  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy)  has  stated  that  under  the 
Crimes  Act  offences  connected  with  the 
Corrupt  Practices  Act  were  expressly 
excluded  from  the  operation  of  the  Act 
of  1882,  and  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  asked  the  Government  if  it  was 
intended  to  continue  that  exemption. 
Now,  the  Government  complain  very 
often  of  the  length  of  the  discussions 
which  have  taken  place  in  this  Commit- 
tee. {_Cr%08  of  **  Hear,  hear  ! "  from  the 
Ministerial  Benehee.']  Hon.  Members 
opposite  say  **  Hear,  hear ! "  Precisely 
so,  and  those  cries  are  specially  loud 
from  those  who  never  take  any  part  in 
our  debates.  But  surely  the  way  to 
shorten  discussion  is,  at  least,  to  answer 
questions  which  are  sensible  questions, 
and  which  appertain  to  the  Bill  ?  We 
have  all  of  us  waited  for  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  or  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  to  rise  and  give  a 
simple  answer  to  the  question  of  'Biy 
hon.  and  learned  Friend ;  but  as  yet  no 
answer  has  been  given.  I  will,  there- 
fore, repeat  the  question.  Under  the 
late  Crimes  Act  cases  arising  out  of 
Election  contests  could  not  be  proceeded 
against  under  that  Act.  What  I  want 
to  know,  then,  is,  whether  the  exemp- 
tion which  existed  under  the  late  Crimes 
Act  is  to  be  continued  in  the  present 
Bill  or  not?  That  is  a  very  simple 
question,  and  I  think  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  will  shorten  the 
discussion  if  he  will  condescend  to  an- 
swer  it 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  ioe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
▼ersity) :  The  object  of  the  clause  is 
written  on  the  face  of  it.  I  never 
shrink  from  any  challenge ;  but  my  ex- 
perience is,  that  the  answering  of  ques- 
tions does  not  tend  to  shorten  discussion. 

Mr.  Maurice  JOfealy 


I  will  only  add,  that  anything  which  in 
Ireland  is  considered  a  crime  is  an 
offence  which  may  be  tried  by  a  special 
jury  under  the  Bill. 

Me.  chance  :  I  am  afraid  that  the 
answer  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  cannot  possibly  shorten  the 
discussion,  as  it  is  no  answer  at  all. 
[^Ministerial  cries  of  **  Hear,  hear ! "]  If 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  who  say  "  hear, 
hear"  will  only  listen  to  what  I  am 
about  to  say  they  will  find  out  what  my 
reason  is.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  commenced  by  saying  that 
the  Bill  was  obviously  intended  to  refer 
to  crimes  only,  and  thereby  he  seemed 
to  imply  that  offences  committed  against 
the  Corrupt  Practices  Act  and  under  the 
Election  Law  would  not  be  triable  under 
it.  But  surely  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  knows  that  a  felony 
is  a  crime,  and,  as  every  hon.  Member  is 
aware,  that  some  of  the  offences  which 
fall  within  the  Corrupt  Practices  Act  are 
felonies.  For  instance,  bribery  is  a 
felony,  and,  under  this  Bill,  there  would 
be  a  power  to  try  a  man  for  bribery  at 
an  election  by  special  jurors,  who  might 
have  been  themselves  among  the  bribed. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  High  Court 
will  have  a  discretionary  power  of 
granting  a  special  jury ;  but  what  does 
the  clause  itself  say  ?    It  says — 

'*  Where  an  indictment  for  a  crime  oominit- 
ted  in  a  proclaimed  district  has  been  found 
against  a  defendant,  or  a  defendant  has  heen 
committed  for  trial  for  such  crime,  and  the 
trial  is  to  be  by  a  jnry  before  a  Coort  in  Ire- 
land other  than  a  Court  of  Quarter  Seosiona, 
the  High  Court  shall,  on  an  application  by  or 
on  behalf  of  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
or  a  defendant,  make  an  order,  as  of  course, 
that  the  trial  of  the  defendant  or  the  de- 
f  endants,  if  more  than  one,  shall  be  by  a  ■pedal 
jury." 

Therefore,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Oourt 
must  grant  an  order  for  the  empanneUing 
of  a  special  jury.  I  will  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  to  give  the  Committee  one  short 
answer.  Does  he  intend  to  send  poli- 
tical cases,  or  cases  which,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Court,  are  political  cases,  to 
be  tried  by  a  special  jury,  or  does  he 
not?  If  we  are  told  that,  we  shall 
know  precisely  where  we  stand,  and  I 
ask  him  to  say  ** yes"  or  **  no  •'  to  that 
question. 

Question  put. 
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The  Oommittee  divided: — Ayes  117; 
Noes  203:  Majority  86.— (Div.  List, 
No.  189.) 

Mb.  O'DOHERTY  (Donegal,  N.): 
Mr.  Courtney,  I  do  not  propose  to  pro- 
ceed with  Amendments  No.  9,  10,  11, 
12  and  13  merely  because  I  think  they 
are  practically  covered  by  the  suggestion 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  be- 
cause I  do  not  imagine  the  Government 
would  be  at  all  disposed  to  accept  them. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
In  reference  to  Amendment  No.  16,  Mr. 
Courtney,  I  should  like  to  obtain  from 
the  Gt>vemment  a  statement  as  to  whe- 
ther they  think  that  a  change  of  venue 
is  to  be  had  in  all  cases,  or  may  be  bad 
in  all  cases,  where  there  are  special 
juries.  I  think  they  ought  to  select  the 
count  on  which  they  will  go  on.  They 
ouglit  to  decide  whether  they  will  have 
a  special  jury  or  a  change  of  venue. 
Furthermore,  I  think  that  the  way  in 
which  the  Government  have  mixed  up 
these  two  clauses  or  dealt  with  these  two 
clauses,  leaves  the  matter  in  a  most  in- 
volved condition.  One  cannot  make  out 
clearly  whether  any  notice  is  to  be 
served  on  a  prisoner,  and  one  cannot 
understand  whether  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  may  not  go  into  Court 
for  a  special  jury,  and  then  having  got 
this  make  an  application  for  a  change 
oi  venue.  Surely,  the  Gt>vernment 
ought  to  be  content  with  either  having 
a  special  jury  or  a  change  of  venue,  and 
should  not  be  allowed  to  have  both.  In 
order  to  elicit  a  statement  on  the  ques- 
tion from  the  Government,  I  beg  to 
move  the  Amendment  which  stands  in 
mj  name. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
9,  after  ''be,"  insert  ''had  without  a 
change  of  venue." — {Ifr.  2\M.  Hedly.) 

Qaeetion  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Thb  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAN1>  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub)  (Man- 
cheater,  £.) :  The  Government  can  hardly 
be  expected  to  accept  this  Amendment, 
beeanae  it  would  really  limit  the  steps 
for  obtaining  a  fair  trial.  There  are 
certain  oircuniBtaDces  in  which  a  special 
jury  would  be  suflicient,  and  there  are 
certain  ciroamstanceB  in  which  a  change 
<d  Tenae  would  be  sufficient  [  Cries  of 
"  What  are  they  ?  "]  The  circumstances 
are  that  a  state  of  intimidation  exists  in 


a  district  to  such  an  extent  that  a 
special  jury  would  not  be  of  much  use. 
In  that  case  a  change  of  venue  would  be 
necessary. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  know  what  he  has  said  ? 
We  do  not  understand  he  is  going 
to  change  the  venue  to  a  place  where 
intimidation  exists.  What  is  the  good  of 
giving  absurd  reasons  of  this  kind. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  ought  to 
say  a  state  of  intimidation  where  the 
trial  would  naturally  be  held. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  If  you  change 
your  venue  you  will  not  want  a  special 
jury.  The  Government  are  taking  a 
most  curious  course.  Either  intimidation 
exists  in  a  place  or  it  does  not.  If  it  does 
not  exist  you  will  change  the  venue  to 
the  district.  I  think  the  Government 
are  acting  in  a  most  unreasonable  man- 
ner. They,  surely,  do  not  mean  to  con- 
tend that  all  over  Ireland  intimidation 
exists  ?  Suppose  you  change  the  venue 
from  the  South  to  Belfast  where,  except 
amongst  the  Orangemen,  intimidation 
does  not  exist.  Again,  in  Antrim,  I  do 
not  suppose  there  is  any  intimidation. 
If  you  have  a  special  jury,  why  should 
you  have  a  change  of  venue  ?  The  course 
the  Government  have  taken  is  most  ad- 
mirably calculated  to  provoke  discussion, 
because  we  really  cannot  understand 
their  arguments. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
think  that,  in  this  case,  we  have  had 
another  instance  of  the  lamentable  ab- 
surdity of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land in  replying  to  an  Amendment  to  a 
Bill  which  he  does  not  understand.  Now, 
what  is  the  answer  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  given  ?  He  said  there  are 
certain  circumstances  in  which  a  change 
of  venue  would  be  sufficient,  and  there 
are  certain  circumstances  in  which  a 
special  jury  would  be  sufficient,*  but 
there  are  also  certain  circumstances  in 
which  one  would  not  be  sufficient  with- 
out the  other  in  which  both  would  be 
wanted.  And  then  he  was  challenged 
to  name  the  circumstances  under  which 
they  wanted  both,  and  he  said  if  a  state  of 
intimidation  exists.  What  is  the  mean- 
ing of  that  ?  The  only  meaning  of  that 
is  that  certain  circumstances  are  con- 
ceivable in  which  the  Government  could 
change  the  venue  from  one  district  to 
another  district,  and  that,  in  the  district 
to  which  they  changed  the  venue,  such 
a  state  of  intimidation  exists  that  the 
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Government  could  not  get  a  common 
jury  to  convict.  That  is  the  only  logical 
conclusion  which  can  flow  from  the 
argument  of  the  right  hon.  Oentleman. 
He  tried  to  mend  his  statement  by  say- 
ing that  there  might  be  intimidation  in 
the  district  from  which  the  venue  is 
changed.  I  do  ask  that  we  shall  have 
some  reply  from  some  Member  of  the 
Government  who  understands  the  Bill, 
and  understands  what  he  is  talking 
about?  Will  the  English  Attorney 
General  get  up  and  give  us  some  reason 
for  resisting  this  Amendment?  Will 
any  Member  of  the  Gt)vernment  get  up 
and  tell  us  what  are  the  circumstances 
under  which  they  want  both  a  special 
jury  and  a  change  of  venue  ?  That  is 
the  point  on  which  we  want  an  answer, 
and  that  is  the  point  upon  which  we  have 
not  got  an  answer  yet.  It  may  be  that 
the  Government  may  have  some  know- 
ledge we  have  not.  It  may  be  there 
may  be  circumstances  in  which  one  of 
these  remedies  is  not  sufficient  without 
the  other,  but  if  that  is  so  we  have  not 
been  given  to  understand  it.  Let  them 
tell  us  what  the  circumstances  are  in 
which  they  want  both  of  these  remedies. 
It  is  idle  to  suppose  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  given  us  a  satisfactory 
answer. 

Mb.O*DOHEETT:  This  Amendment 
is  substantially  the  same  as  that  No.  20 
which  stands  in  my  name.  As  this 
Amendment  has  been  proposed,  of  course, 
I  will  not  move  my  Amendment,  as  any 
observations  I  might  be  disposed  to 
make  in  my  own  Amendment  will  be 
applicable  to  this.  What  I  specially 
desire  the  Committee  to  understand  is, 
the  serious  attack  which  is  made  upon 
the  jury  system  by  this  clause.  This 
is  really  a  juries  clause;  it  is  a  com- 
plete Amendment  of  the  Juries  Act. 
The  Jury  Law  in  Ireland  has  been 
altered  step  by  step  until  trial  by 
jury  is  a  mere  mockery.  Under  this 
clause  a  man  from  a  Catholic  district 
may  be  taken  for  trial  to  a  Protestant 
district.  Not  only  can  a  change  of 
venue  take  place,  but  the  Gt)vem- 
ment  can  select  a  special  set  of  preju- 
diced persons  to  tiy  the  case.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  would  sooner  be  tried 
by  a  court  martial  than  by  such  a 
system  of  trial  by  jury.  If  hon.  Mem- 
bers for  English  constituencies  would 
only  consider  what  this  clause  means,  I 
am  persuaded  they  would  not  sanction 
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it  for  a  single  moment.  I  do  not  object 
to  change  of  venue  or  to  a  special  jury, 
provided  both  remedies  are  not  resorted 
to  in  the  one  case.  I  do  not  believe  the 
Members  of  the  Treasury  Bench  under- 
stand the  possibilities  which  may  be 
reached  by  entrusting  such  powers  as 
are  now  proposed  to  the  Law  Officers 
in  Ireland.  This  is  an  Amendment 
which  ought  not  to  be  discussed  in  the 
exceedingly  light  manner  in  which  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  seems  in- 
clined to  discuss  it.  There  is  more  in 
the  Amendment  than  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  seems  to  imagine.  The  dis* 
position  on  our  part  to  forego  the  moving 
of  many  Amendments  which  stand  in 
our  names  appears  to  have  had  no 
salutory  effect  upon  the  Government, 
who  still  seem  inclined  to  treat  us  to 
the  most  trivial  answers.  I  trust  that 
upon  this  Amendment  we  shaU  go  to  a 
Division. 

Me.  MOLLOY  :  I  do  not  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  understands  the  Amend- 
ment, for  I  am  sure,  if  he  did,  he  would 
not  have  answered  in  the  short  manner 
he  did  answer.    The  Government  are 
to.  be  able  to  change  the  venue;  they 
are  to  have  the  selection  of  the  whole 
country  to  themselves.    You  can,  there- 
fore,  send  a  case  to  be  tried  wherever 
you  can  get  a  jury  that  cannot  be  intimi- 
dated, and  from  whom  you  can  get  a  fair 
trial.    If  after  you  have  chang^  the 
venue  you  do  not  think  you  can  g^t  a  f  air 
trial  from  a  common  jury,  you  are  to 
have  the  power  to  have  a  special  jury. 
What  we  are  fighting  for  in  this  matter 
is  the  preservation  of  trial  by  jury  in 
Ireland.    If  you  are  to  have  trial  by  a 
particular  jury  selected  ^m  a  select  and 
particular  class  you  mi^ht  just  as  well 
do  away  with  trial  by  jury  altogetiier. 
Granted  that  if  your  contention  is  ri^ht 
^-namely,   that  owing  to  intimidation 
certain   classes   from    which    eominon 
juries  are  drawn  may  not  be  fit  to  try 
certain  cases,   I  could  understand  the 
bringing  in  of  a  temporary  measure  to 
meet  the  evil.    But  this  Bill  is  not  a 
Bill  for  a  year  or  for  two  years,  but  it  is 
a  Bill  that  is  to  last  for  ever ;  therefore 
you  are  attacking  the  whole  jury  system 
in  Ireland  for  ever.    It  is  no  use  saving^ 
that  the  Bill  may  be  repealed  by  Act  of 
Parliament ;  so  far  as  you  are  ooucerued 
it  is  an  alteration  of  the  Criminml  Law 
of  Ireland;  which  is  to  last  for  ever«    Do 
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you  really  mean  to  destroy  trial  by  jury 
in  Ireland  ?  You  yourselves  liave  said 
here  over  and  over  again  that  you  be- 
lieve .that  in  a  very  short  time  matters 
will  settle  down  in  Ireland,  and  the  pre- 
sent angry  feelings    will  be    allayed. 
Under  these  conditions,  you  are  for  all 
time  actually  putting  an  end  to  the  jury 
system.    You   are    providing    for    the 
selection  of  juries  in  Ireland  from  a  very 
limited  class,  a  class  which  it  is  ad- 
mitted entertain  the  most  hostile  feel- 
ings against  the  vast  majoritv  of  the 
people.    Thus  it  is,  I  do  not  tnink  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  fully  under- 
stand the  importance  of  this  Amend- 
ment,  and  I  respectfully  ask  him  to 
consider  it  again  from  the  point  of  view 
I  have  endeavoured  to  set  forth.    I  put 
it  to  him  seriously  whether  it  is  really 
his  intention  to  limit  the  selection  of 
jurors  in  Ireland  for  all  time  to  a  parti- 
cular class.    He  may,  of  course,  say  the 
selection  we  contemplate  is  not  compul- 
sory;   but  we  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  what  will  be  the  result  We  know 
perfectly  well  that  in  every  case  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  will  apply 
for  and  obtain  a  special  jury,   and  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  mere 
application  for  a  special  jury  is  quite 
sufficient.    The  Judge  has  no  discretion 
to  say  whether  or  not  there  shall  be  a 
special  jury.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  for 
the  Attorney  Oeneral  for  Ireland  to  ask 
for  a  n>ecial  jury  is  sufficient.     Unques- 
tionably the  juries  will  be  selected  from 
a  limited  class,  and  from  that  class  which, 
unfortunately,  in  years  past  has  been 
opposed  to  the  rest  of  the  people  in 
Ireland. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOTJE :  I  cannot  agree 
with  the  hon.  and  learned  Oentleman 
(Mr.  Molloy)  in  believing  that  the  jury 
system  is  injured  by  this  clause.    I  re- 
gard the  essence  of  the  jury  system  as 
bmng  that  12  men  should  be  found  to 
give  a  Tsrdict  according  to  the  evidence. 
If  this  be  the  object  of  the  jury  system, 
that  object  will  be  obtained  by  the  pro- 
visions of  this  clause,  and  will  not  be 
obtained   if  we  limit  the  provisions  of 
this  clause.  We  decline  to  give  up  either 
of  the  two  expedients  for  obtaining  a 
true  trial — ^namely,  a  special  jury  or  a 
chanffo  of  venue. 

Mb.  ABTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
ga),  £.) :  The  definition  of  the  jury 
system  vrhich  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the    Chief    Secretary  for  Ireland   has 


given  is  remarkable  for  an  important 
omission.  The  essence  of  the  jury  sys- 
tem is  that  12  men  should  be  indifferently 
chosen  to  try  a  case ;  but  here  they  are 
not  to  be  indifferently  chosen.  The  right 
hon.  Oentleman  certainly  startled  me  by 
some  expressions  he  used  in  reply  to  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  North  Longford  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy).  He  said  even  when  a  change 
of  venue  is  secured,  as  it  may  be  under 
this  Bill  from  one  county  of  Ireland  to 
any  other  of  the  31  other  coimties,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  select  a  special  jury 
on  account  of  the  intimidation  prevailing 
in  the  county.  What  an  idea  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  must  have  of  Ire- 
land. He  seems  to  fancy  that  there  is 
a  rampant  system  of  intimidation  actively 
at  work  threatening  almost  everyone 
from  Cape  Clear  to  the  Giant's  Cause- 
way. But  those  who  live  in  Ireland,  or 
those  who  occasionally  visit  the  coun- 
try, cannot  fail  to  smile  at  such  an  idea. 
I  am  sure  that  even  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  South  Belfast  (Mr. 
Johnston)  would  not  contend  that  it  is 
impossible  to  find  a  district  in  Ireland 
free  from  intimidation.  Well,  if  the 
Government  have  the  power,  as  they 
have  under  the  4th  clause  of  this  Bill, 
to  obtain  an  order  of  the  Court  for  a 
change  of  venue  from  one  place  in  Ire- 
land to  any  other  place  they  may  choose, 
surely  they  will  be  able  to  find  a  district 
in  which  there  can  be  no  necessity  for  a 
special  jury  in  addition  to  the  change  of 
venue  ?  Now,  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  if  it  is  contem- 
plated to  change  in  any  way  the  system 
of  challenge.  Will  the  prisoner  who  is 
brought  before  a  special  jury  have  the 
same  right  of  challenge  which  he  ob- 
tains now  before  a  petty  jury?  If  the 
right  of  challenge  is  to  be  denied  him, 
or  is  to  be  limited,  it  would  be  only  in 
keeping  with  the  declaration  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland.  I  think  it 
is  only  right,  before  the  Committee  pro- 
ceeds further  with  the  consideration  of 
this  clause,  that  we  should  have  some 
indication  from  the  Government  as  to 
what  their  intentions  are  with  regard  to 
the  right  of  challenge. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  should 
like  to  say  a  few  words  upon  this  Amend- 
ment, although  I  am  perfectly  confident 
it  is  utterly  useless  to  do  so.  Unfortu- 
nately, we  have  very  frequent  occasion 
in  Ireland  to  know  that  if  this  power  is 
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ffiven  to  the    Government  it   will  be 
used  in  a  most  grossly  unfair  manner. 
r«*  Oh,  oh !"]    Upon  this  point  there 
can  be  absolutely  no  controversy.    We 
know  perfectly  well  that  in  the  recent 
State    trials    in   Dublin— it  has   been 
proved,  and  no  defence  has  been  at- 
tempted—that  the  power    of  packing 
juries  was  used  to  such  an  extent  that 
efforts  were  made  to  prevent  a  discus- 
sion upon  the  subject  in  this  House. 
That  was  the  course  adopted  by  the 
Executive  in  those  trials,  and  I  refer  to 
it  as  an  illustration  of  the  position  in 
which  a  prisoner  will  be  put  under  such 
a  clause  as  this  we  are  now  asked  to 
pass^^m««rtipSStfJ.i^t^\Amend^^^^^ 

Be  refused.  ^thTSiR^^?  ^."^^^J 
to  the  offence  was  commmS^'^^  ., 
County  of  Galway.  The  CrownWii 
venue  changed  to  the  City  of  Dub' 
and  even  then  they  were  not  satisfied, 
but  moved  the  venue  to  the  County  of 
Dublin,  and  packed  the  jury  in  a  most 
shameful  and  indecent  fashion.  What 
saved  me  and  my  Colleagues  from  con- 
viction was  the  fact  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  try  us  by  a  special  jury 
in  the  County  of  Dublin.  They  came 
to  the  end  of  their  tether;  they  used 
every  advantage  they  could  with  the 
utmost  indecency-^with  the  most  bra- 
zened-faced  indecency ;  but  because  the 
law  compelled  them  to  go  before  a  com- 
mon jury,  we  escaped,  fi  they  could  have 
put  in  force  this  clause— and  I  have  no 
doubt  it  is  in  view  of  their  experience 
in  this  case  that  they  ever  introduced 
this  clause — if  they  could  have  made  an 
application  to  bring  those  conspiracy 
cases  before  a  special  jury  of  the 
County  of  Dublin,  there  is  not  the 
slightest  doubt  they  could  have  em- 
pannelled  12  land  agents  and  secured 
our  conviction.  I  dare  say  there  are 
some  English  Gentlemen  who  will  not 
credit  that  the  Qt)vernment  would  do 
such  a  thing ;  but  they  have  done  such 
things,  and  they  will  do  them  again. 
What  occurred  in  those  trials?  Men 
were  put  on  their  oaths  who  admitted 
that  they  were  landlords  who  had  suf- 
fered from  the  agitation,  and  others 
who  were  land  agents,  who  admitted 
that  pecuniarily  they  were  injuriously 
affected  by  the  agitation.  If  the  Go- 
vernment have  power  to  take  poor  pea- 
sants in  Ireland,  or  political  agitators  in 
Ireland,  on  this  land  question,  and  place 
them  on  their  trial  before  a  specially 
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packed  jury,  I  say  justice  in  Ireland 
will  become  a  mockery.  They  might 
just  as  well — aye,  a  great  deal  better, 
because  it  would  be  honest  and  atruglit- 
forward — place  us  on  our  trial  before  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  without  judge  or  jury 
at  all.    I  would  rather  stand  my  chance 
in  a  trial  before  the  Lord  lieutenant, 
who  knows  nothing  oi  lav,  and  who, 
sitting    without   any  lawyers,  wonid 
listen  carefully  to  the  statement  oiiacts 
—I  would  a  great  deal  rather  stand  my 
chance  in  a  trial  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
than  in  a  trial  before  a  body  of  bank- 
rupt landlords  who  take  refuge  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  City  of  DubliiL  B«i 
is  the  character  of  the  special  juron  of 
Dublin  ?    We  know  perfectly  well  that 
the   jury    before  which  we  shall  he 
brouffht    under    this  clause  will  be 
largdy  composed  of  landlotdrf  ag«ata 

nd    bankrupt    rent-chargers  on  the 

tes  of  Ireland.   The  past  actions 

. ,    government  shows  that  wlat  we; 

•?i  \  under  this  clause,  if  you  rtftw 
r.  ^endment,  is  to  contend  U 
this  Atr       .^     ^    -Q  a  jnan  im 

they  arA^etend  that  they  are  seeto? 
trial,  to^  p^2  men  who  will  do  jusfc? 
to  obtam  V^verdict  accoi^ing  to  tb&i 
and  give  aV  ^^.^^^^^^    n^Yim 

oaths  and  the  £^„j  ^1,3  men  vho «« 
will  be  chosen  >^y  ^Jjq  believe  them- 
out  of    pocket,i^pQcij0t,  through ^ 
selves  to  be  out  o^^  they  are  cill« 
action  of  the  ver^Wx^  the  «to»  * 
upon  to  try.     SuclninaiidmAli'* 
the  case,  I  regard 
vital  Amendment, 
peal  to  any  fair- 
whether  it  is  not  e 
put  in  the  hands   of  the 
that  they  should   take    tKovr 
either  polling  fop  a  special  ju 
district  in  which  the  crime  is  od 
or,  if  they  think  it   better   to 
other  district,  to  let  the  unfo: 
soner  have  some  chance,  ^liio' 
get,  of  being  tried  by  a  com 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'OONN 
ask  the  Ohief  Secretary    : 
he  will  answer  the  q^uestio 
to  the  intention  of  tbe   Gb 
to  the  right  of  challenfi^e  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR 
propose  any  alteratioxx. 

Question  put. 

The    Oommittee   d^ 
Noes  153 :  Majority    G\ 
No.  190.) 
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Mr.  O'DOHERTT  (Donegal,  N.) :  I 
now  beg  to  move  to  insert,  after  the  word 
"in/'  in  line  10,  ''a  proclaimed  district 
in."  I  do  not  know  whether  the  attention 
of  the  Qovemment  has  been  called  to  the 
fact  that  in  the  4th  section  they  say 
tbia— ''The  trial  is  to  be  at  a  Court  of 
Assiie  for  any  county  in  a  proclaimed 
diBtrict."  I  observe  that  in  the  drd 
clause  they  say — "  The  trial  is  to  be  by  a 
jury  before  a  Oourt  in  Ireland  other  than 
A  Oourt  of  Quarter  Sessions."  Now  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  answering  obser- 
Tations  from  this  side  of  the  House  on 
the  last  A.mendment  was  evidently  under 
the  impression  that  the  Court  was  not  to 
be  in  a  proclaimed  district  in  Ireland.  I 
move  this  Amendment  in  order  to  make 
the  two  clauses  agree. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
10,  after  <'  in, '  insert  ''  a  proclaimed 
district  in."— (ilfr.  O'Doherty.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
b$  there  inserted." 

The  ATTOENET  GENEEAL  for 
lEELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
▼ersity) :  It  is  impossible  for  us  to 
accept  this  Amendment,  because  it  would 
deprive  the  Crown  of  the  power  of  having 
luch  cases  tried  by  juries  which  would 
not  he  subject  to  intimidation. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gil,  E.) :  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
.  wvemment  is  really  aware  of  the  absurd 
on  in  which  this  clause  is  left.  As 
f.y  — jlftufle  is  at  present  drafted,  the  pro- 
^^cl^lj'  this,  tiiat  if  in  a  proclaimed 
rd  tb^jte  which,  by  reason  of  intimidation 

att  ^^^jjJM^  ^  ^^'  ^^^  been  proclaimed,  a 
iy*,0iind6^&xnmitted  for  which  a  man  is 
Qt  e^^^F  WSp'  trial  or  any  indictment 
dfl  ^^  the^^^^  against  him,  the  Go- 
ld ^^  'si  i^^^  ^  h&Ye  a  change  of 
for  *  ^P?^*e  iB  ^y  8r®*  *^®  ^^^  transferred 
L  tb®  cri^  fjo  ^here,  admittedly,  there  is 
y  it  ^^^^ntot^Ti  ^^^  which  is  not  pro- 

"7  are  to  have  the  right  of 

special  jury.    Now,  they 

same  right  with  regard  to 

tted  in  the  district  itself. 

e  that  there  is  a  case  of 

of  firing  into  a  dwelling, 

of  Cork.    The  Govern- 

a   change  of  venue,  and 

.for  the  County  of  Down, 

proclaimed.      When  they 

ase  to  County  Down,  they 

is   Bill,  have  the  right  to 

iai  Jury ;  but  supposing  a 
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crime  of  precisely  the  same  description 
is  committed  in  the  County  of  Down 
itself,  they  will  have  no  such  power  to 
ask  for  a  special  jury  in  respect  of  that 
crime.  Can  anything  be  more  absurd  ? 
It  clearly  cannot  be  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  have  so  unequal  an  ar- 
rangement with  regard  to  crime  com- 
mitted in  two  different  places  and  both 
tried  in  one  of  those  places.  Whether 
this  Amendment  will  actually  meet  the 
particular  point  I  have  indicated,  I  do 
not  know;  but  I  think  I  have  said 
enough  to  bring  clearly  to  the  mind  of 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  the 
point  I  wish  to  raise. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn, 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
now  beg  to  move  to  insert,  after  the  word 
''than,"  inline  10,  the  words  ''other 
than  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  of  the 
High  Court,  or."  I  am  sure  it  is  only 
by  inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the 
draftsman  that  the  necessity  for  this 
Amendment  has  arisen.  Every  lawyer 
knows  that,  in  a  certain  class  of  cases, 
when  a  man  is  charged  with  an  offence 
it  is  within  his  power  to  move  that  the 
trial  be  transferred  to  the  Queen's  Bench 
Division.  This  does  not  happen  in  Ire- 
land  except  on  very  important  occasions, 
and  the  Motion  is  generally  made  on  the 
part  of  the  Crown.  It  was  made  un- 
successfully by  the  respondents  in  the 
case  of  "The  Queen  V  Dillon."  In  England 
such  a  motion  is  very  constantly  made. 
A  defendant  makes  an  application  for 
the  transference  of  the  trial,  because 
he  apprehends  that  in  his  locality  he 
would  not  get  a  fair  trial.  Now,  if  a 
man  succeeds  in  obtaining  such  a  trans- 
ference of  the  trial  to  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench,  it  will  be  in  the  power 
of  the  Crown  to  reverse  the  action  of 
the  Court,  and  to  change  the  venue. 
The  section  is  so  drawn  that  it  applies 
to  a  trial  to  be  held  before  any  Court  in 
Ireland  except  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions.  I  do  not  think  the  Govern- 
ment can  intend  such  a  state  of  things 
to  arise.  I  am  persuaded  they  will  act 
fairly  and  reasonably,  and  accept  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
10,  after  "  than,"  insert  "  other  than 
the  Queen's  Bench  Division  of  the  High 
Court,  or." — {Mr,  Mauriee  Mealy.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 
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The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Wbbstee)  (Isle  of  Wight) : 
So  far  as  England  is  oonoemed  there 
cannot  be  a  trial  by  a  special  jury  in 
any  case  of  felony ;  bat  it  is  our  inten- 
tion, by  this  Bill,  that  there  shall  be 
power  in  Ireland  of  having  a  special 
jury  at  the  option-  of  the  prisoner  or  of 
the  prosecution. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY:  I  should 
like  to  point  out  the  result  which  would 
follow  from  the  passing  of  the  Bill  in 
its  present  form.  Take  the  case  of  a 
trial  for  misdemeanour,  such  as  a  trial 
had  at  Bar  for  conspiracy.  The  law  in 
such  cases  is  that  though  the  charges 
are  misdemeanours,  and,  though  the 
Crown  has  a  right  to  have  a  special 
jury,  these  special  juries  are  struck  on 
the  old  system  by  which  the  Crown  has 
no  right  of  ordering  jurors  to  stand  by, 
and  under  which  the  prisoner  and  the 
Crown  are  on  an  absolute  equality  so 
far  as  the  selection  of  the  jury  is  con- 
cerned. What  would  happen  if  this  Bill 
passed  in  its  present  form?  Let  us 
suppose  that  a  new  prosecution  is  insti- 
tuted to-morrow  against  my  hon.  Friend 
and  Colleague  (Mr.  Dillon),  and  that  he 
was  again  charged  with  conspiracy. 
Suppose  the  case  was  tried  at  the 
Queen's  Bench,  the  Crown  having  a 
special  jury  empannelled  under  the  old 
system  under  this  Bill,  they  have  a 
dLange  of  venue  or  a  special  jury  in  the 
manner  provided  in  the  sub-section  and 
would  possess  an  unlimited  right  of 
challenging  jurors.  I  think  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Qentleman  the  Attorney 
Oeneral  for  Ireland  will  see  the  neces- 
sity of  saying  something  in  reply  to 
this  statement.  We  ought  to  have  an 
answer  upon  this  point. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  has  ignored  the 
case  put  before  him — I  mean  the  case 
of  **  The  Queen  v,  Casey,"  but  the  Irish 
Solicitor  Oeneral  knows  it  very  welL 
That  was  a  case  of  conspiracy  tried,  I 
believe,  somewhere  about  the  year  1876, 
and  the  law,  as  then  laid  down  by  Chief 
Justice  May,  has  been  persistently 
followed  ever  since.  It  was  then  laid 
down  that  when  your  panel  of  48  was 
taken  the  prisoner  had  his  12  challenges 
and  the  Crown  had  their  12  chal- 
lenges, which  reduced  the  number  to  24, 
and  then  the  prisoner,  on  coming  in 
again,  had  the  right  of  challenging  six 
^oore,  which  made  18  challenges  in  all. 


What  would  happen  if  this  clause  ib 

Eassed  in  its  present  shape  ?  You  will 
e  able  to  have  a  trial  at  Bar,  and 
you  will  be  able  to  have  your  special 
jury  struck  under  the  old  system,  but 
under  this  clause  this  is  a  direct 
appeal  against  the  decision  of  the  Jud^re 
in  the  case  of  "  The  Queen  v,  Casey."  We 
are  being  hit  in  a  way  that  was  never 
intended  originally,  I  believe,  and,  that 
being  so,  I  think  the  least  we  are  en- 
titled to  is  that  when  trials  at  Bar 
are  being  had  they  should  be  had 
under  the  decision  of  that  splendid  Con- 
servative authority — Chief  Justice  May. 
I  think  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Oen- 
tleman  the  Attorney  G-eneral  for  Ireland 
will  not  dispute  that,  if  the  Government 
choose  to  have  an  ordinary  trial  for 
misdemeanour  under  this  Bill,  they  can 
have  an  unlimited  right  of  challenging 
jurors;  but  that  if  they  have  a  trial  at 
Bar  under  existing  conditions  they 
will  be  limited  to  18  challenges.  We 
should  have  fair  play  in  that  way ;  but, 
under  this  clause,  the  Government  might 
have  a  trial  and  avail  themselves  of  the 
power  of  having  unlimited  challenges. 
Perhaps  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 
going  over  to  Ireland  with  his  heart 
brimming  over  with  kindness  for  the 
Irish  people,  is  going  to  abandon  the 
right  of  cnallenge. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  (Liverpool, 
Walton) :  The  effect  of  striking  a  jury 
under  the  old  system  would  be,  in  the 
case  of  a  prisoner  who  chose  to  ezeroise 
his  right  of  challenge,  to  render  it  im- 
possible to  have  a  trial  at  all. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  They  tried  Par- 
nell  and  O'Connell  under  the  old  system. 

Mr.  GIBSON :  Yes ;  but  the  traver- 
sers could  render  it  impossible  to  have 
a  trial  at  all  under  that  system,  if  they 
chose  to  exercise  their  right  of  challenge. 
Whenever  we  have  a  case  which  is  fit  to 
be  brought  before  the  Court  of  Asaizes 
under  the  section  in  its  present  form, 
it  may  be  tried  before  a  special  joiy. 
When  cases  are  so  important  that  they 
are  not  only  tried  at  Aissizes,  but  at  Bar, 
it  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  you  ^ould 
not  have  a  special  jury.    It  has  beeo. 
pointed    out   by   the   right  hon.   and. 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General. 
that  there  could  be  no  trial  by  speoMl 
jury  at  all,  in  cases  of  felony  at  Ooa^^. 
I  mon  Law.  In  cases  tried  in  the  Queex^^^ 
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Bench  it  would  only  be  possible,  under 
the  old  system,  to  have  special  juries 
where  the  trials  were  for  xnisdemea- 
noars.  It  is  perfectly  true,  as  pointed 
out  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
opposite,  that  under  the  old  system 
there  were  only  48  jurors,  and  that  the 
traversers  had  a  right  to  challenge  18. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  would  like  to 
point  out  that  a  very  strange  result  will 
take  place  if  this  clause  is  carried  in  its 
present  form.    Not  only  will  the  Crown 
be  allowed  to  choose  its  own  jury,  but 
it  will  be  able  to  choose  its  own  Judge. 
At  present,  the  prisoner,  at  any  rate, 
has  a  chance  of  being  tried  by  an  im- 
partial Judge;  but  under  this  clause  you 
will  have  the  power  of  taking  your  pri- 
Boner  before  the  Oourt  of  Clueen*s  Bench, 
and  everybody  knows  the  political  cha- 
racteristics of  the  gentlemen  appointed 
to  the  Bench  of  that  branch  of  the  High 
Ck)urt.     As  I  have  frequently  pointed 
out  before,  the  people  have  no  confidence 
in  them.  Therefore  it  absolutely  appears 
that  no  matter  what  is  going  on  in  the 
country,  no  matter  what  political  excite- 
ment exists,  you  select   not  only  your 
own  jury,  but  try  a  man  by  your  own 
Judge  from  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench. 
This  is  a  thing  that  I  think  the  English 
people  should  thoroughly  understand. 
It  ia  one  thing  to  say  that  the  Crown 
fihoold  have  the  right  of  appointing  a 
special  jury  in  order  to  avoid  the  possi- 
bility of  having  jurors  who  would  be 
subject  to  intimidation ;  but  it  is  another 
thing  to  say  that  you  should  have  your 
own  Judge  as  well.    That  is  going  a 
length   which  I  feel  perfectly  satisfied 
was  never  dreamt  of  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  before.    Are  we  to  have 
the  dice  loaded  at  both  ends?    Load 
them  at  one  end  if  you  like,  but  do  not 
load  them  at  both.    If  you  frame  your 
laws  in  this  way,  you  might  just  as  well 
do  away  vrith  triad  by  jury  altogether. 
Set  up  the  gallows  in  Castle  Yard,  and 
let  the  LfOrd  Lieutenant  pick  out  whom 
he  wants  to  hang  and  nnish  them  off 
out    of  hand.     That   would  save  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  a  great  deal 
of  worry.     He  looks  pained  sometimes, 
and  in  the  way  I  suggest  he  might  save 
himself  from  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and 
annoyance.    Let  him  reduce  his  Bill  to 
one  line   to  the  effect  I  have  mentioned. 
This  section  which  we  are  now  discuss- 
ing  is  not  a  special  jury  clause  at  all — I 
call  it  a  special  Judge  clause.    As  to 


what  has  fallen  from  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland,  it  is  true  that  in  the  de- 
cision in  "The  Queen  t;.  Casey"  a  law  was 
laid  down  which  has  worked  in  a  par- 
ticular manner,  but  can  anyone  say  that 
it  has  worked  injustice  ?  Can  any  right 
hon.  or  hon.  Member  say  that  anyone  is 
any  the  worse  for  it  ?  As  I  understand 
the  decision  of  Chief  Justice  May,  it 
was  that  the  Crown  had  only  12  and 
that  the  prisoner  had  18.  This  decision 
was  rather  snorted  at  by  the  other 
Judges  afterwards,  but  they  have  never 
attempted  to  overrule  it.  I  do  beg  the 
Government  to  consider  whether  they 
wish  to  bring  the  whole  of  their  proceed- 
ings into  contempt.  The  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  have  compara- 
tively spelling  nothing  to  do,  and  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  when  he 
is  translated  there  from  this  House,  will 
have  an  elegant  repose.  Do  let  us  know 
if  he  is  to  be  made  a  party  to  the  state 
of  things  contemplated  by  this  clause. 

Mb.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  The 
Government  seem  anxious  not  only  to 
have  an  unlimited  right  of  challenge  in 
ordinary  cases,  but  to  have  the  same 
right  in  connection  with  trials  at  Bar, 
and  to  be  able  to  appoint  their  own 
Judges  to  select  gentlemen  who  have 
been  appointed  to  the  Bench  simply  for 
political  reasons.  They  may  bring  a  case 
before  a  Bench  of  three  Judges,  who 
entertain  strong  political  views,  and  who 
would  express  strong  opinions.  I  will 
not  say  whether  they  would  express  their 
opinions  rightly  or  wrongly;  but  they 
would,  undoubtedly,  express  strong  opi« 
nionS|  and  do  their  best  to  influence  the 
jury.  Under  the  Act  of  1882  it  was  in 
the  power  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
lana  to  send  prisoners  for  trial  before 
three  Judges.  Under  the  1st  section, 
those  three  Judges  were  to  be  named  by 
himself  in  the  warrant  which  he  might 
issue.  But  we  had  a  number  of  safeguards 
provided  in  that  section,  when  these 
three  very  estimable  individuals  were  to 
try  political  prisoners.  We  had,  in  the 
3rd  sub- section,  provision  made  for  a 
report,  and  it  was  provided  that  all  three 
Judges  should  concur  in  a  conviction; 
and,  under  a  subsequent  sub- section,  we 
had  provision  made  for  an  appeal  on  all 
questions,  whether  of  law  or  of  fact, 
from  the  decision  of  those  three  Judges. 
We  had  there  a  Court  of  Appeal  in 
which  we  had  greater  confidence  than 
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in  the  three  Judges  of  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench.  As  I  understand  the 
position  of  the  Oovernment,  they  want 
not  only  to  have  the  benefit  of  those 
three  Judges,  every  one  of  whom  can  be 
relied  on  to  convict,  but  in  addition  to 
that  they  want  to  rely  upon  the  special 
juries  of  the  Oity  of  Dublin,  on  the 
panels  of  which  you  find  turning  up  the 
names  of  persons  who  were  conspicuous 
in  those  trials  30  or  40  years  ago.  We 
saw  one  of  those  gentlemen  come  for- 
ward not  long  ago  at  the  trial  of  one  of 
my  hon.  Friends.  After  convicting 
John  Mitohel,  40  years  ago,  he  turned 
np  as  bright  as  a  button  to  convict  my 
hon.  Friend.  Beally  the  Government 
seem  to  be  making  a  humbug  of  the 
trials  for  which  they  are  providing  in 
this  clause.  If  a  shred  of  the  Constitu- 
tion is  to  be  preserved,  the  Government 
should  take  care  that  the  forms  of  justice 
should  not  be  prostituted  in  the  sicken- 
ing way  they  propose. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HE  ALT:  My  Amend- 
ment simply  asks  that  Government  should 
leave  us  the  one  relic  of  the  Constitution 
which  exists  in  the  striking  of  the  jury 
under  the  old  method.  It  is  the  one 
refuge  which  political  prisoners  have 
left ;  the  one  shred  of  the  Constitution 
remaining  to  them.  We  do  ask  that 
that  shall  not  be  taken  away  by  a  side 
wind,  by  the  indirect  effects  of  this 
clause. 

Mr.  O'DOHERTY  (Donegal,  N.) :  I 
think  my  hon.  Friends  are  straining  at 
a  gnat  in  this  matter,  because  this  clause, 
as  it  stands,  seems  to  be  a  perfectly 
natural  consequence,  and  a  perfectly 
proper  consequence  of  the  provisions  of 
the  2nd  section  of  this  Bill.  There  they 
have  provided  the  law  which  is  to  be 
applied  to  criminals  in  Ireland.  They 
have  selected  the  tribunals  to  try  the 
fact,  and  selected  them  with  a  view  to 
securing  what  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
land calls  an  effective  trial — ^namely,  a 
conviction.  Is  it  not  perfectly  natural 
that  the  Government  should  now  ask 
that  they  should  have  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing also  special  juries  and  special 
Judges  to  try  these  cases  ?  I  think  this 
clause  is  thoroughly  consistent;  and  I 
am  very  glad  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Maurice  Healy)  has  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  not  only  is  the  jury  to  be 
selected,  not  only  is  the  prisoner  not  to 
be  tried  by  a  comimon  jury,  as  to  which 
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there  is  an  unlimited  right  of  challenge, 
but  the  Government  are  to  avail  them- 
selves of  special  juries  composed  of  the 
enemies  of  the  prisoners;  and,  further 
than  that,  they  are  to  have  the  power  of 
specially  selecting  the  Judges.  I  think 
it  is  perfectly  right  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  seeing  what  the  Bill  is,  that 
they  should  do  this ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
it  is  clearly  right  and  proper  for  my  hon. 
Friends  to  protest  against  it.  Such  a 
complete  travesty  of  trial  by  law,  and 
such  a  complete  upsetting  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  trial  by  jury,  was  never  known. 
Why  do  not  the  Government  abolish 
trial  by  jury  altogether  in  Ireland  ? 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  67; 
Noes  134:  Majority  67.— (Div.  list. 
No.  191.) 

Mb.  T.  M.  healy  (Longford,  N.)  : 
I  beg  to  move  the  Amendment,  No.  27» 
which  stands  in  my  name— In  line  12, 
after  ** Court,"  insert  "if  such  crime 
could  not  have  been  prosecuted  sum- 
marily."   In  moving  this  Amendment,  I 
want  to  get  out  from  the  Government 
why  they  propose  to  try  people  by  jury, 
and  to  try  them  sunmianly  at  the  same 
time.     I  would  point  out  one  important 
thiog  in  connection   with  this  matter. 
Take  the  case  of  conspiracy — ^you  can 
prosecute  that  either  by  a  jury  trial  or 
summarily.     If  you  prosecute  by  jury 
you  can  give  two  years'  imprisonment, 
but  if  you  only  prosecute  summarily  you 
can  only  give  six  months'  imprisonment. 
But  now  you  are  going  to  take  power  to 
act  in  either  of  these  ways.     There  are 
several  considerations  to  be  taken  into 
account  in  connection  with  this  matter. 
For  instance,  there  is  the  question  of 
prison    discipline.       If  you    are    con- 
victed of  conspiracy,  as  ^e  law  standa 
at  present  you  do  not  get  hard  labour  ; 
but  the  Government  seem  to  be  anxious 
to  alter  the  present  rules,  and  to  inflict 
hard    labour   in    cases    of  conspiracy. 
This  is  really  a  most  important  matter. 
It  may  he  an  oversight  on  the  part  of 
the   Government.      Many  things  Ixave 
crept  into  the  Bill  through  overai^lit. 
I  would  ask  the  Government  thei^ore, 
do  they  want  to  prosecute  people   l»e« 
fore  the  magistrate  and  do  they  iraAt, 
at  the  same  time,  to  have  the  opdoi^  of 
prosecuting  the  same  people  before    a 
jury  ?    That  seems  to  me  to  be  a  pl«>^iTi 
question  to  which,  I  think,  I  lia^%  ^ 
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right  to  have  an  answer.  I  beg  to  move 
the  Amendment  which  stands  in  my 
name. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
9,  after  ** court**  insert  **if  such  crime 
could  not  have  been  prosecuted  sum- 
marily.**—(1/r.  r.  M,  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.** 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  think  that  some  such  ques- 
tion was  asked  upon  the  Amendment  to 
the  second  clause  of  the  Bill,  and  at  that 
time,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  I  gave  the 
answer  that  I  am  about  to  give  now.  I 
propose,  I  need  hardly  say — because  I 
believe  every  Member  of  this  Committee 
knows  it  before  I  say  it — to  retain  after 
the  passing  of  this  Bill  the  power  of 
proceeding  against  any  crime  which  can 
now  be  tried  by  indictment.  It  would 
be  a  most  singular  change  in  the  law  if, 
because  the  Legislature  makes  certain 
offences  punishable  summarily  under 
this  Bill,  the  Government  should  be  pre- 
vented from  indicting  persons  for  those 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  That  is  not  the 

£)int.     I  do  not  want  to  prevent  you 
om  indicting,  but    I    say   that   you 
should  not  have  a  special  jury  for  it. 

Mb.  holmes  :  I  will  come  to  that 
in  a  moment.    I  want  to  g^  step  by 
step.      The  hon.   and  learned  Gentle- 
man  understands  that  we  have  intro- 
duced   certain   provisions   in  the  2nd 
clause  that  enable  summary  jurisdiction 
to  be  exercised,   notwithstanding  that 
the  ofiFenoes  punished  are  now  indictable 
at  Common  Law.    We  propose  that  if 
these   offences  are  committed  in  pro- 
claimed   districts    and    are    proceeded 
againat  by  indictment,  as  in  many  cases 
it  may  be  the  bounden  duty  of  the  At- 
torney Oeneral  for  Ireland  to  proceed 
againat  them,  that  the  same  privilege 
should  be  given  to  the  Crown  and  to  the 
defendant  in  regard  to  the  gpranting  of  a 
special  jury  as  a  matter  of  course.    I 
cannot  conceive  what  possible  objection 
there  can  be  to  that  arrangement.     I 
cannot  understand  why,  if  we  are  to 
have  special  juries  in  the  case  of  a  great 
number  of  other  offences,  we  should  not 
have  them  in  the  case  of  these  indictable 
offences.     Xn  point  of  fact,  it  is  plain 
with  reference  to  this  very  case  of  con- 
piracy  that  the  circumstances  of  such 
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offence  are  likely  to  be  such  as  to  re- 
quire juries  of  moro  intelligence  than 
ordinary.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  most 
desirable  to  give  the  accused  person,  if 
he  wishes,  or  the  prosecutor  if  he  wishes 
it,  an  opportunity  of  taking  cases  of  this 
kind  before  a  jury  of  greater  intelligence 
than  a  common  jury.  That  being  our 
view  we  certainly  must  object  to  the 
Amendment. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Gal way,  N.) :  The 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  repre- 
sents a  constituency  of  the  class  from 
which  special  juries  will  be  drawn. 
I  presume  that  he  would  contend 
that  he  represents  a  constituency  of 
greater  intelligence  than  ordinary. 
But  would  the  people  of  the  country 
generally  consider  it  a  greater  advan- 
tage to  be  tried  by  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman's  constituency, 
who  belong  to  the  University  of  Dublin, 
than  to  be  tried  by  the  ordinary  people 
of  the  country?  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  may  contend  that 
greater  intelligence  would  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  question  at  issue. 
That  may  or  may  not  be  the  case,  but 
the  people  themselves  are  the  best 
judges  of  whether  or  not  there  would 
oe  an  advantage  in  being  tried  in  this 
way.  The  people  of  the  country  very 
much  prefer  being  tried  by  the  ordinary 
electors  of  Ireland  in  preference  to  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  con- 
stituents. By  refusing  to  entertain  the 
proposition  of  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman is  putting  himself  in  this  posi- 
tion— he  is  enlarging  very  much  the 
powers  of  special  jurors  under  the  Bill, 
and  doing  it  at  a  very  dangerous  time. 
That  is  not  the  worst  of  it.  During  the 
last  five  or  six  years  we  have  been 
greatly  extending  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  so  far  as  the  return  of  Members 
to  this  House  is  concerned.  We  have 
been  transferring  the  power  that  was 
formerly  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the 
upper  class,  or  the  upper  branch  of  the 
middle  class,  in  a  very  great  degree  into 
the  hands  of  the  working  men,  the 
farmers  and  the  artizans  of  Ireland. 
That  is,  that  task  has  been  undertaken 
so  far  as  the  return  of  Members  to  this 
House  is  concerned ;  but  now  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland,  in  refusing 
this  Amendment,  wants  to  go  in  exactly 
the  opposite  direction,  so  far  as  the  law 
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is  conoemed.  He  wishes  to  have  the 
admioistration  of  the  law  taken  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  common  juries,  and 
vested  in  the  hands  of  the  special  juries 
which  are  drawn  from  the  upper  classes 
and  the  upper  branch  of  the  middle 
classes.  He  wants  to  take  the  judicial 
administrative  power  away  from  the 
common  juries,  away  from  the  great 
mass  of  the  people,  and  to  transfer  it  to 
the  higher  classes.  Well,  I  would  warn 
the  Government  that  principles  of  this 
kind  which  they  begin  to  apply  in  Ire- 
land have  a  tendency  to  spread  and  very 
trequentlv  extend  to  this  country. 

Thb  CHAIEMAN  :  I  would  point  out 
that  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  is 
now  addressing  himself  to  the  whole 
clause.  He  is  not  confining  himself  to 
the  Amendment  before  the  Committee. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  Then  in  obedience 
to  your  ruling,  Sir,  I  will  endeavour  to 
confine  my  remarks  to  the  Amendment* 
The  whole  argument  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  was  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  have  power  to  appeal 
to  the  special  jury  instead  of  the  common 
jury,  and  his  refusal  to  accept  this 
Amendment  was  based  entirely  upon 
that  principle.  He  did  not  talk  much 
for  the  Crown.  That  goes  without  sajring. 
He  wanted  a  strong  argument  against 
us,  and,  therefore,  he  dwelt  mainly 
upon  the  iniquity  of  preventing  a  defen- 
dant from  being  able  to  appeal  to  a 
special  jury  when  he  desired  to  do  so. 
Well,  there  are  very  few  defendants  in 
Ireland  who  would  prefer  a  special  to  a 
common  jury.  Notwithstanding  the  in- 
telligence of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman's  own  constituency,  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  people 
of  Ireland  would  rather  be  tried  oy 
juries  taken  from  their  own  class  than 
by  juries  drawn  from  those  people.  If 
a  defendant  is  innocent  he  would  infi- 
nitely prefer  that,  although  if  he  is 
guilty  he  might  not  care  where  the  jury 
came  from 

The  CHAIEMAN :  Order,  order ! 

CoLONBL  NOLAN :  I  thought  I  was  in 
Order  in  pointing  out  that  the  trans- 
ference of  this  power  from  the  common 
juries  to  the  special  juries,  which  was 
the  whole  argument  of  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland,  is  a  most  dangerous 
principle.  If,  however,  you.  Sir,  say 
that  tnat  matter  belongs  to  the  whole 
clause,  I  will  reserve  my  remarks  upon 

Colpnel  Nolan 


the  point  until  the  whole  clause  is  put. 
I  would  say,  however,  that  to  take  a 
farmer  from  Tuam  or  Connemara,  to 
have  him  tried  by  the  residents  of  Bath- 
mines  in  Dublin,  would  be  the  very 
wildest  course  that  could  be  adopted.  I 
would  remind  the  Government  that  on 
one  occasion  the  late  Sergeant  Arm- 
strong gave  evidence  to  the  effect  that  it 
was  a  matter  of  great  importance  to 
have  prisoners  tried  by  the  people  them- 
selves. He  declared  that  when  a  verdict 
of  guilty  was  given  by  a  jury  drawn 
from  the  people  themselves,  a  great  im- 
pression was  produced  and  a  sort  of 
thrill  ran  through  the  whole  Court. 
That  is  the  result  when  prisoners  are 
convicted  by  their  own  class ;  but,  said 
the  Sergeant,  there  is  no  feeling  of  that 
kind  at  all  amongst  the  Irish  people 
when  prisoners  are  convicted  by  a  dif- 
ferent class  from  themselves.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  opposite  is 
departing  from  a  principle  laid  down  by 
an  authority  in  law  which  he  himself 
will  acknowledge  as  a  very  eminent 
one. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  have  some 
difficulty  in  knowing  whether  or  not  I 
made  myself  dear  to  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  because  he  dwelt 
almost  altogether  upon  the  right  of  the 
prisoner  to  claim  to  be  tried  by  a  special 
jury. 

Mb.  holmes  :  I  said  the  prosecutor 
and  the  defendant. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  object  alto- 
gether to  the  prisoner  having  the  right 
to  claim  to  be  tried  by  a  special  jury. 
That     right    led    to    your    unnatoial 
offenders  and    your    Orangemen  mur- 
derers being  tried  by  a  sympathetic  jury 
of  their  own  gang  and  getting  off.     The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  made 
a  point  of  the  prisoner  having  the  right 
to  the  protection  of  the  special  in^sUi- 
gence  of  a  special  jury  as  well  as  tiie 
Crown.     He  said   the  prisoner  sfaould 
have  the  option  of  choosing  the  jury; 
but    will   you    give   him   that    option 
against  the  decision  of  the    Resident 
magistrates  who,  to  my  way  of  think* 
ing,  are  not  persons  of  any  special  in- 
telligence,  being  mostly  ex-polioemen 
or  half -pay  soldiers  ?  The  point  the  (Go- 
vernment have  not  dealt  with  is  this, 
that  when  they  have  the  right  of  going 
before  their  own  Besident  Magistrates 
and  convicting  us  before  them,  they  will 
not  do  so.    They  want  to  oonyiet  119 
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before  special  juries,  in  order  that  they 
may  give  us  two  years'  imprisonment. 
Why  can  they  not  be  contented  with 
giving  six  months'  imprisonment?  I 
think  no  one  should  have  the  right  to 
lammarily  inflict  the  punishment  of  im- 
prisonment upon  anyone  under  this  Bill 
unless  he  has  had  some  experience  of 
that  punishment  himself,  and  thoroughly 
knows  what  it  means.  But  to  say  that 
you  should  have  an  opportunity  of  in- 
flicting two  years,  is  the  point  the 
Amendment  touches,  and  that  is  the 
point  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman has  neglected  to  refer  to.  I  say 
again,  that  the  proposal  to  allow  the 
prisoner  to  avail  himself  of  a  special 
J  ary  is  simply  an  Oranee  proposal.  It 
is  a  piece  of  class  legislation.  No  Na- 
tionalist will  ever  ask  to  be  tried  by  a  spe- 
cial jury  of  Orangemen  and  Freemasons. 
When  you  have  an  opportunity  of  con- 
victing summarily  before  the  Hesident 
Magistrates,  why  do  you  want  an  oppor- 
tunity of  convicting  a  man  by  a  special 
jury?  I  have  not  at  all  objected  to  in- 
dictments being  preferred.  Prefer  them 
if  you  like ;  but  the  Attorney  Oeneral 
for  Ireland,  I  say,  should  not  have  the 
right  to  claim  a  special  jury.  At  any 
tA^t  the  Oourt  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  saying — ''You  might  have 
prosecuted  these  men  summarily."  The 
latter  part  of  the  clause  says  that  the 
Attorney  Oeneral  for  Ireland  may,  as  of 
course,  claim  a  special  jury ,  but  this  is 
not  a  case  where  he  should  have  the 
right,  seeing  that  each  trial  will  be  one 
in  which  he  might  have  proceeded  sum- 
marily, but  has  not  done  so.  I  wish  the 
Ooaunittee  to  declare  that  the  Attorney 
Oeneral  for  Ireland  shall  not  have  this 
ri^ht,  as  of  course.  I  think  the  Oom- 
mittee  ought  to  deal  with  that_point. 

Mb.  MAUBIOE  HEALY  :  1  do  trust 
the  GoTemment  will  give  some  answer 
to  the  arraments  which  have  just  been 
submitted  to  them.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Oentleman  the  Attorney  Oene- 
ral for  Ireland  got  up  and  answered  the 
speeoh  made  in  bringing  forward  the 
Ameadiiient ;  but  he  did  not  answer  a 
tinfl^  point  contained  in  that  speech; 
ana  nowy  instead  of  making  an  answer 
to  farther  observations,  he  sits  dumb  on 
the  Front  Oovemment  Bench,  knowing, 
I  sappoae,  that  he  has  no  answer  to 
giTe.  The  Ooyeznment  in  this  matter 
ve  diflplayinff  a  spirit  which  is  really 
•troeiaiM*     They  have  the  right  of  sum- 


mary conviction,  they  have  the  right  of 
change  of  venue,  they  have  the  right  of 
a  special  jury,  and  with  all  these  we  are 
told  by  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
that  they  intend  to  preserve  in  their 
hands  the  disgraceful  power  of  jury 
packing,  which  they  have  used  with  such 
effect  in  the  past.  I  protest  that  this  is 
a  monstrous  spirit  in  which  to  press  a 
Bill  of  this  kind  upon  the  House.  Let 
the  Oovemment  select  one  power  which 
they  say  they  want,  and  content  them- 
selves with  that.  Any  one  of  these 
powers  would,  if  used  at  all,  be  effec- 
tive in  itself.  Let  them  select  one  power, 
but  do  not  let  them  play  with  cards  up 
their  sleeves.  Do  not  let  them  have 
half  a-dozen  of  these  atrocious  provi- 
sions that  they  can  use  against  the  un- 
fortunate prisoner  in  a  cumulative  way. 
I  deny  that  there  is  anything  in  the 
enactment  with  regard  to  the  power  of 
summary  conviction  that  makes  it  ne- 
cessary that  they  should  require  an 
additional  power  of  employing  a  special 
jury.  If  an  offence  has  hitherto  been 
an  indictable  offence,  it  has  always  been 
the  practice  to  deal  with  it  as  an  indict- 
able offence,  and  if  it  has  always  been 
an  offence  for  summary  conviction, 
it  has  always  been  dealt  with  sum- 
marily. There  has  been  no  attempt 
made  in  Ireland,  nor,  so  far  as  I  know, 
in  England,  to  insist  upon  having  two 
modes  of  procedure  concurrent,  and  to 
have  power  vested  in  the  Crown  to  select 
their  mode  of  procedure  according  to 
their  choice.  I  challenge  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Oentleman  the  Attorney  Oe- 
neral for  Ireland  to  give  a  single  reason 
for  retaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown 
this  power  to  select  special  juries  in  cases 
where  it  is  open  to  the  Crown  to  try 
offences  summarily.  Can  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Oentleman  put  his  finger 
upon  a  single  example ;  can  he  point  to  a 
single  case  of  the  Crown  having  a  right 
to  insist  upon  a  special  jury,  and  also  a 
right  of  option  to  try  a  case  summarily  ? 
I  say  that  he  cannot  attempt  to  point  to 
such  a  case.  That  being  so,  we  must 
only  conclude  that  the  Oovemment  are 
so  greedy  of  power,  so  determined  to 
exercise  their  powers  oppressively,  that 
whereas  in  the  2nd  section  of  this  Bill 
they  have  the  power  of  punishing  their 
political  opponents  with  six  months'  im- 
prisonment with  hard  labour,  they  are 
not  content  with  that,  but,  putting  it 
aside,  wish  to  rely  upon  extraordinary 
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powers  in  order  to  send  their  political 
opponents  to  gaol  for  two  years. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Would  the  Go- 
▼emment  object  to  giving  the  prisoner 
the  right  to  select  to  be  tried  before  two 
[Resident  Magistrates  instead  of  a  special 
jury  ?  If  a  man  is  indicted,  will  the  Go- 
vernment give  him  the  option  of  going 
before  two  of  their  intelligent  Eesident 
Magistrates  rather  than  going  before 
their  special  jurors  ? 

Mr.  HOLMES:  Certainly  not.  It 
would  be  wrong  to  give  the  prisoner  an 
option  of  being  tried  before  a  tribunal 
which  can  only  give  six  months'  impri- 
sonment, or  before  a  jury  where  there 
would  be  no  such  limit.  Take  the  case 
of  an  assault  endangering  life — techni- 
cally, that  might  be  tried  before  two 
[Resident  Magistrates,  but,  as  I  say,  it 
would  be  exceedingly  wrong  to  give  the 
prisoner  the  option  of  being  so  tried,  and 
of  only  haying  six  months'  imprisonment. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  But  you  have 
the  power  to  change  the  venue,  and  you 
can  take  such  a  man  300  miles  away, 
and  indict  him  before  a  common  jury. 
What  is  the  use  of  talking  to  us  as  if  we 
did  not  know  the  Bill  ?  You  seem  to  us 
to  be  determined  not  to  give  the  prisoner 
a  single  chance.  You  have  your  quiver 
full  of  arrows — ^you  have  as  many 
poisoned  arrows  in  this  Bill  as  would 
destroy  an  entire  nation.  When  we 
ask  you  to  give  the  prisoner  an  option 
of  being  tried  before  two  Besident  Ma- 
gistrates, you  say — **No;  the  offence 
may  be  too  serious."  If  the  offence  is 
too  serious  to  try  a  man  summarily  in 
the  South  or  West  of  Ireland,  you  can 
take  him  to  Antrim  or  to  Down,  or 
where  you  like.  Every  time  we  bring 
forward  an  argument  something  that 
was  trotted  out  and  discarded  on  a 
former  occasion  is  resorted  to  by  the 
Government.  It  is  impossible  to  get 
from  them  any  real  solid  reason  for  any- 
thing. There  is  evident  truth  in  what 
is  said  by  Conservative  Members  outside 
this  House,  that  they  are  supporting  this 
Bill  neither  by  their  hearts  nor  their 
heads. 

Mb.  chance  :  If  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attomev  General 
for  Ireland  would  read  the  3rd  clause  of 
the  Bill,  he  would  find  that  a  prisoner, 
such  as  he  referred  to,  would  not  have 
the  option  to  which  he  has  alluded.  The 
case  of  an  aggravated  assault  endanger- 
ing life  which  he  used  as  an  example 
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is  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Be- 
sident Magistrates,  be  they  good,  bad,  or 
indifferent;  therefore,  I  do  trust  that 
when  they  use  examples  to  confound  us 
in  our  ignorance,  they  will  show  a  little 
more  knowledge  of  the  Bill  themselves 
than  to  quote  cases  which  could  not 
possibly  come  within  the  clause  at  all. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  67; 
Noes  135:  Majority  68. — (Div.  List, 
No.  192.) 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present;  Committee  counted,  and 
40  M!embors  being  found  present, 

Mr.    mac  NEILL  (Donegal,    8.): 
The  object  of  the  Amendment  I  have 
now  to  propose  is  to  give  Judges  a  dis- 
cretion in  reference    to  those  cases  in 
which  special  jurors  are  to  be  selected. 
We  may  see  the  effect  of  the  Amend- 
ment by  a  glance  at  the  clause.     As  it 
stands,  the  clause  gives   the  Attorney 
General  absolute  power  in  any  case  to 
move  for  a  special  jury.    To  make  such 
an  application  is  his  prerogative.  What 
is  the  benefit,  as  the  matter  now  stands, 
of  iony  appeal  to  the  High  Court  ?    The 
High  Court  have  no  jurisdiction.    The 
Attorney  General,  or,   worse  still,  the 
deputy  of  jthe  Attorney  General,  simply 
moves,  and  the  moment  the  application 
is  made  the  High  Court  must  grant  it 
Is  it  to  be  a  mere  registrar  of  the  A^ 
torney  General  of  the  day  ?    What  is 
the  benefit  of  the  Judges  sitting  on  the 
Bench  if  they  are  to  be  mere  puppets, 
mere   talking  machines?    How  is  the 
application  to  be  made  ?    Is  there  to  be 
the  slightest  publicity  given  ?    Is  there 
to  be  even  the  small  benefit  of  the  light 
of  public  opinion  shed  on  these  transac- 
tions ?  Not  at  all.    The  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  is  now  in  his  place.     He 
knows  thoroughly  well  the  practice  of 
the  Irish  Courts,  and  I  challenge  him  to 
say  whether,  under  this  section,  it  will 
not  be   possible  for  him,   as  Attorney 
General,  to  walk  into  the  study  of  any 
Judge,  any  morning,  and  say — "  X  want 
a  special  jury,  give  me  your  order.'* 
There  need  be  no  appearance  in  Oourt, 
no  notice  to  the  other  side.    There  is 
the  wretched  compensation  that  the  de- 
fendant can  make  such  an  application. 
But  defendants  never  do  make  an  appli- 
cation of  this  description.     Who  is  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  who    is 
entrusted  with  this  enormous  power  ?  I 


1289 


Criminal  Law  {Juke  7,  1887}    Amendment  {Ireland)  Sill.  129(1 


do  not  wish  to  epeak  of  the  present  At- 
torney   General  for  Ireland  ;  I  simply 
speak  of  the  Office.     Sometimes  people 
in  England  make  a  grievous  mistake  in 
supposing  that  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  and  the  Attorney  General  for 
England  have  similar  functions.    As  a 
matter  of  fact,  there  are  no  two  officials 
more  unlike  in  their  dsties  than  the  At- 
torney   General    for  England  and  the 
Attorney    General    for    Ireland.      The 
Attorney  General  for  England,  generally 
speaking,  is  not  a  politician,  but  a  gen- 
tleman who  secures  his  elevation  to  the 
position  by  hard  professional  work,  and 
when  he  enters  the  House  of  Commons, 
he    always    acts  very  fairly  and  good 
humouredly.      But  what  is  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  ?    He  is  the  execu- 
tive agent  of    a  political  Government 
determined    to    act  in  defiance  of  the 
wishes  and  wants  of  the  Irish  people, 
and  yet  he  is  the  man  who  is  to  move 
for  special  juries.     Why,  in  the  name 
of  common  sense,  are  Judges  brought 
into  the  transaction    at    all?    I   have 
never  made  any  attack  upon  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Judicial  Bench,  and  if  I  at- 
tempted to  do  so  I  could  not  make  a 
more  successful  attack  upon  them  than 
is   made    by  the    Government  in  this 
clause,  for  by  this  clause  the  Judges  of 
the  High  Court  in  Ireland  are  made 
mere  puppets.     Now,  do  the  Govern- 
ment intend  the   special  juries  to  be 
bodies  of  men  who  are  determined  to  do 
justice  between  the  Crown  and  the  ac- 
cused ?    Often  the  existence  of  the  Go- 
vernment hangs  upon  a  verdict  of  guilty. 
The  Government  wish  to  give  the  matter 
an  appearance  of  earnestness  before  the 
English    public    by    bringing    in    the 
Judges.    But  the  Judges  are  to  have  no 
discretion  whatever.     I  greatly  regret 
that  the  Attorney  General  for  England 
(Sir    Bichard   Webster)   and    the    ex- 
Attomey    General    for    England    (Sir 
Charles    Bussell)   are  not  present.     I, 
however,  see  in  his  place  a  Member  of 
the  late  Ministry,  a  man  learned  in  legal 
matters,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  East  Wolverhampton  (Mr. 
Henry   H.  Fowler).      I  put  it  to  him 
whether  within  his  knowledge  of  Eng- 
lish jarispmdence  he  knows  of  a  case  in 
which  an  Executive  Officer  of  the  Crown, 
a  political  agent,  a  mere  administrator, 
is  able   to   walk  into  the  study  of   a 
Judge  and  say — "Here,  I  want  a  special 
jury,  give  me  an  order.*'    This  Amend- 


ment of  mine  is  an  exquisite  specimen  of 
drafting.  I  say  so  because  I  did  not 
draft  it.  I  merely  copied  it  from  a  Bill 
with  which  even  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  must  be 
familiar.  The  Bill  from  which  I  took 
these  words  provided  that  in  cases 
where  special  juries  were  summoned 
there  should  be  notice  of  motion  or  a 
summons  to  the  other  side,  that  the  case 
should  be  discussed  in  Court,  that  the 
Judges  should  have  a  discretion  to  grant 
or  to  refuse  the  application,  that  an 
order  for  a  special  jury  should  not  be 
granted  unless  the  High  Court  is  satis- 
tied  that  the  application  for  it  is  not 
made  vexatiously,  and  that  it  is  expedient 
for  the  ends  of  justice  that  the  trial 
should  take  place  before  a  special  jury. 
My  Amendment  is  taken,  as  far  as  cir- 
cumstances permit,  from  the  draft  of  the 
Criminal  Code  which  was  presented  to 
Parliament  by  Sir  John  Holker  on 
behalf  of  the  Tory  Party.  It  is  very 
remarkable  that  the  four  learned 
Judges  who  drafted  this  code  ex- 
pressed the  wish  that  in  every  case 
the  Law  of  Ireland  should  be  assimilated 
to  the  Law  in  England,  and  after  mature 
and  grave  deliberation  in  respect  to  cases 
of  special  juries,  they  adopted  a  section 
in  the  words  of  my  Amendment.  Why 
should  a  different  proposal  to  that  made 
in  1878  be  made  in  1887  ?  Because  the 
exigencies  of  Party  require  a  different 
state  of  things.  The  four  learned  Judges 
who  drew  up  the  Code  said  they  sat  from 
May,  1878,  to  November,  1879,  and  con- 
sidered carefully  and  deliberately  every 
sentence  and  every  clause  of  their  re- 
commendations. There  are  the  names 
of  four  Gentlemen  at  the  back  of  this 
Bill.  There  is  that  of  the  English  At- 
torney General,  of  whom  I  shall  say 
nothing  in  particular;  there  is  that  of 
the  Irish  Attorney  General,  who  will 
administer  the  Bill ;  there  is  that  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  who  loves 
power,  and  who  will,  I  am  sure,  make  a 
thoroughly  effective  use  of  it ;  and  there 
is  that  of  the  Home  Secretary.  These 
Gentlemen  put  their  puny  wisdom 
against  the  experience  of  four  learned 
Judges.  I  beg  to  move  the  Amendment 
which  stands  in  my  name. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  8,  line  11,  to  leave  out  from  **  court  * ' 
to  end  of  clause,  and  insert  **  on  application  of 
either  the  Attorney  General  or  the  defendant  on 
notice  of  motion  or  summons  to  the  other  side, 
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make  an  order  that  the  trial  of  the  defendant 
or  defendants,  if  more  than  one,  shall  be  by 
a  special  jury. 

*'  No  such  order  shall  be  made  unless  the  High 
Court  is  satisfied  that  the  application  for  it 
is  not  made  vexatiously  or  for  delay,  and  that 
it  is  expedient  for  the  ends  of  justice  that  the 
trial  should  take  place  before  a  special  jury. 
The  court  may  in  such  order  postpone  the  trial 
on  such  terms  as  seem  just." — (Mr,  Mac  NeUl.) 

Qaestion  proposed, ''  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.'' 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  The  Amendment  that  has  just 
been  moved  raises  a  narrow,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  an  important  issue.  Similar 
Amendments  stand  in  the  names  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
East  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  Henry  H. 
Fowler)  and  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
South  Hackney  (Sir  Charles  Russell). 
I  only  regret  that  it  has  not  fallen  to  the 
lot  of  either  of  those  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men to  move  this  Amendment,  because 
I  think  they  would  not  have  entirely 
forgotten  the  courtesies  which  ought  to 
exist  between  one  Member  of  the  House 
and  another,  and  would  have  recognized 
Ihat  there  may  be  honourable  men  prac- 
ticing at  the  Irish  Bar.  The  question 
raised  by  the  Amendment  is  whether  a 
special  jury  shall,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, be  obtained  as  a  matter  of  right. 
I  need  hardly  say  that  this  is  a  question 
to  which  the  Government  have  given 
careful  and  mature  consideration,  and 
the  conclusion  they  have  come  to  is  em- 
bodied in  the  Bill.  The  clause  corre- 
sponds in  this  respect  with  a  clause  in 
the  Act  of  1882,  which  introduced  into 
the  Criminal  Law  a  practice  already 
established  in  civil  actions.  In  every 
civil  action  tried  in  this  country,  it  is  the 
right  of  one  or  the  other  party,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  to  apply  for  a  special 
jury.  There  was  a  time  when  it  was  not 
a  matter  of  course,  and  when  an  order 
of  the  Court  was  required ;  but  a  change 
was  made,  and  now  it  is  a  matter  of 
right.  We  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  ought  to  be  a  matter  of  right  in 
criminal  cases.  It  is  asked  why  discre- 
tion is  not  given  to  the  Court  ?  Appli- 
cations for  special  juries  will  very  rarely 
be  made  vexatiously,  and  it  is  a  very  in- 
convenient thing  to  have  the  facts  of  a 
criminal  case  discussed  at  great  length 
on  a  preliminary  motion  of  tihis  kind.  I 
know  sufficient  of  the  practice  in  Ireland 
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to  know  that  there  would  be  a  discussion 
in  behalf  of  the  defence  in  every  single 
case  of  this  kind.  All  the  facts  would 
be  canvassed — a  thing  which  is  to  be 
avoided  if  it  be  possible;  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  (Mr.  Mac  Neill)  re- 
ferred at  some  length  to  the  character  of 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland.  He 
said  he  did  not  sefer  to  me  personally, 
but 


Mb.  mac  neill  :  I  referred  simply 
to  the  character  of  the  Office. 

Mr.  HOLMES:  He  said  the  holder 
of  the  Office  is  a  servant  of  the  Execu- 
tive.   That  I  entirely  deny.    The  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  is  in  the  same 
position  exactly  as  the  Attorney  General 
for  England.     I  have  had  the  honour  of 
knowing  many  men  who  have  held  the 
Office  of  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 
and  I  do  not  know  any  one  of  them  who 
would  take  a  hint  or  order  from  any 
Member    of  the  Executive.     The  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  acts  upon  his 
own  motion — indeed,  I  have  never  known 
a  hint  or  order  given  by  the  Executive 
in    reference  to  the  discharge  of   his 
duties.     Whatever  is  done  by  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  is  done  upon 
his  own  responsibility,  and  upon  his  own 
initiative.    If   he  does  any  wrong  the 
Committee  may  be  sure  it  is  his  own  act, 
and  in  no  way  dictated  by  any  other  Mem- 
ber of  the  Government.     There  is  not  a 
single  member  of  the  leg^l  Profession 
in  Ireland,  who  carries  on  his  work  in  an 
honourable  way,  who  would  accept  the 
Office  of  Attorney  General  subject  to  the 
terms  and  conditions  which  have  been 
specified  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman.   The    simple   reason  why  the 
Attorney  General  is  mentioned  in  this 
clause  is  that  he  is  one  party  to  the 
criminal  litigation.  The  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  stands  in  the  same  posi- 
tion on  one  side  as  the  accused  stands 
on  the  other ;  therefore,  if  an  applica- 
tion is  to  be  made  or  notice  is  to  be 
served,  it  must  be  done  on  the  one  side 
by  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 
and  on  the  other  by  the  defendant.     It 
is  asked  why  we  deviate  from  the  Act 
of  1882.      Well,  the   reason    is    Tery 
simple;    we  think  that,  inasmucsh  the 
service  of  a  notice  would  not  have  the 
same  authentication  as  an  order  of  the 
Court,  and  seeing  that  it  most  be  acted 
on  by  the  Sheriff  and  other  officers, 
it  is  better  to  have  the  order    drawa 
up  by  the   Court.     When  it    la    ob* 
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jected  that  it  is  an  order,  as  of  course, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  such  things 
as  those  are  well  known  in  law.  That 
is  a  small  matter ;  but,  as  reference  has 
beea  made  to  it,  I  thought  it  right  to 
mention  it.  I  will  not  take  up  the  time 
of  the  Committee  by  g^ing  into  this 
matter  further. 

Sib  CHARLES  RUSSELL   (Hack- 
ney,   S.):    I    will  certainly    draw   no 
distinctions  between  considerations  that 
apply  to  the  Office    of   the   Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  and  to  those  that 
would  apply  to  a  similar  Office  in  Eng- 
land,   though,    of    course,    it  is    well 
known    to    hon.    Members    on    both 
sides   of   the    House   that  in  Lreland 
the  Attorney  Oeneral  is  much  closer 
in  connection  with  the  administration 
of  the  Criminal  Law  than  the  Attor- 
ney  Qeneral  is  in    England.     But  I 
should  object  to  this  clause,  as  it  now 
stands,  whether  it  applied  to  the  Attor- 
ney Oeneral  for  Ireland  or  the  Attorney 
Qeneral  for  England,  and  I  will  very 
shortly  state  to  the  Committee  why  I 
should  object  to  it.    It  may,  or  may  not, 
be  a  proper  thing   to  give  to  the  Attor- 
ney Oeneral  for   Ireland  the  right  of 
requiring  on  his  own  ipse  dixit  a  special 
jury.    That  may,  or  may  not,  be  right ; 
but  if  it  be  right  to  give  him  that  power 
I  do  not  see  why  the  Court  is  to  be 
brought  into  the  matter  at  all,  because 
this  clause,  as  it  stands  without  amend- 
ment, requires    the  Court,    not    as    a 
judicial  Act,  not  as  a  matter  upon  which 
their  judgment  and  discretion  are  called 
in  question,  but  to  act  as  a  mere  Mini- 
sterial register  in  judicial  form,  in  such 
manner,   as  the  Attorney  Oeneral,  in 
biB  executive  capacity,  may  be  pleased 
indiridually  to  determine.     Therefore, 
if  it  be  right  that  this  power  should  be 
▼eated  with  the  Attorney  Oeneral  for 
Ireland*  let  it  be  given  to  him  openly, 
and  let  the  precedent  of  the  Act  of  1882 
be  followed,  by  which  no  reference  to 
the  Court  at  all  was  contemplated,  but 
according  to  which  it  was  given  to  the 
Attorney  Oeneral  for  Ireland   to    say 
whether  there  should,  or  should  not,  be 
a  special  jury.    I  am  not  myself  in  the 
least  affected  by  the  precedent  of  the 
Statate    of  1882.    I  will  not  say  more 
than  tliia  in  reference  to  that  Statute. 
I  do  not  agree  that  the  circumstances 
were  at  all  analogous  to  those  of  the 
present  case.    I  do  not  think  that  the 
Btate  <tf  things  which,  it  was  argued, 


justified  the  precedent  of  1882,  in  fact, 
justified  that  precedent,  and  if  it  did, 
that  state  of  things  does  not  now  exist. 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  voting  against 
what  was  done  in  1882,  as  I  should, 
under  similar  circumstances,  vote  against 
it  ag^in.  But  there  is,  besides  that 
difference  that  I  have  suggested,  the 
further  difference,  that  in  1882  it  was 
admittedly  the  temporary  use  of  what 
was  called  a  ''hateful  expedient"  by 
the  Oovernment.  It  was  said  to  be 
an  exceptional  measure,  only  to  be 
justified  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
day,  and  only  to  be  resorted  to  for 
the  time,  under  exceptional  temporary 
circumstances.  But  the  Bill  we  are 
now  dealing  with  it  is  intended  to  in- 
corporate permanently  into  the  general 
law  of  the  land ;  therefore,  it  does  seem 
to  me  more  important  that  we  should 
consider  closely  the  powers  which  are 
given  under  it.  I  say,  therefore,  first, 
that  if  the  power  is  to  be  given  to  the 
Attorney  Oeneral  for  Ireland  it  ought 
to  be  given  to  him  directly,  and  that 
the  Court  ought  not  to  be  made  merely 
a  machine,  so  to  speak,  for  registering, 
in  a  judicial  form,  his  behests.  But  I 
object  to  the  Attorney  Oeneral  for  Ire- 
land having  this  power,  and  I  think  it 
is  of  importance  that  this  should  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Oommit- 
toe  at  once.  The  question  of  the  special 
jury  may  be  most  important.  It  is  very 
significant  that  the  framers  of  this 
Bill  have  used  the  same  language, 
practically,  as  to  each  important  matter 
— namely,  that  they  have  given  power 
to  the  Attorney  Oeneral  for  Ireland,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  declare  whether  the 
venue  should  be  changed,  whether  there 
should  be  a  special  jury,  and  that 
there  should  be  an  order  of  the  Court 
as  of  course.  My  objection,  therefore, 
is  this  that  the  power  ought  not  to  be 
vested  in  the  Attorney  Oeneral  for  Ire- 
land, and  that,  if  there  is  to  be  a  refer- 
ence to  the  Court  at  all,  the  proper  form 
in  which  that  reference  to  the  Court 
should  take  is  this,  that  the  Court  may, 
for  good  cause,  make  the  order  either 
for  a  special  jury  or  to  change  the  venue 
as  it  sees  fit  for  good  reason.  I  think 
the  remarks  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Oentleman  deserve  attention 
because,  though  one  may  not  agree 
with  him,  he  is  at  least  always  clear  in 
what  he  says.  But,  in  this  case,  the 
only  argument  I   heard    him   use  in 
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support  of  the  clause  as  it  stands 
and  against  the  Amendment  was,  that 
the  fact  of  requiring  it  to  be  an 
order  of  the  Court  would  give  it  an 
appearance  of  greater  solemnity.  He 
said  that,  or  words  to  that  effect.  But 
that  does  not  seem  to  me  to  bo  at  all  a 
sufficient  reason.  I  do  not  think  it  is  a 
proper  position  in  which  to  place  any 
person  of  the  judicial  Bench  either  in  Eng- 
land or  in  Ireland — the  position  of  merely 
having  to  register  the  will  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Officer  of  the  daj' — the  Attorney 
Oeneral  for  Ireland,  who  is  a  politiccd 
Member  of  the  Executive  Government. 
I  say  the  reference  ought  to  be  if  it  is  a 
matter  that  requires  the  intervention  of 
the  judicial  authority  at  all,  the  direct 
intervention  of  the  Judge,  who  shall  say 
whether  or  not  the  order  is  one  which 
should  be  made.  I  should  very  much 
have  preferred  if  this  discussion  could 
have  been  taken  on  the  Amendment 
which  stands  on  the  Paper,  in  the  name 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  Henry  Fowler),  or 
on  the  Amendment  which  stands  on 
the  Paper  in  my  own  name;  but  as, 
Sir,  the  way  in  which  you  will  put  this 
Amendment  will  exclude  later  Amend- 
ments to  the  same  effect  from  coming 
on,  I  shall  feel  bound  to  support  the 
proposal  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.)  :  I  ex- 
ceedingly  regret  that  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  should  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  import  into  this  discussion, 
which  was  distinctly  of  an  academic  cha- 
racter, a  very  considerable  amount  of 
heat,  and  that  whilst  he  accused  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  Member  for 
South  Donegal  (Mr.  Mac  Neill)  of  for- 
getting the  courtesy  due  to  men  holding 
judicial  positions,  he  did  not  himself 
think  it  a  breach  of  courtesy  to  express 
regret  that  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
belonged  to  a  profession  of  which  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  himself  is  so  distinguished  an 
ornament.  I  regret  very  much  that  any 
discussion  should  be  carried  on  in  this 
House  in  such  a  manner,  and  I  think 
that  the  last  thing  people  who  live  in 
glass  houses  should  do  is  to  throw 
stones.  I  think  it  would  be  well  for 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  if  they  desired 
to  avoid  the  aspersion  of  being  merely 
Pecksniffs  to  refrain  from  throwing  ac- 
cusations against  hon.   Members  as  to 
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breaches  of  courtesy  in  this  Committee. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
asked  us  why  the  parties  in  these  prose- 
cutions should  not  have  this  right,  and 
he  pointed  out  that  though  the  right 
was  given  to  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  to  have  a  special  jury  if  he  de- 
sired it,  yet  the  balance  of  justice  was 
struck  by  giving  the  defendant  an  equal 
right  to  claim  a  special  jury,  if  he  so  de- 
sired it.    That  argument  is  obviously 
and  transparently  a  fallacy.     He  might, 
with  an  equal  amount  of  reason,  say  this 
to  a  prisoner — ^'It  is  true  I  take  power 
to  hang  you,  but  I  bring  about  a  balance 
of  justice  in  the  case  by   giving  you 
power  to  hang  yourself."  I  am  surprised 
that  a  lawyer  of  the   experience  and 
ability  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  should  use  such  an  argument 
in  this  House.      The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  went  on  to  argue 
with  us  who  say  that  the  Attorney  Oene- 
ral for  Ireland   should  not  have  this 
power,  and  he  seemed  to  speak  of  civil 
cases,  and  of  criminal  cases  alike.     But 
there  is  a  great  distinction  to  be  drawn 
between  these  cases.  Matters  in  dispute 
in  civil  actions  in  Ireland  are,  as  a  rule, 
of  very  small  importance,  only  involving 
a  few  pounds;  and  jurors,  from  whatever 
class    they    are    drawn,   are    perfectly 
capable  of  dealing  with  such  considera- 
tions. Then,  again,  in  cases  of  this  kind« 
the  plaintiff  and   the  defendant  stand 
upon  perfectly  equal   terms,  each  one 
having  to  manage  his  own  case,  oat  ol 
his  own  resources.     They  have  equal 
rights  of   challenge,  and    have    equal 
facilities  for  the  production  of  evidence, 
but  none  of  these  analogies  exist  in  a 
case  where  the  Crown  is  the  proseontcnr. 
The  Crown  with  all  its  powers,  and  with 
all  its  wealth,  and  with  all  the  means, 
creditable  and  discreditable,  by  which  it 
obtains    convictions,  and  with  its  un- 
limited  power  of    requiring^  jurors  to 
stand  aside,  is  in  a  very  different  position 
from  a  party  in  a  civil  action.      It  mui^ 
be  remembered  that  the  Orowa  is  on  the 
side  of  the  Eeeident  Maristrat^  and 
that  you  have  the  Besidem  Magistrates 
taking  one  side,  and,  it  Tt%j  be,  poor 
and  needy  peasantry  standi^  upon  t]he 
other.    I  regret  that  the  ri^t  hon.  and 
learned  GenUeman  has  uotV^  T^axd 
to  the  Indictment  for  OS^^f^   BtU  of 
1879.    He  was  asked  to    gii»  a  reaaoa 
why   the  (Government  lxa.d.  ^^^^^^^^^ 
every  principle  set  forth  in  tU^  memsox^ 
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bat  we  know   that   the   memories    of 
Ministerialists  are  very  short.  They  are 
very  fond  of  talking  about  contiQuity 
of  policy— continuity  of  foreign  policy, 
and  so  forth— and  they    should    have 
given  us  some  reason  why,  in  the  matter 
we  are  now  discussing,  they  have  aban- 
doned  continuity.      They  should  have 
told  lis  why  they  turned  their  backs  upon 
the  Bill  of  1879.    The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Oentleman,  if  he  had  referred  to 
that  Act,  would  have  found  that  under 
one  of  the  Sections  the  Oourt  might  be 
asked  to  interfere  and  decide  whether 
special  juries  should  be  had,  or  should 
not  be  had,  and  was  entitled  to  refuse 
special  juries  unless  it  saw  that  it  was 
expedient  for  the  ends  of  justice  that  they 
should  be  empannelled.    It  is  a  strange 
thing   that   the   Executive   should  be 
afraid  of  giving,  in  this  Bill,  similar 
powers  to  those  contained  in  the  mea- 
sure to  which  I  refer.   We  heard,  about 
half-an-hour  ago,  a  long  disquisition,  in 
which  the  Law  Officer  proceeded  to  show 
that  in  cases  of  felony  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  get  a  trial  if  the  jury  were 
struck  under  the  old  system ;  that  if  a 
trial  were  taken  to  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench,  and  the  prisoner  charged  with 
felony  chose  to  exercise   his  right   of 
challenge,  he  would  be  able  to  defeat 
the  ends  of  justice.  I  did  not  think  that 
ailment  a  sound  and  true  one,  and  I 
referred  to  the  section  of  the  Act  under 
which  such  a  state  of  things  was  said  to 
be  possible,  and  I  found  that  the  law 
did  not  bear  the  construction  which  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Oentleman  placed 
upon  it.  But,  apart  from  those  technical 
questions,  there  is  a  larger  and  deeper 
question  involved.    The  case  of  the  Go- 
Temment,  in  introducing  this  Bill,  is 
that  law  and  order  is   at  a  discount 
in   Ireland,  that  no  confidence  in  the 
law  exists,  and  that  law  does  not  pro- 
tect those  who  appeal  to  its  protection. 
Bat  I  maintain  that  the  Clause,  as  it 
stands,  would  act  directly  against  that 
view*  it  would  destroy  confidence  in  the 
Jaw,  and  render  the  law  still  less  power- 
ful to  protect  those  who  appeal  to  it. 
That  is  perfectly  obvious.    For  the  first 
time  in  Criminal  Law  it  is  proposed  to 
make  the  Judges  the  merest  Ministerial 
Officers  of  the  Executive  Government  in 
ihorongh  mockery  of  their  judicial  func* 
turns.     It  is  proposed  to  compel  them  to 
^  do  thai  which  the  Attorney  General  for 
^Ireland  thinks  it  right  that  they  should 
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do.  I  have  always  understood  that  a 
Judge  is  a  person  who  should  sit  in  a 
Court,  having  jurisdiction  to  decide  ac- 
cording to  his  conscience,  and  according 
to  the  law,  and  to  administer  justice  im- 
partially between  one  side  and  the  other. 
Though  that  distinction  may  apply  to 
future  trials  where  the  prosecutor  is  not 
the  Crown,  yet  I  would  point  out  that  it  is 
proposed  by  this  clause  that  where  the 
Crown  puts  forth  its  power  to  obtain  a 
conviction  against  an  unfortunate  pea- 
sant, the  Judge  should  no  longer  be  in- 
dependent, but  should  be  degraded  into 
acting  as  a  mere  tool  of  the  Executiye 
Government.  ^Ve  have  had  allusion  to 
the  Act  of  1 882.  Eight  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  are  so  fond  of  appealing  to  those 
Acts,  however,  are  not  willing  to  agree 
with  the  section  of  that  Act  at  all ;  be- 
cause, in  the  4th  section  of  that  Act,  I 
find  that  by  notice  served  upon  either 
party,  a  special  jury  shall  be  had,  and 
no  application  to  the  Court  is  necessary. 
I  hope  we  shall  be  troubled  no  more  by 
incorrect  applications  of  an  Act  the 
principle  of  which  the  Tory  Party  18 
months  ago  abandoned  once  and  for 
ever.  I  hope  we  may  have  some  clear 
explanation  from  Her  Majesty's  GK>vern- 
ment  as  to  why,  in  dealing  with  this 
Bill  for  the  first  time,  they  depart  from 
the  principles  of  a  measure  which  a 
Committee  of  Tory  Members  brought 
forward,  and  which  was  revised  by  a 
Committee  of  Judges,  most  of  whom 
were  Tories,  and  which  was  amended 
under  the  patronage  of  the  Tory  Govern* 
ment.  I  should  like  to  know  what  bene- 
fit the  Government  expect  to  obtain  from 
the  degradation  of  judicial  offices  in  Ire- 
land, at  a  time  when  they  say  that  law 
and  order  is  weak,  and  requires  to  be 
strengthened  in  that  country.  I  must 
say  it  seenxs  to  me  that  theirs  is  a  very 
peculiar  way  of  strengthening  law  and 
order ;  and  I  must  say  I  trust  that  we 
shall  have  ^ome  more  moderate  and  rea- 
sonable defence  made  for  the  Bill  as  it 
stands  than  that  which  we  have  heard 
from  the  Tory  Law  Officer,  who  gets 
£9,000  a-year,  and  governs  the  whole  o£ 
the  judicial  machinery  in  Ireland. 

Me.  HENEY  H.  fowler  (Wol- 
verhampton,  E.) :  I  assume  that  orders 
for  special  juries,  which  have  been  re- 
ferred to,  are  obtained  in  the  Court  in 
some  way  or  other  ? 

Mr.  holmes  :  I  think  that  in  Ire- 
land they  are  moved  for  in  Oourt,  and 
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not  in  chambers ;  but  tbe  application  is 
of  a  formal  character. 

Mb.  henry  H.  fowler  :  The 
Committee  having  accepted  the  principle 
that  there  should  be  special  juries  when 
circumstances  seem  to  require  it  in  the 
classes  of  cases  in  Ireland  which  have 
been  referred  to,  the  point  is  whether 
special  juries  should  be  granted  as  a 
matter  of  course  on  the  application  of 
either  the  Attorney  (General  for  Ireland 
who  represents  the  prosecution,  or  of  the 
counsel  for  the  defendant  who  is  to  be 
put  on  his  trial ;  or  whether  the  grant- 
ing of  the  special  jury  should  be  a  dis- 
tinct act  of  judicial  discretion  on  the 
part  of  the  Court.  That  appears  to  be 
the  real  issue ;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I 
desire  to  enforce  the  view  that  this 
granting  of  the  special  jury  should  be  a 
matter  of  judicial  discretion,  and  not  a 
matter  of  course.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  Oeneral 
for  Ireland  raised  two  arguments,  both 
of  which  are  weighty.  His  first  was  this 
— he  said — "You  are  entitled  in  civil 
procedure  to  a  special  jury  as  a  matter 
of  course,  and  why  should  you  not  in 
criminal  matters  or  questions  of  as  great 
importance  have  the  same  right  ?  "  The 
answer  to  that  is,  that  the  essence  of 
criminal  procedure  is  that  a  man  shall 
be  tried  by  his  peers — by  people  in  his 
own  rank  of  life,  who  may  be  assumed 
to  have  sympathy  with  the  circumstances, 
and  with  the  facts  that  surround  the 
offence  with  which  he  is  charged — ^I  do 
not  mean  to  say  sympathy  with  the 
offence,  but  sympathy  with  the  circum- 
stances surrounding  the  parties.  I  think 
that  is  a  sufficient  distinction  as  between 
a  civil  and  a  criminal  action.  A  civil 
action  in  this  country  is,  as  a  rule, 
merely  a  matter  of  money ;  but  the  as- 
sumption in  the  Criminal  Law  in  this 
country  is  that  criminal  charges  are  of 
a  much  graver  nature,  and,  as  affecting  | 
individuals  in  their  ordinary  capacity  as  I 
members  of  the  communityi  they  should 
be  tried  by  their  peers.  I  must  say  that ! 
the  other  objection  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Oentleman  seemed  to  have 
a  little  more  force  in  it-— namely,  that 
there  is  a  danger  of  all  the  facts  of  the 
case  being  brought  out  preliminary. 
Would  that  be  so?  Under  Palmer's 
Act  I  never  knew  any  practical  incon- 
venience to  arise  from  the  statements  of 
the  facts  coming  before  the  Court,  and 
for  the  reason  that  the  application  for 
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the  Court  would  be,  not  on  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  case,  but  as  to  whe- 
ther there  would  be  a  probability  of  an 
ordinary  jury  discharging  its  duty  with- 
out fear  or  favour ;  and  in  considering 
a  point  of  that  sort  the  influence  which 
the  prosecution  would  have  on  the  one 
side  might  be  considered  no  more  than 
the  influence  the  prisoner  might  have 
upon  the  jury  on  the  other  hand.     No 
doubt,  the  Government  have  fuUy  con- 
sidered this  matter,  and  there  is  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  the  majority  of  tiiis 
Committee  will  vote  according  to  the 
view  of  the  Gt)vemment.    But  so  far  as 
the  Act  of  1882  goes,  I,  like  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  late  Attorney 
General  (Sir  Charles  Russell),  shall  not 
be  bound  by  that  Act.    I  fought  many 
a  battle  against  that  measure ;  I  resisted 
many  of  its  clauses,  just  as  I  an  resist- 
ing Uiis  Bill  to-day.    I  dislike  that  Act; 
the  Gt)vernment  professes  to  be  guided 
by  it  in  some  respects,  but  they  are  now 
departing  from  it.    They  are  introducing 
another  plan  because  they  say  it  is  a 
better  one.  I  must  say  I  think  that  their 
mode  is  an  improvement  on  that  of  1882. 
The  question  is,  if  there  is  a  probability 
that  there  cannot  be  a  fair  ttxel  before 
a  common  jury,  that  question  should 
not  be  settled  by  either  of  the  litigants 
— either  by  the  Crown,  on  the  one  hand, 
or  by  the  prisoner,  on  the  other,  the 
matter  should  be  considered  and  dedded 
by  the  Court.     If   a  special   jury    ia 
awarded,  it  should  be  awarded  by  the 
Court,  for,  under  those  circumstances, 
the  verdict  would  be  more  likely  to  be 
acceptable  than  would  the  decision  under 
the  circumstances  proposed.    I  do  not 
think  the  Crown  would  act  vexatioosly ; 
but  I  think  that  both  sides  would  try  to 
get  a  jury  that  they  would  consider  con* 
sonant  with  justice. 

Thb  attorney  general    (Sir 
RiOHABD  Webstbb)  (Islo  of  Wight): 
It  seems  to  me  that  my  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  has  made  a  -very 
clear  and  simple  statement  of  the  \kw^  and 
that  he  expresses  a  firm  and  candid  opi- 
nion that  those  who  hold  the  Oflioe  of 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  should  not 
be  hampered  or  influenced  in  pi&rsaing 
their  course  of  public  conduet  bj^ 
such  motives  as  are  sui 
who  move  these  Amei 
admit  the  very 
question,  and 
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it  to  whiol)  the  rii^Iit   hoo.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  East  WolTeThamptou 
(Ur.  Henry  H.   FowUr)   has  directed 
attention.     But  I  may  aay,   after  con- 
udering  thia  matter  very  carefully,  tbat 
there  aro  serious  objections  to  having, 
&a  has  been  sufj^gested,    a  preliminary 
discoBsion    in    Court    for    the    purpose 
of  deciding  whether  or  not  there  should 
be  a  speoial   juij.     Now,   the  ques- 
tion of  tne  remoTal  of  defondants  under 
a  change  of  venue  is  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent matt«T  from  this.     The  former 
Act  only  applies  to  cases  of  changes  of 
venue,  and  it  has  nothing  whatever  to 
do  in  this  regard.    The  Ctovemmeat 
have  considered  that  in   dealing  with 
the  olaaa  of  faots  which  would  be  likely 
to  give  rise  to  the  necessity  on  one  side 
or  the  other  for  an  application   for  a 
special  jury  it  is  very  undesirable  that 
tbere  should  be  a  preliminary  trial  or 
inquiry,  which  must,  to   a    very  large 
extent,  involve  both  parties  in  a  dis- 
closure of  their  case  and  the  facts  upon 
which  they  rely    in  suoh  a  way  as  to 
indicate  the  merits.    But  what  are  the 
facts  ?    The  application  is  to  be  made 
either  on  the  responsibility  of  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  of  the  day, 
who  is   presumed  to   do  bis  duty  im- 
partially, and  who   is  thoroughly  con- 
versant with  the  facts  of  the  case,  or 
it  is  to  be  made  on  the  responsibility 
of  the  advisers  of  the  defendants,  who 
also  are  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
pwtinent  facts.     This  is  fair  to  both 
sides.     And  then  one  word  more  with 
regard    to    the    suggestion    that    the 
Courts  are   in   some  sort   of   indirect 
manner  affected  adversely  by  the  pro- 
posal   in   this  clause.    So  far  as  the 
assertion  that  the  dignity  of  the  Court 
would    be  endangered  is  concerned,  I 
say    that    the    Qovernment    has    put 
forward  their  proposal  simply  because 
they  think   that  it  is  exceedingly  de- 
■irablQ  that  a  matter  of  this  character 
shoDld   be  done  formally  by  the  orders 
of  the  Court,  and  should  not  be  done 
^J  giving  notice  on  the  responsibility 
of  one  side  or  of  the  otiier.     When  the 
matter  has  been   done  in  that  formal 
way  it  would  be  regarded   as  an  im- 
portant step,  and  one   that  would  not 
Se  taken  hastily  and  without  oonaidera- 
Tlie  Government  oettainly  consider 
I  equal  lisht  of  aDolvine  la 
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public  interests  that  there  should  be  a 
preliminary  inquiry  or  discussion.  That 
being  so,  the  Qovernment  are  unable 
to  accept  this  Amendment,  because  it 
would  remove  the  responsibility  from 
the  shoulders  of  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  in  Office,  and  it  would  de- 
prive the  defendant  of  rights  which  he 
has  under  the  clause  as  it  now  stands. 
For  these  reasons  it  is  impossible  for 
the  Government  to  accept  tne  Amend- 
ment. 

Sib  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &G.) :  I  am  not  myself  an  admirer 
of  the  jury  system  when  it  is  perverted 
from  its  proper  purpose.  However,  I 
am  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  jury 
system  is  a  good  system  when  the  de- 
fendant is  tried  by  his  peers  without 
fear  or  prejudice;  and  I  mean  by  peers 
those  who  are  pretty '  much  on  a  level 
as  regards  social  position  and  the  like 
with  the  accused.  It  is  quite  clear  to 
me  that  a  jury  composed  exclusively 
of  special  jurors  is  not  a  fitting  tribu* 
nal  for  the  trial  of  prisoners  coming 
from  a  class  to  whioh  such  jurors  do 
not  themselves  belong.  These  juries 
are  bodies  in  which  inhere  very  great 
social  responsibility,  if  they  fairly  dis- 
pense justice  between  man  and  man. 
But,  of  all  tribunals,  the  packed  jury  is 
undoubtedly  the  worst,  and  I  think 
the  Government  should  take  some  care 
against  the  institution  and  nurture  of 
Buch  a  groaa  abuse.  Yet  it  aeema  to 
me  that  the  Bill  of  the  Government  ia 
aimed  against   the  jury  aystem  in  its 

'iginal  and  proper  sense  of  trial  by 
peers.  It  was  said  that  the  object  of 
the  Amendment  was  to  insure  that 
justice  would  be  done ;  but  if  you  have 
packed  juries 

TsE  CHAIBUAN:  I  am  afraid  the 
hon.  Member  (Sir  George  Campbell)  is 
discussing  three  Amendments  at  once. 
The  question  ia  whether  the  speoial 
'ury  is  to  be  obtained  as  a  matter  of  right 
ly  either  prosecutor  or  defendant,  or 
whether  the  matter  is  to  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Court. 

Sib  GEOBQE  CAMPBELL:  I  think 

that  the  remark  I  waa  making  just  now 

would  have  applied  eapeoialty  to  this 

question  of  special  junea,  because  it 

does  seem  to  me  that  if  you  have  a 

jury  devoid  of  the  sense  of  social  re- 

loonsibilitT  as  oeers   of  the  accused, 

ill  be  done. 

Lnd  the  like, 
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I  myself  believe  that  that  might  be  a 
benefit  to  a  man  in  a  high  station  of 
life,  but  certainly  not,  in  many  cases,  to 
the  poor.  For  these  reasons  I  support 
the  Amendment,  and  I  hope  the  Oo- 
vernment  will  see  their  way  to  so  modify 
the  clause  as  will  prevent  the  adoption 
to  pernicious  purposes  of  the  special 
jury  system. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  do  not 
think,  Sir,  that  the  Attorney  General 
(Sir  Itichard  Webster)  can  have  even 
himself  accepted  seriously  the  line  of 
argument  which  he  pursued.     For  my 

Sart,  I  cannot  understand  why  it  is  that 
[inisters  of  the  Crown  persist  in  mak- 
ing statements  and  weaving  arguments 
which  have  no  tendency  to  clear  up  the 
matters  in  discussion  or  to  answer  the 
objections  which  have  been  made  from 
this  side  of  the  House  in  regard  to  these 
Amendments.  It  is  a  very  hard,  it  is 
a  very  difficult  matter  indeed,  for  us  to 
take  as  a  really  serious  argument  the 
assertion  of  the  Government  that  they 
considered  they  were  doing  equal  justice 
all  round  in  this  matter,  because  they 
gave  the  same  right  to  the  defendant 
which  was  given  to  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland.  Does  the  Attorney 
General  (Sir  Bichard  Webster)  suppose 
or  pretend  that  any  person  in  Ireland  of 
our  way  of  thinking  is  going  to  apply 
for  a  special  jury  ?  He  must  surely  see 
the  absurdity  and  the  preposterous  cha- 
racter of  such  an  idea.  But  then,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  members  of  the 
Orange  Party  can  apply  for  a  special 
jury,  and  this  provision  is  for  the  benefit 
of  Orangemen,  and  expressly  left  in  in 
order  that  the  Orangemen  may  apply 
for  such  a  jury  as  in  their  case  will 
greatly  lessen  the  risk  of  conviction. 
Bight  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  must 
know  that  this  right  given  to  the  de- 
fendant, which  the  Government  pat 
forward  as  a  justification  for  the  method 
of  this  clause,  is  absolutely  no  right 
whatever,  and  I  say  that  it  is  a  perfect 
mockery  to  talk  about  the  same  right 
being  extended  to  the  prisoner  as  is 
extended  to  the  prosecutor.  Now,  let 
us  take  an  illustration.  We  have  an 
Amendment  in  the  name  of  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  North 
Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy),  which  we 
intend,  if  necessary,  to  press  to  a  Divi- 
sion, expressly  omitting  the  words  ''or 
defendant,''  and  seeking  to  deprive  the 
defendant  of  the  so-caUed  right  which 
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the  Government  propose  to  give  the 
defendant,    simply,  because   we  know 
quite  well  that  it  is  absurd  to  suppose 
for  a  single  moment  that  any  one  of  the 
same  way  of   thinking    as    the  Irish 
Members  would    apply  for    a   special 
jury.    If  it  wore  necessary  for  me  to 
bring  home  conviction  in  such  a  matter 
as  this,  the  absurdity  of  which  must  be 
obviously  evident  to   all  fair  thinking 
men,  if  it  were  necessary  for  me  to  take 
an  illustration  of  the  empty  pretence  of 
this  proposal  to  give  a  pretended  right 
to  the  defendant,  I  have  only  to  ask  the 
Committee  to  turn  to  Clause  4,  where  it 
will  be  found  that  the  Government  put 
forward,  as  a  benefit  to  the  defendant, 
to  get  a  change  of  venue,  and  yet  no 
such  provision  is  made,  although  in  this 
case  a  power  of  the  sort  proposed  would 
be  a  benefit  to  a  defendant.  In  Clause  3 
persons  are  entitled  to  apply  for  a  special 
jury,  which,  unless  they  happen  to  be 
Orangemen,  will  inevitably  convict  them. 
In  Clause  4,  where  it  is  urgently  needed, 
no  such  right  is  pretended  to  be  given 
to  the  persons  affected  at  all.     I  ask 
the    Government,   is    there    any  force 
whatever  in  the  argument  put  forward 
by  the  Attorney  General  (Sir  Bichard 
Webster),  that  equal  rights  were  g^ven 
to  the  defendant  and  to  the  prosecution. 
It  is  perfectly  evident  to  anyone  who 
understands  the  dodges  of   the    Law 
Officers  that  the  Government  are  very 
determined  to  have  what  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes),  in  an 
unguarded  moment,  called  an  **  effective 
trial."   The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman did  not  say  a  fair  trial — he  dropped 
the  mask ;  and  the  object  of  the  clause 
he  made  clear  was  to  secure  a  course  of 
conviction /tf«  or  nefas.    If  there  is  an. 
honest  Judge  amongst  the  very  few  such, 
who  adorn  the  Irish  Bench — [**  Order ! "] 
— I  ask  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  why, 
if  they  consider  the  Irish  Judges  honest, 
they  will  not  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of 
those  Judges  in  the  administration  of 
this  affair  ?    It  is  hon.  Members  on  the 
other  side  who  distrust  or  suspect  the 
Irish  Judges,    because   they  will   not 
allow  to  the  discretion  of  those  Judges 
the  decision  whether  the  venue  should 
be  changed.     What  the  Govemment 
want  is  that  every  power  shall  be  in 
the  manipulation  of  the  Executive  in 
Ireland,  in  order  that  everything^  may 
be  safe  and  secure  againirt  their  pri- 
soners. 
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Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: 
Noes  106:  Majority  109.- 
No.  193.) 


-Ayes  215; 
(Div.  List, 


Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  move,  Sir,  that  the  clause  should 
be  amended  by  omitting  the  words  ''  or 
a  defendant.''    These  words  would  give 
the  defendant  a  right  to  have  a  special 
jury  which  would  convict  all  defendants 
but  Orangemen ;    and  in  order  to  get 
rid  at  once  of  all  the  pretence  of  fair 
play  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  I 
move  the  omission  of  these  words.  Some- 
thing similar  to  this  clause  was  moved 
in  the  Act  of  1881-2,  but  we  did  not 
then  understand  the  purport  of  it.  How- 
ever, within  the  last  few  years  we  have 
gained  considerable  experience  and  of 
such  a  character  as  makes  us  very  chary 
about  the  benefits  which  the  Government 
offer  to  their  opponents.   I  call  this  por- 
tion of  the  clause,  myself,  the  unnatural 
offences    portion.    When    Mr.   Samuel 
Walker,  as  a  Member  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment and  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland,  defended  certain  political  defen- 
dants, a  bitter  attack  was  made  upon 
him  by  the  class  who  would  benefit  by 
the  special  juries.     This  unnatural  por- 
tion of  the  clause  was  the  shelter  of 
Cornwall  and  the  other  scandalous  crea- 
tures, who  committed  acts  more  loath- 
some than  the  beasts  of  the  field,  and 
yet  these  persons  were    defended    by 
eminent  Tory  gentlemen,  some  of  whom 
are  now  on  the  Judicial  Bench,   and 
some  of  whom  now  sit  on  the  Treasury 
Bench  in  this  House.     Unnatural  crea- 
tures are  the  only  persons  in  Ireland 
who  would  agree  with  this  provision 
puffed  forward  under  the  guise  of  fair 
plaj.    It  is  no  harm  in  Ireland,  it  is  no 
dishonour  to  the  Bar,  or  to  anyone  else,  to 
defend  these  people.  It  is  dishonourable 
to  defend  murderers,  or  people  accused 
of  conspiracy,  but  to  defend  unnatural 
offbnders  is  one  of  the  great  privileges 
of  the  Bar  in  that  count^,  although  we 
know  that  these  blackguards  are  in- 
famons  wretches  that  the  tongue  shrinks 
from  describing  in  adequate  language. 
The   right  hon.  Gentleman   the    First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  is  looking  very 
Tirtaoas  at  this  moment.     No  doubt,  he 
is  g^reatlj  shooked  by  what  I  am  saying ; 
but  I  am  determined  to  tell  the  truth 
whether  it  annoys  anybody  or  not.    The 
more  tbo  tratb  annoys  hon.  Gentlemen 
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opposite,  the  better  I  am  pleased.  All 
I  have  to  say  is  that  this  clause  is  for 
the  Freemason,  Orange,  and  unnatural 
offenders  class.  I  say  it  is  to  be  passed 
in  the  interests  of  this  gang.  The  Free* 
mason  gang  in  Dublin,  and  the  Orange 
gang  in  Dublin,  have  availed  them- 
selves of  it,  and  the  unnatural  offenders 
have  availed  themselves  of  it,  and  have 
secured  joyful  acquittal.  I  remember 
that  the  foreman  of  the  special  jury  who 
tried  the  case  of  Fernandez,  stated  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  trial,  when  an  ac- 
quittal had  been  secured,  that  the  pri- 
soner left  the  dock  without  a  stain  on 
his  character.  All  these  men  were  the 
heroes  of  the  special  jurors  in  Dublin, 
and  this  will  give  the  Committee  some 
idea  of  who  the  individuals  are  whom 
the  Crown  looks  upon  as  worthy  of  being 
appealed  to  on  special  juries.  I  suppose 
it  was  the  Crown  who  advised  that  these 
men  should  be  put  on  the  special  juries. 
So  far  as  the  pretence  is  concerned,  that 
this  clause  is  designed  in  the  interests 
of  justice  and  in  the  interest  of 
liberty,  we  spurn  it,  and  spit  upon  it, 
and  say  it  is  well  worthy  of  the  source 
from  whence  it  comes — for  the  Orange- 
men, as  I  say,  availed  themselves  of  it, 
the  men  who  murdered  Philip  McGuire 
availed  themselves  of  it,  for  it  enables 
them  to  put  men  into  the  box  who  sym- 
pathize with  their  actions.  It  enables 
these  people  to  put  men  into  the  box 
whom  they  have  no  necessity  to  chal- 
lenge. I  remember  in  one  of  these  cases, 
when  a  man  was  challenged,  the  Judge 
took  up  an  attitude,  which  I  should 
think  was  adopted  for  the  first  time  by 
one  in  his  position,  for  he  said — 

**  Who  are  you  challenging  here  P  You  are 
challenging  Mr.  Mackintosh,  the  mosioseller ; 
why  are  you  challenging  him  P  '* 

Mr.  Mackintosh,  I  may  observe,  has  since 
become  a  bankrupt;  therefore  he  was 
probably  a  very  proper  man  to  have 
upon  a  special  jury.  I  would  ask  the 
Government  why  they  did  not  procure 
the  conviction  of  the  murderer  of  Philip 
McGuire,  whose  head  was  smashed  in 
with  a  stone  in  Monaghan  for  having 
voted  for  me  ?  "  Oh ! "  said  one  of 
these  eminent  gentlemen,  ''Philip 
McGuire  had  a  thin  skull.*'  It  was 
not  a  murder  at  all,  because  the  man's 
skull  was  unusually  thin.  It  is  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that,  so  far  as  we 
are  concerned,  you  are  moving  this  pro- 
vision in  the  Bill  in  the  interests  of  this 
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class  of  persons  to  whom  I  refer,  just  as 
you  have  inserted  in  the  measure  a 
saying  provision  in  regard  to  unlawful 
associations,  in  order  to  prevent  Orange 
societies  from  being  proclaimed  when 
the  Liberal  Party  comes  into  Office ;  for 
we  know  that,  although  you  have  given 
Parliament  a  veto  in  this  matter,  the 
House  of  Lords  will  undo  whatever  may 
be  done  in  this  Assembly.  To  say  that 
you  insert  this  provision  in  the  Bill  in 
order  that  people  who  hold  popular 
opinions  may  obtain  the  protection  of 
special  juries,  is  simply  to  talk  bosh  and 
nonsense,  and  no  one  knows  that  better 
than  the  authors  of  this  beautiful  pro- 
vision. I  say  this  provision  is  a  fraud. 
If  the  foul  scoundrels  whom  rain  was 
sent  from  Heaven  to  destroy  are  to  be 

Protected  in  a  special  manner,  let  it  be 
one  on  the  fiat  of  the  Attorney  General 
forLreland;  do  not  let  it  be  done  by 
this  Bill.  If  the  Orange  murderers  are 
to  go  scot-free,  let  it  be  done  by  the  fiat 
of  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
himself  shrinks  from  the  responsibility 
of  conniving  at  the  escape  of  these 
scoundrels.  He  wishes  them  to  find 
the  opportunity  for  themselves,  well 
knowing  that  they  will  succeed  in  doing 
BO— well  knowing  that  they  will  seek  in 
the  jury-box  the  protection  of  men  whom, 
the  moment  you  see  them  there,  you  know 
perfectly  well  the  kind  of  verdict  they  will 
give.  We  can  tell,  the  moment  we  see 
these  special  jurors  in  the  box,  what  they 
will  do.  We  can  scent  out  their  verdicts, 
just  as  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
thinks  he  can  scent  out  the  verdicts 
common  jurors  will  give  in  the  case  of 
Nationalist  prisoners.  I  say  that  this 
system  of  providing  defence  for  these 
wretched  and  abominable  offenders  is 
devised  for  the  sake  of  saving  the  Irish 
Attorney  General.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  (Gentleman  does  not  wish  to  take 
upon  himself  the  loathsome  task.  It 
would  give  those  in  Dublin  Castle  the 
credit  of  complicity — of  conniving  at 
these  offences.  Some  people  place 
murder  in  one  category,  and  would 
place  these  abominable  offences  to 
which  I  have  adverted  in  another.  For 
my  own  part,  as  I  have  said  before,  I 
would  rather  stand  in  the  dock  with  a 
Joe  Brady  than  be  acquitted  from  the 
dock  with  Cornwall  and  Fernandez.  I 
would  rather  be  convicted  of  murder 
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than  have  had  part  or  lot  in  the  crimes 
committed  by  Cornwall,  your  official,  by 
Fernandez,  your  military  gentleman,  or 
by  French,  your  detective  director.  It 
is  to  be  remembered  that  these  were 
your  own  officials,  the  men  of  whose 
skill  you  boasted,  the  men  who  have 
been  in  your  employ  for  20  or  30  years. 
We  remember  that  French  wrote  a  letter 
from  prison  saying  that  he  had  worked 
a  ease  so  close  up  to  the  wind  that  he 
had  won  the  approval  of  Her  Majesty's 
chief  Crown  Officials.  I  say  you  may 
denounce  murderers  in  Ireland,  but  we 
have  our  opinion  of  the  gentlemen  who 
catch  the  murderers.  For  my  part,  I 
hold  that  the  men  who  entrap  the 
murderers  are  more  loathsome  and  oon* 
temptible  and  desperate  than  the  mur- 
derers themselves.  I  beg  Sir»  to  move 
the  Amendment  which  stands  ia  my 
name. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
12,  leave  out  **  or  a  defendant.'' — {Mr. 
T.  II.  Bealy.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause," 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork): 
We,  Sir,  are  now  entering  upon  a  new 
phase  of  the  Government  tactics,  when. 
we  find  that  they  do  not  even  rise  to 
defend  the  provisions  of  their  own  BilL 

An  hon.  Member  :  Certainly  not. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALT :  I  ask,  is 
this  a  reasonable  proceeding  on  the  part 
of  right  hon.  and  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site ?    The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman has  previously  stated  that  this 
provision  is  to  enable  us  to  have  equality. 
Tes,  Sir,  the  sort  of  equality  involved 
in  the  maxim,  '^  Heads  I  win,  tails  you 
lose."  Heads  I  win,  if  the  Crown  appesds 
to  a   special  jury  for   the  trial  of  a 
Nationalist.  Tails  you  lose,  if  a  priaon^^ 
applies  for  a  ^>ecial  jury  on  his  own 
behalf.    The  Nationalist  will  be  oon« 
vioted  by  a  special  jury;  the  Orangemen 
will  get  off.  That  is  the  sort  of  equcdity 
that  this  particular  provision  is  intend^ed 
to  bring  about.    I  maintain  that   this 
clause  has  two  designs — first,  to  convict 
Nationalists;  and,   second,  to    get     off 
Orangemen   who   assault  and  mixrder 
Nationalists.    That  is  the  objeot  of  dua 
clause,  and  I,  for  one,  protest  not  merely- 
against  the  form  of  the  clause,     bat 
against  the  pretence  that  it  ia  adopted 
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for  the  defence  of  public  liberty  in  Ire- 
land.   I  can  well  understand  that,  at 
any  rate,  the  Irish  portion  of  the  officials 
on  the  Front  Benches  opposite  have  some 
hesitation  in  rising  to  defend  this  clause. 
They  cannot  attempt  to  deny  one  of  the 
facts  that  have  been  set  forth  in  support 
of  the  Amendment.     They  cannot  at- 
tempt to  deny  that    almost  the  only 
occasion  on  which  this  provision  was 
made  use  of  under  the  Crimes  Act  was 
when  it  was  used  by  criminals  of  the 
kidney  of  French  and  Cornwall.   These 
gentlemen   made  use  of  this  provision 
in  order  to  put  into  the  jury-box  to  try 
them,  men  of  the  special  jury  class  of 
the  Oity  of  Dublin,   their  own  friends 
and  sympathizers,  who  of  course,  did 
the  work  which  it  was  intended  they 
should  do,  and  sent  the  prisoners  out 
free  "  without  a  stain  upon  their  cha- 
racter.'*   Now  it  may  be  fairly  urged, 
as  it  has  been  urged  to-night,  that  when 
you  have  a  special  jury  set  in  motion  on 
the^a^  of  a  great  public  official  like  the 
Attorney  Qeneral  for  Ireland,  you  have 
some  guarantee  that  the  arrangement 
will  not  be  abased ;  but  what  guarantee 
have  you  in  this  case,  where  the  special 
jury  is  set  in  motion,  not  on  the  fiat  of 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  not 
with  the  sanction  of  any  Court — because 
the  Court  is  a  mere  marionette  in  the 
matter,  which  must  grant.the  order  that 
is  asked  for — not  with  the  sanction  or 
on  the  fiat  of  any  official  whatsoever, 
but  Bitnply  at  the  request  of  the  criminal 
himself,  who  may  desire  to  be  tried  by 
his  pals  of  the  special  jury  class  ?    I  do 
protest  against  the  clause  in  its  present 
form,  and  I  particularly  protest  against 
the  silence  of  the  Treasury  Bench,  who 
have  not  attempted  to  rise  to  defend  this 
most  iniquitous  provision. 

Mb.    chance  (KUkenny  8):    We 
have  arrived  at  a  new  stage  of  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  Bill,  when  the  Treasury 
Bench,  and  those  behind  who  call  them- 
selves a  party  of  English  Gentlemen, 
sit  silent  when  an  Amendment  of  this 
kind  is   moved  and  supported  by  such 
arguments  as  those  we  have  heard,  and 
they  are,  X  presume,  prepared  by  their 
votes  to  g^ve  protection  in  the  special 
way  proposed  to  a  class  of  criminals 
whose  character  I  will  not  venture  to 
describe.       We   have  disposed  of  that 
part  of  tbe  clause  by  which  the  Judges 
of  the  Court  are  to  be  made  mere  eze- 
cutive  officers  to  carry  out  the  will  of  the 


Government  and  of  Dublin  Castle,  and 
now  we  have  arrived  at  the  further  stage 
when  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  as  it  is 
called  in  Ireland,  has,  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  men  such  as  have  been  described 
— ^men  who  have  taken  part  in  the  go- 
vernment of  Ireland,  and  there  may  be 
such  men  existing  still — to  act  as  pro- 
tectors and  abettors  of  these  people  in 
enabling  them  to  escape  from  justice. 
I  think  that  no  Government  could  pos- 
sibly be  in  a  more  degraded  and  horrible 
position.  We  see  these  men.  Members 
of  the  Government  sitting  on  the  Bench 
opposite,  absolutely  dumb,  asking  the 
Committee  to  afiPord  protection  to  a  class 
of  criminals  who  would  be  scouted  out 
of  any  country  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
laying  any  sort  of  claim  to  a  sentiment  of 
Christianity. 

Mr.  JOHN  MOELEY  (Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne) :  Will  not  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  say  what  there  is  to 
be  said  in  reply  to  the  contention  of 
hon.  Members  who  have  supported  this 
Amendment  ?  I,  myself,  am  not  at  all 
sure  that,  from  his  own  point  of  view,  a 
perfectly  satisfactory  answer  cannot  be 
given,  and  I  think  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee will  be  saved  if  it  were  given 
now. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manches- 
ter, E.) :  I  think  if  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  heard  the  speech  in  which 
this  Amendment  was  moved  by  the  hon. 
Member  opposite,  which  I  cannot  believe 
he  did 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY :  I  did. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Then  he  can- 
not be  surprised  at  no  reply  being 
made  by  the  Government. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster):  I  claim  to  move,  ''That 
the  Question  be  now  put.'' 

Question  put  accordingly,  ''That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  229; 
Noes  98:  Majority  131.  —  (Div.  List, 
No.  194.) 

AYES. 

Addison,  J.  E.  W.  Baden-Powell,  G.  S. 

Agg- (Gardner,  J.  T.  Bap^gallay,  E. 

Ambrose,  W.  Baird,  J.  G.  A. 

Anstruther,  Colonel  E.  Balfour,  rt.  hon.  A.  J. 

H.  L.  Balfour,  Q.  W. 

Ashmead-BarUett,  E.  Bany,  A.  H.  Smith* 

[Thirtemth  Night] 
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Bartley,  G.  C.  T. 
Barttelot,  Sir  W.  B. 
Bates,  Sir  £. 
Baumann,  A.  A. 
Beach,  W.  W.  B. 
Beadel,  W.  J. 
Beaumont,  H.  F. 
Bentinck,  rt.  hn.  G.  C. 
Bentinck,  Lord  H.  C. 
Bentinck,  W.  G.  0. 
Beresford,  Lord  C.  W. 

De  la  Peer 
Bethell,  Commander  G. 

R. 
Biddulph,  M. 
Bigwood,  J. 
Birkbeck,  Sir  E. 
Biundell,  Col.  H.  B..H. 
Bond,  G.  U. 
Bonsor,  H.  C.  0. 
Boord,  T.  W. 
Bristowe,  T.  L. 
Brodrick,  hon.  W.  St. 

J.F. 
Brookfiold,  A.  M. 
Burghlev,  Lord 
Caine,  W".  S. 
Caldwell,  J. 
Campbell,  R.  F.  F. 
Chamberlain,  R. 
Charrington,  S. 
Clarke,  Sir  E.  Q. 
Coddington,  W. 
CoghiU,  D.  H. 
Commerell,  AdmL  Sir 

J.E. 
Compton,  F 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R. 
Corbett,  A.  C. 
Cotton,  Capt.  E.  T.  D. 
Cranbome,  Viscoant 
Crossley,  Sir  S.  B. 
Crossman,  G^n .  Sir  W. 
Cabitt,  ri^ht  hon.  G. 
Carrie,  SirD. 
Carzon,  hon.  G.  K. 
Dalrymple,  C.   • 
Davenport,  H.  T. 
Davenport,  W.  B. 
De  Cobain,  E.  S.  W. 
De  Lisle,  E.  J.  L.  M.  P. 
De  Worms.  Baron  H. 
Dickson,  Major  A.  G. 
Dimsdale,  Baron  R. 
Dixon,  G. 
Donkin,  R.  S. 
Doncombe,  A. 
Dyke,  right  hon.  Sir 

W.H. 
Ebrington,  Viscount 
Egerton,  hon.  A.  J.  F. 
Egerton,  hon.  A.  de  T. 
Elliot,  hon.  H.  F.  H. 
EUiot,  G.  W. 
Elian,  C.  I. 
Feilden,    Lieut. -Gen. 

R.  J. 
Fergusson,  right  hon. 

Sir  J. 
Field,  Admiral  E. 
Fiolden,  T. 
Finch,  G.  H. 
I^noh-Hatton,    hon. 

H.  E.  G. 


Fitzgerald,  R.  U.  P. 
Fitz-Wygram,  General 

Sir  F.  W. 
Fletcher,  Sir  H. 
Folkestone,  right  hon. 

Viscount 
Forwood,  A.  B. 
Fowler,  Sir  R.  N. 
Eraser,  General  C.  C. 
Fulton,  J.  F. 
Gathome-Hardy,  hon.. 

A.  E. 
Gedge,  S. 
Gent-Davis,  R. 
Gibson,  J.  G. 
Giles,  A. 
GUliat,  J.  S. 
Godson,  A.  F. 
Goldsmid,  Sir  J. 
Golds  worthy,    Hajor- 

General  W.  T. 
Gorst,  Sir  J.  E. 
Goschen,  rt.  hon.  G.  J. 
Gray,  C.  W. 
Grimston,  Viscount 
Gunter,  Colonel  R. 
Gurdon,  R.  T. 
HaU,  C. 
Halsey,  T.  F. 
Hambro,  Col.  C.  J.  T. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C.  J. 
Hamley,  Gen.  Sir  £.  B. 
Hankey,  F.  A. 
Hardcastle,  E. 
Hardcastle,  F. 
Ha velock  -  Allan,   Sir 

H.  M. 
Heath,  A.  R. 
Heathcote.  Capt.  J.  H. 

Edwards- 
Heaton,  J.  H. 
Heneage,  right  hon.  E. 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Hill,  right  hon.  Lord 

A.  W. 
Hilli  Colonel  E.  S. 
HUl,  A.  S. 
Hobhouse,  H. 
Holland,   rt.  hon.  Sir 

H.T. 
Holmes,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Hornby,  W.  H. 
Howard,  J. 
Howorth,  H.  H. 
Hozier,  J.  H.  C. 
Hubbard,  E. 
Hunt,  F.  S. 
Isaacs,  L.  H. 
Isaacson,  F.  W. 
Jackson,  W.  L. 
Jarvis,  A.  W. 
Kelly,  J.  R. 
Kennawav,  Sir  J.  H. 
Kerans,  F.  H. 
Kimber,  H. 
King  -  Harman,   right 

hon.  Colonel  £.  R. 
Knatchbull-Hugessen, 

H  T 
Knightiey,  Sir  R. 
Knowles,  L, 
Lafone,  A. 
Lambert,  C. 
Lawrance,  J.  C.  ^ 


Lawrence,  Sir  J.  J.  T. 
Lees,  £. 
Legh,  T.  W. 
Lewis,  Sir  C.  E. 
Lewisham,  right  hon. 

Viscount 
Llewelljm,  E.  H. 
Long,  W.  H. 
Low,  M. 

Lowther,  hon.  W. 
Lowther,  J.  W. 
Macartney,  W.  G.  E. 
Macdonald,  right  hon. 

J.  H.  A. 
Mackintosh,  C.  F. 
Maclean,  J.  M. 
Maclure,  J.  W. 
M*Calmont,  Captain  J. 
Malcolm,  Col.  J.  \V. 
Mallock,  R. 
Marriott,     right  hon. 

W.T. 
Biaskel3m6,  M.  H.  K. 

Story- 
Matthews,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Maxwell,  Sir  H.  £. 
Mayne,  Admiral  R.  C. 
Mills,  hon.  C.  W. 
MUviiin,  T. 
Morgan,  hon.  F. 
Morrison,  W. 
Mount,  W.  G. 
]\Iowbray,  rt.  hon.  Sir 

J.  R. 
MulhoUand,  H.  L. 
Muntz,  P.  A. 
Murdoch,  C.  T. 
Newark,  Viscount 
Noble,  W. 
N  orris,  E.  S. 
Northcote,  hon.  H.  S. 
Norton,  R. 
Paget,  Sir  R.  H. 
Parker,  C.  S. 
Pelly,  Sir  L. 
Plunket,    right    hon. 

D.  R. 
Plunkett,  hon.  J.  W. 
Pomfret,  W.  P. 
Powell,  F.  S. 


Puleston,  J.  H. 
Quilter,  W-  C. 
Raikes,  rt.  hon.  H.  C. 
Rankin,  J. 
Rasch,  Major  F.  C. 
Reed,H.  B. 
Ridle^r,  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  rt.  hon.  C.  T. 
Roberteon,  W.  T. 
Robinson,  B. 
Ross,  A.  H. 
Selwin  -  Ibbetson,  it 

hon.  Sir  H.  J. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W. 
Sidebottom,  T.  H. 
Sinclair,  W.  P. 
Smith,  rt  hon.  W.  H. 
Smith,  A. 
Spencer,  J.  E. 
Stanhope,  rt.  hon.  £. 
Stanley,  E.  J. 
Sykes,  C. 
Talbot,  J.  G. 
TapUng,  T.  K. 
Taylor,  F. 
Temple,  Sir  R. 
Tomlinson,  W.  B.  M. 
TowQsend,  F. 
Trotter,  H.  J. 
Verdin,  R. 
Vernon,  hon.  G.R. 
Vincent,  C.  E.  H. 
Watson,  J. 
Webster,  Sir  R.  E. 
Webster,  R.  G. 
White,  J.  B. 
Whitley,  E. 
Whitmore,  C.  A. 
Wilson,  Sir  S. 
Wodehouse,  £.  R. 
Wolmer,  Viscount 
Wood,  N. 

Wortley,  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wroughton,  P. 
Young,  C.  £.  B. 

TBLLSaS, 

Douglas,  A.  Akers- 
Wabond,Col.  W.H. 


NOES. 


Abraham,  W.  (Glam.) 
Abraham,  W.  (Lime- 
rick, W.) 
Acluid,  A.  H.  D. 
Acland,  C.  T.  D. 
Allison,  R.  A. 
Atherley- Jones,  L. 
Blane,  A. 
Broadhurst,  H. 
Buxton,  S.  C. 
Byrne,  G.  M. 
Cameron,  C. 
Cameron,  J.  M. 
Campbell,  Sir  G. 
Campbell,  H. 
Carew,  J.  L. 
Chance,  P.  A. 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 
Cobb,  H.  P. 
Connolly,  L. 
Conway,  M. 


Conybeare,  O.  A.  V. 
Cremer,  W.  R. 
Crossley,  E. 
Dillon,  J. 
Dillwyn,  L.  L. 
Ellis,  J.  E. 
Ellis,  T.  E. 
Evelyn,  W.  J. 
Evarshed,  S. 
Ferguson,R.  CMunro- 
Finucane,  J. 
Foley,  P.  J. 
Fox,  Dr.  J.  F. 
Fuller,  G.  P. 
Gill,  T.  P. 
Gladstone,  H.  J. 
Haldane,  R.  B. 
Harrington.  B2. 
Hayden,  L.  P. 
Hayne,  C.  SonU.. 
ileal7,M, 
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Healy,  T.  M. 
Hooper,  J. 
Hoyle,  I. 
Hunter,  W.  A. 
Jacoby,  J.  A. 
Kenny,  C.  S. 
Lalor,  R. 
Lawaon,  Sir  W. 
Lawaon,  H.  L.  W. 


O'Doherty,  J.  E. 
O'Hanlon,  T. 
Pickersgill,  E.  H. 
Picton,  J.  A. 
Pinkerton,  J. 
Plowden,  Sir  W.  C. 
Power,  P.  J. 
Power,  R. 
Prieatley,  B. 


Lefevre,  right  hon.  G.  Provand,  A.  D. 

J.  8.  Pyne,  J.  D. 

Lewis,  T.  P.  Roberta,  J. 

I^eil,  L.  Rowlands,  J. 

3]!»cdonald,  W.  A.  Rowntree,  J. 

MacNeill,  J.  G.  S.  Russell,  E.  R. 

M* Arthur,  A.  Schwaun,  C.  E. 

M'Arthur,  W.  A.  Sheehan,  J.  D. 

M'Cartan,  M.  Shirley,  W.  S. 

M*Carthy,  J.  Stuart,  J. 

Maaon,  S.  Sullivan,  D. 

Holloy,  B.  O.  Summers,  W. 

Morgan,  O.  V.  Tanner,  C.  K. 

Horley,  rt.  hon.  J.  Tuite,  J. 

NeviUe,  R.  Waddy,  &  D. 

Nolan,  Colonel  J.  P.  Wallace,  R. 

Nolan.  J.  Wardle,  H. 

O'Brien,  J.  F.  X.  Wayman,  T. 
O'Brien,  P. 

O'Connor,  A.  tellbrs. 

O'Connor,  J.  (Tippry.)  Bigger,  J.  G. 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  Sheil,  E. 

Question  put,  '*  That  the  words  '  or  a 
defendant '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 


-Ayes  228; 
(Div.  List, 


The  Committee  divided: 
Noes  94  :  Majority  134.- 
No.l95.) 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  now  claim  to 
move  ^*  That  this  Clause  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

The  chairman  :  There  remain  on 
the  Paper  several  Amendments  to  the 
words  of  the  clause,  and  several  Provi- 
soes to  be  added  to  the  clause.    Some  of 
these  have  been  decided  by  the  Divisions 
already  taken,  and,  therefore,  will  not 
come  on  for  discussion.     None  of  the 
remaining  Amendments  to  the  words  of 
the  clause  are  of  sufficient  importance  to 
demand  discussion ;  but  out  of  the  Pro- 
visoes, as  far  as  I  can  ascertain  on  the 
very  abort  examination  1  have  been  able 
to  make,  there  remain  two,  or  perhaps 
three,  questions  that  might  require  some 
debate,    although   it  is  possible  there 
may  be  no  doubt  as  to  what  the  result 
will  be.       Amendment  No.   44,  which 
gives  to  the  defendant  power  to  elect  to 
be  tried  by  a  single  Judge  instead  of  by 
a  special  jury,  is  one  which,  perhaps, 
might  bear  discussion,  although  it  can- 
not be  conceived  that  such  a  power  would 
be  thrown  on  a  Judge.     The  other  Pro- 
visoee  to  wMch  I  have  referred  are  48 
and  52,   dealing  with  the  question  of 

VOL.    OCOXV.      fXHIBD    SEIUES.] 


challenges.  I  think,  before  the  Question 
is  put,  **  That  the  Clause  stand  part  of  the 
Bill, ' '  some  opportunity  should  be  allowed 
for  the  discussion  of  these  proposals. 

SiE  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy,  &c.) :  I  think  I  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  moving  the  Amendment 
which  stands  in  my  name.  I  have  al- 
ready, on  a  previous  Amendment,  ex- 
pressed my  opinio Q  that  a  jury  composed 
exclusively  of  special  jurors  is  not  a 
fitting  tribunal  for  the  trial  of  prisoners 
coming  from  a  class  to  which  such  jurors 
do  not  belong.  After  your  expression  of 
opinion,  therefore,  Mr.  Courtney,  I  shall 
be  very  brief,  and  will  simply  express  a 
hope  that  the  Government  will  accept 
this  Amendment,  which  is  based  upon 
the  prevalent  practice  in  Scotland. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
14,  leave  out  *'  special  jury,"  and  insert 
**  jury  of  which  one -third  shall  be  special 
jurymen." — (Sir  George  Campbell,) 

Question  proposed,  -'  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

SibWILLIAMHARCOURT  (Derby) : 
After  the  expression  of  opinion  by  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  (Mr. 
Courtney)  I  think  we  ought  to  act  upon 
it.  The  Amendment  proposed  by  my 
hon.  Friend  behind  me  (Sir  George 
Campbell)  is  one  which  might  on  other 
occasions  lead  to  a  discussion  of  a  useful 
character ;  but,  as  we  object  entirely  to 
this  Bill,  it  is  not  expedient  to  attempt 
to  amend  it  with  a  view  to  reforming  the 
whole  of  the  jury  system.  I  hope  my 
hon.  Friend  will  not  press  his  Amend- 
ment to  a  Division. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  I  have 
no  wish  to  press  the  Amendment  to  a 
Division ;  I  am  content  to  leave  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee. 

The  chairman  :  Is  it  the  pleasure 
of  the  Committee  that  the  Amendment 
be  withdrawn  ? 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  No ;  I 
do  not  wish  to  withdraw  it,  but  to  leave 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
After  your  expression  of  opinion  Mr. 
Courtney,  I  will  not  move  Amendment 
No.  36  which  stands  in  my  name.  In 
regard  to  Amendment  No.  44, 1  am  sorry 
it  should  have  drawn  an  expression  of 
opinion  from  you ;  but  I  must  say  that 
I  think  it  only  reasonable  if  a  prisoner 
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regards  his  jury  with  disfavour  that  he 
should  have  the  option  of  heing  tried  by 
one  Judge.  There  is  no  Judge  so  bad 
but  you  can  put  points  to  him  in  the  full 
assurance  that  they  will,  at  any  rate,  re- 
ceive consideration ;  but  in  the  case  of  a 
jury  composed  of  12  Orangemen  the  cir- 
cumstances are  very  different.  There  is 
nothing  so  disheartening  as  attempting 
to  put  points  to  such  a  jury.  It  is  like 
talking  to  the  Treasury  Bench.  You 
cannot  got  them  to  reply  to  you  except 
by  means  of  the  cloture.  I  simply  pro- 
pose that,  if  the  prisoner  elects  not  to  be 
tried  by  the  jury  which  has  been  em- 
pannelled,  he  shall  have  the  option  of 
throwing  on  the  Judge  the  duty  of  trying 
him.  You  cannot  say  that  Judges  as  a 
class  are  liable  to  intimidation.  There 
is  a  precedent  for  my  Amendment  in  the 
last  Grimes  Act,  one  of  the  provisions  of 
which  was  to  the  effect  that  three 
Judges  should  act  without  the  option  of 
a  jury,  and  without  any  intervention 
from  the  prisoner  himself.  It  is  an 
entire  misnomer  to  call  this  body  a  jury  ; 
you  ought  to  call  it  a  trap- door  or  some- 
thing of  that  kind.  It  is  not  a  jury ;  it 
is  12  Orangemen.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  submit  that  the  prisoner  ought 
to  have  the  option  of  trial  by  one  man 
of  intelligence.  The  Judges  are,  at  all 
events,  paid  to  be  intelligent,  while  the 
jurymen  are  not.  Indeed,  in  the  majority 
of  oases,  the  jury  are  brought  forward 
and  selected  as  partizans ;  and  yet  after 
a  prisoner  has  been  convicted  by  them 
you  will  have  the  supporters  of  the  Go- 
vernment going  round  and  saying  that 
he  has  been  convicted  after  due  processes 
of  the  law,  and  is,  therefore,  proved  to 
be  guilty.  Nobody  in  Ireland  will  be- 
lieve that  prisoners  convicted  before 
such  tribunals  are  guilty.  If  the  pri- 
soner says,  ''I  ask  to  be  tried  by  the 
Judge,"  then  he  will  have  been  tried  by 
his  own  tribunal.  I  do  not  assert  that 
a  prisoner  in  Ireland  would  often  adopt 
this  mode  of  procedure ;  for,  as  a  rule, 
the  Judges  are  distrusted.  But  we  be- 
lieve that  there  are  some  fair  Judges  in 
Ireland.  For  instance,  there  is  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes). 
He  is  most  unfair  in  this  House,  but  I 
would  much  rather  be  tried  by  him 
than  by  several  of  the  present  occupants 
of  the  Irish  Judicial  Bench.  We  shall 
doubtless  be  met  by  the  argument  that 
the  responsibility  ought  not  to  be  put 

Mr,  T.  M.  ff$aly 


on  the  Judge,  and  that,  if  that  was  so, 
the  Judge  must  resign  and  sacrifice  an 
income  of  £J?,500  a-year.  Well,  let  the 
Judges  resign.  There  are  plenty  of 
men  at  the  junior  bar  who  would  throw 
themselves  into  the  breach.  At  any 
rate,  there  will  be  no  lack  of  Judges  to 
carry  out  this  Amendment,  which,  in  my 
judgment,  is  one  that  ought  to  be  passed. 
The  prisoner  ought  to  have  some  alter- 
native presented  to  him,  instead  of  that 
of  being  tried  by  an  Orange  tribunal 
which  might  be  composed  of  12  agents 
or  12  landlords. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  3,  line  14,  after  "jury,"  insert, — 
"  Provided,  that  if  such  special  jury  shall  have 
been  empannelled,  the  defendant  may  elect  not 
to  be  tried  by  such  jury,  and  the  trial  shall  pro- 
ceed then  and  there  before  the  Judge  sitting  to 
try  the  case,  whose  finding  shall  be  as  effectual, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  would  have  been 
the  finding  of  the  jury  before  which  the  prisoner 
elected  cot  to  be  tried/'->(irr.  T.  M,  Bealy,) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
yersity) :  The  hon.  and  learned  (Gentle- 
man must  see  that  the  result  of  the 
Amendment  would  be  entirely  to  undo 
the  procedure  in  respect  of  special  juries. 
Instead  of  giving  the  prosecution  the 
power  of  having  a  special  jury,  it  would 
enable  the  accused  person  to  say  that 
the  case  should  not  be  tried  by  a  special 
jury  at  all,  but  by  the  Judge  without  a 
jury.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  if  this 
Amendment  were  passed  Judges  would 
not  do  their  duty,  or  that  under  certain 
circumstances  it  would  not  be  an  ad- 
vantage to  have  a  criminal  case  tried  by 
Judges;  but  I  can  hardly  imagine  a 
more  extraordinary  proposal  than  the 
one  we  have  got  here.  In  the  first  place, 
the  accused  person  is  to  see  the  jury 
empannelled 

Mb.    T.    M.  HEALY:  That  ia    the 
whole  point. 

Mb.  holmes  :  And  then,  as  a  last 
resort,  to  say  that  he  will  be  tried  by  the 
Judge  without  the  jury.  We  have  dis- 
cussed this  particular  clause  upon  the 
question  of  special  juries  the  entire 
evening,  and  this  Amendment  seems  to 
me  to  be  far  from  the  spirit  of  what  we 
have  already  done,  and  cannot  be  ac- 
cepted. 

Mb.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr)  :  In 
the  course  of  the  evening  one  of   the 
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main  argumente  on  the  Treasury  Bench 
has  been  that  the  object  of  the  clause  is 
that  a  fair  trial  may  be  obtained,  and  the 
Attorney  General  is  given  the  power 
under  the  clause  to  apply  for  a  special 
jury  in  lieu  of  an  orainary  jury.    The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  seems  to  think  it  eztraordi- 
naiy  that  if  the  accused  person  sees  a 
jury  empannelled  which  he  believes  is 
not  likely  to  give  him  a  fair  trial  he 
should  then  ask  for  what,  in  his  opinion, 
would  be  fair ;  and,  for  this  reason,  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  thinks 
the  Amendment  an  extraordinary  one. 
The    right  hon.   Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) 
ibis  evening  drew  an  analogy  between 
certain  oases  in  the  Oivil  Courts   and 
those  under  this  Criminal  Bill ;  but  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
must  know  that  in  civil  actions,  if  you 
do  not  apply  for  a  jury,  you  are  tried  by 
a  single  Judge — ^you  have  to  apply  for  a 
jury  to  get  one.    Therefore,  we  have  it 
there  are  oases  tried  in   this  country 
where  you  may  be  tried   by  a  Judge 
without  a  jury,  and  these  are  cases  iden- 
tical with  those  to  be  tried  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill.  I  cannot  see  why 
the  Amendment  is  extraordinary,  or  one 
on  which  there  should  be  any  surprise. 
The  Gt)vemment  desires  that  the  Attor- 
ney   General    should   have   power    to 
change  the  proceedings   in  Ireland  to 
obtain  a  fair  trial.    The  Attorney  Gene- 
ral is  able  to  see  the  panel  of  the  com- 
mon jury  before  making  his  selection  of 
the  special  jury ;  and  why,    after   the 
aoonsed  has  seen  the  special  jury,  whom 
be  believes  to  be  a  jury  not  likely  to  give 
him,  a  fair  trial,  is  there  anything  extra- 
ordinary, or  to  be  surprised  at,  that  the 
aocosed  in  that  case  should  ask  for  a 
trial  which  would  be,  in  the  words  of  the 
Bill  "  more  fair  ?  "      That  which  is  de- 
manded in  this  Amendment  is  that  which 
exists  in  this  country  in  all  civil  actions. 
Mb.   chance    (Kilkenny,    S.) :    I 
think  it  would  be  gross  blasphemy  to 
alter  the  old  form  of  trial  by  which  a 
man  called  to  plead  put  himself  on  God 
and.  the  country,  and  that  a  prisoner 
should  be  called  upon  to  place  himself 
in   those  words  before  a  special  jury. 
I  think  it  is  only  fair  and  reasonable  that 
an   Irish  peasant  should  be  entitled  to 
appeal  from  12  landlords  or  half-pay  cap- 
tainSy  their  religious  and  political  enemies. 
ThiB,   alonOy  is  sufficient  to  recommend 


the  Amendment.  But  we  have  another 
reason.  In  the  Act  of  1882,  that  has 
been  so  often  quoted,  it  was  enacted  that 
a  number  of  crimes  specified  in  the  Act 
should  be  tried  before  a  tribunal  of  three 
Judges  selected  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 
This  is  a  very  strong  case  in  favour 
of  the  Amendment,  because,  under  this 
Amendment,  a  prisoner  would  elect  of  his 
own  accord  to  go  to  the  Judge.  I  would 
rather  be  tried  by  the  devil  himself  out 
of  hell  than  by  a  jury  of  12  landlords. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  Gentleman  must  pay  more  at- 
tention to  the  decencies  of  debate. 

Mr.  chance  :  I  am  quite  ready  to 
withdraw  the  expression  ;  but  I  merely 
expressed  my  opinion  that  no  tribunal 
is  so  utterly  vile,  unjust,  and  corrupt  as 
a  jury  of  12  Irish  landlords.  If  that  is 
irregular  I  regret  it,  for  the  sake  of  the 
Kules  of  this  House. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  am  not 
surprised  the  right  hon.   and    learned 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  should  re- 
fuse the  Amendment,    nor  am  I  sur- 
prised at  the  reason.    We  listened  at  an 
earlier  period  of  the  debate  to  a  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  for  England  (Sir  Bichard  Web- 
ster) that  the  Government  wanted  to 
give  equal  rights  to  the  prisoner  and  the 
prosecutor ;  and,  if  that  is  so,  surely  we 
are    met    with    arguments    without    a 
shadow  or  a  shade  of  ground  for  them. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned    Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  said  it  would  be 
unheard  of  and  unusual  that  the  prisoner 
should  have  the  right,  after  seeing  the 
jury  empannelled,  to  appeal  from  that 
jury  to  a  Judge.  But  it  is  not  customary 
in  this  country  to  take  away  the  chance 
of  a  prisoner  by  bringing  him  from  his 
own  country  and  placing  him  for  trial 
before    a  class   of    men    inflamed    by 
political  passions  and  then  packing  a 
decidedly    hostile   jury.    Therefore,   if 
our  proposition  is  unusual,  surely  it  is 
much  less  strained  and  unusual  than  the 
proposition  of  the  Government  in  this 
Bill  ?    But  what  had  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  to 
say  in  answer  to  our  statement  ?    Does 
he  mean  to  say  it  is  a  dangerous  prefer- 
ence to  give  to  an  Irish  prisoner  to  leave 
his  case  in  the  hands  of  an  Irish  Judge  ? 
Does  he  not  know  that  nothing  but  the 
dire  experience  we  have  had  of  the  un- 
scrupulous character  of  packing  juries 
would  have  induced  us  to  propose  the 
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Amendment  at  all?  Do  the  Govern- 
ment adhere  to  the  proposition  that 
vhen  a  prisoner  considers  his  case  so 
desperate,  and  sees  the  jury  box  occu- 
pied by  men  who,  as  I  might  say,  are 
thirsting  for  his  blood,  they  would 
deny  to  the  unfortunate  wretch  the  right 
of  appealing  from  the  jury  to  the 
hands  of  a  Judge  rather  than  trust  to  a 
jury  whose  verdict  is  a  foregone  conclu- 
sion ?  And,  talking  of  this,  I  am  not 
trusting  to  my  own  judgment,  for  what 
did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  say  in  a  previous 
debate  upon  this  matter  ?  He  said  in 
an  unguarded  moment — I  recollect  his 
statement — 

'^  It  is  very  difficalt  at  present,  in  the  political 
temper  in  which  Ireland  is,  to  empannel  a 
jury  that  would  give  a  fair  verdict,  so  high  is 
political  passion.' ' 

But  that  is  equally  true  on  both  sides 
of  the  case.  What  he  admittted  was, 
that  political  passion  ran  so  high  on  both 
sides  that  no  matter  what  side  you  took 
the  jury  from  the  verdict  was  a  foregone 
conclusion ;  and,  that  being  his  conten- 
tion, you  deny  the  right  to  the  prisoner  of 
appealing  to  the  Judge.  I  say  in  this 
as  in  many  other  discussions  in  regard 
to  which  complaint  is  made  of  prolonga- 
tion, that  they  are  prolonged  because 
we  are  not  met  fairly ;  we  are  denied  the 
concession  we  ask ;  but  no  argument  is 
brought  forward  why  it  should  be  denied 
UB.  The  right  hon.  and  learned  At- 
torney General  did  not  give  a  single 
reason  for  denying  it,  and  we  are  met 
simply  with  flat  denial. 

Me.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  It 
is  very  hard  to  please  the  Treasury 
Bench  in  drawing  up  Amendments. 
Sometimes  we  venture  to  pass  strictures 
upon  the  occupants  of  the  Judicial 
Bench,  and  we  are  then  met  with  re- 
bukes ;  but  when  we  draw  up  an  Amend- 
ment that  would  enable  a  prisoner  in 
certain  cases  when  put  upon  his  trial  to 
elect  to  be  tried  by  a  member  of  the 
Judicial  Bench  in  Ireland  we  are  told 
that  the  Judicial  Bench  is  not  considered 
good  enough  to  perform  such  a  duty. 
What  we  claim  is  this — that  when  a 
prisoner  saw  the  jury  box  packed  with 
12  persons  whom  he  knew  would  con- 
vict him,  he  should  have  the  right 
of  saying — **I  will  not  be  tried  by  a 
gentleman  on  the  jury ;  I  will  be  tried  by 
the  Judge  who  is  sitting  before  me, 
and  in  whom  I  have  more  confidence 

Mr.  Dtllgn 


than  in  the  12  gentlemen  on  the  jury." 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  seemed  to  imagine  there  was 
something  unheard  of  and  extraordinary 
in  the  notion  that  a  prisoner  should 
have  that  right ;  but  I  cannot  see  any- 
thing extraordinary  at  all  in  it.  What 
are  the  facts  ?  Why  do  the  Govern- 
ment tell  us  that  they  have  no  confidence 
in  the  existing  tribunal  ?  Because,  they 
say,  the  common  jurors  in  Ireland 
either  sympathize  with  the  class  of  crime, 
or  are  intimidated  from  bringing  in  just 
and  impartial  verdicts.  No  charge  of 
that  kind  can  be  made  against  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Judicial  Bench  ;  and,  it  can- 
not be  alleged  that  the  Government 
have  no  confidence  in  the  members  of 
the  Judicial  Bench  ;  and,  that  being  so, 
I  ask  what  good  reason  can  be  given 
for  denying  the  prisoner  this  small  privi- 
lege of  appealing,  as  I  may  call  it,  from 
a  jury  formed  of  12  of  his  enemies  to  a 
member  of  the  Irish  Judicial  Bench  ?  I 
cannot  see  anything  so  extraordinary  in 
the  proposal.  We  have  already  had  a 
precedent  in  English  legislation  for 
handing  over  trials  of  this  kind,  not 
to  one  Judge,  but  to  three ;  and,  that 
being  so,  I  do  not  think  this  Amend- 
ment is  open  to  the  charge  that  is  made 
in  respect  of  it.  It  really  seems,  no 
matter  what  is  the  character  of  the 
Amendment,  if  it  is  proposed  from  this 
quarter  of  the  House  the  Government 
are  determined  to  oppose  it,  and  to  take 
a  negative  attitude,  no  matter  how  rea« 
sonable  it  may  be. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — ^Ayes  101 ; 
Noes  227 :  Majority  126.— (Div.  last, 
No,  196.) 

Me.  a.    H.    D.    ACLAND    (York, 
W.E.,  Rotherham) :  I  was  glad  to  hear 
your  ruling  a  short    time    ago,    Mr. 
Courtney,  because  had  it  not  been  for 
such  ruling  the  important  question  of 
what  is   sometimes  called  jury  pack- 
ing could  not  have  been  raised  now; 
indeed,  it  could  not  have  been  raised 
during  the  discussion  on  any  part    of 
this  Bill.     This  is  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
Criminal  Law,  and  it  is,  also,  a    fiHl 
which  is  to  be  of  a  permanent  oharacH^er. 
It  surely  would  be    almost  a   scandal 
that  a  point  of  this  kind  should  not  be 
subjected  to  at  least  a  brief  discnaaion. 
This  Amendment  seems  to  me  to    be 
speciaUy  important  because  you  have  ^ 
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limited  class  of  jurors  in  any  case,  and 
it  would  be  a  very  small  concession  to 
make  that  the  Crown  and  the  accused 
person  should  stand  on  a  level  in  the 
matter  of  challenge.     Now,   the  com- 
parison  of    England    has    often    been 
made,   but   everybody  knows  that  the 
practice  of  making  jurors  stand  aside  in 
England  is  on  a  totally  different  footing 
altogether  from  what  it  is  in  Ireland. 
Even  the  Qovernment  organs  in  Ireland 
have  said  that  trial  by  jury  for  political 
or  ^ua«f-political   offences   is  a  sort  of 
make-believe  and  pretence,   and   often 
jurors  have  petitioned  in  favour  of  an 
amendment  of    the  law.       We  know 
that  after  a  recent  case  at  Sligo  the 
non-Catholic  jurors  petitioned  in  favour 
of  an  amendment  of  the  law,  declar- 
ing   that    the  present  state  of  things 
tends  to  promote  social  discord.      The 
real    point    is    that,    considering    the 
limited  number    of  jurors  which   the 
Government  have  to  deal  with  in  this 
case,  they  might  reasonably  make  an 
exception.     Probably,  as  the  qualifica- 
tion is  so  high,  it  would  be  but  few  who 
would  be  affected  in  this  particular  way, 
but  still  it  would    be  worth  while  to 
modify  the  law  in  the  way  I  suggest. 
We  have  been  told  that  the  object  of 
this  clause  is  to  secure  a  fair  trial,  and 
we  may  simply  ask  the  Government,  do 
they  intend  to  remove,  as  they  may  by 
this  small  concession,  what  is  a  scandal, 
and  what  has  been  a  scandal  for  years 
in  Ireland,  besides  being  a  cause  of  con- 
Btact  irritation;    will  they  grant  this 
small  concession  in  favour  of  the  poorer 
class  of  the  Irish  people  who  may  be 
prosecuted  under  this  Act,  and  whose 
interests 'they  are  constantly  telling  us 
they  desire  to  serve  ?    I  beg  to  move  the 
Amendment  which  stands  in  my  name. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  3,  line  14,  after  "jury,"  add,  *'  Pro- 
rided  always,  that  upon  the  trial  of  any  person 
iroder  this  section,  the  Crown  shall  not  have 
the  right  to  require  any  juror  to  stand  aside, 
bat  shall  bo  entitled  to  challenge  peremptorily 
nx  jurors  if  the  trial  he  for  a  misdemeanour,  and 
twenty  jurors  if  the  trial  he  for  a  felony  or 
treaBon. "—(Ifr.  A,  H.  J).  Aeland.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Thk  attorney  GENEEAL  for 
IEEIjAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
Tersity) :  It  is  impossible  for  us  to 
aoeept  this  Amendmenf .  We  could  very 
well  understand  an  Amendment  of  this 


kind  being  proposed  if  we  were  discuss- 
ing a  general  Jury  Bill ;  but,  as  we  have 
said  over  and  over  again,  we  ask  the 
House  to  enable  us  to  have  a  special 
jury  under  the  circumstances  that  are 
mentioned  in  tbis  particular  clause,  but 
we  do  not  profess  to  reform  generally 
trial  by  jury.     The  law  in  En^and  and 
Ireland,  with  reference  to  the  power  of 
the  OrowD  to  order  jurors  to  stand  aside, 
is  precisely  the  same.    The  Crown  has 
the  right,  under  the  Common  Law,  to 
exercise  this  right  until   the  panel   is 
exhausted.      That    is  a   power   which 
bas  been  exercised   by  successive  At- 
torney Generals  most  fairly  and   most 
justly.    In  moving  this  Amendment  the 
hon.  Member  (Mr.  A.  H.  D.  Aeland) 
appears  to  assume  that  this  power  has 
been  exercised  in  an  improper  way.     I 
deny  that  assertion    altogether.     This 
power  has  never  been  exercised  in  Ire- 
land in  later  times  except  with  the  object 
of  getting  a  fair  and  impartial  jury  to 
try  a  case,  and  the  result  of  the  exercise 
of  the  power  has  been  to  get  fair  and 
impartial  jurors.     [**  Oh,  oh  !  "]     Hon. 
Members  opposite  may  say  "  Oh,  oh  !  " 
and  may  jeer ;  but  I  ask  them,  in  what 
particular  case  was  a  jury  empannelled 
by  any  person  representing  the  Crown 
in  Ireland  that  acted  unfairly  towards  a 
prisoner  ?    I  know  that  in  this  House 
many  cases  have  been  cited  by   hon. 
Members  below  the  Gangway  opposite ; 
but  it  has  been  shown  again  and  again 
that  the  juries  found  verdicts  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  charges    of    the    learned 
Judges,  and  that  there  was  ample  evi- 
dence to  sustain  the  verdicts.     If  this 
power  has  been  exercised  as  far  as  the 
memory  of  man  goes  back  fairly  and 
justly,  and  if  the  result  of  the  exercise  of 
this  power  has  been  to  empannel  juries 
of  fair  and  impartial  men,  it  is  as  well 
that  the  right  should  be  retained. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  (Elgin  and  Nairn) : 
Of  all  the  extraordinary  answers  which 
have  been  given  by  the  Government  in 
the  course  of  these  discussions,  I  think 
the  answer  just  given  by  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  is  the  most  extraor- 
dinary. This  clause  makes  the  greatest 
change  that  has  ever  taken  place  in  the 
history  of  this  country  in  regard  to  trial 
by  jury.  Perhaps  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  is  not  aware  that 
this  is  a  clause  which  materially  affects 
the  clause  in  Magna  Charta  as  to  trial  by 
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j  ur;.  I  aek  th«  attention  of  the  Attome; 
General  for  England  to  this  point.  ' 
havealtrajsunderatood  that  the  clause 
Magna  Chartareferrinp  to  trial  by  jury 
means  that  a  man  shall  be  tried  by  his 
equals.  Now,  this  clause  distinctly  pro- 
poaea  trial  which  ia  not  trial  by  a  man't 
equals.  I  am  truly  astoniehed  at  the 
reception  which  has  been  accoi^ed  this 
Amendment  by  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland.  I  have  no  doubt  that  before 
long  we  shall  hear  cases  cited  of  uiie- 
carriatfo  of  justice  at  the  hands  of  special 
juries  in  Ireland,  of  whom  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  speaks  so  favourably. 
I  have  not  sat  very  long  in  this  House, 
but  I  have  beard  many  cases  cited  in 
which  it  is  quite  clear  special  juries  in 
Ireland  have  acted  unfairly  and  partially. 
Mn.  T.  M.  HEALY  {Longford,  N.): 
I  think  itia  quito  evident  the  Committee 
is  absolutely  unaware  of  the  afate  of  the 
facts  in  Ireland.  The  Government  seem 
to  want  not  trial  by  special  jury,  but 
trial  by   the  rttiduun     of    the   special 

4'urors.    In  the  first  place,    the   Lord 
jieutenaut  is  empowered  to  take  what 
panel  he  likes.    In  the  Act  of  1882   he 
had  to  take  200  men,  and  out  of  that 
number  find  12  men.    Practically,  the 
challenges  were  of  a  limited  character ; 
but  even  under  that  section  the  Grown 
challenged,  at  the  trial  of  Joseph  Foote, 
TO   men,    and  one  juryman  said  after- 
wards, when  he  aaked,  "Why  didyoucom- 
mit  Poole  when  you  knew  he  was  in- 
nocent?" said,  "  Why,  we  should  have 
convicted  him  had  it  been  proved  be  was 
in  Australia."     At  the  trial  of  Michael 
Welsh  40  jurors  were  challenged,  and  I 
defy  any  man  who  reads  the  evidence  of 
the  trial  to  say    there  was   sufficient 
evidence  to  hanir  a  cat   on.      Michael 
derstand  the  language 
ance  was  given.    The 
slated  by  a  policeman, 
before  his  God  pro- 
y  language  he  under- 
a.    In  the  Maamtrasna 
1  have  convicted  on  the 
roved  afterwards,  bow- 
ence  was  perjured.     I 
ury  acted  properly  on 
in  that  case  you  cbal- 
iioary  number  of  men 
t  men  whom  we  be- 
mt.     Take  the  case  of 
risonere  ;  we  are  told 
the  direction  of  the 
of  the  kind;  they  fol- 


lowed it  when  it  was  in  favour  of  con- 
viction. Judge  Lawaon,  one  of  our 
greatest  foes,  charged  the  jury  io  the 
case  of  one  man,  named  Bernard — I  can- 
not recall  his  surname — in  favour  of  an 
acquittal,  but  the  jury  convicted  the 
prisoner.  Lord  Spencer  released  the 
man  after  six  weeks.  lu  the  case  of  a 
man,  named  Geogban,  the  jury  did  not 
follow  the  direction  of  the  Judge.  The 
cballengea  in  this  case  were  enormous. 
To  tell  me  that  you  oi^ht  to  have  the 
right  tn  reduce  the  panelto  a  rendtiMM  is 
absurd.  In  the  County  of  Kerry,  the  moat 
disturbed  district  in  Ireland,  you  have 
only  200  special  jurors.  That  shows 
how  limited  the  character  of  the  class  of 
special  juries  is;  one  man  in  30  is  a 
special  juror,  and  in  the  face  of  this 
limited,  select,  primrose  class  you  are 
still  to  have  the  power  of  cutting  the 
panel  down  by  the  Bystem  of  unlimited 
challenge.  I  am  told  this  is  English 
law.  If  it  is  English  law  it  is  not 
English  practice,  and  wa  want  the 
English  practice.  It  is  unfair  to  this 
House  to  say  that  we  are  getting  English 
law  in  this  matter.  In  the  face  of  the 
facts,  can  you  wonder  if  by-and-bye 
what  you  call  law  is  not  respected  ?  Ho 
jury  was  ever  packed  or  found  fault  with 
for  convicting  a  prisoner  until  the  Crimea 
Act  was  passed.  Under  that  Act  you  in- 
ventedaspecialconvictingjury,  and  then 
an  unfortunate  man  was  cruelly  attacked 
near  his  own  house,  a  terrible  occurrence 
which  shocked  everybody.  "When  you 
put  up  12  men  as  sub-gods,  as  men  who 
are  to  uphold  law  and  order  in  Ireland; 
and  when  it  is  said  to  the  people,  here 
are  your  enemies,  here  are  the  friends  of 
the  Government;  when  the  entire  pa trmt- 
Bge  and  power  of  the  country  is  given 
into  the  nands  of  a  gang  of  thieves; 
when  these  men  are  paraded  before  the 
crowd,  can  you  wonder  that  afterwards 
theeemen  are  Boycotted  or  intimidated  T 
You  yourselves  are  playing  for  crime  in 
Ireland  —  you  are  devising  the  beet 
method  of  provoking  crime  in  Ireland. 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  crime  will 
take  place,  because  it  is  impoaaible  to 
predicate  what  will  happen  when  one 
does  not  know  the  exact  effect  on  the 
Irish  people  of  the  fact  that  the  great 
body  of  the  Libersfl  Party  is  alondingby 
the  Irish  nation  ?  If  thisBillwere  being 
passed  under  ordinary  circom stances,  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  say  you  would  have  a 
large  crop  of  crime  within  a  month  of 
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its  passing;    but  now  the  people  see 
they  have  obtained  the  sympathy  of 
a  large  mass  of  the  English  people,  and 
in  the  desire  to  cultivate  still  further 
that  sympathy,  it  may  be  that  you  will 
not  have  the  crime  in  Ireland  which, 
under  other  circumstances,  you  would 
have.    You  talk  in  this  matter  about 
special  juries,  but  it  is  not  a  special 
jury  after  all ;  it  is  a  jury  composed  of 
12  men  selected  from  the  special  jurors, 
and  these  12  men  the  enemies  of  the 
people.     We  offered    to  go  before    a 
Select  Committee  of  our  enemies  in  this 
House,  because  we  were  so  satisfied  no- 
thing could  be  proved  against  us.   That 
was  our  own  option,  however.    But  take 
the  case  of  a  man  who  is  brought  up,  and 
knowing  this  Bill  has  been  passed  by  the 
foul  combination  which  enables  it  to  be 
passed — [**0h,  oh!"]    I  am  speaking 
of  the  combination  of  Members — I  wiU 
Bay,  if  you  like,  unholy  combination. 
Take  the  case  of  a  man  who  is  brought 
up,  and  who  sees  12  men  put  into  the 
box  for  the  purpose  of  convicting  him. 
If  you  have  unjust  convictions,  as  you 
undoubtedly  will  have,  I  ask  you  will  it 
improve    the    temper  of   the    people? 
What  will  be  the  effect  upon  the  people 
of  carrying  a  man  from  one  end  of  Ire- 
land, for  instance,  to  Dublin  to  be  tried, 
and  probably  to  be  convicted  ?    Perhaps 
the  people  of  his  district  will  not  believe 
him  to  be  guilty.     They  will  be  inclined 
to  take  the  law  into  their  own  hands, 
and  then  the  English  people,  not  know- 
ing the  facts,  will  be  terribly  surprised 
to  learn  that  there  is  crime  in  the  district 
to  which  the  man  belongs.     The  people 
of  this  country  will  not  be  able  to  trace 
cnrime  to  its  source ;  and  the  occurrence 
of  crime  will  be  used  as  an  additional 
argument   against    us.      There   is    no 
option,  under  this  section,  but  for  the 
Court  to  grant  a  special  jury  when  the 
application  is  made  for  one.    Tou  give 
the  prisoner  no  chance ;  but  you  make 
his  conviction  as  certain  as  the  fiat  of 
the  Attorney  Qeneral  for  Ireland.    I  say 
thia  is  a  state  of  things  which  it  would  not 
be  possible  for  the  Tory  Party  to  bring 
about  if  they  had  not  support  upon  the 
Opposition  Benches.    When  the  matter 
c^omes  to  be  considered  soberly  the  blame 
at  tbis  section  will,  undoubtedly,  be  laid 
not    so  much  at  the  door  of  the  Tory 
Party  as  at  the  door  of  the   Liberal 
TJoionists,  who  are  the  real  people  who 


are  responsible  for  the  passing  of  this 
Bill. 

Me.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  It  is 
monstrous  for  the  Attomev  General 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  to  stand  up 
and  deliberately  assert  that  the  power  of 
packing  juries  has  not  been  used  im- 
properly. Does  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  not  know  perfectly 
well  that  for  the  last  30  years  the  Irish 
Executive  have  never  failed  to  use  this 
power  in  the  most  improper  and  indecent 
way  in  every  political  trial  ?  Every  man 
in  this  House  knows  it  perfectly  well. 
What  were  the  words  of  The  Dublin 
Daily  Uxpress,  the  organ  of  the  landlord 
party  in  Ireland,  when  commenting  on 
this  Bill  ?  I  can  recall  the  words  very 
well.  The  Dublin  Daily  Expreee  said — 
''  This  is  a  time  for  plain  speaking.  Trial 
by  jury  in  Ireland  for  many  years  has 
been  more  or  less  of  a  make-believe,  and 
inasmuch  as  it  is  now  impossible  to  have 
recourse  to  the  various  devices  by  which 
the  Government  got  satisfactory  juries 
in  the  past,  we  must  have  some  new  legis- 
lation to  enable  the  work  to  be  done." 
This  is  the  commentary  of  The  Dublin 
Daily  Expreee;  that  organ  was  frank 
enough — it  admitted  freely  that  trial  by 
jury  in  Ireland  had  been  a  make-believe. 
But  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 
when  he  comes  before  an  English  audi- 
ence, finds  it  necessary  to  put  on  a 
cloak  of  decency  and  respectability,  and 
deny  that  juries  are  packed  in  Ireland. 
Does  he  forget  altogether  how  he  got 
one  of  his  own  henchmen  to  prevent  a 
discussion  on  this  question  in  this 
House  ?  He  challenges  us  to  bring  in- 
stances in  which  juries  have  acted  im- 
properly ;  but  when  I  made  an  attempt 
to  bring  forward  instances  my  mouth 
was  closed — when  I  had  all  thejevidence 
in  my  possession  my  mouth  was  closed 
by  the  most  discreditable  trick  possible. 
It  was  plainly  proved  to  the  people  of 
England,  who,  I  venture  to  say,  take 
my  side  in  the  controversy,  that  the  Go- 
vernment dreaded  to  go  into  the  matter, 
and  that  it  was  manifestly  a  matter 
which  ought  to  be  fully  discussed.  You 
have  just  heard  from  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  North 
Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  of  cases  in 
which  the  juries  were  shamefully  and 
disgracefully  packed  against  prisoners. 
Since  those  cases  we  have  had  the  Sligo 
case.    Anyone  who  has  looked  into  that 
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case  must  have  been  ashamed  of  the 
proceedings.  Poor  Catholic  peasants, 
who  had  committed  a  crime,  if  crime  it 
was,  under  great  provocation  and  cir- 
cumstances of  the  greatest  cruelty,  were 
dragged  from  their  own  County  of  Gal- 
way  to  the  Winter  Assizes  at  Sligo,  and 
placed  on  their  trial  before  juries  com- 
posed of  Orangemen,  or  composed  at 
least  of  Protestants;  30  or  40  Catholics 
were  ordered  to  stand  aside  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  they  professed  the 
same  religion  as  the  prisoners.  No 
effort  was  made  to  explain  away  or 
defend  such  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown.  The  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land may  say  that  the  verdicts  returned 
were  true  verdicts;  but  I  venture  to 
affirm  that  if  such  proceedings  as  took 
place  at  Sligo  took  place  in  England, 
Scotland,  or  Wales,  no  jury  would  con- 
vict. Every  political  case  in  Ireland  is 
made  an  occasion  for  jury>packing.  I 
do  not  wish  to  go  into  particular  cases. 
I  might  do  so  at  considerable  length — 
my  own  case  would  occupy  me  for  an 
hour  and  a-half.  True,  in  that  case, 
the  Crown  failed,  but  that  failure  was 
not  due  to  the  fault  of  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland.  He  did  his  best, 
and  no  more  flagitious  case  of  jury- 
packing  ever  took  place.  He  packed 
the  jury  openly,  and  he  failed  to  convict 
solely  because  he  had  not  the  power  to 
go  before  a  special  jury  specially  drawn, 
but  was  obli(2:ed  to  take  a  common  jury 
of  Dublin.  He  did  his  best ;  his  conduct 
on  that  trial  was  illegal  and  disgraceful 
in  the  highest  degree  ;  and  yet  he  can 
stand  up  here  and  declare  that  the 
Crown  has  never  used  its  power,  to  pack 
a  jury.  The  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land based  part  of  his  answer  on  an 
extraordinary  proposition.  He  said  the 
Amendment  does  not  naturally  grow 
out  of  the  clause,  because  we  are  not 
proposing  to  reform  the  Jury  Laws — we 
are  simply  dealing  with  a  particular 
case.  The  Amendment  only  deals  with 
particular  cases  in  which  you  deprive  a 
prisoner  of  the  little  protection  he  has 
in  Ireland.  It  applies  to  no  other  cases. 
The  Amendment  does  not  propose  to 
deal  with  the  whole  of  the  jury  system, 
but  only  where  you  take  away  the  little 
protection  a  prisoner  has  in  his  right  to 
be  tried  by  a  common  jury  in  the  place 
where  the  venue  ought  to  be  laid.  In 
this  case,  and  in  no  other,  will  the 
Amendment  afiPect   the    power  of    the 
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Crown,  which,  notwithstanding  what  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  says, 
everyone  with  experience  knows  is 
habitually  used  by  the  Crown  most  im- 
properly in  Ireland.  No  matter  what 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  says 
about  the  law  in  Ireland  being  similar 
to  that  in  England  it  is  notoriously  not 
the  practice  in  England,  though  it  is 
systematically  the  practice  in  Ireland. 
I  do  not  believe  the  English  people 
would  submit  for  a  moment  to  the  pack- 
ing of  juries  by  the  Gt)vemment  as  they 
are  packed  in  Ireland,  much  less  when 
accompanied  by  the  tremendous  power 
of  the  change  of  venue.  There  is  no  use 
in  mincing  words  on  this  matter.  I  was 
perfectly  earnest  in  supporting  the  last 
Amendment  before  the  Committee. 
The  object  and  purpose  of  this  clause 
is  to  place  the  political  opponents 
of  the  Government  on  trial  before 
men  who  would  like  to  see  us  all 
dangling  at  the  end  of  a  rope.  We 
hear  this  expression  of  their  sentiments 
from  conversations  carried  on  in  railway 
carriages  and  elsewhere,  when  they  do 
not  know  that  a  member  of  the  National 
Party  is  present.  It  is  the  truth.  It  is 
the  talk  of  dinner  tables  ;  they  express 
their  feelings  in  common  conversatioD, 
and  say  that  if  there  were  a  rope  round 
our  necks  they  would  like  to  pull  at  the 
other  end.  Is  it  reasonable  to  place  us 
on  trial — as  we  shall  be  placed  on  trial 
if  this  Bill  passes — before  men  who  use 
such  language  ?  Do  you  really  mean  to 
carry  out  such  a  system  ?  Do  you  know 
what  you  are  doing  when  you  vote  for 
such  a  clause  ?  I  am  not  ezaggeratiog 
in  the  slightest  degree  when  I  tell  you 
the  effect  of  the  clause.  You  are  giving 
power  to  the  Government — power  they 
will  use — to  place  us  on  trial  before  men 
who  habitually  use  such  language,  who 
would  convict  us  without  a  shadow  of  a 
shade  of  evidence,  who  would  gladly,  to 
use  their  own  words,  hold  the  end  of  a 
rope  if  our  neck  were  at  the  other. 

Mr.  CHANCE  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  I  re- 
collect  hearing  some  time  ago,  either 
from  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
or  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  a 
statement  that  no  records  were  in  exist- 
ence from  which  the  Government  could 
give  a  Hetum  to  the  House  of  the  num- 
ber of  jurors  challenged  in  agrarian 
cases,  and  I  assume  that  it  is  in  the 
belief  that  there  is  no  such  record  in 
existence  that  we  have  had  the  state- 
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ment  that  there  has  been  no  misuse  of 
the  power  of  challenge  by  the  Govern- 
ment. I  do  not  know  if  the  record  exists 
now — ^possibly  it  has  been  destroyed — 
hut  I  know  there  was  such  a  record,  and 
I  speak  from  a  copy  I  have  when  I  say 
that  in  Green  Street  in  cases,  some  of 
them  cases  of  murder  and  so  forth,  not 
bearing  any  definite  political  complexion, 
60,  70,  and  in  one  case  72,  jurors  were 
ordered  to  stand  aside,  so  that  a  jury 
might  be  obtained  that  could  be  relied 
upon  for  a  conviction.    In  addition,  I 
may  mention  a  fact  of  which,  possibly, 
the  Ohief  Secretary  for  Ireland  is  not 
aware,   that  a  Government  official    is 
known  as    ''  Peter  the  Packer,"   and 
is  a  recognized  practitioner  in  Green 
Street.    Again,  I  may  mention  that  a 
brief  of  the  prosecuting  counsel  in  a 
ftMMt-political  trial  has  been  obtained, 
and  contains  a  list  of  jurors,  and  oppo- 
site some  of  the  names  is  written  the 
word  "sturdy" — which  means,  I  pre- 
sume, that  tiie  man  is  reliable  for   a 
conviction — and  opposite  the  names  of 
other  jurors  who  were  challenged  ap- 
pears the  letter  "  C,"  and  it  is  a  fact 
that  each  of  these  men  was  a  Catholic. 
It  is  futile,  then,  for  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  to  stand  up  here,  little  as 
some  of  the  Committee  know  of  Irish 
affairs,  and  say  that  the  right  of  chal- 
lenge has  never  been  abused.    The  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  has  some 
special  knowledge  and  experience  of  his 
own  in  the  case  of  the  trial  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  and 
some  of  his  friends  for  advocating  the 
Plan  of  Campaign,  and  I  happened  to 
be  solicitor  for  some  of  the  accused ;  and 
I  may  tell  the  Committee  that,  while  all 
the  accused  taken  together  had  six  chal- 
lenges, the  Crown  directed  28  men  to 
stand  aside,  and  in  no  single  instance 
did  they  attempt  to  show  that  the  juror 
was  unfit  for  his  duty  by  reason  of  bias 
or  anything  else.     Of  course,  they  did 
not  gain  a  conviction,  but  it  was  not  the 
fault  of  the  prosecution.    When  I  asked 
the  question  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  he  refused  to  lay  on  the  Table  any 
record  of  the  results  of  an  inquiry  I  knew 
liad  been  made  as  to  the  politics  and 
qualifications  of  the  gentlemen  on  the 
panel.    He  did  not  deny  there  had  been 
auch  an  inquiry.     I  am  sure  he  would 
Slot  deny  it  if  he  knew  it  to  be  the  fact. 
Xt  is  known  as  a  fact;  and,  that  being^  so, 
the  Committee  must  not  be  deceived  into 


the  idea  that  these  powers  have  always 
been  exercised  in  a  reasonable  spirit.  If 
the  Government  retain  this  power  to 
get  rid  of  jurors  who  are  biassed, 
then  they  have  a  very  bad  case,  for 
there  is  nothing  in  the  world  to  prevent 
a  juror  being  ''  challenged  for  cause," 
and,  using  the  facilities  the  Crown  has  to 
discover  the  previous  record  of  a  juror, 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  proving 
to  a  Crown  Judge  that  a  certain  person 
was  an  improper  person  to  be  on  the 
jury  panel.  But  I  may  be  reminded 
that  in  the  prosecution  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Mayo  the  Government 
failed  to  procure  a  verdict.  I  know  the 
reason,  and  there  can  be  no  harm  in 
stating  it.  There  were  two  jurors  of 
the  same  name,  and  pretty  much  of  the 
same  appearance,  the  one  an  Orange- 
man and  the  other  a  Catholic.  The  first 
juror  called  was  promptly  challenged, 
and  while  sitting  in  Court  fell  into  con- 
versation with  his  neighbour.  Mr.  Peter, 
the  **  Packer,"  cocking  his  eye  round 
the  Court,  settled  in  his  own  mind  this 
was  the  Nationalist ;  but  he  was  mis- 
taken, the  Orangeman  being  directed  to 
stand  aside,  the  other  man  being  put 
upon  the  jury.  That  is  the  reason  why 
a  conviction  was  not  obtained.  .As  an 
illustration  of  the  class  of  men  ob- 
tained for  special  juries,  I  may  men- 
tion an  anecdote  or  two.  I  recollect  a 
conversation  I  had  with  a  gentleman,  a 
constituent  of  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland.  He  knew  me  well,  and  had 
known  me  for  years.  He  was  a  per- 
fectly steady,  sober  man.  I  remember 
that  in  course  of  conversation  he  ex- 
pressed his  abhorrence  of  farmers  who 
did  not  pay  their  rent,  and  when  I  asked 
what  remedy  he  would  apply  to  the  state 
of  things  he  recommendea  the  shooting 
of  the  nearest  priest,  and  the  flogging 
of  the  farmers'  wives  and  daughters.  It 
is  men  of  that  stamp  who  get  on  the  spe- 
cial jury  panel  of  Dublin.  Another  anec- 
dote I  had  from  a  counsel  who  prose- 
cuted, of  a  man  who  was  convicted  of  a 
murder  upon  evidence  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  counsel — a  Conservative, 
a  constituent  of  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland,  nofriendof  ours,  Dr.Webb — was 
of  the  most  flimsy  character.  He  asked  a 
juror  how  he  could  possibly  convict  a  man 
on  such  evidence,  and  the  juror  replied  he 
did  not  care  a  straw  about  the  evidence  ; 
that  he  convicted  the  man  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  an  example ;  and  a  second 
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juror  said  that  lie  was  prepared  to  con- 
vict him  if  it  had  been  proved  the 
man  was  in  America  when  the  murder 
was  committed.  These  are  the  jurors 
upon  whom  the  Crown  place  reHance, 
and  when  I  state  these  things  on  my 
own  knowledge,  or  on  the  statement  of 
a  gentleman,  no  friend  of  ours,  I  ask 
the  Committee  to  judge  whether  the 
Crown  ought  not  to  be  required  to  show 
cause  why  a  man  should  not  be  on  a 
jury.  They  have  Judges  not  unfavour- 
able to  them.  Why,  when  you  take  the 
unfortunate  peasant  prisoner  away  from 
his  peers  to  be  tried  by  landlords,  why 
not  extend  to  him  that  fair  play  you 
always  allow  to  a  prisoner  in  England, 
challenging  man  for  man  until  the  six 
are  exhausted,  and  then  show  cause 
why  a  juror  should  be  excluded  ?  Bad 
as  the  law  is  in  Ireland,  nothing  can 
alienate  the  people  more  from  it  than  to 
see  the  Crown  thus  playing  with  loaded 
dice.  I  trust  we  may  get  some  support 
even  from  Members  on  the  other  side, 
and  if  we  cannot  break  the  silence  on 
the  other  side,  and  get  some  reasons  for 
the  support  of  the  clause,  that  they  will 
follow  us  into  the  Lobby. 

Mr.  O'DOHERTY  (Donegal,  N.) : 
Looking  at  the  Eetums  that  show  each 
county  and  city  special  jury,  I  find  that 
the  statements  of  hon.  Members  who 
have  supported  the  Amendment  do  not 
exaggerate  the  species  of  selection  that 
goes  on  in  Ireland.  The  agrarian  ques- 
tion in  Ireland  is  not  a  question  of  six 
or  of  10  years  old  ;  it  was  strong  in  Ire- 
land in  1872,  when  the  Jury  Act  was 
passed ;  and  I  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  now  to  the  distinction  there 
drawn,  in  order  to  let  them  see  what  in 
1872  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting small  farmers  from  having  posi- 
tions on  juries.  It  shows  that  it  was  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  Government 
that  the  administration  of  justice  should 
be  in  their  hands.  The  qualification  for 
common  jurors  is  freeholders  of  £10. 
For  leaseholders  likely  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  landlords  it  was  doubled ;  but 
if  a  man  might  possibly  have  a  leaning 
towards  the  tenant  if  he  was  not  free- 
holder or  tenant  on  lease,  if  he  was  a 
tenant  from  year  to  year,  then  the  quali- 
fication was  £40.  This  is  with  regard 
to  common  juries,  and  that  is  the  class  of 
persons  that  would  be  peers  to  the  persons 
usually  to  be  tried.  But  common  juries 
are,  under  the  Act  of  1872,  special  juries 
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with  respect  to  persons  charged  vitk 
agrarian  offences.  To  the  special  jury, 
as  constituted  under  the  Act  of  1872, 
comes  a  Proviso,  inserted  at  the  instance 
of  the  late  Lord  O'Hagan,  by  which  the 
qualification  of  a  special  juror  is  in 
some  cases  four,  in  some  cases  five  times 
as  much  as  the  highest  qualification  of 
a  freeholder.  In  Antrim,  where  a  free- 
holder of  £10 

The  CHAIRMAN :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  scarcely  keeping  to  the  Amend- 
ment before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  O'DOHERTY  :  I  certainly  would 
not  have  gone  into  this  if  I  were  not 
going  to  make  my  point,   that  there 
has  been  a  process  of  selection  going  on 
to  the  absolute  exclusion  of  all  persons 
the  Crown  could  have  reasonable  ohjec- 
tion  to ;  and,  therefore,  there  is  no  claim 
by  the  Crown  to  an  unlimited  right  of 
challenge.     Step  by  step  I  was  going  to 
show,  though,  perhaps,  rather  tediously, 
how  this  had  been  done,  and,  in  that 
sense,  was  referring  to  the  origin  of  the 
Jury  Act  in  Ireland.    As  I  said  at  an 
earlier  period  in  this  Committee,  the 
passing  of  the  Jury  Act  was  in  conse- 
quence of  the    Sheriffs   empannelling 
creatures  of  their  own,  and  a  self- work- 
ing panel    was    established;    but   the 
effect  has  been  that  special  juries  are 
now  prepared  to  try  certain   offences 
from  among  the  very  men  whom  the 
Sheriffs,   when    they  had    the  power, 
selected.     It  is  a  modest  proposal  to 
ask  that  the  Crown  Prosecutor  shall 
have  the  right  of  challenge  limited  to 
this  specified  amount  in  cases  where 
there  is  no  question  of  the  juror  being 
biassed,   or  disqualified   by   prejudice. 
If  the  hon.  Member  had  proposed  that 
the  right  of  challenge  snould   be  un- 
limited on  the  part  of  the  accused,  and 
limited  on  the  part  of  the  Grown,  he 
would  have  appealed  with  strong  reascm 
to  the  sympathies  of  fair-minded  men ; 
but  when  he  asks  that  there  shall  be  the 
same  right  on  either  side,  then,  having 
regard  to  the  history  of  juries  in  Ire- 
land, to  the  process  of  selection  that  has 
gone  on,  and  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
right  of  challenge  has  been  abused,  it  is 
a  modest  and  reasonable   proposaL    I 
would  ask  the  Committee  to  remember 
this — that  if  ever  a  question  arises  be- 
tween landlord  and  tenant  to  be  decided 
by  civil  action  before  a  Judg^  and  jury, 
counsel  invariably  recommend  the  land- 
lord by  all  means  to  serve  notice  for  a 
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special  jury,  saying  that  is  the  way  to 
try  agrarian  disputes  by  civil  action. 
Now,  if  they  are  to  get  this  for  the  trial 
of  criminal  cases,  nothing  has  ever  been 
passed  in  any  Coercion  Bill  so  com- 
pletely reversing  all  my  ideas  of  fair 
play  as  to  allow  this  unlimited  right  of 
challenge  in  addition  to  allowing  these 
special  juries. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  90; 
Noes  218:  Majority  128.— (Div.  List, 
No.  197.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  Clause  3 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mb.  PICTON  (Leicester) :  I  certainly 
do  not  intend  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
Committee  at  this  late  hour  (12.35);  but 
in  one  word  I  desire  to  say,  before  this 
clause  passes,  that  I  protest  against  it 
most  earnestly,  in  the  name,  at  any  rate, 
of  one  part  of  the  United  Kingdom — of 
my  own  constituency.    They,  I  know, 
feel  that  a  clause  like  this  will  remove 
trial  by  jury  from  the  influence  of  the 
average  opinion  of  a  district  and  place 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  landlord  class. 
We  are,  by  this  clause,  removing  trials 
for  alleged  offences  in  a  proclaimed  dis- 
trict from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  average 
opinion  of  that  district,  and  are  putting 
them  within  the  jurisdiction  of  average 
landlordism,  which  is,  in  other  words, 
the    average    opinion  of    a  particular 
class.     How  wo  can  expect  to  produce 
peace   and  contentment  in  Ireland  by 
imposing  upon  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try  a   measure  which  we    should  not 
tolerate  ourselves  without  insurrection 
by  violence  surpasses  my  comprehension. 
Never  in  the  history  of  this  country  has 
any   such  oppressive  law  been  passed 
without  producing  a  spirit  of  violent 
rebellion ;  and  if  it  does  not  produce 
this  in  Ireland,  it  is  only  because  of  the 
extreme   smallness  of  the  population, 
and    the    disarmed    weakness    of   the 
people.       On    these    grounds    I    most 
earnestly  protest  against  the  passing  of 
this  clause. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  wish.  Sir,  to  suggest  to  the  Chief  Se- 
erotary,  as  he  was  out  of  Order  in 
iwmlrlTig^  a  statement  upon  this  clause 
earlier  in  the  Sitting,  that  perhaps  he 
would  like  to  make  it  now.  Ho  would 
be  perfectly  in  Order  now.  He  may  not 
be  aware  of  that  fact ;  therefore  I  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  letting  him  know. 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — ^Ayes  211; 
Noes  83:  Majority  128.— (Div.  List, 
No.  198.) 

The  chief  SECEETAEY  for  IEE- 
LAND(Mr.  A.  J.Balfoitr)  (Manchester, 
E.) :  I  hegto  move,  Sir,  that  you  do  now 
report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  ''That 
the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again," — {Mr.  A.  7. 
Balfour y) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow, 

MOTION. 

EAST   INDIA   AND    CHINA    MAIL 
CONTRACT.— RESOLUTION. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  the  Contract  dated  the  18th  day  of 
March  1887,  for  the  conveyance  of  the  East 
India  and  China  MailSi  be  approved." — (Mr. 
Jackson.) 

De.  CLAEK  (Caithness) :  I  beg.  Sir, 
to  move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 
At  this  late  hour  (1  o'clock),  as  many 
Members,  I  understand,  wish  to  speak 
upon  this  subject,  it  would  be  very  in- 
convenient to  proceed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  ''That 
the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," — (7)r. 
Clarky) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  adjourned  till  Thursday. 
ORDERS  OF  TEE  DA  Y. 

FIRST  OFFENDERS  BILL.— [Bill  189.] 
[Mr.  Howard  Vincent,  Lord  Randolph  Spencer 
ChurchiU,    Hir  Henry  Selwin'Ibbeteon,  Mr. 
Hoare,    Mr.  Jddieon,    Mr.    Haetinge,    Mr* 
Laweon,  Mr.  Molloy.) 

CONSIDERATION.      THIRD  READING. 

Order  for  Consideration,  as  amended, 
read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  ''That 
the  Bill,  as  amended,  be  now  con- 
sidered,"— {Mr.  JSbward  Vincent^) — ^put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Are  there  any 
Amendments  ? 

Mr.  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Shef- 
field. Central) :  No. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford.  N.)  . 
Sir,  we  have  got  Ireland  excluded  from 
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this  measure ;  but  I  have  not  the 
smallest  doubt  when  this  admirable  Bill 
reaches  the  House  of  Lords  there  will 
be  an  application  to  re-insert  Ireland, 
as  is  always  done  in  such  cases.  I  wish 
to  ask  the  Government  and  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Howard  Vin- 
cent) whether,  when  this  Bill  comes 
back  from  the  House  of  Lords,  they 
will  undertake  to  remove  any  such 
Amendment  ? 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE  (Newing- 
ton,  W.) :  Shall  I  be  in  Order,  Sir,  in 
moving  the  re-committal  of  this  Bill  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  Question  has 
been  put,  that  it  be  now  considered. 

Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE :  I  was 
informed  by  the  Clerk  at  the  Table  that 
I  could  move  its  re-committal  at  this 
stage. 

Mr.  speaker  :  The  Question  now, 
there  being  no  Amendment,  will  be  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  third  time  ;  and  upon 
that  Question  being  put  from  the  Chair 
the  hon.  Gentleman  can  make  a  Motion. 

Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE:  Has  the 
Motion  been  put  from  the  Chair  ? 

Mr.  speaker  :  I  will  put  that  Mo- 
tion. I  will  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  when  he  proposes  to 
take  the  third  reading,  and  on  that 
Question  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Rad- 
cliffe  Cooke)  can  make  a  Motion. 

Mr,  HOWARD  VINCENT  :  I  hope 
the  House  will  allow  the  third  reading 
to  be  taken  to-night. 

Mr.  speaker  :  It  is  competent  for 
the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  RadclifEe 
Cooke),  when  I  put  that  Question,  to 
make  a  Motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time." 

Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE  :  I  hope 
the  House  will  not  now  read  this  Bill  a 
third  time ;  and  if  it  be  competent  for 
me  to  move  that  it  be  read  a  third  time 
this  day  three  months  I  will  make  that 
Motion.  But  perhaps  the  simplest 
course  for  me  to  pursue  now  will  be  to 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  in 
order  that  we  may  have  a  better  oppor- 
tunity than  we  can  have,  at  this  time 
of  the  morning  (1.55),  of  considering 
this  measure.  I  say  ''  considering  "  this 
Bill,  because,  though  it  has  been  read 
a  second  time,  and  has  been  committed 
and  re-committed,  there  are,  I  believe, 

Mr.  T.  M,  Btaly 


many  Members  of  this  House  who  voted 
for  it  under  a  misapprehension  of  what 
its  real  effect  is.    None  of  us,  I  think, 
can  have  forgotten  the  incisive  speech  in 
which  my  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Home  Secretary  (Mr.  Matthews)  con- 
demned this  Bill,  root  and  branch,  when 
it  was  brought  in.     He  said  that  from 
beginning  to  end  of   it  there  was  no- 
thing good ;   but  that,  if  it  were  pos- 
sible, he  would,  at  the  request  of  the 
promoters,  do  something  to  render  the 
Bill   as   harmless  as  possible,   though 
he  did  not  hold  out  much  hope  that 
he  would  be  able  to  render  even  that 
small  service  to  its  promoters.    The  Bill 
subsequently  re-appeared  in  this  House, 
and  I  suppose  that,  owing,  perhaps,  to 
the  pressure  of  work    from  which  we 
know  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man has  suffered,  he  was  unable  to  give 
the  attention  to  the  Bill  which  he  pro- 
mised the  promoters  he  would  endeavour 
to  give ;  because,  while  be  declared  that 
it  was  a  very  harsh  measure,  and  that 
he  would  try  to  remove  its  harshness,  at 
the  same  time  preserving  what  he  pre- 
sumed was  the  object  of  the  promoters, 
when  the  Bill  came  back  to  this  House 
it  was  a  harsher  measure  than  when  it 
went  out  of  it.  But  if  I  give  an  instance 
or  two  in  proof  of  that,  perhaps— [**  Ob, 
oh  ! ''] — I  hope  I  am  not  trespassing  too 
much  on  the  time  of  the  House ;  but  it 
does  seem  to  me  that  the  liberties  of  a 
good  many  people  will  be  affected  by  this 
Bill,  and  it  does  seem  to  me  that  we  are  at 
liberty  to  discuss  it,  although  there  is  an- 
other Bill  on  the  Orders  which  other  hon. 
Members  wish  to  consider.     The  object 
which  the  promoters  of  this  Bill  have  in 
view  is  to  reform  persons  who,  for  the 
first  time  in  their  lives,  commit  some 
criminal  act — an  act  of  so  trivial  a  cha- 
racter, and  committed  under  such  cirouai.- 
stances,  that  the  Court  before  whom  they^ 
are  tried  and  convicted  may  think  th&t 
justice  would  be  done  and  the  intoresta 
of  society  satisfied  by  releasing  them  At 
once  without  any  punishment.     This 
the  class  of  offenders  intended  to  be 
claimed  by  this  Bill,  and  the  waj 
which  the  promoters  of  this  Bill  propose 
to  reform  these  offenders  is  by  subj 
ing  them  afterwards  to  provisions  to 
found  in  the  most  stringent  Act  on 

Statute  Book.  P'No,  no!"]  Somebodx 
says  ''No,  no! ''  I  do  not  know  wHi^^ 
ther  he  has  read  that  Statute.  It  ift  ^, 
Statute  against  hardened  criminals — 
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Prevention  of  Crime  Act  of  1871,  with 
the  amending  Act  of  1879.  That  Statute 
proyides  that  these  criminals  shall  re- 
port themselves  to  the  police — that  they 
shall  from  time  to  time — every  month — 
send  in  a  report  of  their  residence,  where 
they  are,  and  shall  altogether  be  kept 
under  the  thumb  of  the  police  for  a  con- 
siderable period.  What,  in  point  of  fact, 
the  Legislature  said  in  the  Act  of  1871  to 
the  criminals  is,  in  effect,  this — **  You  are 
such  a  hardened  criminal ;  you  have  been 
so  often  convicted ;  your  offence  now  is 
of  such  a  grave  character,  that  not  only 
must  you  be  severely  punished,  but  since 
the  only  associates  you  have  belong  to 
the  criminal  classes,  society  must  be  pro- 
tected against  you  after  the  sentence  we 
have  passed  upon  you  expires,  and  there- 
fore we  impose  on  you  police  supervi- 
sion."    What  the  promoters  of  this  Bill 
say  to  first  offenders  is,  in  effect,  this — 
"  You  are  not  a  hardened  criminal ;  you 
have  not   been  convicted  before;  your 
offence  is  so  trifling  that  we  are  going 
to  let  you  out  without  any  punishment 
at  all ;  your  associates  are  not  criminals  ; 
society  does  not  require  to  be  protected 
against  you;  therefore  we  will  subject 
you  to  police  supervision  " — and  police 
supervision  of  a  much  severer  character 
than  that  imposed  by  the  Act  of  1871.  I 
wonder   whether   my    right    hon.   and 
learned  Friend  belowme  (Mr.  Matthews), 
who  said  the  Bill  was  too  stringent  when 
it  waa  first  introduced,  has  ever  read  it 
and  compared  it  with  the  Bill  of  1871. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Central  Sheffield 
(Mr.  Howard  Vincent)  cannot  have  com- 
pared   the   two.      In  the  Act  of  1871 
there  is  a  regulation  that  prescribes  that 
A  person  under  police  supervision  shall 
report  himself  every  month  to  the  police 
authorities,  but  it  is  only  the  males  who 
hare  so  to  report  themselves.  The  Legis- 
lature shrank  from  imposing  this  in  the 
cate  of  itvomen ;  but  when  the  promoters 
of  this  Bill  inl^duced  it,  in  what  form 
did  they  introduce  it  ?   They  introduced 
the  provision  of  the  Act  of  1871, including 
the  exci^ption ;  but  when  the  Bill  re- ap- 
peared in  the  House  it  no  longer  con- 
tained the  exception.  Consequently,  under 
the  measure  as  it  now  stands,  a  young 
womaxL — some  domestic  servant,  for  ez- 
Bmple,  discharged — who,  for  some  trifling 
let  of  misconduct,  has  been  tried,  con- 
riotedy   and,  in  order  that  she  may  go 
into  serrioe  again  and  reform  her  cha- 


racter, might  be  compelled  to  do  that 
which  the  Legislature  in  1871  shrank 
from  imposing  on  the  most  hardened 
criminals  of  her  sex.  Men  in  this  House 
have  voted  for  this  Bill  under  the  im- 
pression they  were  voting  for  an  act  of 
mercy.  An  hon.  Friend  who  was  beside 
me  just  now  said  he  would  support  me ; 
perhaps  he  is  in  another  part  of  the 
House.  \_A  laughA  The  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  laughs,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  is  a  very  laughing  matter. 

Thb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
RiOHABD  Wbbstbb)  (Isle  of  Wight): 
I  assure  the  hon.  Member  I  did  not 
laugh. 

Me.  RADOLIPPE  COOKE :  It  was  a 
sound,  then,  that  I  mistook  for  laughter ; 
but  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  see  the  jus- 
tice of  my  remarks,  as  he  is  fully  ac- 
quainted with  the  effect  of  the  various 
Statutes  upon  the  subject.  Another 
reason  why  we  should  adjourn  this  de- 
bate and  have  an  exhaustive  discussion 
upon  the  third  reading  is,  that  the  Bill 
professes  to  create  a  class  of  amateur 
authorities,  responsible  to  no  one,  and 
over  whom  there  is  no  control  what- 
ever, and  upon  whose  report  the  flrst 
offender  may  be  subject  to  at  least 
a  year's  imprisonment  with  hard  labour. 
That  is  a  power  which  should  not  be 
entrusted  to  such  an  authority.  If  hon. 
Members  look  at  the  1st  clause.  Sub- 
section 3,  they  will  see  that  not  merely 
may  the  Court  order  the  offender  to 
report  himself  to  such  authority,  but 
that  such  authority  may  delegate  his 
power  to  someone  nominated  by  him- 
self. That  is  to  introduce  a  new  prin- 
ciple into  our  English  law,  and  to  create 
an  authority  that  ought  not  to  be 
created.  And  what  is  the  Bill  to  do; 
what  is  the  necessity  and  reason  for  it  ? 
The  hon.  Member  for  Central  Sheffield 
has  done  me  the  honour  of  communi- 
cating with  me  on  several  occasions, 
though  I  regret  to  say  that,  owing  to 
some  action  on  his  part,  I  found  it  my 
duty  to  lay  this  matter  before  the  House. 
I  thought  I  should  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  going  into  the  matter  in  Commit- 
tee. The  hon.  Member  assured  me,  before 
breaking  up  for  the  Whitsuntide  Recess, 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  go  on  with  the 
Committee  until  well  after  Whitsuntide ; 
but  on  the  21st  of  last  month  my  hon. 
Friend  took  it  in  Committee  and  passed 
it  through  CommitteOi  after  I  was  fully 
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assured  by  him  that  it  was  not  to  be 
taken.  I  ought  to  have  been  here  during 
the  Committee.  [''Hear,  hear!*']  Yes; 
well,  I  was  asleep.  I  relied  on  the  assur- 
ance given  me  by  the  hon.  Gentleman ; 
and  after  sitting  up  until  4  o'clock  in 
the  morning  every  day  that  week  I 
went  into  the  Beading  Boom  and  fell 
asleep.  When  I  asked  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber afterwards  when  he  would  put  it 
down  for  third  reading,  he  said  he 
would,  if  he  could,  put  it  down  for 
some  day  when  I  could  not  be  pre- 
sent, or  when  I  was  not  likely  to  be 
present.  I  have  gone  through  sufficient 
points  now  to  show  the  House  why  we 
ought  not  rashly,  and  without  further 
discussion,  to  pass  this  Bill  to-night. 
There  are  other  points  which  I  could  go 
into — some  of  them  very  serious.  The 
whole  policy  of  the  Bill  is  a  complete  re- 
versal of  what  I  think  the  sensible  and 
reasonable  policy  of  our  present  law. 
What  happens  now  ?  When  first  offen- 
ders have  been  tried  and  convicted,  and 
their  faults  are  of  such  a  character  that 
the  Court  thinks  they  should  be  let  out, 
they  are  let  out  on  their  own  recog- 
nizances to  come  up  for  judgment  when 
called  upon.  Does  the  hon.  Gentleman 
think  that  proceeding  is  a  failure  ?  For 
my  part,  I  think  it  a  great  success. 
Everyone  who  has  any  acquaintance 
with  our  Courts  knows  that  when  a 
prisoner  is  discharged,  to  come  up  for 
judgment  when  called  upon,  the  Judge 
addresses  him  thus,  and  says — ''John 
Smith,  the  effect  of  this  is  that  you  will 
now  be  discharged.  If  you  behave  your- 
self well,  and  lead  henceforth  an  honest 
and  respectable  life,  you  will  hear  no 
more  of  this.''  And,  as  a  rule,  no  more 
is  heard  of  this  man ;  he  sinks  into  the 
mass  of  respectable  fellow-subjects.  The 
law  thinks  it  is  better  he  should  so  sink, 
rather  than  be  perpetually  harassed 
afterwards  by  police  supervision.  The 
policy  of  the  promoters  of  this  Bill  is  the 
exact  reverse  of  the  policy  of  the  pre- 
sent *law ;  it  would  result  in  preventing 
them  firom  becoming  respectable  persons 
again.  I  now  beg  to  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  ''That 
this  Debate  be  now  adjourned," — {Mr. 
Badeliffe  C7oo^«,)— put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  adjourned  till  Thursday, 

Mr.  BadeUffe  Cooke 


DEEDS  OF  ARRANGEMENT  REGISTRA- 
TION BILL.— [Bill  231.] 

(Sir  Albert  JRollit,  Sir  Bemhard  Samuelaon^  Mr. 
Boward  Vineent,  Sir  John  Lubbock,  Mr,  04' 
dington,  Mr,  Lawton.) 

OOMMITTEE.     IProgresi  20th  ifay.l 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  11  (Debtors'  Act,  1869,  to 
apply  in  certain  cases). 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight): 
When  this  Bill  was  first  submitted  to 
me  I  had  not  sufficiently  considered  the 

g revisions  of  this  clause.  Since  then  I 
ave  had  the  opportunity  of  doing  so, 
and,  on  the  whole,  I  think  the  proposed 
alteration  of  the  law  is  too  severe,  and, 
therefore,  that  this  clause  must  be 
omitted.  It  depends  upon  the  non-re* 
gistration  of  a  deed,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
it  is  too  severe  a  step  to  make  it  a  cri* 
minal  offence  when  credit  is  obtained 
simply  because  some  legal  step  has  been 
omitted ;  and  I  therefore  beg  to  move  the 
omission  of  the  clause. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
Clause  11. — {Mr.  Attorney  General.) 

Mb.  MUNDELLA  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :    The    proposition    may    be  too 
severe — I  do  not  venture  to  say  it  is  not ; 
but  does  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  mean  there  is  to  be  no  penaltj 
whatever  for  obtaining  credit  after  a 
man  has  passed  away  his  property  by  a 
deed  ?    [Sir  Richard  Wsb8TER  :  Wot 
registered.]    Not   registered !    but  he 
has  got  rid  of  his  property  and  businesB, 
and  obtains  credit  by  what  is  practically 
a  fraud.    It  was  to  prevent  the  obtain- 
ing credit  in  this  way  that  the  clause 
was  allowed  to  be  introduced  in  this 
form.    All  the  Chambers  of  Commerce 
attach  some  weight  to  it;  and,  there- 
fore,  to  omit  the  clause  altogether  and 
put  in  no  other  I  think  is  rather  moTti 
than  can  be  expected. 

Sir  RICHAItD  WEBSTER :    I  am 
sorry  I  did  not  explain   myself  full 
This  clause  really  would  not  effect  wh 
the   right  hon.  Gentleman   deaiiee. 
agree  with  him  that  this  Bjstem  of  o 
taininff  credit  when  a  man  has  ^ 
away  his  property  should  be  stop; 
but  that  will  be  dealt  with  nnder 
Bankruptcy  Law.    This  is  where  a 
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has  obtained  credit  when  he  has  not 
registered  a  deed.  The  object  of  the 
Bill  is  to  secure  registration  of  such 
deeds,  and  if  jou  are  going  to  deal  witli 
the  general  offence  of  obtaining  credit 
you  should  deal  with  that  under  some 
general  Bankruptcy  Law,  and  not  in  a 
Bill  in  which  jou  say  that  in  order  to 
make  the  deeds  valid  they  shall  be 
registered. 

Mb.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  The 
effect  of  not  registering  a  deed  is  that 
you  do  not  disclose  it;  non- discovery 
pure  and  simple  is  not  either  false  pre- 
tence or  fraud ;  but  if  this  clause  were 
passed,  a  creditor,  who  was  assured  of 
the  existence  of  a  deed,  could,  on  a  tech- 
nical point,  though  the  deed  was  dis- 
coyered,  obtain  a  conviction  for  misde- 
meanour. Undoubtedly  we  are  in  a 
difficulty,  because  there  is  no  trick  more 
common  nowadays  than  for  people  to 
'  settle  with  creditors  behind  the  back  of 
{  the  public,  and  then  come  and  get  credit ; 
[  but  I  should  think  that  a  clause  that 
would  render  these  arrangements  void, 
and  oompel  them  to  pay  creditors  in  full, 
would  be  sufficient  to  meet  that.  I 
think  it  would  be  highly  improper  to 
create  an  offence  of  this  kind.  If  it  is 
to  be  done,  it  should  be  done  in  some 
general  Bill ;  therefore  I  shall  support 
the  Motion  for  the  omission  of  the 
clause 

Sm  ALBEET  EOLLIT  (Islington,S.): 

This  clause  was  inserted  in  consequence 

of  a  J^solution  carried  unanimously  by 

the  Ghambers  of  Commerce;  but  I  think 

I  aoo.  correct  in  saying  that  in  the  Bill, 

as  originally  framed,  there  was  no  such 

daase.      Seeing  that  objection  is  now 

tajken  to  it  by  the  Attorney  General  on 

behalf  of  the  Government,  and,  as  I  am 

told  it   cannot  possibly  be  conceded,  I 

feel  X  must  not  press  the  point. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

daase  struck  out. 

Olanses  12  and  18  agreed  to,  with 
verbal  ALinendments. 

daase  14  (Local  registration  of  ab- 
stract of  deeds). 

M».  MATJEIOE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
hare  an  Amendment  to  the  clause.  In 
pag;e  4,  line  40,  at  the  end  of  Sub-section 
2,  X  begr  to  move  the  insertion  of  the 
^irords — "This  section  shall  not  apply 
to  Ireland." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4,  line 
40,  at  eod  of  Sub-section  2,  insert  the 


words— ^' This  section  shall  not  apply  to 
Ireland." — {Mr.  Maurice  Healg,) 

Question,  <<  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question,  ''That  the  Clause,  as 
amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Clause  15  (Affidavits). 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Attoeney 
Qenebal,  the  following  Amendments 
made : — In  page  5,  line  3,  after  **  any," 
leave  out ''  Commissioners,"  and  insert 
**  person;"  and  in  page  4,  line  42,  leave 
out  from  "Master  of,"  to  ** or  before," 
in  page  5,  line  3,  and  insert  "  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  in  Eng- 
land or  Ireland." 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Chance,  the 
following  Amendment  made : — In  page  5 , 
line  4,  to  leave  out  "  Court,"  and  insert 
'*  Courts." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  5, 
line  4,  after  **  Judicature,"  insert  the 
words  "Ireland  or  England."— (J/r. 
Chance.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
BiOHABD  Webster)  (Me  of  Wight) :  I 
think  that  is  rendered  unnecessary  by 
my  Amendment  just  passed. 

Me.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  I  do 
not  think  so,  as  I  think  the  hon.  and 
learned  Qentleman  will  find  by  reading 
on  to  the  context. 

Sib  ALBEET  EOLLIT:  May  I, 
as  a  mere  matter  of  drafting,  venture 
to  suggest  that  it  should  read  '*  Eng- 
land or  Ireland  ?  "  This  will  conform 
to  other  clauses. 

Amendment  amended,  and,  as  amended, 
agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  16  (Fees). 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Attobney 
Oenebal,  the  following  Amendments 
made: — In  page  5,  line  13,  after  "1875," 
insert  "  as  regards  England,  and  the 
eighty-fourth  section  of  '  The  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature  (Ireland)  Act,  1877,' 
as  regards  Ireland;"  and  in  line  14, 
leave  out  "this  section,"  and  insert 
"  these  sections  respectively." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  17  (Bules). 
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On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Attorotsy 
Gbnebal,  the  following  Amendment 
made: — In  page  5,  line  19,  leave  out 
'^  and  regulations." 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Ghanob,  the 
following  Amendment  made :  — In  page  5, 
line  20,  after  **  1881,"  insert  **as  re- 
gards England,  and  ^The  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature  (Ireland)  Act,  1877,' 
as  regards  Ireland." 


Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) :  I 
think  the  Committee  will  remember  that 
Clause  4  was  postponed  for  the  purpose 
of  drafting  the  new  clause  which  I  now 
propose  to  substitute.  It  is  practically 
the  same,  with  the  difference  that  in  the 
origmal  clause  there  is  a  mixing  up  of 
the  enacting  and  interpreting  part,  and 
it  was  suggested  that  these  would  be 
better  divided  into  two  clauses,  a  course 
which  recommended  itself  to  the  pro- 
moters. It  was  suggested  by  those  who 
consulted  me,  and  I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  objection  to  the  new  clause.  It 
explains  that  the  Act  should  include  only 
deeds  executed  by  a  debtor  for  the  benefit 
of  his  creditors,  and  by  changing  the  lan- 
guage of  the  fifth  line  I  have  put  this 
beyond  doubt ;  and,  save  this  alteration, 
the  clause  is  the  same  as  the  original 
Clause  4. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Attoritby 
Obkeral,  Postponed  Clause  4  omitted. 

New  Clause : — 

(Application  of  Act.) 

*'(1.)  This  Act  shall  apply  to  every  deed  of 
arrangement  as  defined  in  this  section  executed 
after  the  commencement  of  this  Act." 

(Deeds  to  which  the  Act  applies.) 

**  (2.)  A  deed  of  arrangement  to  which  this 
Act  applies  shall  include  any  of  the  following 
instruments,  whether  under  seal  or  not,  executea 
by,  for,  or  in  respect  of  the  affairs  of  a  debtor 
for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors  generally  (other- 
wise than  in  pursuance  of  the  Law  for  the  time 
being  in  force  relating  to  bankruptcy),  that  is 
to  say: — 

"  (a.)  An  assignment  of  property ; 

*'  (b.)  A  deed  of  or  agreement  for  a  composi- 
tion ;  '*  And  in  cases  where  creditors  of  a  debtor 
obtain  any  control  over  his  property  or  busi- 
ness:— 

,  "(c.)  A  deed  of  inepectorship  entered  into 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  or  winding 
up  a  business ; 

"  (d.)  A  letter  of    license   authorising   the 
debtor  or  any  other  person  to  manage, 


carry  on,  realise,  or  dispose  of  a  business 
with  a  view  to  the  payment  of  debts; 
and 

"  (e.)  Any  agreement  or  instrument  entered 
into  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  or 
winding  up  the  debtor's  business,  or 
authorizing  the  debtor  or  any  other  per- 
son to  manage,  carry  on,  realise,  or  ^s- 
pose  of  the  debtor's  business,  with  a  view 
to  the  payment  of  his  debts."— (Jfir. 
Attomey  OeMrmt,) 

— hrouffhtup,  and  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  added  to  the  Bill. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Attorney 
Oeneral,  the  following  Amendment 
made  : — In  page  5,  after  Clause  17,  in- 
sert the  following  Clause : — 

(Interpretation  terms.) 

'<In  this  Act,  unless  the  context  otherwise 
requires,—'  Court  or  a  Judg^ '  means  the  High 
Court  of  Justice  and  any  Judge  thereof ; '  per- 
son '  includes  a  body  of  persons  corporate  or 
unincorporate ;  '  prescribed '  means  prescribed 
by  rules  to  be  maae  under  this  Act ;  *  property ' 
has  the  same  meaning  as  the  same  expression 
has  in  *  The  Bankruptcy  Act,  1883  ; '  <  Bulea' 
includes  forms." 

Schedule. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Attorkst 
General,  the  Schedule  struck  out  of  the 
Bill. 

Preamble. 

Mr.  chance  :  The  Preamble  re- 
quires  some  slight  amendment,  owing 
to  the  omission  of  the  Schedule  that  has 
just  passed. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Chakce,  the 
following  Amendments  made :  —  In 
page  1,  line  2,  leave  out  the  word 
*'  trader ; "  and  in  line  4,  leave  out  the 
word  ''Act,"  and  insert  the  words 
''  Acts  in  England  and  Ireland." 

Preamble,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported;  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  283.] 

MOTIOirS. 

OYSTER  AND  MUSSEL   FISHHRTBa    PRO« 
VISIONAL  ORDER    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Baron  Henry  De  Worms,  Bill 
to  confirm  an  Order  made  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  under  ''The  Sea  Fiaheriea  Act,  1868,** 
relating  to  Poole  (Wareham  Channel),  ordtr^ 
to  be  brought  in  by  Baron  Henry  I>e  Wonns 
and  Mr.  Jackaon. 

BiXLpretented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BUI  i79.] 
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LOCAL  QOYEBNMENT  PBOVISIOKAL  0BDEB8 

(no.  5.)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Long,  Bill  to  confirm  cer- 
tain Provisional  Orders  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  relating  to  the  Local  Government 
Districts  of  Chesham  and  Hindley,  the  City  of 
Norwich,  and  the  Richmond  and  West  Kent 
Main  Sewerage  Districts,  ordered  to  he  hrought 
in  hy  Mr.  Lcmg  and  Mr.  Ritchie. 
Billi^rM^^  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  280.] 

LOCAL  GOYEENMENT  PROVISIONAL  ORDERS 

(NO.    6)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Long,  Bill  to  confirm  cer- 
tain Provisional  Orders  of  the  local  Govern* 
ment  Board  relating  to  the  City  of  Bath,  the 
Local  Government  Districts  of  Birstal  and 
Dalton-in-Fumess,  the  City  of  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne,  and  the  Borough  of  Southport,  ordered 
to  he  hrought  in  hy  Mr.  Long  and  Mr.  Ritchie. 
BiUpr^t^^,  and  read  the  firot  time.  [Bill  281.] 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL  ORDERS 

(no.    7)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.\Long,lBill  to  confirm  cer- 
tain Provisional  Orders  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  relating  to  the  Borough  of  Black- 
pool, the  Improvement  Act  District  of  Bourne- 
mouth, the  Borough  of  Dewshury  and  the  Local 
Government  District  of  Heckmondwike,  and 
the  Improvement  Act  Districts  of  Milford, 
Rhyl,  and  West  Worthing,  ordered  to  he 
brought  in  hy  Mr.  Long  and  Mr.  Ritchie. 
[Bm presented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  282.] 

LAW  AGENTS  (SCOTLAND)  ACT  (1873) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour,  Bill  to 
amend  *'  The  Law  Agents  (Scotland)  Act, 
1873,"  ordered  to  he  hrought  m  hy  Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfoor,  Sir  Lyon  Playfair,  Dr.  Cameron,  Mr. 
Haldane,  and  Mr.  Edmund  Rohertson. 
Bill  prMm^  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  284.] 

nrXBRMEDIATE  EDUCATION  (WALES) 

(no.   2)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Mundella,  Bill  to  promote 
Intermediate  Education  in  Wales,  ordered  to  he 
broo^ht  in  by  Mr.  Mundella,  Mr.  Osborne 
Morgan,  Mr.  Richard,  Sir  Hussev  Vivian,  Mr. 
Bathbone,  Mr.  Stuart  Rendel,  and  Mr.  William 
Abraham. 
BUlpreeentedf  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  285.] 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
before  Three  o'clock. 
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PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 


MANCHESTER  SHIP  CANAL  BILL. 

MOTION    FOE    LEAVE.      FIRST    READING. 

Mr.  HOULDSWOETH  (Manchester, 
N.W.) :  I  beg  to  move— 

'*That  the  Standing  Orders  he  suspended, 
and  that  leave  he  given  to  hring  in  a  Bill  to 
enahle  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Company  to 
raise  a  portion  of  their  capital  hy  means  of  pre- 
ference shares,  and  that  Mr.  Houldsworth,  Mr. 
Jacoh  Bright,  Sir  James  Fergusson,  Sir  Henry 
Roscoe,  the  Honourable  Alan  de  Tatton  Egerton, 
Mr.  Addison,  and  Mr.  Elliott  Lees  do  prepare 
and  bring  it  in.** 

Mr.  WHITLEY  (Liverpool,  Ever- 
ton) :  I  object  to  the  Motion. 

Mr.  SPEAKEE:  This  is  not  a  stage 
of  a  Bill,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  will 
perceive ;  but  it  is  only  a  Motion  for  the 
suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders. 
When  the  Question  is  put,  the  hon. 
Member  can  take  any  action  in  regard 
to  it  which  he  thinks  proper,  but  he  can- 
not secure  the  postponement  of  the 
Motion  by  simply  objecting  to  it. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  the  Standing  Orders  he  suspended, 
and  that  leave  he  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
enable  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Company  to 
raise  a  portion  of  their  capital  by  means  of  pre- 
ference shares,  and  that  Mr.  Houldsworth,  Mr. 
Jacob  Bright,  Sir  James  Fergusson,  Sir  Henry 
Roscoe,  the  Honourable  Alan  de  Tatton  Egerton, 
Mr.  Addison,  and  Mr.  Elliott  Lees  do  prepare 
and  bring  it  in.*' — {Mr,  Houldsworth,) 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
Perhaps  some  Member  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  make  a  statement  to 
the  House  in  regard  to  this  very  impor- 
tant matter.  I  presume  that  the  object 
of  the  Bill  is  to  enable  interest  to  be 
paid  out  of  capital. 

Mr.  HOULDSWOETH:  The  Motion 
which.  I  have  ventured  to  propose  is  one 
of  a  very  simple  character,  and  I  think 
I  can,  in  a  very  few  words,  place  the 
House  in  full  possession  of  the  facts  of 
the  case.  The  House  will  be  aware  that 
the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Bill  was 
passed  by  Parliament  two  years  ago  for 
the  construction  of  an  important  under- 
taking which,  is  considered  of  vital  im- 
portance to  the  interests  of  Lancashire. 
During  that  time  efforts  had  been  made 
to  raise  the  necessary  capital,  and  I  am 
not  here  to*day  to  say  to  the  House  that 
those  efforts  have  in  the  slighest  degree 
been  unsuccessful.  On  the  contrary,  I 
am  in  a  position  to  say  that  very  nearly 

2X 


CmuiBiU. 


13«8 


1347  mncheri^Ship  {COMMONS} 

,.     -v  J    :- 1 ;.  not    under   the   circumstances,    an 
£4.000.000   have    been  eub«^ibed    m   «  not^^^  txnder^^^  _^^^^^^ 


House  that  tliis  is  a 


tekine.  involving  a  sum  o^  not  less  than    "^onld  be  adopted  now ,  ^^^ 

rS AOOO.  ofwhieh  £8.000.000  a^  to    H^^^^Jf  ^^'mo^w  upo^^  the  Motion 
be  shar;  capital,  and  £2.000,000  ^or-    bexng  token  to  mo^    ^^^  ^  ^^^ 


rowed  capital. 

The  chairman  of 


COMMITTEES    should  be  postponed  f^^^  tlJ^^Znon 


am  unwuiiuK  vj  iiiicii«^«  v„^  -^-. 

her.  but,  perhaps,  ^e J^jjl  »"«7„rwm  I  nothing^TAem'uitif.bymere-acddent 
make  a  suggestion,  wluch  I  think  '^ "  S^^^^^^,^  them  when  I  opened  my 
save  the  time  of  the  House,  and  wiU  ^  *«^^^  papers  this  morning, 
only  involve  a  very_shortstotement  ft«m   Pariiam^^^  ^^^  «« '"^^'t^, 

JSr.   S  th'e  question  knew  notW    about 


me. 


I  see  that  there  are 


down  on  the  Paper  in  reference 
Bill  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Membe 
The  first  is  for  the  suspension  of  the 
Standine  Orders,  in  order  to  enable  the 
Bill  to  be  brought  in.  The  second  is 
lor  the  suspension  of  further  Standing 
Orders,  so  that  a  Motion  may  be  made 
''  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  first  time ; " 
and  the  third  is  a  Motion  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill.  Now,  the  first  and 
second  of  these  stages  may  be  taken  to- 
day without  provoking  much  discussion  ; 
but  the  third  stage  cannot  be  taken  if 
any  Member  objects  to  it,  and  must  of 
necessity  go  over  until  to-morrow.  No 
doubt,  when  that  Motion  is  made,  there 
will  be  a  discussion  upon  it,  and  therefore 
I  think  it  may  be  for  the  convenience  of 
the  House  to  agree  to  the  present  Mo- 
tion, and  to  permit  the  first  and  second 
staffes  of  the  Bill  to  be  taken,  on  the 
understanding  that  the  discussion  upon 
the  whole  merits  of  the  Bill  will  be 
taken  on  the  Motion  to  read  the  Bill  a 
second  time.  The  Motion  to  suspend 
the  Standing  Orders  in  order  to  enable 
the  Bill  to  be  brought  in  is  in  itself  a 
matter  of  some  importance ;  but  I  think 
the  first  and  second  Motions  may  be 
agreed  to,  in  order  to  save  the  time  of 
the  House.     The  discussion,  which  I 

S resume  will  relate  to  the  financial  oon- 
ition  of  the  concern,  can  be  fittingly 
taken  on  the  proposal  to  read  the  Bill  a 
second  time. 

Mb.  HOULDSWORTH  :  I  am  per- 
fectly  ready  to  assent  to  the  course  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  Member  being  taken. 
Me.  SINCLAIR  (Falkirk,  &c.) :  Be- 
fore  that  proposal  is  accepted  by  the 
House,  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  or 
two.  I  think  that  the  proposal  made 
by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Meana 

Mr.  Soukhtcorth 


^his  Bi^fand  I  Think  it  is  3^i-bjB 
^-/.t  ample  time  should  be  afforded  for 
*^*^enngit.    Therefore,  I  hope  the 
conslE-  ^^1^  adopting  the  suggestioa 
HouserSZb  airman  of  Ways  and  Means, 
of  the  CU^\t  to  this  extent,  that  it  wiU 
will  modifyrtiji  No.  4  for  the  second 
adjourn  MotJcT  >ek. 
reading  for  a  we^ BRIGHT  (Manchester, 

Me.  JACOB  L*  e  House  will  consent 
S.W.) :  I  hope  th\  ihich  has  been  made 
to  the  suggestion  ^i^r  for  Bodmin  (Mr. 
by  the  hon.  MembeV  y  motive  for  press- 
Courtney).    The  onlj^  rapidly  is  that  the 
ing  this  Bill  forward  Vst  no  time  left  at 
promoters  have  almoY^  absolutely  neces- 
their  disposal.     It  is  Vjo  whole  of  their 
sary  for  them  to  raise  tlj     August,  or  the 
capital  before  the  dth  oh  vpse.    They  see 
whole  scheme  will  collar,  they  can  obtain 
their  way  to  raising  it,if\  ^  given  by  this 
the  powers  proposed  to  blo^r  will  then  be 
Bill,  and  the  wnole^mattcL  i  discussion  on 
settled.    If,  however,  tharbstponed  for  a 
the  second  reading  is  p((^hiperil  the  sue* 
week,  it  will  very  much  ill 
cess  of  the  echeme.  \  ^thb  BOARD 

Thb  SECRETARY  to  Ld,DB  Woems) 
OF    TRADE    (Baron    H.  U   :  I  think  it 
(Liverpool,  East  Toxteth)^  '  ience  of  the 
would  be  for  the  conven'i     of  this    im- 
House   that    a  measure    lo  opened    from 
portance    should    be    posh    *  lek.     I    ®*' 
to-day   imtil   this    day  wA      ^ard  to  the 
press  no   opinion  with   re^fciiB.\)iit  I  may 
merits  of  the   Bill   itself;  kiuXember   for 
point    out   to    the    hon.    JyL  ^,  Houlds- 
North-West  Manchester  rMVthrfrade  have 
worth)  that  the  Board  of  'Ab  ^he  Bill  was 
had  no  notice  whatever  that  jr**^  questions 
coming  on,  and  as  it  involvcP"^^  cannot  con- 
of  enormous  importance,  I '      *  mab  9k  m^t^ 
sent  to  any  arrangement  to** 
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tor  of  suoli  great  magnitude  through 
the  House  without  Notice. 

Mr.  WHITLEY :  The  proposal  now 
made  by  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Houlds- 
worth)  on  behalf  of  the  promoters  of 
this  Bill  is  one  of  the  most  serious  which 
can  occupy  the  attention  of  this  House. 
My  hon.  Friend  proposes,  by  the  Bill, 
to  enable  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal 
Company  to  raise  a  portion  of  their 
capital  by  means  of  preference  shares 
upon  the  undertaking  which  has  already 
received  the  sanction  of  Parliament.  I 
will  remind  the  House  that  when  the 
Company  introduced  their  measure 
originaUy,  they  failed  to  carry  it,  and 
when  it  was  subsequently  submitted  to 
a  Select  Committee,  the  Committee  made 
it  a  condition  upon  which  the  consent  of 
Parliament  should  be  given  to  the 
Bill,  that  the  Company  should  raise 
£5,000,000  of  capital  before  com- 
mencing their  works.  At  the  present  mo- 
ment, according  to  a  statement  contained 
in  a  paper  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  the 
Company  have  only  raised  £3,000,000, 
and  they  now  propose  to  alter  the 
whole  of  the  conditions  which  were 
made  with  them  by  the  Committee  when 
they  granted  the  Bill.  They  propose, 
in  fact,  to  raise  a  portion  of  their 
capital  by  preference  shares  in  connec- 
tion with  an  undertaking  in  regard  to 
which  the  original  capital  has  not  been 
tfubscribed.  Now,  I  venture  to  think 
that  such  a  proposition  was  never  before 
made  to  this  House,  and  I  think  it  is 
one  which  really  requires  a  g^eat  deal 
I  f'^  of  serious  consideration  before  the  House 
2''^^v  consents  to  sanction  so  new  and  so  im- 
ed  ^^  portajit  a  principle,  and  to  suspend  the 
^^-otandicg  Orders  in  a  way  that  has 
^"never  been  previously  proposed.  The 
^  '^  ^judertaking  given  by  the  Company 
^>^  'Irliea  they  obtained  their  Bill  was  that 
^  ^oy  woidd  raise  a  capital  of  £5,000,000 
>T  ^  t  advance  before  they  proceeded  to 
T>  J^  «nioenoe  their  works,  and  power  was 
^z^^^'^en  to  them  to  pay  interest  out  of 
»ital  while  the  works  were  in  course 
rcooBtruction.  Not  content  with  that 
'ileg^e,  they  are  now  seeking  to  in- 
lace  a  new  principle,  and  one  which 
be  regarded  as  even  more  objec- 
,ble,  and  that  is  the  principle  of 
^t^g*  money  by  means  of  preference 
>  1x  upon  an  engagement  to  pay  in- 
.^X^  ,^_^^  ^  out  of  the  original  capital.    I  do 


'*oj: 


^.  - 


r?f 


■I 


that  this  is  a  very  serious  matter. 


My  hon.  Friend  asks  the  House  to  sus^ 
pend  its  Standing  Orders  in  order  to 
enable  this  Bill  to  be  brought  in,  and  if 
that  proposal  is  assented  to»  the  effect 
will  be  to  take  away  from  the  Standing 
Order  Committee  their  power  and  duty 
of  expressing  an  opinion  upon  the  mea- 
sure. I  certainly  cannot  help  thinking 
that  this  House,  without  possessing  the 
slightest  knowledge  whatever  of  the 
matter,  should  not  be  asked  to  suspend 
the  whole  of  its  Standing  Orders.  It 
is  a  very  dangerous  principle  which  nay 
hon.  Friend  proposes  to  introduce.  I, 
therefore,  feel  it  a  sense  of  duty  to  move 
the  rejection  of  the  proposition  which 
has  been  made  by  my  hon.  Friend. 

Mr.  speaker  :  It  is  not  necessary 
to  move  the  rejection  of  the  Motion. 
The  question  is — **That  the  Standing 
Orders  be  suspended,"  and  that  Motion 
may  be  met  by  a  negative. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  feel  it  right  to 
say  that,  although  I  asked  some  Member 
of  the  Government  to  make  a  statement 
in  reference  to  the  matter,  I  take  no  ob- 
jection to  the  proposal. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  ''That 
the  Standing  Orders  be  suspended,  and 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  first 
time," — {^Mr.  Mouldsworth,)  —  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  HOULDS WOETH  (Manchester, 
N.W.):  I  now  beg  to  move — "That 
Standing  Orders  62,  204,  223,  and  235 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time."  I  am  very  anxious 
to  proceed  with  the  Bill  as  rapidly  as 
possible ;  but  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
proposal  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means  that  the  discussion  on  the  Motion 
for  the  second  reading  should  be  taken 
to-morrow. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**That  Standing  Orders  62,  204,  223, 
and  235  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  read  a  second  time." — {Mr. 
Mouldsworth,) 

The  CHAIEMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(Mr.  Courtney)  (Cornwall,  Bodmin) : 
If  the  Motion  for  the  second  reading  is 
objected  to  by  any  hon.  Member  it  must 
of  necessity  stand  over. 

MB.HOULDSWOETH:  The  sugges- 
tion made  by  the  hon.  Member  was  that 
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it  should  stand  over  until  to-morrow; 
and,  although  I  should  have  preferred 
to  take  the  second  reading  now,  I 
will  make  no  objection  to  that  course 
being  adopted .  Another  suggestion  has, 
however,  been  made  by  the  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade — namely,  that  the 
second  reading  be  postponed  until  this 
day  week.  I  shall  be  perfectly  ready  to 
accept  a  compromise,  and  postpone  the 
Motion  until  Monday.  It  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  make  rapid  pro- 
gress with  the  Bill.  I  believe  the  matter 
stands  in  this  position — That  the  whole 
capital  for  this  important  undertaking 
can  be  raised  if  we  pass  the  Bill  within 
the  next  two  or  three  weeks.  If  it  is 
postponed  beyond  that  time,  and  the 
powers  of  the  promoters  should  lapse, 
the  whole  of  the  enormous  expenditure 
which  has  been  incurred  in  getting  the 
Bill  through  Parliament  will  be  entirely 
thrown  away.  I  should,  therefore,  be 
glad  to  make  this  compromise.  I  have 
no  wish  in  any  way  to  take  the  House 
by  surprise ;  and  if  the  promoters  had 
not  been  driven  into  a  corner  it  would 
not  have  been  necessary  to  press  forward 
this  Bill. 

Me.  JOHN  MOELEY  (Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne):  I  think  that  the  compro- 
mise suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
North- West  Manchester  is  a  perfectly 
reasonable  one.  I  know  it  is  possible  that 
the  right  hon.  G-entleman  opposite  may 
object  to  the  time  of  the  House  being 
consumed  on  Monday  in  a  discussion 
upon  a  Private  Bill,  but  I  am  informed 
by  those  who  ought  to  know,  that  the 
time  likely  to  be  occupied  in  this  busi- 
ness will  not  be  very  long.  If  a  further 
delay  is  insisted  upon,  it  may  be  fatal  to 
the  Bill,  and,  therefore,  I  hope  the  Go- 
vernment will  consent  to  the  course  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  Member. 

Baeon  HENRY  DE  WORMS:  I 
have  no  wish  to  offer  any  factious  oppo- 
sition to  the  measure ;  but  the  matter  is 
one  of  very  g^eat  importance,  not  only 
to  the  House,  but  to  the  Department 
with  which  I  am  immediately  concerned. 
The  Board  of  Trade  has  never  been  con- 
sulted at  all  in  regard  to  the  Bill.  The 
first  notice  I  had  was  when  I  saw  this 
morning  the  three  Motions  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  North- West  Manchester  on 
the  Paper.  No  notice  whatever  had 
previously  been  given  to  the  Board  of 
Trade.  I  might  have  met  the  hon.  Mem- 

Mr.  ffouidsworih 


ber's  proposals  by  moving  that  the  Bill 
be  referred  to  the  Examiners,  or  to  the 
Standing  Order  Committee.  I  do  not 
wish  to  act  in  any  unreasonable  way ; 
but  I  think  that  it  is  only  fair  to  ask 
for  a  week's  time  in  order  that  both  the 
Oovernment  and  the  House  may  take 
this  very  important  measure  into  con- 
sideration. Under  these  circumstances, 
I  do  not  think  that  I  ought  to  consent 
to  the  compromise  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Member'. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton) : 
I  trust  that  the  Government  will  accept 
the  proposal  to  take  the  second  reading 
on  Monday.  The  Gt>vemment  them- 
selves admit  the  importance  of  the  mea- 
sure, but  its  importance  rests  upon  the 
financial  arrangements  proposed ;  and, 
seeing  that  even  a  few  days  delay  may 
imperil  the  whole  scheme,  and  that  it 
may  be  equally  satisfactorily  dealt  with 
on  Monday  as  on  Wednesday,  I  trust 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  will 
give  way. 

Babon  HENRY  DE  WORMS:  With 
the  indulgence  of  the  House,  I  will  say 
that,  on  the  clear  and  distinct  under- 
standing that  the  discussion  upon  the 
Bill  wiU  not  occupy  a  long  time  on 
Monday,  the  Government  will  consent 
to  its  being  taken  on  that  day. 

Debate  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 
Q UE8TI0N. 

COAL    MINES— THE    COLLIERY   ACCI- 
DENT AT  MOTHERWELL. 

Mr.  D.  CRAWFORD  (Lanark,  N.E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  a  Question,  of 
which  I  have  given  him  private  Notice, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  coal  pit  accident  at  Motherwell, 
by  which  three  men  were  killed  and 
others  injured  ;  and  whether  he  would 
cause  an  immediate  inspection  to  l>e 
made  as  to  the  cause  of  the  accident  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.):  I  onlj^ 
know  of  this  accident  from  what  I  have 
seen  in  the  newspapers.  I  have  not  yet 
received  any  official  information ;  but  I 
have  telegraphed  to  the  Inspector  to  at 
once  inspect  the  colliery,  and  to  make  an 
immediate  Report. 
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ORDERS    OF  TEE  DAT. 

CRIMINAL  LAW  AMENDMENT  (HtE- 

LAND)  BILL.— [Bill  217.] 
[Mr,  A,  J.  Balfour f  Mr,  Seeretary  MatthewSf  Mr, 
Attorney  Otneral,  Mr,   Attorney  General  for 
Ireland,) 

COMMITTEE.    IProgrest  6ih  June.'] 

[fOUKTEENTH  NIGHl'.] 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Special  Juky  and  BEMovAii  of  Teial. 
Clause  3  (Order  for  special  jury). 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.), 
in  moving  as  an  Amendment  in  page  3, 
to  leave  out  in  line  15  to  lino  18,  inclu- 
sive, the  words — 

'*  Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  law 
relating  to  the  place  of  trial  of  offences  com- 
mitted in  Ireland,  for  securing  more  fair  and 
impartial  trials,  and  for  relieving  jurors  from 
danger  to  their  lives,  proi>€rt7,  and  business, 
he  it  enacted — " 

said :   The  passage  to  which  I  object 
precedes  the  enacting  part  of  the  clause 
as  a  preamble.    The  statements  con- 
tained in  it  are  false  and  absurd,  and  as 
this  preamble  does  not  afifect  the  enact- 
ing part  of  the  clause,  I  think  it  may 
well  be  omitted.    The  (3^vernment  pro- 
pose to  secure  the  trial  of  persons  charged 
with  political  offences  by  one  section  of 
the  community  in  Ireland,  and  they  de- 
clare in  this  preamble  that  it  may  be 
expedient  to  change  the  venue  in  order 
to  secure  more  fair  and  impartial  trials, 
and  to  relieve  jurors  from  danger  to 
their    lives,    property,    and    business. 
Whatever  view  may  be  taken  of  the 
necessity  of  securing  more  fair  and  im- 
partial trials,  the  pretence  that  this  Bill 
will  relieve  jurors  from  danger  to  their 
llTes,  property,  and  business  is  ridicu- 
loos,  because  in  no  case,  with  one  ex- 
ception, throughout  the  entire  history  of 
Ireland,  has  any  juror  been  subjected  to 
injury  or  harm  in  consequence  of  having 
acted  as  a  juror.    That  one  case  is  all 
the  Qt>vemment  have  to  go  upon,  and 
no  other  juryman  who  has  given  a  ver- 
dict in  favour  of  the  Crown,  either  in 
1848,  1865-6-7,  1870,  or  in  the  three 
years  of  the  last  Crimes  Act,  although 
hundreds  of  jurymen  have  been  con- 
oemed,  has  ever  sustained  injury.    In 
the  case  of  the  solitary  juryman  who 
attadced — Mr.  Field — the  men  were 


{JwJi  S,  1887}    Amendmrnt  (Ireland)  Rill.  1354 

caught  and  hanged.  Therefore  I  main- 
tain that  to  ask  the  Committee  to  place 
on  the  Statute  Book  a  formal  declara- 
tion of  this  kind  without  the  slightest 
pretence  for  it  is  asking  a  great  deal  too 
much.  It  will  not  add  one  hair's  breadth 
to  the  enacting  provisions  of  the  Bill, 
nor  can  it  accomplish  any  good  object 
the  Government  can  have  in  view.  To 
ask  the  Irish  Members  quietly  to  assent 
to  a  useless  and  needless  libel  upon  their 
countrymen  is  to  ask  them  to  do  what  it 
is  impossible  for  them  to  do.  No  doubt 
Her  Majesty's  Oovemment  may  force 
the  Committee  to  accept  this  preamble, 
for  they  have  their  majority  and  can  do 
very  much  as  they  Uke.  Nowadays, 
except  in  the  case  of  legislation  intro- 
duced by  some  amateur,  the  old  prac- 
tice of  prefacing  a  Bill  with  a  pre- 
amble has  been  altogether  abandoned. 
I  believe  the  last  instance  was  the  case 
of  the  Hares  and  Babbits  Bill.  No- 
body nowadays  thinks  of  inserting  a 
preamble  in  a  Bill,  and  unless  the  Go- 
vernment are  proud  of  their  own  drafting, 
the  least  they  ought  to  do  is  to  omit 
this  preamble.  I  therefore  hope  the 
Government  will  accept  my  Amendment. 
In  Ireland,  there  is  not  one  man  in  20 
who  possesses  the  qualification  of  a  com- 
mon juror,  and  there  is  not  one  in  50— 
I  believe  the  exact  number  is  one  in  64 
— who  possesses  the  qualification  of  a 
special  juror.  I  think  it  is  quite  enough 
to  ask  us  to  leave  in  the  hands  of  this 
gang  of  landlords  and  land  agents  the 
power  of  trying  the  cases  which  will 
arise  under  the  provisions  of  this 
measure,  but  to  ask  us  to  aaaentproformd 
to  this  libel  upon  our  countrymen  is 
asking  a  great  deal  too  much.  The  Go- 
vernment, in  this  measure,  are  seeking 
to  entrust  the  lives  and  liberties  of  the 
Irish  people  to  the  members  of  secret 
societies,  in  the  hope  that  by  that  means 
they  may  practically  stamp  out  those 
liberties,  and  it  is  a  gross  absurdity  to 
call  upon  us  to  assent  that  trials  by  jury 
in  Ireland  are  unfair  and  impartial,  and 
that  a  necessity  exists  for  relieving 
jurors  from  danger  to  their  lives, 
property,  and  business.  I  beg  to  move 
the  omission  of  the  first  four  lines  of  the 
preamble. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
from  the  word  **  Whereas,"  in  page  3, 
in  line  15,  to  the  words  ''  be  it  enacted," 
both  inclusive,  in  line  18. — {Mr.  T.  if. 
Mealy.) 

IFourteenth  Ni^ht.2 
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Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause.'' 

The  chief  SECEETAEY  foe  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.   A.    J.    Balfour)    (Man- 
Chester,  E.):  The  Government  have  no 
objection  to  raise  to  the  course  which 
the    hon.    and    learned    Member    has 
pursued.     They  can  quite   understand 
that  the   hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
feels  it  his  duty  to  make  a  protest  against 
this  preamble,  but  there  is  nothing  un- 
usual in  prefacing  a  clause  by  a  pre- 
amble.    In  the  present  case,  the  pre- 
amble explains  one  of  the  chief  grounds 
upon  which  the  Government  ask  that  the 
Bill  should  become  law.    The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  appears    to    think 
that  persons  who  serve  in  Ireland  as 
jurymen  run  no  risk,  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  says  it  is  an  historical 
fact  that  no  juryman  has  run  any  danger 
to  his  life,  property,  and  business  by 
acting  according  to  his  oath  in  the  jury 
box.    The  hon.  and  learned  Member  is 
perfectly  aware   that  the  Government 
have  always  laid  it  down  that  one  of  the 
chief  gprounds  justifying  the  Bill  is  that 
a  fair  trial  cannot  be  obtained  at  the 
hands  of  a  jury  in  Ireland.     [Oim  of 
'*0h,  oh!"]    Yes,  that  is  one  of  the 
grounds  for  the  introduction  of  this  Bill. 
There  is,  therefore,  nothing  new  in  the 
declaration  we  have  put  on  the  face  of 
the  Bill,  and  experience  proves  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  provisions  of  the  cha- 
racter of  those  contained  in  this  clause. 
Experience    obtained    under    previous 
Crimes  Acts,  and  experience  obtained 
every  year  at  the  Criminal  Assizes  held 
in  Ireland,  has  abundantly  proved  that 
if  you  want  to  have  justice  done  by  a 
jury  in  Ireland  a  change  of  venue  is 
absolutely  necessary.     That  being  our 
view — a  view  supported  by  experience 
in  Ireland  extending  over  a  good  many 
years — I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  to 
modify  this  clause,  nor  do  I  see  any 
adequate  ground  for  withdrawing  the 
preamble,    which  clearly  explains    the 
grounds  upon  which  the  Bill  has  been 
introduced. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  I  presume,  by  way  of  a 
pleasant  interlude,  dropped  one  impor- 
tant expression — namely,  that  he  does 
not  see  any  grounds  for  modifying  the 
clause.  Are  we  then  to  understand  that 
in  this  question   the    opinion   of   the 


Unionist  Members  is  to  be  disregarded  ? 
Are  we  to  understand  that  although 
Lord  Derby,  one  of  the  chief  Unionist 
supporters  of  the  Government,  has  de- 
clared that  the  exportation  clause  to 
England  is  an  absurd  provision — are 
we  to  understand  that  in  the  judgment 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  no  atten- 
tion ought  to  be  paid  to  the  views  of  the 
noble  Lord  and  his  brother  Unionists  ? 
This  clause  declares — 

**  Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  law 
relating  to  the  place  of  trial  of  oflfentet  com- 
mitted in  Ireland,  for  securing  more  fair  and 
impartial  trials,  and  for  relieving  jurors  from 
danger  to  their  lives,  property,  and  business.** 

I  wish  to  ask  the  Government  whether 
this  is  the  way  they  mean  to  defend  the 
clause — namely,  by  simply  dropping  a 
statement  from  the  mouth  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  that 
they  neither  intend  to  withdraw  this 
preamble,  or  any  other  part  of  the  clause. 
This  statement  certainly  conflicts  with 
the  assertion  which  has  been  prominently 
put  forward  as  to  an  understanding  be- 
tween the  Liberal  Unionists  and  the 
Government  in  reference  to  the  change 
of  venue  to  England.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  tells  us 
that  the  Government  do  not  see  their 
way  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  preamble 
or  any  other  part  of  the  clause.    In 
making  that  statement,  does  the  right 
Gentleman  mean  to  forestall  the  discus- 
sion of  the  2nd  sub-section  of  the  clause  ? 
Is  he  now  announcing  the  determination 
of  the  Cabinet ;  and  if  so,  do  they  intend 
to  make  it  a  vital  matter  ?    Of  course, 
if    they  make  it    a  vital  matter,    the 
Unionists  will  abstain  from  opposing 
them.     So  elastic  are  their  consciencest 
that  they  will  vote  against  any  proposal 
which  the  Government  assert  to  De  a 
vital  matter. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:   I  certainly 
did  not  intend  to  convey  that  the  Gk)- 
vernment  would  not  accept  an  Amend- 
ment in  any  part  of  the  clause.     Wliat 
I  intended  to  say,  and  what  I  adhere  to, 
is  that  we  must  disclaim  any  intentioa 
of  abandoning  the  principle  embodied 
in  the  preamble  of  the  clause,  and  in 
the  clause  itself,  that  a  change  of  venne 
under  certain    circumstances    is    abso- 
lutely necessary. 

Mb.  BEADLAUGH  (Northampton) : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  saystiu^tito 
Government  can  see  no  adequl9 
for  abandoning  this  premMib'.r 
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try  to  give  them  one,  and  that  adequate 
reason  is  that  the  withdrawal  of  the 
preamble  would  save  the  whole  of  this 
discussion  without  in  any  fashion  chang- 
ing the  Bill.  The  preamble  is  no  por- 
tion of  the  enacting  part  of  the  Bill  at 
all.  The  enacting  part  would  be  equally 
effective  without  it.  It  contains  a  num- 
ber of  statements  which  are  naturally 
disputed  on  this  side,  although  they  are 
affirmed  by  the  OovernmeAt.  If  the 
Government  insists  on  having  these 
statements  retained  in  the  Bill,  it  will 
be  only  fair  that  we  should  discuss,  one 
by  one,  whether  they  are  true  or  not.  I 
maintain  that  the  Bill  would  be  just  as 
effective  without  these  four  lines,  and 
would  be  just  as  complete,  good  or  bad. 
They  add  nothing  whatever  to  the  Bill, 
and  are  mere  verbiage* 

Mr.   DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  quite 
ag^ee  with  the  argument  of  the  non. 
Member  for  Northampton  (Mr.  Brad- 
laugh).     It  may  appear  to  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman  the    Chief    Secretary 
desirable  for  this  Committee  to  affirm 
the  statements  contained  in  the  clause 
in  regard  to  Irish  juries ;  but  if  the  Go- 
vernment are  determined  to  insist  upon 
that,  then  we,  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
are  equally  determined  to  discuss  them. 
What  earthly  object  can  the  Govern- 
ment have  in  adding  to  the  general 
offensiveness  of  the  measure,  and  placing 
on  record,  as  a  sort  of  historical  propo* 
sition,  a  declaration  of  this  character? 
I   should  have  supposed  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  quite  enough  on  their 
hands  without  insisting  upon  the  affir- 
mation of  propositions  with  regard  to 
the  past  history  of  Ireland.    I  should 
have  thought  they  would  have  desired 
to  proceed  with  the  remaining  parts  of 
the  Bill.     It  seems,  however,  that  there 
is  not  enough  to  satisfy  them  without 
insisting  upon  pressing  forward  these 
offensive  and  oostructive  propositions. 
I  am  perfectly  ready  to  enter  into  the 
questions    from     the    historical  stand- 
point.    It  is  alleged  in  this  preamble — 

«<  'Wliereas  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  law 
relating  to  the  place  of  trial  of  offences  com? 
mitted  in  Ireland,  for  securing  more  fair  and 
impartial  trials,  and  for  relieving  jurors  from 
danger  to  their  lives,  property,  and  business.'* 

But  did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  attempt  to  instance  a 
maglB  case  where  there  has  been  danger 

^Sa^nry  to  the  '-^ ' ^"''' 

-       "^  ^^  lercion 


Act  was  not  in  force?  In  Ireland, 
whenever  you  have  found  the  life,  pro- 
perty, or  business  of  a  juror  in  danger, 
it  has  always  been  when  the  country 
has  been  governed  by  exceptional  laws. 
In  no  part  of  the  history  of  Ireland  is 
there  the  smallest  evidence  of  intimida- 
tion having  been  practised  towards 
jurors  when  the  law  administered  in 
Ireland  was  the  same  law  which  was 
being  administered  in  England.  There- 
fore, it  is  only  natural  that  we  should 
feel  a  great  and  strong  objection  to 
having  such  a  statement  as  this  placed 
on  record  in  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  and 
that  it  should  be  accepted  as  proved  by 
this  Committee.  I  am  astonished  to 
find  that  Members  of  the  Government 
are  not  more  desirous  of  giving  real 
information  to  their  Friends  upon  this 
complicated  and  difficult  Irish  Question* 
I  should  have  thought  that  they  would 
have  been  anxious  to  g^ve  accurate  in- 
formation upon  the  question,  instead  of 
displaying  their  ignorance  in  this  blind 
and  stupid  fashion.  If  they  intend  to 
continue  in  this  course,  I  am  afraid  it 
will  never  be  possible  to  bring  about  a 
termination  of  this  eternal  Irish  Ques- 
tion. Let  hon.  Members  look  to  the 
debates  which  took  place  in  this  House 
in  the  years  1838  and  1839,  when  Lord 
John  Bussell  was  the  Leader  of  the 
Liberal  Party,  and  when  he  was  resist* 
ing  the  attempt  then  made  to  enforce 
coercion.  The  only  four  years  in  the 
history  of  Ireland,  since  the  Union, 
during  which  coercion  was  abandoned 
and  the  jury  system  was  administered 
as  it  is  administered  in  England,  accord- 
ing to  the  testimony  of  Sir  Thomas  Drum- 
mond,  the  Irish  Secretary  of  that  period, 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  Lord  John  Bussell,  and  the 
whole  Executive,  were  years  of  pro- 
gressive improvement.  According  to 
the  testimony  of  those  gentlemen,  from 
the  day  and  hour  in  which  the  system  of 
packing  juries  and  unfairly  administer- 
ing the  law  ceased,  crime  steadily,  and 
even  rapidly,  decreased.  I  think  it  was 
in  March,  1839,  that  the  experiment  of 
administering  die  Jury  Law  in  Ireland 
as  it  is  administered  in  England  was, 
for  the  first  time,  undertaken,  and  the 
experiment  was  crowned  with  the  most 
complete  success.  Indeed,  a  condition 
of  things  was  brought  about  under  the 
new  system  for  a  parallel  to  which  we 
must  look  in  vain  under  the  working 
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of  Ooeroion  Acts.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
monstrous  thing  for  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Ghief  Secretary  to  introduce 
into  this  measure  a  declaration  as  to  the 
past  history  of  Ireland  which  will  place 
on  record  the  assertion  that  in  the  opi- 
nion of  this  FarliameDt  it  is  necessary 
and  expedient  to  protect  the  lives  of 
Irish  jurors  when  we  have  on  record 
in  the  most  undeniable  manner  that 
during  the  only  four  years  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  century  that  the  Jury 
Law  of  Ireland  was  administered  in  the 
same  spirit  as  the  Jury  Law  in  England 
the  Executive  and  the  Ministers  respon- 
sible to  the  people  of  this  country  for 
the  Government  of  Ireland  declared  that 
there  had  been  gpreat  progressive  im- 
provement in  the  administration  of  law 
and  justice,  and  that  the  success  of  the 
experiment  fully  confirmed  the  hopes  that 
were  entertained  of  it.  Is  it  either  just 
or  reasonable  to  expect  that  we  shall 
quietly  submit  to  the  gratuitous  insult 
directed  against  us  for  which  the  Go- 
vernment can  allege  no  reason  whatever? 
Her  Majesty's  Ministers  are  not  content 
with  forging  chains  for  the  Irish  people, 
but  they  desire  to  insult  them  into  the 
bargain. 

Me.  MAURICE  HEALY  fCork): 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) 
last  night  wished,  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment, to  make  a  statement  in  regard 
to  the  whole  of  this  clause,  which  state- 
ment you,  Mr.  Courtney,  ruled  to  be  out 
of  Order.  But  he  refuses  to  do  so  now 
that  we  are  dealing  with  a  preamble, 
which,  seeing  that  it  raises  the  whole 
question  of  the  clause,  would  afford  a  le- 
gitimate opportunity  for  doing  so.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  persistently  refuses 
to  tell  us  what  the  intentions  of  the  Go- 
vernment are.  I  object  to  this  preamble 
for  three  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  be- 
cause it  is  a  lie  on  the  face  of  it.  It 
alleges  that  under  the  present  law  Irish 
jurors  are  unable  to  discharge  their 
duties  without  endangering  their  lives, 
property,  and  business.  Upon  that  state 
of  facts  we  take  absolute  and  complete 
issue  with  the  Government,  and  we  assert 
in  support  of  our  position  the  unques- 
tionable fact  that  in  no  instance  but  one 
— namely,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Field,  has 
any  injury  eiter  occurred  to  any  juror  in 
Ireland  in  consequence  of  his  conduct  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty  in  the  jury 
box.    It  must  also  be  remembered  that 

Mr.  Dillon 


in  the  case  of  that  Gentleman  he  was  a 
juryman  selected  under  the  Crimes  Act 
of  1882,  and  under  a  system  which  this 
Bill  seeks  to  carry  even  still  further.  No 
doubt,  Mr.  Field  did  suffer  injury  in  con- 
sequence of  his  action  as. a  juror;  but 
the  criminals  in  that  case  were  promptly 
and  speedily  brought  to  justice  and 
punished.  Therefore,  the  allegation  con- 
tained in  this  preamble  is  absolutely  and 
positively  false,  and  on  that  ground  we 
object  to  the  insertion  of  such  a  preamble 
in  an  Act  of  Parliament.  I  have  never 
seen  any  use  made  of  a  preamble  in  a 
legal  argument,  except  sometimes  to 
confuse  an  issue  which  may  have  been 
raised.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary,  says  that  this  preamble 
serves  the  purpose  of  setting  forth  on 
the  face  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  the 
reasons  which  have  induced  Parliament 
to  pass  it.  Now,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
saying  that  that  is  a  thing  which 
Parliament  should  never  do.  Parlia- 
ment should  be  content  to  lay  down,  in 
plain  language,  what  it  intends  to  do, 
and  it  is  idle  to  set  forth  their  reasons 
on  the  face  of  the  Act  itself.  This  ques- 
tion of  preambles  is  a  very  old  question, 
and  one  which  was  discussed  by  a 
learned  and  distinguished  Judge — ^Lord 
Bacon — some  200  or  300  years  ago, 
when  preambles  to  Acts  of  Parliament 
were  mucli  more  common  than  they  are 
now.  My  recollection  of  the  language 
used  by  that  distinguished  man  is  that 
he  condemned  the  practice  on  the  ground 
that  the  function  of  Parliament  was  not 
to  set  forth  reasons  for  what  it  did,  but 
to  state  simply,  clearly,  and  intelligibly, 
what  it  intended  the  law  to  be,  and  then 
to  leave  to  courts  of  law  the  function  of 
interpretation.  My  third  objection  to 
this  preamble  is  that  it  is  not  expressed 
in  good  grammar.  The  preamble 


'*  Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  law 
relating  to  the  place  of  trial  of  offences  oom- 
mitted  in  Ireland,  for  securing  more  ^r  and 
impartial  trials,  and  for  relieTing  jurors  from 
danger  to  their  lives,  property,  and  buaineas.*' 


I  take  it  that  what  is  meant  is  this — 

"  Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  law 
relating  to  the  place  of  trial  of  offences  oom-> 
mitted  in  Ireland  for  the  porpooe  of  securing 
more  fair  and  impartial  trials,  and  for  relioTio|r 
jurors  from  danger  to  their  lives,  property,  aw^^ 
Dusiness,  be  it  enacted,*' 

and  so  on.  This  is  only  a  very  small 
point,  but  it  is  another  instance  of  the 
scandalous  manner  in  which  the  Bill 
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been  drafted.  It  also  shows  the  hurry 
with  which  the  measure  has  been  intro- 
duced. Upon  these  matters  I  do  not 
think  that  satisfactory  reasons  have  been 
given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  justify  the  Committee 
in  rejecting  the  Amendment,  and  I 
would  ask  some  Minister  of  the  Crown 
to  give  some  more  intelligible  reason  for 
the  opposition  of  the  Government  to  the 
Amendment. 

Mb.  JOHN   MORLET  (Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne):    I  might  concur  with  the 
view  expressed  by  the  hon.  Member  who 
has  just  sat  down  as  to  the  general 
virtue  and  efficacy  of  preambles,  but  I 
am  not  sure  that  this  is  an  occasion  when 
that  matter  can  be  very  satisfactorily 
discussed.    What  is  perfectly  clear  is, 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  does  not  believe  in  his  own 
arguments  on  this  particular  preamble, 
because  he  stated  that  the  Government 
desire  the  present  Bill  to  bear  on  the 
face  of  it  the  reasons  why  such  an  Act 
has  been  passed.     If  that  argument  is 
worth  anything  at  all,  it  is  an  argument 
in  favour  of  having  a  preamble  to  the 
Bill  as  a  whole,  as  was  done  in  reference 
to  the  Crimes  Act  of  1882.     If  it  was 
worth  while  to  have  this  provoking  pre- 
amble to  this  clause,  much  more  was  it 
worth  while  to  have  a  preamble  to  the 
whole  Bill.      I  therefore   submit,   Mr. 
Courtney,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
can  have  no  very  great  faith  in  his  own 
argument.    The  attitude  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  inserting  this    preamble,  and 
then  in  adhering  to  it  at  this  moment,  is 
an  excellent  illustration  ofwhat  we  mean 
when  we  charge  the  delay  which  has 
taken  place  in  getting  this  Bill  through 
upon  ^e  want — ^I  do  not  wish  to  use  a 
harah  word — upon  the  want  of  compe- 
tency displayed  by  those  who  have  had 
the  conduct  and  management  of  the  Bill. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  must  have 
knovrn  that  to  insert  a  preamble  of  this 
kind  would  be  to  provoke  hon.  Gentle- 
men below  the  Gangway  to  dispute  and 
challenge  it.      I  agree  with  my    hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Northampton 
(Mr.  Bradlaugh),  that  it  adds  nothing  to 
the  efficacy  of  the  Bill.  It  does  not  make 
the  Bill  one  atom  stronger,  more  effec- 
tive,  €311  more  operative  in  any  single 
remect,  but  it  is  a  pure  piece  of  wanton 
and  idle  provocation.     The  right  hon. 
Genlleman  appears  to  be  somewhat  sur* 
priaed  that  hon.  Members  below   the 


Gangway  should  resent  the  insertion  of 
an  allegation  of  this  kind,  and  there 
again  he  shows  that  want  of  appreciation 
which  marks  the  whole  policy  of  Her 
Majesty's  Advisers — a  want  of  apprecia- 
tion of  the  mind  and  the  working  of  the 
imagination  of  the  people  of  Ireland. 
They  do  not  seem  to  think  it  enough 
that  they  should  inflict  these  exceptional 
disabilities  and  hardships  upon  the 
Irish  people,  but  they  must  needs  add 
superfluous  and  disputed  allegations. 
They  do  not  seem  to  be  aware  that  a 
preamble  of  this  kind  must  necessarily 
insult  and  wound  the  feelings  of  the 
Irish  people.  For  themselves,  they  can 
gain  nothing  by  it.  That  is  perfectly 
clear.  Although  I  have  been  glad  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  pointing  out 
what  we  mean  by  the  inefficient  conduct 
of  this  Bill  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  at  the  same  time,  I  think 
the  matter  of  the  Amendment  of  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member  for 
North  Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  has 
been  so  much  discussed  at  previous 
stages  that  I  would  recommend  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  not  necessarily  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment,  but  to  enable 
the  Committee  to  proceed,  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  to  a  Division  in  which  I,  for 
one,  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  following 
him. 

SiE  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth) :  Oh,  no.  That  will 
not  do  at  all.  The  Government  have  put 
this  preamble  in  their  Bill,  and  they 
have  put  it  in  because  they  think  it  of 
importance.  Hon.  Members  from  Ire- 
land think  it  is  of  importance  too,  and 
the  matter  must  be  properly  discussed. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  discussion 
will  go  on  for  an  hour  or  two.  I  am  very 
sorry  for  the  Government.  I  think  there 
never  was  a  Government  which  gave 
itself  so  much  unnecessary  trouble.  The 
whole  of  this  Bill  is  a  piece  of  unneces- 
sary trouble.  They  ought  to  have 
brought  in  a  Bill  of  one  clause  saying — 
^'Henceforth  Ireland  shall  be  ruled  at 
the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant." They  might  have  discussed 
that  point  in  one  or  two  nights  and  got 
it  settled,  and  by  that  means  they  would 
have  saved  the  rest  of  the  Session  for 
those  beneficent  measures  which  they 
are  so  anxious  to  bring  forward.  I 
think  the  little  discussion  we  have  had 
this  morning  has  been  most  instructive. 
It  is  instructive;  because  it  will  show 
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who  are  the  real  obstructives.  There 
[pointing  to  opposite  Benches']  sit 
the  real  obstructives.  My  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour),  who 
has  brought  in  a  preamble  in  an  un- 
usual manner,  which  is  of  no  value 
whatever,  except  to  irritate  the  Irish 
people  by  putting  an  insulting  sentence 
into  the  Bill.  I  think  that  the  Irish 
Members  have  a  perfect  right  to  discuss 
the  Amendment  as  long  as  they  are  able 
to  do  so,  and  I  hope  they  will  not  with- 
draw it ;  but  will  go  on  with  the  dis- 
cussion until  that  happy  moment  when 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the  Leader  of 
the  House  comes  down  and  speaks  the 
word  of  fate  which  will  put  an  end  to 
the  discussion. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  I  have  always  considered 
the  Whiteboy  Clause  the  most  obnoxious 
clause  in  the  Bill,  and  that  there  is  a 
most  serious  attempt  in  the  second  clause 
to  interfere  with  the  social  life  of  the 
Irish  people.  Certainly,  I  still  look  upon 
that  clause  as  even  a  more  objectionable 
one  than  the  fourth  clause  which  we  are 
now  discussing.  Then  if  a  preamble  is 
necessary  at  all,  why  should  there  not 
be  a  preamble  prefixed  to  the  most  im- 
portant  clauses  of  the  Bill.  Why — as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  has  asked — is  there  no  pre- 
amble prefixed  to  the  beginning  of  the 
Bill  itself  ?  Here  we  have  a  preamble 
taken  out  of  its  place  and  inserted  in  a 
portion  of  the  Bill  in  which  no  preamble 
has  ever  appeared  before,  as  far  as  I 
know,  in  the  history  of  any  measure 
whatever.  Moreover,  it  is  not  inserted  for 
the  purpose  of  making  the  Bill  more  effec- 
tive ;  but  for  the  purpose  of  making  it 
more  insulting  to  the  Irish  people.  I 
listened  to  the  remarks  which  were  made 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  quite  made 
up  his  mind  what  to  do  with  the  latter 
portion  of  the  clause.  A  suspicion 
crossed  my  mind  that  he  was  somewhat 
anxious  that  the  Committee  should 
spend  a  considerable  amount  of  time  in 
these  harmless  preliminary  skirmishes, 
in  order  that  he  might  arrange  his  plans 
for  compelling  a  complete  surrender  in 
regard  to  the  latter  portion  of  the  clause. 
I  am  very  glad  that  this  discussion  has 
taken  place,  because  it  has  placed  the 

Sir  Wilfrid  Lawion 


Government  in  a  most  unenviable  posi- 
tion before  the  country  and  the  world. 
The  Government  themselves  cannot  deny 
that  these  words  were  absolutely  un- 
necessary.   I  am  not  a  lawyer  myself, 
and,  therefore,  I  am  bound  to    speak 
with  modesty  of  the  amateur  attempts 
of  the  Chief  Secretary  to  explain  and 
expound  the  law ;  but  I  see  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  at  the  present 
moment  buttressed  by  two    very  able 
lawyers — the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor 
General    for    England    (Sir    Edward 
Clarke)  on  one  side,  and  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General   for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  on 
the  other.     I  now  see  approaching  the 
portentous  form — using  the  term  purely 
in  relation  to  the  ability  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member — of  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  England,  and  there  are  also  pre- 
sent on  the  Treasury  Bench  the  Home 
Secretary  and  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland.     There  are  consequently  five 
lawyers  sitting  there  to  support  one  lay- 
man, and  I  ask  whether  a  single  one  of 
those  five  lawyers  will  rise  in  his  place 
I  and  declare  that  this  clause,  even  if  it 
I  be  carried  exactly  as  it  stands,  will  add 
one  particle  or  iota  of  strength  eitber  to 
the  clause  to  which  it  is  a  preamble,  or 
to  any  section  of  the  Bill  ?    I  look  upon 
that  as  a  fair  challenge.    If  the  words 
add  no  effectiveness    to    the    meatrare 
surely  there  is  no  necessity  for  renderinia^ 
it  wantonly  and  uselessly  provocative 
and  insulting.    I  hardly  know  at  pre- 
sent whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  regards 
these  words  as  really  insulting  to  the 
Irish  people  or  not — [Mr.  A.  J.  Bat.- 
FOUB :  No.] — ^I  beg  the  right  hon.  Gen* 
tleman's  pardon.    He  does  not   thinlc 
so.    I  am  afraid  that  my  hon.  Friends 
sitting  around  me  are  not  of  the  ri^rlit 
hon.  Gentleman's  opinion,  and  with   mil 
respect  for  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Xre- 
land,  I  will  venture  to  assert  tliat  we  are 
rather  better  judges  of  what  the  feelings 
of  the  Irish  people  is  than  he  is  himself. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not^ 
Irishman  by  birth,  norisheanlrlahxna 
by  adoption.     The  right  hon.  G^ntl^ 
man  has  taken  very  good  care  not 
to  visit  the  country  which  he  assiats  in 
governing.    I  do  not  find  fault  witlx  the 
right   hon.    Gentleman    for    avoiding 
scenes  of  political  conflict  and  turmoil  iix 
his  holidays;  but,  at  the  same  time^  'when 
we  have  a  Chief  Secretary  for  Irolaxi^ 
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BO  absolutely  ignorant  of  the  country 
who  is  paid  £5,000  a-year  for  governing 
it.     [An  Hon.  Member:    Not  £5,000, 
£4,500.J      Well,  the  difference  is  not 
yery  much,  and  it  is  immaterial  to  my 
argument.    I  am  not  in  receipt  of  any- 
thing like  that  sum,  but  I  know  that  if 
I  were  I  should  have  felt  it  my  duty  to 
do  something  to  acquaint  myself  with 
the  condition  of  the  country  for  govern- 
ing which  I  was  so  liberadly  paid.    If 
not,   I  should   certainly  not  feel  pre- 
pared to  stand  up  in  face  of  the  united 
representation  of  the  people    of   Ire- 
land,   and    declare  that    a    clause    in 
a   particular    Bill    is    not    insulting, 
which  they  say  is  both  provoking  and 
insulting.    If  this  preamble  is  persisted 
in,  I  think  it  will  be  our  duty  to  discuss 
each  one  of  the  several  and  different 
propositions  which  it  contains.    Let  me 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  pre- 
amble does  not  consist  of  one  proposi- 
tion only,  but  is  a  statement  of  several 
propositions,  to  each  of  which  the  Irish 
Members  offer  a  most  decided  and  un- 
compromising   challenge.      The     first 
statement    is   that  it  is  expedient    to 
amend  the  law  relating  to  the  place  of 
trial  of  offences  committed  in  Ireland. 
Well,   we  altogether  deny  that  state- 
ment.    It  is  not  true  that  a  fair  trial 
cannot  be  obtained  in  Ireland,  except  in 
the  case  of  the  Orangemen,  where  we 
find  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland   takes  very  good 
care   to  procure  an    acquittal    by  not 
fixings  their  place  of  trial  in  some  county 
where  the  trial  could  be  properly  con- 
dncted.    The  second  statement  is  that  it 
is  intended  to  secure  more  fair  and  im- 
partial  trials  in  Ireland.     I  have  two 
answers   to  that.    I  say,   in  the   first 
place,  that  trials  in  Ireland,  either  for 
fairness   or  impartiality,   will   compare 
faToarably  with  those  which  take  place 
in  Eng^land,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  or  in 
anj  other  civilized  country  in  the  world. 
In  the  second  place,  we  are  not  to  accept 
a  proposition  of  that  nature  as  a  mere 
academic  proposition  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  one  which  is 
made   in    grim  earnest.     The  Irish  are 
amon^  the  most  peace-loving,  the  most 
orderly,    the  most  well-conducted,  and 
the  most  Tirtuous  people  in  the  world, 
and  yet  it  is  proposed,  in  this  preamble, 
to  proclaim  Ireland  to  the  world  as  a 
country    filled   with    crime.      What    I 
maintain   is  that  it  will  be  impossible 
to  obtain  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  by 


the  measure  which  the  Government  are 
now  proposing.  If  I  were  to  propose  a 
preamble  to  this  clause — and  I  have  as 
much  right  to  propose  a  useless,  wanton, 
and  unnecessary  preamble  as  the  Go- 
vernment—I should  say  that  this  clause 
was  expedient,  in  order  to  secure  more 
unfair  and  partial  trials;  and  I  think 
I  should  be  able  to  prove  that  proposi- 
tion. A  fair  trial  means  a  trial  of  a 
man  by  his  peers,  so  that  there  may  be 
a  perfect  parity  and  equality  between 
man  and  man.  The  proposition  of  the 
Government  is  altogether  opposed  to 
that,  because  it  provides  that  a  man 
shall  be  handed  over  to  trial,  not  by  his 
peers,  but  by  his  religious,  political, 
and  social  antagonists.  Moreover,  it  is 
proposed  to  send  the  Irish  peasants  be- 
fore such  a  tribunal  at  a  moment  when 
there  is  something  like  civil  war  be- 
tween class  and  class.  The  third  part 
of  this  preamble  I  object  to  still  more 
strongly.  It  says  that  this  clause  is 
necessary  in  order  to  relieve  jurors  from 
danger  to  their  lives,  property,  and 
business.  I  deny  that  jurors  in  Ireland 
are  in  any  danger  of  their  lives,  property, 
or  business.  I  maintain  that  jurors  in 
Ireland  have  done  their  duty  too  well, 
rather  than  too  ill,  as  between  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  people.  I  know  many 
men  in  Ireland,  men  of  strong  Catholic 
and  Nationalist  sympathies,  who  have 
found  political  prisoners  guilty  solely 
against  their  feelings,  even  in  cases 
where  I  myself  would  never  have  found 
a  political  prisoner  guilty.  I  hold  that 
as  long  as  a  man  abstains  from  crime 
he  should  be  at  liberty  to  do  what  he 
can  to  secure  the  freedom  and  liberties 
of  his  country.  At  the  Fenian  trials, 
Oatholio  after  Catholic,  and  Nationalist 
after  Nationalist,  went  into  the  jury 
box  and  found  men  guilty  time  after 
time,  although  their  only  crime  was  that 
in  despair  of  the  future  of  their  coun- 
try they  thought  strong  measures  were 
necessary.  The  whole  history  of  Ire- 
land, as  far  as  political  trials  are  con- 
cerned, is  a  history  not  of  a  wanton  dis- 
regard, but  of  a  too  scrupulous  regard 
for  the  administration  of  the  law.  Com- 
pare the  history  of  political  trials  in 
Ireland  with  the  history  of  political  trials 
in  England.  Hon.  Members  with  short 
memories,  and  an  imperfect  historical 
knowledge,  are  in  the  habit  of  pointinp^ 
out  that  persons  charged  with  crime  in 
Ireland  have  been  acquitted  because 
politics  were  mixed  up  in  the  accusa- 
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tioDB  made  against  them.  Has  that  never 
occurred  in  England  ?  Let  me  remind 
hon.  Members  of  the  time  when  a  plot 
was  hatched  against  the  life  of  the  late 
Emperor  Napoleon  by  Orsini,  and  when 
an  attempt  was  made  to  assassinate  him 
on  going  to  the  Opera  House  in  Paris. 
The  Government  of  Erance  accused  the 
people  of  this  country  on  that  occasion 
of  harbouring,  associating  with,  and 
stimulating  the  conspirators  to  assassi- 
nate the  reigning  head  of  the  French 
Empire.  And  the  charge  was  just,  be- 
cause there  is  no  doubt  that  Orsini^s 
conspiracy  met  with  considerable  sym- 
pathy in  this  country.  Indeed,  I  believe 
it  is  a  fact  that  even  some  Members  of 
this  House  were  charged  with  assenting 
to  and  encouraging,  if  not  actually,  at 
any  rate  partially,  in  various  other  ways 
the  persons  who  were  guilty  of  this  crime. 
[Sir  Edward  Clabke  dissented.]  I  see 
that  the  Solicitor  Qeneral  for  England 
shakes  his  head.  Do  I  understand  him 
to  mean  a  denial  of  my  proposition  ?  I 
should  like  the  Solicitor  General  to  com- 
mit himself  to  such  a  denial,  because  I 
believe  I  should  be  able  to  prove  my 
case  fully.  I  think  the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral liimself  is  old  enough  to  remember 
the  trial  of  Dr.  Bernard.  What  was  the 
charge  against  that  gentleman  ?  It  was 
one  of  conspiracy  to  assassinate  the 
Emperor  Napoleon.  Dr.  Bernard  was 
acquitted  of  that  crime,  although  the 
evidence  against  him  carried  conviction 
to  the  minds  of  all  impartial  men,  and 
the  verdict  of  acquittal  was  received 
with  tumultuous  cheers ;  and  in  a  very 
short  time  afterwards,  when  one  of  the 
ablest  and  most  powerful  Ministers 
this  country  ever  had — Lord  Palmer- 
Bton — got  lip  and  introduced  a  Bill 
giving  the  Government  power  to  deal 
with  such  conspiracies  in  future,  it  was 
opposed  by  so  honoured  a  man  as  Mr. 
Oobden,  who  acted  as  Teller  on  the  Divi- 
sion which  proved  fatal  to  the  Govern- 
ment. It  pains  me  very  much  to  differ 
from  the  right  hon.  Member  for  New- 
oastle-upon-Tyne  upon  this  question, 
but  I  confess  that  I  feel  bound  to  take 
the  advice  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Oockermouth  Division  of 
Cumberland  (Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson)  rather 
than  that  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  This  preamble 
contains  propositions  which  the  Irish 
Members  are  bound  to  resist.  We  are 
absolutely  called  upon  to  discuss  these 
propositions,  and,  for  my  part,  I  advise 
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my  hon.  Friends  to  discuss  them  up  to 
the  moment  when  the  modem — although 
I  can  scarcely  say  Olympian — Jove  comes 
in  and  puts  an  end  to  the  discussion. 

Me.  OSBOENE  MOEGAN  (Den- 
bighshire,  E.):  I  sincerely  trust  that 
the  Government  will  not  be  so  infatuated 
as  to  insist  upon  this  preamble.  Of 
what  possible  use  can  it  be  except  to 
add  insult  to  injury  ?  It  may  be  said 
that  it  has  not  been  introduced  with  the 
intention  of  insulting  the  Irish  nation, 
hut  I  maintain  that  a  greater  insult 
could  not  be  offered  to  a  nation.  For, 
observe,  its  language  is  not  confined  to 
agrarian  or  political  times,  but  it  de- 
clares in  so  many  words  that  an  Irishman 
is  incapable  of  doing  justice.  Thus  it  is 
an  indictment  against  the  whole  Irish 
nation,  alleging  that  Irish  jurors  will 
not  do  justice.  If  such  an  imputation 
were  attempted  to  be  conveyed  against 
the  impartiality  of  Welsh  juries,  I  am 
satisfied  that  every  Welsh  Member 
would  sit  up  all  night  to  oppose  it.  I 
have  heard  it  said  &at  a  Bill  which  re- 
quires a  preamble  stands  self- condemned. 
But  if  a  preamble  is  necessary  at  all, 
why  not  put  it  in  its  proper  place  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Bill?  It  seems  as  if  the 
Government  have  been  afraid  of  ex- 

gressing  their  own  thoughts,  and  they 
ave  thought  that  by  smuggling  these 
words  into  the  middle  of  the  BiU,  they 
would  get  them  passed  unchallenged. 

Mb.  PICKEE8GILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.):  I  think  it  must  be  conceded 
that  precisely  the  same  rule,  and  pre- 
cisely the  same  principle,  should  be 
applied  to  a  preamble,  whether  it  is 
placed  at  the  beginning  of  a  Bill,  where 
we  would  naturally  expect  to  find  it,  or 
whether  it  is  placed  at  the  beginning  of 
a  clause  in  a  Bill.  Let  me  invite  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  re* 
marks  which  are  made  by  the  late  Sir 
Erskine  May  upon  this  point,  on  pa^ 
560  of  his  work  on  the  established 
usages  of  the  House  in  regard  to  the 
postponement  of  the  preamble  of  a  Bill 
when  it  comes  at  the  beginning  of  a 
Bill.    He  says — 

*<  By  a  Standing  Order  of  the  27ih  of  No* 
vember,  1882,  it  is  provided  that  in  Committee 
on  a  Bill,  the  preamble  which  has  been  post* 
poned  until  after  the  consideration  of  the  claarcs 
without  Question  put.*' 

Sir  Erskine  May  then  proceeds  to  saj-* 

*'  This  course  is  adopted  because  the  Hooas 
has  already  affirmed  the  principlo  of  the  Btll 
on  the  second  reading,  and  it  is  therefore  th* 
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province  of  the  Committee  to  settle  the  claase 
first,  and  then  to  consider  the  preamble  in 
reference  to  the  clauses  only.  By  this  rule  the 
preamble  is  made  subordinate  to  the  clauses, 
instead  of  governing  them." 

The  Govemment,  by  asking  us  to  vote 
this  preamble,  before  we  have  ^  settled 
the  clause  which  it  precedes,  are  re- 
yersing  the  rule  laid  down  by  Sir 
Erskine  May,  and  they  are  asking  us 
to  make  the  clause  subordinate  to  the 
preamble,  instead  of  the  preamble  being, 
as  it  ought  to  be,  subordinate  to  the 
clause.  Now,  I  submit  that  by  follow- 
ing the  very  unusual,  if  not  unprece- 
dented course  of  placing  the  preamble 
where  it  ought  not  to  be — namely,  in 
the  middle,  instead  of  at  the  beginning 
of  a  Bill,  the  G-overnment  are  directly 
violating  the  spirit  of  a  Standing  Order 
of  this  House. 

Mr.     BDWAED     HABRINGTON 
(Kerry,  W.) :  I  am  sorry  that  the  Go- 
vernment refuse  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment.   No  reason  has  been  assigned 
for  the  insertion  of  these  words.    They 
get  all  they  require  by  means  of  the 
euaeting  portion  of  the  clause  without 
this  preamble  at  all.    The  propositions 
oontained  in  the  preamble,  as  has  been 
ably  shown  by  my  hon.    Friend    the 
Member  for  the  Scotland  Division  of 
Liverpool  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor),  are  not 
based  npon  facts  or  experience.    We 
have  heard    a   good    deal    about  the 
difficulty   of    obtaining  convictions  in 
Ireland,   but   that   is   altogether  con- 
trary to  my  experience.    At  the  Winter 
Assizes  which  have   been  held  in  the 
City  of  Oork,  or  at  the   ordinary  As- 
sizes which  have  taken  place  in  other 
districts,  a  power  of  this  kind  has  cer- 
tainly not  been  required,  and  time  after 
time  the  Govemment  have  been  able  to 
obtain   the  conviction  of  any  prisoner 
th^  have  considered  it  desirable  to  send 
for  trial.     In  many  cases,  looking  at  the 
matter  dispassionately,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  G-overnment  have  obtained  con- 
victions where  the  jury  have  been  more 
influenced    by  prejudice  than  by  evi- 
dence.    I  have  known  of  oases  where 
Grsons  oon'victed  at  the  Cork  Assizes 
ve  been  sentenced  to  death,  and  the 
sentence  has   been  carried  out.    I  re- 
colleot   on    one   occasion   having  been 
present    an    hour   after   an    execution 
had  taken  place,  and  I  then  saw  the 
corpses  of  men  who  died  protesting  be- 
fore GK>d,  with  die  Sacrament  on  their 
Epe,  that   they   were  innocent  of  the 
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charges  which  had  been  made  against 
them.    I  make  no  complaint  against  the 
jurors  for  the  verdicts  they  have  returned, 
but  I  mention  the  fact  simply  as  an  ar- 
gument, to  show  what  it  is  possible  to  do 
at  the  present  time  under  the  ordinary 
law,  and  as  an  argument  against  the 
provisions  of  this  clause  which   are  to 
come   on   later.     I  maintain  that  the 
clause  itself  is  altogether  unnecessary. 
Unfortunately,  we  are  in  the  position  of 
having  to  discuss  the  necessity  of  the 
clause  before  we  are  invited  to  discuss 
the  clause  itself.    As  a  matter  of  fact, 
we    are    invited  to  a  sort  of  double- 
barrelled  discussion.    I  think  I  am  not 
overstating  the  case  when  I  say  that 
there  are,  at  the  present  moment,  some 
250  or  260  persons  undergoing  penal 
servitude  and  various  terms  of  long  im- 
prisonment less  than  penal    servitude, 
from  the  County  of  Kerry,  who  have 
been  convicted  at  the  Kerry  and  Cork 
Assizes.     This  fact  abundantly  proyes 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  a  change 
of  venue,  for  nothing  further  could  be 
done  if  the  prisoners  had  been  taken  to 
Dublin  or  Belfast  to  undergo  their  trial. 
Indeed,  I  think  anyone  who  dispassion- 
ately inquires  into  the  matter  will  say 
that  in  many  of  these  cases  a  conviction 
would  scarcely  have  been  obtained  from 
an  English  jury.    We  see  these  things 
taking  place  day  by  day,  and  I  challenge 
the  Govemment  to  point  out  whether  or 
not  there  is,  at  the  present  moment,  a 
man  in  gaol  awaiting  his  trial  because 
they  do  not  know  where  to  secure  a  fair 
and  impartial  trial.    If  they  could  do 
that  there   might  be  some  reason  for 
these  insulting  words.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman    the   Chief  Secretary    says 
they  are  not  insulting.    I  fully  admit 
that  he  does  not  intend  them  to  be  so ; 
but  the  Chief  Secretary  must  allow  me  . 
to  say  that  it  is  quite  possible  that  who- 
ever drafted  the  Bill  was  an  Irishman, 
and  the  instinct  of    a  Dublin   Castle 
Irishman  is  the  same  wherever  you  find 
it.    Not  a  word  would  he  utter,  not  a 
sentence  would  he  place  on  the  paper 
which  would  not  in  itself  be  a  distinct 
insult  to  the  Irish  people,  whether  he 
wished  it  to  be  so  or  not.  This  preamble 
says — 

*'  Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  law 
relating  to  the  place  of  trial  of  oflfences  com- 
mitted in  Ireland." 

I  think  we  have  shown  conclusively 
that  it  is  not  expedient,  and  that  there 
is  no  necessity  whatever  for  amending 
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the  law  in  that  direction.  It  may  be  a 
little  convenient  for  the  Goyernment, 
but  when  they  use  such  a  strong  word 
as  '' expedient ''  I  think  they  ought 
to  show  that  there  is  an  actual  ne- 
cessity for  it.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  in  adopting  this  change 
of  venue  in  Ireland,  the  Qovernment 
are  running  in  the  teeth  of  what  is 
recognized  as  the  spirit  of  the  ordinary 
law.  I  find  myself  drifting  into  an  an* 
ticipation  of  what  is  to  follow  when  we 
come  to  consider  the  enacting  part  of 
the  clause  itself ;  but  the  irregularity  I 
am  guilty  of  is  chargeable  to  the  Go- 
vemment  for  putting  in  the  clause  an 
unnecessary  preamble,  and  thereby  in- 
viting irregularity.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  Government  are  anticipating, 
in  a  most  inconvenient  way,  the  dis- 
cussion which  must  follow  afterwards  in 
its  natural  place.  What  do  the  Govern- 
ment want  with  a  preamble  ?  That  they 
will  be  able  to  get  the  preamble  we 
know  perfectly  well ;  but  they  will  only 
get  it  with  the  trouble  of  applying  the 
closure  and  forcing  us  to  silence.  No 
doubt  they  will  be  able  to  get  the  entire 
clause  by  resorting  to  the  same  means ; 
but  they  wish  to  have  it  stated  in  the 
Bill,  and  send  it  forth  to  the  world  that 
no  fair  and  impartial  trial  can  be  ob- 
tained in  Ireland,  a  statement  entirely 
unjustified  by  the  facts.  The  speech 
which  the  Ohief  Secretary  made  upon 
introducing  the  Bill  may  be  called  the 
real  preamble  of  the  measure,  and  it 
amounted  to  this — *' Whereas  I  have 
been  told  a  certain  number  of  fables 
and  stories  in  regard  to  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  in  Ireland;  whereas  I 
know  nothing  about  Ireland ;  whereas 
I  intend  to  know  nothing  about  Ireland ; 
and  whereas  I  pride  myself  on  my  in- 
capacity to  know  anytlung  about  Ire- 
land ;  therefore,  I  declare  that  a  Crimes 
Bill  is  necessary."  That  would  have 
been  a  fitting  preamble  to  the  Bill. 
As  to  the  clause  itself,  there  is  no  limit 
to  the  discussion  which  might  be 
initiated  upon  it.  Can  anyone  pretend 
that  it  is  fairer  to  take  a  Kerry  peasant 
to  Belfast  or  to  Dublin,  and  to  get  him 
tried  by  a  jury  of  Orangemen,  or  by  a 
jury  of  broken-down  landlords,  than  to 
try  him  in  the  county  in  which  his  al- 
leged offence  has  been  committed.  Some 
of  these  so-called  broken-down  landlords 
never  had  any  land  at  all ;  but  they  deem 
it  a  fashionable  thing  to  swagger  about 
and  say  that  they  could  easily  treat  their 
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friends  with  champagne  if  they  could 
only  get  their  rents.    The  moment  these 
persons  see  a  frieze  coat  on  a  peasants' 
back   they  say — **This  is  one  of  the 
men  who  are  stopping  the  payment  of 
rent,   and   if  he   is  not  guilty  of  the 
offence  with  which  he  is  charged  he  is  un- 
doubtedly guilty  of  something  else,  and 
therefore  it  is  just  as  well  to  convict  him." 
It  is  too  much  to  ask  us  to  swallow  this 
clause  on  the  assertion  and  assumption 
that  its  object  is  to  secure  a  fair  trial. 
The  Government  say  that  it  is  necessary 
to   adopt  a  provision  for  a  change  of 
venue,  and  unfortunately  the  matter  is 
one  over  which  the  Irish  Members  have 
no  control.      They  are  certain  to   be 
outvoted  upon  it ;  but  it  is  going  too  far 
for  the  Ohief  Secretary  to  require  ua  to 
assert  by  a  vote  of  this  House  that  this 
clause  is  necessary  in  Ireland  in  order 
to  secure  a  fair  and  impartial  trial.    I 
think  that  by  this  time  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    ought  to  have  discovered 
that,  whoever  has  drafted  the  Bill,  has 
adopted  the  very  worst  principle  so  far 
as  the  acceleration  of  the  progress  of  the 
measure  is  concerned.  There  is  no  doubt 
whatever  what  the  game  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  is.     They  make  a 
hollow  pretence  of  desiring  to   get  on 
ahead.    They  tell  us  from  time  to  time 
that  we  are  obstructing  the  progress  of 
the  Bill ;  but  they  know  that  we  are 
helping  them  in  the  g^ame  they  desire  to 
play.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  thej  rejoice 
in  the  opposition  which  the  Bill  has  re- 
ceived, because  they  are  afraid  of  under- 
taking any  other  kind  of  legislation. 
Unhappily,  we  are  in  such  a  position 
that  we  can  take  no  other  course.    Per- 
sonally,   we  care  very  little  for  your 
Coercion  Acts;   but  we  have  to  stand 
here  to  defend  the  poor  and  helpleea 
people  of  Ireland,  and  we  cannot  forego 
the  use  of   every  weapon  which   nuiy 
ward  off  as  long  as  possible  the  appli- 
cation of  the  coercion  that  is  to  be  im- 
posed  upon  them.    Certainly,  we  oauiot 
agree  with  this  preamble;  we  do   aot 
believe  that  there  is  a  word  of  tmlh.  in 
it,  and,  except  under  the  pressure  of 
extreme   compulsion,    we    shall    resist 
its  adoption  as  long  as  we  have    the 
power. 

Mb.  O'DOHERTY  (Donegal,  N.)  ;    l 
think  the  discussion  which  has  ^fc-f^p^ 
place  has   made  it  pretty  dear  ^y^i^t 
in  introducing  this  clause  for  the  aoftes^l 
ment  of  the  Oriminal  Law  in  IreloLix^l 
their  only  intention  has  been  to     * 
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the  trial  of  indictable  offences  to  a  par- 
ticular class  of  jurymen.    I  think  that 
the  let  clause  of  the  Bill  might  have 
been  looked  upon  as  an  adequate  pre- 
amble to  the  rest  of  the  provisions.     I 
fail  to  see  why  this  preamble  should 
have  been  held  over  until  this  clause 
was  reached.   In  my  view,  the  2nd  clause 
is  a  worse  clause  than  the  one  we  are 
now  discussing ;  but  it  would  seem  that, 
in  drafting  the  Bill,  the  Government 
have    been  naturally  struck  with  the 
necessity  of  providing  some  means  for 
justifying  the  extraordinary  nature  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill.    Indeed,  in 
the   1st  clause,  which  deals  with  the 
preliminary  inquiry,  there  are  several 
phrases  which  are  only  consistent  with 
such  a  genesis  of  this  measure.    The 
clauses  themselves  appear  to  have  been 
mixed  up  by  the  draftsman  in  a  higgledy- 
piggledy  fashion,  without  any  regcurd  to 
connection.    I  propose,  however,  to  deal 
with  the  matter  as  a  lawyer  ought  to 
deal  with  the  effect  of  the  words  which 
I  understand  to  regulate  the  clause.    If 
this,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Government, 
is  a  preamble  which  is  a  necessary  and 
useful  part  of  the  clause^if  they  con* 
dder  that  it  means  anything  at  all — 
why  did  not  they  introduce  it  at  the  be- 
ginning of  their  Bill  ?    In  my  view,  this 
clause  has  been  introduced  in  order  to 
exclude  Ulster  from  the  operation  of  the 
measure.   It  is  a  matter  of  public  scandal 
in  Ireland  that  in  Party  trials  in  Ulster 
one  side  invariably  gets  off,  while  the 
other  side  is  unjustly  convicted.     That 
is  perfectly  notorious,  and  is  as  much  a 
part  of  the  history  of  trials  in  Ireland 
as  the  alleged  failure  of  trials  for  agrarian 
offences  in  other  parts  of  Ireland.    Even 
the  Judges  themselves  have  been  com- 
]>elled  to  confess  that  the  trial  of  offenders 
in  Ulster  has  been  as  complete  a  failure 
as  the  trial  of  agrarian  offenders  in  the 
Soath  and  West  of  Ireland.    Neverthe- 
less, what  do  we  find  in  this  Bill  ?    It  is 
intended  to  confine  the  operation  of  the 
Bill  to  proclaimed  districts,  and  the  Go- 
Temment  will   not    dare    to   proclaim 
Ulster.     They  have   consequently    ex- 
daded  from  the  operation  of  the  Bill  one 
of  the  places  where  trial  by  jury  has 
proved  to  be  a  failure.    In  the  face  of 
the    notorious  failure   of   prosecutions 
Against  Orangemen  in  Ulster,  I  fail  to 
eompreiiezid  why  these  clauses  should  be 
c<Himied  to  proclaimed  districts.    It  only 
shows   that   the  Government   are    not 
honest  in  their  desire  to  remedy  the 


evils  which  they  declare  to  exist.  I  am 
afraid  that  they  are  actuated  by  some« 
thing  lower  and  more  insidious  than  a 
desire  to  amend  the  Criminal  Law,  and 
that  they  have  behind  some  object  which 
is  worthy  only  of  Dublin  Castle.  Let 
me  refer  the  Committee  to  the  para- 
graph in  the  clause  which  commences  at, 
line  30,  and  which,  in  my  opinion, 
proves  the  crafty  and  insidious  character 
of  this  preamble.  In  that  part  of  the 
clause  permission  is  given  to — 

''The  defendant,  or  any  defendant,  if  more 
than  one,  in  the  prescribed  manner  and  within 
the  prescribed  time,  to  apply  to  the  High  Court 
to  discharge  or  vary  any  such  order  for  the  re- 
moval of  a  trial,  upon  the  ground  that  the  trial 
can  be  more  fairly  and  impartially  had  in  a 
county  other  than  the  county  named  in  the  order 
of  removal,  and  thereupon  the  High  Court  may 
order  that  the  trial  shall  be  had  in  that  county 
in  which  it  shall  appear  that  the  trial  can  be 
most  fairly  and  impartially  had.'' 

When    an  application  of  that  nature 
comes  to  be  discussed  before  the  High 
Court,  the  Counsel  for  the  prosecution 
will  be  able  to  quote  the  preamble  as  an 
expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  it  wiU  be  quite  sufficient  to 
state  certain  things,  and  simply  refer  to 
the  preamble,  without  giving  anything 
like  a  reasonable  amount  of  proof  that 
a  fair  and  impartial  trial  cannot  be  had. 
I  maintain  that  this  clause  is  dishonestly 
intended  to  exclude  Ulster,  and  that  it 
is  craftily  drafted  in  order  to  prevent 
a  defendant  from  obtaining  a  right  to  a 
change  of  venue,  and  to  place  him  in 
the  hands  of  his  enemies.    There  is  one 
class  of  people  who  are  constantly  tried 
in  Ulster  by  juries  with  whom  they  have 
been  historically  for  a  large  number  of 
years  at  feud,  and,  undoubtedly,  such 
prisoners  are  not  able  to  obtain  a  fair 
and  impartial  trial.     They  are  simply — 
to  use  the  expression  employed  by  a 
prisoner  in  an  agrarian  trial,  ''driven 
into  the  shambles.''    I  have  read  of  an 
Irish  speaking  witness  who  in  Ireland 
200  years  ago  refused  to  attend  a  trial 
at  Dungannon  on  the  ground  that  if  he 
was  found  in  Court  he  was  certain  to  be 
tried  and  executed  the  next  day.    That 
is  the  tradition  and  experience  which 
certain  classes  of  the  Irish  people  have 
of  trials  in  Ulster.    They  know  that  in 
the  past  they  have  been  unable  to  obtain 
a  fair  trial  there,  and  yet  the  Govern- 
ment provide  them  with  no  protection  in 
the  shape  of  securing  a  change  of  venue* 
If  that  is  true  of  a  large  portion  of 
Ulster,  why    are    the    victims  of  this 
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unfair  and  impartial  system  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law  not  to  have  the 
protection  of  a  change  of  venue  ?  Tet 
there  is  no  particle  of  power  of  that  kind 
g^ven  in  this  clause.  If  the  Government 
say  that  there  is  a  necessity  for  inserting 
this  preamble,  I  contend  that  it  should 
contain  propositions  which  would  be  fair 
to  both  sides. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  The  further  we  proceed  with 
the  Bill  the  more  convinced  I  am  of  the 
correctness  of  the  opinion  I  have  already 
expressed  in  condemnation  of  the  mea- 
sure, that  its  introduction  is  a  dis- 
grace and  an  indignity,  to  this  House. 
Certainly  the  new  preamble  we  have 
now  under  discussion  is  the  worst 
specimen  of  all  the  worst  characteristics 
of  the  measure  which  have  yet  come 
under  our  notice.  My  objection  to  this 
preamble,  and  the  reason  why  I  venture 
for  a  moment  to  trespass  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  is,  that  it  is  im- 
i)roper  to  insert  phrases  in  an  Act  of  Par- 
iament — which  is  generally  presumed 
to  be  an  embodiment  of  wisdom  and  of 
truth — which  are  utterly  divested  either 
of  wisdom  or  of  truth.  We  do  not,  of 
course,  expect  much  wisdom  from  the 
Bepresentatives  of  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment on  the  Treasury  Bench,  but  we  do 
expect  more  truth  and  honesty  from 
them,  than  to  thrust  into  the  measure 
a  preamble  which  bears  on  every  line 
of  it  a  lie.  I  think  that  it  is  time  Ec  glish 
Members  should  protest  against  the 
indignity  which  is  placed  upon  them 
in  being  compelled  to  pass  such  a  pre- 
amble into  law.  The  absence  of  wisdom 
on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Advisers 
is,  I  think,  sufficiently  indicated  by  the 
turmoil  and  the  heat  of  this  discussion 
which  their  absurdity  has  provoked. 
The  Government,  whatever  they  may 
Bay  to  the  contrary,  are  the  real  obstruc- 
tives to  the  progress  of  the  Public  Busi- 
ness of  the  country.  This  Bill  is  a  mea- 
sure to  foster  and  promote  obstruction, 
and  they  have  introduced  it  because 
they  know  that  if  they  had  attempted 
any  other  legislative  measure  they  would 
have  been  brought  into  conflict  with  those 
crutches  —  the  Unionist  Members,  on 
whom  they  have  now  to  depend  for  sup- 
port. In  my  opiuion  this  clause,  and, 
indeed,  the  whole  of  the  Bill,  will  be  a 
direct  provocation  and  instigation  to 
violence  and  crime  in  Ireland,  although 
I  will  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  it  is  a 
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part  of  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Oo* 
vemment  to  do  whatever  they  can  to 
drive  the  down-trodden  and  ignorant 
peasantry  of  Ireland  into  irregular  and 
criminal  courses.    The  Chief  ^Secretary 
has  never  been  able  to  justify  the  intro- 
duction of  this  Bill  by  anything  better 
thanfanonymous  anecdotes  and  iSe  tales, 
which  have  over  and  over  again  been 
contradicted  and  disproved.    And  yet 
he  continues  to  repeat  them  in   official 
papers,   as  if    they    had   never   been 
denied.     His    Unionist    supporters  do 
the  same;  and  I  took  the  liberty  of 
assuring    the  electors    of    St.    Austell 
that   the   hon.    Geutleman    the  Mem- 
ber for  Barrow  (Mr.  Caine)  was  down 
there   to  propagate   his  policy  by  re- 
peating these  false  stories,  and  I  am  here 
to  repeat  the  same  charge.    I  merely 
mention  this  as  a  specimen  of  the  dis- 
honesty by  which  the  proceedings  of  the 
Government  in  connection  with  Uiis  Bill 
are  characterized.    They  do  not  hesitate , 
no  matter  what  contradiction  is  advanced 
in    this    House,  to    reiterate  their  ca- 
lumnies.     There    has    been   no    proof 
alleged  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  this 
morning  in  justification  of  this  preamble, 
which  is  directly  levelled  against  hoo. 
Members  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and 
the  people  of  Ireland  generallj.    This 
preamble  amounts  to  nothing  more  or 
less  than  an  insult  to  the  Irish  nation, 
but  it  is  all  of  a  piece  with  the  policy  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government.     We  need 
not    be    surprised   at   anything    Her 
Majesty's   Government   do.      However 
irregular,  and  unconstitutional^  and  re- 
volutionary their  proceedings  may  be  I 
should  not  be  surprised.    If  we  reooUect 
the  policy  laid  down  by  the  Head  of  the 
Government  last  year,  it  is   perfectly 
obvious   this  insult  is  deliberate    and 
intentional;  it  is  simply  in  pursaance  of 
the    declaration  by   the  Marquees    of 
Salisbury  at  the  meeting  atHer  Majeefy's 
Theatre  last  year,  in  which  he  oompared 
the  Irish  people  to  a  set  of  Sottentots. 
It   is    hardly  worth  while    dieouaeing 
whether  a  preamble  is  neoeesary  and 
expedient  or  not.    I  think  that  verbiage 
of  every  kind,  especially  in  an  Act  of 
Parliament,   should  be  avoided.      13ie 
less  we  have  of  unnecessary  w<»d8  in 
this  Act  of  Parliament  the  better  it  will 
be  for  Her  Majesty's  Gk>venimQiit ;  but 
if  we  must  have  a  preamble  at  aU,  I 
think  we  have  a  right  to  ask  that  it 
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should  be  put  in  its  proper  place,  and  I 
therefore  suggest  to  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment that  it  would  be  wise  to  post- 
pone the  discussion  of  this  preamble 
until  we  can  take  it  at  the  regular  time — 
namely,  when  all  the  clauses  have  been 
gone  through.  That  is  not  an  unreason- 
able suggestion;  because  they  have 
ahready  postponed  some  important  parts 
of  their  Bill  until  a  more  favourable 
opportunity  arises  for  their  discussion. 
Whether  that  opportunity  will  ever  come 
remains  to  be  seen.  The  Government 
only  got  through  before  the  recent  short 
holiday  Section  2  of  the  Bill  by  means  of 
throwing  over  the  most  important  part 
of  that  section. 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Gentle, 
man  must  address  himself  more  directly 
to  the  Question.  He  is  rambling  about 
in  a  most  extraordinary  fashion. 

Mb.  CONYBEAEE:  I  will  bow  to 
your  ruling  at  once,  Mr.  Courtney ;  but 
perhaps  I  may  say  I  was  only  offering  a 
iuggestion  and  giving  my  reasons  for  it. 
If  that  suggestion  is  out  of  Order,  I  will 
offer  another  which,  I  hope,  will  not 
meet  with  your  censure ;  and  that  is, 
that  if  the  Government  think  it  essential 
that  we  should  have  a  preamble  to  this 
clause,  the  preamble  should  run  some- 
what differently  from  that  they  have 
placed  before  us.  I  think  this  would 
lorm  a  preamble  quite  as  useful  and 
much  more  truthful  than  the  present, 
*'  Whereas  the  tyrannical  Tory  Govern- 
ment is  bolstered  up  " 

The  chairman  :  Order,  order ! 
The  hon.  Member  is  trifling  with  the 
Committee. 

Mb.  CONYBEAEE:  WeU,  Mr. 
Courtney,  as  the  preamble  I  was  going 
to  sug^gest  is  not  one,  apparently,  that  is 
likely  to  receive  your  sanction,  I  shall 
certaiiilj  not  press  it  upon  the  Com- 
mitto6> 

Mb."  WALLACE  (Edinburgh,  E.) : 
There  was  once  a  distinguished  states- 
nuui  who  said  he  was  unable  to  draw 
an  iadiotment  against  a  whole  nation.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  re- 
gards that  statesman  with  the  respect 
which  his  name  receives  from  others.  I 
am  afraid  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
probably  looks  down  upon  him  with  that 
pretty  air  of  simpering  superiority  with 
which  it  seems  to  me  he  is  accustomed 
to  survey  mankind  from  China  to  Peru 
in  general,  and  from  Donegal  to  Cork 
in  particular.    I,  however,  cherish  the 
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deepest  respect — respect  which  I  hold  in 
common  with  all  intelligent  men — for  the 
name  of  Burke  and  the  opinions  of  Burke, 
and  I  am  not  able  to  join  with  him  in 
drawing  an  indictment  against  the  whole 
Irish  nation.  I  feel  that  incapability 
simply  because  no  evidence  has  been 
brought  before  me  to  justify  the  indict- 
ment. If  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land insists  upon  making  this  general 
charge  against  the  Irish  people,  I  think, 
when  challenged,  he  ought  to  have 
brought  his  evidence  for  the  indictment. 
He  has  done  nothing  of  the  kind.  I 
have  listened  here  with  great  attention 
to  these  Irish  debates,  as  attentively  as 
any  Member  of  this  House,  and  I  have 
heard  nothing  adduced  in  the  way — I 
shall  not  say  of  convincing  evidence — 
but  of  evidence  at  all,  to  justify  such  a 
general  and  sweeping  charge  as  is  con- 
tained in  the  preamble  to  this  clause. 
We  have  received  nothing  from  the 
Chief  Secretary  except  his  own  personal 
assurance  that  he  knows  that  there  can- 
not be  fair  and  impartial  trials  in  Ire* 
and,  and  that  jurors  are  in  danger  of 
their  lives,  property,  and  business.  But, 
Sir,  we  from  Scotland  have  had  some 
experience  of  general  assertions  from 
the  present  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  in  matters  of  a  simi- 
lar nature.  I  shall  not,  because  it  is  not 
strictly  in  Order,  allude  to  them  further 
than  to  say  this — that  having  been  in 
controversy  with  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  as  to  the  rapacity  of 
landlords  in  the  Western  Islands  of 
Scotland,  and  having  received  a  cate* 
gorical  contradiction  from  him,  I  think 
that  in  face  of  the  statement  of  tho 
Skye  Commission,  in  which  it  is  proved 
that  landlords  have  been  exacting  from 
their  tenants  rents  from  100  to  120 
per  cent  beyond  the  true  value  of  their 
land,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  per- 
sonal assurances  must  come  to  me  with 
a  diminished  power  compared  with  what 
I  might  at  one  time  have  been  disposed 
to  regard  them.  If  we  are  to  have  his- 
torical disquisitions  inserted  into  this 
Bill,  if  we  are  to  turn  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  into  an  historical 
association  for  the  time  being,  our  his- 
torical disquisitions  should  at  all  events 
be  accurate,  and  we  should  have  evi- 
dence produced  and  have  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  it.  I  have  no  desire  to 
enter  into  any  such  discussion ;  I  hold 
that  the  whole  matter  is  irrelevant.  The 
proposed  insertion  of  a  preamble  of  this 
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that  the  attitude — the  mutual  attitude — 
of  the  Irish  nation  and  Dublin  Castle 
is   one  which  is  unique  in  the  liistory 
of  civilized  society.  I  require  no  further 
evidence  than  I  get  from  what  passes 
across  the  floor  of  this  House  to  know 
that  Dublin    Castleism  is  an  insolent 
and  arrogant  tyranny.    I  do  not  wonder 
at  the  spirit  of  resentment  which  often 
animates  the  [Representatives  from  Ire- 
land who  sit  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
and  which  impels  them  to  take  action 
and  make  statements  which  possibly  an 
absolute  standard  of  abstract  propriety 
would,  even  in  their  own  minds,  occa- 
sionally incline  them  to  condemn.     I 
can  make  every  excuse  for  them  when  I 
see  the  provocation  which  they  daily  and 
hourly  almost  encounter  from  the  evil 
spirit  of  Dublin  Castleism.     And  here 
we  have  that  spirit  in  what  I  may  call 
its  perfect  embodiment.    We  have  the 
flower,  if  there  can  be  a  flower  proceeding 
from  so  degraded  a  stem — we  have  here 
the  formal   expression  of  the  insolent 
and   unauthorized    tyranny    which    is 
the   animating  spirit  of  what  I  ven- 
tured to  call  Dublin  Castleism.    I  no- 
tice that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E, 
Gladstone)  the  other  day  declared  that 
one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  so-called 
obstruction  in  this  House  was  what  he 
called  the  arrogant  speeches  that   are 
made  in  this  House  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land, and  I  understand  he  further  inti- 
mated that  in  his  place  in  Parliament  he 
would  not  scruple  to  make  good  the  as- 
sertion he  had  made  outside,  from  Che 
fulfilment  of  which  promise  I  expect   a 
most  edifying  and  interesting  passage 
of  arms  between  the  two  right  hon. 
Gentlemen.    I,  in  all  seriousness,  unite 
my  voice  to  that  of  others  who  hare 
spoken  upon  this  matter  in  entreating^ 
the  Government  not  to  persevere  in  a 
course  which  can  do  no  practical  good, 
but  which  must  lead  to  great  practical 
mischief,  and  which  I  can  only  charac- 
terize,  if  persevered  with,   as   puerile 
obstinacy  indulging  in  a  spiteful    and 
indefensible  malignity. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.)  :  I 
think  that  after  the  challenge  thrown 
out  by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
the  Scotland  Division  of  Liverpool  (Mr. 
T.  P.  O'Connor)  we  should  have  some 
further  reply  from  the  Qevemment.      T 


description  is  altogether  an  excrescence 
upon  the  proper  business  of  this  Com- 
mittee. We  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
We  are  here,  not  in  the  Interests  of 
scientific  criticism  or  historical  investi- 
gation, but  simply  in  the  interest  of 
practical  legislation,  and  we  have  enough 
to  do  with  difficulties  in  that  department 
without  launching  out  into  the  mare 
magnum  of  largo  and  undefined  and  irre- 
levant inquiry.  The  Gt)vemment  are 
involving  us  not  merely  in  a  matter  of  or- 
dinary history,  but  in  a  matter  of  difficult 
and  delicate  scientific  investigation,  be- 
cause in  the  way  in  which  it  is  put  the 
question  is  raised  as  a  question  of 
natural  history  rather  than  of  civil  his- 
tory. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  refers 
to  the  peculiar  constitution  of  the  Irish 

nature;    because  his  statement  is  one 

upon  which    there    is    proposed  to  be 

based  an  enactment  for  all  time.    His 

statement  is  not  founded  upon  certain 

accidental  peculiarities  in  Irish  history, 

but  upon  certain  permanent  characteris- 
tics of  the  Irish  nature.  The  proposition 

which  the  Chief  Secretary  seeks  to  es- 
tablish really  come  to  this — that  there 

is  something  in  the  permanent  nature  of 

Irishmen  which  makes  fair  and  impar- 
tial trials  in  that  country  impossible,  and 

that  continuously  and  for  ever  exposes 

jurors  to  danger  to  their  lives,  property, 

and  business.     Well,  the  evidence  that 

I  require  to  convince  me  of  the  truth  of 

such  a  proposition  is  not  simply  a  few 

narratives,  or  even  a  few  historical  facts, 

that  may  have  been  gleaned    by  the 

Chief  Secretary,  or  by  any  Committee  of 

this  House  who  may  have  investigated 

the  matter.   We  ought  to  have  a  special 

Committee  of  ethnologists  empowered  to 

call  for  persons,   papers,  and  records. 

The  whole  matter,  to  my  mind,  is  worse 

than  ridiculous.      I  think  there  is  not 

only  a  ridiculous  side  to  it,  but  a  tragic 

one;     and  I  and  others   heartily  join 

with  the  Bepresentatives  from  Ireland 

when  they  resent  this  preamble  as   a 

wanton  and  deliberate  insult  to  their 

nationality  and  to  themselves.    Nothing 

can  be  more  insulting  than  to  place  a 

permanent  record  anywhere  against  the 

impartiality,  and  against  the  fairness  and 

the  order  of  a  whole  people.  This  pre- 
amble is  insulting  in  the  veiylast  degree. 
I  am  afraid  that  possibly  the  fact  that  it 
is  an  insult  is  in  the  view  of  the  Gt)vem- 
ment  a  recommendation  for  it,  because  I 
have  sat  long  enough  in  this  House  to  see    agree  with  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mexnl>^ 

Mr.  Wtillae^ 
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for  East  Edinburgh  (Mr.  Wallace)  that 
the  object  of  the  Government  in  this 
preamble  is  to  deliberately  insult  and 
exasperate  the  people  of  Ireland.  There 
might  have  been  a  useful  object  in  this 
preamble  from  their  point  of  view  if 
they  could  have  answered  the  challenge 
of  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor), 
if  they  could  have  said  that  this  pre- 
amble would  add  anything  whatever  to 
the  Bill.    As  they  have  not  answered  the 
challenge,   we  are  entitled  to  assume 
that  the  Bill  is  complete  without  this 
preamble.     We  are  driven  by  necessity 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  only  object 
that  they  can  have  is  to  insult  and  ex- 
asperate and  annoy  the  people  of  Ire- 
land.    We  ought  not,  however,  to  be 
surprised  at  this  attitude  of  the  Govem- 
ment»  because  it  is  their  habitual  atti- 
tude in  respect  to  the  discussions  upon 
this  Bill.    It  might  have  been  thought 
that  upon  minor  points  of  this  sort  the 
Government  would  be  inclined  to  give 
way  to  the  united  representation  of  the 
Bepresentatives  of  Ireland.    I  feel  no 
surprise  that  they  have  not  acted  on 
that    principle— the  principle  of   their 
existence  is  opposition  to  the  Irish  Be- 
presentatives.   That  is  the  reason  why 
they  are  seated  on  the  opposite  Bench 
-—that    is   the  reiison  why    they    are 
backed  up  by  their  friends  the  Liberal 
Unionists,  and  I  shall  be  wholly  sur- 
prised if,  on  any  point  at  all,  they  yield 
to  any  representations  made  by  the  great 
majority  of  the  Irish  people.    A  good 
many  reasons  have  been  given  why  this 
preamble  should  be  resisted;   but  my 
great  objection  to  this  preamble  is  that 
it  is  a  lie.      The  words  *'for  securing 
more  fair  and  impartial  trials"  imply 
that  trials  in  Ireland,  especially  for  poli- 
tical and  agrarian  offences,  have  been 
fair  and  impartial  in  the  past.    If  that 
be  implied,  all '  we  can  say  is  that  the 
statement  is  an  unfounded  and  notorious 
falsehood.    Go  back  as  far  as  you  like, 
and  it  will  be  impossible  to  prove  that 
any  trial  for  political  or  agrarian  crime 
in  Ireland  has-been  free  from  partiality. 
Undoubtedly  this  clause  is  needed  to 
stereotype  the  practice  of  Dublin  Oastle 
in  poisoning    and  polluting  the   foun- 
tains of  Justice,  and  turning  the  Courts 
of  Justice  into  shambles      The  present 
preanible  is  one  which  contains  an  un- 
founded falsehood,  and  is  intended  to 
mislead  and  misrepresent  the  state  of 
things  in  Ireland.    That  being  the  case, 


I  have  no  hesitation  in  opposing  this 
preamble,  and  in  continuing  the  discus- 
sion upon  it  until  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  chooses  to  put  an  end  to 
it  by  the  new  method  of  getting  rid  of 
debate. 

Mr.  change  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  I  can 
readily  understand  the  object  of  this 
preamble  when  I  read  it  in  conjunction 
with  the  whole  of  the  section.  The 
powers  given  by  the  4th  clause  must  be 
exercised  within  the  purview  of  this  pre- 
amble, and  the  preamble  lays  down  that 
it  is  necessary  virtually  to  remove  trials 
from  one  county  to  another  for  the  pur- 
pose of—- 

*'  Secaring  more  fair  and  impartial  trials,  and 
for  relieving  jurors  from  danger  to  their  lives, 
property,  and  business." 

Then  the  4th  clause  goes  on  to  enable 
the  Attorney  General  to  certify.  The 
certificate  will  be  virtually  an  insistance 
that  the  Court  shall  change  the  venue  of 
the  trial  from  one  county  to  another. 
And  now  the  real  object  of  the  preamble 
comes  in,  because  when  the  section  goes 
on  to  give  an  appeal  from  the  order  of 
the  Court  it  throws  upon  the  defendant 
the  duty  of  moving  that  the  trial  can  be 
had  more  fairly  and  impartially  some- 
where else,  and  on  that  appeal  the  Court 
will,  no  doubt,  quote  this  preamble  as  a 
legislative  declaration  that  the  change  of 
venue  was  absolutely  necessary.  If  we 
go  on  to  read  the  language  of  the  latter 
portion  of  the  section,  we  discover  that 
once  the  Attorney  General  has  shifted 
the  trial  out  of  the  county  in  which  it 
ought  naturally  to  be  held,  even  the 
High  Court  of  Appeal  will  have  no 
power,  in  the  face  of  the  words  of  the 
clause,  to  send  the  trial  back  to  the 
original  county.  They  can  send  a  trial 
from  one  county  to  another,  but  they 
cannot  send  it  back  to  the  original 
county.  This  preamble  lays  down  two 
things.  The  first  is  that  the  change  of 
yenue  is  necessary  ^'for  securing  more 
fair  and  impartial  trials; "  and,  secondly, 
that  jurors  in  a  proclaimed  d[istrict  are 
now  subject  to  "danger  to  their  lives, 
property,  and  business."  Although  in 
the  clause  there  is  a  great  deal  as  to  fair 
and  impartial  trials,  there  is  little  or 
nothing  which  deals  with  danger  to  lives, 
property,  and  business.  I  do  not  see  the 
object  of  having  such  a  preamble  as 
this — of  laying  down  a  statement  and 
then  abandoning  it.    Therefore,  for  that 
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reason  alone  I  think  the  preamble  ought 
not  to  be  passed.  In  addition  to  that,  I 
do  not  see  why  the  preamble  should  be 
introduced  in  the  middle  of  a  Bill,  when 
the  Bill  itself  has  no  preamble  whatever. 
If  the  preamble  were  in  its  usual  place 
undoubtedly  it  would  be  subjected  to 
long  discussion.  I  cannot  see  that  this 
preamble  can  have  any  really  beneficial 
operation — the  only  operation  which  it 
can  have  is  to  tie  the  hands  of  the  Oourt 

of  Appeal.         

Mb.  p.  J.  POWER  (Waterford,  E.) : 
Mr.  Courtney,  it  is  unquestionably  the 
duty  of  the  Irish  Members  to  protest 
against  this  gratuitous  insult  upon  them- 
selves and  their  country ;  and  I  think 
that  in  our  protest  we  shall  have  the 
support  of  hon.  Gentlemen  on  this  side 
of  the  House  who  have  acted  with  us 
hitherto  in  opposing  this  Coercion  Bill, 
and  to  whom  we,  as  Bepresentatives  of 
the  Irish  people,  are  indebted  for  their 
very  strenuous  endeavours  to  resist  the 
coercion  proposals  of  Her  Majesty's  Qo- 
vernment.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Northampton  (Mr.  Brad- 
laugh)  pointed  out  very  properly  the 
result  which  will  flow  from  this  pre- 
amble. He  said  that  if  the  Government 
continue  to  persist  in  retaining  this  pre- 
amble there  will  be  a  certain  waste  of 
time  of  the  Committee,  and  considerable 
exasperation  of  the  Irish  Bepresenta- 
tives. I  think  he  was  justified  by  the 
result  in  making  that  remark.  Even 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Gt)vern- 
ment,  would  not  the  clause  be  quite  as 
effective  if  this  preamble  were  omitted  ? 
The  preamble  will  not  add  to  the  efficacy 
of  the  Bill,  and  it  will  not  expedite  the 
working  of  the  Bill,  while  it  conveys  a 
most  gratuitous  insult  to  the  people  we 
represent.  The  right  hon.  GenUeman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour)  has  said  that,  as  far  as  he  is 
concerned,  it  is  not  intended  to  offer  an 
insult  to  the  Irish  people.  Well,  Sir,  he 
makes  that  statement ;  but  I  think  the 
action  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
with  regard  to  Ireland  does  not  confirm 
the  position  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  taken  up.  We,  the  Bepresentatives 
of  Ireland,  say  that  this  preamble  does 
contain  a  great  insult  upon  the  Irish 
people.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  con- 
tradicts that  assertion;  but  I  think  it 
will  be  granted  that  we  are  more  com- 
petent to  speak  for  the  Irish  people  than 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.    The  right 

Mr.  Chance 


hon.  Gentleman  has  no  acquaintance 
with  Ireland,  and  he  does  not  take  the 
proper  means  of  obtainiug  such,  an  ac- 
quaintance. In  the  course  of  this  debate 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the 
Scotland  Division  of  Liverpool  (Mr.  T. 
P.  O'Connor)  complained  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  not  making  himself 
more  acquainted  with  Ireland ;  perhaps 
it  would  be  better  if  he  would  spend  a 
little  more  time  in  Ireland.  But,  after 
all,  I  am  not  surprised  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  does  not  remain  long 
in  Ireland,  because  I  imagine  that  living 
there  must  be  a  most  disagreeable  duty 
to  him;  living  in  Ireland  must  bring 
him  face  to  face  with  the  sickening 
scenes  of  barbarity  that  are  perpetrated 
in  that  country,  with  the  direct  approval 
of  his  own  Gt)vemment.  Though  I 
disapprove  of  the  rdle  played  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary and  by  the  Government  in  this 
matter,  I  have  a  certain  amount  of  pity 
for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  because  I 
recognize  that  he  has  undertaken  a  most 
impossible  task. 

The  CHAIBMAN  :  Order,  order ! 

Mr.    p.    J.    POWEB:    I  wiU    not 
pursue    that    line    of    argument,    Mr. 
Courtney,  as  it  meets  with  your  dis- 
approval.     Now,    this   preamble    sets 
forth  that   it  is  the  intention  of  the 
framers  of  the  Bill  to   lessen    intimi- 
dation,  and   to   get  fair  trials  in  Ire- 
land.   We  maintain  that  there  never 
has  been  intimidation  practised  towards 
jurors  in   Ireland  when  the  ordinary 
law  has  prevailed  in  that  country.     I 
think  the  Blue  Books  presented  to  this 
House  will  prove  that  no  intimidation 
has  prevailed  in  Ireland  in  respect  to 
jurors    who    conscientiously    exercised 
their  rights  when  the  ordinary  law  has 
prevailed.     Perhaps  while  the  ordinary 
law  has  not  prevailed,  and  while  we 
have  had  exasperating  Coercion  Acta  at 
work  in  our  country  there  have   been 
some  cases  of  intimidation.     It  is  necee* 
sary  that  the  Committee  should  remem- 
ber that  cases  of  intimidation  really  do 
not  occur  while  the  ordinary  law  pre- 
vails, but  only  when  the  ordinary  law  is 
superseded  by  a  Coercion  Act.       The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary and  the  Government  wish  us  to  ffo 
back  to  that  state  of  extraordinary  law 
of  coercion  when  intimidation  doee  pre- 
vail.    I  know  the  oases  to  whieh  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Seore* 
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tary  has  alladed — they  occurred  under 
Coercion  Acts  which  produced  a  state 
of  things  like  the  state  of  things  which 
this  Bill  will  produce.  As  pointed  out 
hy  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  East  Division  of  Edinburgh  (Mr. 
Wallace),  this  preamble  insults  the 
Irish  people,  and  insults  them  in  the 
g^ssest  possible  way.  It  makes  the 
assertion  that  not  at  one  fixed  period 
are  the  Irish  people  unfit  to  perform 
the  duties  of  jurymen,  but  it  makes  the 
assertion  that  for  all  time  hence  they 
are  incompetent  to  perform  those  duties. 
It  makes  the  assertion  that  the  Irish 
nation  cannot  be  trusted  on  their  oaths, 
and  that  if  they  are  to  be  put  into 
the  jury-box  they  will  commit  perjury. 
These  are  some  of  the  reasons  which 
make  it  our  duty  to  protest,  while  we 
are  allowed,  against  the  imposition  of 
this  further  insult  upon  our  people. 
The  Oovernment  say  they  do  not  wish 
to  insult  or  to  outrage  the  feelings  of 
the  Irish  people ;  but  I  think  that  their 
every-day  action  proves  such  is  not  the 
case.  The  Prime  Minister  never  opens 
his  mouth  in  public  without  insulting 
the  Irish  people  in  the  grossest  possible 
way.  This  preamble  says  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to'  obtain 
more  fair  and  impartial  trials  than  they 
can  obtain  under  the  existing  law,  and 
they  want  us  to  go  back  to  a  state  of 
things  that  existed  some  four  years  ago. 
If  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  wish  to  know 
how  the  jury  system  worked  under  the 
Crimes  Act  of  1882,  I  beg  of  them  to 
read  a  speech  delivered  in  this  House 
daring  the  Autumn  Session  of  1884  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman    the 

S resent  Solicitor  General  (Sir  Edward 
larke).  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man made  a  really  able  speech  in  what 
is  known  as  the  Maamtrasna  Debate, 
and  lie  criticized  the  very  modes  adopted 
to  procure  convictions  which  his  Govern- 
ment now  wish  to  re-enact.  He  went 
into  detail  on  this  subject,  and  proved 
that  the  very  system  which  his  Govern- 
ment now  wish  to  re-enact  produced 
perjury  and  produced  the  very  greatest 
miacarriages  of  justice.  For  these  rea- 
sons, and  for  many  others  which  have 
been  urged  by  Members  on  this  side  of 
the  Souse,  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to 
oppose  the  fresh  insult  which  this  pre- 
amble throws  on  our  people;  and  in 
doin^  that  we  feel  sure  that  we  shall  be 
supported  by  our  Liberal  Friends  who 


have  acted  so  loyally  with  us  in  with* 
standing  other  insults  flung  at  our 
people. 

Dr.  TANNER  (dork  Co.,  Mid) :  Mr. 
Courtney,  it  is  very  seldom  I  get  up  in 
this  House  to  congratulate  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government.  However,  upon  the 
present  occasion  I  must  most  sincerely 
congratulate  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant for  having,  in  the  most  gratuitous 
manner,  offered  a  typical  insult  to  the 
Irish  people.  It  must  strike  the  most 
superficial  observer  —  and  goodness 
knows  there  are  superficial  observers 
enough  of  this  1887  Coercion  Act — it 
must  strike  the  most  superficial  ob- 
server as  extraordinary  that  this  is  the 
only  clause  in  the  Bill  with  a  preamble. 
What  is  the  object  of  this  preamble? 
There  is  no  preamble  to  the  Bill.  Then 
why  have  this  insinuation — this  series 
of  insinuations — because  we  find  there 
are  three  distinct  insinuations  brought 
forward  in  this  preamble  ?  Is  it  merely 
to  try  and  make  us  more  angry  than 
sometimes  we  cannot  help  feeling?  I 
defy  anyone  sitting  on  these  Benches  not 
to  feel  angry  at  the  gratuitous  insults 
which  are  poured  upon  the  Irish  nation 
and  their  Eepresentatives.  This  is  a  mere 
wanton  insult  upon  our  people,  and  I 
sincerely  hope  that  even  yet  the  Chief 
Secretary,  who  has  sat  through  this  de- 
bate, will  be  led  into  the  right  path, 
and  give  up  this  silly  emanation  from 
what  I  must  call  a  vacillating  and  feeble 
intellect.  Now,  this  preamble  is  divided 
into  three  sections.  First  of  all,  it  wants 
to  amend  the  law  relating  to  the  place 
of  trial ;  and,  secondly,  it  seeks  to  secure 
more  fair  and  impartial  trials.  I  am 
persuaded  the  first  portion  of  the  pre- 
amble will  not  be  acted  upon  in  its  in* 
tegrity.  You  will  see  that  in  the  case 
of  offences  committed  in  certain  dis* 
tricts — say,  in  Kerry,  Clare,  and  possibly 
in  Tipperary  and  Connemara — the  venue 
will  be  changed.  Speaking  as  a  Pro« 
testant,  I  affirm  that  in  the  cases  of  Catho- 
lics an  endeavour  will  be  made  to  secure 
trials  by  Protestant  juries,  by  men  who 
are  inspired  by  the  same  description  of 
dislike  and  hatred  towards  a  section  of 
the  Irish  people  which  distinguishes  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary. 
Catholics  wiU  be  handed  over  to  men  who 
differ  from  them  in  religion  and  politics 
— handed  over  for  execution,  be  that  exe- 
cution of  the  major  or  the  minor  degree. 

[Fourteenth  Ntght, 
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^A  laugh,"]  Well|  if  a  man  is  banged, 
that  is  execution  in  the  major  degree. 
I  am  perfectly  certain,  from  what  I  have 
seen  in  connection  with  change  of  venue 
in  the  case  of  political  offences,  that  this 
clause  will  be  worked  most  improperly. 
To  chaoge  the  venue  is  practically  to 
hand  the  people  over  to  tneir  enemies. 
Now,  the  second  object  of  the  clause  is 
to  secure  more  fair  aod  impartial  trials. 
If  you  take  Oatliolic  peasants  from 
Oonnemara  or  Kerry  to  Dublin,  to  be 
tried  by  the  same  tradesmen  in  and 
about  the  suburbs  of  Dublin,  and  who, 
as  a  rule,  are  Protestants,  instead  of 
securing  a  more  fair  and  impartial  trial 
you  will  do  exactly  the  reverse.  When 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  was  pro- 
posed we  were  treated  to  a  series  of 
anecdotes  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary.  When  those 
anecdotes  were  analyzed  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  to  retreat  from  the  posi- 
tion he  took  up.  No  one  made  him 
retreat  more  precipitately  than  the  mid- 
wife of  Gal  way,  whom  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  been  afraid  to  face,  for 
he  has  never  gone  over  to  Ireland  since 
that  highly  intellectual  lady  has  pro- 
pared  a  warm  reception  for  him.  The 
anecdotes  are  too  trifling  to  obtain  any 
credence  from  rational  people.  I  sin- 
cerely hope  that  hon.  Members  opposite 
will  see  that  practically  this  preamble  is 
a  stupid,  silly,  and  foolish  production, 
and  that  they  will  use  their  influence 
with  Members  of  the  Treasury  Bench, 
who  are  responsible  for  its  production, 
to  get  it  withdrawn. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.)  :  From  time  to  time  during  the 
discussion  of  this  Bill  we  have  had  what 
appears  to  be  a  bitter  complaint  from  the 
Government  Bench  of  the  unnecessary 
consumption  of  time  taken  up  in  the 
consideration  of  these  clauses.  Now,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  attitude  of  the  Gt)- 
vernment  with  regard  to  the  particular 
question  before  the  Committee  is  proof 
positive  of  the  absolute  hollowness  and 
insincerity — I  will  not  say  falseness — 
of  the  representations  which  have  come 
from  the  Government  Bench  with  regard 
to  obstruction.  There  is  no  preamble  to 
this  Bill  at  all,  large  as  is  the  scope  and 
drastic  as  are  the  provisions  of  the  Bill. 
As  to  this  particular  clause,  it  has  been 
considered  necessary,  or  a  pretence  of 
considering  it  necessary  is  made,  to  in- 
troduce a    preamble    wh'ch    does    not 

Dr,  Tanner 


carry  anything  further  than  it  would  be 
carried  without  it— a  preamble  which  has 
absolutely  no  affect  whatsoever  upon  the 
Bill,  and  for  the  presence  of  which  not 
one  jot  of  justification  has  been  adduced. 
If  the  preamble  were  omitted  the  clause 
would  be   equally  strong,  and  the  in- 
terpretation of  the  clause  by  any  Judge 
would  be  equally  simple.     Moreover, 
the  preamble  is  wantonly  and  gratui- 
tously offensive,  offensive  in  a  very  pecu- 
liar  way.     It  alleges  not  merely  that 
impartial  trial  cannot  be  had,  but  that 
the  whole  class  of  jurors  in  Ireland  re- 
quire protection  in  respect  not  only  to 
their  peace  of  mind,  but  to  their  pro- 
perty, their  person,  and  their  lives.     To 
libel  the  whole  people  of  a  country  in 
this  gratuitous  manner  is  a  thing  which 
is  unparalleled  in  the  drafting  of  a  Bill. 
If  anything  in  the  way  of  a  preamble 
were  necessary  in  connection  with  this 
section,  it  ought  to  have  been  introduced 
in  the  beginning  of  this  portion  of  the 
Bill,  because  a  few  lines  further  up  you 
have  the  heading — *'  Special  jury  and 
removal  of  trial."     That  is  where  the 
preamble  ought  to  have  been  brought 
in  if  necessary  at  all.    But  I  merely 
rise  to  emphasize  this  particular  view, 
which  I  challenge  anyone  to  dispute  or 
disprove,  that  the  insistance  of  the  Gt)- 
vemment  on  the  retention  of  these  words, 
which  are  offensive  and  unnecessary,  is  a 
signal  exemplification  of  their  old  policy 
ascarried  out  in  connection  with  thisBill. 
They  pretend  they  object  to  obstruction. 
They  themselves  have  been  obstructing 
for  more  than  two  hours  to-day.     What 
is  the  true  policy  of  the  Gt)?emment  ? 
It  is  this — they  want  to  see  the  time  of 
the  present  Session  consumed ;  they  are 
glad  to  see  the  time  of  Parliament  con* 
sumed  as  it  is  now  being  consumed  over 
this  particular  Bill.    Why  ?    Because  it 
does  not  suit  them  to  have  the  Bill  ^t 
out  of  the  way.     They  are  desirous  that 
the  whole  Session  should  be  taken  up, 
because  they  are  not  themselves  prepared 
to  bring  forward  any  other  measure  they 
can  hope  to  carry.    If  this  Bill  is  got 
out  of  the  way,  there  is  no  other  point 
of  union  between  them  and  the  so-called 
Liberal  Unionists.    That  is  the  reasou 
why  we  have  seen  the  Government  carry* 
ing  on  the  gross  and  unjustifiable  piece 
of  obstruction  that  has  been  practised 
since  the  beginning  of  the  present  Sitting 
until  now — 10  minutes  to  3  o'clock.     I 
hope  the  country  at  largo  will  realise 
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the  significance  of  the  position  the  Go- 
vernment have  taken  up  to-day,  which 
has  simply  resulted  in  a  profitless  waste 
of  half  a  Sitting,  when  the  Sitting  is 
limited,  as  it   is   on  Wednesday.    We 
have  not  had  one  single  word  of  jus- 
tification or  of  reason  from  the  Govern- 
ment in  explanation  of  their  attitude. 
My  explanation  is  this — and  I  challenge 
anyone  to  dispute  it— the  Government 
want  the  time  of  this  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment to  he  consumed  over  this  Grimes 
Bill,  because  they  are  unable  usefully 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  with 
any  measure  of  their  own  which  they 
can  reasonably  expect  to  pass.     From 
time  to  time,  to  suit  their  own  malignant 
policy,  they  think  it  necessary  to  make 
a  show  of  irritation  at  what  they  are 
pleased    to    call    obstruction.      Their 
irritation  is   a    mere    pretence;    it   is 
a    mere    profession    held    out    before 
the  country  in  order  to  intensify  the 
hostile  feelings  which  prevail  in  this 
country  in  regard  to  Irish  affairs.    But 
the  people  of  England,    having    now 
turned  their  attention  to  the  matter  in  a 
manner  they  never  did  before,  will  be,  I 
believe,  able  to  appreciate  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  attitude  of  the  Government, 
and  the  hollo  wn  ess  of  the  charges  of 
obstruction  which  they  make. 

Mr.  T.  p.    O'CONNOR    (Liverpool, 

Scotland) :  Mr.  Courtney,  I  do  not  wish 

to  stand  between  the  Committee  and  a 

Division  for  more  than  a  few  moments. 

The  Government  are  not  in  a  position  at 

the  present  moment  to  apply  the  cloture, 

but  we  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 

discussion  which  has  taken  place.    We 

are  still  more  satisfied  with  the  contrast 

between  the  attitude  of  the  Government 

io  insisting  upon  unnecessary  phraseo- 

logy^  and  our  attitude  in  bringing  the 

debate  to  an  earlier  close  than  we  may 

have  been  expected  to  do. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  180; 
Noes  116:  Majority  64, — (Div.  List, 
No.  199.)  [3.10  p.m.] 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
desire  now,  Mr.  Courtney,  to  move  an 
Amendment  which  does  not  appear  upon 
the  Pa]>er.  It  is  to  omit  the  two  enact- 
iog^  paragraphs  of  the  1st  sub-section  of 
the  clause.  I  move  this  Amendment  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  a  point  again 
which  I  have  already  raised  in  the  form 
of  a. Question.     I  asked  yesterday  the 


Attorney    General    for    Ireland    (Mr. 
Holmes)  what  necessity  there  was  for 
this  provision  at  all,  and  I  drew  his 
attention  to  a  case  which  recently  came 
before  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  in 
Ireland — a  case  in  which  a  man  belong- 
ing to  Kerry  was  charged  with  murder 
and  returned  for  trial.     He    was    an 
Emergency  man,  and  it  was  said  he  could 
not  get  a  fair  trial  in  Kerry.     An  appli- 
cation was  made  to  change  the  venue  to 
Cork,  and  it  was  granted  by  the  Court 
of  Queen's  Bench.    I  raised  the  point 
yesterday  whether  it  wag  not  the  case 
that  the  power  of  the  Queen's  Bench  was 
limited.    I  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man at  the  time,  if  the  Courts  of  Law  in 
Ireland  had  that  power  already,  what 
was  the  object  of  this  sub-section  de- 
signed    to    give    power    that    existed 
already?    The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  said  that  until  the  proper 
time  came  and  the  point  was  raised  on  the 
details  of  the  Bill  he  could  not  give  an 
explanation  of  the  intentions  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  inserting  this  sub-section. 
He  said  he  should  show  that  in  his  view 
the  powers  the  Courts  of  Law  had  at 
present  were  not  sufficiently  extensive, 
or  that  some  obstacle  existed  in  the  way 
of  their  efficiently  exercising  their  powers. 
Well,  I  now  wish  to  obtain  the  explana- 
tion the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man said  he  would  give  of  this  proposal 
to  introduce  into  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
in  the  form  of  a  new  enactment,  a  pro- 
vision which  he  says  is  already  practi- 
cally the  existing  law. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  3,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  words 
"  Where  an  indictment  for  a  crime  committed 
in  a  proclaimed  district  has  been  found  against 
a  defendant,  or  a  defendant  has  been  committed 
for  trial  for  such  crime."— -(Jfr.  MauHce  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  word 
*  Where '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present ;  Committee  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity ) :  There  exists  at  the  present  time 
a  machinery  by  which  a  change  of  venue 
can  be  brought  about  in  certain  cases  at 
Common  Law.  The  debate  on  the  second 
reading  went  on  that  assumption,  and  I 
made  that  statement  at  the  time  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  South  Hackney  (Sir  Charles  Russell). 

[^Fourleenth  Ni^ht,'] 
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I  pointed  out  that  a  Common  Law  case 
might  be  removed  to  the  Queen's  Bench; 
that  when  there  an  application  might  be 
made  to  enter  upon  the  record  a  suggestion 
of  change  of  venue ;  and  that  the  record 
might  thus  be  sent  down  to  a  particular 
place  for  trial.  The  complicated  character 
of  the  machinery  is  such  as  to  render  it 
almost  impossible  to  have  a  change  of 
venue  at  Common  Law  under  ordinary 
circumstances.  The  time  which  is  con- 
sumed is  considerable,  and  that  alone  is 
a  great  objection ;  accordingly,  we  find 
that  both  in  •English  and  Irish  law  the 
occasions  on  which  this  machinery  has 
been  put  in  motion  have  been  very  few. 
On  some  occasions  the  Crown  has  made 
application  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Common  Law  in  Ireland,  with  a  view  of 
having  a  change  of  venue ;  but  it  has 
not  been  successful  more  than  once  or 
twice.  Now  and  then  a  change  of  venue 
has  been  allowed  on  the  application  of 
accused  persons,  because  no  resistance 
has  been  offered  by  the  Crown — the 
Crown  having  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  in  the  interests  of  justice  the  appli- 
cation should  be  agreed  to.  In  a  murder 
case  from  Cork,  I  put  it  to  hon.  Members 
whether  there  would  not  be  as  much 
chance  of  getting  a  fair  trial  in  Dublin 
as  in  Cork  itself  ?  [  Cries  of  **  No,  no !  "] 
Well,  I  have  given  the  reason  why  the 
Government  think  it  necessary  to  have 
the  alteration  in  the  law  proposed  in  this 
Bill ;  and  when  we  come  to  discuss  the 
various  Amendments  to  be  moved  to  this 
clause  we  shall  be  able  to  show  that, 
unless  the  complicated  character  of  the 
existing  machinery  for  bringing  about 
a  change  of  venue  is  considerably  modi- 
fied, it  cannot  be  considered  reasonably 
effectual  for  its  purpose.  We  shall  be 
able  to  show,  generally,  that  the  ma- 
chinery which  exists  at  the  present  time 
must  be  altered,  and  that  there  are  other 
difficulties  at  present  which  render  a 
free  exercise  of  change  of  venue  impos- 
sible. Such  is  our  object  in  introducing 
this  clause,  and  I  trust  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  will  be  satisfied  with  this 
explanation,  and  will  allow  us  to  make 
progress  with  this  section.  I  trust  there 
will  not  be  a  long  discussion  on  the 
question  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  op- 
posite (Mr.  M.  Healy). 

Mr.  MAUEICE  HEALY:  I  quite 
concur  in  the  observation  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that  there 
should  not  be  a  long  discussion ;  but  he 

Mr.  IlQl/nei 


will  permit  me  to  say  that  on  the  sub- 
ject before  the  Committee  he  has  not 
been  so  argumentative  as  he  usually  is 
when  answering  questions  from  this  side 
of  the  House.    I  failed  to  gather  from 
his    speech    any   reason    for    making 
a    new    legal    provision    for   bringing 
about  change  of  venue,  having  regard 
to  the  existing  provisions  of  the  law. 
The  only  tangible  thing  which  I  can 
find    in   his   speech    is  that   he   says 
the  procedure  under  the  existing  law 
is  of  a  somewhat  complicated  charac- 
ter.    I  object  as  much  as  anyone  to 
having  a  legal  procedure  in  any  case 
which  is  notoriously  complicated  ;  but  if 
there  is  any  class  of  case  which  would 
warrant    complicated    procedure,  it  is 
this  case  of  changing  the  venue  in  which 
a  prisoner  is  to  be  tried.    If  the  scenes 
that   were    enacted  under  the  Act  of 
1 882  are  to  be  repeated,  and  if  unfor- 
tunate people  from  Connemara  are  to  be 
brought  up  for  trial,  I,  for  my  part, 
shall  not  regard  it  as  of  any  advantage 
to  disturb  the  safeguard  which  is  at 
present  thrown  over  the  liberty  of  these 
people  in  the  shape  of  the  complex  pro- 
cedure which  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  described.    The  obtain- 
ing of  changes  of  venue  will  be  faoili* 
tated  by  doing  away  with  the  complex 
machinery  to  which  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  has  referred,  and  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  will 
see  for  himself  the  difficulty  of  main- 
taining his  position  in  this  argument  as 
to  complex  procedure.     He  must  see 
perfectly  well  that  no  argument  founded 
on  considerations  of  that  kind  will  be 
sufficient  to  warrant  such  an  enaotmeot 
as  this  we  are  discussing ;  theref ore«  he 
has  hinted,  and  he  has  done  more  than 
hint,  at  some  further  difficulties  of  policj 
that  stand  in  the  way  of  the  free  exer^ 
cise  of  the  law  as  to  change  of  Tonue. 
He  has  stated  that,  apart  from  this  <x>n- 
sideration  of  complex  procedure,  tliere 
are  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  free  exer- 
cise of  change  of  venue  as  it  at  present 
exists.       I   invite  him    to    say    what 
those  difficulties  cure.    I  have  referred 
him  to  a  particular  case.  The  only  in^und 
alleged   for   change  of  venue  in  that 
particular  case  was  the  fear  that  an  impar- 
tial trial  could  not  be  had  in  the  veaiia 
where  the  trial  was  originally  to  take 
place,  and  the  Government  have  them- 
selves alleged  in  this  very  olauee  that 
the  ground  on  which  they  seek 
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of  venue  under  the  macbinery  provided 
by  this  Act  is  because  of  the  fear  that 
impartial  trials  cannot  be  had.    Is  this 
allegation  a  sufficient    ground  for  in- 
creasing the    facilities  for    change    of 
▼enue  ?    Is  this  the  difficulty  which  has 
to  be  added  to  that  of  complex  pro- 
cedure?   The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  stated  that  on  a  previous 
stage  of  this  Bill  he  dwelt  more  fully  on 
this  matter.  I  regret  that  I  had  not  the 
opportunity  of  hearing  what  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  said,  for 
what  he  says  is  generally  worth  hearing; 
but  I  venture  to  say  that  if  he  did  not, 
in  reply  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  South  Hackney 
(Sir  Charles  Russell),  put  forward  any 
more  reasons  than  those  he  has  briefly 
mentioned  to-day,   I  do  not  think  he 
could  have  made  out  any  ground  for  the 
introduction  in  this  Bill  of  a  change  of 
venue.    Our  case  is  a  simple  one.    The 
Gh>vemment  admit  that  under  the  exist- 
ing law  they  have  the  power  to  change 
the  venue — that  is  the  case  now  made 
by  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man.   He  has  not  pointed  out  a  single 
diffioolty  that  exists  in  the  free  exercise 
of  this  power  beyond  this  one  difficulty, 
which  he  describes  as  complex  procedure, 
but  which  I  should  describe  as  a  series 
of  obstacles  most  properly  thrown    in 
the  way  of  this  change  of  venue  by  the 
Courts  of  Law,  in  the  discharge  of  their 
doty  of  protecting   the  liberty  of  the 
subject  and  of  seeing  that  this  extreme 
and  extraordinary  power  is  not  used  to 
oppress  people  by  changing  the  venue 
fyotJEL    their   own  part    of  the  country 
and    catting  them  off  from  their   re- 
aonrces  and  from  their  districts,  taking 
them  to  be  tried  by  persons  who  are 
strang^ers  to   them  in  every    point   of 
Tiew,  differing  from  them  in  language, 
in  religion,   almost  in  nationality,  and 
alien  to  them  in  thought  and  sympathy. 
X  aay  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tieman  has  failed  to  make  out  a  case 
for  this  clause.     He  has  failed  to  show 
that  there  is  any  ground  for  strengthen- 
ing* the  present  law.    He  has  failed  to 
flhovr  that  the  present  law  is  defective, 
and  on  that  ground  I  do  not  think  the 
Ghovernment  are  justified  in   wantonly 
han&pering  and  overloading  the  Bill  with 
tfaia  provision. 

Mn.  SOLMES :  You  must  have  some 
power  of  changing  venue,  and  I  only 
rmeat  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  M. 


Healy)  that  unless  an  alteration  is  made 
in  the  law,  it  will,  in  practice,  be  impos- 
sible to  obtain  such  a  change  in  venue 
in  many  criminal  cases  where  it  may  be 
desirable  to  exercise  it.  I  regret  that  I 
am  not  able  to  answer  questions  put  to 
me  as  clearly  and  as  satisfactorily  as  the 
hon.  Member  (Mr.  M.  Healy)  desires.  So 
far  as  this  point  is  concerned,  however, 
it  is  admitted  that  we  are  not  now  to 
discuss  the  policy  of  the  clause  on  the 
Amendment  proposed.  I  would  submit, 
therefore,  that  it  will  be  to  the  interest 
of  all  parties  for  us  to  go  to  the  considera- 
tion of  some  Amendment  upon  which 
there  can  be  something  like  a  profitable 
discussion. 

Mr.  T.  M.  healy  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  do  not  think  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  need  debase  himself  by  say- 
ing that  he  is  not  able  to  give  as  clear 
and  satisfactory  answers  as  might  be  de- 
sired. For  my  own  part,  I  think  the  an- 
swers we  receive  from  him  compare  most 
favourably  with  the  replies  we  receive 
from  his  right  hon.  Colleague,  for  he,  at 
any  rate,  is  always  able  to  confine  him- 
self closely  to  the  point,  which  other 
Ministers,  as  we  have  seen  to-day,  are 
unable  to  do.  Why,  Sir,  do  we  raise 
this  point  which  is  now  under  discussion? 
It  is  a  substantial  point.  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  says  that  no 
change  of  venue  in  a  serious  criminal 
case  has  ever  been  had ;  but  he  seems 
to  forget  that  an  Emergency  man  can  get 
the  change  of  venue  with  the  greatest 
facility.  The  absurdity  of  the  thing  is 
that  although  Emergency  men  are  able 
to  obtain  a  change  of  venue  when  they 
desire  it,  we  are  not  able  to  do  so.  Why 
should  we  not  have  the  same  privilege  ? 
I  agree  that  it  would  not  be  reasonable 
to  prolong  this  discussion;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  it  is  necessary  to  point  out 
that  on  no  subsequent  Amendment  can 
the  Committee  discuss  the  particular 
point  now  raised.  We  have  now  had  an 
answer  from  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman.  He  always  does  manage 
to  give  us  some  answer,  but  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Ohief  Secre- 
tary we  get  no  answers  at  all — we  hear 
from  him  nothing  but  verbiage.  I 
would  suggest  that  the  Amendment 
should  be  withdrawn. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY:  I  withdraw 
the  Amendment ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
I  must  say  that  I  do  not  consider  that 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
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has  giren  me  a  satisfactory  answer  at 
aU. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn, 

Mb.  O'DOHERTY  (Donegal,  N.):  I 
beg,  Sir,  to  move,  in  page  3,  line  19,  to 
amend  the  clause,  by  inserting,  after 
**  where,"  the  words  "  after  the  passing 
of  this  Act."  This  Amendment  comes, 
I  think,  with  great  force  now  that  the 
Government  have  got  the  power  to  obtain 
special  juries.  Iii  cdl  the  cases  men- 
tioned in  the  4  th  section  you  can  have  a 
special  jury,  and  you  can  send  men  for 
trial  and  have  a  choice  of  venue — in 
conspiracy  cases,  for  instance,  you  can 
send  men  for  trial  to  the  Oounty  of 
Dublin.  Tou  can  try  men  for  conspiracy 
wherever  any  part  of  the  conspiracy  is 
supposed  to  have  taken  place,  where,  in 
fact,  the  least  act  of  conspiracy  is  said 
to  have  taken  place.  In  that  particular 
case  they  have,  I  will  venture  to  say, 
power  to  obtain  that  which,  from  their 
point  of  view,  will  be  about  the  best 
special  jury  possible  to  select  anywhere. 
I  cannot  even  except  the  North  of  Ire- 
land, for  I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to 
get  12  men  in  that  part  of  the  country  to 
combine  in  favour  of  anytliing  that  would 
injure  the  tenant  right  in  their  district. 
I  do  not  think  you  could  get  them.  But 
I  will  not  occupy  more  time  in  moving 
the  Amendment  than  what  is  necessary 
to  enable  me  to  call  attention  to  this — 
that  in  all  cases  mentioned  here  which 
have  already  occurred  where  indictments 
have  been  granted,  or  the  prisoners  have 
been  conmitted  for  trial,  the  Grown  has 
deliberately  chosen  to  put  the  venue  in 
a  particular  place,  and  take  the  trial 
before  common  jurors.  A  section  has 
been  passed  which  enables  them  to 
change  common  jurors  for  special  jurors. 
I  think  it  a  fair  thing  to  say  that  the 
retrospective  action  of  the  clause  should 
be  limited  in  extent.  The  hght  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Ohief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land yesterday,  in  reply  to  a  similar 
Motion,  asked  whether  it  was  proposed 
that  there  was  to  be  immunity  for  all 
offences  committed  before  the  passing  of 
this  Act.  Nothing  of  the  sort,  Sir.  The 
Government  have  a  most  tremendous 
machinery  under  the  3rd  section  for 
punishing  everything  of  that  kind,  and 
in  the  2nd  clause  they  have  a  radical 
change  in  the  method  of  trying  the  of- 
fences. I  put  it  to  every  Member  of  the 
Oommittee  whether  the  change  made  by 
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the  2nd  section,  affecting  trial  by  Stipen- 
diary Magistrates,  with  limited  power  of 
punishment,  is  not  a  much  less  serious 
change  in  the  procedure  in  the  trial  of 
a  prisoner  than  while  continuing  the 
punishments  that  the  Common  Law  metes 
out  to  particular  offences,  unmitigated  in 
the  slightest  degree,  to  put  a  man  on 
trial  under  a  change  of  venue?  The 
argument  upon  which  a  retrospective 
policy  was  condemned  in  regard  to  the 
2nd  clause  applies  with  much  g^reater 
force  when  we  come  to  speak  of  change 
of  venne. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
19,  after  **  where,"  insert  "after  the 
passing  of  this  Act." — {Mr,  G*Doherty,) 

Question  proposed, ''  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL    pob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity):    One  of  the  main  principles 
which  has  guided  Her  Majesty's  Gt>- 
vernmeut  in  the  preparation  of  this  Bill 
has  been  the  conviction  that,  for  some 
time  past,  it  has  been  impossible  in  cer* 
tain  parts  of  Ireland  to  get  a  fair  trial. 
We  may  be  right  or  we  may  be  wrong 
in  that  opinion,  but  we  have  constantly 
maintained  it ;  we  advanced  the  argu- 
ment on  the  first  and  second  reading, 
the  argument  has  been  replied  to,  and 
the  House  has  decided  that  our  view 
must  prevail.     Assuming  that  we  are 
right,  and  that  for  some  time  past  it  has 
been  impossible  to  obtain  fair  trials  in 
Ireland,  it  would  be  manifestly  foolish  and 
absurd  on  our  part,  having  regard  to  the 
general  character  of  the  Bill,  if  we  were 
to  pass  a  provision  to  prevent  the  appU* 
cation  of  this  clause^  by  which  we  hope 
to  give  fair  trial — to  the  case  of  a  orime 
committed  to-morrow,  or  next  week,  or 
the  week  or  the  day  before  the  Act  oomes 
into  operation,  and  prevent  the  applica- 
tion of  what  we  consider  a  fair  trial  to 
such  crime.    If  there  is  any  basis  at  all 
for  the  contention  of  the  Gbvemment, 
you  should  not  exclude  from  the  opera* 
tion  of  this  Bill  offences  which  we  nxain- 
tain  are  now  going  unpunished  by  roaaoa 
of  this  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  fair  trial* 
We  ought  to  be  able  to  avail  ourselTes 
of  this  clause  in  prosecuting  any  un* 
punished  offenders  for  crimes  recently 
committed,  or  persons  who  may  oommit 
crimes  before  the  Bill  becomes  law- 
Ma.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,    Birr)  : 
.The  geseral  policy  adopted  ia  passtoe 
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Bills  in  this  House  has  always  been  not 
to  make  them  retrospective.    When  you 
do  make  measures  retrospective,  it  is 
desirable  that  you  should  have  sufficient 
grounds  for  so  doing.    Assuming  that 
the  case  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman refers  to  were  made  out ;  assum- 
ing— which  we  do  not  admit — that  the 
contention  of  the  Government  that  it  has 
been  impossible  to  obtain  fair  trials  in 
the  past  is  well-founded,  and  that  con- 
victions have  not  been  obtained  where 
they  ought  to  have  been  obtained,  is  it, 
I  ask,  advisable  to  make  your  Bill  not  a 
Bill  for  the  prevention  of  crime,  but  one 
of  vengeance  ?    Is  it  advisable,  I  ask,  to 
let  a  measure  of  this  kind  have  about  it 
a  great  deal  of  the  spirit  of  revenge  ? 
T*  *u-  answers  given  from  the  Front 
.  opposite,  in  the  course  of  the  last 
or  two,  we  have  heard  that  crime 
minishing  in  Ireland.    The  Govern- 
it  take  glory  for  that  as  if  it  were 
air  doing.      They  admit  that  crime 
/  diminishing  in  Ireland.    The  object 
of  all  criminal  measures  is  to  prevent 
crime— the  object  of  this  Criminal  Bill 
is  to  prevent  crime — but  if  crime  is  dimi* 
nishing  in  Ireland,  that  is  still  another 
reason  why  you  should  not  make  the 
measure,  retrospective.     It  is  lowering 
the  character  of  the  Bill  to  make  it  re- 
trospective.   I  put  it  on  the  groimd  of 
public  policy — if  you  want  to  prevent 
crime,  let  the  past  be  past.    You  will 
find    that    course   of    action  of   much 
greater  assistance  to  you  than  that  you 
propose.      To  deal  with    retrospective 
crime  you  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
existing  procedure,  instead  of  raking  up 
the  past  after  this  Bill  becomes  law.   It 
IB  because  I  think  it  bad  policy  to  make 
this  Bill  retrospective,  and  not  because  I 
want  to  protect  anyone  who  may  de- 
serve punishment,  that  I  support  this 
Ameodment.    I  strongly  maintain  that 
it  ia  extremely  bad  policy,  wherever  it 
can  be  avoided,  to  allow  a  Bill  to  deal 
with  what  has  already  happened. 

Uk.  OHANCE  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  says  it  is  impossible  to  have 
a  fair  trial  in  some  parts  of  Ireland.  I 
deny  the  accuracy  of  that  statement; 
bat  even  if  it  were  a  good  reason,  why 
does  he— when  his  case  is  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  obtain  convictions  in  certain 
parts  of  Ireland,  and  in  certain  parts 
only ^make  this  clause  apply  retrospec- 
tively to  the  whole  of  Ireland?  Obviously 


the  course  he  is  taking  is  inconsistent. 
Some  months  ago  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  and  his  Oolleague 
attempted  to  get  a  conviction  against 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  East 
Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  and  others  for  advo« 
eating  the  Plan  of  Campaign ;  and 
having  failed  in  that  conviction,  al- 
though a  jury  of  the  County  of  Dublin 
was  employed,  and  although  care  was 
taken  that  none  but  men  of  considerable 
substance  got  upon  the  jury,  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  now  de- 
sires, under  this  clause,  to  have  the 
power  to  send  such  a  case,  say,  to  the 
County  of  Antrim.  I  know  the  sort  of 
jury  you  would  get  in  the  County  of 
Antrim  very  well.  Speaking  to  some- 
one very  well  acquainted  with  the  feel- 
ing in  that  county  some  time  ago,  I  was 
assured  that  if  we  were  taken  to  the 
County  of  Antrim  for  trial  the  jurors  of 
that  coimty  would  only  be  too  anxious 
to  hang  us,  whether  they  had  evidence 
against  us  or  not.  Those  are  the  sort 
of  people  to  whose  tender  mercies  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  de- 
sires to  have  power  to  send  Nationalist 
prisoners  to  for  trial.  I  think  the  state- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman is  inconsistent  with  the  wording 
of  this  clause.    The  clause  says — 

'*  Where  an  indictment  for  a  crime  committed 
in  a  proclaimed  district  has  been  found  against 
a  defendant.*' 

If  the  only  cases  in  which  a  change  of 
venue  is  to  take  place  are  cases  where 
crime  has  been  committed  in  a  pro- 
claimed district,  it  is  evident  that  you 
cannot  properly  give  a  retrospective 
action  to  this  clause.  I  respectfully 
submit  that  crime  committed  in  a  pro- 
claimed district  is  not  crime  committed 
in  a  district  that  is  not  now  proclaimed. 
If  that  is  so,  it  would  seem  as  if  this 
Amendment  is  not  necessary  at  all.  But 
in  the  discussion  of  the  1st  and  2nd 
clauses  we  found  that  the  words  **  com* 
mitted  in  a  proclaimed  district "  meant 
committed  in  a  district  that  might  after- 
wards be  proclaimed.  That  interpreta- 
tion seemed  to  me  an  abuse  of  the  Eng- 
lish language,  and  if  the  point  were  to 
be  rais^  in  an  English  Court  of  Law  I 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  that 
would  be  the  view  taken  by  the  Judge. 
We  should  not  trouble  ourselves  about 
it,  because  we  should  know  that  the 
monstrous  construction  put  upon  the 
words  by  the  Treasury  Bench  would 
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not  be  confirmed  by  the  Court.  But 
there  is  a  great  difference  between 
Courts  of  Law  in  England  and  Ireland. 
There  is  a  familiar  likeness  between  the 
Courts  of  Lawy  and  the  individuals  pre- 
siding in  them,  in  Ireland  now  and  those 
you  had  in  England  some  300  years  ago. 
I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  in 
the  Irish  Courts  the  precise  reading  of 
this  clause  which  we  hear  on  the  Trea- 
sury B9nch  will  be  held.  It  is  that 
which  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  move 
this  Amendment.  The  Amendment  would 
have  been  perfectly  unnecessary  but  for 
the  lead  given  by  the  Treasury  Bench  to 
those  who  will  have  to  administer  this 
Act.  I  think  this  Amendment  should 
be  inserted  in  the  Bill  to  show  that  the 
measure  must  be  administered  in  Ire- 
land as  it  would  be  in  England  or  in 
any  other  civilized  community. 

Mb.  MAUEICE  HEALY  (Cork): 
The  analysis  of  crime  in  Ireland  for  the 
past  six  months  shows  that  the  number 
of  cases  to  which  this  clause  could  be 
applied  must  be  exceedingly  small.  The 
number  of  prisoners  at  the  Winter  As- 
sizes would  have  conferred  on  the  Go- 
vernment a  power  practically  analogous 
to  that  sought  for  in  this  section.  It 
would  have  enabled  them  to  take  cri- 
minals from  Munster  to  Cork,  from 
Leinster  to  Dublin,  and  from  Ulster  to 
Belfast.  Under  that  arrangement,  the 
Government  once  a-year  are  enabled  to 
change  the  venue  of  trials,  and  therefore 
we  have  practically  a  clear  slate  up  to 
the  last  Winter  Assizes  in  December 
last,  and  we  are  only  concerned  with 
offences  committed  since  the  last  Winter 
Assizes,  and  these,  owing  to  the  almost 
complete  absence  of  crime  in  Ireland, 
are  few  in  number.  The  question  of 
this  clause  being  retrospective,  therefore, 
is  not  of  importance  in  regard  to  the 
number  of  cases  that  are  likely  to  come 
under  it ;  but  the  principle  involved  is 
a  very  serious  matter,  because,  as  my 
hon.  Friend  has  said,  it  practically  re- 
yerses  the  whole  of  the  policy  of  previous 
legislation,  which  has  been  to  make  Acts 
of  Parliament  apply  to  cases  arising 
after  those  Acts  were  passed,  and  not  to 
anything  of  a  retrospective  character. 
Of  course,  the  argument  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  reply  to  that  is  that  this  is  a 
mere  matter  of  procedure;  that  they 
create  no  new  offences ;  and  that  it  would 
be  absurd  to  except  from  the  operation 
of  the  improved  procedure  any  offences, 
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whether  committed  before  the  passing 
of  the  Act  or  not,  and  to  prevent  this 
improved  procedure  from  being  availed 
of  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  criminals 
to  justice.    The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the    Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  has  very  properly  put  the  case 
of  a  crime  that  might  be  committed  the 
week  or  even  the  very  day  before  the 
passing  of  the  Act.    He  says  it  would 
be  absurd  to  rely  on  the  old  broken- 
down  judiciary  in  Ireland  for  the  prose- 
cution of  a  person  for  such  a  crime;  but 
that  is  not  a  fair  argument ;  because,  in 
the  case  of  a  crime  committed  just  before 
the  passing  of  the  Act,  they  would  not 
have  to  rely  on  the  old  broken-down 
judiciary.  They  have  got,  under  Clause  3 
of  this  Act,  a  most  important  qualifi- 
cation of  the  old  machinery.   They  have 
got  the  power  of  empannelling  a  special 
j  ury  in  any  particular  case,  and  the  Com- 
mittee has  already  refused  to  declare 
that  that  power  shall  be  restricted  to 
offences  committed  subsequent  to  the 
passing  of  the  Act.    It  is  absurd  to  say, 
therefore,  that  in  agreeingto  this  Amend- 
ment the  Government  would  be  relin- 
quishing the  power  of  punishing  offences 
committed  before  the  passing  of  the  Act, 
or  that  in  dealing  with  those  offences 
they  would  be  compelled  to  fall  back 
upon  the  old  procedure.   I  think  that  is 
a  complete  answer  to  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  upon  that  point.    I 
think  we  are  entitled  to  an  answer  from 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
to  the  point    raised  by  my  hon.  and 
learned   Friend.      I  think    we    ought 
to    know    whether   it   is    intended  to 
deal    retrospectively   vfith    such    cases 
as  that  in  which  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.    Dillon) 
was  concerned.    One  of  the  last  of  the 
cases   which  may  occnr  prior    to  the 
passing  of  this  Act  is  that  of  my  hon. 
Friend,  and  unless  this  Amendment  is 
accepted  that  case  would  unquestion* 
ably  come  within  the  powers  gpranted  by 
this  clause.    We  want  an  answer  from 
the  Irish  Gorernment  upon  this  point 
Do  they  mean  to  use  the  powers  of  this 
clause  to  obtain  against  my  hon.  Friend 
a  conviction  which  they  were  nnabla  to 
obtain  under  the  old  law  ?     They  have 
announced  that  their  policy  will  be  to 
administer   the    Act    so  as   to   paniflh 
offeoces  committed  before  the  passing  of 
the  Act,  and  they  would  be  withiA  the 
lines  of  that  policy  if  they  proclaimed 
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the  County  op  the  City  of  Dublin,  and 
tried  my  bon.  Friend  under  this  clause. 
They  would  be  within  their  rights  in 
doing  that ;  but  I  think  all  would  agree 
with  me  that  a  fouler  use  of  a  judicial 
process  could  not  be  devised  than  to  use 
the  machinery  placed  in  their  hands  by 
this  clause  in  such  a  way.     I  do  not 
think  any  fair-minded  man  will  venture 
to  suggest  for  a  moment  that  such  a  use 
of  this  power  of  changing  the  venue 
would  be  a  fair,  or  proper,  or  reason- 
able exercise  of  that  power.    That  being 
so,  I  do  think  that  my  hon.  Friend  is 
quite  justified  in  asking  the  Govern- 
ment to  g^ve  us  some  declaration  of  their 
intention  upon  that    point.    Do    they 
mean  to  so  misuse  and  to  abuse  this 
power  of  changing  the  venue  as  to  apply 
it  to  such  a  case  as  that  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  East  Mayo? 
Do  they  mean  to  attempt,  by  hook  or 
by  crook,  whether  by  this   power  of 
changing  the  venue  or  not,  to  obtain 
the  conviction  they  were  not  able  to 
obtain  under  the  old  law  ?    Do  they 
mean  to  send  my  hon.  Friend  down  to 
Belfast,  or  to  Down,  or  to  send  him  off 
elsewhere,  for  trial  before  a  special  j  ury  ? 
I  do  think  this  is  a  most  important 
point.     From  one  point  of  view  I  say 
the  Amendment  is  not  of  vital  import- 
ance, because  the  number  of  cases  it 
would  affect  are  limited ;  but  as  regards 
this  course  of  action  generally  it  is  of 
vital  importance,   and  as  regards  the 
operation  of  the  clause  upon  my  hon. 
Friend  it  may  be  of  vital  importance.   I 
do  think  we  are  entitled  to  some  decla- 
ration from  the  Government  as  regards 
the  class  of  case  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred.    We  are  entitled  to  know  whe- 
ther they  do  or  do  not  intend  to  use  this 
power  ag^ainst  my  hon.  Friend. 

Mb.  O'DOHERTY  :  Before  we  go  to 
a  Division  upon  this  Amendment,  I  wish 
to  point  out  that  if  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  would  give 
some  answer  on  the  point  now  raised 
he  would  probably  save  a  discussion  on 
the  next  Amendment.  I  rather  in- 
tended to  deal  with  that  point  on  that 
Amendment.  With  your  permission, 
Sir,  I  would  say  thatif  the  words  '^  after 
the  passings  of  this  Act"  are  inserted 
after  the  word  "  found,"  the  two  Amend- 
moitB  will  be  covered.  I  think  the  right 
lum.  and  learned  Gentleman  did  not 
tmLj  interpret  what  I  put  forward.  He 


spoke  of  our  wishing  to  give  immunity 
to  those  offences  committed  between  the 
passing  of  this  Act  and  a  week  or  a  day 
prior  to  it.  I  spoke  of  treating  offences 
under  this  clause  so  far  back  as  the 
finding  of  a  true  bill  by  the  Grand  Jury, 
and  I  should  not  put  such  cases  in  the 
category  of  offences  committed  up  to 
within  a  short  period  of  the  passing  of 
the  Act.  I  referred  to  cases  where  the 
Crown  had  taken  proceedings,  had  gone 
to  the  Grand  Jury,  framed  an  indict- 
ment, and  had,  perhaps,  failed  before 
the  petty  jury.  I  mentioned  that  the 
Crown  had  a  special  juiy  to  go  to.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  deals 
with  the  matter  as  though  we  want  to 
prevent  all  retrospective  action  what- 
ever under  this  clause.  I  only  dealt 
with  two  particular  cases.  The  action 
the  Government  can  take  now  in  re- 
spect of  crimes  committed  before  the 
passing  of  the  Act  will  still  be  open  to 
them.  I  only  object  to  their  taking 
action  under  this  clause  in  regard  to 
cases  which  they  could  deal  with  now, 
but  which  they  will  not  deal  with — in 
reference  to  which  they  are  refraining 
from  taking  action  until  they  have  this 
Bill.  I  know  they  are  waiting  for  this 
measure  in  some  cases.  I  wish  to  save 
only  cases  in  which  the  Crown  have 
already  taken  proceedings;  but  in  no 
way  would  the  proposal  save  a  man  who 
has  committed  an  offence  between  this 
and  the  passing  of  the  Act. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  128; 
Noes  214:  Majority  86. — (Div.  List, 
No.  200.)  [4.10.  P.M.] 

Mr.  O'DOHEETY  (Donegal,  N.) : 
I  wish  now  to  move  an  Amendment,  in 
line  19,  after  **  where,"  to  leave  out  to 
'^  or,"  in  line  20,  inclusive.  My  wish  is 
to  compel  the  prosecution  to  make  a 
motion  for  it  before  they  are  allowed  a 
change  of  venue.  I  contend  that  they 
should  be  required  to  make  their  motion 
to  change  the  venue  before  they  have 
gone  to  the  Grand  Jury  and  had  an 
indictment  found,  even  in  the  future. 
That,  I  think,  is  an  altered  aspect  of 
the  case.  I  admit  that  we  have  disposed 
of  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
clause  is  to  be  retrospective.  It  is  to  be 
retrospective ;  but  I  say  that  the  Crown 
should  be  compelled  to  give  justice  to  a 
defendant.    If  they  want  to  change  the 
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venue,  they  should  move  for  an  order 
for  such  change  before  they  take  a  man 
before  the  Grand  Jury.  They  have  no 
right  to  double  the  expense  of  the  de- 
fendant, who  may  have  prepared,  and  in 
all  probability  will  have  prepared,  to 
meet  his  accusers  in  one  place,  and  will 
have  in  the  end  to  go  to  another  place  to 
be  tried.  Why  should  the  Crown  be 
allowed  to  obtain  a  change  of  venue 
after  they  have  taken  a  prisoner  before 
the  Grand  Jury?  It  seems  to  me  it 
would  involve  great  hardship  if  they 
are  to  be  allowed  to  send  a  prisoner  up 
for  trial  in  one  place,  and  then,  when 
the  trial  has  really  been  entered  on 
there,  send  him  elsewhere,  after  an  ap- 
plication to  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench 
to  change  the  venue. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
19,  after  the  word  "where,"  to  leave 
out  to  the  word  '*  or,"  in  line  20,  inclu- 
sive.— (Mr.  G*Doherty,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Thb  attorney  general  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  So  far  as  I  can  understand 
from  the  hon.  Member,  he  says  he  moves 
the  Amendment  on  the  ground  that  if  an 
indictment  is  found  against  a  man,  and 
after  that  the  venue  is  changed,  the  pri- 
soner will  be  put  to  a  considerable  amount 
of  expense.  In  reply  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, I  would  remind  him  that  there  is  a 
clause  in  the  Bill  which  provides  for  the 
payment  of  expenses.  The  costs  that 
would  be  incurred  by  reason  of  the 
change  of  venue  would  be  paid  under 
that  clause.  The  provision  is  similar 
to  one  in  the  Act  of  1882. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr) :  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  riffht  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland  a  question  upon  this 
Amendment.  I  should  like  to  know 
what  opportunity  will  be  allowed  to  a 
prisoner  to  appeal  to  the  Court  against 
a  proposed  change  of  venue  from  the 
town  where  he  has  made  his  arrange- 
ments  to  conduct  his  defence,  and 
what  time  will  be  allowed  him  ? 

Me.  HOLMES:  It  will  be  observed 
that  it  is  provided  in  a  subsequent  part 
of  the  Bill  that  after  an  order  is  made 
to  change  the  venue  an  application  can 
be  made  to  the  Court  within  a  prescribed 
period  asking  it  to  alter  the  decision. 

Mr,  (yjDoherty 


Mb.    MAURICE   HEALY   (Cork): 
There  is  nothing  in  the  first  paragrftph 
of  the  clause  to  describe  the  prooedore. 
If  there  were,  I  should  say  the  answer 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentlem&u 
has  given  is  a  good  one.    We  think  that 
cases  of   the  kind  which    have  been 
already  described  may  arise.    The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  may  say 
that  the  decision  on  the  last  Amendment 
disposed  of  the   question  of  the  retro- 
spective action  of  the  clause,  but  take 
this  case — a  man  is  charged  with  mur- 
der, an  investigation  takes  place  before 
the  magistrates  and  he  is  returned  for 
trial.    In  the  general  run  of  cases  there 
is  a  considerable  interval  between  the 
time  a  man  is  returned  for  trial  and  the 
time  an  indictment  is  found.     Is  it  not 
a  monstrous  thing  that  the  Government 
— the  Executive — having  a  long  interval 
of  that  kind  at  their  disposal,  should 
deliberately  wait  until  an  indiotment  is 
found,  and  make  their  application  for  a 
change  of  venue  at  the  last  moment? 
The  result  of  that  would  be  to  put  a  man 
to  unnecessary  expense,  and  posdhly  to 
prevent  his  getting  those  he  knows  and 
trusts  in  his  own  locality  to  defend  him. 
A  change  of  venue  at  the  last  moment 
might  dislocate  all  his  plans  and  prepara- 
tions. That  being  so,  are  we  not  reason- 
able  in  asking  that  the  Crown  should 
not  be  allowed  to  wait  until  the  last 
moment  before  making  the  application 
for  change  of  venue?     Are    we   not 
reasonable  in    asking    that    in,    some 
form  or  other,  some  check  shall  be  put 
on  the  Crown  ?     If  they  make  up  their 
minds  to  put  this  clause  in  operation, 
should  it  not  be  done  at  some  fixed  time 
before  the  trial  begins  ?    I  do  not  think 
anything  more  reasonable    than   that 
could  be  proposed,  and  I  do  not  think 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
opposite  has  given  a  satisfactory  answer 
to  the  point.  Can  any  practical  difficulty 
arise  owing  to  giving  a  prisoner  due 
notice  of  change  of  venue  ?      I  do  not 
think  so,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  great 
difficulty  may  result  from  the  defective 
manner  in  which  this  clause  has  been 
drafted.    I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any- 
thing in  the  clause  which  would  prev^t 
a  Judge  sitting  under  Her  Majest^s  Com- 
mission at  Assizes    from  saying  if  he 
chooses  I  will  go  on  with  the  ^a).  There 
is  nothingin  the  section  which  will  prevent 
a  trial  being  delayed  until  a  priaonef 
has  had  an  opportunity  of  taking  the 
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decision  of  the  Court  as  to  whether  the 
order  for  change  of  venue  is  right  or 
not.     Would  it  not  be  reasonable  to  in- 
sert in  the  clause  some  express  Proviso 
that  pending  the  trial  of  this  motion — 
pending  the  hearing  of  this  application 
for  change  of  venue — the  trial  should  not 
proceed?    The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman    may    say   it  is  absurd    to 
suppose  that  any  Judge  would  think  of 
going  on  with  a  trial  while  a  motion  of 
that  kind  is  pending;  but  strange  things 
sometimes  happen  in  Ireland,  and  for 
myself  I  have  not  complete  confidence 
in  what  Irish  Judges  would  do.     At  any 
rate,  I  desire  that  precautions  should  be 
taken    against    the    discretion    of    the 
Judges.     There  should  be  some  express 
Proviso  preventing  any  miscarriage  of 
justice    inserted   in    the   clause  itself. 
We  say  that  there  is  reason  to  think 
that  if  the  Grown  Counsel  elected  to 
make  a  change  of  venue,  even  on  the 
morning  of  the  trial,  he  would  be  able 
to  do  so.    There  is  a  final  point  which 
I  wish  to  mention  as  regards  the  incon- 
venience that   would   result  from  the 
change  of  venue.     What  is  there  to 
protect    the    prisoner    from    the    trial 
taking  place  at  an  unreasonable  time 
after   the   venue    has   been   changed? 
There  is  not  a  word  in  the  clause  to 
provide  that  any  interval  should  elapse 
between  the  time  when  the  change  of 
venue  is  ordered  and  the  time  when  the 
trial  commences.    We  do  ask  that  the 
prisoner  should  be  protected  in  this  re- 
spect.    Some  Proviso  should  be  intro- 
duced to  the  efiPeot  that  a  reasonable  in- 
terval should  elapse  between  the  order 
for  the  change  of  venue  and  the  time  at 
which  the  trial  is  to  take  place.     The 
cases  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land hfits  referred  to  do  not  bear  on 
this  point.     I  think  we  ought  to  have 
some  more  satisfactory  reply  from  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman. 

Mb.  O'DOHERTY  :  I  think  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  has  made  a 
mistake  in  what  he  said  with  reference 
to  the  costs.  I  have  looked  through  the 
16th  clause,  and  I  think  that,  whilst  it 
clearly  provides  for  the  expenses  of  the 
second  trial,  it  in  no  way  makes  pro- 
vision for  the  expenses  incurred  by  the 
change  of  venue.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  GFentleman  has  admitted  that 
these  expenses  ought  to  be  provided 


for,  but  has  said  that  they  are  provided 
for.  Now,  I  point  out  to  him  that  the 
expenses  already  incurred  are  not  pro- 
vided for.  If  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  will  consent  to  make  it  per- 
fectly clear  that  they  will  be  provided 
for,  I  will  withdraw  not  only  this  Amend- 
ment, but  my  other  Amendments  down 
to  No.  6. 

Mr.  HOLMES:  What  the  Crown 
undertakes  to  pay  is  the  additional  cost 
incurred  in  consequence  of  the  change 
of  venue.  They  could  not  undertake  to 
pay  all  costs,  but  only  the  additional 
costs  that  arise  by  reason  of  the  change 
of  venue.  If  we  were  to  pay  the  costs 
of  what  have  been  called  the  abortive 
proceedings,  we  should  be  going  further 
than  we  could  be  expected  to  go. 

Mr.  O'DOHEETY  :  I  will  not  press 
the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn, 

Mr.  MAUEIOE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
beg  to  move  the  next  Amendment  stand- 
ing in  the  name  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  North  Longford  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy) — namely,  in  page  3,  line  19,  to 
leave  out  **  a  crime,"  and  insert — 

**  Murder  or  manslaughter,  attempt  to  murder, 
aggravated  crime  or  violence  against  a  person, 
arson,  by  statute  or  Common  Law,  or  firing  at 
or  into  a  dwelling  house.*' 

This  is  an  Amendment  which  follows 
the  precedent  of  that  moved  yesterday 
on  the  previous  clause,  and  it  limits  the 
classification  to  which  this  change  of 
venue  shall  apply  to  a  particular  class 
of  offences.    Whatever  ground  the  Go- 
vernment could  urge  for    refusing  to 
assent  to  such  a  proposal  in  respect  of 
Clause  8,  I  think  it  would  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  urge  any  reason  which  would  be 
accepted  by  the  Committee  for  refusing 
to  agree  to  it  now,  because  it  simply 
applies  to  Sub-clause  1  of  this  section 
a  definition  which  the  Government  have 
themselves  declared  to  be  proper  and 
reasonable  in  the  case  of  Sub -clause  2. 
The  Oovernment,  in  drawing  Sub>clause 
2,  have  expressed  their  view  that  the 
power  to  change  the  venue  from  Ireland 
to  England  should  not  apply,  except  in 
the  particular  classification  described  by 
the  Amendment.    Now,  that  being  so, 
what  possible  reason  can  they  urge  for 
refusing  to  limit  Sub-clause  1  to  the 
same  class  of  ofiPences  ?    I  really  think. 
Sir,  that  there  will  be  some  difficulty  in 
replying  to  this  argument.   I  could  very 
well  understand  the  Government  to  argue 
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that  in  regard  to  both  Sub- clause  1  and 
Sub-clause  2  the  number  of  offences 
would  be  somewhat  extended.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) 
suggested  one  offence  yesterday  which 
might,  perhaps,  be  reasonably  included 
in  both  sub-sections — namely,  blowing 
up  with  dynamite.  But  we  are  not  at 
present  discussiug  whether  a  particular 
offence  shall  or  shall  not  be  included  in 
the  category,  but  whether  it  shall  be 
limited  to  a  particular  class  of  offence. 
Now,  if  you  admit  that  Sub-section  2 
must  be  limited  to  a  particular  class  of 
offence  I  think  it  follows  that  Sub- 
section 1  must  also  be  so  limited.  No 
reason  exists  why  you  should  extend  the 
provisions  of  Sub-clause  1  one  jot  or 
tittle  beyond  the  limits  of  Sub-clause  2. 
That  is  the  reason  why  I  press  this 
Amendment.  I  have  only  to  say  in 
addition  that  I  think  the  Oovernment 
have  acted  very  wisely  in  limiting  Sub- 
clause 2  in  the  manner  they  have  done. 
As  I  understand  it,  they  have  limited 
the  sub-section  to  crimes  of  what  I  may 
describe  as  a  non-political  character, 
crimes  that  violate  the  moral  law,  and 
which  shock  persons,  no  matter  what  their 
political  views  may  be.  They  have  de- 
clared that  it  is  a  proper  thing  to  limit 
Sub  clause  2  in  this  way,  and  that  it  is 
not  reasonable  or  expedient  that  politi- 
cal offenders  should  be  tried  by  oeing 
transferred  from  Ireland  to  England. 
If  that  be  so,  surely  it  is  also  reasonable 
and  expedient  that  political  offenders 
should  not  be  transferred  from  one 
part  of  Ireland  to  another.  It  is  not 
an  improper  thing  to  ask  that  the  Oo- 
vernment should  not  take  powers  to  try 
political  prisoners  in  Belfast,  for  instance. 
That  would  be  a  far  more  dangerous  and 
improper  venue  than  an  English  one. 
The  principle  on  which  the  Government, 
as  I  understand,  have  proceeded  in  re- 
gard to  Sub-clause  2  ou{ptto  be  applied 
also  to  Sub-clause  1. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  3,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'*a  crime,"  and  insert  the  words  *'marder  or 
manslaughter,  attempt  to  murder,  aggravated 
crime  or  violence  against  a  person,  arson,  by 
statute  or  Common  Law,  or  firing  at  or  into  a 
dwelling  house."— (ifr.  Mauriee  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  words 
'  a  crime '  stand  part  of  the  Olause." 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
BiCHARD    Wbbsteb)  (Islo  of  Wight): 

Mr,  Maurice  Healy 


I  think  I  might  almost  appeal  to  hon. 
Gentlemen  below  the  Gangwaj  as  to 
whether  it  is  necessary  to  repeat  the  dis- 
cussion on  this  Amendment.  The  argu- 
ments brought  forward  in  support  of 
it  yesterday  are  almost  the  same  as  those 
which  could  be  used  in  its  favour  to-day. 
However,  I  will  answer  what  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  Maurice  Healy) 
has  said.  The  reason  for  limiting 
what  he  calls  Sub-clause  2  really  does 
not  apply  to  Sub-clause  1 .  That  which 
has  been  pointed  out  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  A.  T.  Balfour)  is  really  an  ex- 
ceptional matter.  The  change  of  venue 
from  one  county  to  another,  both  in 
England  and  Ireland,  when  it  has  been 
applied  under  the  old  procedure,  has 
been  applied  to  all  indictable  offences, 
and  it  is  not  necessary  to  alter  that 
practice  now. 

Mr.  chance  (Kilkenny,  8.) :  We 
are  always  ready  to  accept,   if   it  be 
possible  to  do  so,  any  suggestion  from 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ensland  (Sir 
Eichard  Webster),  because  he  always 
states  a  case  fairly ;  but  we  do  feel  it 
necessary  to  press  this  Amendment.     I 
cannot  conceive  why  the    Government 
should  decline  to  limit  this  particular 
sub-section  to  the  same  offences  as  those 
to  which  they  limit  Sub-section  2.     I 
think  I  might  appeal  to  the  common 
sense  of  any  Member  of  the  Committee 
to  say  that  the  Old  Bailey  in  London 
would  be  a  far  more  impartial  tribunal 
than  a  jury  headed  by  Justice  Lawson 
or  Justice  O'Brien.    An  English  Court 
would  probably   be  presided  over   by 
a  Judge  like  Justice  Stephen;    and  I 
would  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that 
when  an  Irishman,  who  was  tried  before 
Justice  Stephen  for  a  dynamite  offenoe, 
and  who  was  sentenced  to  20    yearft' 
penal  servitude,  was  asked  whether  he 
had  anything  to  say  as  to  why  sentence 
should  not  be  pronounced,  he  said  he 
had  to  thank  the  Judge  for  the  fair  and 
impartial  trial  which  had  been  accorded 
to  him.    I  do  not  think  that  any  such 
episode  ever  occurred  in  an  Irish  Court, 
and  I  do  not  think  that  any  prisoner  in 
Ireland  could,  with  any  sense  of  decency 
or  fitness,  thank  an  Irish  Judge  for  the 
protection  accorded  to  him.    I   would 
also  remind  the  Committee  of  tke  feel* 
ing  which  exists  in  the  North  of  Ire- 
land.  Prejudice  has  been  created  against 
us  in  the  English  MetropoUs   by  the 
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Ubels  whioh  have  been  circulated  by  the 
London  Press.  But  judging  from  the 
conversations  one  hears  in  railway  car- 
riages, and  so  on,  the  people  of  London 
would  be  looked  upon  by  us  as  angels 
compared  with  those  in  the  North  of 
Ireland.  If,  therefore,  it  is  necessary  to 
exclude  from  the  constituents  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
in  London  the  trial  of  certain  offences, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  exclude  them 
also  from  jurors  in  the  North  of  Ire- 
land. This  becomes  doubly  necessary 
when  you  have  trials  by  jurors  who 
would  really  be  grand  jurors.  The 
position  is  this — you  are  sending  to  the 
jury  men  who,  in  addition  to  being 
landlords,  are  bitter  anti-Nationalists, 
and  whose  every  verdict  may  put  money 
into  their  own  pockets.  I  cannot  see 
how  the  Qovemment,  having  applied 
this  limitation  to  Sub-section  2,  can  now 
refuse  to  apply  it  to  the  1st  sub-section. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  231; 
Noes  130:  Majority  101.— (Div.  List, 
No.  201.)  [4.45  P.M.] 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Longford,  N.), 
in  moving  as  an  Amendment,  in  page  3, 
line  20,  to  leave  out  the  words  ''or  a 
defendant  has  been  committed  for  trial 
for  such  crime,"  said,  that  he  thought  it 
was  only  reasonable  that  an  indictment 
should  be  found  against  a  defendant  in 
the  locality  where  the  crime  was  said  to 
have  been  committed  before  there  was  a 
change  of  venue.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
defendants  were  at  least  entitled  to  that 
protection,  and  he  hoped  therefore  that 
the  Government  would  accede  to  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
20,  to  leave  out  the  words  ''  or  a  defend- 
ant has  been  committed  for  trial  for  such 
crime."— (ifr.  T.  M,  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 


Thb  ATTOENEY  general  fob 
IREIiAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  agree  that  an  indictment  may, 
in  some  cases,  be  found  before  there 
is  a  change  of  venue ;  but  the  adoption 
of  this  Amendment  would  necessitate 
the  finding  of  an  indictment  in  all  cases 
in  die  county  where  the  offence  was  com- 
mitted, and  to  that  I  could  not  consent. 

yOJj.    COOXV.      [tHIKD  SBEIES.] 


Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  The  observations 
of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Oentleman 
would  apply  equally  to  cases  where  the 
change  of  venue  is  from  Ireland  to  Eng- 
land, as  to  cases  where  the  change  of 
venue  is  from  one  county  in  Ireland  to 
another.  I  must  say  I  think  that  if  men 
are  to  be  brought  for  trial  from  Ireland 
to  England,  the  least  guarantee  we  can 
have  for  the  fairness  of  such  a  proceed- 
ing is,  that  the  indictment  should  be  first 
found  by  an  Irish  Grand  Jury.  I  would 
ask  the  Oovemment  whether  they  intend, 
in  the  case  of  English  trials,  that  Orand 
Juries  shall  find  the  bills  in  Ireland  ? 

No  reply  being  given  to  the  question, 

Mb.  T.  M.  healy  :  I  will  withdraw 
the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.), 
in  moving  as  an  Amendment  in  page  3, 
line  22,  after  **  Assize,"  to  insert  ** other 
than  a  Winter  Assize,"  said  :  The  Go- 
vernment have  already  the  power  to 
change  the  venue,  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Winter  Assizes,  to  any  town  in  the 
same  province  wherein  the  crime  was 
committed.  In  the  exercise  of  that  power 
they  have,  for  the  convenience  of  the 
counsel  engaged  in  the  cases,  brought 
unfortunate  people,  together  with  the 
witnesses  to  be  called  on  these  trials, 
from  Waterford  to  Dublin,  a  distance  of 
200  miles.  Having  got  this  extraordi- 
nary power  to  change  the  venue  at  the 
Winter  Assizes,  what  more  do  you 
wantP  You  can  hold  the  Winter  As- 
sizes in  any  county  of  a  province  that 
you  please ;  and,  being  able  to  do  that 
already,  it  seems  quite  unnecessary, 
even  for  your  own  purposes,  to  take  the 
additional  power  which  this  clause  would 
confer  upon  the  Government. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
22,  after  the  word  *' Assize,"  to  insert 
the  words  ''other  than  a  Winter  As- 
8ize."--(lfr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  The  power  proposed  to  be  con- 
ferred upon  the  Government  by  this 
clause  as  it  now  stands  is  necessary,  be- 
cause it  might  happen  that  the  town 
fixed  upon  for  holding  the  Winter  As- 
sizes is  peculiarly  unsuitable  for  the  trial 
of  a  particular  case.     Belfast,  for  in- 
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Btanoe,  might  be  tlie  town  for  the  Winter 
Assize ;  and  not  only  has  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  himself  said  that 
particular  cases  should  not  be  allowed 
to  remain  for  trial  in  Belfast;  but  I, 
myself,  have  said  that  if  I  had  had  the 
power  to  prevent  it,  I  would  not  have 
allowed  a  particular  case  to  have  been 
tried  in  Bmfast.  The  same  thing  may 
be  said  as  to  the  trial  of  particular  cases 
in  the  county  of  Tyrone  and  other  coun- 
ties. As  there  may  thus  be  cases  in 
which  it  is  not  desirable  that  trials  should 
take  place  at  the  Winter  Assize  town 
appointed  for  a  province  I  must  resist 
the  Amendment. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  There  are  two 
ways  in  which  the  difficulty  raised  by 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
may  be  met.  One  is  not  to  make  Bel- 
fast a  Winter  Assize  town,  and  the  other 
is  that  if  you  do  make  it  a  Winter  As- 
size town,  and  it  is  undesirable  to  try  a 
particular  case  there,  you  should  then 
postpone  the  trial  of  that  case  to  the 
ordinary  gaol  delivery  in  the  spring. 
Or  you  might  before  December  obtam 
an  order  for  a  change  of  venue  from  the 
Queen's  Bench  Division,  and  then  you 
will  not  be  troubled  by  the  provisions  of 
the  law  with  respect  to  the  Winter  As- 
sizes and  gaol  delivery.  I  would  sub- 
mit with  confidence  to  any  Tory  Mem- 
ber opposite  that  if  you  group  the  five 
counties  of  a  particular  provmce  into 
one  county  for  the  purposes  of  a  Winter 
Assize,  that  gives  you  all  the  change  of 
venue  you  want.  I  ask,  therefore,  why 
is  this  further  provision  for  a  change  of 
venue  wanted  ?  The  reply  is,  that  there 
may  be  some  cases  which  might  not  be 
properly  triable  in  a  particular  county. 
To  that  I  answer — **Why,  then,  try 
them  in  that  county  ?  " 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  rCork): 
The  very  case  to  which  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land has  referred  is  in  direct  contraven* 
tion  of  his  argument  against  this  Amend- 
ment. He  evidently  alluded  to  the  case 
of  the  Walkers,  when  he  said  that  if  it 
had  been  in  his  power  he  would  not 
have  had  them  tried  at  Belfast.  But 
they  were,  in  fact,  tried  at  Armagh,  and 
not  at  Belfast.  Moreover,  they  were 
tried  at  the  Spring  Assizes,  and  it  was 
because  they  were  tried  at  the  Spring, 
and  not  at  tiie  Winter  Assizes  that  there 
was  not  the  power  to  change  the  venue. 
Now,   what  does    the  right  hon.  and 
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learned  Gentleman  mean?  He  means 
this— that  the  Government  contem- 
plate a  state  of  things  arising  in  Ire- 
land under  which  such  will  be  the  state 
of  turmoil  and  excitement — that  in  a 
whole  province  there  will  not  be  a  single 
spot  where  it  will  be  safe  to  try  a  pri- 
soner. That  is  what  the  argument  of 
the  Government  comes  to.  Therefore, 
it  amounts  to  this — that  the  Government 
have  so  little  confidence,  even  in  their 
special  jury  system  and  their  right  of 
unlimited  ''  stand-bye,"  that  they  now 
declare  they  anticipate  a  state  of  things 
will  arise  in  Ireland  under  which  they 
cannot  rely  on  being  able  to  try  pri- 
soners in  any  county  of  the  province  in 
which  the  offence  is  said  to  have  been 
committed.  Instead  of  limiting  their 
Bill  to  what,  from  their  point  of  view, 
may  be  its  legitimate  objects,  they  are,  in 
fact,  seeking  to  extend  it  to  all  cases. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  120; 
Noes  230:  Majority  110.— (Div.  list, 
No.  202.)  [5.10  p.m.] 

Mb.  MAUEICE  HEALY  (Cork),  in 
moving  as  an  Amendment,  in  page  3, 
line  23,  after  ''  county  "  to  leave  out  the 
words  ''or  borough,"  said,  the  clause  as 
it  stands  is  without  meaning ;  it  is  even 
nonsensical.  In  the  boroughs  of  Ire- 
land there  never  has  arisen  the  smallest 
necessity  for  a  change  of  venue.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  oppo- 
site will,  I  am  sure,  bear  me  out  in  this 
— that  from  time  out  of  mind,  whatever 
may  have  been  the  state  of  things  in  the 
counties  of  Ireland,  there  has  always 
been  the  greatest  peace  and  quietness  in 
the  boroughs.  In  a  great  number  of 
cases  during  recent  years  the  Judges  in 
boroughs  have  been  presented  with 
white  gloves,  in  consequence  of  there 
being  no  prisoners  for  them  to  try.  I 
am  sure  that  if  we  had  a  list  of  the  in- 
stances in  which  this  has  occurred  the 
Committee  would  be  astonished  at  the 
small  amount  of  crime  or  disorder  which 
has  existed  in  these  boroughs.  That 
being  so,  and  such  being  me  state  of 
things  existing  in  the  case  of  the  Irish 
boroughs,  what  is  the  necessity  for 
branding  these  places,  which  are  always 
so  free  from  crime,  with  this  disgraceful 
imputation — that  the  Crown  cannot  trust 
their  juries  to  do  justice  in  criminal 
cases.  Or,  why  should  the  Gbvesn- 
ment  say  tiiat  tiiey  find  it 
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to  hare  a  change  of  venue  in  order 
to  get  a  fair  trial?  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  will  not  deny 
the  facts  I  have  stated;  nor  will  he 
contest  this  farther  fact,  that  the  Exe- 
cutive Government  of  Ireland  have 
such  a  high  opinion  of,  and  so  much 
confidence  in,  the  jurors  of  Irish  bo- 
roughs, that  thej  always  resort  to  those 
boroughs  when  they  want  to  get  an  im- 
partial trial.  It  is  one  of  the  constant 
complaints  of  the  jurors  of  the  City  of 
Cork,  that  while  the  Winter  Assizes 
Act  enables  the  Government  to  fix  trials 
where  they  choose,  they  have  invariably 
selected  the  jurors  of  the  City  of  Cork 
for  discharging  the  functions  of  jurors 
for  the  whole  province  of  Munster. 
They  have,  in  fact,  transferred  to  the 
jurors  of  Cork  the  criminal  work  of  the 
whole  of  Munster  at  the  Winter  Assizes. 
That  being  the  opinion  which  the  Go- 
vernment entertain  of  these  jurors,  why 
should  a  slur  be  cast  on  them  by  saying 
that  tho  Gt)vernment  think  it  necessary 
to  ask  Parliament  for  power  to  remove 
trials  from  boroughs.  I  think  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
will  have  great  difficulty  in  defend- 
ing this  provision,  or  in  showing 
that  there  is  any  reason  for  extending 
to  boroughs  the  provisions  which  are 
applicable  to  counties.  I  must  say,  how- 
ever, that  I  have  placed  this  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper  without  any  great 
anticipation  of  its  being  agreed  to ;  for 
the  attitude  which  the  Government  have 
assumed  seems  to  render  it  very  impro- 
bable that  they  will  assent  to  any  Amend- 
ment proposed  from  this  quarter  of  the 
Committee.  But,  as  the  Representative 
of  an  important  Irish  Borough,  I  did 
not  think  it  right  to  let  the  occasion  pass 
-without  protesting  against  the  imputa- 
tion oast  on  the  boroughs  of  Ireland. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
23,  to  leave  out  me  words,  "or  Borough." 
— \Mr.  Mduriee  Healy,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
<  OT  Borough '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Thb  attorney  general  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity} :  I  admit  that  what  the  hon. 
Member  has  said  about  the  jurors  in 
l>oroogh8  is  generally  true.  He  has  said 
that  in  his  experience  he  has  never 
Inioim  of  any  necessity  arising  for  a 
chaDgr^  of  venue  from  boroughs.    But  I 


can  tell  him  of  a  case  within  the  last  10 
months  in  which  it  was  desirable  to  have 
a  change  of  venue  from  a  borough.  I 
allude  to  the  case  of  the  Borough  of 
Belfast.  There  was  extreme  excitement 
there  within  the  period  I  have  named ; 
and  I  was  told  by  the  Crown  Solicitor 
that  it  was  impossible  to  get  convictions 
in  certain  cases.  I  should  have  been 
very  glad  if  the  power  to  change  the 
venue  given  by  this  clause  had  then  ex- 
isted, and  could  then  have  been  used 
with  reference  to  tbe  borough  of  Belfast. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  cannot 
assent  to  the  Amendment;  but  must 
adhere  to  the  present  provisions  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY :  I  main- 
tain that  there  is  no  necessity  for  this 
provision.  In  the  case  of  Quarter  Ses- 
sions, it  is  always  in  the  power  of  the 
Crown  to  say — **  We  won't  prosecute  at 
Quarter  Sessions.  We  will  have  the 
case  sent  to  the  Assizes;"  and  when 
this  is  done,  the  County  Court  Judge 
always  sends  the  case  to  the  Assizes. 
But,  if  he  were  to  refuse  to  accede  to  the 
application  of  the  Crown  Solicitor,  the 
Attorney  General  can  enter  a  nolle  pro- 
sequi^ have  the  case  reheard,  and  have 
it  sent  either  to  the  Winter  or  other  As- 
sizes. The  case  cited  by  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  as  an  argument 
against  me  is  an  argument  in  my  favour. 
If  he  thinks  that  a  Borough  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions  is  not  a  proper  tribunal 
for  the  trial  of  any  case,  let  him  give 
directions  to  his  subordinates  that  such 
a  case  should  be  sent  to  the  Assizes,  and 
tried  there. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  215; 
Noes  111:  Majority  104.— (Div.  List, 
No.  203.)  [5.30  P.M.] 

It  being  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before 
Six  of  the  clock,  the  Chairman  left  the 
Chair  to  report  Progress;  Committee 
to  sit  again  To-morrow, 

EMPLOYERS'  LIABILITY  ACT  (1880) 

AMENDMENT  BILL.— [Bill  38.] 

(Mr,  WiUiam  McDonald,  Mr,  Arthur  O'Connor, 

Mr.  Sexton,  Mr,  Chance,  Mr.  Clancy.) 

SECOND    BEADINQ. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Mr.  AETHUE  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.) :  I  wish  to  ask  if  the  Qovem- 
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ment  have  any  objeotioa  to  the  neoond 
reading  of  this  Bill  being  taken,  not 
now,  bnt  at  an  early  date,  with  a  view 
to  tbe  probability  of  tbs  Government 
Bill  on  tbe  same  subject  not  being 
brought  on,  or  not  being  taken  up  in 
time  to  be  pasaed  this  Session.  The 
Act  of  1880  will  expire  at  the  end  of 
this  year,  or  at  the  end  of  the  then  next 
Session  of  Parliament.  It  is,  therefore, 
absolutely  necessary  that  some  Act  on 
the  subject  should  be  passed — ["Order, 
order!  "] — I  am  only  making  an  inquiry 
as  to  the  intentions  of  the  Oovemment. 
This  Bill  is  founded  on  the  linea — 
["Order,  order!"] 

Mil.  SPEAKER ;  The  hon.  Member 
is  not  entitled  to  discuss  the  Bill. 

Thb  SEORETAEY  of  STATE  foe 
THB  HOME  DEPAETMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  I  may 
say  that  this  Bill  was  only  circulated 
this  morning.  I  have  not  yet  had  time 
to  read  it,  and  I  cannot,  therefore,  say 
what  oonrse  the  Government  will  take 
with  respect  to  it. 

Mb.  AETHTJE  O'CONNOR:  Will 
the  Government  allow  the  Bill  to  be 
read  a  second  time,  if  they  find  that 
they  oannot  proceed  in  the  present 
Session  with  their  own  measure  F 
["Order,  order!"] 

[No  reply.] 

Second  Beading  itftrriA  till  Thuttia^ 
23rd  Jane. 


IiOCAI.  OOTEaHlIENT 

(ITO.  B)  BILL. 
OnUotion  of  Mr.  Loup,  BiU  to  confirm  oertain 
Provinonal  Orders  of  tLe  Local  GoTemmant 
Bawd  rdaUag  to  the  Bomagh  of  Barnley,  tho 
Urban  Suiitftry  DUtrict  of  Folkoertone,  the 
Local  Govenunent  Dietrict  of  Oarw  uid 
Ogmore,  tbs  Boral  Sanitarj  Diatriot  of  the 
Newport  (Hod.)  Vnion,  sad  the  Borough  of 
Dtafibid,  ardenJ  to  be  brooght  in  b7  Ur.  Long 
and  Ur.  Ritcbie. 

Bill ;[VMm(<rf,  and  read  the  firattime.  (;Bill28e.] 
House  scyounsd  at  one  minute 
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MINUTES.]  —  PcBuc  BiLis- 

(!moke     Nuisance    Abatement    (Helnpolia) 

[43],  diuharged. 
Tkird   Rtading  —  Hyde    Park   Comar  (Maw 

Strwti)*(T9),  andjMfmf. 

BUOKE     NUISANCE     ABATEUENT 

(METROPOLIS)  BILL. 

{Tht  Lord  Slrathedm  and  CampMl.) 

{ko.  43.)      COmaTTKB. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be 
put  into  a  Committee  read. 

Lord  STRATHEDEN  and  CAMP- 
BELL  said,  he  had  been  requested  by 
the  Government  to  postpone  the  Oom- 
mittoe  etage  of  the  Bill,  and  of  course 
he  bad  no  alternative  but  to  comply  with 
that  request.  The  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time  on  the  9th  of  May,  the  Com- 
mittee was  then  put  off  to  this  day  at 
the  request  of  the  Government,  and  now 
a  further  postponement  was  asked  for. 
The  Government  having  assented  to  the 
second  rending,  he  had  no  right  to 
assume  that  they  were  in  the  least 
opposed  to  the  objects  of  the  Bill,  and 
it  was  only  a  question  of  the  way  and 
the  machinery  by  which  those  objects 
should  be  attained. 

Eabl  BROWNLOW  said,  that  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  he  had  to  thank 
the  noble  Iiord.  The  fact  was  the  Bill 
dealt  with  a  matter  of  great  importance, 
and,  having  quite  lately  assumed  the 
responsibility  of  representing  the  Home 
Office  in  that  House,  he  had  to  ask  the 
noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  to  give 
him  a  little  time  to  master  the  facts  of 
the  case  and  the  questions  that  were  in- 
volved. 

Order  duehargei;  House  to  be  in 
Committee  on  Monday  next. 

Hooae  adjnunied  at  a  quarter  before 

Five  o'doDk,  till  To-morrow,  a 

qmuiet  part  Four  o'clock. 
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CommtV^M— Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland) 
[217]  [Fifteinth  Nighty-jn,^, 

Contidtred  aa  amended — Third  Ueading — Trusts 
(Scotiand)  Act  (1867)  Amendment*  [225]; 
Municipal  Corporations  Acts  (Ireland)  Amend- 
ment (No.  2)  [176],  and  passed. 

Proyisional  Ordeh  Bii.h8— Report — Water  • 
[250];  Local  Government  (No.  2)^  [261]: 
Local  Qovemment  (Poor  Law)  (No.  3)* 
[260]  ;  Local  Government  (Gas)  •  [269]. 


Q  UE RTIONS. 

NORTH  AMERICAN  FISHERIES  — 
CANADA  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES 
—THE  FISHERY  DISPUTES-A  NEW 
COMMISSION. 

Mb.  GOUBLEY  (Sunderland)  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  What  progress  has  been  made 
towards  a  settlement  of  the  Anglo- 
American  Fisheries  disputes  since  the 
despatch  of  the  lilarquess  of  Salisbury's 
proposals  of  the  24th  lilarch ;  whether 
it  is  correct,  as  reported  in  The  Times  of 
Saturday  last,  that  the  Canadian  Oovern- 
ment  has,  on  the  advice  of  the  Imperial 
Goyemment,  agreed  to  propose  the 
appointment  of  a  new  Fishery  Commis- 
sion, to  meet  a  Commission  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  United  States;  and, 
whether,  in  the  event  of  such  an  ar- 
rangement being  arrived  at,  it  is  in- 
tended that  the  Imperial  Government 
shall  be  represented  by  Special  Com- 
missioners ? 

Thb  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.):  No  reply  has  been  re- 
ceived to  the  proposals  of  Her  Majesty's 
Oovemment,  and  it  would  be  premature 
to  announce  what  course  may  be  taken. 
Mb.  GOURLEY  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  not  answered  the 
latter  part  of  his  Question. 

Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  received  no 
information  which  would  enable  them 
to  sajr  whether  the  statement  is  correct. 

jBvicrrioNs  (ireland) — misconduct 

OF  AN  "EMERGENCY  MAN." 

'MLvL.  HOOPER  (Cork,  S.E.),  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Lreland,  Whether  he  has  re- 
ceived any  affidavits  to  sustain  the 
idlefi^atioii.  that  an  emergency  man  named 
Z^yrnoh,  engaged  at  the  eviction  of 
named  Barrett,  at  Monkstown, 


County  Cork,  while  under  the  influence 
of  drink,  presented  a  revolver  at  a 
number  of  women  in  Barrett's  house, 
though  no  resistance  was  being  offered 
to  the  eviction ;  and,  if  so,  what  steps 
the  Executive  will  order  in  the  matter  ? 

The  PARLLiMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  King-Habman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  he  had  received  affidavits  on  this 
subject  since  answering  a  Question  pre- 
viously put  by  the  hon.  Member.  Aj3 
regarded  the  concluding  portion  of  the 
Question,  he  had  nothing  to  add  to  the 
reply  he  gave  the  hon.  Member  before. 

Mr.  hooper  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  remember  stating 
in  this  House,  three  weeks  since,  that 
the  police  could  find  no  information  to 
justify  these  allegations,  though  it  is 
stated  in  one  of  the  affidavits  made  by 
the  tenant's  wife  that  she  informed  the 
Head  Constable  that  the  man  was  guilty 
of  this  conduct,  and  that  she  was  able 
to  sustantiate  these  charges  on  oath  ? 
Under  these  circumstances,  will  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  warn 
his  subordinates  not  to  deceive  this 
House  by  giving  false  information  in 
these  matters  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  said,  the 
answer  he  gave  on  a  previous  occasion 
was  that  the  proper  course  for  the 
parties  who  were  aggrieved  to  pursue 
was  to  proceed  by  warrant. 

Mr.  HOOPER:  If  the  Head  Con- 
stable  was  aware  that  the  woman  had 
stated  that  this  man  was  guilty  of  this 
conduct,  was  it  not  his  duty  to  suggest 
the  proper  course  for  the  woman  to 
pursue  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  said,  he 
was  not  aware  whether  the  Head-Con- 
stable did  so  or  not ;  but  it  was  no  part 
of  their  duty  to  g^ve  advice  on  such 
matters. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION— GLEBE 
LAND  PURCHASEHS. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  it  is  true  that  the 
Land  Commission  in  Ireland  has  lately 
instituted  proceedings  for  arrears  against 
several  of  the  glebe  land  ptirchasers; 
and,  whether,  if  so,  he  will  cause  these 
proceedings  to  be  suspended  until  the 
Government  are  in  a  position  to  state 
what  measure  they  intend  to  introduce 
ion  the  relief  of  these  men  f 
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SECEETABT  (Colonel  Kino-Harkam) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said :  It  is  the  fact  that  the  Land  Com- 
missionerB  hare  been  obliged  to  com- 
mence  proceedings  for  the  recoveiy  of 
arrears  due  by  certain  glebe  purchasers. 
The  Government  are  extremely  anxious 
not  to  press  unduly  upon  such  purchasers 
in  hard  cases ;  but  they  can  bold  out  no 
hope  of  any  remission  of  the  debt  due  to 
the  State.  The  subject  of  the  globe  pur- 
chasere  is  under  consideration ;  and  the 
Oovernment  will  be  prepared  to  make  a 
statement  with  regard  to  it  by  the  time 
irhen  the  Irish  Land  Law  Bill,  now 
being  considered  in  "  another  place,"  is 
introduced  into  this  House. 

Mk.  DILLON  said,  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  would  not  answer  the 
point  of  his  Question,  which  was  this — 
proceedings  were  now  in  progress  against 
certain  of  these  glebe  purchasers,  piling 
costs  upon  them,  and  threatening  them 
with  evictions  for  sums  which  they  were 
not  able  to  pay ;  and  what  be  wanted  to 
know  was,  whether  the  Government 
would  not  consider  the  desirability  of 
suspending  these  proceedings  until  such 
time  as  they  were  placed  in  possession 
of  the  measures  of  relief  ? 

Colonel  KINQ-HAEMAN  said,  the 
action  of  the  Land  Commissionera  must, 
of  course,  be  guided  by  the  circumstances 
of  each  case.  lu  bard  cases  they  will,  no 
doubt,  suspend  proceedings,  so  far  as 
they  justly  can,  pending  the  promised 
statement  of  the  Government. 

GREENWICH   PARK. 

Ma.  BRADLAITGH  (Northampton) 
asked  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works, 
If  he  will  state  the  total  area  of  Green- 
wich Park  ;  from  how  much  of  the  Park 
the  public  are  excluded,  and  for  what 
purposes ;  whether  any  individual  makes 
any  profit  from  any  of  such  parts  of  the 
Park ;  and,  whether  he  will  state  the 
quantity  of  land  used  with  the  Banger's 
House ;  by  whom  the  land  is  actually 
held;  and  under  what  conditions  as 
tenant  or  otherwise  ? 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  (Mr. 
PunTKET)    (Dublin  University) :     The 
total  area  of  Greenwich  Park  is  185 
acres  and  24  perches.     The  public  are 
excluded  from  1  acre  3  roods  29  perche 
occupied  by  the  Royal  Observatory ;  1 
acres  2  roods  1  perch  of  dear  enclosure 
1  acre  2  roods   18  porches  of  nursei 
gardens  j  and  3  roods  25  perches  for  t' 


Ranger's  lodge  and  the  grounds  attached 
to  it,  16  acres  and  2S  perches.  This  is 
held  by  Lady  Mayo,  widow  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Mayo,  as  a  "  grace  and  favour  " 
residence.  No  Individual  makes  any 
profit  on  any  part  of  the  Park. 

Mb.  BBADXAUGS  asked,  whether 
any  portion  of  the  last  mentioned  16 
acres  was  sub-let  ?  He  was  lofbrmed 
that  this  was  the  case. 

Mb.  FLUNKKT  said,  he  did  not  think 
that  was  the  case ;  hut  he  would  make 
inquiries  into  the  subject. 

HAEBOUR  LOANS-MEMOEANDTTM  OF 
BOiHD  OF  TRADE,  1886. 

Mk.  R.  W.  DUFF  (Banffshire)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  If  he  will 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  Board 
of  Trade  Memorandum  of  5th  March, 
1886,  also  Letter  of  19th  of  same  month, 
referred  to  in  Treasury  Minute  of  4th 
May,  on  Harbour  Loans,  recently  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  any  corres- 
pondence with  Board  of  Trade  respecting 
said  Minute  ? 

Tub  secretary  (Mr.  Jaokbom) 
(Leeds,  N.) :  I  will  consult  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  if  they  do  not  object,  I  shall 
not  oppose  a  Motion  for  a  Return  of  the 
Memorandum  of  March  5,  1886,  and  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  Letter  to  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  19th  otthe  same  month;  but 
as  the  recent  Treasury  Minute  about 
Harbour  Loans  embodied  the  results  of 
a  conference  between  the  various  De- 

fiartments  concerned,  I  see  no  object  in 
sying  subsequent  correspondence  on  the 
Table  of  the  House. 

Mb.  E.  W.  duff  said,  his  point  was 
whether  the  Board  of  Trade  did  not 
think  that  the  collateral  security  asked 
by  the  Treasury  should  be  dispensed 
with  in  certain  cases  f 

Mb.  JACKSON  said,  he  thought  the 
hon.  Member  would  find  the  Board  of 
Trade's  view  expressed  in  a  letter  which 
he  had  evidently  full  knowledge  of,  and 
which  was  referred  to  as  the  letter  of 
the  19th  of  March. 

CBTLON— DOCK  ACCOMMODATION  AT 
COLOMBO. 
Sib  BOFEB  LETHBBIDaE  (Ken- 
sington, N.)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
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construction  of  docks  suitable  for  the 
largest  ironclads;  whether  the  central 
position  of  Colombo  for  vessels  from  all 
parts  of  the  Indian  seas,  together  with 
the  completion  of  the  Colombo  Break- 
water, and  the  recent  vote  by  the  Ceylon 
Legislature  of  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
defences  of  the  port,  have  been  con- 
sidered in  reference  to  this  question ; 
and,  whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  be  disposed  to  grant  a  subsidy, 
or  aflEbrd  any  other  encouragement  to  a 
Company  providing  the  funds  for  such  a 
purpose  ? 

Thb  secretary  of  state  (Sir 
Henby  HoLLAio))  (Hampstead) :  A  He- 
port  has  been  received  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  from  Sir  James  Coode,  who 
designed  the  Colombo  Breakwater,  as  to 
the  special  suitability  of  constructing  a 
graving  dock  £t  to  receive  Her  Majesty's 
ships  at  Colombo.  For  this  purpose  it 
is  considered  highly  desirable  that  the 
harbour  should  bo  completed  by  the 
construction  of  a  northern  arm,  which 
has  for  the  present  been  postponed. 
The  new  defences  about  to  be  constructed 
at  Colombo  have  not  been  decided  on 
with  reference  to  the  proposed  graving 
dock ;  but  will,  of  course,  be  of  advan- 
tage to  that  project.  An  offer,  on  be- 
half of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  the  graving 
dock  was  referred  to  the  Governor  of 
Ceylon  last  November,  and  was  com- 
municated by  the  Governor  at  the  end  of 
December  to  the  Colombo  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  but  nothing  further  has  been 
done  in  the  matter  at  present ;  and  my 
Predecessor,  writing  in  January  last, 
told  the  Governor  that,  while  still 
awaiting  a  reply  to  the  despatch  of 
November,  he  considered  that  the  ques- 
tion of  the  completion  of  harbour  works 
and  the  construction  of  a  graving  dock 
must  be  postponed  till  the  Colonial 
Bevenue  could  better  afford  this  and 
other  public  works.  Pending  the  re- 
ceipt of  a  reply  from  the  Governor,  I 
can  express  no  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
proposed  scheme  can  be  entrusted  to  a 
private  Company ;  but,  in  such  case,  no 

Siarantee  could  be  given  by  the  Colonial 
ovemment. 

POOR    RELIEF    (IRELAND)     INQUIRY 

COMMISSION,    1887-COMPOUND 

BATINa  OP  OCCUPIERS. 

JS  (Nottingham,  Eush- 
Ghief  Secretary  to  the 


Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph  in  the  Keport  of  the 
Poor  Belief  (Ireland)  Inquiry  Commis- 
sion, 1887,  page  12: — 

''  It  might  be  supposed  that  in  these  congested 
districta  the  majority  of  the  occupiers  are  rated 
under  £4,  and  are  not  liable,  therefore,  for  the 

Sayment  of  poor  rates.  It  was  stated  in  evi- 
ence,  however,  that  a  custom  prevails  in  some 
of  these  western  unions  of  joining  together  a 
certain  number  of  small  occupiers,  valued  seve- 
rally under  £4,  as  tenant  '  in  Co.'  on  the  rent 
roll.  Thus,  although  they  occupy  distinct  hold- 
ings, the  aggregate  value  of  the  *  Co.'  tenancy 
is  raised  to  above  £4,  and  the  landlord  is  able  ta 
evade  his  liability  for  the  entire  of  the  poor  rate 
which  he  would  have  to  pay  if  the  ratings  were 
separate.  We  found  other  cases,  noticeably  on 
the  property  of  Lord  Sligo«  where  no  reduction 
in  respect  of  poor  rates  was  allowed  in  the  rent 
to  tenants  above  £4,  and  where  tiie  tenants 
valued  below  that  amount  were  also  obliged  to 
pay  all  rates.  This  arrangement  appears  to  be 
opposed  to  the  principle  of  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and,  although  it  is  a  fact  that  in  some 
cases  the  rent  has  been  reduced  b^  tiie  Land 
Commissioners  in  consequence,  still,  as  rates 
have  a  tendency  to  rise  in  these  years  of  depres- 
sion, it  is  likely  that  the  tenant,  whose  rent  was 
reduced  some  years  ago,  will  bear  an  undue 
share  of  public  taxation ; " 

and,  whether  the  OoTernment  propose 
to  take  any  steps  with  a  view  of  protect- 
ing the  tenants  from  these  alleged  con- 
traventions of  law  by  certain  land- 
lords ? 

The  PAELIAMENTAEY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet) :  As  my  atten- 
tion has  been  particularly  called  to  this 
matter,  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  answer  it. 

Mb.  J.  E.  ELUS :  I  would  remind 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  stated  that  when 
any  question  of  policy  arose  he  would 
himself  answer. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order! 
Colonel  King-Harman. 

Several  Irish  Members  (to  Mr.  J.  E. 
Ellis) :  Go  on. 

Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS :  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order ! 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN:  Where 
tenants  in  Ireland  are  rated  under  £4  the 
landlord  cannot  throw  upon  them  the 
obligation  of  paying  any  portion  of  the 
poor  rates,  and  if  the  landlord  on  any 
pretext  attempts  to  contravene  this  pro- 
vision, I  am  advised  that  the  existing 
law  is  sufficient  to  protect  the  tenants ; 
nor  can  the  landlord  evade  his  legal 
obligation  by  joining  together  a  number 
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of  occupiers  who  are  rated  seTerallj 
under  £4. 

Mr.  OONTBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne)  asked,  whether  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  was  not  aware 
that  in  Glenbeigh  and  other  places  the 
landlords  had  most  shamefully  evaded 
their  legal  obligations  in  this  respect  ? 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  said,  he 
was  not  aware  that  any  such  charge  was 
made  in  the  case  of  Glenbeigh.  He  was 
only  aware  of  its  having  been  made 
with  regard  to  Gal  way,  and,  he  believed, 
in  some  parts  of  County  Mayo.  He 
never  heard  of  the  matter  before  with 
regard  to  Glenbeigh ;  but  he  would  in- 
quire, and  give  the  hon.  Gentleman 
what  information  he  could  obtain. 

Mr.  EDWARD  HARRINGTON 
(Kerry,  W.)  inquired,  whether  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  was  not 
aware  that  the  practice  prevailed  on  the 
estates  of  Lord  Bantry,  Mr.  Rowland 
Winn,  and  on  several  other  estates  in 
the  South  of  Ireland ;  and,  whether,  as 
a  landlord,  he  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
did  not  know  as  a  fact  that  the  practice 
was  common  in  Ireland? 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  asked  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland,  whether  there 
were  no  means  of  bringing  these  land- 
lords to  justice,  if  it  could  be  proved  that 
they  had  been  guilty  of  these  illegal 
acts? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) replied  that  if  the  hon.  Member 
would  put  him  in  possession  of  any  cir- 
cumstances which  he  thought  would  be 
a  foundation  for  legal  action,  he  would 
very  carefully  consider  the  statement 
put  before  him  and  would  give  an  answer 
upon  it ;  but  he  certainly  could  not  an- 
swer an  abstract  question  of  this  kind, 
of  which  no  Notice  had  been  g^ven. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR  (Tipperary,  S.) 
asked,  whether  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  would  be  good  enough  to  look 
over  the  records  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  to  see  the  Report  which  was 
made  before  the  Commissioners  in  the 
case  of 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND)-.THE  EVIC- 
TIONS AT  BODYKE. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether 
his  attention  has   been  called  to  the 

Colonel  King-Uarman 


descriptions  in  The  Fall  Mall  Gazette  of 
the  evictions  at  Bodyke,  and  in  particular 
to  the  statement  that  one  of  the  bailiffs 
more  than  once  threw  his  crowbar 
through  an  opening  made  in  the  walls 
of  the  houses,  regardless  of  the  fact  that 
there  were  women  and  children  inside ; 
whether  these  men  are  men  of  respect- 
able character ;  or,  if  not,  whether  they 
are  in  any,  and  how  many,  cases  convicts 
or  ex- convicts  who  have  been  in  prison 
for  various  crimes ;  whether  these  men 
are  employed  by  the  Sheriffs  or  by  the 
landlords'  agents ;  and,  whether,  in.  any 
case,  he  will  order  that  they  shall  be 
kept  under  more  effective  control.  In 
order  to  prevent  murder  from  being 
added  to  the  other  horrors  of  the  evic- 
tions ? 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Harmak^ 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied; 
said  :  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  the 
information  necessary  to  answer  this 
Question,  owing  to  the  short  Notice 
given. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE :  I  shaU  repeat 
the  Question,  and  I  desire  to  put  it  to 
the  Chief  Secretary,  and  not  to  the 
Under  Secretary. 

NORTH  SEA  FISHERIES  CONVENTION 
1882- THE  EAST  COAST  DRIFT  NET 
FISHERIES. 

Sir  EDWARD  BIRKBECK  (Nor- 
folk,  E.)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  any 
further  communication  has  been  re- 
ceived from  the  Belgian  Government 
relative  to  the  enforcement  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  North  Sea  Fisheries  Con- 
vention of  1882,  with  the  view  of  pre- 
venting a  recurrence  of  the  depredations 
on  the  East  Coast  Drift  Net  fisheries ; 
and,  if  not,  whether  he  will  direct  Her 
Majesty's  Representative  at  Brussels  to 
urge  the  Belgian  Qovemment  to  co- 
operate with  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment, 
in  order  to  give  effect  to  the  suggestions 
contained  in  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  appointed  hy  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  December 
last? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Fbroubson)  (Maa* 
Chester,  N.E.) :  Her  Majesty's  Qovem- 
ment have  been  in  communication  with 
that  of  Belgium  on  the  subject  ever 
since  the  Repor  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
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Committee  has  been  received.  The 
Belgian  Government  have  cordially  en- 
tertained suggestions  for  the  better  pre- 
vention of  infringements  of  the  Conven- 
tion; and  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  not  fail  to  siipport  the  chief  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  (IRELAND)— ARTERIAL 
DRAINAGE  —  THE  BARROW  VALLEY 
AND  THE  BANN  DRAINAGE)  —  THE 
SUBVENTION  OF  £50,000. 

Mr.  AETHTJR  O'CONNOE  (Done- 
gal,  E.)  asked  Mr.  Cbancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,   Whether  the  Gt)vemment 
have  yet  decided  as  to  the  particular 
mode  in  which  the  £50,000  proposed  to 
be  taken  for  public  works  in  Ireland  is 
to  be  expendea ;    and,  whether,  in  view 
of  the  immense  damage  annually  caused 
by  floods  in  the  valley  of  the  Barrow, 
in  insalubrity  induced  thereby,  the  im- 
possibility of   properly    draining  such 
places     at    Portarlington,    and    other 
centres  of  population,  and  the  strong  re- 
presentations made  by  a  series  of  Com- 
missions and  other  authorities   on  the 
subject,  lie  will  cause  arrangements  to 
be  forthwith  made  for  carrying  out  a 
general  scheme  for  dealing  with  the  main 
channel  of  the  Barrow,  from  Mountmel- 
lick  to  Carlow,  in  the  present  summer  ? 
Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
also  asked  the  right  hon.   Gentleman, 
with  reference  to  the  disposal  of  the 
£50,000  to  be  given  to  Irish  works,  and 
to  his  statement  that  the  Government 
would  at  once  direct  the  necessary  sur- 
veys to  be  made,  in  order  to  pnable  them 
to  decide  how  far  they  could  carry  out 
the  recommendations  of  the  Irish  Public 
Works  Commission  in  regard  to  arterial 
drainage.   Is  he  aware  that  two  Govern- 
ment surveys  have  been  made  as  to  the 
Bann  drainage,  that  two  Boyal  Commis- 
sions  have  reported  in  favour  of  the 
work,  and  is  it  intended  to  make  a  third 
survey  of  the  Bann  now  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXOHE- 
QTJBR  (Mr.  Goschen)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  With  regard  to  the 
Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Doneg^al  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor),  the  greater 
portion  of  the  £50,000  will  be  devoted 
to  the  development  of  arterial  drainage 
in  Ireland.  It  is  the  intention  of  the 
GoTemment  to  undertake  at  once  the 
snrrejrs  recommended  by  the  Boyal 
CoQuniseion  as  a  preliminary  to  the 
establishment  of   Cfonservancy  Boards 


and  the  execution  and  maintenance  of 
drainage  works  in  the  several  river 
basins.  In  addition  to  this,  we  shall 
proceed  with  the  execution  of  such 
works  upon  the  rivers  specially  men- 
tioned in  the  Eeference  to  the  Eoyal 
Commission,  and  of  which  the  Barrow 
is  one,  as  can  be  carried  out  without 
legislation,  pending  the  introduction  of 
a  measure  giving  effect  to  the  principal 
recommendations  of  the  Commission 
next  Session.  In  the  present  state  of 
Business  it  would  be  impracticable  to 
legislate  on  the  subject  this  year;  but 
the  Government  are  in  communication 
with  the  Boyal  Commissioners,  who  are 
at  present  in  Ireland ;  and  I  can  assure 
the  hon.  Member  that  there  will  be  no 
delay  in  commencing  such  operations  as 
can  be  undertaken  with  our  present 
powers,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
missioners, can  be  advantageously  exe- 
cuted in  the  present  year.  As  it  seems 
unlikely  that  the  whole  £50,000  can  be 
devoted  to  drainage  works  during  the 
year,  we  propose  to  spend  about  £4,000 
on  works  on  the  West  Coast,  commenced 
or  contemplated  by  the  Piers  and  Beads 
Commissioners  appointed  under  the  Be- 
lief Act  of  last  year.  A  sum  of  £5,000 
will  also  be  devoted  to  promoting  the 
improvement  of  the  breed  of  cattle  and 
horses  in  Ireland,  which  is  seriously  de- 
teriorating; and  the  Government  will 
avail  themselves  of  the  agency  of  the 
Boyal  Dublin  Society  in  giving  effect  to 
that  purpose.  With  reference  to  the 
QuePtion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  North  Longford  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy),  the  shortness  of  the  Notice  has 
prevented  my  consulting  the  Boyal  Com- 
missioners, on  whose  Beport  we  are 
acting  in  instituting  the  proposed  sur- 
vey, with  regard  to  it.  The  Government 
accept  the  opinion  of  the  Boyal  Com- 
mission as  to  the  desirability  of  further 
drainage  operations  on  the  Bann,  and 
the  nature  of  the  work  to  be  undertaken. 
The  real  difficulty  in  the  case  of  the 
Bann  lies  in  the  variety  of  authorities 
whose  concurrence  is  necessary,  and  in 
passing  the  requisite  legislation.  In 
any  case,  however,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  prepare  a  detailed  scheme  for  carry- 
ing out  the  plans  of  the  Commissioners 
before  work  can  be  begun.  The  prin- 
cipal object  of  the  proposed  surveys  is 
the  delimitation  of  the  catchment  basins 
of  the  several  rivers,  with  the  view  to  the 
establishment  of  Conservancy  Boards. 
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This  will  be  necessary  in  the  case  of  the 
Bann,  as  in  that  of  other  rivers. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  could  state  how  much 
of  the  £50,000  would  be  spent  on  the 
drainage  of  the  Bann  ? 

Mr.  GOSOHEN  said,  he  was  not  at 
present  in  a  position  to  give  the  infor- 
mation asked  for.  He  expected  a  reply 
from  the  Commissioners,  and  as  soon  as 
he  received  it  he  would  communicate 
with  the  hon.  and  learned  Member,  and 
let  him  know  the  precise  amount  which 
would  be  ezpendea  on  the  drainage  of 
the  Bann. 

Mr.  P.  MoDONALD(Sligo,  N.)  wished 
to  know  if  any,  and  how  much,  of  the 
£50,000  would  be  appropriated  to  the 
improvement  of  harbour  accommodation 
in  Ireland  f 

Mr.  QOSCHEN  said,  it  was  not  con- 
templated to  devote  any  of  the  money 
to  this  purpose,  except  a  portion  of  the 
£4,000,  which  it  is  proposed  to  devote  to 
certain  piers,  roads,  and  harbours  on  the 
West  Coast. 

EGYPT  —  TEDS     SOUDAN     CAMPAIGN. 
1886— THE  KHEDIVE'S  BRONZE  STAR. 

Colonel  BEIDGEMAN  (Bolton) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
Whether  the  British  and  Indian  Troops, 
and  the  New  South  Wales  Volunteers, 
employed  in  the  Soudan  in  1885,  will 
receive  the  Khedive's  bronze  star  for 
their  services? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
E.  SxAimoPB)  (Lincolnshire,  Horn- 
castle)  :  Her  Majesty  has  approved  of 
all  the  troops  (including  me  Indian 
Contingent  and  the  New  South  Wales 
Volunteers)  who  have  received  medals 
for  service  in  the  Soudan  in  1884,  1885, 
and  1886  wearing  the  bronze  star  which 
His  Highness  the  Khedive  is  about  to 
confer. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES)  —  LORDS  LIEUTENANT  OF 
COUNTIES. 

Mb.  J.  ROBERTS  (Flint,  &c.)  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Whether  the  Gk>vemment 
have  powerthrough  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
or  oUierwise  if  they  think  fit,  to  place 
gentlemen  on  the  Commission  of  the 
Peace  for  Counties,  independently  of  the 
action  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
county? 

Mr,  Ooschen 


The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.):  The 
power  of  placing  gentlemen  upon  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace  is  vested  in 
the  Lord  Chancellor  on  behalf  of  the 
Crown.  The  ordinary  course  is  for  the 
Lord  Chancellor  to  act  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
whose  local  knowledge  and  whose  posi- 
tion as  representative  of  the  Crown  in 
the  county  point  him  out  as  the  fittest 
person  to  submit  names  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  for  his  approval. 

THE  PARIS  EXHIBITION,  1889. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) 
asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  What  communications 
have  taken  place  between  the  French, 
and  English  Government  in  regard  to 
the  country  taking  part  officially  in  the 
French  Exhibition  of  1889;  and,  whe- 
ther he  will  lay  these  communications 
before  the  House  f 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  (Man- 
Chester,  N.E.) :  I  have  already  informed 
the  House  that  the  Correspondence  wiU 
be  laid  upon  the  Table.  It  is  in  the 
printers'  hands. 

WAR  OFFICE  —  TRANSFER  OF  LIEU- 
TENANT GORDON  TO  THE  ROYAL 
ENGINEERS. 

Sir  henry  TYLER  (Great  Yar- 
mouth)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  Whether,  in  consequence  of  the 
transfer  recently  of  Lieutenant  GK>rdon 
from  the  Royal  Marine  Artillery  to  the 
Royal  Engineers,    Lieutenant    Gordon 
now  takes  rank  before  the  193  officers 
who  have  obtained  their  commissions  in 
the  Royal  Engineers  since  February, 
1883;  whether  those  193  officers  have 
each  been  placed  one  step  lower  in  the 
oorps  of  Royal  Engineers  as  the  result 
of  that  transfer ;  whether  there  is  any 
precedent  for  such  a  transfer  in  such  a 
manner    to    the    corps ;    whether    the 
transfer  of  Lieutenant  Gordon  was  made 
with  the  assent  of  the  Deputy  Adjutant 
General  Royal  Engineers,  and  on  the 
recommendation  of  His  Royal  Highness 
the    Commander-in-Chief;   by   what 
Minister,  as  Secretary    for    War,    the 
transfer  was  approved  ;   and,  in   what 
manner  this  transfer  was  legalized,  in 
the  absence  of  any  provisions  in  the 
Royal  Warrant  permitting  such  a  couTse 
to  be  pursued  ? 
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Thb  SEORETAEY  op  STATE  ( Mr. 
E.  STANHOPE)(LiacoIii8bire,Homca8tle) : 
My  answer  to  the  first  two  Questions  of 
my  hon.  Friend  is  yes.  There  is  no 
precedent  for  such  a  transfer.  It  was 
made  with  the  assent  of  the  Deputy 
Adjutant  General  Hoyal  Engineers,  and 
on  the  recommendation  of  His  Boyal 
Highness  the  Commander-in-Chief.  It 
was  approved  by  my  Predecessor  and 
by  myself.  The  grant  of  Army  rank  is 
legally  a  matter  of  Boyal  prerogative. 
But  I  may  say  generally  that  this  case 
is  entirely  exceptional;  and  that  the 
corps  of  Koyal  Engineers  gladly  wel- 
come among  them  the  nephew  of  so  dis- 
tinguished an  officer  as  General  Gordon. 

CELEBRATION  OP  THE  JUBILEE  YEAR 
OF  HER  MAJESTY'S  REIGN— LONDON 
SCHOOL  CHILDREN  IN  HYDE  PARK. 

Sib  MCHAED  TEMPLE  (Worcester, 
Evesham)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  Whether 
arrangements  under  the  cognizance  of 
Government  are  being  made  for  securing 
the  safety  of  the  large  number  of  London 
school  children,  amounting  to  many 
thousands,  whom  it  is  proposed  to  as- 
semble by  voluntary  efiPort  in  Hyde  Park 
for  the  Jubilee  Celebration  on  the  21st 
June ;  and,  if  so,  what  will  be  the  nature 
of  the  arrangements  ? 

The  SECRETAKY  op  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.):  I  am 
informed  by  the  Chief  Commissioner  of 
Police  that  he  has  received  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Secretary  to  the  Chil- 
dren's Jubilee  Committee,  and  that  the 
necessary  police  arrangements  will  ac- 
cordingly be  made,  due  regard  being 
given  to  the  fact  of  the  assembly  of  so 
many  young  persons.  His  Eoyal  High- 
ness the  Banger  and  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner are  both  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  are  assisting  with  their 
advice. 

BOYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY- CELE- 
BRATION OF  THE  JUBILEE  YEAR  OP 
HER  MAJESTY'S  REIGN— CIRCULAR 
OF  THE  INSPECTOR  GENERAL. 

Mb.  OONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  letter,  in  the  follow- 
ing form,  has  been  issued  to  the  Boyal 
Oon«tabiilary  in  Ireland : — 


•*  Circular. 


"  Royal  IriBh  Constabulary  06Soe, 

"  Dublin  Castle,  14th  May,  1887. 

"  Queen's  Jubilee. 

"  The  Inspector  General  has  received  appli- 
cations from  members  of  the  Force  in  several 
counties  for  permission  to  raise  a  fund  in  cele- 
bration of  the  Queen's  Jubilee.  He  has  freely 
consented  in  such  cases  to  subscriptions  being 
raised,  on  (lie  understanding  that  the  ofBcers 
or  men  should  contribute  as  individuals,  and 
that  no  person  in  authority  should  organise  the 
effort.  Although  the  Inspector  General  would 
not  have  felt  warranted  in  moving  in  the  matter 
himself,  yet,  as  he  has  been  applied  to  upon  the 
subject,  he  thinks  that  it  wiU  probably  meet 
the  wishes  of  such  members  of  the  Force  as 
desire  to  contribute  to  suggest  a  course  by 
which  their  moneys  should  go  to  form  a  general 
Constabulary  Fund  rather  than  that  it  should 
be  divided  into  a  district  or  local  fund.  He 
would,  with  that  view,  propose  that  any  sub- 
scriptions given  by  members  of  the  Force 
should  be  forwarded  through  district  officers  to 
the  County  Inspectors,  who  could  then  send 
them  to  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  which  has  con- 
sented to  act  as  treasurer  for  *  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  Jubilee  Fund.*  With  the  view 
of  securing  that  the  subscriptions  should  be 
perfectly  voluntaiy,  the  Inspector  General  di- 
rects that  no  apphcation  whatever  be  made  to 
either  officers  or  men  in  the  matter.  In  the 
event  of  the  project  being  taken  up  by  the 
Force,  either  generally  or  in  a  more  or  less  ex- 
tended manner,  a  committee  of  the  subscribers 
could  hereafter  arrange  details  relative  to  the 
object  to  which  the  money  might  be  devoted. 

*'  A.  Reed,  Inspector  General ; " 

whether  the  applications  above  referred 
to  as  having  been  received  by  the  In* 
spector  General  have  been  made  by  the 
men,  or  merely  by  the  officers  of  the 
Force,  and  how  many  such  applications 
have  been  received ;  and,  whether  it  is 
the  fact  that  the  district  officers  are  re- 
quiring to  have  the  names  of  the  sub- 
scribers and  the  amounts  given  by  each ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  direct  that 
the  above  Circular  shall  be  acted  upon 
strictly,  and  that  no  application  what- 
ever shall  be  made  to  either  officers  or 
men  in  the  matter  ? 

The  PARLIAMENTAEY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Habman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said  :  The  Circular  alluded  to  was 
issued  by  the  Inspector  Oeneral  in  con- 
sequence of  representations  which 
reached  him  at  various  times,  both 
verbally  and  through  the  Press,  and 
finally  on  application,  on  the  subject 
made  by  two  County  Inspectors  repre- 
senting the  officers  and  men  of  their 
counties.    There  does  not  appear  to  be 
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any  reason  to  doubt  that  the  district 
officers  will  observe  the  instructions  con- 
veyed in  the  Circular.  The  Government 
see  no  necessity  to  give  the  direction 
suggested. 

Mb.  CONYBEAEE  :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  allow  me  to  lay  before 
him  a  letter  giving  details  of  cases  in 
which  the  instructions  have  been  evaded, 
and  will  he  take  action  upon  it  ? 

Colonel  KENG-HARMAN:  Cer- 
tainly, if  the  hon.  Member  will  send  the 
letter  to  the  Chief  Secretary  it  shall  be 
attended  to. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
Can  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man explain  how  it  was  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  stated  on  Tuesday  that  no 
such  Circular  was  ever  issued  ? 

Colonel  KENG-HARMAN:  Cer- 
tainly, Sir  ;  the  Question  asked  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Camborne  Division 
of  Cornwall  (Mr.  Conybeare)  was  whe- 
ther a  Circular  had  been  issued  by  the 
Inspector  General  to  the  different  police 
stations  in  Ireland  calling  upon  the  men 
to  subscribe  funds  for  the  purchase  of  a 
horse  and  jaunting  car  as  a  Jubilee 
offering  to  Her  Majesty.  No  such  Cir- 
cular was  ever  issued. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Then,  Sir,  the 
Chief  Secretary's  statement  was  a  mere 
quibble. 

Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  I  con- 
sider the  interruption  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  to  be  disorderly  and 
un-Parliamentary,  and  I  ask  him  to 
withdraw  it. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Do  I  under- 
stand you  to  rule,  Sir,  that  the  word 
**  quibble  "  is  un-Parliamentaiy  ? 

Me.  speaker  :  I  consider  that  the 
interruption  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  was  disorderly  and  un-Parlia- 
mentary, and  I  ask  him  to  withdraw  it. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Is  it  the  inter- 
ruption I  am  to  withdraw  ? 

Me.  speaker  :  I  ask  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  to  withdraw  the  ex- 
pression he  used. 

Me,  T.  M.  HEALY :  Very]  well.  Sir. 
ICries  of'  Withdraw ! "  and  "  Name !  "1 

Me.  speaker  :  Does  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  withdraw  the  expres- 
sion of  which  I  complain  ? 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Is  it  the  word 
"  quibble  ?  " 

Me.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  said  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  had  been  guilty  of  a 

Colonel  King-Harman 


quibble.  He  must  withdraw  that  ex- 
pression. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY:  If  the  word 
''quibble"  is  un-Parliamentary,  I  will 
withdraw  it. 

Mfi.  SPEAKER :  This  is  a  matter  of 
some  importance.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  interrupted  a  Question  asked 
by  another  hon.  Member  in  a  disorderly 
manner,  and  he  said  that  a  statement 
made  by  a  right  hon.  Member  of  this 
House  was  a  quibble.  I  ask  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  to  withdraw  that 
expression  ? 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Yes,  sir. 

WAR    OFFICE    (ORDNANCE    DEPART- 
MENT)-.THE  43-TON  GUN. 

Majoe  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.)  asked 
the  Surveyor  General  of  the  Ordnance, 
Whether,  on  or  about  28th  Augoat, 
1885,  a  third  43-ton  breach-loading  gon 
broke  down  at  the  proof  butts,  Wool- 
wich, in  the  metal  in  the  middle  of  the 
breach ;  and,  whether  both  design  and 
specification  for  all  such  guns  haye  been 
radically  changed;  if  so,  was  that 
change  necessary,  if  it  was  (including 
change  in  specification),  does  he  atiU 
adhere  to  his  statement  that  the  43-ton 
guns  in  question  are  serviceable  ? 

The  surveyor  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Noethoote)  (Exeter):  No  43-ton  gun 
broke  down  at  the  proof  butts  at  Wool- 
wich on  or  about  the  28th  of  August, 
1885.  On  the  26th  of  August  a  vent 
slide  failed;  but  this  did  not  put  the 
gun  out  of  action,  and  a  new  vent  slide 
was  fitted  on  in  half  a  minute.  Changes 
haye  been  made  both  in  the  design  and 
specification  of  the  12-inoh  breach- 
loading  guns  since  their  original  design 
in  1881,  and  these  changes  were  neces- 
sary. Two  additions  are  being  made  to 
Marks  I.  and  IE.  12-inch  breach-loading^ 
guns,  with  the  view  of  bringing  them 
into  conformity  with  the  steel  g^s  of 
new  design.  They  are  being  chase- 
hooped,  and  that  part  of  Uie  bore 
specially  attacked  by  the  gas  is  being: 
lined.  The  guns  are  belieyed  to  be  per- 
fectly serviceable. 

WAR    OFFICE-ARMY    MEDIOAL    BE- 
PARTMENT— SURGEON   MAJOR 
SANDFORD    MOORE. 

De.  TINDAL  E0BEET8ON 
Brighton)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
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for  War,  Whether  he  would  have  any 
objection  to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House  the  Heport  of  the  case  of  Sur- 
geon Major  Sandford  Moore,  submitted 
to  him  by  the  Medical  Director  Gene- 
ral? 

The  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
E.  SxAimoPE)  (Lincolnshire,  Homcastle): 
The  production  of  this  Report  would 
create  a  very  undesirable  precedent; 
and  I  regret,  therefore,  that  I  am 
unable,  in  the  interests  of  the  Service, 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  my  hon.  Friend. 

WAR  OFFICE— CELEBRATION  OF  THE 
JUBILEE  YEAR  OF  HER  MAJESTY'S 
REIGN  — EXTRA  QUEEN'S  CADET- 
SHIPS. 

Be.  TINDAL  EOBERTSON 
(Brighton)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  If,  in  commemoration  of  Her 
Majesty's  Jubilee,  he  will  recommend 
that  a  few  extra  Queen's  cadetships  be 
granted  during  the  present  year  ? 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  (Mr. 

E.  Stanhope)  (linoolnshire,  Horncastle): 

rhe  establishment  of   Queen's  cadets 

•  limited,  and  the  nominations  granted 

tare  hitherto  been  found  sufficient  to 

leet  the  claims  of  all  who  were  eligible 

ir  the    boon.     Under   these  circum- 

4nce8,  His  Royal  Highness  the  Oom- 

ander-in-Chief  does  not  see  any  suffi- 

mt  ground  for  recommending  an  in- 

)ase  in  the  number  of  Queen's  cadet- 

'ps  in  connection  with  the  Jubilee, 

BE  FOEBSTS  (SCOTLAND)-.GARBAT 
BEN  WYVIS. 

>B.    B.    MAODONALD  (Ross  and 

martj)   asked  the  Lord  Advocate, 

ether  he  has  any  further  informa- 

regarding  the  intended  addition  of 

^eep  farm  of  Oarbat  Ben  Wyris  to 

'xtenaive  deer  forest  of  Mr.  Shool- 

1;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 

)8al  has  caused   intense   dissatis- 

•n    throughout   the  West    High- 

;  andy  whether,  in  order  to  aUay 

•Q|>alar   excitement,  the  Oovem- 

oan   take  any  steps  to  delay  the 

^ed   afforesting  until  the  Orofter 

Commission  had  visited  the  dis- 

LOBD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.H.  A. 

^AiJ>)  (Edinburgh  and  St.  An- 
Uniyersities) :  Having  received 
oe  of  this  Question,  I  am  unable 
ar  in  regard  to  the  questions  of 


fact ;  but  I  may  point  out  to  the  hon. 
Member  that  any  sheep-farm  land  which 
is  added  to  deer  forest  is  by  that  action 
made  mere  free  to  be  dealt  with  for  the 
increase  of  crofter  holdings  than  if  it 
remained  in  sheep  farm ;  but,  in  any 
case,  the  Government  have  no  power  to 
interfere  in  matters  relating  to  the 
Crofters  Act  of  last  year,  these  being 
exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the  Crofter 
Commission,  and  of  the  Courts  of  Law 
on  appeal  from  the  Commission. 

UNITED    STATES  —  EMIGRATION    OF 
HIGHLAND    CROFTERS. 

De.  R.  MACDONALD  (Ross  and 
Cromarty)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  any 
official  Correspondence  has  taken  place 
lately  between  our  Ambassador  in  the 
United  States  and  a  representative  of 
the  United  States  Government,  with  the 
object  of  arranging  for  the  emigration 
of  Highland  crofters;  whether  the  latter 
intimated  that  the  sending  of  emigrants 
who  were  likely  to  become  a  public 
charge  would  bo  regarded  by  his  coun- 
try as  an  unfriendly  act ;  and,  whether 
the  alleged  Correspondence  will  be  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  (Sir  James  Fbbousson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.)  :  Correspondence  has 
passed  with  reference  to  immigration 
to  the  United  States,  but  not  with  spe- 
cial reference  to  EUghland  crofters.  It 
was  intimated  by  the  Minister  of  the 
United  States  that  immigrants  sent  out 
by  Governmental  agency,  or  likely  to 
become  a  public  charge,  would  not  be 
acceptable.  The  Correspondence  will 
be  laid  upon  the  Table. 

POST  OFFICE— CELEBRATION  OF  THE 
JUBILEE  YEAR  OF  HER  MAJESTY'S 
REIGN— THE  OFFICIALS. 

Mb.  ATKINSON  (Boston)  asked  the 
Postmaster  General,  If  he  will  give 
postal  and  telegraph  officiak  an  oppor- 
tunity to  participate  in  the  Jubilee  Cele- 
brations of  the  21st  instant  by  arranging 
for  a  partial  suspension  of  their  work, 
as  is  the  case  on  Gbod  Fridays  and 
Sundays  ? 

The  POSTMASTEE  GENEEAL  (Mr. 
Eaikes)  (Cambridge  University) :  I  have 
already  given  orders  that  on  the  day 
fixed  for  the  celebration  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Jubilee  the  Post  Office  arrange- 
ments  throughout  the  Kingdom  shall 
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be  such  as  to  afford  to  the  postal  and 
telegraph  officials  as  much  relief  as  pos- 
sible. In  the  Metropolis  there  will  be 
one  early  and  one  late  delivery  of  letters, 
and  corresponding  collections,  instead  of 
numerous  collections  and  deliveries;  also 
one  deUvery  and  one  collection  of  par- 
cels. Many  of  the  post  offices  will  be 
dosed  altogether.  In  the  country  there 
will  be,  for  the  most  part,  one  delivery 
and  one  collection  of  letters  and  parcels, 
and  the  rural  postmen,  after  completing 
their  delivery,  will  be  allowed  to  return 
at  once  to  their  starting  points,  as  on 
Ohristmas  Day.  Throughout  the  coun- 
try generally  the  post  offices  will  be 
closed  for  postal  purposes  after  the  first 
delivery  until  the  time  for  the  making 
up  of  the  evening  despatches.  I  regret 
that,  owing  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
Service,  complete  relief  cannot  be  given 
to  the  telegraphists  on  the  day  of  the 
Jubilee. 

IMPERIAL  DEFENCES—KING  GEORGE'S 
SOUND  —  THE  COLONIAL  CON  - 
FERENCE. 

Mb.  BADEN-POWELL  (Liverpool. 
Kirkdale)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  Whether  it  is  true,  as  reported 
in  the  newspapers,  that  at  the  recent 
Colonial  Conference  the  War  Office  raised 
objections  to  assisting  in  providing  for 
the  defence  of  King  George's  Sound; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  can  state  the  rea- 
sons for  these  objections  ? 

Thb  secretary  op  state  (Mr. 
E.  Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Horncastle): 
Yes,  Sir ;  the  matter  is  easily  explained. 
The  list  of  coaling  stations  now  being 
defended  was  framed  originally  by  the 
Boyal  Commission  on  the  Defence  of 
British  Possessions  Abroad.  That  Com- 
mission went  very  completely  into  the 
whole  question,  and  selected  a  certain 
number  of  stations,  which  it  described  as 
of  first-rate  importance,  and  the  defences 
of  which  it  recommended  should  be  at 
once  undertaken.  King  Oeorge's  Sound 
was  not  included.  That  case  was  con- 
sidered, but  was  decided  to  be  of  se- 
condary importance.  This  list  was  ap« 
proved  by  tne  Treasury,  and  laid  before 
Parliament.  A  large  sum  still  remains 
to  be  spent  before  ue  defences  even  of 
these  first-class  stations  are  complete; 
and  the  War  Office  accordingly,  when 
represented  at  the  Colonial  Coxiferenoe, 
did  not  feel  justified  in  promising  to 
furnish  at  once  an  expensive  armament 
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for  King  George's  Sound — first,  beeanse 
to  include  any  place  not  upon  the  list 
would  necessarily  have  entailed  large 
expenditure  in  other  oases  similarly 
situated;  secondly,  because  it  would 
have  had  neither  Treasury  nor  Parlia- 
mentary sanction ;  and,  thirdly,  because 
it  would  have  recognized  a  principle 
against  which  the  Treasury  has  always 
contended — that  the  Imperial  Gbvem- 
ment  should  bear  any  share  in  the  ex- 
penditure necessary  for  the  land  defence 
of  Australia. 

COAL  MINES  REGULATIONS—COL- 
LIERY  ACCIDENT   IN  LANARKSHIRE. 

Mr.  MASON  (Lanark,  Mid)  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Whether  he  is  aware  that 
another  fearful  colliery  accident  has  oc- 
curred in  Lanarkshire,  resulting  in  the 
loss  of  three  lives  and  seriously  injuring 
others ;  and,  whether  he  will  order  an 
inquiry  to  be  made  into  its  cause  ? 

The  secretary  op  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  I  have 
just  received  a  Keport  from  the  Inspec- 
tor of  the  district,  who  has  already  in- 
quired into  this  accident.  He  informs 
me  that  the  accident  was  due  to  the 
neglect  of  the  engine-man,  who  failed  to 
put  in  a  key,  whereby  the  winding  drum 
got  disconnected  from  the  engine,  and 
the  cage,  with  the  men  in  it,  ran  down 
the  pit.    The  engine-man  is  in  custody. 

JUBILEE  THANKSGIVING  SERVICE 
(WESTMINSTER  ABBEY)  —  ACCOM- 
MODATION FOR  MEMBERS  OF  THIS 
HOUSE. 

Mb.  OOUBLEY  (Sunderland)  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  If  he 
will  inform  the  House  what  arrange- 
ments he  has  succeeded  in  making  for 
the  purpose  of  according  to  Members  oi 
the  House  who  are  widowers  or  backe- 
lors,  privileges  akin  to  those  which  hare 
been  granted  to  Members  who  haTo 
wives,  whereby  the  former  may  be  per- 
mitted to  attend  the  Jubilee  ceremony  at 
the  Abbey  accompanied  by  lady  rela- 
tives  ? 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster):  I  am 
sure  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  wUl  under- 
stand that  I  sympathize  with  him  in  hia 
desire  that  Members  of  the  House  who 
are  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  widowera  or 
bachelors  should  have  the  privile^ea 
akin  to  those  which  are   granted    to 
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Members  who  have  wives.    The  Oom- 
xnittee  to  whom  this  question  has  been 
referred  have  not  found  it  possible  at 
present  to  endue  them  with  the  same 
privileges.     I  will  now  state  to   the 
House,  as  far  as  the  arrangements  have 
jet  gone,  what  is  proposed  to  be  done. 
The  Lord  Chamberlain  has  arranged  to 
find  places  for  Members  of  Parliament, 
accompanied  by  their  wives,  who  have 
sent  in  their  names  to  the  Speaker's 
Secretary,  or  will  do  so  before  Saturday, 
the  nth  instant,  and  a  space  in  the  North 
Transept  of  the  Abbey,  containing  570 
seats,  will  be  numbered  and  reserved 
for  Members  of  this  House.    Provision 
will  be  made  for  the  Speaker,  the  Chair- 
man of  Ways  and  Means,  Ministers,  ex- 
Ministers,  and  Privy  Councillors  to  sit 
as  far  as  may  be  possible  together  in  the 
front  seats.    The  remainder  of  the  seats 
will  be  allotted  by  ballot  to  those  Mem- 
bers who  have  sent  in  their  names  by 
the   11th  instant.    It  is  expected  that 
im;de  dress  will  be  worn  by  Ministers, 
ex-Ministers,    and    Privy    Councillors; 
but  for  other  Members  of  the  House  the 
dress  will  be  optional.    The  House  will 
remember  that  all  these  arrangements 
are  solely  in  the  hands  of  the  Select 
Committee    appointed    by  the  House. 
This  is  all  the  information  I  am  able  to 
give  the  House  at  the  present  moment ; 
but  the  list  is  not  yet  complete.    Two 
days   remain    during  which    Members 
may  send  in  their  names;  and  as  the 
seats  at  the  disposal  of  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain and  the  Committee  are  exceed- 
ingly limited  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
state  more  than  I  have  done  at  the  present 
time.  The  Committee  will  meet  on  Mon- 
day to  make  their  final  arrangements. 

BUSINESS    OF    THE    HOUSE-COAL 
MINES,  ko.  REGULATION  BILL. 

Mb.  mason  rLanark,  Mid)  asked 
the  First  Lord  oi  the  Treasury,  Whe- 
iher,  in  view  of  the  terrible  disaster  at 
ITdston  Colliery,  and  the  still  more  re- 
cent accident  at  Motherwell,  he  will  so 
arrange  the  Business  of  the  House  as  to 
allow  the  Coal  Mines,  &q.  Hegulation 
Bill  to  be  proceeded  with  not  later  than 
10  o'clock  this  evening? 

Thb  first  LOED  (Mr.  W.  H. 
jBmtts)  (Strand,  Westminster),  in  reply, 
said,  he  fully  entered  into  the  desire  of 
the  hon.  Member  and  other  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  took  an  interest  in  this  very 
important  matter;  but  he  was  not  able 


to  say  more  than  he  said  on  Tuesday, 
that  if  a  discussion  could  be  taken  after 
half-past  11  or  12  to-night,  he  would  be 
very  glad  if  that  could  be  done ;  but  to 
report  Progress  on  the  Criminal  Law 
Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill  at  10  o'clock 
would  be  impossible. 

An  hon.  Membeb  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  consent  to  take  the  Bill 
at  so  late  an  hour. 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  said,  he  was  en- 
tirely in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members  who 
took  an  interest  in  the  question.  The 
Government  desired  that  the  Bill  should 
be  proceeded  with,  subject  to  the  under- 
standing that  hon.  Gentlemen  who  took 
an  interest  in  the  matter  should  have  an 
opportum'ty  for  such  discussion  as  was 
thought  necessary. 

Mr.  mason  said,  that  he  was  anxious 
the  Bill  should  be  taken  to-night  at  any 
hour,  and  he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  assure  them  this  would  be 
the  case,  so  that  Members  interested  in 
the  Bill  mifcht  remain  in  their  places. 

Mr.  BUET  (Morpeth)  hoped  that 
unless  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  could  see  his 
way  to  afford  an  opportimity  for  a  rea- 
sonable discussion,  he  would  state  the 
Bill  would  not  go  on  at  all. 

E-^ICTIONS  (IRELAND)— EVICTIONS  AT 
BOD  YKE  —  ALLEGED  MISCONDU  CT 
OF  THE  OONSTABULAKY. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) wished  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  a 
Question,  of  which  he  had  been  unable 
to  give  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  private 
Notice.  He  desired  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  his  attention  been 
called  to  a  statement  in  The  Fall  Mall 
Gazette  of  that  evening,  with  reference 
to  the  evictions  which  were  being  carried 
on  at  Bodyke,  and  which  was  as  fol- 
lows:— 

**  It  is  true  that  Pat  Walsh's  mother,  of  80, 
was  bludgeoned  in  his  house  as  she  sat  in  her 
chair  by  a  member  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabu- 
lary, who  formed  one  of  the  volunteer  storming 
party,  and  she  has  at  this  moment  the  marks  of 
the  baton  in  the  shape  of  a  bad  black  eye." 

E  Laughter,']  Some  hon.  Members  might 
augh;  but  he  regarded  the  matter  as 
too  serious  for  laughter.  The  report 
continued — 

"She  (Mrs.  Walsh)  is  bedridden,  and  was 
lifted  up  by  her  daughter-in-law  to  be  eyicted, 
and  the  two  blae  bruiMs  above  and  bebw  her 
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left  eye  upon  her  poor  old  wrinkled  face,  form 
the  most  pitiable  sight  imaginable.  While  her 
■on  was  led  off  to  gaol  in  luindcuffs,  she  sat  in 
a  chair  on  the  road  wailing  and  rocking  her 
wounded  and  aching  head  backwards  and  for- 
wards in  her  hands.'* 

He  wished  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary, 
Whether  he  would  take  immediate  steps 
to  punish  the  constable  for  his  brutal 
conduct,  and  prevent  any  recurrence  of 
such  a  state  of  things  ? 

The  chief  SEOEETARY  (Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfoub)  (Manchester,  E.) :  I 
know  nothing  about  the  attack  alleged 
to  have  taken  place,  nor  have  I  seen 
Ths  Fall  Mall  Gautte  of  to-daj ;  but  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  scenes  have  taken 
place,  in  the  course  of  the  resistance  to 
the  police  at  Bodyke,  of  a  most  dis- 
graceful character. 

Me.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  wish  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  a  Question  of 
which,  unfortunately,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  give  him  Notice,  Whether  it  is 
true  that  the  police  at  Bodyke  have 
acted  as  baliffs  and  been  the  first  to 
enter  the  houses,  instead  of  the  officers 
of  the  Sheriff;  and,  whether  it  is  true, 
as  we  have  frequently  been  assured,  that 
no  such  conduct  will  be  tolerated ;  and 
whether,  if  this  statement  be  true,  the 
Chief  Secretary  will  take  immediate 
steps  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  such 
illegal  action  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  no 
doubt.  Sir,  that  if  the  police  went  into 
the  houses  in  consequence  of  these  houses 
being  illegally  defended,  they  acted  in 
accordance  with  their  duty. 

CRIME  AND  OUTRAGE  (IRELAND) -THE 
RETURN  FOR  APRIL  AND  MAY. 

Me.  JOHN  MORLEY  (Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Why  the  Return  of  reported  outrages 
in  Ireland  of  April  and  May,  which  the 
Chief  Secretary  promised  before  the 
Whitsuntide  holidays,  was  not  yet  in 
the  hands  of  the  Members  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfoue)  (Manchester,  E.) :  It  is 
at  the  printers.  I  do  not  know  why  it 
has  not  been  issued,  but  I  will  inquire 
into  the  circumstances. 

;    COAL   MINES   REGULATION—THE 
UDSTON  COLLIERY  ACCIDENT. 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal,  E.) :  With  reference  to  the  inquiry 
to  be  made  into  the  Udston  Colliery 
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accident,  I  wish  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 
ther he  will  exercise  all  the  powers  which 
Viscount  Cross'  Act  enables  him  to  use 
in  reference  to  the  inquiry — that  is  to 
say,  whether  he  will  appoint  persons 
of  special  knowledge  to  assist  the  In- 
spector in  the  investigation  under  Section 
3,  Sub-section  1,  of  the  Act;  whether 
he  would  for  that  purpose  appoint  a 
representative  of  theLianarkshire Miners' 
Union;  whether  he  will  exercise  the 
power  vested  in  him  of  requiring  the 
Inspector  to  call  for  documentary  evi- 
dence as  to  the  last  inspection  of  the 
mine,  in  whole  or  in  part ;  whether  he 
will  allow  representatives  of  the  men  to 
visit  the  scene  of  the  accident  in  com- 
pany with  Her  Majesty's  Inspector,  as 
well  as  the  owners,  manager,  and 
officials  of  the  mine  ? 

The  secretary  op  STATE  (Mr. 
MATTHEWs)(Birmingham,E.):  I  informed 
the  hon.  Member,  or  some  other  hon. 
Member,  two  or  three  days  ago,  that  I 
had  issued  directions  that  representatives 
of  the  men  should  accompany  the  In- 
spector, and  have  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  all  that  had  gone  on  in  the  pit, 
and  forming  their  own  opinion  and  con- 
clusion upon  it.  With  regard  to  the 
Commision,  it  is  not  yet  signed.  My 
present  intention  is  that  it  shall  consist, 
according  to  the  Statute,  of  an  Inspector 
of  Mines,  assisted  by  Gentlemen  of  the 
Scotch  Bar.  I  will  consider  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  hon.  Member  as  to  having 
any  additional  Member  upon  the  Com- 
mission ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  desirable 
that  the  Commission  should  be  too 
large.  The  range  of  the  inquiry  will 
be  the  very  fullest  that  the  law  permits. 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR :  May  I 
ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man whether  it  is  not  a  fact  that  among 
the  whole  body  of  the  miners  of  Lanark- 
shire there  is  a  strong  desire  that  thej 
should  be  represented  by  a  member  of 
the  Union  on  the  Commission,  to  assist 
the  Inspector  ? 

[No  reply.] 
NOTICE   OF  RESOLUTION. 


BUSINESS  OP  THE  H0D8E— ORIMINAI. 
LAW  AMENDMENT  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
KOTIOB  OF  nrsTEUonoif  • 
Me.  W.  H.  SMITH :  Mr.  Spetker,  I 
wish,  Sir,  to  give  Notioe  that  to-monoWt 
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at  half-past  4  o'clock,  I  shall  move  an 
Instruction  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland) 
Bill,  the  effect  of  which  will  be  to  name 
a  period  at  which  the  Committee  will 
report  the  Bill  to  the  House. 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY  (Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne)  :  Mr.  Speaker,  by  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  House,  I  should  like  to 
make  an  appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. Surely  this  is  an  extremely 
short  Notice  for  a  proposal  of  so  ex- 
tremely strong — which  is  the  least 
offensive  word  I  can  find — a  description. 
The  House  has  been  sitting  since  last 
Monday,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  his  Colleagues  must,  I  presume, 
have  made  up  their  minds  as  to  the 
course  they  intended  to  pursue ;  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  would  have  been 
more  consistent  with  the  great  import- 
ance of  the  proposal  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  makes,  and  more  re- 
spectful to  the  House,  if  he  had  given 
US  a  longer  time  to  consider  his  proposal. 
I  do  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
see  his  way  to  postpone  the  Eesolution 
for  one  more  Sitting — until  Monday. 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  am  sure, 
Sir,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  must  have  expected  the  Go- 
yemment  to  make  a  proposal  of 
this  character ;  for,  in  answer  to  a  Ques- 
tion addressed  to  me  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dundee  (Mr. 
E.  Bobertson)  on  Tuesday  last,  I  dia,  in 
effect,  give  Notice  that  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  the  Goyernment  to  make  a  pro- 
posal of  tills  kind  to  the  House.  It  has 
not  been  possible  for  the  Government  to 
arriye  at  any  definite  decision  on  the 
question  until  to-day ;  and  they  will  put 
the  form  and  terms  of  their  Notice  on  the 
Paper  in  the  course  of  the  evening, 

Mb.  JOHN  MORLEY :  May  I  ask  at 
what  time  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  pro- 
poses to  make  this  Motion  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  At  half-past  4 
o'clock,  the  usual  time.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  all 
Motions  in  regard  to  the  Business  of  the 
House  are  tfucen  before  the  Orders  of 
the  Day  are  entered  upon. 

Mr.    E.    EOBERTSON    (Dundee)  : 

Perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 

now  state  what  is  the  period  he  refers  to  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  No,  Sir ;  I  can- 

not.  

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Longford,  N.) : 
As  to-morrow  is  not  a  (Government  day, 
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it  would  certainly  be  more  convenieut  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  give  the 
terms  of  his  Motion,  because  surely  we 
are  entitled  to  at  least  24  hours'  notice, 
so  that  hon.  Members  might  be  able  to 
give  Notice  of  Amendments  to  the 
Motion. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  The  terms  of  the 
Motion  will  be  handed  in  to  the  Clerk  at 
the  Table  before  the  close  of  the  Com- 
mittee this  evening  in  ample  time  for 
hon.  Gentlemen  to  be  fully  informed  of 
its  purport. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  How  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH:  Frcm  the  Clerk 
at  the  Table. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Are  we  to 
understand,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  it  will 
be  possible  for  Members  to  obtain 
copies  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
Notice  to-night? 

Mr.  SPEAKEE  :  It  is  not  customary 
to  give  copies  of  Motions. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  That  being  so, 
I  would  again  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man what  the  Government  intend  to  do  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  will  give  an 
answer  at  the  close  of  the  Committee 
this  evening. 

Mr.  CONYBEAEE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) wanted  to  know  whether  the 
Notice  given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  be  considered  regular  in 
view  of  the  great  importance  of  a  Mo- 
tion of  this  character,  and  the  natural 
desire  of  hon.  Members  on  his  side  of 
the  House  to  prepare  Amendments 
which  would  be  impossible  on  so  short 
a  Notice  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKEE:  There  is  nothing 
irregular  in  the  course  proposed. 

ORDERS    OF  TEE  BAY. 

CRIMINAL  LAW  AMENDMENT  (IRE- 
LAND) BILL.—CBiLL  217.] 
{M}\  A,  J.  Balfour y  Mr,  Secretary  Matthews,  Mr, 
Attorney  General,  Mr,   Attorney  General  for 
Ireland.) 
COMMITTEE.    IProgress  Sth  June,"] 

[fifteenth  night.] 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Special  Juey  and  Removal  of  Teial. 

Clause  4  (Change  of  place  of  trial). 

Me.  MAUEICE  HEALY  (Cork),  in 
moving  as  an  Amendment,  in  page  3, 
line  23,  after  '*  district,"  to  insert — 
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"  And  there  has  previously  been  a  trial  for 
such  crime  in  the  county  or  borough  in  which 
the  same  was  committed,  at  which  trial  the 
jury  has  disagreed/' 

Bald:  The  object  of  this  Amendment  is 
to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
extreme  hardship  in  this  provision.  It 
will  be  in  the  mind  of  the  Committee 
that  we  have  already  passed  Olause  3 
which  provides  that  where  an  indict- 
ment for  a  crime  committed  in  a  pro- 
claimed district  has  been  found,  or  a 
defendant  has  been  committed  for  trial, 
and  the  trial  is  to  be  by  a  jury  before  a 
Court  in  Ireland,  other  than  a  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions,  the  High  Court  shall, 
on  the  application  of  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral or  by  the  defendant,  direct  that 
the  trial  shall  be  a  special  jury.  That 
being  so,  it  is  only  reasonable,  if  the 
Government  are  to  have  the  power  of 
changing  the  venue  in  the  way  suggested 
by  this  olause,  that  there  should  be  some 
provision  to  restrict  the  power  to  change 
the  venue  to  cases  in  which  there  has 
already  been  a  trial  and  the  jury  have 
disagreed.  Let  me  point  out  that,  as  the 
clause  now  stands,  the  Executive  will  be 
able  to  drag  prisoners  from  one  end  of 
Ireland  to  the  other — from  the  County 
of  Kerry,  for  instance,  to  Ulster  and 
viee  verad.  There  was  a  somewhat 
similar  provision  in  the  Crimes  Act  of 
1 882,  but  the  only  case,  as  far  as  I  be- 
lieve, in  which  it  was  exercised,  is  one 
with  which  the  Committee  will  be 
familiar  owing  to  the  constant  allusions 
which  have  been  made  to  it  in  this 
House — namely,  a  case  in  which  a  num- 
ber of  Irish  -  speaking  Connemara 
peasants  were  removed  from  Mayo  to  be 
tried  in  Cork,  and  in  that  case  there  had 
previously  been  a  disagreement  on  the 
part  of  the  jury.  Surely  it  is  only 
reasonable  to  ask  the  Government, 
before  we  give  them  the  powers  pro- 
vided in  this  section,  that  there  should 
be  circumstances  which  will  bear  some 
parallel  with  those  of  the  Act  of  1882, 
and  that  it  shall  be  shown  that  some  at- 
tempt has  already  been  made  to  secure  the 
administration  of  justice  in  the  county 
where  the  offence  was  committed.  I 
entreat  Her  Majesty's  Advisers  to  give  a 
fair  consideration  to  the  reasonable 
Amendment  I  now  propose. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  3,  line  23,  after  the  word 
'*  district/'  insert  the  words  **  and  there  has 
previously  been  a  trial  for  such  crime  in  the 

Mr,  Maurice  Mealy 


county  or  borough  in  which  same  was  com- 
mitted, at  which  trial  the  jury  has  disagreed." 
—(Mr.  Maurice  EealyJ) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  ATTOENEY  GENEEAL  fob 
ERELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  The  Amendment  moved  by  the 
hon.  Member  is  to  the  effect  that  there 
must  have  been  a  previous  trial  and  a 
disagreement  on  the  part  of  the  jury 
before  the  venue  can  be  changed — in 
fact,  that  there  has  been  an  abortive 
trial.  The  object  of  the  Government  is 
to  provide  that  the  venue  may  be 
changed,  because  there  is  reason  to  sus- 
pect that  a  fair  and  impartial  tnsl 
cannot  be  had  in  the  district  in  which 
the  crime  has  been  committed,  and  if 
we  restrict  the  operation  of  the  dause 
to  cases  in  which  there  has  been  a  pre- 
vious trial  our  object  might  be  alto- 
gether defeated.  ]^or  these  reasons  we 
cannot  assent  to  the  Amendment. 

Mb.  MAURKDE  HEALY:  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  seems  to 
forget  the  powers  which  the  Gt>vemment 
will  have  of  ordering  persons  to  stand 
by  whose  motives  they  have  reason  to 
suspect.    I  think  it  will  be  altogether 
impossible,  under  such  circumstances,  to 
place  12  men  in  the  box  who  wooid 
agree  to  acquit  a  prisoner.     Such   an 
apprehension  is  altogether  preposterous, 
and  the  right  hon.  and  learned  G^tle- 
man  must  have  a  very  low  opinion  indeed 
of  the  intelligence  of  this  Committee, 
or  he  would  not  venture  to  make  such  a 
suggestion.  I  quite  agree  with  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that  an 
abortive  trial  is  a  most  unsatis&ctoTy 
thing.  It  is  most  desirable,  when  a  man 
has  been  tried  by  a  jury,  that  the  jury 
should  find  whether  he  is  guilty  or  inno- 
cent ;  but  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the 
extraordinary  powers  which  are   ffiTen 
to  the  Gt>vernment  by  Section  3.    Under 
these  powers,  I  cannot  see  that  there  is 
the  slightest  danger  of  such  a   mishap 
as  an  abortive  trial  occurring.     Unfor- 
tunately, however,  notwithstanding  the 
low  estimate  which  the  Attorney  Qeneral 
for  Ireland  seems  to  have  of  the  intelli* 
gence  of  the  Assembly  he  was  address- 
ing, the    Government    are    sufficiently 
powerful  to  pass  their  Bill  by  the  use  of 
the  closure. 

Mb.  J.  O'CONNOR  (Tipperary,  8.) : 
All  that  is  asked  in  this  Am^idment*  is 
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ttiat  a  trial  sliall  hare  taken  place  in  the 
district  where  an  offence  has  been  com- 
mitted, before  the  venue  can  be  changed 
to  any  other  part  of  the  country.  It  has 
already  been  pointed  out  what  was 
done  in  the  case  of  the  Majo  conspiracy. 
In  that  case  a  trial  took  place  where 
the  offence  was  committed,  and,  that 
trial  having  proved  abortive,  the  venue 
was  changed  to  Cork.  The  result  was 
a  second  disagreement,  but  the  prisoners 
were  put  upon  their  trial  again,  and, 
having  to  go  to  Mayo  in  order  to  bring 
up  their  relatives  and  witnesses,  they 
certainly  bad  not  a  fair  chance  of  obtain- 
ing; an  acquittal.  It  is  quite  evident 
from  the  non-acceptance  of  the  Amend- 
ment that  the  Govemment  have  no 
desire  to  procure  even  an  appearance  of 
justice.  Such  provisioua  as  these  must 
destroy  all  confidence  on  the  part  of  the 
people  in  the  administration  of  the  law. 
If  the  Oovemment  really  desire  to  make 
progress  with  their  Bill,  they  would 
■how  a  disposition  to  accept  reasonable 
Amendments  of  this  kind.  But  it 
appears  to  me  that  they  have  no  desire 
even  to  observe  the  slightest  semblance 
of  jastioe. 
Question  put,  and  rugatived. 

Ma.  O'DOHERTT  (Donegal,  N.) :  In 
reference  to  the  Amendment  No.  16  on 
the  Paper,  standing  in  my  name,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  extend  the  jurisdic- 
tion to  any  division  of  the  High  Court, 
I  do  not  propose,  at  this  stage,  to  move 
it,  because  I  think  the  matter  ma;  be 
mora  adequately  dealt  with  on  the  Uth 
clause,  which  defines  the  mode  of  pro- 
cedura  for  offences  against  the  Bill.  Nor 
do  I  intend  to  move  the  Amendment  No. 
18,  which  gives  a  discretionary  power 
to  the  High  Court,  because  I  think  that 
that  Amendment  ia  covered  by  No.  19 
which  stands  in  the  name  of  the 
hoa.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  late 
AttomflT  General  for  England. 

Sib  CHABLE8  EU8SELL  (Hackney, 
B.)  :  My  Amendment  proposes  to  leave 
out  all  the  words  of  the  first  sub-section 
from  the  ward  "Ireland,"  in  line  25. 

The  CHAIBMAN:  There  is  an 
Amendment  in  the  name  of  the  hon. ' 
Member  for  South  Donegal  (Mr.  Mao 
Neill)  which  will  come  before  that. 

Mb.  MAO  NEnii  (Donegal,  S.) :  I 
propose  to  move,  in  f)age  3,  line  24,  an  , 
Amendoieiit  to  provide  that  the  appli- 
cadoD  tor  lite  change  of  venue  shall  be 
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made  in  open  Court.  I  think  that  it  is 
neoesBary  to  provide  that  such  an  appli- 
cation should  not  be  made  in  Chambets, 
but  that  it  should  be  made  in  public,  so 
that  the  nature  of  the  application  would 
be  quite  open  and  clearly  understood. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3, 
line  24,  after  the  word  "  application," 
to  insert  the  words  "in  open  Court." 
—{Mr.  Mae  NtiU.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  TJni- 
veruify)  :  The  Government  feel  bound 
to  oppose  the  Amendment,  which  would 
introduce  an  entirely  new  practice  in 
these  cases.  It  is  our  intention  to  follow 
the  usual  course  of  practice. 

Mk.  mac  NEILL:  All  I  desire  is 
that  the  public  should  be  able  to  judge  of 
the  propriety  of  the  application  as  well 
as  the  Attorney  General. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Longford,  N.) : 
This  opens  an  entirely  new  question. 
Does  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man say  that  he  is  to  go  in  private  to  a 
Judge  of  the  High  Court,  and  perhaps, 
sitting  over  a  glass  of  punch,  apply  for 
an  order,  and  that  the  public  are  to 
have  no  information  about  it  ?  We  linow 
that  at  present  barristers  are  able  to  go 
to  the  Judges  privately  in  regard  to 
some  of  the  matters  concerning  the  pro- 
cedure of  the  Court ;  but  it  is  a  mon- 
strous proposition  to  provide  that  a 
serious  application  of  this  nature  in 
questions  affecting  the  lives  and  liberties 
uf  the  Irish  people  should  be  made  pri- 
vately, even  to  a  Vacation  Judge. 

Mr.  holmes  :  I  do  not  suppose  it 
is  at  all  likely  that  an  application  would 
be  made  to  a  Judge  over  a  glass  of 
punch ;  hut  what  I  say  is,  that  a  Motion 
of  this  kind  may  be  mode  with  per- 
fect propriety  if  it  is  mode  in  accord- 
ance with  the  ordinary  practice  of  the 
Court,  and  the  Government,  therefore, 
cannot  consent  to  alter  the  olause. 

Me.  mac  neill  :  We  ought  to  be 
able  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the 
application  as  well  as  the  Attorney 
General.  The  words  "The  High  Court" 
do  not  mean  the  High  Court  of  Justice 
sitting  with  all  the  dignity  of  Judges 
on  the  Bench ;  but  it  meane  a  single 
Judge  sitting  in  Ms  own  chambers,  in 
his  own  study,  and  acting  at  any  time  of 
the  day  or  night.  Under  such  circnm- 
3  A  2  IFiJittnthNighLl 
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one  of  YBiy  great  conaequence,  and  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  admit  that  if  it  is  of 

great  coniequence  in  the  intereate  of  the 
room,  which  iaterests  are  supposed  to 
be  and  ought  to  be  the  interests  of  the 
public,  it  is  equally  a  matter  of  great 
interest  to  the  accused.  It  is  a  very 
serious  matter  that,  without  any  safe- 
guard or  protection,  a  man  charged  with 
en  offeuce,  not  according  to  the  ordiuaiy 
Criminal  Law  and  the  administratioo  ot 
the  ordinary  Oriminal  Law,  shall  be 
deprived  of  the  venue  in  which  the 
offence  has  been  committed,  aud  that 
his  trial  shall  bo  removed  to  ao  entirely 
different  place  altogether,  away  &om 
his  friends,  and  where  it  may  be  difficult 
for  him  to  procure  evidence  which  may 
be  of  the  greatest  possible  importance 
to  him.  The  Ooverament,  in  the  way  in 
which  they  have  framed  the  olauae, 
show  that  they  consider  the  matter  to 
be  one  of  consequence;  but  as  the 
clause  stands  the  question  is  to  be  de- 
cided on  the  mere  ipit  dixit  and  at  the 
will  of  the  Attorney  General  in  the  first 
instance.  All  that  the  Attorney  Oaneral 
has  to  do  is  to  instruct  some  counsel  or 
solicitor  on  his  bohalftto  make  an  appli- 
cation  to  the  High  Court,  and  on  his 
certificate  that  he  believes  a  more  fair 
and  impartial  trial  can  be  had  in  some 
other  place  than  that  in  which  it  would 
in  the  ordinary  course  be  had,  the 
learned  Judge  before  whom  the  appli- 
cation is  made  is,  according  to  the 
clause  as  it  stands,  entirely  deprived  of 
any  judicial  discretion  whatever  in  the 
matter.  By  this  clause  the  Judge  is 
bound  to  make  the  order  on  an  ap- 
plication being  made  to  him,  and 
on  the  production  of  the  certificate 
of  the  Attorney  O-aneral  that  he  thinks 
it  right  a  change  of  venue  should  take 
place.  Now.  I  say  that  this  is  an  un- 
becoming course  of  proceeding  with  re- 
gard to  the  Judge  himself.  I  know  it 
may  be  said  that  there  is  a  right  of  ^- 

¥eal  given  by  the  next  part  of  the  danae. 
he  next  part  of  the  clause  aays  that 
after  an  order  of  the  Judge  has  been 
made  upon  an  «x  parU,  or  it  may  be  npon 
a  secret  application,  and  under  circum- 
stances which  may  prevent  any  informa- 
tion being  given  to  tne  Judge  npon  which 
he  might  be  able  to  exercise  his  judg- 
ment, the  defendant  against  whom  the 
order  has  already  been  mads  afaall  hav« 
conceded  to  him  the  right  within  a  pre- 
scribed  time,  and  in  a  prescribed  mvun, 


stances,  is  the  Attorney  General  or  his 
representative  to  be  at  liberty  to  walk 
in  and  obtain  an  order  by  simply  saying 
— "See,  Judge;  give  me  this  order." 
Such  a  provision  means  a  total  absence 
of  any  public  investigation  in  reference 
to  the  application,  and  there  is  a  possi- 
bility that  an  order  may  be  given  for  a 
change  of  venue,  which  would  not  have 
been  granted  if  there  had  been  notice 
given  to  the  public.  If  a  Motion  were 
made  in  open  Court  it  would  also  pre- 
vent an  appeal  to  the  High  Court  to 
discharge  or  vary  the  order.  I  fail  to 
see  why  the  proceedings  under  this 
Coercion  Bill  should  not  be  fair  and 
above-board,  and  the  Irish  Members  are 
determined  to  do  their  best  to  prevent 
anything  being  done  in  a  surreptitious 
or  underhand  manner.  The  Attorney 
General  knows  perfectly  well  that  this 
is  to  be  a  secret  application.  The  defi- 
nition of  the  expression  "The  High 
Court "  is  simply  that  it  is  to  mean  the 
High  Court  of  Justice  in  Ireland,  and  I 
challenge  the  Attorney  General  to  tell 
the  Committee  what  the  real  object  of 
this  provision  is. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

8iB  CHARLES  BUSSELL  (Hack- 
ney, S.) :  I  have  now  to  move  in  page  3, 
line  25,  to  leave  out  after  the  word 
"  Ireland,"  the  following  wards  :— 

"And  npon  his  certificate  that  he  bslievei 
that  s  mora  lur  and  imp&rt,ial  trial  can  be  hod 
at  a  Coort  of  Auiia  in  aame  county  to  bs  named 
in  the  cartitlcate,  shall  m&lie  an  order  as  of 
coarse  that  the  trial  shall  ha  bad  at  a  Court  of 
Assize  in  the  county  named  in  the  certifioste. 

■*  The  defandant  or  any  defendants,  if  mora 
than  one,  nuy  in  the  prescribed  manner  and 
within  the  pieicribed  time  apply  to  the  Hig-h 
Court  to  discharge  or  vary  any  Bach  order  for 
the  ramoval  of  a  trial,  upon  the  grouud  that 
the  tri&l  can  be  mora  fairly  and  impartially 
had  in  a  coucty  other  than  the  county  named 
in  the  order  of  removal, and  thereupon  the  High 
Court  may  order  that  the  triij  shall  be  had  in 
that  coanty  in  which  it  ahall  appear  that  the 
trial  con  be  most  fairly  and  impU'tially  had." 
If  the  Committee  consent  to  the  omis- 
sion of  those  words,  I  propose  to  sub- 
stitute words  to  provide  that  the  High 
Court,  on  application  by  or  on  behalf  of 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 

"  Or  of  the  defendant,  may  for  good  canse 
order  that  the  trial  ehaSl  be  had  in  some  other 
county  or  bdroagh." 

Now,  the  Government,  in  framing  the 
Bill,  have  obviously  thought  that  this 
question  of  the  change  of  venue  may  be 
Mr.  Mat  NeiH 
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to  apply  to  the  Court  to  ywty  the  order. 
Now,  I  want  to  kiiov  what  ts  to 
be  said  against  the  ptoposition  con- 
taiaed  in  m;  Amendmeat,  which  ie  the 
natural,  the  Bimple,  the  straightforward, 
aad  the  just  principle  to  be  adopted  in 
euoh  a  matter — namely,  that  the  original 
application  shall  be  made  by  the  Attor- 
ney General,  or  by  the  defendant,  in 
open  Court,  and  that  thereupon  the 
Court  may,  for  good  reason,  onier  that 
the  trial  shall  be  had  in  some  other 
county  or  borough.  What  can  be  the 
object  of  resisting  eo  reasonable  an 
Ameadment  ?  If  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  has  no  desire 
to  prejudge  the  question  in  accordance 
with  any  suggestion  which  may  have 
been  made  to  him,  I  would  ask  him,  in 
fairness  and  in  reason,  what  is  to  be  said 
against  that  proposition  ?  If  the  Attor- 
ney General  desires  to  change  the  venue, 
let  htm  make  an  application  ;  but  let  it 
be  made  in  open  Court  on  due  notice, 
and  let  him  satisfy  the  Court  that  he  has 
good  grounds  for  making  it.  In  that 
case,  no  doubt,  it  would  be  granted  ;  but 
if  he  is  unable  to  show  good  grounds, 
why  should  he  hare  his  order  upon  an 
txparU  statement,  without  the  persons 
accused  having  an  opportunity  of  show- 
ing cause  against  it  ?  Of  course,  if  the 
OoTemment  intend  to  offer  a  (ion  po»- 
iHtntM  to  every  Amendment  proposed, 
whetber  that  Amendment  is  reasonable 
or  unreasonable,  or  in  the  direction  of 
justice  or  not,  it  would  save  a  good  deal 
of  time  if  they  would  say  so  at  once. 
Personally,  I  repudiate  altogether  that 
the  Chief  Secretary  means  to  convey  any 
■noh  desire,  and  if  not,  then  I  claim  that 
no  answer  whatever  can  be  made  to  thi 
Amendment.  I  know  that  a  great  many 
things  have  been  stated  insidethis  House, 
and  still  more  outside,  in  regard  to  the 
obstmotion  of  this  Bill  i  but  I  am  certain 
that  there  has  not  been  a  single  Amend- 
ment advanced  from  this  Bench  for 
which  the  strongest  reasons  have  not 
beea  adduced.  For  my  own  part,  I  have 
not  Toted  for  one,  nor  spoken  on  behalf 
of  one,  which  I  did  not  consider  to  be  of 
a  sobatantial  and  i<m(j^iftf  character.  If 
they  do  not  wish  to  have  the  whole  force 
of  public  opinion  directed  against  this 
wretched  measure  theGovemment  ought 
to  evince  some  desire  to  maintain,  at 
least,  an  appearance  of  fairness,  and  to 
conaider  favourably  proper  and  reason- 
able Amendments. 
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Amendment  proposed, 


la  pag«  3,  line  25,  to  leare  ont  ail  the  words 
after  the  word"Irelattd,"  to  theend  of  Iina37, 
and  insert  tho  words,  "  or  of  the  defendant, 
may  tor  good  causo  older  that  ths  trial  shall 
'  1  had  in  Boma  other  county  or  boroogh," — 

Ur  Charlei  RuiieU,) 

-instead  thereof. 
Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 

ind  upoQ  his  certificate  that  a'  stand 
part  of  the  Clause." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  {Mr.  Holies)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  My  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
has  called  upon  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
answer  the  appeal  which  has  been  made 
to  him ;  but  as  there  are  technicalities 
which  are  connected  with  the  matter 
which  it  is  desirable  to  explain  my  right 
hon.  Friend  has  asked  me  to  reply.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  spoken 
under  the  idea  that  some  suggestion  has 
been  made  that  the  Amendments  moved 
from  the  Front  Bench  opposite  have 
been  of  an  obstructive  character.  Now, 
Sir.  we  are  far  from  entertaining  any 
feeling  of  that  kind,  and,  so  far  as  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  himself  is 
concerned,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
Amendments  which  he  has  moved  have 
been  of  a  reasonable  character,  and  have 
been  Amendments  which,  beyond  all 
doubt,  require  discussion.  Indeed,Ihave 
all  along  admitted  not  only  the  reason- 
able character  of  the  Amendments  from 
the  Front  Bench,  but  also  that  many  of 
those  which  have  been  proposed  in  other 
quarters  have  been  reasonable.  The 
present  Amendment  moved  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  unquestionably 
raises  a  subject  which  it  is  desirable  to 
have  discussed  and  decided  by  the  Com- 
mittee ;  and,  therefore,  as  briefly  and 
as  clearly  as  I  can,  I  will  explain  the 
reasons  which  have  induced  the  Govern- 
ment to  ask  for  a  change  of  venue  in  the 
terms  of  this  clause.  I  admit  that  if  the 
object  of  the  clause  were  simply  to  make 
a  change  in  the  machinery  for  bringing 
about  the  change  venue — if  that  were 
the  only  object  of  it,  the  Amendment 
would  not  only  be  a  reasonable,  but  a 
fair  and  proper  one.  In  other  words, 
if  it  were  simply  intended  to  introduce 
into  Ireland  the  maohinery  which  exists 
in  England  under  Palmer's  Act,  the  mode 
suggested  by  the  Amendment  might  be 
fittingly  adopted — namely,  that  either 
the  prosecutor  or  the  defendant,  in  open 
Court,  should  make  an  application  for  a 
rFtflM»tk  Ifit/U.'] 
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change  of  venue,  and  that  at  the  end  of 
the  discussion  the  Judge  should  give  his 
decision.  But  we  have  proceeded  all 
along  on  the  basis  that  in  certain  parts 
of  Ireland  exceptional  circumstances 
have  arisen,  and  it  is  not  proposed  now 
to  amend  the  machinery  of  the  law,  but 
to  amend  the  law  itself.  When  we 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  circum- 
stances of  Ireland  require  that  the 
Crown  should  have  the  means  of  chang- 
ing the  venue,  we  looked  about  for  the 
means  by  which  that  amendment  of  the 
law  should  be  carried  out,  and  we  found 
that  the  circumstances  bore  a  consider- 
able analogy  to  those  under  which  the 
Crimes  Act  of  1882  was  passed.  In 
that  case  tho  Legislature,  having  regard 
to  the  circumstances,  have  laid  down 
certain  provisions  of  the  law,  and  we 
have  a  right  to  consider  that  what  they 
did  was,  at  all  events,  primd  facie  reason- 
able, although  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
were  strongly  opposed  to  the  action  then 
taken.  What  was  done  in  that  case  was 
to  provide  that  the  Attorney  General,  by 
a  mere  certificate,  without  certifying  any 
facts,  should  have  power  to  apply  for  a 
change  of  venue,  and  should  get  an 
order  of  the  Court  sanctioning  such 
change  of  venue.  In  other  words,  there 
was  a  final  thing  done  on  the  mere 
certificate  of  the  Attorney  General.  The 
Attorney  General  was  to  give  a  certificate 
that  a  change  of  venue  was  required,  and 
thereupon  the  order  of  the  Court  was  to 
be  made.  On  full  consideration  of 
the  subject  we  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  not  desirable  to  follow  pre- 
cisely and  exactly  the  precedent  of  the 
Act  of  1882,  but  that  the  powers  con- 
ferred by  that  measure  should  be 
amended  in  the  interests  of  the  ac- 
cused persons  themselves.  What  is  the 
process  which  at  the  present  time  we 
say  it  is  desirable  to  adopt  ?  We  say 
that,  in  the  first  place,  a  certificate 
shall  be  applied  for  by  the  Attorney 
General  stating  that  he  believes  a  more 
fair  and  impartial  trial  can  be  had  at  a 
Court  of  Assizes  in  some  county  to  be 
named  in  the  certificate.  I  know  it  will 
be  stated  that  a  certificate  is  a  matter  of 
form ;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  such  a 
certificate  will  be  a  matter  of  form  at 
all.  It  is  alleged  that  the  action  of  the 
Attorney  General  will  be  governed  by 
the  Executive,  and  that  he  will  not  be 
guided  by  his  own  conscience  and  views 
of  right  in  directing  a  change  of  venue. 

Mr,  Molme9 


I  will  only  say  that  no  application  will 
be  made  for  a  certificate  without  a  most 
careful  consideration,  and  after  taking 
into  account  what  the  Attorney  General 
ought  to  certify,  and  whether  a  fair  and 
impartial  trial  can  be  had  in  another 
county.    Not    only  must    the   circum- 
stances be  such  as  to  raise  a  doubt  whe- 
ther a  trial  in  the  county  where  the 
offence  was  committed  would  be  fair 
and  impartial,  but  also  whether  there  is 
another  place  where,  beyond  all  doubt, 
the  case  could  be  tried  more  fairly  and 
impartially.     If    the    allegations    con- 
tained in  the  certificate  are  right,  it  will 
be  only  reasonable  and  proper  that  the 
venue  should  be  changed.    As  to  the 
argument  that    the  Attorney  General 
would  be  governed  by  the  Executive, 
and  that  he  would  not  exercise  his  own 
conscientious  judgment  in  the  matter, 
let  me  ask  what  earthly  motive  the  At- 
torney General  can  have  for  certifying 
what  he  has  no  reason    to  believe— 
namely,   that  good  ground  exists  for 
changing  the  place   of  trial  where   in 
reality  there  is  no  such  gpround?    Per- 
sonally, the  Attorney  General,  who  bears 
the  character  of  prosecutor  in  Ireland, 
can  have  nothing  whatever  to  gain.    Al- 
though the  circumstances  of  the  case 
may  be  attended  with  a  considerable 
amount  of  di£&culty,  it  cannot  be  asserted 
that  any  person  who  may  occupy  the 
position  of  Law  Officer  of  the  Otowtl 
will  have  any  motive  to  attempt  to  do 
anything  unfair  in  regard  to  a  change 
of  venue.     However    impartially  and 
conscientiously  an    Irish    Law  Officer 
acts,  he  is  always  subjected  to  the  moat 
violent  attacks ;  and,  therefore,  he  haa 
every  reason  to  induce  him  to  avoid 
doing  anything  unfair.    If  the  Attorney 
General  ever  has  any  temptation  at  all, 
it  is  to  do  less  than  his  duty  rather  than 
more.    He  knows  that  he  may  incur 
odium  for  doing  less  than  his  duty ;  but 
he  has  no  temptation  whatever  to   do 
more.    And  let  me  tell  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  that,  so  far  as  the  Executive 
are  concerned,    the    Attorney  General 
will  be  altogether  free  from  their  con- 
trol or  influence.    He  may  be  mistaken 
in  the  judgment  at  whidh  he  arrivea ; 
but  what  he  will  do  will  be  done  upon 
his  own  account,  and  he  cannot  be  made 
responsible  by  any  Member  of  the  Qo- 
vernment    for   the    way  in  wlii<di    he 
exercises  his  judgment.    That  beings  so, 
and  the  venue  having  been  chang^ed  by 
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exist  in  a  county  in  regard  to  preyeating 
jurora  from  doinp  their  duty  would  pre- 
vent the  Grown  from  obtaining  evidence 
to  satisfy  the  Court  that  a  change  of 
venue  was  necessary.  Therefore,  if  it 
is  desirable  to  have  a  change  of  renue  at 
all  we  must  alter  the  mode  of  procedure. 
Let  ma  point  out  that  up  to  the  present 
moment  the  Grown  has  never,  except  in 
one  or  two  instancea,  succeeded  in  getting 
the  venue  changed.  But  although  that 
difficulty  exists  on  the  port  of  the 
Crown,  I  do  not  think  any  difficulty 
exists  in  any  part  of  Ireland  which 
would  prevent  an  accused  person  from 
showing  that  a  change  of  Tsuue  would 
be  on  injury  to  him.  I  think  that  that 
can  be  clearly  and  easily  shown.  He 
would  be  surrounded  by  a  number  of 
persons  whose  sympathies  would  be  with 
him,  and  who  would  be  willing  to  come 
forward  and  state  any  fact  which  would 
clearly  show  that  a  change  of  venue 
would  be  an  injury  to  him,  and  they 
could  show  it  in  the  form  of  an  affidavit 
in  a  way  to  satisfy  the  Court  that  to 
make  an  order  for  a  change  of  venue 
would  be  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
the  defendant.  As  the  clause  now  stands, 
if  the  defendant  applies  to  the  Court  to 
vary  or  discharge  the  order  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  triul,  the  onus  will  not  be 
placed  upon  the  Crown  of  showing  that 
it  is  impassible  to  get  a  fair  and  impar- 
tial trial ;  but  the  accused  person,  whose 
case  might  be  prejudiced  by  a  change  of 
venue,  will  never  experience  any  difficulty 
in  obtaining  evidence  to  show  that  the 
change  would  be  injurious  to  his  inte- 
rests. As  to  the  right  of  appeal  against 
the  certificate  of  the  Attorney  General 
for  a  change  of  venue,  the  hon.  and 
learned  G^tleman  saye  there  is  no 
analogy  for  a  provision  of  this  nature. 
There  is,  however,  an  analogy  in  a  well- 
known  olass  of  cases  —  namely,  civil 
actions,  which  often  involve  issues  quite 
as  important  as  may  be  involved  in 
some  of  the  offences  under  this  mea- 
sure. In  civil  actions  the  plaintiff  selects 
his  o.wn  venue ;  but  the  defendant  is 
entitled  to  have  it  changed  on  show- 
ing that  it  is  expedient  to  do  so  in 
the  interests  of  jastiee.  Therefore, 
there  is  an  analogy  for  this  mode 
of  procedure  in  what  takes  place  in 
reference  to  a  large  class  of  cases  that 
are  now  tried  by  a  jury.  I  may  add  that 
experience  shows  that  when  a  defendant 
applies  for  a  change  of  venue  on  the 
[Fi/itmth  Night.l 


the  order  of  the  High  Court,  it  is  then 
provided  by  this  section  that — 

"If  the  accnsed  hai  retuon  to  belieye  that 
the  trial  could  be  note  fairly  and  impartially 
had  in  a  county  other  than  the  county  named 
in  the  nrder  of  removal  he  may,  in  the  prescribed 
miuiiier  Had  nithia  the  preacribed  time,  apply 
to  the  High  Conrt  to  diicharge  or  vary  auch 
order;  and  thereupon  the  High  Court  may 
order  ihat  the  trial  ihall  be  had  in  that  county 
in  which  it  shall  appear  that  the  trial  can  be 
most  fairly  and  impartially  bad." 


Oentleman opposite  aeks — "Why  do  not 
you  go  to  the  Court  in  the  way  in  which 
it  is  now  approached  and  make  a  direct 
motion  in  open  Court  that  the  venue 
be  changed  i"'  In  that  case,  he  saye, 
it  is  not  likely  that  the  Judge 
would  direct  a  change  of  venue  without 
good  cause.  He  would  require  sub- 
stantial evidence  of  a  convincing  cha- 
racter, which  could  only  be  given  by  a 
long  series  of  facts,  to  show  that  it  was 
impossible  or  improbable  that  a  fair  trial 
could  be  had  without  a  change  of  venue. 
The  circumstances  of  the  case  may  be 
perfectly  clear  to  the  Crown  and  to  per- 
sons outside  the  Court ;  but  it  would  be 
diffioult  to  prove  them  in  the  way  the  law 
requires  in  a  Court  of  Justice.  Such 
evidence,  I  maintain,  would  not  be 
forthcoming  in  a  disturbed  district.  The 
same  causes  which  would  renderachange 
of  venue  desirable  would  operate  in  pre- 
venting the  Crown  from  obtaining  that 
evidence,  and,  as  a  necessary  consequence, 
the  Court  would  refuse  to  make  an  order. 
Aa  a  matter  of  fact,  the  application  could 
only  be  baaed  on  general  hearsay.  It 
would  be  obviously  Impossible  to  give 
facta  to  show  that  the  jurors  of  a  par- 
ticular county  were  not  likely  to  do  jus- 
tice, and  under  those  circumstances  the 
Court  would  be  practically  coerced  into 
refuaiDg  the  application.  It  is  perfectly 
well  known  that  there  are  certain  coun- 
ties in  Ireland  in  which  difficulty  exists, 
and  in  which  jurors  refuse  to  do  their 
duty  when  a  certain  class  of  criminals  is 
broag^ht  before  them.  Sut  how  could 
that  fact  be  proved  in  the  way  in  which 
a  Ooort  of  Justice  would  require  it  to 
be  proved?  Information  has  been  re- 
ceived again  and  again  that  jurors 
have  been  intimidated ;  but  it  is  impos- 
uble  to  get  together  such  evidence  as 
would  enable  a  Court,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, to  grant  a  change  of  venue. 
In  point  of  fact,  the  same  reasons  which 
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^ound  that  passion  or  prejudice  may 
be  excited  aprainst  him  in  a  particular 
locality  the  Crown  has  always  granted 
the  application,  except  where  there  was 
reason  to  believe  that  it  was  made 
merely  for  vexatious  purposes.  I  have 
pointed  out  that  at  present  there  cannot 
be  any  effective  change  of  venue  except 
by  means  of  such  machinery  as  this,  and 
we  must  choose  between  the  machinery 
of  the  Act  of  1 882  and  that  which  is  now 
suggested.  Our  proposal  is  to  alter  the 
machinery  of  the  Act  of  1882  in  a  man- 
ner favourable  to  the  accused.  We  allow 
an  appeal  to  the  defendant.  The  Go- 
vernment have  most  carefully  considered 
the  matter — not  only  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary,  but  the  other 
Members  of  the  Government — smd  for 
these  reasons  I  trust  that  the  Committee 
will  not  accept  the  Amendment  which 
has  been  moved  by  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend. 

Mr.  HENEY  H.  fowler  (Wol- 
verhampton, E.):  I  am  not  going  to 
discuss  the  precedent  of  the  Act  of  1882, 
for  I  altogether  repudiate  any  argument 
based  on  that  Act.  I  repudiated  them 
yesterday,  and  I  will  not  waste  the  time 
of  the  Committee  by  repudiating  them 
again.  At  the  same  time,  I  frankly 
admit  to  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  that  the  present  clause  is  a 
great  improvement  on  the  Act  of  1882. 
The  Act  of  1882  simply  places  it  in  the 
power  of  the  Attorney  General  to  obtain 
a  change  of  venue  without  giving  the 
defendant  the  power  of  appeal,  whereas 
the  present  proposal  confers  that  power. 
I  should  like  to  follow  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  through 
his  argument,  because  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  leads  to  a  contrary  conclusion  to 
that  which  he  has  arrived  at,  and  on  his 
own  bases  the  Amendment  of  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  late  Attorney 
General  is  perfectly  justified.  The 
position  of  the  matter  is  this.  The 
defendant,  as  a  matter  of  right,  is 
entitled  to  be  tried  in  the  county  where 
the  offence  has  been  committed.  The 
analogy  which  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  has  given  as  to  a 
change  of  venue  in  a  civil  cause  does 
not  apply.  Any  right  which  the  de- 
fendant in  a  civil  action  may  have 
must  depend  upon  the  general  law. 
That  has  no  relation  to  the  rights  which 
prisoner  or  prosecutors  may  have  in 
criminal  trials.      I  presume   that    the 

J/r.  HolmH 


right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  will  not  dispute  the  fact  that 
at  present  any  prisoner  charged  with  a 
criminal  offence  is  entitled  to  have  the 
place  of  trial  in  his  own  county. 

Mr.  holmes  :  I  quite  admit  that ; 
but  by  the  Common  Law  in  civil  actions 
the  defendant  had  the  same  right 

Mr.  HENEY   H.   FOWLER :  The 
allegation  is  that,  in  certain  counties  in 
Ireland,  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  a  fair 
trial;   and,  therefore,  the  Government 
ask  to  have  the  venue  changed  in  order 
that  justice  may  be  done.      For   the 
sake  of  argument,  let  me  assume  that 
to    be    the    case,    and    that    there   is 
a  necessity  for    a    change   of   venae. 
Does  that  justify  the  present  clause? 
The  Government  have  been  fond  of  as- 
serting that  the  law  of  Ireland  ought  to 
be  the  same  as  that  in  this  country. 
Now,  some  30  years  ag^,  owing  to  its 
being  found  impossible  to  obtain  a  fair 
trial  in  the  case  of  a  celebrated  murder 
in  the  county  of  Stafford,  Lord  Camp- 
bell introduced  a  Bill  into  Parliament  to 
enable,  under  such  circumstances,  the 
place  of  trial  to  be  changed ;  but  that 
Act  placed  the  power  of  granting  such 
change  of  venue  in  the  hands  of  an  im- 
partial tribunal.    Lord  Campbell  did  not 
vest  in  the  prosecutor,  or  in  the  prisoner, 
a  right  to  determine  where  the  case  was 
to  be  tried ;  but  he  vested  the  authority 
in  the  hands  of  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench.       Now,    the    enacting    a   pro- 
cedure  which  deprives  a   man  of  his 
right  to  be  tried  under  the  Common 
Law  in  the  place  where  the  alleged 
crime  was  committed  is  a  very  serious 
step;    and,   therefore,    in    the    case   I 
refer    to,    the   Legislature  determined 
that  it  should  not  be  vested  in  either 
of  the  parties  to  the  case,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  it  was  a  judicial  deciaion, 
to  be  arrived  at  by  a  properly  quali- 
fied judicial  tribunal.    I  will  not  argue 
the  question  whether  a  fair  trial  can  or 
cannot  be  had  in  Ireland.  I  am  aasumine 
the  premisses  of  the  Government,  and 
that  a  case  has  arisen  in  which  a  change 
of  venue  should  take  place;    but   my 
point  is  that  an  independent  tribunal 
— namely,  the  High  Court  of  Justice — 
should  decide  whether  it  should  take 
place  or  not.   The  right  hon.  and  lecumed 
Attorney  General  says  that  there  might 
be  great  inconvenience  and  great  delay ; 
but  he  cut  the  ground  from  under  his 
feet  when  he  said  that  under  this  very 
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olaass  the  defeDdantwUl  have  a  right  of 
appeal,  because  the  grsntiog  of  an  ap- 
peal would  give  rise  to  much  greater 
delay.  I  do  not  charge  the  Oovercment 
with  any  intention  to  act  unjustly  in  the 
matter.  They  say — "What  we  propose 
is  that  the  Attorney  General  shall  have 
the  right  to  change  the  venue  on  his  own 
certificate,  he  being  one  of  the  parties  in 
the  case."  I  injpute  no  motive  to  the 
Attorney  General;  but  it  is  certainly  his 
duty  to  obtain  a  conviction  if  he  can,  and 
the  Government — and  I  think  nobody 
will  see  it  mors  clearly  than  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  himself— must  have  been  struck 
with  this  injustice  which  has  prevailed 
ia  previous  leglelation.  They  evidently 
recognise  the  unfairness  of  leaving  the 
matter  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  At- 
torney General,  because  they  now  pro- 
pose that  the  defendant,  in  a  prescribed 
time  and  in  a  prescribed  manner,  may 
apply  to  ths  Court  to  confirm  or  set 
aside  the  order  for  the  change  of 
venue.  In  other  wordw,  the  Court  must 
make  a  formal  order  for  a  change  of 
Tenue ;  but  on  an  appeal  against  such 
formal  order  the  question  may  be  fully 
BTgned.  It  will  be  said  that  by  this 
means  tbe  Government  arrive  at  the 
same  terminus  by  a  different  train.  No 
doubt  that  is  so ;  but  they  throw  the 
onus  upon  the  prisoner  of  proving  that 
the  venue  ought  not  to  be  changed, 
whereas  the  onus  should  teat  upon  the 
proaecutor,  seeing  that  the  Oavernmeut 
are  attempting  to  deprive  a  man  of  his 
legal  right  of  having  it  proved  that  the 
venue  ought  to  be  changed.  There  is  an- 
other reason  ;  and  that  is  the  matter  of 
coats.  You  throw  upon  a  poor  defendant 
the  costs  of  an  expensive  legal  appeal ; 
whereas,  in  the  other  case,  the  wealthy 
prosecutor — namely,  the  Crown— would 
hare  to  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Court  that  there  was  a  necessity  for  a 
change  of  venue.  In  fact,  in  many 
coaas  of  this  kind,  it  might  nut 
be  necessary  for  the  defendant  to  ap- 
pear at  all ;  because  I  take  it  that  the 
High  Court  in  Ireland  would  not  con- 
sent to  make  an  order,  even  upon  the 
t*  parte  application  of  the  Attorney 
General,  if  it  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
evidence  brought  forward  in  the  case. 
In  aoch  case  ue  cost  of  the  apphcation 
would  be  thrown  upon  the  Crown  in- 
stead of  being  plaoed  upon  the  man  who 
ia  defending  bis  rights.     I  would  put  it 


to  the  Government  whether,  if  they  are 
anxiouB  to  get  on  with  the  Bill,  it  is  not 
desirable  that  they  should  accept  the 
Amendment,  which  would  certain  ly 
sweep  away  a  largo  portion  of  the 
clause  ?  Nor  is  there  anything  in  it 
except  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  pro- 
cedure, for  we  both  arrive  at  the  same 
end.  The  right  hon.  and  learned  At- 
torney General  admits  that  it  is  not 
enough  to  make  the  order,  hut  he  says 
that  the  order  must  he,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, put  as  a  matter  of  course.  Wa 
say — "Do  not  make  it  a  matter  of  course, 
but  let  the  Attorney  General  go  to  tbe 
Court  with  his  evidence  to  show  that  a 
fair  trial  cannot  otherwise  be  obtained." 
We  might,  then,  be  content  to  allow  tbe 
rest  of  the  clause  to  go ;  and,  therefore, 
not  (inly  in  the  interest  of  justice,  but 
to  save  the  time  of  the  Committee  in 
discussing  the  Bill,  I  trust  the  Govern* 
ment  will  accept  the  Amendment.  I  do 
not  think  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  will  be  inclined  to 
meet  all  the  Amendments  with  a  non 
pvtiumtu.  He  has  not  done  so  hitherto, 
but  he  has  accepted  several  Amend- 
ments which  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
propose.  I  certainly  do  not  look  at  the 
question  from  tbe  standpoint  of  tbe  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman.  He  thinks 
that  there  should  be  a  Bill ;  I  think  that 
there  should  he  none  at  all ;  but  if  there 
is  to  be  a  Bill,  it  is  not  desirable  to  make 
it  unnecessarily  harsh.  Therefore,  I 
ask  the  Government  to  accept  this 
Amendment  as  an  improvement  in  the 
law,  as  he  proposes  to  amend  it,  and  as 
an  analogy  to  the  law  which  prevails  in 
this  country  in  precisely  similar  circum- 


Thb  chief  secretary  foe  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoue)  (Man- 
chester, E.J :  The  Government  would 
only  be  too  glad,  if  they  could,  to  accept 
the  Amendment,  and,  indeed,  any  course 
proposed  to  the  Committee  so  temperately 
as  that  which  has  just  been  proposed  by 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
opposite.  But  there  is  the  greatest 
practical  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the 
Government  in  accepting  it,  and  they 
feel  themselves  precluded  from  doing  so, 
because  they  not  only  see  very  grave 
objections  to  such  a  course,  but  having 
regard  to  the  effective  character  of  the 
clause,  and  on  that  ground  alone,  Ihey 
feel  compelled  to  refuse  the  appeal  which 
has  been  made  to  them.  I  do  not  pro- 
1  Fifttenth  mght.'] 
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pose  to  speak  at  any  length  upon  a  sub- 
ject which  has  been  so  ably  dealt  with 
by  my  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Holmes);  bat  there  are  one  or  two 
points  upon  which  I  think  I  may  say  a 
few  words.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman who  moved  the  Amendment  (Sir 
Charles  Russell)  referred  to  the  hard- 
ship on  the  prisoner  of  removing  him 
and  all  his  witnesses  to  another  part  of 
the  country  on  account  of  the  expense ; 
but  so  far  as  the  witnesses  are  concerned, 
and  that  is  really  the  material  part,  hon. 
Members  must  be  aware  that  we  have 
made  provision  in  the  Bill  of  such  a 
nature  that  the  prisoner  will  not  suffer 
in  that  matter,  seeing  that  the  costs  of 
the  witnesses  will  be  defrayed  by  the 
State.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler) 
seud  that  by  the  clause  as  it  stands  the 
onus  of  disproof  is  thrown  upon  the 
defendant;  that  by  so  doing  he  will 
be  involved  in  costs  which  ought  to  be 
borne  by  the  Grown,  and  that  we  are 
compelling  a  poor  peasant  to  undergo 
great  expenditure  in  order  to  defend 
himself.  But  let  me  point  out  that  if 
that  objection  is  valid  at  all,  it  is  equally 
valid  against  the  clause  as  it  would 
stand  if  the  Amendment  were  carried. 
If  the  clause  were  amended,  as  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  proposes  to 
amend  it,  the  course  of  procedure  would 
be  this.  The  Attorney  General  would 
move  for  a  change  of  venue.  That  pro- 
posal would  be  resisted  by  the  prisoner, 
and  the  cost  of  resisting  it  would  have 
to  be  borne  by  the  defendant  in  exactly 
the  same  manner. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  No ;  not  at  all. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  If  the  appH- 
oation  were  not  resisted  by  the  defendant, 
it  would  be  because  the  change  of  venue 
was  right. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Not  at  aU. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Will  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  allow  me  to  con- 
tinue my  observations  ?  What  I  main- 
tain is  that  the  two  cases  lie  exactly  on 
all  fours,  and  that  in  each  every  element 
of  hardship  is  got  rid  of.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  has  pointed  out  that 
under  Palmer's  Act  the  exact  machinery 
he  wishes  to  introduce  in  this  Bill  is 
actually  in  force,  and  that  the  Court  is  re- 
quired to  pronounce  upon  the  merits  of 
uie  case.  But  is  there  no  distinction  to 
be  drawn  between   what  happens  in 

Mr,  A.  J.  Balfour 


England  and  what  happens  in  Ireland  ? 
In  England,  if  it  is  found  that  a  change 
of  venue  is  necessary,  it  arises  from 
special  circumstances  relating    to    the 
crime,  or  to  the  persons  charged  wi^ 
the  commission  of  the  crime.  Therefore, 
it  is  required  that  such  circumstances 
should  be  proved  in  Court,  and  conse- 
quently the  rules  of  evidence  must  apply, 
and  it  is  competent  for  the  tribunal  to 
give  a  sound  and  accurate  opinion.   But 
that  is  not  the  case  when,  to  use  an 
Irishism,  we  are  dealing  with  an  abstract 
condition  which  is  not  the  moral  condi- 
tion of  the  whole  of  the  country.    That 
is  a  matter  which  a  Court  of  Law  bound 
by  the  strict  rules  of  evidence  is  not  com- 
petent to  decide,  and  experience  has  uni- 
versally shown  that,  whatever  may  be  the 
opinion  of  Judges  and  competent  per- 
sons, you  have  never  been  able  to  obtain 
a  change  of  venue,  or  been  able  to  show 
that  the  condition  of  a  particular  county 
was  such  that  a  fair  and  impartial  trial 
could  not  be  obtained.    It  cannot  be 
seriously  maintained  that  the  failure  of 
the  change  of  the  venue  under  the  exit- 
ing law  is  due  solely  to  the  fact  that 
every   observer  of  events  outside   the 
Court  turned  out  to  be  mistaken.     The 
real  reason,  as  has  been  ably  pointed  out 
by  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  for  the  proposal  we 
make  is  that  the  Court  will  be  precluded 
from  taking  that  kind  of  view  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  which  every  prac- 
tical man  would  take  who  is  not  bound 
by  the  rules  of  evidence,  but  would  be 
guided  by  a  common-sense  view  of  the 
facts  of  the  case.    Therefore,  if  we  look 
at  the  question  from  a  practical  point  of 
view — if  we  know  that  a  fair  and  iix^>ar- 
tial  trial  by  jury  is  impossible  unless 
there  is  a  change  of  venue,  I  apprehend 
that  we  must  take  the  machinery  we 
suggest,  unless  we  are  to  fall  back  upon. 
the  worse  and  more  partial  machinery 
which  was  agreed  to  by  the  House  in 
1882.    The  system  which  we  now  sug- 
gest has  been  tried  in  a  harsher  form 
than  we  now  propose,  and  no  substantial 
injustice  has  ever  been  suffered. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  That  ia  a  mon- 
strous statement. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUB:  Therefore, 
seeing  that  it  will  be  possible  in  every 
case  to  make  an  appeal  and  require  legal 
evidence  to  be  given  that  a  change  of 
venue  is  necessary,  and  that  when  the 
principle  of  change  of  venue  was  tried 
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in  a  harsher  form  than  we  now  suggest 
no  inconvenieuca  resulted,  the  Qovern- 
ment  ate  of  opinion  that  no  object  is  to 
be  gained  by  assenting  to  the  Amend- 
ment, and,  therefore,  they  must  oppose 
it. 

Mb.  BBADLAUGH  (Northampton) 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentlemaii 
the  Attorney  General  lor  Ireland  went 
mnob  further  than  the  clause  of  the  Bill. 
The  dause  in  the  Bill  anticipates  an  ap- 
plication to  the  High  Court ;  it  does  not, 
I  presume,  mean  that  the  application  to 
the  High  Court  should  be  a  farce.  Would 
it  not  be  more  easy  to  enact  that  the  At- 
torney General  by  his  own  fiat  should 
fix  the  venue  wherever  he  pleases  ?    It 
would  then  have  been  easy  to  add  that 
the  defendant  might  then  go  to  the  High 
Court  and  apply  to  have  the  venue  fixed 
elsewhere  for  reasons  stated,  because  it 
18  the  presumption,  under  the  clause, 
that  the  High  Court  would  really  hear 
the  application  and  will  do  something 
upon  it.    But  when  I  listened  to  the 
argument  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  I  found  that  nothing 
of  that  kind  was  intended ;   and  I  also 
found  that  it  was  intended  that  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  for  reasons 
known  only  to  himself,  should  certify 
that  a  triu  in  a  particular  case  should 
ODiy  be  had  in  the  place  he  chooses  to 
name,  and  therefore  there  is  no  necessity 
for  the  interference  of  the  Court.     The 
fact  that  a  change  of  venue  has  been 
ordered  by  the  Court  would  arouse  a 
prejudice  against  theman  who  is  required 
to  apply  to  the  Court  by  way  bf  appeal 
to  vary  or  discharge  the  order  already 
made.      I  can  understand  the  argument 
of  the  Government,  if  they  mean  that 
the  Attorney  General  ought  to  have  the 
rig'httofix  the  venue  wherever  hepleases. 
That  is  an  argument  which,  although  I 
mi^ht  not  have  been  disposed  to  accept 
it,  would  have  been  perfectly  clear  ;  but 
hero  you  go  through  the  farce  of  making 
the  High  Court  a  party  to  what  the  At- 
torney General  does  without  affording 
the  alightest  possibility  of  examination 
by  the  Court.    I  have  had  some  experi- 
Bnco  as  to  the  change  of  venue  in  criminal 
proceedings,  although,  of  course,  I  do  not 
eompare  my  knowledge  with  that  of  the 
Xieg;al  Advisers  of  the  Crown ;  but  where 
XLOtioe  has  to  be  given  by  the  Attorney 
Q-eneral  to  the  defendant  or  prisoner  of 
an  application  that  is  about  to  be  made, 
he     must  furnish  the  defendant  with 


copies  of  the  affidavits  on  which  the 
application  is  to  be  based.  It  then  rests 
with  the  defendant  to  say  whether  on 
such  affidavits  be  is  content  to  leave 
the  matter  to  the  Court,  or  whether 
he  will  answer.  But  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  says — "  We  cannot  give  evi- 
dence in  support  by  affidavits."  Affi- 
davits in  reference  to  a  change  of  venue 
are  generally  made  on  information  of 
belief.  I  have  had  some  experience  of 
such  affidavits,  and  I  undertake  to  say 
that  I  never  heard  any  application  made 
to  any  Court,  except,  perhaps,  in  Ireland 
— for  I  know  very  little  of  that  country, 
and  I  am  afraid  that  peculiar  things 
are  done  there — but  certainly  I  never 
heard  any  application  made  to  any 
Court  in  England  in  which  some  of  the 
paragraphs  did  not  begin  with  the  words 
— "I  have  been  informed  and  verily 
believe."  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  says  that 
we  ought  not  to  go  to  that  length ;  but 
that  we  ought  to  set  aside  all  the  rules 
of  evidence.  If  that  is  so,  why  not  return 
a  verdict  at  once  without  any  prosecation 
at  all  ?  Give  to  the  Courts,  which  are 
usually  governed  by  the  rules  which 
regulate  evidence  in  matters  affecting  a 
change  ofvenue  in  criminal  trials,  a  very 
wide  and  liberal  discretion.  At  present 
the  Courts  hold  themselves  bound  by  the 
strict  rules  of  evidence  both  in  regard  to 
one  side  and  the  other,  and  outside  legal 
technicalities  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
the  discretion  they  enjoy  is  invariably 
exercised  fairly  and  impartially.  Then, 
if  you  are  to  have  the  High  Court  intro- 
duced into  your  clause  at  all,  give  them 
the  opportunity  of  exercising  their  dis- 
cretion in  the  first  instance.  If  the  Qo- 
vemment  did  not  intend  that  the  defen- 
dant should  have  any  appeal  at  all,  if 
they  bad  followed  the  precedent  of  the 
Act  of  1882— a  precedent  which  I  cer- 
tainly should  have  voted  against  if  I  had 
been  permitted  at  that  time,  but,  unfor- 
tunately, my  right  to  vote  was  denied 
me— if  they  had  followed  that  precedent 
their  Bill  would  be  illogical,  because 
they  say  that  the  defendant  has  a  right  to 
be  heard,  and  the  only  thing  they  do  is  to 
put  upon  him  the  extra  cost  of  securing 
a  hearing.  He  is  without  the  affidavits 
which  ought  to  justify  the  making  out 
of  an  order,  but  he  is  put  to  the  cost  of 
preparing  affidavits  to  justify  the  Court 
in  discharging  the  order.    I  did  not 
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quite  understand  the  whole  of  the  argu- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  lor  Ireland.  He  said 
that  the  Oovemment  had  been  compelled 
to  adopt  the  present  fashion  of  enact- 
ment in  consequence  of  certain  techni- 
calities which  he  said  he  would  explain. 
I  listened  for  those  technicalities  most 
attentively,  but  I  failed  to  hear  them. 
What  was  it  I  did  hear  ?  I  heard  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  allege 
that  the  Gt)vemment  found  it  impossible 
to  get  the  evidence  they  wanted.  That 
is  not  a  technicality ;  but  we  are  told 
that  because  the  Government  find  it  im- 
possible to  get  the  evidence  they  want, 
it  is  necessary  that  the  High  Court 
should  make  an  order  for  a  change  of 
venue  on  the  mere  certificate  of  the 
Attorney  General.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  asks  what  earthly  object 
the  Attorney  General  would  have  in  cer- 
tifying incorrectly.  Of  course,  he  per- 
sonally could  have  no  object  whatever, 
and  it  is  ridiculous  to  suppose  that  the 
mere  costs  would  be  any  inducement,  even 
to  a  pettifogging  practitioner,  to  make 
an  application  which  was  not  justified  by 
a  sense  of  justice. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Oh,  dear  no. 

Mr.  BEADLAUGH:  1  am  sorry  to 
hear  it,  but,  at  any  rate,  I  acquit  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  of 
any  such  desire  on  his  own  part.  If  the 
certificate  of  the  Attorney  General  is 
to  determine  the  change  of  venue,  do 
not  let  the  High  Court  come  in  at  all. 
Let  the  clause  run  that  the  Attorney 
General  by  his  fiat  may  name  some 
county  where  he  considers  a  fair  and 
impartial  trial  may  take  place.  I  say 
nothing  about  the  cost;  that  is  com- 
paratively a  trifling  matter;  but  of  course 
if  the  defendant  is  required  to  appeal 
it  would  be  necessary  to  employ  counsel 
to  argue  legal  technicalities,  and  that 
expense  would  be  saved  if  the  Legislature 
were  to  provide  that  the  fiat  of  the 
Attorney  General  should  in  Ireland  be 
equivalent  to  an  order  granted  in 
England  upon  a  writ  of  certiorari.  As 
the  clause  now  stands  the  Government 
virtually  say  that  the  Court  is  not  to  be 
trusted  with  the  power  of  fixing  the 
place  where  the  triab  take  place,  but 
that  the  judgment  of  the  Attorney 
General  is  much  better.  That  means 
that  while  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  is  Attorney  General  his 
judgment  is  to  overrule  everything  else  ; 

Mr,  Bradlavgh 


but  it  is  to  be  a  very  different  thing 
when  the  Attorney  General  ceases  to  be 
the  Legal  Adviser  of  the  Gt)vemment  and 
happenstobecomea  Judge.  The  Attorney 
General,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  is  to  be  the 
only  Judge  in  the  mysterious  manner 
known  to  himself,  but  utterly  incom- 
prehensive  to  other  people  outside.  The 
Government  ought  to  submit  to  one  of 
two  things.  They  ought  either  to  say, 
*'  It  must  rest  with  the  Attorney  General 
where  the  case  is  to  be  tried,"  in  which 
case  he  would  issue  his  fi>at  directing  the 
trial  to  be  had  in  a  particular  county,  or 
the  application  should  be  made  in  open 
Court,  and  fully  argued  before  the 
Judge  who  is  to  hear  it.  In  my  opinion, 
all  formal  side  Bar  rules  ought  to  be 
swept  away.  I  do  not  know  whether 
they  exist  in  Ireland.  [Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy:  Yes ;  they  do.]  Then  I  am  very 
sorry  to  hear  it,  and  all  I  have  to  say 
is  that  it  is  one  of  the  many  things  that 
exist  in  Ireland  which  ought  to  be 
got  rid  of.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  says  that  there  is 
only  a  sentimental  hardship  upon  a 
prisoner  in  the  course  proposed  to  be 
adopted  under  this  clause.  [Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour  :  No  ;  I  do  not  say  that.]  I 
am  sure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
do  me  the  justice  of  saying  that  I  have 
no  wish  to  misrepresent  him.  I  under- 
stood him  to  say  that  he  would  deal  with 
the  question  of  occasional  hardship  to  a 
prisoner,  and  I  further  understood  him 
to  contend  that  there  was  really  no 
hardship  whatever,  except  one  of  senti- 
ment. Of  course  I  may  be  wrong ;  but 
I  am  sure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
not  think  that  I  desire  to  fasten  upon 
him  the  use  of  a  form  of  words  which  he 
repudiates.  As  to  the  question  itself,  ia 
my  view  there  is  very  serious  hardship 
inflicted  upon  the  prisoner.  It  would  be 
a  very  wicked  wish  to  wish  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  might  be  a  pri- 
soner, so  that  he  would  be  able  to  appre- 
ciate the  position ;  but  I  am  quite  certain 
that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  found 
himself  in  that  position,  he  would  know 
that  there  was  a  great  deal  more  to  con- 
sider than  a  mere  question  of  cost  in 
regard  to  being  tried  200,  300,  or  400 
miles  away  from  the  place  in  which  he 
had  been  arrested.  The  question  is  not 
always  one  of  the  simple  cost  of  taking 
the  witnesses  where  they  are  to  be 
examined  on  the  trial ;  but  there  is  very 
frequently  the  much  higher  cost  of  the 
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pain  and  trouble  of  finding  evidence  at 
all,  and  of  procuring  witnesses  who  are 
able  to  say  what  the  facts  of  the  case 
are.  If  you  change  the  venue  in  the 
way  this  clause  proposes,  you  surround 
the  prisoner  with  people  with  whom  he 
has  never  been  brought  in  contact  be- 
fore, and  he  has  no  facilities  whatever 
for  producing  evidence  that  would  tell 
in  his  favour.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
you  try  a  man  in  the  county  where  the 
alleged  offence  has  been  committed  he  is 
able  to  take  care  of  himself,  as  I  myself 
know  from  experience.  I  have  been 
subjected  to  prosecution;  but,  fortu- 
nately, I  have  always  been  able  to  take 
care  of  myself.  But  an  ignorant  peasant, 
a  vicious  man,  if  you  will,  with  no  know- 
ledge of  legal  technicalities  or  the  Law 
of  Evidence,  will,  undoubtedly,  under  the 
provisions  of  this  clause,  be  placed  in 
a  position  of  very  considerable  diffi- 
culty. 

Mr.    FOREEST    FULTON    (West 
Ham,  N.) :  I  must  say  that  when  I  first 
saw  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  South  Hackney  (Sir 
Charles  Bussell)  my  inclination  was  to 
support  it ;  but  on  further  consideration, 
and  especially  after  hearing  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General   for  Ireland,   I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
is  one  important  fact  which  has  been 
lost  sight  of  which  has  decided  me  to 
▼ote  against  it.    If  we  were  discussing 
an  abstract  question  as    to  what  the 
course  is  which  we  ought  to  pursue,  I 
should  say  that  we  ought  to  follow  the 
practice  laid  down  in  Palmer's  Act,  and 
that  there  should  be  a  direct  applica- 
tion to  the  High  Oourt  of  Justice,  either 
by  the  Crown  or  the  prisoner.    But  I 
cannot  forget  that  this  clause  is  intro- 
duced under  special  circumstances,  and 
that  it  if\  to  have  no  effect  whatever  ex- 
cept in  a  district  which  has  been  already 
proclaimed,  and  proclaimed,  let  it  be 
bomei  n  mind,  by  the  Executive  autho- 
rity directly  responsible  for  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland.     [^Lauffhier  from   the 
Irish  Members,']      1  am  perfectly  well 
aware  that  hon.  Members  from  Ireland 
reg^ard  an  assertion  of    that  kind  as 
perfectly  ridiculous;  but,  nevertheless, 
the  fact  remains  that  we  are  now  con- 
sidering a  Bill  which  presumes,  at  any 
rate,  that  there  are  districts  in  Ireland 
0O  diatorbed  in  their  oharaoter  that  it  is 
»eco— nryto  proolaiia  them;  and  when 


once  you  arrive  at  the  fact  that  these 
powers  are  not  to  apply  at  all  except  to 
a  district  already  proclaimed  I  think  you 
will  get  rid  of  a  good  deal  of  difficulty. 
Under  such  circumstances,  allow  me  to 
call  attention  to  the  words  of  the  Amend- 
ment, which  propose  to  give  the  defen- 
dant the  power  to  move  to  have  the  trial 
fixed  outside  the  proclaimed  district. 
The  idea  of  supposing  for  a  moment 
that  any  person  charged  with  an  offence, 
and  that  offence  of  an  agrarian  cha- 
racter, would  ever  desire  to  move  the 
trial  out  of  a  proclaimed  district  is 
simply  absurd.  No  doubt,  it  does  ap- 
pear hard,  at  first  sight,  that  the  onus 
of  proof  should  be  upon  the  defendant, 
and  that  the  defendant  should  b*e  called 
upon  to  apply  to  the  High  Court  to  get 
the  original  order  rescinded.  But  it 
must  be  recollected  that  in  principle  this 
is  exactly  the  course  which  is  pursued 
under  Palmer's  Act,  and  that  whatever 
expense  is  entailed  in  consequence  is 
thrown  upon  the  defendant.  An  order 
for  a  change  of  venue  having  been 
made,  it  is  for  the  defendant  to  show 
that  that  change  of  venue  will  be  un- 
fair to  him;  and  in  that  case  he  is 
required  to  appear  personally  or  by 
counsel  to  argue  the  question,  and  in 
such  a  case  exactly  the  same  costs  are 
thrown  upon  the  defendant  as  he  would 
be  compelled  to  incur  if  the  Amendment 
proposed  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  South  Hackney  were  adopted. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  proposal  now 
made  by  the  Government  is  a  very  con- 
siderable improvement  upon  the  practice 
laid  down  in  the  Act  of  1882  ;  and,  per- 
sonally, I  am  of  opinion  that  if  the 
High  Court  decides  that  a  particular  case 
ought  not  to  be  tried  in  a  proclaimed  dis- 
trict the  Court  would  never  think  of  re- 
moving the  trial  from  the  most  Southern 
extremity  to  the  most  Northern.  It  cer- 
tainly appears  to  me  that  no  hardship 
will  be  involved  in  the  case  of  the  de- 
fendant having  to  instruct  counsel  to 
resist  the  application  of  the  Attorney 
General ;  and,  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  before  an  application  of  this  kind 
can  be  listened  to  at  all  the  district 
must  have  been  proclaimed,  I  think 
there  is  no  reason  to  fear  that  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court  would  not  be  in 
favour  of  directing  that  the  trial  shall  take 

Elace  in  a  locality  where  the  trials  shall 
e  fair  and  impartial.  Sot  these  reasons 
I  cannot  support  the  Amendment. 

[Fifteenth  Ni^ht.'} 
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Mr.  OSBOENEMOEOAN  (Denbigh- 
ehire,  E.) :  The  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber who  has  just  sat  down  has  given  one 
of  the  most  extraordinary  reasons  I  ever 
heard  for  supporting  the  provision  con- 
tained in  this  clause.  He  says  that  he 
had  intended  to  support  the  Amendment, 
but  that  he  declines  now  to  do  so  because 
the  provision  is  only  to  apply  in  a  pro- 
claimed district  Now,  who  is  to  decide 
what  is  to  be  a  proclaimed  district  ?  It 
is  to  be  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  or,  in 
other  words,  Dublin  Oastle.  As  lor  my- 
self, I  entirely  repudiate  the  precedent 
of  1882.  We  are  none  of  us  infallible — 
not  even  the  youngest  of  us — and  we  all 
know  that  a  good  many  things  have  hap- 
pened since  1882.  Surely  if  the  argument 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  who 
spoke  last,  or  the  argument  of  the  Ohief 
Secretary,  applies  at  all,  it  will  apply  just 
as  strongly  against  the  clause  as  it  at  pre- 
sent stands.  We  lawyers  know  what  the 
legal  costs  are  of  resisting  a  legal  appli- 
cation of  this  kind,  and  we  know  also 
what  the  costs  are  of  making  a  counter 
application.  There  is,  however,  another 
consideration  which  ought  not  to  be  lost 
sight  of;  and  that  is  that  costs  may,  under 
this  particular  clause,  be  entailed  in  re- 
gard to  an  application  which  ought  to 
have  been  ^together  unnecessary : 
whereas  if  the  Amendment  of  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  (Sir  Charles  Bussell) 
is  adopted,  it  will  not  be  necessary  for 
the  defendant  to  appear  at  all,  and  there- 
fore he  need  not  incur  any  costs  whatever. 
I  should  like  to  know  whether  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Qentleman  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  really  knows 
what  an  order  under  this  clause  would  cost 
the  defendant  ?  Does  he  know  what  the 
cost  is  of  a  simple  appearance  in  the  case 
of  an  order  which  is  regarded  as  a  matter 
of  course  ?  The  only  argument  urg^ 
by  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General,  and  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary, 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  strongest  possible 
argument  in  favour  of  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend's  Amendment.  They 
both  contend  that  it  is  improper  to  ob- 
tain legal  evidence  in  favour  of  a  change 
of  venue  in  cases  contemplated  by  ihe 
clause;  but  that  the  application  must 
be  based  upon  moral  evidence.  Now, 
what  I  contend  is,  that  if  it  is  impossible 
to  obtain  legal  evidence  in  support  of  the 
application,  that  is  the  strongest  argu- 


ment that  can  be  urged  in  favour  of  the 
Amendment.  If  the  Amendment  is  not 
accepted,  I  am  really  disposed  to  think 
that  the  best  plan  would  be  to  take 
the  course  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  (Mr.  Bradlaugh),  and  in 
trials  which  come  under  this  clause  to 
take  the  verdict  first  and  hear  the  evi- 
dence afterwards. 

Mr.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  I  am 
glad  to  find  that  there  is  at  least  one 
hon.  Member  who  sits  on  the  Tory 
Benches  opposite  who,  on  the  first  view 
of  this  clause,  would  have  been  disposed 
to  vote  against  those  who  may  be  called 
the  professional  advisers  of  this  Bill.  I 
regret  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber (Mr.  Forrest  Fulton)  has  seen  fit 
to  change  the  opinion  he  originally 
entertained,  and  I  lament  that  he 
should  now  restrict  his  purview  of  this 
clause  to  cases  in  which  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant and  the  Privy  Council  of  Ireland 
shall  have  proclaimed  a  district.  It  is 
quite  evident  to  my  mind  that  the  pro- 
clamation of  a  district  can  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  circumstances 
of  the  case.  So  far  as  depriving  a  pri- 
soner of  his  right  to  a  fair  trial  is  con- 
cerned, especicSly  where  an  allegation  is 
made  that  an  unfair  trial  is  likely  to 
take  place,  if  hon.  Members  will  look  at 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill  they  will  see 
that  it  is  altogether  within  the  discretion 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  declare  whe- 
ther a  district  is  to  be  proclaimed  or 
not ;  and,  so  far  as  the  costs  are  con- 
cerned, if  a  defendant  makes  an  appeal 
he  is  only  to  be  allowed  costs  aft^  all 
the  expenses  have  been  incurred.  What 
is  to  be  the  position  of  a  man  who  has 
been  brought  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Act  for  resisting  the  payment  of  a  rent 
of  £4  or  £5  a-year  ?  How  can  a  man  in 
such  a  position  incur  the  cost  of  bring- 
ing up  the  witnesses  who  would  be 
necessary  to  support  his  case.  There- 
fore this  provision  would  be  an  absolute 
nullity.  How  is  it  possible  that  he 
should  incur  the  cost  of  taking  wit- 
nesses from  Donegal  to  Cork?  The 
clause  says  that — 

<'  It  is  expedient  to  amend  the  law  leUting 
to  the  place  of  trial  of  offences  committed  in 
Ireland,  for  secaring  more  fair  and  impartial 
trials,  and  for  relieving  jurors  £rom  djt^ng&r  to 
their  lives,  property,  and  business," 

and  the  Attorney  General  emphaaiied 
the  fact  that  this  provision  is  only  to 
be  carried  out  because  euoh  dangers 
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now  exist.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  went  on  to  say  that,  so  far 
as  he  is  personally  concerned,  he  has 
always  acted  in  an  independent  ca- 
pacity. So  far  as  his  independence  is 
concerned,  I  know  nothing  whatever  of 
it ;  that  is  a  matter  for  his  own  inner 
conscience ;  and  it  is  not  one  of  which 
the  House  of  Commons  can  judge  in  any 
shape.  He  told  us  that  personally  he 
wais  prepared  to  exercise  these  powers 
with  the  greatest  impartiality ;  but,  un- 
fortunately, we  know  how  such  powers 
have  been  exercised  in  other  instances. 
There  have  been  three  examples  very 
recently.  What  occurred  in  the  trial  at 
Sligo  ?  The  people  declared  that  the  jury 
panel  was  packed,  and  when  a  public 
meeting  was  held  to  protest  against  the 
steps  which  had  been  carried  out  in  re- 
ference to  the  trial,  the  Mayor  of  Sligo, 
standing  on  the  steps  of  the  Town  Hall, 
was  attacked. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  Member  is  entering  into  mat- 
ters which  have  no  real  relation  to  the 
Amendment. 

Mb.  chance  :  I  am  sorry  if  I  have 
transgressed ;  but  I  was  really  anxious 
to  show  what,  under  this  provision,  the 
Attorney  General  might  be  able  to  do. 
Let  me  call  attention  to  a  case  of  a  pro- 
secution that  occurred  in  Cork  under  the 
Dynamite  Act,  when  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral availed  himself  of  his  right  to  chal- 
lenge 20  of  the  jury,  whereas  the  pri- 
soners could  only  challenge  six.  What 
was  the  course  pursued  by  the  Crown  in 
that  particular  case  ?  The  Government 
left  out  the  word  ** felony"  in  the  in- 
dictment in  order  that  they  might  reduce 
the  number  of  challenges  allowed  to  the 
prisoners  to  six ;  and  in  so  doing  they 
committed,  wilfully  and  maliciou^y,  an 
act  which  the  lowest  and  meanest  mind 
would  not  commit.  I  challenge  the  At- 
torney General  to  rise  in  his  place  and 
state  whether  that  was  not  the  fact. 

Mb.  HOLMES:  I  cannot  say  what  was 
done  in  that  particular  case,  because  I 
bad  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  em- 
pannelling  of  the  jury;  but  I  am  informed 
by  the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland 
that  there  was  a  technical  mistake  in 
omitting  from  the  indictment  the  word 
<'  feloniously."  Moreover,  that  techni- 
cal flaw  resulted  in  the  fact  that  the  in- 
dictment was  quashed. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Yes ;  upon  an 
application  by  the  prisoner. 


Mr.  chance  :  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  has  only  involved 
himself  in  further  difficulty.  The  charge 
was  a  most  serious  one,  and,  in  the 
end,  it  was  shown  that  the  Crown 
had  indicted  a  man  for  an  offence 
which  was  a  statutory  felony;  but  the 
omission  of  the  word  ''felony"  was  so 
fatal  an  error  that  the  indictment  was 
quashed.  I  leave  English  Gentlemen 
sitting  on  that  side  of  the  House  to  judge 
whether  by  these  tactics  the  position  of 
the  Crown,  as  Public  Prosecutor,  was  not 
disgracefully  abused.  I  am  further  re- 
minded that  in  the  case  to  which  I  am 
calling  attention  the  prisoner  was  en- 
titled to  a  copy  of  the  affidavits,  but 
it  was  not  untU  he  stood  in  the  dock 
that  he  even  heard  the  indictment 
against  him  read.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  seems  to  have  a 
somewhat  short  memory ;  but  there  was 
another  case  in  which  his  Colleague  who 
is  now  sitting  beside  him  (Mr.  Gibson) 
acted  for  him — namely,  the  trial  of  my 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Dillon),  for  haying 
put  forward  the  Plan  of  Campaign.  In 
that  case  the  venue  was  changed  to 
Dublin,  in  the  belief  that  the  Crown 
would  be  readily  able  to  secure  12  sub- 
servient jurymen,  and  in  his  burning 
solicitude  for  a  fair  trial  the  Crown 
Prosecutor  directed  no  less  than  28 
jurors — respectable  citizens  of  Dublin— 
to  staud  aside,  while  he  allowed  to  the 
defendant  the  right  of  challenging  six 
only.  We  all  know  how  these  powers 
are  exercised,  and  the  gross  abuse  of 
them  is  one  of  the  reasons  which  induce 
me  to  support  the  Amendment.  We  are 
now  told  that  it  will  be  sufficient  to 
justify  the  Court  in  assenting  to  a  change 
of  venue  that  there  should  be  a  statement 
made  upon  evidence,  which  may  simply 
amount  to  general  hearsay.  The  At- 
torney General  seems  to  forget — ^his 
memory,  I  am  afraid,  is  very  short — 
that  not  long  ago  one  of  his  own 
nominees,  in  a  case  in  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  was 
concerned,  made  statements  which 
were  subsequently  shown  to  be  alto- 
gether destitute  of  foundation.  So 
also,  in  applications  under  this  clause 
for  a  change  of  venue,  the  statement 
that  the  Crown  may  have  a  difficulty  in 
securing  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  may 
be  the  most  misleading  assertion  that 
can  be  imagined.  Nor  must  it  be  for- 
gotten that  the  Crown  has  enormous 
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funds  at  its  disposal.  Indeed,  it  is  no- 
torious that  in  connection  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  the  Orown  spends 
upwards  of  £300,000  a-year  more  in 
Ireland  than  is  spent  in  England  ac- 
cording to  the  same  extent  of  popula- 
tion. Not  only  is  that  the  case,  but  the 
Irish  Executive  utilizes  the  Secret  Ser- 
vice Fund  for  the  commission  of  crime 
and  outrage  in  Ireland,  instead  of  check- 
ing it.  Who  are  the  persons  who  will  be 
prosecuted  under  this  measure  ?  Priso- 
ners whose  only  crime  will  be  that  they 
have  defended  their  miserable  cabins; 
that  they  have  protected  their  aged  and 
infirm  parents  from  the  brutality  of  the 
police,  and  defended  their  wives  and 
daughters  from  outrage — prisoners  who 
have  no  resources  whatever,  but  against 
whom  the  whole  power  and  majesty  of 
the  law  will  be  arrayed.  Beference  has 
been  made  to  civil  actions,  but  in  such 
oases  you  do  not  find  the  intervention  of 
the  Orown,  the  action  being  one  that  is 
simply  between  the  parties.  Further 
than  that,  when  the  venue  is  changed, 
the  defendant  has  the  same  number  of 
challenges  as  the  prosecutor,  and  is  not 
placed  at  the  disadvantage  of  knowing 
that  the  Orown  can  select  12  men  to  try 
the  case  from  whom  a  conviction  is 
almost  a  matter  of  certainty.  I  am 
sorry  that  there  are  Members  of  this 
Oommittee  who  are  prepared  to  justify 
the  action  of  the  Irish  Executive.  I 
trust  that  there  are  Members  of  the  Tory 
Party  who  will  examine  the  matter  for 
themselves,  and  will  hesitate  before  they 
consent  to  give  a  blind  and  silent  vote. 
Let  me  say  one  word  as  to  the  difficulty 
of  placing  evidence  before  the  Oourt. 
Under  a  Tory  Oode,  settled  by  a  Tory 
Oommission,  appointed  by  a  Tory  Go- 
vernment in  1879,  provision  was  made 
which  placed  the  defendant  and  the 
prosecutor  on  a  footing  of  equality 
whenever  an  application  for  a  change  of 
venue  might  be  made.  It  cannot  be 
pretended  that  in  1879  Ireland  was  less 
disturbed  than  it  is  now,  and  if  the  diffi- 
culties which  existed  in  1879  were  not 
insupportable  I  do  not  see  why  they 
should  be  insupportable  now. 

Mb.  ANDERSON  (El^  and  Nairn) : 
I  am  glad  to  find  that  it  is  conceded  by 
hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  that  this  is  an  important  issue. 
It  was  quite  an  agreeable  change  to  hear 
an  hon.  and  learned  Member  on  the 

Mr.  Chance 


other  side  of  the  House  express  his 
views  upon  the  matter  instead  of  those 
Law  Officers  of  Ireland  of  whom  we  had 
become  absolutely  tired,  and  there  has 
been  not  only  a  uniformity  of  argument, 
but  an  absolute  unformity  in  regard  to 
the  persons  who  have  reason  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  to  express  it  So  far 
as  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  is 
concerned,  his  achievements  to-day  sur- 
pass anything  he  has  hitherto  attempted, 
and  he  has  quite  outshone  himself.  ELis 
statement  was  that  under  Palmer's  Act, 
whenever  an  application  has  been  made 
for  a  change  of  venue,  the  Oourt  has 
always  refused  the  application,  the  real 
fact  being  that  it  has  always  been  im- 
possible to  give  a  satisfactory  reason  for 
a  change  of  venue  whenever  an  applica- 
tion of  the  Orown  has  been  seriously 
challenged.  The  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  is  to  be  a  P&rty  with  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  in  proclaiming  a  district,  and 
the  moment  a  district  is  proclaimed  you 
say  that  he  is  to  have  a  right  to  say  that 
there  shall  be  a  change  of  venue.  I  am 
glad  to  find  that  the  proposal  is  one 
which  in  the  abstract  is  resisted  even  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  West 
Ham  (Mr.  Fulton),  and  I  am  sure  that 
the  arguments  upon  which  it  is  based 
by  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  and 
the  Ohief  Secretary  for  Ireland  are  alto- 
gether unsound. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.)  : 
My  hon.  Friend  says  that  he  is  tired  of 
hearing  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Orown. 
I  cannot  say  that  I  share  in  that  feeling, 
for  there  is  one  Irish  Law  Officer  whom 
we  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of 
hearing  at  all — ^the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland.  I  think  it  is  an  insult  to  the 
Irish  Members  that  that  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  should  have  been  required 
to  remain  silent  on  the  Tory  Benches, 
while  the  Ohief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
who  knows  absolutely  nothing  about  the 
Bill,  should  be  put  up  time  alter  time  to 
give  legal  information  to  the  House. 
So  far  as  the  question  of  costs  is  oon* 
cemed,  I  am  afmd  that  whoever  drafted 
the  Bill  has  kept  in  a  provision  by  wlueli 
what  may  be  called  a  species  of  fiat  is  to 
be  provided  for  outside  members  of  the 
Irish  Bar,  who  are  to  act  as  devils  to  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  and  re- 
ceive odd  briefs.  Beference  has  beeo 
made  to  the  fact  that  a  provision  of  this 
kind  was  oontained  in  tae  Act  of  1882 ; 


1473 


Criminal  Law 


{June  9,  1887}    Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill.    H74 


but  it  has  not  been  stated  that  that  pro- 
vision was  passed  at  a  moment  when  the 
Irish  Members  had  been  kicked  out  of 
the  House.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was 
agreed  to  when  the  Irish  Members  had 
been  suspended,  and  with  all  its  imper- 
fections undiscussed  and  undebated,  and 
without  one  single  Irish  Member  having 
had  an  opportunity  of  saying   a  word 
upon  it.    If  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury carries  his  own  Motion  for  the 
closure^  the  same  farce  will  be  enacted 
again,  and  any  provision  the  Govern- 
ment like  to  insist  upon  will  be  carried 
without  debate  and  without  discussion. 
If  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  South 
Paddiugton  (Lord  Eandolph  Churchill) 
were  here,  I  would  ask  him  whether,  in 
his  present  zeal  for  economy,  he  thinks 
it  right  that  Irish  barristers  should  be 
enabled  to  pocket  substantial  fees  simply 
for  going  into  Court  and  making  motions 
which  must  be  carried  as  a  matter  of 
course?    In  this  Jubilee  Year  of  Her 
Majesty,    are   you    going    to    be    so 
princely  in  regard  to  fees  and  pickings 
lor  Irish  counsel  that,  as  a  matter  of 
course,    you   will  give   them  a  fee  of 
two  guineas  where  one  would  suffice? 
Xo  doubt  the  Attorney  General  lor  Ire- 
land occupies  a  position  which  requires 
a  lot  of  keeping  up,  but  it  must^be  borne 
in    mind  that  this  is  an    expenditure 
which  does  not  go  into  his  pocket,  but 
into  the  pocket  of  outside  and  inferior 
men,  who  deserve  no  consideration  what- 
ever.    Unless  the  House  wishes  to  add 
something  to  the  already  bloated  pockets 
of  the  Insh  Law  Officers,  I  do  not  see 
why  it  should  not  be  sufficient  to  declare 
that  the^^  of  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  diould  be  sufficient,  and  that  the 
order  for  a  change  of  venue  should  be 
made  as  a  matter  of  course.  It  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  in  many  cases  these 
crumbs  which  may  fall  from  the  table 
of  I>We8  will  only  find  their  way  into  the 
poolcets  of  the  Lazaruses  who  act  as  the 
jaokals  of  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land, a  class  of  animals  for  whom  no- 
body has  an  overwhelming  amount  of 
respect.    I,  therefore,  trust  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  see  their  way  to  omit  this 
part  of  the  Bill,  and  that  they  will  pro- 
Tide  that  the  simple  fiat  of  the  Attorney 
GFeneral  for  Ireland  shall  be  sufficient  to 
ioBtLfy  a  change  of  venue. 

ai».  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr) :  As 
far  as  X  can  undertand  the  object  of  the 
clause,  it  is  to  procure  a  fair  and  impar- 
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tial  trial ;  but  so  far  as  the  impartiality 
is  concerned,  everything  is  to  be  lef fc  to 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  and 
all  the  facts  of  the  case,  instead  of  being 
left  to  both  sides,  are  to  be  left  to  one 
side  only.    It  seems  to  be  a  sufficient 
answer  to  any  proposition  made  by  the 
Government  to  say  that  it  is  to  be  carried 
out  by  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 
and  n6  one  is  to  question  the  angelic 
character  of  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland,  at  any  rate  until  he  happens  to 
leave  the  Government,  when,  of  course,  he 
will  be  replaced  by  some  other  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  who  will  be  en- 
titled to  the  same  angelic  description.  For 
the  purpose  of  explaining  my  view  of  the 
matter,  let  me  assume  a  case.    The  Go- 
vernment think  it  proper  to  prosecute 
me  for  some  offence  and  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  undertakes  the  pro- 
secution in  the  ordinary  way.     Now  I 
presume  that  when  the  Attorney  Gene* 
ral  of  Ireland  goes  into  Court,  he  forgets 
altogether  that  he  is  a  Member  of  the 
Government,  and  he  has  no  regard  for 
that  fact  either  in  the  course  of  the  trial 
itself,  or  in  preparing  for  it.    In  that 
case,  he  will  simply  occupy  the  position 
of  counsel  and  will  do  his  best  for  his 
clients,  and  the  first  thing  he  desires  to 
do  is  to  secure  an  impartial  trial.    It 
may  be  the  view  of  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  that  an  impartial  trial 
can  only  be  had  in  the  County  of  Down, 
but  that  may  not  be  the  view  of  the  late 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  who  may 
have  been    retained.    Then    I  cannot 
understand  why  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland,  whose  relations  with  the  Go- 
vernment are  practically  at  an  end  the 
moment  he  goes  into  Court,  should  have 
rights  and  privileges  which  are  not  to  be 
enjoyed  by  the  counsel  for  the  defence. 
It  seems  to  me  that  if  any  advantage  is 
to  be  given  at  all  it  ought,  in  fairness 
and  on  principle,  to  be  given  to  the  man 
who  has  to  defend  himself  against  an 
accusation.    What  I  ask  for  in  this  case 
is,  that  the  two  counsel  engaged  in  it 
shall  have  identically  the  same  rights 
and  the  same  privileges ;  whereas  under 
the  clause  as  it  stands,  ^e  Government 
and  their  supporters  desire  to  give  in  a 
trial  before  a  Superior  Court  an  advan- 
tage to  one  counsel  only,  because  he 
happens    to     be    a   Member    of  the 
existing  Gt)vemment,  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  the  prisoner,   and  a  privilege 
which    woiUd  not  be    given   to    any 
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counsel  if  he  did  not  happen  to  repre- 
sent the  Attorney  Generid  for  Ireland. 
That  seems  to  me  to  be  grossly  unfair  so 
far  as  the  administration  of  justice  is 
concerned.  And  now  let  me  deal  with 
the  second  part  of  the  clause.  It  is 
quite  clear  that  in  the  majority  of  pro- 
secutions under  this  measure  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  cannot  attend 
to  them  himself,  and,  therefore,  he 
cannot  be  personally  conversant  with 
the  conditions  under  which  a  particular 
trial  may  take  place  in  any  particular 
district,  so  as  to  be  able  to  say  of  his 
own  knowledge  that  a  fair  and  impartial 
trial  cannot  be  had.  He  has,  therefore, 
to  depend  upon  the  knowledge  of  some- 
body else.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  admit 
that  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
himself  is  an  angelic  character  in  the 
highest    degree.    I    do    not    say  that 

i'ocosely,  but  I  allow  that  he  is  a  fair, 
Lonourable,  and  upright  man.  It  is 
clear,  however,  that  he  can  know 
nothing  personally  of  the  conditions 
under  which  a  trial  can  be  instituted. 
Then,  on  whom  does  he  rely?  He  is 
bound  to  rely  upon  the  Crown  Prose- 
cutor ;  and  the  Crown  Prosecutors,  like 
other  bodies  of  men,  may  be  good,  bad, 
or  indifferent.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  for 
some  years  a  Crown  Prosecutor  who 
had  more  to  do  with  political  trials  than 
anybody  else  was  Mr.  Georee  Bolton. 
I  simply  mention  the  name  of  that  gen- 
tleman, because  it  is  so  well  known  to 
the  House,  and  the  course  taken  by  him 
in  reference'  to  the  administration  of 
justice  in  Ireland  is  well  known.  Well, 
if  this  Bill  is  passed,  as  I  have  no  doubt 
it  will  be,  Mr.  George  Bolton  is  a  man 
who  will  give  the  information  to  the 
Attorney  Generid  for  Ireland  upon 
which  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman is  to  issue  his  certificate,  and 
make  his  declaraction  that  a  fair  and 
impartial  trial  cannot  be  had.  There 
are  other  George  Boltons  in  Ireland, 
for  the  Crown  Prosecutor,  as  a  rule,  is 
attached  to  Dublin  Castle,  and  he  is 
bound  to  have  a  bias  in  favour  of  one 
particular  side,  and  a  very  strong  bias 
too.  Now,  I  say  distinctly  that  if  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  is  to 
obtain  his  information  from  gentlemen 
like  Mr.  Bolton,  whose  bias  is  notorious, 
and  who  is  still,  I  believe,  one  of  the 
Crown  Prosecutors  in  Ireland,  although 
he  has  been  condemned  by  every  Go- 
vernment who  has  been  in  Office  for  the 
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last  five  years,  although  he  is  a  gentle- 
man who  has  peen  proved  up  to  the  hilt 
to  have  indulged  in  improper  practices, 
although  it  is  notorious  that  he  has  been 
a  dishonest  Crown  Prosecutor — and  be- 
cause he  was  a  dishonest  Crown  Prose- 
cutor the  Government  removed  him  from 
a  portion  of  his  duties — nevertheless,  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  will  not 
deny  that,  under  this  Bill,  he  may  have 
to  rely  upon   statements    made  by  a 
gentleman  of  that  character,  in  order 
to  justify  him  in  issuing  a  certificate 
that  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  cannot  be 
had  in  a  particular  locality.    As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  is  bound  to  fall  back  upon  the 
Crown  Prosecutor ;  and  here  we  have  a 
case  in  which  a  Crown  Prosecutor  has 
been  proved,  both  by  the  late  and  the 
present  Government,  to  be    dishonest. 
X  et  it  is  upon  the  information  supplied 
by  a  Gentleman  of  that  character  that 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  is  to 
have  the  privilege  of  removing  a  trial 
to  whatever  part  of  Ireland  he  may  think 
proper.    Viewing  it  as  a  matter  of  jus- 
tice and  principle,  how  can  any  hon. 
Member  in  this  House  defend  the  claim 
which  is  made  by  the  Government,  that 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  acting 
under  the  conditions  I  have  described, 
is  entitled  to  have  this  privilege,  while 
a  similar  privilege  is  to  be  deni^  to  the 
late  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,   no 
matter  how  good  the  case  he  may  be 
able  to    bring  forward,  and    however 
clearly  he  could  establish  that  a  trial  in 
a  particular  district  would  not  be  a  fair 
and  impartial  trial  so  far  as  his  client  is 
concerned  ?    I  was  somewhat  surprised 
to  hear  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  West  Ham  (Mr.  Fulton)  say  that  at 
one  time  he  felt  disposed  to  vote  for  the 
Amendment,  because  one  does  not  ex- 
pect an  hon.  Member  on  that  side  of  the 
House   to    vote  for  any   Amendment, 
good,  bad,  or  indifferent,  proposed  from 
this   side.    But   when  the   hon.     and 
learned  Member  rose  to    explcun    his 
views,  what  was  the  defence  he  made 
for  his  altered  action  ?    He  told  ns  that 
if  this  dause  were  to  be  applied  to  the 
whole  of  Ireland  he  would  vote  for  the 
Amendment.    His  only  excuse  for  re- 
fusing to  take  that  course,  beycHxd  the 
angelic  character  of  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland,  is  the  fact  that  it  is 
only  to  be  applied  to  a  part   of  Ire- 
land. 
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Mb.  FOBREST  FULTON :  I  beg  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  pardon ; 
what  I  said  was,  that  this  power  of 
changing  the  venue  is  only  to  be  exer- 
cised in  the  case  of  a  proclaimed  district. 

Mr.  MOLLOY:  Quite  so;  but  that 
does  not  alter  the  case  one  iota.  If  it 
is  unjust  and  wrong  to  apply  this  prin- 
ciple to  the  whole  of  Ireland,  it  is  equally 
unjust  and  wrong  to  apply  it  to  part. 
It  cannot  be  denied  that,  even  in  regard 
to  the  proclamation  of  a  district,  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  is  to  act  largely,  if  not 
entirely,  upon  the  advice  of  the  Attorney 
Oeneral  for  Ireland^  and  if  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  for  purposes  of  his 
own,  chooses  to  proclaim  a  particular 
district,  that  fact  does  not  render  the 
application  of  this  principle  one  whit 
the  less  unjust.  If  it  is  unjust  to  apply 
it  to  the  whole  of  Ireland,  it  is  mani- 
festly unjust  to  apply  it  to  part.  If 
privileges  are  to  be  given  to  counsel  on 
the  one  side,  it  is  only  equally  right 
that  they  should  be  given  to  counsel  on 
the  other  side,  and  for  these  reasons  I 
aliall  feel  it  my  duty  to  resist  the  clause 
to  the  utmost  of  my  power. 

Question  put, 

The  Committee  divided: — ^Ayes  177; 
Noes  142  :  Majority  35. — (Div.  List,  No. 
204.)  [7.25  P.M.J 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
beg  to  move  to  leave  out  the    word 
"  more,"  after  '*  a,"  in  page  3,  line  26. 
As  the  clause  is  at  present  drawn,  all  the 
Attorney  General  has  to  certify  is  that  a 
more  fair  and  impartial  trial  can  be  had 
elsewhere  than  in  the  county  in  which 
the  crime  is  committed.    I  wish  that  he 
should  be  called  upon  to  certify  that  a 
fair  and  impartial  trial  cannot  be  had 
in  the  county  in  which  the  offence  has 
taken    place.     That  is  an   intelligent 
proposition,  and  I  shall  be  greatly  sur- 
prised if  the  Q-ovemment  decline  to  ac- 
cept it.      It  is  quite  possible  there  may 
be  oases  in  which  more  fair   and  im- 
partial trials  can  be  had  elsewhere ;  but 
that  is  not  a  reason   why  you  should 
chang^e  the  venue  if  a  fair  and  impartial 
trial  can  be  had  in  the  county  in  which 
the  crime  takes  place. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
26,  after  the  first  words  "  a,"  to  leave 
oat  the  word   "  more."— ( JKr.  Maurice 

Qaestion  proposed,  ''That  the  word 
'  more '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 


The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  poe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  It  seems  to  me,  and  I  think 
no  one  will  deny  the  proposition,  that  in 
the  interest  of  the  public,  the  Orown, 
and  anyone  who  is  anxious  to  see  jus- 
tice fairly  and  impartially  administered, 
every  trial  should  take  place  where  the 
most  fair  and  impartial  trial  can  be  had. 
The  Government  are  of  opinion  that  a 
trial  can  be  more  fair  and  impartial  in 
one  place  than  in  another,  and  that,  in 
my  opinion,  is  a  good  ground  for  re- 
moving a  trial.  Assuming  that  we  all 
desire  that  trials  should  take  place 
under  the  most  fair  and  iznpartial  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  perfectly  sufficient  for  a 
certificate  to  be  made  that  a  more  fair 
and  impartial  trial  can  be  had  in  one 
place  than  in  another. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY :  I  have 
never  questioned  the  proposition  which 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
has  laid  down  that  the  form  provided 
under  this  section  is  a  sufficient  form. 
What  I  complain  of  is  that  it  is  too 
sufficient.  I  entirely  take  issue  with  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  as  to 
what  the  policy  of  this  clause  should  be. 
I  entirely  deny  that  what  the  Govern- 
ment are  looking  for  is  an  ideal  venue. 
Of  course  if  it  was  the  general  policy  of 
law  that  you  could  not  have  a  trial  un- 
less you  had  a  venue  open  to  no  con- 
ceivable objection — an  ideal  venue — the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  con- 
tention would  be  perfectly  intelligible. 
But  what  I  say  is  this— that  before  you 
turn  your  back  upon  the  present  Consti- 
tutional doctrine  that  a  person  shall  be 
tried  in  the  county  in  which  the  offence 
is  committed,  it  should  be  shown  that 
in  that  county  a  fair  and  impartial  trial 
cannot  be  obtained.  That  ought  to  be 
the  foundation  of  an  application  for  a 
change  of  venue.  I  maintain  that,  as 
the  clause  is  at  present  drawn,  it  would 
not  be  competent  for  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral to  make  out  that  case.  He  mip;ht  go 
into  Court  and  admit  that  a  fair  and 
impartial  trial  can  be  had  in  the  county, 
but  say  that,  in  his  opinion,  a  more  fair 
and  impartial  trial  can  be  had  elsewhere^ 
and  on  that  ground  ask  for  a  change  of 
venue.  It  is  absurd  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  ask  for  this  power,  and  un- 
reasonable to  expect  Parhament  to  grant 
it.  Let  the  Government  be  content  to 
leave  well  alone.  If  they  have  a  county 
in  which  they  can  have  a  fair  and  im« 
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partial  trial,  why  go  speculating  as  to 
whether  they  can  get  a  better  trial  else- 
where. They  ought  to  remember  that 
all  things  are  not  perfect  in  this  world, 
and  that  even  when  this  Bill  comes  into 
force  they  need  not  expect  a  state  of 
perfection  to  prevail  in  Ireland.  I 
maintain  that  if  the  Attorney  General 
is  satisfied' that  a  fair  and  impartial 
trial  can  l)e  had  in  the  county  in 
which  the  offence  was  committed,  he 
ought  to  be  content,  and  not  go  else- 
where to  see  if  he  ca,n  get  a  more 
fair  and  impartial  trial. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  137; 
Noes  85  :  Majority  52.  —  (Div.  List, 
No.  205.)  [7.50  P.M.] 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford.  N.) : 
I  beg  to  move  to  omit  the  words  in  line 
27,  ''  some  county  to  be  named  in  the 
certificate,"  and  insert,  ''  the  County  of 
the  City  of  Dublin."  The  object  of  my 
Amendment  is  that  the  Attorney  General 
should  nominate  the  particular  county 
to  which  the  venue  shall  be  changed, 
and  that  he  should  not  be  left  to  take  us 
to  Belfast,  Deny,  or  some  other  places 
which  he  admits  to  be  unfit  places  for 
the  trial  of  certain  oases.  I  may  remind 
him  that,  so  far  as  the  Act  of  1882  went, 
all  the  special  jury  trials  took  place  in 
Dublin,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
which  came  off  in  the  City  of  Cork. 
Now,  Sir,  the  City  of  Dublin  contains,  I 
have  no  doubt  we  shall  be  told,  the 
great  mass  of  the  special  jury  classes. 
I  do  not  know  any  omer  venue  that  con- 
tains so  many  except  Belfast,  and  I  am 
sure  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
will  not  tell  us  he  is  going  to  take  us  to 
Belfast.  I  may  be  told  also  that  the 
City  of  Dublin  venue  would  not  always 
be  the  most  suitable  venue.  I  presume 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  could, 
if  he  liked,  go  to  the  Court  and  show 
cause.  Let  him  put  in  a  provision  that 
he  shall  show  cause.  Allow  me  to  point 
this  out,  that  it  was  a  City  and  County 
of  Dublin  venue  which  tried,  for  in- 
stance, the  Phoenix  Park  cases ;  it  was 
a  mixed  venue  of  the  City  and  County 
of  Dublin  which  tried  all  the  recent  poli- 
tical cases  in  Ireland.  Except  in  the 
County  and  City  of  Cork  I  do  not  know 
where  else  the  Government  can  get  a 
sufficient  number  of  special  jurors  to 
pack  a  jury.  Take  the  County  of  Cork 
— ^you  have  only  200  special  jurors.    In 
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County  Clare  I  think  you  have  the  same 
number.     Outside  the  City  of  Dublin 
you  have  really  not  sufficient  special 
jurors  qualified  to  act.     Now,  so  far  as 
the  whole  South  of  Ireland   goes,  I 
admit  that  my  Amendment  is  really  of 
no  importance,  but  it  is  all-important 
as  it  is  now  decided  we  are  not  to  be 
dragged  to  Ulster  and  to  be  tried  there 
by  members  of  Orange  lodges  and  secret 
societies.    I  think  now  that  a  day  is  to 
be  fixed  for  the  termination  of  this  Com- 
mittee.    I  shall  put  down  an  Amend- 
ment providing  that  no  person  who  is  a 
member  of  any  secret  society  shall  be 
allowed  to  serve  upon  a  special  jury.  If 
you  take  the  case  of  Ulster  you  will  find 
that  every  special  juror  is  a  member  of 
a  secret  society.    He  is  either  a  Free- 
mason   or    an    Orangeman.      In   this 
country  Freemason    Lodges  are  mere 
dining  clubs,  but  in  Ulster  they  have 
always    a    ]^olitical    bias — though   a 
Catholic  can  join  a  Freemason  Lod^ge — 
and  these   Lodges  become   cliques  of 
persons    of   a    particular    class.      An 
organization  which  in  England  really 
does  not   mean   anything  at   all,  but 
which  is  very   like    the  Ancient  and 
Independent     Order    of    Buffalos,    in 
Ireland    has    a    bias    of  a    very   ob- 
jectionable  character.      In   the   same 
way  Orangemen  would  always  prevail 
in  Belfast  juries,  therefore  I  think  it 
is    a    reasonable  thing  that  the    At- 
torney General  should  be  compelled  to 
choose    the    County   of    the    City   of 
Dublin    as    his    venue,   and   then  he 
should,   if  he   likes,   have    power   to 
show  cause  why  it  would  be  proper  to 
change  the  venue    from    the   Oity  of 
Dublin. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
27,  to  leave  out  the  words  ''  some  county 
to  be  named  in  the  certificate,"  and  in- 
sert, '*the,Countyofthe  City  of  Dublin." 
—{Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  the  words 
'  some  county  to  be  named  in  the  oerti- 
fioate,'  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

The  ATTOBNEY  GENERAL  fob 
lEELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  cannot  but  think  that  it 
would  DO  very  unfair  to  throw  all  the 
work  which  tiiese  trials  will  entail  upon 
the  special  jurors  of  the  City  of  DaUin. 
There  are  a  great  number  of  oountieB  in 
Ireland  situated  at  a  great  distance  from 
the  County  of  the  City  of  Dublin^  and  it 
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would  be  unreasonable  to  bring  pri- 
soners to  Dublin  from  these  counties, 
unless  their  expenses  were  paid.  It  is 
quite  impossible  for  the  G-oyemment  to 
accept  the  Amendment. 

Me.  chance  (Kilkenny,  8.):  The 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  has  been 
very  brief  indeed,  and  very  curt  in  giving 
his  reasons  for  objecting  to  this  Amend- 
ment.   But  to  my  mind,  if  I  were  on  the 
Government  Bench,  and  desired  to  give 
honest  and  straightforward  reasons  for 
objecting  to  this  Amendment,  I  think  I 
could   give  two   reasons  which  would 
have  a  deal  more  cogency  than  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's.    There  is 
one  reason  perfectly  obvious.    No  doubt, 
most  of  the  jurors  of  the  City  of  Dublin 
are  men  of  great  probity,  and  also  men 
of  considerable  independence,  and,  taken 
from  the  Gt)vernment  point  of  view,  they 
are  men  against  whom  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  advance  anything  improper ; 
but,  unfortunately  for  the  Government, 
they  are  not  men  altogether  of  one  class 
of  mind  and  political  belief.     The  real 
reason  why  this  Amendment  will  not  be 
accepted  is  that,  although  the  City  of 
Dublin  was  good  enough  under    the 
Grimes  Act  of  1882,   under    the  new 
Grimes  Act  it  is  the  intention  of  the  G-o- 
vemment  to  bring  prisoners  from  the 
South  and  West  of  Ireland  to  Antrim 
and  to  Armagh,  and  suchlike  venues, 
try  them  before  12,1  will  not  say  Orange- 
men, but  landlords,  agents,  or  Govern- 
ment hangers-on,  and  half-pay  captains. 
There  is  another  very  strong  reason  why 
this  Amendment  should  not  be  accepted 
from  the  Government  point  of  view,  and 
it  is  this.     It  is  an  unhappy  state  of 
things,  from  their  point  of  view,  that  all 
the  Judges  upon  the  Irish  Bench  cannot 
be  depended  upon.     The  Judges  take 
certain  Assizes,  and  it  might  be  very 
awkward  and  inconvenient  for  the  Go- 
Temment  if  prisoners  were  dragged  to 
trial  before  Judges  like  the  Chief  Baron, 
for  instance.    The  Chief  Baron  and  two 
or  three  others  of  the  Irish  Judges  might 
not  give  that  assistance  to  the  mainten- 
ance of  law  and  order  which,  in  the  opi- 
nion   of    Dublin  Castle   officials,    they 
ought    to  give.      Therefore,  it  is  that 
under  this  clause  power  is  taken  to  delay 
applying^  for  a  change  of  venue  until  the 
last  moment,  until  the  Assizes  are  out 
and  until  the  Crown  is  in  a  position  to 
discover  that  there  is  a  good  and  sound 
Judge  to  be  had  in  certain  places,  to 


which  places,  of  course,  they  will  send 
political  prisoners.  The  Government  un- 
questionably will  pick  out  the  Northern 
venues  in  which  sound  Judges,  from 
their  point  of  view,  are  found  to  be  pre- 
siding. These  are,  to  my  mind,  the  real 
reasons  why  this  Amendment  will  not  be 
accented « 

Mr.  MAUEICE  HEALY  (Cork): 
Mr.  Courtney,  the  consideration  of  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  for  the 
convenience  of  Irish  jurors  is  really  very 
touching.  I  am  sure  the  jurors  will  be 
greatly  edified  by  his  attitude  towards 
them.  But  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed 
to  call  attention  to  the  way  in  which  the 
Government  have  treated  Cork  jurors  in 
holding  Winter  Assizes  at  Cork  for  the 
whole  province  of  Munster.  Nearly 
every  year  for  10  years  the  Winter 
Assizes  have  been  held  at  Cork,  al- 
though the  Government  have  power  to 
vary  the  place  from  time  to  time.  I  put 
a  question  upon  this  subject  to  the  Go- 
vernment, but  in  regard  to  it,  I  received 
very  scant  courtesy  indeed.  In  the  mat- 
ter of  the  Cork  Winter  Assizes,  the 
Attorney  General  considered  the  con- 
venience of  the  learned  counsel  prose* 
cuting  the  prisoners,  and  the  learned 
Judge  who  was  to  leave  Dublin  to  try 
the  prisoners,  of  importance  paramount 
to  the  convenience  of  the  jurors  of  Cork. 
In  that  state  of  things,  I  am  not  disposed 
to  attach  very  great  weight  to  his  com- 
miseration of  the  wrongs  that  have  been 
inflicted  on  the  jurors  of  the  City  of 
Dublin.  We  take  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman's  declaration  of 
sympathy  as  worth  very  little  indeed. 
Now,  what  are  the  arguments  which 
may  be  urged  in  favour  of  this  Amend- 
ment. It  appears  to  me  they  are  many 
and  weighty.  In  the  first  place,  the 
City  of  Dublin  is  the  centre  of  the  legal 
system  of  Ireland,  it  is  the  place  where 
the  bulk  of  the  civil  business  is  done ; 
indeed,  I  think  it  could  be  shown  that 
nine  out  of  every  10  record  trials  which 
have  taken  place  in  Ireland  for  the  past 
10  years  have  been  tried  in  the  Ci^  of 
Dublin,  because,  since  the  Judicature 
Act  came  into  force,  the  trial  of  records 
in  the  City  of  Dublin  has  been  a  mat- 
ter of  great  convenience.  Then,  Dublin 
being  the  capital  of  Ireland,  is  very 
convenient  as  regards  travelling  to  and 
from  it.  It  is  easy  of  access,  there  are 
great  facilities  concerning  Dublin  in 
the  way  of  trains  and  other  oonvey- 
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ances,  and  considered  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  convenience  of  wit- 
nesses and  other  persons,  Dublin  is  a 
very  convenient  place  for  a  trial.  Then, 
again,  the  burden  of  judicial  work  is 
cast  on  the  shoulders  of  a  larger  num- 
ber of  persons  in  the  City  of  Dublin 
than  it  is  in  any  other  portion  of  Ire- 
land. Dublin  is  the  largest  City  in 
Ireland,  and  of  course  the  number  of 
jurors  in  Dublin  is  larger  than  that 
elsewhere.  That  being  so,  Dublin  is 
in  that  sense  the  place  best  fitted  for 
the  trial  of  the  cases  which  will  arise 
under  this  section.  Although  to  change 
the  venue  of  these  cases  to  Dublin  would 
inflict  some  inconvenience  and  addi- 
tional work  upon  the  jurors  of  Dublin, 
that  inconvenience  and  additional  work 
would  be  less  than  that  thrown  upon  the 
jurors  of  any  other  district.  Now  let 
me  test  the  value  of  the  declaration  of 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  by  his 
own  action  within  the  past  six  months. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
had  himself  to  choose  venues  within  the 
past  six  months.  He  was  fixing  the 
Winter  Assizes  over  a  vast  area  of  Ire- 
land, an  area  extending  over  the  greater 
portion  of  Leinster  and  some  portion  of 
Munster.  What  he  did  was  to  try  in 
Dublin  prisoners  of  no  less  than  seven 
counties  in  Ireland  at  the  last  Winter 
Assizes.  So  far  from  considering  the 
feelings  of  the  unfortunate  jurors  of 
Dublin  he  cast  that  additional  burden 
upon  them  without  the  smallest  com- 
punction. Prisoners  from  counties  so 
remote  as  Waterford  were  tried  in  the 
City  of  Dublin.  It  does  appear  to  me 
that  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman should  give  some  consideration 
to  this  Amendment.  I  think  he  might 
reasonably  have  taken  into  considera- 
tion the  precedent  pointed  out  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  North  Longford  (Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy) — namely,  the  prece- 
dent of  the  Crimes  Act  of  1882.  There 
is  no  doubt  it  was  not  compulsory 
on  the  Executive  to  select  the  City  of 
Dublin  in  every  particular  case ;  but  so 
great  was  the  convenience  of  the  City 
of  Dublin,  and  so  strong  were  the  argu- 
ments that  could  be  urged  in  favour  of 
it,  that  in  every  case,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  the  City  of  Dublin  was  se- 
lected by  the  Irish  Executive  of  that 
day  as  the  place  in  which  to  try  cases 
from  all  parts  of  Ireland.    BeaUy,  the 
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difficulty  is  not  to  find  arguments  for 
this  Amendment,  but  to  find  arguments 
against  it— not  a  new  experience  in  re- 
spect to  the  progress  of  this  Bill.  I 
certainly  consider  that  the  Government 
are  acting  unreasonably  in  refusing  this 
Amendment. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  think  I  should 
make  it  clear  that  I  only  moved  this 
Amendment  in  order  to  elicit  the  opinion 
of  the  Government  in  regard  to   the 
place  of  trial.    I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  the  City  of  Dublin  is  always  the 
best  venue ;  but  what  I  wanted  was  some 
declaration  from  the  Government  as  to  the 
bringing  of  prisoners  for  trial,  say,  from 
the  South  to  Ulster.     I  should  like  to 
ask  some  of  the  Members  of  the  Gt>- 
vernment  who  are  in  their  places  if  they 
have  ever  examined  the  Betum  showing 
what  the  facts  are  as  regards  special 
juries.    We  will  take  the  case  of  the 
County  of  Leitrim.    There  are  110  spe- 
cial jurors  in  this  county,  in  which  there 
are  1 5, 000  voters  or  householders.     You 
have  110  persons  to  whom  you  are  going 
to  entrust  the  entire  administration  of 
law  and  order  in  the  whole  of  Ireland. 
There  is  no  county,  except  the  County  of 
the  City  of  Dublin,  in  which  there  are 
1,000  men  who  in  future  will  hare  any 
interest  or  concern  in  the  administration 
of  justice.    You  have  reduced  the  spe- 
cial jury  class  in  Ireland  to  such  a  con- 
dition that  nowhere,  except  in  the  single 
instance  of  the  County  of  the  Oity  of 
Dublin,  where  there  are  1,300,  are  there 
1,000  men  who  in  future  will  have  any- 
thing to  say  in  the  administration  of  the 
law.    It  is  right  that  Englishmen  should 
thoroughly    understand    this    state    of 
affairs.    Jn  some  of  the  counties  there 
are  100, 121,  182,  233,  271,  50,  112,  113, 
and  so  on,  the  average  being  one  spe- 
cial juror  in  50  voters.    In  addition  to 
that,  you  cut  down  the  special    jurors 
still  lower  by  the  system  of  anlimited 
challenge,  so  as  to  bring  the  things  down 
to  what  has  been  called  a  rniduum^     I 
must  confess  that  I  should  not  like  to  be 
a  special  juror,  for  by  what    yon    are 
doing  you  are  really  converting^  the  spe- 
cial juror  class  into  lightning  condaotora 
for  popular  passion.    Fortunately,  they 
will  be  shielded,  to  a  large  extent,  by 
the  feeling  of  appeasement  which  the 
people  entertain  owing  to  the  proposals 
which  have  been  made  by  the  ncHht  hon. 
Oentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Xjoihii 
(Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone). 
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Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.)  :  It 
is  just  possible  that  one  of  the  reasons 
why  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
objects  to  the  venue  of  the  County  of 
the  City  of  Dublin,  is  that  by  an  Act 
passed,  I  think,  under  a  Tory  regime, 
some  few  years  ago,  the  City  of  Dub- 
lin  recovered  the  power    it    formerly 
possessed  of  electing  its   Sherifi;   and 
that  since  then  it  has  always  elected 
Nationalists,   whether    Protestants    or 
Catholics.    The  people  of  the  City  of 
Dublin  have,  through  the  election  of  the 
Sheriff  and  Sub-Sheriff,  clearly  shown  of 
what  their  political  views  are,  and  now  it 
is  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  Na- 
tionalist views  that  the  Government  fight 
ahy  of  the  City  of  Dublin  venue  for  the 
trial  of  political  offences.    I  dare  say 
that  if  we  proposed  the  County  of  Dublin, 
instead  of  the  County  of  the  City  of 
Dublin,  there  would  not  be  such  a  great 
objection.   In  the  County  of  Dublin  they 
have,  as  High  Sheriff,  a  rack-renting 
landlord — a  gentleman  who  has  made 
himself  extremely  prominent  in  the  land- 
lord ranks,  and  they  have,  in  addition, 
a  Sub- Sheriff  of   the  same  kidney — a 
man  who  has  not  only  identified  himself 
with  the  landlord  party,  but  who  has  so 
far  mixed  himself  up  in  illegal  proceed- 
ings as  to  get  himself  reported  to  this 
House  for  corruption  and  bribery  at  an 
election — practised  in  the  interest  of  the 
landlord  minority  in  his  constituency. 
It  is  as  well  that  the  real  reason  for  the 
refusal  of  this  Amendment  should  be 
stated  in  debate.    The  County  of  the 
City  of  Dublin  has  been,  in  past  years, 
the  yenue  for  all  these  trials.     If  you 
go  back  to  the  beginning  of  the  cen- 
torj  you  find  the  City  of  Dublin  the 
venue    for    all    political  and  agrarian 
trials  of  importance ;  and  coming  down 
to  1 848,  the  trials  for  treason  and  treason- 
felony  all  took  place  in  the  same  venue. 
The  Fenian  prisoners  were  tried  in  the 
City  of  Dublin.    All  the  prisoners  con- 
Ticted  under  the  Crimes  Act  of  1882  were 
tried  in  the  City  of  Dublin  ;  but  of  late 
years — since  the  Corporation  of  Dublin 
got  into  the  habit  of  electing  Nation- 
alists as  High  Sheriff — the  Government 
have  fought  shy  of  the  City  of  Dublin. 
In  the  case  of  the  last  State  prosecu- 
tionsy  the  Crown  first  fixed  the  venue  in 
the  City  of  Dublin.    But  they  thought 
better  of  it,  and  removed  the  venue  to 
the  County  of  Dublin,  where  they  en- 
deavoured —  though  unsuccessfully — to 


pack  the  panel,  by  the  aid  of  the  land- 
lord Sheriff,  and  that  corrupt  official  the 
Sub-Sheriff.  The  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  professes  great  concern  for  the 
jurors  of  the  City  of  Dublin ;  but  we 
can  understand  exactly  the  value  of 
that  concern.  He  need  have  no  con- 
cern on  that  point.  I  may  remind  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Centleman  that 
even  in  the  City  of  Dublin  the  Crown, 
under  the  present  law — ^notwithstand- 
ing the  presence  of  a  Nationalist 
High  Sheriff  and  a  Nationalist  Sub- 
Sheriff — have,  and  always  will  have,  a 
certain  number  of  men  who  will  be  only 
too  proud  and  too  happy  to  act  as  con- 
victors  of  Nationalists  under  all  circum- 
stances. There  are  many  gentlemen  in 
Dublin,  well  known  to  Dublin  Castle, 
who  hang  up  the  Lion  and  Unicom  over 
their  shop  doors,  and  who  no  doubt  ex- 
pect to  receive  from  the  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  (Colonel  King-Har- 
man),  in  this  year  of  the  Jubilee,  a 
medal  for  their  services.  These  men 
will  always  be  at  hand  to  try  political 
prisoners.  They  will  be  looking  out 
anxiously  for  the  appearance  of  their 
names  in  the  lists.  They  will  not  object 
if  they  are  called  upon  every  day  in  the 
year  to  serve  upon  juries  in  political  and 
agrarian  cases.  Their  great  glory  and 
boast  in  their  Freemason  and  Orange 
Lodges  is  that  they  have  so  many  Na- 
tionalist scalps  in  their  net.  In  the 
case  of  every  successive  prosecution 
you  will  find  these  men  hanging  round 
the  Courts,  wanting  to  be  put  upon 
juries,  and,  I  venture  to  say,  protest- 
ing loudly  if  they  are  not  put  upon 
juries.  I  am  afraid  it  is  a  mere  pre- 
tence on  the  part  of  the  Government 
that  they  have  any  g^eat  concern  for  the 
jurors  of  the  City  of  Dublin.  If  there 
is  any  use  in  urging  any  reasons  in  favour 
of  this  Amendment — and  I  hardly  think 
there  is,  seeing  the  state  of  the  Govern- 
ment Bench,  and  the  attitude  of  the  Eo- 
presentatives  of  the  Government  present 
— I  venture  to  say  there  is  just  one 
reason  why  Dublin  City  is  about  the  one 
venue  in  all  Ireland  which  ought  to  try 
such  cases  as  will  be  brought  up  under 
this  Act.  The  cases  to  be  tried  will  be 
cases  arising  out  of  disputes  concerning 
land,  and  surely  the  fittest  community 
to  try  cases  of  this  sort  is  a  constituency 
which  is  not  agricultural  or  rural,  but 
urban.  The  City  of  Dublin,  as  far 
as  I  know,  is   the  only  place  in  Ire* 
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land,  not  even  excluding  Belfast,  where 
you  can  get  a  sufficient  number  of 
jurors  unconnected  with  the  land,  and, 
therefore,  to  a  certain  extent  quali- 
fied to  try  these  cases  impartially.  I 
urge  this  upon  the  attention  of  the 
Attorney  General  (Sir  Eichard  Webster). 
It  is  a  solid  argument  and  reason  which 
ought  to  be  taken  notice  of,  and  it  is 
offered  with  a  sincere  desire  to  convince 
him  if  I  can.  I  think  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  North 
Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  was  some- 
what out  in  his  impression  that  the  Go- 
vernment intended  to  make  use  of  the 
other  counties  of  Ireland  besides  Dublin 
and  the  Northern  counties.  No  doubt, 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  in 
stating  his  case  said  something  to  lead  to 
that  impression.  But  I  am  afraid  there 
are  only  two  places  in  the  whole  of  Ire- 
land to  which  the  Government  will 
venture  to  send  political  or  agrarian 
cases.  They  will  send  them  to  two 
places,  and  to  two  places  only.  They 
will  send  them  to  the  town  of  Belfast, 
where  Orangemen  will  greatly  predomi- 
nate on  the  juries,  or  they  will  send 
them  to  South  Dublin,  where  they  can, 
by  judicious  manipulation  of  the  panel, 
secure  a  jury  of  rack-renting  landlords 
to  do  what  they  want.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  if  they  want  convictions,  they  will 
obtain  them  under  this  Act,  but  their 
gain  will  be  the  ruin  of  the  system  they 
uphold. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr) :  I 
beg  to  move,  in  page  3,  the  insertion 
of  the  words  (**not  in  Ulster,")  after 
**  county,"  in  line  27.  The  object  of 
the  Amendment  is,  of  course,  very  clear. 
The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  him- 
self has  said  ic  would  not  be  fair  to 
move  a  trial  from  the  Southern  Pro- 
vinces into  the  Province  of  Ulster.  The 
whole  of  the  arguments  advanced  by 
the  Government  in  favour  of  this  section 
have  been  entirely  based  upon  the  words 
**  more  fair  and  impartial  trial."  Now, 
as  the  Government  admit,  it  would  be 
unfair  to  move  a  trial  from  the  Southern 
Provinces  into  Ulster.  I  take  it  for 
granted  they  cannot  have  any  particular 
objection  to  the  insertion  of  the  words 
"  not  in  Ulster."  Speaking  of  Ulster 
in  a  former  debate,  the  present  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  said  that  Pro- 
vince was  the  most  law-abiding  part  of 
Ireland.     Owing  to  what  has  happened 
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since  then,  he  has  changed  his  opinion 
to  a  very  large  extent,  and  admits  now 
that  a  fair  trial  would  not  be  had  in 
cases  arising  in  the  Southern  Pro- 
vinces. Still  another  Gentleman  may 
very  soon  succeed  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  in  his  Office,  and 
what  we  want  to  guard  against  is,  that 
there  shall  not  be  any  attempt  on  the 
part  of  a  future  Attorney  General  to  get 
**a  more  fair  and  impartial  trial"  in 
the  Province  of  Ulster.  We  know  very 
well  that  those  who  will  be  special 
jurofB  in  Ulster  entertain  the  most 
violent  views  upon  anything  which  ap- 
pertains to  politics  and  religion;  and, 
therefore,  it  would  be  most  unfair  to 
submit  to  them  any  case  from  another 
Province  of  a  political  or  agrarian  cha- 
racter. No  one  who  has  any  knowledge 
of  Ireland  would,  for  a  moment,  suggest 
that  the  trial  in  Ulster,  of  a  political 
ofifender  from  the  South,  would  be  fair 
and  impartial.  The  Government  can 
have  no  valid  reason  for  refusing  this 
Amendment,  especially  since  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  has  admitted 
its  propriety. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
27,  after  the  word  **  county,"  to  insert 
the  words  (**not  in  Ulster"). — {Mr. 
Molhy,) 

Question  proposed,  '  *  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  ATTOBNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
RiCHAED  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) :  I 
venture  to  think  that  this  matter  of  the 
change  of  venue  must  be  decided  accord- 
ing to  the  facts  of  each  case.  I  can 
imagine  that  Ulster  would  be  a  proper 
place  in  which  some  trials  should  take 
place,  and  in  which  a  fair  and  impartial 
trial  might  be  assured.  It  is  impossible 
to  foresee  every  event ;  and,  therefore, 
it  would  not  be  right  to  pick  out  any  of 
the  Provinces,  and  say  that  in  that 
Province  a  trial  shall  not  be  held.  We 
must  assume  that  people  will  do  their 
duty — [**  Oh,  oh ! "] — I  am  quite  aware 
hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway  do 
not  assume  anything  of  the  kind ;  bat  I, 
in  my  position,  am  obliged  to  assame 
that  the  Government  wul  not  use  the 
clause  improperly,  and,  for  the  reason  I 
have  given,  it  is  impossible  for  the  GKh 
vemment  to  accept  this  Amendment. 

Mb.  T.  M.  healy  (Longford,  N.) : 
If  the  Government  will  accept  the 
Proviso  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
hon.    Member    for   Roscommon   {Dr. 
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to  be  tried.  The  bon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  North  Armagh  (uolonel 
Saunderson),  if  he  made  a  fiery  speech 
when  there  is  a  Home  Bule  Go- 
vernment, might  prefer  to  be  tried  in 
Ulster.  The  senior  Member  for 
Birmingham  (Mr.  John  Bright),  in  a 
letter  he  wrote  to  The  Times  yesterday, 
declared  that  Ulster  forms  a  separate 
nationality,  and  yet  it  is  to  this  separate 
nationality  we  are  to  be  dragged  for 
trial  if  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
thinks  fit.  I  would  rather  be  tried  in 
the  City  of  London  with  The  Times 
blasts  operating  on  the  jurors  than  be 
tried  in  Belfast.  Everybody  in  the 
Committee  must  know  what  kind  of 
justice  a  poor  Nationalist  would  get  in 
Belfast.  I  greatly  fear  that  if  these 
clauses  are  carried  out  in  their  integrity 
the  people  may  be  driven  to  retaliatory 
measures  of  a  very  violent  nature. 

Mb.  MOLLOY  :  I  was  not  aware  the 
question  is  to  be  brought  up  in  another 
and  a  better  form.  I  will,  therefore, 
ask  leave  to  withdraw  my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Dr.  COMMINS  (Roscommou,  8.) :  I 
beg  to  move  the  Amendment  which 
stands  in  my  name — namely,  in  page  3, 
line  29,  after  **  certificate,"  to  add— 

"  Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this  Act 
shall  empower  the  removal  of  any  trial  from  any 
one  of  the  four  provinces  to  anywhere  outside 
of  sach  province,  except  the  County  of  the  City 
of  Dublin.** 

This  Amendment,  I  think,  scarcely  re- 
quires explanation.  The  promoters  of 
this  Bill  maintain  that  they  are  actuated 
by  the  desire  to  have  a  fair  admioistra- 
tion  of  justice  in  Ireland.  Well,  I  will 
assume  that  they  are,  though  I  am 
afraid  that  the  assumption  is  a  rather 
violent  one,  and  one  which,  when  I  go 
back  in  history,  or  even  in  my  own  re- 
collection, I  should  find  very  little  except 
the  sort  of  protestations  we  have  heard 
from  them  to  support.  However,  we 
will  assume  that  they  mean  to  ad- 
minister justice  fairly,  and  if  they  do 
that,  no  doubt  the  provision,  modified 
in  the  way  I  propose  to  modify  this  4th 
clause,  would  be  one  that  would  con- 
duce to  a  fair  administration  of  justice 
in  Ireland.  We  know  that  it  does  not 
conduce  to  a  fair  administration  of 
jtLstice  in  Ireland,  nor  to  the  public  be- 
lief that  it  is  fair,  or  intended  to  be  fair, 
when  there  is  a  change  of  venue  such  as 
took  place  in  the  case  of  the  Maam- 
trasna  murders.    I  have  no  sympathy 
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Commins),  which  is  to  the  effect  that  no 
man  shall  be  taken  out  of  his  own  Pro- 
vince, except  the  County  of  the  City  of 
Dublin,  the  whole  point  will  be  met. 
This  Amendment  compels  the  Govern- 
ment   to    exclude    Ulster    altogether. 
That,  of  course,  would  not  be  fair,  be- 
cause some  men  might  prefer  to  be  tried 
in  Ulster.     The  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman    the    Attorney    General    (Sir 
Bichard  Webster)  has  said  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  act  improperly.     Why 
cannot  we  have  "propriety"  inserted 
in  the  Statute  ?    We  all  intend  to  act 
honestly,    and    we    do    not    think    it 
an  insult  to  have  notions  of  propriety 
laid  down   in  the   form   of   the    Ten 
Commandments.     It   is    no    insult    to 
anybody  that  the  Ten  Commandments 
are  in  existence.    The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
has  said  it  would  not  be  a  fair  thing  to 
take  any  man  from  a  Southern  county 
to  a  Northern  county  for  trial.     Will  he 
allow  us  to  quote  that  expression  in  the 
Courts  ?    I  never  knew  a  Bill  conducted 
on  such  principles  as  this.    We  have  had 
"  WiU-of -the- wisp  "  kinds  of  arguments 
advanced  by  the  Government  when  we 
meet  them  in  respect  to  one  argument, 
they  fly  to  another,  and  subsequently  they 
rake  up  the  first  as  fresh  as  ever.    I  do 
beg  the  Gt)vemment  to  say  they  will 
allow  no  man  to  be  taken  out  of  his  own 
Province  for  trial,  and  perhaps  it  would 
be  better  to  take  the  discussion  upon 
this  subject  upon  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Hoscommon  (Dr.  Com- 
mins).    Let  me  give  a  couple  of  in- 
stances of  the  bias  of  Ulster  jurors.    In 
the  case  of  Bernard  Smith — ^I  forgot 
the  man's  surname  the  other  night — one 
of  the  Crossmaglen  prisoners,    Judge 
Lawson   directed  an  acquittal,  but  the 
jury  convicted  the  men.    In  the  same 
way,  Judge  Lawson  made  a  distinction  in 
the  case  of  a  man  named  Geoghan,  but 
he  also  was  convicted.    Smith  was  re- 
leased in  a  few  weeks,  but  it  took  the 
Goyemment  two  years  to  make  up  their 
minds  whether  Geoghan  was  guilty  or 
not.     At  the  end  of  two  years  they  re- 
leased  him.    It  is  just  possible    that 
some  time  or  other  the  Friends  of  the 
GK>vemment  will  wish  there  was  some 
such  provision  as  I  suggest.    The  rieht 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  the  Parliamentary 
Under    Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel 
King-Harman),  may  be  glad  sometimes 
that  men  cannot  be  taken  out  of  Ulster 
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for  the  Maamtrasna  murderers ;  I  do 
not  believe  anyone  outside  their  own 
wretched  circle  had  any  sympathy  with 
them,  yet  I  think  that  everyone,  no 
matter  who  he  may  be,  is  entitled  to  a 
fair  trial.  Everyone  who  is  to  be  put 
upon  his  defence  wants  a  fair  trial ;  and 
I  do  not  think  it  conduced  to  the  fair 
administration  of  justice  in  Ireland,  or 
to  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the 
fair  administration  of  justice,  that  these 
poor  wretched  people,  speaking  not  a 
word  of  English,  were  moved  for  trial 
out  of  their  own  neighbourhood,  and 
taken  60  miles  away,  where  there  was 
difficulty  in  getting  witnesses,  where 
the  people  were  not  familiar  with  the 
locality  of  the  murder,  and  brought 
before  a  jury,  in  a  certain  sense,  of 
foreigners,  who  did  not  even  speak  the 
language  of  these  poor  people,  and  with 
whom  file  prisoners  could  have  no  com- 
munication whatever  except  through  the 
medium  of  an  interpreter 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present ;  Committee  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

Db.  COMMINS  :  lam  calling  attention 
to  what  has  been  the  practice  in  Ireland 
in  regard  to  these  trials.  In  former 
Acts,  there  was  a  power  given  to  re- 
move trials  from  one  part  of  Ireland  to 
another  ;  but  I  doubt  if  a  single  in- 
stance can  be  adduced  in  which  that 
power  was  exercised  in  such  a  way  as  to 
command  the  confidence  of  the  people 
of  the  country,  or  as  to  have  secured 
acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the  public 
in  the  fairness  of  the  trial  and  the 
justice  of  the  verdict.  I  have  watched 
these  trials  for  the  last  25  or  30  years — 
so  long,  in  fact,  as  I  have  been  com- 
petent to  examine  these  matters  at  all ; 
and  I  challenge  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  Q^neral 
lor  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes),  or  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson),  to 
name  a  single  instance  where,  in  the 
last  dozen  Coercion  Acts,  powers  such 
as  those  which  will  be  given  under  this 
clause  were  conferred,  and  where  a 
change  of  venue  has  taken  place,  where 
that  change  was  not  afterwards  chal- 
lenged by  public  opinion,  and  where  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  had  not  the 
direst  imputations  made  against  them, 
and  made  against  them  with  justice, 
and  where  the  verdict  was  not  chal- 
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lenged  as  that  of  a  partial  or  packed 
jury.    I  challenge  these  learned  Gen- 
tlemen to  produce  a  single  instance  in 
the  history  of  previous  Coercion  Acts 
where  a  single  removal  like  this  did 
what  it  ought  to  have  done — namely,  to 
have  secured  acquiescence  in  the  fair- 
ness of  the  verdict  and  of  the  trial.    If 
we  look  at  previous  experience  in  Ire- 
land, this  provision  that  we  are  now 
discussing  stands  condemned  unless  mo* 
dified    in    the     manner    in    which    I 
am  now   proposing   to    modify  it.     If 
the  same  spirit  actuated  the  adminis- 
trators of  the  law  in  Ireland  as  actuates 
the  administrators  of  the  law  in  Eng- 
land, I  should  not  object  to  a  provision 
of  this  kind ;  indeed,  I  should  welcome 
it ;  I  should  take  it  in  the  form  in  which 
it  stands  in  the  Bill.    We  know  that 
there  are  few  changes  of  venue  made 
in  England ;  but  we  know  that  from  the 
beginning,  when  this  system  of  alteration 
of  venue  commenced,  that  the  power  has 
never  been  exercised  in  a  single  in- 
stance  where  the  friends  of  the  accused 
have  been  able  to  say  that  it  was  exer- 
cised for  political  or  partizan  purposes,  or 
where  they  could  say  that  it  was  not  exer- 
cised in  such  a  way  as  to  provide  a  fairer 
trial  than  could  otherwise  have  been 
had.    We  all  remember  the  first  occa- 
sion upon  which  this  alteration  in  the 
law  took  place  in  England.     We  all 
know  the  method  that  was  adopted  in 
order  to  enable  a  case  to  be  transferred 
from  the  country  to  the  Central  Crimi- 
nal Court,  when  there  was  fair  ground 
for  supposing  that  a  fair  trial  could  not 
be  had  in  the  country.    That  was  under 
^*  Palmer's  Act."    From  the  time  of  the 
passing  of  that  Act  down  to  the  present 
time  this  alteration  of  venue  has  taken 
place  very  seldom  indeed.     I  do  not 
think  20  cases  have  occurred  altogether; 
but  in  all  the  cases  that  have  occurred  the 
result  was  in  every  case  to  command  the 
confidence  of  the  country  in  both  the 
fairness  of  the  trial  and  the  justness  of 
the  verdict.    Does  anyone  suppose  that 
such  a  result  attends  the  alteration  of 
venue  in  Ireland?    Does  anyone  sup- 
pose that  the  Law  Officers  in  Ireland, 
who  are  invested  with  autocratic  power 
by  this  Act  to  move  trials  from  one 
place  to  another  as  they  think  fit,  will 
exercise  that  power  as  it  is  exercised,  in 
England?    Nothing  of  the  sort     Xou 
will  have  one  set  of  people  in  the  North 
who  will  always  expect  to  have  their 
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trials  kept  at  home,  as  were  the  trials  at 
Omagh  in  the  last  Winter  Assizes,  so 
that  the  prisoners  can  have  a  jury  se* 
lected  out  of  their  own  sworn  brother- 
hood. You  have  another  class  of  people, 
in  another  part  of  Ireland,  who  will  ex- 
pect that  their  cases  will  be  moved,  as 
was  the  Maamtrasna  trial,  from  Galwaj 
to  Dublin,  and  so  on,  in  order  that  a 
jury  might  be  packed  with  confidence 
and  certainty.    So  that  Ireland  is  in 
such  a  state  that  you  can  have  no  re- 
moval of  venue  in  criminal  cases  from 
one  province  to  another  which  would 
not  be  suspected,  and,  I  venture  to  say, 
suspected  with  justice,  of  having  been 
arranged  with  a  corrupt  motive,  and 
with  the  object  of  procuring  a  convic- 
tion.   I  ask  is  it  advisable  or  right  in 
the  state  in  which  we  find  public  opi- 
nion at  the  present  time  in  Ireland  to 
add  fresh  fuel  to  fire  ?  Is  it  wise  to  give 
fresh  impetus  to    this    suspicion   that 
exists  in  Ireland,  on  the  part  of  five- 
sixths  of  the    people,  that    the    very 
fountain  of  justice  is  poisoned,  and  that 
a  fair  trial  cannot  be  had  in  any  case  in 
which  there  is  an  agrarian  or  political 
element?    Is  it  fair  or  just  in  those 
who  wish  to  induce  confidence  in  the 
administration  of  justice  to  introduce  a 
provision  of  fthis  sort,  which  will   de- 
stroy the  last  vestige  of  confidence  re- 
maining— which  I  venture  to  say  is  very 
small  indeed — in  the  administration  of 
justice  in  Ireland  ?    Oan  it  be  said  that 
if  the  Amendment  I  propose  is  adopted, 
anything  is  done  which  will  interfere 
with  a  fair  trial  being  had  ?    If  a  crime 
of    a    political    or    agrarian  character 
oocurs  in  Oork,  you  wHl  have  power  to 
change  the  venue  to  the  Province  of 
lioizister,  for  a  trial  can  be  removed  to 
Dublin,  where,  amongst  the  special  jury 
class,   you  have  a  number  of  persons 
dependent  upon  the  Executive  in  every 
sort  of  way.    You  have  practically  per- 
sona   upon  the    special  jury  panel  to 
choose  from,  five-sixths  of  whom  I  should 
say  are  either  directly  or  indirectly  de- 
pendent upon  Dublin  Castle.    I  venture 
to  say  that  not  even  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown  for  Ireland  will  contradict 
me  when  I  say  that  out  of  those  special 
jorors  dependent  on  the  Oastle — those 
tradesmen  or  people  in  the  Excise  or 
Oustoms,   those  Besident  Magistrates, 
and  those  people  of  a  variety  of  callings 
who   come  to  Dublin  to  be  near  the 
CasUe — the  Executive  would  always  be 


able  to  get  a  jury  prejudiced  against 
the  prisoner,  no  matter  where  he 
comes  from.  No  one,  I  think,  will  con- 
tradict that.  If  I  had  to  select  a  jury 
myself  for  a  trial  of  my  own,  I  certainly 
would  not  go  to  Dublin.  If  I  were 
charged  with  an  agrarian  or  political 
offence,  I  should  say  that  the  Dublin 
panel  would  be  hostile  to  me,  and  that 
I  should  not  have  a  fair  trial ;  and  yet, 
under  this  Amendment,  I  would  allow 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Grown  to  bring 
persons,  if  they  think  fit,  to  be  tried 
there  by  a  special  jury,  chosen  from  a 
panel  prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  Crown, 
and,  if  prejudice  can  exist  in  such  a 
case,  prejudiced  against  the  prisoner. 
That  being  so,  provision  is  in  this 
Amendment  made  for  a  trial  such  as  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Grown,  the  pro- 
moters of  this  Bill,  ought  to  be  com- 
pletely satisfied  with.  Gonviction  is 
what  they  want,  and  conviction  is  what 
they  will  get  in  Dublin,  if  they  can 
pack  a  jury  as  completely  as  they  did 
in  the  Maamtrasna  case,  as  completely 
as  they  did  in  the  case  of  the  Phcenix 
Park  murders,  and  as  completely  as  they 
did  in  the  Poole  case,  and  as  completely 
as  they  did  in  other  cases,  50  of  which 
I  could  mention  if  I  was  not  afraid  of 
delaying  the  Gommittee.  Yet  if  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Grown  do  this  in 
Dublin,  they  have  to  do  it  in  the  full 
light  of  public  opinion.  There  are  20 
newspapers  that  will  have  their  re- 
porters watching  everything  that  is 
done,  and  they  wUl  have  to  take  action 
with  that  check  which  a  fear  of  public 
opinion  or  public  reprobation  imposes, 
the  only  check,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  we 
have  upon  the  Government  in  Ireland^* 
the  only  semblance  of  a  check  which  we 
have  as  a  guarantee  that  fair  trials  will 
take  place.  I  say  the  only  semblance  of 
a  check.  If  we  cannot  get  the  reality, 
let  us  have  the  semblance.  Pack  the 
jury  as  you  did  in  the  Phcenix  Park 
case,  as  you  did  in  the  Maamtrasna 
case,  and  as  you  did  in  the  other  case  I 
have  referred  to,  but,  under  the  check  I 
have  suggested,  you  will  have  to  ob- 
serve a  certain  amount  of  moderation  in 
the  packing.  You  will  not  be  able  to 
do  it  in  sudi  a  way  as  to  outrage  public 
opinion  and  the  simplest  principles  of 
justice,  as  you  did  in  Galway,  and  as  you 
did  in  Sligo.  You  cannot  outrage  public 
opinion  in  Dublin  as  you  did  in  Sligo,  a 
few  months  ago,  where  your  jury-pack- 
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ing  was  not  only  a  disgrace  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  but  to  all  the 
traditions  of  jurisprudence  and  of  fair 
play  in  England,  as  well  as  in  Ireland. 
I  object,  Sir,  to  jury  packing  in  the 
Irish  Provinces,  where  it  is  done  in  holes 
and  corners  without  publicity,  and  with 
no  check  even  of  the  weakest  kind  from 
the  Bench.  We  never  expect  anything 
from  the  Bench  in  Ireland  in  matters  of 
this  kind,  because  it  is  the  obedient 
henchman  of  the  Grown,  as  it  abun- 
dantly showed  itself  in  Sligo. 

The  OHAIEMAN:  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  arguments  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man are  directed  to  an  Amendment 
which  has  been  already  rejected — 
namely,  that  the  change  of  venue  should 
be  exclusively  to  the  Oounty  of  the  City 
of  Dublin.  The  hon.  Member  should 
confine  his  argument  to  his  own  Amend- 
ment, and  not  extend  it  to  one  which 
has  already  been  rejected. 

Db.  OOMMINS:  I  was  not  aware. 
Sir,  that  that  portion  of  my  Amend- 
ment— ^for  it  is  only  a  portion  of  it — ^had 
been  dealt  with  at  all.  At  all  events,  it 
stands  in  my  Amendment  that  when  you 
have  provided  that  each  Province  should 
try  its  own  cases,  you  have  still  the 
power  of  change  of  venue  to  Dublin, 
and  I  was  pointing  out  that  under  this 
Amendment  the  Grown  will  have  power 
to  obtain  juries  of  the  kind  they  desire, 
which  power  ought  to  be  sufficient,  with- 
out seeking  further  opportunities  for 
the  alteration  of  venue.  I  think,  how- 
ever, I  have  said  enough  to  make  myself 
understood  upon  that  point,  and  I  do 
not  wish  to  say  more  than  is  necessary 
to  put  my  case  before  the  House.  I 
will  now  take  another  branch  of  the 
subject.  We,  in  Ireland,  are  supposed 
to  possess  all  the  privileges  of  the 
British  Gonstitution.  Well,  a  greater 
f  aUaqy  historically,  morally,  and  legally, 
never  received  llie  acceptance  of  any 
considerable  number  of  sane  people  in 
this  world.  The  British  Gonstitution 
we  practically  never  had  in  Ireland ;  the 
British  Gonstitution  we  have  not  now, 
and  even  if  we  had  it,  this  Bill  would 
materially  destroy  it,  and  every  shred 
of  it  would  be  taken  away  by  the  clause 
I  am  proposing  to  amend.  The  last 
particle  of  it  would  be  taken  away 
unless  the  Amendment  I  propose  were 
accepted.  In  England,  the  very  essence 
of  trial  by  jury,  and  the  good  quality 
that  is  supposed  to  recommend  it  to  the 
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people,  to  the  Legislature,  to  the  Judges, 
to  the  jurymen  themselves,  and  to  the 
accused,  is  this — that  a  jury  should  be 
drawn  from  the  vicinity  and  the  neigh- 
bourhood   of   the   place  in  which  the 
offence  has  been  committed.    Now,  we 
drift  into  what  is  practically  useful,  not 
as  a  consequence  of  any  political  theory, 
because  the  theory  comes  after,  but  from 
human  necessity  and  the  desire  to  do 
right  that  is  always  working    in  the 
world.    By  instinct  we  have  drifted  into 
this  condition  of  things,  which  is  one  of 
the  safeguards  of  the  British  Constitu- 
tion.   Yery  few  charges  of  a  oriminai 
kind  can  be  made  in  which  a  strict  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  particularly  the 
doing  of  full  and  impartial  justice  to  the 
accused,  does  not  require  on  the  part  of 
the  Judges   a  local  knowledge  and  a 
knowledge  of  the  loeua  in  quo.     We  all 
remember — it    was   discussed    in   this 
House  so  fully  that   I  doubt  whether 
there  is  an  hon.  Member  listening  to  me 
who  has  not  the  facts  impressed  upon 
his  mind — we  all  remember  that  in  the 
famous  Maamtrasna  c€ise,  that  which  was 
believed  to  have  led  to  a  failure  on  the 
part  of  the  Dublin  jury  who  tried  the 
case  was  through  their  utter  igpiorance 
of  the  locus  in  quo,    A  man  stated  that, 
in  a  district  where  there  was  no  hedge 
to  cover  him,  nor  ditch  to  conceal  him, 
on  a  moonlight,  or,  at  any  rate,  on  a 
fair  night,  he  walked  three  miles  behind 
a  party  of  murderers  without  being  dis- 
covered.   That  statement  was  received 
by  the  Dublin  jury,  who  did  not  know 
the  neighbourhood,  but  it  would   not 
have  been  received  for  an  instant  by  12 
jurors  drawn  from  the  neighbouriiood 
who  would  have  been  familiar  with  the 
character  of  the  locality.    But  no  matter 
how  the  local  jury  in  that   case  had 
arrived  at  their  verdict,  and  no  matter 
what  their  verdict  might  have  be^,  if 
they  had  been  drawn  from  the  looaUty 
it  would  not  have  been  said  that  they 
had,  in  giving^  their  verdict,  fallen  into 
error  through  utter  ignorance   of   the 
locus  in  quo.    Before  a  local  jury,  if  a 
statement  is  made  by  a  witness  whidi 
violates  their  knowledge  of  the  locality, 
and  violates  their  knowledge  of  the  oir- 
oumstanoes  which  have  occurred  at  tiie 
time  the  trime  was  committed,  they  will 
be  able  to  correct  it.    This  is  the  beet 
guarantee  we  can  have  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  fairly  and  purely — that 
the  jury  which  tries  a  case  shall  be 
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brought  out  of  the  neighbourhood,  and 
shall  have  all  the  necessary  local  know- 
ledge, provided  they  are  free  from  pre- 
judice.   If  there  is    any   Buspicion  of 
their  being  prejudiced,  then  my  Amend- 
ment provides  that  the  prisoner  shall  be 
taken  out  of  the  district  to  Dublin.  That 
is  a  thing  which,   since    the  trial  of 
Palmer,  has  been  found  an  excellent 
provision  in  the  administration  of  the 
law  in  England;    but  that   is  to    be 
abolished  in  Ireland.    Why  is  it  to  be 
abolished  in  Ireland  ?    We  wait  to  hear 
the  arguments  that  are  to  be  used  in 
support  of  the  abolition  of  one  of  the 
oldest  traditions  of  English  trial  by  jury 
— a  characteristic  that  for  1,200  or  1,300 
years  has  been  found  to  work  so  well  in 
England,  and  which  has  only  been  done 
away  with  by  Act  of  Parliament  for  a 
special  purpose,  which  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment has  only  been  availed  of  some  20 
times.    Why  do  you  seek  to  abolish  in 
Ireland  the  principle  for  which  I  am 
pleading  ?    Is  it  because  you  expect  to 
Bnd  jurors  in  Antrim  who  will  have  a 
better  knowledge  of  Kerry  than  a  jury 
taken  from  the  Province  of  Munster, 
and  vice  vered  ?    Suppose  the  person  to 
be  tried  is  a  Kerry  Moonlighter.     He  is 
a  person  whom  we  all  dislike.     I  do  not 
think  the  dislike  of  the  Kerry  Moon- 
lighter is  more  intense  on  the  Treasury 
Bench  than  it  is  on  these  Benches ;  but 
the  Kerry   Moonlighters,    as    weU   as 
everybody    else,    should    have  justice. 
From  everything  we  hear  from  the  other 
side,  the  Executive  is  anxious  to  give 
him  justice.    That  is  well ;  everyone  is 
entiUed  to  have  justice;   but  do  you 
think  that  if  a  young  man  charged  with 
Moonlighting  was  sent  from  Kerry  to  be 
tried  in  Antnm  by  a  jury  of  Orangemen 
he    would  receive  justice?    I  do    not 
think  he  would  any  more  than  I  believe 
that  an  Antrim  Orangeman  would  get 
justice  if  tried  in  Kerry.     **0h,"  say 
the  lisw  Officers  of  the  Crown,  "you 
must  trust  to  us."    But  when  was  this 
new  principle  introduced  into  the  British 
Constitution  I  should  like  to    know  ? 
Why,  the  whole  theory  at  the  bottom  of 
the  Constitution  is  that  you  are  not  to 
trust    anybody — you  are    not  to    trust 
Judg^es,  or  even  the  Grown  itself — but 
are  to  provide  checks  to  prevent  them 
from    going  wrong.    It  is  only  when 
you  liave  these  checks  to  prevent  them 
from   going  wrong  that  yon  can  trust 
tbeia.     And  that  is  all  tiiat  we  want 


now.  We  want  a  check  upon  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown.  We  want  to 
carry  out  the  ordinary,  trite  principles 
of  the  British  Constitution.  We  do  not 
say  that  the  Irish  Law  Officers  will  go 
wrong ;  but  we  want  to  have  the  power 
of  checking  them  if  they  show  a  dis- 
position to  go  wrong.  These  Crown 
Officials  say  to  us — ''  Trust  to  us,  and 
we  will  see  that  everything  is  done  fairly 
and  properly."  I  dare  say  they  are 
sincere  in  what  they  say ;  but  I  do  not 
want  people's  liberty  to  depend  upon 
the  sincerity '  of  those  Gentlemen,  be- 
cause we  know  that  not  infrequently 
men  who  are  sincere  enough  in  their 
convictions  go  very  wrong  in  their  prac- 
tice. We  know  Ihat  we  cannot  always 
prevent  wrong  being  done.  I  ask  the 
Committee  to  allow  this  one   ancient 

Erinciple  of  the  British  Constitution  to 
e  still  preserved.  Nearly  all  the  rest 
are  g^ne  from  us.  Preserve  this  one. 
Let  the  trial  take  place  within  the 
locality,  or,  at  any  rate,  in  the  near 
neighbourhood  of  the  place  where  the 
crime  has  been  committed,  where  the 
local  knowledge  exists — where  a  know- 
ledge of  the  prisoners  and  the  places 
exists  on  the  jury  panel.  Act  on  the 
principle  that  prisoners  in  Ireland  are 
entitled  to  the  privileges  that  people  in 
England  possess,  unless  there  are  peculiar 
circumstances  in  the  case,  as  there  were 
in  the  case  of  Palmer ;  and  if  peculiar 
circumstances  do  arise,  then,  as  I  have 
said,  you  can  change  the  venue  to 
Dublin.  But  that  is  not  all;  there  is 
another  of  these  safeguards  of  the  Bri- 
tish Constitution  which  have  been  pro- 
vided by  experience,  and  that  we  have 
drifted  into  by  that  instinct  to  do  right, 
to  which  I  have  already  referred,  which 
is  violated  by  this  Bill.  There  is  an- 
other safeguard  renderednugatory,  null, 
and  void,  and  that  is  the  right  of  chal- 
lenging jurymen,  which  is  preserved  by 
law  to  a  prisoner.  The  prisoner  has  a 
right  to  challenge.  The  Crown  has 
also  a  right  to  challenge,  no  doubt. 
After  27  years  of  practice  at  the  Eng- 
lish Bar;  after  having  practised  as  a 
defending  counsel  at  the  English  Bar 
more,  perhaps,  than  any  man  living, 
I  can  say  that  I  have  never  known  the 
Crown  to  exercise  that  right  of  challenge 
in  this  country  to  the  prejudice  of  a 
prisoner.  In  the  whole  of  my  27  years'  ' 
experience  I  have  never  known  a  case 
in  this  country  where  there  was  even  a 
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Buspicion  of  jury-packing.  I  have  never 
known  a  case  where  the  Grown  has  chal- 
lenged anyone,  and  probably  only  about 
a  dozen  cases  where  jurymen  have  been 
challenged  by  prisoners.  In  this  coun- 
try justice  is  administered  fairly,  and 
neither  the  Grown  nor  the  prisoner  has 
anything  to  complain  of.  The  Grown 
does  not  order  jurymen  to  stand  aside. 
But  what  do  you  find  in  Ireland — what 
did  you  find  in  Sligo  the  other  day, 
what  did  you  find  in  Oork,  and  what 
did  you  find  elsewhere  ?    . 

The  GHAIRMAN  :  I  fail  to  see  the 
relevancy  of  the  arguments  the  hon. 
Member  is  using  to  the  Amendment  he 
is  proposing. 

Dr.  GOMMINS:  If  you  fail  to  see 
the  relevancy  attaching  to  my  argu- 
ments, Sir,  that  is  entirely  my  fault, 
and  very  much  my  fault,  because  I  am 
sure  there  is  no  one  cleverer  at  seeing 
the  drift  of  an  argument  than  yourself. 
One  sentence  will  show  you  the  rele- 
vancy of  my  remarks,  and  it  is  this,  that 
a  fair  trial  depends  as  much  upon  the 
right  of  challenge  which  the  prisoner 
has  as  anything  else.  That  right  of 
oballeng^g  the  jury  which  a  prisoner 
possesses  secures  to  him  a  fair  trial  in 
Ireland,  more  perhaps  than  anything 
else,  and  if  a  trial  is  removed,  as  I  was 
putting  the  case  just  now,  from  Antrim 
to  Kerry,  or  from  Kerry  to  Antrim, 
where  the  prisoner  does  not  know  a 
single  living  soul  in  the  county,  how 
is  he  to  exercise  his  right  of  challenge  ? 
I  will  take  the  case  of  a  Kerry  Moon- 
lighter— no,  I  will  not  say  a  Moon- 
lighter, but  I  will  say  the  lad  who  was 
sent  to  prison  for  six  months'  recently 
for  printing  a  supposed  seditious  docu- 
ment in  the  office  of  a  Kerry  newspaper. 
Suppose  this  lad  had  the  same  privilege 
in  Ireland  as  he  would  have  had  if  tried 
in  England — namely,  the  privilege  of 
being  tried  by  his  peers,  and  supposing 
the  trial  was  removed  from  Kerry  to 
Antrim,  how  would  he  be  able  to  pick 
out  the  rabid  Orangeman  who  would 
come  up  to  take  his  place  on  the  jury, 
and  who  needed  only  an  accusation,  and 
no  proof  at  all,  in  order  to  convict  ?  How 
would  this  lad  manage  his  challenges  ? 
He  would  not  know  the  men  who  were 
so  prejudiced  as  to  require  no  proof, 
and  who  were  so  angry  with  him  and 
with  his  political  party  as  to  be  prepared 
to  give  a  conviction  upon  nothing  more 
than  an  accusation.    By  this  change  of 
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venue  the  right  of  challenge  is  abolished. 
That  is  how  I  intended  to  put  it,  Sir, 
and  it  is  entirely  my  fault  that  I  failed 
to  make  the  matter  appear  relevant. 
I  maintain  that  a  man  in  Munster  would 
have  some  chance  of  a  fair  trial  so  long 
as  the  case  was  kept  in  Munster.     I 
maintain,  further,  that  if  anything  pecu- 
liar occurs  in  the  case  you  may  take  it 
from   Munster  to  Dublin.      I  protest 
against  the  idea  that  retaining  a  case 
in  the  Province  in  which  the  crime  has 
occurred  is  likely  to  give  a  man  a  par- 
tial jury.   Take  a  Kerry  Moonlighter  to 
Waterford,  and  he  wiU  get  very  little 
consideration  there,   although  he   will 
get  justice.      The  connection  between 
neighbouring  counties  will  be  sufficient 
to  enable  the  accused  to  exercise  his 
Gonstitutional  right  of  challenge ;  but 
if  the  venue  is  changed  from  one  end  of 
Ireland  to  the  other,  the  prisoner  maybe 
placed    in  the  midst   of  a  population 
hostile  to  him,  and  he  may  be  utterly 
incapable    of   exercising  lus   right  of 
challenge.    Frimd  facie,  then  I  say,  by 
the  power  which  this  clause  gives,   a 
prisoner  will  be  utterly  deprived  of  his 
right  of  challenge.      My  Amendment 
will  enable  him  to  exercise  that  right ; 
and  I  provide  against  anything  unfair 
happening  by  saying  that  if  you  move 
a  man  up  to  Dublin  the  Executive  will 
be  able  to  get  a  jury  of  their  own  sort 
— at  all  events,  they  will  be  able  to  get 
one  which  is  not  prejudiced  in  favour  of 
the  prisoner.    That  is  my  argument.    I 
say  confine  your  removal  of  venue  to  the 
Provinces.     In  the  Provinces  there  is 
enough  local  knowledge  to  render  the 
right  of  challenge  that  the  prisoner  has 
something  actual  and  something  real ; 
but  if  you  do  not  confine  the  removal  to 
the  Provinces  you  abolish  surreptitiously 
the  right  of  challenge  which  the  prisoner 
possesses,  and  which  I  hold  to  be  one 
of  the  best  provisions  of  the  British 
Gonstitution.    I  say  do  not  abolish  that, 
but  restrict  the  right  of  removal  to  fkir 
and  proper  limits.  Bestrict  it  to  the  Pro- 
vinces and  from  the  Provinces  to  Dublin, 
and  when  you  have  done  that  you  will 
have  secured  a  fair  trial  in  every  case  and 
a  jury  that  certainly  will  not  be  prejudiced 
in  favour  of  the  prisoner.     1  think  I 
have  gone  over  the  whole  argument.     I 
never  expected  for  one  moment  eiiheir 
to  interest   Gentlemen  opposite  or   to 
secure  their  approval.    I  have  been  too 
long  in  this  House  to  flatter  myself  that 
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I  am  able  either  to  conTince  or  to  per- 
suade hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury 
Bench.  It  is  very  hard  indeed  for  a 
Member  on  these  Benches  to  imagine 
that  he  is  able  to  do  that.  Though  I 
offer  these  obsenrations  to  the  House, 
they  are  practically  not  intended  for  the 
purpose  of  coniincing  the  Treasury 
6ench,  but  they  are  intended  for  hon. 
Members  of  this  House,  some  of  whom 
have  still,  I  hope,  an  open  mind  upon 
these  questions.  My  observations  are 
intended  for  those  hon.  Gentlemen  and 
for  the  country.  We  have  been  told  over 
and  over  again  that  we  have  to  impugn 
this  Act  berore  the  country,  if  it  is  pos- 
sible to  do  so,  because  the  case  is  being 
tried  even  more  palpably  and  openly  in 
the  country  than  it  is  being  tried  here. 
We  have  the  public  Press  teeming  with 
arguments  that  I  find  repeated  almost 
verbatim,  and  with  an  accuracv  that  is 
creditable  to  their  memories,  by  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  of  the  Tory  Party. 
We  find  not  later  than  this  day  a  letter 
paraded  in  the  papers  from  a  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  writing  from  Bochdale,  in 
which  attention  is  called  to  this  very 
fact  to  which  I  have  referred — namely, 
that  there  are  a  body  of  people  in 
Ulster  hostile  to  the  rest  of  the  country. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  be 
BO  ignorant  of  the  facts  he  is  writing 
about,  that  he  describes  what  he  calls 
the  loyal  population  of  Ireland  at  about 
one-third  of  the  population  of  the  coun- 
try. The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  talking 
in  that  strain,  scarcely  deserves  notice, 
and  he  certainly  would  not  receive  it  if 
his  utterances  were  confined  to  his  letter 
of  to-day,  and  if  it  were  not  for  his 
previous  services  to  the  State.  But 
when  we  find  such  statements  put  for- 
ward as  are  put  forward  by  this  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  that  Ulster  is  a  dif- 
ferent nation,  that  the  feelings  of 
Ulster  are  alienated  from  the  rest  of  Ire- 
land, that  it  constitutes  practically  a 
hostile  population ;  and  when  powers 
are  asked  for  by  the  framers  of  this  Bill 
to  transfer  cases  from  Oork  or  Kerry  or 
Waterford  or  Carlow  to  Ulster,  where 
the  people  are  described  as  aliens,  I  say 
that  the  Oommittee  must  see  the  neces- 
sity for  my  Amendment.  We  are  told 
that  the  Ulster  people  have  hostile 
feelings,  that  they  will  not  submit  to 
oommon  govemm^it  with  the  rest  of 
Ireland ;  and  when  powers  such  as  are 
oontained  in  this  danse  are  claimed,  it 


is  time  I  say  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
public  to  the  arguments  used  in  support 
of  the  authors  of  this  measure,  and  to 
turn  these  arguments  round  ag^nst 
those  who  use  them.  I  say,  if  it  is  a 
fact — as  thisriehthon.Gentleman  writing 
from  Eochdale  declares  it  is — that 
Ulster  is  hostile  to  the  rest  of  Ireland, 
and  is,  in  fact,  a  foreign  order  in  Ire- 
land, I  ask  with  what  show  of  justice  is 
power  claimed  by  the  right  hon.  and 
teamed  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
and  the  Treasury  Bench  to  transfer  the 
trial  of  people  from  Kerry  and  Water- 
ford,  from  Cork,  or  Glare,  or  Galway,  to 
Belfast,  or  other  parts  of  Ulster  ?  With 
what  show  of  justice  or  fair  play  do  the 
Government  seek  powers  to  send  these 
young  women  from  Bodyke  for  trial  be- 
fore juries  selected  in  Ulster  ?  In  this 
matter  I  appeal  to  the  instinct  of  fair 
play  of  the  people  of  England — I  appeal 
to  the  sense  of  what  is  right  in  criminal 
jurisprudence  which  has  been  nurtured 
by  centuries  of  fair  trial.  I  trust  that 
their  instinct  of  fair  play  will  revolt 
against  this  attempt  to  deprive  the 
people  of  Ireland  of  the  simplest,  com- 
monest, and  plainest  guarantee  which 
the  people  have  for  fair  play  and  justice 
in  tnals  in  this  country. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  3,  line  29,  after  the  word  <<  oertifi- 
oate/ '  to  inaert  the  words,  *  *  Provided  always  that 
nothing  in  this  Act  shall  empower  the  removal 
of  any  trial  from  any  of  the  four  provinces  to 
anywhere  outside  of  such  provinoes,  except  the 
County  of  the  City  of  Dahlm."~(Z)r.  Commim) 

Question  proposed, ''  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  pob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holhss)  (DubUn  Uni- 
versity) :  I  hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  South  Roscommon  (Dr. 
Oommins)  who  moved  this  Amendment 
will  not  think  I  am  guilty  of  any  dis- 
courtesy if  in  reply  to  his  observations 
I  do  not  occupy  anything  like  the  leneth 
of  time  which  he  took  in  introducing 
his  proposal.  He  has  had  a  great  ad- 
vantage in  moving  his  Amendment, 
because  he  seems  to  have  come  fresh  to 
the  House  at  a  rather  advanced  hour  of 
the  evening,  and  does  not  seem  to  be 
aware  of  the  fact  that  this  clause  is  now 
under  discussion  for  the  second  day,  and 
that  every  argument  he  has  adduced  has 
already  been  brought  forward  again  and 
again.    Of  course  coming  in,  as  he  doeoi 
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not  having  taken  any  previous  part  in  the 
rather  protracted   debates  which  have 
occurred  on  this  clause,  he  possesses  a 
great  deal  of   energy,  and  is  able  to 
speak  at  great  length.    He  is  to  be 
congratulated,  because  now,  on  the  11th 
or  12th  night  of  the  Committee  on  this 
Bill,  he  has  succeeded,  at  this  late  hour 
of  the  evening,  in  making  the  longest 
speech  that  has  been  delivered  up  to 
this  point.    As  regards  the  particular 
Amendment  thehon.  Member  has  moved 
there  has  been  one  advantage  to  me  in  his 
speech,  because  he  has  always  contrived 
to  answer  his  own  arguments  two  or  three 
sentences  later  on.    In  the  beginning  of 
his  speech  he  showed  that  Dublin  was 
the  worst  venue  in  all  Ireland  as  far  as 
criminals  were  concerned.  He  submitted 
that  we  should  rest  satisfied  with  the 
opportunity  of  changing  the  venue  to 
Dublin  for    the   reason    that  trial    of 
prisoners    there    would   lead    to    the 
certainty  of  a  conviction.      He  would 
have  us*^  think  that,  in  this  way,  he  is 
making  a  most  extraordinary  concession 
to  us.    But  then  he  went  on  to  say  that 
in  Dublin  everything  occ^irs  in  the  light 
of  day,  and  that  everything  was  pub- 
lished.    But  he  forgot  that  his  own 
Amendment  enables  a  change  of  venue 
to  take  place  from  one  county  to  another 
in  the  same  Province,  and  I  suppose  the 
light  of  publicity  is  to  be  found  no  more 
in  one  part  of  a  Province  than  in  an- 
other, and  no  more  in  one  Province  than 
in  another  Province.     He  then  fell  back 
on  another  argument,  and  said  that  what 
he  wanted  was  that  those  changes  should 
be  more  or  less  local,  as  it  is  very  de- 
sirable indeed  that  a  prisoner  should 
know  something  of  the  jurors  before 
whom  his  case  is  to  be  brought,  so  that 
he  might  be  able  to  challenge.    If  a 
Moonlighter  from  Kerry  were  to  be  tried 
the  hon.  Gentleman  said  let  him  be 
taken  to  Waterford ;  but  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber must  not  overlook  the  fact  that  the 
divisions  of  Province  are  purely  arti- 
ficial, and  that  you  may  take  a  prisoner 
from  the  extreme  end  of  one  county  to 
the  extreme  end  of  another — it  might 
be  with  other  counties  intervening — and 
that  this  would,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 

Eoses,be  taking  him  into  a  strange  neigh- 
ourhood.  It  would  be  possible  to  change 
a  case  from  Donegal  to  Belfast,  or  from 
Donegal  to  Downpatriok,  between  which 
places  there  is  very  little  connection; 
and  then  it  would  be  impossible  to  take 
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a  case  from  Donegal  to  either  Leitrim 
or  Sligo,  although  the  counties  adjoin, 
and  there  is  great  community  of  interest 
between  them.  Whatever  other  Amend- 
ments may  be  moved  with  regard  to 
restricting  the  change  of  venae,  I 
must  say  there  is  nothing  logical  in  the 
hon.  Member's  proposal,  or  in  the  argu- 
ments by  which  he  has  supported  it  I 
trust  the  Committee  will  not  accept  this 
Amendment,  and  will  not  consider  it 
necessary  to  go  to  a  Division. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  K):  I  am 
rather  surprised  that  the  Government 
do  not  assent  to  this  Amendment  con- 
sidering what  is  the  preamble  of  the 
clause  we  are  now  discussing — namely— 

''  Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  law 
rating  to  the  place  of  trial  of  offences  oom- 
initted  in  Ireland,  for  securinff  more  fair  and 
impartial  trials,  and  for  relieving  jurors  from 
danger  to  their  lives,  property,  and  business." 

Now,  the  object,  we  are  told  of  this 
clause  is  to  secure  more  fair  and  impar- 
tial trials.  Has  the  Government,  at  any 
stage  on  the  debates  upon  this  Bill, 
either  in  the  second  rea<£mg,  or  in  the 
debates  upon  this  clause,  alleg^  or 
endeavoured  to  maintain  the  position 
that  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  cannot  be 
had  for  all  sorts  of  crimes  in  Ireland  in 
the  aty  of  Dublin?  This  is  really  a 
matter  of  the  first  importance.  It  is  be- 
cause we  know  well  that  in  the  City  of 
Dublin  for  upwards  of  100  years  yon 
have  had  a  series  of  trials  of  a  political 
and  agrarian  character,  and  no  one  has 
ever  heard  it  alleged  in  this  House  that 
there  has  ever  been  a  f^ure  of  justice 
there.  But,  Sir,  our  case  is  a  great  deal 
stronger  than  that,  because  under  the 
clause  that  we  have  just  passed,  the 
Government  can  bring  these  cases  before 
special  juries  in  the  City  of  Dublin,  and 
do  they  mean  to  say  that  a  fair  and  im- 
partial trial  as  they  have  intimated 
cannot  be  had  by  packing  a  special  jury 
out  of  the  City  of  Dublin  ?  There  is  no 
use  mincing  matters  with  reject  to  this 
clause,  we  know  perfectly  we^  what 
we  want  to  avoid,  and  I  greatly  fear 
that  the  Gt)vernment  know  perfectly 
well  what  they  want  to  obtain.  We  want 
to  avoid  the  special  jury  panel  of  the 
County  of  Dublin;  and  I  can  ooaoeive 
no  motive  for  the  Government  in  per- 
sisting in  the  refusal  of  this  most  rea* 
sonable  and  moderate  Amendment  ex- 
cept this,  that  they  desire  to  retain  p^ 
to  send  their  political  opponents  in 
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land  before  the  special  jury  panel  of  the 
County  of  Dublin   or  of  Belfast.     Of 
course,  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  pass 
a  provision  taking  away  from  the  Go- 
yemment  the  power  of  changing  the 
yenue  from  any  of  the  three  Southern 
Provinces  to  the  Province  of  Ulster.  But 
even  if  the  GK>vemment  had  consented 
to  that,  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  have 
left  the  matter  very  much  as  it  now 
stands;  because  so  long  as  they  have 
power  to  go  before  a  special  jury  panel 
in  Dublin,  with  the  powers  of  jury  pack- 
ing which  they  possess,  it  is  ridiculous 
to  suppose  that  they  would  want  any 
further  power.     We  have  heard  a  great 
deal  of  mock  heroics  talked  outside,  and 
I  dare  say  we  shall  hear  a  great  deal 
talked  here  about  the  hardship  that  will 
be  indicted  by  Sub- section   2  of  this 
clause.     Why,  Sub-section  2  is  a  piece 
of  supererogation.     You  do  not  want 
that  if  you  have  power  to  go  before  a 
special  jury.  There  is  no  tribunal  before 
which  a  man  who  is  suspected  of  being 
an  Irish  peasant,  or  who  is  suspected  of 
sympathizing  with  an  Irish  farmer,  or 
who  is  suspected  of  holding  Home  Hule 
or  National  views  in  Ireland — there  is 
no  tribunal  in  the  world  worse  for  such 
a  man  to  go  before  than  a  packed  jury 
out  of  the  panel  of  the  County  of  Dublin ; 
and  it  is  a  perfect  fallacy  and  simple 
nonsense  to  talk  about  leaving  out  the 
2nd  sub-section  of  this  clause.    The  real 
point  is,  are  you  to  bring  Irish  peasants, 
and  those  who  sympathize  with  them, 
before     a    packed    jury    out    of    the 
panel     of    the     County    of    Dublin  ; 
becaase     if    you    are,    you    need    not 
go     on     any    further — you    need    do 
nothing  more.     Talk  about  trial  before 
a  Gommission  of  Irish  Judges !  I  would 
20,000  times  rather  stand  my  trial  before 
a  Commission  of  Irish  Judges  than  go 
before  a  packed  jury  in  the  County  of 
Dublin.     Talk  about  a  change  of  venue 
from   Ireland    to  England !     I  would 
100,000  times  rather  be  tried  by  a  jury 
of  Englishmen  than  go  before  a  jury  of 
the   Ooanty  of  Dublin,  who  hate  the 
ground  X  walk  on,  and  who  do  not  want 
evidence,  but  would  be  content  to  con- 
vict me   out  of  the  newspapers.    I  say 
that  if  this  clause  stands  as  it  is  now 
framed,  and  if  prisoners  of  the  class  I 
have  referred  to  are  to  be  sent  before 
these  juriea  for  trial,  you  might  just  as 
well  insert  a  short  clause  in  the  Bill  de- 
claring that  every  Nationalist  is  guilty 

VOIi-  OOCXV.    [third  series.] 


of  any  crime  the  Lord  Lieutenant  may 
choose  to  impute  to  him. 

Mr.  p.  J.  POWER  (Waterford,  E.) : 
I  am  not  sanguine  that  the  Government 
will  accept  the  Amendment  of  my  hon. 
Friend.  At  an  early  period  of  the 
evening  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Qentleman  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes),  in  replying  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  South  Hackney  (Sir  Charles 
Bussell),  said  that  reasonable  Amend- 
ments had  been  proposed  by  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen sitting  on  the  Front  Opposition 
Benches,  and  by  others ;  but  in  making 
that  admission  he  seemed  to  forget  that 
not  a  single  one  of  those  reasonable 
Amendments  had  been  accepted,  conse- 
quently I  am  not  very  sanguine  that 
this  Amendment  will  be  accepted.  The 
Government  have  to  thank  themselves 
for  our  being  compelled  to  bring  for- 
ward this  proposal,  because  the  measure 
is  drafted  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  it 
necessary  to  put  forward  such  attempts 
as  these  in  order  to  make  it  a  reasonable 
measure.  It  is  a  singular  thing  that, 
since  the  Whitsuntide  Holidays,  not  a 
single  Amendment  has  been  accepted 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  though 
Amendments  much  more  reasonable  than 
some  submitted  earlier  on,  and  accepted, 
have  been  proposed.  The  Amendment 
before  the  Committee  now  merely  asks 
that  the  peasants  of  Ireland  may  not  be 
placed  before  juries  who  are  picked  out 
and  selected  because  of  their  political 
opinions.  We  ask  that  the  peasants 
from  Kerry  may  not  be  sent  before  a 
jury  selected  from  a  panel  of  Antrim  or 
Belfast.  We  hear  a  great  deal  from  hon. 
Gentlemen  sitting  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  House  with  regard  to  want  of 
respect  for  law  and  order  in  Ireland; 
but  we  contend  that  the  very  action  they 
are  now  taking  will  render  it  impossible 
for  the  people  of  Ireland  to  respect  law 
and  order  when  administered  in  this 
spirit.  What  is  more  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  law  and  order  than  to  place  a 
political  or  agrarian  prisoner  before  a 
jury  of  political  partizans  ?  I  would  say 
it  would  be  much  better  not  to  go  before 
a  jury  at  all,  but  to  declare  a  man  guilty 
at  once,  because  conviction,  under  such 
circumstances,  is  simply  a  foregone  con- 
clusion. We  hear  a  great  deal  about 
the  people  of  Ulster  not  being  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  great  majority  of  the 
people  of  Ireland ;  but  we,  Sir,  know 
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that  we  have  the  majority  of  the  people 
of  Ulfiter  with  us.  But  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  if  the  venue  of  these 
trials  is  moved  to  Ulster  the  Executive 
will  not  seek  a  jury  out  of  the  ordinary 
jury  panel,  but  will  seek  one  from  the 
special  j  ury  list ;  and  those  special  j  iiries 
are  all  of  them  either  Orangemen  or 
Freemasons.  Freemasonry  in  this  coun- 
try has  little  political  significance,  but 
in  Ireland  it  is  quite  the  reverse ;  and 
we  know  from  experience,  and  from  the 
Beport  of  the  Commission  appointed 
by  the  present  Government,  what  an 
Orangeman  means  in  the  North  of  Ire- 
land. Now,  there  is  little  or  no  intimi- 
dation of  jurors  in  Leinster,  Munster,  or 
Connaught—of  any  class  of  jurors  who 
conscientiously  endeavour  to  discharge 
their  duties.  There  is  no  such  thing  as 
intimidation  of  jurors  where  the  law  is 
conscientiously  administered;  and  it  is 
a  rare  case,  indeed,  to  find  such  intimi- 
dation when  the  law  is  not  being  con- 
scientiously administered.  As  I  said,  I 
am  not  sanguine  that  the  Government 
will  accept  ^s  Proviso,  which  we  think 
absolutely  necessary  for  safeguarding 
the  interests  of  the  people.  Nevertheless, 
it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  test  the  views 
of  the  Committee  upon  the  matter. 

Sm  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy,  &o.) :  I  think  the  effect  of  this 
Amendment  is  the  same  as  one  I  have 
lower  down. 

An  hon.  Membbb  :  No ;  that  is  not  so. 

OoLONBL  NOLAN  (Qalway,  N.):  I 
hope  when  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  is  placed  upon 
the  Irish  Bench  he  will  not  treat  a  pri- 
soner that  may  be  brought  before  him 
with  the  same  levity,  and  the  same  con- 
tempt, which  he  showed  to-night  to  the 
arguments  of  the  Bepresentatives  of  the 
Irish  people.  He  himself  is  elected  to 
this  House  by  an  extremely  restricted 
constituency,  and  he  hardly  thought  it 
worth  his  while  to  advance  a  single 
argument  against  this  most  important 
proposition  of  my  hon.  Friend.  The 
matter  is  one  of  most  vital  importance 
to  those  who  do  not  represent  restricted 
constituencies.  It  is  of  vital  consequence 
to  three  Provinces,  at  least,  in  Ireland — 
I  do  not  say  it  is  of  so  much  consequence 
to  Ulster.  I  do  not  suppose  that  the 
present  Gt)vemment,  who  have  nearly 
half  the  Ulstermen  to  support  them, 
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would  risk  offending  the  people  of  Ulster 
bv  sending  down  cases  from  that  Pro* 
vinoe  to  be  tried  in  Cork  or  Galway.    I 
do  not  suppose  there  is  a  precedent  for 
such  a  thing  as  that.    The  only  shadow 
of  an  argument  advanced  by  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  was  this — that 
the  County  of  Donegal  is  nearer  to  Sligo 
than  Belfast ;  but  it  is  true  that  if  yoa 
wish  to  change  the  venue  from  Donegal 
the  proper  place  to  send  a  man  to  would 
be  Belfast.    At  the  same  time,  it  would 
be  a  most  unreasonable  thing  to  send  a 
man  from  Cork  or  from  Kerry  to  Belfast 
for  trial.    We  do  not  object  so  much  to 
the  venue  being  changed  to  the  City  of 
Dublin,  for  there  is  an  enormous  con- 
stituenoy  there,  although  an  exceedingly 
large  proportion  holds  opinions  diame- 
trically opposed  to  those  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  or  those 
of  the  population  of  three  and  a-half  of 
the  Provinces.    We  wish  to  prevent  the 
people  of  Galway  and  Mayo,  and  so  on, 
from  being  sent  for  trial  into  totally 
foreign  regions,  so  to  speak,  such  as  the 
City  of  Belfast.     That,  I  think,  is  a  fair 
proposal  to  make.  This  is  not  peculiarly 
a  question  affecting  the  Irish  nation,  but 
the  point  as  to  where  a  case  shall  be 
tried  has  been  held  of  great  importance 
both  in  England  and  in  France.    There 
is  a  notable  case  which  occurred  in  Eng- 
land of  which  I  would  remind  the  Com- 
mittee— the  case  of  Governor  Eyre.    He 
was  advised — and  advised  by  a  very  able 
solicitor — to  go  and  domicile  himself  in 
one  of  the  Midland  counties  when  he 
came  to  England,  because  there  he  would 
be  sure  of  an  aristocratic  and  Conserva- 
tive jury.  He  followed  that  advice,  and, 
as  a  result,  he  was  acquitted.    A  very 
different  result  might  have  happened  if 
Governor  Eyre  had  allowed  himself  to 
be  tried  in  one  of  our  large  Radical 
centres.    Then,  again,  in  France  it  was 
considered  a  great  point  for  Prince  Na- 
poleon when  his  trial  was  fixed  to  take 
place  at  Tours,  where  there  was  an  aris- 
tocratic population  favourable   to   the 
Empire.    Prince  Napoleon  was  tried  for 
his  life,  I  believe,  and  it  was  considered 
a  very  great  point  that  he  was  able  to 
have  the  trial  amongst   a  faTourable 
population.    What  we  want  to  aniTe  at 
IS  this — ^that  we  should  not  be  able  to 
pass  certain  limits  in  changing  jo«r 
venue  limitations  which  have  boon  vecj 
well  kuQwn  i|i  Irelai^d  for  a  long  ' ' 
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the  limits  of  Leinster,  Connaught,  and 
Munster.    The  Conservatiye  aod  the  so- 
called  Liberal  Unionist  journals  every 
day  point  out  the  enormous  difference 
between  Ulster    and    the    other   Pro- 
vinces.     Well,   we  want  to  establish 
that,  and  in  the  same  way  we  object 
to  having  our  people  tried  in  England 
or  Scotland,  because  we  conceive  that 
serious  damage  will  be  done  to  pri- 
soners if  they  are  taken  out  of  their 
own  Province.    But  we  are  willing  to 
allow  that  there  are  certain  important 
cases  which,  perhaps,  ought  to  be  tried  in 
the  heart  of  the  country ;  and  we  there- 
fore propose  in  this  Amendment  to  allow 
the  Executive  to  take  cases  to  the  County 
of  the  City  of  Dublin.    We  say  to  the 
Qoyernment,  rest  satified  with  the  Pro- 
vinces of  Ireland,  the  least  of  which  has 
five  counties  in  it.   We  say,  try  prisoners 
in  the  heart  of  the  country — in  what  has 
always  been  the  chief   town   of    the 
country.    We  say,  go  before  the  City  of 
Dublin  where  there  are  some  people  con- 
nected with  the  land,   but  where  the 
types  of  landlord  and  tenant  are  much 
less  bitter  than  they  are  in  Belfast,  and 
other  parts  of  Ulster  if  you  like.    We 
say,  do  not  take  cases  from  the  South 
and  West  of  Ireland  to  Belfast,  where 
there  is  strong  antipathy  between  people 
of  the  two  religions.    We  also  say,  do 
not  let  this  matter  be  treated  in  the  con- 
temptuous manner  in  which  it  has  been 
treated  up  to  the  present.    I  ask  how 
would  an  Ulster  Orangeman  like  to  be 
sent    to    New   York  for  trial;    yet  I 
believe  many  people  in  Qalway  would 
think  they  would  get  a  fairer  trial  there 
than  they  would  at  the  hands  of  some 
Ulster  jurors. 

Sib  OEORQE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.) :  I  have  an  Amendment  on 
the  same  principle  as  that  which  is  before 
the  Ooxnmittee,  only  in  a  mitigated  form, 
and  J  would  ask  that  something  of  the 
kind  should  be  accepted.  What  I  would 
propose  is  a  practice  somewhat  similar 
to  that  in  existence  in  England  and 
Scotland.  I  do  not  know  the  details  as 
to  Eng^land,  but  in  Scotland  if  you  wish 
to  move  a  case  from  a  part  of  the  country 
where  you  do  not  think  there  is  likely  to 
be  a  fair  tnal  you  bring  it  to  the  Central 
Criminal  Court  in  Ed^burgh.  That 
was  the  course  followed  in  the  case  of 
the  Scotch  crofters,  and  I  hope  that  that 
is  a  course  which  will  commend  itself  to 
the  ri^ht  hen.  Qentlemlm  the  Chief  Se- 


cretary for  Ireland,  who  is  a  Scotchman  t 
inasmuch  as  it  is  the  well-established 
practice  in  Scotland.  It  seems  to  roe  a 
monstrous  proposal  to  take  a  Nationalist 
for  trial  from,  say,  the  South  of  Ireland 
to  Belfast,  or  to  take  an  Ulsterman  for 
trial  to  Kerry.  I  will  not  throw  asper- 
sions upon  the  honour  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  whoever  he  may 
be ;  but  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  the 
Irish  Attorney  General  is  not  a  per- 
manent official,  and  that  he  is  a  Member 
of  the  Executive  Government,  and  that 
as  such  it  is  necessary  for  him  to  act  in 
an  administrative  capacity.  I  maintain, 
therefore,  that  it  is  unfair  to  put  in  his 
hands  as  a  prosecutor  and  a  Member  of 
the  Executive  the  power  of  declaring 
that  a  trial  shall  be  remoyed  to  a  county 
selected  by  him,  and  not  to  the  Central 
Criminal  Court,  as  is  the  practice  in 
England  and  Scotland.  I  do  hope  that 
the  Government  will  consider  this  a  re- 
asonable Amendment,  and  that  some  con- 
cession will  be  made.  It  seems  that 
this  is  the  more  necessary,  because  a 
little  further  on  there  is  an  ambiguity  in 
the  matter.  As  the  Government  pro- 
pose that  the  law  should  stand  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  may  propose 
one  place  for  the  trial  and  the  defen- 
dant may  propose  another,  and  appa- 
rently the  Court  is  not  to  exercise  a  dis- 
cretion in  the  matter,  but  it  is  to  choose 
between  the  two,  so  that  if  the  Crown 
proposes  Belfast,  and  the  defendant  pro- 
poses Kerry,  owing  to  the  ambiguity  of 
the  wording  of  the  clause,  it  seems  as  if 
the  Court  were  to  be  bound  to  decide 
between  the  two,  and  could  not  select 
some  intermediate  place.  But  the 
real  point  is  whether  you  will  allow  a 
man  from  one  place  to  be  taken  to  an- 
other where  extreme  views  against  his 
party  may  prevail,  instead  of  taking 
these  cases  to  the  Central  Criminal 
Court. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  If 
the  Government  were  disposed  to  look 
upon  any  proposition  in  a  reasonable 
spirit  they  surely  would  think  this  a 
reasonable  one,  and  would  accept  it.  I 
do  not  think  the  most  ferocious  partizan 
— the  most  disreputable  and  sanguinary 
partizan — ^in  Ireland  would  allege  that 
the  state  of  any  Province  is  such  that 
within  the  four  comers  of  that  Province 
you  could  not  find  some  jury  to  have 
something  like  a  regard  to  the  saoredness 
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oi  tbeir  oath.  Let  me  point  out  that  our 
apprehensions  on  this  subject  are  not  at 
all  imaginary.  We  have  had  some  ex- 
perience on  this  question  in  the  past, 
for  let  me  point  out  to  the  House  that 
this  protection  which  is  interposed  in 
this  clause — this  protection  of  the  High 
Court  to  which  the  defendant  may 
appeal  it  an  improper  or  unreasonable 
venue  is  selected—has  in  the  past  been 
found  perfectly  futile.  There  was  a  case 
which  excited  great  interest  in  this  coun- 
try and  in  Ireland,  and  as  to  which 
Party  feeling  was  very  strong  indeed. 
It  was  a  case  in  which  the  famous  Mr. 
Q-eorge  Bolton  brought  an  action  against 
a  Member  of  this  House— Mr.  William 
O'Brien.  In  that  case  Mr.  George  Bolton 
laid  his  venue  in  the  County  of  Antrim 
^-practically  in  the  Borough  of  Belfast 
— though  6i  course,  as  everybody  knew, 
the  offence  had  been  committed  in 
Dublin.  Well,  Sir,  what  happened? 
In  that  case  Mr.  O'Brien  went  very 
naturally  to  the  High  Court  in  Ireland 
and  said — **It  is  a  monstrously  unfair 
thing  that  my  opponent  here  should  be 
permitted  to  lay  the  venue  among  my 
enemies  in  Belfast.  That  is  not  fair 
play,  and  I  ask  the  High  Court  to  exer- 
cise the  power  which  is  always  exercised 
in  such  cases,  the  power  of  changing  the 
venue.''  But,  Sir,  as  we  might  expect 
from  our  experience  of  its  action  in  Ire- 
land, the  High  Court  had  the  highest 
opinion  of  Belfast  jurors,  and  refused  to 
chan&;e  the  venue,  and  their  decision  was 
upheld  by  the  Court  of  Appeal,  with  the 
result  that  of  course  Mr.  O'Brien,  so  far 
as  a  Belfast  jury  could  do  it,  was 
mulcted  in  heavy  damages,  notwith- 
standing that  he  had  proved  his  case 
over  and  over  against  this  Mr.  George 
Bolton.  I  say  that  experience  of  that 
kind  shows  conclusively  that  the  protec- 
tion given  by  this  clause  of  an  appeal 
to  the  Hieh  Court  is  entirely  illusory — 
it  is  a  hollow  shield,  and  gives  the  de- 
fendant no  protection  whatsoever,  and 
it  would  be  open  to  the  Crown  in  Ire- 
land^-if  they  should  take  it  into  their 
heads  to  do  so — to  bring  up  their  poli- 
tical opponents  and  try  them  in  hostile 
venues,  such  as  we  say  exists  at  Belfast. 
Now,  Sir,  I  confess  that  I  am  surprised 
that  our  arguments  on  this  point  are  not 
listened  to  with  more  respect  in  that 
quarter  of  the  House,  because  we  are 
constantly  told  by  a  certain  class  of 
Members  that  Ireland  consists  of  two 
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races,  and  that  one  lives  up  in  Ulster, 
while  the  other  race  lives  in  the  South, 
and   that  the  most  deplorable   conse- 
quences would  follow  if  those  two  races 
are  brought  into  condict  together.     Is  it 
not  a  monstrous  thing  that  gentlemen 
who  profess  or  pretend  to  hold  these 
views  should  dedare  that  as  between 
members  of  these  two  races,  who  may  be 
supposed  to  be  in  conflict,  they  should  con- 
sider it  fair  that  members  of  the  one  race 
should  be  taken,  say,  from  Munster,  and 
practically  tried  by  their  enemies  in  the 
Province  of  Ulster.     Now,  Sir,  let  me 
point  out  another  thing.     Of  course,  it 
may  be  said  that  we  argue  the  contrary 
of  this,  and  that  an  argument  founded 
on  this  allegation  does  not  come  with  a 
good    grace   from   us.    The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral  for  England  (Sir  Bichard  Webster) 
told  us  a  while  ago  on  another  Amend* 
ment  that  it  is  our  boast  that  a  majority 
of  the  Ulster  men  are  decided  Nation- 
alists.   That  is  so ;  but  let  me  point  out 
what  is  the  real  state  of  things.    Ulster 
is  Nationalist  so  far  as  regards  the  ma- 
jority of  its  inhabitants.     That  is  our 
allegation.     But,  in  the  first  place,  the 
panels  of  jurors — both   the  panel    of 
special  jurors  «nd  the  panel   of  com- 
mon jurors — do  not  in  any  sense  repre- 
sent the  population  of  Ulster.     Under 
the  old  franchise  every  man  who  had  a 
valuation  of  £12  had  a  vote;  but  in  30 
out  of  the  32  counties  you  could  not  put 
a  man  even  upon  the  coi^on  jury  unless 
he  had  a  valuation  otX^O,   and   that 
shows  that  in  Ulster  thefcry  would  be 
drawn  from  persons  not  ot  our  way  of 
thinking.     The  holdings  J  Ulster  are 
very  small,  for  the  land  hd  been  sub- 
divided very  largely,  and  Wy  few  of 
the  tenants  have  rents  of  |uch  more 
than  £12,  so  that  even  the  cdwnon  jury 
is  drawn  from  persons  who  ar^ostilo  to 
us,  and  who  are  our  politioa.^>^Buiiee. 
That  being  so,  I  do  think  tkiGovern- 
ment  might  have  yielded  in  rcA'ence  to 
this  Amendment.    It  is  idle  f  cuty  that 
as  regards  any  of  the  four  pyrinoes  of 
Ireland  it  is  not  possible  fd  them  to 
find,  in  some  comer  of  eaeb^2t>Tincey 
some  place  where  they  couldnot  find  a 
jury  panel  out  of  which,  witl  their  faci- 
lities, they  would  not  be  alle  to  |^t  a 
jury  to  ensure  a  conviction.    They  hare 
Doasted  of  it — ^that  even  under  the  pre* 
sent  system  the  law  was  perfec^ycapable 
of  wforcement  at  the  winter  Asaijiee, 
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owiDg  to  the  facilities  of  inter-provincial 
change  of  venue  which  this  Bill  would 
give;  and  all  we  ask  of  themisto  acknow- 
ledge thai  within  the  four  corners  of 
each  of  the  four  Provinces  there  is,  at 
least,  one  spot  where  they  can  get  a  jury 
to  try  a  prisoner  to  their  liking.  They 
should  give  effect  to  that,  and  to  their 
experience  of  it. 

Mb.  COLERIDGE  (Sheffield,  Atter- 
cliffe) :  I  know,  Mr.  Courtney,  how  v£dn 
it  is  to  expect  that  any  suggestion  from 
this  side  of  the  House  will  be  accepted 
by  the  Government :  but  I  gather  that 
the  only  reason  for  opposition  to  the 
Amendment  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  is  that  they  do  desire 
to  take  the  Nationalists  of  the  South 
and  try  them  by  juries  in  the  North. 
"Whatever  maybe  the  future  of  Ireland— 
under  whatever  system  Ireland  may  be 
governed  in  future,  whether  by  a  sepa- 
rate Parliament  or  by  National  Councils, 
I  should  have  thought  that  any  man 
who  had  a  desire  for  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  that  country  would  wish 
to  bury  as  much  as  he  could  the  ani- 
mosities that  at  present  run  there ;  and 
I  should  have  thought  that  no  man 
would  desire  to  emphasize  and  enlarge 
and  perpetuate  the  distinctions  that  lay 
between  one  portion  of  that  country  and 
another.  But  how  can  you  more  per- 
petuate distinctions  of  that  kind  and 
cultivate  the  animosities  which  unfortu- 
nately and  unhappily  exist  there  at  pre- 
sent— how  can  you  do  that  more  success- 
fully than  by  opposing  an  Amendment 
of  this  kind,  and  by  saying  that  you  are 
going  to  take  persons  from  one  class 
and  one  creed  in  one  portion  of  the 
country  and  try  them  by  persons  of  an- 
other class  and  another  creed  in  another 
portion,  and  try  them  so  because  they 
are  of  another  class  and  another  creed, 
and  are  in  another  portion  of  the  coun- 
try ?  I  should  hope  even  these  remarks 
of  mine  may  have  some  effect  on  the 
Benches  opposite ;  but,  at  any  rate,  we 
shall  give  colour  to  these  views,  and 
show  we  country  that  the  desire  of  the 
Government  is  not  for  the  real  happiness 
and  prosperity  of  Ireland,  but  to  empha- 
size and  perpetuate  the  distinctions  which 
^xist. 

Db.  COMMINS  (Roscommon,  8.) :  I 
liave  put  forward  five  points  in  support 
of  the  Amendment.  One  is  that,  under 
the  Amendment  I  propose,  there  will  be 
ample  and  sufficient  security  for  the  fair 


trial  of  any  offence  that  occurs.  There 
will  be,  first,  the  choice  of  the  county  in 
each  Province,  and  after  that  the  choice 
of  a  jury  in  Dublin,  which  jury,  as  I 
pointed  out,  would  be  not  prejudiced  in 
favour  of  the  prisoner.  I  venture  to 
say  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes), 
who  has  spoken  after  me,  has  not 
answered  a  single  solitary  one  of  my 
arguments,  and  has  not  contravened  or 
dealt  with  them.  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  proposed  system  would  place  in  the 
hands  of  the  Attorney  General  the 
power  of  securing  an  absolutely  certain 
conviction,  irrespective  of  right  or  truth 
or  justice,  whenever  he  thought  fit.  No 
answer  has  been  given,  or  attempted  to 
be  given,  to  that.  He  has  said  instead 
— **  Oh,  trust  to  me.  I  am  infallible 
and  fair,  and  my  successor  will  be  the 
same."  I  used  another  argument—- that 
it  would  form  an  intolerable  grievance 
on  the  prisoners  tried,  who  might  be 
brought  from  persons  of  their  own  race 
and  religion  and  habits  of  life  and 
thought,  and  tried  by  persons  who  could 
not  even  understand  the  language  they 
spoke,  and  they  might  be  brought  50  or 
60  or  even  300  miles  away,  where  they 
could  not  call  their  witnesses.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  has  not  answered  a  single 
one  of  my  arguments.  I  gave  another 
argument  in  support  of  the  Amendment 
— that  it  would  destroy  one  of  the  oldest 
grounds  of  fair  trial  known  to  the  Eng- 
lish Constitution — the  selection  of  the 
jury  in  the  vicinity  from  men  who  know 
something  of  the  prisoner  and  of  his 
habits  and  class  and  life  and  locality. 
Has  he  answered  that?  Not  in  any 
shape  or  way.  He  has  not  noticed  it. 
Then  I  adduced  another  argument, 
and  not  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
meet  any  of  them.  The  next  argument 
was  that  it  would  utterly  destroy  and 
render  nugatory  the  right  of  challenge. 
It  would  take  a  man  from  Kerry,  where 
he  knows  the  people  and  his  lawyers 
know  him,  and  try  him  in  Antrim,  where 
he  knows  nothing  of  the  people,  and 
where  the  people  hate  his  very  name 
and  race.  If  you  do  that  his  right  of 
challenge  is  a  farce,  and  is  utterly 
ludicrous.  That  has  not  been  answered ; 
it  has  not  been  attempted  to  be  denied. 
Now,  Mr.  Courtney,  I  submit  that  when 
arguments  of  that  kind,  based  not  only 
on  ordinary  common  sense,  but  on  truth 
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and  justice,  are  used,  they  require  at 
least  an  answer,  and  no  answer  whatever 
has  been  given  to  them. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  163; 
Noes  225  :  Majority  72.— (Div.  List, 
No.  206.)  [10.45  P.M.] 

Mr.  MAUEICE  HEALT  (Cork): 
I  beg  to  move  the  next  Amendment — 
namely,  in  line  29,  after  **  certificate," 
to  add — 

'*  Provided,  that  this  section  shall  not  apply 
in  the  case  of  any  trial  to  he  at  a  court  of  assize 
or  commission  for  any  county  of  a  city  or  county 
of  a  town." 

My  Amendment  is  only  directed  to  a 
portion  of  the  clause.  It  is  the  universal 
experience  at  Irish  Assizes  that,  no  mat- 
ter what  may  be  the  state  of  things  in 
Irish  counties,  such  localities  as  these  I 
name  have  always  been  peaceful  and 
free  from  crime,  even  in  the  most  dis- 
turbed times.  I  think  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  recogpiize  that  state  of 
things  by  accepting  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  3,  line  29,  after  the  word  ''  certifi- 
cate," to  insert  the  words — **  Provided,  that 
this  section  shall  not  apply  in  the  case  of  any 
trial  to  be  at  a  court  of  assize  or  commission  for 
any  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town." — 
{Mr,  M9urU$  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (DubHn  Uni- 
versity) :  We  are  unable  to  accept  this 
Amendment  for  the  same  reasons  which 
have  been  already  given  in  answer  to  a 
former  proposal  to  exclude  boroughs 
from  the  operation  of  the  section.  The 
Committee  will  remember  the  arguments 
which  were  used. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Longford,  N.) : 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
should  not  assume  that  the  Committee 
is  familiar  with  the  arguments  addressed 
to  it  on  this  question.  The  vast  propor- 
tion of  the  Committee  was  in  the  Smoking 
Room  when  the  point  was  discussed; 
therefore  to  say  that  sufficient  argument 
had  been  used  to  convince  the  Commit- 
tee was  rather  self-flattery.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  may  have 
convinced  the  Whips  into  saying  *'Aye" 
and  '*No"  as  they  stood  at  the  door 
when  Members  came  in.  Under  the 
circumstances,  I  trust  the  right  hon. 

Br.  Commins 


and  learned  Gentleman  will  not  enter- 
tain the  idea  that  his  arguments  con- 
vinced the  Committee. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

SiE  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.):  There  is  an  Amendment 
I  wish  to  propose,  to  remove  an  am- 
biguity in  page  3,  line  36.  The  section 
gives  power,  first,  to  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral to  claim  a  change  of  venue,  and  then 
to  the  prisoner ;  and  if  the  prisoner  pro- 
poses to  remove  the  venue  to  one  county, 
and  the  Attorney  General  proposes  to 
remove  it  to  another,  it  goes  on  to  say — 

*'  Thereupon  the  High  Court  may  order  that 
the  trial  shall  he  had  in  that  county  in  which  it 
shall  appear,"  &c. 

It  seems  to  me  that  these  words  limit 
the  discretion  of  the  Court.  I  would 
move  to  leave  out  the  word  **  that "  be- 
fore "county,"  in  order  to  insert  the 
word  **  any.''  This  will  enable  the  High 
Court  to  order  that  a  trial  shall  be  held 
in  any  county  in  which  it  shall  appear 
that  the  trial  can  be  most  fairly  and  im- 
partially had. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
36,  leave  out  the  word  "that,"  in  order 
to  insert  the  word  "  any." — (Sir  0tor§4 
Campbell,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
*  that '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  HolmesJ  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  have  no  objection  to  this 
Amendment. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Longford,  N.) : 
Surely  the  Gt)vernment  do  not  mean  to 
accept  an  Amendment ! 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  "That  the  word  'any'  be 
there  inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
beg  to  move  in  line  37,  after  the  word 
"had,"  to  insert — 

'*  Provided,  that  where  an  order  has  been 
made  under  this  section,  and  the  place  of  trial 
is  changed  accordinfflf,  the  trial  shall  not  ba 
held  for  at  least  ten  days  after  such  order  riiall 
have  been  served  on  each  defendant  inte* 
rested.*' 

This  Amendment  is  to  make  proviman 
for  what  the  Government  say  they  are 
perfectly  disposed  to  do.  It  is  simpljr 
to  provide  that  after  a  change  of  venue 
has  been  effected  some  provision  shall 
be  made  to  prevent  the  defendant  bein^ 
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taken  by  surprise.  Everybody  knows 
that  in  an  ordinary  case,  where  a  de- 
fendant makes  all  his  preparations  for 
a  trial  in  a  particular  town,  he  is  taken 
at  a  g^eat  disadvantage  if  the  venue  is 
suddenly  changed.  Such  a  change  of 
venue  may  render  it  necessary  for  him 
to  cancel  all  his  preparations,  and  make 
new  ones.  The  solicitor  he  has  employed 
may  not  be  able  to  go  with  him  to  the 
new  venue,  and  he  may  have  to  employ 
a  fresh  one.  The  Government  must  see 
that  there  will  be  a  number  of  prepara- 
tions involved  which  wiU  require  time. 
It  would  be  most  unfair  that  the  Court 
should  proceed  immediately  with  the 
trial  widiout  taking  the  trouble  to  find 
out  whether  the  prisoner  is  prepared  to 
go  on  or  not.  I  think  the  interval  I 
mention  in  my  Amendment  should  be 
allowed.  Ten  days  would  be  most 
reasonable.  A  prisoner  may  have  to 
make  fresh  arrangements  with  regard 
to  his  witnesses,  and  he  may  want  new 
funds,  I  may  say,  seeing  the  Amend- 
ment is  intended  to  provide  for  several 
defendants,  only  one  of  whom  makes 
the  application. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  The  rules  on  this  subject  will 
be  made  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant ;  and 
no  Government  would  think  of  forcing 
on  a  trial  until  a  defendant  has  had  full 
opportunity  of  taking  the  steps  neces- 
sary to  defend  himself.  I  may  point 
out  that  the  defendant  can  apply  to  the 
Court  to  postpone  the  trial. 

Mb.  O'DOHERTY  (Donegal,  N.):  It 
18  only  right,  I  think,  that  those  who 
make  the  rules  should  have  a  mandatory 
direction  from  this  House  that  a  certain 
time  should  be  allowed  between    the 
order  and  the  trial.    We  must  remem- 
ber that  we  are  passing  a  Coercion  Bill 
which  will  impose  upon  a  person  the 
necessity  of  having  his  witnesses  and 
providing  his  solicitor  and  counsel,  and 
probably  taking  them  a  long  distance 
away  from  the  place  where  he  had  first 
thought  to  employ  them.   Surely,  under 
the  circumstances,   10  days  is  not  too 
much  of  an  interval  to  allow  a  person 
under  those  circumstances.    The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  may  say 
that  the  defendant  may  appeal  to  the 
Court  to  postpone  the  trial;   but  that 
would  be  at  the  trial,  and  after  all  his 
preparations  have  been  made,  and  his 
witnesses  have  been  brought  up.    No 


one  would  go  to  the  trouble  of  asking 
for  delay  after  he  had  provided  his  wit- 
nesses and  was  ready  to  go  on  with  the 
case.  I  think  this  Amendment  would 
be  a  great  improvement  in  the  Bill,  and 
I  do  not  see  what  harm  it  could  do.  It 
would  prevent  great  injustice  in  many 
cases.  I  do  not  suppose,  even  if  the 
prescribed  authority  were  applied  to, 
and  were  to  make  an  order  for  an  ad- 
journment, that  adjournment  would  be 
less  than  10  days ;  but  I  think  we  ought 
to  put  in  the  Bill  itself  some  limit 
within  which  the  trial,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances provided  for  in  the  Bill, 
cannot  be  taken. 

Mr.  HOLMES:  Suppose  a  man  to 
be  tried  at  the  Spring  Assizes,  and  the 
venue  is  changed  within  10  days  before 
the  Assize,  if  this  Amendment  is  adopted 
there  will  be  no  possibility  of  trying 
him  before  the  Summer  Assize,  even 
although  the  accused  would  be  anxious 
for  a  trial,  and  might  be  detained  in 
prison  for  four  months  longer  awaiting 
one. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford.  N.) : 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  whom 
we  would  always  rather  deal  with  than 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  who  is  merely  a 
lamentable  excrescence  on  this  Bill,  so 
to  speak,  has  put  a  very  good  point.  He 
says  that  a  prisoner  might  be  prevented 
from  being  tried  at  a  certain  Assize ; 
but  I  think  any  hardship  in  that  direc- 
tion to  the  prisoner  would  be  obviated 
by  introducing  the  words  "without 
the  defendant's  consent."  Unless  this 
Amendment  is  accepted,  the  result  may 
be  that  a  venue  may  be  changed  in  such 
a  way  as  to  prevent  the  prisoner  from 
employing  sympathetic  counsel,  who 
may  be  engaged  elsewhere,  and  to 
throw  him  into  the  arms  of  Orange 
barristers.  If  I  were  to  be  tried,  I  must 
say  I  would  much  rather  hand  my  case  over 
into  the  hands  of  a  gentleman  whose 
sympathy  I  thought  I  might  claim.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  says 
that  all  these  rules  will  be  made  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant;  but  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant is  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  himself.  He  himself  will 
have  to  make  these  rules.  Surely  he 
will  not  say  that  he  is  a  better  authority 
than  670  Members  of  Parliament.  We 
suggest  that  the  Committee  should  make 
these    rules.    If  the    right    hon.   and 
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learned  Gentleman  does  not  happen  to 
be  in  Ireland,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  may 
be  Prince  Edward  of  Saxe-Weimer,  for 
his  Excellency  the  English  Viceroy  may 
be  at  the  races  in  England,  whilst  his 
Chief  Secretary  is  at  the  sea  eide.  The 
poor  Lord  Lieutenant  will  hardly  write 
his  own  name.  It  is  absurd  to  endea- 
vour to  palm  off  arguments  of  this  kind 
upon  us.  [  Cries  of  **  Question  ! "]  This 
is  the  question.  It  is  a  monstrous  thing 
to  suppose  that  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  in  matters  of  this 
kind,  is  likely  to  have  more  sense  than 
670  Members  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
This  is  an  instance  of  the  way  in  which 
the  Government  waste  the  time  on  this 
Bill.  Here  is  an  Amendment  proposed 
by  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Maurice  Healy). 
It  is  proposed  that  a  defendant  should 
have  a  fair  notice — that  is  to  say,  10 
days'  notice — before  the  trial  is  brought 
on  ;  and  what  is  the  reply  of  the  Irish 
Attorney  General?  He  says  that  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  or  he  himself,  would 
make  a  rule  to  that  effect.  But  why  are 
we  to  trust  him  in  this  matter  ?  Why 
should  not  the  rule  be  in  the  Bill  ?  For 
myself,  I  always  listen  to  the  discussions 
which  go  on  on  this  Bill  with  an  open 
an  impartial  mind.  I  listen,  and  am 
always  ready  to  go  upon  the  one  side  or 
the  other,  whichever  I  think  is  right; 
but  I  never  was  more  convinced  that  this 
eide  was  right  than  in  regard  to  this  pro- 
posal. When  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
complain  of  waste  of  time,  they  should 
not  set  such  a  bad  example  as  they  are 
doing  now,  but  they  should  grant  these 
small  Amendments,  instead  of  sitting 
naggling  and  quarrelling  and  splitting 
hairs,  as  if  we  were  a  parcel  of  lawyers. 

Mr.  W.  EEDMOND  (Fermanagh, 
N.) :  I  am  not  surprised  that  the  Go- 
vernment refuse  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment of  my  hon.  Friend,  because,  if 
they  accepted  it,  it  would  be  contrary  to 
the  principle  on  which  they  are  going 
with  regard  to  the  whole  clause.  The 
whole  clause  is  for  the  purpose  of 
changing  the  place  of  trials  of  Na- 
tionalist prisoners,  who  may  be  guilty  of 
no  particular  offence  except  that  of  de- 
fending their  homes,  to  some  Orange 
district,  and  the  landlords  and  the 
authorities  of  Dublin  Castle  will  find  no 
difRculty  in  getting  an  Orange  jury  to 
convict.  That  is  the  object  of  the 
clause,  and,  that  being  so,  it  is  not  to  be  j 

Mr.  T.  M.  Utaly 


wondered  at  that  the  Government  refuse 
the  Amendment  of  my  hon.  Friend  to 
provide    that  if  the  place  of  trial  be 
changed  the  defendant  should  not   be 
called  upon  to  defend  himself  in  the 
new  place  of  trial  without  notice.    I  do 
not  think    anything   more    reasonable 
could  be  asked  of  the  Government  than 
that  if  they  insist  on  changing  without 
sufficient  reason  a  placeoftrialin  Ireland, 
and  do  it  suddenly  and  without  notice, 
they  should    give    the   defendant  fall 
time,  when  he  arrives  at  the  new  place 
of  trial,  to  get  his  witnesses  together, 
and  his  lawyers  to  defend  him,   and 
generally  to  make  his  arrangements  of 
defence.      If    the    Gt)vemment    were 
honestly  inclined  to  treat  the  matter 
fairly  they  would  not  refuse  to  give  10 
days,  which  is  a  very  short  space  of 
time,  to  a  defendant,  in  order  to  enable 
him  to  make  his  preparations  in  the 
new  place  of  trial.    But  the  refusal  of 
the  Government  to  give  a  man,  suddenly 
taken  from  his  own  neighbourhood  to  a 
new  one,  time  to  get  his  witnesses  to- 
gether to  get  up  his  case,  shows  the  end 
the  Government  have  in  view.  It  shows 
that  the  object  of  the  Government  is 
not  to  get  a  fair  trial,  but  to  secure, 
rightly  or  wrongly,  the  conviction   of 
such  Nationalists  in  Ireland  who  may 
be  distasteful  to  the  landlord  class.    I, 
for  one,  am  not  at  all  sorry  that  the 
Government  are  consistently  acting  on 
this  policy.     The  refusal  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  give  a  man  whose  place  of  trial 
has  been  changed  an  opportunity  to  get 
his    witnesses    together,    and    prepture 
himself  for  trial,   proves    conolusivelj 
that  the  object  of  the  Government,  and 
of  the  whole  of  this  Bill,  and  more  par* 
ticularly  of  this  clause  of  the  Bill,  is  to 
obtain  convictions  on  behalf  of  the  land- 
lord classes  against  men  who  have  not 
committed  crimes  at  all,  but  have  simply 
made  themselves  obnoxious  to  the  autho- 
rities of  Dublin  Castle  and  their  protegees 
the  landlords,  by  making  a  stand  to 
prevent  themselves  and  their  children 
from  being  evicted  from  their  homes. 
I  am  sure  that  when  it  is  known  that 
the  Government  refuse  this  moderate 
Amendment,  and  will  not  grant  a  maa 
time  to  get  up  his  case  when  a  change 
is  made  in  the  place  of  trial,  all  doubt 
will  disappear  from  the  minds  of  the 
public  that  the  object  of  the  GoyerQ- 
ment  in  passing  this  Bill  is  not  to  put 
down  crime  at  all,  but  to  strike  at  their 
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political  opponents,  and  carry  on  the 
government  of  the  country  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  landlord  classes.  I  am 
very  glad  indeed  that  the  Qovemment 
are  going  to  refuse  this  Amendment, 
because  it  shows  us  that  we  have  to 
expect  nothing  reasonable  from  them, 
and  that  we  are  to  prepare  ourselves  to 
fight  them  on  every  part  of  this  Bill  to 
see  if  we  cannot  succeed  in  frustrating 
their  nefarious  and  infernal  designs. 

Mr.  F.  S-  POWELL  ( Wigan) :  I  rise 
to  Order.  I  want  to  know  if  the  hon. 
Member  is  at  liberty  to  speak  of  the 
nefarious  and  infernal  designs  of  hon. 
Members  ? 

The  chairman  :  I  did  not  hear 
the  words. 

Me.  F.  S.  POWELL :  The  hon. 
Member's  words  were  "nefarious  and 
infernal  designs." 
Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  What  ? 
The  chairman  :  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  himself  (Mr,  W.  Redmond)  will 
repeat  the  words  he  used. 

Mb.  W.  REDMOND :  What  I  said 
was  nefarious  and  infernal  designs. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  On  the  part  of 
whom? 

Mb.  W.  REDMOND :  On  the  part  of 
the  Q-overnment. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
galy  E.) :  May  I  ask,  Sir,  if,  when  words 
are  challenged,  it  is  not  necessary  that 
those  words  should  be  taken  down  ? 

The  chairman  :  It  is  not  neces- 
sary in  this  case.  The  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  W.  Redmond)  cannot  accuse  any 
Member  of  this  House  or  the  Qovem- 
ment of  nefarious  and  infernal  designs. 
Such  language  'it  is  improper  to  use  in 
the  House  of  Commons. 

Mb.  W.  REDMOND :  I  applied  those 
words  not  individually  to  any  Member 
of  the  House,  but  to  the  Government 
collectively.  However,  I  will  withdraw 
the  expression  '*  infernal,"  and  will 
confine  myself  to  the  expression  ''  nefa- 
rious/' and  by  so  doing  I  shcdl  make 
my  meaning  sufficiently  clear. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Attention  has 
been  called  to  an  improper  expression 
used  in  debate,  but  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  meets  everything  with  leers 
or  sneers  or  jeers,  I  observe  him  now 
laughing^  in  a  most  improper  manner. 
He  g^ets  a  large  salary  for  sitting  on 
that  ^ench,  and  therefore  he  ought  to 
keep  his  countenance,  if  he  cannot  keep 
his  tenix>er.    Now,  I  want  to  put  the 


matter  seriously  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. The  Government  refuse  the 
prisoner  10  days  before  trial,  but  under 
Section  14  it  is  provided  that — 

"  There  shall  be  paid  out  of  moneys  provided 
by  Parliament  such  allowances  to  oflBcers  and 
other  persons  acting  in  pursuance  of  this  Act ; 
and  such  expenses  incurred  in  reference  to  any 
Court  exercising  jurisdiction  under  this  Act, 
and  such  expenses  of  persons  charged,  counsel, 
and  witnesses,  payable  in  pursuance  of  this  Act, 
as  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Ireasury, 
may  from  time  to  time  direct.^' 

That  is  cdways  referred  to  as  the  Eng- 
lish section,  but  I  understand  that  the 
Government  intend  to  drop  it.  Now, 
surely  it  is  reasonable  there  should  be 
some  opportunity  of  engaging  counsel. 
If  a  man  is  taken  from  Cork  to  the 
Giant's  Causeway,  is  it  intended  he 
should  bring  with  him  his  counsel  and 
witnesses  at  his  own  expense  ?  In  spite 
of  the  sneers  and  unworthy  laughter  of 
the  Chief  Secretary,  I  think  this  is  a 
point  worthy  of  consideration.  A  matter 
of  this  kind  ought  not  to  be  met  in  the 
heartless  and  callous  manner  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  respectfully 
submit  that  this  is  a  matter  of  some  im- 
portance to  the  Bar.  I  am  raising  it 
as  a  member  of  the  Bar,  though,  God 
knows,  I  do  not  get  much  chance  of 
practising  at  the  Bar,  because  I  am 
generally  here.  I  maintain  that  when 
a  prisoner  has  paid  his  solicitor  and 
barrister  in  Cork,  he  should  not,  if  he  is 
taken  up  to  Antrim,  be  obliged  to  pay 
another  solicitor  and  another  barrister. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETAEY  fob  IEE- 
LAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Man- 
Chester,  E.) :  There  is  no  intention  of 
dropping  the  14th  section. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  That  is  not  the 
point.  We  are  constantly  met  in  this 
way  by  the  Irish  Chief  Secretaiy.  He 
thinks  his  an  anstooratio  manner — 
ICriee  of  **  Order  !  "]  Well,  I  wUl  not 
say  aristocratic,  but  1  will  say  we  are 
constantly  met  by  his  abrupt  manner, 
because  there  is  nothing  aristocratic 
about  him. 

The  chairman  :  Order,  order !  I 
must  ask  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man to  restrain  himself,  and  speak  in  a 
manner  more  becoming  the  Commit- 
tee.        

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  claim  to  move,  ''That 
the  Question  be  now  put." 

IFifUenth  Night.  \ 
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Oaestloa  put  accordingly,  ''  That  the 
Questioii  be  now  put." 

The  Oommittee  divided: — Ayes  256; 
Noes  131 :  Majority  125.  [11.35  p.m.] 


AYES. 


Addison,  J.  E.  W. 
Agg-Gardner,  J.  T. 
Ainslie,  W.  G. 
Allsopp,  hon.  G. 
Allsopp,  hon.  P. 
Amherst,  W.  A.  T. 
Anstruther,  Colonel  R. 

H.  L. 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Ashmead-Bartlett,  E. 
Baden-Powell,  G.  S. 
Ba^gallay,  E. 
Bailey,  Sir  J.  B. 
Baird,  J.  G.  A. 
Balfour,  rt.  hon.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  G.  W. 
Baring,  Viscount 
Barry,  A.  H.  Smith- 
Bartiey,  G.  C.  T. 
Barttelot,  Sir  W.  B. 
Bass,  H. 
Bates,  Sir  E. 
Baumann,  A.  A. 
Beach,  W.  W.  B. 
Beadel,  W.  J. 
Beaumont,  H.  F. 
Bentinck,  rt.  hn.  G.  0. 
Bentinck,  Lord  H.  0. 
Beresford,  Lord  C.  W. 

De  la  Poor 
Bethell,     Commander 

G.R. 
Bigwood,  J. 
Birkheck,  Sir  E. 
Blundell,   Colonel  H. 

B.H. 
Bond,  G.  H. 
Bonsor,  H.  C.  O. 
Boord,  T.  W. 
Borthwick,  Sir  A. 
Bristowe,  T.  L. 
Brodrick,  hon.  W.  St. 

J.  F. 
Brookfield,  A.  M. 
Brown,  A.  H. 
Burghley,  Lord 
Oune,  w.  S. 
Caldwell,  J. 
Chamherlain,  B. 
Clarke,  Sir  E.  G. 
Coddington,  W. 
CoghiU,  D.  H. 
Commerell,  Adml.  Sir 

J,E. 
Compton,  F. 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R. 
Corhett,  A.  C. 
Oorry,  Sir  J.  P. 
Cotton,  Cant.  E.  T.  D. 
Cross,  H.  S. 
CroBsman,  Gen.  Sir  W. 
Currie,  Sir  D. 
Dalrjrmple,  C. 
Darenport,  H.  T. 
De  Cobain,  E.  S.  W. 


De  Lisle,  E.  J.  L.  M. 

P. 
De  Worms,  Baron  H. 
Dickson,  Major  A.  G. 
Dimsdale,  Baron  R. 
Dizon-Hartland,F.  D. 
Donkin,  R.  S. 
Doring^on,  Sir  J.  E. 
Dugdale,  J.  S. 
Duncan,  Colonel  F. 
Dundombe,  A. 
Dyke,  right  hon.   Sir 

W.  H. 
Edwards-Moss,  T.  C. 
Egerton,  hon.  A.  J.  F. 
Egerton,  hon.  A.  de  T 
Elliot,  hon.  H.  F.  H. 
EUiot,  G.  W. 
Elton,  C.  I. 
Evelyn,  W.  J. 
Ewart,  W. 
Ewing,  Sir  A.  O. 
^arqunarson,  H.  R. 
Fellowes,  W.  H. 
Fergusson,  right  hon. 

Su- J. 
Field,  Admiral  E. 
Fielden,  T. 
Finch,  G.  H. 
Fisher,  W.  H. 
Fitzgerald,  R.  U.  P. 
Fitz  -  Wygram,    Gen. 

Sir  F.  W. 
Folkestone,  right  hon. 

Viscount 
Forwood,  A.  B. 
Fowler,  Sir  R.  N. 
Eraser,  General  C.  C. 
Fulton,  J.  F. 
Gaskell,  C.  G.  Milnes- 
Gathome-Hardy,  hon. 

A.  E. 
Gedge,  S. 
Gent-Davis,  R. 
Gibson,  J.  G. 
Giles,  A. 
GiUiat,  J.  S. 
Godson,  A.  F. 
Goldsmid,  Sir  J. 
Gk>ldsworthy,    Major- 

General  W.  T. 
Gorst,  iSir  J.  E. 
Goschen,  rt.  hn.  G.  J. 
Grimston,  Viscount 
Gunter,  Colonel  R. 
Gurdon,  R.  T. 
Hall,  A.  W. 
Hall,  C. 
Halsey,  T.  F. 
Hambro,  Col.  C.  J.  T. 
Hamilton,  right  hon. 

Lord  G.  F. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C.  J. 
Hamilton,  Col.  C.  E. 
Hamley,Gen.  Sir  E.  B. 


Hanbnry,  R.  W. 
Hardcastle,  E. 
Hardcastle,  F. 
Hartington,  Marq.    of 
Havelock-  Allan,  Sir 

H.  M. 
Heathcote,  Capt.  J.  H. 

Edwards- 
Heaton,  J.  H. 
Heneage,  right  hon.  E. 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Hill,  right  hon.  liord 

A.  W. 
Hill*  Colonel  E.  S. 
Hill,  A.  S. 
Hoare,  S. 
Hobhouse,  H. 
Holland,    right   hon. 

Sir  H.  T. 
Holmes,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Hornby,  W.  H. 
Houldsworth,  W.  H. 
Howorth,  H.  H. 
Hozier,  J.  H.  C. 
Hubbard,  E. 
Hugl^es,  Colonel  E. 
Hunt,  F.  S. 
Hunter,  Sir  W.  G. 
Isaacson,  F.  W. 
Jackson,  W.  L. 
Jarvis,  A.  W. 
Jennings,  L.  J. 
KeUy,  J.  R. 
Kenrick,  W. 
Kenyon,  hon.  G.  T. 
Kenyon  -  Slaney,  Col. 

W. 
Kerans,  F.  H. 
Kimber,  H. 
King,  H.  S. 
King-Harman,  right 

hon.  Colonel  E.  R. 
Knightley,  Sir  R. 
Enowles,  L. 
Kynoch,  G. 
Lafone,  A. 
Lambert,  C. 
Lawrance,  J.  C. 
Lawrence,  Sir  J.  J.  T. 
Lawrence,  W.  F. 
Leohmere,  Sir  E.  A.  H. 
Lees,  E. 
Legh,  T.  W. 
Lewis,  Sir  C.  E. 
Lewisham,  right  hon. 

Viscount 
Long,  W.  H. 
Low,  M. 

Lowther,  hon.  W. 
Lowther,  J.  W. 
Macartney,  W.  G.  E. 
Macdonald,  right  hon. 

J.  H.  A. 
Mackintosh,  C.  F. 
Maclean,  J.  M. 
Madure,  J.  W. 
Malcolm,  Col.  J.  W. 
Mallock,  R. 
March,  Earl  of 
Marriott,  rt.  hn.  W.  T. 
Maskeljme,  M.  H.  K. 

Story- 
Matthews,  rt.  hn.  H. 


Maxwell,  Sir  H.  E. 
Ma3me,  Admiral  R.  C. 
Mills,  hon.  C.  W. 
MUvain,  T. 
Morgan,  hon.  F. 
Morrison,  W. 
Mount,  W.  G. 
Mowbray,  right  hon. 

Sir  J.  R. 
Mowbray,  R.  G.  C. 
MulhoUand,  H.  L. 
Muntz,  P.  A. 
Murdoch,  C.  T. 
Newark,  Viscount 
Noble,  W. 

Northoote,  hon.  H.  S. 
Norton,  R. 
Paget,  Sir  R.  H. 
Parker,  hon.  F. 
Pearce,  W. 
Pease,  H.  F. 
PeUy,  Sir  L. 
Plunket,  right  hon.  D. 

R. 
Pomfret,  W.  P. 
Powell,  F.  8. 
Price,  Captain  G.  S. 
Quilter,  W.  C. 
Raikes,  rt.  hon.  H.  C. 
Rankin,  J. 
Rasch,  Major  F.  C. 
Reed,  H.  B. 
Ridley,  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  rt.  hn.  C.  T. 
Robertson,  W.  T. 
Robinson,  B. 
Ross,  A.  H. 
Round,  J. 
Royden,  T.  B. 
RusseU,  Sir  G. 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Sandys,  Lieut-OoL  T. 

M. 
Solater-Booth,  rt  hn. 

G. 
Sellar,  A.  C. 
Sel?rin  -  Ibbetson,    rt. 

hon.  Sir  H.  J. 
Seton-Karr,  H. 
Sidebottom,  T.  H. 
Sinclair,  W,  P. 
Smith,  rt.  hon.  W.  H. 
Smith,  A. 
Spencer,  J.  E. 
Stanhope,  rt.  hon.  E. 
Stanley,  E.  J. 
Stewart,  M.  J. 
Sutherhmd,  T. 
Sykes,  C. 
Talbot,  J.  G. 
I'apling,  T.  K. 
Taylor,  F. 
Temple,  Sir  R. 
Tomlinson,  W.  E.  M. 
Verdin,R. 
Vernon,  hon.  Q.  B. 
Vincent,  C.  E.  H. 
Watson,  J. 
Webster,  Sir  K,  K. 
Webstar,  R.  a. 
Weymouth,  Vlacoont 
WMte,  J.  B. 
Whitley,  E. 
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Whitmore,  C.  A.  Wroughton,  P. 

Williams,  J.  Powell-  Young,  C.  E.  B. 
Wilson,  Sir  S. 

Wodehoose,  E.  B.  tbllbbs. 

Wood,  N.  Douglas,  A.  Akers- 
Wortley,  0.  B.  Stuart-    Walrond,  Col.  W.  H. 

NOES. 

Abraham,  W.  (Glam.)    Lewis,  T.  P. 

Abraham,  W.  (Lime-    Macdonald,  W.  A. 

rick,  W.)  M 'Arthur,  A. 

Acland,  A.  H.  D.  M'Arthur,  W.  A. 

Allison,  R.  A.  M^Cartan,  M. 

Asquith,  H.  H.  M'Donald,  P. 

Atherley- Jones,  L.  M*Donald,  Dr.  R. 

Barran,  J.  M'Eenna,  Sir  J.  K. 

Blake,  T.  M'Laren,  W.  S.  B. 

Blane,  A.  Kaitland,  W.  F. 

Bolton,  J.  C.  Mappin,  Sir  F.  T. 

Bradlaugh,  C.  Marnm,  E.  M. 

Broadhurst,  H.  Mason,  S. 

Brown,  A.  L.  MoUoy,  B.  0. 

Burt,  T.  Morgan,  0.  V. 

Cameron,  J.  M.  Morley,  A. 

Campbell,  Sir  G.  Mundella,  right  hon. 

Campbell,  H.  A.  J. 

Carew,  J.  L.  Nolan,  Colonel  J.  P. 

Chance,  P.  A.  Nolan,  J. 

Charming,  F.  A.  O'Brien,  J.  F.  X. 

Clancy,  J.  J.  O'Brien,  P. 

Clark,  Dr.  O.  B.  O'Brien,  P.  J. 

Coleridge,  hon.  B.  O'Connor,  A. 

Commins,  A.  O'Connor,  J.  (Kerry) 

Connolly,  L.  O'Connor,  J.  (Tippe- 

Conway,  M.  rary.) 

Conybeare,  C.  A.  V.  O'Connor,  T.  P.  . 

Coamam,  H.  O'Doherty,  J.  E. 

Cremer,  W.  R.  O'Hanlon,  T. 

Croasley,  E.  O'Kelly,  J. 

Deasy,  J.  Peacodk,  R. 

Dillon,  J.  Pease,  A.  E. 

Dillwyn,  L.  L.  Pickard,  B. 

Doddfl,  J.  Piokersgill,  E.  H. 

£1118,  J.  E.  Picton,  J.  A. 

Ellis,  T.  E.  Pinkerton,  J. 

Esaleinont,  P.  Powell,  W.  R.  H. 

Farquharson,  Dr.  R.  Power,  P.  J. 

Fenwick,  C.  Power,  R. 

Finacane,  J.  Price,  T.  P. 

Foley,  P.  J.  Priestley,  B. 

Foster,  Sir  W.  B.  Provand,  A.  D. 

Fox,  Dr.  J.  F.  Pyne,  J.  D. 

Gill,  T.  P.  Quinn,  T. 

Gladstone,  H.  J.  Redmond,  W.  H.  K. 

Grey,  Sir  E.  Roberts,  J. 

Onllyy  W.  C.  Roberts,  J.  B. 

Haldane,  R.  B.  Roe,  T. 

HarriDgton,  E.  Rowlands,  J. 

Hayden,  L.  P.  Rowlands,  W.  B. 

Hayne,  C.  Scale-  Rowntree,  J. 

Healvy  M.  Sexton,  T. 

Healy,  T.  M.  Shaw,  T. 

Hooper^  J.  Sheehan,  J.  D. 

Honter,  W.  A.  Smith,  S. 

Jacoby,  J.  A.  Stack,  J. 

Jbioeyy  J*  Stanhope,  hon.  P.  J. 

Kennedy,  E.  J.  Stansfeld,  rt.  hon.  J. 

Kenny,  O.  S.  Stevenson,  F.  S. 

Lalor,  B.  Sullivan,  D. 

Lawaoiiy  Sir  W.  Summers,  W. 

Lawson.  H.  L.  W.  Swinburne,  Sir  J. 

I^eake,  'EL.  Tuite,  J. 
I«ef erre,  rt.  hn.G.  J.  S.    Wallaoe,  R. 


Warmington,  C.  M. 
Wayman,  T. 
Williams,  A.  J. 


TELLERS. 

Biggar,  J.  G. 
SheQ,E. 


Question  put. 

"  That  the  words,  '  Provided,  that  where  an 
order  has  been  made  under  this  section,  and 
the  place  of  trial  is  changed  accordingly,  the 
trial  shall  not  be  held  for  at  least  ten  days 
after  such  order  shall  have  been  served  on  each 
defendant,'  be  there  inserted." 

The  Oommittee  divided: — Ayes  152; 
Noes  258:  Majority  106.— (Div.  List, 
No.  208.)  [11.45  p.m.] 

Mb.  J.  F.  X.  O'BRIEN  (Mayo,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  say,  Sir,  that  I  did  not  bear 
the  Question  put,  and  voted,  accidentally, 
in  the  wrong  Lobby. 

TbeOHAIEMAN:  The  mistake  can- 
not be  rectified  now,  as  the  numbers 
have  been  announced  at  the  Table  by 
the  Tellers. 

Dk.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  I  beg  to 
move  that  you  do  report  Progress,  Sir, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.  I  do  this  in 
order  that  we  may  hear  from  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  intends 
to  take  to-night  the  proposed  Mail  Con* 
tract  with  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Steamship  Company. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  wish  to  say  that,  un- 
less any  hon.  Member  objects  to  the 
proposal,  I  understand  that  it  will  be 
for  the  convenience  of  the  House  gene- 
rally that  the  discussion  of  the  proposed 
India-China  Mail  Contracts  be  postponed 
until  Monday  week. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  whe- 
ther he  intends  to  take  the  Customs  and 
Inland  Revenue  Bill  to-night  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN:  There  is  no 
Question  before  the  Committee.  The 
Question  has  not  been  put. 

Db.  CLARK :  I  will  withdraw  the 
Motion. 

Several  hon.  Membebs  :  No,  no ! 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Dr, 
Clark.) 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  ask  the  rifirht 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  intends  to 
take  the  Customs  and  Inland  Revenue 
Bill  to-night,  as  it  is  the  intention  of 
some  of  my  hon.  Friends  to  discuss  the 
tobacco  question  as  affecting  Ireland, 
and  also  the  question  of  the  idlocation  of 
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£50,000  for  arterial  drainage,  which 
.we  have  reason  to  look  upon  as  a  gross 
job? 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.) :  May  I  ask  whether  the  Go- 
yemment  have  come  to  any  decision  as 
to  the  point  raised  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Sitting — namely,  as  to  whe- 
ther they  intend  to  make  progress  to- 
night with  the  Coal  Mines  Regulation 
Bill? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Qoschen)  (St.  George's, 
HanoTer  Square) :  I  would  propose  that 
we  make  progress  with  the  Customs 
and  Liland  Revenue  Bill  to-night  if  we 
reach  it  at  anything  like  a  reasonable 
hour.  The  question  the  hon.  Member 
opposite  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  refers  to — 
namely,  the  allocation  of  £50,000  to 
arterial  drainage  in  Ireland — has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  Customs  and  Inland  Re- 
venue Bill. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  May  I  ask  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  considers  a 
"  reasonable  time  "  ?  According  to 
their  proposed  new  Rules,  the  Govern- 
ment seem  to  think  half-past  12  a  rea- 
sonable hour  for  relinquishing  Business 
for  the  night.  I  do  not  know  whether 
reasonableness  is  to  change  according  to 
the  time  of  the  year. 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  There  does  not 
seem  to  me  any  reason  why  the  Com- 
mittee should  not  arrive  at  a  decision  on 
the  sub-section  immediately.  If  it  does, 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  will  then  make  a  state- 
ment with  reference  to  Sub-section  2. 
After  that  we  shall  immediately  report 
Progress,  and  the  Customs  and  Inland 
Revenue  Bill  may  then  be  taken. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT(Derby ): 
That  seems  a  very  reasonable  course.  If 
we  decide  on  the  sub-section  before  the 
Committee,  the  Government  will  state 
what  course  they  intend  to  take  with 
Sub-section  2. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  It  is  not  a  rea- 
sonable thing  to  take  the  Customs  and 
Inland  Revenue  Bill  to-night.  It  would 
be  an  unfortunate  thing  to  take  it  at 
this  late  hour  of  the  night  (12.10)  in 
view  of  the  important  considerations  to 
be  raised.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  says 
that  the  question  of  the  allocation  of 
this  £50,000  will  not  arise  under  that 
Bill.  I  do  not  know  what  decision  the 
Chair  will  give  on  the  x)oint,  but  the 

Mr.  T.  if.  Healy 


question  certainly  seems  to  me  relevant 
seeing  that  it  is  proposed  to  allocate  this 
money  out  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer's surplus. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  The 
question  I  put  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  no  reference  to  the  Custoou 
and  Inland  Revenue  Bill,  but  was  with 
regard  to  a  subject  which  interests  a 
large  number  of  people  inside  and  out- 
side this  House — namely,  the  Coal 
Mines  Regulation  Bill.  The  intentions 
of  the  Government  respecting  this  mea- 
sure are  not  known,  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  hon.  Members  have  remained 
here  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  as  to  the 
course  that  is  to  be  taken  upon  it  to- 
night. I  want  some  kind  of  definite 
announcement  as  to  when  the  Bill  is 
likely  .to  be  brought  forward. 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  EarHer  in  the 
evening  I  stated  that  the  Coal  Mines 
Regulation  Bill  was  to  be  taken,  if  it  was 
agreeable  to  hon.  Gentlemen  represent- 
ing constituencies  interested  in  coal 
mines,  between  half -past  11  and  12 
o'clock.  Early  in  the  evening — shortly 
after  that  announcement  was  made — ^I 
received  a  communication  from  those 
Gentlemen  to  the  effect  that  it  would 
not  be  agpreeable  to  them  that  the  Bill 
should  be  tciken  at  that  hour.  I  yielded 
to  the  representation  then  made,  and  an- 
nounced,through  the  customary  channels, 
that  the  Bill  would  not  be  taken  this 
evening.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say 
when  the  Bill  will  be  taken.  I  am 
anxious  to  make  an  arrangement  for  it 
to  come  on,  however,  and  it  will  be  taken 
on  the  first  convenient  opportunity. 

Mb.  BURT  (Morpeth) :  I  would  ap- 
peal to  the  Government  to  fix  a  time 
that  will  afford  an  opportunity  for  the 
discussion  of  this  Bill,  seeing  that  it 
involves  the  interests  of  500,000  of  the 
population  of  this  country — and  not  only 
their  interests,  but  their  lives.  It  wiU 
be  exceedingly  inconvenient  to  have  it 
put  down  at  times  when  there  is  no 
opportunity  of  reaching  it  and  having  it 
discussed. 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  am  not  re- 
sponsible for  the  inconvenience  that  ia 
spoken  of.  The  hon.  Member  will  bear 
me  out  that  I  have  made  repeated  state- 
ments in  this  House  and  to  him,  on  the 
subject,  and  I  have  his  letter  stating 
that  it  would  not  be  agreeable  to  hinMelf 
and  his  Colleagues  that  this  Bill  should 
betaken  after  half* past  11  o'clock.    I 


1529 


Criminal  Law 


{June  9,  1887}     Am$ndmnt {^Ireland)  BUI    1530 


am  not  now  able  to  state  the  day  on 
whioh  it  will  be  possible  to  take  it  at  an 
earlier  hour. 

Mr.  AETHUR  O'CONNOR :  If  hon. 
Members  only  knew  the  thinness  of  the 
thread  by  which  the  lives  of  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  these  men 

The  chairman  :  This  discussion, 
however  interesting,  is  not  relevant  to 
the  Motion  to  report  Progress. 

Mr. ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  I  would 
ask  the  Government  whether  they  think 
it  more  important  to  destroy  the  liber- 
ties of  the  subjects  of  the  Queen—  [/n- 
terrupiion,'] 

The  chairman  :  Order,  order  ! 
Does  the  hon.  Member  for  Caithness 
wish  to  withdraw  the  Motion  ? 

Db.  CLARK :  Yes,  Sir. 

Motion,  by  leave,  toithdraum. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
beg  to  move  in  page  3,  line  37,  after 
"had"  to  insert — 

"  Provided  that  the  Court  may,  in  any  proper 
case,  award  any  defendant  his  costs  of  any  pro- 
ceedings under  this  section." 

I  trust  the  Government  will  see  their 
way  to  accept  this  Amendment.  They 
have  already  accepted  its  principle,  and 
have  provided  that  when  a  change  of 
venue  takes  place  the  Crown  shall  pay 
the  cost  of  that  change.  They  have 
limited  the  prox>osal,  as  I  understand  it, 
to  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the 
defendant's  witnesses  and  the  expenses 
incurred  if  there  is  a  subsequent  trial. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  3,  line  37,  after  ''had,"  to  insert 
the  words,  "  Provided  that  the  Court  may  in 
any  proper  case  award  any  defendant  his  costs 
of  an^  proceedings  under  this  8ection."^ifr. 
Maurue  Eealy.) 

Question  proposed, ''That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  will  endeavour  to  make  the 
matter  clear  on  Report,  so  as  to  provide 
that  if  a  defendant  succeeds  in  his  ap- 
plication he  will  be  entitled  to  costs. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY :  I  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man to  consider  whether  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  accept  the  Amendment  in  its 
present  form,  and  to  give  the  Court 
power  to  aUow  the  defendant  his  costs, 
even  if  the  decision  is  against  him,  if 
the  Court  thought  he  had  a  reasonable 
case. 


Mr.  HOLMES:  I  have  said  that  I 
propose  to  deal  with  the  matter  on  Re- 
port. I  will  endeavour  to  amend  the 
Bill  in  this  respect  to  some  extent,  but  I 
cannot  undertake  to  go  so  far  as  the 
hon.  Member  suggests. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  tcithdrawn. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 

I  now   move  the    Amendment    which 

stands  in  the  name  of  my  hon.  Friend 

the  Member  for  South  Kilkenny  (Mr. 

Chance)  to  insert  after  ''had"  in  line 

37— 

*' Provided,  that  an  order  made  under  this 
section  may  be  appealed  from  to  Her  Majesty's 
Court  of  Appeal,  which  shall  have  jurisdiction 
to  hear  such  appeal,  and  to  confirm,  vary,  or  re- 
verse such  order  as  may  seem  just.'' 

When  we  remember  the  case  of  Father 
Keller  we  see  how  desirable  it  is  to  have 
an  appeal  in  these  matters.  The  public 
generally  have  confidence  in  the  Court 
of  Appeal  in  Ireland,  and  I  trust  the 
Government  will  not  allow  men  to  be 
deprived  of  their  liberty — to  have  their 
lives  and  liberties  imperilled — under 
this  section  without  giving  them  an  ap- , 
peal  in  the  matter. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  3,  line  37,  after  "had,"  to  insert  the 
words — **  Provided,that  on  order  made  under  ttaa 
section  may  he  appealed  from  to  Her  Majesty's 
Court  of  Appeal,  which  shall  have  jurisdiction 
to  hear  such  appeal,  and  to  confirm,  vary,  or  re- 
verse such  order  as  may  seem  just. — {Mr.  T.  M, 
Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  ATTOENEY  GENEEAL  fob 
lEELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  The  Government  cannot  accept 
this  Amendment.  It  would  be  absurd 
to  allow  an  appeal  on  a  mere  exercise  of 
discretion  on  the  part  of  the  High  Court. 
No  appeal  was  given  in  criminal  cases 
in  the  Judicature  Act  of  1873,  though 
a  similar  provision  was  inserted  in  the 
Irish  Judicature  Act ;  but  if  this  Amend  - 
ment  were  accepted  there  is  little  doubt 
that  advantage  would  be  taken  of  it  in 
every  case,  if  .only  toprocure  delay. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Does  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  mean  to  say 
that  the  discretion  of  partizan  Judges 
should  not  be  overruled  by  giving  an 
appeal  to  independent  men?  We  all 
know  that  the  Judges  of  the  Court 

The  CHAIEMAN:  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  has  been  frequently 
told  that  he  must  not  attack  the  Judges 
as  he  is  now  doing.  There  is  a  Constitu- 
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tional  method  of  calling  the  aotion  of 
these  officials  inquestion. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Some  of  the 
Judges  to  whom  I  was  referring  are  dead 
and  gone,  and  my  attack  would  not  do 
them  much  harm.  One  of  them  is  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  no  attack  could 
reach  him.  The  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment  has  been  for  the  G-overnment  to 
put  political  partizans  into  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench,  so  as  to  form  a  Oourt  on 
which  they  can  rely.  We  propose  that 
there  should  be  an  appeal  from  this 
Oourt  to  one  that  has  been  reasonably 
constituted — ^namely,  the  Oourt  of  Ap- 
peal in  Ireland.  The  Government  seem 
to  think  that  the  Oourt  of  Queen's 
Bench  and  the  Oourt  of  Appeal  are 
equally  deserving  of  being  incensed  by 
this  House ;  but  our  preference  for  the 
Oourt  of  Appeal  ought  not  to  be  ofiPensive 
to  the  Queen's  Bench  Division,  seeing 
that  the  gentlemen  in  the  Oourt  of  Ap- 
pe^  have  much  higher  salaries,  and 
from  their  position  are  entitled  to  much 
more  respect.  I  think  it  most  unreason- 
able for  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman to  refer  to  what  was  done  in  the 
Judicature  Act.  That  Act  was  passed 
before  the  franchise  had  been  extended, 
and  when  you  had  representing  Ireland 
in  this  House  a  corrupt  Party  who 
looked  after  their  own  interests  more 
than  anybody  else's  and  were  always  on 
the  watch  for  jobs.  That  Party  did  not 
object  to  the  constitution  of  this  Oourt, 
but  the  Party  now  representing  Ireland 
do  object  to  it.  If  we  had  a  Judicature 
Act  Uke  that  referred  to  to  pass  again 
we  should  fight  it  tooth  and  nail.  I  say 
in  1873  the  Irish  people  were  not  repre- 
sented as  they  are  now.  That  period 
was  the  dark  ages  as  compared  with  the 
present  time,  so  far  as  the  representation 
of  Ireland  in  this  House  is  concerned. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  In  a  cer- 
tain well  known  case — that  of  Oanon 
Keller,  of  Youghal  —  the  defendant 
would  have  been  kept  in  prison  to  this 
moment  if  it  had  not  been  for  an  appeal 
to  the  Oourt  of  Appeal  in  Dublin.  Oanon 
Keller's  imprisonment  was  illegal ;  but 
the  Oourt  of  Queen's  Bench  held  it  to 
be  perfectly  legal.  The  Oourt  of  Appecd 
decided  against  the  Oourt  of  Queen's 
Bench  by  a  majority  of  3  to  1.  That 
being  an  example — a  recent  example — 
of  the  untrustworthiness  of  the  partizan 
Oourt,  I  think  it  hardly  decent  for  the 
Government  to  resist  us  in  this  matter. 

The  Chairman 


We  are  entitled,  under  the  circumstances, 
to  say  that  they  resist  our  attempt  to 
secure  this  appeal  because  they  know 
they  are  secure  under  present  arrange- 
ments, and  that  the  Oourt  of  Queen's 
Bench  will  not  oppose  the  wish  of  the 
Executive. 

Mr.  MAUEIOE  HEALY  (Oork) :  I 
would  ask  English  legal  Gentlemen  to 
bear  in  mind  what  it  is  the  Gk>vemment 
have  done  in  this  matter.  If  I  bring  an 
action  for  £20  in  one  of  the  Superior 
Oourts,  and  lay  the  venue  in  any  part 
of  Ireland,  any  party  to  that  action  can 
apply  to  have  the  venue  changed ;  but 
the  Government  have  now  decided  that 
in  a  case  where  a  man  is  tried  for  his 
life,  and  the  Government  lay  the  venue  in 
a  particular  place,  if  the  prisoner  objects 
to  that  venue,  and  appeals  to  the  Oourt 
of  Queen's  Bench,  and  the  Oourt  of 
Queen's  Bench  refuses  to  hear  him,  he 
is  not  to  have  an  appeal  from  their  de- 
cision in  a  matter  that  may  affect  his 
life,  and  must  affect  his  liberty.  I  can- 
not conceive  anything  more  monstrous 
than  that.  In  the  smallest  and  most 
trumpery  action  you  can  have  an  appeal, 
and  it  is  most  monstrous  for  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  tell  us 
that  you  cannot  have  an  irppeal  aminst 
the  ** discretion"  of  the  Court.  I  say 
it  is  not  a  matter  of  discretion.  It  is  a 
question  of  fact  in  itself.  The  Court 
has  to  decide  whether  it  is  or  is  not  a 
fact  that  the  venue  to  which  the  trial  is 
to  be  changed  is  of  such  a  character  that 
you  can  get  a  more  fair  and  impartial 
trial  there  than  in  the  place  where  the 
venue  would  be  ordinarily  laid.  That  is 
an  allegation  of  fact  to  be  decided,  and 
it  is  perfectly  idle  and  monstrous  to  say 
that  this  is  merely  a  matter  of  discretion. 
There  are  appeals  every  day  on  this 
question  of  venue  in  dvU  cases,  and  no 
one  has  ever  pretended  that  in  dvil 
actions  it  is  a  question  for  the  disoretion 
of  the  Oourt.  The  Oourt  is  trying  an 
ordinary  motion,  on  which  it  is  to  come 
to  a  conclusion  on  the  evidence  placed 
before  it — not  oral  evidence,  but  eri- 
dence  contained  in  affidavits.  I  dlid 
think  that  this  was  a  point  on  which  we 
might  expect  a  favourable  hearing.  X 
do  not  desire  to  make  any  attack  on  tiie 
Oourt  of  Queen's  Bench ;  but  Members 
on  all  sides  must  be  aware  of  this  fact 
— that  the  Oourt  of  Queen's  Bench  is  so 
constituted  that  the  Irish  people  have 
not— rightly  or  wrongly— confidence  in 
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it.  That  has  been  declared  in  this 
House  over  and  over  again.  Their  par- 
tiality and  their  decisions  have  been  fre- 
quently attacked;  and  as  to  cases  in 
which  an  appeal  has  been  taken  from 
tiieir  decisions  on  politiccd  matters,  those 
decisions  have  been  over  and  over  again 
reversed.  The  Court  consists  of  four 
political  Judges,  and  it  is  simply  atro- 
cious to  say  that  on  a  matter  in  which 
the  life  of  a  prisoner  may  be  concerned 
there  should  be  no  power  of  appeal. 
After  such  a  decision  as  that  we  may 
expect  anything  of  the  Government. 

Mb.    MAO    NEILL  (Donegal,  S.)  : 
The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  op- 
poses this  Amendment,  because  he  says 
it  is  a  matter  for  the  discretion  of  the 
Court,  and  it  is  not  usual  on  such  ques- 
tions that  there  should  be  a  power  of 
appeal.    Well,  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
House  to  look  at  the  process  by  which 
this  change  of  venue  is  brought  about. 
It  is  brought,  in  the  first  instance,  before 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  him- 
self, and  it  is  a  matter  for  his  discretion, 
as  an  Officer  of  the  Crown,  und  the 
Member  of  a  political  Executive,  to  say, 
without  any  evidence,  and  on  his  simple 
certificate,  that  the  venue  ought  to  be 
changed.    But  then,  if  the  defendant 
wishes  to  question  this  decision,  he  may 
bring  evidence  before  the  Court,  so  that 
the  question  for  the  Court  to  decide  is  a 
question  of  fact.    Now,  by  an  insidious 
provision  of  this  Bill — all  through  it — 
the  Court  is  called  the  High  Court  of 
Justice  in  Ireland.    Now,  we  look  to  the 
Judicature  (Ireland)  Act,  and  we  find  that 
the  High  Court  for  criminal  matters  does 
not  consist  of  one  or  all  of  the  Judges 
of    the  Supreme  Court  in  Ireland;  it 
ooDBiBts,  and  can  consist,   only  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Queen's  Bench  Division. 
Therefore,  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  is 
the  tribunal  before  which  alone  these 
cases  can  be  decided.    If  it  is  true  that 
the  Queen's  Bench  is  a  political  Court — 
I  say   nothing  whatever  about  that — 
what  is  more  reasonable — ^having  regard 
to  the  case  of  the  Bev.  Father  Keller, 
who,  if  there  had  been  no  appeal  from 
the  Judge  in  Bankruptcy,  would  have 
been  in  prison  at  this  moment  for  con- 
tempt of  Court — ^than  that  there  should 
be  the  right  of  appeal  on  this  question  of 
Tenue   to  the  Court  of  Appeal  ?    The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solici- 
tor Q^n^ral  fp?  England  well  knows 


that  the  Criminal  Code  Bill — the  pre- 
amble of  which  said  that  it  was  ex- 
pedient that  there  should  be  equal 
justice  for  England  and  Ireland — laid  it 
down  as  an  essential  principle  of  criminal 
jurisprudence  that  there  should  be  a 
right  of  appeal.  That  shows  the  ten- 
dency of  criminal  legislation  in  this 
matter,  and  will  you  deny  to  carry  out 
that  principle  now  that  you  are  passing 
an  amendment  of  the  Irish  Criminal 
Law  which  is  intended  to  be  perpetual  ? 
Without  this  Amendment  the  safeguards 
in  this  clause  are  quite  illusory.  The 
Court  has  no  discretion  whatever.  They 
are  presented  to  the  gaze  of  the  English 
people  as  acting  judicially,  while  really 
they  are  mere  puppets  of  the  political 
agents  of  Dublin  Castle. 

Question  put. 

The  Committe  divided: — ^Ayes  133; 
Noes  236:  Majority  103.— (Div.  List, 
No.  209.)  [12.40  A.M.] 

The  CHIEF  SECEETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfotjb)  (Manches- 
ter, E.) :  I  rise,  Sir,  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  the  omission  of  the  2nd  sub- 
section of  this  clause.  There  is  an 
Amendment  on  the  Paper  standing  in 
the  name  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Central  Hull  (Mr.  H.  S.  King) ;  but 
it  is,  probably,  for  the  convenience  of 
the  Committee  that  I  should  move  it 
myself,  and  take  this  opportunity  of 
stating  to  the  House  the  views  of  the 
Government  on  the  subject.  Sir,  the 
reasons  which  induced  the  Government 
originally  to  introduce  this  sub-section 
are  not  light  ones.  I  do  not  propose  to 
enumerate  them  at  length  now.  They 
are  stated  briefly  in  the  preamble  of 
this  clause.  They  may  be  summarized 
by  saying  that  if  we  left  the  measure 
which  we  proposed  to  Parliament,  with- 
out some  conditions  of  this  sort,  too 
great  a  strain  would  be  put  on  the  jury 
system  of  Ireland.  I  shall  not  stop  now 
to  defend  that  proposition,  because,  as 
I  will  explain  to  the  Committee  in  a  few 
moments,  there  will  be  another  oppor- 
tunity on  which  I  shall  be  able  to  lay 
the  views  of  the  Government  at  greater 
length  before  the  Committee,  and  in  a 
manner  which,  I  am  sure,  will  convince 
all  impartial  persons  that  a  strong  case 
exists  for  introducing  some  machinery  of 
this  or  an  analogous  kind.  But,  Sir, 
whilst  we  adhere  to  these  reasons,  whilst 
we  still  think  those  reasons  are  sound, 
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and  whilst  we  are  still  of  opinion  that 
any  measure  for  improving  the  legal 
machinery  of  Ireland  would  be  incom- 
plete without  something  of  the  kind, 
we  cannot  blind  ourselves  to  the  fact 
that  a  large  body  of  opinion — enter- 
tained by  Gentlemen  who  agree  entirely 
with  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment— entertained  not  only  by  Gen- 
tlemen on  this  side  of  the  House,  but 
also  by  some  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House — exists  to  a  degree  which  it  is 
impossible  for  us  to  ignore.    I  observe, 
for  instance,    that  there  are    Amend- 
ments on  the  Paper  in  the  name  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Islington  (Sir 
Albert  RoUit),  the  hon.    Member    for 
South  Northamptonshire  (Sir  Rainald 
Knightley),  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Blackpool  Division  of  North  Lancashire 
(Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley),  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Salford  (Mr. 
Howorth),  similar  to  that  which  I  am 
now  moving ;  whilst  other  Amendments 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House,  and  to 
a  similar  import,  are  on  the  Paper.     Of 
course,  we  always  were  aware  that  ob- 
jections— very  strong  objections — might 
reasonably  be  urged  against  the  propo- 
sitions we  put  before  the  House.    We 
were  aware,  for  instance,  that  some  very 
high  authorities  thought  that  a  very 
grave  objection  to  the  change  of  venue 
to  England  might  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  the  Criminal  Law  of  Ireland  is 
embodied  in  a  different  series  of  Statutes 
to  that  of  England.    But  besides  that 
objection — which  some  might  call  tech- 
nical— there  is  a  large  body  of  objec- 
tions —  which  I  will    not    call  senti- 
mental, because  that  implies  blame,  but 
which,  at  all  events,  are  founded  chiefly 
upon  sentiment — with  respect  to  which  I 
quite  admit  that  objections  so  founded 
may,  under  certain  circunistances,  de- 
serve and  command  very  great  respect. 
We  thought   that,   great  as  was  the 
weight  to  be  attached  to  these  objec- 
tions, an  expedient  that  did  preserve 
the    reality  of    the   jury  system,   and 
which,  even  in  the  opinion  of  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen  below  the  Gangway  opposite, 
preserved  that  system  better  than  the 
other  parts  of  our  Bill — for  they  have, 
over  and  over  again,  declared  that  they 
would  rather  be  tried  by  an  Old  Bailey 
jury  than  by  a  special  jury  empannelled 
from  Counfjr  Dublin — was  worthy  the 
consideration  of  the  House.    But,  Sir, 
BO  long  as  the  end  we  desire  to  attain  is 

Mr»  A,  J»  Balfour 


reached  we  do  not  desire — [An  hon. 
Member  from  the  Opposition  Benches 
below  the  Gangway :  The  end  justifies 
the  means.] — we  do  not  desire  to  show 
ourselves  obstinate  as  to  the  means  by 
which  it  is  to  be  reached.     Therefore, 
Sir,  the  Government  are  of  opinion  that, 
on  the  whole,  it  would  be  a  wise  and  a 
prudent  course  for  them  to  abandon  the 
change  of  venue  to  England,  and  to 
substitute  for  it  a  Commission  of  Judges, 
which  has,  at  all  events,  the  advantage 
of  having  to  some  extent  and  in  a  cer- 
tain manner  in  its  favour  the  precedent 
set  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby  (Sir  William  Har- 
court)  in   1882.     I  do  not  propose  to 
argue  that  question  now.     What  I  have 
to  propose  to  the  House  is  the  method 
by  which  the  Government    intend  to 
carry  out  that  which  is  their  intention 
on  this  point.    There  are  three  possible 
courses    open    to   us.     We    might,  of 
course,  introduce  Amendments  embody- 
ing our  proposals  to  this  part  of  the 
Bill  as  an  Amendment  to  this  clause ; 
but  the  objection  to  that  would  be,  if  on 
no  other  ground,  that  a  proposal  of  this 
sort  ought  not  to  be  sprung  upon  the 
Committee  at  such  a  short  notice.    There 
are  other  objections,  so,  without  a  word 
of  argument,  I  may  dismiss  that  part 
of  the  question.     The    second  course 
would  be  to  put  at  the  end  of  the  Bill 
the  clauses  which  would  be  found  neces- 
sary to  carry  our  proposal  into  eflfect. 
In  1882  the  clauses  by  which  the  Special 
Commission  of  Judges  were  created  took 
up,  I  think,  about  live  or  six  pages  of 
that  Bill;  and  if  we  were  to  embody 
them  in  this  measure  we  should  increase 
its  bulk  by  about  one-half.     Coming, 
therefore,  at  the  end  of  this  Bill,  their 
introduction  would,  undoubtedly,  greatly 
prolong  our  debates;  and  as  this  pro- 
posal was  not  mentioned  to  the  Honse 
on    the    second   reading — though    the 
grounds  for  it  were — and  as  this  is  the 
first  time    the   Government   have   an- 
nounced their  intention  of  carrying  this 
plan  into  effect,  and  as,  moreover,  we 
hope  the  remaining  clauses  of  the  Bill 
will  not  take  any  very  long  time  to  dis- 
pose of,  we  are  of  opinion,  for  all  these 
reasons,  that  great  and  weighty  objec- 
tions may  be  urged  against  our  intro- 
ducing at  the  end  of  the  Bill  the  neces- 
sary machinery  to  carry  out  our  scheme. 
We  therefore   propose,  Sir,  simply  to 
drop  the  2nd  sub-section  and  all   the 
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consequential  portions  of  the  Bill  whicli 
may  follow;  to  carry  the  Bill  without 
this  portion,  and,  without  any  further 
delay,  to  introduce  a  second  Bill  em- 
bodying this  proposal  for  a  Oommission 
to  which  I  have  referred. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3, 
line  38,  to  leave  out  sub-section  (2). — 
(^Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.) 

Question  proposed, 

"  That  the  words—*  (2.)  When  the  crime 
committed  as  aforesaid  within  a  proclaimed  dis- 
trict with  which  the  defendant  is  charged  is— 

(a.)  Murder  or  manslaughter ; 

(b.)  Attempt  to  murder; 

(c.)  Aggravated  crime  of  violence  against 
the  person ; 

(d.)  Arson  by  statute  or  common  law  ; 

(e.)  Breaking  into,  firing  at  or,'  stand  part 
of  the  Clause." 

SiBWILLIAMHAECOURT(Derby): 
I  cannot  congratulate  the  Qovernment 
upon  the  method  they  have  devised  for 
saving  the  time  of  Parliament.     Here  is 
a  proposal  introduced  by  the  Govern- 
ment— introduced    by  the    right    hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land   (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)   with  great 
pomp  as  a  scheme  which  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  pacification  of  Ireland, 
a  scheme  such,  as  he  told  us  just  now, 
necessitated  the  unusual  course   of   a 
apecial  preamble  to  this  particular  clause 
— it  was  in  order  to  cover  this  particular 
proposition  he  said  this  preamble  was 
introduced,  this  preamble  that  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  for  the 
greater  part  of  yesterday — and  now,  for 
the  first  time  after  the  Bill  has  been 
before  the  House  for  many  weeks,  they 
have  discovered  that  this  proposal  is  so 
preposterous,   so  ridiculous,   that  they 
cannot  face  the  condemnation  of  it  which 
stands  recorded  on  this  Paper  from  every 
quarter  of  the  House,  including  their  own 
supporters  who  sit  there  and  their  own 
supporters  who  sit  here.    Why,  every- 
body knew  how  preposterous  it  was  from 
tbe  very  moment  the  Bill  was  first  seen. 
I  remember  very  well  that  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  I  declined  altogether 
to  discuss  it  as  a  serious  proposal.    I 
said  it  was  so  ridiculous,  so  monstrous, 
on  the  face  of  it,  that  the  Government 
iv>ould  not  dare  to  carry  it,  and  even  if 
they  carried  it  they  would  not  dare  to 
act  upon  it,  and  that  was  apparent  to 
every  man  of  common  sensein  the  coun- 
try who  does  not  happen  to  sit  on  that 
Sench.    And  here,  on  the  9th  of  June, 

VOL.  CCOXV.    [thi^d  series.] 


the  announcement  is  made  that  it  would 
be  wise  and  prudent,  in  face  of  this  uni- 
versal condemnation  of  their  proposal,  to 
drop  it.  They  arrive  at  this  after  ma- 
ture deliberation  on  a  scheme  they  have 
claimed  as  entirely  their  own.  But  it  is 
a  proposal  for  which  they  cannot  claim 
the  originality.  There  is  a  precedent  for 
it  in  one  of  the  most  disgraceful  periods 
of  our  history ;  it  is  stolen  from  the  policy 
of  the  Government  of  Lord  North — ^which 
lost  us  the  American  Colonies.  It  was  a 
disgraceful,  discreditable  proposal,  which 
you  will  find  condemned  by  the  great 
oratory  of  Burke  in  that  immortal  speech 
on  the  conciliation  of  America — a  pro- 
posal to  bring  Colonials  from  America  to 
try  them  in  London.  Having  the  whole 
scope  of  English  history  to  choose  from, 
this  is  the  example  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment deliberately  introduced  into 
their  Bill.  But  I  need  not  dwell  on  this 
capital  article  of  their  Bill.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  universal  disapprobation 
it  has  met  with,  what  are  they  going  to 
do?  To  substitute  another  proposal, 
and  a  proposal  in  the  Act  of  1882,  which 
they  now  find  was  a  more  sensible  pro- 
posal than  their  own. 

Mr.  a.  J.  B  ALFOUE :  I  did  not  say 
so. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOUET :  Then 
I  have  failed  to  understand  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  He  referred  specially 
to  the  Act  of  1882.  It  would  seem  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  so  little 
acquainted  himself  with  his  own  policy 
that  he  has  hardly  explained  his  new  plan 
to  the  Committee  to  his  own  satisfaction. 
If  it  is  not  to  be  a  Commission  of  Judges, 
as  in  the  Act  of  1882,  what  is  it  to  be  ? 
He  certainly  has  failed  to  explain  it  to 
the  Committee.  Well,  however  it  be, 
what  is  the  proposal  that  is  to  save  the 
time  of  Parliament?  You  have  had 
your  first  reading  debate,  your  second 
reading  debate,  and  your  debate  on  the 
stage  of  going  into  Committee  on  this 
Bill,  and  what  you  propose  to  do  now  is 
not  to  introduce  an  alternative  proposal 
into  this  measure,  but  to  have  a  new 
first  reading,  and  a  second  reading,  and 
a  going  into  Committee  debate,  upon  a 
supplementary  Coercion  Bill.  Such  a 
proposal  is  wantonly,  deliberately  made 
to  waste  the  time  of  Parliament.  You 
*^  live  and  move  and  have  your  being  " 
so  entirely  on  coercion  that  it  seems  you 
think  that  if  you  part  with  this  measure 
you  would  be  unfortimately  compelled  to 
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introduce  some  other  measures  of  an- 
other kind,  and  this  would  be  so  alien  to 
your  character,  so  inconsistent  with  your 
political  position,  that  you  must  always 
keep  a  Coercion  Bill  before  the  House, 
for  this  is  the  fundamental  basis — the 
universal  cement — which  keeps  together 
all    sections    of   the   Unionist    Party. 
Therefore,  when,  on  the  17th  June  or 
some  other  day,   you   have   got  rid  of 
Coercion  Bill  No.  1,  you  will  have  ready 
a  fresh  Coercion  Bill  No.  2,  which  will 
last  a  month  or  two  longer.    Then  you 
will  find    out    that   some   proposal  in 
Coercion   Bill  No.   2  is  so  ridiculous 
that  you  cannot  maintain  it,  and  then 
you   will  have    Coercion  Bill    No.   3. 
And  so  this   G-ovemment  of  Coercion 
will  have  its  properly  arranged  set  of 
courses — a  first  course,  a  second  course, 
and  a  third  course.    This  is  the  pabu- 
lum on  which  alone  you  live  and  act,  on 
which  alone  you  can  go  on.    Is  there  a 
man  in  the  country  who  does  not  see 
through  this  scheme  ?    You  know  that 
the    moment    the  Coercion    discussion 
ceases  you  will  get  into   inextricable 
difficulties.    You  have  told  us  of  your 
remedial  measures.    Well,  in  ''  another 
place,"  where  you  have  it  all  your  own 
way,  where  you   have  no  obstruction 
but  what  comes  from  your  own  Party, 
you  cannot  get  along  with  your  remedial 
measures  there.    If  that  be  so,  if  your 
remedial  measures  involve  you  in  such 
enormous   difficulties,  it  is  a  case  of 
keeping  coercion  going  as  long  as  you 
can.      Under  these    circumstances,    it 
seems  the  proposal  you  have  announced 
to-night    to    terminate    Coercion    Bill 
No.  1  is  quite  immaterial,  for  when  you 
terminate  that,  then  at  once  you  begin 
Coercion  Bill  No.  2.    I  treat  the  pro- 
posal as  a  distinct  sham  to  proviae  a 
cry  that  you  have  done  this  to  get  on 
with  Business,  when  you  are  obliged, 
after  all,  to  have  recourse  to   such  a 
clumsy  device  as  this  to  prevent  any 
Business  at  all  being  done. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  am  sure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  to  be  congratulated 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
rose  in  his  place,  and  said:  I  rise  to 
Order,  Mr.  Courtney,  and  I  claim  to 
move,  ''  That  the  Question  be  now  put.'' 

Question  put  accordingly,  ''  That  the 
Question  be  now  put,"  and  agreed  to. 

Sir  Wilfiam  Baroourt 


Question, 

"That  the  words  (2.)  When  the  crime  com- 
mitted as  aforesaid  within  a  proclaimed  district 
with  which  the  defendant  is  charg^  i8«> 

(a.)  Murder  or  roanslaaghter ; 
(h.)  Attempt  to  morder; 
(c.)  Aggravated  crime  of  violence  against  the 
person; 

(d.)  Arson  by  statute  or  common  law ; 

(e.)  Breaking  into,  firing  at  or,'  stand  part 
of  the  Clause," 

— ^put,  and  negatived. 
Words  omitted. 

The  chairman  :  There  now  re- 
mains one  more  Amendment  to  the 
clause  (81  A)  capable  of  being  put. 

Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottingham, 
Bushcliffe)  :  The  first  part  of  my 
Amendment  being  out  of  Order,  I  move 
only  the  second  part.  As  it  is  precisely 
the  same  Proviso  as  was  agreed  to  by 
the  Government  earlier  in  the  discus- 
sions on  the  Bill  I  think  I  need  not 
detain  the  Committee,  and  presume  that 
it  will  be  accepted. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  add,  at  the  end  of  the  Clause,  the  words^ 
^*  There  shall  he  published  quarterly  in  the 
Dublin  Ghazette  a  return  showing : 

The  number  of  orders  made  during  the 
preceding  quarter  for  change  of  the 
place  of  tnal,  the  date  of  each  such 
order,  the  places  from  and  to  wUch  the 
change  has  been  made  by  such  order, 
with  the  names  of  the  defendant  or  de- 
fendants, and  the  crime  charged  against 
him  or  them."— (ifr.  John  £Uit.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That those  ^ords 
be  there  added." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
RiuHABD  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight): 
The  Government  cannot  accept  this 
Amendment.  The  reasons  given  for 
publishing  a  Return  of  the  names  of 
persons  who  might  be  committed  under 
the  preliminary  inquiry  do  not  apply 
to  the  proceed,  ngs  under  Clause  4. 
These  proceedings  are  of  a  pubho 
official  character ;  there  will  be  an  in- 
dictment and  the  fiat  of  the  Attorney 
General ;  and  if  there  be  any  appeal  to 
the  Court  it  will  be  publidy  made. 
But,  first  of  all,  a  trial  must  take  place 
publicly;  and  it  will  be  perfectly  well 
known  in  the  usual  way  where  and 
when  the  offence  was  committed » 
the  evidence  will  be  published  in  news- 
papers, and  there  will  be  no  necewi^ 
for  this  Return  to  insure  publicity,  whic^ 
possibly  i9  n^o^saiy  in  xegaid  to  the 
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let  clause  of  the  Bill,  and  to  whioh,  in 
that  case,  the  Government  assented. 

Mb.  J.  E.  ELLIS :  With  great  re- 
n>ect  for  the  authority  of  the  Attorney 
General  I  think  there  is  a  necessity, 
and  the  object  in  either  case  is  the 
same.  It  is  desirable  that,  from  time 
to  time,  attention  should  be  drawn  to 
the  operation  of  the  Act ;  and  I  cannot 
for  a  moment  see  any  good  reason  why 
the  GoTcmment  should  wish  to  with- 
hold from  the  House  of  Commons  this 
information  in  this  convenient  form.  I 
must  press  my  Amendment. 

Me.  MAUEICE  HEALY  (Cork)  :  I 
cannot  agree  that  the  reasons  given  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
are  sufficient  for  the  rejection  of  this 
proposal.    He  says  he  will  not  give  this 
Ketum,  because  it  would  be  a  record  of 
things  done  publicly ;    but  there  are 
hundreds  of  things  done  publicly  in  the 
full  light  of  day  that  yet  are  recorded 
in  Hetums  granted  every  day  by  this 
House.    We  have  Beturns  of  evictions, 
for  instance.     These  are  not  exactly 
judicial  acts,  but  they  follow  on  judicial 
acts.    I  need  not  attempt  to  go  over  a 
list  of  such  things ;  but  it  will  occur  to 
any  hon.  Member  that  many  things, 
after  having  been  matters   of   public 
knowledge,  are  given  in  the  form  of 
tabulated  Eetums.    Let  me  point  out 
this — that  when  we  come  here  and  ask 
for  a  Betum  of  things  and  transactions 
that  are  not  matters  of  public  know- 
ledge the  Government  say  they  h&ve 
no  means  of  giving  the  Hetum;  but 
when  we  ask  for  a  Eeturn  of  things 
done  publicly  we  meet  with  a  refusal, 
because  all  tiiese  things  may  be  found 
reported  in  the  newspapers. 

Db.  COMMINS  (Roscommon.  S.) :  I 
do  not  see  on  what  ground  the  Gt)vem- 
ment  can  reasonably  refuse  this  Betum ; 
they  have  their  officers  ready  to  com- 

Sile  the  information  we  ask  for.  We 
ave  no  such  ready  means,  and  I  do  not 
see  why  they  shoiud  refuse  this,  unless 
they  fear  the  Beturn  will  disclose  an 
arbitrary  exercise  of  the  power  vested  in 
the  Government.  The  only  way  of 
jadg^g  whether  this  power  has  been 
exercised  in  an  arbitrary  and  unjust 
manner  is  by  having  the  number  of 
these  alterations  of  venue  brought  to- 
g^ether  and  made  public.  It  has  been 
very  wall  said  that  a  large  number  of 
individuals  being  assembled  and  drilled 
jnake  an   army,  while  undrilled  they 


would  be  only  a  mob.  When  we  havo 
these  separate  instances  of  change  of 
venue  noted,  when  we  have  these  facts 
marshalled  side  by  side,  then  we  shall 
judge  whether  these  changes  of  trial 
have  been  simply  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining convictions — whether  the  change 
has  been  made  in  the  interests  of  justice, 
or  to  further  the  interests  and  gain  the 
objects  of  the  authorities  iuDublinCastle. 
No  doubt,  we  can  find  out  what  we  de- 
sire to  know  from  other  sources;  but 
when  the  information  in  a  connected 
form  is  refused  by  the  Government,  we 
can  only  suppose  that  it  is  the  intention 
to  make  these  changes  in  their  own  in- 
terest, in  the  interest  of  arbitrary  power, 
not  of  justice,  and  that  they  wish  to  con- 
ceal their  movements  and  the  springs  of 
their  action,  as  such  would  be  displayed 
if  we  had  a  connected  view  of  their  ad- 
ministration of  this  Bill.  They  refuse 
us  this  information,  and  add  one  more 
to  the  numberless  proofs  that  they  ask 
for  arbitrary  power  with  an  intention  of 
using  it  in  a  tyrannical,  unconstitutional 
manner. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (liongford,  N.)  : 
The  Government  are  foUowiug  the  course 
we  might  have  expected  from  experience 
they  would  follow.  They  have  been 
lashed  with  refusing  all  concessions  on 
the  ground  that  to  do  so  would  be  to 
justify  opposition.  Surely  it  has  always 
been  held  only  reasonable  to  give  such 
information  as  we  ask  for.  I  do  not 
believe  that  even  in  the  most  despotic 
times  it  would  have  been  refused  in 
France.  Why  should  not  the  Govern- 
ment let  the  people  know  how  many 
persons  have  been  affected  by  this  change 
of  venue?  It  is  most  unfair  for  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  refuse  a  pro- 
posal merely  for  information  that  does 
not  affect  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  which 
only  will  show  in  how  many  instances 
this  power  has  been  put  in  force.  This 
Amendment,  remember,  has  not  been 
moved  by  an  Irishman;  we  have  not 
asked  for  it,  for  we  know  enough  about 
you  and  your  doings— we  read  the  Irish 
papers.  But  we  know  there  are  many 
hon.  Members  who,  like  the  rijght 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Bury 
(Sir  Henry  James),  never  read  Irish 
papers ;  possibly  many  read  nothing 
at  all.  Well,  this  is  a  demand  for 
information;  and  surely,  if  you  are 
g^ing  to  act  honestly  and,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  statements  of  the  hon.  and 
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learned  Attorney  General,  will  not  make 
these  changes  of  venue  in  an  unfair  and 
unjust  manner,  you  should  not  be 
ashamed  to  let  us  know  how  many 
changes  of  venue  you  order.  What  is 
the  secret  of  this  refusal  ?  Is  it  that  the 
Beturn  will  enable  us  to  detect  how 
many  two  guinea  fees  uselessly  expended 
you  have  had  from  the  taxpayers' 
pockets  ?  If  we  knew  that  ^ere 
had  been  100  changes  of  venue,  we 
should  know  that  200  guineas  have 
uselessly  gone  in  motions  for  cause. 
Two  guineas!  Why,  I  suppose  no 
Crown  lawyer  would  deign  to  move 
for  that  sum ;  it  is  only  poor  wretches  out- 
side the  ring  who  receive  such.  I  never 
held  a  Crown  brief,  and  I  never 
shall ;  it  is  only  "  duffers  "  get  Crown 
briefs,  men  who  cannot  earn  two  guineas 
by  doing  anything  else.  Is  it  because 
the  Beturn  would  enable  us  to  test 
exactly  the  high- water  mark  of  Liberal 
Unionist  and  Tory  Bar  practice  that  you 
refuse  it  ?  This  is  the  real  secret ;  it  is 
on  this  ground  that  the  Amendment  is 
resisted.  It  is  the  two  guineas  that 
stick  in  the  throat  of  hon.  G-entlemen. 
We  are  told  we  can  read  the  informa- 
tion in  the  newspapers.  Yes ;  we  can 
read  it  in  units,  but  not  as  a  whole.  We 
could  not  see  at  once  of  how  much  the 
taxpayer  is  robbed  by  gentlemen  who 
inveigh  against  inflated  Estimates,  and 
get  up  a  Committee  to  cut  down  the 
expenditure  upon  the  Army  and  Navy, 
those  Services  of  which  England  in  the 
past  has  been  proud,  but  to  which,  in  a 
penny-wise  and  pound-foolish  principle, 
you  now  grudge  money  and  supply  with 
tin  bayonets. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — ^Ayes  127; 
Noes  227 :  Majority  100.— (Div.  List, 
No.  210.)  [1.15  a.m.] 

Question  proposed,  '^  That  the  Clause, 
as  amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  :  Mr. 
Courtney,  it  would  be  absurd  to  expect 
that  this  clause  should  be  allowed  to  be 
added  to  the  Bill  without  some  debate. 
We  have  passed  Clause  3,  and  when 
Clause  4  is  added  to  the  Bill  we  shall 
have  machinery  authorized  of  such  a 
character  that  it  will  be  utterly  impos- 
sible for  any  man  in  Ireland  to  get  a 
fair  trial.  Now,  Sir,  we  have  spent  two 
days,  or  the  greater  partof  two  Sittings, 

Mr.  T.  U,  Eealy 


debating  this  clause,  and,  as  far  as  I 
can  remember,  not   one  single  verbal 
alteration   has   been    granted    to    us. 
\_Cheers,']    Well,  these  cheers  are  a  very 
good  specimen  of  the  spirit  of  the  Party 
opposite.    That  is  evidently  what  they 
consider  to  be  the  proper  way  to  debate 
measures  in  this  House.    If  that  be  the 
case,  why  do  you  have  any  debate  at 
all,  and  what  is  the  necessity  for  having 
any  House  at  all  ?    You  might  just  as 
well  get   the    Government    draftsman 
to  draft  the  Bill  and  provide  that  what- 
ever the   Government  inserts    in  that 
Bill  shall  be  law,  without  any  discus- 
sion at  all — ^for  that  is  what  it  comes  to. 
This  measure  is  stated  by  the  Govern- 
ment, in  the  precious  preamble    over 
which  they  wasted  three  or  four  hours 
of  the  time  of  the  House  yesterday,  to 
be  necessary  in  order  to  get  a  fair  and 
impartial  trial,  and  these  two  clauses 
are  of  such  a  character — and  I  will  do 
the  draftsman  the  justice  to  say  that 
he  has  fully  succeeded  in  carrying  out 
the  intentions  of  his  paymasters — that 
when  they  are  carried  into  law  it  will 
be  utterly  impossible  for  any  man  in 
Ireland  who  differs  from  the  Gbvem- 
ment  in  politics    to  get  a  fair  trial. 
There  is  not  a  single  Member  sitting  on 
the  Benches  opposite  who  does  not  Iraow 
this  to  be  the  absolute  truth.    In  the 
speech  just  delivered  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  used  the  following  remark* 
able  words.   He  said  that  as  long  as  the 
Government  attained  their  object  they 
were  not  disposed  to  be  bigoted  as  re- 
garded means.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man accurately  described  the  condition 
of  mind  of  the  Government.   As  long  as 
they  obtain  convictions  of  their  politicsal 
opponents  in  Ireland,  whether  the  per- 
sons convicted  be  guilty  or  innocent  of 
the  charge  brought  against  them,  they 
do  not  care  whether  the  convictions  are 
obtained  by  means  of  a  jury  of  packed 
men  in  Dublin,  or  a  Commission  of  three 
Irish  Judges,  or  an  Old  Bailey  jury.     It 
is  all  the  same  to  the  Government  They 
are  not  disposed  to  be  bigoted  as  to  the 
means  by  which  they  attain  their  object. 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  alluded  to  the  large  amount 
of  sentiment  brought  into  play  in  this 
matter,  and  to  the  objections  which,  he 
said,   existed  among  a  large  body   of 
politicians  to  the  machinery  of  this  iBilU 
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Allow  me  to  say  that,  monstrous  and  abo- 
minable as  that  machinery  unquestion- 
ably is,  and  revolting  as  it  has  proved  to 
the  sense  of  Englishmen,  the  reason  why 
it  is  revolting  is  a  very  simple  one.  That 
reason  is,  that  it  brings  home  to  EQg- 
lishmen — that  it  brings  under  their  own 
ken — what  you  are  doing  in  Ireland. 
And  the  Government  have  failed  in  the 
attempt,  and  do  not  dare  to  do  in  view 
of  independent  English  opinion  what 
has  been  done  for  80  years  in  Ireland. 
And  why?  Because  what  they  do  in 
England  is  recorded  in  all  your  news- 
papers, and  what  they  do  in  Ireland  is 
done  in  the  dark.  Why,  Sir,  if  the 
things  proposed  to  be  done  under  this 
Bill  were  to  be  done  in  England,  even  if 
only  against  Irishmen,  or  if  they  were 
to  be  done  in  any  part  of  G-reat  Britain, 
under  the  eye  of  the  English  Press  and  of 
English  public  opinion,  this  Bill  could 
not  live  for  a  fortnight.  The  fate  of 
the  2nd  sub-section  of  this  clause  ought 
to  be  a  lesson  to  any  intelligent  man 
who  wishes  to  be  fair-minded  and  to 
treat  the  Irish  people  in  such  a  way 
that  he  may  venture  to  hope  for  any 
union  between  Ireland  and  this  country 
or  for  any  cessation  of  hatred.  There 
never  was  a  better  sample  of  the  hypo- 
crisy common  among  some  classes  than 
the  outcry  which  has  been  raised  about 
this  machinery  of  the  Bill.  You  talk 
of  the  injustice  of  bringing  a  prisoner 
to  England.  I  have  already  stated  that 
a  prisoner  would  get  a  fairer  trial  before 
an  English  jury  than  under  the  ma- 
chinery which  you  have  provided.  I 
repeat  that-  statement ;  and  I  say  em- 
phatically that  rather  than  be  tried 
before  such  tribunals  as  you  are,  un- 
happily, going  to  set  up  in  Ireland  I 
would  prefer  to  take  my  chance  before 
any  jury  selected  in  the  ordinary  way  in 
Cb:eat  Britain.  But  do  I  approve  of  the 
machinery  of  the  2nd  sub-section,  which 
is  about  to  be  struck  out  ?  Nothing  of  the 
Bort.     It  is  an  infamous  machinery 

The  chairman  :  I  must  point  out 
to  the  hon.  Member  that  the  2nd  sub- 
section has  been  struck  out  of  the  Bill. 
It  is,  therefore,  irregular  to  continue 
the  debate  upon  it. 

Mb.  DILLON :  I  will  submit  to  your 
ruling  at  once,  Sir,  if  I  am  out  of  Order. 
I  jdid.  not  intend  to  discuss  the  2nd  sub- 
section. I  was  simply  pointing  out  that 
it  was  worse  than  too  bad  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  public  of  England. 


The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber,  inadvertently  no  doubt,  spoke  of 
the  2nd  sub-section  as  about  to  be  struck 
out. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  submit  for  your  consideration.  Sir, 
that  the  Question  before  the  Committee 
is  that  the  clause,  as  amended,  stand 
part  of  the  Bill,  and  that  one  part  of 
the  amendment  of  the  clause  consists  of 
the  striking  out  of  the  sub-section. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  shall  not.  Sir,  say 
anything  inconsistent  with  your  ruling. 
I  will  simply  refer  to  the  2nd  sub- 
section as  an  illustration,  and  will  drop 
all  reference  to  it  in  detail.  My  point 
was  this — that  the  proposal  to  try  Irish 
cases  in  England  was  dropped  out  of 
this  clause  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
too  monstrous  to  be  tolerated  by  public 
opinion  in  Enj?land,  even  amongst  the 
Conservative  and  the  Liberal  Unionist 
Parties.  I  consider  that  Clauses  3  and 
4  constitute  a  tribunal  in  Ireland  which 
will  leave  the  prisoner  a  great  deal  less 
chance  than  he  would  have  had  under 
the  sub-section  which,  in  deference  to 
public  opinion,  has  just  been  struck  out 
Whilst  1  in  no  way  approve  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  that  sub-section,  I  state  dis- 
tinctly that,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  another 
glaring  instance  of  the  hypocrisy  which 
is  frequently  manifested  in  English  pub- 
lic opinion,  when  dealing  with  affairs 
outside  this  country,  that  they  will  not 
tolerate  a  thing  which  is  publicly 
brought  forward,  although  they  will 
tolerate  things  ten  times  more  infamous 
when  the  cloak  of  silence  is  drawn  over 
them.  We  know  that  the  most  infamous 
things  are  allowed  to  be  done  in  the 
dark,  and  that  not  a  voice  is  raised  to 
condemn  them,  until,  perhaps,  some 
Press-man  stirs  up  the  cesspool.  The 
Committee  strikes  out  of  a  measure  like 
this  the  proposal  that  Irish  oases  shall 
be  tried  in  England,  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  too  strong  for  the  English  stomach, 
and  yet  it  leaves  in  the  Bill  provisions 
which  are  infinitely  more  unjust  and 
cruel  to  the  prisoner  in  Ireland — pro- 
visions which  leave  the  prisoner  no 
chance,  and  which  forms  the  most  mon- 
strous and  infamous  parody  of  justice 
ever  attempted  to  be  set  up  in  any 
country.  Talk  of  justice  as  adminis- 
tered by  despots  in  Eastern  countries! 
I  believe  that  there  would  be  more 
chance  of  justice  before  an  Eastern 
potentate  than  there   is   under   these 
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clauses.  The  ajstem  in  the  paat  haa 
beea  to  bring  prisoners  before  jurors, 
every  single  indiridual  of  whom  has 
been  carefully  selected,  becauee  his  posi- 
tion has  been  carefully  ascertained  be 
forehand  by  detectires,  and  because  he 
is  a  Rworn  enemy  of  ours.  No  Member 
of  the  Irish  Q-ovemment  could  attempt 
to  deay  that  they  have  done  such  things 
in  the  past,  and  they  think  that  they 
will  deceive  the  public  of  England  into 
believing  that  they  are  doing  something 
humane — that  thoy  are  acting  upon  prin- 
ciples of  justice  and  humanity — when 
they  leave  out  the  2nd  sub-section, 
and  content  themselves  with  other  ma- 
chinery, the  effect  of  which  will  be  to 
place  Irish  Nationalists  on  their  trial 
before  men  every  one  of  whom  has  con- 
demned  them  before  entering  the  jury- 
box.  That  is  the  system  which  they 
propose  to  set  up  in  Ireland  for  ever. 
Now,  I  want,  in  all  aerioueness,  to  put 
this  question  to  every  hon.  Member  of 
this  House.  Does  any  Englishman  of 
this  House  expect  that  this  law  will 
command  the  sympathy  of  the  Irish 
people  1  All  I  can  aay  is,  that  if  any 
Englishman  expects  it  he  must  be  either 
intensely  stupid  or  completely  ignorant 
of  the  history  of  our  people.  Every 
English  statesman  who  has  addressed 
bis  mind  and  intellect  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Irish  Question  in  years  gone 
by  has  declared  his  conviction  that  the 
essence  of  the  difficulty  in  Ireland  is 
the  fact  that  the  law  is  distrusted,  dis- 
liked, and  looked  upon  as  hostile  by  the 
masses  of  the  population.  Statesman 
al^er  statesman,  from  the  daya  of  Fox 
and  Burke,  and  the  days  of  the  Old 
Whigs,  to  the  days  of  Peel  and  Russell, 
and  down  to  the  day  of  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lathian, 
has  declared  hia  conviction  that,  until 
you  conciliate  the  masses  of  the  people 
and  give  them  confidence  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law,  you  cannot  hope 


for  peace  in  Ireland.  And  now,  i 


.  1887, 
tbe  \ie8t  way  English  Miaistera  can  de- 
vise for  conciliating  the  people  and  im- 
parting to  them  confidence  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law — the  best  way 
they  can  devise,  after  87  years'  expe- 
rience, is  to  adopt  a  maohineiy  which 
they  tell  us  is  to  be  perpetual,  and  which 
provides  that  the  man  who  belonga  to 
the  poor,  and  the  man  who  holds  the 
same  political  convictions  as,  at  thi 
lowest  estimate,  four-fifths  of  the  peopli 
Mr.  Dillon 


of  Ireland,  can  never  atand  hia  trial  for 
a  political  ofifence,  but  he  rauat  aee  in 
the  jury-box   12  men  alien  to  Mm  in 

folitical  convictions  and  in  religion — 
Crt>.o/"No!"]  Well,  I  hear  a  faint 
cry  of  "  No  !  "  I  will  make  a  present  to 
Oentleman  opposite  of  that  expression. 
I  care  not  whether  they  are  alien  in  re- 
ligion or  not,  because  some  of  the  beat 
frienda  of  Ireland  are  Froteatanta.  I 
will  merely  say  alien  to  him  in  class  and 
political  conviction,  and  influenced  by 
the  most  potent  of  all  human  convictions 
— namely,  the  conviction  of  a  class  that 
its  pockets  will  be  affected.  You  tell 
the  Irish  people  that  they  are  for  ever 
to  live  under  such  a  system  as  will  con- 
demn them  to  an  unending  succeasion 
of  the  turmoil,  disorder,  and  oonfiict 
with  the  law  which  has  marked  the  past 
history  of  your  administration  of  that 
country.  I  would  ask  the  Unionists  in 
thia  House,  whether  they  be  Liberal  or 
Conaervativa,  if  they  hope  that  such  a 
eyatem  ae  that  is  going  to  maintain  the 
TTnion,  and,  if  they  do,  whether  they 
ate  not  beginning  to  believe  that  the 
object  on  which  they  are  setting  their 
hearts  is  not  worth  the  cost  ? 

Db.  COMMINS  (Boacommon,  8.): 
When  I  put  down  tbe  Amendment 
which  atanda  on  the  Paper  in  my  name, 
to  omit  this  clause,  I  believed  that  if 
there  was  one  saving  portion  of  the  sec- 
tion it  was  the  provision  which  haa  now 
been  struck  out.  I  bare  had  some  ex- 
perienoe  of  English  law  as  administered 
in  England,  and  I  know  something  of 
the  English  law  aa  administered  in  Ire- 
land. I  know  that  the  taw  as  adminis- 
tered in  England  ia  generally  fair ;  that 
prejudice  seldom influencea verdicts;  that 
the  packing  of  jurieadoaanot  exist;  that 
Judges  and  Becordera  are  fair ;  and  that 
thoae  who  administer  the  Criminal  Law 
think  more  of  doing  justice  to  the  pri- 
ir  than  they  think  of  the  interests  of 
political  partiea.  I  have  more  confi- 
dence in  Enghah  juries  than  in  any 
jury  aelected  and  packed  in  the  way 
adopted  in  Ireland  by  Attorn^  General 
after  Attorney  General.  Therefore,  I 
did  not  abject  to  the  2nd  aub-eectioii, 
which  I  believed  was  the  saving  portion 
of  the  clause — the  one  Jonah  that  saved 
tbe  ship  from  going  down.  But  Jonsala. 
has   been   thrown  overboard    to    th« 
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they  beliered  their  countrymen  would 
get  better  justice  before  an  English  jury 
than  under  the  other  machinery  pro- 
vided by  the  Bill,  the  provision  was 
so  essentially  unfair,  so  atrocious,  so 
contrary  to  the  old  and  well-established 
principles  of  English  jurisprudence,  so 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  jury  system, 
that  from  all  sides  of  the  House  and 
from  all  shades  of  opinion  in  the  coun- 
try the  strongest  condemnation  was 
showered  upon  it.  And  yet  that  pro- 
vision was  less  atrocious  than  anything 
else  in  the  Bill.  There  was  no  Amendment 
put  upon  the  Paper  showing  that  there 
was  any  intention  amongst  us  to  oppose 
it,  but  at  the  last  moment  it  is  thrown 
overboard,  and  the  rest  of  the  clause  is 
left  in  its  unmitigated  hideousness. 
What  does  the  section,  in  its  present 
form,  propose  ?  It  begins  with  several 
lines  which,  Sir,  are  so  unusual  that 
I  defy  any  of  those  learned  or  unlearned 
Members  who  sit  opposite  to  point  to 
any  English  Act  of  Parliament  in  which 
it  was  ever  found  expedient  that  a  pre- 
amble should  be  put  into  a  clause,  es- 
pecially a  preamble  which,  like  this,  in- 
volves insult  and  contumely  to  a  whole 
people.    If  the  clause  is  justifiable,  it 

does  not  need  such  a  preamble 

The    CHAIRMAN:     Order,    order! 
The  Question   of    the    preamble    was 
debated  yesterday   for  two  and  a-half 
hours.     The  hon.  Member  must  now 
confine  himself  to  the  clause  as  a  whole. 
Dr.  COMMINS  :  Well,  Mr.  Courtney, 
the  preamble  has  been  passed,  and,  as  I 
oppose  the  whole  clause  as  it  stands,  I 
tnoueht  it  was  open  to  me  to  express 
my  objection  to  the  preamble.     How- 
ever, Sir,  I  am  content  to  accept  your 
ruling  in  the  matter.      Then  comes  the 
most  material  part  of  what  is  left  of  this 
clause,  and  that  is  the  arbitrary  power 
which  it  confers,  without  supervision  or 
check,  on  the  Irish  Attorney  Oeneral, 
whoever  he  may  be,  not  only  to  select 
the  place  of    trial,   but  virtually  and 
practically  to  select    the  jury,   and  to 
abolish  every  pretence  of  fair  trial  in 
Ireland.     We  know  how  strongly  opi- 
nion runs  in  Ireland.     Wo  know  that 
the  Attorney  General  is  always  able  to 
bring  that  opinion  into  the  jury-box  to 
destroy  all  chance  of  any  person  charged 
with  a  political  offence  having  a  fair 
That  being  so,  it  appears  to  me 
Le  clause,  as  at  present  framed, 
liberty   of  every  man  who 


happens  to  be  resident  in  Ireland  at  the 
mercy  of  the  Attorney  General  for  the  time 
being,  with  no  legal  check  on  the  exercise 
of  his  discretion.  I  oppose  this  clause 
because  I  feel  that  the  very  best  portion 
of  it  has  been  thrown  over,  and  because, 
as  it  now  stands,  it  is  an  absolute  abne- 
gation of  fair  trial  in  Ireland. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  may  be  permitted  to  say  one  word. 
We  are  charged  with  obstruction,  but 
we  have  only  given  the  Government 
time  to  consider  this  clause,  for  they  do 
not  seem  to  have  been  able  to  make  up 
their  minds  upon  it  sooner.  Do  you 
condemn  murder  and  assassination  by  a 
Eibbon  Society  ?  You  do.  That  is  in- 
telligible ;  but  this  is  a  proposal  to 
assassinate  by  legal  methods.  The 
Bibbon  Society  gives  a  man  a  trial  in 
secret,  but  without  the  forms  of  law ;  of 
course  its  murderous  executions  are  of  a 
very  hideous  and  horrible  character, 
and  must  produce  a  painful  and  shock- 
ing sensation.  But  the  people  have  a 
motive  m  carrying  them  out ;  they  think 
they  are  justifiable,  but  they  do  not  be- 
lieve you  have  a  right  to  carry  out  your 
law  in  their  country,  because  that  law 
has  no  moral  ground ;  it  has  no  founda- 
tion except  that  of  your  bayonets.  You 
propose  now  to  pick  out  from  amongst 
the  population  of  Ireland  a  body  of  men 
in  every  .county,  numbering,  perhaps, 
not  more  than  1,000  in  the  aggregate, 
men  who  belong  to  a  secret  organization, 
and  you  want  to  place  on  their  trial, 
before  these  men,  the  Irish  Nationalists. 
You  condemn  the  Bibbon  men  for 
arraigning  the  landlords  before  their 
organization,  and  upon  their  verdict 
after  what  they  call  a  fair  trial,  carrying 
out  the  sentences  of  execution ;  you  con- 
demn them  for  carrying  out  their 
miserable  sentences  in  their  miserable 
Bibbon  Lodges ;  but,  Sir,  you  would 
drag  the  Irish  Nationalists  for  trial 
before  a  jury  of  members  of  the  Orange 
Order  —of  men  who  will  not,  perhaps, 
sit  in  the  jury  box  wearing  the  regalia 
of  their  order,  but  who  may  have  come 
down  shouting  —  **To  hell  with  the 
Pope !"  or  who  may  be  boasting — **  Ishot 
so  and  so  in  the  Shanklin  Bead."  It  is 
true  the  Government  have  dropped  the 
sub-clause.  I  was  careful  to  say  nothing 
about  that  clause  at  any  time ;  but  I 
must  now  say  it  is  strange  that  at  a 
period  when  the  country  has  enlarged 
the  basis  of  its   franchise,  and  when 
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500,000  individuals  have  just  been  ad- 
mitted within  the  Constitution  in  Ireland, 
you  say  that  only  5,000  men  are  to  be 
allowed  to  sit  in  the  jury-box  in  Ireland. 
This  is  a  step  back  into  the  dark  ages. 
If  you  decide  on  this  you  will  poison 
public  life  in  Ireland  ;  you  will  continue 
to  poison  the  relations  and  feelings 
between  the  two  countries,  and  it  can 
only  lead  to  havini;  the  Irish  Members 
expelled  from  this  House.  If  this  policy 
is  maintained  in  its  entirety,  you,  who 
are  in  favour  of  Union,  as  you  say,  will 
have  to  see  the  failure  of  another  of 
your  Crimes  Bills,  in  the  same  way  as 
you  have  seen  20  or  30  previous  Crimes 
Bills  fail ;  and  if  the  Germans  conquered 
England  to-morrow — which  God  forbid ! 
— and  if  they  selected  20  or  30  men  who 
supported  their  administration  to  be  the 
Eole  administrators  of  the  law,  would 
you  consider  justice  could  be  adminis- 
tered in  that  way  ?  No ;  you  would  not. 
Then  why  try  the  same  policy  in  Ireland  ? 
And  when  you  have  failed  in  this  policy 
— as  fail  you  must — you  will  come  down 
with  another  proposition,  and  you  will 
say — **  It  is  the  agitators."  Yes ;  it  will 
be  the  same  old  story.  You  will  com- 
plain that  it  is  the  agitators  who  are 
attacking  the  privileges  of  the  landlord 
class,  and  you  will  wind  up  by  expelling 
from  this  House  those  who  raised  their 
voices — as  our  future  Bepresentatives 
will — against  the  continuance  of  this 
bad  system.  Then  you  will  be  left  alone. 
I  recommend  the  Government,  when 
their  first  Coercion  Bill  has  failed, 
and  when  their  second  one  has  been 
brought  in,  to  make  the  latter  much 
shorter,  and  merely  provide  that  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  may,  of 
his  own  will,  order  any  Irish  Member 
or  Irish  peasant  to  execution. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided:  Ayes  219; 
Noes  115:  Majority  104. — (Div  List, 
No.  211.)  [2.10  a.m1 

Sir  WILLIAMHAECOUET(Derby) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
I;ord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
state  what  will  be  the  character  of  the 
Motion  of  which  he  has  given  Notice 
for  debate  to-morrow  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  propose  to 
move,  Sir — 

"That,  at  Ten  o'clock  p.m.  on  Friday  the 
17th  day  of  June,  if  the  CnminalLaw  Amend- 
ment (Ireland)  Bill  bo  not  previously  reported 

Mr.  T.  M.  Eealy 


from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  the 
Chairman  shall  put  forthwith  the  Question  or 
Questions  on  any  Amendment  or  Motion  already 
proposed  from  the  Chair.  He  shall  next  pro* 
ceed  and  successively  put  forthwith  the  Ques- 
tions, That  any  Clause  then  under  consideration, 
and  each  remaining  Clause  in  the  Bill,  stand 
part  of  the  Bill,  imless  Progress  be  moved  as 
hereinafter  provided.  After  the  Clauses  are 
disposed  of  he  shall  forthwith  report  the  Bill, 
as  amended,  to  the  House. 

**  From  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Order, 
no  Motion,  That  the  Chairman  do  leave  the 
Chair,  or  do  report  Progress,  shall  be  allowed 
unless  moved  bv  one  of  the  Members  in  charge 
of  ^e  Bill,  and  the  Question  on  such  Motion 
shall  be  put  forthwith. 

"If  Progress  be  reported  on  the  17th  June, 
the  Chairman  shall  put  this  Order  in  force  in 
any  subsequent  sitting  of  the  Committee." 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOURT :  As 
far  as  I  caught  it,  this  seems  to  me  to 
be  copied  in  some  respects  from  a 
former  Notice  in  reference  to  Urgency. 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  re- 
member that  in  those  Bules  with  refer- 
ence to  Urgency  there  was  a  certain 
majority  required. 

Thb  CHAIEMAN  :  Order,  order !  It 
is  very  irregular  to  discuss  a  Motion  of 
which  Notice  is  merely  given  by  per- 
mission  of  the  House.  It  is  permissible 
to  ask  a  Question  in  regard  to  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HABCOURT:  That 
is  what  I  am  going  to  do.  [Interruption,'^ 
I,  of  course,  fully  submit  to  the  ruling 
of  the  Chair ;  but  I  will  not  submit,  nor 
will  I  pay  any  attention,  to  these  inter- 
ruptions from  hon.  Members  opposite. 
In  order  to  explain  the  Question  I  pro- 

?ose  to  put  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
referred  to  a  former  Resolution  on 
Urgency  and  to  the  majority  required 
by  it.  I  only  rose  to  ask,  in  reference 
to  this  Notice,  whether  it  is  proposed 
that  there  shall  be  any  particular  ma- 
jority, or  whether  it  is  to  be  a  bare  one  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  We  shall  not 
propose  any  particular  majority. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  promised  us  we  should  have 
copies  of  this  Resolution,  but  we  have 
not  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  it.  I 
tried  to  take  it  down,  but  that  waa 
wholly  impossible,  for  it  is  as  lon^  aa 
**God  Save  the  Queen."  I  would  re- 
spectfully ask  him  is  it  carrying  out  the 
Sledge  that  we  should  have  it  at  an  early 
our  to  give  it  to  us  now  ?  I  acH^^uit 
him  entirely  of  bad  faith,  because  at  the 
time  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  thoti^t 
it  possible  the  Goal  Mines  Regulation 
Bill  might  be  reached  by  10  o'clock. 
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But  we  were  promised  an  adequate  op- 
portunity of  seeing  and  handling  this 
Resolution,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  put  on 
the  Paper  any  Amendments  we  might 
think  necessary.  I  submit  that  the  pro- 
mise has  not  been  kept.  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  expect  us  now  to  sit 
down  and  prepare  tne  Amendments,  to 
laboriously  copy  them  out,  and  to  keep 
the  Olerks  at  the  Table  after  the  rising 
of  the  House  ?  Does  he  think  it  reason- 
able to  treat  us  in  this  manner  ?  The 
discussion  should  be  postponed  or  the 
period  extended. 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  am  very  sorry 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee 
have  been  protracted  far  beyond  the 
hour  at  which  I  thought  we  might  close. 
But  I  do  not  see  how  I  can  possibly 
postpone  the  consideration  of  this 
Amendment,  or  extend  the  Committee 
stage  beyond  June  17. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Put  it  on  to 
Jubilee  Day. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  moving  any  Amendment  he 
chooses. 


Committee  report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  this  House  will,  To-morrow, 
again  resolve  itself  into  the  said  Com- 
mittee."— {Mr.  A,  J,  Balfour,) 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :   I  wish  to  ask 

for  what  day  do  the  Government  put 

down  this  Bill  ?  If  for  to-morrow,  I  must 

resist  it ;  because  the  Gbvernment  have 

given  Notice  of  a  Motion  that  must  give 

rise   to  a  long  discussion,  and  it  would 

be  unreasonable  to  expect  us  to  resume 

the  discussion  of  this  Bill  after  that  at 

a   late    hour— perhaps  2  or  3  in  the 

morning.    At  least,  let  us  set  it  down 

for  a  day  when  there  is  some  probability 

of  its  being  taken.     I  move  that  it  be 

set  down  for  Monday. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
"  To-morrow,"  and  insert  **  on  Monday 
next."— (Jfr.  T.  M,  Healy,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  *  To-mor- 
row '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

a?HB  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
liAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoto)  (Man- 
chester, E.):  I  hope  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  will  not  press  this 
Amendment.  How  long  the  debate  on 
other  Business  may  take  this  day  I  can- 


not say,  but  we  will  undertake  that 
Committee  shall  not  be  resumed  at  a 
late  hour. 

Mr.  DILLON :  Then  why  not  put 
the  Bill  down  for  Monday  at  once,  or 
else  let  the  Motion  for  Urgency  be  put 
down  for  Monday,  a  far  more  sensible 
plan  ?  I  presume  the  Government  do  not 
expect  that  the  Motion  for  Urgency  will 
be  disposed  of  without,  at  least,  a  night's 
debate. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY:  What  wiU 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  consider  a 
late  hour  ?  Will  he  say  that  it  will  not 
be  taken  after  10  o'clock,  then  we  shall 
understand  ?  Let  him  give  us  an  under- 
taking that  it  shall  not  be  taken  after  a 
certain  hour. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Not  after 
half-past  11. 

Mr.  T.  M,  HEALY :  Then  I  with- 
draw  my  Motion  for  Monday. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdratnn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  To-morrow. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  ACTS  (IRE- 
LAND) AMENDMENT  (No.  2)  BILL. 
(Sir  James  Carry j  Mr,  Ewdrt,  Mr,  Johnston,) 
[bill   176.]      CONSIDERATION. 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered. 
New  Clause — 

(Execution  of  Main  Drainage  Scheme.) 

"IJntil  the  New  Council  shall  have  been 
elected  in  manner  described  in  the  preceding 
section,  no  action  shall  be  taken  nor  liability 
incurred  in  respect  of  any  scheme  which  may  be 
passed  into  Law  during  the  present  Session  of 
Parliament  for  the  Main  Drainage  of  the 
Borough  of  Belfast," — {Mr.  Sexton,) 

— brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  In 
moving  the  insertion  of  this  clause  in 
the  Bill  very  little  argument  is  required 
from  me  to  commend  it  to  the  House.  It 
is,  in  fact,  for  the  purpose  of  completing 
an  arrangement  made  by  the  House  in 
Committee.  The  House  has  determined 
to  increase  the  municipal  franchise  of 
Belfast  from  6,000  to  20,000,  in  order  to 
secure  that  such  schemes  as  that  for  the 
main  drainage  of  Belfast  should  not  be 
proceeded  with  against  the  opinion  and 
without  control  of  the  great  body  of 
householders.  The  House  has  further 
declared  that  next  November  all  the 
seats  on  the  Town  Council  shall  become 
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vacant,  and  shall  be  refilled  at  an  elec- 
tion to  be  held  then ;  therefore,  it  is 
apparent  that  the  present  Town  Council 
will  have  no  control  over  the  works  for 
the  main  drainage  scheme  after  No- 
vember. But  what  security  have  we  as 
to  the  action  of  the  present  Town  Council 
between  the  passing  of  the  Main 
Drainage  Bill  and  the  elections  in  No- 
vember? There  is  great  danger  that 
the  present  Council,  conscious  that  the 
term  of  their  power  is  approaching  an 
end;  may  make  contracts  and  otherwise 
proceed  with  the  schemei,  plunging  the 
borough  into  a  liability  that  may  con- 
tinue for  30  or  40  years.  My  Amend- 
ment will  prevent  that.  Eesolutions 
passed  at  public  meetings  in  Belfast 
have  been  forwarded  to  me,  and  they 
express  what  is  the  general  opinion  in 
the  town,  that  there  is  no  confidence  in 
the  Town  Council  elected  on  the  re- 
stricted franchise.  I  ask  the  House  to 
complete  the  action  it  has  taken,  and  to 
make  the  control  it  has  vested  in  the 
ratepayers  a  real  and  effective  control  in 
regard  to  the  main  drainage  scheme. 
If  the  House  does  not  adopt  this  clause, 
that  control  will  be  illusory,  and  I  cannot 
regard  the  Bill  without  this  clause  as 
satisfying  the  claim  I  have  made,  and 
giving  the  ratepayers  that  security  they 
have  a  right  to  expect  after  the  action 
of  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." — (Mr,  Sexton.) 

Mb.  EWABT  (Belfast,  N.) :  I  rise  to 
oppose  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Belfast.  The  main  drainage 
scheme  is  one  upon  which  no  time 
should  be  lost,  for  the  drainage  of  Bel- 
fast is  in  a  deplorable  condition.  The 
effect  of  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  would  be  to  delay  all  opera- 
tions for  a  year.  The  Corporation  of 
Belfast  are  prevented  from  discharging 
any  sewage  matter  into  the  Lough  until 
an  outlet  sewer  and  settling  tank  are 
completed.  These  operations  are  to  be 
earned  on  in  the  waters  of  the  Lough, 
on  ground  which  is  bare  at  low  water 
and  covered  at  high  water,  and  they  can 
only  be  carried  on  during  the  simimer 
and  autumn  months.  The  contracts  for 
these  works  are  not  heavy,  not  more 
than  £60,000  or  £70,000,  and  they  are 
the  only  contracts  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  enter  into  for  a  long  period. 

Mr.  Sexton 


If  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member 
is  carried  it  will  delay  operations  until 
next  year,  a  delay  of  at  least  12  months. 
Already  the  town  has  suffered  a  year's 
delay  in  these  works  through  the  action 
of  the  hon.  Member,  and  I  hope  the 
House  will  mark  its  disapproval  of  the 
action  of  the  hon.  Member.  Instead  of 
the  clause  of  the  hon.  Member,  I  have 
given  Notice  of  an  Amendment  which  I 
will  move  on  the  consideration  of  the 
Lords'  Amendments  to  the  Main  Drain- 
age Bill,  to  the  effect  that  no  action 
shall  be  taken,  or  liability  incurred,  in 
respect  to  these  works  authorized  by  the 
Act,  unless  and  until  approval  has  been 
expressed  by  a  meeting  of  the  ratepayers. 

Me.  CHANCE  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  That 
will  not  be  in  Order. 

Me.  EWAET:  The  portion  of  the 
works  I  have  referred  to  as  being  ne- 
cessary to  proceed  with  before  the 
winter  will  bear  but  a  very  small  pro- 
portion to  the  whole.  Seeing  that  the 
health  of  the  town  has  suffered  so 
much  from  the  want  of  a  scheme  of 
main  drainage,  I  hope  the  House  will 
not  support  the  further  delay  this  clause 
would  occasion.  We  have  had  a  good 
deal  of  discussion  about  Belfast  for 
months  past,  and  reference  has  often 
been  made  to  the  lamentable  loss  of 
life  in  what  may  be  called  a  small  civil 
war.  Strangely  enough,  this  commenced 
about  the  time  the  hon.  Member  made 
his  appearance  there  as  an  advocate  of 
Home  Eule.  But  the  loss  of  life  in 
those  disputes  is  as  nothing  as  com* 
pared  to  the  loss  of  life  the  hon.  Mem* 
ber  wishes  to  make  provision  for 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.)  : 
I  rise  to  Order,  Sir.  Is  it  in  Order  to 
say  the  loss  of  life  the  hon.  Member 
wishes  to  make  provision  for  ? 

Me.  SPEAKER :  I  am  sure  the  hon. 
Member  does  not  wish  to  imply  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  desires  to 
provide  for  the  loss  of  life  ? 

Me.  SEXTON :  Oh,  I  do  not  mind. 

Me.  EWART  :  I  withdraw  the  obeer- 
vation.  But  in  a  sanitcury  sense  the  lose 
of  life  through  a  want  of  a  proper  eye* 
tem  of  main  drainage  works  is  not  lees 
than  200  persons,  and  I  do  hope  the 
House  will  not  incur  the  blood-guiltiness 
of  bringing  about  such  a  state  of  afiPairs. 

Me.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  I  confidently  appeal  to  the 
House — to  all  sections  of  the  Honse — to 
vote  for  the  proposal  of  my  hon.  Friend. 
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I  make  the  appeal  in  confidence,  not 
merely  because  of   the  merits  of  the 
question  being  on  the  side  of  my  hon. 
Friend,  but    because    in    all    previous 
stages  of  the  Bill  my  hon.  Friend  has 
been  able    successfully  to    oppose  the 
narrow  policy  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  by  the  assistance  of  votes  from 
both  sides  of  the  House.    I  trust  the 
impartial  manner  in  which  this  Bill  has 
been  discussed  and  dealt  with  in  previous 
stages  will  continue  to   the  end,  and 
that   when   it    leaves  this  House  the 
credit  of  passing   it    may    be    shared 
among  all   sections  of  the  House.    I 
may  recall   it  to  the   attention  of  the 
House  that  not  a  single  proposal  has  been 
made  by  my  hon.  Friend  that  has  not 
been  opposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Belfast  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Armagh  (Sir  James  Oorry),  and  I 
cite  this  as  a  precedent  to  show  that  the 
burden  of  proof  lies  with  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite,  who  have  been  defeated 
when   opposing    Motions  of  my   hon. 
Friend.    The  House  will  remember  that 
the  whole  action  of  the  House  in  refer- 
ence to  this  Bill  has  been  abnormal.    In 
the  Main  Drainage  Bill  my  hon.  Friend 
the    Member   for    West  Belfast    (Mr. 
Sexton)  was  enabled  to  induce  the  House 
to  deal  with  the  municipal  franchise  of 
Belfaat.    It  was  objected  by  the  Chair- 
man of  Ways  and  Means,  who  is  respon- 
sible for  Private  Bill  legislation,  that  this 
was    an    entirely  anomalous,  unprece- 
dented,    irregular,    and     inconvenient 
course  ;  and  I  must  say,  speaking  gene- 
rallj,  that  his  argument  was  well  worth 
consideration.    But  all  sections  of  the 
House  were  so  convinced  of  the  absolute 
necessity  of  enlarging    the    municipal 
franchise  of  Belfast  in  view  of  the  main 
drainage  scheme,   that   the  conviction 
overcame  these  objections  and  caused 
the  acceptance  of  my  hon.  Friend's  pro- 
posal and  the  introduction  into  the  Main 
I)rainage  Bill  of  a  comparatively  extra- 
neous matter,  the  extension  of  the  muni- 
cipal franchise.    The  House  took  this 
unusual,  if  not  entirely  unprecedented 
course*    on  the  ground  that  while  the 
main,  drainage   scheme  was  large  and 
important  as  affecting  the  whole  body 
of  ratepayers,  on  the   other  hand  the 
franchise  was  so  narrow,   that  it  was 
right  the  latter  should  be  extended,  that 
the  people  of  Belfast  should  have  a  voice 
in  the  control  of  the  large  expenditure. 


Now,  is  not  the  hon.   Gentleman  the 
Member  for  North  Belfast  (Mr.  Ewart) 
asking  the  House  to  stultify  itself  on 
the  whole  ground  upon  which  it  took  an 
exceptional  course,  by  removing  from 
the  ratepayers,  to  whom  you  have  now 
extended  the  franchise,  edl  control  over 
the  drainage  scheme  until  November? 
The  hon.  Gentleman  says  the  delay  in  the 
Bill  will  cause  great  loss  of   life.    I 
should  be  inclined  to  pay  more  attention 
to  that  argument  were  it  not  for  the 
fact  that  this  scheme  and  this  extraordi- 
nary anxiety  for  the  preservation  of  life 
in   Belfast  occurs  with  suspicious   se- 
quence to  the  choice  of  my  hon.  Friend 
to  be  Bepresentative  of  West  Belfast,  and 
his  efforts  to  bring  the  municipal  expen- 
diture of  Belfast  within  the  purview  and 
control  of  all  the  ratepayers.     There  will 
be  no  avoidable  delay.     Surely  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  knows  that  even  if 
the  clause  is  rejected,  no  serious  action, 
so  far  as  the  actual  works  are  concerned, 
can  be  taken  yet  ?  Large  contracts  have 
to  be  made,  on  which  I  will  say  a  word 
presently,  and  great  preparations  have 
to  be  made,  and  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
get  through  these  preliminaries  before 
November ;  therefore  there  will  be  no  loss 
of  time  in  actual  works.    It  is  said  the 
expenditure  before  November  will  be 
small;  but  contracts  may  be  entered 
into  involving  very  heavy  expenditure 
indeed.    I  have  no  desire  to  cast  doubt 
on  the  bona  fides  of  hon.  Gentlemen,  who, 
no  doubt,    mean  what  they  say;   but 
surely  their  words  have  no  binding  effect 
upon  the  Corporation  while  the  latter 
has  power  to  make  these  contracts.   I  say 
that  unless  this  clause  is  passed  the  pre- 
sent Corporation  of  Belfast  will  have  the 
power  to  enter  into  contracts  for  the 
expenditure  of  £300,000,    and   that  in 
face  of  the  fact  that   this  House  has 
decided    that   the  Corporation  is   not 
competent  to  enter  into  such  an  expen- 
diture until  the  large  body  of  the  rate- 
payers have   made  their  voice   heard. 
When  this  Bill  passes  the  Council  will 
dissolve  next  November,  and  it  is  no- 
torious that  not  a  single  member  of  the 
Council  will  be  re-elected,  so  that  the 
House — if  this  clause  is  not  accepted — 
will  come  to  the  astounding  decision  that 
a  Corporation  that  will  not  be  re-elected 
shall   have  the  prospective    power  of 
saddling  the  ratepayers  with  an  expen- 
diture of  £300,000.  I  recognize  with  my 
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hon.  Friend  the  impartial  spirit  with 
which  hon.  Members  have  acted  in  re- 
gard to  this  Bill,  and  I  trust  that  spirit 
will  prevail  to  the  end  of  the  proceed- 
ings. The  House  has  decided  over  and 
over  again  that  the  ratepayers  should 
have  control  over  the  large  expenditure 
upon  the  drainage  scheme,  and  the  way 
to  give  effect  to  that  decision  is  to  pre- 
vent the  present  Corporation  taking 
action  until  the  ratepayers  have  expressed 
their  opinion  by  the  election  of  a  new 
Council. 

Mr.  chance  :  The  hon.  Member 
who  said  that  there  was  an  annual  loss 
of  200  livQS  from  want  of  a  main  drain- 
age scheme  for  Belfast  did  not  even  see 
this  was  a  heavy  accusation  against  the 
Corporation  that  for  half-a-century  made 
no  attempt  to  remedy  the  evils.  In  re- 
ference to  what  the  hon.  Member  has 
said  as  to  the  Amendment  he  proposes 
to  move  to  the  Main  Drainage  Bill,  I 
am  quite  sure  it  would  be  out  of  Order 
on  the  consideration  of  the  Lords'  Amend- 
ments ;  and  without  such  a  clause  as  this 
there  is  no  guarantee  that  the  Corpora- 
tion, in  which  the  people  have  no  confi- 
dence, would  not  burden  the  town  with 
an  expenditure  of  £300,000. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  Before  we  go  to  a 
Division,  Sir,  may  I  ask  you  a  question  ? 
The  hon.  Member  for  North  Belfast  has 
stated  that  it  is  his  intention,  on  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Lords'  Amendments  to 
the  Main  Drainage  Bill,  to  move  the  in- 
sertion of  a  clause  to  provide  for  a  town 
meeting  to  consider  the  scheme.  I  have 
to  ask  you,  Sir,  will  it  be  competent  for 
the  hon.  Member  to  enter  upon  any 
other  matters  than  the  acceptance  or  re- 
jection of  the  Lords'  Amendments  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Any  Amendment 
proposed  by  any  hon.  Member  in  this 
House  must  be  relevant  to  the  Lords' 
Amendment  then  under  considera- 
tion. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  89 ;  Noes 
71 :  Majority  IS.^Div,  List,  No.  212.) 

Clause  added. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  I  ask  the  House  to 
allow  the  third  reading  to  be  taken  now, 
because  the  Main  Drainage  Bill  comes 
on  on  the  20th,  and  if  this  Bill  is  delayed 
a  further  postponement  of  that  Bill  will 
be  necessary. 

Mr.  T.  P.  a  Connor 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time." — {Mr.  Sexton,) 

Mr.  EWAET  :  I  do  not  object  to  the 
Motion. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  BxaBipaued. 

MOTION. 


CRIMINAL   LAW    AMENDMENT    (IRE. 
LAND)  [EXPENSES].— RESOLUTION. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"lliat  this  House  will,  To-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Oommittee  to  consider  of  authorising 
the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by 
Parliament,  of  any  allowances  that  may  be 
made,  and  Expenses  that  may  he  incurred, 
under  the  provisions  of  any  Act  of  the  present 
Session  to  make  better  provision  for  the  pre- 
vention and  punishment  of  Crime  in  Ireland, 
and  for  other  purposes  relating  thereto'' 
(Q.xiQ&D^%Rec(mmendaii<m  signified). — {Mr,  Jack* 
son.) 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
May  I,  upon  this  Motion,  ask  the  Gorem- 
ment  to  give  me  a  distinct  answer  to  a 
question  I  raised  earlier  without  getting 
an  answer  ?    This  is  a  Kesolution  upon 
which  to  found  a  Oommittee,  and  to  that 
extent  it  is  a  matter  of  form,  but  it  is 
one  upon  which  I  may  put  the  question 
again ;  and  that  is,  do  you  expect  a  pri- 
soner to  pay  all  his  expenses  for  the 
transfer  of  his  counsel  and  witnesses? 
The  travelling  expenses  from  Dublin  to 
England  are  less  than  the  expenses  of 
travelling  from  Cork  to    the    Qiant's 
Causeway,  and  it  is  only  a  fair  thing 
that  if  a  prisoner  is  removed  for  trial  to 
such  a  distance  these  expenses  should 
be  defrayed  for  him.    Before  we  allow 
a  Committee  to  be  formed  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  useless  fees  far 
motions  for  cause  we  should  know  whe- 
ther the  expenses  of  counsel  and  wit* 
nesses  in  the  case  of  a  prisoner   torn 
from  his  friends  by  a  chimge  of  venue 
will  be  paid. 

The  ATTOENET  GENERAL  pob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity): Under  this  clause  tilie  same 
course  as  regards  expenses  will  be 
followed  as  in  a  similar  dause  in  the 
Act  of  1882.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  is  probably  aware  that  in  that 
case  the  expenses  of  counsel  were 
when  the  change  of  venue 
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reason  of  the  change.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  wUI  see  that  it  would 
not  be  fair  to  the  taxpayers  to  impoBe  on 
them  the  payment  oi  counael  in  ai]  oases 
where  there  ie  a  change  of  place  of 
trial.  For  instance,  take  the  oaee  of  a 
change  of  vcnne  from  Cork  to  Dublin, 
the  serncee  of  the  very  same  counsel 
would  probably  be  available  more  readily 
than  if  the  proceedings  went  on  in  Oorh. 
That  will  be  done  which  vas  done  in  the 
Act  of  1882 — namely,  that  when  by  a 
change  of  venue  charges  are  incurred 
by  the  prisoner  or  accused  for  extra  ex- 
penses to  obtain  the  serrices  of  counsel, 
those  expenseswillbe  paid;  and  of  course 
tbe  expenses  of  witnesses,  where  there 
ia  a  change  of  venue,  will  also  be  paid. 

Ms.  MAUBICE  HEALT  (Cork): 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
Qeneral  for  Ireland  has  not  answered 
the  question  ;  he  has  mentioned  a  change 
from  Cork  to  Belfast.  Of  course,  in 
Bablia  the  same  counsel  would  act,  for 
there  is  the  Central  Law  Courts.  But 
soppoae  the  change  of  venue  is  to  some 
other  circuit;  then  the  prisoner  could 
sot  employ  the  same  counsel  without  the 
payment  of  special  fees.  Will  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  answer 
that? 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT:  If  we  do  not 
get  an  answer  we  shall  divide. 

Uueetion  pnt. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  HI;  Noes 
48:   Majority63.— (DiT.Li8t,No.  213.) 
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MINTTTES.l— Sat  Fibbt  ra  PAHtiAMSKr— The 

Iiord  Hindlip,  att«r  the  death  of  hi«  (sther. 
FtiBtic  B11.1.H — Fini  Heading — Municipal  Cot- 
poratioiis  Acta  (Ireland)   AmeDdmeat   (No. 
2)*     (lie);    Trusts    {Sootland)    Act   (1867) 
Amemlaieiit  *  (117). 
St««ttd  Stading — Dog  Owners  (91),  negatived, 
Beport — Tithe  Rent-Charga  (110-115). 
PsoviBloMAL   Obdeb   Billb — Seeimd  Reading — 
Elementary  Education  (phriatchurch)  *  (92)  ; 
EloBioi»tapyEducatioo(Mid(lleton  St.  George)" 
(»3)  :  Blementary  Edncation  (London]  ■  (94) ; 
pjgr  and  Sarbow*  (103}. 


DOG  0WNBE8  BILL.— (No.  91.) 

[  The  Lord  Mount-  Ttmple.) 

BEOOND  KXADnra. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

LoED  MOUNT-TEMPLE,  in  moving 
that  the  Bill  he  now  read  a  second  time, 
said,  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  pro- 
vide that  tbe  owner  of  a  dog  should  he 
liable  in  damages  for  any  personal  injury 
done  by  such  dog  to  any  person,  and  it 
should  not  be  necessary  for  any  person 
suing  for  the  recovery  of  damages  for 
any  such  injury  to  show  a  previous  mis- 
chievous propensity  in  saoh  dog,  or  that 
the  owner  knew  or  had  notice  of  such 
mischievous  propensity,  or  that  the 
injury  complained  of  was  attributable 
to  any  negligence  on  the  part  of  t^e 
owner  in  the  keeping  or  management  of 
such  dog.  The  sight  of  dogs  with  jaws 
tied  up  by  iron  muzzles  had  given  to 
multitudes  a  new  impression  of  the 
dangerous  character  of  dogs.  Many, 
who  used  to  think  of  them  as  tame  and 
pleasant  domestic  creatures,  were  aus- 
picious and  alarmed  at  the  sight  of  them, 
and  some  people  had  begun  to  wish  that 
DO  dogs  were  to  be  seen  in  the  street. 
It  was  for  the  interest  of  dogs  and  of 
dog-owners  that  the  rising  prejudice 
against  the  freedom  of  dogs  should  be 
allayed,  for,  though  the  cases  in  which 
dogs  were  savage  and  injured  strangers 
were  very  rare,  they  did  arise,  and  there 
ought  to  be  an  easy  process  for  getting 
compensation  in  the  form  of  damages. 
In  this  respect  the  law  was  absurdly  in- 
efBcaoious.  Theright  of  a  person  injured 
by  the  bite  of  a  dog  to  maintain  an  action 
for  damages  against  the  owner  of  a  dc^ 
depended  on  his  ability  to  prove  by  evi- 
dence, not  only  that  the  dog  was  of  a 
mischievous  and  ferocious  disposition, 
but  that  this  fact  was  known  to  the 
owner  or  person  in  charge  of  the  dog. 
There  had  been  many  cases  in  which  the 
ferocity  of  the  dog  and  the  knowledge 
in  the  owner  of  that  ferocity  were  fuUy 
believed  by  the  neighbourhood,  and  yet 
the  injured  party  lost  his  damages  from 
the  want  of  the  particular  evidence  re- 
quired by  law.  This  was  one  of  the 
instances  in  which  the  law  gave  more 
protection  to  property  than  to  individual 
human  persons ;  for,  by  an  Aot  of  1865, 
damages  for  injury  iniliated  by  dogs  on 
cattle  and  sheep  oould  be  obtained  with- 
out proof  of  the  pteviona  ferocity  of  tb^ 
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dog,  or  previous  knowledge  in  the  person 
who  was  responsible  for  the  dog,  so  that 
if  a  dog  bit  a  calf  in  his  pasture  the  law 
gave  him  easy  redress,  but  if  that  dog 
preferred  to  bite  the  calf  of  his  leg,  the 
law  gave  him  little  more  than  a  nominal 
redress.  None  of  their  Lordships  would 
doubt  that  an  alteration  of  the  whole 
condition  of  the  law  was  required,  but 
there  might  be  a  question  as  to  the  form 
of  that  alteration.  The  ancient  law 
seemed  to  have  been  founded  on  the 
assumption  that  dogs,  like  other  domestic 
animals,  must  be  considered  too  respect- 
ful towards  men  and  women  to  presume 
to  injure  them  until  some  evidence  could 
be  produced  to  prove  an  exception  in  the 
case  of  a  particular  dog.  He  believed 
that  most  lawyers  agreed  that  it  was  not 
necessary  at  the  present  time  to  cling  to 
the  antiquated  doctrine  of  scienter,  and 
he  had  the  result  of  an  inquiry  made 
for  the  opinions  of  the  County  Court 
Judges,  who,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
considered  it  better  to  extend  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Act  of  1865  to  injuries  done 
to  human  beings  than  to  adopt  a  new 
form  of  application  of  the  old  rule  of 
eeienter.  The  owner  was  free  to  have  or 
not  to  have  a  dog.  He  got  the  pleasure 
and  companionship  of  the  animal,  and 
upon  him,  and  not  upon  anyone  else, 
ought  the  risk  to  fall  if  the  dog  turned 
out  to  be  worse  than  he  expected.  On 
these  grounds,  he  hoped  their  Lordships 
would  assent  to  the  second  reading  of 
theBiU. 

Moved  ''  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
—{The  Lord  Mount- Temple.) 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Halsbxtby)  said,  he  was  very  sorry  he 
could  not  recommend  their  Lordships 
to  adopt  the  proposed  alteration  of  the 
law.  No  doubt,  a  person  who  chose  to 
keep  a  mischievous  dog  ought  to  be  re- 
sponsible for  any  injury  done  by  it. 
That  was  the  law  at  present,  and  it  ap- 
plied not  to  dogs  only,  but  to  all  other 
mischievous  animab.  If  a  man  chose 
to  keep  a  tiger,  he  was  bound  to  keep 
it  under  such  conditions  that  it  could 
not  kill  or  injure  human  beings.  If  a 
dog  had  become  ferocious,  and  was  likely 
to  worry  mankind,  the  law  said  that  the 
owner  who  knowingly  permitted  such  a 
dog  to  be  at  large  was  responsible  in 
damages  for  any  injury  it  might  commit. 
So  far  the  law  seemed  to  him  to  be  based 
upon  an  intolligible  principle.    But  now 
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it  was  suggested  that  the  law  should  go 
further.    The  Bill  would  make  peraoos 
liablefordamages  from  accidental  causes, 
as  in  the  case  of  a  dog  bein^  aflfooted 
with  rabies.    He  did  not  think  the  nol^ 
Lord  could  have  contemplated  the  effect 
and  the  far-reaching  consequenoes  of  ti» 
alteration  he  proposed.    The  keeping  of 
a  dog  was  not  in  itself  a  ¥rro]i^y  anLni 
it  were  accompanied  by  negligence  or 
some    culpable    omission    to     pxovidi 
against  the  risk  of  injury  to  the  pabhe. 
He  admitted  that  the  noble  liora  had 
some  precedent  for  his  Bill  in  the  Act  of 
1865.    He  did  not  think  their  Liordslups 
would  approve  this  very  serioaa  alien- 
tion  in  the  law,  which,  in  his  opinioa, 
would  open  the  door  for    numbeilesi 
actions  of  a  frivolous  and  misohievoos 
character. 

On  Question?   Resolved  in  the  nef^m. 


EGYPT— THE    ANGLO-TURKISH    COK- 
VENTION  —  FRANCE   AND   THE 
HEBRIDES-THE    PAPERS. 

OBSEBVATIONS.       QIJSSXTOir. 

The  Eabl  of  CABNABVON  :    My 
Lords,  I  do  not  propose,  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  to  raise  any  diaoussion  intliii 
House  in  reference  to  the  Question  ot 
which  I  have  given  Notice.     It  is  detr, 
from  the  reports  which  have  appeared 
in  the  public  Press,  that  the  positioii, 
diplomatically,  is  one  of  a  certain  amoant 
of  tension  at  the  present  moment    I 
have  no  wish  whatever  to  inorease  thil 
tension.    I  am  quite  conscious  that  tbt 
position  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
is    a  difficult   one,   and — giving  thea 
credit,  as  I  fully  and  sincerely  do,  for 
an  anxious  regard  for  British  interests 
in  Egypt,  and  also  giving  them  credit 
for  teking  into  full  consideration  tlitt 
duty  which  unquestionably  we  owe  to 
Egypt,   having   undertaken    a    certain 
mission,  so  to  say,  not  to  leave  it  unfol- 
filled — I  do  not  propose  to  raise  anj 
question  of  debate  to-night.     I  shall  not 
comment  upon  those  reports  which  hare 
appeared.    I  shall  make  no  criticitma, 
however  friendly,  which  might  place  mj 
noble  Friend  in  a  difficult  position  iat 
reply.    I  shall  leave  it  entirely  to  him 
to  say  much  or  little,  as  he  thinks  bMt 
under  the    circumstances.    One  tluitf 
only  I  would  say.    It  is  stated,  and 
apparently  steted  on  solid  grounds,  thst 
great  pressure  is  being  placed  diploma- 
tically upon  Her  Majes^s  QoveiviMSt 
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with  regard  to  that  Article  which  gives 
uSy  under  certain  oircamstanoes,  the 
right  to  the  re-ocoupation  of  Egypt.  I 
pronounce  no  opinion  on  the  Oonvention 
so  far  as  it  has  appeared ;  but  I  will 
venture  to  say  this  much — that  I  think 
the  Govemment  have  g^ne  to  the  ex- 
treme verge  of  that  which  was  prudent 
and  safe,  and  I  sincerely  trust  that  no 
amount  of  diplomatic  or  political  pres- 
sure will  induce  them  to  go  one  single 
step  further  in  the  direction  of  that 
re-oooupation — I  mean,  of  course,  one 
sinp^le  step  further  towards  giving  up  the 
daim  for  re-occupation.  I  aahere,  there- 
fore, to  my  resolution  with  which  I 
started,  and  I  will  merely  ask  my  noble 
Friend,  When  he- will  be  in  a  position  to 
lay  the  Papers  on  this  most  important 
transaction  on  the  Table  of  the  House, 
without  the  reading  of  which  it  will  be 
difficult  for  your  Lordships  to  form  any 
fair  and  impartial  conclusion  ? 

The  PEIME  MINISTER  and  SE- 
CRETARY OP  STATE  FOR  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquessof  Salisbubt): 
My  Lords,  I  feel  that  both  in  this  and 
in  the  other  House  very  great  considera- 
tion and  forbearance  have  been  shown 
to  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  refer- 
ence to  this  question,  and  that  no  step 
has  been  taken  in  any  way  to  embarrass 
us  or  create  difficulties.  That  circum- 
stance makes  me  feel  the  more  regretful 
that  I  cannot  at  once  lay  the  Conven- 
tion, and  the  Papers  relating  to  the 
Convention,  on  the  Table  of  the  House ; 
but  the  circumstances  to  which  my  noble 
Friend  has  referred  must,  I  thinl^  with- 
out dwelling  upon  them  further,  show 
that  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  lay  that 
Convention  on  the  Table  until  it  has 
been  ratified.  As  soon  as  it  has  been 
ratified  it  shall  be  laid  on  the  Table.  I 
may  just  say  shortly  what  the  provisions 
are.  Our  position  is  not  one  of  perfect 
freedom.  We  were  not  dealing  with 
tbe  matter  as  res  inUgra.  We  had 
pledges  of  a  very  binding  character 
which  we  inherited,  and  binding  in  two 
directions.  It  was  not  open  to  us  to 
assume  the  protectorate  of  Egypt  in  the 
way  that  the  French  Government 
assumed  the  protectorate  of  Tunis,  even 
supposing — a  question  upon  which  I 
desire  to  give  no  kind  of  opinion — that 
such  a  course,  on  other  grounds,  would 
be  consistent  with  International  Law 
and  the  interests  of  this  country.  It 
was  not  open  to  us  to  do  so,  because  Her 


Majesty's  Gt)vemment  had  again  and 
again  pledged  themselves  that  they 
would  not  do  so.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
was  not  open  to  us  to  abandon  the  task 
we  had  undertaken  and  leave  the 
Egjrptians  without  any  protection  from 
those  evils  to  which  undoubtedly,  by  the 
force  of  events,  our  intervention  had 
tended  more  to  expose  them.  We  had 
no  right  to  leave  them  at  the  mercy 
either  of  any  kind  of  foreign  invasion, 
such  as  they  have  had  to  deal  with  and 
repel,  or  exposed  to  the  dangers  of  in- 
ternal troubles  which  had  brought  their 
State  within  a  very  short  distance  of  de- 
struction. My  noble  Friend  has  dwelt 
upon  that  pledge,  and  he  does  us  no  more 
than  justice  when  he  expresses  his  con- 
viction that  it  is  a  pledge  which  has  been 
constantly  present  to  our  minds,  and 
which  we  have  done  our  utmost  to  fulfil. 
Hedged  in  on  one  side  and  the  other  by 
these  two  pledges,  we  had  to  find  a  so- 
lution of  the  question  which  should  be 
agreeable  to  both  of  them,  and  we  did 
not  feel  that  it  was  a  solution  which 
could  be  indefinitely  postponed.  Not 
only  was  there  considerable  expense  in- 
curred by  this  country,  for  which  Par- 
liament would  naturally  desire  to  see 
some  practical  motive ;  but  it  was  un- 
doubtedly the  fact  that  our  presence  in 
^S7P^>  imrecognized  by  any  Convention, 
did  inspire  the  Ottoman  Court  with  con- 
siderable disquietude  and  gave  the  sub- 
jects of  the  Sultan  cause  for  a  suspicion 
which  we  did  not  deserve,  but  wluch  it 
was  very  natural  that  they  should  enter- 
tain. We  were  very  anxious  to  sustain 
the  authority  of  the  Sultan,  and  not  to 
give  any  handle  for  the  belief  that  we 
entertained  designs  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree against  his  just  rights.  Guided  by 
these  motives,  we  have  agreed  to  a  Con* 
vention  being  signed.  We  have  au- 
thorized the  signing  of  a  Convention 
which  has  been  negotiated  by  my  friend 
Sir  Drummond  Wolff,  to  whose  skill, 
tact,  and  patience  I  am  bound  to  pay  a 
very  high  tribute ;  and  the  terms,  with- 
out g^ing  into  m&ny  details,  may  be 
briefiy  described  as  follows : — There  is 
something  in  it  about  the  Suez  Canal 
and  Protocols  in  reference  to  it ;  and  there 
are  other  details.  But  what  my  noble 
Friend  was  most  concerned  to  know  was 
as  to  the  presence  and  stay  of  our  troops 
in  Egypt.  We  have  engitfed,  subject  to 
certain  oonditions,  whicm  I  shall  state,  to 
withdraw  pur  troops  from  Egypt  at  the 
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expiration  of  three  years  from  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Oonvention,  and  we  shall 
cease  at  the  end  of  five  years  to  have 
the  right  secured  to  us  up  to  that 
time  to  appoint  the  officers  of  the 
Egyptian  Army.  But,  in  the  first  place, 
that  engagement  is  limited  by  the  con- 
dition ^at  if  there  is  any  danger,  ex- 
ternal or  internal,  to  be  apprehended 
at  the  time  when  this  evacuation  is 
due,  it  will  be  adjourned,  and  will 
not  take  place  until  that  external  or  in- 
ternal danger  has  passed  by.  After  the 
eyacuation  has  taken  place  we  shall  then 
have  to  deal  with  what  may  happen 
during  the  absence  of  our  troops  from 
^S>7P^-  ^  three  contingencies  we  re- 
tain the  right  of  sending  our  troops 
back — namely,  if  there  is  danger  of  ex- 
ternal invasion,  if  there  is  danger  of 
internal  disturbance  of  order,  or  if  there 
is  danger  of  the  Government  of  Egypt 
not  fulfilling  its  international  obliga- 
tions. But  we  are  under  the  obligation, 
as  soon  as  the  danger  is  dispelled,  to 
withdraw  our  troops  again.  The  Sultan, 
it  is  recognized  in  the  Oonvention — but 
it  is  a  right  not  derived  from  the  Con- 
vention— the  Sultan  has  the  same  right 
of  sending  in  his  troops  for  the  same 
causes.  No  other  nation  is  to  have  any 
right  to  send  troops  into  Egypt  except 
for  the  purpose  of  transport,  which  is 
strictly  regulated.  These  are  the  con- 
ditions which  have  been  agreed  upon 
between  the  Porto  and  ourselves.  It  is 
simply  an  agreement  between  the  Porte 
and  ourselves ;  and  your  Lordships  will, 
therefore,  observe  that  supplementary 
proceedings  will  be  required  to  give  it 
full  force  and  effect.  The  assent  of 
other  Powers  will  be  necessary  to  some 
of  these  stipulations;  and  unless  that 
assent  is  given  our  engagements  lose 
their  validity,  and  we  remain  in  the 
same  position  as  we  were  in  before. 
Our  engagements  are  made  to  the  Porte, 
and  to  the  Porto  alone.  My  Lords,  I 
think  that,  on  the  whole,  perhaps  I  had 
bettor  follow  the  cue  given  to  me  by  my 
noble  Friend,  and  not  dwell  any  further 
on  considerations  which  I  could  not 
entor  into  at  any  great  length  without 
the  risk  of  saying  something  which  I  had 
better  not  say.  I  will  merely  say  that,  the 
earliest  possible  time  aftor  the  ratifica- 
tion, I  propose  to  lay  on  the  Table  all 
the  Papers  connected  with  this  Oonven- 
tiouy  excepti  of  course,  those  connected 
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with  the  negotiations  with  other  Powers, 
which  will  be  presented  on  a  future 
occasion. 

The  Eabl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  I  rise 
to  ask  the  noble  Marquess  one  or  two 
questions  on  this  matter,  although  I  do 
not  wish  to  discuss  now  the  tonus  of  the 
Oonvention  which  has  been  signed.  The 
noble  Marquess  said  that  in  the  Oon- 
vention there  was  something  about  the 
Suez  Oanal.  That  is  a  mattor  of  such 
high  importance  that  it  would  be  satis- 
factory if  we  could  know  in  some  general 
terms  what  that  something  is.  Another 
question  which  I  would  ask  is,  whether 
we  are  to  be  the  sole  judges  as  to  send- 
ing the  troops  back  to  Egypt  in  case  of 
necessity,  or  whether  the  Porto  will  join 
in  that  determination  ?  I  would  further 
ask  whether  there  is  any  agreement  with 
regard  to  the  time  for  the  evacuation 
of  our  troops  after  the  restoration  of 
order  ? 

The  Mabqtjess  of  SALISBURY:  As 
to  the  first  question  in  regard  to  the 
Suez  Oanal,  I  did  not  dwell  upon  it,  be- 
cause, as  I  thought,  the  noble  Earl 
opposite  would  be  fully  informed,  from 
his  official  experience,  that  all  we  have 
done  is  to  carry  out  Lord  Granville's 
engagements.  Lord  Granville  engaged 
that  the  Oanal  should  be  open  to  all 
persons  at  all  times,  and  to  that  engage- 
ment we  have  strictly  adhered.  The 
noble  Earl  next  asks  whether  we  are  to 
be  the  judges,  or  the  Porto  is  to  be  the 
judge,  as  to  the  necessity  for  the  re- 
entry of  the  troops  ?  We  are  to  act  in 
full  communication  with  the  Porto ;  but 
we  have  declined  to  make  the  consent 
of  the  Porto  a  condition  precedent  to 
our  going  in,  and  that  for  the  very  ob- 
vious reason  that  the  dangers  which  we 
wish  to  guard  against  might  arise  at  any 
moment;  and  if  it  was  necessary  to 
have  negotiations  with  Oonstantinople 
before  action  was  taken,  the  dancer 
might  become  much  more  formidable 
than  if  action  were  taken  at  once.  There 
is  a  distinct  eng^ement  between  the 
Porto  and  ourselves  that  the  troops  shall 
be  withdrawn  the  moment  the  danger 
ceases. 

TITHE  EENT-OHARQE  BILL.-(No.  110.) 
(Th$  Marqueaa  of  Salitbuiy.) 
BEFOBT  OF  AHBNDMBNTS. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
OrderJ. 
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Clause  2  (Liability  of  owner  of  lands 
for  rent-charge). 

Lord  BEABOURNE  said,  he  rose  to 
move,  in  page  1,  line  1 7,  after  (^^oease,") 
to  insert — 

(*'  Provided  that  if  tho  owner  of  less  than 
one  hundred  acres  of  land,  Tvithout-any  pro- 
ceedings under  this  Act,  and  within  three 
months  after  any  rent  charge  becomes  payable, 
pays  the  same  in  the  parish  or  parishes  in 
which  his  land  is  situate,  he  shall  be  entitled 
to  deduct  therefrom  five  per  cent  in  considera- 
tion of  the  personal  liability  imposed  upon  him 
by  this  Act.") 

He  proposed  to  restore,  with  some  little 
alteration,   the  Proviso  at  the  end  of 
Clause  2,  which  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  Qovernment  introduced,  but 
which    was    subsequently    withdrawn. 
Their  Lordships  would  bear  in  mind 
that  there  was  this  singular  feature  in 
the  Bill,  that  whereas  it  was  avowedly 
introduced  on  account  of  the  difficulties 
which  had  arisen  in  connection  with  the 
incidence  and  mode  of  collection  of  tithes, 
there  was  not  one  clause,  nor  one  line  of 
a  clause,  which  afforded  the  slightest 
relief  to  the  tithepayers,   whose  com- 
plaints had  brought  those  difficulties 
prominently  before  the  public.     He  de- 
sired that  the  Bill  should  not  go  down 
to  the  other  Hou^e  without  showing  that 
their  Lordships  had  at  least  some  little 
consideration  for  the  tithepayer,   who 
was  complaining  so  much.  At  present  this 
was   emphatically  a   titheowners'  Bill. 
He  observed  that  at  a  Diocesan  Con- 
ference, held  at  Lambeth  the  previous 
day,  under  the  presidency  of  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  a  number  of  earnest 
but,  as  he  (Lord  Brabourne)  thought, 
short-sighted  Churchmen  had  come  to 
an  unanimous  resolution  that,  ^4n  the  in- 
terest of  the  titheowners,  it  was  desirable 
that  this  Bill  should  at  once  become  law 
without  amendment."     No  doubt,  this 
was  the  titheowners'  view.  The  Bill  was 
aimed  at  owners  of  land,  and  especially 
at  the  class  of  small  owners,  the  number 
of  whom  they  were  all  agreed  it  was 
desirable  to  increase;  and  he  feared  that 
the  Inevitable  result  of  the  Bill,  if  it 
passed  in  its  present  shape,  would  be  to 
intensify    and    extend    the    agitation 
against  tithes,  and  also  to  enrol  among 
the   supporters  of  that  agitation  men 
who,  by  a  little  wise  and  well-considered 
legislation,  would  have  been  kept  in  a 
different  camp.  The  first  blow  would  fall 
upon  these  smallowners;  but,  to  his  mind, 
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the  eventual  result  of  that  BUI  must  be. 
a  great  blow  to  the  tenant  farmers  of 
England.  He  earnestly  urged  their 
Lordships  to  consider  how  this  would 
be  brought  about.  They  were  going  to 
repeal  the  Law  of  Distraint  in  regard  to 
tithe,  whilst,  in  the  same  breath,  the 
supporters  of  this  proposal  declared  that 
tithe  was  more  sacred  than  rent,  and  was 
a  prior  charge  upon  the  land.  If  this 
was  the  case,  how  could  they  logically 
refuse  the  demand,  which  would  in- 
fallibly follow,  that  they  should  repeal 
the  Law  of  Distraint  in  regard  to  rents? 
The  moment  they  did  that  they  would 
create  an  entire  revolution  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  whole  of  the  landed 
property  of  England.  Landowners 
would  no  longer  be  able  to  grant  to 
their  tenants  the  indulgence  now  con- 
stantly granted  of  holding  their  rents  in 
hand  during  that  portion  of  the  year  in 
which  no  returns  came  from  farming, 
and  of  clearing  up  their  rents  several 
months  after  they  bad  become  actually 
due.  The  repeal  of  the  Law  of  Dis- 
traint would  compel  landowners  to  re- 
quire rents  to  be  paid  at  less  intervals 
of  time,  and  would  oblige  them  to  en- 
force more  exactness  and  punctuality, 
and  to  see  that  rent  was  paid,  or  adequate 
security  given,  within  a  limited  time. 
All  this  would  in  its  working  inflict 
great  inconvenience  upon  the  body  of 
tenant  farmers.  But  at  the  present  mo- 
ment he  was  dealing  only  with  the  small 
owners  of  land.  Had  they  or  had  they 
not  reason  to  complain  ?  The  other  day 
his  noble  Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment taunted  him  with  not  having 
shown  the  shadow  of  a  case  for  the  re- 
valuation of  tithe.  He  (Lord  Brabourne) 
always  bore  the  taunts  and  jeers  of  his 
noble  Friend  with  great  equanimity, 
because  they  showed  that  he  was  in 
good  health  and  spirits,  which  no  one 
more  devoutly  than  he  wished  for  his 
noble  Friend.  But  the  taunt  was  mis- 
placed in  this  instance,  because  he  had 
not  been  attempting  to  make  out  acase  for 
the  re-valuation  of  tithes,  but  had  only 
incidentally  remarked  that  if  his  noble 
Friend  had  found  himself  able  to  pro- 
pose any  such  measure,  he  would  have 
done  more  to  meet  the  public  feeling 
than  by  the  present  Bill.  The  tithepayers 
had  a  good  deal  to  complain  of  on  account 
of  the  amount  of  the  tithe  rent- charge, 
its  inequality,  the  manner  in  which  it  had 
been  commuted,  and  the  principle  in  iq- 
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spect  to  tithe  lately  avowed  by  the  Head 
of  the  Goyemment.    His  noble  Friend 
of    other  day  said   that  he  had  not 
brought  forward   any  figures;  but  he 
could    have   quite    oyerwhelmed    their 
Lordships  with  figures,  if  he  had  desired 
to  do  so,  as  regarded  the  amount.   Any- 
one who  had  inquired  into  the  subject 
must  be  well  aware  that  in  many  in- 
stances that  amount  was  excessive,  ex- 
ceeding, as  it  did,  the  rent,  and  pressing 
hardly  upon  the  land.    As  to  the  in- 
equality, that  also  was  beyond  doubt. 
In  his  own  case  he  had,  at  that  moment, 
on  his  hands  a  large  field  situate  in  two 
parishes.    In  the  one  parish  the  tithe 
was  commuted  at  10«.,  in  the  other  at  7«. 
per  acre,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
latter  was  the  best  part  of  the  field.    In 
another  case  the  rent  was  19«.  per  acre,  of 
which  10«.  went  to  the  landowner  and  9^. 
to  the  titheowner.  These  instances  could 
be  indefinitely  multiplied.    The  fact  was 
that  the  manner  in  which  tithe  was  com- 
muted in  1836  caused  great  inequality. 
The  average  of  the  receipts  of  the  seven 
previous  years  was  taken  at  the  time  of 
commutation.  Consequently,  if  the  tithe- 
owner  had  been  exacting,  a  heavy  tithe 
was  put  upon  the  land ;  if  he  had  been 
careless  or  liberal,  the  tithe  was  lighter ; 
or,  take  it  another  way,  the  man  who  had 
farmed  well  up  to  the  mark  and  had  his 
land  in  good  condition   paid  a  heavy 
tithe,  while  the  man  who  farmed  badly 
and  neglected  his  land  paid  a  light  tithe. 
All  these  things  tended  to  show  that, 
after  50  years,  there  was  justice  in  the 
demand  for  re-valuation.     But,   above 
all,  the  principle  lately  avowed  by  the 
noble  Marquess  made  it  very  desirable 
that   we    should  know  the  ^ound  on 
which  we  were  standing.     The  noble 
Marquess  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
said  tithe  was  the  tenth  of  the  produce 
of  the  land,  totally  irrespective  of  the 
cost  of  production.  That  was  the  ancient 
Law  of  Tithe,  at  a  time  when  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  land  cost  little;    but  now, 
when  the  cost  of  cultivation  was  so  great 
that,  according  to  fair  calculation,  the 
value  of  £7  per  acre  for  wheat,  as  stated 
by  the  noble  Marquess,  was  only  ob- 
tained by  an  expenditure    of    £6   per 
acre,  to  abstract  a  tenth  from  the  value 
of  £7  so  obtained,  was  a  doctrine  which 
he  believed  would  not  be  accepted  by 
the  people  of  England.    If  such  a  prin- 
ciple was  to  be  acted  upon,  their  Lord- 
ships would  witness  a  revolution  against 
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tithe  which  would  shake  the  fabric  of 
the  Establishment.  He  thought  it 
would  be  a  wise  thing,  at  this  moment, 
to  consider  whether  they  could  not 
sweeten  to  the  tithepayers,  in  some  small, 
measure,  the  Bill,  before  sending  it 
down  to  the*  other  House.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  there  was  a  great  case  for. 
reduction  with  regard  to  those  poor 
owners,  because  they  were  the  men  who 
had  suffered  largely  by  the  legislation 
of  the  last  50  years.  Seeing  that  their 
Lordships  were  landowners  themselves, 
he  wished  to  avoid  the  possibility  of 
their  being  charged  with  selfishness  in 
this  matter,  and,  therefore,  he  asked 
them  to  extend  this  relief  only  to  those 
small  owners  who  were  most  in  need  of 
it.  It  might  be  asked,  however,  why 
he  chose  the  figure  100  ?  It  was  obvious 
that  they  must  take  some  figure,  just  as 
£2  was  taken  in  Clause  10  as  the  amount 
to  which  compulsory  redemption  under 
that  clause  should  be  applicable,  and  he 
believed  that  1 00  acres  would  cover  the 
bulk  of  the  small  owners  throughout  the 
country.  In  any  case,  their  Lordships 
were  going  to  impose  a  personal  liability 
where  none  now  existed.  They  ought 
to  give  some  compensation,  and  the  com- 
pensation which  he  asked  for  was  a 
small  one.  In  his  owa  opinion  it  was 
too  small.  He  believed  that  if  their 
Lordships  consented  to  the  restoration  of 
this  Proviso  they  would  be  showing  their 
sympathy  with  a  class  who  emphatically 
deserved  it,  affording  an  inducement  to 
the  speedy  payment  of  tithes,  and  making, 
at  the  same  time,  a  concession  in  the 
direction  at  once  of  justice  and  of  wis- 
dom. 

Amendment  moved. 

In  page  1,  line  17,  after  ("  cease,'*)  insert — 
(**  Provided  that  if  the  owner  of  less  than  one 
hundred  acres  of  land,  without  any  proceedings 
under  this  Act,  and  within  three  months  after 
any  rent  charge  becomes  payable,  pays  the 
same  in  the  parish  or  parishes  in  which  his 
land  is  situate,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  dedact 
therefrom  five  per  cent,  in  consideration  of  the 
personal  liability  imposed  upon  him  by  this 
Act.")-~(rA«  Lord  Bralnmmc.) 

LoED  ELLENBOEOUGH  said,  he  con- 
sidered the  proposition  of  the  noble  Lord 
a  very  moderate  one. 

Lord  BEAM  WELL  said,  he  must  ex- 
press his  surprise  at  the  speech  of  the 
noble  Lord  who  moved  the  Amendment. 
In  his  judgment,  the  great  reason  for 
this  Bill  was  the  difficulty  of  making  the 
occupier  of  the  land  understand  that  tho 
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question  was  not  one  between  him  and 
the  titheowner,  but  one  between  the 
owner  of  the  land  and  the  titheowner. 
The  noble  Lord's  case  wae  founded  on 
the  idea  that  the  landowner  incurred 
some  additional  responsibility.  He  did 
nothing  of  the  sort.  The  landowner  wae 
the  person  liable  for  the  tithe.  The 
Tithe  Oommutation  Act  expreasi;  said 
■o.  It  was  true  that  he  oould  not  be 
directly  got  at  for  non  -  payment  of 
tithe  bj  the  ocoupier,  but  he  could  be 
indirectly  got  at  in  this  way — that  if  the 
landowner  appointed  his  tenant  to  pay 
he  receivad  less  rent  from  his  tenant  than 
he  otherwise  would,  end  if  the  land- 
owner did  not  agree  with  his  tenant 
that  the  latter  should  pay,  the  land- 
owner was  liable,  if  he  did  not  pay,  to 
the  tenant  if  distrained  on.  The  land- 
owner tras  at  present  as  much  liable  to 
the  tithe  as  he  would  he  by  this  Bill. 
By  it  it  was  proposed  that  he  should  be 
got  at  directly  by  a  suit  to  be  brought 
against  him  for  the  recovery  of  tithe  ; 
hut  it  was  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  he 
incurred  a  pennyworth  of  liability  more 
than  he  was  subject  to  at  the  present 
time.  In  these  oircuinstanoeB,  the  foun- 
dation of  the  noble  Lord's  case  seemed 
to  fail.  It  was  urged  by  the  noble  Lord 
that  they  should  sweeten  the  Bill  for  the 
acceptance  of  the  other  House.  Let 
their  Lords  sweeten  it  if  they  chose ; 
but  he  asked  them  not  to  sweeten  it  by 
a  sort  of  plunder  of  the  titheowner. 

Thk  EABLOFKIMBERLETsaid,  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  (Lord  Bram well) 
complained  that  there  was  no  distinotioa 
in  substance  between  this  Bill  and  the 
law  as  it  present  stood.  But  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  had  stated  the  distinc- 
tion himself  with  admirable  clearness. 
No  doubt,  it  was  a  question  between  the 
titheowner  and  the  landowaer.  At  pre- 
sent the  relationship  was  an  indirect  one, 
but  this  Bill  proposed  to  make  it  a  ques- 
tion of  direot  relationship  ;  and  surely 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  would  net 
say  that  this  was  not  a  difference. 

The  PEIME  MINISTER  Aim  SE- 
CEETAHT  OF  STATE  for  FOEEIQN 
AFFArE8(TheMarqaeaa  of  Salisbcet) 
said,  that  the  only  thing  which  the  occu- 
piers vould  suffer  from  by  the  passing 
of  this  Bill  would  be  that  they  would  no 
longer  be  liable  to  have  their  goods  dis- 
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be  a  hostile  act  on  the  part  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  was  said  that  a  great  change 
had  taken  place  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter, but  he  confessed  that  he  was  unable 
to  see  it.  It  seemed  to  him  that  that 
which  was  liable  for  tithe  now,  as  in  the 
past,  would  be  the  land.  Those  people 
who  were  owners  of  100  acres  of  land 
were,  if  not  invariably,  certainly  in  the 
large  majority  of  instances,  the  occu- 
piers of  their  own  land,  and  they  had 
been  paid  tithes  all  along  without  any 
change  whatever  in  their  position.  They 
were  the  last  persons  in  the  world  who 
had  any  reli^  to  claim,  because  their 
position  was  in  no  way  changed.  There 
were  some  parishes  where  there  were  a 
great  many  owners  as  oompared  with 
occupiers,  and  in  those  parishes,  where, 
no  doubt,  there  would  be  many  owners 
of  leas  than  100  acres,  the  clergyman 
would  not  be  in  Ihe  least  relieved  by 
the  passage  of  this  Bill  from  the  trouble 
he  incurred,  and  he  would  have  nearly 
as  many  persons  to  deal  with  as  before. 
Therefore,  the  reason  for  deducting  the 
5  per  cent  commission  to  him  would 
disappear.  On  the  whole,  it  seemed  to 
him  that  the  proposal  was  not  one  that 
the  House  ought  to  accept;  and  he 
must  objeot  to  the  idea  of  making  the 
Bill  sweet  for  the  consumption  of  the 
other  House.  The  other  House  was 
perfectly  capable  of  taking  care  of  itself, 
and  whatever  it  thought  necessary  it 
would  probably  insert  and  send  back  to 
this  House  in  the  Bill.  But  be  thought 
their  Lordships  had  better  send  the  Bill 
down  in  the  shape  they  thought  itought 
to  be,  and  leave  the  other  House  to  suit 
its  own  palate. 

LoBD  BGABOUBNE  explained,  that 
he  had  not  expreased  a  wish  to  sweeten 
the  Bill  to  the  other  House,  but  to  the 
tithepayers. 

On  Question  f  Renlvtd  in  the  negativB. 

Clause  agrtei  to. 

Clause  4  (Attachment  of  rent). 

Thk  MABftUBss  o?  SALISBURY 
said,  he  rose  to  move  the  insertion  of 
words  to  the  effect  that  the  County  Court 
Judge,  before  making  an  order  for  the 
attachment  of  rent  due  to  the  landowner 
for  the  payment  of  tithe  rent-charge, 
must  be  satisfied  that  recovery  could  not 
be  had  with  reasonable  despatch  in  any 
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against  this  clause.  But,  on  tbe  whole, 
he  thought  the  best  way  would  be  to 
limit  it,  and  not  to  permit  the  titheowner 
to  seek  the  remedy  given  by  it  unless 
he  could  satisfy  the  Court  that  he  could 
not  get  his  money  with  reasonable  de- 
spatch in  any  other  way.  There  was  the 
danger  that  the  section  providing  sum* 
mary  execution  might  produce  the  very 
evils  which  it  was  desired  to  guard 
against,  and  he  thought  that  they  had 
done  enough  for  the  titheowner  in 
putting  it  into  the  Act  that  he  had  the 
right  to  attach  the  rent. 

Amendment  movedy  in  page  4,  line  9, 
after  ("unsatisfied,")  insert  ("and  that 
recovery  cannot  be  had  with  reasonable 
despatch  in  any  other  way.") — {The 
Jiarqueee  of  Saliehury,) 

Lord  HEESOHELL  said,  he  agreed 
entirely  with  what  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  Marquess.  There  had  been  ground 
for  apprehending  that  the  effect  of  the 
clause  as  it  stood  would  have  been  to  do 
away  with  much  of  the  benefit  to  be 
derived  from  the  operation  of  this  mea- 
sure. 

On  Question  ?  Reeolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Marquess  of 
Sausbuby,  Sub-sections  (2)  (3)  and  (4) 
were  struck  out. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  6  (Effect  on  existing  contracts 
of  tenancy). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Marquess  of 
Sausbuby,  Amendment  made,  in  page  6, 
line  12,  at  end  of  Clause  3,  inserting  as 
a  fresh  paragraph : — 

('<  Where,  by  reason  of  the  redemption  of  the 
tithe  rent- charge  on  any  lands,  the  tenant  or 
other  person  holding  such  lands  under  the  owner 
by  virtue  of  any  contract  existing  prior  to  such 
redemption  is  liable  to  pay  any  increased  sum  on 
account  of  rates,  he  shall,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  such  contracts,  be  entitled  to  deduct 
such  increase  from  his  rent.") 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  9  (Provision  for  redemption  of 
rent-charge). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Bishop  of 
London,  Amendment  made,  in  page  8, 
line  13,  by  adding  at  the  end  of  Sub-sec- 
tion 1 — 

(**  Provided  that  in  the  case  of  disagreement, 
where  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  are 
themselves  the  payors  of  the  tithe  rent  charge, 

The  Marjuese  of  Salieburjf 


the  amount  and  term  of  the  annuity  shall  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Lord  Ck)mmi8sioner8,  who  shall 
hear  both  parties  and  shall  also  take  the  opinion 
of  the  bishop  as  required  by  the  preceding 
clause  of  this  Act,  and  whose  decision  shall  Iw 
final.'') 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Marquess  of 
SAiiiSBURY,  the  following  new  Clause  was 
inserted,  after  Clause  10: — 

(Redemption  of   tithe   rent  charge  on  lands 
divided  into  plots  for  buildmg.) 

{**  Where  lands  charged  with  tithe  rent  charge 
are,  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  about  to  be 
divided  for  building  or  other  purposes  into 
numerous  plots,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
owner  of  such  land  to  redeem  the  tithe  rent 
charge  on  such  land  before  such  division,  and, 
if  he  fails  so  to  do,  he,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
shall  be  liable  to  pay  the  costs  incurred  in  any 
subsequent  redemption  of  such  tithe  rent  chaige. 
Where  lands  charg^  with  any  tithe  rent 
charge  have  been  or  are  about  to  be  divided  for 
building  or  other  purposes  into  numerous  plots, 
whether  houses  have  or  have  not  been  built 
upon  such  plots,  the  provisions  of  this  Act  with 
respect  to  Uie  redemption  of  tithe  rent  charge 
to  an  amount  not  exceeding  two  pounds  sh^ 
apply  to  the  said  tithe  rent  change,  and  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  on  the  application 
of  any  person  interested  either  in  the  tithe  rent 
charge  or  in  any  part  of  such  lands,  may  re- 
quire the  owner  of  the  lands  to  redeem  the  same 
in  accordance  with  those  provisions,  and  where 
the  lands  have  been  divided  the  tithe  rent  charg^e 
may  be  apportioned  among  the  divisions  in 
such  manner  as  may  be  just,  either  by  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  or  by  the  Land 
Commissioners  on  the  request  of  the  Eccle- 
siastical Commissioners,  and  for  that  purpose 
the  Land  Commissioners  shall  have  the  same 
powers  of  apportionment  as  they  have  under 
the  Tithe  Rent-charge  Acts  specified  in  the 
First  Schedule  to  this  Act.") 

The  Maeqttess  of  SAUSBUBY 
moved  to  insert  the  following  new  Olaiise, 
after  Clause  10: — 

(Money  applicable  for  redemption  of  tithe  rent 

charge.) 

(*•  Any  money  which  may  by  law  be  applied 
in  the  redemption  of  tithe  rent  charge 
charged  on  any  lands  may  be  applied  in  pay- 
ment of  a  capital  sum  for  the  determination  of 
any  annuity  charged  under  this  Act  on  such 
lands  by  way  of  redemption  of  such  tithe  rent 
charge.") 

Lord  BEABOUENE  said,  that  it  did 
not  appear  to  him  that  it  had  heen  suffi- 
ciently taken  into  account  that  a  tithe- 
owner who  received  a  capital  sum  by 
way  of  redemption  would  escipo  ratea 
which  he  (Lord  Brabourne)  foiud  in  his 
own  experience  to  amount  to  'bout  12 
per  cent  on  his  assessment.  TUB  bur- 
den would  be  transferred  to  th  owner 
who  redeemed  the  tithe.    Be  Mid  not. 
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however,  taken  part  in  the  discussion, 
because  he  was  convinced  that  the  terms 
offered  for  redemption  were  so  one-sided 
that  no  sane  landowner  would  be  likely 
to  redeem. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Schedule  1. 

Lord  BRA.BOUENE  called  attention 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  first  inquiries 
instituted  under  the  Extraordinary  Act 
as  reported  in  local  papers.  It  appeared 
that  a  claim  had  been  advanced  on  be- 
half of  the  titheowners  to  inquire  into  the 
value,  not  only  of  the  hop  or  fruit  gar- 
dens in  cultivation  as  such  at  the  time  of 
the  passing  of  the  Act,  but  into  the  whole 
farm  of  which  such  gardens  formed  a 
part,  as  to  its  capability  for  being  con- 
verted into  such  gardens.  If  this  were 
so,  and  the  request  of  the  tithepayers 
for  a  general  re- valuation  of  tithes  was 
at  the  same  time  refused,  there  would  be 
a  mcmifest  injustice.  He  had  understood 
that  the  inquiry  and  charge  to  be  placed 
on  the  land  was  limited  to  existing  gar- 
dens, and  he  begged  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  noble  Marquess  to  the  facts 
reported. 

Schedule  agreed  to, 
Bemaining  Schedules  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Thursday  the 
30th  instant;  and  to  be  printed  as 
amended.  (No.  115.) 

rALAOE  OF  WESTMINSTER— THE  CEN- 
TRAL HALL  —  POSITION  OF  THE 
STATUE  OF  THE  LATE  EARL  OF 
IDDESLEIGH. 

QUESTION.       OBSERVATIONS. 

Lord  MOUNT-TEMPLE,  in  rising 
to  ask  Her  Majesty's  Government,  Whe- 
ther it  was  intended  to  give  permission 
to  the  subscribers  to  the  statue  of  the 
late  Earl  of  Iddesleigh,  to  place  the 
statue  in  the  Oentral  Hall  of  the  Palace 
of  Westminster,  or  on  one  of  the  pedes- 
tals prepared  for  statues  in  the  Lobby 
of  the  House  of  Commons  ?  said,  their 
Ltordships  and  the  Government  had 
a  responsibility  for  preventing  inter- 
ference with  the  architectural  character 
and  harmony  of  the  building.  A  statue 
of  the  late  Earl  of  Iddesleigh  they 
would  all  be  glad  to  see  in  a  proper 
place ;  but  if  it  were  placed  in  the  Oen- 
tral Hall  it  would  detract  from  the  archi- 
tectural features  of  that  Hall  for  which 
it  was  80  much  admired.     There  were  in 


the  Hall  48  pedestals,  and  on  them  48 
statues  in  proper  form,  dignified  by 
crowns  and  surrounded  by  mediaeval 
decorations.  The  statue  of  Earl  Bussell 
seemed  to  have  dropped  down  accident- 
ally into  a  place  not  intended  to  receive 
it.  The  son  of  Sir  Charles  Barry  had 
written  a  letter  in  which  he  said  that 
his  father  would  have  objected  to  the 
statue  of  Earl  Bussell  in  its  present 
position  as  out  of  character  with  the 
Hall  and  a  blot  upon  that  part  of  the 
building.  In  the  Commons  Lobby  there 
were  eight  pedestals  which  Sir  Charles 
Barry  left  to  be  occupied  by  statues. 
Why  should  not  the  statue  of  the  Earl  of 
Iddesleigh  be  placed  upon  one  of  those 
pedestals  where  it  would  be  in  harmony 
with  the  surroundings  ?  The  only  reason 
he  had  heard  for  placing  the  statue  in 
the  Central  Hall  was  that  that  Hall  was 
more  open  to  the  public  than  the  Com- 
mons Lobby.  Many  of  the  great  works 
of  art  in  that  building  were  not  open 
ordinarily  to  the  public.  A  matter  of 
this  kind  ought  not  to  be  left  to  an 
official  like  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  bjit 
it  was  a  matter  upon  which  the  Govern- 
ment and  Parliament  ought  to  express 
an  opinion. 

^  Lord  HENNIKEE  said  he  could  not 
give  the  noble  Lord  an  answer  to  his 
Question,  because  if  he  did  so  he  should 
be  exceeding  his  duty  as  representing 
the  Office  of  Works  in  that  House.  The 
question  was  one  that  rested  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  Lord  Great  Chamber- 
lain ;  and,  therefore,  it  would  not  be 
right  on  his  part  to  discuss  whether  it 
should  remain  in  his  hands  or  in  the 
hands  of  the  Board  of  Works,  or  any 
other  authority,  although  it  was  un- 
doubtedly one  of  great  interest,  and 
they  were  indebted  to  the  noble  Lord 
for  bringing  it  before  them. 

House  adjourned  at  half  past  8ix  o'clock, 

to  Monday  next,  a  quarter 

before  Eleven  o'clock. 
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POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS  (SCOTLAND)— 
DISCHARGE  OF  SEWAGE,  &c.,  INTO 
THE  RIVER  CLYDE. 

Mr.  BEADLAUGH  (Northampton) 
asked  the  Lord  Advocate,  Whether, 
during  the  past  fortnight,  several  thou- 
sand tons  of  silt,  sewage,  and  chemicals 
have  been  discharged  at  the  mouth  of 
Looh  Long  in  the  River  Clyde;  whe- 
ther one  of  these  discharges  of  about 
500  tons  took  place  about  two  to  three 
hours  before  high  water  on  Tuesday, 
31st  May,  and  was  carried  by  the  in- 
coming tide  along  the  Bay  of  Arden- 
tinny  round  the  rocks  into  Lochgoil,  and 
was  there  distinctly  traceable  by  sight 
and  smell  for  a  considerable  distance, 
and  for  at  least  two  boats'  length  from 
the  rocks ;  and,  what  steps,  if  any,  are 
being  taken  by  the  Government,  and 
against  whom,  to  prevent  further  injury 
to  the  fishing  population  of  the  lochs, 
and  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants 
near  Dunoon,  Kim,  and  Blairmore  ? 

The  LOKD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H.  A. 
Macdonald)  (Edinburgh  and  St.  An- 
drew's Universities) :  It  has  been  ascer- 
tained to  be  the  fact  that  large  quan- 
tities of  offensive  matter  have  been 
recently  discharged  at  the  mouth  of 
Loch  Long,  consisting  of  river-dredg^ngs 
and  chemical  refuse.  No  such  discharge 
is  known  to  have  taken  place  on  the 
31st  of  Mav  ;  but  on  the  1st  of  June  the 
contents  of  a  lighter,  believed  to  come 
from  a  chemical  work,  were  discharged, 
and  the  result  of  this  being  done  was 
that  the  effects  could  be  traced  along 
the  shore.  The  Scotch  Department  has 
been  in  active  communication  with  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  this  matter ;  but  as 
no  injury  is  caused  to  navigation,  that 
Board  cannot  interfere.  An  experienced 
officer  of  health  will  be  at  once  dis- 
patched to  the  locality,  with  instructions 
to  make  as  speedy  a  Beport  as  possible. 
I  must  point  out,  however,  to  the  hon. 
Member  that  the  Local  Sanitary  Autho- 
rities have  the  primary  duty  to  interfere 
to  stop  nuisances,  which,  in  the  case  of 
any  illegal  nuisance,  they  can  do  by 
application  to  the  Courts  of  Law  for 
interdict ;  and  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
yernment  cannot  take  the  initiative,  but 
can  only  use  their  powers  to  compel 
dilatory  Sanitary  Authorities  to  do  their 
duty. 


BURMAH  (UPPER)— THE  RUBY  MINES. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton) 
asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  Whether  he  can  now  give  the 
House  any  information  as  to  the  nego- 
tiations,  during  the  past  18    months, 
with  reference  to  the  Burmah  Huby 
Mines ;  whether  he  can  state  the  tenour 
and  several  dates  of  the  various  com- 
munications received  during  that  time, 
or  made  to  Messrs.  Streeter  or  to  any 
person  on  their  behalf,  or  received  from 
or  made  to  any  other  person  or  persons, 
with  reference  to  the  leasing,  letting,  or 
working  the  said  mines,  or  relating  to 
the  sale  or  other  disposal  of  the  produce 
of  such  mines;  whether  he  will  state 
the  names  of  the  several  persons  who 
have  applied  for  permission  to  visit  the 
mines,  the  dates  of  their  several  appli- 
cations,  and    the    respective    grounds 
stated  for  each  such  application,  and  the 
date  and  tenour  of  the  reply  in  each 
case ;  why  permission  was  granted  in 
one  case  and  withheld  in  others ;  and 
who  is  the  person  responsible  for  the 
permission  granted  to  the  representa- 
tives of  Messrs.  Streeter ;  and,  whether 
he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  the  whole  of 
the  Documents,   Reports,   and  Corres- 
pondence, since  the  occupation  of  Bur- 
mah, relating  to  the  said  Ruby  Mines  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  (Sir  John  Gohst)  (Chatham) : 
The  Secretary  of  State  has  called  for  ^e 
Correspondence  on  the  subject  of  leasing 
the  Ruby  Mines  which  has  been  carried 
on  in  India  and  Burmah,  and  which 
has  not  yet  been  sent  home.  As  soon 
as  it  is  received  he  will  consider  what 
part  can  be  laid  upon  the  Table.  In 
the  meanwhile  the  information,  official 
and  private,  in  his  possession  is  so  in- 
complete that  I  cannot  attempt  to  reply 
categorically  to  the  earlier  part  of  the 
Question.  When  the  present  Govern- 
ment came  into  Office,  the  Secretary  of 
State  found  that  the  plan  of  giving  a 
provisional  lease  to  some  firm  or  Com- 
pany had  been  suggested ;  that  with  the 
sanction  of  his  Predecessor  certain  per- 
sons had  been  invited  to  tender;  and 
that  Messrs.  Streeter  had  made  the 
highest  bid.  The  Secretary  of  State, 
however,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  no 
binding  agreement  subsisted  between 
the  Government  of  India  and  Messrs. 
Streeter.  Hd  informed  the  Government 
of  India  that  he  desired  that  the  value 
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of  the  mines  and  the  rights  of  GoTem- 
ment  should  be  carefully  ascertained 
before  pledging  Qovemment,  and  that 
any  arrangements  proposed  should  have 
hie  previous  approval  before  being  tar- 
ried into  effect.  He  also  intimated  that 
the  desirability  of  retaining  the  mines  in 
the  bands  of  Government  was  well 
worthy  of  conBideration.  The  Secretary 
of  State  haa  aot  yet  received  the  Beport 
on  the  value  of  the  mines  which  he 
asked  for,  Dor  have  any  proposed  ar- 
rangemente  been  submitted  for  his  ap- 
proval, and  until  these  are  before  him 
no  decision  can  be  arrived  at.  Mean- 
while, he  has  repeated  his  former  direc- 
tions— that  DO  action  is  to  be  taken 
without  bis  previous  sanction  being  ob- 
tained. The  only  desire  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  is  to  deal  with  the  property  ae 
may  be  beet  for  the  interests  of  the 
people  of  India,  due  regard  being  had 
to  Native  rights.  If  any  persons  have 
been  prevented  from  visiting  the  mines 
on  any  ground  other  than  a  regard  for 
their  personal  safety,  it  bae  been  owing 
to  no  directions  on  his  part,  but  to  some 
misapprehension  on  the  part  of  the  Local 
Authorities.  I  have  now  given  the  hon. 
Member  and  the  House  all  the  informa- 
tion I  can  at  the  present  moment.  As 
soon  as  a  decision  is  arrived  at,  or  the 
fuller  information  asked  for  is  in  the 
possession  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  I 
shall  be  most  happy  to  give  such 
further  particulars  as  may  be  then 
available. 

ADMIRALTY— EXPLOSION  ON  BOARD 
H.M.8.  " RUPERT"  AT;HDLL. 

Mh.  C.  H.  WILSON  (Hull,  W.)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  Whe- 
ther they  have  received  any  explanation 
of  the  esplosion  on  board  H.M.S. 
Rupert,  at  Hull,  during  hand-charge 
practice,  reeulting  in  the  death  of 
ooe  man^and  injury  to  several 
others  7 

Thb  8ECRETAEY  (Mr.  Forwood) 
(Lancashire,  Ormekirk) :  An  explana- 
tion has  been  received  from  the  captain 
of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Rupert  reporting 
that  the  usual  precautions  were  observed 
at  practice ;  but  pending  the  further  in- 
quiry to  be  held,  when  the  injured  men 
are  able  to  give  evideuoe,  the  absolute 
caase  of  the  accident  cannot  yet  be 
Btated. 
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METROPOLITAN  POLICE— NEW  STA- 
TION ON  THE  THAMES  EUBANK- 
MENT. 

Mr.  W.  L.  height  (Stoko-upon- 
Trent)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  Whether  a  coo- 
tract  has  been  entered  into  for  a  new 
police  station  on  the  Thamen  Embank- 
ment; if  so,  what  is  the  contract  price; 
what  will  be  the  rate  per  cubic  foot  of 
building;  and,  out  of  what  funds  the 
cost  will  be  provided  for  ? 

The  8E0RETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.):  No  con- 
tract has  yet  been  entered  into  for  the 
erection  of  the  new  central  police  offices 
on  the  Embankment ;  but  certain  firms 
have  been  invited  to  send  in  tenders  for 
the  foundations.  The  rate  per  cubic 
foot  cannot,  therefore,  be  stated.  The 
cost  will  be  met  out  of  a  loan  which  it  is 
proposed  shortly  to  ask  Parliament  to 
sanction. 

INDIA  — SPECIAL  ALLOWANCES  TO 
TWO  ENGINEER  OFFICERS. 
Me.  king  (Hull,  Central)  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  it  is  true  that  special  allow- 
ances were  granted  to  two  military  offi- 
cers— namely,  Lieutenant  Colonel  J. 
Brown,  B.E.,  Engineer  in  Chief  of  the 
Sind  Fishin  State  Bailway,  and  Major 
T.  Gracey,  B.E.,  Superintendent  Engi- 
neer, Bunnah,  while  civil  engineers  as- 
signed to  similar  duties  in  the  same  dis- 
tricts were  refused  the  same  privilege ; 
if  so,  under  what  circumstances,  and  on 
what  grounds,  the  distinction  was 
made? 

thb  under  SECHETABY  o» 
STATE  (Sir  John  Gorst)  (Chatham) : 
The  Secretary  of  State  has  no  informa- 
tion of  any  such  allowances  having 
been  made  to  the  officers  mentioned  in 
the  Question. 

INDIA— THE  PUBUO  SEHVIOE  OOM- 
MIBSION  —  THB  DNCOVENANTED 
CIVIL  SERVICE. 

Mr.  king  (Hull,  Central)  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  the  Government  of  India, 
having,  since  the  Commission  as  consti- 
tuted under  Sir  Charles  Aitcbison  broke 
up,  appointed  a  limited  Sub-Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  the  admis- 
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fiion  not  only  of  Natives  but  Europeans 
to  all  the  more  important  branches  of 
tbe  Public  Service  connected  with  the 
Civil  administration  of  the  country,  thus 
largely  extending  the  scope  of  the 
inquiry,  any  arrangements  have  been 
made  to  give  the  Uncovenanted  Service 
a  fair  opportunity  of  laying  its  grievances 
before  the  Committee  ;  whether  his  at- 
tention has  been  called  to  the  expres- 
sions of  alarm  in  the  Indian  Press  and 
among  the  Anglo-Indian  community  at 
the  course  being  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Ii^dia,  owing  to  the  suspicion 
that  very  important  changes  are  con- 
templated in  the  organization  and  con- 
ditions of  the  Services,  especially  in  the 
direction  of  a  large  admission  of  Natives 
to  important  positions  in  the  Services ; 
whether  the  Secretary  of  State  has  in- 
formation that  the  Bengal  Chamber  of 
Commerce  has  had  submitted  to  it  a 
letter  strongly  deprecating  the  course 
now  being  pursued  by  the  Government 
in  relation  to  this  question ;  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  grave  interests  in- 
volved, he  can  make  any  statement  with 
regard  to  the  ultimate  object  of  the 
inquiry,  and  the  time  within  which  it 
will  be  brought  to  a  conclusion,  which 
may  have  the  effect  of  re-assuring  in- 
vestors and  others  having  interests  in 
India  that  no  serious  changes  are  about 
to  be  made  in  the  direction  indicated  in 
the  above  letter;  and  what  object  the 
Government  of  India  has  in  view  in  its 
present  proceedings  ? 

TheUNDERSECRETARYofSTATE 
(Sir  John  Qobst)  (Chatham)  :  The 
Public  Service  Commission  has  not 
broken  up.  It  was  originally  appointed, 
in  consequence  of  a  despatch  of  the  Earl 
of  Kimberley,  dated  July  15,  1886,  to 
inquire  into  the  admission  of  natives  of 
India  to  offices  formerly  reserved  exclu- 
sively for  members  of  the  Covenanted 
Civil  Service.  The  Resolution  of  Oc- 
tober 4,  1886,  appointing  the  Commis- 
sion, and  the  Resolution  of  March  8  last, 
appointing  the  Sub-Committee  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  Member,  have  been  laid 
upon  the  Table.  It  is  for  the  Commis- 
sion and  tbe  Sub-Committee  to  make 
arrangements  for  obtaining  full  infor- 
mation on  the  subjects  of  the  inquiry ; 
and  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  Uncovenanted  Service  will  not  be 
given  a  fair  opportunity  for  stating  its 
grievances.  There  is  no  ground  for  the 
alarms  and  suspicions  referred  to  in  the 
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second  and  third  paragraphs  of  the 
Question  which  have  foimd  expression 
in  the  newspaper  articles  and  the  letter 
mentioned.  It  is  intended  that  the  Sub- 
Committee  shall  conclude  its  inquiry  by 
the  autumn  ;  and  that  then  the  Commis- 
sion, as  a  whole,  shall  be  re-constitated 
for  the  purpose  of  preparing  its  Report 
to  the  Government  of  India.  Any 
changes  which  the  Government  of  India 
may  then  have  to  propose  vdll  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
Council,  and  will  be  considered  with  the 
care  due  to  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

CROFTERS      HOLDINGS      (SCOTLAND) 

ACT— LOANS    FOR    FISHING 

HARBOURS. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness)  asked  the 
Lord  Advocate,  What  are  the  terms  on 
which  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland 
will  lend  money  under  the  Crofters  Act 
for  building  and  repairing  fishing  har- 
bours in  the  counties  under  the  Crofters 
Act? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H.  A. 
Macdonald)  (Edinburgh  and  St.  An- 
drews Universities) :  The  Crofters  Act 
does  not  authorize  loans  for  the  construc- 
tion of  harbours,  and,  therefore,  no  terms 
for  such  loans  have  been  adjusted. 

THE  CHIEF  LAND  COMMISSIONERS  AT 
LONGFORD— RE-HEARING  FROM  AP- 
PEAL. 

Mb.  HAYDEN  (Leitrim,  8.)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  it  is  true 
that  an  application  for  the  re-hearing  of 
the  appeal  (Record  No.  2,423)  of  fid- 
ward  Murray,  tenant,  Francis  O'Beime, 
landlord,  came  before  the  Chief  Land 
Commissioners  at  Longford  on  the  23rd 
of  February,  1887 ;  whether  a  period  of 
three  years  had  elapsed  after  the  notice 
before  the  appeal  came  on ;  whether  the 
case  was  struck  out  of  the  list,  and  the 
tenant  ordered  to  pay  the  landlord's 
costs,  solely  on  the  ground  that  a  fee  of 
1«.,  as  provided  by  one  of  the  Bales,  had 
not  been  paid  by  the  tenant ;  and,  whe- 
ther the  attention  of  the  Commissioners 
will  be  drawn  to  the  matter  ? 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  TJNDEB 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kino-Harmait) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied), 
said,  the  Land  Commissioners  reported 
that  the  facts  were  as  stated  in  the 


^—mt^ 


1887 


Civil  ServiM 


{GOMHONS} 


Wrileri. 


placed  by  the  Poitugueee  authorities  in 
the  way  of  communication  by  the  Lower 
Zambeii  and  Shir^,  between  the  African 
coast  and  the  trading  and  mission 
Htations  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake 
Nyaeaa  7 

Thb  UNDEE  8ECRETAHT  w 
STATE  (9ir  James  Fehoubson)  (Man- 
oheeter,  N.E.) :  I  presume  that  my  hon. 
Friend  alludes  to  the  suspension  of  the 
trading  facilities  former^  afforded  by 
the  scale  of  transit  duties  through  the 
Portuguese  territories.  I  stated  on 
Kay  12,  in  answer  to  a  Question  from 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Fartick 
Division  (Ur.  Craig  Sellar),  that  Her 
Majesty's  Oovernment,  having  no  Treaty 
rights  in  that  region,  cannot  object  to 
the  imposition  of  the  Mozambique 
Tariff.  Ker  Majesty's  Consul  there  has 
lately  reported  that  the  revision  of  the 
tariff  of  that  Province  is  under  coi 
sideratios. 

WAR   OFFICE   (AUXILIARY  FOHCES) 
THE   VODNTEERS  —  ASSISTANT  IN- 
STRUCTOaS  IN  SIGNALLING. 
Colonel  EYEE  (Lincolnshire,  Gaius- 
borough)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for    War,   Whether  it  is  possible   to 
arrange  for  an  officer  from  the  brigade 
depSt  to  be  sent  when  necessary  to  the 
head  quarters  of  Volunteer  Corps,  to 
examine  the  officers   and  non-commis- 
sioned officers  as  assistant  instructors  in 
signalling,  so  as  to  avoid  the  necessity 
of  the  latter  being  compelled  to  proceed 
for  the  purpose  to  a  distant  town  ? 

The  SECEETABT  of  STATE  (Mr. 
E.  Staxhopz)  (Lincolnshire,  Horn- 
castle)  :  A  duly  qualiGed  officer  is  de- 
tailed by  the  General  Officer  command- 
ing each  district  to  eiamine  the 
signallers  of  Volunteer  Corpe.  As 
brigade  depots  are  not  provided  with 
instructors  of  signalling,  it  very  fre- 
quently happens  that  no  qualified  offioer 
is  stationed  at  a  brigade  depot.  I  am 
afraid,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  make  the  proposed  alteration. 

CELEBRATION  OF  THE  JUBILEE  YEAR 
OF  HER  MAJESTY'S  REIGN  —  IN- 
CBEABE  OF  PENSION  TO  OLD  SOL- 
DIEBS. 

Ma.  H.  8.  WEIGHT  (Nottingham, 
8.)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  Whether  he  will  consider  the  I 
propriety  of  signalising  Her  Majeety's 


Jnbilee  fear,  in  regard  to  the  Army,  by 
recommending  a  slight  increase,  during 
the  remainder  of  their  lives,  in  the  pen- 
sions of  those  old  soldiers  wh'>  took  part 
in  either  or  both  of  the  two  great  wars 
of  Her  Majesty's  reign — namely,  the 
Crimean  War  and  the  Indian  Mutiny  ? 
The  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
E.  Stanhope)  [Lincolnshire,  Homcastle): 
Ko,  Sir ;  I  am  unable  to  recommend 
that  an  increased  charge  for  pensions 
should  he  created  in  honour  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Jubilee. 

THE  PUBLIC  OFFICES— LOWER  DIVI- 
SION CLERKS  IN  THE  TREASURY 
OFFICE. 

Mb.  AETHUE  O'CONNOE  {Done- 
gal, £.)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Whether  it  is  a  fact,  that  of 
the  six  Lower  Division  clerks  in  the 
Treasury  Office  no  less  than  five  were 
formerly  writers,  and  that  four  of  them 
are  so  efficient  as  to  be  receiving  the 
highest  rate  of  duty  pay ;  and,  whether 
instructions  have  been  issued  to  the 
Civil  Service  Commissioners  to  fill  ap 
121  vacancies  in  the  Lower  Division  of 
clerks  by  the  usual  method  of  competi- 
tive  examination? 

The  SECEETAEY  to  the  TEEA- 
SUET  (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.)  (who 
replied)  said:  There  are  10  Lower 
Division  clerks  in  the  Treasury,  not  six 
as  stated  by  the  hon.  Member-  Of 
these,  seven  were  men  who  had  been 
long  in  the  employment  of  the  Treasury, 
and  on  account  of  the  special  circum- 
stances of  their  case  they  were  placed 
in  the  Lower  Division  at  the  time  when 
it  was  instituted.  Five  of  them  are  re- 
g  duty  pay  ;  but  none  of  them  the 
highest  rate  of  duty  pay  permitted.  Of 
the  121  vacancies  referred  to  in  the 
second  part  of  the  Question,  72  will  be 
filled  by  Lower  Division  clerks  who 
have  obtained  places  on  the  list,  but 
have  not  yet  been  employed.  Directiona 
have  been  given  for  an  examination  to 
be  held  about  August  next. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  WRITERS— aUB-OOM- 
MISSION  OF  INQUIRY. 
Mb.  AETHUE  O'CONNOE  (Done- 
gal, E.)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Whethw  it  is  a  fact  that 
a  Sub -Commission ,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Bergne  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Hum- 
phreys of  the  Civil  Service  Commission, 
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and  Mr.  Bright  of  the  Inland  Berenue, 
has  been  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
Heads  of  Departments  in  refel^nce  to 
Civil  Service  Writers ;  whether  he  will 
state  the  scope  of  the  Sub -Com  mission' 
buainees  ;  and,  whether  it  is  intended  to 
forestall,  in  respect  of  the  "  Writer  '" 
Glass,  the  Beport  of  the  Hoyal  Commis- 
sion  now  sitting  on  the  Civil  Services  ? 
The  8ECRETAHT  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackbok)  (Leeds,  N.)  (who 
Teptied)eaid:  Three  gentlemen  have  been 
appinted  to  collect  certain  information 
which  the  Treasury  thinks  it  necessary 
to  obtain.  The  appointment  has  no  re- 
ference to  the  Soyal  CommisRion ;  but 
is  intended  to  assist  the  Treasury  in 
giving  effect,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  the 
Treasury  Minute  of  December,  1886, 
and  to  carry  out  the  pledge  given  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

THE  CrCERENCT— THE  NEW  COINAGE. 
Ma.  W.  BECKETT  (Notts,  Bassellaw) 
ashed  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
If  he  is  aware  that  urgent  requests  are 
being  ntade  of  bankers  in  all  parts  of 
the  country  for  supplies  of  tue  new 
coinage,  espeoially  the  smaller  denomi- 
nations, for  distribution  on  the  21st 
instant ;  and,  whether,  in  view  of  such 
demand,  it  will  be  possible  for  supplies 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  bankers  at  latest 
by  the  20th  instant,  so  that  the  provin- 
cial public  ma;  be  able  to  obtain  the 
nnw  coinage  on  the  following  day  ? 

The  oh  ANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Gosohbn)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  In  reply  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  I  have  to  saj  that  the  Mint 
is  working  up  to  its  full  power  already. 
The  Bank  of  England  will  make  arrange- 
ments, in  proportion  to  the  supplyit  may 
receive  from  the  Mint,  to  distribute  the 
new  coin  to  country  bankers  through 
their  Ijondon  agents  before  the  close  of 
next  week,  on  the  understanding  that 
bankers  are  not  to  issue  such  coin  to  the 
publio  before  the  20th  instant.  Similar 
arrangements  have  already  been  made 
for  Ireland. 

METROPOLITAN  POLICE  —  SUPERIN- 
-     TENDENT8'     DIVISIONAL    KEF0RT9 

FOR   188S. 

Mb.  PIOKEBSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  naked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  Whether  the 
Diriatonal   Beporta   for    1886   of  the 
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Superintendents  of  Metropolitan  Police 
were  all  sent  in  during  January  last; 
and,  if  so,  what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay 
in  the  issue  of  the  Report  of  the  Chief 
Commissioner ;  and,  whether  he  can 
now  state  when  the  Report  will  be 
issued ;  and,  if  not,  whether  he  will,  at 
any  rate,  give  an  undertaking  that  it 
shall  be  in  the  hands  of  Members  before 
the  Vote  for  the  current  financial  year 
ia  taken  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Maithkws)  (Birmingham,  E.):  I  am 
informed  by  the  Chief  Commissioner 
that  the  Divisional  Reports  for  1 686  of 
the  Superintendents  of  Metropolitan 
Police  were  all  sent  in  about  the  end  of 
January.  It  is  usual  to  present  the 
Chief  Commissioner's  Report  about  the 
end  of  July.  This  year  the  Commis- 
sioner hopes  to  be  able  to  have  it  ready 
a  few  weeks  earlier.  It  cannot  be  pre- 
pared earlier  than  this,  as  time  is  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  etatisticB  of  cri- 
minal cases,some  of  which  are  even  still 
pending. 

FISHERY  PIEES  AND  HARBOURS  (IRE- 
LAND)— ADDITIONAL    ACCOMMODA- 
TION IN  THE  WEST  OF  IRELAND. 
Mb.  hooper   (Cork,    8.E.)   asked 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whe- 
ther the  sum  of  £4,000  to  be  devoted  to 
the  promotion  of  fishery  pier  accommo- 
dation in  the  West  of  Ireland  will  pro- 
vide actual  additional  accommodation  of 
this  kind,  or  be  spent  in  the  comple- 
tion of  works  already  commenced  under 
former  schemes  ? 

The  CHANCELLORof  the  EXCHE- 
aUHR  (Mr.  Gosohen)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  £4,000  is  to  be 
spent  on  piers,  harbours,  and  roads,  not 
on  piers  only,  as  the  Question  seems  to 
'  nply.  A  sum  of  rather  under  £3,000 
'iU  be  devoted  to  additions  recom- 
mended by  the  Piers  and  Roads  Com- 
missioners as  calculated  to  secure  the 
full  utility  of  the  works  already  executed 
by  them ;  and  £1,200  will  be  spent  on 
a  new  road  to  complete  the  coast  com- 
munication between  Gal  way  and  Clifden. 
I  may  take  this  opportunity  of  saying 
that  with  regard  to  the  whole  question 
of  the  appropriation  of  the  £50,000  to 
be  devoted  to  works  of  publio  utility 
in  Ireland,  and  principally  to  arterial 
drainage  as  the  most  urgent,  the  Go- 
vernment will  gladly  learn  the  views  of 
hon.  Members  from  Ireland.    If  the 
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ton.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr. 
Pamell)  will  appoint  Bome  Members 
representing  the  views  of  his  Party  to 
confer  with  the  Chief  Secretary  and  my- 
self on  the  subject,  the  Government  will 
give  the  most  attentive  consideration  to 
any  sugf^estions  they  may  ofiTer. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
asked  if  an  opportunity  would  be  given 
for  discussing  the  question  of  the  allo- 
cation of  this  £50,000.  On  what  day 
would  the  vote  be  taken  ? 

Mb.  GOSCEEN  said,  the  allocation 
of  the  money  would  be  taken  in  the  form 
of  Estimates,  so  that  hon.  Members  would 
have  ample  opportunity  for  discussing 
the  different  items. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  And  would  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Lrish  Secre- 
tary confer  with  the  associates  of  assas- 
sins? 

[No  reply.] 

EVICTIONS  ( IRELAND )  —  ALLEGED 
OUTRAGE  BY  A  MEMBER  OF  THE 
ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY. 

Mb.  CONYBEAJRE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  he 
has  inquired  into  the  facts  described  in 
the  following  paragraph  from  The  Pall 
Mall  Oautte  of  the  9th  instant : — 

*'  It  is  true  Pat  Walsh's  mother  of  80  was 
bludgeoned  in  his  house,  as  she  sat  in  her  chair, 
by  a  member  of  the  ^yai  Irish  Constabulary, 
who  formed  one  of  the  volunteer  storming 
party,  and  she  has  at  this  moment  the  marks 
of  his  baton  in  the  shape  of  a  bad  black 
eye  ;  " 

and,  whether  the  above  statements  are 
accurate;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will 
take  immediate  steps  to  punish  the 
conduct  of  the  constable  in  question, 
and  to  prevent  similar  occurrences  in 
future  ? 

The  PAELIAMENTAEY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kino-Habman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  as  the  Question  was  only  put  on 
the  Paper  the  previous  night,  he  had 
not  yet  been  able  to  make  the  inquiries 
which  were  necessary  before  an  answer 
could  be  given. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  asked,  if  the 
Question  were  postponed,  would  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  or 
his  superior  officer  be  able  to  answer 
it? 

Colonel  KINQ-HARMAN  said  they 
would. 

Mr.  Go8chen 


ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY— PRO- 
MOTION  OF  SERGEANT  MAGEE 
(BELFAST). 

Mb.  H.  CAMPBELL  (Fermanagh, 
S.)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether 
Sergeant  John  Thomas  Magee,  R.I.C, 
of  Ballynafeigh,  Belfast,  has  been  pro- 
moted to  the  rack  of  Head  Constable ; 
was  he  on  several  occasions  convicted  of 
drunkenness ;  did  he,  while  under  cross- 
examination,  admit  that  he  had  been 
four  times  convicted  of  drunkenness; 
and,  how  many  convictions  are  recorded 
against  him  since  he  joined  the  Con- 
stabulary ? 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kino-Habman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said.  Sergeant  Magee  had  not  yet  been 
promoted,  but  he  had  passed  the  neces- 
sary examination.  It  was  quite  true 
that  during  his  constabulary  career  Ser- 
geant Magee  had  been  fined  four  times 
for  drunkenness.  The  last  occasion  was 
as  far  back  as  17  years  ago.  This,  with 
the  exception  of  two  minor  offences, 
which,  by  the  Constabulary  Regulations, 
did  not  count  as  records,  were  the  only 
convictions  against  the  man. 

JUBILEE  THANKSGIVING  SERVICE 
(WESTMINSTER  ABBEY)-THE  BRI- 
TISH-INDIAN VOLUNTEERS. 

SibRICHARD  temple  (Worcester, 
Evesham)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  Whether  provision  will 
be  made  for  some  representatives  of  the 
several  Corps  of  British-Indian  Yolun* 
teers  at  the  Jubilee  Celebration  in  West* 
minster  Abbey  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  John  Gobst)  (Chatham) : 
Yes.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  endea^ 
vooring  to  make  the  selection  for  the 
limited  space  at  his  disposal  as  repre- 
sentative as  possible ;  but  as  the  list  is 
not  yet  complete  I  am  afraid  I  can  give 
no  positive  pledge  to  the  hon.  Member. 

JUBILEE  THANKSGIVING  SERVICR 
(WESTMINSTER  ABBEY)— THE  SEATS 
OUTSIDE  ON  PUBLIC  GROUND. 

Mb.  PULESTON  (Dev<mport)  aaked 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works,  Whe«> 
ther  he  can  have  seats  in  the  endoaore 
of  St.  Stephen's  Square  put  up  for  the 
families  and  friends  of  M^embers  of  this 
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House  to  see  tlie   proceaaion    on  the 
21et? 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  (Mr. 
Pldnket)  (Dublin  University) :  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  put  up  two  platforms,  one 
in  each  of  the  Kardeti  spaces  outside  of 
Palace  Yard,  which  spaces  are  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Government.  The  smaller 
will  contain  about  600  places,  aud  will 
provide  for  the  Colonial  and  Indian 
visitore  for  whom  seats  cannot  be  found 
in  the  Abbey.  The  other  platfonn, 
having;  two  fronts  to  the  procession, 
will  be  larger,  and  on  it  I  hope  I  shall 
be  able  to  find  about  1,000  seats  for 
Members  and  their  friends  at  10«.  for 
each  seat.  ["Oh,  oh!"  laughter,  and 
"  Hear,  hear  !  "]  Well,  no  Member  wiU 
be  under  any  obligation  to  take  a  seat. 
The  platforms  will  be  covered  in.  I 
cannot  bind  myself  yet  to  these  exact 
figures,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  give 
a  fuller  explanation  on  next  Monday  as 
to  the  method  of  obtaining  tickets  and 
other  particulars.  I  have  made  these 
proposals  to  meet  what  I  believe  to  be 
wishes  very  generally  entertained,  and  I 
hope  that  I  may  consider  that  I  shall 
have  the  approval  of  the  House  in 
cariyinf;  them  out. 

Mb.  W.  LOWTHER  (Westmoreland, 
Appleby):  Will  this  charge  of  I0«.  per 
head  include  refreshments  7 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
WiU  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give  an 
abatement  if  a  quantity  are  taken  ? 
[No  reply.] 

HOYAL  gRAHTS-THB  SELECT 
COMMITTEE. 

Mk.  E.  BOBEBTSON  (Dundee)  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  iSreaaury,  When 
the  Select  Committee  on  Royal  Grants 
will  be  appointed  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Siiith)  (Strand,  Westminster),  in  reply, 
aaid,  the  pressure  of  Public  Business  had 
beeD  such  that  he  had  not  seen  his  way 
to  the  appointment  of  the  Select  Commit- 
tee on  Royal  Grants,  regarding  which  he 
had  in  some  degree  pledged  himself  at 
the  beKinning  of  the  Session.  He  was 
afraid  he  must  ask  the  hon.  Member  to 
allow  a  further  postponement. 

PUBLIC      BUSINESS  ~  ARRANGEMENT 
OF      BUSINESS  —  COAL    MINES,    &o. 
REGULATION  BILL. 
Uk.   mason  (Lanark,  Mid)  asked. 

Whether    the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 


sury could  now  state  when  the  Coal 
Mines,  &c..  Regulation  Bill  would  be 
proceeded  with,  and  at  what  hour  ? 

Thk  first  lord  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Suith)  (Strand,  Westminster),  in  reply, 
said,  he  was  not  able  to  say  positively ; 
but  he  hoped  the  Bill  would  be  taken  on 
Monday,  the  30th,  about  10  o'clock  m 
the  evening,  or  as  near  that  hour  as 
possi  ble,  consistent  with  theBusiness  that 
might  precede  it. 

Ma.  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan)  in- 
quired, whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man intended  only  to  take  the  first  stage 
of  the  Bill? 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  said,  he  hoped  it 
would  be  possible  to  take  the  Committee 
on  that  day.  He  presumed  it  would  be 
the  desire  of  the  House  to  go  through 
with  the  Committee  if  possible. 

Mb.  BUET  (Morpeth)  said,  that  he 
understood  that  a  discussion  was  to  take 

filace  on  the  Motion  that  the  Speaker 
save  the  Chair,  and  that  the  House 
should  not  go  into  Committee  till  the 
next  occasion. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  understood  that 
there  was  a  strong  wish  on  the  part  of 
hon.  Members  to  proceed  with  the  mea- 
sure itself,  and  not  only  to  have  a  dis- 
cussion upon  it.  Of  course,  it  was  for 
the  House  to  say,  when  in  Committee, 
whether  they  were  to  make  progress  with 
the  measure  or  not. 

MOTIONS. 

BUSINESS    OF    THE    HOUSE  (PROCE- 
DURE    ON     THE     CRIMINAL     LAW 
AMENDMENT   (IRELAND)   BILL). 
BESOLTTTION. 

The  first  LORD  or  thb  TRKA- 
8URY  {Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster),  in  rising  to  more  the 
following  Resolution : — 

"  That,  at  Ten  o'clock  p.m.  on  Friday,  the 
17th  day  of  June,  if  the  Criminal  Law  Amend- 
ment (Ireland)  Bill  be  not  previously  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Hdubo,  the 
Chairmao  shall  put  forthwith  the  Question  or 
Questioiu  on  any  Amendment  or  Motion  al- 
ready nropoaed  from  the  Chair.  He  shall  next 
proceed  and  successively  pot  forthwith  the  Ques- 
tions, That  any  Clause  then  under  cansideration, 
and  each  remainiDg-  Clause  in  the  Bill,  stand 

Elrt  of  the  Bill,  unless  Progress  be  movsd  as 
ereioaftor  provided.  After  the  Cbtusea  are 
disposed  of  he  shall  forthwith  report  the  BiU, 
as  amended,  to  the  Honse.  From  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  Order,  no  Motion,  That  the 
Chairman  do  leave  the  Chair,  or  do  report  Pro- 
girees,  shall  be  allowed  nnless  moved  by  one  of 
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the  Members  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  and  the 
Question  on  such  Motion  shall  be  put  forth- 
with.. If  Progress  be  reported  on  the  17th 
June,  the  Chairman  shall  put  this  Order  in 
force  in  any  subsequent  sitting  of  the  Com- 
mittee," 

said :  Sir,  in  submitting  the  Motion 
which  stands  in  mj  name,  I  wish  to 
be  most  distinctly  understood  that  I 
desire  to  avoid  any  reference  to  any 
topic  which  can  by  any  means  create 
irritation  or  annoyance  to  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  have  a  perfect  right  to  differ 
from  me  and  from  the  Goyernment  in 
the  view  which  they  take  of  their  duty 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  the 
House  is  placed.  But  I  desire  to  place 
before  the  House  the  course  which  the 
Government  feel  to  be  absolutely  essen- 
tial in  the  interests  of  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  Parliament  and  the  duties 
which  are  imposed  upon  the  Members 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  Sir,  I  have 
undertaken  this  task  with  the  greatest 
possible  reluctance.  There  is  no  one  in 
this  House  who  is  more  unwilling  than 
I  am  to  place  any  restraint  whatever 
upon  the  exercise  of  the  liberty  of  speech, 
of  the  right  of  debate,  and  the  full  Pri- 
vilege of  the  Members  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  Since  I  have  had  the  honour 
of  beiug  a  Member  of  this  House,  I  have 
always  deprecated  any  attempt  whatever 
to  restrain  those  liberties  and  rights  of 
debate.  It  has  only  been  when  the 
necessity  has  been  absolutely  imperative 
and  irresistible  that  I  have  concurred  in, 
or  that  I  have  proposed  measures  which 
have  placed  any  restraint  whatever  upon 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons.  We 
had  hoped  that  it  would  be  possible  to 
avoid  the  course  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  now  feel  it  necessary — 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  now 
feel  it  their  duty — to  ask  the  House  of 
Commons  to  adopt.  We  had  hoped  that 
the  counsel  that  has  been  offered  oy  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Front  Opposition 
Bench  would  have  been  accepted  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  who,  conscientiously  no 
doubt,  have .  opposed  the  measure  which 
the  Government  thought  it  their  duty  to 
propose  to  the  House  of  Commons.  We 
had  hoped  that  reflection  and  considera- 
tion would  have  induced  hon.  Gentlemen 
to  accept  the  suggestion  that  points  of 
principle  and  points  of  importance  might 
receive  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mitee  of  this  House,  and  that  mere  mat- 
ters of  detail — mere  matters  which,  in 
the  judgment  of  those  who  have  op- 

Mr.  W.  ff.  Smith 


posed  them  at  least,  have  appeared  to  be 
of  absolutely  trivial  importance — might 
be  passed  over,  and  might  be  allowed  to 
receive  only  that  very  limited  considera- 
tion which  their  importance  deserves; 
but  I  am  sure  that  anyone  who  has  sat 
in  this  House  during  the  last  week  must 
have  felt  that  there  was  no  longer  any 
hope  that  those  wise  counsels  offered 
from  the  Front  Opposition  Bench  would 
be  accepted  and  acted  upon  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway.    Then, 
Sir,  it  becomes  our  duty,  from  our  point 
of  view,  to  offer  to  the  House  the  counsel 
which  we  now  offer,  and  to  make  the 
proposal  which  we  now  make.      The 
period  of  the  Session  alone  is  sufficient  to 
justify,  in  my  humble  judgment,  the 
course  which  the  GK)vemment  are  now 
about  to  take.    We  have  arrived  at  the 
fourth  month  of  the  Session  and  we  have 
practically  done  nothing  except  to  con- 
sider the  measure  now  before  the  House. 
Some  Votes  in  supply  have  been  passed, 
some  comparatively  unimportant  mea- 
sures have  received  the  consideration  of 
the  House  in  that  period,  but  the  whole 
course  of  legislation  has  been  stopped 
other  than  that  which  has  been  proposed 
in  the  measure  now  before  the  House. 
The  consideration  of  Yotes  in  Supply  has 
not  been  given  as  is  usually  the  case,  and 
the  privileges  of  Members,  the  rights  of 
Private  Members,   have  been  entirely 
suspended  during  that  period  of  the 
Session.     These  are  matters  which  it  is 
impossible  for  the  Government  to  ignore, 
and  it  is  impossible  for  the  Government 
to  be  otherwise  than  deeply  concerned 
at  the  paralysis  of  Parliamentary  Busi- 
ness,  which  certainly  does  not  reflect 
credit  upon  the  House  of  Commons.     I 
hope  it  may  be  understood  that  I  am 
endeavouring  as  far  as  I  can  to  avoid 
anything  like  an  irritating  remark.     I 
am  merely  stating  what  appears  to  be, 
from  my  point  of  view,  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  putting  them  plainly  and  in  an 
honest  and  straightforward  way  before 
the  House,  without  any  desire  whatever 
to  enlarge  upon  them  in  a  manner  which 
hon.  Members  may  suppose  is  intended 
to  give  a  colour  to  them.    We  arrived, 
yesterday,  Sir,  at  the  d5th  day  of  the  con- 
sideration of  this  measure  which  is  now 
before  the  House.    Thirty-five  Parlia- 
mentary days — some  of  them  protracted 
beyond  all   former    experience  —  have 
been  passed  in  the  consideration  of  this 
measure.     I  have  no  doubt  that  hon. 


1597 


Svtinea  cf 


IJuMB  10,  1887} 


tfu  SoUM. 


Gsntlemeii  opposite  will  hb;  that  only 
too  little  time  nas  been  given  to  tha  con- 
sideration of  ft  measure  which  they  dia- 
]ike,  to  which  they  are  opposed  on  prin- 
ciple, and  wHch  they  regard  bb  tyran- 
nical and  unneceBsary.  That  may  be  the 
o&BB  from  their  point  of  view  ;  but  the 
majority  of  the  House  and  the  Govem- 
ment  of  the  day  have  also  their  duty  to 
discbarge.  They  have  thought  it  their 
doty  to  propose  to  Parliament  a  measure 
which  they  believe  to  be  necessary  for 
the  restoration  of  law  and  order — for  the 

Preservation  of  law  and  orderin  Ireland, 
hat  is  their  belief,  and  as  a  Govern- 
ment and  as  a  majority  they  are  bound 
to  preaait  forward  to  the  utmoat  of  their 
ability,  with  due  consideration  for  the 
rights  of  the  minority,  with  due  con- 
sideration for  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment, with  due  coasideration  for  the 
traditions  of  Parliament,  and,  above  all, 
with  the  greatest  possible  consideration 
for  thoae  glorioua  traditions  of  liberty 
and  freedom  which  belong  to  an  institu- 
tion of  which,  hitherto,  Euglishmen  have 
been  proud.  But,  Sir,  if  it  ia  the  duty 
from  tke  point  of  view  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  press  forward  this  mea- 
Bure ;  if  it  ia  the  duty  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  care  aleo  for  the  tranaac- 
tion  of  the  Bueiness  of  the  country  in 
this  House,  it  is  undoubtedly  their  duty, 
when  they  find  that  they  are  faced  by  a 
condition  of  circumstances  absolutely 
onparalleled  in  the  history  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  place  the  case  before  Parlia- 
ment itself  and  to  demand  from  Parlia- 
ment that  relief— not  for  themselves, 
bat  for  the  House  of  Commons  itself 
and  for  the  Business  of  the  country,  and 
those  trusts  which  are  confided  to  the 
House  of  Oommons — I  aay,  Sir,  It  ia  their 
duty  to  demand  from  Parliament  that 
relief  which  they  believe  to  be  easential 
and  absolutely  necessary.  I  have  no 
donbt  that  I  shall  be  told  that  there  is 
nn  nxftot  nrecedent  for  the  course  I  am 


the  measure  which  is  no  w  before  the  House 
was  introduced — a  very  much  longer 
period.  We  are  four  months  later  in 
the  Seaaion  than  was  the  case  in  the  in> 
stance  to  which  I  have  referred.  Wo 
have  laboured  on  through  93  days  of 
Parliamentary  endurance  with  this  mea- 
sure. We  have  laboured  on,  and  now 
it  beoomea  our  duty  to  consider  what 
course  shall  be  taken.  Ws  think  it 
right  to  aek,  8ir,  that  the  House  shall 
now — having  six  Parliamentary  days 
between  thia  and  Friday,  the  i7th  of 
June — order  that  on  the  17th  of  June, 
allowing  the  wbole  of  the  interval  for 
the  oonstderation  in  Committee  of  the 
measure  before  the  House,  that  the  Bill 
shall  be  then  reported  to  the  House.  I 
daresay  I  ahall  be  told  that  the  course  I 
recommend  ia  one  which  may  seriously 
interfere  with  the  privileges  and  the 
dutiea  of  hon.  Members  who  object  to 
this  measure.  We  have  to  consider  how 
the  Business  of  Parliament  is  to  be 
carried  on.  We  hare  to  consider  the 
relative  importance  of  the  Busineas  of 
Parliament,  and  we  leave  it  to  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen who  take  an  intereat  in  the  Bill 
to  adopt  the  advice  given  to  them  by 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  and  to 
object  to  any  question  of  principle  to 
which  tbey  may  reasonably  object  in  the 
course  of  the  next  five  days,  which,  I 
humbly  venture  to  think,  will  afford 
ample  time  for  the  consideration  and  de- 
cision of  principle,  if  not  more  than 
ample  time,  and  then  to  acquiesce  in  the 
course  the  Government  think  it  tbeir 
duty  to  propose.  What.  Sir,  is  the  alter- 
native open  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment ?  The  alternative,  we  are  told,  is 
that  of  capitulation — that  the  majority 
in  this  House,  and,  as  we  believe,  the 
majority  in  the  country,  should  yield 
their  senae  of  obligation,  their  sense  o£ 
responsibility,  their  sense  of  and  duty  to 
the  obstruction  of  the  minority  in  this 
HoiiHfl.      I  Sam«  Rait  eria*  of  "  Order !  "1 


1599 


BimneBBof 


{OOMMONSl 


ik$  Eoute. 


16M 


Mb.  SPEAKEE  :  The  term  "  obstruc 
tion  "  has  been  repeatedly  used  in  this 
House  without  the  Chair  calling  the 
Members  using  it  to  Order. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
regret  if  I  have  occasioned  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  any  sense  of  pain  by 
the  charge  which  I  have  thought  it  my 
right  to  prefer  against  a  minority  in  this 
House.  I  find  that  35  days  have  been 
occupied  by  the  consideration  of  this 
measure,  and  that  15  days  in  Committee 
have  been  employed  in  discussing 
Amendments,  many  of  which  must  be 
admitted  to  be  merely  trivial ;  but  I  am 
sure,  if  I  refer  again  to  the  fact  that  15 
days  in  Committee  have  been  consumed 
in  discussions,  many  of  which  must  be 
pronounced  to  be  purely  trivial,  then  I 
think  that  the  language  which  I  used 
was  fully  justified.  As  I  said,  it  is  im- 
possible for  a  majority  of  this  House 
and  for  the  G-overnment,  sustedned  by 
the  great  majority,  I  believe,  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  to  yield  to  the 
obstruction  of  a  minority  in  this  House, 
especially  when  a  portion  of  that 
minority  refuses  absolutely  to  follow 
the  advice  which  has  been  tendered 
to  it  even  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  himself.  The 
power  is  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  majority,  and  power  involves  re- 
sponsibility and  duty.  It  is  our  duty 
to  see  that  the  administration  of  this 
country,  the  conduct  of  Business  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  the  interests  which 
are  confided  to  the  charge  of  the  G-ovem- 
ment  and  the  House  of  Commons,  are 
not  paralyzed  by  the  action  of  those  to 
whom  we  desire  to  give  full  liberty  con- 
sistently with  the  traditions  of  the  House 
of  Commons  itself,  but  who  have  no 
right  to  tyrannize  over  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  House.  We  have  been 
patient  and  enduring,  The  resolve 
which  we  are  obliged  to  take  must  pre- 
vail. There  is  an  alternative  which  is 
open  to  the  Members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  that  alternative  is  to  dis- 
place the  Government  of  the  country,  if 
they  can,  by  an  adverse  vote  of  the 
House  of  Commons  itself.  They  can,  if 
they  think  right,  appeal  to  the  public  out 
of  doors,  but  while  we  are  sustained  by 
a  majority  in  the  House  of  Commons  and 
by  public  opinion,  we  must  carry  on  the 
Business  of  the  country  to  the  best  of  our 
ability,  and  according  to  our  sense  of 
public  duty  and  right.    Sir,  it  is  im- 


possible to  deny  that  our  recent  proceed- 
ings have  been  really  a  farce  and  a 
travesty  of    Parliamentary    discussion. 
The  right  of  speech  w]iich  exists  is  always 
subject  to  loyalty  to  Parliament  and  to 
the  institution  itself.    It  is  subj  eot  to  the 
duties  to  be  discharged  by  Parliament; 
and  we  ask  hon.  Gentlemen,  as  was 
asked  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  five 
years  ago,  what  would  become  of  Fat' 
liament  if  only  a  few  hon.  Members 
chose  to  exercise  their  privileges  accord- 
ing to  their  own  excessive  views  of  their 
right  to  do  so  ?     How  would  it  be  pos- 
sible for  any  Business  of  any  kind  to  be 
transacted,  and  how  long  would  Parlia- 
ment continue  to  possess  the  confidence 
of  the  country,  and  be  worthy  to  merit 
the    belief    which    has    prevailed    in 
past    generations    of    its    capacity  to 
deal  with  the  vast  interests  committed 
to    its    care  ?    The    period    through 
which    we    have   passed    has   been  a 
period  of  pain,  of  embarrassment,  and 
discredit,  and  of  strain  to  Members  them- 
sevles.     What    has   been    the    result? 
The  result  has  been  to  bring  about  ridi- 
cule, and  disgrace,  and  contempt  of  the 
institution  of  Parliament  itself.    It  may 
not  be  an  objection  on  the  part  of  some 
hon.  Gentlemen  that  that  result  has  been 
obtained    by  their   exertions,    but  we 
should  be  wanting  in  our  duty  if  we 
failed  to  take  notice  of  it,  and  if  we  did 
not  endeavour  to  remedy  the  evil.    The 
public  interest  demands  a  present  effort 
It  is  not  an  individual  question,  it  is  not 
a  question  either  for  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment itself,  it  is  not  one  for  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  sit  in  the  House  night 
after  night  till  2  or  3  o'clock  in  the 
morning;— but  it  is  a  question  for  the 
House  of  Commons  and  for  Parliament 
and  for  the  institution  whose  honour  and 
whose  dignity  we  are  bound  to  endeavour 
to  preserve.     The  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
objects  to  my  use  of  the  word   "ob- 
struction."    Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed 
to  quote  a  remark  which  fell  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  in  1881.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman    then    remarked    ^at   ob- 
struction might    be  so  pitted    against 
Business  that  no  Business  ooold  be  done. 
We  know  that  it  may  be  80«    Is  that 
the  aim  and  object  of  hon.  Gentlemen  ? 
Is  that  their  purpose  and  resolve  ?  The 
interval    which    we    propose   for  the 
further  consideration  of  tlua  measure  is^. 
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in  onr  judgment,  adequate  and  sufficient 
{oT  an;  diaoussioD  which  can,  under  the 
circumstances,  be  deemed  neoeasaij. 
We  aim  at  reBtoring  the  efficiency  and 
capacity  of  the  House  of  Commons  itself 
is  the  discharge  of  its  duties,  and  at  pre- 
renting  the  degradation  and  destruction 
of  the  authority  of  Parliament ;  and  of 
vindicating  the  honour  and  ability  of 
Farliament  itself  to  discharge  the  duties 
which  are  entrusted  to  it.  I  now  ven- 
ture, without  further  preface,  to  move 
the  Besolution  which  is  placed  in  your 
hands. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That,  at  Ten  o'clock  p.m.  on  Fridaj'  the 
17th  day  of  June,  it  the  Criminal  haw  Ameod- 
nent  (Ireland)  Bill  he  not  previouely  reportod 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  the 
Chairman  shall  put  forthwith  the  Question  or 
Qaeatione  on  any  Amendment  or  Motion  al- 
KHdy  pioposad  from  the  Chair.  Ho  shall  next 
proceed  ^aad  Bncceasivcly  put  foithivith  the 
Questions,  That  any  Clause  then  under  consider- 
ation, and  each  remaining  Clanie  in  the  Bill, 
stand  part  of  the  Bill,  unless  Progress  be 
moved  B9  heretn:irter  provided.  After  the 
ClauaoB  are  disposed  of  he  shall  forthwith  re- 
port the  Bill,  as  amended,  to  the  House. 

"From  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Order, 
no  Motion,  I'hat  the  Chairman  do  leave  the 
Chair,  or  do  report  Progress,  shall  be  allowed 
unless  moved  by  one  of  the  Members  in  charge 
ot  the  Bill,  and  the  Question  on  such  Motion 
•hall  beput forthwith. 

"If  Progress  be  reported  on  the  17th June, 
the  Chairman  shall  put  this  Order  in  force  in 
any  subsequent  sitting  of  the  Committee." — 
{Mr.  Wiltiam  Henry  Smith.) 

Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  (Edin- 
burgh, Uid  Lothian) :  I  was  glad.  Sir, 
to  hear  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  began 
his  speoch  by  the  assurance  that  he  in- 
tended studiously  to  abstain  from  what 
may  be  called  polemical  remarks.  That 
vas  not  Ms  phrase,  but  I  think  it  oon- 
veya  the  meaning  which  he  conveyed  to 
the  House.  X  was  glad  of  it,  if  for  no 
other  reason,  for  this  reason— that  that, 
I  think,  U  the  course  most  conducive  to 
the  parpoBehehasinTiew — namely,  ex- 
pediting the  progress  of  this  Bill,  and 
ahortening  the  debate  by  the  particular 
UotioQ  now  before  the  House.  !ffow, 
the  light  hoQ.  Qentieman  honestly,  I 
think,  persevered  in  a  good  portion  of 
bis  speach  in  a  tone  which  fully  corre- 
sponded with  that  initiatory  remark.  I 
cannot  say  I  think  he  was  etj^ually  for- 
tunate or  equally  consistent  in  some  of 


should  say  that  he  was  acting  in  con- 
formity  with  the  sense  not  only  of  a 
majority  of  the  House,  but  of  a  large 
majority  of  the  country.  But  surely  it 
was  not  quite  necessary  !for  him,  if  he 
was  thinking  of  keeping  this  debate 
within  very  limited  bounds,  to  repeat 
that  three  or  four  times  in  a  quarter  of 
an  hour.  I  was  still  more,  I  own, 
aSeoted  by  regret  at  another  observation 
twice  repeated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. I  will  not  say  a  word,  after  what 
has  fallen  from  the  Chair  on  the  subject 
of  the  right  of  any  Member  of  the  House 
to  charge  a  Party  in  the  House  with  a 
Parliamentary  offence — a  distinct  offence 
against  the  Kules  of  Parliament — > 
namely,  obstruction.  But  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  will  agree 
with  me  that  to  charge  such  an  offence 
against  the  minority  in  tho  House  is  not 
the  way  to  induce  tiiat  minority  to  ab- 
stain from  a  liberal  use  of  its  privilege 
of  speech  on  that  particular  question 
which  is  submitted  to  its  notice.  How- 
ever, Sir,  in  what  I  have  to  say  I  will 
certainly  not  endeavour  to  widen  the 
Geld  of  this  debate,  but  I  will  confine 
myself  strictly  to  what  I  think  is  the 
most  practical  view  of  the  matter  before 
us.  In  the  £rst  place,  I  am  bound  to 
express  my  concurrence — though  I  was 
not  in  the  House  at  the  time  when  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  New- 
caatle-upon-Tyne  (Mr.  John  Uorley) 
made  it — in  the  application  made  by 
him  for  a  longer  notice  of  the  intentions 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  sustained 
himself  on  this  point  by  referring  to  a 
Notice  given  by  myself,  I  believe  in  the 
year  1881,  of  an  intention  to  make  what 
may  be  called  an  expediting  Motion  on 
the  following  day.  Yes,  Sir,  but  that 
was  after  a  very  important  preliminary 
Motion  which  had  been  made,  which 
introduced  an  entirely  new  and  excep- 
tional stats  of  things — namely,  a  pre- 
liminary Motion  that  the  state  of  Publio 
Business  was  urgent ;  and  after  the 
House  had  declared  that  the  state  of 
Public  Business  was  urgent,  then  with 
the  Notice  of  a  single  Sitting  I  did 
announce  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  make  a  demand  in  some  de- 
gree analogous  to  this.  But  the  right,'- 
hon.  Gentleman  will  observe  that  v-^ 
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of  Urgency  for  Public  Business,  and 
to  make  it  when  no  such  declaration  has 
been  made.  I  think  my  right  hon. 
Friend  was  entirely  justified  in  making 
his  application,  and  I  am  sorry  it  did 
not  meet  with  a  happier  reception  on 
the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Qovernment. 
Now,  Sir,  this  Motion  involves  a  great 
number  of  details,  but  I  do  not  mean  to 
enter  into  any  controversial  consider- 
ation of  them.  Still,  I  will  venture  on 
one  observation,  simply  because  I  have 
no  intention  to  follow  it  up  by  any 
appeal  to  the  judgment  of  the  House 
in  defiance  of  the  Government,  but  I 
wish  rather  to  tender  it  as  a  friendly 
suggestion.  I  cannot  help  observing 
the  introduction—^  I  am  sorry  to  ask 
the  particular  attention  of  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury — who  was  conferring 
with  some  of  his  Colleagues — though  I 
know  that  these  communications  are 
very  necessary  in  all  circumstances,  and 
not  less  in  these  particular  circumstances. 
I  refer  now,  Sir,  to  the  second  of  the 
three  paragraphs  in  the  Motion.  That, 
as  far  as  I  am  aware,  is  an  absolute  and 
unmitigated  novelty.  It  is  an  innova- 
tion which  I  view  with  extreme  jealousy, 
and  I  am  very  much  afraid  of  its  being 
used  hereafter  as  a  precedent  for  some 
further  invasion  of  the  Bules  of  the 
House.  If  I  were  not  under  the  con- 
scientious belief  that  the  Motion  for  in- 
troducing the  present  paragraph  is 
totally  unnecessary — the  motive  is  to 
prevent  that  waste  of  time  which  is  not 
infrequent  in  the  recollection  of  most  of 
us — I  should  not  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House.  But  surely  the  security  against 
this  in  the  present  instance  is  perfect, 
because  if  those  of  whom  it  is  appre- 
hended they  will  move  to  report  Pro- 
gress waste  time  in  that  way,  they  will 
limit  still  further  the  already  limited 
space  which  the  House  will  concede  to 
them  for  substantial  and  solid  Amend- 
ments. I  hope  the  Government  are 
ready  to  consider  whether  there  is  any 
necessity  for  that  second  paragraph, 
assuming  for  the  moment  ike  general 
purpose  of  the  Besolution  is  to  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  House.  This  Besolution 
is  one,  no  doubt,  that  might  be  held  to 
justify  a  long  review  of  the  state  of 
affairs,  and  of  the  arrangement  of  Busi- 
ness during  the  Session.  I  have  no  in- 
tention of  using  the  present  occasion 
for  such  a  purpose.  I  think  it  right  to 
reserve  that  title  which  every  Member 
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possesses  to  make  such  a  review,  pos«« 
sibly  on  a  future  day,  but,  in  my  opinion, 
it  is  a  subject  which  the  House  and  the 
country  ought  well  to  understand,  and 
which  is  fruitful  of  many  reflections. 
But,  undoubtedly,  to  enter  upon  it  now 
would  be  the  very  last  thing  which  I 
would  wish  to  do — ^namely,  to  retard  the 
progress  of  the  Bill  in  Committee.  There 
are  two  things  in  point  of  fact  in  which 
I  agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
— namely,  that  it  is  most  important  to 
get  forward  with  the  present  Bill,  and 
for  this  reason,  if  for  no  other,  we  should 
have  a  proper  opportunity  within  the 
limits  of  an  ordinary  Session  to  consider 
some  matters  of  great  weight  which 
will  have  to  be  submitted  to  us  in 
connection  with  the  Irish  Land  Bill. 
The  consideration  of  these  matters  post- 
poned to  a  very  late  period  of  the 
Session,  would,  I  think,  be  in  the 
nature  of  a  public  calamity.  Nor 
can  I  hesitate  to  subscribe  to  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  said  with  re- 
gard to  the  present  state  of  the  business 
considered  as  a  whole.  The  state  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  House  in  respect  of 
Supply,  even  if  it  turned  on  that  point 
alone,  is  in  itself  a  scandal.  The  whole 
condition  of  Public  Business,  the  entire 
paralysis  of  Parliament — the  rate  of  pro- 
gress of  the  present  Bill,  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  had  given 
rise  to  very  strong  feelings  in  the 
country.  I  am  not  sure  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  speak  of 
displeasure  and  even  of  contempt.  But, 
undoubtedly,  it  has  created  widespread 
and  extreme  dissatisfaction.  Here  I  am 
afraid  that  whatever  concord  I  have  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  exhausted. 
As  to  the  position  with  which  we  stand 
I  agree,  I  think  that  the  country  is  dis- 
satisfied, and  think  it  has  a  right  to  be 
dissatisfied.  When  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman and  I  speak  of  the  country  I  am  not 
sure  that  we  quite  mean  the  same  tiling. 
When  I  speak  of  the  country  I  mean 
either  those  who  are  neutral  in  politics 
or  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  Irish 
policy  of  the  Government.  When  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  speaks  of  the 
country  he  speaks  in  the  names  of  those 
who  are  friendly  to  the  Irish  policy  of 
the  Government,  who  he  thinks  are  en- 
titled to  a  great  deal  of  consideratioa  in 
the  present  state  of  things,  which  I  can* 
not  admit  they  do  possess.  I  am  bound 
to  say,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  the  oondvot  of 
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the  (Jovdrament  that  has  brought  about 
this  state  of  things.     That  would  be  a 
matter  of  consideration  in  detail  here- 
after, but  I  will  say  in  four  lines  why  I 
think  it  is  the  conduct  of  the  Goyem- 
ment.    In  the  first  place,  it  is  that  they 
have  been  pursuing  a  false  and  evil 
policy  of  coercion  without  the  justifica- 
tion which,  as  I  shall  show  on  another 
occasion  in  detail,  has  been  pleaded  at 
the  time  of  former  demands.  Then  they 
have,  in  my  opinion,  disregarded  all  the 
usages  and  traditions  of  Parliament  in 
thaconduct  of  Business.  They  hare,  worst 
of  all,  under  the  name  of  a  Crimes  Bill, 
introduced  a  Bill  which  is  against  combi- 
nation,  apart  from  crime ;  and  finally 
they  have  made  arrangements  for  carry- 
ing forward  and  wojrking  the  Bill  totally 
without  precedent  in  my  experience,  and 
which,  in  my  opinion,  have  been  most 
unfortunate  with  regard  to  its  progress, 
f "  Hear,  hear!  "]    I  thank  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  for  having  puffioient 
patience  to  hear  me  in  delivering  these 
obnoxious   sentences,   but  I  will  give 
them  the  best  reward  I  can  in  not  saying 
one  word  on  the  present  occasion  in  jus- 
tification of  any  one  pf  them.    Looking 
at  the  wide  scope  and  reach  of  the  prin- 
ciples involved  in  this  Bill,  especially 
considered  as  a  permanent  alteration  of 
the  Oriminal  Code  in  Ireland,  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  know,  looking  at  a  g^eat  num- 
ber of  days  occupied  in  the  discussion, 
how  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  can  attri- 
bute, in  the  main,  that  number  of  days 
to  what  he  calls  obstruction.     The  right 
hon.    Gentleman  said  there  have  been 
35  days  so  occupied.     Well,  I  think  we 
had  .58   days  on  the  Irish   Land   Bill 
without  the  continuous  possession  of  the 
time  of  the  House.    I  think  we  had  24 
days  in  Committee  on  the  Crimes  Bill  in 
1882,  when  the  House  was  divided  not 
as  it  is  now,  as  between  a  considerable 
majority  and  a  not  inconsiderable  mino- 
rity ;  but  when  it  was  divided  between 
the  whole  mass  of  the  House  on  one 
fdde,  and  some  30  or  40  Gentlemen  on 
the    other.    We  felt  that  of  these  24 
days  the  bulk  was  consumed  in  obstruc- 
tive proceedings.     In  my  opinion,  so  far 
as  X  may  venture  to  pronounce  either 
from  what  I  have  heard  in  the  House, 
or  what  I  have  learnt  from  others,  it  is 
most  unjust  and  not  less  absurd  than 
TUijust  to  ascribe  to  obstruction  any  large 
portion  of  the  time  consumed.    I  will 
not  now  enter  upon  the  question  whe« 


ther  the  Gt)vemment  is  to  be  blamed  or 
praised  for  introducing  a  new  and  per- 
manent criminal  code  for  Ireland.  I  am 
only  saying  that  when  such  a  thing  is 
done  you  must  reckon  with  it  as  a  cer- 
tainty, and  accept  it  as  a  thing:  just  in 
itself  that  long  and  minute  discussion 
upon  such  a  measure  will  take  place.  I 
do  not  deny  that  there  may  be  frivolous 
discussions,  and  I  will  not  be  tempted 
to  refer  to  my  experience  of  frivolous 
discussion.  I  think  I  could  quote  in- 
stances without  difficulty  as  to  matters 
of  controversy  which  would  render  it 
extremely  hard  for  Gentlemen  now 
sitting  on  the  Treasury  Bench  to  press 
this  Motion.  Sir,  I  do  not  deny  that 
there  is  a  state  of  Public  Business 
which  is  extremely  grave,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  when 
he  leaves  that  groundwork  of  the  pre- 
sent state  of  Public  Business  for  the 
purpose  of  going  into  charges  of  ob- 
struction abandons  a  strong  ground  for 
the  sake  of  a  weak  one.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  the  limited  obstruction  which 
always  will  occur  in  debate  on  a  great 
Bill  hotly  contested,  I  doubt  whether 
one,  two,  or  three  days  have  been  con-' 
sumed  in  this  way.  The  main  thing  lies 
in  the  nature  of  the  measure  and  the 
arrangements  made  by  the  Government 
for  carrying  it  forward.  That  being  so, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  confronts  us 
in  this  way.  He  says — **  Look  at  the 
period  of  the  Session,  look  at  the  labours 
we  have  undergone.*'  Neither  of  these 
statements  will  I  contest  for  one  mo- 
ment. The  period  of  the  Session  is  ad- 
vanced ;  the  labours  we  have  undergone 
have  been  most  severe.  I  have  ven- 
tured to  point  out  what  it  appears  to  me 
would  be  the  reasonable  mode  of  expe- 
diting the  Bill.  But  I  have  not  been 
fortunate  enough  to  obtain  any  coun- 
tenance at  all  from  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment ;  on  the  contrary,  many  sug- 
gestions I  have  made  have  been  de- 
scribed by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as 
giving  way  to  tyranny  of  the  minority. 
[Mr.  W.  H.  Smith  :  No,  no.]  I  should 
not  have  found  fault  with  him  if  it  had 
been.  In  my  opinion  there  is  a  rational 
mode  of  expediting  this  Bill — which  I 
admit  to  be  an  object  of  great  public 
importance — that  is,  to  take  such  mea- 
sures as  these : — To  make  the  Bill  tem- 
porary instead  of  permanent ;  to  strike 
out  of  the  Bill  what  touches  combina- 
tion   apart   from  crime  ^  and   to   ^iv9 
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the  Irish  tenant  and  cottier  population 
the  same  protection  in  respect  of  their 
land  strikes  which  you  give  to  the  Eng- 
lish artizan  in  respect  of  his  labour 
strikes.  But  we  knew  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  gives  no  coun- 
tenance or  encouragement  whatever  to 
that  method  of  procedure.  He  says 
that  the  large  majority  of  the  House  is 
against  it.  I  connot  deny  it.  He  thinks 
the  vast  majority  of  the  country  la  against 
it,  and  that  is  an  opinion  which,  of 
course,  he  is  perfectly  entitled  to  enter- 
tain. Therefore,  our  mode  of  expedi- 
tion is  thrown  out  altogether.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  proposes  his 
mode.  I  am  bound  to  say  that  in  those 
circumstances  I  know  there  is  a  point 
at  which  the  action  of  the  minority,  and 
especially  anything  like  the  collective 
action  of  the  minority,  against  the  will 
of  the  majority  becomes  itself  open  to 
the  charge  of  obstruction.  I  cannot  be 
surprised  at  the  judgment  or  opinion  of 
any  Gentleman  on  this  Bench,  or  this 
side  of  the  House,  who  may  say — **  This 
is  another  violence  added  to  a  long 
series  of  violences,  and  we  will  not  let  it 
pass  without  debate."  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  advise  the  minority  as  a  body, 
and  I  am  not  prepared  myself  personally 
to  relieve  Her  Majesty's  Government  of 
any  of  the  responsibility  attaching  to 
this  Bill.  Let  them  make  what  they 
can  of  the  undoubted  state  of  the  facts 
— the  confusion,  perplexity,  stoppage  of 
business,  and  dissatisfaction,  if  not  in- 
dignation, of  the  country.  The  only 
course  which  I  can  properly  take  is  to 
assert  that  we  have  from  this  Bench 
steadily,  and  without  regard  to  the  re- 
proach of  obstruction — but,  as  I  think, 
with  absolute  innocence  of  any  intention 
or  action  in  that  sense — we  have  steadily 
resisted,  and  in  the  time  allowed  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  shall  continue  to 
resist,  the  most  objectionable  portions 
of  this  Bill.  With  respect  to  the  pro- 
posal made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, I  cannot  deny  that  he  has  a  great 
deal  to  urge  in  its  support  from  his 
point  of  view ;  but  his  point  of  view  is 
one  which  he  has  made  for  himself,  and 
for  that  point  of  view,  and  the  resulting 
proposal,  he  will  not  think  it  unfair  in 
me  to  say  that  he  and  his  Oolleagues 
must  bear  the  absolute  and  entire  re- 
sponsibility. The  proceedings  of  this 
Session,  more  than  those  of  any  other 
Session  I  can  remember,  sum  themselves 
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up  under  one  great  head,  which  is 
capable  of  being  considered  and  dis- 
cussed both  by  Parliament  and  the 
country.  I  think  it  would  be  idle — ^it 
might  even  with  some  plausibility  be 
called  factious — to  dwell  upon  details 
when  principles,  of  such  breadth  are  in 
view ;  but  I  cannot  find  fault  with  Gen- 
tleman who  think  it  right  to  record  their 
protest  against  this  further  abridgment 
of  Parliamentary  liberty.  For  my  own 
part,  however,  having  only  one  remedy 
to  propose,  and  that  remedy  having  been 
rejected  by  the  majority  of  the  House,  I 
do  not  wish  to  create  firesh  difficulty  on 
the  present  occasion  by  offering  to  the 
proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
an  opposition  which  cannot  be  effectual, 
for-  the  many  occasions  on  which  the 
majority  of  this  House  has  recorded  its 
opinion  has  left  me  no  doubt  as  to  the 
course  they  will  now  take  under  the 
circumstances. 

Mr.  PARNELL  (Cork) :  Sir,  I  de- 
sire to  make  a  preliminary  remark  before 
moving  the  Amendment,  which  I  intend 
to  propose  later  on,  to  the  Motion  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury.  It  is  a  word  of  warning 
to  minorities  in  this  House  that  this 
Eesolution,  coming,  as  it  does,  so  soon 
after  the  exhaustive  discussion  upon 
the  Closure  Kule  just  recently  passed  by 
this  House,  and  aiming,  as  it  does, 
against  one  of  the  safeguards  which  was 
introduced  into  that  Bule — namely,  the 
action  and  the  veto  of  the  Chair,  as  the 
result  of  the  judgment  of  all  sidee  of 
the  House  that  some  such  safeguard  was 
necessary,  will  undoubtedly  lead  to  the 
adoption  by  the  House  hereafter  of 
some  permanent  Closure  Kule  framed  on 
the  lines  of  the  present  Besolution,  to 
deprive  the  House  of  the  safeguards  to 
minorities  which  the  present  Closure 
Bule  supplies.  Just  as  the  original 
Closure  Bule  adopted  in  1882  was  made 
easy  by  the  Urgency  Besolution  of 
1881,  so  the  adoption  of  a  more  stringent 
Closure  Bule  than  the  present  one  will 
be  made  easy  by  this  Besolution  now 
before  the  •  House,  if  it  be  adopted.  I 
cannot  imagine  the  fatuity  which  pos- 
sesses  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  in  rush* 
ing  blindfold  into  the  pit  to  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  their  Lieader  is 
conducting  them.  I  fear  it  is  a  case  of 
the  blind  leading  the  blind — of  incapa- 
city leading  the  incapable.  Bat  how* 
ever  that  may  be,  this  is  not  the  proper 
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time  to  discuss  a  Hesolution  aimed  at 
the  safeguard — ^the  protection  of  the 
Chair,  which  was  deliberately  thrown 
over  minorities  when  we  were  consider- 
ing the  first  Closure  Eule  lately  before 
the  House.  The  Chair  during  the  dis- 
cussions in  Committee  on  this  Bill  has 
repeatedly  felt  called  upon  to  check  the 
headlong  speed  and  impetuosity  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
House.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
over  and  over  again  asked  the  House 
to  cloture  Eesolutions  and  Amendments, 
and  he  has  been  vetoed  in  the  request 
by  the  Chairman,  in  virtue  of  the  power 
and  trust  which  were  vested  in  him  by 
the  first  Closure  Hesolution  for  the  pro- 
tection of  minorities  and  the  freedom  of 
debate.  Now,  Sir,  it  is  to  prevent  that 
action  of  the  Chair,  it  is  to  destroy  that 
action,  it  is  to  cut  away  the  safeguard, 
the  power,  the  right  of  the  Chair  to  pro- 
tect minorities,  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman now  asks  the  House  to  adopt 
this  Besolution.  There  is  no  safeguard 
of  any  kind  in  this  Eesolution.  Parlia- 
mentary discussion,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  this  Eesolution,  will  become 
a  mockery,  and  if  it  be  adopted  it  will, 
in  my  judgment,  constitute  a  grave 
reflection  upon  the  past  action  of  the 
Chair,  which  it  repeatedly  exercised  in 
protecting  minorities  and  the  freedom  of 
debate,  and  in  rebuking  the  intempe- 
rate zeal  of  the  Leader  of  the  House. 
Sir,  we  have  heard  nothing  at  all  from 
the  Government  about  the  rights  of  mi- 
norities, or  the  freedom  of  debate.  They 
have  permitted  all  that  to  go  by  the 
board,  and  there  will  be  but  a  pretence 
of  debate  in  the  future.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  talked  about  obstruction.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  I  believe  to  be  his 
own  obstructor.  I  have  no  notion  or  be- 
lief that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  really 
desires  to  advance  the  Business  of  the 
nation.  How  can  the  Business  of  the 
nation  be  advanced  under  household 
suffrage,  by  a  Tory  Party  leaning  upon 
a  broken-reed  crutch  ?  Progress  in  the 
Business  of  the  nation  we  ardently  desire. 
Obstruction  was  defined  by  a  late  Chair- 
man of  Committees,  the  present  Post- 
master General,  as  ''obstruction  of  all 
Business."  What  Business  have  we  op- 
posed ?  We  have  opposed  a  measure  of 
the  most  iniquitous  character— one  single 
measure ;  a  measure  designed  to  deprive 
the  Lrish  people  permanently  of  all 
power  of  right  to  agitate  for  changes  in 


the  laws  and  for  redress  of  grievances ; 
a  measure  which  is  admitted  to  be  de- 
signed for  that  purpose,  and  not  for  the 
detection  of  crime ;  a  measure  which  will 
make  agitation  for  the  redress  of  griev- 
ances impossible — utterly  impossible  ; 
and  a  measure  which  is  intended  to  do 
these  things  for  ever  and  for  ever.  Yet 
we  are  told  that  we  are  obstructing  the 
general  Business  of  the  nation,  when  the 
fact  is,  we  have  lifted  neither  hand, 
voice,  nor  pen  against  any  single  mea- 
sure except  this  one  measure.  We  invite, 
we  urgently  entreat  the  Government — 
we  have  done  so  over  and  over  again^- 
to  go  to  the  Business  of  the  nation,  to 
proceed  to  the  Business  of  the  nation.  If 
they  will  not  undertake  to  prevent  the 
horrors  of  Glenbeigh  and  the  infamies 
of  Bodyke — let  them  protect  their  own 
English  and  Welsh  working  men.  Let 
them  do  something,  even  suppose  it  does 
make  coal  a  shilling  in  the  ton  dearer, 
let  them  do  something  to  prevent  those 
terrible  explosions  in  the  depths  of  the 
coal  mines  in  this  country.  That  would 
be  a  part  of  the  Business  of  the  nation, 
in  which  we  would  cordially  help  and 
assist.  Let  them  do  some  of  the  many 
other  things  which  the  nation  under- 
stands and  expects  the  Tory  Govern- 
ment to  do,  and  which  the  nation  cer- 
tainly were  assured  at  the  last  General 
Election  that  this  House  would  have 
done.  But  this  cry  of  obstruction  is  not 
a  real  and  genuine  cry.  It  is  not  raised 
by  men  who  have  in  their  hearts  a  desire 
to  advance  the  public  interests  of  the 
nation,  and  to  expedite  the  progress  of 
reform.  It  is  raised  by  a  Party  who,  at 
all  times  in  the  history  of  Parliamentary 
Government,  have  been  studying  how 
they  could  best  impede  and  prevent  the 
progress  of  legislation — a  Party  who, 
when  in  a  position  and  when  in  power, 
have  recourse  to  every  subterfuge  and 
every  dodge  for  the  purpose  of  whitt- 
ling away  the  time  and  diverting  the 
attention  of  the  country  from  the  sub- 
ject of  the  redress  of  grievances.  No, 
Sir,  let  us  go  to  the  Business  of  the 
nation,  and  it  will  be  found  we  are  not 
the  real  obstructors,  and  that  the  ob- 
structors sit  upon  the  opposite  Bench. 
No,  Sir ;  we  ask  but  for  our  right  to  de- 
bate the  measure — to  discuss  the  details 
of  this  measure  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  yet 
the  autocrat  or  dictator  of  the  Uuu^e 
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of  Commons;  and  so  long  as  we  can 
prevent  him  from  occupying  that  posi- 
tion, we  shall  endeavour  to  do  so.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not  shown 
that  judgment  in  the  conduct  of  the 
Business  of  the  House,  that  desire  to 
give  fair  play,  that  desire  to  carry  out 
his  pledged  word  in  the  discussions  on 
the  first  Eesolution  of  cloture,  to  induce 
us  to  surrender' ourselves,  and  the  rights 
of  our  country,  bound  hand  and  foot,  to 
his  tender  mercies.  I  have  no  desire  to 
obstruct  public  Business — I  have  no  de- 
sire even  to  obstruct  this  miserable,  this 
wretched  Bill;  and  I  assert  that  the 
real  obstructors  are  the  Party  who  have 
always  been  the  obstructors  of  progress, 
who  have  brought  forward  this  Coer- 
cion Bill  at  a  time  when  Ireland  is  more 
free  from  crime  than  she  has  ever  been, 
at  a  time  when  the  measure  was  least 
wanting,  for  the  purpose — for  the  abso- 
lute purpose — of  occupying  the  time  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  of  diverting 
the  attention  of  the  country  from  its 
more  legitimate  aims  and  objects ;  and 
it  is  for  this  also  that  this  cry  of  obstruc- 
tion has  been  got  up  against  the  Irish 
Members,  and  this  cry  of  destruction 
against  the  Irish  people.  I  propose  to 
move,  as  an  Amendment  to  the  Eesolu- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  to 
leave  out  all  the  words  after  the  word 
•*that,"  in  order  to  add  the  following 
words :  — 

*' Inasmuch  as  the  Criminal  Law  Amend- 
ment (Ireland)  Bill  is  designed  to  deprive 
the  Irish  people  permanently  of  their  con- 
stitutional rights,  this  House  declines  to  sanc- 
tion the  proposal  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  deprive  the  Chair  during  the  discus- 
sions in  Committee  on  the  said  Bill  of  the 
power  which,  since  the  opening  of  these  discus- 
sions the  Chair  has  felt  called  upon  repeatedly 
to  exercise,  in  opposition  to  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, for  the  protection  of  freedfom  of  de- 
bate in  this  House,  and  the  maintenance  of  the 
rights  of  minorities." 

I  expressed  the  opinion  formerly,  during 
the  discussion  of  the  first  Procedure 
Bules,  that  the  time  that  would  be 
gained  by  the  adoption  of  that  Eule 
would  not  make  up  for  the  loss  of  time 
in  discussing  it.  I  ask  the  Government, 
-if  the  views  which  are  embodied  in  this 
present  Besolution  are  their  views  as  to 
the  rights  of  Irish  Members  in  opposing 
and  discussing  the  Coercion  Bill  directed 
against  Ireland,  why  did  they  not  come 
forward  with  this  proposition  at  the  be- 
£;inning  of  the  Sesiion?     They  would 
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have  saved  all  the  time  which  they  have 
occupied  in  the  discussion  of  the  first 
Procedure  Bule — a  Rule  which  they  now 
admit  to  be  useless,  because  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees  will  not  allow  them 
to  use  it  in  the  way  they  would  wish ; 
they  would  have  saved  all  that  time,  and 
they  would  have  passed  this  Hesolution 
probably  sooner  than  the  Closure  Bale 
which  is  now  being  found  to  be  useless. 
Why  did  they  delay  not  only  over  the 
first  Closure  Eesolution,  but  also  over 
all  the  subsequent  proceedings  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  erroneously 
told  the  House  lasted  35   days?     It 
would  have  saved  all  those  days  if  so 
much  time  had  not  been  taken  up  with 
those  proceedings.     Why  did  he  not 
go   to   work  then  —  35   working   days 
ago — where  he  is  going  to  work  now  ? 
Surely  neither  he  nor  the  Government 
could  have  supposed   that  a  measure 
of    this    kind,    designed    permanently 
to  set  up  Criminal  Law  of  an  exoeptionid 
character  in  Ireland,  could  be  passed  in 
a  few  days.     Surely  he  could  not  have 
supposed  that  it  would  have  taken  less 
time  than  the  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Bill 
of  1881,  which  took  58  days  altogether 
and  33  nights  in  Committee  before  it 
got  through  its  different  stages.     Surely, 
if  a  measure  for  the  amelioration  of  Ire- 
land took  so  long  a  time  as  that  to  pass, 
a  measure  for  the  coercion  of  Ireland 
was  entitled  to  an  equal  length  of  time 
for  discussion.    And  why  are  we  to  be 
accused  of  obstruction  when  less  than 
30  days  have  been  spent  over  this  Ooer- 
Bill  as  compared  with  58  days  which 
were  spent  by  the  Tory  Opposition  of 
1881  over  the  Land  Law  Bill  of  that 
year?    Why,  Sir,  does  not  the  House 
remember  that  the  Bill  for  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  Criminal  Law  in  England 
and  Ireland — which  was  brought  for- 
ward by  the  late  Liberal  Government, 
in  1885  I  think  it  was — was  sent  before 
a  Grand  Committee,  and  took  the  whole 
Session  to  discuss  before  that    Grand 
Committee ;  and  not  only  so,  but  before 
the  discussion  was  more  than  one-third 
concluded — I  myself  was  a  Member  of 
that  Grand  Committee,  and  admired  and 
aided  the  exertions  of  the  then  Tory 
Opposition — I  will  not  say  to  prevent 
the  Bill  from  passing,  but  to  amend  it 
properly  before  the    Bill  passed — but 
before  the  Bill  was  one-third  over  the 
Government  of  the  day  had  to  abandon 
it,  because  even  before  a  Grand  Oom» 
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mittee,  with  the  whole  of  the  Session  at 
their  disposal,  there  was  not  time  to 
finish  more  than  one-third  of  the  mea- 
sure— the  amendment  of  the  Criminal 
Law.  Now,  Sir,  if  that  was  the  case 
with  regard  to  a  Bill  for  the  amendment 
of  the  Criminal  Law,  and  not  directed 
against  any  political  agitation,  or  against 
any  political  agitators,  as  this  Bill  is 
directed,  but  for  the  ordinary  Amend- 
ments, many  of  which  were  most  excel- 
lent, of  the  Criminal  Law  of  the  three 
Kingdoms,  how  can  it  be  said  that  we 
hare  exceeded  the  limits  of  our  rights — 
that  we  hare  exceeded  the  limits  of 
moderation  in  the  debate  which  has 
taken  some  28  or  29  days  altogether  on 
the  different  stages  of  the  present  mea- 
sure? Why,  Sir,  even  the  worm  will 
turn,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to 
suppose  or  expect  that  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers would  hare  submitted  to  such  a 
measure  as  this  without  at  least  taking 
up  time  as  they  have  so  far  as  the  mea- 
sure has  got.  Now,  Sir,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  compared  his  course  with  the 
course  taken  by  the  late  Government, 
and  asks  us  to  believe  that  his  is  the 
more  moderate  course.  What  was  the 
case  of  the  course  taken  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment when  they  adopted  the  Bules 
of  Urgency  ?  The  Besolution  under 
which  the  Kules  of  Urgency  were  sub- 
sequently drafted  by  the  Speaker  was 
first  proposed  in  the  House  on  the  2nd 
of  February,  1881 — a  whole  month  after 
the  commencement  of  the  Session,  when, 
if  my  memory  serves  me  right,  a  whole 
fortnight  had  been  taken  up  in  the 
discussion  on  the  first  reading  of  a  Bill 
only  a  single  clause  long — a  Bill  for  the 
suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act, 
the  provisions  of  which  were  mere  child's 
play  compared  with  the  present  Bill,  and 
which  was  only  to  last  for  18  months. 
Now,  Sir,  a  whole  fortnight  had  been 
taken  up  on  the  discussion  of  the  first 
reading  of  this  Bill,  a  lengthened  Sitting 
of  48  hours  had  taken  place,  and  Mr. 
Speaker  Brand  had  intervened  by  saying 
that  a  small  minority  had  abused  the 
forms  of  the  House,  and  that  it  was 
necessary  that  it  should  be  checked,  and 
he  put  an  end  to  the  debate  on  the  first 
reading.  Well,  then  the  Government 
proposed  their  Itesolution  of  Urgency. 
Their  Besolution  of  Urgency  did  not, 
as  the  present  Besolution  proposes  to 
do — it  did  not  frame  a  rule  under  which 
the  Chairman  is  obliged  to  act,  whether 


he  likes  or  not — whether  he  thinks  it 
just  or  not — but  it  gave  power  to  the 
Speaker  to  i&ame  rules  under  which, 
after  a  certain  period,  it  might  be 
possible  for  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  to 
move  a  Besolution  providing  that  all 
Amendments  then  on  the  Paper  should 
be  put  to  a  Division  without  further  dis- 
cussion ;  but  the  Besolution  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  goes  a  great  deal 
further  than  that.  His  Besolution  pro- 
vides that  there  shall  be  no  Division 
whatever  upon  any  Amendment  after  a 
certain  day  that  he  mentions — a  week 
from  the  present  time.  It  was  on  the 
2nd  of  February  that  the  Besolution  of 
Urgency  was  first  adopted.  It  was  not 
until  the  21st  of  February,  or  three 
weeks  afterwards,  that  this  Besolution 
of  Urgency  was  first  put  in  force — in 
other  words,  the  very  small  Opposition 
of  that  day  was  allowed  to  contest  the 
second  reading,  and  the  Committee  stage 
of  the  Coercion  Bill,  for  three  weeks 
before  the  power  which  the  Besolution 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Chair 
.was  exercised ;  and  it  was  not  until 
the  24th  of  February,  three  days 
later,  that  it  was  put  in  force  for  a 
second  time;  and,  finally,  it  was  not 
until  the  9th  of  March  that  it  was 
exercised  for  a  third  time.  But  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  proposes,  after  an 
interval  of  only  a  week,  to  make  a  fell 
swoop  on  all  the  Amendments  on  the 
Paper,  no  matter  how  substantial  they 
may  be,  no  matter  how  strongly  op- 
posed the  Chairman  of  Committees 
and  the  Speaker  may  be  to  the  exer- 
cise of  his  authority.  The  matter  is 
taken  from  out  the  range  of  the 
power  of  the  Speaker  and  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees,  and  we  are  en- 
tirely left  to  the  tender  mercies  of 
the  autocrat  of  the  Treasury  Bench,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord. 
Now,  Sir,  I  think  I  have  shown  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  entitled  to 
compare  his  course  of  action  as  regards 
moderation  with  the  action  which  was 
taken  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.  £• 
Gladstone)  on  a  previous  occasion.  On 
the  contrary,  he  proposes  nakedly  to 
deprive  a  minority — ^now  a  very  con- 
siderable minority — in  the  House,  of  all 
their  rights  and  power  of  moving 
Amendments  against  this  Bill,  whether 
or  not  the  Speaker  and  Chairman  of 
Committees  agree— and,  pra  tically,  set 
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np  the  most  brazen  and  barefaced 
tyranny  which  has  ever  been  attempted 
in  this  House  since  the  King  entered 
it*for  the  purpose  of  seeking  out  and 
expelling  the  Members.  But  even  the 
Bosolution  of  Urgency  was  fenced  about 
by  a  variety  of  safeguards.  The  then 
Leader  of  the  Tory  Party  (Lord  Iddes- 
leigh)  as  the  price  of  his  assent  to  the 
Besolution,  insisted  that  there  should 
be  a  majority  of  three  to  one,  and  that 
the  House  should  consist  of  at  least  300 
Members  before  it  could  be  enforced. 
But  all  these  safeguards  have  been 
swept  away.  We  now  see  a  Tory  Q-o- 
yemment  which,  above  all,  is  supposed 
to  be  the  guardian  angel  of  minorities, 
the  protector  of  their  rights,  headed  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader 
of  the  Gk>yemment  in  this  House,  rush- 
ing forward  in  hot  haste — in  such  haste 
that  he  could  not  even  give  us  the  usual 
decent  24  hours'  Notice  required  by  the 
usages  of  the  House  for  the  terms  of  his 
Besolution,  to  sweep  aside  all  the  safe- 
guards which  his  own  Party  had  insisted 
upon  at  a  time  of  very  much  greater 
trial,  at  a  time  of  far  greater  provoca- 
tion than  the  present  time.  Now,  Sir, 
I  have  shown  that  the  circumstances  of 
this  Bill  are  such  as  to  claim  from  this 
House  greater  patience  than  it  would 
exercise  on  that  or  any  other  Bill.  It 
is  an  attack — admittedly  an  attack — 
upon  the  rights  of  Constitutional  agi- 
ation  in  Ireland.  The  Government 
were  offered  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  that 
if  they  would  confine  the  Bill  to  the 
repression  of  crime,  and  strike  out  from 
it  those  clauses  which  attack  the  right 
of  combination  and  of  Constitutional 
agitation,  ho,  for  one,  would  take  no 
further  part  as  Leader  of  the  Liberal 
Party  in  opposing  the  further  progress 
of  the  measure.  Well,  they  refused  to 
accept  that,  and  they  have  gone  forward 
now,  relying  upon  their  own  strength  to 
trample  on  the  rights  of  minorities,  and 
carry  the  Bill  by  the  enactment  of  a  He- 
solution  of  the  most  arbitrary  and  ex- 
traordinary character  which  has  ever 
been  proposed.  I  have  shown  already 
that  it  is  an  attack  upon  the  Chairman 
of  Committees.  Any  power  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
Gt)vemment  can  claim  and  can  put  in 
force  under  this  Bosolution  can  be  put 
in  force  under  the  present  closure,  un- 
less the  Chairman  of  Committees  forbids 

Mr.  Pamell 


it ;  and  the  Chairman  of  Committees  is 
only  entitled  to  forbid  it  if  he  considers 
he  is  compelled  to  use  the  veto  out  of  re- 
gard for  the  rights  of  the  minority.  Con- 
sequently, the  Gt>vemment,  by  endea- 
vouring to  set  aside  theBule,  admit  that 
they  are  proceeding  in  this  matter  re- 
gardless of  the  rights  of  the  minority. 
In  conclusion,  all  I  say  is  this — If  this 
Besolution  be  passed — if  Ireland  is  to  be 
trampled  upon  and  the  rights  of  mino- 
rities destroyed  and  despised,  becauae  it 
is  a  mere  question  of  coercing  Ireland — 
you  will  find  some  of  these  days  that  the 
rights  of  minorities  in  questions  concern- 
ing England  and  in  which  hon.  Members 
opposite  may  feel  deeply  concerned,  will 
be  trampled  upon  and  despised  when 
there  are  more  vital  questions  concern- 
ing the  interests  of  the  Kingdom  in- 
volved than  those  who  force  this  upon 
the  House  have  any  thought  of  at  the 
present  time.  I  beg,  Sir,  in  conclusion, 
to  move  the  Amendment  which  I  read 
out  a  while  ago,  a  copy  of  which  I  have 
handed  in  at  the  Table. 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  leave  oat  from  the  first  word  '<  That,*'  to 
the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the 
words  **  inasmuch  as  the  Criminal  Law  Amend- 
ment (Ireland)  Bill  is  designed  to  deprive  the 
Irish  people  permanently  of  their  constitntional 
rights,  Uiis  House  declines  to  sanction  the  pro- 
p^d  of  Her  Majesty's  Oovemment,  to  def^re 
the  Chair,  during  the  discussions  in  Committee 
on  the  said  Bill,  of  the  power  which,  since  the 
opening  of  these  discussions,  the  Chair  has  felt 
called  upon  repeatedly  to  exercise,  in  oppositioa 
to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  freedom  of  dehate  in  this  House,  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  rights  of  minorities.*' — (Jfr. 
FarmU.) 

Mb.  W.  H.  Smith  rose — when 


Mr.  PARNELL  :  Mr.  Speaker,  can- 
not the  Question  be  put  in  such  a  vay 
as  to  permit  of  other  Amendments  b^ng 
moved  subsequently  to  the  one  I  have 
moved  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
has  moved  the  Amendment  in  that  form 
— to  leave  out  all  the  words  [after  the 
word  "that." 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT(Derby) : 
I  beg  to  point  out  that  if  that  coarse  be 
taken  no  subsequent  Amendment  can 
be  moved.  I  would  ask  you,  Sir,  whe- 
ther the  Question  could  not  be  put  in 
such  a  form  as  would  not  preclude  the 
consideration  of  other  Amendments  ? 

Mr.  speaker  :  That  course  could 
only  be  followed  when  there  were  other 
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Amendments  on  the  Paper;  but  I  will 
put  it  in  that  way,  for  the  convenience 
of  the  House,  if  the  House  so  desires, 
so  that  other  Amendments  may  not  be 
excluded. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  (Edin- 
burgh, Mid  Lothian) :  Especially,  Sir, 
as  there  could  be  no  Amendment  on  the 
Paper,  as  Notice  of  the  Besolution  was 
only  given  this  morning. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAECOURT :  There 
is  one  very  important  feature  in  this 
Motion  which  differs  from  any  other  I 
have  seen — namely,  that,  assuming  that 
when  the  date  for  concluding  the  Com- 
mittee; stage  arrive,  there  were  Amend- 
ments and  even  new  Clauses  on  the 
Paper,  which  the  Government  them- 
selves approve  of,  and  are  willing  to 
accept,  they  cannot  be  put,  because  the 
wording  of  the  Eesolution  is — 

"  That  any  Clause  then  under  consideration, 
and ''each  remaining  Clause  in  the  Bill  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 

Me.  speaker  :  I  will  put  the  words 
down  to  the  word  **  Chair,"  in  line  5. 
The  Question  is,  that  the  words  ''That, 
at  Ten  o'clock  p.m.,  on  Friday  the  17th 
day  of  June,  if  the  Criminal  Law  Amend- 
ment (Ireland)  Bill  be  not  previously 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  the  Chairman  shall  put 
forthwith  the  Question  or  Questions  on 
any  Amendment  or  Motion  already  pro- 
posed from  the  Chair,"  stand  part  of 
the  Question. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Scotland, 
Liverpool) :  Will  you  allow  me  to  state. 
Sir,  that  I  intend  to  propose  an  Amend- 
ment which  will  begin  in  the  second  line, 
after  the  words  ''  Criminal  Law  Amend- 
ment (Ireland)  Bill,"  by  inserting  the 
words  **  and  other  Bills  before  the 
House."  I  should  be  glad,  Sir,  if  you 
could  see  your  way  to  so  put  the  Ques- 
tion as  to  allow  that  Amendment  to  be 
moved. 

Mr.  speaker  :  That  would  not  be 
in  Order.  The  Amendment  handed  in 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  (Mr. 
Parnell)  traverses  the  principle  of  the 
Motion,  and  if  I  put  the  words,  as  I 
have  stated  them,  down  to  the  word 
**  Chair,"  I  shall  exercise,  if  possible, 
the  right  of  hon.  Members  to  introduce 
other  Amendments. 

Mr.  PARNELL:  I  would  respect- 
fally  observe.  Sir,  that  the  question  of 
the  date  at  which  this  Resolution  is 
to  come  into  force  is  one  of  the  most 


important  questions  raised  in  the  whole 
Resolution. 

Mr.  speaker  :  I  am  sorry  to  in- 
terrupt the  hon.  Gentleman,  but  the 
hon.  Member's  Amendment  itself  ex- 
cludes that  question.  It  is  quite  con- 
trary to  the  usual  practice  to  allow 
the  hon.  Gentleman  first  to  move  an 
Amendment,  and  then  to  move  another 
traversing  the  same  ground. 

Mr.  parnell  :  I  did  not  suggest, 
Sir,  that  I  was  going  to  move  another 
Amendment,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
I  do  not  intend  to  move  another.  I 
merely  pointed  out  that  the  question  of 
the  date  is  one  of  the  most  important 
questions  involved  in  the  whole  Resolu- 
tion. I  would  beg  to  remind  you,  Sir, 
that  before  moving  my  Amendment,  I 
asked  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Member  for  North  Longford  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy)  to  ascertain  at  the  Table  whe- 
ther the  rights  of  the  Movers  of  other 
Amendments  which  might  be  handed  in 
subsequently  would  be  saved  in  the 
usual  way — that  is  to  say,  if  I  were  to 
propose  to  leave  out  merely  the  word 
*'at,"  the  second  word  in  the  Motion, 
and  I  was  informed  that  the  rights  of 
other  Members  would  be  saved.  I 
blame  myself.  Sir,  for  not  having  ap- 

E reached  you  personally  in  the  matter ; 
ut  I  did  not  desire  to  trouble  you  per- 
sonally, and  I  therefore  asked  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  to  go  to  the  Table 
and  make  the  inquiry.  I  have  followed 
the  precedents,  and  I  find  that  the 
Amendment  could  not  have  been  put 
on  the  Paper — if  it  had  been  possible  to 
put  it  on  die  Paper  at  all — in  any  other 
way  than  the  way  in  which  I  have 
moved  it.  It  is  always  by  the  action  of 
the  Chair,  and  by  the  action  of  the 
Chair  alone,  that  the  rights  of  other 
Members  who  have  Amendments  on  the 
Paper  are  subsequently  saved.  The 
Chair  puts  an  Amendment  such  as  I 
have  moved  by  moving  to  leave  out  any 
one  of  the  words  at  the  conmiencement 
of  the  Resolution.  It  was  a  physical 
impossibility  for  Amendments  to  be  on 
the  Paper  to-day,  as  we  only  heard 
at  2  o'clock  this  morning  what  the 
words  of  the  Resolution  were  to  be.  I 
would  pray  you.  Sir,  to  protect  the 
right  of  the  minority  in  the  usual  way 
to  move  Amendments  by  putting  my 
Amendment  in  the  way  you  have  put 
similar  Amendments  and  Resolutions  in 
past  times. 
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Mb.  SPEAKEE:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  informed  by  the  Clerk  at  the 
Table  that  if  other  Amendments  were 
put  in  as  the  hon.  Gentleman's  Amend- 
ment was  put  in,  then  I,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  duty,  should  preserve  the 
rights  of  the  hon.  Members  who  in- 
tended to  move  them.  But  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  moved  his  Amendment 
in  such  a  way  as  to  exclude  the  whole 
of  the  words  of  the  Besolution.  The 
hon.  Member  might  withdraw  his 
Amendment, 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  venture  to 
hope  that  an  arrangement  may  be  made 
under  which  any  legitimate  Amendment 
shall  be  considered  by  the  House.  I 
trust  that  the  hon.  Geutleman  will  be 
prepared  temporarily  to  withdraw  his 
Amendment,  if  that  be  necessary,  in 
order  that  other  hon.  Members  may 
have  the  opportunity  of  moving  the 
Amendments  they  desire  to  bring  for- 
ward* 

Mb.  ARTHUE  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.) :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  state 
that  as  soon  as  practically  possible, 
after  I  had  seen  the  terms  of  the  Reso- 
lution of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury,  I  considered  what  Amendments  I 
thought  it  open  to,  and  I  drafted  certain 
Amendments  with  the  intention  of 
putting  them  in  as  soon  as  opportunity 
was  afforded.  I  have  not  had  the  op- 
portunity of  placing  them  on  the  Paper, 
and  I  have  not  had  time  to  hand  them 
in  at  the  Table.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  ask  you,  Sir,  to  protect  my 
rights  as  an  individual  Member.  The 
Amendment  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell)  goes  to 
the  root  of  the  principle  of  the  Resolu- 
tion. I  propose  to  move  to  change  the 
date  from  the  17th  of  June  to  the  24  th. 
Now,  Sir,  I  must  ask  you  to  enable  me 
to  do  so  by  putting  the  Question  in  such 
a  manner  as  will  not  shut  out  that 
Amendment. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  It  appears  to  be 
for  the  convenience  of  the  House,  under 
the  special  circumstances  of  the  case, 
that  I  should  only  put  the  words  down 
to  *'  10  o'clock  p.m."  I  do  not  think, 
however,  that  it  ought  to  be  regarded 
as  a  precedent.  The  Question  is,  that 
the  words  down  to  ''10  o'clock  p.m.  " 
stand  part  of  the  Question. 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
'  at  Ten  o'clock  p.m.'  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 


Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  do  not  think 
that  it  would  be  respectful  on  my  part 
towards  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mover 
of  the  Amendment  if  I  did  not  say  a  few 
words  in  answer  to  his  arguments.  In 
doing  that  I  shall  refrain  from  com- 
menting upon  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W. 
E.  Gladstone),  who  has  merely  exercised 
hie  legitimate  right  in  reviewing  the 
course  which  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  taken  in  reference  to  this  matter. 
I  must,  however,  refer  to  the  assertion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork,  that  in 
bringing  forward  this  Motion  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  intended  to  make 
an  attack  upon  the  power  of  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees.  The  hon.  Member 
is  entirely  miataken  upon  that  point 
The  closure  has  been  put  in  force  16 
times.  Once  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees has  declined  to  put  the  Question 
on  a  point  of  Order ;  and  there  were  two 
occasions  on  which  he  thought  it  was  his 
duty  not  to  accept  the  Motion  for  im- 
mediately putting  the  Question,  that  the 
remainder  of  the  clause  under  discussion 
should  be  added  to  the  Bill,  when  the 
remaining  Amendments  to  such  clause 
appeared  to  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  be  of  a  trifling  character.  The  Chair- 
man of  Committees  on  both  occasions 
remarked  that  there  were  two  or  three 
Amendments  standing  on  the  Paper 
before  we  reached  the  particular  point 
of  the  clause  to  which  I  have  referred 
which  deserved  a  certain  amount  of  con- 
sideration. After  the  disposal  of  those 
Amendments,  in  which  about  an  hour 
or  an  hour  and  a-half  was  consumed, 
the  closure  up  to  the  particular  point  to 
which  I  have  referred  was  accepted  by 
the  Committee  without  a  Division,  and 
the  clauses  themselves  were  passed  with- 
out Divisions.  The  object  which  we  had 
in  view  was  entirely  met  by  the  coarse 
that  the  Chairman  thought  it  his  duty  to 
pursue,  and  I  have  no  complaint  to  make 
of  any  difference  of  opinion  between  the 
Chairman  and  myself.  On  the  second 
occasion,  in  an  almost  precisely  similar 
way,  we  were  involved  in  the  discussion 
of  a  number  of  minor  points  in  which  we 
could  not  make  any  substantial  progress. 
I  moved  that  the  words  down  to  a  certain 
point  should  stand  part  of  the  Bill,  and 
the  Chairman  very  properly  remarked 
that  there  were  two  or  three  provisions 
worthy  of  consideration,  and  so  far  as  he 
could  see  the  rest  of  the  Amendments 
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were  of  a  trivial  character,  and  when  the 
important  Amendments  were  disposed  of 
the  closure  was  accepted.     On  another 
occasion  the  Chairman  put  the  Question 
that  the    words— that  certain  words — 
should  stand  part  of  the  clause,  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cork  rose  and  pointed 
out  that,  according  to  the  distinct  words 
'  of  the  Hule,  the  condition  had  not  been 
entirely  fulfilled    which    entitled    the 
closure  to   be  moved.     The  Chairman 
then  held  that  I  was  not  in  Order  in 
making  the  Motion ;  but  it  was  only  when 
the  Chairman  had  had  his  attention  called 
to  the  very  difficult  construction  of  the 
BuleSy  that  he  thought  I  was  not  per- 
fectly in  Order  in  making  the  Motion 
I  did.     Even  in  the  cases  where  the 
Chairman  had  refused  my  Motion,  the 
object  I  had  in  view  has  been  attained. 
I  have  no  complaint  to  make  of  the 
Chairman,  and  there  is  no  difference  of 
opinion  between  the  Chairman  and  my- 
self.   I  have  only  referred  to  the  subject 
in  order  that  any  misapprehension  which 
the  hon.  Member  cannot  desire  to  labour 
under  should  be  removed,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned.    The  hon.  Member  charges 
the  Gk)vemment  with  being  themselves 
the  cause  of  obstruction.     I  do  think, 
Sir,  that  that  opinion  can  only  be  held 
by  the  hon.  Member  if  ho  takes  a  very 
perverted  view  of  the   responsibilities 
and  duties  which  belong  to  a  Qovem- 
ment.     The  duty  and  responsibility  of 
the  Government,  from  my  point  of  view, 
are  to  proceed  with  any  measures  they 
believe  to  be  necessary  in  the  interest  of 
the  community  at  large.    It  is  reason- 
able that  the  hon.  Member  should  take 
an  opposite  view  of  what  those  measures 
should  be.      We  say  that  we  believe 
those   measures  to  be   of  primary  im- 
portance; he  is  of  a  different  opinion, 
and  those  who  agree  with  him  think 
that  they  are  discharging  their  duty, by 
preventing  the  progress  of  this  Bill,  and 
thereby  preventing  the  consideration  of 
other  measures  by  the  House.      The 
right  hon.  Qentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  admitted  that  the  condition 
of  Public  Business  at  the  present  moment 
is  a  g^ave  scandal.     He  admitted  that 
there  were  questions  which  deserved  and 
required  consideration  in  this  House; 
and  although  he  probably  coincided  in 
the  opinion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
as  to  the  incapacity  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  do  justice  to  the  mea- 
BuroB  required  in  the  interests  of  the 


country,  yet  he  admitted  that  the  condi- 
tion of  Supply  and  the  Business  of  the 
country  generally  warranted  the  course 
the  Government  propose  to  take  with 
reference  to  the  discussion  of  this  BilL 
With  reference  to  the  observation  that 
we  ought  to  have  taken  this  course  on 
the  first  day  we  entered  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  Bill,  instead  of  waiting 
till  the  35th  day,  I  may  say  that  the 
Government  thought  it  their  duty  to 
permit  the  minority  to  have  an  ample 
opportunity  of  discussing  a  measure 
which  affects  them  and  their  people. 
But,  now,  after  more  than  ample  oppor- 
tunity has  been  afforded  for  discussion, 
we  think  that  it  is  now  time  to  vindicate 
the  authority  of  Parliament  and  its  repu- 
tation in  the  country,  and  we  accordingly 
ask  the  House  to  make  provision  for 
some  portion  of  its  time  and  strength 
being  given  to  questions  which  affect 
the  general  interest  and  well-being  of 
the  nation. 

Sib  WILFEID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land,  Cockermouth)  said,,  that  he  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  saying  a  few  words 
in  support  of  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell). 
He  looked  upon  the  Amendment  as  a 
Vote  of  Confidence  in  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  the  proposition 
brought  forward  by  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  as  a  Vote  of  No  Confidence. 
After  entrusting  the  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means  with  a  veto,  it  was  a  most 
extraordinary  thing  to  come  and  try  to 
take  away  from  him  the  option  of  per- 
mitting the  closure,  because  he  supposed 
it  had  not  been  exercised  in  the  way  the 
majority  of  the  House  liked.  One  of 
two  things  must  be  the  case — either  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  was  fair 
or  he  was  unfair.  Those  who  supported 
the  Motion  declared  that  he  was  unfair. 
On  that  side  of  the  House  they  were 
satisfied  with  him.  What  they  said  was — 
''  You  have  got  this  power  of  closure ; 
why  do  you  not  exercise  it  and  bring  it 
forward  to  put  down  the  frivolous  dis- 
cussion the  right  hon.  Gentleman  talks 
about  ?  "  After  a  great  expenditure  of 
time,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  found  it 
necessary  to  bring  forward  a  Motion 
to  stop  cdl  discussion  after  10  p.m.  next 
Friday,  and  he  supposed  he  would  carry 
it,  as  he  carried  everything.  He  did 
not,  however,  think  the  Liberals  would 
suffer  much  if  the  Motion  were  carried. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  talked  oi 


1623 


Business  of 


COMMONS{ 


the  Souse* 


1624 


the  country  being  with  him ;  how  did 
the  right  hon.  G-entleman  know  that? 
He  (Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson)  had  as  good  a 
right  to  express  his  opinion  about  the 
country  as  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury had ;  and  his  opinion  was  that  the 
democracy  of  this  country,  who  were 
now   fortunately    enfranchised,    would 
never  permanently  consent  to  tyrannize 
over    and   oppress    the    democracy    of 
another    country;    they    would    never 
make    Ireland    another    Poland ;  they 
would  never  see  the  destruction  of  the 
liberty  of  the  Press,  or  of  the  right  of 
public  meeting.     If  they  were  in  favour 
of  making  Ireland  a  perpetual  Poland, 
then  he    said   they    were  a  miserable 
democracy.    If  they  were,  then  they  de- 
served to  have  the  same  measures  they 
were  now  applying  to  Ireland  applied 
to  themselves,  and  he  hoped  that  a  Tory 
Government  would  pluck  up  courage  to 
apply  the  same  measures  to  this  coun- 
try.    He  did  not  believe  that  the  right 
hon.  G-entleman  was  right  in  his  views 
as  to  the  opinion  of  the  country.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  had  several 
messages  from  the  country.     Had  he 
not  during  the  last  few  months  heard 
from  Burnley,  from  Ilkeston,  and  from 
St.  Austell  ?    [Loud  Ministerial  cheers.^ 
He  admired  the  Tory  Party,  though  he 
had    never    seen   hon.    Gentlemen    so 
pleased  at  being  beaten  before.    They 
had,  also,  heard  from  Liverpool,  and  he 
wished  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Mr.  Goschen)  had  been  present  that  he 
might  have  reminded  him  of  it.     He 
considered,  therefore,  he  was  justified  in 
saying  that  the  Government    occupied 
their  present  position  by  no  valid  title 
whatever,  and  that  he  and  his  Friends 
were  entitled  to  do  all  that  they  could 
to  get  an  appeal  to  the  country  to  see 
whether  it  supported  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment or  not.    The  Government  had 
only  three  supporters ;  one  was  an  argu- 
mentative support,  and  the  other  two 
were  physic^.    The  first  was  that  all 
the  Irish  Members  were  assassins  and 
murderers,  and  consequently  it  was  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  they  should 
be  retained  in  the  House.    That  was 
the  g^eat  argument  in  the  Tory  papers. 
Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  argu- 
ment was  that  they  were  all  obstructives 
on  that  side  of  the  House,  and  spent  all 
their  time  in   blocking  Business    and 
preventing    a    vast   number  of    most 
valuable  Bills,  such  as  no  one  had  ever 
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heard  of  before  from  a  Tory  Qtjvem- 
ment,  being  brought  forward.     Did  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  think  that  the 
country  believed  that  ?  How  many  hon. 
Gentlemen  on   the  other    side  of   the 
House  declared  at  the  last  General  Elec- 
tion in  their  addresses  that  they  were 
entering  Parliament  to   promote   coer- 
cion ?   The  third  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  their  crutches,   the  Liberal 
Unionists,   whom    he  looked  upon  as 
worse  than  any   Tories  they  had    had 
during  the  present  generation.  He  had, 
however,  the  comfort  of  knowing  that 
their  day  was  short.     They  dared  not 
appeal  to  the  country,  any  more  than 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  dared, 
notwithstanding  his  brave  words  about 
the  country  being  with  him.    Whatever 
might  come  of  this  Motion  there  was 
one  bright  spot,  and  that  was  that  if  the 
House  were  compelled  to  forge  a  weapon 
to  be  used  by   right   hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  in  promoting  tyranny  and  op- 
pression, that  weapon  would  remain  as 
precedent ;  and  in  the  days  that  were  to 
come,  and    that  were  certain  to  come 
sooner  or  later — sooner,  he  hoped,  rather 
than  later — they  on  the  Opposition  Bench 
would  apply  that  weapon  to  a  far  nobler 
purpose.    [^Ministerial  laughter'].  Yes,  for 
a    purpose  which   Tories   always    had 
laughed  at  and  always  had  despised — 
namely,    the     purpose    of    promoting 
measures  of  freedom  and  progress. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton) 
said,  that  this  Motion  would  be  a  prece- 
dent by  which,  without  any  declaration 
of  urgency,  by  mere  notice  from  one 
day  to  another  and  by  a  bare  majority, 
without  any  intervention  from  the  Chair, 
a  debate  might  be  closed.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  there  had  been 
obstruction  to  this  measure;  but  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  never  hesitated  to 
offer  the  most  strenuous  opposition  to 
measures  which  they  thought  too  ad- 
vanced or  described  as  revolutionary, 
and  thought  it  no  obstruction  to  do  so. 
Even  in  the  present  he  had  personal 
experience  of  opposition,  to  a  measure 
supported  by  a  majority  of  the  House, 
offered  by  a  minority  sitting  opposite, 
and  which  had  been  characterized  as 
obstructive  from  the  Conservative 
Benches.  He  submitted  that  much  of 
the  responsibility  for  the  delay  in  con- 
nection with  the  Bill  before  the  Houae 
rested  with  the  Government,  for  in.  many 
cases  they  had  made  concessions  at  the 
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end  of  a  debate  wlien  they  might  very  well 
have  made  them  at  the  beginning.  He 
did  not  suppose  that  there  would  be  any 
chance  whatever  of  defeating  this  Keso- 
lution,  but  he  wished  to  put  upon  record 
the  protest  of  the  Radicals,  with  whom 
he  worked,  and  to  record  the  precedent 
a  justification  for  moving  similar  Beso- 
lutions  when  their  time  came. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEA.LY  (Longford,  N.) 
said  he  thought  the  Qovernment  ought 
to  recognize  the  way  in  which  they 
themselves  had  brought  about  the  posi- 
tion in  which  they  now  stood.  In  the 
Land  Act  of  1881  the  Tory  Party  oocu- 

Sied  four  nights  debating  one  single 
ne,  and  that  the  first  line.  The  Tory 
Party,  and  principally  the  present  Ohief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) 
and  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
South  Paddington  (Lord  Bandolph 
Ohnrchill),  spent  four  nights  in  discuss- 
ing the  first  line  of  the  first  clause  of 
the  Land  Act,  although  that  first  clause 
of  the  Bill  dealt  simply  with  the  ques- 
tion of  free  sale,  which  existed  in  Ulster 
always  and  which  existed  in  other  parts 
of  Ireland.  Then,  after  that,  they  occu- 
pied nine  nights  in  debating  the  clause. 
What  was  Uieir  position  now  ?  It  was 
said  that  wearisome  and  very  dry 
debates  had  taken  place  on  the  Bill.  He 
did  not  deny  it  for  one  moment ;  but 
surely  if  they  took  the  Bill  and  stuffed 
it  and  choked  it  with  all  kinds  of  ob- 
noxious provisions,  they  made  it  neces- 
sary to  take  up  time  in  discussing  it. 
Nothing  was  easier  than  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  get  up  a  cry  of  obstruction 
against  the  Irish  Members.  The  Go- 
vernment had  in  London  in  the  news- 
papers the  materials  for  getting  up  an 
artificial  cry  of  obstruction,  and  though 
that  House  was  supposed  to  be  the 
highest  Court  of  the  Bealm,  and  an  in- 
ternational issue  was  at  stake,  Ireland  v, 
England,  there  was  contempt  of  Court 
with  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  that 
House  on  the  part  of  those  who  were 
appointed  to  write  on  the  subject.  The 
Ilepresentatives  of  the  people  could  be 
abased,  attacked,  and  defamed,  their 
speeches  were  misreported,  and  their 
conduct  twisted  and  distorted,  whereas 
if  he  had  an  action  for  twopence  half- 
penny in  Westminster  or  the  Boyal 
Courts  of  Justice  in  the  Strand  against 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  for 
goods  sold  and  delivered,  and  any  news- 
paper in  the  kingdom  ventured  to  com- 


ment on  that  case  while  under  discussion, 
he  could  have  that  newspaper  up  for 
contempt  of  Court.  Yet  those  news- 
papers in  dealing  with  that  highest 
Court  of  the  Bealm  and  in  dealing  with 
litigants — international  litigants  who 
came  before  that  House  pleading  their 
cause  before  the  people  of  England-* 
every  newspaper  in  the  Kingdom  thought 
itself  at  liberty,  upon  matters  which  very 
few  of  them  understood,  to  discuss  in  the 
most  partizan  point  of  view  this  cry  of 
obstruction,  which  was  a  purely  artificial 
cry,  and  which  could  be  got  up  at  any 
moment  by  the  Ministerialists  in  their 
newspapers  in  London.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  talked  about  making  sacrifices. 
It  was  easy  to  make  sacrifices  at  £5,000 
a-year,  but  they  had  to  make  them  at 
that  side  of  the  House,  and  not  sit  silent 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  They  had 
got  to  point  out  the  mischiefs  and  evils 
of  the  country,  and  spend  their  time  not 
in  the  enjoyment  of  profits  and  emolu- 
ments, but  in  the  interests  of  their 
country ;  and  then  because  they  did  it 
the  representatives  of  the  capitalist  and 
of  the  landlord  party  said  they  were 
actuated^  by  some  malignant  motive. 
For  himself,  he  had  never  believed  in 
obstruction  as  a  policy,  and  he  did  not 
believe  in  it  now.  He  never  could  see 
any  object  in  interrupting  the  Business 
of  the  House,  because  what  good  did  it 
do?  There  was  no  good  whatever, in 
his  judgment,  in  engaging  in  a  policy  of 
obstruction,  and  the  only  good  purpose 
to  be  served  in  carrying  on  a  debate  was 
that  of  informing  the  minds  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  if  that  was  not  a 
wholly  impossible  task,  and  teaching  the 
public  outside.  As  for  delaying  the 
Bil],  for  his  part  he  did  not  attach  any 
value  to  such  delay.  Whether  the  Bill 
was  to  come  into  operation  on  the  1st  of 
July  or  the  1st  of  August,  he  did  not 
think  it  mattered  in  the  least.  The 
opponents  of  the  measure  had  moved 
Amendments  to  it,  and  he  had  been 
specially  attacked  by  the  papers  for 
doing  so ;  and  the  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
(Colonel  King-Harman),  who  had  been 
appointed  to  his  Office  because  of  his 
antagonism  to  the  Irish  Members,  de- 
scribed them  as  ^*  the  scum  of  the  swill 
tub  of  Ireland."  That  was  the  gentle 
way  the  Under  Secretary  had  of  describ- 
ing his  own  countrymen;    and  in    a 
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speech  which  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  made  he  stated  that  he  (Mr. 
T.  M.  Hoaly)  made  more  speeches  than 
anybody  else,  and  that,  therefore,   he 
and  some  others  were  guilty  of  obstruc- 
tion.   He  would  remind  the  House  that 
while  two  or  three,  or  four,  or  five  of  the 
Irish  Members  had  spoken,  all  the  others 
remained    silent,   allowing    their    Col- 
leagues to  speak  for  them.    Would  it  be 
a  reasonable  thing  if  anybody  said  of  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  that  he  made 
more  speeches  than  anybody  else  ?   The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  reply  that 
he  had  to  do  it ;  and  in  the  same  way, 
if  certain  Members  had  been  put  for- 
ward by  other  Members,  that  was  the 
action  of  a  party  of  86,  and  not  of  an 
individual  Member.    He  was  speaking 
and  taking  up  a  position  for  86  others, 
and  he  was  justified  in  making  a  series 
of   speeches   which,  if  he  were   only 
making  from  his  own  individval  point  of 
view,  he  would  be  entirely  unjustified 
in  making ;  so  that  no  argument  could 
be    drawn    from    the    position    taken 
up   by   the   First    Lord   of   the    Tre- 
sury,    who   said  if  every  Member  of 
the    House   made    100   speeches  they 
could  never  get  on.    That  was  perfectly 
true,    but    if   individuals    on    certain 
clauses  had  moved  Amendments  which 
had  the  support  of  an  entire  Party,  that 
was  a  sufficient   justification  of  those 
Members  who  had  moved  the  Amend- 
ments and  made  speeches.     But  then 
there  was  another  additional  obstruction 
in  the  House  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman must  see  was  in  the  nature  of 
things  inevitable.   How  could  they  avoid 
obstruction  in  a  House  composed  of  670 
Members?      They  must  have  obstruc- 
tion in  a  Legislature  which  comprised  so 
many  Members,  and  which  should  not 
be  composed  of  more  than  200  or  300 
Members.    What  had  been  the  course 
of  the  Government   in  regard  to  the 
management  of  affairs  in  that  House  ? 
When  the  1st  clause  of  the  Bill  was 
under  discussion   they  were  met  with 
considerable  fairness  by  the    Govern- 
ment, and  what  followed  ?    Why  the  36 
lines  of  the  clause  were  expanded  to  1 13, 
and  then  the  Government,  seeing  they 
were  justifying  their  opponents  by  ac- 
cepting their   Amendments    and  were 
giving  reasons  and  grounds  for  saying 
the  draftomanship  of  the  Bill  was  as 
bad  as  their  policy,  refused  to  make  any 
oonoessions  to  fair  arguments  addressed  j 
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from  that  side  of  the  House.  That  was 
a  most  unfair  and  disengenuous  way  of 
meeting  the  Members  from  Ireland,  be- 
cause undoubtedly  the  matters  put  for- 
ward by  them  were  entitled  to  con- 
sideration. But  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land, like  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  seemed 
to  be  able  to  make  only  one  speech. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord 
had  made  one  great  speech,  which  was 
to  move  that  the  Question  be  now  put, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  CSuef 
Secretary  had  made  another.  Amend- 
ments were  moved,  and  then  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  got  up  and  said — ''I  see 
nothing  in  the  Amendment  which  in  any 
way  makes  our  Bill  clearer  or  better," 
and  without  one  single  reason  in  justi- 
fication of  his  proposal  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  sat  down.  Intelleotual 
barrenness  of  that  kind  in  rejecting  or 
opposing  Amendments  only  led  to  fric- 
tion and  unpleasantness,  and  he  thought 
it  would  have  been  much  better  for  the 
Government  to  have  let  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  remain 
away  somewhere  while  the  Bill  was 
under  discussion.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman could  have  been  studying  Irish 
questions  at  the  Irish  Office,  and  have 
left  the  defence  of  the  Bill  in  the  hands  of 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  who  were 
able  to  reply  to  the  arguments  put  forward. 
It  was  one  of  the  forms  of  insult  the 
Government  offered  to  the  House  that 
that  they  should  leave  the  entire  con- 
duct of  the  Bill  in  the  hands  of  a  Gen- 
tleman like  the  Chief  Secretary,  who 
absolutely  failed  to  meet  any  argument, 
when  they  had  a  Gentleman  like  the 
hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson),  who  was  perfectly 
able  and  willing  to  meet  them  in  discus- 
sion. He  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  never  saw 
more  lamentable  ignorance  on  any  sub- 
ject than  that  displayed  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary, 
whose  conduct  had  been  one  of  the 
causes  of  the  delay  that  had  taken  place. 
That  Bule,  as  he  understood  it,  was  a 
practical  repeal  of  their  g^eat  provision 
which  enabled  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  Sleaford  Division 
of  Lincolnshire  (Mr.  Chaplin)  and  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  South  Pad- 
dington  to  swallow  the  principle  of  the 
cloture,  and  it  was  a  practical  justifica- 
tion of  the  position  taken  np  by  the 
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right  hon.  Qentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  and 
the  rifi^ht  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for    Derby    (Sir    William    Harcourfc). 
Those  right  hon.  Gentlemen  said  the 
shnple  system  of  cloture  was  the  only 
real  one  for  the  working  of  the  Business 
of  the  House ;  but  the  Gorornment  in- 
sisted on  the  putting  into  the  Bule  that 
the  veto  of  the  Chair  should  not  be 
withheld,  and  after  one  month  almost 
from  the  passing  of  that  Besolution  they 
were  actually  moving  a  Vote  of  Censure 
on  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means, 
because  he  had  shown  fair  play  in  the 
conduct  of  the  debate.    The  Chairman 
had  g^ven  them  fair  play,  and  this  would 
be  remembered  by  Irish  Members  after 
the  present  strife  had  passed  away.    No 
doubt  the  very  fact  that  the  Government 
had  not  been  enabled  to  induce  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  grant  them 
the  clause  without  adequate  discussion 
was  a  proof  that  the  Amendments  which 
had  been  moved  were  not  of  a  trivial 
character.    With  regard  to  the  entire 
of  the  2nd  clause  he  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy) 
did  not  move    a    single    Amendment, 
leaving  it  entirely  to  the  English  and 
Scotch  Members.    He  would  not  have 
complained  of  the  Government  attempt- 
ing to  put  down  the  system  of  Boy- 
cotting if  the  Government  had  intro- 
duced some  safeguards,  such  as  that  of 
appeal  to  a  proper  tribunal.    The  Go- 
vernment, by  their  present  action,  had 
given  a  signal  proof  that    they   con- 
sidered the  Amendments  on  the  Paper 
of   a  substantial  character;    and  that 
being  80,  they  might  well  be  content  to 
allow  that  Bill  to  pass,  subject  to  their 
protest. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Derby ) 
said,  he  wished  it  to  be  put  on  record 
that  the  bringing  forward  of  this  Mo- 
tion was  a  further  advance  in  the 
doctrine  of  closure,  and  a  great  advance 
it  was.  The  Government,  when  the 
question  of  Procedure  was  under  dis- 
cussion, laid  great  stress  on  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Chair  as  a  regulating  and 
restraining  influence  upon  the  closure. 
The  present  proposal  was,  however,  an 
admission  that  they  were  entirely  wrong, 
and  it  was  a  complete  justification  of 
the  course  which  his  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W. 
E.  Gladstone)  and  himself  had  taken. 
What  was  the  difficulty  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  case      He  thought  that 


they  had  said  that  every  Amendment  to 
their  Bill  was  frivolous  and  unnecessary, 
and  they  had  resisted  every  Amend- 
ment. If  they  had  had  the  power  in 
their  own  hands  they  would  have  used 
the  closure,  and  the  Committee  on  the 
Bill  would  have  been  over  long  ago. 
But  they  had  set  up  an  independent 
Judge,  who  on  several  occasions  said 
that,  in  his  opinion,  some  of  these 
Amendments  were  most  reasonable, 
and  ought  to  be  discussed.  It  was  be- 
cause the  Chairman  of  Committees  said 
that  that  the  Government  had  come  for- 
ward with  the  present  Resolution.  If 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  was  of  opi- 
nion that  these  six  days  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  discuss  all  reasonable  Amend- 
ments, all  they  need  have  done  would 
be  to  apply  for  the  closure.  But  they 
were  afraid  that  the  Chairman  would 
say  that  the  Amendments  which  they 
called  frivolous  were  substantial  Amend- 
ments which  ought  to  be  discussed. 
Consequently  this  new  Resolution  was 
proposed,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  im- 
partial judgment  of  the  Chairman  of 
Committees.  He  had  always  predicted 
that  the  moment  the  majority  found  in 
the  Chair  any  objections  to  their  pro- 
posals for  closure  they  would  never 
tolerate  that  impartial  judgment  of 
which  they  formerly  spoke  so  much, 
and  that  when  such  an  obstacle  was  put 
in  their  way  they  would  sweep  it  out  of 
their  path.  They  had  drawn  their 
clause  in  such  a  form  that  if  there  were 
Amendments  which  they  thought  ought 
to  be  in  the  Bill,  they  had  taken  good 
care  to  prevent  their  being  put.  Surely 
that  was  a  closure  as  complete  as  any- 
thing that  could  be  desired.  He  had 
never  himself  been  an  enemy  of  the 
closure.  He  had  been  consistent  on 
that  subject,  having  always  been  in 
favour  of  the  closure  pure  and  simple. 
The  supporters  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment protested  against  a  tyrannical 
majority  until  they  themselves  became 
one.  They  talked  now  of  obstruction. 
Why,  they  took  20  days  to  discuss  the 
single  proposal  of  the  closure  some 
years  ago.  Perhaps  the  Government 
thought  there  would  always  be  a  Tory 
Party  in  Office,  always  supported  by 
Liberal  Unionists.  That  was  like  some 
foolish  people  who  when  they  had  got 
a  fine  day  thought  it  would  never  rain. 
But  changes  came  over  the  political 
atmosphere.    The  day  might  come — he 
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ventured  to  say  it  would  come — ^in  wliioh 
there  would  be  a  Liberal  Oovernment 
supported  by  a  democratic  majority. 
Then  they  should  not  be  sorry  to  re- 
member tiie  lengths  to  which,  for  pur- 
poses of  coercion,  the  Tory  Party  would 
carry  the  principle  of  closure.  It  was 
the  tendency  of  these  things  to  develop 
themselves.  Conversion  was  rapid 
and  complete.  Look  at  Oentlemen 
opposite.  They  would  never  consent 
to  the  closure  except  with  a  three- 
fourths  majority.  Where  were  they 
now?  They  would  never  consent  to 
the  closure  without  every  kind  of  safe- 
guard. All  their  safeguards  were  now 
swept  away.  They  must  have  the  im- 
partial judgment  of  the  Chair,  and  the 
moment  they  were  checked  by  the  im- 
partial judgment  of  the  Chair,  they 
closured  the  Chair,  and  they  put  the  ex- 
tinguisher on  the  Chairman  of  Commit- 
tees. That  was  the  process  of  conversion. 
In  the  days  of  Urgency  in  1882  this  very 
Bule  could  not  be  carried  except  by  a 
majority  of  3  to  1,  but  now  the 
Tory  G-overnment  had  set  an  example 
that  they  could  do  this  thing  by  a  ma- 
jority of  1.  He  would  paint  a  picture 
which  he  was  sure  would  edify  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  He  sug- 
gested to  him  a  possible  future  when 
there  might  be  a  Liberal  Administration 
numbering,  say,  340,  and  there  might 
be  a  Conservative  Party  of  330.  There 
might  be  some  great  Constitutional  mea- 
sure— perhaps  Home  Kule — and  there 
might  be  a  Minister  standing  at  the 
Table  and  saying — ^^I  shall  introduce 
to-morrow  a  Home  Eule  Bill,  and  I 
shall  accompany  it  by  a  declaration  that 
the  third  reading  shall  be  taken  this  day 
fortnight;  the  subject  has  been  discussed 
for  many  years ;  the  Amendments  you 
have  put  down  to  the  measure  are 
frivolous;  your  resistance  to  it  is  ob- 
structive ;  you  are  standing  in  the  way 
of  a  great  reform ;  you  are  opposing  the 
Business  of  the  nation  ;  it  is  our  duty  as 
a  majority  to  assert  the  rights  of  the 
nation,  and  to  see  that  the  Home  Bule 
Bill  is  carried  in  a  fortnight."  That 
might  happen.  And  then  they  should 
have  a  glorious  example !  If  anybody 
lived  to  see  that  day  he  might  learn  by 
heart  the  noble  speeches  they  had  heard 
from  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the  First 
Lord  'of  the  Treasury  that  night.  A 
Liberal  Oovernment  might  introduce  a 
Bill  for  the  Disestablishment  of   the 

ISt'r  WiUirnn  Rarcourt  ^""^ 


Church,  and  they  might  reasonably  say — 
'*A11  that  can  be  said  for  and  against 
this  Bill  has  been  said  already,  and  we 
shall  take  the  third  reading  of  it  this 
day  week."  That  was  to  be  the  sort  of 
progress  they  were  likely  to  make  in  the 
democratic  transaction  of  the  Business 
of  that  House.  This  was  really  what 
the  Conservative  Party  and  the  Con- 
servative Government  in  their  insane 
passion  for  coercion  were  doing  for 
themselves.  A  Greek  sage  said  that  no 
man  could  be  called  happy  until  he  was 
dead,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  ought  not  to  think  himself 
happy  in  seeing  how  the  closure  had 
worked  until  the  time  of  his  political 
decease.  He  thought  it  right  when  this 
proposal,  which  was  in  absolute  contra- 
diction of  everything  the  Tory  Party  had 
ever  said  or  done,  was  made,  to  notice 
their  complete  conversion  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  closure  for  which  the  Liberals 
had  contended,  and  the  inevitable  con- 
sequences to  which  in  the  future  this 
proposal  may  lead. 

ThbCHANCELLORof  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Gosohen)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square)  said:  ''When  the 
cat's  away  the  mice  will  play."  The 
tone  in  which  his  rifi^ht  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Derby  (Sir  William 
Harcourt)  had  addressed  the  House  was 
very  different  from  that  of  his  Leader. 
The  light  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  MidJLothian  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone), 
at  all  events,  remembered  the  duty  of 
the  House  to  proceed  with  its  Business — 
to  clear  the  road  for  other  legislation. 
But  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  who  had 
just  spoken  did  nothing  but  taunt  those 
who  sat  on  the  Government  Benches  with 
their  conversion  to  the  closure.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  a  great  autho* 
rity  on  the  question  of  conversion.  But 
by  whatprocess  had  itbeen  brought  about 
that  this  Resolution  had  been  proposed. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  threatened 
those  who  sat  on  the  Government 
Benches  with  what  would  happen  when 
he  was  able  to  bring  the  democratic 
forces  of  the  country  with  him.  They  had 
been  engaged  35  days  upon  this  measure, 
and  in  those  proceedings  to  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  alluded.  No 
doubt,  it  was  a  most  grave  and  serious 
thing  when  the  Qovemment  was 
brought  to  the  necessity  of  proposing  so 
unusual  and  imprecedented  a  Resolution, 
and  it  was  resetted  by  every  Member 
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of  the  House.  But  it  seemed  to  be  looked 
upon  witli  triumph  by  the  advocates  of 
the  dosure  on  the  opposite  Bench,  be- 
cause they  said  that  it  proved  that  they 
were  right  with  regard  to  the  closure. 
That  was  not  the  principle  of  those  who 
sat  on  that  side  of  the  House,  nor  of  the 
majority  of  those  who  sat  behind  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman.  If  he  were  to  poll 
his  followers  he  would  see  that  there 
were  two-thirds  who  regretted  that  it 
was  necessary  to  propose  this  Besolution. 
The  country,  however,  sympathized  with 
the  Government,  and  looked  upon  their 
proceedings    as    absolutely   necessary; 
and  the  country  would  know  with  whom 
lay  the  responsibility  for  the  necessity 
of  that  action.    Just  as  the  G-overnment 
would  not  propose  a  Eesolution  of  that 
kind  unless  they  knew  that  the  moment 
had  arrived  when  public  opinion  would 
justify  their  action,  so  they  felt   con- 
vinced that  in  the  future,  when  the  time 
came  for  his  right  hon.  Friend  to  com- 
mand his  democratic  forces,  that  they 
would  not  be  able  to  abuse  the  closure 
in  the  manner  which  he  had  described 
in  the  comic  sketches  with  which  he  had 
just  favoured  the  House.  His  right  hon. 
Friend  had  amused  the  House,  as  he 
always  did.    But  he  would  not  delude 
the  country,  which  he  was  seldom  able  to 
do.     His  right  hon.  Friend  was  naturally 
in  good  spirits,  because  he  was  aware 
that  he  would  soon  be  relieved  of  watch- 
ing this  Bill,  and   supporting  Amend- 
ments which  he  knew  not  to  be  worthy 
of  attention.     He  made  due  allowance 
for  the  comic  sketches  indulged  in  by 
his  right   hon.   Friend,    and    no    one 
would  be  terrified  by  the  picture  he  had 
drawn  of  the  closure  being  used  to  put 
down  legitimate  discussion,  and  to  pro- 
mote legislation  of  the  kind  he  referred 
to.   The  Government  disliked  the  neces- 
sity of  proposing  so  drastic  a  measure 
as  this.     His  right  hon.  Friend  had  said 
that  the  Chairman  had  not  applied  the 
closure  enough  to  satisfy  the  Govern- 
ment,   and  that  the   Government  had 
treated  every  Amendment  as  frivolous. 
It  was  absurd  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  make  such  a  charge  against  the 
Government,  for  there  were  many  occa- 
sions on  vehich  they  had  admitted  the 
justice  of  prolonged  discussion  upon  im- 
portant clauses,  and  there  had  been  no 
attempt  to  cut  it  short.     His  right  hon. 
Friend  said  that  the  course  now  adopted 
was  a  proof  that  closure  with  the  check 
of  the  Chair  was  a  failure.    But  it  was 
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not  necessary  for  an  Amendment  to  be 
frivolous  in  order  to  take  up  time ;  and  if 
the  House  were  to  follow  the  precedent 
of  the  proceedings  in  Committee  upon 
this  Bill,  and  the  multiplication  of 
Amendments  were  to  go  on,  they  would 
never  get  any  legislation  at  all.  The 
Leader  of  the  Irish  Party,  and  the 
Lieutenants  of  the  Party  opposite,  had 
been  unable  to  induce  their  followers  to 
moderate  the  length  of  their  Amend- 
ments and  speeches,  which  were  not  ne- 
cessarily frivolous,  but  which  threatened 
to  go  on  ad  infinitum.  If  Her  Majesty's 
Opposition  were  determined  to  put 
Amendments  ad  infinitum,  they  would 
block  all  legislation  in  that  House.  Such 
a  course  had  been  applied  in  the  case 
of  this  Bill,  and  it  had  rendered  necessary 
the  proposal  before  the  House.  He  (Mr. 
Goschen)  had  risen  to  protest  against 
the  contention  that  in  taking  their  pre- 
sent course  the  Government  had  set  a 
precedent  which  would  justify  pro- 
ceedings such  as  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  suggested.  The  Govern- 
ment felt  that  the  moment  had  come 
when  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
pass  such  Bills  as  the  Coal  Mines 
Begulation  Bill — to  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  had  re- 
ferred— and  the  other  legislation  which 
the  Government  felt  bound  to  undertake ; 
and  it  was  of  far  more  importance  to  get 
one  of  those  measures  passed  than  to 
have  discussion  on  Amendments  which, 
if  not  absolutely  frivolous,  were  trivial, 
and  could  not  be  put  in  competition 
with  legislation  of  that  important  cha- 
racter 

Mb.'  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  said,  he  was  not  at  all  sur- 
prised at  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer (Mr.  Goschen)  that  the  Members 
of  the  Party  to  which  he  belonged  had 
brought  forward  this  proposal  with 
regret  and  humiliation.  It  was  very 
easy  to  see  the  feelings  with  which  the 
Tory  Party  regarded  this  proposal.  He 
(Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  had  been  an  ob- 
server in  the  House  for  a  great  many 
years,  and  he  should  say  that  he  never 
saw  the  Tory  Party  in  such  profound 
depths  of  despondency  as  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  was 
making  his  proposal,  and  he  should  con- 
fess that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  gave 
cause  to  his  foUowers  to  be  despondent 
owing  to  the  nature  of  his  speopb  in 
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matter  or  manner,  for  a  more  weak  or 
shuffling  speech  he  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor) 
had  never  heard  in  favour  of  such  a 
momentous  and  important  proposal. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  admitted 
that  the  Business  of  the  House  was 
paralyzed,  and  yet  he  was  prepared  to 
maintain  against  all  odds  the  compe- 
tency of  the  House  to  deal  with  all  mat- 
ters affecting  every  country  in  the  Em- 
pire. Thestatementoftherighthon.  Gen- 
tleman that  the  directions  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  (Sir 
William  Harcourt)  and  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell)  had 
b6Bn  ignored  by  their  followers  was  en- 
tirely inaccurate*  The  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  came  down  to  the  'House  on  Tues- 
day and  backed  up  the  very  ^sensible 
advice  given  by  the  right  hon. 
man  the  Member  for  Derby,  that 
should  concentrate  their  attention  on  a 
oertain  number  of  Amendments  and  drop 
other  Amendments  which  they  did  not 
regard  as  of  equal  substance  and  im- 
portance. And  what  happened  ?  There 
were  about  60  Amendments  that  night 
on  the  Paper,  and  his  hon.  Friends  who 
were  sponsors  for  these  Amendments 
drew  their  pens  through  three-fourths  of 
them.  Even  the  discussion  on  Wednes- 
day over  the  preamble  in  the  4th 
clause  was  carried  on  in  a  reasonable 
spirit,  and  was  concluded  without  the 
application  of  the  closure.  In  face  of 
that  fact  he  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor) 
thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  making 
too  large  a  presumption  on  the  guUa- 
bility  of  his  supporters  in  the  country 
when  he  said  that  the  advice  of  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Derby  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cork  had  been  re- 
jected by  their  followers.  He  was  not 
surprised  at  the  sensitiveness  with  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  received  the  allusion  made  to 
their  action  towards  the  Chairman  of 
Committees.  It  would  not  be  good 
taste  to  praise  any  moie  than  blame  the 
decision  of  any  Presiding  Officer  of  the 
House ;  but  he  should  say  that,  by  his 
conduct  in  connection  with  the  Closure 
Motions  that  had  been  proposed  from 
time  to  time  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  the  Chairman  of  Committees 
had  greatly  increased  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  every  section  of  the  House, 
and  also  his  reputation  for  impartiality,  I 
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strength,  and  dignity  in  the  Chair.     The 
Chairman  of  Committees  more  than  once 
found  it  necessary  to  accept  the  proposals 
of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  for  cur- 
tailing debates   and  rejecting  Amend- 
ments pjaced  by  Members  of  tho  Irish 
Party  on  the  Paper ;  yet  there  was  not  a 
single  one  of  the  Irish  Party  who  blamed 
the  Chairman  for  so  doing,  or  who  did  not 
believe  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  acting  honestly  in  what  he  believed 
to  be  his  duty  in  the  matter.     The  hon. 
Gentleman    had    on    several   occasions 
thought  it  right  to  refuse  to  accede  to 
the  demand  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.      This    had    displeased   the 
Treasury  Bench.     A  Chairman  that  was 
good  enough  for  the  Irish  Party  was 
not  good  enough  for  the  Tory  Party, 
and  it  was  impossible  not  to  help  feeling 
that  the  present  Motion  was  the  direct 
consequence  of  the  discovery  which  the 
iGktvemment  had  made  that  they  had  in 
the  Chair  an  independent  and  not  a  ser- 
vile President.    That  was  his  charge, 
and  he  made  it  plain  and  unmistakable. 
The  difference  between  the  Cloture  Eole 
now  proposed  by  the  Government  and 
the  Cloture  Bale  already  in  existence 
was  that  by  the  former  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  was  deprived  of    all    the 
power  which  he  possessed  under  the 
latter  Bule   of   protecting    substantial 
Amendments  from   'he    cloture.      The 
Government  lived,  as  Vwere,  from  hand 
to  mouth.    They  did  3pt  know  in  the 
morning  what  they  war  going  to  pro- 
pose in  the  evening.     Ils^  opened  the 
session  with  the  declarati%  that  the  in- 
tervention of  the  Chair    x  connection 
with  the  application  of  thcloture  was 
absolutely  necessary,  and  tit  such  in- 
tervention   afforded    a    coi>lete   safe- 
guard for  the  protection  oininorities. 
That  declaration  was  madcbut  a  few 
weeks  ago ;  yet  the  Governrmt  already 
wished  to  get  rid  of  the  veraafeguard 
which  formed  an  integral  pt  of  their 
original    proposal.     Those  ight  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  mch  who 
talked  about  obstruction  oa^  to  bear 
in  mind   the  history  of  sor  of    the 
most  prominent  Members  oihe  Tory 
Party.      Why,  the  right  ho- Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary   fclpeland 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  had  geM.   such 
political  eminence  as  he  enjo^f  by  act- 
ing as  an  arch-obstmctor,  arthe  Pre- 
decessor of  the  rlffht  hon.  ^tleman 
the  present  Chancellor  of  the^chequ^ 
(Mr.  Goschen)  had  brou^htfce  art  of 
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obstruction  up  to  a  pitcli  of  develop- 
ment never  reached  previously.  When, 
therefore,  the  Government  charged  oppo- 
nents with  obstruction,  he  was  reminded 
of  the  pot  calling  the  kettle  black.  The 
Government  had  no  precedent  for  their 
action ;  but  they  had  established  a  pre- 
cedent which  would  have  the  most  im- 
portant consequences  —  a  Home  Hule 
Sill  would  be  proposed  a  great  deal 
looner  than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ex- 
pected. He  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  ven- 
tured to  say  that  if  an  appeal  were  now 
made  to  the  country,  a  Home  Bule  Bill 
would  be  introduced  in  six  weeks'  time. 
It  might  be,  when  that  Bill  was  intro- 
duced, and  when  the  Lords  of  the  Trea- 
sury were  opposing  it — as  they  had  op- 
posed the  Land  Bill  of  1881— that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  have  a  precedent 
from  a  Conservative  Government  for 
gagging  inconvenient  opposition. 

Mb.   MOLLOY    (King's   Co.,    Birr) 
said,  he  could  not  look  at  the  Treasury 
Bench  without  thinking  of  the  words  of 
a  song  of  the  good  old  days  gone  away. 
It  appeared  a  farce  to  him  to  hear  the 
Government     denouncing    obstruction, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  there  were 
sitting  on  the  Treasury  Bench  more  than 
one  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  mainly 
gained  distinction  by  obstruction.    He 
was  one  of  those  who  had  learned  the 
art  of  obstruction  from  the    Treasury 
Bench.    When  the  Cloture  Bules  were 
introduced  by  the  Liberal  Government, 
he  assisted  the  present  Members  of  the 
Treasury  Bench  in  obstructing    these 
Bules  night  after  night,  and  one  of  his 
most  able  instructors  and  allies  was  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour). 
It  was  from  that  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  his  Colleagues  that  he  learned  ob- 
struction— it  was  in  their  company  he 
proceeded  in  his  bad  habits.     The  pre- 
sent cry^  of  obstruction  was  got  up  by 
the  Government  as  a  veil  in  which  to 
hide  their  real    policy.     The    closure 
enabled  the  Government  to  wipe  out 
frivolous  Amendments,  and  that  ought 
to  be  sufficient  for  all  legitimate  pur- 
poses.   But  it  appeared  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  dissatisfied  with  the  action  of 
the  Chairman  in  protecting  the  rights  of 
minorities  and  securing  discussion  for 
really  important  Amendments.    For  his 
own  part,  he  did  not  care  whether  the 
Motion  was  passed  or  not — the  further 


the  Government  went  the  better  for  the 
Opposition — the  more  the  Tory  Party 
endeavoured  to  put  down  freedom  of 
discussion  in  the  House,  the  worse  it 
would  be  for  them  in  time  to  come,  and 
looking  forward  to  the  period  when  the 
Tory  Party  would  be  in  Opposition,  he, 
for  one,  hailed  with  delight  the  Motion 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 

Me.  HANDEL  COSSHAM  (Bristol, 
E.)  said,  the  Tory  Party  were  never 
satisfied  except  when  they  were  endea* 
vouring  to  rob  the  people,  and  especi- 
ally the  people  of  Ireland,  of  their 
liberty.  He  was  surprised  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  should 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  tell  the 
House  he  moved  this  Resolution  with 
peculiar  feelings  of  distaste.  If  he  had 
not  said  so  the  House  would  never  have 
found  it  out.  He  hoped  the  House  and 
the  country  would  take  note  that  the 
Tories  revelled  in  taking  away  the  liber- 
ties, not  only  of  the  country,  but  of  that 
House.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  was  never 
tired  of  telling  of  the  traditions  of  that 
House ;  but  what  was  the  value  of  those 
traditions  unless  they  secured  freedom 
of  debate?  He  should  have  despised 
the  Members  for  Ireland  if  they  had  not 
withstood  the  infringement  on  their  liber- 
ties made  by  this  Bill.  They  would 
have  been  unworthy  of  their  position 
had  they  not  done  so.  He  was  sur- 
prised to  hear  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr. 
Goschen)  affecting  that  right  to  speak 
on  behalf  of  the  democracy.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  no  right  to  speak 
on  behalf  of  the  democracy,  considering 
that  his  whole  life  had  been  spent  in 
opposing  those  in  whose  name  he  now 
professed  to  speak.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  not,  in  fact,  obtain  the 
support  of  any  popular  constituency, 
but  had  to  obtain  a  seat  for  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square.  Speaking  after  40 
years'  intercourse  with  the  people  of  this 
country,  he  (Mr.  Handel  Cossham)  ven- 
tured to  say  that  they  had  made  up  their 
minds  against  this  Coercion  Bill,  and 
that  they  would  not  be  slow  to  express 
that  opinion  as  soon  as  they  could  get 
an  opportunity.  The  first  day  the 
people  of  England  were  appealed  to 
would  be  the  last  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment.   He   did  not  believe  that   tho 
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Liberal  Unionists  had  any  idea,  when 
they  joined  the  present    Go7ernment, 
what  lengths  they  would  have  to  go,  or 
how    fast   they    would  go  down  hill. 
Indeed,  he  never  heard  of  anything  like 
the  pace  at  which  the  G-ovemment  were 
now  going  down  hill  since  the  day  when 
the  herd  of  swine  rushed  down  the  hill 
into  the  sea.    The  Conservative  Mem- 
bers had,  in  this  matter  of  coercion  for 
Ireland,  belied  their  hustings'  pledges. 
He  could  point  out  100  men  on  the  Con- 
servative side  who  had  obtained  the  sup- 
port of  the  electors  at  the  last  Election 
by  promising  to  vote  against  coercion 
for  Ireland.     What  had  changed  their 
policy  ?    It  could  not  be  the  prevalence 
of  crime  in  that  country,  for  the  amount 
of  crime  there  was  less  than  at  the  time 
of  the  last  Dissolution.     There  would 
be  an  end  of  this  thing  ere  long.     The 
Coercion  Bill  was  kept  up  simply  to  ob- 
struct other  measures,  and  when  reme- 
dial measures  came  on  for  discussion, 
the  Oovemment  combination  would  go 
to  pieces.    Not  all  the  Liberal  Unionists 
would  be  satisfied  without  some  remedial 
legislation,  or  would  be  satisfied  with 
the  political  sham  that  the  Coercion  Bill 
is.    The  Government   might   get  this 
Motion  passed  by  the  votes  of  those  who 
would  not  listen  to  discussion  ;  but  they 
oould  never  carry  out  the  Bill  in  the  face 
of  Irish  representation  and  the  reports 
of  a  Free  Press.    They  must  expel  the 
Irish  Members  and  suppress  the  reports 
of  the  Press  before  they  could  hope  to 
carry  out  the  Bill.      Meantime,   they 
wasted  the  time  of  the  House,  and  in- 
sulted the  country  by  keeping  on  the 
coercion  controversy  from  day  to  day. 
What  the  country  required  was,  to  use 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian's 
(Mr.  Gladstone's)  words,  measures  that 
would  make  it  easier  for  the  people  to 
live,  strengthening  the  desire  to  do  right, 
repressing  the  tendency  to  do  wrong. 
The  Bill  would  not  prevent,  it  would 
create  crime,  and  was  so  intended.    It 
would  aid  the  class  of  oppressors 

Me.  SPEAKEE  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  not  entitled  to  discuss  the  Bill  on  this 
Motion. 

Mr.  HANDEL  COSSHAM  said,  he 
begged  to  apologize.  He  was  only  re- 
ferring to  the  Bill  by  way  of  illustration. 
The  result  of  passing  this  Motion  would 
disappoint  the  expectations  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  teach  the  country  that  no 
more  incompetent  Government  than  the 
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present  ever  attempted  to  conduct  the 
affairs  of  a  great  nation. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND  (Fermanagh,  N.) 
said,    he  could  not  help  noticing  the 
scanty  attendance  of  Members,  particu' 
larly  on  the  Ministerial  side,   and  he 
thought  that  if  a  Motion  were  made  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate  it  would 
not  be  unreasonable.    The  object  of  the 
Government  was  to  push  this   matter 
through  as  hurriedly  as  possible ;  but, 
considering  that  the  bulk  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers were  to  a  large  extent  in  the  dark 
on  this  matter,  he  thought  it  would  be 
more  respectful  to  the  House  and  the 
country  that  the    Government    should 
postpone    this    discussion,    instead    of 
pressing  it  forward,  until  the  Amend- 
ments were  seen  in  print.      A    more 
serious  and  drastic  proposal  than  that 
of  the  Government  had  never  been  made 
in  the  whole  of  their  Parliamentary  his- 
tory.    It  opened  up  a  very  promising 
prospect  for  Irish  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment especially.     They  were   told  im- 
pliedly that  they  would  not  get  Home 
Bule,  and  that  the  Government  would 
shut  them  up  when  they  liked.     The 
Resolution  was  a  proposal  to  the  effect 
that  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
the  British  Parliament  a  bare  majority 
should  have  the  right  of  stifling  the 
voice  of  the  minority.    He  utterly  de- 
nied that  any  obstruction  whatever  had 
been  offered  by  the  Irish  Members  to 
this  Coercion  Bill ;  but  they  were  bound 
in  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties 
to  place  Amendments  to  every  clause  on 
the  Notice  Paper,  and  to  fight  them  out 
to  the  bitter  end,  no  matter  how  dis- 
pleasing it   might    be    either    to    the 
Speaker  or  the  occupants  of  the  Front 
Ministerial  Bench.     The  effect  of  the 
Resolution,  if  passed,  would  be  to  make 
Irish  Members,  if  possible,  more  dis- 
gusted and  discontented  with  this  House 
than  ever.    Its  object  seemed  to  be  to 
goad  the  Irish  Members  to  resort  to 
some  desperate  action,  and  so  to  enable 
the  Tories  to  hold  them  up  to  odium 
before  the  constituencies  as  an  un-con- 
stitutional  Party.    He  contended  that 
the  Government  in  the  course  which 
they  were  now  taking  were  doing  away 
with  the  protection    afforded    by    the 
Closure  Rule,  by  which  no  Motion  for 
the  closure  of  debate  could  be  put 
out  the  sanction  of  the  Chair«    So 
over  the  Irish  Members  to  a 
which  were  composed  of 
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did  nothing  but  enjoy  themselves  when 
the  Irish  Members  were  working  hard 
in  the  House  was  to  add  insult  to  injury. 
The  real  fact  of  the  matter  was  this — 
that  not  satisfied  with  the  majority  they 
got,  the  Tory  Party  would  be  content 
with  nothing  but  to  see  the  minority 
sitting  mute  in  the  House.     They  were 
too  much  for  the  Tories,  as  the  people 
of  England  saw,  and  they  accordingly 
determined  to  gag  them.     If  this  sort  of 
policy  was  to  be  carried  out  they  might 
as  well  shut  up  the  House  of  Commons 
at  once,  and  adjourn  the  whole  thing. 
Let  the  Members  of  the  Tory  Party 
enjoy  themselves  in  their  country  seats 
all  over  the  country,  and  let  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  communicate  with 
them  by  telegraph  from  Downing  Street 
when  he  wanted  anything  done.    There 
was  no  obstruction  whatever,  unless  the 
Tory  Party  considered  discussion  ob- 
struction,  or  wished  to  hoodwink  the 
people  in  the  country  into  the  belief 
that  there  was  obstruction.     He  wished 
the  Tories  joy  of  their  rest  when  they 
got  it.     They  would  get  their  coercion  ; 
but  the  result  of  the  coercion  would  be 
to  make  the  people  of  Ireland  more  dis- 
satisfied with  the  clique  which  governed 
Ireland  in  Dublin  Castle.    The  proposal 
that  by  a  bare  majority  of  1  the  Tory 
Party  should  have  the  power  of  closing 
debate  was  so  outrageous  that  he  thought 
it  would  produce  general  dissatisfaction 
in  the  country.      He  believed  that  the 
result  of  the  passing  of  the  Kesolution 
would  make  them  the  laughing  stock  of 
the  world. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Gal way,  N.)  said, 
he  believed  that  the  United  States 
could  not  change  its  Constitution  unless 
by  a  two- thirds  majority.  The  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  alter  the  Constitution 
of  Ireland  by  a  bare  majority,  and  not 
satisfied  with  doing  that  under  the  ordi- 
nary Bules  of  the  House  they  wished  to 
make  a  great  innovation.  He  should 
support  the  Amendment,  for  he  oon- 
tenaed  that  the  Government  should  be 
satisfied  with  the  progress  their  Coercion 
Bill  had  made.  No  Ministry  could  ex- 
pect to  pass  more  than  one  first-class 
measure  in  a  Session,  and  as  the  Coercion 
Bill  was  a  measure  of  first-class  import - 
aace,  seeing  that  it  affected  the  Consti- 
tution of  Ireland,  they  ought  to  be  con- 
tent with  passing  that  one  important 
le  <3^er  smaller  measures. 
iQPt  wished  to  do  was 


to  make  a  show  of  progress,  and  in  that 
they  were  wise,  because  if  they  dealt 
with  other  questions  they  would  not  be 
able  to  secure  the  support  of  the  Liberal 
Unionists,  who,  according  to  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Birmingham,  dif- 
fered from  them  in  99  cases  out  of 
100,  while  they  agreed  with  them 
only  on  the  Irish  Question.  Had  Her 
Majesty's  Government  allowed  the  Bill 
to  go  on  at  the  rate  at  which  it  was  pro- 
ceeding, he  believed  that  it  would  have 
been  got  through  its  Committee  stage  in 
some  seven  or  eight  days,  as  the  Com- 
mittee had  now  disposed  of  nearly  all 
the  important  points  in  the  measure. 
The  Government,  however,  had  been 
forced  by  their  supporters  out-of-doors 
to  do  something,  and  in  the  effort  to  do 
something  vigorous  the  Government  had 
brought  forward  this  Motion  to  deprive 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  of  his 
power  of  vetoing  their  proposals  for  put- 
ting the  closure  in  force.  The  Chairman 
of  Committees  had  three  or  four  times 
thought  that  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury wanted  to  go  too  fast  and  had  re- 
fused to  put  the  closure.  Nothing  could 
be  worse  than  for  the  Government  to  say 
that  as  the  Chairman  of  Committees  had 
not  decided  in  their  favour  upon  every 
occasion  they  would  take  away  the 
power  from  him.  That  was  really  what 
the  Motion  meant.  The  Gt)vernment 
had  intimated  their  intention  of  intro- 
ducing a  second  Coercion  Bill  this  Ses- 
sion ;  and,  in  a  Party  point  of  view, 
they  were  quite  right,  because  by  so 
doing  they  would  retain  the  allegiance 
of  their  Liberal  Unionist  Friends,  whom, 
beyond  all  doubt,  they  would  attempt  to 
crush  out  at  the  next  General  Election. 
If  the  Government  would  drop  this  Mo- 
tion, and  would  leave  out  a  great  part 
of  the  remainder  of  the  Bill,  with  the  in- 
tention of  re- introducing  the  omitted 
portions  of  the  measure  in  the  form  of  a 
now  Coercion  Bill  next  autumn,  they 
would  easily  pass  the  Bill  through  its 
remaining  stages. 

Sir  LYON  PLAYFAIR  (Leeds,  S.) 
said,  he  proposed  to  consider  this  ques- 
tion, not  from  a  Party  point  of  view,  but 
speaking  in  the  interests  of  the  House 
itself,  as  one  who  had  had  for  several 
years  the  privilege  of  conducting  the 
debates  in  Committee,  and  who  had 
knowledge  of  how  the  Eules  of  the 
House  acted.  He  made  no  objection  to 
the  course  which  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
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ment  had  taken  in  drawing  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  debate  in  Committee 
on  this  Bill  had  ceased  to  be  instructive 
and  had  become  obstructive ;  but  he 
objected  to  their  having  made  this  pro- 
posal by  a  rude  and  clumsy  machinery 
to  effect  a  wholesale  slaughter  of  Amend- 
ments. He  thought  that  Her  Majesty's 
Q-ovemment  were  wrong  in  attempting 
to  make  a  precedent  which  might  be- 
come exceedingly  dangerous  to  the  rights 
of  minorities  at  some  future  time.  How 
did  the  case  present  itself  to  the  House 
in  1881,  which  was  the  first  occasion  on 
which  obstruction  made  its  force  felt? 
The  House  then  determined  that  it  would 
crush  obstruction ;  but  how  did  it  pro- 
ceed? It  then  proceeded  in  the  most 
formal  and  careful  way.  It  first  declared 
that  the  Business  of  the  House  was 
urgent,  and  at  that  time  nearly  all  the 
Irish  Members  were  suspended.  Never- 
theless, a  full  debate  took  place,  and, 
at  the  suggession  of  Sir  Stafford  North- 
cote,  the  then  Leader  of  the  Conservative 
Party  in  that  House,  it  was  resolved  that 
debate  should  not  be  put  an  end  to  un- 
less there  was  a  two-thirds  majority  in  a 
House  of  not  fewer  than  300  Members. 
That  right  hon.  Gentleman  then  con- 
tended that  such  a  proposal  should  never 
be  made  unless  the  House  was  practi- 
cally unanimous.  Urgency  had  been 
several  times  voted  by  the  House  in  re- 
spect to  the  Business  before  it.  It  was 
voted  three  times  in  1881,  and  then  it 
was  not  again  voted  until  July  4,  1882. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone) 
on  the  latter  occasion  moved  that  the 
Business  should  be  declared  urgent,  and 
upon  that  Business  was  declared  to  be 
urgent  by  3  to  1  in  a  House  of  300  Mem- 
bers. The  Kules  with  regard  to  urgency 
never  became  Standing  Orders  as  a 
whole  ;  some  were  adopted  into  the 
Eules  of  Debate ;  but  this  one  never  did 
become  a  Standing  Order.  On  the  first 
occasion,  on  the  3rd  of  February,  1881, 
Urgency  was  declared ;  but  the  effective 
Besolution  putting  an  end  to  debate  was 
not  moved  till  the  21st,  so  that  ample 
time  and  deliberation  were  given  to  the 
House.  But  on  this  occasion  we  are 
informed  at  midnight  one  night,  and  the 
Motion  is  made  at  4  o'clock  next  day. 
The  precedent  that  was  now  being  set 
was  deprived  of  all  the  safeguards  and 
conditions  for  deliberation  that  were 
previously  observed.  The  precedent  now 
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being  established  would  permit  a  House 
of  41  Members  to  pass  a  Resolution  of 
this  kind  at  24  hours'  Notice.  That  the 
Kesolution  gave  a  week  for  the  discussion 
formed  no  essential  part  of  the  precedent, 
for  other  precedents  could  be  quoted  when 
only  a  few  hours'  discussion  were  permit- 
ted. It  would  be  a  precedent  for  the  pass- 
ing of  a  Besolution  by  a  majority  of  1, 
by  which  the  discussion  on  any  measure, 
however  important,  could  be  brought  to 
a  close  at  once  without  debate  or  Divi- 
sion. They  were  going  further  even 
than  the  Resolution  of  the  24th  of  Feb- 
ruary, the  10  th  of  March,  and  the  4th 
of  July,  which  all  made  it  necessary 
that  the  Amendments  set  down  should 
be  voted  upon,  so  that  the  Gbvemment 
might  accept  some  and  improve  their 
Bill;  but  by  this  Besolution  all  the 
Amendments  were  to  be  swept  away, 
and  they  were  to  vote  on  the  clauses 
without  amendment.  The  Gtovemment 
were  thus  putting  it  out  of  its  power  to 
consider  any  Amendments  which  might 
be  proposed.  The  precedent  now  being 
established  would  be  most  dangerous  for 
any  minority,  and  particularly  for  the 
Conservative  Party.  Assuming  the  li- 
beral Party  were  in  a  majority,  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Labouchere)  proposed  a  Bill  for  the 
abolition  of  the  House  of  Lords,  under 
this  Besolution  Notice  could  be  given 
and  the  Bill  be  at  once  put  to  the  vote 
after,  perhaps,  only  12  hours'  discussion. 
Some  day  the  Conservative  Party  must 
be  in  a  minority,  and  this  machinery 
would  be  used  by  the  Party  of  action  in 
a  manner  even  more  arbitrary  than  it 
was  now  being  used.  It  would  be  far 
better  to  add  to  the  Besolution  that  it 
mubt  be  voted  by  a  House  of  200  or  300. 
It  was  not  even  necessary,  according  to 
this  precedent,  for  the  Besolution  to  be 
proposed  by  the  Leader  of  the  House. 
In  his  opinion,  and  speaking  in  no  Party 
sense,  the  Government  were  establishing 
a  precedent  of  a  most  inconvenient  and 
dangerous  character.  He  did  not  say 
that  seven  days  were  not  sufficient  to 
allow  for  the  discussion  of  the  remain- 
ing clauses  of  the  Bill ;  but  he  should 
vote  against  the  Besolution,  on  tiie 
ground  that,  from  the  manner  of  its  in- 
troduction and  the  absence  of  safeguarda 
in  it,  it  formed  a  most  dangerOM 
cedent  for  the  future  eondo<^ 
Business  of  the  House.  No 
Urgency  ought  ever  to 
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the  House  without  the  clearest  necessity. 
The  Government  consider  that  15  days' 
debate  in  Committee  on  a  Bill  affecting 
the  liberties  of  the  whole  Irish  people 
are  excessive  and  justify  repression.  But 
the  Conservatives  occupied  22  days  in 
Committee  in  opposing  the  abolition  of 
flogging  in  the  Army  in  1879.  They 
occupied  39  days  of  1880  in  Committee 
on  the  Irish  Land  Bill,  and  yet  they 
deem  15  days  utterly  intolerable  when  a 
nation  struggles  against  coercive  legis- 
lation which  curtails  the  liberties  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  AETHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal,  E.)  said,  it  was  a  matter  worthy  of 
distinct  notice  that  notwithstanding  so 
weighty  a  speech  as  that  which  they  had 
just  heard  from  so  weighty  an  authority 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Leeds  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair),  who 
had  filled  for  years  the  distinguished 
Office  of  Chairman  of  Committees,  no 
Member  of  the  Government  had  risen 
to  reply.  The  conduct  of  the  Qt)vem- 
ment  in  this  matter  was  of  a  piece  with 
their  attitude  for  some  weeks  past. 
They  sat  in  silence  before  them,  using 
their  mechanical  majority  from  time  to 
time  to  meet  the  arguments  against  the 
Bill.  This  Resolution  was  a  consequence 
of  the  evil  course  which  the  House  had 
adopted  on  previous  occasions.  From 
the  day  that  the  first  Urgency  Resolu- 
tion was  adopted  the  House  was  placed 
on  an  inclined  plane,  and  its  course  had 
been  uniformly  downward.  Whether 
they  had  yet  reached  the  lowest  point 
was  a  matter  of  opinion,  though  he  did 
not  think  they  had.  Another  point 
which  would  have  struck  anyone  who 
considered  the  matter  was  that,  startling 
as  was  the  proposition,  the  Government 
had  been  absolutely  unable  to  adduce 
a  single  precedent  from  the  long  history 
of  Parliamentary  procedure  for  the 
course  they  were  now  pursuing.  The 
previous  Resolutions  of  this  kind  had 
been  passed  under  circumstances  entirely 
different  and  with  safeguards  which  this 
altogether  lacked.  There  was  no  in- 
stance before  of  any  such  proposal  as 
this  for  definitely  bringing  the  discus- 
sion in  Committee  to  a  close  at  a  certain 
fixed  date.  This  proposal  was  entirely 
unprecedented  in  its  character,  and  was 
entirely  foreign    and    strange    to    the 

whole  vpni  imd  history  of  the  House. 
««.      _  ^.  M,.  .i«iv  J,  !*.__     ^^^  YyQ^i  tradi- 
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that  this  '^  Mother  of  Parliaments,"  as 
it  was  fondly  called,  was  likely  to  see  a 
degradation  far  more  serious  than  had 
yet  been  experienced  by  any  legislative 
Assembly  in  the  world.    It  was  said  that 
this  proposal  had  become  necessary  be- 
cause the  advice  and  suggestions  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Derby  (Sir  William  Harcourt)  and  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell) 
had  not  been  followed.  But  he  traversed 
the  statement  that  such  advice  had  not 
been  followed.  In  a  single  night  Clause 
3  was  passed  in  its  entirety,  and  the 
fourth  clause  was  passed  after  two  sit- 
tings of  the  House,  one  of  which  was  a 
short  Wednesday  sitting.    The  House 
already  possessed  abundant   means  of 
bringing  irrelevant  discussion  to  an  end 
— the  closure  afforded  an  ample  safe- 
guard against  undue  prolixity  of  debate. 
What  was  the  nature  of  the  Bill  to 
carry  which    this   Motion     had    been 
brought  in  ?    It  was  not  an  ordinary 
Bill   dealing  with    property  rights  or 
local  interests — it    was    a  Bill    which 
affected  the  liberties  of  the  subjects  of 
one  entire  division  of  the  United  King- 
dom, and  if  there  was  any  Bill  to  dis- 
cuss which  the  fullest  possible  liberty 
should  be  allowed  to  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  to  be  affected  by  it,  it  was 
this  Bill,  and  yet  it  was  in  respect  to  a 
Bill   of  this  important  kind  that  the 
mouths  of  the  people's  Representatives 
were  to  be  closed  without  any  answer 
being  given  to  their  arguments.    The 
Government  seemed  to  drive  the  only 
vestige  of  protection  left  to  minorities 
from  its  last  resting  place  in  the  hands 
of  the  Chaiinnan  of  Committees.     Why 
not  dispense   with  all  the  subsequent 
stages  of  a  Bill  after  its  introduction, 
and  when  read  send  it  up  immediately 
to  the  House  of  Lords  ?    It  would  be  a 
more   honest   policy  than  the  present 
policy  of    the  Government.     The  Go- 
vernment took  the  action  to  remove  the 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  getting  the  Bill 
through  in  the  only  one  stage  in  which 
they  had  any  difficulty  to  contend  with 
— iiiat  was  to  the  Committee  stage — be- 
cause the  suggestion  they  made  for  put- 
ting the  Question  was  not  always  suc- 
cessful, and  because  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  found  that  his  own  posi- 
tion   was  becoming    shaken    and    dis- 
credited, owing  to  the  repeated  rebuffs 
which  the  Chairman  of  Committees  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty   and  in  his 
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capacity  of  guardian  of  the  rights  of 
minorities,  had  found  it  necessary  to  ad- 
minister when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man attempted  to  closure  suhstantial 
Amendments.  In  the  case  of  the  altera- 
tions effected  in  Clause  1,  it  was  idle  to 
say  that  the  discussions  in  Committee 
had  been  obstructive.  The  proposal  of 
the  Government  would  have  the  effect 
of  making  the  remaining  proceedings 
in  Committee  a  hollow  mockery,  and  he 
should  have  been  glad  if  it  had  been  re- 
solved by  the  opponents  of  the  Bill  to 
take  no  further  part  in  them.  The  Bill 
would,  no  doubt,  be  passed,  but  it  would 
retain  the  stain  of  irregularity.  Nemesis 
would  come  sooner  or  later,  and  those 
who  now  heedlessly,  thoughtlessly,  and 
truculently  threw  aside  the  principles 
and  traditions  of  an  illustrious  Assembly 
like  this,  would  inevitably  rue  the  con- 
sequences of  their  own  folly. 

Mb.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottingham,  Eush- 
cliffe)  said,  he  had  listened  to  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Leeds  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair)  with  great 
pleasure,  and  he  was  surprised  that  no 
one  had  risen  on  the  Treasury  Bench  to 
reply  to  it.  The  House  had  become 
accustomed  to  startling  novel  proposi- 
tions made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  in  his  blandest 
manner ;  but  no  proposition  during  the 
Session  was  so  startling  as  that  made 
this  evening.  The  justification  for  this 
extraordinary  proposal  was  wrapped  up 
in  the  word  **  obstruction,"  which  had 
an  effect  on  the  Government  similar  to 
the  red  flag  on  the  bull.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  hardly  have  remem- 
bered the  definition  of  that  term  ac- 
cepted during  the  discussion  of  the  Pro- 
cedure Hules  proposed  by  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr. 
W.  E.  Gladstone),  in  1882  or  he  would 
not  have  used  the  word  as  he  had.  That 
right  hon.  Gentleman  defined  **  ob- 
struction "  as  the  attempt  on  the  part  of 
a  small  minority  to  resist  the  view  of  a 
Parliamentary  majority  otherwise  than 
by  argument.  He  expressly  declared 
that  reiterated  pressure  of  argument 
was  not  obstruction.  Tried  by  that 
standard  the  proceedings  on  the  Crimes 
Bill  could  not  fairly  be  described  as 
obstruction.  There  was  some  little  lack 
of  historical  knowledge  in  regard  to 
proceedings  in  times  gone  by,  and  the 
non.  Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell) 
was  able  to  correct  some   errors  into 

Mr.  Arthur  0'  Connor 


which  the  Leader  of  the  House  fell  in 
referring  to  discussion  on  the  Land  Bill. 
Let  each  Member  of  the  House  consider 
the  Bill  as  applicable  to  his  own  consti- 
tuency, and  he  would  take  a  different 
view  from  that  held  by  the  Government. 
Let  him  fancy,  in  his  own  constituency, 
this  terrible  engine  for  the  suppression 
of  free  speech,  the  infringement  of  the 
freedom  of  the  Press,  the  suppression  of 
the  right  of  meeting,  and  the  suspension 
of  liberty.  Let  him  suppose  this  Bill  at 
work  suspending  all  rights  of  Constitu- 
tional agitation,  and  he  would  come  to 
the  v;ew  that  Irish  Members  represent- 
ing five-sixths  of  the  country  would  have 
failed  in  their  duty  to  their  constituents 
if  they  had  not  offered  the  most  stren- 
uous opposition  in  their  power  to  the 
passing  of  the  measure.  Considering^ 
too,  the  mode  in  which  the  Bill  was 
drafted,  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
conducted,  the  hours  wasted  through 
the  Government  failing  to  make  con- 
cessions until  the  last  moment  after 
long  discussion,  the  charge  of  ob- 
struction could  not  fairly  be  applied. 
Hon.  Members  who  absented  them- 
selves throughout  the  evening  and 
returned  at  11  o'clock  or  at  mid- 
night, and  who  failed  thereby  to  grasp 
the  point  at  issue,  might  consider  the 
discussions  wearisome ;  indeed,  it  was 
admitted  that  unless  they  followed  the 
arguments  closely  the  details  of  the  Bill 
were  wearisome;  but  a  suspicion  had 
gained  strength  in  his  mind  that  the 
dislike  shown  to  a  prolonged  discussion 
had  another  cause,  that  the  arguments 
against  the  Bill  were  more  cogent  than 
the  Government  were  disposed  to  admit. 
He  remembered  that  on  one  evening 
six  Queen's  Counsel  rose  one  after  the 
other  and  forcibly  criticized  a  portion  of 
the  Bill,  and  he  particularly  noticed  the 
growing  sense  oi  impatience  after  this 
fire  of  criticism.  The  Prime  Minister 
spoke  of  remembering  the  time  when  a 
Coercion  Bill  introduced  into  the  House 
in  the  morning  passed  at  night.  Possibly 
the  Leader  of  the  House  looked  back 
with  envy  on  that  time ;  but  the  time 
had  happily  gone  by  for  ever  when  they 
could  pass  such  measures  with  such, 
rapidity  through  the  House  of  Commons, 
He  had  said  the  proposition  was  of  a 
startling  nature,  and,  personally,  he  felt 
some  sympathy  for  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman as  he  painfully  struggled  to  find 
some  precedent  for  his  action.    He  fell 
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into  inaccuracies,  and  almost  apologized 
for  not  having  the  details  of  his  story 
more  correctly.  It  was  hardly  necessary 
to  cast  about  for  a  precedent.  The 
Tory  democracy  was  largely  influenced 
by  novelty.  It  was  the  very  essence  of 
its  creed,  which  seemed  saturated  with 
a  passion  for  novel  proposals.  What 
they  had  been  debating  that  evening 
was  but  a  new  form  of  the  1st  New 
Bule  of  Procedure.  The  Closure  Eule 
had  already  become  rusty  and  blunt  in 
its  operation,  and  more  than  once  it  had 
pierced  the  hand  of  him  who  tried  to 
use  it,  and  so  it  was  thought  necessary 
to  forge  a  new  weapon,  He  had  a 
rooted  aversion  to  the  Closure  Bule, 
and  its  operation  had  already  abun- 
dantly justified  the  prognostications  of 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
(Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bedford  (Mr.  Whitbread), 
and  was  simply  an  inclined  plane  down 
which  the  House  was  rapidly  slipping. 
The  Leader  of  the  House  held  the 
Motion  necessary  to  uphold  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  House;  but,  with 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  House  as 
much  at  heart  as  any  on  the  other  side, 
he  maintained  that  the  preservation  of 
the  dignity  of  the  House  rested  upon 
respect  for  the  traditions  of  the  past  and 
the  right  of  freedom  of  speech  in  debate. 
In  the  year  1864  some  striking  words 
had  been  used  in  that  House  by  a  very 
eminent  man,  which  he  would  venture 
to  quote.    Mr.  Disraeli  then  said — 

"  What  makes  the  House  of  Commons  in- 
fluential in  contradistinction  to  the  popular 
Assemblies  of  other  countries  is  this  —  that 
when  there  is  any  g^eat  question  of  difficulty 
the  country  feels  that  we  are  solving  it,  not 
merely  by  the  present  thought  and  existing 
intellig^ce  of  the  Members  of  the  House,  but 
that  we  come  to  its  consideration  fortified  by 
precedent,  and  bringing  to  hear  upon  it  the 
accumulated  wisdom  of  the  eminent  men  who 
have  preceded  us." 

The  Leader  of  the  House  had  upon 
this  occasion  been  absolutely  unable 
to  find  any  precedent  for  the  course 
he  had  adopted,  and  he  agreed  with 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Leeds 
(Sir  Lyon  Flayfair)  that  the  most  im- 
portant aspect  of  this  Motion  was  its 
relation  to  the  procedure  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  Nothing  could  be  more 
dangerous  in  its  effect  on  that  Assembly 
than  to  deprive  hon.  Members  of  the 
opportunity  of  criticizing  proposals  made 
to  them  on  the  character  and  conduct  of 


each  other.  If  they  smothered  discussion, 
then  they  would  drive  all  serious  dis- 
cussions to  public  platformst  and  that 
would  be  very  deplorable  for  this  reason, 
that  when  Members  were  there  face  to 
face  with  each  other,  their  language  had 
a  character  of  moderation  which  was  not 
always  found  on  public  platforms.  If 
discussion  was  driven  to  public  plat- 
forms, they  would  have  utterances  of  a 
very  different  kind.  It  was  for  this 
reason  mainly,  on  account  of  its  effect 
on  the  proceedings  of  that  House,  and 
its  absolute  defiance  of  all  the  tradi- 
tions of  that  Assembly,  that  he  should 
unhesitatingly  record  his  vote  against 
the  proposition  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury, 

Me.  MAUEICE  HEALY  (Cork)  said, 
as  one  who  had  taken  a  small  part  in 
opposing  the  Coercion  Bill,  he  did  not 
regret  that  the  opportunity  to  continue 
that  opposition  had  been  removed  in  the 
way  proposed  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  because  it  was  not  inappro- 
priate that  on  a  Bill  intended  to  stifle 
the  liberties  of  the  Irish  people,  the  Go- 
vernment should  commence  by  stifling 
discussion  in  that  House.  The  GK)vem- 
ment  appeared  to  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  they  had  made  at  least  a 
tactical  mistake  in  yielding  to  the  Irish 
Members  as  they  had  done  on  the  1st 
clause,  and  were  determined  to  ignore 
all  Amendments  on  the  subsequent 
clauses,  and  if  that  were  so  it  was  a 
great  deal  more  creditable  to  them  that 
they  should  carry  the  Bill  in  the  man- 
ner provided  by  the  Motion  before  the 
House  rather  than  by  continuing  to 
meet  the  Amendments  to  it  in  an  un- 
compromising spirit  of  unreasonable 
opposition.  He  had  endeavoured  to 
find  a  precedent  for  the  action  of  the 
Government,  and  he  believed  he  had 
found  an  historical  precedent  for  it. 
One  of  the  Kings  of  France,  whose  name 
he  forgot,  was  exceedingly  fond  of 
entering  into  metaphysical  discussions 
with  his  courtiers.  The  latter,  however, 
soon  found  out  that  when  the  Monarch 
was  worsted  in  an  argument  he  took  to 
kicking  their  shins,  and  he  (Mr.  Mau- 
rice Healy)  coidd  not  compare  the 
action  of  the  Government  on  that  Bill  to 
anything  more  than  the  action  of  that 
Eoyal  personage.  The  Government  were 
unable  to  give  any  reply  to  the  Amend- 
ments proposed,  and  accordingly  they 
had  discovered  that  device  for  stifling 
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all  legitimate  discussion.    With  respect 
to  the  charge  of  obstruction,  he  would 
point  out  how  absurd  were  the  argu- 
ments of  the  Tories,  who  themselves  in 
the  case  of  the  Land  Act  and  also  the 
Crimes  Act,  and  the  Bules  of  the  Gk>- 
yemment,  occupied  more  time  in  their 
opposition  of  those  measures  than  the 
Irish  Members  had  done  in  the  case  of 
a  Bill  which  was  to  deprive  the  Irish 
people  of  their  liberties,  and  which  was, 
moreover,  a  Bill  which  was  to  continue 
for  ever.    He  would  challenge  any  fair 
and  impartial    man    to   take  the    1st 
clause,  as  amended,  in  his  hand  and, 
comparing  it  with  the  clause  as  origi- 
nally introduced,  to  say  whether  the 
attitude  of  the  Irish  Members  had  not 
been  simply  justified    by    the  results 
which  had  been    attained.    The    pro- 
posal of  the  Gbvemment  amounted  to  a 
virtual  impeachment  of  the  Chairman  of 
Committees,  who  had  acted  with  im- 
partiality. It  was  an  appeal  from  know- 
ledge to  ignorance — it  was  an  appeal 
from  the  Chairman  of  Committees  to  the 
unreasonable  ferocity  of  hon.  Members 
opposite.    It  was  a  most  unfair  and  un- 
worthy thing,  when  dealing  with  a  small 
minority  in  that  House  who  were  fight- 
ing for  what  they  considered  the  cause 
of  their  country  in  the  face  of  great  odds, 
that  the  Q-overnment  should  invent  this 
exceptional  proceeding  to  get  rid  of  the 
sanction  of  the  Chairman  of  Committees 
which  they  insisted  on  when  they  were 
devising  a  Bule  which  might  be  used 
against  themselves. 

Me.  W.  H,  smith  rose  in  his 
place  and  claimed  to  move,  ''That  the 
Question  be  now  put.'' 

Question  put  accordingly,  ''  That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  284  ;  Noes 
167  :  Majority  117.— (IHv.  list,  No. 
214.) 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  *at 
Ten  o'clock  p.m.'  stand  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion." 

The  House  divided  c^Ayea  301 ;  Noes 
181:  Majority  120.— (Div.  List,  No. 
215.) 

Mb.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  I  am 
afraid  I  shall  be  compelled  to  ask  the 
attention  of  the  House  for  some  time. 
Although  I  understand  certain  festivities 
are  to  teke  place  to-morrow,  I  am  sure 

Mr.  Maurice  Mealy 


that  even  Tory  Members  of  the  House 
and  their  Eriends  who  sit  upon  this  side 
of  the  House  will  admit  that  I  am  en- 
titled to  believe  that  the  liberties  of  the 
Irish  people,,  which  we  are  sent  here  to 
defend,  are  in  our  eyes  at  least  of  more 
value  than  any  proceedings  which  may 
take  place  at  Portsmouth  to-morrow.     I 
intend  to  end  by  moving  an  Amendment 
to  the  Motion  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) ;  but  before 
I  do  so,  I  desire  to  make  the  frank  ad- 
mission that  not  only  have  the  English 
people  a  right  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
progress  of  Business  in  this  House  during 
the  last  four  or  five  months,  but  that  we 
also  have  a  right  to  be  satisfied  with  it. 
We  have  a  right  to  be  satisfied  with  it 
when  we  recollect  the  pledges  and  pro- 
fessions by  which  not  only  Gentlemen 
who  sit  opposite  came  into  power,  but 
by  which  some  Gentlemen  sitting  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  and  sailing  under  cer- 
tain colours,  obtained  the  confidence  of 
the  electors.    It  is  patent  to  everyone 
that    the    electors    would   never    have 
thought  of  reposing  confidence  in  the 
so-called  Liberal  Unionists  had  they  at 
the  time  of  the  Election  advocated  the 
policy  they  are  now  advocating.     When 
the  House  met  in  January,  a  vast  pro- 
gramme of  reform  was  laid  before  it,  and 
we  know  what  has  become  of  that  pro- 
gramme.   The  promised  reforms  have 
melted  away ;  and  now  the  House  is  asked 
to  express  its  regret  that  the  crop  of 
coercion  has  not  ripened  sufficiently  fast 
to  suit  the  allies  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  who,  as  long  as  he  clings  to 
power,  are  his  masters,  but  who,  when 
once  he  and  his  Party  are  driven  from 
power,  will  become  his  abject  slaves.    I 
desire  to  refer  for  a  very  few  moments  to 
the  delay  which  has  occurred,  and  to  the 
reasons  which  have  led  to  that  delay. 
There  are  several  reasons  for  the  delay. 
I  do  not  intend  to  allude  to  the  previous 
debates  upon  a  Bule,  which,  after  ob- 
taining it  by  a  waste  of  very  nearly  a 
month  of  the  time  of  this  House,  is  now 
declared  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  be  practically  unworkable  ;  but, 
Sir,  I  desire  to  allude  specifically  to  the 
length  of  the  debates  on  the  Crimes  Bill 
for  which  the  Gk)vernment  are  now  seek- 
ing to  get  Urgency.    I  may  remind  the 
right    hon.    Genlleman    (Mr.    W.    H. 
Smith)  that  the  precedents  of  other  Coer- 
cion Bills  cannot  be  fairly  appealed  to 
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on  this  occasion.  This  Coercion  Bill  has 
been  marked  by  several  distingnishing 
features — ^not  only  by  its  permanency, 
which  is  undoubted,  but  by  the  new 
crimes  which  it  is  proposed  to  create,  and 
by  the  political  character  of  the  repres- 
sion which  it  proposes  to  apply  to  the 
National  League,  a  body  which  has  kept 
the  tenantry  of  Ireland  from  despair. 
This  Coercion  Bill  is  particularly  dis- 
tinguished from  its  predecessors  by  the 
fact  that  it  is  the  product  of  a  combina- 
tion of  Tories  on  tho  one  hand  and  dis- 
credited and  ruined  men  on  the  other. 
There  is  another  cause  which  has  led  to 
the  prolongation  of  the  debates  in  Com- 
mittee on  this  Bill,  and  it  is  this — that 
our  arguments  and  appeals,  no  matter 
how  reasonably  and  moderately  made, 
have  been  usually  addressed  to  empty 
Benches,  and  met  by  the  Government 
with  a  persistent  Twn  possumus,    I  also 
wish  to  allude  very  shortly  to  a  remark- 
able speech  made  a  few  days  ago  by  the 
Earl  of  Derby,  a  gentleman  who  is  no 
particular  friend  of  ours.     The  House 
will  recollect  that  in  that  speech  the 
noble  Lord  said  we  are  fighting  for  the 
liberties  of  our  nation,  and,  therefore, 
he  counselled  that  moderation  on  the 
part  of    the  Government   towards    us 
which,  I  regret,  they  do  not  now  seem 
disposed  to  exercise.    What  is  our  posi- 
tion ?    We  are  resisting  the  permanent 
degradation  of  Ireland.     This  is  not  a 
Bill  which  is  to  remain  law  for  18  months 
or  two  years,  but  it  is  a  Bill  which  will 
permanently    destroy    our    rights    and 
liberties.     We  conceive  we  have,  there- 
fore, great  right  to  discussion — that  free- 
dom of  debate  should  be  more  carefuUy 
preserved  to  us  than  if  this  were  a  mere 
temporary   measure.       Under    certain 
clauses    of   the    Bill    almost    despotic 
power  is  to   be  vested    in    the    Lord 
Ineutenant  of  Ireland,  or  his  deputy 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland.    Under 
this   Bill  power  is  to   be   granted  to 
these  Gentlemen   to   declare   any  per- 
son who  stands  on  a  platform  and  de- 
fends the  cause  of  his  constituents,  to  be 
a  criminal,  and  to  send  him  not  only  be- 
fore two  Besident  Magistrates,  but  also 
to  make  him  subject  to  the  infamous 
Whiteboy  Code  of  Acts,  which  has  been 
nominally  dropped,   but  which,   under 
the    7th  clause  of   this  Bill,  will  un- 
doubtedly be  brought  into  operation. 
This  Bill  destroys  the  right  of  public 


meeting,  and  it  is  aimed  at  the  destruc- 
tion of  combinations  on  the  part  of  the 
tenants  to  defend  their  property  and 
their  miserable  huts  and  cabins.  Under 
such  circumstances  it  seems  to  be  our 
duty  to  protest  against  the  high-handed 
course  the  House  is  now  asked  to  adopt. 
Now  I  ask  what  remedy  does  the  Gro- 
vemment  propose  for  this  loss  of  time 
they  seem  so  seriously  to  regret.  They 
propose  by  this  Motion  to  give  us  four 
and  a-half  days  to  debate  the  remaining 
clauses  of  the  Bill.  They  propose  to  do 
this  under  a  Kule  which  entitles  the 
Member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  to  move 
to  report  Progress  at  any  hour  he  likes, 
and  which  does  not  bind  that  Member 
to  bring  on  the  Bill  for  discussion  until 
Friday  next,  if  it  so  pleases  him.  We 
have  not  got  absolutely  the  right  to  four 
and  a-half  days'  discussion,  but  to  such 
portion  of  that  time  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  may 
choose  to  give  us.  May  I  also  point  out 
that  in  addition  this  Motion,  if  carried, 
would  deprive  us  of  the  protection  of  the 
Chair,  a  protection  which  was  forced 
upon  us  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  himself 
not  very  long  ago.  Let  me  draw  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  insisted 
that  the  Chair  should  exercise  its  right 
of  veto,  he  made  that  very  fact  an  argu- 
ment for  obtaining  closure  by  a  bare 
majority,  an  enactment  which  he  would 
never  have  succeeded  in  getting  except 
for  the  veto  of  the  Chair.  I  desire  to 
glance  very  briefly  at  the  conduct  of  the 
Gentlemen  who  now  propose  extreme 
measures,  when  they  were  defending 
what  they  considered  to  be  an  invasion 
of  class  privileges.  This  Bill  has  been 
under  discussion  in  Committee  for  15 
days,  66  Divisions  have  been  taken  on 
Amendments,  and  Amendment  after 
Amendment  has  been  dropped  without 
Division  in  order  that  the  Party  which 
is  now  in  power  should  not  be  able  to  go 
to  the  country  saying  we  have  ob- 
structed the  passing  of  the  measure. 
Fourteen  times  has  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
moved  the  closure,  and  on  many  occa- 
sions the  closure  was  moved  by  him 
when  we  were  quite  ready  to  take  a 
Division  on  the  Main  Question.  Sir,  I 
have  calculated  that,  removing  from  the 
time  occupied  in  Committee  tho  time 
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occupied  in  Divieions,  we  have  had 
about  85  hours'  discussion  in  Oommittee 
on  this  Bill.  We  have  passed  four  very 
long  and  momentous  clauses.  What 
was  the  position  of  the  Tory  Party  when 
they  were  in  Opposition  in  1882  ?  On  72 
lines  of  Bules  and  Procedure  they  occu- 
pied 30  days,  and  took  56  Divisions.  On 
the  matter  of  the  Procedure  of  this 
House,  a  matter  which  it  is  always  in  the 
power  of  this  House  by  a  single  Motion 
to  alter,  they  thought  it  their  duty  to 
waste  30  days  of  the  time  of  the  House, 
and  to  take  56  Divisions.  Now  I  ask 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  before  they  vote  for  the  passing 
of  this  Eule  in  its  present  form,  to  re- 
collect what  questions  we  have  to  discuss. 
Let  me  mention  some  of  the  more  impor- 
tant ones.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  pro- 
posed that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land should  have  power  to  proclaim 
counties  by  the  advice  of  the  Irish  Privy 
Council,  the  Irish  Privy  Council  being  a 
body,  the  extent  of  whose  powers  we 
ought  to  object  to  in  the  strongest  pos- 
sible manner.  In  the  four  and  a-half 
days  to  be  g^ven  up  to  us,  we  shall  have 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
fact  that  this  power  of  proclaiming  coun- 
ties may  be  exercised  by  the  Lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  for  whatever  pur- 
pose he  likes.  We  shall  have  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the 
suppression  of  public  meetings  which, 
under  the  6th  and  7th  clauses  of  the 
Bill,  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  insure ;  we  shall  have 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  fact  that  the  whole  code  of  White- 
boy  Acts  as  to  public  meetings  and  the 
suppression  of  combinations  will  be  im- 
ported by  the  7  th  clause  into  this  Bill, 
and  that  the  suggestion  that  these 
powers  shall  be  subjected  to  the  con- 
trol of  Parliament  is  the  merest  farce. 
Now,  there  are  other  clauses  in  the  Bill 
equally  important.  I  find  further  on  in 
this  Bill  that  it  will  deprive  the  Irish 
people  of  the  right  of  bearing  arms,  and 
that  it  will  provide  for  search  warrants 
directed  against  whole  localities.  The 
method  of  constructing  special  juries 
will  require  the  greatest  and  keenest 
discussion,  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  you  have  already  taken  power  to 
try  Nationalists  by  special  juries  after 
change  of  venue.  Furthermore,  I  may 
draw  attention  to  the  period  and  method 
of  punishment  prescribed  by  the  Bill. 

i/r.  Chance 


In  the  small  space  of  time  allotted  to  us 
we  shall  have  to  discuss  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Carnarvon  District  (Mr. 
Swetenham),  whose  idea  of  political 
liberty  is  to  be  discovered  by  his  Amend- 
ment, which  prescribes  that  the  Judge 
shall  be  entitled  to  award  150  strokes 
with  a  cat-o'-nine-tails  to  anyone  con- 
victed under  the  Act.  Then  I  see  that 
Members  of  the  Party  opposite  have 
Amendments  dealing  with  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdic- 
tion, which  Amendments,  I  presume, 
will  receive  somewhat  greater  considera- 
tion than  any  Amendments  we  could 
propose.  There  are  powers  given  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  to 
make  rules  as  to  the  witnesses  and 
prisoners'  expenses,  to  make  rules  as 
to  the  whole  course  of  procedure,  rules 
which  may  bear  most  oppressively 
upon  prisoners,  and  upon  chose  who 
have  to  differ  politically  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Act.  Now,  Sir,  I 
do  not  desire  to  weary  the  House  by 
any  further  observations ;  I  think  it  is 
perfectly  clear  to  any  person  in  this 
House  of  independent  mind  that  these 
questions  could  not  possibly  recMve 
even  a  shade  of  discussion  in  the  few 
hours — 82  hours  at  most — which  are  to 
be  awarded  to  us  under  this  Motion,  If 
Parliament  is  to  degrade  itself  for  the 
purpose  of  degrading  the  Irish  people, 
let  us  at  least  have  some  time  to  consider 
the  matter.  I  warn  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  and  his  Colleagues  that  a 
Bill  passed  by  the  discreditable  methods 
now  proposed  cannot  possibly  obtain 
the  slightest  respect  from  any  free  or 
independent  people,  and  I  therefore 
propose  to  leave  out  '*  the  17th  day  of 
June  "  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  ^' the 
24th  day  of  June,"  in  order  that  we 
should  have  at  least  seven  or  eight  Par- 
liamentary days  to  deal  with  these  mat- 
ters of  high  importance,  not  only  to  iis, 
but  to  the  credit  of  Parliament,  whose 
credit  for  fair  play  is  at  stake. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
*'17th"  and  insert  **  24th."  —  (Jfr. 
Chance,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  *  17th  * 
stand  part  of  the  Question." 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Starand, 
Westminster):  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have 
listened  very  carefully  to  the  obsenra- 
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tions  which  have  fallen  from  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.   Chance),   and    which 
have  been  founded  principally  upon  the 
contention  that  the  five  days  which  will 
elapse  between  this  and  the  17th  June 
are  insufficient  for  the  discussion  of  the 
remaining  clauses  of  this  Bill.     That, 
Sir,  was  not  the  view  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  South  Leeds 
(Sir  Lyon  Playfair),  who,  with  the  great 
experience  he  brings  to  bear  upon  dis- 
cussions in  this  House,  thinks  that  five 
days  are  sufficient  for  the  discussion  of 
this  Bill.    And  I  am  within  the  recol- 
lection of  the  House  when  I  say  that 
the   hon.  and  gallant   Gentleman   the 
Member  for    Gal  way  (Colonel  Nolan) 
expressed  a  view  which  was  very  similar 
in  character  although  not  precisely  the 
same  as  that  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man.   There  are  undoubtedly  two  or 
three    questions    of    considerable    im- 
portance to  be  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee when  it  returns  on  Monday  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Bill ;  but  there 
must  be  a  limit  to  the  period  which  can 
be  given  to  the  consideration  of  these 
questions,     however     important,     and 
having  regard  to  the  fact    that  these 
questions  have  been  debated  on  the  first 
reading  of  the  Bill,  on  the  second  reading, 
and  on  the  Motion,  that  you,  Sir,  do 
leave  the  Chair — having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  the  whole  matter  within  the 
Bill   has  been  debated  over  and  over 
ag^ain,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  the 
Government  are  seeking  too  much  from 
hon.  Gentlemen  below   the    Gangway 
when  they  seek  to  put  a  limit  to  the  dis- 
cussion on  these  questions  of  five  days 
more,  especially  when  there  must  be 
another  stage  on  which  discussion  can 
be   taken ;   the  stage  of  Eeport  when 
you.  Sir,  will  be  in  the  Chair.     I  am 
lothe  to  appear  to  insist  too  strongly  upon 
the  Resolution  I  have  submitted  to  the 
Souse,  but  after  having  given  the  fullest 
possible  consideration  to  the  question, 
after  having  weighed  the  importance  of 
all  questions  which  can  be  submitted  to 
the    House,  I  have  come  to  the    con- 
clusion, with    the   assistance  of  those 
who  are  able  to  give  an  opinion  on  the 
subject,  that  five  full  days  are  at  least 
ample    for    the    consideration   of  any 
questions  which  can  be  raised  upon  the 
remaining  clauses.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  must  oppose  the  Amendment 
^eh.ich  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Chance) 
has  proposed. 


Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  must  say  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  does 
himself  great  injustice  in  not  making 
longer  speeches  in  the  House.  He  al- 
ways imports  very  great  sincerity  into 
everything  he  says ;  indeed,  I  feel  per- 
suaded that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
brings  full  conviction  to  bear  upon  any 
remarks  he  has  to  make.  But,  Sir, 
allow  me  to  say  that  I  do  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  entirely  mistaken  in 
the  position  he  assumes  when  he  says 
that  five  full  days  are  sufficient  for  the 
consideration  of  the  remaining  clauses 
of  this  Bill.  Why  are  not  five  minutes 
sufficient?  If  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment take  up  the  position  that  an  end 
can  be  put  to  debate,  why  give  us  five 
days  ?  They  mean  to  accept  no  Amend- 
ment, and  therefore,  why  not  put  the 
closure  on  at  once?  Why  five  days? 
That  is  the  absurdity  of  their  position. 
Why  do  not  they  take  the  advice  of  the 
gentlemen  who  write  for  The  Times? 
These  gentlemen  have  no  conscience — 
why  not  take  their  advice  ?  You  appear 
to  imagine  that  there  is  a  sacramental 
period  at  which  you  can  say  everything 
is  fully  discussed.  If  you  are  infallible 
surely  your  infallibility  might  just  as 
well  prompt  you  to  allow  only  two  days 
or  two  minutes  for  the  remaining  clauses, 
as  four  days.  Why  not,  like  Desdemona, 
when  she  was  pressing  for  a  particular 
office  for  a  gentleman  with  whom  we 
are  all  acquainted,  say  on  Wednesday  ? 
Once  you  assume  that  a  particular  time 
can  be  fixed  for  the  conclusion  of  the 
discussion  of  any  Bill,  you  forsake  all 
the  principles  of  debate.  Now,  let  me 
point  out  how  altogether  hollow  are  the 
arguments  in  support  of  the  position 
taken  up  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
What  is  to  prevent  the  gentlemen  who 
write  letters  to  JVie  Times  taking  up  the 
entire  time  to  be  allotted  to  us  ?  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
give  us  a  written  assurance  that  no  one 
will  speak  on  his  side  of  the  House  ? 
Is  it  not  possible  that  Liberal  Unionists 
will  talk  for  the  whole  five  days  and  not 
allow  us  to  get  a  single  word  in  ?  You 
seem  to  suppose  a  kind  of  truce  of  God ; 
that  we  should  assume  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  the  Government  side  of  the  House 
will  be  absolutely  bound  over  to  keep 
the  peace  during  the  next  five  days,  and 
that  we  shall  be  allowed  to  romp  round 
ourselves  and   absolutely    exclude  all 
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Parliamentary  discnssioni  so  far  as  the 
Grovernment  supporters  are  concerned. 
If  the  Motion  of  the  Government  is 
adopted »  effective  debate  will  disappear, 
because  the  great  Tory  Party  and  the 
greater  Liberal  Unionist  Party  will  be 
oompelled  to  absolute  silence.  I  do  hope 
the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  (Mr. 
Courtney)  will  take  note  of  the  position 
taken  up  by  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  that  during  the  next  five  days  he 
will  not  allow  one  word  to  be  uttered  by 
any  Gentleman  who  sits  upon  the  Gt)- 
vemment  side  of  the  House  or  upon  the 
Liberal  Unionist  Benches.  It  is  to  be 
understood,  as  I  understand  it,  that  the 
next  five  days  are  to  be  thought  a  sacred 
period  of  time,  which  we  are  to  have  for 
our  own  consumption.  It  is  a  healthy 
position  to  be  taken  up  in  the  first  As- 
sembly of  Gentlemen  in  Europe,  the 
great  Temple  of  Liberty  that  we  hear  so 
much  about,  that  the  whole  Government 
Party  is  to  be  excused  from  debate,  and 
the  discussion  left  to  Irish  rapperees.  A 
healthy  position  for  the  English  Govern- 
ment to  assume  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
19th  century!  I  do  hope  we  shall  live 
to  see  the  time  when,  as  my  hon  Friend 
the  Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell) 
pungently  pointed  out,  a  Government  in 
Office  will  measure  out,  like  so  many 
yards  of  tape,  the  opposition  of  some 
future  Party  to  Church  Disestablishment, 
or  some  other  portion  of  the  unautho- 
rized programme,  when,  perhaps,  those 
who  have  started  that  agenda — that  is 
the  mildest  term  I  can  use— will  be  de- 
nounced by  those  who  are  now  prevent- 
ing liberty  of  discussion.  It  seems  to  me 
Her  Majesty's  Government  are  taking  up 
a  very  ill-advised  course.  I  am  very  glad 
to  see  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Sleaford  Division  of  Lincoln- 
shire (Mr.  Chaplin)  in  his  place.  He  was 
the  man  of  all  others  who  denounced  the 
closure,  and  who  only  assented  to  it  be- 
cause he  said  he  felt  full  confidence  the 
veto  of  the  Chair  would  be  exercised  to 
protect  minorities.  Now  you  have  the 
first  step  in  taking  away  the  veto.  This 
Motion  really  amounts  to  a  Want  of  Con- 
fidence in  the  Chair.  You  will  not  allow 
our  Amendments  to  be  proposed  with 
anything  like  adequate  discussion.  You 
take  away  the  veto  of  the  present  Chair- 
man of  Committees,  a  Gentleman  whom 
we  regard  with  the  utmost  admiration. 
Although  at  times  I  have  had  occasion 
to  differ  from  him,  on  tiie  whole,  I  con- 

Mr.  T.  K  Eealy 


sider  his  conduct  has  been  extremely 
fair  towards  us,  considering  we  are  a 
struggling  Party.    If  you  now  admit 
that  you  can  measure  out  like  so  many 
yards  of  tape  the  time  of  this  House, 
when  you  come  to  some  question  of  dis- 
establishment, you  may  find  a  partizan 
Chairman  in  the  Chair,   and  that  the 
whole  British  liberties  are  at  an  end. 
You  may  have  the  English  Land  Ques- 
tion, the  English  Church  Question,  the 
Graduated  Income  Tax  Question  decided 
by  this  application  of  the  closure.    You 
think  yourselves  safe  in  the  protection 
of  the  House  of  Lords ;  but  it  is  just 
possible  that  at  some  future  time  you 
may  not  have  a  House  of  Lords  to  pro- 
tect you.    I  ask  the  House  to  say  that  it 
is,  on  the  whole,  better  that  the  criminal 
Irish — the   assassins,  cattle   houghers, 
and  scoundrels  of  Ireland — should  ha?e 
an  additional  10  days'  debate  upon  this 
Bill,  rather  than  the  fair  fame  of  Eng- 
land should  be  tarnished  by  the  restric- 
tion of  debate.  If  you  had  not  proposed 
this  closure,  if  the  feelings  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers had  not  been  irritated,  if  you  had 
not  held  the  sword  of  Damocles  over  our 
heads,  as  it  were,  it  is  possible  that  dis- 
cussions in  Committee  might  have  been 
finished  on  Friday  next.    If  we  are  to 
have  the  closure  on  Friday  next,  what 
will  happen  ?    Members  will  know  they 
have  until  Friday,  and  some  will  insist 
upon  considering  at  length  one  Amend- 
ment and  others  insist  upon  considering 
at  length  another  Amendment.     For  the 
sake  of  shooting  grouse  on  the  12th  of 
August  you  will  abridge  the  liberties  of 
Irish  Members.      Is  that  a   desirable 
thing?    You  can  shoot  grouse  on  the 
19th  of   August,   and  they   might  be 
stronger  on  the  wing  by  the  1 9th.    For 
the  sake  of  separating  on  a  given  day  it 
is  proposed  to  do  a  thing  which  will  be 
remembered  for  all  time.    I  must  say 
that  for  a  great  and  powerful  nation 
like  the  English  it  is  not  worth  while 
splitting  straws  with  the  Eepresentatives 
of  Ireland  upon  a  question  of  this  kind. 
I  have  often  thought  that  even  if  with 
the    Parliamentary    Under     Secretary 
(Colonel  King-Harman)    you  consider 
the  Irish  Members  the  scum  of  the  swiU 
tub  of  Ireland,  it  would  be  much  wiser 
of  you  to  adopt  a  more  generous  atti- 
tude towards  the  Irish  Eepresentativee. 
You  cannot  expect,  when  you  mete  out 
time  to  us  in  so  rigid  a  manner,  buttikil 
those  who  think  they  have  been  vy|irf|| 
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treated  will  kick  BgainBt  the  goad.  There 
are  in  thia  Bill  mattere  oi  the  greatest 
importance.  I  would  aek  the  attention 
of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treaeury  to  thia. 
For  my  part,  I  hare  no  longer  any  care 
to  talk  about  Amendments  to  this  Bill, 
and  if  others  are  of  the  same  way  of 
thinking  we  might  aay  to  the  Qorem- 
ment — "If  you  bave  thoroughly  made 
up  your  minds  not  to  accept  any  Amend- 
ments from  this  side  of  the  House,  how- 
ever reasonable  they  may  be,  let  us  know 
it  at  once — save  iia  the  pains  and  trouble 
of  moving  Amendments  next  week.  Pub- 
lish a  programme  as  to  what  you  are 
going  to  allow  us."  Here  we  have  in 
this  Bill  a  large  number  of  the  most 
important  questions  yet  to  consider,  and 
yet  they  ask  ns  to  say,  or  to  agree  to 
the  proposition,  that  a  week  is  euffl- 
oient  to  dispose  of  these  matters.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury — if  I  may  be  allowed  to 
say  80 — haa  been  misled  in  this  matter 
to  a  large  extent  by  the  Irish  0£ce.  I 
blame  Lord  Ashbourne,  to  a  large  ex- 
tent, for  the  misohiefa  that  have  ariaen 
in  this  Bill;  The  Cktverument  in  this 
House  are  misled  by  Lord  Ashbourne 
and  the  Irish  landlords.  I  see  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  George 
Hamilton)  laughing.  Wneu  I  refer  to 
Lord  Aahboume  I,  of  coarse,  refer  to 
the  whole  Irish  landlord  gang.  Many 
Members  of  the  Tory  Party,  I  believe, 
were  anxious  to  conciliate  Ireland — I 
do  not  refer  to  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  who,  no  doubt,  enjoys  his 
little  position,  sach  as  it  is,  and  will 
ooutinne  to  do  sa  as  long  as  he  has  it ; 
but  I  do  not  believe  that  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  South  Faddington  (Lord 
Sandolph  Churchill),  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  (Mr.  Ritchie),  and  men  of  their 
description,  were  anxious  for  this  Bill. 
I  believe  that  a  number  of  the  English 
Tory  Party  were  anxious  to  have  a  fresh 
deal,  but  the  Irish  Office  were  too  man; 
for  them.  I  say  that  the  Irish  land- 
lords, knowing  that  they  had  the 
TTnionietB  at  their  back,  crammed  into 
tbis  Bill  every  ^ile  form  of  ooercion 
they  could  think  of  or  that  they  could 
find  in  the  pigeon-holes  of  Dublin  Castle 
wbicb  may  have  been  lying  there  for 


aponsihle  —  and  one  of  the  principal 
amonget  them  is  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Soasendale  (the  Marquess 
of  Hartington),  for  he  is  an  Irish  land-. 
lord,  or,  at  any  rate,  he  very  soon  will 
be.  These  are  the  persons  who  try  and 
delude  the  English  people  about  the 
"glory  of  the  Empire,"  the  "main- 
tenance of  the  Union,"  "  law  and 
order,"  and  stuff  and  nonsense  of 
that  kind.  They  talk  about  thes& 
things  with  their  tongues  in  their 
oheeKs— — 

Mr.  SPE&KEB  :  I  am  sorry  to  in- 
terrupt the  hon.  and  learned  Member, 
but  I  must  point  out  to  him  that  he  is 
wandering  from  the  subject  before  the 
House,  iimich  is,  whether  the  date  at 
which  the  Committee  stage  shall  cease 
shall  he  the  17th  or  24th  instant. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  I  fully  recognize, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  you  have  given  me 
great  latitude,  and  that  I  was,  perhaps, 
wandering.  I  would  only  say,  in  finish- 
ing my  remarks,  recognizing  the  juetiae 
of  your  correction,  that  everybody  who 
lives  in  Ireland  well  knows  that  there 
is  no  justification  whatever  for  thia  Bill 
and  for  asking  us  to  spend  even  another 
week  in  discussing  the  provisiona  of  this 
Bill.  The  Government  already  have  ob- 
tained all  the  powers  they  can  possibly 
want.  They  have  secured  the  secret 
inquisition ;  they  have  aecnred  the  sum- 
mary jurisdiction;  they  have  secured 
the  special  jury  and  the  change  of  venue. 
Surely  that  is  enough  for  them.  Is  it 
reasonable  to  ask  na  to  contianes  these 
discussions?  Let  it  come  to  an  end. 
Speaking  as  one  who  spends  his  time 
in  Ireland,  whose  fortunes  are  bound  np 
with  those  of  the  poorest  of  his  country- 
men— for  that  is  the  class  to  which  I 
belong — I  declare  it  to  be  a  monstrous 
libel  on  the  Irish  peasantry,  on  the  part 
of  the  landlord  class,  to  say  that  Uiey 
are  a  bloodthirsty  race.  They  are  no- 
thing of  the  kind.  They  are  as  kindly 
and  well-intentioned  a  race  as  there  is 
on  earth.  To  say  that  they  are  cruel 
and  bloodthirsty  is  an  atrocious  libel, 
and  it  is  for  that  reason,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, that  we  have  resisted  thia  Bill 
in  the   spirit   in  which  we   have   re- 
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Mr.  W.  REDMOND   (Fermanagh, 

N.) :  Here  rose 

Thr  first  lord  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  am  very  sorry,  Sir,  to 
intervene  ;  but  as  I  understand  that  the 
Amendment  about  to  be  proposed  is  not 
material,  I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will 
not  persist  in  it,  but  will  allow  the 
Question  to  be  now  put.  [Cries  of 
"  Order !  "j 

Me.  SPEAKER:  I    call    upon   the 
hon.  Member  to  move  his  Amendment. 
Mb.   W.  REDMOND:   I  rise,   Sir, 
for  the  purpose  of  proposing  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  Resolution  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury.   I  am  bound  to  say  I  think  it 
would  have  been  a  great  deal   more 
courteous  on  the  part  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  if  he  had  waited  to  hear 
what  I  was  going  to  propose  before 
rising  to  make  his  suggestion.    It  ap- 
pears that  the  practice  of  closure  Jias 
now  arrived  at  such  a  point  of  perfec- 
tion that  it  is  not  even  necessary  to  hear 
what  is  to  be  said  for  a  proposal  before 
closing  the  debate  upon  it.     I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  might,  at  least, 
have  listened  to  what  I  was  going  to 
propose.    The  Amendment  I  propose  is 
in  line  3  of  the  Resolution — that  the 
word  "shall"  be  omitted,  in  order  to 
insert  in  its  place  the  words  '^  may,  if 
he  thinks  fit,  naving  regard  to  the  Rule 
of  Cloture  of  the  18th  of  March,  1887." 
The  Resolution,  as  it  stands  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  makes  it  obligatory  on  the 
Ohairman  to  put  the  Question  when  a 
Motion  to  that  effect  is  made.     At  pre- 
sent under  the  Rule  of  Cloture  which  I 
propose  in  my  Amendment  shall  be  ob- 
served when  a  Motion  is  made  '*  That 
the  Question  be  now  put "  it  is  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Chairman  to  say 
whether,  in  his  opinion,  it  is  proper  and 
advisable    that    the   Question  be  put. 
According  to  the  Resolution  proposed 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  the  Chair  has  no 
option  at  all,  but  is  bound  to  put  the 
Question  when  it  is  proposed  from  the 
Treasury  Bench.  I  think,  Sir,  that  it  would 
tend  a  great  deal  more  to  the  proper 
and  swift  conduct   of   debate    in  this 
House  if  the  closing  of  debate  were  left, 
as  at  present,  to  the  Chair.    There  is 
nothing,  to  my  mind,  more  clear  than 
that  the   occupants    of    the    Treasury 
Bench  are,  at  certain  times,  goaded  on 


by  the  cheers  and  the  cries  of  their  fol- 
lowers into  moving,  without  due  reason, 
that  the  Question  be  put.    In  that  way 
many  debates  have  been,  and  a  great 
many  debates  may  be,  closed  in  an  un- 
satisfactory manner,  before  the  subjects 
have  been  at  all  exhausted.    I  cannot 
understand  the  new-bom  suspicion  and 
distrust  which  this  Resolution  appears 
to  show  has  suddenly  sprung  up  in  the 
mind  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  with 
regard  to  the  discretionary  exercise  of 
the  vetoing  powers  of  the  Chair.  I  think 
that  the  public  outside  will  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  this  summary  dismissal 
of  the  right  of  the  Chairman  to  say 
when  a  debate  shall  be  dosed  will  be 
traced  to  the  fact  that,  in  the  course  of 
the  discussion  upon  the  Criminal  Law 
Amendment  Bill,  the  Chairman  of  Com* 
mlttees  considered  it  his  duty  on  several 
occasions  to  refuse  the  request  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
House  to  close  the  debate.    It  certainly 
is  a   remarkable    fact    that  when,  in 
March  last,  the  Rules  of  Cloture  were 
introduced,    hon.    Gentlemen   opposite 
strongly  supported  giving  to  the  Chair 
the  right  of  giving  or  withholding  sanc- 
tion to  the  closing  of  debate,  and  that 
we  find  that  the  very  Gentlemen  who 
supported  the  proposal  to  give  to  the 
Chairman  the  right  of  vetoing  closure 
of  debate  are  now,  in  a  most  sudden  and 
summary  manner,  without  any  apparent 
reason,  going  to  deprive  the  Chair  of 
that  right.    I  do  not  think  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  any  right  at 
all  to  come  down  and  suddenly,  without 
any  Notice,  ask  us  to  withdraw  that 
power  which  in  March  last  he  gave  to 
the  Chairman  of   Committees  and   to 
yourself.    I  do  not  see.  Sir,  how  it  can 
possibly  tend    towards    a    more  satis- 
factory conduct  of  the  Business  of  this 
House    that,   instead  of   allowing  the 
Chairman  to  exercise  his  discretion  in 
the  dosing  of  debate,  that  the  power 
should  be  now  vested,  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  this  House,  in  a  bare 
majority  of  ^e  Members  of  the  House. 
I  do  not  tliink  that  it  will  be  denied  that 
there  are  occasions  when,  upon  both 
sides  of  the  House,  Party  feeling  and 
excitement  runs  high,  and  I  have   no 
doubt  that  if  this  Resolution  is  adopted 
in  its  entirety,  and  my  Amendment  is 
not  accepted,  that  the  result  will  be  that 
occasions  will  arise  when,  in  moments 
of  great  excitement.  Her  Majesty's  Go* 
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TernnieTit  will  be  prompted  t 
on  by  their  followers  unduly  to  propose 
the  closing  of  an  important  debate,  and 
that  after  that  has  happened,  in  cooler 
momente,    when    it    becomes  apparent 
that  the   olosing  of   debate  is  unjuati- 
fiable  and  unwarrantable,  and  that  the 
matter  under  discussion  was  not  fully 
gone  into,  both  the  Goverament  and 
Members  of  the  House,  as  well  as  the 
general  publio    outside,    will    be   very 
sorry  indeed  that  they  sanetioned  this 
Beaotution  taking  away  from  the  Chair 
the  right  of  deciding  whether  the  dis- 
cussion has  gone  far  enough,  and  vesting 
that  right  in  a  majority  of  the  Members 
of  this  House.     I  do  not  think,  Sir,  that 
it  ia  necessary  to  say  anything  more  on 
the  subject ;  but  I  may  say  this,  in  con- 
clusion, that  to  my  miud  hon.  Members 
who  vote  against   my  Amendment  to 
leave  still  iu  the  hands  of  the  Chair  the 
right  of  deciding  when  a  discusetoasbaU 
be  closed  will  be,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses,  giving  ezpression  to  an  amount 
of  distrust  iu  the  discretion  of  the  Chair 
which  is  altogether  unwarrantable.    All 
that  we  ask  is  that  in  moments  of  excite- 
ment the  decision  as  to  the  closing  of  a 
debate  ahall  rest  in  the  discretion  of  the 
Chair  instead  of  a  crude  majority  of  the 
House.     That  is  a  most  reasonable  pro- 
posal, and  is  not  one  which  should  have 
been  met  on  the  part  of  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  by  a  proposal  to  cloture 
it  before  it  was  supported  by  argument. 
I  think  it  is  a  reasonable  and  fair  sub- 
ject for  discussion  whether  the  closure 
of  debate  should  be  left  to  a  bare  majo. 
rity,  or  whether  it  should  be  left,  as  it 
is  now,  to  the  discretion  of  the  Chair  ?  I 
■inoerely  hope  that  hon.  Members  will 
not  vote  against  this  very  fair  proposal. 
Ameadmeut  proposed,  in  line  3,   to 
leave    out   the  word  "shall,"    and  in- 
sert the  words  "may,  if  he  thinks  tit, 
having:  re^rd  to  the  Bule  of  Closure  of 
the  18th  ilaroh,  1887."— (3/r.  William 
Redmond.') 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  shall '  atsnd  part  of  the  Question  " 

The  FIE8T  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
STJBY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminater) :  I  am  unable  to  acuept 
the  AaidDdment  of  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
uid,  in  eajiog  so,  I  am  sure  the  House 


the  Chairman  of  Committees.  X  bave 
no  doubt  whatever,  in  my  own  mind, 
that  the  great  majorityof  the  House  are 
fully  aware  that  that  is  a  statement 
which  has  been  fully  borne  out,  and 
that  the  Chairman  himself  will  be  pre- 
pared to  endorse  it.  This  Besolution 
is  not  based  upon  any  precedent,  and  it 
would  be  altogether  inconsistent  with 
the  object  we  have  in  view  to  accept  the 
proposed  Amendment.  We  are  obliged 
to  adhere  to  the  precise  form  of  the  He- 
solution. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR  (Tippernry,  S.): 
I  think  it  will  to  some  extent  tend  to 
shorten  the  proceedings  if  I  state  to  the 
House  thatthe  Ameadmeut  I  handed  io, 
which  bears  some  resemblance  to  that 
now  before  the  House.  I  shall  forego, 
offering  whatever  remarks  I  may  have 
to  make  upon  this  Amendment.  The 
Amendment  I  had  to  propose  dealt  with 
the  Rules  of  the  House  and  with  the 
rights  of  minorities.  The  presentAmend- 
ment,  however,  will  afford  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  my  viewa  as  to  the 
proposal  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
The  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  North  Fermanagh  (Mr.  "William 
Redmond)  is  designed  with  a  view  of 
preserving  to  the  Chair  thatpower  which 
the  former  Rules  of  this  House  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Chair.  We  have 
heard  it  stated  in  the  course  of  the  dis- 
cussion on  previous  Amendments  how 
when,  in  farmer  times,  previous  Govern- 
ments thought  it  necessary  to  take  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  House  the  right  of 
unlimited  discussion  which  it  had  en- 
joyed up  to  that  (ime~we  have  heard 
it  stated  how  those  Governments  acted. 
I  will  not  weary  the  House  by  repeating 
the  statements  of  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  now  occupy  the  front  Govetnmeut 
Bench,  when  a  few  short  weeks  ago  in 
proposing  the  now  Rules  of  Procedure, 
they  expressed  their  desire  lo  preserve 
the  Rules  of  the  House  and  the  rights  of 
minorities.  Now,  Sir,  according  to  the 
Rules  existing  up  to  the  present  moment, 
it  is  necessary  to  declare  Urgency  for 
any  particular  proposal  before  actually 
closing  the  debate.  That  Rule  was 
embodied  in  the  Resolution  that  was 
passed  in  February,  1881,  and  which 
stated  in  placing  the  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  Chair  that— 
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and  remain  with  the  Speaker,  nntil  the  Speaker 
shall  declare  that  the  state  of  Puhlic  Business  is 
no  longer  argent,  or  nntil  the  House  shall  so  de- 
termine upon  a  Motion  which,  after  Notice 
g^ven,  may  he  made  by  any  Member  put  with- 
out Amendment,  Adjournment  or  Debate,  and 
decided  by  a  majority." 

Such  was  the  respect  in  which  the  Rules 
of  this  House  were  held,  and  such  the 
respect  for  the  liberty  of  speech  enjoyed 
by  Members  of  this  House  on  the  part  of 
former  Ministers,  that  they  found  it 
necessary  to  protect  it  by  a  special  pro- 
Tision  in  the  Resolution,  which  up  to  the 
present  time  has  g^yerned  the  debates  of 
this  House.  But  not  only  did  former 
Ministries  take  good  care  to  place  the 
protection  of  liberty  of  speech  in  your 
hands.  Sir,  but  they  also  provided  that 
before  the  House  should  surrender  its 
right  and  liberty  a  majority  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  Members  should  be  in 
favour  of  it.  Now,  however,  we  have 
a  proposal  before  us  which  abolishes  all 
that.  Now,  liberty  of  speech  is  to  be 
abandoned  by  a  bare  majority  of  this 
House,  without  the  protection  of  the 
Ohair  and  without  that  protection  that 
would  be  afforded  by  making  it  necessary 
that  the  abandonment  should  have  the 
support  of  a  majority  of  three-fourths  of 
the  House.  Thus  I  find  that  the  last 
vestige  of  protection  for  hon.  Members 
in  this  House  and  for  their  right  of 
liberty  of  speech,  and  the  last  vestige  of 
the  protection  of  minorities  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  liberty,  will  be  swept 
away  by  this  drastic  Resolution  or  Rule 
of  Procedure,  moved  by  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury.  Now,  the  first  time 
this  Rule  was  proposed  in  1881,  the 
House  had  before  it  a  state  of  things 
that  does  not  exist  at  the  present  time. 
At  that  time  there  was  real,  downright 
obstruction.  There  was  obstruction  not 
only  to  one  single  measure  such  as  may 
exist  at  the  present  time  to  a  very 
limited  extent,  if  at  all,  but  at  that 
time  there  was  obstruction  to  every 
measure  proposed  by  the  Government — 
active  obstruction  by  a  small  and  effi- 
cient Party  in  this  House.  Neverthe- 
less, 80  much  did  this  former  Govern- 
ment respect  liberty  of  speech,  that  they 
protected  it  by  this  special  Rule,  and 
the  necessity  for  this  large  majority.  I 
will  read  what  was  stated  by  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  when 
.  he  asked  the  House  of  Commons  to  pass 
the  Resolution,   a  portion  of  which  I 

Mr,  J,  0^ Connor  (Tipper ary) 


have  just  read.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  said — 

"  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  language  thai 
wo  hear  about  the  liberties  of  speech?  llie 
liberties  of  speech !  Liberty  as  to  the  quality 
of  speech — x  es !  Let  none  endeavour — unless 
under  necessity,  which  we  have  never  had,  and 
are  not  likely  to  have,  the  faintest  glimmer^ 
let  none  endeavour  to  narrow  the  liberal  hounds 
that  surround  us  in  that  respect.  And  as  to 
quantity  of  speech,  it  must  be  regulated,  not 
by  the  fancies  of  men,  but  by  the  necessities  of 
the  case,  and  in  accordance  with  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  which  we  are  sent  here  to  dis- 
charge/'—(3  Hantardy  [258]  91.) 

Such  was  the  argument  of  the  rieht 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  when  he  found  it  necessary  to 
propose  that  Resolution,  or  Rule  of  Pro- 
cedure, which  has  governed  the  dis- 
cussions of  this  House  from  that  day  to 
this.  How  about  the  minorities  in  this 
House  ?  Thej  have  always,  up  to  the 
present  time,  looked  to  the  Chair  for 
protection ;  but,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  this  Institution,  they  will  now 
find  themselves  unprotected  by  any  Bale 
of  this  House  —  unprotected  by  the 
wisdom  of  the  Ohair,  and  unprotected 
by  that  confidence  which  minorities  ui 
this  House  have  always  reposed  in  the 
Ohair.  I  contend  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  in  their  present  propo- 
sition, not  only  do  not  remain  still,  bat 
that  they  are  actually  performing  an  act 
of  retrogression  by  abandoning  those 
rights  and  liberties  and  privileges  which, 
up  to  the  present,  minorities  have  en- 
joyed in  this  House.  I  will  ask  Her 
Majesty's  Government  just  to  hear  what 
was  said  at  the  time  of  which  I  speak— 
when  this  former  Resolution  was  passed 
— ^by  an  hon.  Member  of  this  Moose, 
one  who  has  since  passed  away — nameljf 
the  late  Earl  of  Iddesleigh,  then  Sir 
Stafford  Northcote.  He,  at  that  time, 
took  great  interest  in  the  Rules  that 
were  then  proposed,  and  his  opinion 
was  very  crucially  expressed  as  to  the 
right  of  liberty  of  speech  and  as  to 
the  privileges  of  the  minority.  He 
said — 

"  We  must  be  prepared,  if  we  are  to  give  ex« 
pression  to  the  opinions  of  all  classes  in  this 
country—if  we  are  to  be  a  HepresentatiTe  Bodr 
of  all  classes  of  the  country  and  the  great  bulk 
of  the  nation,  and  of  those  classes  who  an  not 
directly  represented  here,  but  are  indireetfar  rs* 
presented,  and  who  look  to  us  to  plead  for  fibitf 
interests — I  say  we  must  be  prepared  lo  iMl^ 
and  should  not  be  doing  our  duty  If  we  #1*bA 
insist,  on  retaining  those  things  xaat^  >& 
mere  forms,  which  are  the  soMuiee       lu 
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dig^ty  and  honour  of  Parliament,  and  which 
really  give  life  and  vigour  to  our  proceedings." 

Further  on,  he  said — 

'*  I  do  feel  it  most  important  not  to  adopt  any 
measure  or  any  Hules  which  would  place  the 
Party  for  the  time  heing  in  a  minority  at  the 
mercy,  not  of  the  Whole  House,  hut  of  the 
Party  of  the  majority."— (3  Hansard,  [258] 
105.) 

Now,  Sir,  that  is  exactly  what  is  sought 
by  the  Motion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  It 
will  not  only  place  minorities  at  the 
mercy  of  the  Whole  House,  but  it  will 
place  them  at  the  mercy  of  the  majority 
of  any  Party.  Sir,  I  say  that  this  is  a 
most  unprecedented  and  tyrannical  pro- 
position. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  stated  truly 
in  what  light  we  would  consider  this 
proposition.  He  stated  that,  no  doubt, 
it  would  be  called  tyrannical  and  op- 
pressive. Tyrannical  and  oppressive  it 
is  to  the  last  degree.  In  proposing 
this  extreme  Motion,  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  said  he  did  so  in  accord- 
ance with  public  opinion.  -  Yes,  Sir  ;  it 
is  in  accordance  with  manufactured 
public  opinion — public  opinion  manu- 
factured by  speeches  outside  from  Mem- 
bers of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
public  opinion  manufactured  by  news- 
papers in  the  interests  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  These  newspapers  do  not 
scruple  at  misrepresentation ;  but  they 
hold  up  the  action  of  certain  Members 
of  this  House  as  calculated  to  obstruct 
the  Business  of  the  nation  when,  in 
reality,  those  Members  are  only  plead- 
ing in  the  cause  of  the  liberties  of  their 
own  country.  We  have  been  accused 
by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  of 
paralyzing  Parliament.  I  deny  that  em- 
phatically. Take  the  history  of  the  dis- 
cussion upon  the  1st  clause  of  the  Crimi- 
nal Law  Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill. 
What  was  the  effect  of  the  discussion 
upon  that  clause?  Why  the  clause 
swelled  from  a  clause  of  comparatively 
fow  lines  into  a  very  large  and  compre- 
hensive clause.  I  maintain,  Sir,  that 
the  discussions  upon  the  Ooercion  Bill 
cannot  by  any  stretch  of  imagination  be 
Btigmatized  as  obstructive  discussions. 
Q?he  idea  only  exists  in  the  fancy  of  the 
Oovernment.  But  even  if  the  discussions 
liave  been  to  a  certain  extent  obstructive, 
-there  is  every  reason  why  they  should 
Ibe  so.  Why  should  we  be  anxious  to 
pass  into  law  rapidly  a  Bill  which  strikes 


at  the  liberties  of  our  people  ?  Why,  at 
the  risk  of  being  considered  obstructive, 
I  would 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Gentleman  is  not  dealing  with  the 
specific  Amendment  before  the  House, 
but  with  the  whole  subject  of  the 
closure. 

Mb.  J.  O'CONNOR :  I  was  under  the 
impression  that  the  Amendment  which 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  North 
Fermanagh  (Mr.  W.  Redmond)  moved 
dealt  with  the  removal  from  the  Chair 
of  the  power  of  regulating  the  discus- 
sions. 

Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man's  Amendment  is  to  restore  to  the 
Chairman  the  discretion  which  is  taken 
away  by  the  Resolution. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR :  I  was  referring 
to  the  Rule  which  has  governed  the 
House  up  to  the  present  time  and  was 
endeavouring  to  draw  a  contrast  between 
the  effect  of  the  proposed  Rule  as  com- 
pared with  the  Rule  which  has  governed 
the  discussions  of  the  House  and  the 
Committee  of  the  House  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time.  However,  Sir,  I  shall  not  pro- 
ceed further  in  that  line.  I  can  only 
express  my  regret  that  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  found  it  necessary  to 
introduce  this  Rule  at  all,  and  I  also 
desire  to  express  my  regret  that  he 
should  so  far— I  hope  it  will  not  be  too 
strong  a  term  to  use — misrepresented  the 
action  of  those  Members  on  this  side  of 
the  House  who  have  endeavoured  to 
amend  the  Crimes  Bill,  as  to  call  their 
proceedings  obstructive.  I  must  also 
express  my  regret  that  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  should  have  appealed  to 
this,  a  free  Parliament — should  have  ap- 
pealed to  a  free  people  in  the  name  of 
liberty  to  press  the  Rule  he  has  now 
proposed.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  not  above  using  the  sacred  name  of 
Liberty  when  he  failed  by  fact  or  argu- 
ment to  establish  a  case  for  the  passing 
of  the  Rule ;  he  appealed  to  this  House 
to  pass  the  Rule  in  the  name  of  Liberty. 
It  is  not  the  first  time  the  name  of 
Liberty  has  been  appealed  to  in  the 
cause  of  oppression,  and  this  Rule  is  for 
the  purpose 

m!r.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  scarcely  discussing  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
think  I  am  justified  in  claiming  to  movOi 
<'  That  the  Question  be  now  put," 
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Question  put  accordingly,  ''That  the 
Question  be  now  put" 

The  House  divided:  —Ayes  258  ;  Noes 
91 :  Majority  167.— (Dlv.  List.  No.  217.) 

[1.10  A.M.] 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  '  shall ' 
stand  part  of  the  Question." 

The  House  divided ; — Ayes  255  ;  Noes 
94 :  Majority  161.— (Div.  List.  No.  218.) 

[1.25  A.M.] 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  now  claim  to 
move,  <*  That  the  Main  Question  be  now 
put." 

Question  put  accordingly.  "That  the 
Main  Question  be  now  put." 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  250;  Noes 
91 :  Majority  159. -(Diy.  List,  No.  219.) 

[1.40  A.M.] 

Main  Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  245  ;  Noes 
93 :  Majority  152.— (Diy.  List,  No.  220.) 

[1.55  A.M.] 
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EUiot,  G.  W. 
EUU,  Sir  J.  W. 
Elton,  C.  I. 
Evelyn,  W.  J. 
Ewing.  Sir  A.  O. 
Fimmharson.  H.  B. 
Feilden,    Lieut. -Gen. 

K.J. 
FerguBson,  right  hon. 

S&J. 
Finch,  G.  H. 
Fiaher.  W.  H. 


Hunt,  P.  S. 
Isaacson,  F.  W. 
Jackson,  W.  L, 
Jarris,  A.  W. 
Kelly,  J.  R. 
Kennaway,  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyon,  hon.  G.  T. 
Kenyon  -  Slaney,  CoL 

W. 
Eerans,  F.  H. 
Kimber,  H. 
King,  H.  S. 


FitzwiUiam,  hon.  W.    King-Hannan,   right 
J.  W.  hon.  Colonel  £.  H. 

Fitz-Wygram,  General    Knowles,  L, 


Sir  F.  W. 
Fletcher,  Sir  H. 
Folkestone,  right  hon. 

Viscount 
Forwood,  A.  B. 
Fowler,  Sir  B.  N. 
Fraser,  General  G.  C. 
Fry,  L. 


Kynoch,  G. 
Lafone,  A. 
Lambert,  C. 
Lawrance,  J.  C. 
Lawrence,  Sir  J.  J.  T. 
Lawrence,  W.  F. 
Lees,  £. 
Leighton,  8. 


AYES. 


Addison,  J.  E.  W. 
Ainslie,  W.  G. 
Allsopp,  hon.  G. 
Allsopp,  hon.  P. 
Ambrose,  W. 
Amherst.  W.  A.  T. 


Burghlev,  Lord 
Caine,  W".  S. 
Caldwell,  J. 
Campbell,  B.  P.  P. 
Chamberlain,  rt.  hn.  J. 
Chaplin,  right  hon.  H. 


Anstruther,  Colonel  B.  Charrington,  S. 

H.  L.  Clarke,  Sir  E.  G. 

Ashmead-Bartlett,  E.  Coghill,  D.  H. 

Bailey,  Sir  J.  B.  Commerell,  AdmL  Sir 
Baird,  J.  G.  A.  J.  E. 

Balfour,  rt.  hon.  A.  J.  Compton,  P 


Balfour,  G.  W. 
Baring,  Viscount 
Barry,  A.  H.  Smith- 
Bartley,  G.  C.  T. 
Bates,  Sir  E. 
Baumann.  A.  A. 
Beach,  W.  W.  B. 
Beadel,  W.  J. 
Beaumont,  H.  P. 
Beckett,  E.  W. 
Bentinck,  Lord  H.  C. 
Bentinck,  W.  G.  C. 


Cooke,  C.  W.  B. 
Corbett,  A.  C. 
Corry,  Sir  J.  P. 
Cotton,  Capt.  E.  T.  D, 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cross,  H.  S. 
Crossley,  Sir  S.  B. 
Crossman.  Gen.  Sir  TV. 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Curzon,  hon.  G.  N. 
Dalrymple,  C. 
Davenport,  H.  T. 


Beresford,  Lord  C.  W.  De  Lisle,  E.  J.  L.  M.  P. 

T)e  la  Poer  De  Worms,  Baron  H. 

Bethell,  Commander  G.  Dimsdale.  Baron  B. 

B.  Dixon-Hartland,  P.  D. 

Bigwood,  J.  Dugdale,  J.  S. 

Birkbeck,  Sir  E.  Duncan,  Colonel  F. 

Blundell,  CoL  H.  B.  H.  Duncombe,  A. 

Bond,  G.  H.  Dyke,  right  hon.   Sir 
Bonsor,  H.  C.  0.  W.  H. 

Borthwick,  Sir  A.  Eaton,  H.  W. 

Bridgeman,  Col.  hon.  Ebrington,  Viscount 

P.  C.  Edwards-Moss,  T.  C. 

Brodrick,  hon.  W.  St.  Egerton,  hon.  A.  J.  P. 

J.  P.  Egerton,  hon.  A.  de  T. 

Brookfield,  A.  M.  Elcho,  Lord 

brooks,  Sir  W.  C.  EUiot,  Sir  G. 

Bruce,  Lord  H.  EUiot,  hon.  H.  P.  H. 


Gathome-Hardy,  hon.  Lethbridge,  Sir  B. 

A.  E.  Lewisham,  right  hon. 
Gedge,  S.  Viscount 

Gent-Davis,  B.  Long,  W.  H. 

Gibson,  J.  G.  Low,  M. 

GiUiat,  J.  S.  Lowther,  hon.  W. 

Godson,  A.  P.  Macartney,  W.  G.E  . 

Goldsmid,  Sir  J.  Maclean,  J.  M. 

Goldsworthy,    Major-  Madure,  J.  W. 

General  W.  T.  Malcolm,  Col.  J.  W. 

Gorst,  Sir  J.  E.  MaUock,  B. 

Goschen,  rt.  hon.  G.  J.  March,  Earl  of 


Gray,  C.  W. 
Green,  Sir  E. 
Grimston,  Viscount 
Grove,  Sir  T.  F. 
Gunter,  Colonel  B. 
HaU,  A.  W. 
Halsey,  T.  F. 


Marriott,     right  hon. 

W.T. 
Matthews,  rt.  hon.  H* 
MaxweU,  Sir  H.  £. 
Mayne,  Admiral  R.  C. 
MUdmay,  F.  B. 
MUls,  hon.  C.  W. 


Hambro,  Col.  C.  J.  T.  MUvain,  T. 

HamUton,   right  hon.  Morg^an,  hon.  P. 

Lord  G.  F.  Morrison,  W. 

Hamilton,  Lord  C.  J.  Mount,  W.  G. 

HamUton,  Col.  C.  E.  Mowbray,  B.  G.  C. 

Hamley,  Gen.  Sir  £.  B.  Mulholland,  H.  L.  J 

Hardcastle,  P.  Muntz,  P.  A. 

Hartington,  Marq.  of  Murdoch,  C.  T. 

Hastings,  G.  W.  Newark,  Viscount 

Heath,  A.  B.  Noble,  W. 

Heathcote.  Capt.  J.  H.  Morris,  E.  S. 

Edwards-  Northcote,  hon.  H.  8. 

Heaton,  J.  H.  Norton,  B. 

Herbert,  hon.  8.  O'NeUl,  hon.  B.  T. 

Hermon-Hodge,  B.  T.  Parker,  hon.  P. 

Hervey,  Lord  F.  Pearce,  W. 

HiU,  right  hon.  Lord  PeUy,  Sir  L. 

A.W.  Plunket,     right    hon. 
HUl,  Colonel  E.  S.  D.  B. 

Hoare,  S.  Plunkett,  hon.  J.  W. 

Hobhouse,  H.  Powell,  P.  S. 

Holland,   rt.  hon.  Sir  Price,  Captain  G.  E. 

H.  T.  Puleston,  J.  H. 

HoUoway,  G.  Baikes,  rt.  hon.  H.  C 

Holmes,  it.  hon.  H.  Bankin,  J. 

Hornby,  W.  H.  Basch,  Major  P.  0. 

Houldsworth,  W.  H.  Beed,  H.  B. 


I 


Howard,  J. 
Hozier,  J.  H.  C. 
Hubbard,  E. 
Hul«e,  £.  H. 


Bidley',  Sir  M.  W. 
Bitdbie,  rt.  hon.  0.  T. 
Bobinson,  B. 
BoUit,  Sir  A.  K, 
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Eoond,  J. 
RoydeD,  T.  B. 
Bussell,  Sir  G. 
RuflseU,  T.  W. 
St.  Aubyn,  Sir  J. 
Sellar,  A.  0. 
Sidebottom.  T.  H. 
Sindair.  W.  P. 
Smith,  rt.  hon.  W.  H. 
Spencer,  J.  E. 
Stanhope,  rt.  hon.  E. 
Stanley,  E.  J. 
Stewart,,  M. 
Talbot,  J.  G. 
Tapling,  T.  K. 
Taylor,  F. 
Temple,  Sir  R. 
Thorbum,  W. 
Toilemache,  H.  J. 
Tomlinson,  W.  E.  M. 
Townsend,  F. 
Tyler,  Sir  H.  W. 


Vernon,  hon.  G.R. 
Vincent,  C.  E.  H. 
Watson,  J. 
Webster,  Sir  R.  E. 
Webster,  R.  G. 
Weymouth,  Viscount 
White,  J.  B. 
Whitley,  E. 
Whitmore,  C.  A. 
Wilson,  Sir  S. 
Winn,  hon.  R. 
Wodehouso,  E.  R. 
Wolmer,  Viscount 
Wood,  N. 

Wortley,  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wright,  H.  S. 
Wroughton,  P. 
Young,  0.  E.  B. 

TELLBRS, 

Douglas,  A.  Akers- 
Walrond,  Col.  W.H. 


NOES. 


Abraham,  W.  (Lime- 
rick, W.) 
Adand,  O.  T.  D. 
Allison,  R.  A. 
Blane,  A. 
Bright,  Jacob 
Broadhurst,  H. 
Burt,  T. 
Byrne,  G.  M. 
Campbell,  H. 
Carew,  J.  L. 
Chance,  P.  A. 
Channing,  F.  A. 
Clancy,  J.  J. 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 
Cobb,  H.  P. 
Commins,  A. 
Connolly,  £<. 
Conway,  M. 
Conybeare,  C.  A.  V. 
Cos^iam,  H. 
Cnlly,  D. 
Deasy,  J. 
Dillon,  J. 
PiUwyn,  li.  L. 
Ellis,  T.  B. 
Eumonde,  SirT.  H.G. 
Fenwick,  O. 
Finucane,  J. 
Foley,  P.  J. 
Fox,  Dr.  J.  F. 
Gill,  T.  P. 
Gray,  E.  I>. 
Grey,  Sir  E. 
Uanington,  E. 
Harrington,  T.  C. 
Hayden,  L.  P. 
Hayne,  O.  Seale- 
Healy,  M. 
Healy,  T.  M. 
Hooper,  J. 
Kennedy,  E.  J. 
Kenny,  J.  E. 
Kenny,  Mr  J- 
Lawson,  Sir  W. 
Lawson,  H-  L-  W- 
Lewis,  T.  P. 
^lacdonald,  T^.  A. 
MacNeill,  J.  O.  S. 


M*Cartan,  M. 
M*Carthy,  J. 
McCarthy,  J.  H. 
M*Donald,  P. 
M'Kenna,  Sir  J.  N. 
M^Lagan,  P. 
Mayne,  T. 
Nolan,  Colonel  J.  P. 
Nolan,  J. 
O'Brien,  J.  F.  X. 
O'Brien,  P. 
O'Brien,  P.  J. 
O'Connor,  A. 
O'Connor,  J.  (Kerry) 
O'Connor,  J.(Tippry.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P. 
O'Doherty,  J.  E. 
O'Hanlon,  T. 
O'Kelly,  J. 
Pease,  A.  E. 
Pickersgill,  E.  H. 
Pinkerton,  J. 
Powell,  W.  R.  H. 
Power,  P.  J. 
Power,  R. 
Pyne,  J.  D. 
Quinn,  T. 

Redmond,  W.  H.  K. 
Reynolds,  W.  J, 
Roberts,  J.  B. 
Rowlands,  J. 
Rowntree,  J. 
Schwann,  C.  E. 
Sexton,  T. 
Sheehan,  J.  D. 
Stack,  J. 
Stuart,  J. 
Sullivan,  D. 
Sullivan,  T.  D. 
Tanner,  C.  K. 
Tuite,  J. 
Will,  J.  S. 
Williams,  A.  J. 
Williamson,  J. 
Wilson,  H.  J, 

TELLERS. 

Biggar,  J.  G. 
SheU,  E. 


Ordered,  That,  at  Ten  o'clock  p.m.  on  Friday 
the  1 7th  day  of  June,if  the  Criminal  Law  Amend- 
ment (Ireland)  Bill  bo  not  previously  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  the 
Chairman  shall  put  forthwith  the  Question  or 
Questions  on  any  Amendment  or  Motion  already 
proposed  from  the  Chair.  He  shall  next  proceed 
and  successively  put  forthwith  the  Questions, 
That  any  Clause  then  under  consideration,  and 
each  remaining  Clause  in  the  Bill,  stand  part  of 
the  Bill,  unless  Progress  be  moved  as  herein- 
after provided.  After  the  Clauses  are  disposed 
of,  he  shall  forthwith  report  the  Bill,  as 
amended,  to  the  House. 

From  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Order,  no 
Motion  That  the  Chairman  do  leave  the  Chair, 
or  do  report  Progress,  shall  be  allowed,  unless 
moved  by  one  of  the  Members  in  charge  of  the 
Bill,  and  the  Question  on  such  Motion  shall  be 
put  forthwith. 

If  Progress  be  reported  on  the  17th  June,  the 
Chairman  shall  put  this  Order  in  force  in  any 
subsequent  sitting  of  the  Committee. 

ORDER    OF  TEE  DAT. 


CRIMINAL    LAW    AMENDMENT    (IRE- 
LAND) BILL.— [Bill  217.] 
{Mr.  Arthur  Balfour,  Mr,  Secretary  Matthews^ 
Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland.) 
COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''  That  this  House  will,  upon  Monday 
next,  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee 
on  the  BilL"— (i/ir.  A.  J.  Balfour.) 

Mr.  T.  M.  healy  (Longford,  N.): 
I  beg  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  set  down 
for  to-morrow  (Saturday).  I  think  that 
as  we  are  to  have  the  Bill  reported  next 
Friday,  the  very  least  we  can  ask  is  that 
the  Bill  should  be  taken  to-day.  It 
would  be  too  much  to  go  on  with  the 
Bill  now — the  oflRcers  of  the  House  de- 
serve some  consideration  at  our  hands — 
but  it  would  be  reasonable  to  consider 
the  measure  again  to-day.  Seeing  that 
Saturday  is  an  ofE-day,  I  do  not  think 
anybody  will  grudge  the  Irish  Members 
the  opportunity  of  considering  the  Bill 
to-day.  Even  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Member  for  Hossendale  (the  Marquess 
of  Hartington)  will  not  grudge  the  Irish 
Members  a  Saturday  Sitting  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  Bill.  I,  therefore,  trust 
the  Government  will  see  their  way  to 
consent  to  a  Sitting  to-day.  There  is, 
perhaps,  one  obstacle  in  the  way,  but  I 
do  not  think  the  House  will  regard  it  as 
insurmountable,  and  that  is  the  Naval 
Eeview  at  Portsmouth.   The  Irish  Mem- 
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bers  are  quite  willing  to  save  the  time  of 
the  nation  and  preserve  the  dignity  of  the 
House  by  going  on  with  the  Bill  to- 
morrow, when  really  you  cannot  say  you 
have  any  other  Business  to  transact. 
What  is  the  objection  to  take  the  Bill 
to-morrow?  My  Motion  will  test  the 
sincerity,  the  bona  fides^  of  Members  of 
the  House  who  talk  about  their  sacri- 
fices. Are  you  prepared  to  sacrifice  the 
Naval  Eeview  ?  We  shall  see  whether 
you  prefer  your  Buffalo  Bill  programme 
to  the  Business  of  the  House.  I  beg  to 
move  the  omission  of  '*  Monday,"  and 
the  insertion  of  **  To-morrow." 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  words  "upon  Monday  next,"  in 
order  to  insert  the  word  **  To-morrow," 
— (i/r.  T,  M,  Eealy,) — instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  the  words 
'  upon  Monday  next,'  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  am  unable  to 
accept  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman;  indeed,  I  cannot 
think  it  is  made  seriously.  Through- 
out the  discussion  this  evening  we  have 
'poken  of  five  days  next  week,  and  no 
reference  whatever  has  been  made  to  a 
Sitting  to-day.  It  would  be  most  unfair 
and  unjust  to  the  officers  of  the  House 
to  fix  a  Sitting  for  to-day,  and,  therefore, 
I  must  refuse  the  proposal  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman. 

Me.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  I  very 
much  regret  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury, now  he  has  got  his  Motion,  has 
shown  with  what  little  fair-play  he  de- 
sires the  House  should  treat  us.  We 
are  fighting  for  the  liberties  and  the 
fortunes  of  our  people.  We  are  fighting 
to  prevent  in  future  atrocities  such  as 
have  occurred  at  Glenbeigh  and  Bodyke ; 
we  are  fighting  that  old  women  shall  not 
be  batoned  by  your  policemen.  We 
want  every  hour  between  this  and  Friday 
next  at  10  o'clock.  What  is  the  answer 
we  receive  ?  Virtually,  it  is  that  there 
is  a  Naval  Beview  to-morrow  which  hon. 
Members  wish  to  witness.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers who  were  returned  pledged  to  do 
justice  to  Ireland  will  not  sit  this  day, 
will  not  give  up  the  miserable  spectacle 
at  Portsmouth  to-day,  and  thus  enable 
us  to  defend  the  liberties  of  our  people. 
[**0h,  oh!"j  It  is  very  easy  to  cry 
"  Oh,  oh  ! "  but  they  will  not  give  up 
this  miserable  Beview  in  order  that  we 
may   do    something    to   mitigate    the 
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evils  of  this  Bill,  and  discuss  many 
important  questions  which  still  remain 
to  be  discussed,  I  must  say  I  thought 
some  Members  of  the  House  would 
have  had  fair-play  enough  in  them  to 
agree  to  sit  to-day.  The  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  has  told  us  we  said  nothing 
earlier  in  the  evening  about  a  Saturday 
Sitting.  We  said  something  about  ex- 
tending the  time  till  the  24th  instant,  and 
we  were  met  with  the  statement  that, 
owing  to  the  state  of  Public  Business, 
such  an  extension  of  time  was  impos- 
sible. There  is  no  Public  Business  to 
be  transacted  to-morrow  except  the 
Naval  Beview.  The  Motion  of  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  is  one  which  recom- 
mends itself. 

Mk.  CONYBEABE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  I  am  surprised  that  the  natural 
sense  of  humour  which  the  Leader  of 
the  House  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  possesses 
should  have  induced  him  to  suppose 
that  this  Motion  was  not  made  in  a 
serious  spirit.  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  was  made  in  a  serious  spirit  or  not; 
but  I  can  only  assure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  I  rise  in  a  serious  spirit  to 
support  it.  Whatever  the  spirit  of  self- 
sacrifice  which  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
are  so  fond  of  talking  about  may  be,  I 
am  perfectly  prepared  to  sacrifice  the 
17«.  I  have  paid  for  a  ticket  for  the 
special  train  to-day.  I  have  a  great 
regard  for  the  courtesy  of  the  noble  and 
gallant  Lord  (Lord  Charles  Beresford) 
who  has  invited  us  to  take  part  in  this 
Beview,  and  I  take  great  interest  in 
naval  tactics  and  the  benefit  which  will 
result  from  the  Beview ;  but  I  have  a 
far  greater  regard  for  the  dignity  of 
this  House.  I  think  that,  in  view  of  the 
revolutionary  tactics  of  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  it  is  our  bounden  duty 
to  do  what  we  can  to  mitigate  the 
viciousness  of  the  precedent  he  is  setting 
up.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  have  a 
continuous  Sitting  until  10  o'clock  on 
Friday  next.  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  with  that  admirable  innocence 
which  becomes  him  so  well — f  Crw#  of 
**  Divide  !  "]— with  i\i9it—\^Renewed critt 
of  *'  Divide  !  "]— with  thnX-^lRtnewd 
cries  of  **  Divide !  "]  I  ask,  what  have 
we  to  think  of  the  sincerity  of  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury — [^Cri$M  of 
** Divide! "J— the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury — [^Renewed  cries  of  *  *  Divide !  "1 
— the  First  Lord  of  the  Treaaoiy — [Re^ 
I  netoed  cries  of  "  Divide ! "] 
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Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
beg  to  aak  jou  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  is 
speaking  to  the  Question  before  the 
H0UB6? 

Mit.  SPEAKEE ;  I  regret  the  whole 
tone  of  this  debate.  I  regard  the  tone 
in  which  the  debate  on  this  eubject  is 
conducted  as  a  disf^ace  to  the  House. 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  1  claim  to  move, 
"  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put  aecordingly,  "That  the 
Question  be  now  pat." 

The  H.0US6  divided  .-—Ajes  202;  Koes 
73:  M8Jorityl29.— (Di7.Li8t,No.  221.) 
[2.10  a.m.] 

Question  put,  "  That  this  House  will, 
upon  Monday  next,  lesoWe  itself  into 
the  said  Committee." 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  203;  Noes 
72:  MajoritylSl.— (DiT.List,  No.  222.) 
[2.25  A.M.] 

JfOTIOJU. 


ADJOURNMENT  OP  THE  HOUSE. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 
{Mr.  W.E.  Smith.) 

Mk.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.): 
I  see  no  reason  whatever  for  this  pro- 
posal on  behalf  of  the  Government.  We 
are  often  told  of  the  serious  purpose  for 
which  this  House  exists,  and  yet  we 
have  this  Motion  made  at  this  early 
hour  of  the  morning  in  order  to  consult 
the  private  convenience  and  private 
pleasure  of  hon.  Gentlemen,  These  are 
the  Gentlemen  who  talk  about  their 
sacrifices  to  the  country.  I  should  like 
to  know  what  reason  the  Government 
have  to-night  above  any  other  night  for 
moving  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
without  goiog  through  the  Orders  of 
the  Day  ?  They  offer  no  explanation 
why  they  make  this  Motion.  The  whole 
series  of  Orders  are  to  be  gone  through  ; 
and  we  shall  be  told  on  another  occasion 
that  some  of  these  Orders  are  of  the 
utmost  importance.  If  these  Ordi 
are  of  the  utmost  importance  on  other 
occasions,  they  are  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance now.  What  is  the  reason  the 
Qovernmeot  consider  hon.  Members 
should  no  longer  be  kept  up  ?  When 
tiie  Qovemmont  want  to  make  progresi 


they  want  to  go  to  a  Naval  Beview,  they 
can  move  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
at  half-past  2  o'clock.  This  is  the 
measure  of  the  seriouBness  of  the  Tory 
Party.  We  hear  a  great  deal  about  the 
degradation    of    the    House    of    Com- 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
claim  to  move,  "That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

Question  put  accordingly,  "That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  203  ;  Noes 
71 ;  Majority  132.— (Div.  List,  No.  238.) 
[2.40  A.M.] 

Question  put,  "That  this  House  do 
now  adjourn." 

The  House  iiWAii.— Ayes  203;  Noes 
71 :  Majority  132.— (Dlv.  List,  No.  224.) 
[2.55  A.M.] 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS. 
Monday,  13lhJtine,  1B87. 


MINUTES.]— Pdblic  Bill— Commt (to -Irish 

Land  Law  (IOG-122). 
PnovisioKAL  Ordbh  Bilis  —  Mrit  Rtading  — 

Local    GoveroDient    (Poor    Law)   (No.   3)" 

(118);     Local    Government    (Gas)"    (119); 

Local  Government  (No.  2)  ■  (120). 
Beemd  Sending— Comoioat  Kegulation  (Ewet)  ' 

(108);     CommoDB    RegulaUon     (Lajndon)* 

(107}. 
Committee— Report— Viet  and  Harbour"  (103). 

CENTRAL  ASIA— AFFAIRS  OF  AFGHAN- 
ISTAN—QUESTION. 

The  Eam,  of  EOSEBEEY  :  I  rise  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  a 
Question  of  which  I  have  given  him 
private  Notice,  Whether  he  bos  any  in- 
ibrmation  to  communicate  to  the  House 
with  respect  to  affairs  iu  Afghanistan? 

The  SEOEETAEY  of  STATE  foe 
INDIA  (VJBComit  Crohs)  :  I  am  always 
very  happy  to  communicate  any  in- 
formation I  may  have  on  this  as  well  as 
other  matters,  especially  with  regard  to  . 
Afghanistan,  where  rumours  are  so  tife 
in  public  prints  that  one  hardly  knows 
what  ia  going  on.      I    am   afraid    my 
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Viceroy  telegraphed  on  the  2nd  of  June 
that  no  fighting  had  recently  occurred 
between  the  Ameer's  troops  and  the 
Ghilzais,  and  so  recently  as  the  9th 
instant  Lord  Dufferin  reported  that  there 
did  not  seem  to  Le  much  change  in  the 
position  of  affairs. 

IKISH  LAND  LAW  BILL.— (No.  106.) 
{The  Lord  Privy  Sealj  Earl  Cadogan,) 

COMMITTEE. 

House  in  Committee  (on  Ee-commit- 
ment)  according  to  Order. 

Equitable   Jurisdiction 

Clause  20  (Power  of   court  to  stay 
Bviction). 

LoED  FITZGEEALD  said,  he  rose  to 
move  an  Amendment  to  the  clause  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  preventing 
landlords  from  evading  the  equitable 
jurisdiction  intended  to  be  given  by  the 
clause  by  having  recourse  to  an  iaction 
for  the  recovery  of  rent  instead  of  to  an 
action  of  ejectment,  and  thus  rendering 
the  equitable  jurisdiction  of  the  Court 
inoperative*  If  a  landlord  had  two 
tenants  each  owing  £50,  ho  might  biing 
an  action  of  ejectment  for  non-payment 
of  rent  against  one,  and  the  tenant  in 
that  case  would  be  entitled  to  relief 
under  the  equitable  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court.  But  the  landlord,  in  the  case  of 
the  other  tenant,  might  bring  an  action 
for  recovery  of  rent,  obtain  a  speedy 
judgment,  issue  execution,  and  sell  the 
tenant's  interest  or  purchase  it  in  at  a 
nominal  price.  The  tenant  so  proceeded 
against  would  not  be  entitled  to  equit- 
able relief.  There  appeared  to  be  no 
good  reason  why  one  of  these  tenants 
should  be  entitled  to  equitable  relief 
more  than  another,  and  his  Amendment 
sought  to  remove  the  objection  in  this 
respect. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  12,  line 
15,  after  (**  recovery  ")  to  insert  (**  of 
the  rent ".)— (7%5  Lord  Fitzgerald.) 

Toe  LOED  PEIVY  SEAL  (Earl 
Cadogan)  said,  he  could  not  accept  the 
Amendment.  It  imposed  an  undue  limi- 
tation that  would  defeat  the  object  of 
the  clause. 

Lord  HEESCHELL,  in  supporting  the 
Amendment,  said,  that  the  object  of  the 
clause  was  to  enable  the  County  Court 
Judge  to  exercise  an  equitable  jurisdic- 
tion of  restraint  when  a  landlord  was 
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harshly  exercising  his  power.  If  the 
landlord  wished  to  exercise  his  right  un- 
reasonably and  harshly,  the  Govern- 
ment left  open  to  him  a  means  of  so 
doing  which  would  absolutely  destroy 
the  object  of  the  clause.  The  landlord 
could  bring  his  action  for  non-payment 
of  rent  and  could  sell  the  tenant's  in- 
terest without  interference.  That  was 
a  course  not  unfrequently  adopted,  and 
would,  at  the  present  moment,  be  uni- 
versally adopted  by  harsh  landlords  in 
order  to  effectually  dispose  of  their 
tenants,  unless  the  Amendment  was 
adopted.  The  clause  would  be  abso- 
lutely valueless,  if  landlords  would  never 
proceed  by  action  for  ejectment,  but  by 
action  for  recovery  of  rent. 

The  LOED  CHANCELLOE  op  IEE- 
L  AND  (Lord  Ashboxtbne)  said,  that  the 
clause  was  intended  to  deal  with  the 
landlords  in  the  exercise  of  their  special 
power  as  landlords.  The  Amendment 
took  up  very  different  grounds,  and  pro- 
posed to  tie  the  landlord's  hands  when 
they  put  in  force  the  remedy  of  ordinary 
creditors.  This,  while  tying  the  hands 
of  the  landlords,  would  leave  ordinary 
creditors  free. 

Lokd  FITZGEEALD  said,  that  he 
wished  to  prevent  this  clause — admir- 
ably devised  for  the  good  of  the  tenant 
— from  being  rendered  of  no  avail.  As 
had  been  pointed  out  unless  the  Amend- 
ment was  accepted,  landlords,  instead  of 
bringing  actions  of  ejectment,  would 
bring  actions  for  recovery  of  rent,  and 
thus  escape  the  equitable  jurisdiction. 
He,  himself,  had  had  occasion  to  try  1 3 
cases  in  one  day,  in  which  a  noble  Lord 
brought  actions  for  recovery  of  rent, 
secured  judgment,  and  obtained  from, 
the  Sheriff  conveyances  of  the  tenants' 
interests,  thereby  gaining  in  one  day 
absolute  control  over  the  interests  of  the 
tenants.  If  this  Amendment  was  not 
accepted  the  clause  would  be  a  delusion. 
Earl  SPENCEE  said,  he  hoped  their 
Lordships  would  not  be  guided  entirely 
by  the  arguments  used  by  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  (Earl  Cadogan)  and  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  Ireland.  There  was  a  great 
deal  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the  Amend- 
ment. The  fact  was,  that  if  these  pro* 
ceedings  became  at  all  common  in  Ir^ 
land  the  benevolent  intentions  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  would  really  be 
defeated ;  because  landlords,  instead  of 
proceeding  as  they  did  now  bj  rmmm  oC 
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eJMtment  for  noa-pB^ment  of  rent, 
would  adopt  the  other  course,  and  in 
that  case  the  beneficial  intention  of  thie 
clause  would  be  entirely  lost.  He  hoped 
the  Qovemmest  would  not  abaolutety 
refuse  to  accede  to  the  Amendment,  but 
would  consider  it  really  in  the  interest 
of  their  own  Bill.  If  they  did  not,  the 
operation  of  this  clause  might  be  made 
nugatory. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  SE- 
CRETARY OF  STATE  FOR  FOREIGN 
APFAIE8(The  Makquess  of  Salibbdry) 
aaid,  that  the  object  of  the  Bill  and  the 
Qovernment  was  to  deal  with  an  evil 
which  existed  and  which  was  very 
spicuous.     That  evil  had  done,  and  was 
at  present  doing  a  great  deal  of  harm. 
It  was  the  tendency  of  a  very  small  num- 
ber, but  still  of  a  certain  number,  of 
Irish  landlords  to  have  recourse  to  evic- 
tions which,  though  just  in  law,  were 
unreasonable   and   harsh   in   practice. 
That  was  the  evil  with  which  the  Bill 
dealt.    No  one  denied  that  it  existed. 
Bat  now  they  were  asked  to  extend  the 
Bill  to  an  evil  which  did  not  exist,  or 
that  did  not  exist  to  any  noticeable  ex- 
tent.   They  were  asked  to  deal  with  a 
possible  action  on  the  part  of  landlords 
to  obtain  the  same  results  through  a 
very  circuitous  and  costly  prooeas.    If 
they  were  to  be  asked  to  do  this,  he  must 
ask  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Fitzgerald)  whether  hie  Amend- 
ment went  far  enough  ?    If  the  tenant 
was  to  be  prevented,  in  all  circumstances, 
from  having  his  holding  sold  in  satisfaC' 
tion  of  his  debts,  there  would  not  be  a 
vestige  or  shadow  of  reason  why  the 
laodlord  should  be  the  sole  victim  of  that 
process;  it  must  be  extended  to  every 
tradesman — to  the  keeper  of  the  whisky 
shop  and  to  the  gombeen  manJ     There 
was  not  a  shadow  of  a  defence  for  limit- 
ing; it  to  the  landlord.     The  noble  and 
learnedLorddidnotproposeto  take  that 
course  of  extending  it.    The  truth  was, 
they  were  dealing  by  this  Bill  with  an 
exceptional  privilege  granted  to  landlords 
only — namely,  the  power  of  evicting  for 
non-payment  of  rent.     They  were  now 
invited  to  go  a  step  further,  and  to  deal 
with  a  remedy  which  was  open  to  all 
classes  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  alike 
as  ag'ainst  the  man  who  did  not  pay  his 
debts.     It  was  a  tremendous  demand  to 
make    upon  them,  and  he  could  not 


would  be  wise  to  concede  it,  even  if  it 
were  made  general.  But  it  would  be 
nothing  but  the  giossest  and  most  gro- 
tesque partiality  to  limit  it  to  the  land- 
lord alone. 

Lord  FITZGERALD  said,  the 
noble  Marquess  opposite  (The  Marquess 
of  Salisbury)  did  not  trouble  himself 
to  read  the  Irish  newspapers,  or  he 
would  see  that  cases  of  the  kind  be 
had  referred  to  were  of  frequent  occur- 
rence. The  Sherifi  gave  notice  of  the 
sale  of  a  holding ;  a  turbulent  crowd 
attended,  and  eventually,  the  tenant- 
right  was  knocked  down  at  a  nominal 
sum  to  the  landlord.  He  might  also 
point  out  that  in  case  an  ordinary  creditor 
obtained  an  execution,  he  would  sell  the 
tenant's  right  only  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  rent  dae  to  the  landlord,  so 
that  the  landlord  was  no  loser.  The 
landlord  was  secured  as  against  the  ac- 
tion of  an  ordinary  creditor,  and  there 
would  be  no  harm  in  restraining  him 
from  the  harsh  exercise  of  his  rights. 
Unless  their  Lordships  accepted  the 
Amendment  the  clause  would  be  but  a 
sham,  and  he  was  certain  that  their 
Lordships  did  not  so  intend. 

Lord  INOHIQUIN  said,  the  Bill 
dealt  hardly  with  landlords  in  many  re- 
spects, and  they  were  entitled  to  same 
consideration  for  not  opposing  it,  as  they 
might  have  done  on  the  second  reading. 
If  this  clause  was  altered,  aa  proposed  by 
the  Amendment,  the  effect  would  be  for 
a  long  time  to  prevent  landlords  getting 
any  rent  whatever.  The  only  safe- 
guard they  had  left  was  this  power  of 
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Amendment  disagreed  to. 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Viscount  De 
VEsoijthefollowing  Amendment  made : — 
In  page  1 2,  line  22,  after  the  words  ("  be- 
lieving that,")  by  inserting  (**  having 
regard  to  the  interests  of  both  the  land- 
lord and  the  tenant "). 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said,  he  rose 
to  move  an  Amendment,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  provide  that  in  the  case  of 
a  tenant  who  was  unable  to  pay  arrears 
of  rent,  the  Court  might  "upon  appli- 
cation by  the  tenant,"  order  that  the 
arrears  of  rent  and  the  costs,  or  such  sum 
in  satisfaction  thereof  as  might  be  agreed 
on  between  the  parties,  should  be  paid 
by  such  instalments  as  the  Court  might 
appoint.  The  noble  Lord  argued  in 
favour  of  the  Amendment  in  connection 
with  another  which  he  had  on  the  Paper 
callingforafull  disclosureof  the  tenants 
afiPairs  and  insolvency  by  means  of  a 
filed  affidavit.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
a  tenant  should  file  an  affidavit  giving  a 
full  disclosure  to  the  Court  of  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  debts  due  by  him,  whether 
secured  or  unsecured,  his  assets,  and 
any  interest  he  might  hare  in  his  hold- 
ing. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  12,  sub- 
section (I),  hue  25,  before  the  word 
('*  order  "),  insert  (•*  upon  application  by 
the  tenant").— (7%^  Lord  CaetUiown.) 

The  lord  PRIVY  SEAL  (Earl 
Cadooan)  said,  the  noble  Lord  had  given 
good  reasons  for  his  second  Amendment, 
and  the  Government  were  prepared  to 
accept  it.  They  could  not,  however,  ac- 
cept the  Amendment  just  moved. 

LoED  FITZGERALD  said,  that  a 
tenant  mic^ht  neither  be  bankrupt  nor 
insolvent,  but  still  unable  to  pay  at  that 
particular  juncture.  In  that  case  an 
extension  of  time  would  be  highly  de- 
sirable; but  as  matters  stood  the  tenant 
was  called  upon  to  make  a  complicated 
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affidavit.    The  soble  Lord  was  really 
anticipating  the  Bankruptcy  Law. 

Amendment  (Jby  leave  of  the  Oom- 
mittee)  withdraum. 

LoKD  FITZGERALD  said,  he  rose  to 
move  an  Amendment  with  the  object  of 
providing  that  in  the  case  of  a  tenant 
who  could  not  pay  his  arrear  claims  the 
Court  might  order  that  the  arrears  of 
rent  and  costs,  or  such  sum  in  satisfac- 
tion thereof  as  might  be  agreed  on 
between  the  parties,  ''  or  in  default  of 
agreement  as  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
Court,''  should  be  paid  by  such  instal- 
ments as  the  Court  might  appoint.  Such 
a  provision  had  worked  well  in  the  case 
of  the  crofters,  and  in  his  opinion  the 
powers  conferred  on  the  Crofter  Com- 
mission in  this  respect  should  be  granted 
to  the  County  Court  Judges  in  L'eland. 

Amendment  moved^  in  page  12,  line 
26,  after  (** parties "), insert  ("or  in  de- 
fault of  agreement  as  shall  be  fixed  by 
the  Court.") 

Eabl  CADOGAN  said,  it  might  assist 
their  Lordships  in  the  discussion  of 
these  clauses,  if  he  stated  that  it  was 
quite  impossible  for  the  Government  to 

five  up  any  part  of  the  equitable  juris- 
iction  which  the  Bill  proposed  to  invest 
in  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy.      A  tenant 
who  by  reason  of  his  insolvency  claimed 
the  assistance  of  the  law  rendered  him- 
self liable  to  proceedings  in  Bankruptcy, 
and  should  therefore  show  the  genuine- 
ness of  his  inability  to  pay  rent.     The 
Amendment  would  introduce  a  very  ob- 
jectionable   distinction    which    would 
result  in  a  general  and  annual  revision 
o£  judicial  rents.    Under  the  circum- 
stances, the  Government  must  ask  the 
Souse  to  reject  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  moved, 

Xn   i>age  12,  subsection  (l),  line  27,  to  add, 
after  the    word    (**appoint,")— (**  Upon  any 
011  cli    application  the  tenant  shall  in  the  pre- 
scribed manner  file  an  affidavit  making  full 
disclosure  and  giving  particulars  of  the  debts 
due  by  him,  whether  secured  or  unsecured,  and, 
If  secured,  the  nature  of  any  such  security,  and 
of  bis    assets,  whether  consisting  of  money  or 
securities  for  money,  the  value  of  the  interest 
in  bis  bolding,  his  farming  stock  and  chattels 
of  ev'ory  description,  whether  in  his  own  hands 
or  in  tbose  of  any  other  person  on  his  behalf.") 
(  ^Vks  J^rd  Castletoum.) 

Ik>ki>  ASHBOUENE  said,  that  in 
accerdazice  with  the  promise  already 
^ven    by  his  noble  Friend  the  Lord 


Privy  Seal  (Earl  Oadogan),  he  would  ac- 
cept the  Amendment  in  principle.  Its 
terms  would,  howeyer,  require  re-casting, 
and  he  would  suggest  as  perhaps  the 
most  convenient  course  that  the  Amend- 
ment so  re-cast  should  be  presented  on 
Beport.  He  thought  it  would  be  wiser, 
instead  of  the  words  of  the  noble  Lord, 
to  indicate  that  the  affidavit  should  be  in 
a  prescribed  form  setting  forth  pre- 
scribed particulars  which  would  give  the 
fullest  information  in  order  to  enable 
the  Court  to  come  to  a  fair  decision. 

LoBD  CASTLETOWN  said,  he  was 
willing  to  comply  with  the  suggestion 
of  his  noble  and  learned  Friend,  and 
would  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) mthdrawn. 

The  Duke  OF  ABERCORN,  in  moving, 
as  an  Amendment,  to  insert  as  a  Proviso 
to  the  1st  subsection  of  Clause  20 — 

'*  Provided,  however,  that  the  execntion  of 
the  judgment  for  any  balance  that  may  remain 
due  on  account  thereof  shall  not  be  stayed  for 
a  longer  period  than  eighteen  months  from  the 
date  thereof," 

said,  that  the  object  of  the  Amendment 
was  to  prevent  a  County  Court  Judge 
from  having  the  power  to  fix  an  unduly 
long  period  for  payment  of  instalments. 
He  might  conceivably  fix  a  period  as 
long  as  5  years,  which  would  be  very 
inconvenient  in  the  interest  of  the  land- 
lord. 

Amendment  moved, 

In  sub-section  (1),  line  27,  after  ("  appoint "), 
insert  (''  Provided,  however,  that  the  execution 
of  the  judgment  for  any  balance  that  may  remain 
due  on  account  thereof  shall  not  be  stayed  for 
a  longer  period  than  eighteen  months  from  the 
date  tiiereof  '*). — {The  Duke  of  Abereorn.) 

Eael  CADOGAN  said,  he  hoped  the 
noble  Duke  would  not  press  the  Amend- 
ment. The  case  put  was  an  extreme 
one,  and  where  the  power  was  purely 
discretionary  it  seemed  useless  to  hz. 
such  a  limitation.  Moreover,  the  very 
mention  of  a  period  of  18  months  might 
induce  the  Judge  to  think  that  in  most 
cases  he  ought  to  give  it. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) mthdrawn. 

The  Duke  of  ABERCORN  moved  to 
insert  the  following  Proviso  at  the  end 
of  the  section : — 

*'  Provided  also,  that  where  the  landlord  lins 
offered  to  accept  in  full  satisfaction  of  the 
arrears  of  rent  such  lesser  sum,  payable  either 
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in  one  pa3nnent  or  by  instalments  as  the  Court 
shall  think  reasonable,  and  the  tenant  has 
refused  such  offer,  no  stay  of  execution  shall 
be  granted  under  this  section." 

The  eflfect  of  the  Amendment  would  be 
to  induce  the  landlord  to  make  a  reason- 
able offer  to  his  tenant,  and  also  to  deter 
tenants  from  refusing  or  combining  to- 
gether to  refuse  to  accept  any  fair  ofiPer 
from  the  landlord.  The  effect,  therefore, 
would  be  to  preyent  litigation. 

Amendment  moved, 

In  sub-section  (l),line  27,  after ("  appoint*'), 
insert  (*•  Provided  also,  that  where  the  landlord 
has  offered  to  accept  in  full  satisfaction  of  the 
arrears  of  rent  such  lesser  sum,  payable  either 
in  one  payment  or  by  instalments,  as  the  Court 
shall  think  reasonable,  and  the  tenant  has 
refused  such  offer,  no  stay  of  execution  shall 
be  g^nted  under  Uiis  section "). — {^The  Duke  of 
Ahereom.) 

Thb  Eabl  of  BELMORE  said,  he 
should  support  the  Amendment,  which, 
in  his  opinion,  would  tend  to  prevent 
litigation,  and  enormous  expenditure  in 
the  way  of  costs.  The  costs  in  bank- 
ruptcy in  the  now  well-known  case  of 
**  0' Grady  v,  Maroney,"  were  said  to  be 
considerably  in  excess  of  the  rent  due. 
The  Amendment  of  his  noble  Friend 
was  in  no  way  hostile  to  the  Bill. 

Eabl  OADOQAN  said,  that  any 
friendly  arrangement  between  a  land- 
lord and  his  tenant  calculated  to  prevent 
them  entering  upon  legal  proceedings 
undoubtedly  must  have  their  best  sym- 
pathy. On  the  whole,  while  he  had 
some  doubt  as  to  the  wording  as  to 
reference  of  payment  by  instalments 
was  legal,  he  was  prepared  to  accept 
the  Amendment,  subject  to  a  recasting 
of  the  words,  if  necessary,  upon  Report. 

Amendment  agreed  to, 

LoKD  FITZGERALD  said,  he  begged 
to  move  an  Amendment  to  modify  the 
second  sentence  of  the  2nd  sub-section 
of  this  clause,  that  it  should  read  thus — 

"  If  default  is  made  in  complying  with  the 
order  of  the  Court  for  the  payment  of  the  first 
or  any  subsequent  instalment,  the  stay  upon 
the  execution  of  the  judgment  shall  be  re- 
moved, and  it  may  thereupon  be  executed  in 
due  form  of  law." 

The  Amendment  was  intended  to  meet 
the  case  where  a  tenant,  unable  to  pay 
the  full  amount  from  no  fault  of  his 
own,  was,  nevertheless,  willing  to  pay 
by  instalments ;  if  such  a  tenant  failed 
to  pay  a  subsequent  instalment  there- 
upon, the  landlord  would  be  entitled  to 

The  Duke  of  Ahercorn 


call  upon  the  Court  to  put  him  in  pos- 
session, to  eject  the  tenant,  and  deprive 
him  entirely  of  his  right  to  reside  tliere. 
By  a  peculiarity  of  the  law  in  Ireland, 
this  power  might  operate  harshly  upon 
the  tenant.  The  right  of  execution  as 
at  present  given  to  the  landlord  was 
unnecessarily  hard  upon  the  tenant,  and 
time  should  be  given,  seeing  that  the 
tenant  would  be  compelled  to  pay  all — 
interest,  principal,  and  redemption. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  12,  leave 
out  lines  33  and  34,  and  insert  ("  and  it 
may  thereupon  be  executed  in  due  form 
of  law").— (^Atf  Lord  Fitzgerald.) 

LoED  ASHBOURNE  said,  that  this 
Amendment  was  one  of  great  import- 
ance, and  would,  no  doubt,  commend 
itself  to  many.  There  was  a  difference, 
however,  between  the  cases  where  the 
time  given  by  the  Courts  was  a  long 
period,  such  as  nine  or  ten  months  or  a 
year,  and  cases  where  the  stay  of  exe- 
cution was  granted  for  only  a  short 
time.  In  cases  where  the  time  for  paying 
the  instalment  was  only  for  a  few  weeks, 
it  was  not  unreasonable  that  this  stay  of 
execution  should  be  granted.  But  if 
they  took  the  case  which  was  far  more 
likely  to  arise,  of  a  stay  of  execution  for 
nine  or  ten  months  or  a  year,  then  it 
would  be  a  question  which  would  re- 
quire  examination  whether  the  tenant 
should,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  be  at 
liberty  to  start  with  the  right  of  six 
months'  further  relief. 

Lord  HERSCHELL  said,  he  thought 
that  if  there  were  two  classes  of  cases  so 
extremely  different  they  might  be  dealt 
with  differently.  What  they  had  to 
consider  was  in  what  position  the  tenant 
would  be  put  by  this  clause.  It  waB 
desired  to  make  it  a  real  protection  to 
the  tenant,  and  he  would  point  out  that 
if  a  tenant  were  only  allowed  three 
months  by  the  County  Court  Judge  to 
pay  an  instalment  which  he  was  really 
unable  to  pay,  he  would  be  in  a  worse 
position  than  if  he  had  been  allowed  by 
the  landlord  to  remain  for  six  months. 

Eabl  CADOGAN  said,  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  Amendment  was  a  fair  one, 
and  he  had  no  objection,  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  to  accept  it. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  movedf 

In  page  12,  at  end  of  sub-section  (2],  line  38» 
add^C  Provided  that  upon  any  such  sale  aH 
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arrears  of  rent  and  the  costs  then  due  to  the 
landlord  shall  be  paid  in  full  out  of  the  pur- 
chase-money, and  shall  be  the  first  charge 
thereon.")— (TAtf  Earlof  Kilmorey.) 

Earl  CADOGAN  said,  he  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment.  It  was  un- 
necessary, for  the  Land  Act  of  1881  had 
already  made  the  provision. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Oom- 
mittee)  toithdrawn. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  21  (Jurisdiction  in  bankruptcy 
by  consent). 

The  Earl  of  KILMOREY,  in  moving, 
in  page  13,  line  19,  after  **  execution," 
to  omit  the  following  words  : — 

**  And  may,  where  the  holding  is  subject  to  a 
statutory  term,  fix  the  rent  to  be  paid  for  the 
residue  of  such  statutory  term  then  unexpired, 
at  such  moment  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
a  thrifty  and  industrious  tenant  might  reason- 
ably be  expected  continuously  to  pay," 

said,  that  there  was  not  a  single  point 
in  the  whole  Bill  to  which  there  was 
greater  unanimity  of  objection  than  to 
permitting  the  County  Court  Judge  to 
tamper  with  the  rents  fixed  by  the  Land 
Commissioners.     One  peculiarity  of  our 
legislation  with  regard  to  Ireland  was  a 
want  of  finality  which  prevented  that 
confidence  which  ought  to  be  felt  in 
carrying  out  remedial  measures.    He 
would  ask  Herlilajesty*s Government  not 
to  cause  that  confusion  which  would  be 
sure  to  arise  from  allowing  the  Bill  before 
the  House  to  override  the  Act  of  1881. 
A  County  Court  Judge  was  a  lawyer 
pure  and  simple,  and  probably  had  no 
Knowledge  whatever  of  agriculture  or  of 
the  value  of  land.    On  the  other  hand, 
two  at  least  of  the  Land  Commissioners 
were  supposed  to  be  well  versed  in  the 
surrey  and  valuation  of  land.    There- 
fore, it  would  be  very  unfair  to  allow 
one  man  to  upset  the  judgment  come 
to  bj  properly  qualified  persons.  If  any 
County  Court  Judge  was  allowed  to  have 
this  unlimited  power  of  revising  rent 
continually,  there  woidd  be  no  finality, 
and  the  idle  and  drunken  tenant  would 
be  more  favoured  than  the  sober  and 
industrious.     He  would  appeal  to  his 
noble   Friend  (the  Lord  Privy  Seal)  to 
spare   the  Irish  landlords  at  least  the 
hiurdship  inflicted  by  this  part  of  the 
Clause. 

Amendment  moved,  in  sub-section  (2), 
line  19,  omit  words  ("And  may,  where  | 


holding  is  subject  to  a  statutory  term  ") 
to  the  word  ("pay ").— (7%tf  JSarl  of 
Kilmorey,^ 

Earl  CADOGAN  said,  he  was  sorry 
to  state  that  the  Government  had  not 
found  opinion  more  unanimous  upon  any 
point  in  the  Bill  than  on  the  proposition 
to  which  his  noble  Friend  objected.   He 
(Earl  Cadogan)  stated,  when  he  brought 
in  this  Bill,  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment were  very  unwilling  to  give 
a  power  to  revise  any  judicial  rents  fixed 
by  statutory  provision.  It  was  with  very 
great  reluctance  that  the  words  in  this 
paragraph  were  inserted  in  the  amended 
clause ;  but  the  Government  hoped  that 
the  effect  would  be  to  obviate  the  lia- 
bility to  renewed  insolvency,  and  the  pro- 
bability of  renewed  appeal  to  the  juris- 
diction   of    the  County  Court   Judge. 
There  was  great  force  in  the  contention 
of  his  noble  Friend,  especially  with  re- 
gard to   the  point  to  which  he  (Earl 
Cadogan)  had  himself  before  alluded, 
that  the  insolvent  tenant  would  obtain  a 
relief  not  granted  to  the  solvent  tenant. 
He  had  also  some  hope  that,  if  Uie 
power  of  revising  the  rent   were  not 
given  after  the  <£scharge  of  the  bank- 
rupt, the  tenant  who  had  been  white- 
washed might  be  better  able  to  pay  a 
given  rent  than  he  was  at  a  time  when 
he  was  overwhelmed  by  outside  debts, 
far  more  than  by  the  rent  due  to  the 
landlord.    Therefore,  if  the  Judge,  in 
fixing  the  rent  to  be  paid,  considered 
the  general  prospects  of  the  tenant,  he 
might  think  him  unable  to  pay  a  rental 
which,  after  he  was  relieved  from  the 
burden  of  his  debts,  he  would  be  well 
able  to  pay.     Undeir  all  the  circum- 
stances, therefore,  he  had  come  to  the 
conclusion,  not  unwillingly,  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  prepared  to  accept  the 
Amendment,  which  he  must  say  he  con- 
sidered a  reasonable  one. 

Lord  HEBSCHELL  said,  that  the 
announcement  which  the  noble  Earl  (Earl 
Cadogan)  had  just  made  was  rather  a 
startling  one.  He  had  consented  to 
strike  out  of  this  carefully  thought  pro- 
vision, which  they  understood  repre- 
sented the  views  and  intentions  of  the 
Government,  that  which  was  the  very 
essence  of  the  Bill.  It  was  evident  that 
the  only  conceivable  inducement  to  a 
tenant,  to  agree  in  an  application  that 
he  should  be  made  bankrupt  was  that 
he  might  obtain  some  relief  in  the  way 
of  reduced  rent.    The  noble  Marquoaa 
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before  now,  in  answer  to  some  observa- 
tions of  his,  contended  that  it  was 
legitimate,  when  the  tenant  was  in  the 
position  of  a  bankrupt  not  through  his 
own  fault,  that  his  rent  should  be  re- 
vised. But  what,  according  to  the  noble 
Marquess,  was  justifiable  in  the  case  of 
a  bankrupt  was  no  longer  to  be  per- 
mitted. He  gathered  from  what  had 
been  said,  that  it  was  intended  by  the 
Government  to  take  away  the  provision 
as  to  the  fixing  of  rents  from  all  the 
bankruptcy  proposals. 

Earl  OADO&AN  :  Only  as  regards 
the  residue  of  the  statutory  term. 

Lord  HEE80HELL  said,  the  pro- 
posal about  to  be  omitted  was  a  penalty 
put  upon  the  landlord  if  he  unreasonably 
refused  to  concur  with  the  tenant  in  his 
application.  The  Government  had  de- 
clared that  there  were  cases  in  which  a 
thrifty  and  industrious  tenant  could  not 
reasonably  be  expected  to  pay  the  rent 
fixed,  and  yet  they  were  taking  away 
the  only  protection  which  the  tenant 
had  if  the  landlord  refused  to  make  the 
bankruptcy  application  to  the  Oourt.  It 
was  true  that  there  was  a  provision 
against  the  unreasonable  refusal  of  the 
landlord  in  respect  of  a  particular  rent, 
but  the  matter  should  be  settled  once 
for  all. 

The  Marquess  of  S  ALI8BUEY  said, 
he  entirely  demurred  to  the  statement 
that  the  essence  of  the  Bill  was  the  re- 
vision of  rents  in  all  cases.  The  essence 
of  the  Bill  was  to  prevent  harsh  and 
unreasonable  evictions,  and  it  had  been 
stated  over  and  over  again  that,  while 
the  Government  adhered,  and  meant  to 
adhere,  to  that  object,  they  were,  when 
it  had  been  attained,  very  much  in  the 
hands  of  the  House  as  to  the  machinery 
to  be  used,  and  they  were  willing  to 
listen  to  objections  from  all  sides.  They 
had  already  yielded  something  to  noble 
Lords  opposite,  and  to  some  of  his  noble 
Friends  behind  him.  They  wished  to 
be  dogmatic  on  the  one  point  that  harsh 
and  unreasonable   evictions  should  be 

Prevented,  but  they  did  not  wish  to  be 
ogmatic  on  anything  else.  With  re- 
gard ff"  tfhe  question  raised  by  his  noble 
^'riend  the  Earl  of  Eilmorey,  of  revising 
the  rent  of  the  insolvent  tenant,  he  con- 
fessed that  if  he  were  an  Irish  landlord 
he  should  prefer  the  clause  as  it  stood, 
because  it  would  be  better  for  the  land- 
lords. But  he  had  very  little  doubt, 
from  all  that  had  reached  him,  that  the 
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landlords  in  Ireland  almost  universally 
did  not  think  so,  and  that  they  were 
very  jealous  of  the  charter  g^ven  by  the 
Act  of  1881,  which  brought  them  a  great 
deal  of  disadvantage  and  loss.    That 
charter,  they  urged,  should  not  be  in- 
terfered with,  and  no  revision  of  judicial 
rents  should  be  undertaken.     He  con- 
sidered that  there  was  ground  for  think- 
ing that  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  were 
the  most  convenient ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  there  was  a  good  deal  to  be  mi 
on  the  other  side.    It  must  be  remem- 
bered, moreover,  that  the  security  againit 
the  landlord  continuing  to  enforce  an  im- 
possible rent,  if  such  rent  there  was,  was 
very  great,  because  the  tenant,  under 
the  Bill,  if  the  Amendment  should  be 
agreed  to,  would  still  be  able  to  institute 
proceedings,  the  end  of  which  would  be 
that  his  rent  would  be   compuleorlly 
compounded,  and  that  the  rent,  if  ex- 
cessive, would  be  reduced  on  each  occa- 
sion.   On  each  occasion  there  would  be 
costs,  which,  of  course,  if  the  tenant  had 
been  the  reasonable,  and  the  landlord 
the  unreasonable  party,  would  ineyit- 
ably  be  placed  upon  the  landlord.   It 
was,  therefore,  the  landlord  who  had 
the  greatest  possible  motive  in  consider- 
ing whether  the  rent  was  reasonable  or 
not.    Was  there  any  hope,  if  they  gave 
this  power  to  the  County  Court  Judge, 
that  it  would  be  within  his  reach  so  to' 
foresee  what  would    occur   in   future 
years,  that  he  would  be  able  to  fix  an- 
other rent  which  would  not  be  liable  to 
the  same  mutability  of  human  affairs  by 
which  it  was  alleged  that  former  rents 
had  been  affected  ?    They  were  told  by 
the    head   of    the    Commission  (Earl 
Cowper),  and   by  the   Commissioners, 
that  there  were  certain  causes  which 
had  made  the  state  of  things  now  so 
difficult  that  in  many  cases  rents  pressed 
harder  than  the  Commissioners  intended 
them  to  do.    These  causes  had  operated 
against  the  power  of  the  tenant  to  pay 
his  rent ;  but  would  they  not  operate  in 
the  future  ?    He  felt  that  in  the  case  of 
those  tenants  who  were  just  on  the  vei^ 
of  subsistence  there  was  something  dis- 
paraging in  the  process  of  fixing  a  rent 
which  was  to  last  across  all  vicissitudeB 
for  a  considerable  number  of  years ;  and 
he  could  well  understand  the  feelings  of 
the  Irish  landlords  that  as  the  principle 
had  been  adopted,  as  against  free  oon- 
tract,   of    estates  managed  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Oourti  it  was  better, 
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on  the  whole,  instead  of  trying  to  fix 
rent  for  a  future  term  of  years,  to  which 
they  would  not  be  able  to  adhere,  to 
leave  the  matter  under  the  control  of  the 
County  Court  Judge,  and  open  to  con- 
stant appeal  to  him,  and  with  abundant 
{)ower  in  his  hands,  to  make  either  land- 
ord  or  tenant  pay  the  penalty  if  their 
conduct  had  been  unreasonable,  and  if 
they  had  not  been  willing  to  submit  to 
inevitable  changes,  which  the  seasons  or 
the  condition  of  affairs  had  produced. 
So  long  as  harsh  and  unreasonable  evic- 
tions were  prevented,  he  would  not  insist 
upon  any  particular  machinery. 

The  Earl  op  KIMBERLEY  said,  he 
felt  bound  to  express  the  feeling  of  sur- 
prise he  experienced  at  the  action  of  the 
G-overnment.      This  constant  power  of 
appeal  to  the  County  Court  Judge  would 
produce  a  state  of  confusion  all  over 
Ireland.  But  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  it  was  not  the  Opposition  who  took 
the  first  step  in  re-opening  this  matter. 
The  Commission  presided  over  by  Earl 
Cowpery  and  which  was  appointed  by 
the  G-ovemment,  had  placed  it  on  record 
that  there  were  at  the  present  moment 
a  large  number  of  judicial  rents  fixed 
too  high,  which  the  tenants  were  unable 
to  pay.    From  that  fact  they  could  not 
escape.     It  was  a  position  of  extreme 
difficulty,  he  admitted;  but  to  dangle 
before   the  Irish    tenants  the  remedy 
which  the  clause  contained,  and  then  to 
withdraw  that  remedy  in  deference  to 
the  wishes  of  the  landlords,  and  provide 
for  a  constant  power  of  appeal  to  the 
County  Court  Judge,  which  the  noble 
Marquess  had  himself  stated  was  a  worse 
provieion  than  the  one  now  abandoned 
—this  action  of  the  Government  was 
vacillating   and  dangerous,   and  there 
could  be  nothing  more  likely  to  increase 
the  confusion.    The  noble  Marquess  had 
endeavoured  to  show  that  the  tenant 
would  be  in  no  worse  position  under  the 
clause  as  it  was  now  proposed  that  it 
should  stand ;  but  he  thought,  even  on 
the  noble  Marquess's  own  showing,  the 
position  would  be  very  much  worse. 

The  Eari.  of  NOETHBROOK  said, 
that  liis  noble  Friend  should  remember 
that  they  on  that  side  of  the  House  were 
responsible  for  the  Act  of  1881.  He 
did  not  agree  Tvith  the  noble  Earl  who 
had  just  spoken,  who  was  putting 
every  possible  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
the  QoYemment.  He  thought  the  Lord 
Friyy  Seal  had  done  rightly  to  agree 


to  the  omission  of  the  words.  He 
agreed  that  if  they  were  to  deal  with 
judicial  rents,  they  must  not  deal  with 
them  in  such  a  way  as  to  demoralize  the 
whole  tenantry  of  Ireland ;  but  such  de- 
moralization would  result  rather  from 
the  clause  as  it  stood  than  from  the 
Amendment.  The  position  taken  up  by 
the  Government  was  perfectly  logical 
and  right,  that  they  should  provide  a 
temporary  remedy,  and  should  not  at- 
tempt through  bankruptcy  to  revise  the 
rents  fixed  under  the  Act  of  1881.  They 
were  right,  therefore,  in  accepting  the 
Amendment.  He  complained  of  the  con- 
duct of  his  noble  Friends  in  trying  to 
put  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Lord  HERSCHELL  thought  the 
noble  Earl  who  had  just  spoken  was 
rather  hard  upon  the  Leaders  of  the 
Opposition  in  suggesting  that  they  were 
factious,  because  they  preferred  the 
original  form  of  the  BUI,  which  the 
Leader  of  the  House  thought  the  best, 
to  the  form  which  the  Amendment  would 
give  to  it.  His  own  objection  to  the 
provision  altogether  was  that  it  would 
tend  to  demoralize  tenants,  but  in  a 
sense  different  from  that  in  which  the 
noble  Earl  had  used  the  word — namely, 
by  making  bankruptcy  the  only  channel 
of  relief ;  and  this  was  not  altered  by 
the  Amendment. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said,  he  could 
not  imagine  anything  more  dangerous 
than  to  tamper  with  judicial  rents,  and 
two  of  the  most  important  witnesses  ex- 
amined by  the  Commission  were  strongly 
of  opinion  that  these  rents  should  not  be 
interfered  with. 

The  Earl  of  BELMORE  said,  that 
many  of  their  Lordships  had  supported 
the  second  reading  oi  the  Bill,  on  the 
ground  that  there  had  been  harsh  evic- 
tions, which  were  to  be  put  an  end  to, 
but  on  the  understanding  that  there 
was  to  be  no  further  revision  of  judicial 
rents.  If  tenants  were  driven  into  bank- 
ruptcy it  would  not  be  solely  on  account 
of  their  rents,  but  largely  through  their 
other  debts.  In  the  majority  of  cases, 
relieved  of  other  debts,  they  would  be 
able  to  pay  the  moderate  rents  fixed  by 
the  Commissioners.  There  was  strong 
ground  for  the  f eelinc^  that  if  the  words 
objected  to  remained  m  the  clause,  many 
tenants  would  go  into  bankruptcy  simply 
in  order  to  get  their  rents  reduced.  The 
temptation  to  do  so  would  be  one  which 
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they  would  not  be  able  to  resist.  Before 
1881,  the  normal  number  of  estates  in 
Ireland  having  Beceivers  over  them  did 
not  exceed  500.  There  were  now  be- 
tween 1,200  and  1,300  estates  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
and  the  number  was  increasing  every 
day.  This  fact  showed  what  strong 
reason  there  was  for  not  tampering 
any  further  with  judicial  rents.  In 
oases  in  which  they  were  unduly  high, 
most  landlords  would  willingly  give 
temporary  abatements.  He  rejoiced 
that  the  Lord  Privy  Seal  had  assented 
to  the  Amendment. 

The  Eakl  of  DUNRAVEN:  My 
Lords,  as  the  Government  have  agpreed 
to  take  these  words  out,  in  deference  to 
what  they  understand  to  be  the  universal 
opinion  of  Irish  landlords,  I  wish  to  say 
that  I,  for  one,  do  not  entirely  object  to 
these  words.  If  the  Bankruptcy  Clauses 
are  to  be  of  any  real  avail,  it  appears  to 
me  that  as  the  Bill  stands  words  to  this 
effect  must  be  formulated  in  those 
clauses.  As  the  Bill  was  originally 
brought  in,  either  a  landlord  or  a  tenant 
oould  petition ;  as  it  is  now,  it  requires 
that  the  landlord  and  the  tenant  must 
join  together  to  petition.  The  result 
of  this  would  be,  that  where  a  tenant  is 
really  bankrupt,  he  will  be  made  a  bank- 
rupt ;  but  that  if  he  is  not  bankrupt — 
and  it  would  be  to  the  immense  advan- 
tage of  the  landlord  that  he  should  be 
bankrupt — the  tenant  wiU  object,  and  no 

Senalty  will  be  placed  on  the  tenant.  I 
0  not  know  whether  it  is  the  object  of 
the  Government  to  make  the  Bankruptcy 
Glauses  really  work  and  act ;  but  of  one 
thing  I  am  perfectly  certain,  that  if  no 
such  power  as  this  is  contained  in  them 
the  Bankruptcy  Clauses  will  be  abso- 
lutely a  dead  letter,  and  that  will  be  a 
great  misfortune.  I  was  convinced  that 
the  Bankruptcy  Clauses,  as  originally  in- 
troduced, would  be  of  great  advantage 
to  the  landlords  of  Ireland.  I  confess 
also  that  I  think  it  is  unfortunate  that 
these  words,  having  been  put  in  the 
Bill,  should  be  taken  out  of  it,  because 
it  will  inevitably  appear  that  the  posi- 
tion of  the  tenant  is  this — that  he  is  to 
go  on  in  his  holding  subject  to  a  rent 
such  as  a  thrifty,  industrious,  and  well- 
meaning  tenant  cannot  possibly  pay. 
That  is  an  unfortunate  construction  to 
be  put  on  the  wording  of  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament. As  the  BUI  stood,  it  was  not 
necessary  for  the  landlord  and  the  tenant 
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to  join  together.  But  I  do  not  mean 
that  I  entirely  agree  with  the  words  as 
they  now  stand.  What  I  think  ought  to 
have  been  done  was  to  give  the  County 
Court  Judge  power,  wherever  he  thought 
it  necessary,  to  refer  a  case  to  the  Sub- 
Commissioners,  and  leave  it  to  them  to 
settle  the  statutory  rent.  I  think  that 
if  words  to  that  effect  were  put  into  the 
Bill  it  would  be  a  very  great  advantage. 
The  alternative  proposal  is  a  very  pain- 
ful one.  What  the  tenants  have  to  do, 
if  they  are  required  to  pay  a  rent  which 
they  really  and  honestly  cannot  pay,  is 
to  be  continually  coming  up  as  bank- 
rupts, and  getting  themselves  cleared, 
and  being  started  again  at  rents  they 
cannot  pay.  I  think  the  County  Court 
Judges  ought  to  have  been  given  power 
to  refer  a  case  to  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners when,  in  their  opinion,  the  insol- 
vency of  the  tenant  was  owing  to  a  rent 
which  had  become  excessive. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Earl  of  Ebns, 
the  following  Amendment  made: — ^In 
Sub-section  (2.)  line  26,  for  ("  may  "). 
substitute  ^  shall  on  the  application  of 
the  landlord ''). 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  KILMOREY  said,  he 
proposed  after  Clause  21  to  insert  a  new 
clause  providing  that  a  tenant  should  be 
compelled,  on  applying  for  a  petition  in 
bankruptcy,  to  file  an  affidavit  stating 
the  nature,  amount,  &o.,  of  his  debts  and 
his  assets.  His  object  was  to  assimilate 
the  procedure  with  the  ordinaiy  pro- 
cedure in  bankruptcy. 

Amendment  movedj  to  add  after  Clause 
21— 

''22a.  A  tenant  presenting  a  petition  for 
adjudication  against  himself  shall,  with  his 
petition,  file  an  affidavit  in  the  prescribed  fonn, 
and  shall  famish  a  copy  thereof  to  the  landlord 
or  his  agent,  setting  forth  the  names,  addresses, 
and  occupations  of  his  creditors,  the  amounts 
respectively  (due  to  them,  and  Uie  particolars 
thereof,  and  specif ving  whether  they  are  s»« 
cured  or  unsecurea  creditors,  and,  if  secured, 
the  nature  and  value  of  the  security.  He  shall 
also  in  his  said  affidavit  set  forth  particulars  of 
his  assets  of  every  kind,  whether  consisting  of 
mone^,  debts  due  to  him,  farming  stock  and 
utensils,  or  other  chattels  or  other  property  of 
any  description,  with  the  value  of  the  same. 
He  shall  also  state  where  all  such  chattels  are. 
He  shall  specify  in  his  said  affidavit  the  esti- 
mated value  of  his  interest  in  his  holding  or 
holdings,  and  if  any  part  of  his  assets  o(mstst 
of  money,  or  of  securities  for  mone^  in  the 
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hands  of  any  trustee  or  other  person  for  any 
purpose,  he  shall  in  his  said  affidavit  disclose 
fall  particulars  of  the  same,  including  the  name 
of  such  trustee  or  other  person,  and  the  date 
when  such  money  or  securities  for  money  was 
or  were  so  placed  in  the  hands  of  such  trustee 
or  other  person.  And  if  at  any  time  it  shall 
be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court  that 
there  is  any  wilful  or  fraudulent  mis-statement 
or  concealment  in  or  omission  from  such  sche- 
dule, the  Court  may  order  the  petitioner  to  he 
imprisoned  for  any  term  not  exceeding  six 
calendar  months,  with  or  without  hard  labour, 
as  the  Court  shall  think  ri ght. '*—(  TAtf  ^ar/ o/ 
Kilmorey.) 

Eakl  CADOGAN  said,  he  was  in- 
formed that  the  Eules  of  Court  would 
apply  to  these  proceedings,  and  it  would 
be  much  better  to  leave  the  matter  there 
than  to  burden  the  Bill  with  details  of 
that  kind. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  BELMOEE  moved  a 
new  clause  providing  that  the  adjudica- 
tion of  an  J  person  under  the  Act  should 
operate  ipso  facto  as  a  release  and  dis- 
charge of  all  property  of  the  bankrupt 
from  every  mortgage,  charge,  security, 
and  lien,  whether  legal  or  equitable,  to 
which  at  the  date  of  adjudication  any 
person  may  be  entitled  on  the  real  or  per- 
sonal property  of  the  bankrupt,  every  such 
person  to  rank  as  an  unsecured  creditor 
only,  said,  that  it  might  seem  a  strong 
measure  to  level  mortgages,  but  the  ob- 
ject was  to  prevent  fraud.  This  might 
happen — a  dishonest  tenant  might  wish 
to  favour  some  of  his  creditors,  and  he 
would  borrow  on  mortgage  what  would 
pay  them  in  full,  and  afterwards  go  into 
bankruptcy,  leaving  the  landlord  and 
other  creditors  whom  he  disliked  out  in 
the  cold.  He  would  leave  the  Amend- 
ment in  the  hands  of  the  House  and  of 
the  Government. 

Amendment  moved,  to  add,  after  Clause 

21— 

*'  21b.  The  adjudication  of  any  person  under 
this  Act  shall  ipso  facto  operate  as  a  release  and 
discharge  of  all  property  of  the  bankrupt  from 
every  mortgage,  charge,  security,  and  lien, 
-whether  legal  or  equitahle,  to  which  at  the 
date  of  adjudication  any  person  may  bo  en- 
titled on  tho  real  or  personal  property  of 
the  bankrupt,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  every 
such  person  shall  rank  as  an  unsecured  creditor 
only,  for  his  debt  or  the  amount  due  to  him 
pari  passu  with  the  other  creditors  of  the  bank- 
rupt, whether  he  shall  prove  for  his  debt  or 
the  amount  due  to  him  or  not.*' — (The  Earl  of 
Belmore,') 

VOL.  COOXV.    [third  series-I 


Lord  FITZGERALD  said,  he  should 
oppose  the  clause.  He  thought  that  the 
nohle  Earl  could  hardlj  have  conceived 
the  consequences  of  it. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Halsbury)  said,  the  effect  of  this  new 
clause  might  be  that  any  two  persons  in 
the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant 
might  come  to  an  agreement  between 
themselves  to  do  away  with  the  pro- 
perty. Its  operation  would  be  signally 
unjust,  although  he  did  not  deny  that 
there  was  an  evil  against  which  the 
noble  Earl  was  attempting  to  provide  a 
somewhat  harsh  remedy.  The  clause 
could  not  be  accepted  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  Earl  of  BELMORE  said,  that 
he  did  not  quite  follow  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  (Lord  Fitzgerald).  He 
could  not  always  agree  with  him  as  to 
what  was  equitable  and  inequitable,  as, 
for  instance,  the  other  night,  as  re- 
garded a  point  on  the  leaseholder  ques- 
tion. He  would  not  press  the  Amend- 
ment ;  but  he  hoped  that  the  Lord  Privy 
Seal  would  consider  the  matter  before 
Report,  and  bring  up  something  him- 
self. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

Clause  22  (Power  in  certain  cases  to 
continue  tenant  in  his  holding,  notwith- 
standing bankruptcy). 

The  Earl  of  MILLTOWN,  in  moving 
an  Amendment  providing  that  the 
Court  might  permit  a  debtor  to  remain 
in  occupation  of  his  holding  on  payment 
of  **  his  rent,"  and  not  **  a  reasonable 
rent  to  be  fixed  by  the  Court,"  as  stated 
in  the  clause,  said,  that  the  judicial  rent 
was  supposed  to  be  a  fair  rent ;  but  by 
introducing  the  word  **  reasonable  "  in 
the  clause  the  Government  seemed  to 
indicate  to  the  tenantry  of  Ireland  that 
the  rents  they  were  paying  were  unrea- 
sonable and  too  high.  He  should  have 
thought  that  when  the  Lord  Privy  Seal 
accepted  the  Amendment  of  his  noble 
Friend  behind  him  he  would  accept  the 
present  Amendment. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  14,  line  3, 
leave  out  ('' reasonable"),  and  insert 
('*  his  ").— (7%«  Marl  of  Milltown.) 

Earl  CADOGAN  said,  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  accept  the  Amendment, 
as  the  Government   did  not  think  it 
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would  be  possible  to  insist  on  the  pay- 
ment of  the  existing  judicial  rents  in 
everj  case  of  the  kind. 

On  Question,  *^  That  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause  ? '» 

Their  Lordships  divided  : — Contents 
92;  Not-Contents  38  :  Majority  64. 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Earl  of  Ebne,  the 
following  Amendment  made  : — In  page 
14,  lines  25  and  26,  leave  out  ('^  and  any 
land  improvement  charge  or  drainage 
charge  "). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Duke  of  Aber- 
oosN,  the  following  Amendment  made : — 

In  page  14,  line  40,  omit  the  following 
words:— (*' When  the  court  grants  a  certifi- 
cate of  conformity  to  a  bankrupt  who  has 
been  permitted  to  remain  in  occupation  of  his 
holding,  the  court  may,  if  the  holding  is 
subject  to  a  statutory  term,  fix  the  rent  to  be 
paid  for  the  residue  of  such  statutory  time  then 
unexpired,  at  such  amount  as,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  court,  a  thrifty  and  industrious  tenant 
might  reasonably  be  expected  continuously  to 

pay.") 
Amendment  moved. 

At  end  of  01ause22,  to  add  after  (*'  holding  ") 
— ("  If  any  creditor  or  any  bankrupt  under  this 
Act,  or  other  person  shall  conceal,  or  attempt  to 
conceal,  or  aid  in  concealing  or  attempting  to 
oonceal,  any  part  of  the  bankrupt's  property, 
or  being  in  possession  of  any  property  or  money 
or  trust,  or  as  agent  for  the  bankrupt,  shall  re- 
fuse to  dellTer  up  the  same,  or  to  give  full  in- 
formation concerning  the  same  when  required, 
every  person  so  offending  shall,  in  addition  to 
all  other  penalties,  forfeit  and  pay  for  every 
such  offence  the  treble  value  of  such  property 
so  concealed  or  attempted  to  be  concealed,  or 
not  delivered  up,  or  concerning  which  full  in- 
formation shall  not  be  given,  and  the  court,  on 
the  application  of  the  assignees,  in  a  summary 
manner  may  make  an  order  for  the  payment  of 
the  same  by  the  person  so  offending,  which 
order  may  be  enforced  in  the  same  way  as  a 
decree  for  the  payment  of  money  is  now  by  law 
enforceable,  or  the  assignees  may  sue  for  and 
recover  such  penalty  in  the  High  Court  of 
Justice  in  Ireland,  and  half  the  money  so  re- 
covered shall  be  paid  to  or  among  the  person 
or  persons,  if  more  than  one,  equally,  whose 
evidence,  the  court  shall  be  of  opinion,  ma- 
terially assisted  in  the  discovery  or  proof  of  the 
offence,  and  the  other  half  shall  be  paid  to  the 
creditors  of  the  bankrupt,  other  than  any 
offender  under  this  section,  in  proportion  to 
their  respective  debts,  and  irrespective  of  any 
compensation  they  may  have  received.") — {T/U 
Lord  Ccutletown,) 

Eabl  CADOGAN  said,  he  could  not 
accept  the  proposed  addition  to  the 
clause.  The  question  was  already  dealt 
with  in  the  Act  of  1872. 

Sari  Cadogan 


Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

Viscount  DE  VESCI,  in  moving,  as  an 
Amendment,  to  add  at  the  end  of  the 
clause — 

"  If  in  any  case  where  a  composition  of  a 
tenant's  debts  has  received  the  sanction  of  the 
court  any  of  liis  creditors  should  at  any  time 
hereafter,  either  directly  or  indirecUy,  take  or 
receive  any  money,  effects,  property,  or  value 
whatever  in  respect  of  the  unpaid  portion  of  his 
claim  or  debt,  save  under  and  with  the  sanction 
of  the  court,  such  creditor  shall  be  liable  to  a 
fine  of  £200,  and  one-half  of  such  fino  ^all  be 
paid  to  the  person  or  persons  whose  evidence, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  may  have  led  to 
the  disclosure  and  proof  of  the  offence,*' 

said,  his  object  was  to  protect  the  poor 
and  ignorant  tenant  from  a  class  of  men 
who  were  his  worst  enemies,  the  gom- 
been man  and  the  village  usurer.  He 
was  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  such 
protection  was  necessary  by  some  of  the 
most  experienced  men  in  Ireland,  the 
managers  of  local  banks. 

Amendment  moved, 

In  page  Id,  line  14,  at  end  of  Clause  22  add— 
(<*If  in  any  case  where  a  composition  of  a 
tenant's  debts  has  received  the  sanction  of  the 
court  any  of  his  creditors  should  at  any  time 
hereafter,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  ^eor 
receive  any  money,  effects,  property,  or  value 
whatever  in  respect  of  the  unpaid  portion  of 
his  claim  or  deot,  save  under  and  with  the 
sanction  of  the  court,  such  creditor  shaU  be 
liable  to  a  fine  of  two  hundred  pounds,  and  one- 
half  of  such  fine  shall  be  paid  to  the  person  or 
persons  whose  evidence,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  may  have  led  to  the  disclosure  and  proof 
of  the  offence.'*)~(2:^  ViBeouniDt  Vetd.) 

LoED  ASHBOUENE  said,  that  a  ore- 
ditor  who  would  do  what  the  provision  of 
the  noble  Yiscount  was  intended  to  g^ard 
against  would  be  guilty  of  a  gross  fraud 
under  the  existing  Bankruptcy  Law;  and, 
in  his  opinion,  no  new  legislation  was 
wanted  on  the  subject.  But  if  the  noble 
Viscount  was  advised  that  something  was 
required  to  be  done  he  should  be  glad 
to  consult  with  him. 

Viscount  DE  VESCI  said,  that  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  must  know  that 
in  the  small  villages  the  poor  man  was 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  that  class  of  cre- 
ditors to  which  he  had  referred. 

Lord  FITZGERALD  said,  he  was 
glad  that  attention  had  been  called  to 
the  subject.  When  a  poor  man  wanted 
fresh  credit,  the  gombeen  man  would  say 
to  him — "  I  will  give  it  to  you,  provided 
you  pay  the  balance  of  the  fonner 
debt?" 
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Earl  CADOGAN  said,  the  matter 
would  be  considered. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdraum. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  io. 

Clause  23  (Power  to  appoint  addi- 
tional staff  of  judges  for  bankruptcy) 
agreed  to. 

Clause  24  (Sittings)  agreed  io. 

Clause  25  (Summary  punishment  for 
perjury  and  fraud). 

LoHD  HERSCHELL  said,  he  would 
move  to  omit  the  clause,  on  the  ground 
that  if  a  man  swore  falsely  to  his  know- 
ledge, that  was  wilful  and  corrupt  per- 
jury. That  he  understood ;  but  he  did 
not  understand  what  was  meant  by 
*^  swearing  or  affirming  what  shall  be 
false."  If  the  swearing  was  not  false 
to  the  man's  knowledge,  it  was  not  wil- 
ful and  corrupt  perjury.  By  the  clause 
no  opportunity  was  afforded  to  the  wit- 
ness to  call  evidence  or  employ  counsel ; 
and  it  enabled  the  Judge,  who  might  be 
irritated  at  the  way  in  which  the  testi- 
mony was  being  given,  to  decide  that  it 
was  false,  and  to  summarily  punish. 
To  enable  a  Judge  in  Bankruptcy  to  com> 
mit  to  prison  one  who  might  be  only  a 
witness,  without  having  any  opportunity 
of  meeting  the  charge,  was  a  very 
strong  and  oppressive  proceeding. 

Amendment  moved,  To  leave  out  Clause 
25.— (7%^  Lord  EerecMl) 

Eakl  CADOGAN  said,  that  the  Go- 
Temment  would  consider  the  wording  of 
the  clause  on  Report,  to  meet  the  view 
of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord;  but 
they  could  not  consent  to  leave  it  out 
altogether. 

Lord  HERSCHELL  said,  that  as  his 
object  had  been  gained  he  would  with- 
draw the  Amendment. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Commit- 
tee) withdrawn. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  26  (Officers)  agreed  to. 

Clause  27  (Appeals)  agreed  to, 

Thb  Earl  of  LEITRIM  moved  to  in- 
sert after  Clause  27  a  new  clause,  pro- 
Tiding  that  the  Act  should  apply  to  all 
leases  and  grants  of  land  in  perpetuity 
made  to  any  person  previous  to  the 
passing  thereof,  and  under  which,  or 
under  the  provisions  of  any  Act  of  Par- 
Uament  by  virtue  of  which  the  same  was 


made,  the  grantor  or  the  grantee  is  en- 
titled from  time  to  time  to  require  the 
variation  and  revision  of  the  variable 
rent  payable  under  such  leases  or  grants. 

Amendment  moved,  after  Clause  27, 
page  16,  insert  the  following  Clause: — 

(Perpetuity  leases.  Variable  rents.) 
'*  This  Act  shall  apply  to  all  leases  and  grants 
of  land  in  perpetuity  made  to  any  person  pre- 
yioos  to  the  passing  hereof,  and  under  wMch, 
or  under  the  provisions  of  any  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment by  virtue  of  which  the  same  was  made, 
the  grantor  or  the  grantee  is  entitled  from  time 
to  time,  and  at  the  expiration  of  certain  periods 
of  time,  to  require  the  variation  and  revision  of 
the  variable  rent  payable  under  such  leases  or 
grants ;  and  in  every  such  case  the  following 
provisioHS  shall  be  in  force  and  have  effect  with 
respect  to  the  variation  and  revision  of  sueh 
variable  rent,  and  shall  supersede  and  be  in 
substitution  for  all  and  every  the  provisions  in 
that  behalf  contained  in  such  leases  or  grants 
and  in  any  Act  of  Parliament  with  reference 
thereto : 

**(«.)  The  grantor  or  grantee  shall  be  en- 
titled six  months  before  the  expiration  of 
any  prescribed  period  to  require  a  revision 
of  such  variable  rent,  and  to  apply  to  the 
court  to  fix  the  same,  and  in  such  case  the 
party  desiring  the  revision  shall  serve  a 
revision  notice  upon  the  other  party ; 

**  (b.)  In  every  case  where,  before  the  passing 
of  this  Act,  any  revision  of  such  variable 
rent  has  taken  place  in  pursuance  of  the 
leases  or  grants,  or  of  any  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment with  reference  thereto,  the  grantor  or 
grantee  may  at  any  time  within  the  pre- 
scribed period  serve  a  revision  notice  upon 
the  grantee  or  grantor,  as  the  case  may  be, 
and  in  such  case  the  prescribed  period  then 
current  shall  be  deemed  to  have  expired  at 
the  gale  day  next  after  the  end  of  six 
months  from  the  service  of  such  notice ; 

"  (c.)  Whenever  the  grantor  or  grantee  has 
served  a  revision  notice,  and  the  parties 
agree  within  three  months  after  service  of 
such  notice  as  to  what  shall  be  the  amount 
of  variable  rent  to  be  payable  during  the 
prescribed  period  next  following,  they  may 
nx  the  amount  of  the  variable  rent  to  be 
payable  during  such  prescribed  period ; 

**  (d.)  Whenever  the  grantor  or  grantee  has 
served  a  revision  notice,  and  the  parties  do 
not  within  three  months  after  the  service 
of  such  notice  agree  as  to  what  shall  be 
the  amount  of  the  variable  rent  to  be  pay- 
able until  the  variation  and  revision  of 
such  variable  rent  next  following,  then  and 
in  every  such  case  the  amount  of  the^  vari- 
able rent  to  be  payable  until  the  variation 
and  revision  of  such  variable  rent  shall  be 
fixed  by  the  court  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  contained  in  this  Act ; 
(e,)  Before  fixing  the  variable  rent  of  any 
such  lands  the  court  shall  take  evidence  as 
to  the  then  letting  vidue  of  such  lands,  and 
such  value  is  herein-after  referred  to  aa 
'  the  present  letting  value,'  and  shall  take 
evidence  as  to  the  letting  value  of  such 
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lands  at  or  about  the  time  when  the  grant 
was  made,  and  such  letting  value  is  herein- 
after  referred  to  as  *  the  former  letting 
value,*  and  shall  preserve  the  same  pro- 
portion between  the  present  letting  value 
and  the  variable  rent  to  be  paid  by  the 
grantee  until  the  variation  and  revision  of 
such  variable  rent  next  following,  as 
existed  between  the  former  letting  value 
and  the  variable  rent  payable  by  the  gran- 
tee immediately  after  the  making  of  the 
grant :  Provided  always,  that  the  g^rantor 
shall  not  be  awarded  any  increase  of  vari- 
able rent  by  reason  of  any  increase  in  the 
value  of  such  land,  which  is  due  to  any 
buildings  or  improvements,  except  in  so  far 
as  the  grantor  has  contributed  to  the  same. 
The  variable  rent  fixed  by  the  court  under 
this  Act  shall  be  the  variable  rent  payable 
under  the  leases  or  grants  until  the  same 
riiall  be  again  varied  and  revised ; 

**(/.)  In  this  section  the  words  following 
shall  have  the  meanings  respectively  at- 
tached to  them,  namely,  '  person '  includes 
corporation,  whether  aggregate  or  sole; 
'variable  rent'  means  a  rent  subject  to 
variation  and  revision ;  *  prescribed  period ' 
means  the  period  at  the  expiration  of  which 
a  variation  and  revision  of  the  variable 
rent,  payable  in  respect  of  any  lands  leased 
or  granted  in  perpetuity,  may  be  required, 
in  pursuance  of  any  lease  or  grant  of  the 
same,  or  of  any  Act  of  Parliament,  or  this 
Act ;  '  revision  notice '  means  a  notice  in 
writing  signed  by  the  person  giving  such 
notice,  and  requiring  a  variation  and  revi- 
sion of  any  variable  rent ;  *  grantor'  means 
the  person  to  whom  such  rent  is  payable  ; 
'grantee '  means  the  person  by  whom  such 
rent  is  payable." — ( The  Earl  of  Leitrim,) 


The  Eabl  of  SOSSE  said,  he  must 
take  exception  to  the  proposal,  which 
had  for  its  object  the  relief  of  the  noble 
Earl  (the  Earl  of  Leitrim)  from  his  per- 
petual leases  from  Trinity  College, 
Dublin. 

LoBD  BBAMWELL  said,  the  new 
clause  differed  from  those  in  the  Bill. 
It  neither  sought  to  have  a  fair  rent 
fixed,  nor  a  power  to  surrender  the  lease. 
To  either  of  these  the  lessors  would 
gladly  ag^ee,  as  the  lessees  were  making 
a  large  profit  rent.  The  noble  Earl, 
one  of  the  lessees,  was  receiving  a  profit 
rent  of  £2,000.  What  he  sought  was 
this — that  when  the  rents  received  by 
the  lessees  of  the  College  had  been  re- 
duced, the  rent  payable  by  them  to  the 
College  should  be  reduced  in  proportion. 
That  was  to  say,  if  20  per  cent  had  been 
'taken  off  the  rents  payable  to  the  lessees, 
20  per  cent  should  be  taken  off  the  rents 
payable  by  them  to  the  College.  Why  ? 
Either  they  had  been  receiving  more 
than  a  fair  rent,  or  they  had  not.  If 
they  had  been  receiving  more  than  they 


ought,  how  did  that  give  them  a  claim 
to  reduction  of  the  rent  payable  to  the 
College  ?  K  they  had  not  been  receiving 
more  than  they  ought  to  have  received, 
and  injustice  had  been  done  them  in  the 
reduction  of  the  rents  payable  to  them, 
by  what  right  did  they  want  to  shift 
part  of  the  injustice  on  to  the  College  ? 
It  might  be  hard  upon  the  lessees  in 
a  sense;  but  what  had  Trinity  College 
to  do  with  that?  Why  should  the 
lessors  be  losers?  The  rents  paid  by 
the  lessees  had  been  spoken  of  as  statu- 
tory.  The  only  sense  in  which  they  were 
so  was  that  an  Act  was  passed  to  legalize 
that  which  had  been  agreed  upon.  A 
bargain  was  struck,  and  it  was  made 
valid  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

The  Eael  op  LEITRIM  said,  that 
these  statements  were  contrary  to  the 
fact. 

Lord  BR  AM  WELL  said,  that 
the  Act  of  Parliament  and  the  leases 
spoke  for  themselves;  and  now  their 
Lordships  were  asked  to  disturb  the 
bargain  that  was  made.  The  pro- 
posal was  unfair  and  unreasonable,  and 
it  had  nothing  to  do  with  anv  part  of 
the  BUI. 

Lord  FITZGERALD  said,  he  was 
sorry  the  question  was  brought  forward 
at  this  hour,  when  those  who  usually 
supported  the  noble  Earl  (the  Eail 
of  Leitrim)  were  absent.  No  doubt, 
Trinity  College  would  be  delighted 
if  their  immediate  tenants  would  sur- 
render their  leases,  for  surrender 
would  enable  them  largely  to  increase 
their  income.  Perhaps  it  was  their 
object  to  screw  them  down  until  they 
did  surrender.  It  was  said  that  the 
noble  Earl  who  moved  this  clause  paid 
the  College  £3,000  a-year,  and  received 
£5,000.  It  might  be  that  the  noble 
Earl  had  tenants  who  promised  him,  in 
the  whole,  £5,000 ;  but  it  was  very 
doubtful  whether  he  received  anything 
like  that  sum.  There  was  no  doubt  the 
lessees  were  parties  to  the  Act  of  1881 ; 
but  the  question  was  whether  it  was  a 
voluntary  contract.  The  lessors  said— 
**  If  you  do  not  agree  to  our  terms,  we 
will  not  renew  your  leases."  And  the 
conditions  imposed  were  very  hard.  He 
thought  they  could  not  do  justice  to  the 
subject,  which  involved  a  great  griev- 
ance, at  that  hour  of  the  evening  (20 
minutes  to  9),  and  he  suggested  ^at 
the  Amendments  should  be  withdrawn 
and  brought  up  on  Report 


^ 
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Earl  OADOGAN  said,  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  accept  these  Amend- 
ments for  the  reasons  already  stated. 
The  proposal  was  entirely  outside  the 
scope  and  object  of  the  Bill. 

The  Eabl  of  LEITRIM  said,  he 
would  accept  the  advice  of  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  (Lord  Fitzgerald),  and 
postpone  his  Amendment  until  the  Ee- 
port. 


Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

Clause  28  (Court  valuers  in  county 
courts)  agreed  to. 

Clause  29  (Eules,  orders,  &c.  for 
bankruptcy  matters)  agreed  to. 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Lord  Firz- 
GEBALD,  the  following  Amendment 
made : — 

In  page  14,  after  Clause  29,  insert  as  a  new 
Clause ; — (**  In  all  actions  of  ejectment  for  non- 
payment of  rent  in  the  Civil  Bill  Court  the 
fees,  costs,  charges,  and  emoluments  henceforth 
recoyerable  shall  be  according  to  the  scale  of 
fees,  costs,  charges,  and  emoluments  for  the 
time  being  in  force  in  ordinary  civil  bills,  and 
in  referring  to  such  scale  the  annual  rent  of  the 
holding  for  which  such  ejectment  shall  have 
been  brought  shall  be  deemed  the  amount  sued 
for  and  decreed  for  respectively.'*) 

Clauses  30  to  32,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

The  Keport  of  the  Amendments  to  be 
received  on  Friday  the  Ist  of  July  next ; 
and  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended. 
(No.  122.) 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before 

Nine  o'clock,  till  To-morrow,  a 

quarter  past  Ten  o'clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Monday^  13M  June^  1887. 


MINUTES.]  —  Select  Committee— Forestry, 
Viscount  Ebrington  added. 

Private  Bill  {by  Order)  —  Second  Reading  — 
Manchester  Ship  Canal. 

Public  Bills— i^ir«^  Reading — Crofters  Hold- 
ings (ScotUnd)  •  [287]. 

Second  Reading — Places  of  Worship  (Sites)  [6], 
dehaU  adjourned. 

Committee — Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland) 
[217]  iSixteenth  ^Vi>/*«]— »  p. 


MANCHESTER  SHIP  CANAL  BILL 
(by   Order). 

SECOND  BEADING.     [aDJOTJENED  DEBATE.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [8tli  June],  ''  That 
Standing  Orders  62,  204,  223,  and  235 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time."  —  {Mr.  JBtouldS" 
worth.) 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 

Mb.  SCLATEE  .  booth  (Hants, 
Basingstoke) :  I  have  to  move,  as  an 
Amendment  to  the  Motion  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Manchester  (Mr. 
Houldsworth),  to  leave  out  all  after 
"Standing  Orders,"  and  insert — 

**  204  and  235  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  BUls." 

I  have  to  offer  an  apology  to  the  House 
for  interfering  with  a  matter  in  regard 
to  which  I  have  certainly  no  personal  in- 
terest, nor  have  any  of  my  constituents, 
so  far  as  I  know.  But  I  have,  as  the 
House  knows,  taken  some  interest  in  the 
conduct  of  Private  Business  for  a  good 
many  years,  and  I  was  also  Chairman  of 
one  of  the  Committees  which  considered 
this  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Bill,  and  I 
have  watched  with  great  interest  the 
progress  of  this  important  undertaking 
since.  This  proposal  to  pass  over  the 
Standing  Orders  seems  to  me  to  go  far 
beyond  the  necessities  of  the  case,  and 
we  are  running  the  risk  of  being  placed 
in  a  false  position  with  the  country. 
Everybody  must  know  that  of  late  there 
has  been  a  growing  indisposition  on  the 
part  of  the  House  to  interest  itself  in 
matters  concerning  Private  Bill  legis- 
lation, and  there  has  been  a  certain 
degree  of  recklessness  as  to  the  conse* 
quences  of  this  neglect,  as  was  exempli- 
fied in  the  celebrated  Hull  and  Barnsley 
case.  It  is  well  known  how  the  House 
found  itself  situated  in  regard  to  the 
exceptional  legislation  which  then  took 
place.  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  the 
case  now,  and  I  have  only  alluded  to  it 
by  way  of  example ;  but  I  think  that 
every  hon.  Member  who  is  aware  of  the 
action  of  Parliament  in  that  case  will 
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not  feel  inclined  to  allow  on  this  occa- 
sion a  second  departure  which  may  be 
established  into  a  precedent,  and  which 
may  have  the  effect  of  misleading  public 
opinion  and  of  inducing  those  who  are 
ordinarily  prudent  in  regard  to  the  in- 
vestments they  make  to  relinquish  this 
prudence  on  the  faith  of  a  Parliamentary 
arrangement.  No  doubt  this  case  differs 
very  much  from  that.    This  is  a  case 
where  the  undertaking  has  not   been 
commenced,  and  in  which  the  share  list 
has  not  been    fully  subscribed;    but, 
nevertheless,  the  House  is  asked  to  en- 
able the  promoters  to  raise  £4,000,000 
of  capital  by  Preference  Stock,  and  to 
pass  by  that  which  has  always  hitherto 
been  regarded  by  Parliament  as  an  im- 
portant preliminary — namely,  that  the 
consent  of  the  shareholders  should  have 
been  secured.      The  hon.  Member  for 
Manchester  (Mr.  Houldsworth)  proposes 
to    suspend   Standing   Order    No.    62, 
which  is  the  Standing  Order  which  re- 
quires that  a  Wharndiffe  meeting  shall 
have  been  held  in  accordance  with  the 
regulations  laid  down  by  Parliament, 
under  which  the  shareholders  of  a  Com- 
pany should  have  received  due  notice 
so  as  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of 
withdrawing  their  consent  to  an  altera- 
tion in  the  financial  conditions  under 
which  an    undertaking  was   originally 
promoted,  and  the  capital  of  that  Com- 
pany was  authorized  to  be  raised.     One 
of  the  difficulties  I  have  in  pressing 
this  Motion   is  that  it  may  have   the 
effect  of  delaying  the  progress  of  this 
measure,  and  that  it  may  be  dangerous 
to  the  future  success  of   the  scheme. 
That,     of    course,    I    have    no    wish 
to  do;  but  I  think  that  Parliament 
would    act    very    wrongly  if    it    were 
to  allow  the  Bill  to  go  forward  without 
being  satisfied  that  the  spirit  of  Standing 
Order  No.  62  had  been  complied  with — 
that  is  to  say,  that  the  original  sub- 
scribers to  the  undertaking  had  cast  in 
their  lot  with  the  present   Bill.     The 
original  shareholders  are  now  told  that 
£4,000,000  Debenture  Stock  are  to  come 
before  them,  so  far  as  interest  is  con- 
cerned ;  and  what  I  maintain  is  that  the 
original  shareholders  should  have  a  full 
opportunity  of  giving  their  assent,  or,  if 
they  are  so  minded,  of  retiring  from  any 
subscription  they  have  already  agreed  to 
make.    There  is  another  difficulty  which 
I  may  mention,  and  that  is  that  the 
Standing  Order  refers  to  the  proprietors 

Jfr.  SclaUf'Booth 


or  the  proprietary  of  the  undertaking, 
and  I  am  not  sure  that  there  is  any 
proprietary  at  all  in  this  undertciking. 
We  have  been  told  that  something  like 
£700,000  have  been  actually  subscribed, 
and  that  £3,000,000  have  been  sub- 
scribed  sub  modo — that   is,  taken 


con- 


ditionally upon  something  else  being 
completed.     It  is  a  matter  of  doubt  whe- 
ther, if  this  Bill  goes  before  the   Ex- 
aminers, it  could  be  held  that  there  is 
any  proprietary  in  the  strict  sense  of  the 
word,  or  whether  those  who  have  only 
subscribed  svl  modo  are  competent  to  ex- 
ercise a  discretion  as  to  whether  the  Bill 
shall  be  completed  or  not ;  but  whether 
it  is  competent  for  them  to  do  that  or 
not,  what  I  contend  is  that  Parliament 
should  take  care  that  whether  they  are 
competent  to  exercise  an  opinion  **  Aye  " 
or  **No,"  that,  at  all  events,  they  should 
be  at  liberty  to   withdraw  their  sub- 
scriptions if  they  are  so  minded.    That 
is  the  object  I  have  in  proposing  this 
Amendment  to  the  proposal  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Manchester.    I  feel  that 
there  will  be  a  little  further  difficulty  in 
the  event  of  this  Bill  finding  its  way 
before   an   ordinarily  constituted  Par- 
liamentary   Committee  —  namely,    the 
doubt  whether  a  Private  Bill  Commit- 
tee will,  unless  it  receives  special  in- 
structions, be  competent  to  inquire  into 
the  whole  circumstances  of    the  case. 
Parliament  may  incur  a  heavy  responsi- 
bility if,  without  full  consideration,  it  is 
prepared  to  sanction  such  an  unusual 
and  unsatisfactory  course  of  action.    I, 
therefore,  venture  to  hope,  whether  my 
Amendment  finds  favour  with  the  House 
or  not,  that  the  Bill  will  eventually  be 
sent  before  such  a  Committee  as  may  be 
charged  with  and  competent  to  perform 
the  duty  of  inquiring   into    the  whole 
facts  and  circumstances    of  the   case. 
Knowing  the  value  which  at  this  mo- 
ment is   attached  to  the  time  of  the 
House,  I  do  not   intend  to  enter  into 
the  subject  at  any  greater  length  ;  and 
I  have  only  considered  it  necessary  to 
bring  it  forward  now  in  order  that  mis- 
chief may  not  be  done  either  on  one  side 
or  the  other.    As  I  have  said,  I  have  no 
personal  interest  in  the  case;  but  I  think 
that  Parliament  ought  to  be  scrupulous 
not  to  establish  a  precedent  which  may 
hereafter  prove  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Mr.  speaker  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  move  his  Amendment  ? 
Mr.  SCLATER-BOOTH  :  Yes,  Sir. 
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Amendment  proposed, 

After  the  words  "  Standing  Orders,"  to  add 
the  words  *'  204  and  235  he  suspended,  and  that 
the  Bill  he  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Peti- 
tions for  Private  Bills/'— (J/r.  Sclater- Booth.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Mb.  HOULDSWOETH  (Manchester, 
N.W.) :  I  fully  sympathize  with  the 
views  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  expressed  on  the  subject,  and  I  can 
assure  him  that  the  promoters  have  not 
the  slightest  intention,  in  what  they  pro- 
pose to  do,  of  injuring  or  altering  the 
position  of  the  present  proprietors  of 
the  Manchester  Ship  Canal,  or  the  per- 
sons who  may  have  applied  for  shares. 
We  have  been  most  scrupulous  on  that 
point,  and  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to 
satisfy  the  House  that  the  steps  we  are 
taking  will  be  sufficient  to  place  every 
applicant  for  shares  and  every  present 
shareholder  in  a  position  in  which  he 
will  be  not  only  enabled,  but  called 
upon,  to  give  his  consent  before  the  ar- 
rangement we  are  asking  Parliament  to 
sanction  can  be  carried  out.  Now,  the 
House  will  remember  that  the  power 
which  we  received  under  the  Manchester 
Ship  Canal  Act  was  a  power  to  raise 
£8,000.000  of  capital.  We  now  pro- 
pose to  divide  that  capital  into  two,  one 
part  to  consist  of  Preference  Stock, 
which  is  to  receive  the  first  payment  of 
a  dividend  of  5  per  cent;  but  as  this 
preferential  claim  is  not  cumulative  the 
shareholders  who  subscribe  this  Prefer- 
ence Stock  will  take  a  substantial  risk, 
along  with  the  ordinary  shareholders. 
The  ordinary  shareholders  may  be  taken 
to  represent  the  present  shareholders 
and  the  applicants  for  shares.  Perhaps  I 
ought  to  inform  the  House  that  the  pre- 
sent shareholders  represent  a  subscribed 
sum  of  £750,000  of  capital;  the  balance 
between  this  sum  and  the  £3,000,000 
which  we  have  at  present  guaranteed  re- 
present shareholders  who  have  applied  for 
shares  to  that  extent,  and  these  shares 
have  beenjapplied  for  on  certain  con- 
ditions, as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
stated.  Now,  with  regard  to  those  ap- 
plicants, a  Circular,  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand,  has  been  sent  out  to  them,  and 
the  condition  there  stated  is  that  unless 
they  absolutely  and  entirely  give  their 
consent  to  this  arrangement,  and  prac- 
tically apply  again  for  the  shares  they 
have  proposed  to  take,  we  shall  have 
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no  hold  upon  them,  but  they  will  be  per« 
feotly  free.  With  regard  to  the  present 
shareholders,  it  is  not  intended,  in 
asking  for  a  suspension  of  Standing 
Order  No.  62,  to  evade  the  holding  of  a 
WharnclifiFe  meeting.  The  only  portion 
of  the  Standing  Order  we  desire  to  sus- 
pend is  that  part  of  it  which  provides 
that  we  should  report  to  the  Examiners 
that  the  meeting  required  by  the  Act  of 
Parliament  to  be  held  has  been  actually 
held.  We  do  not  intend  to  evade  any 
of  our  responsibility,  but  all  we  want  to 
do  is  to  save  a  few  days,  and  we  are 
prepared  to  give  an  undertaking,  and, 
if  necessary,  I  should  be  prepared  to 
add  it  to  this  Motion,  that  we  should  re- 
port to  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  that 
such  a  meeting  has  been  held,  and  that 
the  necessary  proportion  of  the  share- 
holders have  given  their  assent  to  the 
undertaking  before  we  seek  to  have  it 
performed.  Under  the  circumstances,  I 
think  the  House  will  see  that  we  have 
done  everything  we  possibly  could  to 
gain  the  consent  of  those  more  in- 
terested in  the  matter.  I  have  no  desire 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  or  to 
trespass  upon  it,  for  I  am  anxious  to 
give  our  opponents  an  opportunity  of 
saying  everything  they  have  to  say  with 
regard  to  the  proposition  we  are  now 
making  to  the  House.  Time,  however, 
is  an  element  of  the  greatest  importance 
in  the  case.  I  believe  that  unless  the 
House  is  prepared  to  sanction  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, it  will  be  almost  impossible,  if  not 
quite  impossible,  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  carrying  on  the  un- 
dertaking. If  opportunity  is  afforded 
for  a  protracted  inquiry,  the  time  for  the 
completion  of  the  undertaking,  which 
lapses  on  the  5th  of  August,  must  ne- 
cessarily lapse.  But  if  our  opponents 
think  that  the  lapse  of  the  powers  we  at 
present  possess  will  kill  the  Manches- 
ter Ship  Canal,  then  they  are  very  much 
mistaken.  The  only  effect  of  defeating 
us  now  will  be  that  we  shall  have  to 
apply  to  Parliament  again  next  Ses- 
sion, and  another  £50,000  would  have 
to  be  added  to  the  £150,000  already 
spent  by  the  promoters  of  the  un- 
dertaking in  getting  the  necessary 
sanction  of  ParHament  to  it.  I  believe 
there  is  no  doubt  that,  whatever  our  op- 
ponents may  do,  the  feeling  of  Lanca- 
shire and  Yorkahire  has  been  so  much 
aroused  in  this  case  that  the  effect  of 
defeating  us  at  this  moment  will  only  be 
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to  delay  an  undertaking  wbich  its  oppo- 
nents cannot  absolutely  kill.  I  am  quite 
aware  that  we  are  asking  from  Parlia- 
ment, on  this  occasion,  certain  unusual 
powers;  but  I  ought  to  explain  that 
that  is  not  the  fault  of  the  promoters  of 
the  Bill ;  it  arises  very  much  from 
the  conditions  which  were  imposed 
in  the  original  Act  of  Parliament,  by 
which  we  were  prevented  from  carrying 
out  any  part  of  the  undertaking  until 
practically  the  enormous  capital  of 
£8,000,000  was  actually  subscribed. 
That  is  an  unusual  condition  ;  but  it  is 
not  a  condition  of  which  we  have  ever 
complained,  or  in  regard  to  which  we 
complain  to-day,  although  it  has  placed 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  promoters 
which  cannot  be  fully  appreciated  ex- 
cept by  those  who  have  to  carry  out  the 
working  of  such  an  undertaking.  It 
was  made  a  condition  precedent  that 
this  very  large  amount  of  capital  should 
be  raised  before  the  works  were  com- 
menced, and  we  have  experienced  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  raising  it  in  Lan- 
cashire at  a  time  when  trade  has  been 
so  much  depressed.  If  I  may  use  such 
an  expression  we  have  had  to  do  it  in 
cold  blood,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  un- 
certainty hanging  over  the  people  of 
Lancashire  in  regard  to  whether  this 
undertaking  will  ever  really  be  carried 
out  or  not.  We  are  now  in  a  position 
to  say  that  the  arrangements  we  have 
made  will  render  it  perfectly  certain 
that  the  capital  will  be  raised  without 
any  doubt  whatever,  and  the  mere  an- 
nouncement of  that  fact  has  had  an 
electrical  effect  in  stimulating  the  in- 
terest which  is  felt  in  the  undertaking. 
I  am  informed  that  70  per  cent  of  the 
shareholders,  although  they  were  only 
applied  to  on  Thursday  last,  have  sent 
in  assents  confirming  their  applications, 
and  that  only  one-half  per  cent  have 
expressed  dissent  with  the  new  arrange- 
ment which  has  been  proposed.  I  may 
add,  further,  that  there  have  been  new 
applications  for  shares  from  three  times 
the  number  of  persons  whose  dissent 
has  been  expressed ;  and,  therefore,  it  is 
quite  evident  that  the  shareholders  do 
not  believe  they  can  be  placed  in  a  worse 
position  than  that  which  they  would 
have  occupied  before  the  new  arrange- 
ment was  made.  I  urgently  appeal  to 
the  House  to  grant  us  the  facilities  we 
ask  for.  We  do  not  require  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  Standing  Orders  for  the  pur- 

Mr.  EouUsworih 


pose  of  preventing  our  opponents  from 
carrying  out  any  legislative  opposition 
they  can  legitimately  bring  to  boar  upon 
the  scheme.  The  object  of  asking  for  the 
suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders  is 
simply  to  save  time,  without  depriving 
our  opponents  of  any  of  the  rights  they 
would  enjoy  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances. At  the  same  time,  it  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  our  opponents  can 
have  very  little  to  do  with  the  question 
that  is  before  the  House,  and  the  pro- 
posal which  is  now  introduced.  It  is 
not  a  question  in  which  they  are  inte- 
rested in  the  slightest  degree.  The  oppo- 
sition to  the  scheme,  all  along,  has  been 
occasioned  by  the  fact  that  the  opponents 
thought  their  own  interests  were  likely 
to  be  sacrificed,  and  that  the  position 
of  the  Port  of  Liverpool  might  be 
jeopardized  by  the  carrying  out  of  this 
undertaking.  I  do  not  believe  a  word  of 
it.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  interests 
of  Liverpool  will  be  jeopardized  in  the 
slightest  degree ;  on  the  contrary,  I  believe 
that  neither  the  interests  of  the  Port  of 
Liverpool  nor  of  the  Railway  Companies 
will  suffer  in  the  end.  As  I  have  said, 
although  the  matter  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  promoters,  if  this 
Bill  is  not  passed  now,  it  will  only  delay 
a  measure  which  must  come  on  again 
next  year.  Therefore,  if  the  Bill  is  to 
be  passed,  I  would  ask  the  House  to 
pass  it  at  once,  because  a  single  day 
may  involve  the  risk  of  upsetting  the 
whole  of  the  arrangements  which  have 
been  entered  into. 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(Mr.  Courtney)  (Cornwall,  Bodmin)  :  I 
think  it  will  be  the  opinion  of  the  House 
almost  universally  that  as  little  time  as 
possible  should  be  occupied  in  this  dis- 
cussion consistently  with  the  importance 
of  the  subject ;  and  it  is  with  the  hope 
of  abbreviating  the  discussion  that  may 
follow  that  I  have  risen  thus  early. 
With  reeptct  to  the  question  raised  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Hampshire  (Mr.  Sclater-Booth),  it 
has  been  made  clear  by  the  speech  we 
have  just  heard  that  the  rights  of  the 
shareholders  will  be  substantially  pro- 
tected. The  spirit  of  the  Standing 
Orders  will  be  carried  out,  even  if  the 
words  are  for  the  moment  set  aside. 
The  Wharncliffe  meeting  will  be  held 
on  Monday  next,  and,  if  there  be  dis- 
sentient shareholders,  these  shareholders 
will  not  be  precluded  from  carrying  on 
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their  opposition  to  the  Bill  in  precisely 
the  same  way  as  if   the  Whamcliffe 
meeting  had  been  held  before  this  stage. 
Therefore,  allowing  this  stage  will  in 
no  degree  prejudice  the  right  of  these 
shareholders.     There  is,  however,  an- 
other question  of  which  we  shall  pro- 
bably hear  a  good  deal,  and  which  it  is 
important    for  the  House  to  consider. 
This  scheme    hcis  been  sanctioned  by 
Parliament,  after  repeated  examinations 
by  Committees  of  both  Houses.    It  has 
been  sanctioned  to  this  extent — that  the 
opinion    of   the    Legislature   has    un- 
doubtedly been  expressed  that  it  is  a 
scheme  which  might  fairly  be  tried.     At 
the  same  time.  Parliament  has  laid  down 
very  extreme  financial  conditions  under 
which  it  is  to  be  carried  out.    Those 
conditions  cannot  be  lightly  disregarded. 
It  is  impossible  to  pay  attention  to  the 
approval  of  the  scheme  and  disregard 
the  conditions  annexed  to  it.      Those 
conditions,  I  apprehend,  were  annexed 
on  this  principle — that  the  scheme  does 
expose  very  considerable    interests  to 
some  risk,  and  that  risk  ought  not  to  be 
entered  upon  wantonly  or  without  some 
substantial  security — not  only  that  the 
matter  was  prosecuted  hond  fide^   but 
was  prosecuted  under  conditions  to  give 
guarantee  of  the  substantial  character 
of  the  undertaking.     It  was  for  that 
reason,   I  apprehend,    that    the   strict 
financial  conditions    were   annexed  to 
the  sanction  given  by  Parliament ;  and 
the  Bill  now  proposed  is,  in  effect,  to 
dispense  in  some   degree    with    those 
financial  conditions.     We  ought,  if  pos- 
sible, to  secure  the  same  authority  in 
favour  of  dispensation  that  we  had  in 
favour  of  originally  imposing  the  con- 
ditions.   This  House,  speaking  of  it  as 
a  body,  is  no  more  competent  to  under- 
take the  question  whether  or  no  those 
fi^nancial  conditions  are  absolutely  ne- 
cessary them  it  was  competent  to  under- 
take the  question  whether  the  scheme, 
as  a  whole,  should  be  passed  or  not ; 
l>ut  the  Committee  which  annexed  those 
financial  conditions  to  the  scheme  is  a 
competent  body  to  advise    us  on  the 
question  whether  the  conditions  can  be 
clispensed   with.      Without,    therefore, 
allowing  a  Committee   to  go  into  the 
mercantile  or  engineering  character  of 
tlie  scheme,  or  to  enter  on  that  which 
Jias  been  decided,  it  is,  I  conceive,  a 
vexjr  proper  thing  that  the  precise  ques- 
tion which  is  now  treated  in  this  Bill — 
iiziely,  the  dispensation  with  the  finan- 


cial conditions — should  be  referred  to  a 
Committee,  and  before  that  Committee 
the  interests  which  were  protected  by 
these  conditions  should  be  allowed  to 
appear.  I  took  the  opportunity  of 
bringing  together  the  agents  in- 
terested in  this  matter  —  the  agent 
for  the  promoters,  and  those  repre- 
senting the  London  and  North- Western 
Bailway,  the  Mersey  Docks,  and  the 
Liverpool  Corporation — and  suggested 
to  them  that  the  Bill  might  be  allowed 
to  be  read  a  second  time  if  it  was  under- 
stood that  it  should  be  referred  to  an 
ordinary  Committee  of  four  Members, 
and  that  the  examination  before  that 
Committee  should  be  strictly  confined  to 
this  issue — whether  the  substitution  of 
the  proposed  financial  arrangement  was 
one  that  could  be  sanctioned,  having  re- 
gard to  the  motive  and  purpose  of  the  ori- 
ginal arrangement,  and  the  large  amount 
of  capital  which  is  involved.  Perhaps  I 
may  bo  allowed  to  add  that  since  I  have 
been  in  the  House  I  have  received  a 
message  from  the  agent  to  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill,  stating  that  they  as- 
sent to  the  condition  which  I  proposed. 
In  these  circumstances  I  apprehend  the 
opponents  would  be  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  conditions  of  reference  ;  and  if 
the  agent  of  the  promoters,  as  I  under- 
stand, is  ready  to  assent  to  these  con- 
ditions, I  think  the  House  may  consent 
to  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second 
time,  upon  the  understanding  that  it 
shall  be  referred  to  an  ordinary  Com- 
mittee of  four  Members  constituted  for 
that  purpose.  No  time  should  be  lost  in 
getting  to  work,  and  the  inquiry,  as  I 
have  said,  should  be  confined  strictly  to 
the  question  as  to  whether  the  financial 
conditions  under  which  the  Bill  was  for- 
merly sanctioned  could  be  transformed 
to  the  proposed  conditions  consistently 
with  the  respect  paid  to  those  interests 
in  regard  to  which  the  financial  con- 
ditions were  presumably  imposed. 

Mr.  HOULDSWOETH  :  Perhaps  I 
may  be  allowed  to  say  that  the  agent  for 
the  promoters  had  no  authority  to  give 
consent  to  the  proposal  of  the  Chairman 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  I  am  quite  sure 
he  has  not  done  so  without  authority. 

Mb.  SCLATER-BOOTH  :  I  am  quite 
satisfied  with  the  proposal  which  has 
been  made  by  my  hon.  Friend,  if  my 
hon.  Friend  will  undertake  that  the 
Committee  shall  receive  an  Instruction 
in  the  direction  I  have  intimated.  In 
that    ase  the  necessary  prelimioary  of 
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a  reference  to  a  WharncHffe  meeting 
might  be  waived,  on  the  understanding 
that  the  Examiners  of  Private  Bills 
should  be  satisfied  as  to  the  hondjide 
character  of  the  assent  of  the  share- 
holders in  regard  to  the  conditions  which 
I  have  specified.  In  that  case  I  shall  be 
perfectly  content  to  withdraw  my  Mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  OOUETNEY:  I  assent  entirely 
to  the  stipulation  which  has  been  laid 
down  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  So 
far  as  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Manchester  (Mr.  Houldsworth)  are 
concerned,  in  reference  to  the  iEissent  of 
the  agent  for  the  promoters,  I  have 
only  to  say  that  I  received  the  message 
from  the  agent  since  I  entered  the 
House. 

Mr.  SINOLAIE  (Falkirk.  &c.):  There 
is  one  question  which  I  should  like  to 
put  to  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  it  has  reference  to  the  proposed 
Eeference  to  the  Committee.  Will  the 
hon.  Member  accept  the  Motion  which 
I  have  placed  on  the  Paper  that  the 
Select  Committee  to  whom  the  Bill  is 
referred  shall  consist  of  nine  Members  ; 
that  the  Petitioners  against  the  Bill  shall 
be  entitled  to  be  heard ;  and  that  the 
Committee  shall  have  power  to  send  for 
pei'sons,  papers,  and  records  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY :  The  proposal  of 
the  hon.  Member  is  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  the  Committee,  which  is  always 
undesirable  unless  there  is  a  special  rea- 
son for  it.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
advisable  to  allow  everybody  to  come  in 
and  to  raise  any  matter  which  may  not 
be  legitimate  to  the  issue  submitted  to 
the  Committee. 

.  Sir  JOHN  E.  MOWBEAY  (Oxford 
University) :  I  agree  with  the  Chairman 
of  Ways  and  Means  that,  as  a  general 
rule,  it  is  undesirable  to  increase  the 
numbers  of  a  Committee,  especially  in  a 
matter  like  this,  where  you  have  already 
had  the  question  tried  six  times  over.  I 
think  that  four  Members  are  quite  suffi- 
cient to  deal  with  such  a  question  as 
that  which  is  proposed  to  be  referred  to 
the  Committee,  and  I  hope  the  House 
will  not  consent  to  increase  the  num- 
ber.          

Mr.  WHITLEY  (Liverpool,  Everton): 
On  behalf  of  the  Corporation  of  Liver- 
pool, I  believe  I  am  justified  in  saying 
that  they  will  be  prepared  to  accept  the 
proposal  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

iff,  Sclater -Booth 


Mr.  SOLATER-BOOTH  :  f  am  quite 
ready  to  withdraw  my  Amendment,  on 
the  understanding  that  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means  will  frame  an  Instruc- 
tion to  the  Select  Committee  in  regard 
to  the  points  which  I  have  mentioned. 

Mr.  WOOTTON  ISAACSON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Stepney) :  I  should  like  to  re- 
mind the  House  that  we  have  not  yet  had 
an  assurance  that  the  promoters  of  the 
Bill  are  prepared  to  accept  the  proposal 
of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  HOULDSWOETH  :  All  I  have 
to  say  is  that  I  was  not  made  aware  of 
the  negotiations  with  the  promoters  of 
the  Bill  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  has 
referred.  I  received  no  information 
upon  the  subject  of  any  kind.  Now, 
however,  I  am  given  to  understand 
that  the  promoters  have  been  con- 
sulted. I  shall  not,  therefore,  further 
oppose  the  proposition.  I  still  hold 
strongly  the  opinion  that  the  course 
suggested  is  unnecessary.  The  Bill  itself 
distinctly  provides  that  certain  formali- 
ties must  be  gone  through  before  the 
works  are  commenced,  in  order  that 
Parliament  may  be  satisfied  that  the 
financial  conditions  have  been  fulfilled. 
For  instance,  the  Company  are  bound  to 
prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  that  £5,000,000  have  been  raided 
in  a  hand  fide  manner,  and  a  certificate 
to  that  efiPect  must  be  given  before  the 
work  is  begun.  At  the  same  time,  as 
there  appears  to  have  been  some  kind 
of  assent  given  by  the  promoters,  al- 
though without  my  knowledge,  to  the 
course  now  proposed  to  be  taken,  I  will 
not  further  oppose  it. 

Mr.  SINCLAIE  :  I  cannot  see  that 
there  is  any  great  difference  between 
the  proposal  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means  and  the  Motion  which  I 
have  placed  on  the  Paper ;  and,  there- 
fore, on  the  part  of  the  Mersey  Dock 
and  Harbour  Board,  I  may  say  that  I 
do  not  intend  to  persist  with  my  Motion. 
At  the  same  time,  I  think  there  would 
be  considerable  advantage  in  having 
the  matter  thoroughly  investigated  in 
the  way  I  suggested. 

Mr.  ADDISON  ( Ashton-under-Lyne): 
As  the  proposal  of  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means  has  come  on  the  House 
by  surprise,  I  should  like  to  understand 
exactly  what  it  is  that  is  proposed  to  be 
done.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that, 
up  to  the  present  time,  the  Bill  has  not 
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1)060  agreed  to ;  and  there  may  be  fresh 
opponents  whose  opposition  would  have 
toe  effect  of  increasing,  to  an  enormous 
extent,  the  delay  which  may  arise  in 
passing  the  Bill.    What  we  complain  of 
is  that  the  course  which  is  now  being 
pursued  may  enable  our  opponents  to  do, 
by  a  side  wind,  something  which  they 
would  not  venture  to  do  openly  in  the 
House.    What  I  want  to  know  is  whe- 
ther a  number  of  persons  who  are  inte- 
rested in  this  question,  but  who  have  no 
loett»  standi,  are  to  be  allowed  to  appear 
before  the  Committee ;  and  in  that  case 
it  may  be  necessary  to  give  a  further 
Instruction  to  the  Committee,  somewhat 
similar  to  that  which   was    g^ven  on 
Friday  night  in  regard  to  an  important 
public  measure — namely,  that  the  Bill 
must  be  reported  to  the  House  by  a 
certain  day  ?    Unless  something  of  that 
kind  is  done,  I  am  afraid  that  the  Bill 
may  be  defeated  by  the  opposition  that 
may  be  raised  to  it  in  certain  quarters, 
although  the  opponents  can  have  but  a 
very  small  interest  in  the  undertaking. 
For  instance,  I  fail  to  see  what  interest 
the  London  and  North- Western  Railway 
Company  can  have  in  opposing  a  Bill  of 
this  kind.    The  only  object  of  the  Bill 
is  to  enable  the  promoters  to  raise  the 
money  which  is  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  carry  out  an  undertaking  that  has 
already  received  the  sanction  of  Par- 
liament, and  they  are  simply  proposing 
to  divide  their  capital.     When  I  have 
witnessed  the  alacrity  with  which  the 
opponents    of   the   measure^some    of 
whom,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are  sitting 
near  me— accepted  the  compromise  sug- 
gested by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means,  I  fear  that  if  they  succeed  in 
carrying  their  opposition  much  further 
they  will  prevent  the  ultimate  passing 
of  the  Bill.     Therefore,  I   think    we 
ought  to  know  who  the  opponents  of 
the  Bill  are,  and  how  many  of  them  are 
to  be  allowed  a  locus  standi,  and  we 
ought  further  to  know,  to  some  extent, 
the  reasons  upon  which  a  locm  standi  is 
to  be  granted. 

Sir  JOLIAN  QOLDSMID  (St.  Pan- 
eras,  S.):  As  a  shareholder  of  the  London 
and  North- Western  Railway,  I  cannot, 
for  the  life  of  me,  see  what  that  Com- 
pany has  to  do  with  the  matter.  This 
18  a  question  solely  as  to  how  the 
capital  i)  to  be  raised ;  and  I  think  the 
House  ought  to  say  that  the  only  persons 
concerned  are  the  shareholders  of  the 


Company  and  the  public.  Therefore,  I 
hope  that  the  Instruction  moved  by  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  will  be  a 
very  narrow  one,  or  we  may  have  this 
result — that  the  persons  who  have  op- 

Eosed  the  measure  hitherto,  and  who 
ave  been  beaten,  will  raise  the  whole 
of  their  opposition  ag^in  in  a  more  in- 
sidious form.  I  therefore  trust  that  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  will 
take  care  tbat  the  London  and  North- 
western Railway  Company  are  not 
allowed  a  loeas  standi, 

Mb.  COURTNEY :  There  is,  I  think, 
no  danger  of  the  multiplication  of  per- 
sons having  a  loeus  standi,  as  the  non. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Ashton-under-Lyne  (Mr.  Addison)  has 
suggested.    You  may  be  sure  the  agent 
will  not  consent  to  that.    But  to  enter 
into  the  question  now  raised  by  my  hon. 
Friend    the   Member  for  St.  Pancraa 
(Sir  Julian  Goldsmid)  would  be  really 
to  argue  the  whole    question.      As  a 
matter  of  fact,  if  we  are  asked  now  to 
go  into  the  question  whether  the  London 
and  North-western  Railway  Company 
are  to  have  a  loeus  standi  to  oppose  this 
Bill,  it  would  amount  to  a  discussion  of 
a  question  which  had  far  better  be  left 
to  the  Select  Committee  upstairs.    It 
was  in  order  to  avoid  a  discussion  of 
that  kind  that  I  suggested  the  compro- 
mise between   the  promoters  and  the 
opponents*  with  the  sincere  hope  that 
the  consideration  of  the  matter  would 
not  occupy  any  considerable  amount  of 
time.      In    all    probability,    the    only 
bodies  to  whom    locus  standi  will   be 
granted  will  be  the  London  and  North- 
western Railway  Company,  the  Mersey 
Docks   and  Harbour  Board,   and   the 
Corporation  of  Liverpool,   who,  in  all 
probability,  will  be  represented  by  the 
same  counsel,  although  I  am  not  abso- 
lutely entitled  to  say  that  that  will  be 
the  case.    At  all  events,  the  Reference 
will  be  a  most  narrow  one.  I  believe  that 
both  the  opponents  and  promoters  of  the 
measure  are  actuated  by  a  sincere  desire 
that  tbe  matter  should  not  occupy  much 
time,  and  that  the  Committee  should 
be  strictly  confined  to  the  point  which 
has  been  raised.    The  promoters  of  the 
Bill  are,  I  believe,  satisfied  that  the 
proposal  will  not  in  any  way  imperil  the 
scheme,  owing  to  the  efflux  of  time. 

Sir  HENRY  JAMES  (Bury,  Lan- 
cashire) :  The  Chairman  of  Ways  ani 
Means  cannot  guarantee  that  the  in- 
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quiry  will  be  a  short  one,  because  that 
must  depend  upon  the  character  of  the 
opposition.  I  therefore  wish  to  give 
Notice  that  when  the  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means  moves  the  Instruction  to  the 
Committee,  I  shall  move,  as  a  further 
Instruction,  that  the  Select  Committee 
shall  report  the  Bill  to  the  House  by  a 
certain  date  which  I  shall  be  then  pre- 
pared to  give. 

Me.  SmCLATB :  May  I  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  House  in  order  that  I 
may  refer  to  an  observation  which  fell 
from  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Ashton-under-L3me  (Mr.  Addison). 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  referred 
to  the  alacrity  with  which  the  opponents 
of  the  Bill  had  accepted  the  proposal  of 
the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.  I 
would  only  say  that  those  opponents 
would  very  much  prefer  to  thresh  the 
matter  out  on  the  floor  of  this  House 
rather  than  in  a  Committee  upstairs ; 
but  they  have  accepted  the  suggestion 
of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means, 
in  deference  to  the  quarter  from  which 
it  proceeded. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  mthdrawn. 

Amendment  made,  by  leaving  out  204 
and  223. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  62  and 
235  be  suspended. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  commiUed, 

Q  UE8TI0N8. 

0 

POOR  LAW— PAROCHIAL  RELIEF,  1886 
—STATISTICS. 

Mr.  HOYLE  (Lancashire,  S.E.,  Hey- 
wood)  asked  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  How  many  persons 
received  parochial  relief  in  Englemd, 
Wales,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  respec- 
tively, in  the  year  ending  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1886,  and  the  number  in  each 
country  of  indoor  and  of  outdoor 
paupers  ? 

The  PEESIDENT  (Mr.  Eitchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's):  I  am 
unable  to  state  how  many  persons  re- 
ceived parochial  relief  in  England, 
Wales,  and  Scotland  respectively  during 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1886. 
As  regards  England  and  Wales,  it  is 
the  practice  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  obtain  Returns  of  the  numbers 
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of  paupers  on  certain  days  only.  On 
January  1  last  there  were  822,216 
paupers  in  the  country  in  receipt  of  re- 
lief, of  whom  201,698  were  indoor  and 
620,517  outdoor  paupers.  With  respect 
to  Scotland,  I  am  informed  by  the  Board 
of  Supervision  that,  on  January  14  last, 
the  total  number  of  paupers,  registered 
and  casual,  including  dependents,  re- 
ceiving relief  was  99,734;  and  that  on 
January  1  last  the  total  number  in  poor- 
houses  was  10,233.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  Ireland  state  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  Betums  for  the  week 
ended  January  1,  1887,  the  total  nom- 
ber  of  persons  in  receipt  of  relief  on 
that  day  was  113,241,  of  whom  65,015 
received  outdoor  relief,  47,477  were  in 
workhouses,  and  749  in  blind,  deaf,  and 
dumb  asylums. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND)— STATISTICS. 

Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottingham,  Bosh- 
clifife)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  What  was 
the  number  of  evictions  and  of  persons 
evicted  in  Ireland  during  April  and 
May,  1887? 

The  PAELIAMENTABY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kikg-Habmak) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  the  number  of  evictions  in  Imand 
during  the  period  mentioned  was  1,0 IS. 
The  total  number  irom  the  beginning 
of  the  year  was  4,909,  of  which  2,733 
persons  were  re-admitted  as  caretakers. 

AGRICULTURAL  DEPARTMENT— SCAB- 

LATINA— DR.  KLEIN'S  MILK 

THEORY. 

Sm  TJGHTEED  KAY-SHUTTLE- 
WORTH  (Lancashire,  Clitheroe)  asked 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 
caster, Whether  he  can  give  the  Honse 
information  as  to  any  investigatioDS 
which  the  veterinary  officials  of  the 
Agricultural  Department  have  been  in- 
structed to  make  into  Dr.  Klein's  theoij 
of  scarlatina  infection  from  the  milk  of 
diseased  cows ;  whether,  at  present,  any 
confirmation  of  that  theory  has  been 
obtained  by  the  investigations  of  other 
medical  or  veterinary  observers;  and, 
whether  he  can  lay  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  any  Reports  on  the  subject, 
and  any  communications  which  ha^e 
passed  between  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment and  the  Local  Government 
Board? 
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The  CHANOELLOE  of  the  duchy 
(Lord  John  Manners)  (Leicestershire, 
E.) :  The  inquiry  respecting  the  alleged 
scarlatina  outbreak  by  the  agency  of  the 
milk  of  diseased  cows  is  still  being  car- 
ried on.  But,  up  to  the  present  time, 
the  investigations  of  medical  and  vete- 
rinary observers  do  not  justify  any  posi- 
tive conclusion.  Communications  on  the 
subject  have  taken  place  between  the 
Local  Government  Board — with  which 
we  are  anxious  to  co-operate — and  the 
Agricultural  Department,  and  a  Report 
will  be  laid  before  Parliament  as  soon 
as  the  inquiry  is  completed. 

THE    CURRENCY— FRENCH   AND 
ITALIAN  COPPER  COINS. 

Mr.  MONTAGU  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Whitechapel)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  Whether  he  can  state 
the  quantity  of  5  and  10  centime  pieces 
received  by  the  post  offices  up  to  the 
end  of  May ;  and,  whether  he  intends 
to  make  any  further  provision  for  the 
withdrawal  from  circulation  of  French 
and  Italian  copper  coins  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.   Gosohen)  (St.    George's, 
Hanover  Square) :    The  total  sum  of 
about  £23,000  will  have  been  paid  by 
the  Mint  to  the  Postmaster  General  for 
foreign   bronze    coin  withdrawn    from 
circulation   by  the  Post   Office  in  the 
United    Kingdom   to  the  end  of  last 
month.     The  weight  of  the  coin  with- 
drawn is  rather  more  than  55  tons.    By 
far  the  greater  part  of  the  coin  has  been 
withdrawn  from  circulation  in  London 
and  the  seaport  towns  in  the  South  and 
8outh-£ast  of  England.      There    has 
been   no    special    demand    for    British 
bronze  coin,  either  in  the  Metropolitan 
district  or  the  Provinces,  in  consequence 
oC  the  withdrawal  of  foreign  coin.    It  is 
the  opinion  of  the  postmasters  that  the 
withdrawal  is  practically  complete,  and 
that  during^  the  six  weeks  allowed  for  it, 
from  April  20  till  May  31,  there  has  been 
ample  time  for  the  public  to  exchange 
the  amounts  which  it  held.  There  would 
not  appear  to  be  any  necessity,  there- 
fore, now  that  public  attention  has  been 
called   to     the   matter,    to    make    any 
further  provision  for  the  withdrawal  of 
f  oreigpa  coin  ;  but  notices  will  be  circu- 
lated by  means  of  the  Post  Office  and 
Customs,  at  seaports,  warning  the  pub- 
lic that  the  coin  is  not  legal  tender  in 


the  United  Kingdom,  and  that  its  im- 
portation is  prohibited. 

EDUCATION    (SCOTLAND)    ACT,    1878— 
CERTIFICATES  OF  BIRTHS. 

Mr.  FRASER-MACKINTOSH  (In- 
vemess-shire)  asked  the  Lord  Advocate, 
Whether,  under  **The  Education  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1878,"  section  11,  a  Secretary 
of  State  has,  as  therein  provided,  issued 
the  particulars  and  fixed  the  fee  regard- 
ing certificates  of  birth  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Education  Acts  ? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H. 
A.  Macdonald)  (Edinburgh  and  St. 
Andrew's  Universities) :  An  Order  was 
issued  by  the  Home  Secretary  dealing 
with  this  matter  on  the  10th  of  June, 
1879,  and  was  communicated  to  school 
boards  in  Scotland  by  the  Scotch  Educa- 
tion Department  on  4th  September, 
1879. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE   (SCOTLAND)— 
ANGUS  MacLAUCHLAN. 

Ma.  ERASER- MACKINTOSH  (In- 
verness-shire) asked  the  Lord  Advocate, 
Whether  due  inquiries  have  been  made 
in  reference  to  the  complaint  made  by 
Angus  MacLauchlan,  Carpenter,  Avie- 
more,  Inverness- shire,  for  assault,  op- 
pression, and  nimious  conduct  on  tne 
part  of  certain  influential  persons,  the 
receipt  of  which  complaint  was  acknow- 
ledged by  the  Crown  Agent  on  22nd 
April  last?   • 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H. 
A.    Maodonald)  (Edinburgh    and    St. 
Andrew's  Universities) :    Due  inquiry 
was  made  into  this  complaint  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  letter  acknowledged  by  the 
Crown  Agent  on  22nd  April ;    and  on 
6th  May,  by  my  instructions,  a  letter 
was  sent  to  Angus  MacLauchlan  to  in- 
^  form  him  that  I  did  not  consider  there 
:  were  grounds  for  a  prosecution  at  the 
'  public  instance. 

i 

ARMY  —  CADETS  OP  THE  ROYAL 
MILITARY  ACADEMY  AT  ALDERSHOT. 

Colonel  HAMILTON  (Southwark, 
Rotherhithe)  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  As  to  whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Gbvernment  to  require 
the  cadets  of  the  Royal  Military 
Academy,  Woolwich,  to  pay  out  of  their 
own  pockets  the  expenses  of  attending 
the  Jubilee  Review  at  Aldershot  ? 
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The  SUEVEYOE  GENERAL  of 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  Northcots)  (Exe- 
ter) (who  replied)  said,  that  the  expenses 
of  the  cadets  in  attending  the  Review 
would  be  borne  by  the  Mess  Fund  of  the 
Royal  Military  Academy. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)— IM- 
PRISONMENT OP  JOHN  RYAN,  AN 
EVICTED  TENANT. 

Mb.  henry  H.  fowler  (Wol- 
verhampton, E.)  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  case  of  John  Ryan,  who  was  com- 
mitted to  prison  by  the  High  Sheriff  of 
the  County  of  Tipperary  on  the  31st 
March,  1886,  for  taking  possession  of  a 
holding  from  which  he  had  been  evicted, 
and  whose  period  of  imprisonment  is 
stated  in  the  Return,  recently  presented 
to  the  House,  to  be  for  an  **  indefinite 
term ; "  whether  the  High  Sheriff  of  any 
oooniy  in  Ireland  has  the  power  to  com- 
mit to  prison  for  an  '* indefinite  term" 
an  evicted  tenant  for  re-taking  posses- 
sion of  his  holding;  and,  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  John 
Ryan  has  been  in  prison  for  upwards  of 
12  months,  the  case  will  be  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant ? 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
secretary  (Colonel  King-Haeman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said :  John  Ryan  appears  to  have  been 
committed  to  prison  on  June  4,  1886, 
pursuant  to  an  order  of  attachment  for 
contempt  issued  from  the  Chancery 
Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  in 
Ireland.  The  contempt  committed  was 
that  stated  in  the  Return ;  but  the  Gb- 
Ternor  of  the  prison,  in  sending  forward 
the  materials  for  the  Return,  erroneously 
stated  that  the  committal  was  by*  the 
Sheriff,  who  merely  signed  the  warrant 
pursuant  to  the  writ  of  the  Court.  The 
Sheriff,  of  himself,  has  no  power  to  com- 
mit to  prison.  Ryan  was  informed  in 
October  last,  in  reply  to  a  Memorial  for- 
warded by  him  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
that  any  application  for  his  release 
should  be  made  through  the  Judge  who 
committed  him  for  contempt;  but  he 
has  not  made  any  such  application.  It 
has  been  open  to  him  to  obtain  his  re- 
lease at  any  time  by  purging  the  con- 
tempt, and  the  Government  are  unable 
to  interfere  in  the  matter. 


WAR  OFFICE  (ORDNANCE  DEPART- 
MENT)—EXPERIMENTAL  WIRE  GUNS. 

Sir  HENRY  TYLER  (Great  Ya^ 
mouth)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  Whether  a  10-inch  wire  howitzer 
and  a  9'2-inch  wire  gun  were  constructed 
last  year  at  Woolwich ;  and,  if  so,  what 
was  the  weight  and  cost  of  each  of  them ; 
and,  also,  whether  he  would  be  so  good 
as  to  describe,  in  regard  to  the  rounds 
fired  from  each  of  these  guns— (a)  the 
weight  of  charge  and  nature  of  powder; 
(b)  weight  of  projectile;  (c)  muzzle 
velocity  for  each  round;  and  (d)  the 
maximum  powder  pressure,  with  any 
other  particulars  of  an  interesting  cha- 
racter; and,  whether  he  will  kindly 
afford,  in  an  Unopposed  Return,  any  in- 
formation that  he  is  unable  to  embody 
in  the  answer  to  this  Question  ? 

The  surveyor  GENERAL  of 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  Northcotb)  (Exe- 
ter)  (who  replied)  said :  The  two  guna 
in  question  are  entirely  experimental, 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  does  not  think 
it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  the  Service 
to  publish  the  details  asked  for  by  my 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend;  but  he  will 
have  no  objection  to  givehim  such  details 
confidentially  for  his  own  information. 

METROPOLITAN   P0LIC5E  —  SERGEANT 

MURPHY. 

Captain  PRICE  (Devonport)  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether,  in  the  case  of  Sergeant 
Murphy,  of  the  Metropolitan  Police,  any 
Report  has  been  received  from  the  Royal 
Naval  Hospital  at  Plymouth,  stating  the 
nature  and  cause  of  his  illness ;  and,  if 
not,  whetber  he  will  make  the  necessary 
inquiries  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  I  have 
received  a  Report  from  the  Deputy  In- 
spector General  of  the  Royal  Naval 
Hospital  at  Plymouth,  who  states  that 
the  nature  of  Police  Constable  Murphy's 
Dlness  is  very  obscure,  and  that  the 
symptoms  probably  point  to  brain 
disease.  He  cannot  say  what  the  canse 
of  the  illness  is,  or  whether  it  arises  from 
drinking.  However,  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner has  no  doubt  from  the  evidence 
that  this  man  was  drunk  on  the  12th 
ultimo,  for  which  offence  he  was  reduced 
in  rank  before  his  present  illnesB  came 
on. 
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CENTRAL  ASIA-TRADE  COMMUNICA- 
TION  WITH  THIBET— THE  CONVEN- 
TION  WITH  CHINA. 

Sib  JOHN  SIMON  (Dewsbury)  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  two  communications  from  Mr. 
W.  Warry,  of  Her  Majesty's  Consular 
Service  at  Darjeeling,  India,  to  the 
Dewsbury  Chamber  of  Commerce,  copies 
of  which  were  sent  in  November  or 
December  last  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India,  relating  to  the  opening  up  of 
trade  with  Thibet;  and,  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  take  steps 
for  giving  effect  to  the  clause  in  the 
recent  Convention  with  China  relating 
to  Thibet  ? 

The  UNDEE  SECRETAEY  op 
STATE  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  (Man- 
Chester,  N.E.) :  I  have  read  the  Heports 
referred  to.  Mr.  Warry  belongs  to  the 
Consular  Service  in  China,  and  was 
detached  for  special  service  under  the 
Government  of  India.  I  can  add  nothing 
to  the  reply  which  I  have  already  given 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Kensing- 
ton (Sir  Boper  Lethbridge)  and  others 
on  this  subject.  The  matter  will  not  be 
lost  sight  of ;  but  it  is  not  considered 
advisable  to  take  any  further  steps  at 
present. 

POST  OFFICE  (LONDON)— POSITION  OF 

PORTERS, 

Mr.  p.  O'BEIEN  (Monaghan,    N.) 
asked  the  Postmaster  General,  If  he  will 
state  what  number  of  hours  the  General 
Post  Office  (London)  porters  have  to 
work ;    whether  there  is  any  promotion 
open  to  them  as  sorters,  postmen,    or 
messengers ;  whether  they  are  liable  to 
a   stoppage  of  pay  when  absent  from 
sickness,  which  is  not  required    from 
znen  similarly  employed  in  other  Depart- 
ments; and,   whether  it  is  a  fact  that 
tbey  are  not  allowed  Bank  Holidays  ? 

The  POSTMASTEE  GENERAL  (Mr. 

Baikes)  (Cambridge  University):  The 

I^ost  Office  porters  in  London  work,  as 

a    rule,  from  eight  and  a-half  to  nine 

Ixoars  a-day.    Promotion  is  open  to  them 

as  postmen,  as  messengers,  and  also,  as 

££LT  as  the  limits  of  age  correspond,  as 

sorters.     During  absence  from  illness 

-tlrey  receive  exactly  the  same  proportion 

o:f  their  pay  as  members  of  corresponding, 


or  nearly  corresponding,  class  in  the 
Post  Office — that  is  to  say,  two-thirds. 
On  Bank  Holidays  the  indoor  work  of 
the  Post  Office  is  much  the  same  as  on 
other  days.  Anything  in  the  shape  of  a 
general  holiday  is,  therefore,  impossible. 
But  in  the  case  of  the  porters,  as  of 
other  members  of  the  indoor  force,  the 
superintending  officers  have  instructions 
to  let  as  many  as  possible  be  away. 

RAILWAY  AND  CANAL  TRAFFIC  BILL 
—CARRIAGE  OF  TOWN  REFUSE. 

Mr.  0.  V.  MORGAN  (Battersea) 
asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  Whether  he  is  prepared  to  intro- 
duce a  clause  in  the  Eailway  and  Canal 
Traffic  BiU,  compelling  the  Eailway 
Companies  to  carry  town  refuse  at  a 
cheap  rate,  in  accordance  with  the  Peti* 
tion  of  the  Wandsworth  District  Board 
of  Works  ? 

The  secretary  (Baron  Henry  Db 
Worms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth):  It 
is  not  the  intention  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  introduce  on  behalf  of  the  Go- 
vernment such  a  clause  as  that  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  Member. 

LIGHTHOUSE  ILLTJMINANTS— THE 
TRINITY  HOUSE  REPORT. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  in  reference  to  his  statement  that 
his  chief  objection  to  the  investigation 
of  the  Trinity  House  Report  on  Idght- 
house  lUuminants  was  the  expense 
which  would  be  involved,  Whether  he 
has  received  an  undertaking  or  guaran- 
tee from  Mr.  Wigham  that  the  cost  of 
that  investigation  would  not  exceed 
£2,000  ;  whether  Mr.  Wigham  had  also 
previously  offered  his  own  services  gra- 
tuitously in  connection  with  the  inquiry; 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  accepting  Mr.  Wighcun's  offer  and 
his  guarantee ;  and,  whether  the  Board 
of  Trade  have  received  Memorials  from 
shipowners  of  Liverpool,  Belfast,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne,  and  other  places;  also 
from  the  authorities  of  Queenstown 
Harbour,  repeating  their  demands  made 
last  Session  that  the  Report  of  the 
Trinity  House  should  be  referred  to  in- 
dependent authority  for  investigation  ? 

The  secretary  (Baron  Henry 
Db  Worms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) : 
I  would  point  out  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
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ber  that  tho  question  of  expendi- 
ture was  not  the  only  one  adverted 
to  in  my  statement  to  which  he  refers. 
But  if  such  had  been  the  case,  the 
Board  of  Trade,  in  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  Mercantile  Marine  Fund, 
could  not  sanction  any  expenditure  not 
absolutely  essential  and  necessary  to 
meet  immediate  requirements,  even  if  it 
were  admitted  to  be  otherwise  expe- 
dient. As  regards  the  last  paragraph, 
I  would  observe  that  the  bodies  referred 
to  have  repeated  demands  on  which  the 
Board  of  Trade  came  to  a  decision  last 
year. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  reply  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  he  should,  on  going  into 
Committee  of  Supply,  call  attention  to 
lighthouse  illuminants,  and  the  action  of 
the  Trinity  House  in  reference  thereto. 

THE  SUBMARINE  TELEGRAPH 
COMPANY. 

Mr.  MONTAGU  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Whitchapel)  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  Whether  negotiations  are  now 
pending  for  the  renewal  of  the  mono- 
poly of  the  Submarine  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, which  expires  in  1889  ;  and,  whe- 
ther, before  any  final  decision  is  taken, 
the  conditions  will  be  stated,  so  that 
the  various  Chambers  of  Commerce 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  considering 
them? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikbs)  (Cambridge  University) :  In 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member,  I  have  to 
state  that  I  am  in  communication  with 
the  Telegraphic  Administrations  of  some 
of  the  neighbouring  Foreign  States  with 
regard  to  the  arrangements  which  it  will 
be  necessary  to  make  for  the  transmis- 
sion of  telegrams  between  this  country 
and  those  States  when  the  concessions 
now  held  by  the  Submarine  Telegraph 
Company  from  Prance  and  Belgium  ex- 
pire in  1889.  I  do  not  think  that  I  can 
promise  to  submit  these  arrangements 
to  the  Chambers  of  Commerce;  but  I 
shall  be  ready  to  consider  any  sugges- 
tion that  they  may  desire  to  make. 

THE  "  BOARD  OP  TRADE  JOURNAL  "— 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Me.  MONTAGU  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Whitechapel)*  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  Whether  the  Treasury 
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was  consulted  and  gave  its  sanction  to 
the  Stationery  OflRce,  prior  to  the  de- 
cision having  been  taken,  to  insert  com- 
mercial advertisements  in  The  Board  of 
Trade  Journal;  and,  whether  he  can 
state  when  the  existing  contract  for  ad- 
vertisements will  terminate  ? 

Sir  HERBERT  MAXWELL  (A  Lord 
of  the  Treasury)  (Wigton)  (who  re- 
plied) said,  the  Treasury  had  been  con- 
sulted and  had  given  its  sanction  in 
this  matter.  The  existing  contract  for 
advertisements  would  terminate  on  De- 
cember 31,  1889. 

METROPOLITAN  POLICE  COURTS - 
THE  HAMMERSMITH  AND  WANDS- 
WORTH  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  0.  V.  MORGAN  (Battersea) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether  it  is  a  fact 
that,  although  the  population  of  London 
has  increased  since  the  year  1839  from 
under  2,000,000  to  over  4,000,000  there 
has  not  been  any  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  the  magistrates  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police  Courts,  although  during 
that  period,  in  addition  to  this  increase 
of  population,  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
magistrates  has  been  very  greatly  ex- 
tended by  many  Acts  of  Parliament; 
and,  whether,  considering  the  great 
increase  of  population  and  rateable 
value  in  the  Hammersmith  and  Wands- 
worth Police  Court  Districts,  and  inas- 
much as  this  subject  has  now  been 
under  the  consideration  of  Government 
for  more  than  seven  years,  and  he  has 
twice  stated  in  the  House  that  it  is 
necessary  that  these  Courts  should  he 
made  whole  day  Courts,  the  establish- 
ment of  such  whole  day  Courts  will 
be  carried  out  without  any  further 
delay  ? 

Tub  secretary  op  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  The 
establishment  of  whole  day  Courts  at 
Hammersmith  and  Wandsworth  has 
been  decided  on,  but  not  carried  out  at 
present,  as  the  Treasury  are  anxious 
that  the  cost  of  additional  magistrates 
should  be  saved  by  a  redistribution  of 
the  existing  magisterial  strength.  A 
Departmental  Committee  is  now  in- 
quiring, and  will  shortly  report  to  me, 
now  far  such  a  redistribution  is  pos- 
sible. Pending  these  inquiries  no  chiuigo 
in  these  Courto  has  been  made. 
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WAR  OFFICE  (ORDNANCE  DEPART- 
MENT)  —  INSANrrARY  STATE  OF 
DOVER  BARRACKS  (FORT  BUR- 
GO  YNE). 

Me.  PEESTON  BEUCE  (FifesWre, 
W.)  asked  the  Surveyor  General  of  the 
Ordnance,  Whether  the  expert  of  the 
Local  G-oyemment  Board  has  inspected 
Fort  Burgoyne,  with  reference  to  the 
cases  of  typhoid  fever  which  occurred 
there ;  whether  he  reports  the  sanitary 
condition*  of  these  barracks  to  be  satis- 
factory, or  as  in  need  of  improvement ; 
and,  whether    it  is    still    intended  to 
quarter  here,  about  the  23rd  instant,  a 
portion  of  the  4th  Brigade  Eoyal  Artil- 
lery (Fife  Militia)  ? 

The  surveyor  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Northcote)  (Exeter) :    The   Report  of 
the  Inspector  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of 
Fort  Burgoyne  has  not  yet  reached  me  ; 
but  the  General  Officer  at  Dover  has 
telegraphed    that    the  Inspector  is  of 
opinion  that  the  fort  will  be  in  a  per- 
fectly sanitary  condition,  providing  cer- 
tain small  alterations  are  made.    These 
can  easily  be  effected  before  the  23rd 
instant ;  and,  under  these  circumstances, 
the  4tii  Brigade,  Scottish  Division,  Royal 
Artillery,  will  be  moved  there  on  that 
date. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY— THE 
POLICE  BARRACK  AT  MEENACLADD Y, 
COUNTY  DONEGAL -THE  MAGIS- 
TRACY (IRELAND)— SHERCOCK  PETTY 
SESSIONS. 

Mr.  O'Hanlon  (Cavan,  E.)  had  the 
two  subjoined  Questions  on  the  Paper : — 

To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
liieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  it  is  a 
fact  that  the  police  barracks  lately  opened 
in  Magheroarty,  in  the  County  of  Done- 
gal, have  been  rented  under  an  agree- 
ment terminable  at  three  months'  notice, 
at  a  rent  of  £15    per    year,    from  a 
woman  named  Tennant,  whose  husband 
is  now  in  America ;  whether  the  six  con- 
stables pay  above  that  sum  by  money 
deducted  out  of  their  wages  for  rent ; 
whether  the  Government  in  other  cases 
pay  a  portion  of  the  rents ;  whether  the 
Government  now  insist  on  a  sum  of  £40 
being    expended    in    repairs    by    Mrs. 
Tennant ;   and,  whether  the  Government 
will  put  the  house  in  proper  repair  at  its 
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own  expense,  making  it  suitable  for  a 
barracks  ? 

To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  it 
is  correct,  as  reported  in  The  Anglo-  Celtf 
a  Cavan  paper,  that  Shercock  Petty  Ses- 
sions was  held  on  the  12th  instant; 
whether  Thomas  Chambers,  Esq.,  J.F., 
was  Chairman  on  the  occasion ;  Ben.  S. 
Adams,  Esq.,  J.P.,  was  also  present ; 
whether  five  men  were  tried  for  drunken- 
ness,  three  of  them  Catholics,  and  two 
Protestants  ;  and,  whether  the  Catholics 
were  fined  10«.  each,  while  the  Protes- 
tants were  fined  only  28.  6d,  each  ? 

Mr.  O'HANLON  :  I  wish  to  post- 
pone  these  two  Questions  until  they  can 
be  answered  by  the  Chief  Secretary. 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  King-Harm  an) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet) :  I  can  answer 
the  Questions. 

Mr.  0*HANL0N  :  I  wish  to  reserve 
them  for  some  future  occasion. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  It 
is  quite  competent  for  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  to  answer  the 
Questions  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  O'HANLON  :  I  propose  to  ask 
them 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  :  With 
regard  to  the  first  Question,  the  Con- 
stabulary Authorities  report  that  this 
question  must  relate  to  Meenacladdy 
Barracks.  It  is  held  at  an  annual  rent 
of  £15  under  the  usual  yearly  agreement, 
terminable  by  three  months'  notice,  from 
a  Mrs.  M'Ginley,  whose  husband  resides 
in  America.  There  are,  at  present,  six 
men  in  the  barracks,  from  whom  a  sum 
at  the  rate  of  £2  12«.  each  per  annum  is 
stopped,  under  Statute,  on  account  of 
deductions  for  lodging  allowance.  The 
Government  are  not  aware  of  any  pro- 
posal with  regard  to  an  expenditure  of 
£40  on  repairs.  With  regard  to  the 
other  Question,  I  have  to  reply  that  the 
Shercock  Petty  Sessions  vras  held  on  the 
1 2th  May.  The  magistrates  named  were 
present.  Ten  persons  were  fined  for 
drunkenness,  eight  of  whom  were  Ro- 
man Catholics  and  two  Protestants. 
Two  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  who  were 
disorderly,  were  fined  108.  each.  One 
of  the  Protestants  was  fined  U,  6d.^  it 
being  his  first  offence,  and  the  other 
Protestant,  who  did  not  appear,  was 
fined  2«.  6d.    The  remainder  of  the  Bq-> 
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man  Catholics  were  fined  the  same  as 
the  Protestants. 

Mr.  O'HANLON:  Having  got  new 
matter,  in  addition  to  the  fact  that  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  did 
not  answer  the  Questions  fully.  I  shall 
repeat  them  next  day. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND)— THE  EVIC- 
TIONS AT  BODYKE. 

Mb.  CONYBEAEE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  de- 
scriptions in  The  Pall  Mall  Gazette  of 
the  evictions  at  Bodyke,  and  in  par- 
ticular to  the  statement  that  one  of  the 
bailiffs  more  than  once  threw  his  crow- 
bar through  an  opening  made  in  the 
walls  of  the  houses,  regardless  of  the 
fact  that  there  were  women  and  children 
inside ;  whether  these  men  are  men  of 
respectable  character;  or,  if  not,  whe- 
ther they  are  in  any,  and  how  many, 
cases  convicts  or  ex-eonvicts  who  have 
been  in  prison  for  various  crimes ;  whe- 
ther these  men  are  employed  by  the 
Sheriffs  or  by  the  landlords'  agents; 
and,  whether,  in  any  case,  he  will  order 
that  they  shall  be  kept  under  more 
effective  control  ? 

The  PAEUAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said  :  There  was  no  such  occurrence  as 
a  bailiff  throwing  a  crowbar  through  an 
opening  in  the  walls.  A  crowbar,  on 
one  occasion  slipped  from  a  bailiff's 
hand  and  entered  the  house  through  an 
aperture  in  the  wall.  This  was  purely 
accidental,  and  did  not  occur  a  second 
time.  Of  the  11  men  employed  nine 
are  strangers,  whom  the  police  believe 
to  be  respectable  men,  and  the  other 
two  are  of  the  usual  class  of  Sheriff's 
bailiffs,  and  have  never  been  convicted 
of  any  serious  offence.  All  these  men 
were  employed  by  the  Sheriff.  The 
local  Constabulary  officer  reports  that 
the  statements  in  The  Fall  Mall  Gazette 
about  these  evictions  are  highly  coloured, 
quite  inaccurate,  and,  in  some  cases, 
utterly  untrue. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  asked,  whether 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
would  give  an  assurance  that  only  men 
who  were  competent  to  wield  a  crowbar 
should  be  employed  in  future  ? 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  Is  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  aware 
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that  one  of  the  bailiffs  engaged  in  these 
evictions  is  a  bailiff  named  Woods,  who 
was  ordered  to  be  prosecuted  for  per- 
j  ury  by  Chief  Baron  Palles  at  the  late 
Sligo  trials,  and  on  that  occasion  was 
censured  by  the  Judge  for  his  conduct 
at  the  Woodford  evictions  ? 

Colonel  KINQ-HARMAN  :  I  am 
sorry  to  say  I  have  no  information  on 
the  subject. 

Mb.  biLLON:  Will  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  inquire  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  .  If  the 
hon.  Gentleman  put9  a  Question  on  the 
Paper  I  will. 

Mb.  W.  REDMOND  (Fermanagh, 
N.) :  Will  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  state  to  the  House  from 
whom  he  received  the  statement  just 
read  out? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN:  From 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Con- 
stabulary. 

POST   OFFICE  (SCOTLAND)— THE 
NORTHERN  MAILS. 

Db.  R.  MACDONAND  (Roes  and 
Cromarty)  (for  Dr.  Clabk)  (Caithness) 
asked  the  Postmaster  General,  If  he 
will  give  a  Return  of  the  weight  of  Uie 
mails  sent  by  the  12.40  a.m  train  from 
Perth  to  the  North,  and  the  3.35  a.m. 
train  from  Aberdeen  to  Keith  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr, 
Raikes).  (Cambridge  University):  I  have 
given  directions  for  the  Return  to  be 
taken,  and  will  forward  a  copy  to  the 
hon.  Member. 

WAR  OFFICE— CONTRACTS. 

Mb.  watt  (Glasgow,  Camlachie) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
Whether  the  statement  which  appeared 
in  7^  Morning  Post  of  the  10th  instant, 
to  the  effect  that  the  Government  were 
now  placing  contracts  for  iron  goods 
direct  with  manufacturers,  instead  of 
with  ''  middlemen,"  having  special  re- 
gard to  the  quality  of  goods  supplied, 
and  not,  as  hitherto,  exclusively  to  the 
ma'  ter  of  price,  is  correct ;  if  this  applies 
to  goods  of  all  descriptions  required  by 
the  War  Office ;  and,  if  he  is  prepared 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  issuing  a 
Circular  to  this  effect  to  well-known 
manufacturers  of  high  repute,  who  have 
hitherto  abandoned  submitting  tenders 
for  Government  contracts,  on  aocount  of 
the  above-named  reasons? 
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The  SUEVEYOE  GENEEAlL  of 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  Northcote)  (Exeter) 
(who  replied)  said :  Iron  goods  and  all 
manufactured  articles  are  invariably  ob- 
tained by  competition  among  manufac- 
turers only,  and  any  contractor  found 
sending  in  goods  not  made  by  him  would 
be  liable  to  be  struck  off  the  list  of  con- 
tractors. The  only  recent  change  has 
been  to  enlarge  the  scope  of  the  compe- 
tition, and  the  result  has  been  beneficial. 
No  addition  to  the  War  Office  Circular 
of  1881,  which  has  been  generally  com- 
municated to  manufacturers,  appears  to 
be  necessary.  The  hon.  Member  has, 
however,  slightly  misquoted  The  Mom- 
ing  Post,  which  referred  not  to  iron 
goods,  but  to  iron  itself.  In  this  case 
two  well-known  firms  of  iron  merchants 
have  been  employed  for  many  years  as 
contractors  to  the  manufacturing  depart- 
ments for  iron.  When  the  practice  of 
dealing  with  agents  was  discontinued  in 
1881  it  was  felt  right  to  make  some  con- 
cession in  favour  of  these  two  firms ; 
and  they  are  permitted,  so  long  as  the 
then  principals  continue  in  the  business, 
to  tender  with  manufacturers,  naming 
in  every  case  the  maker  of  the  iron  for 
which  they  tender. 

Mr.  MUNDELLA  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  Do  I  rightly  understand  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to  say  that  if  any  contractor 
sends  in  goods  which  are  not  of  his 
own  manufacture  he  will  be  struck  off 
the  list  ? 

Mr.  NORTHCOTE:  No  one  is  to 
tender  for  goods  not  manufactured  by 
themselves. 

Mr.  MUNDELLA :  In  case  of  their 
doing  80  they  are  struck  off  the  list  ? 

Mr.  northcote  :  They  are  liable 
to  be  struck  off. 

Mr.  H  anbury  :  Does  that  apply  to 
the  cases  of  Messrs.  Latimer  Clark  and 
of  Messrs.  Wilkinson  ? 

Mr.  northcote  said,  he  should 
be  glad  to  answer  that  question  if  the 
hon.  Member  gave  him  Notice  of  it. 

POST    OFFICE  -  AN  INSURANCE   DE- 
PARTMENT. 

Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  Camlachie) 
Asked  the  Postmaster  General,  Whe- 
'ther,  since  his  statement,  he  has  been 
able  to  institute  such  inquiries  as  might 
onable  him  to  make  a  recommendation 
^o  the  Government  as  to  the  formation 
of  a  Department,  or  otherwise,  to  under- 
take, at  a  reasonable  charge,  the  insur- 


ance of  letters  containing  bonds,  scrip, 
or  other  valuable  enclosures  exceeding 
£10  in  value? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikes)  (Cambridge  University) :  No, 
Sir.  I  have  not ;  but  attention  will  be 
given  to  the  subject. 

SOUTH  AFRICA— SIR  CHARLES  WAR- 
REN'S BECHUANALAND  EXPEDI- 
TION. 

Mr.  HANBURY  (Preston)  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether 
Despatches  were  received  from  Sir 
Charles  Warren,  dated  6th  and  13th 
July,  1885,  giving  the  military  history 
of  the  Bechuanaland  Expedition,  and 
mentioning  the  names  and  services  of 
the  principal  military  officers  who  assisted 
in  that  Expedition  ;  whether  Sir  Charles 
Warren's  Despatches  of  25th  August 
and  1 8th  November  of  the  same  year, 
mentioning  the  civil  and  political  services 
rendered  by  officers  and  others,  have 
been  laid  upon  the  Table ;  whether  any 
reason  exists  for  publishing  the  latter, 
and  omitting  to  publish  the  former  De- 
spatches; and,  whether  a  Copy  of  the 
Despatches  of  July  6th  and  13th  will  be 
laid  upon  the  Table  ? 

The  surveyor  GENERAL  of 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  Northcote)  (Exeter) 
(who  replied)  said :  The  Despatches  of 
the  6th  and  13th  of  July,  1885,  were 
confidential  Reports  by  the  General  com- 
manding the  Expedition  on  the  various 
officers  and  services  under  him.  It  ia 
not  customary  to  present  such  Despatches 
to  Parliament. 

Mb.  HANBURY  said,  he  had  been 
told  that  the  Reports  were  not  confi- 
dential. 

CENTRAL    ASIA— THE    ADVANCE    OP 
RUSSIAN    RAILWAYS. 

Mb.  HANBURY  (Preston)  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  If  he  can  state  to  within  what 
distance  from  the  present  frontier  of 
Afghanistan  a  Russian  railway  line  is 
now  laid? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Fbbqusson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  The  Russian  railway  at 
present  nowhere  approaches  within  130 
miles  of  the  Afghan  Frontier.  There 
have  been  reports  that  a  branch  line  to 
Sarakhs,  about  75  miles  north  of  the 
frontier,  has  been  commenced ;  but  these 
reports  have  not  yet  been  cpQ^rmed, 
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WAR  OFFICE-REPORT  OF  THE   ORD- 
NANCE INQUIRY  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  R.  power  (Waterford)  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  When 
the  Report  of  the  Evidence  taken  by  the 
Ordnance  Inquiry  Commission  will  be 
presented  to  Parliament  ? 

The  surveyor  GENERAL  of 
ORDNANCE  (Mr%  Nobthcote)  (Exeter) 
(who  replied)  said :  The  Secretary  to  the 
Royal  Commission  informs  the  Secretary 
of  State  that  the  Evidence  will  be  printed 
in  about  a  fortnight.  I  believe  the  in- 
dexing of  the  Evidence  is  the  cause  of 
the  delay ;  but  I  will  endeavour  to  see  if 
the  production  cannot  be  accelerated. 
As  the  Commission  was  an  entirely  in- 
dependent one,  the  War  Office  has  had 
no  control  over  the  printing  of  the  Evi- 
dence. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND)— THE  BODYKE 
EVICTIONS  —  CAPTAIN  E.  W.  D. 
CROKER. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.)  asked  the  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  Whether  Captain  Edward  W. 
D.  Croker,  now  Sub-Sheriff  of  County 
Clare,  and  officiating  at  the  evictions  at 
Bodyke,  is  the  same  Captain  Croker  who 
was  Governor  of  the  Central  Prison, 
Cyprus,  and  dismissed  by  Lord  Derby 
for  pecuniary  irregularities,  and  is  still 
an  uncertificated  bankrupt ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  the  Lord  Lieutenant  will  cause 
inquiry  to  be  made  of  the  Sheriff  of 
Clare  as  to  Captain  Croker's  appoint- 
ment ? 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Habman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet) :  I  have  not 
been  able  to  ascertain  the  accuracy  or 
non-accuracy  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Question;  but  the  Goyernment  will 
make  further  inquiries  on  the  subject. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND)  —  EVICTIONS 
ON  LORD  KENMARE'S  ESTATE, 
KILLARNEY. 

Mb.  W.  a.  MACDONALD  (Queen's 
Co.,  OsBory)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  it  is  true,  as  stated  in  The 
Daily  Ifewi,  of  June  10  th,  that  on  the 
occasion  of  the  eyiotions  on  Lord  Ken- 
mare's  estate  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
KUlamey  laet  week,  949  cs^,  that  of  a 


poor  widow  named  Sullivan,  and  her 
seven  children,  was  so  distressing  in  all 
its  features  that  many  of  the  policemen 
present  turned  away  and  shed  tears  in 
silence ;  that  one  policeman  suggested 
that  a  subscription  should  be  raised  on 
the  spot ;  that  the  idea  was  warmly 
taken  up  by  all  save  some  Orange  mem- 
bers of  the  Force,  and  would  have  been 
carried  out  but  for  the  interference  of 
Head-Constable  Rowe,  who  threatened 
the  men  with  all  the  pains  and  penal- 
ties of  the  Police  Code ;  whether  similar 
collections  have  repeatedly  been  made 
by  the  police  on  other  occasions ;  and, 
whether  there  is  really  a  provision  in 
the  Police  Code  forbidding  members  of 
the  Force  to  contribute  their  own  money 
for  the  relief  of  human  misery  ? 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) also  had  the  following  Question 
on  the  Paper: — To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  the  account  published  in  Ths 
Daily  News,  of  the  10th  instant,  of  the 
evictions  on  the  Kenmare  Estate,  Kil- 
lamey,  is  correct;  whether  it  is  true 
that  the  case  of  a  widow  named  Sullivan 
was  so  miserable  as  to  cause  many  of  the 
police  to  shed  tears,  and  to  *  *  speak  in  terms 
of  condemnation  of  the  cruel  business ;  " 
whether,  on  an  attempt  being  made  to 
raise  a  subscription  for  the  immediate 
relief  of  the  family,  the  Head  Constable 
Rowe  refused  to  permit  it,  and  threa- 
tened his  men  with  punishment  for 
transgressing  the  Police  Code;  and, 
whether  there  is  any  article  in  the 
Police  Code  prohibiting  such  acts  of 
philanthropy  on  the  part  of  the  police  ; 
and,  if  so,  why  was  such  article  not 
enforced  in  the  case  of  the  Glenbeigh 
Evictions  when  a  sum  of  £I  2s.  6d.  was 
•ollected  for  one  of  the  victims  amon^ 
the  constables  present,  headed  by  a 
donation  from  the  Sub-Sheriff  himself? 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Habicak) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said :  I  will  now  also  reply  to  Question 
No.  39  put  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Camborne  Division  of  Cornwall  (Mr. 
Conybeare)  on  the  same  subject.  It  is 
not  true  that  the  police  shed  tears,  or 
spoke  in  terms  of  condenmation,  in  the 
case  of  the  widow  Sullivan.  There  was 
no  attempt  by  any  person  to  raise  a 
subscription ;  therefore  Head-Constable 
Rowe  could  not,  and  did  not»  act  as 
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alleged.  There  is  no  rule  against  mem- 
bers of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary 
contiibuting  as  individuals  from  their 
private  means  to  any  charitable  object. 
At  G-lenbeigh  a  sum  of  £1  2<.  %d,  was 
subscribed  to  pay  for  the  conveyance  of 
an  aged  woman  to  the  workhouse.  6he 
was  merely  a  sub-tenant,  and  lived  on 
charity.  The  Sub-Sheriff's  deputy  sub- 
scribed. The  Sub-Sheriff  was  not  pre- 
sent. 

Mu.  W.  A.  MACDONALD  asked  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  to 
state  his  authority  for  the  first  part  of 
the  reply. 

Colonel KING-HAEM AN:  The  re- 
sponsible officer  in  charge  of  the  dis- 
trict. 

CELEBRATION  OF  THE  JUBILEE  YEAR 
OF  HER  MAJESTY'S  REIGN  —  THE 
METROPOLITAN  POLICE. 

Mr.  BURDETT-CGUTTS  (West- 
minster) asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  Whether, 
considering  the  fact  that,  on  Tuesday 
the  21st  of  June,  the  Metropolitan 
Police  will  not  only  be  deprived  of 
the  enjoyment  of  the  holiday  in  which 
all  other  classes  of  Her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects will  participate,  but  will  have  un- 
usually laborious  duties  to  perform,  and 
taking  into  account  that  a  similar  con- 
cession is  reported  to  have  been  decided 
upon  for  the  City  Police,  he  will,  on 
this  entirely  exceptional  occasion,  con- 
eent  to  grant  an  extra  day's  pay  to  the 
whole  of  the  Metropolitan  Force  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  Yes, 
Sir;  I  shall  be  happy  to  consider  fa- 
vourably any  application  that  the  Chief 
Oommissioner  may  make  to  me  with  the 
view  of  granting  some  special  remune- 
ration to  those  men  to  whom  unusually 
laborious  duties  will  be  assigned  on  the 
occasion  of  the  21st  instant. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Nottingham, 
W.)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  When  he  proposes 
to  introduce  the  Employers'  Liability 
Bill? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  the  answer  which  I 
g'ave  last  week — namely,  that  I  hoped 
to  lay  this  Bill  on  the  Table  before 
there  was  any  reasonable  prospect  of 
the  House  being  able  to  deal  with  it. 


INDIA-SANITATION. 

Mb.  KENYON  (Denbigh,  &c.)  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Justice  Cunning- 
ham, in  The  Times  of  Thursday  last,  on 
the  subject  of  sanitation  in  India;  and, 
whether  the  Government  are  prepared 
to  take  any  steps  to  carry  out  the  objects 
indicated  therein  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  John  Ookst)  (Chatham) : 
The  sanitary  condition  of  towns  and 
villages  in  India  is  constantly  under 
consideration  by  the  Government  of 
India  and  the  Secretary  of  State ;  and 
every  effort  has  been,  and  will  be,  made 
to  introduce,  from  time  to  time,  such 
improvements  as  may  be  practicable. 

BOARD  OF  INLAND  REVENUE -RE- 
DUCTION  OP  THE  STAFFS  OF  THE 
INDOOR  AND  OUTDOOR  DEPART- 
MENTS. 

Mr.  MACDONALD  CAMERON 
(Wick,  &c.)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  Whether  it  is  true 
that  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  is 
reducing  in  any  way  the  staffs  both 
of  the  indoor  and  outdoor  departments 
with  a  view  to  economizing  the  expen- 
diture upon  these  departments;  whe- 
ther, in  connection  with  the  outdoor  de- 
partment, an  Order  has  been  recently 
issued  stopping  all  promotion  pending 
these  contemplated  alterations;  whe- 
ther, in  the  forthcoming  re-organiza- 
tions of  these  Services,  it  is  contem- 
plated to  compensate  in  any  way  those 
who  suffer  from  their  promotion  being 
deferred  to  considerably  longer  periods 
than  they  were  led  to  expect  when  en- 
tering the  Service ;  and,  whether,  with 
a  view  to  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the 
said  Services,  and  doing  away  with 
a  widespread  cause  of  complaint  in 
a  hard-worked  and  highly  deserving 
branch  of  the  Revenue  Service,  the 
Government  will  urge  upon  the  Board 
the  necessity  there  is  for  formulating 
some  scheme  whereby  the  junior  officers 
and  assistants  of  Excise  may  look  with 
somewhat  more  certainty  to  increments 
of  salary  after  certain  definite  periods 
of  service  r 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER  (Mr.   Goschen)   (St.  GeorgeV 
Hanover  Square) :    Large  reforo^f 
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the  Inland  Bevenue  Service,  both  in- 
door and  outdoor,  are  under  considera- 
tion, which  will,  I  believe,  promote 
both  efficiency  and  economy.  I  have 
no  reason  to  believe  that  the  prospects 
of  any  member  of  the  Service  wiU  be 
injuriously  affected  by  the  changes 
under  consideration. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)  —  CONVEY- 
ANCE OF  MAILS  IN  THE  NORTH  OF 
IRELAND. 

Mr.  MAO  NEILL  (Donegal,  S.)  asked 
the  Postmaster  General,  Whether  the 
present  mail  service  by  Bundoran  to 
Bundoran  Junction  is  by  car ;  whether 
this  service,  by  missing  the  connection 
with  the  mail  train  from  Omagh  to  En- 
niskillen,  causes  serious  delay  to  letters; 
whether  the  Bundoran  Ball  way  runs 
along  the  mail  car  road  for  its  entire 
length  to  Bundoran;  whether  he  has 
received  a  Memorial,  dated  25th  May, 
1887,  from  the  Town  Commissioners  of 
Ballyshannon,  setting  forth  these  facts 
at  the  request  of  the  towns  on  the  Bun- 
doran line  of  railway ;  whether  the  pre- 
sent contract  for  the  carriage  of  the 
mails  is  about  to  terminate ;  and,  whe- 
ther he,  before  entering  into  a  new  con- 
tract for  a  road  service,  will  ascertain 
on  what  terms  the  railway,  which  runs 
parallel  with  the  road,  will  convey  the 
morning  and  evening  mails  between 
Bundoran  and  Bundoran  Junction  ? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikes)  (Cambridge  University) :  The 
present  mail  service  from  Bundoran 
Junction  to  Bundoran  is  by  car.  This 
car  is  fitted  to  the  night  mail  trains 
running  in  both  directions  between 
Omagh  and  Enniskillen.  There  wore 
during  the  past  winter  several  occasions 
when,  owing  to  the  heavy  snow,  the  car 
failed  to  reach  Bundoran  Junction  in 
time  for  the  train;  but,  generally  speak- 
ing, the  car  works  satisfactorily.  There 
is  a  railway  running  through  the  dis- 
trict to  Bundoran  ;  but  the  question  of 
obtaining  trains  suitable  for  the  mail 
service,  as  desired  in  the  Memorial  from 
Ballyshannon,  to  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber refers,  will  require  very  careful  con- 
sideration. There  has  not  yet  been  time 
to  deal  with  it  since  the  Question  ap- 
peared ;  but  a  Report  is  shortly  ex- 
pected. A  fresh  contract  for  the  mail 
car  has  just  been  entered  into.  This 
can,  however,  be  terminated  at  any  time 
after  three  months'  notice. 

Mr.,  Goichen 


JUBILEE  THANKSGIVING  SERVICE 
(WESTMINSTER  ABBE Y)— THE  ROYAL 
PROCESSION— POST  OFFICES. 

Mb.  hunter  (Aberdeen,  N.)  asked 
the  Postmaster  General,  Whether  the 
officials,  usually  employed  at  the  post 
offices  along  the  route  of  the  Royal  Pro- 
cession to  Westminster  Abbey,  haye  re- 
ceived notice  not  to  attend  on  that  day, 
that  room  may  be  provided  for  some 
of  the  higher  officials  of  the  Post 
Office  to  view  the  procession  without 
payment  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikes)  (Cambridge  University):  No, 
Sir.  In  fact,  the  very  reverse  is  the 
case.  The  Secretary  of  the  Post  Office 
made  a  personal  inspection  of  the  offices 
in  question  a  few  days  ago,  with  the 
object  of  ascertaining  what  accommoda- 
tion existed ;  and  he  then  informed  the 
officers  in  charge  that  it  was  my  par- 
ticular desire  that  none  of  the  local  staff 
should  lose  the  opportunity  of  witnessing 
the  procession. 

EVICnONS  (IRELAND)  —  THE  EVIC- 
TIONS AT  BOD YKE- ALLEGED  VIO- 
LENCE TO  AN  OLD  WOMAN. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Lreland,  Whether  he 
has  inquired  into  the  facts  described  in 
the  following  paragraph  from  The  J^aU 
Mall  Gazette  of  the  9th  instant: — 

**  It  is  true  Pat  Walsh's  mother  of  80  was 
hludgeoned  in  his  house,  as  she  sat  ia  her 
chair,  hy  a  memher  of  the  Royal  Irish  Ck)a- 
stahulary,  who  formed  one  of  the  volanteer 
storming  party,  and  she  has  at  thid  moment 
the  marks  of  his  haton  in  the  shape  of  a  bad 
black  eye ; " 

and,  whether  the  above  statements  are 
accuiate;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will 
take  immediate  steps  to  punish  the  con- 
duct of  the  constable  in  question,  and  to 
prevent  similar  occurrences  in  future? 

Sni  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT 
(Sussex,  N.W.) :  Before  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  answers  the 
Question,  I  should  like  to  ask  him  whe- 
ther it  is  true  that,  in  certain  cases, 
women  have  thrown  scalding  meal,  boil- 
ing water,  and  even  vitriol  on  the  emer- 
gency men  and  policemen  who  were 
there  only  doing  their  duty  in  carrying 
out  the  law ;  and,  what  steps  are  going 
to  be   taken  wiUi  regard  to    Michael 
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Davitt,  who  has  instigated  them  to  com- 
mit such  dastardly  outrages  ? 

Mb.  CONYBEAEE  :  Arising  out  of 
that  Question.  I  wish  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  whether 
there  is  any  allegation  that  this  old 
lady  of  80  years  threw  scalding  meal,  or 
anything  else  ? 

The  PAELIAMENTAEY  UNDEE 
8ECEETAEY  (Colonel  King-Hakman) 
(Kent,   Isle  of   Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said :  With  reference  to  the  first  Ques- 
tion, I  have  to  say  that  there  is  no 
truth  whatever  in  the  allegation  that 
Mrs.    Walsh    was    bludgeoned    by    a 
policeman.    In  regard  to  the  Question 
of  my  hon.  and  gallant  Eriend,  it  is 
true  that  in  several  cases  scalding  meal 
and   boiling  water  have  been   thrown 
both  on  the  bailiffs  and  the  constabulary 
who  have  been  engaged  in  the  eviction 
cases   at   Bodyke.      A  case   of  vitriol 
throwing  has  been  reported  ;   but  we 
have   no    statement  as  to  any  person 
having  been  injured  by  it.     The  Go- 
vernment are  carefully  noting  the  pro- 
ceeding's of  those  persons  who  have  been 
especially  prominent  in  the  recent  dis- 
turbances, and  of  those  who  have  been 
the  instigators  to  riot  and  to  breaches  of 
the  law 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  The  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  has  made  a 
very  serious  statement.  I  ask  him  for 
his  authority  in  stating  that  a  case  of 
vitriol-throwing  has  been  reported? 
That  is  a  statement  which  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  should  not  make 
except  he  is  prepared  to  state  to  the 
House,  in  the  first  instance,  the  ground 
on  which  he  makes  the  charge. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
I  wish  also  to  ask  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  on  what  authority 
he  states  that  Mrs.  Walsh  was  not 
bludgeoned  by  the  police  ?  She  was 
seen  half-an-hour  afterwards  with  a 
black  eye,  which  she  received  from  a 
policeman. 

Coi^NEL  KING-HARMAN :  I  have 
no  knowledge  as  to  whether  the  lady 
received  a  black  eye  or  received  any  in- 
jury — all  I  know  is  that  she  was  not 

bludgeoned  by  the  police 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY/  Certainly  she 

was. 

Mk.  speaker  :  ^   der,  order ! 
CoLOiTBi.  KING-7    .RM AN :  The  in- 
formation   comes       om    Sir    Redvers 


Buller,  who  received  it  from  the  ordinary 
sources  of  information.  With  regard  to 
the  question  of  vitriol-throwing,  the  in- 
formation comes  by  telegraph  from  the 
Resident  Magistrate  in  charge  at  Bodyke, 
Colonel  Turner. 

Mr.  DILLON :  Does  the  magistrate 
state  that  vitriol  was  thrown  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN:  The 
words  came — **  Vitriol  was  thrown." 

ARMY    AND   NAVY   ESTIMATES   COM- 
MITTEE— THE  COMPOSITION. 

Mr.  HENEAGE  (Great  Grimsby) 
asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
Whether,  considering  the  late  period  of 
the  Session,  and  the  general  dissatis- 
faction at  the  composition  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  Estimates  Committee,  the 
Government  will  consider  the  desira- 
bility of  asking  the  House  to  rescind 
such  portion  of  the  Resolution  of  the 
6th  of  June  as  refers  to  the  Army  Esti- 
mates, and  to  appoint  a  separate  Com- 
mittee to  consider  those  Estimates  whilst 
the  present  Committee  consider  the  Navy 
Estimates  ? 

Captain  PRICE  (Devonport)  sug- 
gested that  the  present  Committee 
might  consider  the  Army  Estimates,  and 
a  new  Committee  be  appointed  to  deal 
with  the  Navy  Estimates. 

The  FIRST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster)  :  In 
answer  to  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend, 
I  cannot  hold  out  any  hope  that  a 
separate  Committee  to  consider  Navy 
Estimates  should  be  appointed.  I  am 
not  aware  of  the  general  dissatisfaction 
which  is  stated  to  exist  by  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Great  Grimsby ;  and, 
looking  at  the  close  connection  which 
exists  between  the  Army  and  Navy,  the 
difficulty  of  entirely  separating  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  two  Services,  and  also 
to  the  heavy  calls  already  made  on  the 
time  of  Members  of  this  House  by 
numerous  Committees,  I  am  unable  to 
hold  out  any  hope  of  separate  Com- 
mittees being  appointed,  at  all  events  in 
the  course  of  the  present  Session. 

FISHERY  BOARD  (SCOTLAND) -THE 

REPORT. 

Mb.  ANDERSON  (Elgin  and  Nairn) 
asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
When  will  the  Report  of  the  Scotch 
Fishery  Board  be  laid  upon  the  Table ; 
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and,   will  the   Government  undertake  1 
that  the  Civil  Service  Eatimate  for  the  | 
expenses  of  tlie  Scotch  Fishery  Board 
shall  not  be  taken  until  the  Beport  has 
been  in  the  hands  of  Members  a  reason- 
able time  ? 

The  LOED  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H.  A. 
Macdonald)  (Edinburgh  and  St.  An- 
drew's Universities)  (who  replied)  said  : 
This  Eeport  has  been  delayed  by  the 
complication  attend  in  fc  the  statistics 
collected  by  the  scientific  staff  in  regard 
to  the  experiments  relating  to  trawling. 
But  it  is  hoped  that  the  Eeport,  which 
is  now  in  the  printer's  hands,  will  be 
finally  thrown  off  in  a  fortnight.  Al- 
though Her  Majesty's  Government  can 
give  no  pledge  as  to  the  time  when  the 
Civil  Service  Estimate  for  the  Scottish 
Fishery  Board  will  be  taken,  owing  to 
the  state  of  Public  Business,  it  is  hoped 
that  it  may  be  possible  to  delay  it  till 
after  the  Eeport  has  been  in  the  hands  of 
hon.  Members  a  reasonable  time. 


DOMINION  OF  CANADA— INCREASED 
DUTIES  ON  IRON. 

Mb.  W.  L.  BEIGHT  (Stoke-upon- 
Trent)  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury, Whether  the  attention  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  has  been  drawn  to 
the  fact  that  the  Canadian  Government 
has  imposed  an  additional  duty  of  100 
per  cent  on  pig  iron,  350  per  cent  on 
puddle  bars,  and  155  per  cent  on  bar 
iron;  and,  whether  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment will  make  some  representation 
to  the  Canadian  Government,  with  a  view 
to  the  modification  of  this  tariff,  in- 
jurious alike  to  the  interests  of  Canada 
and  of  this  country  ? 

The  FIBST  LOED  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster):  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  not  received 
the  details  of  the  alteration  of  the  tariff 
proposed  by  the  Dominion  Government ; 
but  they  are  not  prepared  to  press  the 
Canadian  Government  to  modify  the 
proposed  fiscal  arrangements,  for  which 
that  Government  is  alone  responsible. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  will,  how- 
ever, transmit  any '  representations  on 
the  subject  made  by  the  Chambers  of 
Commerce  to  the  Colonial  Minister  for 
presentation  to  the  Premier  of  Canada. 
The  last  words  in  the  Question  of  the 
hon.  Member  are  an  expression  of 
opinion,  which  cannot  be  dealt  with 
within  the  limits  of  an  answer. 

iff,  Andereon 


JUBILEE  THANKSGIVING  SERVICE 
(WESTMINSTER  AB  BEY)  —  TICKETS 
OF  ADMISSION  TO  THE  PLATFORM 
OUTSIDE  OF  PARLIAMENT  SQUARE. 

Me.  W.  LOWTHEE  (Westmoreland, 
Appleby) :  Can  the  First  Commissioner 
of  Works  give  the  House  any  furtlier 
information  as  to  the  platforms  to  be 
erected  in  Parliament  Square  ? 

The  FIEST  COMMISSIONEE  op 
WOEKS  (Mr,  Plunkbt)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  If  the  Members  of  the  House 
will  apply  to  Mr.  Speaker's  Secretary, 
either  personally  or  by  letter,  to-morrow, 
on  Wednesday,  or  on  Thursday,  between 
the  hours  of  12  and  6,  for  one  or  two 
tickets,  they  will  receive  one  or  two 
tickets  as  they  desire.  The  price,  as  I 
have  already  mentioned,  will  be  10«.  for 
each  ticket,  and  that,  of  course,  should 
be  paid  at  the  time  the  application  is 
made.  This,  of  course,  is  to  pay  for  the 
expense  of  erecting  the  platform,  and  I 
am  glad  to  assure  hon.  Members  that 
they,  or  their  friends  who  may  avail 
themselves  of  these  tickets,  will  have,  I 
believe,  the  best  view  of  the  procession 
that  can  be  had ;  but  it  will  be  necessary 
that  they  should  be  in  their  places  by 
half  past  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  2 let.  I  again  wish  to  say  that  I 
have  desired  only  to  consult  the  con- 
venience of  Members,  and  that  I  have 
done  the  best  I  could  under  the  circum- 
stances 

Lord  EANDOLPH  CHUECHILL 
(Paddington,  S.) :  If  any  profit  arises 
from  this  transaction,  what  will  become 
of  that  profit? 

Mr.  PLUNKET  :  That  is  a  question 
which  will  be  reserved  for  further  con- 
sideration. At  present  I  can  assure  my 
noble  Friend  that  I  have  not  much  ex- 
pectation of  any  large  funds  being 
realized  by  way  of  profit.  But  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  a 
surplus,  either  by  1  he  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  or  by  myself. 

Subsequently, 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  wish  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
When  he  hopes  to  be  able  to  inform  the 
House  as  to  the  course  of  Business  next 
week  and  the  adjournment  ?  as  it  would 
greatly  facilitate  the  arrangements  of 
those  Members  who  do  not  care  to  be  in 
London  while  the  Jubilee  is  going  on. 
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The  FIE8T  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster)  :  I  will 
endeavour  to  make  a  statement  to- 
morrow, if  it  will  be  for  the  convenience 
of  hon.  Members  that  I  should  do  so.  I 
had  originally  intended  to  state  our  pro- 
posals on  Thursday ;  but  I  will  see  if  it 
cannot  be  done  earlier. 

ORDERS    OF  TEE  DAY. 

CRIMINAL  LAW  AMENDMENT  (IRE- 
LAND) BILL.— [Bill  217.] 
{Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour f  Mr,  Secretary  Matthews,  Mr. 
Attorney  General,  Mr.   Attorney  General  for 
Ireland.) 

COMMITTEE.    IPro^ress  dthJune."} 

[sixteenth  night.] 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Proclamation  of  Districts. 

Clause  5  (Proclamation  of  district  for 
tho  purpose  of  the  preceding  enactments 
of  this  Act). 

Mb.  HENEY  H.  fowler  (Wolver- 
hampton, E.)  :  I  propose,  in  the  first 
line  of  this  clause,  to  move  the  omission 
of  the  words  **  The  Lord  Lieutenant  by 
and    with    the     advice    of    the    Privy 
Council,"  in  order  to  insert  **  Her  Ma- 
jesty by  Order  in  Council."     The  effect 
will  be  to  provide  that  the  proclamation 
of  districts  under  the  Act  should  be  made 
by  Her  Majesty  in  Council  instead  of 
by  the  Lord  Lieutenant.     The  Govern- 
ment are  proposing  to  deprive  a  majority 
of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  of  their  Con- 
stitutional privileges,  and  the  change 
involves  so  grave  an  exercise  of  authority 
that  the  responsibility  of  it  should  rest 
with  the  Cabinet  as  a  whole,  and  not 
with  the  Lord  Lieutenant.    It  is  said 
that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is  responsible 
to  Parhament ;  but  his  responsibility  is 
very  different  from  that  of  the  Govern- 
ment, as  a  whole,  defending  its  action  in 
this  House.    The  permanent  officials  of 
I>ublin  Castle,  by  whom  the  Act  will  be 
administered,  are  not  in  sympathy  either 
vrith  the  people  of  Ireland  or  this  House, 
and  I  should  like  to  see  a  Ministry  re- 
sponsible to  Parliament  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  such  an  Act. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4, 
leave  out  line  30,  and  insert  **  Her  Ma- 
Jesty  by  Order  in."— (ifr.  Senry  R. 
^otXfUr.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
*Lord  Lieutenant'  stand  part  of  the 
Clause.'* 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfotjr)  (Manchester, 
E.) :  I  quite  sympathize  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  his  effort  to  attach 
as  much  solemnity  to  Proclamations  as 
possible.  But  I  do  not  think,  on  the 
whole,  a  sufficient  case  has  been  made 
out  for  the  Amendment.  As  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says,  the  Government 
collectively  are  responsible,  and  in  the 
present  condition  of  Irish  affairs,  every 
important  act  is  carefully  considered  by 
the  Government  as  a  whole.  The  Irish 
Secretary  is  undoubtedly  primarily  re- 
sponsible, and  the  acceptance  of  the 
Amendment  would  take  away  the  initia- 
tive of  the  Irish  Secretary.  I  am  not, 
therefore,  prepared  to  depart  from  the 
precedent  of  a  large  number  of  years. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALT  (Cork): 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  has  admitted  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  Cabinet.  Why,  then, 
should  not  their  responsibility  be  ac- 
knowledged on  the  face  of  a  Procla- 
mation? The  Amendment  may  be 
contrary  to  precedent,  but  that  by  no 
means  constitutes  a  conclusive  argument 
against  it,  because  the  precedents  made 
by  the  Irish  Government  in  the  past 
have  all  been  bad,  and  the  less  they  are 
followed  the  better.  Liberal  Unionists 
who  on  past  occasions  have  not  hesitated 
to  condemn  the  **  Castle,"  ought  to  sup- 
port the  Amendment,  because  it  will  to 
a  certain  extent  transfer  responsibility 
from  the  Castle  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL  (Donegal..  S.) :  I 
should  like  to  have  a  distinct  answer 
to  the  following  Question.  Is  there  a 
separate  Cabinet  for  the  management  of 
Irish  affairs  ?  The  Irish  Privy  Council 
is  largely  composed  of  Judges,  and  we 
have  the  statement  of  Chief  Justice 
Morris  that  the  judicial  members  of  the 
Council  never  take  any  part  in  institu- 
ting or  advising  criminal  prosecutions. 
By  whom,  then,  are  these  duties  per- 
formed ?  By  the  residuum  of  the  Co  uncil, 
by  men  like  The  O'Conor  Don,  Mr. 
Bruen,  and  Mr.  Kavanagh,  who  have 
been  defeated  ait  the  polls  by  Nationalist 
Members.  Every  vile  scheme  that  dis- 
graced England's  rule  of  Ireland  in  the 
18th  century  was  hatched  in  the  Irish 
Privy  Council.    I  hope  that  in  future 
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there  will  be  no  divided  responsibility 
for  the  advice  given  to  and  the  action 
taken  by  the  Privy  Council  in  Ire- 
land. 

Mr.  PICTON  (Leicester):  I  think 
the  Amendment  is  extremely  important, 
and  it  ought,  I  hold,  to  command  the 
support  of  all  Unionists,  because  its 
adoption  would  emphasize  the  unity  of 
the  Three  Kingdoms.  The  liberties  of 
the  people  in  any  part  of  the  country 
ought  not  to  be  taken  away  by  an  in- 
ferior authority.  Eesponsibility  for  what 
is  done  in  Ireland  under  this  Bill  ought 
therefore  to  rest  upon  Her  Majesty's 
Privy  Council.  Proclamations  issued 
by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council 
will  be  less  likely  to  attract  attention 
than  Proclamations  issued  by  the  Privy 
Couocil  in  England.  As  it  is  of  great 
importance  that  the  Proclamations  should 
be  as  public  as  possible,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  discussed  and  criticized, 
they  ought  to  issue  from  the  English 
Privy  Council. 

Mb.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  The 
object  of  the  Amendment  is  to  prevent 
the  Irish  Privy  Council  from  acquiring 
extra  powers.  At  present  reprehensible 
things  are  done  every  day  in  Ireland  by 
persons  connected  with  the  Executive, 
and  when  Questions  have  been  asked  in 
this  House  with  reference  to  them,  they 
have  been  met  with  lying  and  evasive 
answers.  I  do  not  mean  that  hon.  and 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  who  read  the 
answers  out  are  guilty  of  falsehood  and 
evasion,  but  the  answers  themselves  are 
correctly  described  by  the  epithets  which 
I  have  applied  to  them.  They  are 
generally  obtained  by  the  authorities 
m  Dublin  from  the  very  persons  whose 
conduct  has  been  impugned. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  This  Amend- 
ment will  not  really  affect  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Act;  andl  would,  therefore, 
put  it  to  hon.  Members  opposite  whether 
it  is  not  desirable  to  go  to  a  Division  at 
once  without  further  delay,  so  that  other 
and  more  important  points  may  be  dis- 
cussed ? 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  If  this 
Amendment  would  make  no  difference 
in  the  administration  of  the  Act,  the 
Ooyemment  ought  to  accept  it.  Since 
the  GK}vemment  have  now  decided  to 
Beport  the  Bill  on  a  certain  day,  I  hope 
that  the  closure  will  now  be  dropped, 
and  that  hon  Members  wil  be  saved  the 
trouble  of  tramping  into  the  Division 

Mr.  MacNeill 


Lobby  on  the  Motion  ''  That  the  Ques- 
tion be  now  put." 

Mr.  W.E.  GLADSTONE  (Edinburgh, 
Mid  Lothian) :  As  there  is  only  a  limited 
quantity  of  time  left  to  be  spent  in  the 
consideration  of  this  Bill  in  Committee, 
it  would  be  well  to  expend  that  time  on 
points  of  importance  that  require  con- 
sideration. Under  the  circumstances 
there  appears  to  be  considerable  force 
in  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  last  spoke,  with  regard  to  the 
closure.  Those  who  unduly  prolong  the 
debate  will  do  so  at  their  own  cost. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster):  The  Government  are 
prepared  to  accede,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  enforced  by  the 
observations  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone).  The  Go- 
vernment  desire  to  abstain  from  en- 
forcing the  closure  at  all  times,  and 
especially  under  the  present  circum* 
stances.  There  are  some  points  of 
considerable  importance  that  have  still 
to  be  discussed,  and  which  the  Gt)vem- 
ment  are  most  anxious  to  have  discussed. 
But  if  unimportant  Amendments  are 
debated  at  length  there  will  be  no  time 
to  consider  these  important  points.  J 
I  should  be  glad  if  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen would  consider  what  they  regard 
as  the  really  important  points  with  a 
view  to  having  them  fully  discussed. 

Mb.  henry  H.  fowler  :  I  am 
of  the  same  opinion  as  when  I  moved 
the  Amendment;  but  I  do  not  desire 
that  it  should  occupy  any  more  time ; 
and,  as  it  was  of  no  use  going  to  a  Di- 
vision, I  will  ask  leave  to  withdraw  it. 

Mb.  DILLON  :  I  and  my  hon. 
Friends  are  quite  competent  to  judge 
what  are  important  Amendments ;  and 
within  the  miserable  and  inadequate 
space  of  time  yet  remaining,  we  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  discuss  such  Amend- 
ments as  we  choose,  and  at  such  length 
as  we  choose.  We  refused  altogether 
to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Treasury  Bench 
as  to  what  are  important  Amendments. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  has  invited  us  to  proceed  to 
what  he  terms  the  important  points  in 
the  Bill ;  but  it  is  well  known  that  the 
Government  will  not  make  any  con- 
cession on  those  points,  and  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
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therefore  merely  to  proceed  to  full-dress 
parade  debates,  from  which  the  Irish 
Members  will  gain  nothing  whatever. 
We  have  not  hitherto  obstructed  this 
measure,  and  we  shall  not  do  so  in  the 
future ;  but  we  shall  continue  to  contest 
it,  as  we  have  contested  it  in  the  past, 
with  a  view  to  getting  such  concessions 
as  we  can.  The  fact  that  the  Bill  is  to 
be  reported  on  a  certain  day  will  have  no 
effect  whatever  in  altering  our  course. 

Mr.  JOHN   MOELEY  (Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone)  has  not  suggested  that  the 
Members  on  this  side  of  the   House 
should  assist  the   Government  in  de- 
bating what  the  Treasury  Bench  may 
consider  the  important  principles  of  the 
Bill.     We,  on  this  Bench,  agree  entirely 
with  the  observations  that  have  fallen 
from  my  hon.  Eriend  the  Member  for 
East  Mayo  (Mr.   Dillon).      This  is  a 
Bi]l  which  chiefly  concerns  Ireland,  and 
upon  vrhich    Irish   Members    have    a 
special  right  to  speak,  upon  which  the 
opinions  of  Irish  Members  are  more  im- 
portant than  those  of  English  Mem- 
bers.    We  have  no  sort  of  intention  of 
subscribing  to  the  doctrine  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  that  the  two  Front  Benches 
should  settle  what  are  the  important 
Amendments  to  be  discussed,  and  what 
are  not,  and  that  then  we,  on  this  Bench, 
should    be  called    upon  to  advise  the 
Irish  Members  below  the  Gangway  to 
agree    only  to  discuss  such   important 
Amendments.      The  suggestion  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  rather  was  that  hon.  Gentle- 
men below  the  Gangway,  in  the  short 
and  artificially  limited  time  remaining, 
should  use  it  in  discussing  such  Amend- 
ments as  they  themselves,  and  not  the 
OoFernment,  consider  to  be  essential. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  235; 
Noes  167:  Majority  68.  —  (Div.  List, 
No.  225.)  [6.15  P.M.] 

Mb.     O'DOHEETY    (Donegal.    N.) 

moved,   in  lin©  30,  after  **  lieutenant," 

to  insert — *  *  A  Judge  of  the  High  Court, 

after  a    local  inquiry,  shall  so  report, 

may.''      Tlie  hon.  Member  said :  I  am 

of  opinion    that  a  district,  before  it  is 

condemned    to  martial  law,  such  as  is 

proposed   in    this  Bill,  should  have  an 

Qpportunity     of   testing   the    state   of 


criminality   upon    which   such  a  Pro- 
clamation as   this   is    proposed  to  be 
made.    My  experience  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  information  which  reaches  Dublin 
Castle  is  that,  as  a  general  rule,  it  is 
imperfect  and  ineffective ;  and  if  there 
eidsts  a  desire  to  proclaim  a  district,  I 
fear  that  very  little  attention  is  to  bo 
paid  to  the  actual  state  of  facts,  but  a 
great  deal  more  to  the  state  of  feeling 
which  exists  among  a  particular  class. 
Much  more  is  done  by  ear  wigging  the 
officials    of    Dublin    Castle    than    by 
proving  the  extent  of  criminality.     Of 
course,  we  may  not  know  upon  what 
local  grounds  a  man  has  been  arrested ; 
but  there  ought  to  be,  as  a  condition 
precedent  to  the  Proclamation   of  an 
entire  district  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
under  the  Act,  that  a  Judge  of  the  High 
Court  should  have  held  a  local  inquiry, 
and  reported  in  favour  of  such  Procla- 
mation.   The  object  I  have  in  view  in 
submitting  this  Amendment  is  to  put  an 
end,  if  possible,  to  a  state  of  things 
which  would  enable  a  district  to  be  pro- 
claimed without  previous  inquiry.    I  am 
sorry  that  I  do  not  see  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Eussell)  in 
his  place,  because  he  will  remember  that 
we  had  a  controversy  in  regard  to  the 
issue  of  the  Proclamation  which  ended 
in  the  wresting  of  the  County  of  Done- 
gal from  the  political    power    of    the 
Hamiltons.    In  that  'case  there  was  a 
Proclamation  issued ;  but  so  strong  were 
the  views  of   the  people  in  favour  of 
their  tenant  rights  that  the  issue  of  it 
virtually  decided  the  election.    I  believe 
it  was  admitted  at  last  that  the  Proclama- 
tion had  been  hurriedly  made,  and  that 
it  was  based  upon  information  which 
had  been  very  loosely  supplied.    The 
circumstance,   however,  will   give    the 
Committee  some  idea  of  what  may  hap- 
pen hereafter  if   precautions    are  not 
taken  to  guard  against  it.    I  do  not 
know  why  the  Government  should  op- 
pose the  Amendment,  except  upon  the 
ground  that  it  may  occasion  delay ;  but 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  1st 
and  2nd  sections  of  the  Bill  cannot  come 
into  operation  rapidly;  and,  above  all 
things,  the   3rd  and  4th  sections  will 
necessarily  entail  delay,  seeing  that  they 
involve  the  order  for  a  special  jury,  and 
the  order  for  a  change  of  venue.    There- 
fore, there  cannot  be  any  objection  to 
the  Amendment  on  the  ground  of  delay. 
I  ask  the  Committee  to  consider  that  the 
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inquiry  I  am  desirous  of  instituting  is 
not  as  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  an 
individual,  but  as  to  the  existence  of  a 
state  of  criminality — whether  or  not  a 
crime  or  series  of  crimes  has  been  com- 
mitted. The  existence  of  crime  is  a 
very  diflTerent  thing  from  proving  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  an  individual ;  and 
all  I  ask  is  that  before  an  entire  dis- 
trict is  subjected  to  martial  law,  the 
facts  of  the  case  shall  be  made  perfectly 
clear  by  means  of  an  inquiry  conducted 
in  a  judicial  manner. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  4,  line  30,  after  the  word  "  Lieu- 
tenant," to  insert  the  words  *'  if  a  Judge  of 
the  High  Court,  after  a  local  inquiry,  shall  so 
report,  may.*' — {Mr.  G* Loherty .) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  ATTOENEY  GENEEAL  for 
lEELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  There  are  two  reasons  why 
the  Government  cannot  accept  this 
Amendment,  and  they  are  reasons  the 
force  of  which  will,  I  think,  be  admitted 
by  the  hon.  Member  himself.  In  the 
first  place,  I  doubt  whether  an  inquiry 
like  that  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member 
would  be  possible,  as  the  Judge  would 
have  no  power  in  examining  witnesses 
to  administer  an  oath.  The  responsi- 
bility of  proclaiming  a  district  must,  of 
course,  rest  upon  the  Executive,  and  by 
this  clause  power  is  given  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  issue  a  Proclamation,'*  by 
and  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy 
Council,"  whenever  it  may  appear  to 
him  necessary  to  put  the  powers  of  the 
Act  into  force.  I  think  the  Oommittee 
will  be  agreed  that  the  whole  of  the 
Government,  including  the  Cabinet, 
should  be  responsible  for  the  issue  of 
the  Proclamation.  If,  instead  of  pro- 
claiming a  district  on  the  responsibility 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  an  inquiry  of 
this  nature  were  instituted,  directing  the 
Judge  of  the  High  Court  to  examine  the 
facts,  and  to  report  to  the  Executive  that 
a  particular  district  ought  to  be  pro- 
claimed, the  Executive  would  have  no 
alternalive  but  to  act  upon  the  Judge's 
Eeport,  and  the  responsibility  for  what 
is'  purely  an  Executive  act  would  be 
taken  from  the  Executive  altogether  and 
placed  upon  the  Judge.  The  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant would  naturally  say  that  in  pro- 
claiming a  district  he  had  acted  upon  a 
Judicial  Eeport,  that  he  was  not  ac- 
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quainted  with  the  facts  himself,  and 
that  he  threw  the  whole  responsibility 
upon  the  learned  Judge  who  inquired 
into  the  matter.  Upon  all  these  con- 
siderations, I  think  it  would  be  unde- 
sirable to  adopt  the  proposal  of  the  hon. 
Member. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr) :  I 
certainly  cannot  appreciate  the  force  of 
the  reasons  which  have  been  given  by 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  for  opposing  the 
Amendment.  He  says  that  a  learned 
Judge  would  have  no  power  to  examine 
witnesses  or  administer  an  oath,  and, 
therefore,  that  his  advice  would  be  of 
no  value.  But  can  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
examine  witnesses  on  oath  ?  The  Lord 
Lieutenant,  of  his  own  free  will,  will 
be  able,  under  this  clause,  to  proclaim  a 
county  or  district  when  and  how  ho 
likes,  and  so  far  as  evidence  of  the 
existence  of  criminality  is  concerned,  it 
will  not  be  necessary  at  all  that  he 
should  form  an  accurate  opinion.  The 
Attorney  General  has  let  the  cat  of  the 
bag,  because  whatever  information  can 
be  supplied  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
could  equally  be  supplied  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  by  a  Judge,  and  my  hon. 
Friend  has  moved  his  Amendment,  be- 
cause he  thinks  that  a  Judge  would  be 
more  capable  of  examining  into  the 
matter  than  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  It 
must  be  recollected  that  a  Judge,  when 
he  is  elevated  to  the  Bench,  ceases  any 
longer  to  belong  to  a  political  Party, 
whereas  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is  the 
direct  Eepresentative  of  a  political  Party 
— namely,  the  Party  which  may  happen, 
at  the  moment,  to  be  in  power.  He  is 
always  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet,  and 
the  proposed  reference  in  the  clause  to 
the  Privy  Council  is  one  of  those  myths 
with  which  we  are  occasionally  indulged 
in  this  House.  What  is  a  Privy 
Council  ?    It  is  a  dose  borough. 

The  CHAIEMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  Member  is  travelling  some* 
what  wide  of  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  MOLLOY :  The  alternative  given 
in  this  clause  is  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
is  to  do  certain  things  *'  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  the  Privy  Council,"  and  it  was 
only  in  that  sense  that  I  presumed  to 
call  attention  to  the  matter.  I  will,  how- 
ever, go  no  further,  but  will  simply  point 
to  an  analogous  case — ^namely,  that  of 
Wales.  There  is  no  Lord  lieutenant  in 
Wales,  but  there  have  been  distorbancea 
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in  Wales  recently  in  reference  to  tithes, 
which  disturbances  have  been  somewhat 
similar  in  their  character  to  those  which 
have  occurred  in  Ireland  in  reference  to 
rent.  What  would  the  House  say  if  a 
proposition  were  made  by  the  Prime 
Minister  that  '*  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  the  Privy  Council,"  the  Government 
should  have  the  power  of  proclaiming  a 
district  without  submitting  the  evidence 
as  to  the  existence  and  criminality  to 
any  properly  constituted  Court  of  In- 
quiry? 

Me.  WALLACE  (Edinburgh,  E.) : 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  has  assigned  a 
curious  reason  for  the  decision  he  has 
come  to.  He  says  it  would  be  impossible 
for  a  Judge  to  take  steps  to  arrive  at 
any  reliable  opinion,  because  he  cannot 
examine  witnesses  on  oath. 

Mb.  holmes  :  I  did  not  say  that  a 
learned  Judge  could  not  arrive  at  a  re- 
liable opinion,  but  I  said  that  if  such  an 
inquiry  were  held,  he  would  not  have 
the  power  of  examining  witnesses  upon 
oath,  and  that  his  report  would  relieve 
the  Government  from  their  responsi- 
bility. 

IJLbl,  WALLACE:    I    presume    that 
any  judicial  inquiry  is  an  inquiry  by  a 
Judge,  and  I  fail  to  see  why  a  Judge 
should  not  be  as  able  to  institute  an  in- 
quiry into  the  state  of  a  district  as  into 
any  other  matter.     The  principal  argu- 
ment for  the  introduction  of  the  Bill  at 
all  was    that    the    Government  relied 
almost   exclusively  upon    the    Judges' 
charges.     If  that  be  so,  how  can  they 
now  say  that  an  investigation  by  a  Judge 
-would  fail  to  satisfy  either  the  public  or 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  or  the  Judge  him- 
self ?  It  is  utterly  impossible  to  reconcile 
the  two  sets  of  statements.     The  right 
lion,  and  learned  Gentleman  says  the 
adoption  of  the  Amendment  would  shift 
tlie  responsibility  from  the  Executive  on 
to  the  Judge.     That  is  the  very  thing 
tliat  would  be  valuable.    We  know  very 
-well  what  value  to  attach  to  the  phrase 
^ '  the  responsibility  of  the  Irish  Execu- 
ti've."     I  am  afraid  that  they  are  not 
[xiiich  troubled  with  notions  of  responsi- 
bility,  but  feel  chiefly  responsible    to 
lieir  own  ideas  and  their  own  animosi- 
ios.      That  is  quite  enough  to  satisfy 
1:1  em   without  having  the  slightest  re- 
-ajrd  for  the  world  outside.    A  Judge, 
o'WGveTt  is  in  a  very  dififerent  position. 
bas  A  reputation  to  sustain,  and  he 


would  be  slow  to  give  a  decision  as  to 
the  existence  of  a  state  of  criminality  in 
a  particular  locality  unless,  in  his  opinion, 
there  was  a  good  deal  to  justify  that  de- 
cision. Then,  again,  a  Judge  would,  in 
all  probability,  have  been  for  some  time 
in  office,  and  would  have  acquired  habits 
of  impartiality.  Whereas,  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  or  the  authorities  in  Dublin 
Castle  have  certainly  not  strengthened 
their  impartiality  by  the  way  in  which 
they  have  acted.  One-sidedness  is  the 
quality  which  their  position  tends  most 
to  intensify.  For  these  reasons,  I  am 
more  convinced  than  ever  that  there 
must  be  something  valuable  in  the 
Amendment,  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
conclusive arguments  advanced  by  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  Gene- 
ral— arguments  which  are  entirely  at 
variance  with  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  Government  profess  to  justify  the 
introduction  of  their  Bill.  Their  plea 
for  the  necessity  of  a  Bill  of  this  kind 
at  all  was  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Judges,  a  considerable  amount  of  orimi- 
minality  existed  in  certain  parts  of  the 
country. 

Mb.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.):  I 
think  that  my  hon.  Friend  has  been 
somewhat  too  severe  on  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 
who  feels  it  his  duty  at  all  times  to  sup- 
port the  administration  of  Dublin  Castle, 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
pointed  out  that  if  there  were  a  judicial 
inquiry  by  a  Judge,  and  his  Beport  was 
to  the  effect  that  no  crime  existed,  that 
then  the  Lord  Lieutenant  could  not  pro- 
claim the  district,  but  that  if  the  Judge 
did  report  the  existence  of  criminality, 
however  undesirable  it  might  be  politi- 
cally the  Lord  Lieutenant  would  be  left 
no  alternative,  but  would  be  bound  to 
proclaim  the  district.  I  can  quite 
understand,  therefore,  the  object  with 
which  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Attor- 
ney General  and  the  Government  object 
to  this  Amendment,  for  I  can  fully  see 
that  the  liability  to  obey  the  direction  of  a 
Judge  might,  in  some  cases,  be  extremely 
inconvenient.  I  can  understand  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  (Mr.  Joseph  Chamberlain) 
or  some  of  his  allies  going  to  Ireland 
and  declaring  at  an  election  time  that 
South  Tyrone  was  in  a  shaky  condition, 
and  that,  therefore,  the  district  had 
better  be  proclaimed  with  the  usual 
accompaniment  of  batoning  the  people 
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and  running  them  into  gaol  for  a  few 
weeks  until  it  might  be  possible  to  tide 
oyer  the  election.  I  haye  no  doubt  this 
would  be  a  yery  oonyenient  arrange- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  carrying  a  con- 
tested election,  or  eyen  to  secure  the  ap- 
pointment of  guardians  of  the  poor  and 
80  on.  I  therefore  think  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General,  from  his 
point  of  yiew,  has  acted  with  extreme 
wisdom  in  objecting  to  the  Amendment ; 
but  I  think  it  would  haye  been  more 
manly  and  straightforward  if  he  had 
giyen  the  real  ground  for  desiring  to  re- 
tain the  clause  as  it  stands — ^namely, 
that  he  may  be  able  to  use  it  hereafter 
for  political  purposes. 

Mb.  W.  EEDMOND  (Fermanagh, 
N.):  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  there 
is  something  extremely  suspicious  about 
the  refusal  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  to  allow  a 
Judge  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  a  dis- 
trict before  it  is  proclaimed.  I  can 
quite  conceiye  why  the  Government  re- 
fuse to  accept  this  Amendment,  the 
adoption  of  which  would  giye  the  Irish 
people  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
if  a  district  is  to  be  proclaimed  it  will 
not  be  proclaimed  in  a  haphazard  man- 
ner according  to  back  stairs  information 
supplied  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  by  in- 
terested parties,  but  that  no  district  will 
be  proclaimed  without  a  Judge  haying 
first  decided  that  there  was  a  state  of 
disturbance  in  the  district  which  war- 
ranted its  Proclamation.  The  simple 
difference  between  us  as  to  the  Amend- 
ment is  this — that  if  the  Amendment  is 
accepted  we  shall  all  haye  the  satisfac- 
tion of  knowing  that  there  must  be  an 
inquiry  before  a  district  is  proclaimed, 
whereas  if  the  Amendment  is  refused 
there  will  be  no  inquiry  at  all.  If  the 
Gt)yemment  were  animated  by  fair  and 
upright  motiyes  they  would  accept  the 
Amendment,  knowing  yery  well  that  if 
an  inquiry  were  held  it  would  at  least 
satisfy  the  public  that  there  was  an  ex- 
cuse for  the  Proclamation  of  a  district, 
and  more  than  that — if  a  district  is  pro- 
claimed in  Ireland  Her  Majesty's  Adyi- 
sers  would  be  able  to  say  to  the  people 
of  England  that  the  course  taken  was 
justifiable.  They  would  be  able  to  say — 
''  It  is  quite  true  that  we  haye  been  ob- 
liged to  proclaim  this  district,  but  we 
did  not  do  it  until  an  inquiry  was  held, 
which  inquiry  was  presided  oyer  by  a 
Judge  of  the  High  Uourt,  and*  we  haye 
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his  certificate  that  the  district  is  in  such  a 
condition  as  to  require  its  Proclamation." 
If  the  real  object  of  the  Goyemment 
were  to  put  down  crime  and  outrage 
they  would  not  object  to  a  Court  of  In- 
quiry ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  do 
not  wish  to  proclaim  districts  in  Ireland 
because  of  the  existence  of  crime  and 
outrage,  but  simply  in  order  that  they 
may  strike  political  opponents  and  com- 
binations of  tenants  against  harsh  land- 
lords. They  desire  to  retain  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive,  and  of  the  advi- 
sers of  the  Executive,  the  power  of  pro- 
claiming a  district  from  private  motives 
without  the  slightest  regard  to  the 
existence  of  crime  and  outrage.  I  think 
we  have  proved  quite  sufficient,  in  this 
discussion,  to  show  that  what  the  GK)- 
vemment  are  aiming  at  is  not  the  Pro- 
clamation of  a  district  on  account  of  the 
existence  within  it  of  crime  and  oatrage, 
but  to  put  down  lawful  and  legitimate 
combination.  If  it  were  otherwise  they 
would  not  refuse  this  Amendment.  Bat 
they  know  that  the  result  of  an  inquiry, 
in  almost  every  case,  would  be  that  the 
district  would  not  be  proclaimed.  Of 
course,  that  would  not  suit  the  Govern- 
ment, because  they  wish  to  retain  in  the 
hands  of  Dublin  Castle  the  right  of 
doing  this  without  reference  to  a  judi- 
cial decision  of  any  kind.  I  am  glad 
that  the  Government  have  refused  the 
Amendment,  because  it  clearly-  shows 
what  it  is  that  they  are  really  desirous 
of  striking  against.  I  think  there  is  no 
hon.  Member  representing  an  English 
constituency  who  will  not  say  that  our 
request  is  fair  and  reasonable,  and  that 
the  Government  are  unreasonable  in  re- 
fusing it. 

Mb.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  I 
am  surprised  that  the  rieht  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Holmes)  should  have  talked  of  the 
responsibility  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
the  Irish  Executive.  That  responsibility 
has  been  shown  again  and  again  to  be 
perfectly  illusory,  and  to  mean  nothiog 
whatever.  In  one  passage  of  his  speech 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
stated  that  if  a  Judge  reported  in  favour 
of  the  Proclamation  of  a  district  the 
Government  would  have  no  alternative 
but  to  proclaim  it.  Now,  to  say  that 
the  desire  of  the  Government  would  be 
not  to  proclaim  a  district  is  surely  an 
attempt  to  impose  upon  the  credulity  of 
hon.  Members.    The   right  hon.  and 
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led  G-entleman  says  that  no  means 
)  been  provided  by  Tfhich  sach  a 
cial  inquiry  could  be  held  by  a 
^e,  but  the  Government  are  not  so 
itute  of  resources  that  they  are 
3le  to  provide  the  means.  A  clause 
3ix  lines  would  give  them  every 
er,  and  would  enable  them  to  send 
persons,  records,  and    documents. 

ri^ht  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
oral,  however,  let  the  cat  out  of  the 
,  and  ^ave  up  the  whole  of  the  case 
n  he  refused  to  submit  to  the  deci- 

of  the  Judges.  What  he  says,  in 
f  is  that  these  Proclamations  will 
issued  as  the  result  of  secret  ear- 
ning between  the  landlords  and 
officials  of  Dublin  Castle.  Let  me 
)  an  instance,  to  show  the  value  of 

of  those  Proclamations,  and  the 
mer  in  which  they  are  obtained, 
afar  to  a  case  which  occurred  last 
imer.  There  were  several  prisoners 
d    on    the   25th    of   June    last    in 

County  of  Longford,  under  the 
Liteboy  Act,  and  the  question  of 
state  of  the  district  was  an  element 
:he  case  of  the  prosecution.  There 
)  an  attempt  to  prove  that  the  district 
3  in  a  disturbed  state  by  producing  a 
y  of  Tlie  Dublin  Gazette,  in  which  the 
trict  had  been  proclaimed.  Chief 
ron  Palles  presided  at  the  trial,  and, 
.  being  satisfied  with  the  mere  pro- 
'.tion  of  the  The  Gazette,  he  addressed 
.  Trench,  the  Crown  Prosecutor,  in 
jse  words — "  Do  you  intend  to  give 
dence  of  the  state  of  the  district  ?  " 
•.  Trench— "We  have  The  Gazette 
re  proclaiming  the  district."  The 
ief  Baron,  not  satisfied  with  this, 
x^eded  to  question  the  police  con- 
ible,  and  this  conversation  occurred : — 

'Chief  Baron — 'Is  this  district  in  a  dis- 
l)ed  state,  sergeant  ?' — Sergeant  Jennings — 
/ell,  not  mach;  nothing  extraordinary.' — 
ief  Baron — *  We  do  not  want  to  hoar  any- 
ng  about  extraordinary.  Was  this  district 
let  on  or  about  the  25th  of  June  last  ? ' 
rgeant  Jennings — •  It  was  quiet,  my  Lord.'  " 

r.  Trench,  O.C.,  said  he  would  close 
e  case  for  the  Crown  by  handing  in 
\e  Dublin  Gazette,  proclaiming  the  dis- 
iot  in  question. 

•*  Chief  Baron — *  Is  there  anything  in  the 
atute,  Mr.  Trench,  which  says  that  the  Pro- 
unation  in  The  Oazette  is  to  be  taken  as  con- 
tisive  evidence  of  the  disturbed  state  of  a  dis- 
ict?*  Mr.  Trench— 'No,  my  Lord,  except 
at  it  may  be  taken  as  primd  facie  evidence.' 
kiief  ^avoQ-*-'  @at  it  is  pf  no  i^ae  in  the  face 


of  a  statement  of  a  witness  who  swears  that  it 
was  quiet.' " 

And  the  Crown  Prosecutor  had  the  grace 
to  say,  "  No,  my  Lord."  It  appears 
that  the  Resident  Magistrate,  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin Hill,  H.M.,  was  present.  Mr. 
Trench  thought  his  best  course  was  to 
call  Mr.  Hill  to  contradict  the  statement 
of  the  sergeant  of  police,  and  I  ask  the 
Committee  to  watch  the  result. 

"  Mr.  Trench,  Q.C. — *  With  your  permission, 
my  Lord,  I  would  like  to  go  back  and  produce 
Mr.  Hill,  the  Resident  Magistrate,  and  ask  him 
about  the  state  of  Longford.'  Chief  Baron — 
*  It  is  very  irregular.  The  thing  has  become 
serious  now,  for  you  are  producing  one  witness 
to  contradict  another  witness  of  yours.'  Mr. 
Trench— *  Well,  my  Lord,  he  said,  it  was  not 
much  disturbed.'  Chief  Baron — *  He  made  use 
of  tho  expression,  but  I  made  him  ^o  back  and 
answer  the  question  distinctly.  I  have  his 
words  down,  and  I  will  leave  the  question  to 
the  jury.'  Mr.  Trench — *  I  know  it  is  irregular, 
my  Lord,  but  I  wish  to  ask  Mr.  Hill  some 
questions.'    Chief  Baron — *  Very  weU.' " 

Mr.  Hill,  however,  grieyously  disap- 
pointed the  learned  gentleman.  Here 
is  a  report  of  Mr.  Hill's  examination — 

"  Mr.  Benjamin  Hill,  R.M.,  was  then  called, 
and  on  being  sworn,  said — *  That  he  could  not 
say  the  district  was  very  disturbed ;  but  he  had 
two  police  posts  on  derelict  farms— one  on  Lord 
Annally's  estate,  and  the  other  on  the  estate  of 
M'Colloms'  minors.  The  Annally  protection 
post  was  in  existence  last  June,  and  the  other 
was  established  a  month  ago.'  Mr.  Featherston 
— *  Is  not  the  County  of  Longford,  and  particu- 
larly the  south,  in  a  very  quiet  state  ?  Was  it 
not  quiet  last  summer,  and  is  it  not  so  ? '  Mr. 
Hill — *  Yes.'  Chief  Baron—*  Can  you  say, 
that  at  this  time,  it  was  in  a  state  of  disturb- 
ance ?  '  Mr.  Hill — *  There  were  some  oases 
of  trespass  on  these  derelict  farms,  but  they 
bad  no  serious  outrage.'  " 

There  can  be  very  little  doubt,  after 
this  evidence,  that  it  was  Lord  Annally 
who  got  the  County  of  Longford  pro- 
claimed on  that  occasion,  and  what  we 
want  to  prevent  is,  that  any  man,  like 
Lord  Annally,  engaged  in  a  contest  with 
his  tenants,  should  be  able  to  go  up  the 
backstairs  of  Dublin  Castle  and  earwig 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  into  issuing  a  Pro- 
clamation to  ser^e  his  private  interests. 
The  Irish  Members  have  no  objection  to 
a  judicial  inquiry  conducted  by  one  of 
the  Judges  of  the  land ;  but  they  do  ob- 
ject to  Lord  Annally  or  any  other  Lrish 
landlord  having  a  right  to  say  a  word  on 
the  subject,  seeing  that  they  are  the  very 
persons  who  are  most  deeply  interested 
in  the  matter.  If  the  individuals  chiefly 
interested  in  getting  a  district  proclaimed 
are  to  have  the  ear  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
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tenant,  and  are  to  be  able  to  set  the 
machinery  in  motion,  then  I  maintain 
that  it  will  be  impossible  to  avoid  doing 
the  grossest  possible  injustice  under  this 
section. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  As 
I  understand  the  argument  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland,  the  right  of 
judging  whether  a  district  is  in  such  a 
condition  in  reference  to  criminality  as 
to  justify  its  proclamation  is  to  rest 
solely  with  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  says 
that  there  is  no  precedent  for  this  semi- 
official inquiry  into  the  state  of  a  dis- 
trict for  which  we  now  ask.  Now,  I 
assert  that  there  is,  and  the  Committee 
will  have  already  gathered  that  that  is 
so  from  the  newspaper  report  of  the 
case  which  occurred  in  the  County  of 
Longford  which  has  just  been  read  by 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  North 
Dublin  (Mr.  Clancy).  Under  the  White- 
boy  Act  it  is  necessary  to  show  that 
when  a  particular  offence  has  been  com- 
mitted the  district  was  in  a  disturbed 
state.  If  that  were  proved  the  offence 
thereupon  became  a  criminal  offence, 
which  otherwise  it  would  not  have  been, 
That  being  so,  we  certainly  have  a  pre- 
cedent in  the  existing  legislation  for 
submitting  to  a  judicial  tribunal  the 
question  whether  a  district  was  in  a 
disturbed  state  or  not.  Under  the 
Whiteboy  Acts  it  was  necessary  that  the 
matter  should  go  through  a  jury.  That, 
however,  is  not  necessary  under  this 
Bill ;  but  I  wish  to  point  out  that  it  has 
a  direct  bearing  upon  the  proposals  con- 
tained in  the  Bill.  The  Act  itself  is  to 
be  set  in  motion  by  the  finding  of  a 
tribunal  in  exactly  the  same  position  as 
a  Judge  would  be  in  if  he  were  to  hold 
an  inquiry  of  this  kind.  When  Lord 
Cowper's  Commission  sat  a  large  amount 
of  evidence  was  taken  in  reference  to 
Boycotting,  but  the  Commission  had  no 
power  to  accept  sworn  testimony,  and 
every  item  of  evidence  given  before  the 
Commission  was  evidence  which  could 
not  be  subjected  to  cross-examination, 
and  they  had  no  power  of  rebutting 
anything  the  witnesses  stated.  Never- 
theless, that  Commission  had  the  power 
of  summoning  witnesses  before  them. 
That  being  so,  we  have  surely  a  right  to 
submit  to  the  Committee  that  if  the  class 
of  unsworn  evidence  taken  by  the  Cowper 
Commission  was  a  sufficient  justification 
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for  applying  the  principle  of  coercion  to 
Ireland,  it  will  be  a  much  less  strong 
and  a  much  less  drastic  proceeding  to 
give  power  to  a  Judge  to  make  a  judi- 
cial inquiry  before  a  district  is  pro- 
claimed. That  is  my  reply  to  one  of  the 
points  raised  by  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman.  The  other  point 
was  the  familiar  one,  that  if  before  you 
proclaim  a  district  you  send  down  a 
Judge  to  hold  an  inquiry  of  this  kind, 
and  make  it  a  condition  precedent,  you 
divest  the  Executive  of  all  responsibility. 
That  would  be  an  effective  argument  if 
we  either  proposed  to  take  away  the 
responsibility  of  the  Executive,  or  if  the 
responsibility  of  the  Executive  really 
amounted  to  anything.  We  really  do 
not  think  that  it  does,  and  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  '*  a  bird  in  the  hand  is  worth 
two  in  the  bush,"  whatever  value  there 
may  be  in  an  inquiry  of  this  kind,  it  is 
quite  evident  that  the  Irish  people  might 
occasionally  get  a  fair  decision,  and 
would  obtain  more  substantial  justice 
than  if  they  are  left  to  the  irresponsi- 
bility of  the  Executive.  My  knowledge 
of  the  Executive  in  Ireland  induces  me 
to  believe  that,  no  matter  what  Govern- 
ment happens  to  be  in  Office,  the  Exe- 
cutive would  do  anything  the  Govern- 
ment called  upon  them  to  do.  At  any 
rate,  that  is  our  experience  of  the  past. 
We  consider  that  this  preliminary  in- 
quiry would  have  a  special  value.  We 
ask,  before  the  liberty  of  a  district  is 
taken  away,  by  the  whispering  of  a  land- 
lord or  his  agent  into  the  ears  of  Uie 
officials  of  Dublin  Castle,  that  the  dis- 
trict, at  any  rate,  shall  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  defending  itself  before  a  public 
officer  who  shall  hold  a  regular  consti- 
tuted judicial  inquiry. 

Me.  JOHN  O'CONNOR  (Tipperaiy, 
S.) :  I  am  surprised  that  the  Government 
have  refused  to  accept  the  Amendment 
of  my  hon.  Friend.  The  adoption  of  it 
would  save  them  a  good  deal  of  this  re- 
sponsibility which  tib.ey  seem  to  reeret ; 
it  would  save  the  Lord  Lieutenant  nim- 
self  from  being  advised  by  the  Beports 
of  the  Resident  Magistrates  or  of  the 
police,  who,  of  course,  have  an  interest 
in  sending  diem.  In  many  cases  a  magis- 
strate,  such  as  Captain  Plunketti  may 
be  inclined  to  send  in  a  Report  as  to  the 
disturbed  state  of  a  district,  which  Re- 
port, when  thoroughly  inquired  into  by 
a  Judge,  would  be  found  to  be  utterly 
destitute  of  foundation.    Then,  again, 
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Kesident  Magistrates  thomselves  are 
>le  to  be  deceived  or  mistaken  by 
[Reports  which  they  receive  from  the 
ice  and  their  subordinates.  In  many 
ta  of  Ireland  it  is  said  that  there  is 
at  may  be  described  as  a  state  of 
^e,  ratlier  than  the  administration  of 
ordinary  law ;  and  the  police  in  Ire- 
d,  as  well  as  the  Besident  Magls- 
tes,  together  with  the  ordinary  offi- 
a  of  the  law,  are  desirous  that  the 
7  should  be  set  aside,  and  that  they 
>uld  be  armed  with  powers  to  enable 
>ai  to  perform  their  duties  with  as 
le  trouble  to  themselves  as  possible, 
ere  is  an  old  saying  that  nobody  can 
e  in  a  state  of  siege ;  but  the  Irish 
lice  fancy  that  they  can  rule  districts 
the  remote  comers  of  Ireland  when 
3y  are  aided  and  assisted  by  the 
wers  which  this  Act  will  give  them. 
point  of  fact,  they  are  of  opinion  that 
3y  themselves  may  be  enabled  to  place 
3  country  in  a  state  of  siege.  But  I 
ink  it  would  save  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
cQself  frombeing  betrayed  into  the  com- 
Lssion  of  any  serious  mistake  if  this 
nendment  were  adopted.  We  know 
at  ''  distance  lends  enchantment  to  the 
Bw,"  and  people  who  are  removed  to  a 
stance  from  Ireland  conjure  up  all 
nds  of  fears  as  to  the  state  of  things 
hich  is  prevailing  in  that  country.  Not 
ng  ago  I  met  in  London  a  lady  who 
as  about  to  visit  Ireland,  and  who  said 
lat  she  was  going  there  in  fear  and 
embling  for  her  life.  I  saw  her  again 
pon  her  return,  and  she  told  me  that 
le  had  found  the  Irish  people  the 
indest,  the  mildest,  and  the  quietest  in 
le  world.  It  was  **  the  distance  "  that 
)d  this  lady  to  conjure  up  fears  in  re- 
ard  to  the  disturbed  stated  of  Ireland ; 
nd  so  it  is  with  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
[e  sits  in  Dublin  Castle,  and  he  hears 
othing  but  the  reports  of  biassed  chief 
lag^strates,  or  lazy  sub-constables,  and 
fficials  who  desire  to  get  this  power, 
bUd  who  are  in  the  habit  of  looking  at 
hese  districts  through  a  long  telescope, 
vhich  produces  the  picture  of  a  terrible 
itate  of  affairs.  Having  received  these 
Ireadful  reports,  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
s  tempted  to  proclaim  the  districts  to 
g^hich  they  relate.  All  this  difficulty 
should  be  avoided  by  the  appointment  of 
A  Judge  to  conduct  an  official  inquiry, 
and  take  evidence  as  to  the  state  of  the 
district  on  the  spot.  Let  me  give  the 
Committee  an  instance  to  show  the  ex- 
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aggerated  character  of  the  reports  which 
are  made  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  In 
one  district — that  of  Oastleisland — a 
place  which  has  been  tolerably  well 
known  lately — there  was  found  a  Besi- 
dent Magistrate  who  had  a  conscience, 
and  who,  on  being  put  upon  his  oath, 
was  disposed  to  tell  the  truth.  I  allude 
to  Mr.  Davis,  of  the  Oastleisland  Dis- 
trict, who  stated,  before  the  Oowper 
Commission,  that  the  terrible  accounts 
which  had  been  given  of  that  district 
had  no  foundation  at  all ;  that  the  dis- 
trict was  not  disturbed ;  and  that  there 
were  only  two  persons  who  were  suffer- 
ing seriously  from  Boycotting.  This  is 
the  very  district  which  furnished  the 
late  Mr.  W.  E.  Forster  with  all  his 
statistics  in  justification  of  the  Crimes 
Act  of  1882 ;  and  yet  you  have  a  man — 
the  Kesident  Magistrate  attached  to  the 
district — declaring  that  there  are  only 
two  people  in  it  who  are  seriously  Boy- 
cotted. I  am  informed  by  an  hon.  Friend 
of  mine,  sitting  near  me,  that  this  fair- 
minded  magistrate  has  since  been  trans- 
ferred ;  it  appears  that  his  services  are 
not  wanted  in  the  district  of  Castle- 
island,  because  he  happened  to  tell  the 
truth.  It  is  for  these  reasons  I  say  to 
the  Committee,  and  to  the  Government 
in  particular,  that  it  is  to  their  interest 
to  accept  the  Amendment.  It  is  cer- 
tainly to  the  interest  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant to  accept  it,  because  it  is  likely  to 
save  him  from  exaggerated  reports  on 
the  part  of  the  Besident  Magistrates  and 
police.  Further,  it  is  to  the  interest  of 
the  good  government  of  the  country  that 
the  responsibility  should  be  placed  on 
some  judicial  personage,  who  would 
make  an  inquiry  on  the  spot  as  to  the 
necessity  of  the  proclamation  of  the  dis- 
trict. For  these  reasons  I  support  the 
Amendment ;  and  I  would  strongly 
urge  upon  the  Committee  the  desira- 
bilitv  of  accepting  it,  and  adding  it  to 
the  BiU. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  126; 
Noes  202:   Majority  76.  —  (Div.  List, 

No.  226.)  [7.15  P.M.] 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
have  to  move  an  Amendment,  in  line  30, 
to  leave  out  the  words  **  by  and  with 
the  advice  of  the  Privy  Couneil."  I 
believe  it  is  a  fact  that  the  Privy  Council 
in  Ireland  does  not  occupy  the  same 
position  as  the  Privy  Council  in  this 

3  L  \^Sij(iteenih  Nighty 


1763 


Criminal  Law 


{ COMMONS]    Amendment  {Ireland)  Bttt.    1764 


country.    The  Members  of  the  Privy 
Council  are  certainly  much  too  numerous 
for  effective    consultation;    and,    as  a 
matter  of  practice,  I  believe  they  are 
never  consulted  as  a  body.     On  tbe  con- 
trary, the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the  Exe- 
cutive content  themselves  with  seeking 
advice  from  a  small  number    of    the 
Council  who  are  Members  of  the  Cabinet. 
We  all  know  very  well  what  a  Cabinet 
is ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  a  body 
which  has  no  legal  existence.     When  an 
hon.  Gentleman  is  promoted  to  Cabinet 
rank,  the  position  he  occupies  is  not 
recognized  by  any  Act  of  Parliament, 
and,   so  far  as  the  law  is  concerned, 
*'the  Cabinet"  is  altogether  non-ex- 
istent.   We  have  been  told  that  the 
Judicial  Members  of  the  Privy  Council 
do  not  concern    themselves    with    the 
initiation  of  criminal  proceedings,    or 
with  matters  appertaining  to  criminal 
proceedings.    It  follows,  therefore,  that 
when  the  Lord  Lieutenant  seeks  the 
advice  of  the  Privy  Council  with  refer- 
ence to  such  matters,  he  applies  to  what 
has  always  been  described  as  the  re- 
siduum  of  the  Council,  consisting    of 
discredited  politicians.    In  former  times 
the  English  Privy  Council  was  a  con- 
sulting body ;  and,  to  some  extent,  that 
state  of  things  still  prevails  in  Ireland, 
with  the  necessary  consequence  that  the 
Privy  Council  exercise  a  most  dangerous 
and  a  most  noxious  influence  upon  poli- 
tical Parties  in  Ireland.    It  is  that  state 
of  things  we  desire  to  put  an  end  to,  so 
far  as  the  administration  of  this  measure 
is  concerned.     We  ask  that  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  shall  not  be   permitted  to 
evade  his  responsibility ;  we  ask  that  if 
the  conduct  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  hap- 
pens to  be  impugned  in  this  House  or 
elsewhere,  he  shall  not  be  permitted  to 
say — **  I  acted,  not  upon  my  own  initia- 
tive, but  upon  the  advice  of  the  Privy 
Council."  We  ask  that  the  responsibility 
shall  rest  directly  with  the  Lord  Lieu* 
tenant  and  the  Government  of  which  be 
is  a  Member,  and  that  in  this  case  the 
old  maxim,  that  '^  what  is  everybody's 
business  is  nobody's  business,"  shall  not 
be  allowed  to  operate.    Moreover,  we 
ask  that  the  advice  given  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  as  to  the  administration  of 
the  provisions  of  this  measure  shall  not 
come  from  a  body  composed  exclusively 
of  men  who  for  years  past  have  been 
in  bitter  conflict  with  the  mass  of  the 
people  of  Ireland.     For  these  reasons  I 
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move  the  Amendment;  and  I  cannot 
help  expressing  my  regret  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Great 
Grimsby  (Mr.  Heneage),  who  has  placed 
an  Amendment  on  the  Paper  in  precisely 
similar  terms  to  that  which  I  am  now 
proposing,  is  not  in  his  place  this  even- 
ing to  move  it.  I  think  it  would  have 
been  very  interesting,  as  a  matter  of 
curiosity,  to  know  what  are  the  views  of 
the  particular  body  to  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  belongs  upon  this  sub- 
ject. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4,  line 
30,  to  leave  out  "  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  the  Privy  Council." — [Mr.  Maurice 
Sealy,) 

Question  proposed,  '^  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) :  It 
is  usual  to  provide,  in  matters  of  this 
kind,  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  shall  act 
"  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Prify 
Council,"  and  the  Government  cannot 
accept  the  Amendment,  which  would 
be  a  new  departure.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  Gangway  seem  to  think  that 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  should  be  solely 
responsible  for  issuing  Proclamations 
under  this  measure  ;  but,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Government,  it  is  more  desirable 
that  he  should  follow  the  usual  course  of 
acting  ''  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the 
Privy  Council." 

Mr.  CLANCY:  I  judge  from  the 
answer  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
that  the  Government  cannot  accept  the 
Amendment,  because  they  wish  that  the 
responsibility  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
should  be  shared  by  someone  else. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  All  that  we 
say  is  that  we  are  not  prepared  to  accept 
the  Amendment. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  It  has  been  said  that 
the  Irish  Judges  give  advice  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  in  reference  to  proceedings 
in  criminal  cases;  but  I  think  I  am 
bound  to  accept  the  statement  of  the 
Lori  Chief  Justice  of  Ireland,  made 
only  recently,  that  the  Irish  Judges 
do  not  take  part  in  matters  of  this  kind 
except  as  a  mere  formality.  Who, 
then,  would  be  the  persons  left  who,  as 
Privy  Councillors  imder  this  Bill,  woold 
perform  the  duty  of  advising  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  ?  ^ey  are  chiefly  ex-C3uef 
Secretaries  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  audi 
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Sir  Oeorge  Treveljan,  the  right  hon. 
3inber  for  the  Stirling  Burghs  (Mr. 
.mpbell-Bannerman),  Mr.  James  Low- 
9r,  who  never,  I  believe,  attended  a 
>eting;  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  the 
^ht  lion.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
>  wcastIe-upon-Tyne(Mr.  John  Morley), 
Lo,  also,  has  never  been  present  at  the 
ratings  of  the  Privy  Council.  Conse- 
ently,  the  duty  of  advising  the  Lord 
eutenant  will  be  left  to  the  following 
rsons : — In  the  first  place,  there  is  the 
ike  of  Leinster.  [An  hon.  Membeb  : 
Q  is  dead.]  I  am  reminded  by  my 
•n.  Friend  that  the  Nobleman  whose 
.me  appears  at  the  head  of  the  list  as 
like  of  Leinster,  and  who  had  a  seat 
L  the  Privy  Council,  is  dead.  Therefore 
will  be  necessary  to  omit  him  from  the 
it.  I  very  much  regret  it,  because  I 
IS  going  to  point  out  that  he  was  the 
ily  decent  man  of  the  lot.  The  next 
Lme  on  the  list  is  that  of  the  Marquess 
Waterford,  a  Nobleman  well-known 
one  of  the  foremost  champions  of  the 
range  Landlord  Party  in  Ireland,  and 
>ted  for  his  rack-renting  antecedents 
id  for  his  quarrels  with  his  tenantry, 
nly  very  recently  the  noble  Marquess 
lallenged  his  tenants  to  go  into  the 
and  Court.  He  asked  them  for  an 
Lorease  of  50  per  cent  upon  the  whole 
:  their  rents,  and  the  judgment  of  the 
ourt  was  to  reduce  the  rents  by  50  per 
mt  instead  of  to  increase  them.  The 
est  name  upon  the  list  is  that  of  the 
[arquessofDrogheda,  a  worthy  brother- 
i-arms  of  the  Marquess  of  Waterford. 
[e  is  not  merely  a  Tory  —  I  do  not 
bjeot  so  much  to  his  being  a  Tory. 
A  laugh,']  I  observe  that  the  hon.  and 
3amed  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Lshton-under-Lyne  (Mr.  Addison),  who 
7as  returned  by  the  casting  vote  of 
lie  Eeturning  Officer  of  that  borough, 
.nd  who  is  one  of  the  most  demon- 
trative  Members  in  this  House,  laughs. 
fVell,  I  have  said  that  the  Marquess 
»f  Drogheda  is  a  brother-in-arms  of  the 
liiaTquess  of  Waterford  ;  and,  so  far  as 
'aok-renting  is  concerned,  I  believe  the 
klarquess  of  Drogheda  to  be  one  of  the 
nrorst  landlords,  not  only  in  Ireland,  but 
in  the  civilized  world.  It  is  pretty  gene- 
rally known  that  the  Marquess  of 
Drogheda  has  been  constantly  engaged 
in  conflicts  with  his  tenantry,  and  that 
be  has  been  proved  over  and  over 
again  to  be  a  rack-renter  of  the  most 
ferocious  description.    The  next  name  is 


that  of  the  Marquess  of  Headfort,  who 
is  another  of  the  same  class,  and  then 
comes  the  Earl  of  Belmore,  who  also  takes 
premier  rank  among  the  landlord  party, 
and  who  is  followed  by  Viscount  Monck, 
whose  career  as  an  Irish  landlord  has 
certainly  not  been  unexceptionable.  We 
come  next  to  the  Eight  Hon.  W.  H. 
Cogan,  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  have 
been  expelled  from  the  Irish  representa- 
tion. He  is  another  member  of  the 
landlord  class,  and  he  will  endeavour,  no 
doubt,  to  assist  the  Lord  Lieutenant  by 
justifying  the  actions  of  His  Excellency 
whenever  a  desire  is  expressed  to  pro- 
claim a  branch  of  the  National  League 
in  a  particular  district.  Then  follow  the 
names  of  Sir  William  Gregory  and  Mr. 
H.  Bruen,  the  latter  of  whom  was  ex- 
pelled from  the  representation  of  the 
County  of  Carlow.  Mr.  Bruen  stands  in 
the  very  front  rank  of  the  rack-renters 
of  that  county,  and  he  has  a  personal  in- 
terest in  seeing  that  the  provisions  of 
this  measure  are  put  in  force  in  the 
most  merciless  manner.  The  same  may 
be  said  of  Mr.  Arthur  McMurrough 
Kavanagh,  who  was  one  of  the  principal 
landlord  witnesses  before  the  Cowper 
Commission,  and  who  boasted  before 
that  Commission  that  he  had  cut  out  of 
the  newspapers  everything  that  reflected 
discredit  on  the  National  League ;  that 
he  had  pasted  his  cuttings  on  pieces  of 
paper;  and  that  he  was  ready  to  put  them 
in  as*evidence  before  the  Commission. 
That  gentleman  would,  I  feel  satisfied, 
be  most  effusive  in  the  advice  he  would 
tender  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and 
would  feel  it  a  sacred  duty  to  tell  him 
to  suppress  right  off  every  branch  of 
the  National  League  in  existence. 
Then  we  have  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman,  who  is  called  here  Colonel 
Edward  Bobert  King-Harman.  [Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour:  Hear,  hear!]  The 
Chief  Secretary  says  **Hear,  hear!" 
which  means,  I  presume,  that  he  is 
greatly  assisted  by  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  in  this  House.  I  congratu- 
late him  on  his  taste  and  judgment. 
I  have  mentioned  the  names  of  some 
of  the  gentlemen  who  will  have  to 
advise  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  putting 
the  provisions  of  this  Act  in  force. 
How  this  family  party  will  work  is 
clear  enough.  They  will  dine  together 
on  some  special  evening,  and  discuss  the 
shortcomings  of  the  National  League ; 
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and  then  they  will  advise    the    Lord 
Lieutenant  that  certain  branches  of  the 
League  are  keepinp:  the  whole  country- 
side in  a  state  of  disturbance,  and  that 
the    district   ought   to   be   proclaimed. 
In   that  way  the  whole  thing  will  be 
done,   and  the  liberties  of  the  people 
of  the  district  will  be  completely  taken 
away.    A  more  disreputable  and  a  more 
disgraceful    mode    of    proceeding    was 
never  heard  of  in  any  civilized  country. 
It  is  altogether  foreign  to  anything  like 
Constitutional  government.      We  know 
very  well  that  the  statements  we  make 
on  this  subject  will  be  characterized  as 
exaggerated.       [An    hon.     Member  : 
Hear,  hear !]     But  I  will  commend  to 
the  attention  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  on 
the  opposite    side    who    says  **  Hear, 
hear"  the  recent  statement  by  Sir  George 
Trevelyan,  which  bears  out,  in  substance, 
every  single  word  the  Irish  Members 
have  advanced  from  these  Benches.    Sir 
George  Trevelyan  states  distinctly  that 
he  knows,  from  official  experience,  that 
a  certain  ring  exists  in  Dublin  Castle  by 
means  of  which  alone  this  sort  of  ma- 
chinery is  kept  going.  When  we  have  an 
important  witness  like  that  upon  our  side 
I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  refer  more 
particularly  to  the  sneer  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  other  side.  As  I  have 
pointed  out,  the  Members  of  the  Privy 
Council  who  will  give  advice  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  will  consist  of  the  working 
gang  of  the  Council,  who  are  the  worst 
landlords  who  can  be  found  in  Ireland 
— landlords  who  have  long  been  in  con- 
flict with  their  tenants,  and  whose  rents 
have  been  cut  down  40,  60,  and  60  per 
cent  by  the  Land  Courts,  and  who  have, 
therefore,  personal  motives  for  taking 
vengeance  by  a  merciless  use  of  this 
Act.    It  is  a  gang  of  this  kind  that  is  to 
advise  the  Lord  Lieutenant  as  to  the 
issue  of  these  Proclamations,  and  it  is  to 
their  will  and  by  their  fiat  that  you 
are  to  control  the  liberties  of  the  Irish 
people. 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY  (Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne)  :  I  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  below  the  Gangway  was 
superfluous,  because  I  understood  him 
to  say  that  **  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
the  Privy  Council "  was  purely  formal. 
I  remember  that  when  I  was  engaged 
in  passing  through  this  House  a  small 
measure  last  year,  the  same   kind  of 
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criticism  in  reference  to  the  Privy 
Council  was  made  which  is  being  made 
now,  and  on  that  occasion  I  felt  it  my 
duty  to  point  out  that  the  action  of  the 
Privy  Council  was  little  more  than 
nominal  and  purely  formal.  I  under- 
stand the  Chief  Secretary  to  say  now 
across  the  floor  of  the  House  that  the 
Irish  Judges  do  take  part  in  the  delibe- 
rations of  the  Privy  Council,  and  give 
advice  in  executive  action  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  What  I  said 
was,  that  I  could  not  accept  an  Amend- 
ment which  stood  in  the  name  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Great  Grimsby  (Mr. 
Heneage),  because  it  would  prevent  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  from  taking  the  advice 
of  the  judicial  element  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil. My  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  At- 
torney General  for  England  (Sir  Richard 
Webster)  has  pointed  out  that  the  rea- 
son why  we  cannot  accept  the  Amende 
ment  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  (Mr. 
Maurice  Healy)  is,  that  we  proposed  to 
deal  constitutionally  with  the  matter  in 
this  Bill.  It  has  been  stated  that  it  was 
not  customary  for  the  Judicial  Members 
of  the  Privy  Council  to  concern  them- 
selves with  the  initiation  of  proceedings ; 
but,  if  that  was  so,  the  object  is  to  pro- 
vide that  they  shall  concern  themselves 
with  it  in  future. 

Mr.  O'DOHERTY  (Donegal,  N.)  :  It 
is  impossible  to  understand  that  the  Go- 
vernment can  have  any  logical  reason 
for  objecting  to  this  Amendment.  When 
the  last  Amendment  was  proposed  the 
Government  alleged  that  they  could  not 
accept  it,  because  it  would  remove  respon- 
sibility from  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  That 
was  the  only  answer  they  made  to  the 
Motion  for  inserting  the  words  proposed. 
Now,  we  move  the  omission  of  words 
from  the  clause  tirhich  would  enable  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  to  take  advice  with 
reference  to  the  proclamation  of  districts 
from  whomsoever  he  pleased,  in  order 
that  he  might  be  responsible  for  pro- 
claiming the  districts ;  but  this  time  we 
are  met  by  the  hon.  and  learned  At- 
torney General  (Sir  Richard  Webster) 
in  quite  a  different  strain.  We  find 
ourselves  quite  unable  to  fix  the  Gt>vern- 
ment  by  any  argument  that  it  is  possible 
to  bring  forward,  because  they  slink 
away  from  every  argument,  even  their 
own.  After  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  and  that  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
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jinber  for  North  Dublin  (Mr.  Clancy), 
•re  18  no  doubt  whatever  as  to  what 
1  be  done  in  these  cases  of  proclama- 
a.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  instead  of 
>  words  **  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
)  Privy  Council,"  the  clause  ought  to 

I  '  *  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  exe- 
ive  or  police  in  the  county."  That 
uld  be  the  true  interpretation  of  the 
entioDS  of  the  Q-ovemment.  Besides 
it,  it  will  be  from  the  ranks  of  the 
rmanent    officials  that  appointments 

II  be  made  when  vacancies  occur  from 
ne  to  time,  and  it  will  be  upon  the 
inion  of  such  gentlemen  as  these  that 
e  judgment  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
.11  be  formed.  I  cannot  understand 
ly  the  Government  should  wish  to  re- 
in these  words,  unless  it  be  for  reasons 
at  have  been  given ;  and,  without  wish- 
g  to  detain  the  Committee  at  greater 
ngth,  I  would  suggest  to  the  Govem- 
ent  that,  perhaps,  the  proper  wording 
r  the  clause  would  be — "The  Lord 
ieutenant  by  and  with  the  advice  of  a 
ouncil  of  War,"  and  so  on. 

Question  put,  and  negatived, 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVEE  (Bradford, 
entral) :  In  the  absence  of  my  hon.  and 
earned  Friend  the  Member  for  West 
outhwark  (Mr.  A.  Cohen)  I  rise  to  pro- 
ose  the  Amendment  standing  in  his 
ame,  which  is  one  of  considerable  im- 
ortance.  It  is,  besides,  an  Amendment 
1  respect  of  which  I  appeal  to  the  Go- 
emment  with  great  confidence,  in  the 
xpeotation  that  they  will  agree  to  insert 
be  words  I  propose  in  the  clause, 
during  the  discussions  on  this  Bill  we 
lave  had  frequent  references  to  the  Act 
)f  1 882 ;  and  in  the  case  of  many  Amend- 
nents  proposed  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
(vhen  anything  has  been  stated  contrary 
to  that  Act,  we  have  had  the  Act  quoted 
against  us.  We  have  now  to  propose 
an  Amendment  in  accordance  with  the 
A.ct  of  1882.  The  clause  before  the 
Committee  follows  the  words  of  the  Act 
of  1882,  with  a  single  exception.  The 
Act  of  1882  provided  that  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  should  only  pro- 
claim a  district  where  it  was  necessary 
to  do  60  **  for  the  prevention  of  crime 
and  outrage ;  "  and  I  propose,  therefore, 
to  insert  these  words  in  the  clause 
which  is  now  before  us.  I  think  I  have 
shown  a  very  stronf?  case  for  appealing 
to  the  Government  to  accept  this  Amend- 


ment. Then,  as  to  the  importance  of 
the  Amendment.  In  the  clause  as  it  at 
present  stands  there  would  be  no  direc- 
tion whatever  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  as 
to  the  circumstances  under  which  he 
might  proclaim  a  district  in  Ireland.  It 
will  be  left  entirely  to  his  discretion 
whether  he  is  to  proclaim  a  district  or 
not,  and  the  causes  which  may  influence 
him  will  be  various.  There  may,  for 
instance,  be  an  article  which  appears  in 
a  newspaper  in  one  of  the  districts 
which  he  may  not  like,  and  which  the 
Law  Officers  might  tell  him  could  not 
form  the  subject  of  a  prosecution  with 
any  chance  of  success,  and  he  might 
endeavour  to  meet  the  difficulty  by  pro- 
claiming the  district.  Then,  again,  it 
might  bo  that  owing  to  a  combination 
among  his  tenants  a  landlord  could  not 
get  his  rents,  and  that  the  members  of 
the  combination,  although  nut  refusing 
to  pay  tho  rent,  were  only  able  to  pay  a 
reasonable  amount.  In  this  case  the 
landlord  might  go  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant and  induce  him  to  believe  that 
such  a  condition  of  things  existed  in  the 
district  that  it  ought  to  be  proclaimed. 
Now,  neither  of  these  things  could  have 
been  done  under  the  clause  of  the  Act 
of  1882,  when  there  was  a  much  greater 
danger  to  the  landlords  in  Ireland  than 
there  is  now.  As  I  have  said,  the  clause 
of  the  Act  of  1882  directed  that  a  dis- 
trict should  only  be  proclaimed  when  it 
was  the  opinion  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
that  it  was  necessary  to  proclaim  it  for 
the  prevention  of  crime  and  outrage.  I 
have  looked  back  to  several  Coercion 
Acts,  and  I  find  that  in  them  all  there 
are  words  to  this  effect,  generally  limit- 
ing the  action  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 
In  the  Act  of  1833,  which  was  the 
strongest  Coercion  Act  passed  in  this 
House,  as  it  came  down  from  the  House 
of  Lords,  there  were  no  such  restric- 
tive words ;  but  the  House  of  Commons 
inserted  words  to  provide  that  no  pro- 
clamation should  be  made  of  any  dis- 
trict merely  for  the  refusal  to  pay  tithes. 
The  insertion  of  the  words  I  refer  to 
shows  how  necessary  the  House  of  Com- 
mons considered  it,  even  under  stronger 
circumstances  than  exist  at  the  present 
moment,  that  the  proclamation  of  a  dis- 
trict should  not  take  place  on  account 
of  any  agrarian  movement.  Now,  the 
words  which  I  propose  to  introduce,  and 
which  were  contained  in  the  last  Cuer- 
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cion  Act,  have  been  omitted  from  the 
present  Bill,  and  I  ask  the  Government 
why  it  is  that  those  words  are  left  out  ? 
We  have  heard  often  enough  of  the 
precedent  of  the  Act  of  1882,  Why, 
then,  have  the  Government  not  followed 
the  precedent  of  the  Proclamation  Clauses 
in  that  Bill  in  this  respect  ?  There  must 
be  some  reason  for  it,  and  I  venture  to 
ask  the  Government,  even  if  they  do  not 
accept  the  Amendment — which  appears 
to  me  to  be  both  reasonable  and  proper, 
and  for  which  there  is  the  strong  case 
1  have  brought  before  the  Committee — 
I  ask  them  why  it  is  they  have  omitted 
these  words  ?  I  do  not  wish  to  detain 
the  Committee  at  any  length  in  moving 
this  Amendment ;  but  I  repeat  that  a 
strong  case  has,  in  my  opinion,  been 
made  out  for  following  the  wording  of 
the  Act  of  1882,  which  placed  a  limita- 
tion on  the  action  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant in  proclaiming  a  district.  If  the 
Government  do  not  accept  the  Amend- 
ment, they  should,  at  least,  tell  the 
Committee  why  the  words  have  been 
omitted. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4,  line 
32,  after  the  word  "necessary,"  to  in- 
sert the  words  **for  the  prevention 
of  crime  and  outrage."  —  {M.r,  Shan 
Le/evre,) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  ATTOENEY  GENEEAL  (Sir 
EiCHARD  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight)  : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  asks  us  for 
our  reasons  for  not  inserting  the  words 
of  his  Amendment  in  the  present  clause. 
If  we  had  considered  that  these  words 
were  fit  and  necessary  we  should  have 
been  pleased  to  insert  them;  but  our 
own  opinion  is  that  they  would  not  be 
proper  in  the  present  Bill,  and  that  they 
were  out  of  place  in  the  Act  of  1882.  I 
point  out  to  the  Committee  that  this  is  a 
bill  not  only  for  the  prevention,  but  for 
the  punishment  of  crime  in  Ireland; 
there  are  several  sentences  in  the  Bill 
also  referring  to  the  detection  of  crime. 
That  being  the  scope  of  the  present  mea- 
sure, it  would  not  be  desirable  to  restrict 
its  operation  in  the  manner  proposed  by 
the  Amendment ;  and  our  reason  for  ob- 
jecting to  the  words  is  that  they  would 
not  be  in  accordance  with  the  principle 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  JOHN  MOELEY  (Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne)  :    Surely  the  argument  of  i 
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I  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
is  an  extraordinary  one.  Does  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  really  mean  to 
say  that  the  Gt)vernment  have  left  out 
this  most  important  restriction  and  limi- 
tation because  it  would  have  been  in- 
convenient and  cumbersome  to  insert 
three  words  ?  A  more  ludicrous  argu- 
ment could  not  be  imagined.  The  real 
explanation  is  that  the  Government  have 
left  out  the  words  because  this  is  not  a 
Bill  for  the  prevention  of  crime  and 
outrage,  but  because  it  is  a  Bill  for  the 
suppression  of  political  combinations  in 
Ireland ;  and  the  attitude  of  the  Govern- 
ment, with  reference  to  this  Amendment, 
is  one  of  the  many  illustrations  with 
which  they  furnish  us  of  their  real  ob- 
ject. We  have  already  tested  them  by 
various  Amendments ;  and  this  Amend- 
ment is  only  a  test  the  more.  We  say 
that  if  your  Bill  is  really  aimed  at  crime 
and  outrage,  you  should  put  into  it  the 
restriction  which  was  in  the  Bill  of  1882 ; 
and  if  you  do  not  introduce  the  words, 
it  is  one  more  proof,  as  I  have  said,  that 
the  Bill  is  aimed  at  political  combina- 
tions, and  not  at  crime  and  outrage. 

Mr.  BEADLAUGH  (Northampton) : 
The  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
has  said  that  the  Government  do  not 
want  to  encumber  the  Bill  with  words 
which  might  lead  to  its  further  enlarge- 
ment. These  words  would  cover  con- 
viction for  crime  and  outrage ;  and  it 
must  be  that,  in  rejecting  them,  tbeGt>- 
vemment  want  the  Bill  for  something 
besides  the  prevention  of  crime  and  oat- 
rage — there  can  be  no  other  reason  for 
not  accepting  the  Amendment.  If  they 
want  to  put  down  lawful  agitation,  it  is 
necessary  that  they  should  leave  out  these 
words ;  but  if  they  only  want  to  prevent 
crimo  and  outrage,  the  word  **  preven- 
tion "  would  cover  everything.  I  trust 
the  Government  will  not  resist  words 
which,  if  inserted,  will  limit  the  Bill  to 
the  prevention  of  crime  and  outrage,  and 
which,  if  left  out,  will  show  that  the 
Government  only  desire  to  use  the  clause 
as  a  means  for  putting  down  p^tical 
combination.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  moved  the  Amendment  (Mr. 
Shaw  Lefevre)  will  permit  me,  I  would 
move  to  insert,  after  the  word  •*  preven- 
tion," ''  and  punishment,"  so  as  to  make 
the  clause  run,  *'  for  the  prevention  and 
punishment  of  crime  and  outrage,"  so 
as  to  throw  upon  the  Government  the 
responsibility  of  rejecting  the  words. 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
^  Amendment,   to  insert  after   "preven- 

tion "the  words  **  and  punishment." — 
^  {Mr,  Bradlaugh.) 

Sir   RICHARD  WEBSTER :    I  do 
not  see  how  we  can  accept  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if 
t  these  words  are  inserted.     It  is  not  pos- 

sible to  catalogue  all  the  proper  motives 
i;vhich  might  induce  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
to  put  this  section  in  force. 
i  Me.  SHAW  LEFEVRE:   The  only 

argument  used  against  this  Amendment 
was  that  it  did  not  go  far  enough.    We 
have  now  met  that  argument,  and  I  trust 
we   shall    be    allowed    to    amend   the 
Amendment  in  the  sense  proposed  by 
the    hon.    Member   for    Northampton. 
When  that  is  done,  I  can  see  no  possible 
ground  on  which  the  Qovernment  should 
refuse  to  accept  it.  If  they  do  not  accept 
the  Amendment  in  its  then  form,  it  is 
clear  that  they  must  be  influenced  by 
other  motives  than  the  prevention  and 
punishment  of  crime. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  I  ask  the  Government  to 
accept  the  Amendment  last  proposed 
without  a  Division,  so  as  to  give  us  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  whole 
Ameudment. 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment agreed  to. 

Question    proposed,    to  insert,  after 
**  necessary,"  the  words  '*for  the  pre- 
Yention  and  punishment  of  crime  and 
outrage." 

Mb.  T.   p.  O'CONNOR :    We  have 
now  the  whole  Amendment  before  us, 
and  il  the  Government  do  not  intend  to 
add    anything  to  the  statement  of  the 
Attorney  General  I  presume  we  must  go 
on   with  the  discussion.     The  attitude 
taken  up  by  the  Government  upon  this 
Amendment  will  and  ought  to  regulate 
our  action  not  only  upon  this,  but  every 
Bucceeding  Amendment  proposed  to  the 
Bill.      I  say  this  because  an  appeal  was 
made    to   us  by  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite   to-day  to  confine  our  Amend- 
ments  to    matters  of  principle.     In  the 
acceptance  of  such  a  proposal  there  is 
something    implied — namely,   that    we 
ahould  be  met  by  the  Government  with 
Bomethizi^  like  a  disposition  to  accept  an 
Amendznent  of  some  kind  to  the  clause ; 
but    I    ana.    hound  to  say  that  if  we  are 
met   'hy  the  Qovernment  with  an  obsti- 


nate resistance  to  every  Amendment, 
good,  bad,  and  indifferent,  we  shall  gain 
nothing  by  our  concession.  We  test  the 
Government  by  this  Amendment,  and  if 
they  refuse  it,  then  I  say  that  we  shall 
be  driven  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Go- 
vernment intend  to  stand  by  every  word 
of  the  Bill.  If  that  is  so,  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  what  is  the  use  of  our 
curtailmg  discussion — where  will  be  the 
advcmtage  of  making  this  concession, 
if  our  doing  so  is  to  have  the  effect  of 
leaving  the  Bill  precisely  where  it  was 
when  we  started  ?  So  much  with  regard 
to  the  attitude  which  we  shall  take  up. 
I  now  come  to  the  Amendment  before 
the  Committee,  and  upon  this  subject  I 
may  say  that  I  have  never  seen  a  man 
more  completely  hoisted  with  his  own 
petard  than  the  hon.  and  learned  At- 
torney General.  He  says  that  he  does 
not  object  to  the  principle  of  the  Amend- 
ment, but  he  objects  to  the  Amendment 
because  it  is  not  sufficiently  enlarged. 
Well,  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Northampton  enlarges  the  Amendment, 
and  the  moment  he  does  so  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  changes  his 
mind. 

Sir  RICHAED  WEBSTEE:  I 
pointed  out  that  we  could  not  catalogue 
all  the  proper  motives  which  might  in- 
duce the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  put  the 
section  in  force,  and  I  expressly  stated 
this,  not  by  way  of  justification  to  our- 
selves, but  in  answer  to  the  statement 
of  the  hon.  Member  opposite. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  I  sav  that 
we  are  just  where  we  were  before,  unless 
we  get  this  Amendment  agreed  to.  That 
is  what  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  have  made  absolutely 
clear.  There  are  only  three  things  which 
the  Executive  can  do  with  regard  to 
crime ;  they  can  prevent  it ;  they  can 
detect  it ;  and  they  can  punish  it ;  and  I 
defy  the  metaphysical  genius  of    the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre« 
tary  for  Ireland  to  name  any  condition 
of  being  or  ontology — which,  I  believe, 
is  the  word  in  favour  just  now  in  Scot- 
land— with  regard  to  crime  that  is  not 
included  within  the  terms  **  prevention," 
**  detection,"  and  **  punishment."    That 
being  so,  I  suggest  that  the  Amendment 
should  be  again  amended  by  putting  in 
the  words   **and  punishment,"  and  I 
say  that  these  terms  finally  exhaust  the 
whole  category  in  respect  of  crime  and 
outrage,   and  that  if  the  Government 
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will  np^  accept  the  Amendment  in  that 
form  ^t  is  because  they  want  to  extend 
the  Bill  beyond  those  limits.  I  say  that 
we  on  these  Benches  are  perfectly  ready 
to  be  judged  with  regard  to  the  Amend- 
ments we  have  proposed  to  this  Bill, 
and  that  the  Government  will  also  be 
judged  by  the  country  for  their  refusals 
to  accept  them. 

The  chief  SECRETAEY  foe  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manchester, 
E.):  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
moved  the  Amendment  (Mr.  Shaw 
Lefevre)  originally,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton  (Mr.  Bradlaugh),  who 
amended  it,  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Scotland  Division  of  Liverpool  (Mr. 
T.  P.  O'Connor),  who  proposes  to  amend 
it  still  further,  have  all  charged  the  Go- 
vernment with  a  sinister  motive  in  not 
following  the  precise  words  of  the  Act 
of  1882.  The  particular  charge  is  that 
the  Government  are  aiming  at  political 
combinations  instead  of  the  detection 
and  punishment  of  crime.  But  this  is 
an  accusation  which  we  have  always 
denied,  and  still  deny.  This  section  is 
only  to  enable  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to 
set  in  motion  the  other  clauses  of  the 
Bill.  The  proper  way  would  be  to 
amend  the  clauses  which  define  the 
offences,  and  not  the  clause  for  setting 
in  motion  the  machinery  directed  against 
crime  and  outrage  ;  but  we  believe  that 
the  Amendment,  as  proposed  to  be 
amended,  would  not  have  the  effect  of 
limiting  in  the  slightest  degree  the 
operation  of  any  other  clause  in  the 
BiU. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR:  Then  why 
do  you  not  accept  it  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  That  is  exactly 
what  we  mean  to  do. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  after  the  word  **  preven- 
tion" insert  the  word  *' detection." — 
{Mr.  Attorney  General,) 

Question,  ''That  the  word  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question  proposed,  in  page  4,  line  32, 
after  **  necessary"  insert,  ** for  the  pre- 
vention, detection,  and  punishment  of 
crime  and  outrage." 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH  :  1  do  not  rise  to 
offer  any  opposition  to  the  Amendment. 
I  merely  wish  to  say  that  I  do  not 
follow  the  reasoning  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  in   thinking 
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that  it  is  possible  to  punish  crime  with- 
out detecting  it. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  4,  line  34,  after  the  word  **  force," 
to  insert  the  words  *'  for  the  period  of  six 
months  or  such  lesser  period  as  may  be  stated 
in  such  Proclamation." — {Mr.  Chance.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  It  is  my  duty  to  state  that,  as 
far  as  the  Government  are  concerned, 
they  must  oppose  this  Amendment,  as 
well  as  all  others  upon  the  Paper  which 
have  for  their  object  the  limitation  of 
the  period  during  which  Proclamations 
shall  continue.  Whatever  period  was 
inserted,  it  might  be  that  in  one  case  it 
would  bo  too  long  and  in  another  too 
short  for  the  necessities  of  the  case.  The 
provision  of  our  Bill  is  that  the  Pro- 
clamation may  be  revoked  at  any  time. 
In  the  case  of  former  Proclamations  it 
is  within  my  own  knowledge,  and  that  of 
many  hon.  Members  of  this  House,  that 
they  have  been  revoked  at  widely  dif- 
ferent periods ;  I  have  known  Procla- 
mations revoked  after  14  days,  after  a 
month,  after  three  months,  and  even 
after  a  period  of  years.  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, see  what  could  be  gained  by  adopt- 
ing the  Amendment  proposed,  or  in 
other  similar  Amendments  which  con- 
tain nothing  that  would  prevent  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  issuing  a  new  Procla- 
mation immediately  upon  the  with- 
drawal of  the  former.  Under  these 
circumstances  we  cannot  accept  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.)  :  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland  states  that  his  objec- 
tion applies  not  only  to  this  Amendment, 
but  to  every  Amendment  upon  the  Paper 
which  proposes  to  limit  the  period  during 
which  the  Proclamation  is  to  run.  I 
regret  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  not  turned  to  the  next 
page,  because  he  would  see  there  a 
reference  to  the  expiry  of  Proclama- 
tions. If  there  is  no  date  mentioned 
for  the  expiry,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
period  of  Proclamation  cannot  expire  at 
all.  We  know  that  it  is  impossible  to 
fix  the  date  of  expiry  absolutely;  but 
there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  from    proclaiming  a 
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district    afresh  on  the  eve   of  expiry,  j 
and  the  object  of  the  Amendment  is  to 
compel  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  look  into 
the  matter  and  discover  what  the  true 
state  of  the  district  may  be.     That  we 
consider  to  be  only  a  reasonable  provi- 
sion.    The  fact  that    the  Proclamation 
depends  upon  the  existence  of  crime  and 
outrage  makes  this  Amendment  all  the 
more  reasonable.    We  know  that  the 
strongest  pressure  will  be  brought  to 
bear    by    rack-renting    landlords    and 
broken-down  country  gentlemen  upon 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  to  keep  these  Proclamations 
in  force  in  order  that  they  may  get  rid 
of  those  whom  they  consider  to  be  objec- 
tionable neighbours.     Therefore    it    is 
that  we  want  to  make  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant responsible ;  we  want  to  make 
his  responsibility  real,  and  to  give  him 
an  opportunity  of  exercising  those  great 
abilities  which  he  is  supposed  by  some, 
although  not  by  us,  to  possess. 

Mr.   O'DOHERTY    (Donegal,   N.) : 
The  right  hon.   and  learned  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  does  not  seem  to 
understand  the  object  we  have  in  sup- 
porting   this    Amendment.     The   com- 
plaint is,  that  this  is  a  Coercion  Act 
which  is  to  be  everlasting.     All  former 
Coercion  Acts  were  Acts  which  expired 
at  a  certain  date,  and  the  Proclamation 
necessarily    terminated   with   the  Acts 
themselves ;  and  not  only  was  that  the 
case,  but  the  rules  and  regulations  were 
such  as  to  afford  a  hope  that  the  Pro- 
clamations would  terminate  when  the 
causes  which  had  brought  them  about  had 
ceased.  The  case  here  is  quite  different, 
and  J  think  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  will  see  that  if  the  necessity 
for  the  Proclamation  continues  after  the 
time  named  in  this  Amendment,  there 
will  still  remain  a  large  amount  of  un- 
used force  in  the  Ijord  Lieutenant  and 
the  Privy  Council,  which  can  be  exer- 
cised in  re-proclaiming  the  district.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  objects 
that  the  time  named  may  be  too  long  or 
too  short ;  but  we  think,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  the  period  stated  would  prove  to  be 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other.     Every- 
one   who     has  had  any  experience  in 
these  matters  will  see  that  it  is  not  a 
light  thing    to  subject  men  for  an  un- 
defined period  to  what  is,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  equivalent  to  control  by  court  mar- 
tial.     X    am    sure  the  right  hon.   and 
learned  Gentleman  will  remember  the 


observation  of  the  learned  Judge  who 
said  that  a  certain  trial  in  Ireland  re- 
presented to  his  mind  the  trial  of  a 
Kaffir  at  the  Cape  by  a  jury  of  Dutch 
Boers.  These  are  the  words  of  a  Judge 
who  knows  the  force  of  language ;  and 
I  repeat  that  it  is  no  light  matter  that  a 
clause  of  this  kind  should  be  irrevo- 
cable. We  have  known  the  case  of  a 
district  remaining  under  Proclamation 
until  it  was  forgotten ;  and  there  have 
been  others  in  which  the  liberties  of  the 
people  have  been  suspended  for  indefi- 
nite periods,  and  these  are  among  the 
reasons  why  we  urge  upon  the  Govern- 
ment the  acceptance  of  the  present 
Amendment. 

Me.  WARMINGTON  (Monmouth, 
W.) :  This  Amendment,  in  the  first 
place,  has  been  proposed  to  show  that 
there  shall  be  a  period  for  the  expiring 
of  an  ordinary  as  well  as  a  special  Pro- 
clamation, and  how  it  shall  take  place ; 
another  object  is  to  make  it  obligatory 
on  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  his  advisers 
to  reconsider  the  Proclamation  periodi- 
cally. I  think  it  is  not  too  much  to  ask 
that  the  Officers  of  the  Crown  should 
periodically  consider  whether  or  not  a 
Proclamation  should  be  renewed  ? 

Mr.  JOHN  O^CONNOR  (Tipperary, 
S.) :  In  connection  with  the  Coercion 
Act  of  1882,  there  was  a  promise  given 
by  the  late  Mr.  Forster  that  each  indi- 
vidual case  should  be  inquired  into 
every  three  months.  Now,  Mr.  Forster 
was  a  very  stem  man ;  but  there  were 
good-natured  points  in  his  disposition, 
and  he  held,  among  other  things,  that  no 
Coercion  Act  should  be  passed  for  an 
unlimited  time,  and  further,  as  I  have 
said,  that  an  investigation  should  take 
place  into  individual  cases.  If  after 
three  months  investigation  was  regarded 
then  as  necessary,  how  much  more  ne- 
cessary is  it  now  that  some  limit  should 
be  put  to  the  time  during  which  the 
liberties  of  the  people  of  Ireland  are  at 
the  mercy  of  the  Crown  Prosecutor  ? 
Mr.  Forster  considered  it  unwise  that  a 
Government  should  have  the  powers  of  a 
Coercion  Act  to  be  hung  like  a  sword 
over  the  people,  and  taken  down  to  be 
used  according  to  the  disposition  of  any 
official.  It  is  clear  from  this  that  Mr. 
Forster  had  some  conscience  left;  but 
the  present  Government  have  none  left 
whatever.  I  trust  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Forster  will  not  be  lost  upon  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  present  occasion,  although, 
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up  to  the  present  time,  they  have  simply 
turned  their  back  on  every  Amendment 
which  has  come  from  this  side  of  the 
House.  When  they  accepted  the  last 
Amendment  they  were  on  the  horns  of  a 
dilemma,  and  there  was  no  escape  for 
them ;  but  now  they  say  that  they  will 
not  accept  an  Amendment  of  this  reason- 
able and  necessary  character,  although  it 
has  a  very  strong  precedent  in  its  favour 
— namely,  that  a  similar  proposal  was 
adopted  by  Mr.  Forster.  For  that  reason, 
although  I  do  not  expect  it,  I  still  hope 
they  may  be  induced  to  accept  the  words  of 
limitation  which  my  hon.  Friend  proposes. 

Mr.  AETHUE  O^OONNOE  (Donegal, 
E.) :  I  wish  to  point  out  that  the  Bill 
refers  to  the  expiring  of  the  Proclama- 
tion, and  I  have  to  ask  how,  if  there  is 
to  be  no  termination,  any  Proclamation 
can  be  said  to  expire  ? 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  I  am  surprised  that  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  does  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  answer  the  arguments  of  my 
hon.  Friend.  If  a  Proclamation  be  not 
limited  in  duration,  what  is  the  meaning 
of  the  words  in  the  next  clause  ?  I 
understand  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman's  explanation  rather  tells 
against  his  own  position,  because  I  un- 
derstand him  to  say  that  he  contem- 
plates that  these  Proclamations  should 
be  limited,  not  in  the  words  of  the  Pro- 
clamations, but  in  respect  of  the  ne- 
cessity for  them.  If  that  be  so,  I  sug- 
gest that  six  months  is  not  an  \mrea- 
sonable  period  to  propose.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  may  be  able 
to  conceive  that  circumstances  might 
arise  in  which  a  Proclamation  should 
continue  for  an  unlimited  time ;  but  I 
should  be  sorry  to  think  that  such  a 
state  of  crime  and  outrage  was  about  to 
last  for  ever  in  Ireland  as  would  make  it 
necessary  to  continue  in  existence  such  an 
Act  as  this,  although  I  give  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  and  his  Party 
credit  for  doing  all  they  can  to  increase 
crime  and  outrage  there.  But  if  there 
be  in  Ireland  any  considerable  amount 
of  crime  and  outrage,  or  if  the  Govern- 
ment succeeds  in  bringing  about  such  a 
condition  of  things,  I  do  not  think  that 
it  will  last  for  ever ;  and,  therefore,  I  do 
not  see  why  they  should  take  the  pre- 
caution of  making  the  Act  everlasting. 
The  Government  say  that  we  are  limit- 
ing the  period  of  Proclamation,  but  that  | 

Mr,  •/.  0* Connor  (Tipper ary) 


we  do  not,  at  the  same  time,  give  any 
protection  to  the  locality  against  re-Pro- 
clamation.   We  are,  of  course,  not  so 
ignorant  as  to  suppose  that  the  Procla- 
mation could  not  be   renewed  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant ;  but  we  want  to  secure 
that  a  district  shall  not  be  proclaimed 
for  a  longer  period  than  is  absolutely 
necessary.     I  was  going  to  refer  to  the 
Act  of  1882,  but  in  that  matter  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tipperary  (Mr.  John 
O'Connor)  has  anticipated  me,  and  it 
will  not  be  necessary  for  me  now  to  do 
so.    I  wish,  however,  to  point  out  that 
the  limitation  of  the  period  to  three 
months  in  the  Act  of  1882  was  not  that 
dead  letter  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man seems  to  imply  would  be  the  result 
of  such  a  limitation  in  the  Bill.     It  is 
true  that,  under  Mr.  Forster's  Bill,  a 
prisoner  was  not  bound  to  be  released 
at  the  expiration  of  three  months ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  by  this  clause  the  at- 
tention of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  was  specially 
directed  to  the  case  of  an  individual 
whose  release  was,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
very  often  secured.    That  release  was, 
I  am  sure,  largely  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  compelled  by 
the  words  of  the  Statute  to  give  per- 
sonal attention  to    the  circumstances, 
and  so  reconsider  the  imprisonment  of 
individuals.    What  we  ask  is  that  the 
same  period  for  review  should  be  given 
in  the  case  of  localities  as  in  the  former 
case  was  given  to  individuals;  and  if 
that  is  not  conceded,  it  is  clear  to  us 
that  the  Government  want  to  make  this 
Act  still  more  merciless  than  the  former. 

Mr.  chance  (Kilkenny,  8.):  The 
position  taken  up  by  the  Gt>vemment  is 
that,  having  proclaimed  a  district  be- 
cause there  exists  a  certain  amount  of 
crime  and  outrage,  they  mean  to  con- 
tinue that  state  of  things  after  every 
vestige  of  crime  and  outrage  has  disap- 
peared. We  charge  them  with  doing 
that  purely  for  political  purposes. 

Dr.  COMMINS  (Eoscommon,  S.) :  I 
cannot  see  that  the  argument  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  consistent 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  He  says 
that  he  would  not  have  it  understood  that 
these  Proclamations  are  to  be  for  an 
indefinite  period.  But  if  that  is  so,  why 
is  it  not  stated  in  the  Bill  *?  Why  not 
say  that  the  Proclamations  shall  remain 
in  force  for  such  time  as  the  Government 
shall  think  fit.     I  can  see  no  objection 
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to  that  unless  tbey  want  to  take  greater 
powers  than  tbey  wish  the  public  to 
know  of.      There  is  a  matter  in  connec- 
tion with  this  subject  which  I  think  has 
not  been  touched  upon,  and  which  re- 
quires attention.     Proclamations  in  Ire- 
land are  always  attended  with  conse- 
quences other  than  the  mere  prosecution 
of  offenders ;  they  are  followed  by  the 
billeting  of  an  enormous  force  of  police 
which  have  to  be  supported    by  the 
localities.     This  clause,  therefore,  gives 
the  Government  power  of  taxing  for  an 
unlimited  period  a  proclaimed  district. 
I  cannot  see  any  reason  why  the  Pro- 
clamation should  not  be  limited  in  re- 
spect of  duration,  just  as  it  is  limited  in 
respect  of  p.rea ;  and,  therefore,  in  view 
of  these  indefinite  powers  I  think  the 
Amendment  a  very  reasonable  one,  and 
shall  ^lYQ  it  my  support. 

Mr.  O'DOHEETY  (Donegal,  N.) :  I 
ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland   whether  he  will 
not  agree  to  there  being  supervision 
every  three  months,  leaving  the  Pro- 
clamation in  force  unless  it  be  with- 
drawn ?     That  would  simply  have  the 
efiect  of  calling  attention  to  the  actual 
state  of  affairs. 

Mb.  HOLMES:  I  must  point  out  to 
the  hon.  Member  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  do  consider  that  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Act  of  1881  would  not  be 
applicable  to  the  present  case.  I  have 
already  explained  to  the  Committee 
that  the  Government  cannot  accept  any 
Amendment  having  for  its  object  to 
limit  the  term  of  Proclamation. 

Mr.  MAUEIOE  HEALY  (Cork) :  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  seems  to  forget  that  this  is  a 
permanent  Act.     Surely,  having  regard 
to  that  f  aot,  and  that  so  much  has  been 
made  of   the  argument  by  Gentlemen 
opposite,  we  are  entitled  to  ask  that  this 
point,  with  reference  to  the  revision  of 
Proclamations,  shall  be  conceded.    It  is 
a  very  difficult  thing  to  get  a  Proclama- 
tion withdrawn  in  Ireland.     There  are 
always  100  persons  ready  and  eager  that 
a   district    should  be  proclaimed ;    but 
there  are  very  few  who  are  ready  to  come 
forward  and  urge  that  the  Proclamation 
should  be  withdrawn.     That  being  so, 
we  want  some  limit  to  be  placed  on  the 
act  of  Proclamation;   we  propose  that 
there  should  be  a  limit  of  time,  and  that 
when  the  period  is  drawing  to  a  close  it 
should  be  the  duty  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 


tenant to  review  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances relating  to  the  district,  and  de- 
cide judicially  whether  or  not  the  Pro- 
clamation shall  remain  in  force.  If 
there  is  anything  in  the  contention  of 
the  Government  that  the  limitation  is  of 
no  use  because  we  make  no  provision 
against  renewal,  I  say  that  we  cast  on 
the  officials  in  Ireland  the  responsibility 
and  duty  of  periodically  renewing  the 
circumstances,  and  considering  whether 
they  warrant  the  continuance  in  force  of 
the  Proclamation.  We  know  from,  the 
fact  that  no  persons  will  take  the  trouble 
to  examine  the  circumstances  that  a 
Proclamation  may  continue  in  force  for 
an  unlimited  period,  and  unless  our 
Amendment  is  accepted  there  will  be 
nothing  in  the  Bill  to  compel  the 
officials  in  Ireland  to  examine  into  the 
necessity  of  continuing  or  withdrawing 
the  Proclamation.  That  being  the  case, 
we  know  perfectly  well  that  a  Proclama- 
tion, being  once  issued,  will  remain  upon 
a  district,  so  far  as  the  present  Govern- 
ment are  concerned,  without  anything 
being  done  for  its  removal. 

The  lord  MAYOR  of  DUBLIN 
(Mr.  T;D.  Sullivan)  (Dublin,  College 
Green) :  I  thiuk  that  the  suggestion  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Donegal 
(Mr.  O'Doherty)  is  well  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  the  Government.  It  takes 
from  their  hands  no  power  whatsoever, 
and  it  simply  provides  that  there  shall 
be  a  periodical  review  of  the  circum- 
stances of  these  Proclamations.  I  think 
it  most  desirable  that  this  proposal  should 
be  accepted  for  the  purpose  of  casting 
upon  the  officials  in  Ireland  the  duty  of 
reconsidering  the  various  Proclamations 
and,  in  case  they  see  reason  for  it,  with- 
drawing them.  But  from  another  point 
of  view  I  think  the  suggestion  an  admir- 
able one,  inasmuch  as  it  would  have  a 
good  effect  upon  the  proclaimed  districts. 
I  believe  that  if  it  were  known  that  the 
state  of  a  district  would  be  brought 
under  consideration  at  the  Castle,  it 
would  be  an  inducement  to  the  people 
of  the  district  to  present  a  better  record. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  no  such  provision 
is  made,  there  would  be  no  inducement 
to  bring  about  an  improved  state  of 
affairs.  I  cannot  see  that  the  position 
of  the  Government  will  be  in  any  respect 
weakened  by  the  introduction  of  the 
words  proposed  by  my  hon.  Friend,  nor 
can  I  see  anything  in  favour  of  their 
opposition  but  the  mulish  obstinacy  they 
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have  shown  in  refusing  all  Amendments 
from  this  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  p.  J.  PC  WEE  (Waterford,  E.) : 
I  agree  with  my  hon.  Friend  that  unless 
jou  accept  this  Amendment  it  will  be  a 
matter  of  indifference  to  the  people  of 
the  district  whether  crime  exists  there 
or  not.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  has,  in  answer  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Scotland  Division 
of  Liverpool  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor), 
tried  to  insinuate  that  the  punish- 
ments under  this  Act  would  not  be 
so  great  as  under  the  Act  of  1882  ; 
but  we  say  that  in  that  respect  the  two 
Acts  cannot  be  compared  for  a  moment, 
and  that  this  Act  curtails  the  liberties  of 
the  people  more  than  any  former  Act. 
From  the  position  taken  up  by  the  Go- 
vernment we  can  only  conclude  that 
they  intend  these  Proclamations  to  be 
permanent. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  102; 
Noes  145 :  Majority  43. — (Div.  List, 
No.  227.)  [8.45  p.m.] 

De.  COMMINS  (EoscommoD,  8.) :  I 
have  an  Amendment  in  line  34.  to  leave 
out  from  **  Ireland  "  to  **  Proclamation  " 
in  line  35,  and  to  insert  *'  from  a  day  not 
earlier  than  seven  days  from  the  date  of 
such  Proclamation."  My  object  is  to  give 
reasonable  notice  of  the  proclamation  of 
the  districts  for  the  purposes  of  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Bill  to  persons  who  may  be 
interested. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present ;  Committee  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

De.  COMMINS :  The  clause  as  it 
stands  is  objectionable  from  two  points  of 
view,  because  it  leaves  you  in  doubt  when 
the  Proclamation  will  come  into  force, 
because  it  says  *^  within  any  specified 
part  of  Ireland  as  from  the  date  of  the 
Proclamation."  Well,  we  know  that 
there  is  no  division  of  a  day  in  law ;  and, 
supposing  the  Proclamation  is  issued  on 
the  *'  13th  June,"  that  may  mean  any 
time  of  the  day  or  night  of  the  13th 
June.  The  Proclamation  may  be  issued 
at  10  minutes  to  12  o'clock  at  night,  and 
a  person  who  may  have  done  some  act 
quite  innocently,  such  as  attending  a 
meeting  at  5  o'clock  in  the  morning,  17 
or  18  hours  previously,  may  be  proceeded 
against,  prosecuted,  and  found   guilty 
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under  the  procedure  sections  of  this  Act, 
owing  to  the  framing  of  this  clause. 
This  section  is  in  reality,  owing  to  the 
way  in  which  it  is  worded,  retrospective 
to  the  extent  of  24  hours.  That  is  a 
serious  objection  to  the  clause  as  it 
stands,  as  it  is  quite  open  to  that  iater- 
pretation.  There  is  another  interpreta- 
tion that  may  be  put  upon  it,  and  one 
quite  as  objectionable,  and  that  is  that 
the  Proclamation  will  issue  after  the 
application  of  the  Act.  It  does  not 
exactly  say  it  here — but  it  does  not  say 
the  contrary  in  such  a  definite  way  as  to 
preclude  a  person  wishing  to  put  that 
construction  upon  it  from  doing  so.  I 
suppose  the  construction  is  that  the  Act, 
if  passed  on  the  14th,  would  come  into 
operation  on  the  15th,  and  that  the  Pro- 
clamation may  be  issued  on  tho  15th  ; 
but  we  know  from  previous  experience 
how  unfair  it  is  to  allow  a  Proclamatioii 
to  issue  at  a  period  when  it  is  too  late 
to  take  precautions  against  it,  or  to  avoid 
violating  the  particular  provisions  pro* 
mulgated  by  that  Proclamation.  That  is 
a  thing  we  have  constantly  experienced 
in  Ireland ;  it  has  happened  hundreds  of 
times.  Say  a  meeting  is  called  at  a  cer- 
tain place  on  a  given  day.  Placards 
announcing  that  meeting  may  have  been 
out  on  the  hoardings  and  on  the  road- 
sides for  a  week  or  a  fortnight — I  know  a 
case  where  they  have  been  out  for  a  fort- 
night. People  may  come  to  that  meet- 
ing from  20  miles  round,  but  at  half- 
past  11  o'clock  at  night  on  the  day  pre- 
ceding that  fixed  for  holding  the  meet- 
ing a  notice  may  have  been  posted  up 
proclaiming  the  meeting.  That  was 
done  in  the  case  I  refer  to,  and  the 
notice  was  handed  to  the  chairman  of 
the  meeting  in  my  presence.  Not  only 
has  that  occurred  in  my  own  experience, 
but  we  know  that  it  has  been  done  over 
and  over  again  in  Ireland.  Proclama- 
tions are  issued  up  to  within  a  very 
short  time  of  the  hour  at  which  the 
meetings  are  to  be  held,  and  people  who 
come  miles  and  miles  to  attend  these 
meetings  are  liable  to  criminal  prosecu- 
tion under  these  Proclamations,  idthough 
they  were  entirely  ignorant  that  what 
they  were  about  to  do  was  illegal.  I 
cannot  think  that  the  Government  in- 
tended to  render  this  sort  of  thing  pos- 
sible under  this  Bill.  It  has  been  so 
often  complained  of  in  Ireland,  not  only 
with  regard  to  the  present  Government, 
butaho  with  regard  toothcrGovemmentSy 
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that  I  should  have  thought  they  would 
have  taken  measures  to  prevent  its  re- 
currence in  connection  with  this  Act.     I 
am  hound  to  hold  that  the  Government 
are  quite  aware  that  this  sort  of  thing 
is  done.     They  must  know  the  mischief 
they  have  brought  about  from  time  to 
time,  and   the  danger  to  which  it  ex- 
poses the  community,  to  riot  and  dis> 
order.     They  must  know  that  the  Pro- 
clamations themselves  have   been   the 
cause     of     serious    disturbances — they 
must  know  that  on  many  occasions  it 
has  been  nothing  less  than  sheer  good 
luck  which  has  prevented  the  breaking 
out  of  serious  riot  and  disorder  as  the 
result  of   these    Proclamations    them- 
selves.    In  many  cases,  so  far  from  the 
Proclamations  being  a  means   of  pre- 
serving law  and  order,  and  preserving 
the  peace,  they  have  been  the  very  re- 
verse. The  Amendment  I  propose  would 
prevent  any  of  these  dangers  occurring. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  anything  un- 
reasonable in  asking  that    some  little 
notice  should  be  given  to  the  persons 
interested.    At  all  events,  let  there  be 
a    word    before  a  blow  is  struck.     A 
week's  notice  is  little  enough.     It  might 
be  said  that  dangers  might  arise  within 
these  seven  days  that  I  ask  for.     It  may 
be  said  that  a  conspiracy  may  be  grow- 
ing up  in  a  neighbourhood,  or  that  some 
evictions  like  those  at  Bodyke  may  be 
coming  on,  and  that  the  Executive  must 
not  be  limited  in  point  of  time.     It  may 
be    said — **In   many  cases  it  will  be 
necessary  to  act  immediately,  and  the  mis- 
chief may  be  done  before  the  seven  days 
you  ask  for  has  expired."     Well,  there 
is  nothing  in  that  case.     In  the  cases 
of  evictions  which  bring  about  disturb- 
ances, such  as    those   at  Bodyke,  our 
experience  tells  us  that  it  is  not  likely 
that  breaches  of  the  peace  are  brought 
about  in  a  day.     Notice  of  evictions  is 
g^ven  months  before.     It  takes  14  or  15 
days,  even  when  an  eviction  motion  is 
not  defended,  before  a  decree  can  be 
issued  or    a  judgment  obtained;    and 
the    Government  will,  therefore,  have 
not  one  week,  but  several  weeks'  notice 
of  the  fact  that  there  is  going  to  be 
CL  battue  of  peasants  at  an  eviction  such 
as    occurred  at  Bodyke   or  Glenbeigh. 
Tlie  Gt)veniment  will    have  plenty  of 
time  to  issue  their  notice  of  Proclama- 
tion! in  order  to  give  fair  intimation  to 
tiie  people.    And  the  same  thing  applies 
to    other  matters  which  are  made  the 


subject  of  Proclamation.      It  may  be 
said  that  there  maybe  some  secret  com- 
binations going  on,  and  that  it  is  neces- 
sary for  the  Government  to  have  power 
to  act  immediately  they  find  it  out ;  but 
surely  the  Government  find   out  these 
combinations    rapidly    enough.      It  is 
hard  to  draw  a  distinction  between  the 
office  in  Printing  House  Square    and 
Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  and  it  is  hard 
to  see  that  they  are  not  identified  with 
each  other,  and  that  the  knowledge  and 
suspicion  of  the  one  is  not  the  know- 
ledge and  suspicion  of  the  other.     We 
know  that  there  is  not  the  slightest  con- 
spiracy of  any  kind  in  Ireland  that  Ths 
Times  newspaper    is    not    acquainted 
with.       Surely    T^e    Times   newspaper 
having  this  knowledge  will  not  be  so 
unpatriotic  as  not  to  communicate  what 
they  know  to  the  Treasury.     We  know 
perfectly  well  that  The  Times  newspaper 
does  not  keep  secret  anything  from  the 
Treasury,  and  that  the  Treasury  does 
not  keep  anything  secret  from  The  Times, 
If  there  is  anything  in  the  reports  which 
reach  theqi    about  combinations,  they 
know  more  about  the  matter  than  any- 
one else — they  having  means  of  knowing 
more  about  these  things  than  anyone 
else  that  I  know.  Therefore,  it  would  be 
arguing  the  utmost  incapacity  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  if  you  were  to 
say  that  the  Government  could  not  know 
anything  about  a  conspiracy  until  it  was 
on  the  eve  of  breaking  out.     I  utterly 
repudiate  the  notion  that  they  would 
not  know,  from  their  own  means  of  in- 
formation, what  the  combinations  which 
exist  in  Ireland  are,  or  when  they  are 
going  to  take  place.      I  say  give  the 
people  some  notice  of  what  is  going  to 
be  done  before  they  are  brought  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Act  by  the  sudden 
springing  of    this   Proclamation  upon 
them.     Give  a  word  before  a  blow.    Do 
not  act  like  the  treacherous  Sed  Indian 
who  springs  upon  his  enemy  from  be- 
hind a  hedge.     Do  not  enact  a  retro- 
spective law  of  this  kind.    I  move  the 
Amendment  which  stands  in  my  name, 
and  though  I  have  not  much  hope  of 
its  being  accepted,  I  put  it  down  with 
some  confidence  that  the  arguments  I 
have  submitted  in  support  of  it  will  not 
be  very  easily  disposed  of. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  4,  line  34,  leave  out  from  *'  Ireland  '* 
to  "  Proclamation "  in  line  35,  and  insert 
''from   a   day  not  earlier  than   seven   days 
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from  the  date  of  such   Proclamation." — {Br. 
Comnins.) 

Question  proposed,  ^*  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The  A.TTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  do  not  know  whether  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  seen  the  effect  of  his 
own  Amendment — at  any  rate,  if  he 
has,  he  has  very  wisely  refrained  from 
acknowledging  it  to  the  Committee. 
His  argument  might  have  been  a  very 
good  one  as  applied  to  the  Crimes  BiU 
of  1882 ;  but  tnere  is  no  provision  in 
the  present  measure  as  to  proclaiming 
meetings  with  a  certain  penalty  to  per- 
sons who  attend  them.  His  principal 
argument  appears  to  me  to  amount  to 
this — that  a  Proclamation  can  be  issued 
decleuing  a  particular  meeting,  which 
had  been  called,  illegal  immediately 
before  the  hour  fixed  for  that  meeting 
to  take  place,  supposing  that  the  result 
of  that  would  be  that  those  persons 
attending  the  meeting  could  be  sub- 
jected to  punishment.  He  says  it  would 
be  unfair  that  a  Proclamation  should  be 
sprung  upon  such  people  when  they  had 
already  started  from  their  homes  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  the  meeting ;  and 
he  suggests  that  the  result,  in  all  like- 
lihood, would  be  a  collision  between 
such  people  and  the  police  authorities. 
Well,  I  say  that  would  have  been  a  good 
proposal,  or,  at  any  rate,  would  have 
had  some  merit  in  it  if  made  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Bill  of  1882  ;  but  we  have 
no  provision  in  this  Bill  with  regard 
to  meetings  taking  place  after  pro- 
clamation rendering  the  parties  attend- 
ing such  meetings  subject  to  penalties. 
Let  us  see  what  the  effect  of  the  Amend- 
ment would  be.  The  1st  clause  of  the 
Bill  enables  secret  investigations  to  take 
place,  the  2nd  clause  deals  with  the  de- 
cision of  oases  summarily,  and  the  4th 
has  reference  to  the  change  of  the  place 
of  trial.  Well,  supposing  evidence  was 
required  at  a  secret  investigation,  or 
suppose  the  attendance  of  witnesses  was 
required  in  order  that  the  Summary 
Jurisdiction  Clause  might  be  put  into 
force,  or  suppose  that  the  place  of  trial 
is  changed  and  witnesses  are  required  to 
come  forward,  and  there  is  strong  reason 
to  believe  that  the  required  evidence 
cannot  be  obtained  voluntarily  by  reason 
of  the  witnesses  being  intimidated,  if 
this  Amendment    were   accepted,  and 


those  seven  days'  interval  were  allowed, 
we  may  very  naturally  conclude  that 
those  witnesses  who  are  withholding 
evidence  by  reason  of  sympathy  with  the 
crime,  or  by  reason  of  intimidation,  will 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  putting 
themselves  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
magistrates.  So  that  these  seven  days 
would  in  reality  be  a  kind  of  close  time 
during  which  these  people  could  escape 
the  necessity  of  giving  evidence.  The 
Amendment  would  in  this  way  destroy 
the  value  of  the  first  provision  of  the 
Bill.  Take  the  second  provision,  and 
suppose  certain  turbulence  existed  in  a 
district,  and  that  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  it  down  in  an  effective  way  it  is 
necessary  to  resort  to  the  application  of 
summary  jurisdiction,  it  is  clear  that 
these  seven  days'  notice  which  would  be 
required  under  the  Amendment  would 
be,  in  the  highest  degree,  antagonistic  to 
the  operation  of  that  dause.  In  the 
same  way,  as  regards  the  3rd  clause 
which  refers  to  the  order  for  a  special 
jury,  and  the  4th  clause,  which  deals 
with  the  change  of  venue,  where  you 
have  a  person  returned  for  trial,  and 
where  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  have  a 
fair  trial  that  you  should  have  this  clause 
put  into  operation,  it  will  be  seen  that  if 
this  Amendment  were  adoptedl;  might 
cause  a  delay  which  would  prevent  the 
trial  taking  place  at  the  Assizes  then 
being  held  in  the  town  to  which  the 
venue  had  been  changed.  The  delay 
might  render  it  absolutely  necessary  to 
try  the  prisoner  without  change  of  venue 
and  without  appeal  to  a  special  jury.  It 
is  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  these  in- 
conveniences and  difficulties  that  the 
Government  are  compelled  to  oppose 
this  Amendment. 

Ma.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork):  I 
deny  that  it  follows  that,  in  order  to 
make  the  present  clause  effective,  we  must 
negative  the  Amendment  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  South  Rioscom- 
mon  (Dr.  Commins).  I  do  say  that  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland,  in  giving  the  answer  he  has 
done,  has  limited  himself  to  arguing  the 
matter  in  an  altogether  technical  man- 
ner. He  will  not  deny  that  my  hon. 
Friend  put  a  case  for  his  Amendment  in 
the  matter  of  the  proclamation  of  meet- 
ings, and  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  himself  saw  the  force  of  the 
argument  founded  upon  that  illostia- 
tion,  because  be  took  it  upon  himself  to 
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deny  that  the  Bill  would  have  any  rela- 
tion to 'such  a  case.     But  he  will  not 
assert  that  there  is  not  a  clause  in  the 
second  part  of  this  Bill  dealing  with 
unlawful  assemblies,  nor  will  he  attempt 
to  deny  that  that  may  in  certain  cases  be 
made  use  of  for  the  purpose  of  prose- 
eating  parties  connected  with  meetings, 
and  of  course,  indirectly,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  suppressing  meetings.    If  that 
be  80,  it  is  disingenuous  to  say  that  the 
case  which  my  hon.  Friend  has  put — 
namely,  the  case    of    a  meeting  pro- 
claimed suddenly  and  without  notice — 
would  be  a  case  which  could  not  occur 
under  this  Bill.    To  me  it  is  perfectly 
plain  that  the  contingency  mentioned 
by  my   hon.    Friend    is    quite     pos- 
sible.   It  is  plain   that   the   Govern- 
ment, under  this  Bill,  may  prosecute 
parties  who  have  taken  part  in  what 
they  are  pleased  to  call  unlawful  as- 
semblies, and  with  that  power  in  their 
hands — namely,  the  power  of  preventing 
the  holding  of  meetings,  and  of  dispers- 
ing meetings  which  they  allege  to  be 
illegal — having    that    power   in    their 
hands,  they  wiU,  as  a  result  of  it,  dis- 
perse meetings  which  otherwise   they 
would  not  be  led  to  interfere  with.    The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  said 
that  this  Bill  does  not  extend  that  far. 
He  may  be  right  in  regard  to  form,  per- 
haps ;  but  in  substance  it  does,  because 
meetings  which  the  Government  would 
otherwise  have  no  chance  of  deciding  to 
be  illegal,  they  will  be  able  imder  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill  to  get  juries  and 
magistrates  to  pronounce  upon  as  illegal. 
Therefore,  though  no  new  offence  in  this 
matter  of  public  meetings  is  set  up  by 
this  clause,  yet,  in  truth  and  in  fact,  the 
class  of  meetings  which  it  will  be  in  the 
power  of  the  Government   to  disperse 
will  be  largely  increased  in  consequence 
of  the  setting  up  of  the  new  tribunal  by 
the  Bill.    If  that  be  so— and  I  think 
that  no  one  can  deny  it — I  do  say  that 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
has  completely  avoided  the  real  point 
raised   by  this  Amendment.    It  is  idle 
to  say  that  this  Bill  does  not  give  power 
to  the  Government  to  suppress  meetings. 
We  do  not  say  that  it  does  in  all  cases 
direotly  —  though    in    the    subsequent 
clause  in  certain  cases  that  is  expressly 
provided  for,  although  that  point  is  not 
material.     We  say  that  consequent  on 
3ection  2  of  thi9  BiU  th9  effect  of  this 


clause  without  the  Amendment  would 
be  to  largely  increase  the  danger  of 
having  meetings  arbitrarily  put  a  stop 
to  by  the  Executive.    The  only  really 
effective  reply  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  tried  to  give  was  where 
he  pointed  out  certain  imaginary  effects 
of  the  Amendment — certain  effects  that 
he   imagined  would   ensue  in  connec- 
tion with  Section  1.    He  says  that  in 
connection  with  Section  1,  if  you  accept 
the  Amendment  and  provide  that  the 
Proclamation  is  not  to  come  into  force 
until  a  week  after  it  is  issued,  that  the 
people  whom  it  may  be  necessary  to  call 
up  as  witnesses  before  a  Court  of  Sum- 
mary Jurisdiction  will  take  advantage  of 
the  interval  to  make  themselves  scarce, 
and  in  that  way  to  defeat  the  object  of 
the  Bill.    Does  he  think  that  there  are 
witnesses  in  any  district  who  apprehend 
that  the  Government  are  going  to  call 
upon  them  to  give  evidence,  who,  if  they 
do  not  desire  to  be  examined,  will  wait 
the  passing  of  this  Bill  to  be  placed  in 
the  witness  box  ?    Does  he  think  these 
witnesses  will  not  leave  upon  the  notice 
they  have  already  got  without  waiting 
the  passage  of  this  Bill  ?    If  these  wit- 
nesses are  on  the  look  out  for  the  action 
of   the  Government,  are  apprehensive 
that  the  Government  will  make  use  of 
any  extraordinary  power  which  may  be 
given  to  them  under  this  Bill  to  take 
Uiem  up  and   examine  them,   why,  of 
course,  they  will  leave  the  country  before 
ever  the  Bill  becomes  law,  and  the  close 
time  which  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  refers  to  as  a  result  of  al- 
lowing this  seven  days'  interval  will  be, 
for  their  purposes,  absolutely  unneces- 
sary.  The  close  time  in  their  case  would 
be  the  interval    between    the  present 
moment  and  the  day  the  Bill  receives 
the  Boyal  Assent.    That  an  additional 
mischief  would  be  done  by  giving  the 
people  an  additional  seven  days  I  take 
leave  to  deny.    I  say  the  suggestion  is 
absurd.    It  is  absurd  to  suppose  that 
men  who  are  keen  enough  and  sharp 
enough  to  catch  at  a  seven  days'  interviu 
will  not  be  keen  enough  to  catch  at  the 
interved  between  this  and  the  passing  of 
the  Bill.    That  being  so,  the  only  effec- 
tive argument  by  which  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  has  endeavoured 
to  resist  this  Amendment  falls  to  the 
ground. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

I  Sixteenth  NighL'\ 


1791 


Criminal  Law 


{COMMONS \     Amendment  {Ireland  Bill.     1792 


Mr.  chance  (Kilkenny.  S.) :  I  am 
Borry  that  the  Amendment  we  have  just 
disposed  of  was  not  accepted  by  the  Go- 
yernment ;  but  since  the  Government 
will  not  accept  the  principle  one  way 
I  will  see  if  they  will  accept  it  in 
another.  I  would  move  to  omit  the 
words  ''or  any  later  date  specified  in 
the  Proclamation."  Since  the  Procla- 
mation can  only  now  be  issued  where 
outrage  and  crime  is  apprehended,  it  is 
unreasonable  to  suppose  that  a  later 
date  would  be  specified  in  the  Procla- 
mation for  putting  an  end  to  it. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4,  line 
35,  to  leave  out  "or  any  later  date 
specified  in  the  Proclamation." — {Mr, 
Chance,) 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  think  that  is  a  very  reason- 
able proposition. 

Question,  **  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Clause," 
put,  and  negatived, 

Mr.  henry  H.  fowler  ( Wolver- 
hampton,  E.) :  I  beg  to  move,  in  page 
4,  line  39,  after  "mentioned,"  to  in- 
sert— 

*<  Any  such  Proclamation  shall  bo  deemed  to 
have  expired  if  an  Address  is  presented  to 
Her  Majesty,  by  either  House  of  Parliament, 
praying  that  such  Proclamation  shall  not  con- 
tinue in  force." 

Now,  Sir,  the  object  of  that  Amendment 
is  this.  It  deals  in  one  sense  with  what 
I  may  call  the  perpetuity  of  this  Act. 
We  have  taken  exception  to  this  mea- 
sure on  the  ground  that  there  is  no 
period  put  in  for  its  termination,  and  the 
argument  that  has  been  used  in  favour 
of  a  Coercion  Bill  not  being  temporary 
is  that  from  time  to  time  the  attention 
of  Parliament  is  drawn  to  the  question 
of  the  continuance  of  such  a  measure. 
The  precedent  that  I  have  followed  in 
preparing  this  Amendment  is  one  that 
the  Government  have  followed  in  the 
next  clause.  In  Clause  6  the  Gt>vem- 
ment  have  provided  that — 

''Any  such  special  Proclamation  shall  he 
deemed  to  have  expired  if  within  a  period  of 
fourteen  days  after  the  same  has  heen  laid  he- 
fore  Parliament  an  Address  is  presented  to  Her 
Majesty,  by  either  House  of  Parliament,  praying 
that  such  special  Proclamation  shall  not  continue 
in  force." 

What  I  am  seeking  to  do  by  this  Amend- 


ment, which  I  hope  the  Government  will 
accept,  is  to  require  that  the  Proclama- 
tion mentioned  in  this  clause,  which  is 
practically  the  putting  in  force  of  the 
Act  with  the  exception  of  the  dangerous 
association  part  of  it,  shall  be  subject  to 
the  veto  of  either  House  of  Parliament. 
That,  if  adopted,  will  secure  to  either 
House  of  Parliament  constant  control 
over  the  working  of  this  Act.  It  will 
prevent  a  difficulty  which  we  have 
pointed  out  from  time  to  time  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion — namely,  the 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  repealing  the 
Act.  If  it  were  not  for  some  provision 
of  this  kind,  though  the  House  of  Com- 
mons might  be  of  opinion  that  this  Act 
should  cease  to  be  in  force,  yet  ''  an- 
other place''  might  have  to  be  con- 
sulted before  it  could  be  repealed.  No 
Act  of  this  kind  has  ever  before  been 
made  perpetual.  Previous  Acts  have 
either  come  to  an  end  at  the  expiration 
of  a  specified  time  and  have  not  been 
renewed,  or,  if  they  have  been  renewed, 
on  their  renewal  Parliament  has  had  an 
opportunity  of  pronouncing  a  definite 
opinion  upon  them.  What  I  want  to 
effect  by  my  Amendment  is  that  either 
House  of  Parliament  should  have  the 
power  of  saying  that  the  Proclamation 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  which  deals 
with  the  offences  specified  in  the  pre- 
ceding clauses,  shall  expire.  Having 
admitted  that  principle  in  reference  to 
the  special  Proclamation  for  putting  in 
force  the  enactments  of  the  Act  relating 
to  dangerous  associations,  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  will  not  decline  to  accept  it 
as  applied  to  this  clause.  If  the  prin- 
ciple is  good  for  the  next  clause  it 
surely  is  good  for  this.  If  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  are  prepared  to  accept  this  Amend- 
ment, I  shoidd  be  prepared  to  alter  the 
terms  of  it,  so  as  to  put  it  on  all  fours 
with  the  principle  of  Sub-section  3  of 
Clause  6.  The  acceptance  of  this 
Amendment  will  enable  Parliament  to 
put  an  end  to  the  application  of  the  Act 
without  being  compelled  to  resort  to  the 
measure  of  disturbing  the  whole  ad- 
ministrative system  of  the  country  and 
turning  the  Government  out  of  Office. 
I  propose  that  the  House  should  at  any 
time  have  an  opportunity  of  saying  that 
this  Proclamation  shall  expire. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  4,  line  39,  after  '<  mentioned,"  intert^ 
''Any  such  Proclamation  shall  be  deemed  to 
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hBje  expired  if  an  Address  is  presented  to  Her 
Majesty  by  either  House  of  Parliament,  pray- 
ing that  Buoh  Proclamation  shall  not  continae 
in  force.*'— (ifr.  Benry  E.  Fowler.) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.'' 

The  attorney  GENERAL   fob 
lEELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity):   I  need   hardly  say  that  in 
framing  this    clause  in    the  terms  in 
which  it  has  been  framed  there  was  no 
wish  to  withdraw  from  Parliament  the 
power  it  has  undoubtedly  always  exer- 
cised with  regard  to  matters  of  this  kind. 
The  Oovernment  must  be  in  accord  with 
the  feeling  of  Parliament  in  regard  to 
these  things,  otherwise  it  will  not  be 
allowed  to  retain  its  position.     However, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  advanced 
cogent  reasons  for  the  acceptance  of  the 
Amendment  of  which  he  has  given  No- 
tice.   Though  we  do  not  think  that  it 
does  materially  alter,  in  the  direction 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  indicated, 
the  clause  as  approved  by  us,  yet  as  it  is 
conceived  by  him,  and  as  it  may  be  con- 
ceived by  others,  that  the  Amendment 
will  give  a  greater  safeguard,  we  are 
prepared  to  concede  the  point  and  accept 
the  Amendment. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E,):  I  have 
given  Notice  of  an  Amendment  which  is 
similar  to  Sub-sections  2,  3,  and  4  in 
Clause  6,  with  slight  verbal  altera- 
tions, with  the  intention  of  providing 
that  a  copy  of  every  Proclamation  issued 
under  this  section  shall  be  laid  before  each 
House  of  Parliament  within  seven  days 
after  the  making  thereof,  if  Parliament 
IB  ti.en  sitting,  and,  if  not  then,  within 
seven  days  after  the  next  meeting  of 
Parliament.    I  also  propose  that — 

«  Whenever  any  Proclamation  is  issaed  under 
this  section,  if  Parliament  he  then  separated  hy 
such  adjournment  or  prorogation  as  will  not 
expire  within  twenty  days,  such  special  Pro- 
cliunation  shall  he  deemed  to  have  expired  at 
the  end  of  a  week  from  the  date  thereof,  unless 
darinfl^  that  week  Parliament  shall  be  sum- 
moned to  meet  within  twenty  days  from  the 
date  of  the  summons ;  and  when  a  Proclama- 
tion has  been  allowed  to  lapse  in  the  manner 
above  specified  the  district  to  which  it  applied 
shaU  not  be  proclaimed  during  the  ensuing  six 
months  without  the  consent  of  Parliament." 

TsE  OHAIBMAN:  As  a  point  of 
Order,  I  wish  to  say  that  the  Amend- 
ment moved  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  East  Wolverhamp- 
ton (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)  has  not  been 
pat ;  if  it  is  put,  it  will  be  added  to  the 
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clause ;  and  the  object  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon) 
seeks  to  obtain  in  bringing  forward  his 
Amendment  can  be  secured  by  inserting 
further  sub-sections  after  the  1st  sub- 
section of  the  Amendment  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  East 
Wolverhampton,  leaving  out  the  last 
of  the  three,  or  moving  it  with  Sub- 
section 1. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Now  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  can  move  his 
Amendment. 

Mr.  DILLON:  The  best  course  for 
me  to  adopt  will  be  to  move  only  two 
sub  -  sections,  omitting  Sub -section  3. 
The  Amendment  which  I  will  now  move 
will  read  as  follows : — 

«  A  copy  of  every  Proclamation  issued  under 
this  section  shall  be  laid  before  each  House  of 
Parliament  within  seven  days  after  the  making 
thereof,  if  Parliament  is  then  sitting,  and  if 
not  then  within  seven  days  after  the  next 
meeting  of  Parliament. 

'*  Whenever  any  Proclamation  is  issued 
under  this  section,  if  Parliament  be  then  sepe- 
rated  by  such  adjournment  or  prorogation  as 
will  not  expire  within  twenty  days,  such  special 
Proclamation  shall  be  deemed  to  have  expired 
at  the  end  of  a  week  from  the  date  thereof,  un- 
less during  that  week  Parliament  shall  be  sum- 
moned to  meet  within  twenty  days  from  the 
date  of  the  summons  :  and  when  a  Proclama- 
tion has  been  allowed  to  lapse  in  the  manner 
above  specified,  the  district  to  which  it  applied 
shall  not  be  proclaimed  during  the  ensuing  six 
months  without  the  consent  of  Parliament." 

I  propose  to  add,  if  Section  6  be  re- 
tained, that  when  a  Proclamation  has 
been  allowed  to  lapse  in  the  manner 
there  specified  the  district  to  which  it 
applied  shall  not  be  proclaimed  in  the 
ensuine  six  months  without  the  consent 
of  Paruament.  I  do  not  see  why  the 
same  safeguards  that  are  applied  in  the 
case  of  what  are  called  special  Procla- 
mations under  this  Act  should  not  also 
be  applied  to  the  ordinary  Proclama- 
tions under  this  Act.  The  powers  that 
are  given  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  en- 
forcing the  ordinary  powers  under  this 
Act  are  exceedingly  great.  Inasmuch 
as  it  is  proposed  by  this  Act,  and  as  it 
is  the  ordinary  course  of  Parliament  to 
deprive  the  people  of  Ireland  of  all 
power  of  criticizing  the  government  of 
their  own  country,  for  that  is  what  the 
policy  of  the  Gbvemment  means,  the 
least  we  can  claim  is  this,  that  wherever 
a  large  district  or  section  of  country  is 
placed  under  this  oppressive  legislation 
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we  should  have  an  opportuDity  of  dis- 
oussing  the  policy  of  the  GoTemment  in 
keeping  it  under  that  system.  I  do  not 
see  how  the  Government  can  possibly 
deny  us  that  opportunity.  If  the  theories 
and  declarations  of  those  who  support 
the  Union  were  honestly  carried  into 
effect  the  same  reasonable  government 
would  exist  in  Ireland  as  exists  in  Eng- 
land ;  but  we  know  very  well,  and  it  is 
useless  to  repeat  it,  because  it  has  been 
said  over  and  over  again,  that  no  such 
thing  exists,  or  is  likely  to  exist,  there. 
All  I  would  ask  in  the  Amendment  I  am 
now  proposing  is  that  at  least  we  may 
have  the  liberty,  and  that  that  liberty 
shcdl  be  secured  to  us,  of  criticizing  and 
drawing  attention  to  the  action  of  the 
Government  whenever  they  place  a  large 
section  of  the  population  of  Ireland 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  Amendment  that  the 
Government  have  just  accepted,  I  desire 
to  point  out  that  it  does  not  afford  to  us 
any  security — any  real  security.  It  is 
an  improvement,  so  far  as  it  goes,  which 
to  my  mind  is  of  an  exceedingly  slender 
character.  It  does  not  afford  to  us  any 
security  whatever  that  what  seems  to  be 
legitimate  criticism  can  always  be  ap- 
plied in  the  case  of  any  fresh  Proclama- 
tion under  this  Act — 

''Any  sucli  special  Proclamation  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  expired  if  an  Address  is  pre- 
sented to  Her  Majesty  by  either  House  of  Par- 
liament, praying  that  such  special  Proclamation 
shall  not  continue  in  force." 

What  does  that  amount  to  ?  It  amounts 
to  this,  that  the  Front  Opposition  Bench 
may,  after  a  Proclamation  has  been  for 
a  long  time  in  existence,  obtain  an  op- 
portunity of  moving  that  it  be  with- 
drawn. That,  as  I  say,  will  only  be 
when  the  Proclamation  has  been  a  long 
time  in  existence.  In  my  opinion,  it  will 
never  occur,-  because  the  pressure  of 
Irish  Business  is  already  very  great; 
and  I  doubt  whether  the  Government, 
judging  from  the  autocratic  spirit  in 
which  they  treat  us  and  our  demands, 
will  ever  be  able  to  find  time  for  such  a 
thing  as  the  discussion  of  these  Procla- 
mations. Even  if  they  do,  and  there  is 
a  chance  that  the  Government  would 
allow  a  debate  upon  such  a  matter  to 
Members  of  this  House,  it  is  manifest 
that  no  such  opportunity  will  be  afforded 
to  the  Irish  Members.  We  should  be 
perfectly  and  entirely  powerless  to  make 
any  Motion  of  that  kind.    How  are  we 
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to  get  an  opportunity  to  move  a  Motion? 
We  must  obtain  the  permission  of  the 
Government  in  order  to  do  so ;  and  we 
know  well  enough  from  past  experience 
that  they  are  far  from  anxious  to  g^ve 
permission  for  us  to  make  a  Motion  of 
that  kind.  They  have  always  been  op- 
posed to  granting  an  opportunity  for 
making  such  a  Motion,  and  therefore  I 
am  afraid  that  I  have  very  good  grounds 
for  believing  that  the  Amendment  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  East  Wolverhampton,  though  no 
doubt  well  intentioned,  will,  in  the  end, 
prove  to  be  a  barren  Amendment,  for 
the  reasons  I  have  explained,  and  that 
we  shall  never  have  an  opportunity  of 
moving  such  an  Address  to  Her  Majesty 
at  all.  What  I  desire  to  secure  by  the 
Amendment  I  move  is,  that  there  shall 
be  an  opportunity — a  real  bond  fide  op- 
portunity— conferred  upon  our  Party  in 
this  House  without  the  consent  of  the 
Government  of  criticizing  every  procla- 
mation of  a  district  in  Lreland.  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  I  do  not  think  this  is 
in  the  least  degree  an  unreasonable  pro- 
posal. If  a  large  portion  of  the  Irish 
people  are  to  be  placed  under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Act,  a  few  hours  spent  in 
criticism  when  the  Proclamations  are 
issued  will  not  be  wasted.  Xou  have 
the  cloture  now,  and  can  put  a  stop  to 
discussions  of  this  kind  when  you  like. 
You  can  urge  no  substantial  objection 
to  what  we  claim.  The  theory  of  the 
Government,  the  idea  of  the  Union  seems 
to  be  that  an  Irish  Member  should  have 
the  smallest  influence  on  any  matter  that 
is  Irish.  That  is  what  it  amounts  to, 
and  if  you  deny  me  this  Amendment,  it 
is  equivalent  to  saying  that  we  are  not 
to  be  allowed  even  to  criticize,  except  in 
some  of  the  roundabout  ways  which  the 
well-known  ingenuity  of  Irish  Members 
discovers — that  we  are  not  be  permitted 
to  criticize  the  action  of  the  Executive 
Government  in  the  administration  of 
this  unusual  and  oppressive  Bill  in  Ire- 
land. If  that  is  to  be  the  determination 
of  the  Government,  and  if  they  have 
made  up  their  minds  to  refuse  this 
Amendment,  all  I  can  say  is,  that  they 
will  have  robbed  themselves  of  all  right 
or  shadow  of  justification  of  complaint 
if  the  ingenuity  of  Irish  Members 
branches  out  in  new  directions.  They 
have  had  a  fair  example  in  the  past  of 
what  the  result  of  puttine  the  screw  too 
hard  on  the  Irish  Members  is,  and  I 
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warn  them  that  every  tarn  that  they  give 
the  screw  will  be  a  torture  to  themselvoR 
more  and  more.  If  they  meet  us  fairly, 
we  will  meet  them  fairly ;  but  if  they 
meet  us  unfairly,  we  will  meet  them  un- 
fairly in  every  way  we  possibly  can.  If 
they  treat  us  unfairly,  it  will  be  at  the 
cost  of  their  own  comfort,  and  at  the  cost 
of  a  dignified  method  of  carrying  on  the 
Business  of  this  House.  They  will  find 
that  the  dignity  of  this  House  will  not 
be  supported  by  harshly  refusing  to  us 
that  ordinary  andreasonable  j  ustice  which 
we  ask  of  them.  If  they  seek  to  prevent 
us  from  legitimately  criticizing  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  abominable  Act  in 
Ireland,  we  shall  endeavour  in  our  own 
peculiar  way  to  bring  home  to  them  the 
inconveniences  that  they  are  bringing 
home  to  us. 

Amendment  proposed, 

At  end  of  foregoinpr  Amendment,  to  insert — 
A  copy  of  every  Proclamation  iuned  under 
thiB  section  shall  be  laid  before  each  House  of 
Parliament  within  seven  days  after  the  making 
thereof,  if  Parliament  is  then  sitting,  and,  if  not, 
then  within  seven  days  after  the  next  meeting 
of  Parliament. 

"  Whenever  any  Proclamation  is  issued  under 
this  section,  if  Parliament  be  then  separated  by 
such  adioumment  or  prorogation  as  will  not  ex- 
pire within  twenty  days,  such  spedal  Proclama- 
tion shall  be  deemed  to  have  expired  at  the  end 
of  a  week  from  the  date  thereof,  unless  during 
that  week  Parliament  shall  be  summoned  to 
meet  within  twenty  days  from  the  date  of  the 
summons  ;  and  when  a  Proclamation  has  been 
allowed  to  lapse  in  the  manner  above  specified, 
the  district  to  which  it  applied  shall  not  be  pro- 
claimed during  the  ensuing  six  months  without 
the  consent  of  Paxliament." — {Jir,  Dillon.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.'' 

The  attorney  GENERAL  por 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  do  not  intend  to  inquire  as  to 
what  are  the  *'  peculiar  ways  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  referred  to.  Different 
persons  may  have  different  opinions  as 
to  that.  AU  I  can  say  on  the  part  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  is,  that  I 
think  we  should  not  be  justified,  in  de- 
ference to  a  threat  of  that  kind 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  rise  to  Order.  I 
desire  to  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  is  using  orderly 
language  in  imputing  such  a  statement 
to  me?  I  used  no  threat.  [Crw«  of 
••  Oh,  oh ! "]  No  ;  I  used  no  threat ; 
and  to  say  that  I  did,  is  unjustly  to  im- 

fute  to  me  a  course  which  I  did  not  take, 
did  not  use  the  words  in  the  sense  of  a 


threat ;  but  I  mentioned  what  would  be 
the  result  of  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  HOLMES:  I  understood  the 
hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that  he  and  his 
Friends  would  try  to  oppose  the  Govern- 
ment in  their  own  peculiar  way.  My 
own  observation  was  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  be  justified,  in  deference 
to  a  threat  of  that  kind — and  I  cooceive 
it  to  be  a  threat — to  accept  an  Amend- 
ment which,  on  considering  it  on  its 
merits,  we  should  reject.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  East 
Wolverhampton,  in  moving  the  Amend- 
ment we  acceded  to,  stated  that  he 
would  not  ask  the  Government  to 
accept  consequential  Amendments.  He 
said  that  having  regard  to  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Proclamations,  it  might 
not  be  convenient  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  accede  to  Amendments  of  that 
kind.  The  Proclamation  under  the 
6th  section  is,  we  admit,  a  peculiar  Pro- 
clamation for  which  there  is  no  prece- 
dent, and  with  regard  to  that  it  is  in- 
tended to  give  Parliament  control  over 
it ;  therefore  we  have  provided  in  refer- 
ence to  that  section  that  if  Parliament 
be  not  assembled  at  the  time  the  Pro- 
clamation is  made,  but  be  then  separated 
by  such  adjournment  or  prorogation  as 
will  not  expire  within  20  days,  such 
special  Proclamation  should  be  deemed 
to  have  expired  at  the  end  of  a  week 
from  the  date  thereof,  unless  during  that 
week  Parliament  shall  be  summoned  to 
meet  within  20  days  from  the  date  of 
tne  summons.  In  that  way  Parliament 
will  be  given  an  opportunity  of  deciding 
the  matter.  I  think  that  is  a  proper 
provision  in  reference  to  the  special  Pro- 
clamation in  Clause  6  ;  but  as  regards 
the  ordinary  Proclamation,  it  seems  to 
us  that  it  stands  in  an  entirely  different 
position.  The  ordinary  Proclamation 
refers  to  provisions  contained  in  the  1st, 
2nd,  3rd,  and  4th  clauses.  It  refers  to 
the  preliminary  inquiry  by  order  of  the 
Attorney  General,  for  the  application  of 
the  summary  jurisdiction,  the  order  for 
special  jury,  and  the  order  for  change  of 
venue.  Let  us  take  a  case  illustrative 
of  what  might  be  the  result,  if  we 
accepted  the  Amendment.  In  old 
times  we  generally  adjourned  Parlia- 
ment in  the  early  days  of  August,  and 
did  not  meet  again  until  an  early  day  in 
February.  Though  in  past  years  we 
have  not  been  so  happily  circumstanced 
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as  we  were  formerly,  and  have  not  been 
able  to  confine  our  Sittings  within  such 
reasonable  limits,  at  any  rate  we  may 
expect  that  we  shall  have  three  or  four 
months  of  the  year  in  which  we  shall  not 
be  occupied  with  the  constant  Parlia- 
mentary duties  which  are  now  claiming 
our  attention.  Well,  supposing  Parlia- 
ment adjourns  at  the  end  of  August,  if 
it  is  necessary  in  some  small  and  limited 
districts  to  put  in  force  some  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Bill,  or  all  the  provisions, 
it  may  be,  which  are  consistent  with  the 
1st,  2nd,  3rd,  and  4th  sections,  then,  if 
this  Amendment  were  accepted,  it  should 
be  necessary  before  we  could  carry  out 
that  purpose,  that  Parliament  should  be 
called  together.  Parliament  would  meet 
on  the  earliest  day,  and,  having  con- 
sidered the  point  brought  before  it  under 
this  Amendment,  it  would  be  again  pro- 
rogued. Subsequently,  the  state  of 
things  which  led  to  the  Act  being  put  in 
force  in  that  small  district  might  spread 
to  an  adjoining  barony,  and  it  might  be 
necessary  to  apply  the  Act  to  that  part 
of  the  country.  Before  that  could  be 
done,  however,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
have  another  meeting  of  Parliament  and 
another  prorogation,  and  we  should  have 
to  act  in  that  way  in  regard  to  every 
district  whenever  an  outburst  of  crime 
took  place.  During  the  few  weeks 
interval  between  one  ordinary  Session 
and  another,  we  might  have  Parliament 
called  together  again  and  again  to  con- 
sider matters  of  this  kind.  If  crime  and 
intimidation  exists  in  remote  districts, 
the  proposal  is  that  the  Act  should  be 
put  in  force,  but  that,  seeing  that  this 
is  merely  executive  action.  Parliament 
should  not  be  called  together  from  time 
to  time  to  pronounce  an  opinion  upon  it. 
In  Clause  6,  which  deals  with  a  special 
Proclamation,  we  give  the  House  full 
control  over  those  proceedings.  As  to 
the  manner  in  which,  the  powers  con- 
tained in  this  Bill  will  be  exercised 
without  the  safeguard  the  hon.  Member 
proposes,  I  would  point  out  that  it  is  not 
at  all  likely  that  any  Government  will 
run  the  risk  of  incurring  a  Vote  of 
Censure  by  acting  against  the  general 
feelings  of  Parliament.  Though  Parlia- 
ment might  not  be  in  a  position  to  exer- 
cise immediate  control  over  the  action  of 
the  Government,  it  will  always,  when 
it  meets  again,  have  it  in  its  power 
to  pass  a  Yote  of  Censure;  and  that 
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fact,    I   take  it,    is   not  likely   to  be 
lost  sight  of  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  has  told  us  that  a  great  dis- 
tinction exists  between  the  special  Pro- 
clamation under  Clause  6  of  this  Bill 
and  the  ordinary  Proclamation  under 
Section  5.  It  seems  to  me  an  unfortu- 
nate thing  to  debate,  under  Section  5, 
the  precise  provision  of  the  Proclama- 
tion under  Section  6  of  this  measure, 
and  I  presume  I  must  attribute  to  that 
simple  fact  the  remarkable  circumstance 
that  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man did  not  proceed  to  show  us  what 
was  the  distinction  between  the  two 
Proclamations.  He  left  this  entirely  tii 
nuhibus.  I  shall  wait  with  considerable 
curiosity  to  hear  the  points  of  differenee 
between  the  ordinary  Proclamation  and 
the  Proclamation  under  Section  6.  He 
tells  us  that  usually  there  is  not  an 
Autumn  Session,  and  he  points  out  that 
it  would  be  an  unusual  thing  to  put  this 
4th  section  into  operation  in  a  district 
when  Parliament  is  not  sitting.  Well,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  whole  of  this  Bill 
has  been  planned  for  the  purpose  of 
destro3ring  associations ;  and  yet  the 
case  of  the  Government  is,  that  while 
they  take  power  to  punish  certain 
species  of  crime  without  the  oonirol  of 
Parliament,  they  are  perfectly  willing 
to  give  Parliament  control  over  the 
matter  of  proclaiming  dangerous  asso- 
ciations under  Section  6.  That  might 
have  been  an  argument  against  the 
permanence  of  the  first  provisions  of  the 
Act;  but  the  Government  knew  that  thej 
intended  to  make  those  first  provisions 
part  of  the  general  law  of  the  oountiy, 
and,  having  made  them  part  of  the 
general  law  of  the  country,  it  seems  to 
me  that  they  should  not  deal  with  one 
class  of  case  in  a  different  manner  to  the 
way  in  which  they  treat  another.  I  mnst 
demur  to  one  expression  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman.  He  told 
us  that  if  certain  districts  were  pro- 
claimed during  the  Autumn  Parlia- 
ment, having  been  called  together  for 
the  purpose  of  that  Proclamation,  after 
Paruament  had  been  prorogued,  or 
got  rid  of  by  some  Constitutional 
method,  there  might  be  an  outburst 
of  crime,  and  that  that  was  one  of  the 

Eeculiar  ways  with  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
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threatened  the  Goyernment.  Now,  I  do 
not  desire  to  appeal  to  the  Chair  on  a 
point  of  Order.  I  do  not  desire  to  appea], 
and  none  of  my  hon.  Friends  desire  to 
appeal,  from  this  puny  attempt  at  sar- 
casm on  the  part  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland,  but  we  would  desire  him 
and  his  Friends — seeing  that  the  time 
of  the  House  up  to  Friday  is  supposed 
to  be  ours — to  have  the  decency  to 
rein  his  professional  ardour  to  some 
extent,  and  not  use  phrases  which  the 
Chair,  if  they  were  brought  under  its 
notice,  might  visit  with  condemnation. 
If  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
means  to  convey  that  the  bringing  on  of 
outbursts  of  crime  in  the  districts  of 
Ireland  is  part  of  the  tactics  of  Gentle- 
men connected  with  the  Party  to  which 
I  belong,  I  must  characterize  such  in- 
sinuation as  mean  and  wretched  to  the 
last  extreme.  {^Lauffhter,"]  Of  course,  it 
is  a  laughing  matter — the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land laughs.  I  recollect  hearing  it  said, 
about  the  time  of  his  appointment  to 
his  present  position,  that  his  great 
qualification  to  the  post  of  the  Chief 
Secretaryship  was  that  he  despised  the 
Irish  people  so.  It  does  not  seem  to 
me  at  all  extraordinary  that  he  should 
sit  there  and  amuse  himself  by  sneer- 
ing and  jeering  at  everything  that  falls 
from  this  side  of  the  House.  It  is 
precisely  what  we  expect  from  him.  It 
is  said  Uiat  the  Amendment  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  East 
Wolverhampton  ^Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler) 
will  give  full  control ;  but  what  would 
be  full  control  under  one  section  will 
not  be  full  control  under  another  section. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  argument  ap- 
plies quite  as  much  to  Section  5  as  to 
Section  6.  I  can  see  no  real  distinction, 
and  I  fail  to  make  out  why  the  Gt)vem- 
ment  should  give  control— though  it 
may  be  an  illusory  one — under  one  sec- 
tion and  should  deny  it  under  another. 

Mb.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  began  his 
speech  by  a  bold  statement  that  the 
Government  would  not  yield  to  threats 
from  this  quarter  of  the  House.  The 
Government  are  able  to  use  language 
of  that  kind  now  that  they  are  able  to 
command  the  support  of  the  Liberal 
Unionists;  but  there  was  a  time — and 
it  was  not  so  very  long  ago — when  not  a 


threat,  but  a  mere  nod,  on  the  part  of  the 
Irish  Party  waB  enough  to  make  the 
Conservatives  do  anytlung  at  all.  They 
changed  their  whole  policy  at  a  nod ; 
they  dropped  the  old  Coercion  Bill  at  a 
nod  from  the  Irish  Leader.  Lord  Salis- 
bury went  in  for  Home  Bule  at  the  nod 
or  the  beck  of  the  Irish  Party.  I  am 
sorry  that  we  have  again  been  treated 
to  some  talk  about  the  so-called  respon- 
sibility of  the  Irish  Executive.  That 
responsibility  has  again  and  again  been 
shown  to  be  the  merest  sham,  and 
talk  about  it  is  only  calculated  to 
mislead  and  deceive.  The  difiference 
between  the  Amendment  accepted  by 
the  Government  and  that  proposed  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr. 
Dillon)  is  this,  that  my  hon.  Friend's 
Amendment  will  insure  a  discussion 
in  this  House  regarding  alleged  con- 
spiracies, while  the  Amendment  ac- 
cepted by  the  Government  will  not  do 
anything  of  the  kind,  and  therein  lies 
all  the  difference.  If  we  are  sure  of 
having  those  questions  discussed  in  the 
House  when  they  arise,  and  according 
as  they  arise,  then  there  would  be  some 
reason  to  think  that  there  was  something 
in  the  so-called  responsibility  of  the 
Government;  but  when  there  is  to  be  no 
certain  opportunity  of  discussing  those 
matters,  it  appears  to  me  that  this  so- 
called  responsibility  is  all  fudge  and 
humbug.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  de- 
scribed the  diCBculties  that  would  have 
to  be  encountered  in  summoning  Parlia 
ment  together  to  discuss  these  matters. 
I  think,  if  the  Tory  Party  have  been 
praised  for  anything,  and  if  the  Liberal 
TJnionists  have  been  praised  for  any- 
thing during  the  last  few  days,  it  was 
for  their  self-sacrifice.  We  supposed 
that  if  at  any  time  the  Government 
should  feel  it  necessary  to  call  the 
Liberal  Unionists  and  the  Tory  Party 
together,  they  would  have  a  sufficient 
amount  of  this  spirit  of  self-sacrifice 
remaining  to  induce  them  to  meet  to- 
gether at  Westminster  without  a  murmur. 
So  far  as  I  can  see,  they  have  nothing 
else  to  do ;  they  do  not  care,  especially 
the  Liberal  Unionists,  very  much  for 
facing  the  country  except  at  packed 
ticket  meetings,  and  at  large  Committee 
meetings  here  and  there^in  places  such 
as  Birmingham.  Therefore,  all  the  Go- 
vernment will  have  to  do,  if  they  are 
possessed  by  this  spirit  of  self-sacrifice 
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to  such  an  extraordinary  extent  as  we 
are  told — all  they  will  have  to  do  will 
be  to  ask  their  followers  and  the  Liberal 
Unionists  to  come  here  as  often  as  is 
necessary.  I  am  sure  they  will  find  no 
objection  to  this  on  the  part  of  these 
hon.  Gentlemen  if  they  give  out  that 
the  great  piece  de  resistance  of  the  play 
is  a  fresh  Coercion  Bill,  and  a  re-appro- 
val of  the  policy  of  the  Government.  In 
that  way,  they  will  be  able  to  get  the 
Liberal  Unionists  to  come  to  the  front 
and  do  their  duty  to  the  nation.  The 
Amendment  now  before  the  Committee 
tests,  better  than  any  other  which  has 
been  before  proposed,  whether  there  is 
anything  at  all  in  the  so-called  respon- 
sibility of  the  Government.  If  this 
Amendment  is  not  carried,  there  can  be 
no  such  thing  as  Governmental  respon- 
sibility in  these  matters.  The  Govern- 
ment will  prevent  the  discussion  of — 
they  certainly  will  not  afford  any  occa- 
sion for  discussing — any  of  their  Acts  in 
Ireland.  The  Amendment  proposed 
would  insure  discussion  upon  those  sub- 
jects. If  it  is  rejected,  I  hope  we  shall 
hear  no  more  about  the  great  respon- 
sibility of  the  Government. 

Mb.  MAUEIOE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
do  think  there  is  something  to  be  said 
in  favour  of  this  Amendment,  and  I  am 
at  last  to  understand  the  distinction  which 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  sees  so 
plainly  and  clearly  between  the  ordinary 
Proclamation  of  this  section  and  the 
special  Proclamation  under  Section  6 ; 
and  I  certainly  do  not  admit  that  any  of 
the  reasons  that  would  warrant  the 
application  of  this  particular  provision 
to  the  Proclamation  under  Section  6 
would  not  equally  hold  with  regard  to 
the  application  of  the  Proclamation 
under  the  present  section.  The  Pro- 
clamation is  practically  a  declaration 
that  associations  which  exist  in  certain 
places  are  unlawful  associations,  and 
that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  thinks  it  right 
to  take  power  to  suppress  such  associa- 
tions. For  my  part,  I  consider  a  Pro- 
clamation of  that  kind  of  thing  in  its 
nature  not  nearly  so  strong  as  a  Procla- 
mation by  virtue  of  which  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  can  send  to  be  tried  under 
Section  2,  before  two  Eesident  Magis- 
trates, such  of  his  political  opponents  as 
he  can  drag  into  a  charge  of  conspiracy 
with  any  other  charge  dealt  with  in  the 
section.    It  is  a  most  startling  departure 
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from  present  practice — a  much  greater 
departure  from  Constitutional  practice. 
When  we  make  an  analysis  of  the  pre- 
vious sections  of  the  Bill,  and  find  their 
golitical  nature,  the  trial  before  two  paid 
enohmen  of  the  Government,  two  Ben- 
dent  Magistrates,  it  is  a  much  greater 
departure  from  Constitutional  practice 
than  to  suppress  a  particular  form  of 
association.  Now,  Sir,  so  much  for  the 
argument  founded  on  the  alleged  dis- 
tinction in  principle  between  those  two 
classes  of  population.  As  regards  the 
argument  founded  on  convenience,  1 
apprehend  that  is  an  argument  directed 
against  the  whole  of  the  machinery  of 
submitting  Proclamations  to  Parlia- 
ment, and  which  does  not  pecuharlj 
apply  to  submitting  the  ProclamatioDS 
under  Section  4  to  Parliament.  If  it  is 
inconvenient,  absurd,  and  unreasonable 
to  ask  that  the  Proclamations  under 
Section  4  shall  be  submitted  to  Parlia- 
ment, it  is  equally  inconvenient,  absard, 
and  unreasonsble  to  ask  that  the  Pro- 
clamations under  Section  6  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  Parliament.  Every  one  of  the 
enormous  inconveniences  that  follow 
from  the  one  course  will  equally  follow 
from  the  other.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  understand  why  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  should  ose 
the  argument  of  convenience.  He  says, 
Sir,  that  the  Government  might  find  it 
desirable  to  proclaim  a  small  district  or 
barony  in  Ireland,  owing  to  tlie  preva- 
lence of  crime  and  outrage,  and  that  then 
they  would  have  to  call  Parliament  to- 
gether to  submit  to  it  the  Proclamation, 
and  that,  perhaps,  the  week  after  they 
had  got  Parliament  to  sanction  the  Pro- 
clamation, a  state  of  things  might  arise 
in  an  adjoining  barony  which  would  ne- 
cessitate the  proclamation  of  that  baronj 
also  ;  and,  thereupon,  they  would  have 
to  call  Parliament  together  again  to  ask 
permission  to  issue  a  second  Proclama- 
tion. Every  one  of  these  considerations, 
as  affecting  special  Proclamations  under 
Section  6,  can  be  equally  applied  to 
Proclamations  under  Section  4,  because 
Section  6  and  the  following  section,  deal* 
ing  with  unlawful  associations,  do  not 
provide,  as  former  Acts  did,  for  the  sap* 
pression  of  one  large  association,  and 
the  issuing  of  one  Proclamation  of  that 
body.  On  the  contrary,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  drew  attention  to  the  fact  in  his 
speech  in  introducing  the  Bill,  an  asso- 
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:ioQ  may  be  a  perfectly  lawful  and 
itimate  association  in  one  county  and 
unlawful  association  in  an  adjoining 
nty.  I  quite  admit  that  the  whole  of 
machinery  for  calling  Parliament 
3ther  is  most  cumbersome  and  un- 
kable;  but  I  think  this  objection 
'  shows  the  straits  to  which  the  Go- 
imenty  in  conducting  the  administra- 
of  the  country  by  brute  force,  will  be 
polled  to  resort  to.  Now,  Sir,  it 
IS  to  me  that  what  right  hon.  Gen- 
en  opposite  are  afraid  of,  is  not  the 
casing  necessity  for  calling  Parlia- 
^  together,  but  the  supervision  which 
lament,  when  so  called  together,  will 
impelled  to  exercise  upon  the  doings 
e  Government  in  Ireland  It  is  not 
mvenience  of  Parliament  right  hon. 
lemen  opposite  are  considering,  but 
are  determined  that  the  light  of 
hall  not  be  thrown  on  their  pro- 
3gs  in  Ireland  ;  they  are  determined 
hey  will  have  the  country  to  them- 
I  60  far  as  the  greater  part  of  this 
concerned  during  the  whole  Parlia- 
iry  Eecess,  and  that  hon.  Gentlemen 
;;  upon  the  Irish  Benches  shall  not 
mitted  to  submit  their  proceedings 
y  effective  review  in  Parliament 
)vent8  have  lost  all  their  actuality 
I  lapse  of  time  which  will  be  ne- 
lly involved  by  waiting  till  Par- 
it  is  summoned  together  in  the 
ry  way.  This  is  another  instance 
3h  we  hare,  in  moving  our  Amend- 
founded  ourselves  upon  the  very 
nrhich  the  Goyernment  have  made 
wn.  This  is  not  a  proposition  of 
his  is  not  an  idea  we  have  in- 
;  it  is  a  proposition  which  the 
ment  have  made  themselves ;  it 
►f  the  provisions  which  they  have 
ced  in  their  own  Bill.  AH  we 
bat  as  they  apply  to  it  one  case 
bould  apply  it  to  the  other, 
ly  when  we  show,  as  we  have 
that  the  position  of  the  two  cases 
Ily  parallel.  We  say  that  this 
n  should  apply  in  all  cases,  and 
liament  should  be  called  together 
)r  the  Government  wish  to  sup- 
unlawful  association,  whenever 
sh  to  apply  to  any  portion  of 
any  of  the  provisions  of  this  in- 
BiU. 

>IIjLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  suppose 

now  go  to  a  Division  on  this 

iT  Amendment;   but  allow  me 

at  every  single  argument  pat 


forward  by  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Holmes)  applies  to  Clause  6  just  as  well 
as  to  Clause  5.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  argued  on  the  sup- 
position that  the  Proclamations  under 
Clause  5  were  of  an  ordinary  character 
in  Ireland,  and  that  because  there  were 
precedents  for  them  they  were  to  be 
treated  lightly.  His  argument  was 
based  also  on  the  suggestion,  equally 
monstrous  and  false,  that  the  powers 
granted  under  Clause  6  are  directed 
against  crime,  and  do  not  interfere  with 
liberty.  That  argument  has  been  used 
all  through  this  Bill.  But  there  was  no 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land to  combat  our  contention.  It  is 
perfectly  plain  it  is  only  for  an  Amend- 
ment to  be  proposed  by  an  Irish  Mem- 
ber to  settle  its  fate.  It  seems  that  the 
Government  have  now  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that,  during  the  consideration  of 
ihe  rest  of  this  Bill,  no  Amendment 
coming  from  these  Benches  is  to  be 
tolerated.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  made  use  of  what  I 
consider  a  most  uncalled  for  and  dis- 
orderly observation.  He  accused  me,  in 
the  first  place,  of  threatening  the  Govern- 
ment. He  may  call  it  a  threat  if  he 
likes.  I  stated  what  I  am  perfectly 
ready  to  state  again  and  maintain,  that 
so  long  as  we  are  in  this  House,  and  so 
long  as  we  are  not  treated  as  the  Bopre- 
sentatives  of  other  portions  of  the  United 
Kingdom  are  treated,  so  long  as  we  are 
driven  to  various  shifts  and  devices  to 
endeavour  to  force  in  the  attention  of 
Parliament  the  views  of  our  constituents 
we  shall  resort  to  peculiar  methods — 
they  are  methods  forced  upon  us — and 
we  shall  practice  them  until  we  are 
treated  in  the  same  way  in  which  other 
Members  coming  from  other  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom  are  treated  in  this 
House.  It  is  nonsense  for  anyone  to 
say  that  Irish  Members  occupy  the  same 
position  in  this  House  as  Members  from 
other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  It 
was  monstrous,  and  most  unadvisable, 
for  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  to  say,  in  the  course 
of  his  speech,  that  during  the  long 
vacation  there  may  be  outbursts  of 
crime  in  a  neighbouring  barony,  which 
I  suppose  we  may  call  the  '*  peculiar 
methods  the  hon.  Gentleman  alluded 
to.''    I  say  this  was  a  disorderly,  and 
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insolent,  and  indecent  observation.  I 
spoke  of  Parliamentary  methods  which 
may  be  inconvenient  and  unpleasant  to 
Members  of  this  House  and  to  the  Oo- 
vernment,  but  which  are  perfectly  legiti- 
mate, and  which  we  intend  to  pursue. 
For  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  to  say  that  an  outburst  of  crime 
in  Ireland  was  part  of  the  peculiar 
methods  to  which  we  resorted  was  an 
indecent  observation  to  be  made  by  any 
Member  of  this  House. 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  Before  we  pro- 
ceed to  a  Division,  I  may  say,  concern- 
ing the  observations  of  the  hon*  Mem- 
ber for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon),  in  regard 
to  threats,  I  am  not  aware  that  it  is  un- 
parliamentary to  threaten  the  Govern- 
ment. As  to  the  second  point  raised  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  I  may  say  I  did  not 
understand  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  to  accuse 
the  hon.  Member  personally  of  being 
guilty  of  resorting  to  peculiar  methods. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  do  not  want  to  pro- 
long the  discussion ;  but  I  may  remind 
you,  Sir,  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  distinctly  said — **  I  suppose 
we  may  take  that  as  one  of  the  peculiar 
methods  mentioned  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man." 

Mr.  HOLMES:  I  should  be  very 
sorry  if  any  remarks  of  mine  caused  the 
hon.  Gentleman  any  pain,  and  I  with- 
draw in  the  fullest  manner  any  expres- 
sion which  may  have  caused  him  any 
annoyance. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.): 
Will  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man withdraw  also  the  cheers  on  his 
own  side  of  the  House  ? 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  137; 
Noes  234 :  Majority  97.— (Div.  List,  No. 
228.)  [10.46  P.M.] 

Mr.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr) :  I 
now  propose  to  add  at  the  end  of  the 
section  these  words — 

"  A  Return,  showing  the  number  and  extent 
of  the  districts  so  proclaimed,  and  the  time  of 
such  Proclamations  shall  be  made  to  Parliament 
once  in  every  three  months.'' 

The  Amendment  amounts  to  this — cer- 
tain Proclamations  will  be  made  under 
this  Clause,  and  I  think  it  is  advisable 
that  they  should  be  known  to  this  House. 
In  the  case  of  crimes  committed  in  Ire- 
land, there  are  Betums  made  every 
three  months.  Also  with  regard  to  evic- 


tions,  there  is  a  Betum  issued  once 
every  three  months.  My  Amendment  is 
that  a  Betum  shall  be  made  to  Parlia- 
ment once  every  three  months,  which 
shall  give  the  name  and  extent  of  the 
district  which  has  been  proclaimed,  and 
the  duration  of  the  Proclamation.  I  have 
followed  here  exactly  the  rule  which  is 
observed  with  regard  to  evictions,  and 
with  regard  to  crimes.  The  only  point, 
as  it  seems  to  me,  which  might  be  made 
in  answer  to  my  Amendment  is  that  the 
Proclamations  will  appear  in  Tke  DuhUn 
Gazette. .  But  Members  of  this  Hooaedo 
not  see  The  Dublin  Gazette,  and,  so  far  as 
the  knowledge  of  this  House  goes,  Tke 
Dublin  Gazette  might  not  exist  at  all.  I 
trust  the  Government  will  see  their  way 
to  accept  what  I  cannot  but  regard  as 
a  very  moderate  proposal. 

Amendment  proposed, 

At  end  of  Clause,  to  add  the  words — "  A  Re- 
turn, showing  the  number  and  extent  of  districts 
so  proclaimed,  and  the  time  of  such  Proclama- 
tions shall  be  made  to  Parliament  once  in  every 
three  months." — {Mr.  MoUoy.) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Thb  ATTOBNET  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  The  cases  which  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Molloy)  has  brought  for- 
ward do  not  seem  to  me  to  be  at  aU 
analogous.  In  the  matter  of  evictions 
there  is  no  record  except  for  the  purpose 
of  this  House,  and  the  same  may  be  said 
with  regard  tocrimes  committed  throu^- 
out  Ireland.  When  we  were  discussing 
the  first  section  it  was  suggested  that  a 
Betum  should  be  made  of  the  prelimi- 
nary inquiries,  and  the  Gh)vemment 
consented  to  such  a  Betum  being  pre- 
sented to  Parliament ;  but,  as  regards 
the  Proclamation  of  districts,  we  have 
made  provision  in  this  Bill  that  the  pub- 
licity shall  be  most  formal — we  have 
provided  that  the  entire  Proclamation 
must  be  published  in  The  Dublin  Gatette. 
The  hon.  Member  says  that  Tke  Dublin 
Gazette  is  not  much  seen ;  it  is  very  trae 
many  persons  may  not  read  2%e  Dublin 
Gazette ;  but  it  is  supplied  in  the  Library 
of  this  House,  and  may  be  consulted  by 
any  hon.  Gentleman  who  is  interested. 
If  at  any  time  hon.  Gentlemen  require 
further  information  than  that  afforded 
in  The  Dublin  Gazette,  they  have  only 
to  move  for  a  Betum,  and  if  the  House 
orders  the  Betum  the  order  will  be 
obeyed. 


•9  Criminal  law  {June  13,  1887}     Amendment  {Ireland)  Bilt.     1810 

IE.EDWAED  HAERINGTON 
)rry,  W.) :  I  think  it  is  very  strange 
t  the  Oovernment  should  keep  from 
knowledge  of  this  House  informa- 
I  of  what  is  going  on  in  Ireland,  and 
he  si^ne  time  persist  that  this  Par- 
lent  is  the  Parliament  of   Ireland. 

right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
oral  for  Ireland  has  spoken  of 
»nial  Proclamations ;  but  if  we  had 
trliament  in  Ireland  it  would  exist 
he  purpose  of  discussing  all  baro- 
and  even  parochial  questions.  You 
se  us  a  Parliament  of  our  own,  and 
^ou  will  not  bring  within  the  cogni- 
e  of  Parliament  your  methods  of 
ming  Ireland.  The  right  hon.  and 
led  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
reland  says  that  The  Dublin  Oazette 
ken  in  this  House.     I  have  been 

something  like  18  months,  and  it 
by  the  merest  fluke  I  found  out  the 
-  day  that  The  Dublin  Gaiette  was 
1  in  the  Library.  I  had  already 
red  of  50  or  60  Gentlemen  what 
the  best  method  of  obtaining  in- 
ition,  which  I  subsequently  got  in 
Dublin  Gazette,  But  it  is  not  the 
that  The  Dublin  Oazette  is  taken 
le  Library,  even  if  The  Dublin 
te  came  here  as  regularly  as  The 
.  The'point  is  this — Will  you,  when 
ike,  as  we  maintain,  exceptional 
>ds  of  governing  Ireland,  give  in 
ipers  which  come  into  the  hands  of 
\£embers  of  this  House  informa- 
rom  day  to  day  which  will  enable 
to  judge  of  what  is  taking  place  ? 
ily  believe  that  the  Amendment 
has  been  proposed  is  an  Amend- 
x>  which  no  answer  can  be  given 

that  stolid  refusal  the  Govern- 
have  persisted  in  giving  to  all 
Iments  from  these  Benches. 
MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  It 
te  evident  the  right  hon.  and 
1  Gentleman  the  Attorney  Gene- 
Ireland  entertains  a  very  dif- 
opinion  of  The  Dublin  Gazette  to 
other  people.  I  do  not  know 
)r  he  has  ever  heard  what  Chief 

Morris  said    about  The  Dublin 
.     As    a  matter  of   fact,   Chief 

Morris  once  said  while  sitting 
Bench  that  he  had  never  seen  a 

that  publication.  That  learned 
frequently  boasts  that  he  is  the 
Judicial  Officer  in  Ireland  or 
d,  that  he  has  been  sitting  on 
ich  longer  than  any  other  Judge 


in  the  United  Kingdom.      If  he  has 
not  seen  a  copy  of  The  Dublin  Gazette, 
we  may  judge  of  what  value  that  pub- 
lication is,  and  the  amount  of  publicity 
which  will  be  given  to  these  Proclama- 
tions.    But  it  is  not  a  question  of  whe- 
ther or  not  The  Dublin  Gazette  is  largely 
circulated ;  it  really  does  not  matter  a 
fig  whether  it  is  or  not.     If  instead  of 
publishing  these  Proclamations  in  The 
Dublin   Gazette  the    Government    pub- 
lished  them    in    The   Times    or  in  The 
Freeman^e  Journal^  there  would,  at  the 
same  time,  be   a  strong  argument  for 
proposing  that  there  should  be  a  periodi- 
cal Return  of  the  Proclamations  made  to 
Parliament.      It  is  one  thing  to  read 
casually  at   your  breakfast  when  you 
get  your  paper  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
has  issued  such  and  such  a  Proclama- 
tion ;  but  it  is  a  very  different  thing  to 
be  able  to  have  before  you  in  a  nutshell 
the  action  of  the  Government  for  three 
months    or    six    months.      Everybody 
knows  that  the  mere  fact  that  you  read 
of  these  occurrences  leaves  no  distinct 
idea  in  the  mind  as  to  the  number  and 
language  of  these   Proclamations,  and 
that  if  any  accurate  idea  on  the  subject 
is  to  be  brought  home  to  Members  of 
Parliament,   or   brought   home  to  the 
public,  information  must  be  presented 
to  them,  not  in  pieces,  but  in  a  Return 
showing  what  has  happened  in  three, 
six,  or  12  months,  as  the  case  may  be. 
Now,    the    Government    admitted    the 
principle   of    this  Amendment  on  the 
Ist  section  of  the  Bill;  they  admitted 
that,  in  the  case  of  secret  inquiries,  such 
a  Return  as  this  is  desirable ;  they  fur- 
ther admitted  the  principle  that  Parlia- 
ment has  some  right  of  supervision  over 
these  Proclamations,  for  they  have  pro- 
vided that  a  copy  of  every  Proclamation 
should  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  Par- 
liament, and  that  the  Proclamation  shall 
not  come  into  force  if  Parliament  adopts 
an  Address  against  it.     That  being  so, 
unless  the  Government  wish  to  save  to 
the  country  the  cost  of  printing  and 
stationery  involved  in  issuing  this  Re- 
turn, I  cannot  imagine  any  reason  for 
refusing  this  Amendment,  save,  indeed, 
that   the  Government  desire  that  the 
manner  of  their  government  in  Ireland 
should  not  be  exposed,  as  it  would  be 
undoubtedly  if  hon.  Members  had  pre- 
sented to  them  periodically  a  Return 
showing  exactly  how  matters  stand  with 
respect  to  Proclamations. 
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Mr.  change  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  I 
ehould  like  to  point  out  that  there  is  no 
provision  in  this  Bill  which  would 
compel  the  G-OTernment  to  insert  in  The 
Dublin  Gazette  any  Proclamation  made 
by  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  I  should  like 
to  hear  whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  any  Procla- 
mation by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land would  be  invalid  unless  it  appeared 
in  The  Dublin  Gazette,  It  is  perfectly 
open  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
to  issue  a  Proclamation,  and  to  publish 
that  Proclamation  in  any  other  manner 
than  by  insertion  in  The  Dublin  Gazette^ 
there  will  be  no  necessity  whatever  for 
any  one  Proclamation  to  appear  in  The 
Dublin  Gazette,  Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  would  be  impossible  for  The 
Dublin  Gazette  to  contain  a  perfectly  safe 
and  trustworthy  record  of  the  Proclama- 
tions of  districts.  I  also  desire  to  point 
out,  in  addition,  that  Proclamations  will 
be  from  time  to  time  altered  and  varied. 
One  provision  of  a  Proclamation  may 
be  revoked  while  the  rest  may  be 
allowed  to  stand ;  and  in  this  state  of 
things  ordinary  Members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  will  get  into  a  muddle  as 
to  the  precise  condition  of  the  Proclama- 
tions. What  is  proposed  by  this  Amend- 
ment is  that  a  simple  Betum,  a  page  or 
two  long,  shall  be  laid  before  the  House 
once  every  three  months.  I  think  that 
is  a  distinctly  reasonable  proposal,  and 
it  is  very  stubborn  of  the  Government  to 
refuse  this  Amendment,  which  cannot 
be  said  to  affect  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 
I  am  surprised  that  on  a  small  point  of 
this  kind  the  Government  have  not  seen 
their  way  to  graciously  yield  to  our 
wishes. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  153; 
Noes  260 :  Majority  107.— (Div.  List, 
No.  229.)  [11.15  p.m.] 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  now  beg  to  move  to  add,  at 
the  end  of  the  clause,  the  following  pro- 
vision : — 

"When  any  of  the  provisions  of  section  two 
of  this  Act,  relating  to  summary  jurisdiction, 
are  declared  by  Proclamation  to  be  in  force  in 
a  district,  such  provisions  shall  apply  to  offences 
committed  in  the  district  after  the  passing  of 
this  Act,  whether  before  or  after  the  date  of  the 
Proclamation.  When  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion three  or  section  four  of  this  Act,  relating 
to  special  juries  or  change  of  place  of  trial,  are 


declared  by  Proclamation  to  be  in  force  in  a 
district,  such  provisions  shall  apply  to  crimes 
committed  in  the  district  before  or  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act.'* 

Mb.  CHANCE  (Kilkenny,  8.) :  Mr. 
Courtney,  I  rise  to  Order.  Allow  me  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  by 
this  Amendment  the  provisions  of  Sec- 
tion 2  of  the  Bill  will  be  made  to  apply 
to  offences  committed  before  the  Pro- 
clamation of  the  district  in  which 
offences  have  been  committed.  Sec- 
tion 2  commences — "Any  person  who 
shall  commit  any  of  the  following:  offences 
in  a  proclaimed  district."  Now,  the 
Committee  having  already  confined  the 
summary  jurisdiction  of  the  provision  to 
offences  committed  in  a  proclaimed  dis- 
trict, I  submit  this  Amendment  is  not  in 
Order,  because  it  would  extend  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  2  to  offences  committed 
in  a  district  before  that  district  had  been 
proclaimed. 

Thb  chairman  :  The  question  was 
raised  to  Section  2,  and  an  Amendment 
moved  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  (Mr.  Maurice  Healy),  to  insert 
after  the  word  ''shall,"  die  words 
"  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,"  was 
negatived.  The  Committee,  at  that 
time,  therefore,  refused  to  except 
offences  committed  before  the  passing 
of  the  Act. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  Mr. 
Courtney,  my  Amendment  was  negatived 
because  the  Government  declared  the 
words  to  be  superfluous  on  account  of 
the  previous  word  "  shall "  in  the 
clause. 

Mb.  CHANCE:  The  second  para- 
graph of  this  Amendment  makes  Sec- 
tions 3  and  4  of  this  Bill  retrospective, 
although  Sections  3  and  4  refer  to  in- 
dictments for  crimes  committed  in  a  pro- 
claimed district.  I  think,  Sir,  I  am 
correct  in  stating  that  there  was  not  on 
Sections  3  and  4  any  Amendment  moved 
of  the  nature  to  which  you  refer  as  re- 
gards Section  2  of  the  Act. 

Mb.  holmes  :  Perhaps  I  may  ex- 
plain that  this  is  a  matter  which  has 
been  repeatedly  brought  before  the 
notice  of  the  Committee,  as  the  hon. 
Member  himself  will  see. 

Mb.  CHANCE:  I  have  risen  to  a  point 
of  Order.  Is  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
GFentleman  the  Attorney  Qeneral  deeirouB 
of  raising  one,  too  ? 

Mb.  holmes  :  I  would  just  call  at- 
tention to  what  aotuallj  oooturred.    This 
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uestion  was  brought  forward  on  the 
it  sub-section  of  the  1st  clause  of  the 
ill ;  and  we  on  this  side  contended  that 
hether  the  offence  had  been  committed 

a  proclaimed  district  before  or  after 
e  passing  of  the  Act  that  section 
3uld  apply  to  it.  In  the  course  of  the 
scussion  it  was  suggested  that  the  Go- 
rmnent,  at  all  events,  ought  to  make 
9  matter  clear,  and  a  pledge  was  given 
US  that  it  should  be  made  clear.  Ac- 
rdiDgly,  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
)  Attorney  General  for  England  (Sir 
chard  Webster)  moved,  on  the  Ist 
use  of  this  Bill,  a  Proviso  very  similar 
the  Proviso  which  I  am  moving  now, 
;ept  that  it  was  adapted  to  the  peculiar 
iumstances  of  that  clause.  At  the 
ginning  of  the  2nd  clause  the  question 
se  whether  it  should  be  made  retro- 
ctive  or  not ;  and  it  was  objected  that 
clause  should  not  be  made  to  apply 
ffences  committed  before  the  issue  of 

Proclamation.  The  question  was 
ed  again  upon  the  4th  clause,  and  a 
ision  took  place  upon  it ;  and  we  say 
;  the  principle  has  been  abundantly 
ipted  that  it  is  to  apply  to  offences 
ther  committed  before  or  after  the 
9  of  the  Proclamation.  We  are  now 
iged  in  simply  carrying  out  the 
ge  which  we  gave  when  the  matter 

under  discussion  upon  the  1st 
30,  and  which  has  been  already 
ed  out  in  part  We  propose  that 
clause  shall  only  apply  to  offences 
nitted  within  the  district  after  the 
Dg  of  the  Act ;  but  whether  before 
*ter  the  issue  of  the  Proclamation, 
t  we  are  now  doing  is  simply  to 

out  what  we  stated  in  the  first 
ice  we  would  do,  and  which  was 
upon  the  1st  clause. 

lendment  proposed, 

age  4,  line  41,  at  end  of  Clause,  to  add  the 
— **  When  any  of  the  proyision  of  section 

this  Act,  relating  to  summary  jurisdic- 
•o  declared  by  Proclamation  to  be  in  force 
listrict,  such  provision  shall  apply  to 
s  committed  in  the  district  after  the 
:  of  this  Act  whether  before  or  after  the 
Proclamation. 

ben  the  provisions  of  section  three  or  sec- 
ur  of  this  Act,  relating  to  special  juries 
ige  of  place  of  trial,  are  declared  by  Pro- 
on  to  be  in  force  in  a  district,  such  provi- 
ball   apply  to  crimes  committed  in  the 

before  or  after  the  pasing  of  this  Act." 
Attorney  General  far  Ireland,) 

9tion  proposedi  '*  That  those  words 
re  added.'' 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
The  view  I  take  of  this  Amendment  is 
that  it  is  a  distinct  breach  of  faith  on 
the  part  of  the  Government.  I  am  sure 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Ohief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  (Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour)  cannot  be  so  very  hard- 
pressed  that  he  needs  to  sneer  at  that 
— so  very  brilliant  a  person  as  he  pro- 
mises to  be.  Perhaps  he  will  give  us 
some  argument  instead  of  that  kind  of 
sneer.  I  can  assure  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman that  what  he  does  not  know  about 
this  Bill  and  about  Ireland  would  fill  a 
very  large  library,  and  therefore  a  little 
modesty  on  his  part  would  be  more  be- 
coming. Now,  Sir,  I  say  that  this  pro- 
posal is  a  distinct  breach  of  faith  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  made  mainly 
for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  time 
between  this  and  next  Friday,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  debate.  Why 
do  the  Government  make  the  proposal  ? 
Because,  they  say,  a  distinct  pledge  was 
given  by  them  that  they  would  remedy 
what  they  recognized  as  a  defect  in  the 
Bill  when  it  was  pointed  out  to  them  by 
the  Liberal  Unionists.  They  made  the 
alteration  in  the  1st  clause,  but  there 
was  no  thought  that  it  was  to  be  repeated 
subsequently,  and  it  was  done  then  in 
what  they  call  the  fulfilment  of  a  pledge. 
How  anxious  they  are  to  fulfil  their 
pledges !  If  Her  Majesty's  Government 
are  so  very  anxious  to  fulfil  their 
pledges,  why  does  not  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Ohief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land fulfil  the  pledge  which  he  gave, 
and  put  down  the  Amendment  which  he 
promised  in  reference  to  the  question  of 
appeal,  unless,  indeed,  he  has  been  in- 
timidated out  of  it  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  "West  Ham  (Mr.  Fulton),  or  some 
other  Metropolitan  Member?*  That  is 
our  point,  that  this  pledge  was  given  to 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Bury  (Sir 
Henry  James),  and  was  not  a  pledge 
given  in  any  sense  to  the  House.  Under 
cover  of  that  specific  pledge,  the  Govern- 
ment are  now  inventing  a  whole  series 
of  additional  crimes.  That  was  done 
from  their  point  of  view  on  the  1st 
clause,  and  I  say  that  in  spite  of  the 
somewhat  incoherent  noises  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secre- 
tary (Mr.  Matthews) 

The  CHAIEMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  remarks  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  must  be  confined  to  the 
matter  of  the  Amendment. 

[Sixteenth  Nightri 
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Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :    I  can  only  say 
that  the  incoherent  noises  which  have 
been  made  will  not  deter  me  from  con- 
tinuinf^  my  argument.    Now^  Sir,  I  say 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  the 
1st   clause  declared  that  it  should  be 
retrospective  on  the  principle  that  it  was 
a  fair  thing  that  the  crimes  under  that 
clause  should  be  inquired  into  at  any 
time,  because  that  clause  dealt  not  only 
with  trivial,   but  with  serious  crimes, 
such  as  the  crime  of  murder  and  other 
serious  outrages.    But  now  what  is  pro- 
posed is  this,  that  if,  after  the  passing  of 
this  Act,  some  crime  such  as  that  of  so- 
called  Boycotting  were  committed,  then, 
seven  years  afterwards,  if  on  some  other 
ground,  quo  ad,  a  particular  murder  in  a 
district,  that  district  is  proclaimed,  then 
Her  Majesty's  Government  should,  by 
the  elasticity  of  these   provisions,   be 
able  to  make  this  section  relate  back  to 
that  previous  antecedent  date,  and  be 
able  to  punish  that  offence  of  Boycotting 
under  this  Bill.     If  that  be  the  view  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  would  it  not  be 
reasonable  to  put  in  some  limit  of  time 
within  which  the  Proclamation  might 
have  that    retrospective   efifect?    Sup- 
posing a  crime  were  committed  on  the 
1st  of  January,  and  you  should  issue 
your  Proclamation  on  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber following,  would  it  be  a  reasonable 
thing  that  for  12  months  the  man  who 
committed  it  should  rest  under  the  sup- 
position that  he  was  not  to  be  punished  ? 
Perhaps  his  witnesses  might  have  dis- 
appeared and  gone  to  America,  and  a 
year  after,  through  the  present  tide  of 
emigration  from  Ireland,  everybody  con- 
nected with  the  offence  had  disappeared. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  might  issue 
a  Proclamation,  and  under  it  they  might 
have  this  particular  man  arrested,  having 
got  his  witnesses  out  of  the  way  under 
the  free  emigration  which  so   largely 
prevails  now.    I  would  respectfully  say 
that  that  would  be  a  most  unfair  thing 
to  the  individual.    The  very  least  we 
can  claim  on  an  Amendment  of  this 
description  from  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment is  this — that  they  shoidd  fix  some 
particular  time.  They  should  put  in  some 
particular  moment  when  the  Proclama- 
tion should  have  effect;  and  if  the  Procla- 
mation be  not  issued  within  that  time, 
then  the  so-called  crime  should  be  sup- 
posed to  be  done  with  so  far  as  the  power  of 


the  Proclamation  is  concerned — the  Pro. 
clamation,  in  short,  should  be  considered 
to  have  spent  its  force.     It  is  an  almost 
unimaginable  state  of  things  that  if  you 
issue  a  Proclamation  five  years  hence, 
and  this  Bill  should  be  passed  into  law 
on  the  1st  of  August  next,  that  then, 
five  years  afterwards,  after  all  the  wit- 
nesses have  left  the  district,  you  should 
turn  round  upon  the  venomous  action  of 
some  policeman  who  remembered  some 
piece  of  Boycotting  in  the  district,  and 
should  be  able  to   prove    that  crime. 
That  woidd  be  a  most  extraordinary 
proceeding,  and  would  re-act  upon  many 
Members  of  the  Orange  Party  when 
a  Home  Hule  Government  came  into 
power,  because  you  will  have  a  pro- 
claimed district,  and  though,   while  a 
Tory  Government  is  in  Office,  they  would 
not  punish    Orangemen's    crimes,   yet 
there  will  be  those  who  will  be  taking 
notes  and  collecting  evidence  for  the 
coming  time,  and  they  will  issue  a  series 
of  summonses  under  that  Proclamation 
when  the  proper  time  comes.     Now,  I 
am  not  in  favour  of  anything  of  the 
sort  being  done.    It  is  most  undesirable 
to  have  punishments  of  that  kind ;  but 
if  you  proceed  in  such  a  way  as  to  invite 
reprisals  or  retaliation,  that  will  be  the 
effect.    Now,  I  would  ask  the  Govern- 
ment— they  say  their  Bill  is  so  crystal- 
line that  it  cannot  be  made  any  clearer 
— but  I  would  ask  them  not  to  put  in 
this    Amendment,    against    their   own 
better  judgment,  simply  to  please  the 
Liberal  Unionist  Party  who  never  attend 
these  debates,  who  do  not  know  any- 
thing of  the  Bill  or  of  its  provisions, 
and  who  probably  have  forgotten  all  its 
clauses  and  all  the  pledges  made  about 
them.     I  would  respectfully  ask   the 
Government  not  to  do  this — not  to  waste 
the  time  of  the  House  in  this  manner. 
At  any  rate,  if  we  are  to  have  this  par- 
ticular Amendment,  it  should  be  inserted 
with  the  modification  which  I  have  sug- 
gested— that  some  particular  date  should 
be  fixed  in  it.     If  the  Proclamation  is 
issued  on  the  1st  of  August,  then  let  the 
Amendment  refer  no  further  back  than 
to  crimes  committed  within   the   pre- 
ceding month.     Do  not  let  us  go  back 
to  some  pre- Adamite  period  when  every- 
body connected  with  the  offence   and 
with  the  district  will  have  forgotten  all 
about  it,  except  some  police  sergeant 
who  has  taken  a  note,  or  some  secretaiy 
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of  some  proclaimed  Land  League  who 
will  have  been  waiting  for  a  prosecution 
on  some  future  day. 

Mb.  chance  (Kilkenny,  8.) :  This 
Amendment  has  been  held  to  be  regular, 
and  the  case  of  the  Government  is  that 
the  words  of  the  clause  may  apply  in  a 
district  that  is  not  proclaimed,  but  which 
may  be  proclaimed.  If  that  be  so,  the 
Amendment  is  absolutely  unnecessary 
and  insensible ;  and  our  position  is  that, 
having  limited  ourselves  to  four  Par- 
liamentary days  for  the  discussion  of 
Amendments  to  this  Bill,  the  Govern- 
ment themselves  propose  Amendments 
which  are  only  regular  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  they  are  entirely  unnecessary 
and  worthless. 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
I  have  risen  for  the  purpose  of  moving 
an  Amendment  to  the  Amendment  of 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland;  but,  in  the  first 
place,  I  would  like  to  say  that  the  Go- 
vernment have  certainly  made  their 
meaning  perfectly  clear  on  this  question, 
but  in  a  contrary  sense  to  that  which 
they  originally  intended.  We  expected 
that  the  principle  of  ex  post  facto  legis- 
lation— fbr  that  is  what  this  really 
amounts  to — would  not  be  adopted  by 
the  Government,  because  it  assumes  an 
operation  of  the  law  which  may  be  held 
in  suspense  at  the  wish  of  the  Govern- 
ment over  all  the  country.  This  is, 
practically,  a  system  of  ex  poit  faeto 
legislation;  and,  therefore,  I  object  in 
toto  to  the  Amendment  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General.  But,  Sir, 
if  it  is  strange  that  the  interpretation 
of  the  words  already  in  the  Bill  would 
simply  amount  to  or  ensure  that  offences 
committed  in  any  district  or  part  of  Ireland 
not  already  proclaimed  shall  be  punish- 
able, surely  on  the  other  hand  there  is  no 
necessity  for  the  insertion  of  these  words  ? 
These  words  are  of  an  extremely  sweep- 
ing character,  and  they  are  also,  to  my 
mind,  of  an  estremely  prejudiced  cha* 
racter,  for  they  are  intended  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ensuring  the  conviction  oi  all 
persons  who  may  be  accused  to  the  pre- 
sent Government,  or  who  may  have  been 
accused  within  the  past  year  or  so  of 
offences  in  Ireland.  Now,  Sir,  the  2nd 
clause  of  the  Bill  is  extremely  long.  It 
includes  a  great  number  of  offences 
given  under  a  varie^  of  sub-heads,  and 
my  proposal  would  be  to  exclude  from 
the  Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  and 


learned  Attorney  General  the  first  sub- 
section, which  provides  for  the  prose- 
cution before  a  Courtof  Summary  Juris- 
diction of  any  person  who  shall  take  part 
in  any  criminal  conspiracy  to  compel  or 
induce  any  person  either  not  to  fulfil  his 
or  their  legal  obligations  or  to  interfere 
with  the  administration  of  the  law. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  It  would  be 
clearly  out  of  Order  to  make  that  excep- 
tion here,  for  that  has  already  been  de- 
cided upon. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
Is  it  in  Order  to  propose  the  affirmative 
of  a  thing,  and  not  to  propose  the  nega- 
tive of  it  ?  If  my  hon.  Friend  is  out  of 
Order  in  moving  to  omit  a  certain  section, 
is  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  in  Order  in  moving 
the  insertion  of  it?  If  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  is  in  Order, 
I  submit  that  my  hon.  Friend  is  also  in 
Order. 

The  chairman  :  It  is  put  in  far 
greater  caution  to  avoid  misconception. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Then  might  not 
my  hon.  Friend,  out  of  the  abundance  of 
his  caution,  move  the  omission  of  the 
same  thing  ? 

Thb  CHATRMAN  :  Not  if  it  contra- 
dieted  what  has  already  been  done. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  should 
think  the  right  hon.  and  learned  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  would  not 
resist  this  Amendment  which  I  have  to 
propose.  The  grammar  of  the  first  part 
of  his  Amendment  is  false.  What  I 
propose  to  do  is  to  omit  the  word  *^  pro- 
vision," in  line  3  in  order  to  insert  the 
word  •*  provisions." 

Mb.  holmes  :  I  accept  that  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mb.  DILLON:  I  now  move  the 
omission  of  the  words ''  after  the  passing 
of  this  Act,  whether  before  or."  Then 
the  first  paragraph  will  read  as  fol- 
lows : — 

'<  When  any  of  the  provisiona  of  Section  2 
of  this  Act,  relating  to  tammary  jurisdiction, 
are  declared  by  ProcIeiinatioQ  to  b9  in  force  in  a 
district,  sach  provisions  shall  apply  to  offences 
committed  in  the  district  after  the  date  of  the 
Proclamation." 

The  CHAIRMAN:  That  is  a  point 
which  has  already  been  ruled  to  be  in- 
admissible, having  already  been  decided 
on  a  previous  clause. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  just  want  to  be  dear 
on  this.    Either  there  is  doubt  as  to  the 
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meaning  of  Clauses  2,  S,  and  4  In  this 
respect,  or  there  is  none.  If  there  is 
doubt,  this  is  to  define  the  meaning.  If 
the  GK)yemment  are  entitled  to  define  it 
one  way,  surely  we  are  entitled  to  at- 
tempt to  define  it  another.  I  would 
also  like  to  take  your  judgment,  Sir. 
as  to  the  next  paragraph  of  this  Amend- 
ment, because  you  will  notice  that  bad 
as  the  first  paragraph  is,  the  second 
paragraph  is  infinitely  worse.  In  the 
first  paragraph  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  only  provides 
that  the  action  shall  be  retrospective  to 
the  date  of  the  passing  of  the  Act,  but 
the  second  paragraph  of  the  Amend- 
ment provides  that  Clauses  3  and  4, 
which  are  equally  objectionable  and 
tyrannical  with  Clause  2,  shall  be  retro- 
spective to  an  unlimited  extent.  Now, 
Sir,  that  is  a  provision  to  which  we 
naturally  have  the  very  deepest  objec- 
tion. 

Me.  MAUEICE  HEALY  (Cork): 
I  have  an  Amendment  to  move  to  the 
first  paragraph,  to  add  after  the  word 
"  Proclamation  "  in  line  4,  the  words 
"provided  it  be  so  expressly  provided 
in  the  Proclamation.''  I  presume  there 
vnll  be  no  objection  to  that  Amendment. 
If  that  be  accepted  I  will  also  propose 
to  add  several  words  at  the  end  of  the 
paragraph.  I  think  it  is  not  unreason- 
able to  ask  that  if  the  Government  really 
intend  that  their  Proclamation  shall 
have  a  retrospective  effect,  they  should 
say  so  on  the  face  of  it.  It  is  bad 
enough  for  it  to  be  retrospective  under 
any  circumstances,  but  if  that  is  to  be 
so,  it  should  be  expressly  set  forth  on 
the  face  of  the  document  itself.  I  do 
not  know  what  line  the  Government  will 
assume  towards  this  Amendment,  but 
I  think  it  will  be  hard  to  show  that  there 
is  anything  unreasonable  in  it,  having 
regard  to  &e  construction — ^the  peculiar 
construction  —  which  the  Government 
have  given  to  preceding  sections — and 
to  their  expressed  intention  that  a  dis- 
trict should  be  proclaimed  after  a  crime 
has  been  committed.  The  principle  of 
the  Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  cannot  be  fur- 
ther questioned  as  it  has  been  sanctioned, 
but,  at  any  rate,  that  principle  need  not 
be  carried  to  a  needless  extent.  And 
though  that  principle  of  making  the 
Proclamation  retrospective  in  certain 
cases  where  necessary  may  be  sanctioned, 
it  should  only  be  retrospective  by  virtue 

Mr.  Dillon 


of  an  express  statement.  I  beg  to  move 
that  Amendment. 

The  chairman  :  The  same  objec- 
tion applies  to  the  addition  of  these 
words  that  I  have  already  made  with 
regard  to  the  alteration  that  I  have 
already  dealt  with. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  have  an  Amendment  to  provide  that 
the  offence  must  have  been  committed 
within  some  date  previous  to  the  issue 
of  the  Proclamation,  and  I  would  pro- 

fose  that  it  should  be  within  one  month, 
would  move  the  insertion  of  these 
words: — "Provided  that  such  offence 
should  have  been  committed  within  one 
month  prior  to  the  date  of  such  Procla- 
mation.^' It  is  only  reasonable  to  ask 
that  they  should  issue  their  Proclamation 
at  once  after  the  offence,  and  that  the 
people  should  have  notice  of  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  deal  with  such 
offences,  and  that  the  all- seeing  eye  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  is  upon  their 
iniquity.  It  is  reasonable  to  provide 
that  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  run 
on  in  their  ignorance  without  some 
warning  from  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment— that  there  should  be  something 
like  a  Statute  of  Limitations.  That  is 
only  reasonable  in  such  matters,  if  any- 
thing that  comes  from  these  Benches  is 
reasonable.   I  move  that  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed, 

After  line  4,  to  insert  the  words  "  Provided 
that  such  offence  has  been  committed  within 
one  month  from  the  date  of  Proclamation.'* — 
(Mr,  T.  M.  Healy,) 

Question  proposed,'^  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  holmes  (who  was  very  indis- 
tinctly heard)  was  understood  to  say 
that  the  point  had  already  been  dis- 
cussed and  decided,  so  far  as  its  prin- 
ciple was  concerned. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land does  not  suppose  that  he  has  said 
one  word  by  way  of  meeting  my  argu- 
ment. He  has  said  that  this  was  pre- 
viously fully  discussed ;  but  it  was  not. 
My  proposition  is  that  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant should  not  have  a  right  in  De- 
cember to  issue  a  Proclamation  that 
should  reach  back  for  two  years.  That 
is  a  most  reasonable  thing.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  has  recom- 
mended tiiis  measure  on  the  ground  that 
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it  is  a  moderate  Bill,  which  only  refers  to 
proolaimed  districts.  But  what  is  the 
good  of  such  an  argument  if  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  by  a  mere  scratch  of  his 
pen — if  by  the  mere  autograph  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant — ^he  can  apply  the  Bill 
to  the  whole  of  Ireland,  and  make  it 
absolutely  operative  at  any  time  ?  For 
that  reason  we  bring  in  a  proposal  to 
mitigate  that,  by  proposing  that  if  you 
do  proclaim,  your  Proclamation  shall 
only  go  back  to  some  particular  crime. 
How  is  that  met  ?  Simply  by  stating 
that  it  was  debated  before.  If  it  was 
debated  before  it  was  decided  before, 
and  if  decided  before  it  is  necessary, 
because  it  must  be  in  relation  to  some- 
thing which  is  already  an  active  prin- 
ciple in  the  Bill.  It  is,  therefore,  neces- 
sary to  introduce  this  provision,  for 
nothing  could  be  more  calculated  to 
promote  harmony  in  the  attitude  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  The  clause 
brings  in  and  negatives  the  action 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  has  been  comment- 
ing upon  from  the  commencement.  He 
says  the  proposal  is  limited,  and  very 
properly,  to  proclaimed  districts,  when  I 
say  that  the  whole  thing  dates  back  to 
the  very  passing  of  the  Act.  You  should 
be  obliged  to  proclaim  a  district  from 
the  commencement.  Do  not  get  up  in 
the  middle  of  the  night  and  induce  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  to  put  his  signature  to 
some  Proclamation  bringing  the  whole 
of  Ireland  under  the  operation  of  the 
Bill  from  the  very  date  of  his  sign 
manual.  That  is  an  absurdity,  and  I 
submit  that  that  contention  ought  to  be 
met  in  some  other  way  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  Either  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary's  argu- 
ment at  the  commencement  of  the  pro- 
ceedings on  this  Bill  was  good,  or  it  was 
bad.  If  it  were  bad,  there  is  a  com- 
plete negative  to  the  proposal.  I  am 
surprised  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  should  have  made 
this  proposal  in  the  spirit  in  which  he 
has  made  it.  If  one  month  does  not 
suit  him  will  two  months  satisfy  him  ? 
If  one  year  does  not  suit  him  will  two 
years?  This  is  a  Bill  for  perpetuity. 
The  day  after  the  passing  of  this  Bill 
a  summons  may  be  issued  in  order  to 
put  you  into  gaol  for  six  months.  Was 
anything  more  absurd  ?  You  say  that 
the  whole  of  Ireland  does  not  require 
this  Act.    That  is  your  point.    But  be- 


cause some  policeman  has  something 
against  a  man  in  his  note-book  he  is  to 
have  the  immediate  power  of  summon- 
ing that  man.  I  think  the  Government 
ought  to  proclaim  the  whole  of  Ireland 
at  once.  If  you  can  proclaim  a  district 
seven  years  hence,  and  apply  summary 
jurisdiction  powers  when  all  the  wit- 
nesses have  disappeared,  and  the  me« 
mory  of  man  has  been  dimmed  to  a 
large  extent  as  to  the  transactions  which 
were  the  subject  of  the  legal  proceed- 
^^^t  you  are  bringing  about  a  mere 
travesty  of  justice.  Crime,  if  punished 
at  all,  should  be  punished  immediately. 
The  least  we  can  ask  of  the  Government 
is  that  where  crimes  are  committed  they 
should  bring  them  within  the  region  of 
punishment,  somewhere  or  other,  with- 
out delay. 

Mb.  holmes  :  I  would  point  out 
that  under  the  summary  jurisdiction 
powers  of  this  Bill  persons  cannot  be 
prosecuted  for  offences  committed  more 
than  six  months  before  the  trial  of  the 
offence. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
am  surprised  that  there  should  be  a 
controversy  on  a  question  of  fact  as  to 
what  happened  at  a  previous  stage  of 
these  debates ;  but  I  was  obliged  to  take 
the  direct  issue  from  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  on  this  matter,  that  it  had 
been  properly  discussed  at  a  previous 
stage.  The  first  paragraph  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  Amend- 
ment is  this — whether,  when  summary 
jurisdiction  is  declared  by  Proclamation 
to  be  in  force  in  a  district,  it  really 
applies  to  offences  committed  in  the  dis- 
trict after  the  passing  of  the  Act, 
whether  before  or  after  the  date  of  the 
Proclamation  ;  the  question  is,  is  the 
Proclamation  to  be  retrospective — not  is 
it  to  be  absolutely  retrospective,  but  is 
it  to  be  retrospective  as  regards  the 
period  between  the  passins  of  the  Act 
and  the  issue  of  the  Proclamation?  I 
contest  the  assertion  that  this  matter  has 
ever  been  discussed  in  any  shape  or  form 
before.  I  can  tell  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  what  happened.  I 
moved  that  in  the  2nd  clause  of  the  Bill, 
after  the  word  '^  shall,"  the  words 
'^  after  the  passing  of  this  Act "  should 
be  added ;  and  I  did  so  on  the  ground 
that  the  word  ''  shall"  meant  here  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  that  there  could  be 
no  harm  in  making  the  meaning  clearer. 
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The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  got  up  then  and  told  me  that 
my  Amendment  did  not  do  anything, 
and  did  not  make  anything  clearer ;  and, 
therefore,  the  Government  could  not 
assent  to  it.  Thereupon  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  sat  down,  and,  if  my  recol- 
lection serves  me  rightly,  it  was  because 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  gave  us  such  a 
sharp  answer,  and  did  not  even  conde- 
scend to  discuss  the  matter,  that  an  hon. 
Friend  of  mine  on  this  side  of  the  House 
immediately  moved  to  report  Progress, 
as  an  expression  of  dissatisfaction  with 
the  manner  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  treated  us.  On  no 
previous  occasion  has  the  point  touched 
by  this  Amendment  been  raised.  The 
only  reply  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  ventured  to  give  to  this 
Amendment  on  the  merits  of  it,  is  that 
an  offence  to  which  the  2nd  clause  of  the 
Bill  applies  could  not  be  prosecuted  more 
than  six  months  after  the  issue  of  the 
Proclamation,  after  the  passing  of  this 
Bill.  I  can  tell  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
that  the  matter  is  not  at  all  so  clear  as 
he  thinks.  No  doubt  the  general  law  as 
to  the  summary  trial  of  offences  is  that 
a  case  should  be  proceeded  with  within 
six  months;  but  if  he  will  take  up  a 
subsequent  clause  of  the  Bill  he  will  see 
that  the  point  is  not  so  clear  as  he  thinks. 
I  think  that  the  period  of  six  months  is 
a  most  extravagant  period,  considered 
as  the  period  of  limitation  for  the  2nd 
clause  of  this  Bill.  It  is  to  be  suggested 
that  where  an  offence  is  to  be  committed 
— an  offence  of  the  character  that  will 
warrant  the  Proclamation  of  the  district 
— ^that,  with  a  provision  of  this  kind 
staring  you  in  the  face,  the  Government 
would  deliberately  wait  six  months,  and 
then  proclaim  the  district  when  all  re- 
collection of  the  matter,  in  respect  of 
which  it  was  proclaimed,  has  passed 
away;  I  intend  at  a  later  stage  to  move 
that  the  period  of  limitation  may  be 
reduced  to  two  months;  and,  if  an 
Amendment  of  this  kind  is  accepted, 
plainly  there  will  be  some  force  in  the 
last  argument  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman.  As  long  as  the 
clause  stands  in  its  present  form  there 
is  a  doubt  in  the  matter.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  the  Amendment  should 
be  acceDted. 

Mr.  T.  6.  HAREINGTON  (Dublin, 
Harbour) :   I   think   we  have  a  claim 

Mr.  Maurice  Utaly 


upon  the  other  side  in  this  matter.  We 
stand  here  in  the  position  of  condemned 
criminals.  [CWm  o/ "  Hear,  hear!"1 
Yes,  in  the  position  of  condemned 
criminals,  and  you  are  the  judge,  the 
jury,  and  the  hangman. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  The  hon.  Member 
will  please  address  the  Chair. 

Mb.  T.  C.  HARRINGTON:  I   am 
afraid    that    my    remarks    are   rather 
strong.  Sir,  to  address  to  the  Chair.    I 
think,  as  I  was  saying,  we  have  a  right 
to  appeal  to  the  House.    Notwithstand- 
ing the  short  period  the  Government 
have  allotted  to  us  for  our  repentance 
and  the  making  up  of  our  affairs,  the 
Government  very  irreverently  break  in 
upon  us  by  shouting  "Divide,  divide!" 
I  think  we  have  not  decided — as  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  has  tried 
to  lead  the  Committee  to  consider  that 
we  have  decided — I  think  we  have  not 
decided  yet  this  period  of  six  months 
with  regard  to  summary  jurisdiction, 
because  if  we  had  so  decided  the  matter 
we  should  not  have  been  discussing  the 
point  now.     What  we  have  to  decide  at 
this  moment  is,  whether  the  Gt>vemment 
wish  to  put  down  crime  in  Ireland  or 
not.    They  say  they  do ;  then  I  g^nt 
you  that  you  wish  to  do  so.     Do  you 
wish  to  do  so  promptly,  or  to  allow  an 
inordinate  time  to  elapse  after  the  issae 
of  the  Proclamation  ?    I  think  that  is  a 
very  simple  issue,  and  I  think  that  if 
hon.  Gentlemen  will  apply  themselves 
to  matters  before  them,  they  will  nearly 
all  be  on  our  side  in  this  matter.    Once 
in  a  while  I  think  it  would  be  a  great 
deal  if  they  could  say — **  You  see  we  are 
not  such  bad  fellows  after  all."    The 
Lord  Lieutenant  is  to  receive  power  to 
proclaim  a  district  for  the  purpose  of 
summary  jurisdiction.     We  ask  that, 
after  that  Proclamation  is  issued,  steps 
should  be  taken  to  try  the  cases  which 
have  been  the  cause  of  this  Proclamation. 
We  wish  to  insert  the  limit  of  a  mon^ 
in  the  Amendment,  believing  that  this 
will  leave  sufficient  time  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  the  prosecution  of  the  crime ; 
but  if  the  Government  think  that  anv 
limit  between  six  months  and  a  montn 
is  reasonable,  they  should  point  it  out 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  G^ntieman 
the  Attorney  General  has  deceived  the 
House  by  stating  that  it  is  decided  that 
these   matters    should    be   prosecuted 
within  six  months  of  the  issue  of  the 
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iclamation.  We  are  making  a  new 
minal  Law— we  have  not  yet  decided 
point  of  time.  When  we  come  to 
question  we  shall  have  the  privi- 
)  of  voting  on  it.  It  is  quite  pos- 
3  that  the  six  months  may  not 
accepted.  If  the  right  hon.  and 
led  Gentleman  says  that  ooe  month 
ot  sufficient,  then  we  will  make 
impromise,  and  say  two  months; 
I  think  it  is  a  very  bad  comment 
one's  apparent  anxiety  for  the 
ng  of  the  Crimes  Act,  and  on  the 
ment  of  anyone  who  says  there  is  a 
;  need  for  it,  to  say  that  you  are 
1  to  h'mit  yourselves  to  a  month 

0  months  after  the  issuing  of  the 
amation  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
!e.    If  the  Government  have  the 

desire  that  they  say  they  have  to 
mte  offences  summarily,  they  would 
irow  any  objection  in  the  way  of 
ling  with  those  offences  at  once. 

T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.): 
lb- section  that  we  have  here  is  a 
'ague  and  general  one,  and  might 
)posed  to  be  dealing  entirely  with 
ure.  I  would  propose  that  a 
ion  should  be  accepted  to  this 
-**  Subject  to  the  provisions  of 
section  of  the  Petty  Sessions 
d)  Act,  1851."  I  leave  the  sec- 
mk,  because  for  the  moment  I  do 
lember  which  it  is.  I  would  ask 
>  withdraw  my  previous  Amend- 

1  order  that  the  Government  may 
his  limitation  to  that  point. 
aOLMES :  I  do  not  think  there 
any  objection  to  that,  if  it  were 
lecessary  ;  but  we  shall  see  later 
that  is.  When  we  come  to  the 
(tage  we  shall  be  able  to  decide 
or  not  it  would  be  advisable  to 
9  precedent  of  the  Act  of  1851  to 

difficulty. 

IIAUBIOE  HE  ALT  (Cork:) 
t  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 

me  that  he  would  point  out 
notion  between  this  case  and 
es  to  which  he  referred  where 
lad  been  rendered  punishable 
ary  conviction — cases  in  which 
'ere  rendered  summary  offences 
rposes.  We  asked  the  Govern- 
i  ve  a  summary  punishment  for 
hich  were  indictable  offences. 
ised  to  do  so.  I  moved  an 
at  to  the  effect  that  if  the 
at  would  treat  these  offences 
ary    ofifences  they  should  be 

COXV.     [thibd  series.] 


summary  offences  for  all  purposes ;  but, 
as  I  say,  they  declined  to  accept  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  :  The 
Amendment  I  propose  to  the  proposed 
Amendment  is  as  follows: — To  leave  out 
the  last  line  of  this  Amendment  the 
words  '^  before  or  after  the  passing  of 
this  Act,"  in  order  to  insert ''  after  the 
date  of  such  Proclamation."  You  will 
notice  that  the  second  paragraph  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's 
Amendment  relates  to  Section  3  or 
Section  4  of  this  Act  which  deals  with 
special  juries,  or  change  of  place  of  trial, 
just  as  the  first  paragraph  refers  to 
Section  2  of  the  Act  relating  to  sum- 
mary j  urisdiction .  The  second  paragraph 
set  forth  that  when  the  Proclamation  has 
been  issued,  declaring  that  Section  3  or 
Section  4  is  in  force,  those  sections  shall 
apply  to  crimes  committed  in  the  district 
before  or  after  the  passing  of  the  Act. 
The  first  paragraph  is  only  retrospective 
after  the  passing  of  the  Act ;  but  it  will 
be  observed  that  so  far  as  Section  3  and 
Section  4  are  concerned,  according  to  the 
second  paragraph  of  the  Amendment, 
the  provision  is  retrospective  indefinitely. 
I  maintain  that  this  is  a  most  monstrous 
proposition.  The  Gt>vernmeDt,  in  order 
to  make  out  any  ground  whatever  for 
such  a  time  as  that,  ought  to  have  placed 
before  us  a  large  mass  of  undiscovered 
and  unpunished  crime  in  Ireland.  But 
they  have  done  nothing  of  the  kind.  I 
contend  that  as  they  have  failed  to  lay 
before  the  Committee  details  of  any 
large  amount  of  imdiscovered  and  un- 
punished crime  in  Ireland,  as  with  the 
system  of  packing  juries  they  might 
have  been  supposed  to  have  been  able  to 
deal  with,  we  are,  at  least,  entitled  to  re- 
quire that  they  should  not  make  such  a 
proposal  as  this  indefinitely  retrospec- 
tive. This  I  conceive  to  be  a  most  im« 
portant  Amendment  which  I  propose; 
and  it  is  one  which  we  think  natural  and 
reasonable  that  the  House  should  accept, 
and  it  is  one  which  we  shall  make  a  great 
struggle  to  get  the  Committee  to  adopt. 
If  you  turn  back  to  Clauses  3  and  4,  that 
were  debated  at  considerable  length  by 
the  Committee,  you  will  see  that  a  most 
tremendous  machinery  has  been  given 
for  the  changing  of  venue  and  the  pack- 
ing of  the  jury.  But  those  are  not  all 
the  powers  the  Government  take  to  de- 
prive a  prisoner  of  his  chance  of  fair 
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play,  for  in  Clause  15 — as  I  suppose  by 
the  Besolution  the  Committee  is  comiug 
to  at  the  termination  of  these  proceed- 
ings we  shall  be  deprived  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing — the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant is  to  have,  in  future,  power  to 
make  rules,  by  the  advice  of  the  Privy 
Council,  for  an  immense  number  of 
matters  dealing  with  the  conduct  of  the 
criminal  trials  in  Lreland  which  come 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act.  I  am 
not  lawyer  enough  to  understand  how 
far  the  chance  of  the  prisoner  is  inter- 
fered with  by  the  vast  number  of  these 
provisions  *  that  seem  to  hand  over  the 
whole  procedure  of  the  Criminal  Law  in 
Xreland  into  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant. The  Lord  Lieutenant  is  not 
only  empowered  to  deal  with  indictments, 
writs,  processes,  and  so  forth,  including 
a  great  many  matters  that  I  do  not 
understand,  but  he  is  also  entitled  to 
make  rules,  in  cases  where  special  juries 
are  required,  as  to  the  number  of  jurors 
that  are  to  be  required  on  every  panel. 
That  is  to  complete  the  machinery  when 
a  jury  is  to  be  packed — where  the  panel 
is,  perhaps,  no  more  than  200  or  300,  and 
the  whole  of  the  special  jurors  of  the 
district  are  brought  in.  That  being  so, 
seeing  that  this  tremendous  machinery 
is  being  adopted,  is  it  not  reasonable  to 
ask  that  if  the  Qovernment  want  the 
machinery  to  be  retrospective  they 
should  tell  us  what  class  of  cases  they 
mean  to  apply  it  to  ?  If  this  Committee 
would  act  with  even  a  show  of  decency, 
if  they  will  not  accept  this  Amendment, 
I  think  they  should  insist  on  the  Govern- 
ment stating  fairly  and  honestly  who  are 
the  men,  and,  if  they  cannot  say  that,  at 
any  rate  what  are  the  offences  they  have 
in  their  mind  when  they  ask  for  this  re- 
trospective power.  The  Government 
ought  to  have  in  their  minds — and  I  am 
certain  they  have — a  perfectly  clear  idea 
of  the  particular  offences  they  wish  to 
have  this  retrospective  power  for.  They 
have  not  stated  to  the  Committee  what 
these  offences  are  and  what  their  demand 
has  reference  to.  We  are  entitled  to  insist 
upon  hearing  from  the  Government  a 
fnink  and  full  statement  of  what  class 
of  oases  this  retrospective  machinery  is 
to  be  applied  to  before  this  provision 
is  to  be  allowed  to  pass.  It  must  be 
manifest  to  every  Member  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  it  cannot  have  any  effect  in 
the  way  of  repression  of  crime  in  Ire- 
land, because  in  the  course  of  the  early 

Ilr.  milon 


debates  on  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill,  and  previous  to  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  it  was  admitted  by  the 
Government  that  the  condition  of  crime 
in  Ireland,  more  especially  undetected 
and  unpunished  crime,  was  not  of  an 
abnormal  or  very  shocking  character. 
If  the  GK>vemment  are  honest  in  their 
contention,  and  their  object  is  to  get  at 
certain  serious  crime,  like  the  murder  of 
Murphy  which  took  place  near  Killar- 
ney,  and  the  murder  of  the  Emergency 
man  in  the  County  of  Clare,  those  crimes 
being  committed  in  small  restricted  dis- 
tricts, they  would  not  be  put  forward  for 
the  whole  of  Ireland  as  an  excuse  for 
this  Act.  But  the  fact  is  that  a  so- 
called  criminal  conspiracy,  which  em- 
braces three-fourths  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,  is  under  this  measure  to  be  left 
at  the  mercy  of  a  packed  jury,  and  con* 
demned  simply  and  solely  because  cer- 
tain murders  have  been  committed  in  a 
small  portion  of  the  County  of  Kerry 
and  in  a  small  portion  of  the  County  of 
Clare.  I  cannot  but  expect  that  con- 
siderable and  prolonged  debate  will  take 
place  on  this  clause  if  the  Government 
do  not  yield  to  the  reasonable  proposal 
of  this  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment,  in  last  line,  to  leave 
out  the  words  '^  before  or  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  Act,"  in  order  to  insert  the 
words  *^  after  the  date  of  such  Proclama- 
tion."—(J/r.  Billon.) 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
said  proposed  Amendment." 

Mr.  holmes  :  It  is  very  much  \o 
be  regretted  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
was  not  in  his  place  on  the  evening  of 
Tuesday,  7th  June,  because  he  would 
have  found  that  an  Amendment  was 
moved  to  insert  in  Clause  3,  after  the 
word  **  where,"  the  words  "  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act."  A  great  deal  of 
argument  then  took  place,  and  it  was 
strongly  urged  that  the  dause  ehoald 
not  be  retrospective.  The  hon.  Member 
who  moved  that  Amendment  spoke  some 
time  on  it.  He  was  replied  to  by  my- 
self. Three  or  four  hon.  Members  spoke 
to  the  question  from  the  Benches  op- 
posite, and  one  speech  which  we  listened 
to  was  very  much  the  same  as  that  we 
have  just  heard  from  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man asking  what  crimes  this  Act  woold 
apply  to.    That  hon.  Member  also  was 
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answered,  and  after  considerable  discus- 
sion the  hon.  Gentleman  withdrew  his 
Amendment.  If  the  hon.  Oentleman 
opposite  had  known  this  I  am  sure  he 
would  not  have  gone  on  with  his  pro- 
posal. It  is  to  be  regretted  that  on 
Wednesday  afternoon,  8th  June,  he  was 
not  in  his  place  at  half-past  3  of  the 
clock,  when  another  and  a  similar 
Amendment  was  moved  by  the  hon. 
Oentleman  the  Member  for  North  Done- 
gal TMr.  O'Doherty).  I  cannot  say 
whether  we  divided  on  that  Amend- 
ment, but  I  think  we  did.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  (Sir  Bichard  Webster)  has  gone 
out  to  see  whether  we  did  or  not.  The 
Amendment  was  discussed,  at  any  rate, 
and  a  speech  was  made  very  similar  to 
that  dehvered  on  the  occasion  of  the 
moving  of  the  former  Amendment.  If 
the  hon.  Oentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Dillon) 
is  in  Order  in  moving  the  present  Amend- 
ment, it  is  because  of  the  technical  cir- 
cumstance that  the  original  Amend- 
ment was  withdrawn.  I  must  decline 
to  discuss  a  matter  which  was  discussed 
80  lately  as  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  in 
last  week 

Mb.  chance  (Kilkenny,  8.):  The 
proposed  Amendment  is  to  insert ''  after 
the  date  of  such  Proclamation."  The 
Amendment  negatived  was  ''after  the 

Sassing  of  this  Act ; ''  there  is  a  great 
istinction  ;  and  I  submit  that,  if  there 
had  been  a  decision,  the  effect  of  that 
decision  would  have  been  to  render  this 
proposed  Amendment  of  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  wholly  irregular. 

Thb  CHAIRMAJ^:  The  effect  of 
that  Amendment  evidently  was  to  make 
the  provisions  of  Section  4  applicable  to 
crimes  committed  before  the  passing  of 
the  Act  as  well  as  after.  But  in  the 
case  of  Section  3  the  Amendment  was 
withdrawn ;  therefore  the  point  is  prac- 
tically open  with  respect  to  Clause  3. 
The  matter  can  only  be  dealt  with  by  the 
Committee  as  regards  Section  3. 

Mr.  CHANCE:  The  fact  of  that 
Amendment  could  not  extend  or  di- 
minish the  effect  of  the  words  ''com- 
mitted in  a  proclaimed  district."  These 
are  the  words  we  are  now  seeking  to 
define,  and  I  submit  to  you.  Sir,  that  in 
pursuance  of  your  ruling  it  is  open  to 
us  to  define  the  words  "  committed  in  a 
proclaimed  district." 

The  CHAIRMAN:  No;  I  have  not 
said  that  the  words  "committed  in  a 


proclaimed  district "  have  any  reference 
to  the  date  of  the  Proclamation.  It  is  a 
mere  question  of  geographical  descrip- 
tion. Last  Wednesday  it  was  decided 
that  Section  4  should  be  equally  appli- 
cable 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  All  I  can 
do  is  to  divide  the  Committee  on  the 
question  of  the  special  jury,  as  the 
special  jury  is  the  machinery  by  which 
the  Government  will  be  able  to  try  my- 
self and  others  for  recent  transactions  in 
which  we  were  engaged. 

Mr.  CHANCE:  Would  it  be  in 
Order,  Mr.  Courtney,  to  move  to  leave 
out  the  words  "before  or ?  " 

The  CHAIRMAN:  It  is  impossible 
to  avoid  the  substantial  question.  The 
question  was  concluded,  as  I  have  told 
the  hon.  Member,  by  the  vote  of  last 
Wednesday. 

Mr.  CHANCE :  All  I  asked.  Sir,  was 
whether  it  would  be  in  order  to  move  to 
leave  out  the  words  "  before  or?" 

The  CHAIRMAN :  No ;  not  as  re- 
garde  Section  4. 

Mr.  chance  :  Then  I  move  to  add, 
after  the  word  "  Act,"  "  as  to  Section  4, 
and  as  to  Section  3  after  the  date  of  such 
Proclamation."  I  submit,  Sir,  that  that 
will  be  in  Order. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment,  to  add,  at  the  end 
thereof,  the  words,  "  as  to  Section  4, 
and  as  to  Section  3  after  the  date  of 
such  Proclamation." — ( Mr,  Chance.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  added  to  the  proposed  Amendment." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Lougford,  N.) ; 
I  think  it  would  be  only  reasonable  for 
the  Government  to  tell  us  the  exact 
number  of  people  they  intend  this  sec- 
tion to  apply  to.  We  shall  not  dispute 
the  desirability  of  this  provision;  but 
we  are,  at  all  events,  entitled  to  know  if 
the  Government  have  some  warranty 
and  necessity  for  this  provision,  and 
who  are  the  persons  it  is  to  apply  to.  If 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  East 
Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  is  indicted  he  may 
be  taken  to  Belfast,  and  tried  by  a 
special  jury. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  The  hon.  and  learned  (Gentle- 
man asks  who  are  the  persons  against 
whom  indictments  will  be  brought.  If  he 
will  put  a  Question  to  me  in  the  ordinary 
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way  I  will  try  to  answer  it.  He  then 
referred  to  proceedings  taken  against 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon.)  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  is  aware  that  those  proceed- 
ings have  been  abandoned  by  the  Qo- 
vernment,  and  that  they  do  not  intend 
to  take  any  further  steps  in  regard 
to  them.  That  was  announced  in  all 
the  public  newspapers,  and  therefore  it 
is  hardly  conceivable  that  the  Crown 
will  revive  those  proceedings. 

Mr.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  Those 
proceedings  were  undoubtedly  dropped 
in  County  Dublin;  but  I  have  seen 
nothing  to  prevent  my  hon.  Friend 
being  dragged  up  to  County  Antrim, 
and  there  tried  by  a  jury  of  12  land- 
lords. There  has  certainly  been  a  Par- 
liamentary evasion  of  the  question 
asked.  We  have  asked  whether  it  is  in- 
tended, in  respect  to  those  transactions, 
to  bring  the.hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 
(Mr.  Dillon)  and  his  political  Col- 
leagues before  a  jury  in  the  North  of 
Ireland  under  Section  4  of  this  Bill? 
We  believe  that  it  is  intended  to  revive 
those  proceedings ;  we  believe  that  this 
Amendment  has  been  moved  for  the 
purpose  of  making  it  clear  to  the  Courts 
that  the  Executive  will  be  entitled  to 
revive  the  proceedings ;  and  we  ask  for  a 
plain  answer,  Yes  or  No,  upon  the  sub- 
j  ect.  I  must  remark  that,  having  limited 
us  to  four  and  a-half  days',  or  there- 
abouts, discussion,  it  is  in  the  highest 
degree  unreasonable  and  unfair  for  the 
Qovernment  to  put  down  an  Amendment 
of  this  character,  which  certainly  raises 
very  contentious  matter,  and  re-opens 
questions  which  have  been  already 
argued  and  decided. 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  think  it  will  be  a  sufficient 
answer  to  the  last  charge  brought 
against  the  Government  when  I  say 
that  you,  Sir,  have  ruled  that,  as  regards 
three  of  these  special  sections,  the  mat- 
ter has  been  already  decided  by  the 
Committee.  Hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway  opposite  appear  to  understand 
the  language  of  the  Treasury  Bench  as 
always  used  in  a  different  sense  to  that 
intended,  and  I  do  appeal  to  English 
Members  to  believe  that  when  I  state 
that  proceedings  have  been  abandoned 
I  state  what  I  mean — that  proceedings 
have  been  really  abandoned  and  will 
not  be  revived. 
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Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  It  is  aU 
very  fine  for  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  to  get  into  a 
frenzy » over  this  question,  and  to  say 
the  Government  mean  what  they  say. 
I  will  not  contradict  his  assertion,  but  I 
have  practical  experience  of  the  way 
things  are  conducted  in  Ireland;  they 
are  conducted  differently  to  the  way  they 
are  described  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
I  have  gone  through  this  business.  I 
was  proceeded  against  last  winter ;  first 
of  all,  in  a  police  court  in  County  Galway. 
The  proceedings  there  were  definitely 
dropped  by  the  Crown,  and  notice  was 
served  on  me  at  my  house  in  Dublin 
that  those  proceedings  were  at  an  end. 
Then  I  was  proceeded  against  in  the 
City  of  Dublin  in  respect  to  the  very 
same  transactions.  I  was  transferred 
to  the  County  of  Dublin,  and  then  the 
trial  proceeded,  and  the  Crown  was 
defeated.  They  intended  to  proceed 
again  at  a  subsequent  Assize,  but  they 
changed  their  mind,  and  gave  notice 
that  the  proceedings  were  dropped. 
I  have  been  twice  proceeded  against 
on  the  same  transactions.  Haying  re- 
ceived notice  before  the  proceedings 
in  the  City  of  Dublin  that  the  proceed- 
ings would  be  dropped,  I  have  no  con- 
fidence, even  after  the  statement  of  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  that  I 
shall  not  be  proceeded  against  again  on 
the  same  transactions.  This  may  appear 
a  trivial  and  absurd  thing  to  some  hon. 
Members ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  do 
want  something  more  straightforward 
and  plain  from  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  before  we  allow  this  section 
to  pass.  He  stated  that  the  Crown  had 
no  intention  of  resuscitating  these  pro- 
ceedings. Now,  this  is  a  retrospective 
clause,  and  may  be  used  against  the 
men  who  were  tried  in  Dublin  last 
winter,  or  against  others  who  took  part 
along  with  them.  I  am  not  thinking  of 
ourselves  alone,  but  of  the  hundreds 
and  thousands  of  men  who  are  engaged 
in  similar  work.  If  these  clauses  are 
passed  in  their  present  shape  we  and 
many  others  will  be  absolutely  at  the 
mercy  of  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land, who  is  exceedingly  polite  in  this 
House,  but  who  is  the  very  reverse  when 
he  is  prosecuting  in  Green  Street.  When 
he  gets  us  into  Court  he  will  hit  below 
the  belt.  ['*  Oh,  oh  ! '']  I  mean  that 
he  will  hit  below  the  belt  in  the  sense  of 
packing  juries  in  a  legal  sense.    He  will 
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jort,  as  every  Irish  official  before  bim 
8  resorted,  to  every  legal  dodge  to 
ure  the  conviction  that  the  Castle  has 

its  heart  upon.  Therefore,  it  is 
mrd  to  expect  our  opposition  will  be 
armed  by  the  plausible  statements  of 

Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  and 

his  appeals  to   English  Members. 

I  know  perfectly  well  what  we  in 

[and  have  to  expect  from  the  Irish 

rernment.    Unless  the  Government 

give  us  an  assurance  that  this  par- 
lar  retrospective  power  will  not  be 
1  in  the  way  we  fear  it  will,  it  is  our 
nden  duty  to  resist  this  Amendment 
lie  last. 

E.  T.  M.  HE ALY :  We  are  asked 
)elieve  what  the  Government  say. 

we  are  dealing  with  Gentlemen 
,  when  they  were  elected,  said  they 
not  mean  to  propose  coercion,  yet 
have  brought  in  this  Bill.  It  is 
lutely  necessary  we  should  examine 

closely  the  words  used  by  the 
imment.  Now,  I  asked  the  right 
and  learned  Gentleman  to  whom 
lection  is  to  apply — not  an  unreason- 
question  to  ask.  He  says  that  if  I 
put  a  Question  upon  the  Paper  he 
mdeavour  to  answer  it.     Does  he 

we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
out  Questions  to  be  asked  in  this 
e? 

.  HOLMES  :  The  hon.  and  learned 
eman  asked  me  to  what  number  of 
is  the  section  was  intended  to 
,  and  I  asked  that  he  should  put  a 
ion  in  the  usual  way  upon  the 

.  T.  M.  HEALY:  When  Sir 
e    Trevelyan     was   in    Office  he 

all  his  information  in  his  box. 
the  Government  knew  this  clause 
oming  on,  is  it  reasonable  they 

think  it  sufficient  to  say  that  it 
lar  in  effect  to  the  provision  dis- 
last  Wednesday  ?  Last  Wednes- 
)  asked  for  this  information,  and 
:)rsooth,  we  are  to  be  put  to  the 
)  of  writing  out  a  question  to  get 
information !  What  is  the  good 
ving  a  Parliamentary  Under 
ry  for  Ireland  if  he  cannot 
ph  to  Dublin  to  get  information 
I  points  as  these  ?  You  do  not 
expense,  and  I  do  think  it  is 
bio  when  you  put  a  special 
uent  on  the  Paper,  evidently  the 
f  second  thoughts,  and  not  at  all 

out    of   the  iUU  as  originally 


framed,  that  you  should  give  us  the  in- 
formation we  now  ask.  You  have  had 
plenty  of  time  to  obtain  the  information. 
We  ask  who  are  the  individuals  against 
whom  this  clause  is  iu tended  to  be  put 
in  operation  ?  We  have  considerable 
reason  to  complain  that  this  information 
is  not  forthcoming.  We  did,  at  least, 
expect  that  the  Department  of  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  would  have 
obtained  information  as  regards  these 
prisoners.  It  is  unreasonable  to  ask  us 
to  put  down  Questions  on  this  subject. 
If  we  do  put  down  Questions  we  shall 
be  attacked  for  doing  so ;  it  will  be  said 
they  are  nothing  but  obstructive  Ques- 
tions. Will  the  Government  give  us 
this  information  on  Report  ?  That  would 
be  a  fair  compromise. 

Dr.  KENNY  (Cork,  S.) :  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr.Holmes) 
would  shorten  this  discussion  if  he 
could  bring  himself  to  give  a  straight- 
forward answer  to  a  straightforward 
question.  This  is  entirely  a  matter  of 
definition.  He  says  he  has  served  notice 
on  the  defendants  in  the  recent  trials 
that  he  has  discontinued  these  proceed- 
ings. What  does  he  mean  ?  Of  course, 
we  know  the  proceedings  in  Green 
Street  are  ipso  facto  discontinued.  Will 
he  say  he  does  not  intend,  under  this 
Bill,  to  bring  further  proceedings  in  re- 
ference to  transactions  out  of  which  the 
recent  trials  arose  ?  We  should  then  be 
satisfied  with  what  he  said,  because  we 
would  understand  the  meaning  of  his 
words.  But  at  present  we  do  not  under- 
stand what  he  means.  The  Government 
talk  about  not  coercing  the  Irish.  That 
is  another  case  of  definition.  We  think 
they  are  coercing  Ireland.  By-and-bye 
in  Court  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land may  say  that  when  he  said  he  was 
going  to  discontinue  these  proceedings 
he  meant  the  true  bill  given  by  the 
Grand  Jury.  What  we  want  to  know 
is  whether  any  other  prosecutions  arising 
out  of  the  recent  transactions  will  be 
instituted  ?  If  he  will  make  that  dear 
we  shall  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  chance  :  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  appealed  to  English  Gentle- 
men, and  asked  them  to  believe  what 
he  said.  I  am  sure  they  do  believe  what 
he  said.  We  believe  it.  But  I  am  a 
lawyer.  I  have  defended  my  hon. 
Friends  in  political  trials,  and  I  know 
precisely  the  value  of  what  he  said.    I 
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ask  tho  Committee  to  note  what  he  said. 
He  couched  his  observations  in  the 
most  strict  and  accurate  legal  language, 
so  that  if  proceedings  are  taken  in  Bel- 
fast or  Antrim  against  my  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Dillon)  he  will  be  able  to  turn  to 
the  pages  of  Hansard,  and  say  he  has 
observed  the  very  letter  of  his  under- 
taking, although,  at  the  same  time,  he 
may  have  broken  the  spirit  of  it.  Now, 
he  has  said  the  proceedings  have  been 
abandoned.  I  assume  by  the  proceed- 
ings he  means  the  indictment  upon 
which  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
East  Mayo  and  his  Colleagues  were 
brought  up  in  Qreen  Street  before  a 
jury  of  County  Dublin.  We  ask  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  now  to 
state  straightforwardly  and  plainly  does 
he  mean  the  Crown  will  not  take  any 
proceedings  in  respect  to  the  transac- 
tions for  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  East  Mayo  was  indicted  ? 
I  am  entitled  to  appeal  to  English  Gen- 
tlemen in  the  House,  and  I  do  appeal  to 
them  with  confidence,  that  they  should 
insist  upon  getting  a  straightforward 
answer  to  the  very  simple  question  we 
have  put.  I  warn  hon.  Gentlemen  that 
if  they  do  not  do  this  it  will  be  in  the 
power  of  the  Crown,  without  the  slightest 
breach  of  faith,  to  indict  my  hon.  Friend 
again,  this  time  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
before  a  jury  of  Northern  landlords,  and 
in  doing  so  to  point  to  Haneard,  and 
say — **  We  have  broken  no  pledge ;  we 
did  not  continue  the  proceedings  in 
Green  Street ;  but  we  took  independent 
proceedings.''  They  did  that  at  Lough- 
rea.  They  took  certain  proceedings  by 
warrant;  then  they  served  notice  that 
the  proceedings  were  abandoned,  and 
as  soon  as  the  notice  was  served  they 
served  a  summons,  recommencing  the 
very  same  proceedings  in  the  Dublin 
Courts.  I  beg  that  hon.  Gentlemen  will 
insist  upon  an  answer  being  given  to 
our  question. 

Mb.  HOLMES :  It  is  quite  evident 
hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway  op- 
posite have  taken  up  a  position  that  no 
language  will  cause  them  to  alter.  I 
have  already  said  that  the  proceedings 
have  been  abandoned  by  the  Crown, 
and  there  is  no  intention  of  reviving 
them.  I  now  say,  further,  that  if  what 
has  been  asserted  by  hon.  Members  op- 
posite were  possible  —  namely,  that  a 
bill  against  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  based  upon  the  same 

Mr.  Chance 


transactions  could  be  sent  up  to  Eome 
other  Grand  Jury,  it  would  only  be  pos- 
sible by  virtue  of  the  grossest  breach  of 
faith.  I  have  no  intention  of  reviving 
the  proceedings,  and  I  said  the  same 
thing  half-an-hour  ago. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  116; 
Noes  233:  Majority  117.— (Div.  Liat, 
No.  230.)  [12.50  A.M.J 

Question  put,  ''That  the  Amendment, 
as  amended,  be  added  to  the  Clause." 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  227; 
Noes  118:  Majority  109.— (Div.  List, 
No.  231.)  [1.10  A.M.] 

Question  put,  ''That  Clause  5,  as 
amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  229  ; 
Noes  117 :  Majority  112.     [1-25  a.m.] 

AYES. 


Addison,  J.  E.  W. 
Agg-Gku^er,  J.  T. 
Amslie,  W.  G. 
Allsopp,  hon.  P. 
Ambrose,  W. 
Amherst,  W.  A.  T. 
Anstruther,  Colonel  B. 

H.  L. 
Ashmead-Bartlett,  E. 
Baden-Powell,  G.  S. 
Baggallay,  E. 
Bailey,  Sir  J.  R. 
Baird,  J.  G.  A. 
Balfour,  rt.  hon.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  G.  W. 
Banes,  Major  G.  E. 
Barry,  A.  H.  Smith- 
Bartley,  G.  C.  T. 
Bass,  H. 
Bates,  Sir  E. 
Baumann,  A.  A. 
Beach,  W.  W.  B. 
Beadel,  W.  J. 
Beaumont,  H.  P. 
Bentinck,  Lord  H.  0. 
Bentinck,  W.  G.  C. 
Beresford,  Lord  0.  W. 

De  la  Poer 
Bethell,     Commander 

G.R. 
Bigwood,  J. 
Birkbeck,  Sir  E. 
Blundell,    Colonel  H. 

B.H. 
Bond,  G.  H. 
Bonsor,  H.  C.  0. 
Boord,  T.  W. 
Borthwiok,  Sir  A. 
Bridgeman,  CoL  ^hon. 

P.O. 
Bristowe,  T.  L. 
Brodrick,  hon.  W.  St. 

J.  F. 
Burghley,  Lord 


Caine,  W.  S. 
Caldwell,  J. 
Campbell,  Sir  A. 
Campbell,  J.  A. 
Campbell,  R.  F.  F. 
Charrington,  8. 
Clarke,  Sir  E.  Q. 
Coghill,  D.  H. 
CommerelL  AdmL  Sir 

J.  E. 
Compton,  F. 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R. 
Corry,  Sir  J.  P. 
Cotton,  Capt.  E.  T.  D. 
Cranbome,  Visoount 
Cross,  H.  S. 
Crossman,  Qen..  Sir  W. 
Davenport,  H.  T. 
Davenport,  W.  B. 
De  Cobain,  E.  8.  W. 
De  Lisle,  £.  J.  L.  H. 

P. 
De  Worms,  Baron  H. 
Dimsdale,  Baron  B. 
Dorington,  Sir  J.  E. 
Dugdale,  J.  S. 
Dyke,  right  hon.   Sir 

W.  H. 
Eaton,  H.  W. 
Edwards-Moss,  T.  0. 
Egerton,  hon.  A.  de  T. 
Elcho,  Lord 
EUiot,  hon.  H.  F.  H. 
ElUot,  G.  W. 
Elton,  C.  I. 
Evelyn,  W.  J. 
E3nre,  Colonel  H. 
Feilden,  Lt.-Gen.  B.J. 
Fergusson,  right  hon. 

Sir  J. 
Fielden,  T. 
Finch,  G.  H. 
Finlay,  R.  B. 
FishOT,  W.  H. 


1887  Criminal Zau,  Ameninmt  {Jv^  13,  ,8871 

«*lfv/»A«MT/1      T»      TT      -r*  _  ' 


•'itzgerald,  R.  U.  P. 
''letcher,  Sir  H. 
'^keatone,  right  hon. 
Viscouiit 
brwood,  A.  B. 
owler,  Sir  R.  N. 
raser,  General  0.  C. 

athorne-Hardy,  hon. 
A.  £. 

3dge,  8. 

mt-Davifl,  R. 

b«on,  J.  G. 

IHat,  J.  S. 

Klflon,  A.  F. 

•Idsmid,  Sir  J. 

Idflwopthy,    Major- 

Jeneral  W.  T. 

rat,  i<ir  J.  E. 

ly,  C.  W. 

>en,  Sir  E. 
mston,  Viscount 
fcrian,  P.  B. 
iter,  Colonel  R. 
don,  R.  T. 
I,  C. 

3ey,  T.  P. 
ibro,  Col.  0.  J.  T. 
niton,  right  hon. 
)rd  G.  P. 
lilton.  Lord  E. 
ilton,  Col.  C.  E. 
Jury,  R.  W. 
fey,  P.  A. 
castle,  E. 
castle,  P. 
iicote,  Capt.  J.  H. 
wards- 

2rt,  hon.  8.     - 
on-Hodge,  R.  T. 
>y.  Lord  P. 
right  hon.  Lord 

Colonel  E.  8. 
^,    right   hon. 

«,  rt.  hon.  H. 
y,  W.  H. 
Jworth,  W.  H. 
,  J.  H.  0. 
rd,  B. 

3}  Colonel  E. 
E.H. 
?'.  8. 
L.  H. 
1,  F.  W. 
,  W.  L. 
i.  W. 

•  R. 

hon.  G.  T. 
-  Slaney,  Col. 


P.  H. 

arman,  right 
olonel  E.  R. 
L. 

L. 

c. 

olonel  R.  P. 
,  W.  F. 

,SirE.A.H. 


•i-<eeSy  iii, 
Leighton,  S. 

Lewisham,  right  hon. 

Viscjoant 
Llewellyn,  E.  H. 
Long,  W.  H. 
Low,  M. 

Lowther,  hon.  W. 
Lowther,  J.  W. 
Macartney,  W,  G.  E. 
Macdonald,  right  hon. 

w«  H.  A. 
Maclure,  J.  W. 
M^Calmont,  Captain  J. 
Malcolm,  Col.  /.  W. 
Mallock,  R. 
March,  Earl  of 
Mamott,  rt.  hn.  W.  T. 
Mwkelyne,  M.  H.  K. 
otory. 

Matthews,  rt.  hn.  H. 

Maxwell,  Sir  H.  E. 

Mayne,  Admiral  R.  0. 

Mildmay.  P.  B.  . 

Milvain,  T. 

More,  R.  J. 

Morgan,  hon.  P. 
Mount,  W.  G. 
}J<>jrbray,  R.  G.  C. 
MulhoUand,  H.  L 
Muntz,  P.  A. 
Murdoch,  C.  T. 
Newark,  Viscount 
Noble,  W. 

Northcote,  hon.  H.  8. 
Norton,  R. 
Paget,  Sir  R.  H. 
Felly,  Sir  L. 
Penton,  Captain  P.  T. 
Plunket,  right  hon.  D. 

R. 
Powell,  P.  8. 
Price,  Captain  G.  E. 
Kaikes,  rt.  hon.  H.  0. 
Rankin,  J. 
Reed,  H.  B. 
Ridley,  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  rt.  hn.  C.  T. 
Robertson,  J.  p.  b. 
Robinson,  B. 
RoUit,  Sir  A.  K. 
Ross,  A.  H. 
Round,  J. 
Royden,  T.  B. 
Russell,  Sir  G. 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Saunderson,  Col.  E.  J. 
Sellar,:A.  C. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W. 
Sidebottom,  T.  H. 
Sidebottom,  W. 
Smith,  rt.  hon.  W.  H. 
Smith,  A. 

Stanhope,  rt.  hon.  E. 
Stanley,  E.  J. 
Swetenham,  E, 
Sykes,  C. 
Talbot,  J.  G. 
Tapling,  T.  K. 
Temple,  Sir  R. 
Thorbum,  W.* 
ToUemaohe,  H.  J. 
Tomlinson,  W.  E.  M. 
Townsend,  P. 


I  Trottor,  H.  J. 

Verdin,  R. 

Walsh,  hon.  A.  H.  J. 

Webster,  Sir  R.  E. 

Weymouth.  Viscount 

Wharton,  J.  L. 

White,  J.  B. 

Whitley,  E. 
Whitmore,  C.  A. 
Wilson,  Sir  S. 
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Wolmer,  Viscount 
Wood,  N. 

Wortley,  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wright,  H.  S. 
Wroughton,  P. 
Young,  C.  E.  B. 

TELLEBS. 

Douglas,  A.  Akers- 
Walrond,  Col.  W.  H. 


NOES 
""ri^k"^.^-   (^^°^«-    Hkrum,E.M. 


rick,  W.) 
Acland,  A.  H.  D. 
Allison,  R.  A. 
Blane,  A. 

Broadhurst,  H. 
Burt,  T. 
Campbell,  H. 
Carew,  J.  L. 
Chance,  P.  A. 
Channing,  P.  A. 
Clancy,  J.  J. 
I  Cobb,  H.  P. 

Coleridge,  hon.  B. 
Commins,  A. 
Connolly,  L. 
Conway,  M. 

Convbeare,  C.  A.  V. 
Cnlly,  D. 
Dillon,  J. 
Dillwyn,  L.  L. 
ElUs,  J.  E. 
Ellis,  T.  E. 


Mason,  S. 
Montagu,  S. 
Morley,  A. 
NeviUe,  R. 

Nolan,  ColonelJ.  P. 

Nolan,  J. 

O'Brien,  J.  p.  X. 

O'Brien,  P. 

O'Brien,  P.  J. 

O'Connor,  A. 

O'Connor,  J.  (Kerry) 
O  Connor,  J.   (Tippe- 

rary) 
O'Connor.  T.  P. 
O'Doherty,  J.  E. 
O'Hanlon,  T. 
O'Hea.  P. 
O'Kelly,  J. 
Paulton,  J.  M. 
Pease,  A.  E. 
Pease.  H.  P. 
Pickard,  B. 


Penwick  P  Pmkerton.  J. 

Foster,  Sir  B.  W.  Price  tp 

Fox,  Dr.  J.  P.  ^^Zi^;  B 

Gaske^l,  C.  G.  Milnes.  KnKp. 


GKll,  T.  P. 
Grey,  Sir  E. 
Harrington,  E. 
Hayden,  L.  P. 
Hayne,  C.  Seale- 
Healy,  M. 
Healy,  T.  M. 
Holden,  L 
Hooper,  J. 

Hunter,  W.  A. 

Jacoby,  J.  A. 

James,  C.  H. 

Joicey,  J. 

Kennedy,  E.  J. 

Kenny,  C.  S. 

Kenny,  J.  E. 

Kenny,  M.  J. 

Labouchere,  H. 

Lawson,  Sir  W. 

Lawson,  H.  L.  W, 

Lewis,  T.  P. 
Macdonald,  W.  A. 
Mac  NeiU,  J.  G.  S. 
M* Arthur,  A. 
M^Arthur,  W.  A. 
M'Cartan,  AI. 
McCarthy,  J. 
McDonald,  P. 
M'Lagan,  P. 
Maitland,  W.  P 


Pyne,  J.  D. 
Quinn,  T. 
Redmond,  J.  E. 
Redmond,  W.  H.  K. 
Rendel,  S. 
Roberts,  J. 
Roberts,  J.  B. 
Rowlands,  J. 
Rowhinds,  W.  B. 
Sexton,  T. 
Shaw,  T. 
Sheehan,  J.  D. 
Smith,  S. 
Stack,  J. 

Stanhope,  hon.  P.  J. 
Stuart,  J. 
SuUivan,  D. 
Sullivan,  T.  D. 
Tanner,  C.  K. 
Thomas.  A. 
Tuite,  J. 
Wallace,  R. 
Watt,  H. 
Williams,  A.  J. 
Williamson,  J. 
Wilson,  H.  J. 
Wilson,  L 
Yeo,  P.  A. 

TELLERS. 


Marioribinks',  ri.  hon.    Biggar.Ta 
^'  Shell,  E. 


ISixtetnth  Night.'] 
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Motion  made,  and  Qupslion,  **That 
the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again/'  put,  and  agreed 
to. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow. 

CRIMINAL  LAW  AMENDMENT  (IRE- 
LAND) [EXPENSES]. 
COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed) 
"  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  other  night  I  asked  a 
distinct  question  as  to  the  expenses 
arising  under  this  Bill.  It  was  provided 
by  the  sab-section  which  has  been 
struck  out  that  if  a  man  was  taken  over 
to  England,  all  his  expenses  and  those 
of  his  witnesses,  counsel,  and  so  on 
would  be  paid.  I  have  already  pointed 
out  that  England  is  much  nearer  to 
some  parts  of  Ireland  than  some  parts  of 
Ireland,  such  as  Belfast,  are  to  Kerry 
and  Cork.  I  must  say  that  if  a  man 
engages  a  solicitor  or  a  counsel  in  one 
county,  or  in  one  Circuit,  and  the  venue 
of  the  trial  is  changed  to  a  division  or 
a  county,  or  a  district  where  the  solicitor 
or  counsel  does  not  practise,  the  result 
is  to  inflict  on  the  accused  person  the 
necessity  of  paying  fees  to  a  second 
counsel  and  engaging  a  second  solicitor. 
And  it  is  not  only  a  question  of  the  ex- 
pense involved.  When  a  person  re- 
quiring legal  advice  is  in  prison,  the 
solicitor  has  either  himself  to  visit  him 
or  to  send  his  derk,  and  thereby  he  ob- 
tains the  confidence  of  the  prisoner.  If 
you  change  the  venue  to  some  distant 
place— say,  Belfast — you  throw  the  pri- 
soner into  the  hands  of  a  solicitor  of, 
perhaps,  a  totally  different  character. 
Perhaps  the  solicitor  has  found  the 
counsel.  It  is  perfectly  notorious  that 
counsel  pocket  all  the  fees  they  get, 
whether  they  have  earned  them  or  not. 
Perhaps  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  and 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Holmes)  will  not  deny  that  proposition. 
It  would  bo  a  very  great  hardship  to 
the  prisoner  if  he  was  obliged  to  fee  a 
second  counsel.  I^will  further  say  that 
I  do  not  see  for  one  moment  why  the 


counsel  or  the  solicitors  of  a  particular 
Circuit  ought  to  be  Boycotted  in  favour 
of  the  Orange  attorneys  and  barristers 
of  the  North  of  Ireland.  I  say  this  with 
some  feeling.  You  will  change  the 
venues  to  the  North  of  Ireland,  and 
thereby  Boycott  the  entire  Circuits  of 
Leinster,  Connaught,  and  Munster.  We 
are  entitled,  I  think,  to  base  a  distinct 
understanding  on  this  question  before 
we  allow  the  House  to  go  into  Commit- 
tee. I  am  not  at  all  in  favour  of  giving 
the  existing  Law  Officers  any  bigger 
salaries,  and  I  see  no  necessity  for  going 
into  Committee  if  it  is  only  for  granting 
them  these  little  consolations. 

Mb.  chance  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  I  rise 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  pointing  out 
that  whilst  power  is  to  be  taken  for  pro- 
viding for  the  expenses  and  personal 
charges  of  counsel  and  witnesses  solici- 
tors are  to  be  omitted  altogether.  I  beg 
to  ask  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  it 
will  be  competent  for  me  to  move  an 
Amendment  on  this  subject  in  Commit- 
tee, or  whether  it  is  necessary  to  pro- 
pose an  Instruction  now  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  The  same  question  as  that 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
North  Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy) 
raises  now  was  brought  forward  the 
other  evening  in  Committee  on  the  Bill, 
and  I  then  gave  the  answer  which  I 
must  now  repeat — namely,  that  we  pro- 
pose to  pay  all  the  costs  which  the  pri- 
soner or  accused  person  will  be  put  to 
by  reason  of  the  change  of  venue,  and 
that  this  will  be  done  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple as  was  adopted  in  the  case  of  the 
Act  of  1882.  I  can  say,  of  my  own 
knowledge,  that  under  the  Act  of  1882 
the  provision  was  carried  out  fairly  and 
liberally,  as  far  as  I  could  judge,  and  I 
am  not  aware  that  any  single  complaint 
was  made.  [Mr.  T.  M.  Healt  :  I  com- 
plained myself.]  I  will  just  explain 
what  I  consider  a  reasonable  case  of 
change  of  venue.  Supposing  a  prisoner 
is  arrested  in  the  County  of  Cork,  I 
admit  it  is  a  reasonable  thing  that  he 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  consult- 
ing a  solicitor  in  that  county.  Now,  if 
the  venue  is  subsequently  changed  to 
some  place  upon  another  Circuit— say, 
for  instance,  to  Waterford— I  think  it 
would  be  a  reasonable  thing  that  a  soli- 
citor who  goes  from  Cork  to  Waterford 
should  receive  the  proper  fee  payable 
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to  a  solicitor  for  (?oing  from  one  county 
to  another.  But  if  the  yenue  is  ohanp^ed, 
as,  under  most  circumstances,  it  will  be 
changed,  to  the  Waterf ord  Assizes,  there 
are  very  competent  counsel  going  on 
that  Circuit,  and  the  solicitor  only  en- 
gages his  counsel  when  they  come  upon 
Circuit.  If  the  venue  had  been  changed 
to  England,  we  considered  that  it  was 
desirable  that  the  prisoners  should  have 
the  advantage  of  obtaining  the  assist- 
ance of  counsel  whom  the  Irish  solicitor 
might  consult.    The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  suggests  that  the  venue  might 
be  changed  after  the  jury  is  empannelled. 
I  can  quite  understand  that  it  would  be 
improper,  under  such  circumstances,  to 
deprive  a  man  of  the  counsel  who  had 
been  briefed,  and  who  knew  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case.     I   know  that 
under  the  Act  of  1882,  where  arrange- 
ments were  made  to  bring  such  a  counsel 
to   the  changed    venue — [Mr.   T.    M. 
Healy  :  He  would  be  paid  r  J  He  would 
be  paid.    That  was  done  under  similar 
clauses  in  1882.     The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  appears  to  assume  that  all  these 
cases  are  to  be  transferred  to  Belfast. 
Now,  under  the  Act  of  1882,  there  was 
no  change  of  venue  from  the  South  of 
Ireland  to  Ulster.     There  were  cases  in 
rrhich  the  venue  was    changed    from 
[Jlster  to  other  parts  of  Ireland,  but  not 
rom  the  South  to  Ulster.     The  cases 
hat  would  be  transferred  to  the  North 
rould    naturally   be    very  exceptional 
%aea.     As  to  the  point  raised   by  the 
on.  Member  for  South  Kilkenny  (Mr. 
hanoe),  the  solicitors  are  covered  by 
le  words  of  the  clause. 
Mb.  speaker  :   In  answer  to  the 
testion  which  was  put  to  me  by  the 
n.  Member  for  South  Kilkenny,  I  cer- 
nly  think  that  the  Besolution  to  be 
>po6ed  in  Committee  would  cover  the 
lenses  which  would  be  thought  proper 
solicitors. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Tatteb  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
[otion  made,  and' Question  proposed, 

rhat  it  is  expedient  to  aathorise  the  pay- 
,  out  'of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Par- 
nt,  of  any  allowances  that  may  be  made, 
'Expenses  that  may  be  incurred,  under  the 
^ions  of  any  Act  of  the  present  Session 
iko  bettor  provision  for  the  prevention 
unishment  of  Crime  in  Ireland." — {Mr, 
Salfot*r .) 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEA.LY  (Longford,  N.) : 
In  the  main  I  think  the  answer  given 
by  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
to  my  questions  before  going  into  Com- 
mittee was  satisfactory ;  but  what  I 
wish  to  ask  is  whether  rules  will  ba 
made  and  hung  up  in  the  prisons,  so 
that  the  prisoners  may  understand  what 
they  are  entitled  to  claim?  When  a 
prisoner  is  subjected  to  change  of 
venue,  the  least  we  can  ask  is  that  such 
rules  shall  be  made,  and  that  he  shall 
be  able  to  understand  the  purport  of 
them.  I  have  known  of  many  cases  of 
prisoners  pleading  guilty,  simply  because 
they  could  not  afford  to  keep  their  wit- 
nesses any  longer.  Anyone  who  will 
ask  the  Judge  or  the  counsel  who  at- 
tended the  Winter  Assizes  of  1881  in 
Cork  will  learn  that  the  witnesses  for 
some  of  the  prisoners  spent  their  Christ- 
mas in  the  workhouse,  because  money 
was  not  forthcoming  to  maintain  them, 
and  the  prisoners  were  afterwards 
obliged  to  plead  guilty  because  the  wit- 
nesses could  not  be  kept  any  longer 
in  Cork.  I  heard  a  similar  complaint 
about  a  case  at  the  Assizes  in  the 
town  of  Omagh.  What,  then,  would  be 
the  case  when  witnesses  have  to  be 
sent  from  Kerry  or  Cork  to  Ulster,  hun- 
dreds of  miles  away?  How  can  an 
unfortunate  prisoner  find  the  railway 
fare  for  his  witnesses  from  Cork  to 
Belfast,  or,  it  may  be,  to  Dublin?  I 
may  be  told  that  he  has  only  to  give  the 
names  of  his  witnesses  to  the  Solicitor 
for  the  Crown.  Well,  what  would  be 
the  result  ?  They  would,  every  one  of 
them,  be  examined  by  a  Eesident  Magis- 
trate under  the  1st  clause  of  the  Bill. 
Now  that  that  section  has  been  passed 
I  cannot  conceive  the  possibiUty  of  any 
accused  person  escaping  conviction,  how- 
ever innocent  he  may  be.  With  this  Act 
in  your  hands  you  might  charge  the 
Archbishop  of  Dublin  with  the  Phoenix 
Park  murders,  and  I  would  imdertake  to 
convict  him  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye 
with  the  aid  of  a  packed  Dublin  or 
Ulster  jury.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  has  stated  that  the 
majority  of  cases  will  not  be  brought  to 
Belfast.  That  may  be  true  when  there 
is  no  political  question  involved;  but 
will  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man give  us  an  undertaking  that  if  they 
are  brought  to  Belfast  the  speoial  ex- 
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pen 808  of  counsel  will  be  provided  ?  It 
18  no  good,  as  a  general  rule,  for  any 
Catholic  counsel  to  go  to  Belfast,  and 
hence  the  Bar  there  is  almost  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  a  particular  section.  Of 
course,  a  few  Oatholics  are  now  going 
the  Northern  Circuit;  but  it  is  not 
worth  the  while  of  most  to  do  so.  I 
had  a  case  the  other  day  myself,  and  I 
gave  it  to  an  Orangeman  to  adyise 
upon,  because  I  was  quite  sure  that  the 
integrity  of  the  Bar  was  to  be  relied 
on.  [^Miniaierial  eheera,']  Tes ;  that  may 
be  very  well  when  you  have  educated 
men  concerned ;  but  the  poor  prisoners 
will  not  think  so.  You  must  assume 
that  among  the  prisoners  there  will  be 
one  innocent  man.  That  is  not  a  very 
large  assumption.  Well,  for  the  sake 
of  that  one  innocent  man  I  do  think 
that  we  should  adopt  some  precautions. 
I  think  that  when  a  counsel  has  to  travel 
from  Kerry  to  Ulster  the  least  that  can 
be  asked  is  that  his  expenses  should  be 
paid. 

Mb.  holmes  :  The  clause  in  the  Bill 
contemplates  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Treasury,  should 
make  rules  from  time  to  time.  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that  I  cannot  assent  to  the  rest  of 
what  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  says. 
It  amounts  to  this — that  if  there  is  a 
change  of  venue  to  Belfast  there  are  to 
be  special  fees.  I  cannot  consent  to  that. 
It  would  be  perfectly  unnecessary  when 
upon  a  Circuit  like  the  Northern  Circuit, 
where  there  are,  perhaps,  50  or  60  men 
who  honourably  carry  on  the  profession 
of  the  Bar.  I  must  protest  against  the 
idea  that  amongst  those  50  or  60  men 
you  could  not  find  any  who  would  act 
with  integrity.  [Mr.  T.  M.  Hbaly  :  I 
have  said  the  reverse.]  I  must  protest 
against  the  idea  that  there  are  not  to  be 
found  on  the  Northern  Circuit  counsel  of 
the  same  ability  as  gentlemen  in  other 
parts  of  Ireland. 

Mb.  chance  :  The  reference  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
is,  I  presume,  to  a  case  in  which  an  old 
friend  of  the  Treasury  Bench  was  plain- 
tiff for  the  Government  and  Mr.  William 
O'Brien  was  defendant.  It  happened 
that  I  was  solicitor  for  the  defendant, 
and  I  remember  I  had  to  take  down 
counsel  and  to  pay  the  ordinary  special 
retainer.  Some  distinction  should  be 
made  in  such  cases.  No  doubt  l^e  ser- 
vices of  excellent  counsel  can  be  obtained 
who  practise  in  the  locality ;  but  wit- 
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nesses  will  not  submit  themselves  satis- 
factorily to  the  examination  by  counsel 
as  to  whom  they  know  nothing,  of  whom 
they  hear  that  he  is  an  Orangeman,  and 
so  forth,  and  who  they  may  see  on  an- 
other day  prosecuting  one  of  their  own 
Party.  But  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  said  nothing  aboat 
the  expenses  of  witnesses.  He  did  not 
tell  us  whether  counsel  will  have  to  dis* 
close  the  names  of  witnesses  first  before 
any  arrangement  will  be  made  as  to 
expenses.  We  require  some  pledge 
that  the  Crown,  having  obtained  the 
names  of  witnesses  thus,  will  not,  ai 
has  been  often  done,  go  to  the  witnesses 
and  bully,  badger,  and  threaten  them 
in  order  to  get  them  to  g^ve  evidence 
for  the  prosecution.  This  is  a  most  un- 
desirable state  of  affairs;  the  Crown 
ought  not  to  interfere  in  this  way,  and 
it  ought  to  be  rendered  impossible  to  do 
so.  We  want  assurance  that,  the  names 
having  been  submitted  to  the  down 
Solicitor,  that  shall  not  take  place  which 
undoubtedly  has  taken  place ;  that  some 
constable  or  sub  constable  shall  not  at- 
tempt to  work  up  the  case  for  the  pro- 
secution by  getting  at  the  witnesses  for 
the  defence  under  the  stimulus  of  the 
reward  their  zeal  may  g^in. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork):  I 
respectfully  ask  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  to  give  some  reply 
on  the  point  to  which  his  attention  has 
been  called  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  North  Longford.  It  is 
really  the  most  important  of  the  three 
points  that  have  been  raised,  and  one 
that  will  have  to  be  fought  oat  either 
now  or  at  a  later  stage.  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  said  that  the 
administration  of  the  Crimes  Act  in  the 
past  was  such  that  no  complaint  could 
fairly  be  made ;  but  I  think  if  he  had 
consulted  the  counsel  for  the  prisoners 
he  would  gather  a  very  different  aooount. 
It  is  within  my  own  knowledge  and  mj 
experience  at  Winter  Assizes  that  on 
the  point  of  the  expenses  of  witnesses 
prisoners  have  grave  causes  of  com- 
plaint. Several  such  oases  have  been 
referred  to,  and  others  have  come  nnder 
my  personal  knowledge  in  which  wit- 
nesses brought  up  from  Kerry  to  Cork 
have  been  kept  hanging  about  day  after 
day  waiting  for  the  trial  in  which  thej 
were  concerned  to  come  on,  until  they 
have  had  actually  to  go  to  the  poor 
house,  night  after  night,  to  get  their 
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food  and  lodging,  owing  to  tbe  want  of 
means  of  the  prisoner  to  sustain  them. 
Of  coarse,  the  natural  result  is  that  the 
bulk  of  the  witnesses  have  to  go  away 
before  the  trial  conies  on,  and  the  un- 
fortunate prisoner  is  left  with  a  very 
small  portion  of  the  evidence  he  was 
prepared  to  bring  forward.     The  rule 
of  the  Crown  SoUoitor  is  this — I  have 
had  experience  of  it  over  and  over  again 
— that,    as    sometimes    the  Court  dis- 
allow the  expenses   of   a   witness  be- 
cause his  evidence  has  been  shown  to 
be  false,  the  Crown  Solicitor  proceeds 
on  the  assumption  that  this  is  always 
going  to  be  the  case,  and  will  pay  no 
expenses  until  the  trial  is  over.    Now, 
having  regard  to    the    fact    that    the 
Winter  Assizes  sometimes  last  a  long 
time,  it  is  a  great  hardship,  when  a 
prisoner  is  tried  20,  SO,  or  40  miles  from 
his  home,  for  him,  if  not  in  prison,  to 
maintain  himself,   and   in  many  cases 
his  witnesses,  during  a  long  and  uncer- 
tain interval  of  waiting.    If  criminal 
cases  were  taken    in   any  consecutive 
order  like  the  processes  at  Sessions,  he 
might  calculate  when  his  trial  was  likely 
to  come  on,  and  not  bring  up  his  wit- 
nesses until  they  were  likely  to  be  re- 
quired;  but  the  Crown  officials  bring 
on  the  cases  when  and  how  they  please ; 
they  give  no  notice ;  and  if  the  prisoner's 
witnesses  are  not  there  at  the  minute  it 
is  decided  to  go  on,  the  chances  are  the 
case  will  be  heard  without  them.    The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  says 
this  is  a  matter  to  be  dealt  with  by  rule 
rather  than  by  direct  enactment ;  but  we 
ask  for  some  undertaking  that  when  the 
Xiord  Lieutenant  proceeds  to  make  the 
rules,  which,  of  course,  will  be  done 
tliroagh  his  Legal  Advisers  in  Dublin 
Castle,  he  will  so  draw  those  rules  that 
fiome  justice  shall  be  done  to  the  pri- 
soner; that  he  will  not  keep  up  this 
barbarous  and  grossly  unfair  practice  of 
treating  prisoners,  so  that,  in  nine  oases 
out  of  10,  the  prisoner  is  driven  to  great 
straits  to  keep  his   witnesses,    and  is 
sometimes  obUged  to  go  to  trial  without 
bliem. 

Mr.  holmes  :  I  have  already  said 
;Iiat  the  expenses  of  bringing  witnesses 
o  the  place  to  which  the  venue  is 
ilia.iiged  will  be  borne  by  the  Crown, 
kxxd  as  to  keeping  them  while  there  that 
9  A  matter  that  must  be  dealt  with  by 
x&les,  which  rules  will  be  framed  so  that 
ixertice  shall  be  done.    I  do  not  mean  to 


say  that  expenses  can  be  advanced  for 
every  possible  witness ;  there  must  be  a 
certain  amount  of  examination  in  each 
instance  before  that  is  done.  I  am  sure 
hon.  Gentlemen  will  see  the  fairness  of 
that.  I  cannot  give  any  pledge  as 
meaning  that  no  Crown  official  shall 
address  a  witness  for  the  defence  in  re- 
ference to  any  particular  case.  I  might 
as  well  say  that  a  prisoner  or  his  solicitor 
has  no  right  to  speak  to  a  Crown  witness ; 
of  course  there  is  the  right.  So  far 
as  the  expenses  of  witnesses  who  are 
obliged  to  go  to  the  place  to  which  the 
venue  is  changed,  that  will  be  borne  by 
the  Crown,  and  so  also  as  to  the  expenses 
of  keeping  them  there,  and  this  will  be 
according  to  rules  to  prevent  abuses  and 
to  secure  that  justice  shall  be  done. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  And  will  the 
cases  be  in  an  alphabetical  list  ? 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  aathorise  the 
payment,  out  of  moneys  to  he  provided  hy 
Parliament,  of  any  allowances  that  may  he 
made,  and  Expenses  that  may  he  incurred, 
under  the  provisions  of  any  Act  of  the  present 
Session  to  make  hetter  provision  for  the  pre- 
vention and  punishment  of  Crime  in  Ireland. 

Besolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow, 

PLACES  OF  WORSHIP  (SITES)  BILL. 

{Mr.  J,  B.  ElliSf  Mr.  Broadhurat,  Mr.  Borlatiy 

Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  M' Arthur,  Mr.  Henry  Wilson.) 

[bill  5.]      SECOND   BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Mk.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottinghaoi,  Rush- 
diffe) :  I  need  hardly  say  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  detain  the  House  at  this 
hour — 2.10  a.m. — with  a  speech  in  sup- 
port of  this  Bill.  It  was  introduced 
some  years  ago  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Nottingham  (Mr.  Broadhurst),  and 
discussions  were  taken  upon  it  in  1884-5. 
Last  year  it  was  placed  in  my  hands, 
when  my  hon.  Friend  became  Under 
Secretary  to  the  Home  Department,  and 
it  passed  its  second  reading  without  any 
Division.  I  hope  I  may  appeal  to  the 
Government  not  to  throw  any  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  the  second  reading  now.  It 
is  a  simple  and  a  small  measure,  having 
for  its  object  the  giving  facilities  for  the 
acquisition  of  sites  for  places  of  public 
worship.  It  contains  11  clauses  and 
provisions  by  which  persons  belonging 
to  any  religious  denomination  can  obtain 
compulsori]y  by  a  certain  procedure  set 
forth  land  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
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church  or  chapel.  There  are  many  dis- 
tricts where  such  persons  are  placed  at 
g^eat  disadvantage  by  reason  of  land- 
owners refusing  to  sell  for  the  purpose, 
and  this  Bill  is  to  place  all  denominations 
in  possession  of  an  advantage  now  pos- 
sessed by  one  particular  demomination — 
the  Church  of  England.  I  am  sure 
there  will  be  a  general  disposition  that 
power  possessed  by  one  denomination 
should  apply  to  all.  Strictly  adhering 
to  my  promise  not  to  make  a  speech  at 
this  late  hour  I  now  move  the  second 
reading. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (J/r.  J,  E,  Ellis,) 

Mr.  J.  Q.  TALBOT  (Oxford  Uni- 
versity) :  I  do  not  propose  to  follow  the 
example  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Eushcliffe  Division  of  Nottingham  f  Mr. 
J.  E.  Ellis)  and  not  discuss  the  principle 
of  this  Bill,  and  so,  I  think,  I  have 
sufficient  justification  for  the  course  I 
propose  to  take  to  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate.  There  is  a  simple  reason 
and  a  conclusive  one ;  the  Bill  explained 
in  a  very  moderate  speech  by  the  hon. 
Member,  who  affirms  that  its  principle  is  a 
moderate  one,  really  does  go  a  very  great 
way  in  the  direction  of  confiscation.  It 
proposes  to  take  property,  whether  the 
owner  wishes  it  or  not,  for  what  is  called 
public  purposes,  though  I  am  not  quite 
sure  that  it  can  be  maintsdned  it  is  for  a 
public  purpose.  But  this  is  not  a  ques- 
tion we  can  argue  now,  and  at  this  late 
hour  I  believe  I  shall  be  consulting  the 
convenience  of  the  House  by  moving 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
^{,Mr.  J,  G.  Talbot) 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Nottingham, 
W.) :  I  do  not  know  who  is  in  charge  of 
the  Party  opposite.  I  do  not  see  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
House  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) ;  but  whoever 
is  in  command  of  the  army,  or  exercises 
control  in  the  ranks  opposite,  I  sincerely 
hope  that  he  will  use  his  influence  to  in- 
duce the  hon.  Gentleman  to  withdraw 
the  Motion  just  made.  The  subject  this 
Bill  deals  with  is  a  perfectly  simple  one 
and  is,  I  think,  well  understood  by  every 
Member  in  the  House,  and  it  has  fre- 
quently been  debated  in  the  House.  It 
is  but  a  simple  act  of  justice  to  confer  on 
Nonconformists  the  same  privileges  as 
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are  now  possessed  by  the  Church  in  re- 
gard to  acquiring  space  for  places  of 
worship.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  Go- 
vernment, having  appropriated  all  the 
time  of  the  House  for  purposes  of  their 
own,  will  not  crush  out  this  little  attempt 
at  legislation,  but  will  allow  the  Oppo- 
sition this  crumb  of  comfort  of  haviog 
obtained  the  second  reading  of  a  measure 
that  excites  the  greatest  interest  through- 
out the  country  among  persons  of  both 
Parties,  for  this  is  by  no  means  a  pohd- 
cal  Bill.  It  is  simply  to  confer  on  Non- 
conformists a  position  of  equality  with 
that  possessed  by  Ohurchm^i.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Matthews)  appears  to  look  as  though  he 
has  taken  the  position  of  Leader  oppo- 
site. I  appeal  to  him  to  induce  his  sup- 
porter to  withdraw  this  unreasonable 
Motion,  and  allow  us  to  take  a  decision 
on  the  Bill.  If  the  Government  do  not 
think  proper  to  do  that,  I  sincerely  hope 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the 
Rushcliffe  Division  (Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis)  will 
take  a  Division  on  the  adjournment,  and 
we  will  count  that  as  a  Second  Reading 
Division. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Gal way,  N.):  I 
will  only  remind  the  House  that  I 
originally  brought  in  a  Bill  of  this  kind 
for  Ireland,  and  I  may  say  the  whole  of 
Ireland  wants  it  just  as  much  as  do  the 
Nonconformists  of  England.  I  will  not 
detain  the  House  now  ;  but  I  do  think 
it  is  shockingly  unfair  to  adopt  this 
means  of  defeating  a  Bill  of  this  kind. 
We  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  a  little 
good  after  passing  whole  nights  in  un- 
profitable discussion  of  the  Crimes  BilL 
Here  we  have  a  pennyworth  of  whole- 
some bread  to  the  ''  intolerable  deal  of 
sack  "  we  have  been  spilling  so  freely, 
and  we  are  met  with  a  motion  for  ad- 
journment !  I  will  only  say  the  Bill  is 
very  much  wanted  in  Ireland,  and  I  hope 
the  Gk>vernment  will  take  some  step  \i^ 
check  the  misdirected  zeal  of  their 
followers. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  I  do  not  think  that  anyone  on 
the  other  side  can  complain  of  taking 
the  Bill  at  this  hour,  considering  that 
every  available  moment  of  what  may  be 
called  reasonable  time  is  employed  bj 
the  Government  for  another  purpose. 
We  are  perfectly  justified  in  availing 
ourselves  of  such  a  chance  as  this  when 
we  get  it.    If  you  are  afraid  of  this  Bill 
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then  Mf  so  fairly  aad  boldly ;  do  not  en- 
dearODi  to  get  rid  of  it  by  a  aide  wind. 
I  agiee  with  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Nottingham  (Mr.  Broadhurat)  if  tre  are  to 
baTeaDiyisioatheuthatDiTiaionBhallbe 
considered  as  a  Second  Beading  Divieion. 
I  should  not  have  risen  to  say  one  word 
in  Bup[H)rt  of  tho  measure  if  it  had  not 
been  for  a  remark  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  University  of  Oxford  (Mr.  J.  G. 
Talbot),  who  said  he  doubta  whether  this 
Bill  has  to  do  with  public  purposes. 
Well,  it  is  usually  considered  that  the 
religion  of  the  country  might  well  fall 
under  the  definition  of  public  purposes, 
and  I  fail  to  see  why  the  religion  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  population  is  less  a 
public  object  than  that  of  one  particu- 
lar denomination.     We  are  met  by  the 

cry  of  confiscation.     I  will  only 

Hs.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order !  The 
Motion  before  the  House  is  the  Motion 
for  the  Adjournment  of  the  Debate. 

Mb.  OONYBEAEE  :  Very  well,  Sir. 
I  quite  understand  it  is  impossible,  under 
the  drcumstancee,  to  meet  the  objections 
tile  hon.  Gentleman  has  urged  against 
the  Bill.  It  only  shows  how  exceedingly 
inconvenient— I  will  even  say  how  un- 
jnat — such  a  Motion  is,  especially  when 
the  hon.  Gentleman  made  a  speech 
against  the  Bill  before  he  concluded  with 
his  Motion  for  Adjournment. 
■  Mb.  a.  M'AKTHUK  (Leicester):  I 
hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Oxford  University  (Mr.  J.  G.  Tal- 
bot) will  not  press  bis  Motion.  Some 
of  as  have  been  waiting  here  eight  or  ten 
hoars  for  this  Bill  to  come  on,  because 
we  understood  it  was  to  come  on,  there 
being  no  strong  objection  to  it,  nor 
could  there  be,  for  it  is  a  most  reasonable 
Bill,  It  is  brief,  the  clauses  are  few,  and 
ODca  the  second  reading  is  passed  we 
should  dispose  of  it  quickly.  I  hops  it 
will  not  be  postponed  in  this  indirect 
manner.  If  there  is  to  be  a  Division  at 
all,  let  it  be  upon  the  Bill  itself. 

Mb.  CAINE  (Barrow-in-Furness) :  I 
join  in  the  appeal  to  hon.  Members  op- 
posite to  allow  us  to  take  a  Division  on 
the  second  reading.  I  think  the  fact 
that  the  Order  is  not  blocked,  that  there 
is  no  Notice  of  objection  put  down,  will 
justify  us  in  pressing  the  desire  in  which 
I  heartily  join  to  take  a  Division  on  this 
itage  of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  I  will  not  stand  between  the 
Elouee  and  a  Division  for  more  than 


second  or  two,  but  I  must  express  my 
regret  that  no  Gentleman  from  the  Trea- 
sury Bench  seems  to  be  in  a  position  to 
state  what  is  the  attitude  of  the  Goyem- 
ment  towards  this  Bill.  I  do  not  say 
that  as  desiring  to  find  fault;  but  I  think 
this  is  a  question  on  which  we  have  a 
right  to  ask  the  opinion  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  know  that  many  of  my  con- 
stituents who  do  not  belong  to  the  same 
lersuasion  as  myself  are  deeply  inte- 
ested,  and  it  does  not  raise  any  Party 
issues.  As  to  the  time  of  the  morning, 
I  do  not  think  there  is  much  force  in 
that  objection,  for — and  I  do  not  refer  to 
that  now  in  any  controversial  spirit — we 
know  that  all  the  time  of  the  House  is 
taken  by  the  Government  for  Business 
they  consider  necessary ;  and,  unless  a 
Bill  of  this  kind  comes  forward  at  aa 
hour  such  as  this,  there  is  no  opportunity 
of  discussing  it  at  all.  But,  lato  as  it  is, 
we  have  a  fall  House.  I  have  rarely 
seen  so  large  anattendauceathatf-past2 
in  the  morning,  and  from  appearances 
there  does  not  seem  the  smalles!:  reason 
for  supposing  that  either  Party  is  taken 
at  a  disadvantage ;  certainly  the  Party 
to  which  my  hon.  Friend  belongs  has 
no  advantage  in  numbers  over  his  oppo- 
nent. But,  from  personal  experience,  I 
think  hon.  Ifembers  opposite  are  much 
more  inclined  to  take  an  impartial  view 
of  questions  at  this  hour  than  they  are 
earlier  in  the  Sitting.  On  one  or  two 
occasions  when  we  have  had  another  Bill 
before  the  House,  wo  have  found  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  willing  to  desert 
their  own  Friends  and  support  a  Bill  on 
the  Liberal  programme.  I  hope,  when 
the  Division  is  called,  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  will  be  true  to  the 
assurances  they  have  given,  and  assist 
us  to  remove  a  small  remnant  of  religious 
bigotry  that  does  not  commend  itself  to 
the  mind  of  any  reasonable,  tolerant  man. 
Mh.  0.  V.  MOHGAN  (Battersea) :  I 
wish  to  join  in  the  appeal  that  the 
Motion  may  be  withdrawn.  This  is  a 
Bill  in  which  many  of  my  constituents 
are  very  much  interested,  and  I  happen 
to  know  one  instance  where  a  congrega- 
tion found  it  absolutely  impossible  to 
get  the  land  to  build  a  place  of  worship. 
They  made  application  for  land,  but  the 
owner  held  ditferent  religious  opinions, 
and  absolutely  refused  to  sell  for  the 
purpose.  I  know  that  a  feeling  also 
exists  in  favour  of  the  Bill  in  the  neigh- 
bouring parish  of  Olapham,  the  hon. 
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Member  for  which  constituency  showed 
a  readiness  to  second  the  Motion  for 
Adjournment.  At  half-past  1 1  to-night 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wandsworth  asked 
me  to  pair  with  him,  and  I  agreed, 
making  an  exception  in  favour  of  this 
Bill,  and  it  would  be  hard  and  unjust  to 
many  of  us  who  have  waited  for  the 
same  purpose  if  the  Bill  were  shelved 
by  adjournment. 

Mb.  BYEON  EEED  (Bradford,  E.)  : 
I  rise  simply  for  the  purpose  of  appeal- 
ing to  the  hon.  Member  for  Oxford  Uni- 
versity (Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot)  and  to  Her 
Majesty's  Q-ovemment  not  to  insist  on 
the  Motion  for  Adjournment,  but  to 
allow  us  to  decide  on  the  second  read- 
ing. I  think  it  would  be  an  advantage 
to  the  House  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  in  charge  of  the  Bill  were 
allowed  to  go  on  with  the  discussion 
to-night,  and  for  us  to  devote  a  brief 
space  to  the  discussion  of  its  principle. 
I,  personally,  have  no  wish  to  take  any 
action  that  would  lead  to  delaying  the 
Billy  but  I  know  on  this  side  there  is  a 
strong  feeling  of  objection  to  the  mea- 
sure, and  some  of  us  are  prepared  to 
debate  it  on  its  merits  if  the  opportunity 
is  given  either  to-night  or  on  some  other 
occasion.  I  appeal  now  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to  withdraw  the  Motion  for 
Adjournment. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  160  ;  Noes 
130  :  Majority  80.  [2.30  a.m.] 

AYES. 


Ainslie,  "W.  G. 
Ambrose,  W. 
Amherst.  W.  A.  T. 
Anstruther,  Colonel  B. 

H.L. 
Ashmead-Bartlett,  E. 
Baden-Powell,  G.  8. 
Ba^gallay,  E. 
Bailey,  Sir  J.  R. 
Balfour,  G.  W. 
Bass,  H. 
Bates,  Sir  E. 
Baamann,  A.  A. 
Beach,  W.  W.  B. 
Beadel,  W.  J. 
Bentinck,  Lord  H.  C. 
Bentinck,  W.  G.  0. 
Beresford,  Lord  C  W. 

Be  la  Peer 
Bethell,  Ck>mmanderG. 

R. 
Bigwood,  J. 
Birkbeck,  Sir  E. 
Blundell,  CoL  H.  B.  H. 
Bond,  G.  H. 


Bonsor,  H.  C.  O. 
Borthwick,  Sir  A. 
Biidgeman,  Col.  hon. 

F.  C. 
BristowOjT.  L. 
Brodrick,  hon.  "W.  St. 

J.F. 
Borghley,  Lord 
Campbeii,  J.  A. 
Chamngton,  S. 
Clarke,  Sir  E.  G. 
Commerell,  Adml.  Sir 

J.E. 
Compton,  F. 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R. 
Corry,  Sir  J.  P. 
Cotton,  Capt.  E.  T.  D, 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cross,  H.  S. 
Davenport,  H.  T. 
Davenport,  W.  B. 
De  Cobain,  E.  S.  W. 
De  Lisle,  E.  J.  L.  M.  P. 
De  Worms,  Baron  H. 
Dimsdale,  I3arun  R. 


Mr.  0.  V.  Morgan 


Dorington,  Sir  J.  E. 
Douglas,  A.  Akers- 
Dyke,  right  hon.   Sir 

W.  H. 
Eaton,  H.  W. 
Edwards-Moss,  T.  C. 
Egerton,  hon.  A.  de  T. 
Elcho,  Lord 
Elton,  C.  I. 
Feilden,    Lieut. -Gen. 

R.  J. 
Ferg^sson,  right  hon. 

Sir  J. 
Fielden,  T. 
Finch,  G.  H. 
Fisher,  W.  H. 
Fitzgerald,  R.  U.  P. 
Fletcher,  Sir  H. 
Folkestone,  right  hon. 

Viscount 
Fowler,  Sir  R.  N. 
Eraser,  General  C.  C. 
Ghithome-Hardy,  hon. 

A.  E. 
Gent-Davis,  R. 
Gibson,  J.  G. 
Gilliat,  J.  S. 
Godson,  A.  F. 
Gk)ldsworthy,    Major- 

General  W.  T. 
Gorst,  Sir  J.  E. 
Grimston,  Viscount 
Gunter,  Colonel  R. 
Hall,  C. 
Halsey,  T.  F. 
Hambro,  Col.  C.  J.  T. 
Hamilton,  Lord  E. 
Hamilton,  Col.  C.  E. 
Hanbury,  R.  W. 
Hankey,  F.  A. 
Hardcastle,  E. 
Hardcastle,  F. 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Hermon-Hodge,  R.  T. 
Hervey,  Lord  F. 
Hill,  right  hon.  Lord 

A.  W. 
Hiui  Coionel  E.  S. 
Hoare,  S. 

Holmes,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Houldsworth,  W.  H. 
Hozier,  J.  H.  C. 
Hubbard,  E. 
Hulse,  E.  H. 
Hunt,  F.  S. 
Isaacson,  F.  W. 
Jackson,  W.  L. 
Jarvis,  A.  "W. 
Eenyon  -  Slaney,  Col. 

W. 
Eerans,  F.  H. 
King  -  Harman,   rieht 

hon.  Colonel  £.  R. 
Enowles,  L, 
Eynoch,  G. 
Lambert,  C. 


Lechm«ra^  8irK  AH. 
Leighton,  8. 
Lewisham,  right  hm. 

Viscount 
Long,  W.  H. 
Low,  M. 

Lowther,  hon,  W. 
Macartney,  W.  G.  E. 
Macdonald,  right  bos. 

J.  H.  A. 
Madure,  J.  W. 
M'Calmont,  Captain  J. 
March,  Earl  of 
Marriott,     right  bon. 

W.T. 
Matthews,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Maxwell,  Sir  H.  £. 
Mayne,  Admiral  R.  C. 
Morgan,  hon.  F. 
Mount,  W.  G. 
MulhoUand,  H.  L. 
Murdodi,  C.  T. 
Newark,  Viscount 
Noble,  W. 
Northcote,  hon.  H.  S. 
Norton,  R. 
Pelly,  Sir  L. 
Penton,  Captain  F.  T. 
Plunket,     right    hon. 

D.  R. 
Price,  Captain  G.  £. 
Raikes,  rt.  hon.  H.  C. 
Rankin,  J. 
Reed,  H.  B. 
Ridley,  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  rt.  hon.  C.  T. 
Ross,  A.  H. 
Round,  J. 
Royden,  T.  B. 
Russell,  Sir  G. 
Saunderson,  Col.  E.  J* 
Sidebottom,  T.  H. 
Sidebottom,  W. 
Smith,  rt.  hon.  W.  H. 
Smith,  A. 
Stanley,  £.  J. 
Sykes,  C. 
Temple,  Sir  E. 
Tomlinaon,  W.  E*  H. 
Townsend,  F. 
Trotter,  H.  J. 
Wabond,  CoL  W.  H. 
Webster,  Sir  R.  E. 
Weymouth,  Viacount 
White,  J.  B. 
Whitiey,  E. 
Whitmore,  C.  A. 
Wilson,  Sir  S. 
Wood,  N. 

Wortley,  U.  B.  Stoaxt- 
Wroughton,  P. 
Young,  C.  E.  B. 

TSLLBBS, 

Powell,  F.  8. 
Talbot,  J.  G. 


\ 


NOES. 

Abraham,  W.  (Lime-  Baird,  J.  G.  A. 

rick,  W.)  Banes,  Major  G.  E. 

Acland,  A.  H.  D.  Barry,  A.  H.  Smith- 

Agg-Gardner,  J.  T.  BarUey,  G.  C.  T. 

AUison,  R.  A.  Biggnr,  J.  G. 
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filane,  A. 

Bright,  W.  L. 

Bart,T. 

Caine,  W.  8. 

Caldwell,  J. 

Campbell,  Sir  A. 

Campbell,  H. 

Chance,  P.  A. 

Channing,  F.  A. 

Clancy,  J.  J. 

Cobb,  H.  P. 

CophiU,  D.  H. 

Coleridge,  hon.  B. 

Commins,  A. 

Connolly,  L. 

Conway,  M. 

Conybeare,  0.  A.  V. 

Crayon,  J. 

Crilly,  D. 

Dillon,  J. 

DiUwyn,  L.  L. 

KIIJH,  T.  E. 

Esmonde,  SirT.  H.  G. 
Evelyn,  W.  J. 
Eyenbed,  S. 
Eyre,  Colonel  H. 
Fenwick,  C. 
Finncane,  J. 
Foster,  Sir  B.  W. 
Fox,  Dr.  J.  F. 
Gedge,  S. 
Gill,  T.  P. 
Grey,  Sir  E. 
Grotrian,  F.  B. 


Harrington,  £. 
Hayden,  L.  P. 
Hayne,  C.  Seale- 
Healy,  M. 
Healy,  T.  M. 
Holden,  I. 
Hooper,  J. 
Hugnes,  Colonel  E. 
Hunter,  W.  A. 
Jacoby,  J.  A. 
James,  C.  H. 
Johnston,  "W. 
Joicey,  J. 
Kelly,  J.  R. 
Kenny,  C.  S. 
Kenny,  M.  J. 
Kenyon,  hon.  G.  T. 
Lawson,  Sir  W. 
Lawson,  H.  L.  "W. 
Lea,  T. 
Lees,  E. 
Lewis,  T.  P. 
Lowther,  J.  W. 
MacNeill,  J.  G.  S. 
M* Arthur,  A. 
M*Arthur,  W.  A. 
M'Cartan,  M. 
M'Donald,  P. 
M'Lagan,  P. 
Maitland,  W.  F. 
Mason,  S. 
MUyain,  T. 
Montagu,  8. 
Morgan,  0.  V. 


Neville,  R. 
Nolan,  Colonel  J.  P. 
Nolan,  J. 
O'Brien,  J.  F.  X. 
O'Brien,  P. 
O'Brien,  P.  J. 
O'Connor,  J.  (Kerry) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Tippry.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P. 
O'Doherty,  J.  E. 
O'Hanlon,  T. 
O'Hea,  P. 
0'KeUy,J. 
Paulton,  J.  M. 
PickersgiU,  E.  H, 
Pinkerton,  J. 
Powell,  W.  R.  H. 
Power,  P.  J. 
Power,  R. 
Price,  T.  P. 
Priestley,  B. 
Pyne,  J.  D. 
Quinn,  T. 
Rendel,  S. 
Roberts,  J. 
Roberts,  J.  B. 
Rowlands,  J. 
Rowlands,  W.  B. 
RusseU,  T.  W. 

Debate  adjourned 


Sexton,  T. 
Shaw,  T. 
Sheehan,  J.  D. 
SheU,  £. 
Stack,  J. 

Stanhope,  hon.  P.  J. 
Stuart,  J. 
Sullivan,  D. 
Sullivan,  T.  D. 
Swetenham,  E. 
Tanner,  C.  K. 
Tapling,  T.  K. 
Thomas,  A. 
Tollemache,  H.  J. 
Tuite,  J. 
Verdin,  R. 
Wallace,  R. 
Watt,  H. 
Williams,  A.  J. 
Williamson,  J. 
Wilson,  H.  J. 
Wolmer,  Viscount 
Wright,  H.  S. 
Yeo,  F.  A. 

TELLERS. 

Broadhurst,  H. 
EUis,  J.  E. 

till  Monday  next. 


House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
before  Three  o'clock. 
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ABERCOEN,  Duke  of 
Irish  Land  Law,  Comm.  el,  6,  37,  243 ; 
eL  20,  Amendt.  1686;  el.  22,  Amendt.  1609. 

/{•RTtATTA-htj  Mr.  W.|  Olamargan,  Ehondda 
Supply — Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
menU,  221 

Accumalations  Bill       (Lord  Bertehell) 
I.  2R.  discharged  *  May  19  (No.  81) 

AoxaAiro,   Mr.  A.  H.   D.,   York,   JT.R., 
Itotherham 
Criminal   Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
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Addison-,  Mr.  J.  E.  W.,  Ashion'Under- 
Lyne 

Mjuichester  Ship  Canal,  2R.  1716 
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Admiralty — see  Nwy 

Admibalty — First  Lord  Uee  TTAvn.Toy, 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  G.F.) 

Admiralty — Secretary  to  {iee  Foewood, 
Mr.  A.  B.) 

Adyooate,  The  Lobd  Um  MAODoirAiiDy 
Eight  Hon.  J.  H.  A.) 

Afghanistan — see  Central  Asia 

Africa  (  Central) 

Transit  Tariff  through  Pcrtugmse  Territory, 
Question,  Mr.  Buchanan ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aflkirs 
(Sir  James  Fergusson)  June  10, 1686 
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AmfT — cont, 
Obdnaxci  Dbpastmbnt 

Captain  HorUm,  Inspector  of  Saddlery  at 
Woolwich^  QuestioD,  Colonel  Hughea-Hal- 
lett;  Answer,  The  Surveyor  General  of 
Ordnance  fMr.  Northcote)  May  16,  CO 

Colonel  MaiUandt  Superintendent  of  Oun  FaC' 
tory,  Woolwich,  Questions,  Major  Rasch,  Mr. 
Hanbury ;  Answers,  The  Surveyor  General 
of  Ordnance  (Mr.  Northcote)  May  20,  700 

Contract  foi'  Sword  Bayonett^  Question,  Mr. 
Hanbury  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  (Mr.  E.  SUnhope)  June  7,  1223 

ExperknetUal  Wire  Guns,  Question,  Sir  Henry 
Tyler;  Answer,  The  Surveyor  General  of 
Ordnance  (Mr.  Northcote)  June  13, 1724 

AZ'ton  Chin,  The,  Question,  Major  Rasch ; 
Answer,  The  Surveyor  General  of  Ordnance 
(Mr.  Northcote)  June  9,  1432 

Ordnance  Inquiry  Committee,  The — Appoint' 
ment  and  Conttitutian,  Question,  Mr. 
Henniker  Heaton ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  May  20, 
722 

Ordnance  Inquiry  Commission,  Report  of  the. 
Question,  Sir  Walter  B.Barttelot ;  Answer, 
The  SecreUry  of  Stote  for  War  (Mr.  E. 
Stanhope)  ifay  19,  524;  Question,  Mr.  R. 
Power;  Answer,  The  Surveyor  General  of 
Ordnance  (Mr.  Northcote)  June  13, 1735 
Skilled  and  Ordinary  Workmen  at  Enfield, 
Question,  Colonel  Hughes-Hallett ;  Answer, 
The  Surveyor  General  of  Ordnance  (Mr. 
Northcote)  May  16,  62 

Defective  Weapons 

The  Tests,  Questions,  Mr.  Hanbury,  Sir  Henry 
Havelock-Allan ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of 
SUte  for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  May  19, 
515;  Correction  of  Answer,  The  Secretary 
of  SUte  for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  ;  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Hanbury  ;  Answer,  Mr.  £.  Stan- 
hope June  6,  1075 

l99uemf  Defective  Weapons— The  Responsible 
Ofieiais,  Question,  Mr.  Hanbury ;  Answer, 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  May  23,  896 

Steord  Bayonets  of  the  City  of  London  Artillery 
Volunteers,  Question,  Mr.  Hanbury ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr. 
£.  Stanhope)  June  7, 1226 


(India) 
Special  AUowanees  to  two  Engineer  Officers, 

Question,  Mr.  King ;  Answer,  The  Under 

Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst) 

June  10, 1582 
The  ArtiUery—The  ^-Pounder  Muzgle-Load- 

ing  Oun,  Question,  Sir  William  Plowden; 

Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 

Foreign    Affairs    (Sir    James    Fergusson) 

May  28,  856 

^-uxiLLUtT  Forces 

The  Irish  Militia,  Question,  Lord  Claud 
Hamilton  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  May  23,  905 

X%^  Vohtnteers 
.AMsistawt  Instructors  in  Signalling,  Question, 
Colonel  Eyre ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of 
SUte  for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  June  10, 
1067 

sent. 


AmcT — The  Volunteers — cont. 

Retired  Sergeants,  Question,  Mr.  BadoliflSe 
Cooke  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  May  16,  61 

The  New  Regulations  as  to  Shooting,  Ques- 
tion.  Colonel  Eyre  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  May  2$^ 
879 

AsHBOUBNE,  Lord  (Lord  Chancellor  of 

Ireland) 

Irish  Land  Law,  Comm.  el.  1,  18 ;  ^.  5,  38, 

34, 35 ;  el, 6, 36  ;  cL  7, 38, 39  ;  el.ll,ib.,il  ; 

el.  16,  42,  48;  el.  17,  45,  46,  47;  el.  20, 

1680, 1688  ;(;!.  22,  1700 

Athbelby- Jones,  Mr.  L.,  Durham,  N.  W. 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
el.  2, 482 

AxBursoN,  Mr.  H.  J.,  Boston 

Burmah — Licensing  and  Regulation  of  Immo- 
rality, 726,  881, 1028 

Ireland — High  Court  of  Justice — Court  of 
Appeal— The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland, 
1058 

Madagascar — Capture  of  Natives  by  the  French, 
and  Transport  to  Reunion,  877 

Merchant  Shipping — Hours  of  Unloading,  519 

Post  OflBce — Celebration  of  the  Jubilee  Year 
of  Her  Majesty's  Reign— The  OflBcials,  1434 

Wreck  Commissioners'  Courts,  Hull — Nautical 
Assessors,  252 

Attobney  Geiteral  {see  Wbbstbb,  Sir 
B.E.) 

Attoretey  Genebal  fob  Irelakd  {see 
Holmes,  Bight  Hon.  H.) 

Baden-Powell,  Mr.  G.|  Liverpool^  Kirk' 

dale 

Egypt  (Finance,  Ac.)— "An  Unacknowledged 
Floating  Debt,"  251 

Imperial  Defences — King  George's  Sound— 
The  Colonial  Conference,  1435 

Jubilee  Year  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign,  Celebra- 
tion of— The  Royal  Titles,  521 

Trinidad— The  Pitch  Lake,  1217 

Balfoub,  Bight  Hon.  A.  J.  (Ohief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Lreland),  Manchester,  E. 

Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Lords'  Amendts.  678 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
el.  1,  274,  281,  284,  291,  292,  295,  313,  817, 
355,  388;  el.  2,  419,  420,  421,  428,444, 
446,  460,  464.  465,  489,  541,  542,  580,  583, 
591,  770,  909,  924,  954,  965,  966,  968; 
Amendt.  1010, 1014, 1015, 1017, 1023  ;  el.  S, 
1233,  1234,  1235,  1237,  1244,  1254,  1265, 
1266, 1269, 1272,  1310  ;  Motion  for  report- 
ing Progress,  1334,  1355, 1356, 1364  ;  cL  4, 
1458,  1459,  1460,  1464,  1522;  Amendt. 
1534,  1538,  1553,  1554;  el.  6,  1746,  1747. 
1764, 1768.  1775 
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Balfodr,  Right  Hon.  A.  J.^eont. 

Ireland — Questions 

Agrarian  Crime,  898 

Crime  and  Outrage — Return  for  April  and 
May,  1439 

Evictions— Co.  Mayo,  1228,  1229  ;— Evic- 
tions at  Bodyke,  Co.  Clare  —  Alleged 
Misconduct  of  the  Constabulary,  1439 

Executive  —  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  721,  732 

Irish  Land  Commissioners  —  Sitting  at 
Clonmel,  714 

Jubilee  Year  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign— 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  1217 

Law  and  Justice — Imprisonment  of  Father 
Keller,  904 

National  Education — Carrickawilkin  (Co. 
Armagh)  National  School,  711 ; — Classi- 
fication of  Teachers,  1219 

Poor  Relief  Inquiry  Commission — Report, 
1219 
Ireland— Public  Meetings — Questions 

Proclaimed  Meetings — Protestant  Homo 
Rule  Association,  Kilkccl,  1222 

Proclamation  of  the  Dungannon  Meeting, 
522, 523,  524 

Suppression  of  Public  Meetings  in  Ulster, 
258,  718 
Supply — Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments, 163,  1C8,  169,  171, 172,  173,  174, 
175,  191.  193,  197,  203,  204,  20C,  208, 
214,  210 

Report,  620 
United  States — Emigration  of  Pauper  Families 
from  Ireland,  1218 

Balfour,    Eight    Hon.    J.    B.,    Clack- 
mannan, ^e. 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
eL  2.  563 

Balfour,  General  Sir  G.,  Kincardine- 
shire 
Army  Estimates— Provisions,  Forage,  &c.  135 

Bangob,  Bishop  of 

Pluralities  Act  Amendment  Act  (1885)  Amend- 
ment, 2R.  636 

Babbour,  Mr.  W.  B.,  PaisUy 

Truck  Acts— Violation  of  their  Provisions,  57 

Babtley,  Mr.  G.  C.  T.,  Islington,  N, 
Customs  and  Inland  Revenue,  2It.  1193 
Education     Department  —  Vacant     Building 

Land  in  Victoria  Street,  Westminster,  865 
Public  Parks  and  Works  (Metropolis),  2R.  798 

Babttelot,  Colonel  Sir  W.  B.,  Sussex, 
North-  West 
Army  Estimates — Provisions,  Forage,  Ac.  84 
Ireland  —  Evictions  —  Evictions  at   Bodyke, 
Co.   Clare  —  Alleged    Violence  to    an    old 
Woman,  1740 

Bauhakn,     Mr.     A.    A.,     Camherwell, 
Jt'echham 
Criminal  I>aw   Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
cl  1,  293 
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Beauohamp,  Earl 

Tithe  Rent- Charge,  Comm.  eh  3,  841 


Beckett,  Mr.  W.,  Notts,  Bassetlaw 

Currency — New  Coinage,  1589 


Belfast  Main  Drainage  Bill  (by  Order) 
c.  Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on 
Question  [28th  April],  **  That  the  Lords 
Amendts.  be  now  taken  into  consideration ; " 
Question  again  proposed  ;  Debate  resumed 
Mai/  20,  651  ;  after  short  debate,  Amendt 
to  leave  out  "  now,"  add  "  on  Monday  20th 
Juno  '*  {Mr.  Conway) ;  Question  proposed, 
"  That  •  now.*  «kc.  ; "  after  further  debate. 
Question  put,  and  negatived  ;  Question, 
"That  'on  Monday  20th  June.'  be  tbers 
added,"  put,  and  agreed  to ;  Main  Question, 
as  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to 

Belmobe,  Earl  of 

Irish  Land  Law,  Comm.  cl.  1,  Amendt.  24,  31 ; 
cL  6,  Amendt.  86,  37 ;  cU  7,  39  ;  ci.  11,  40  ; 
el.  20,  1087  ;  cl.  21,  1694 ;  Amendt.  1697, 
1698 

Belper,  Lord 

Registration  of  Dogs  in  tho  Metropolis,  2R. 
237 


Bentinck,  Eight  Hon.  G.  A.  C,  WhiU- 

haven 

Supply — Revenue  Departments — Post   Ofliw 

Services,   Post  Office  Savings    Banks,  ^* 
1097,1129 

Bethell,  Commander  G.  R.,  York,  E.R.i 

Holderness 
Army  and   Navy   Estimates,   NominatioD   of 

Select  Committee,  1214 
Criminal   Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  ConiiB> 

cl.  2,  782 

BiGGAR,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Cavan,   W. 
Supply,  Report,  407,  411 

BiRKBECK,  Sir  E.,  Norfolk,  E, 

North  Sea  Fisheries  Convention,  1882— The 
East  Coast  Drift  Net  Fisheries,  1424 

Blane,  Mr.  A.,  Armagh,  8. 

Ireland — Public  Meetings— Proclaimed  Meet- 
ings in  Ulster,  718 

Blundell,    Colonel    H.  B.  H.,  Lan- 
cashire, S.  W. ,  Ince 
Army   Estimates  —  Profisions,   Forage,   *«• 
128 

Board  of  Trade  —  Secretary  to  («^ 
De  Worms,  Baron  H.) 


BOA        BRI 


{  SESSION    1 8  87  f 

315- 


BRI 


BiJit 


''Board  of  Trade  Journal''  The-^Con- 
tract  for  Advertisements 
Question,  Mr.  Montagu ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry 
De  Worms)  May  23,  879  ;  Question.  Mr. 
Montagu  ;  Answer,  Sir  Ilerbert  Maxwell  (A 
Lord  of  the  Treasury)  June  13, 1727 

BoNSOB,  Mr  H.  0.  0.,   Surrey,  Wmhle- 
don 
Excise— Adulteration  of  Beer,  1220 

Brabottrnb,  Lord 

Police  Force  Enfranohiscment,  211.  4 

Tithe  Rent- Charge,  Comm.  823;  cl,  2,  840; 

Report,  cl.   2,  Amendt.    1560,  1574  ;   add, 

el,  1576  ;  Schedule  1,  1577 

Bradlatjgh,  Mr.  C,  Northampton 

Burmah   (Upper)  — Ruby  Mines,   1028,   1029, 

1030,  1073.  1074,  1580 
Criminal  Law   Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
el.  1,  265,  306 ;  cl.  3,   1356  ;  cl,  4,    1461, 
1463  ;  cl.  6,  Amendt.  1772,  1775 
Employers'    Liability   Act   —    Renewal    and 

Amendment,  1220 
Great  Eastern  Railway,  CoDBid.677,  684, 687i 

697,  698,  699,  700 
Greenwich  Park,  1419,  1420 
High  Court  of  Justice  —Appeals  in  the  House 

of  Lords,  1028 
Jubilee   Thanksgiving  Service  (Westminster 
Abbey) — Accommodation    for    Servants    of 
this  House,  1232 
London  Corporation  (Charges  of  Malversation), 

893 
Manchester  Ship   Canal,   Motion   for   Leave, 

1352 
Over  Darwen  Corporation,  Consid.  494 
Parliament — Public  Business — Oaths  Bill,  66 
Parliament — Business  of  the   House  (Proce- 
dure on  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ire- 
land) Bill),  Res.  1624 
Scotland — Pollution   of  Rivers — Discharge  of 

Sewage,  dec.  into  the  River  Clydo,  1579 
Superannuation    and    Retired    Allowances  — 
Pension    to    a    Custom    House    Officer  — 
Fraudulent  Drawing,  519 
Supply — Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments, 219 
Post  Office  Services,  Post  Office  Savings 
Banks,  die.  1079,  1091,  1092,  1096 

Bbamwell,  Lord 

Irish  Land  Law,  Comm.  cl.  27,  1703,  1704 
Tithe  Rent-Charge,  Comm.  cl,  2,  840  ;  cl.  3, 
843;  Report,  c/.  2,  1572 

Bbidgeman,  Colonel  Hon.  F.  C,  Bolton 

Egypt  —  Soudan    Campaign,     1885  —  The 
Khedive's  Bronze  Star,  1427 

Bright,  Mr.  J.,  Manchester,  S,  W, 

Manchester  Ship^Canal,  Motion  for  Lenvp,  1348 

Hright,  Mr.  W.  L.,  Stoke-upon- Trent 

Dominion  of  Canada — Increafcd    Duties    on 

Iron,  1743 
Metropolitan     Police — New    Station    on    the 

Thames  Embankment,  1582 


British  Guiana — Ecclesiastical  Affairs 

Question,  Mr.  Crossloy  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonics  (Sir  Henry 
Ilolland)  3fay  23,  861 

Broadhurbt,  Mr.  H.,  Nottingham,  W, 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 

cl.  2,  1020 
Jubilee  Year  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign,  Celebra. 

tion  of ~  Metropolitan  Police,  1737 
Parish  Allotments  Committees,  2R.  228 
Places  of  Worship  (Sites),  2R.  1847 

Brodrick,  Hon.  W.  St.  J.  F.  (Financial 
Secretary,  War  Department),  Sur- 
rey,  Guildford 
War  Office — Army  Abroad  and  in  India — Andit 
of  Accounts,  704 
Compensation   to  certain  Senior   Majors, 
705 

Brown,  Mr.  A.  L.,  ffaicick,  Sfc. 

Scotland  —  Tweed  Fisheries  —  Alleged  Tres- 
passes, 708,  709 

Brownlow,  Earl 

Smoke  Nuisance  Abatement  (Metropolis), 
Comm.  1410 

Bruce,  Hon.  R.  P.,  Fifeshire,  W, 

War  Office  —  Insanitary  Condition  of  Dover 
Barracks  (Fort  Burgoyne),  250,  1729 

Brycb,  Mr.  J.,  Aberdeen,  S, 
Egypt— Anglo-Turkish  Convention,  899 

Buchanan,  Mr.  T.  R.,  Edinhurgh,   W, 

Africa  (Central) — Transit  TariflP  through  Por- 
tuguese Territory,  1586 

Free  Church  of  Scotland — Mission  Station  at 
Constantinople,  512 

Scotland — Literature,  Science,  and  Art  —The 
Votes,  256 

Buckingham  and   Chandos,    Duke  of 

(Chairman  of  Committees) 
Irish  Lund  Law,  Comm.  cl.  6,  36 

Burdett-Coutts,   Mr.   W.   L.    A.   B., 
Westminster 

Great  Eastern  Hallway,  Consid.  Amendt.  677, 
688,089,690.  091,698 

Jubilee  Year  of  Her  Majesty's  lleign,  Celebra- 
tion of— Metropolitan  Police,  iT61 

Burmah 

Licensing  and  Regulation  of  Immorality,  Ques- 
tions, .Mr.  Atkinson ;  Answers,  The  Under 
Sfcretary  of  State  for  India  (Sir  John 
Gorat)  May  20, 720  ;  May  23,881  ;  May  24, 
1023 

Burmah  ( Upper) 

The  Ruby  MineSt  Questions,  Mr.  Bradlaugh  ; 
Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  (Sir    John    Gorst     May  2i,   1028 ; 
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Burmah  ( Upper)^-oont, 

Questions,  Mr.  Bradlangh  ;  Answers,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Sir  John 
Gorst),  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  Jum  6,  1078 ;  Question,  Mr. 
Bradlaugh ;  Answer.  The  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  June  10, 
1580 

BuKT,  Mr.  T.,  Morpeth 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Gomm. 

el.  4, 1528 
Parliament — Business    of  the    House— Coal 
Mines,  dtc.  Regulation,  li88, 1594 

Butter  Suheiftutee  BiU 

e.  Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  Butter  Substitutes 
Bill,  that  they  haye  power  to  consolidate  the 
Butter  Substitutes  Bill  and  the  Oleomar- 
garine (Fraudulent  Sale)  BUI  into  one  Bill 
[Mr.  Sdater*Booth)  May  20 

BuxTOiTy    Mr.  S.  O.y    Tower   Bamlets, 
Poplar 
Education  Department — Recent  Disturbances 
at  Exeter  Training  College,  87e 

Oadogan,  Earl  (Lord  Privy  Seal) 

Insh  Land  Law,  Comm.  cl.  1,  16,  17»  2i; 
Amendt.  25,  27,  SO ;  cl,  3,  32 ;  el,  4, 
Amendt.  ib. ;  el.  5,  Amendt.  t6.,  34  ;  el,  6, 
87;  eU  11,  Amendt.  40,  41;  el.  17,  46; 
ch  10,  48 ;  el.  20,  Amendt.  48, 1670,  1684, 
1685,  1686, 1687,  1688, 1689  ;  el,  21,  1690, 
1691, 1697;  cZ.22, 1698, 1699, 1701  ;  c^25, 
ih. ;  el  27,  1705 

Oaine,  Mr.  W.  S.,  Barrow-in-Fumese 
Places  of  Worship  (Sites),  2R.  1849 

Caldwell,  Mr.  J.,  QUugoWy  8t.  Rollox 

Unlfersity  of  Glasgow— Professor  of  Scots 
Uw,  1226 

Oambbon,  Dr.  0.,  Qlatgow^  CoUege 
Court  of  Bankruptcy— >Mr.  E.  If.  Langworthy 

— Prifate  Examination,  511 
Supply— Reyenne  Departments  —  Post  OfiBce 
Services,  Post  Office  Sayings  Banks,  Ac. 
1105,1117,1120 
Post    Office    Telegraph    Serrices,    1163; 
Amendt.  1168 

Oaheboit,  Mr.  J.  M.,  Wtch^  Sfc. 

.  Board  of  Inland  Re?enue— Reduction,  of  the 
Staffs  of  the  Indoor  and  Outdoor  Depart- 
ments, 1738 

Campbell,  Sir  G.,  Kirhealdy^  Sfo. 

Army  Estimates — Profisions,  Forage,  die.  90, 

100 
British  Parliament  and  the  Channel  Islands 

and  Isle  of  Man,  893 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 

el.  2,  591;  el.  3,  1302;  Amendt.  1314; 

d.  4y  1507»  1509 ;  Amendt.  1516 

[eent. 


Campbbll,  Sir  6. — cent. 

Jubilee  Thanksgiving  Service  (Westminster 
Abbey) — Letting  of  Seats  on  Public  Ground, 
1585 

North  Borneo — Operations  against  the  Natives, 
871 

Parliament — New  Rules  of  Procedure  (1883) 
—  Rule  2  (Adjournment  of  the  House)— 
Annexations  in  Zululand,  Motion  lor  Ad- 
journment, 534 

Parliament — Public  Business — Legislation  of 
the  Session,  1230 

Oampbell,  Mr.  H.,  Fermanagh,  8. 
Ireland — Royal  Irish  Constabulary — Promo* 
tion  of  Sergeant  Magee,  Bel^t,  1592 

OAMPBELL-BAimEBicAK,  Bight  Hon.  H.| 
Stirling,  Sfc. 
Supply — Civil  Serrices  and  Reyenne  Depart- 
ments, 172, 175, 179, 180 

Oampebdowit,  Earl  of 

Irish  Land  Law,  Comm.  c2. 1,  20 

Tithe  Rent-Charge,  Conun.  el.  3, 843  ;A]Beodt 

844 

Canada 
Canadian  Pacifie  Railway^  Question,  Lord 
Claud  Hamilton ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  May  SO, 
730 
Inereaeed  Import  Duties  on  Ironf  QaestioD, 
Lord  Claud  Hamilton;  Answer,  The  Ftnt 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
Mai/  19,  521  ;  Question,  Mr.  W.  L.  Brigbt; 
Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treajuy 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  June  18,  1743 

[See  titles  North  American  Fisheriet^ 
United  States] 

Oanteebttby,  Archbishop  of 
Tithe  Rent*Charge,  Conun.  cl.  7»  846 

Oabnabyoit,  Earl  of 

Egypt  —  Anglo  -  Turkish    CooTention  —  The 
Papers,  1564 
Duration  of  the    English    Occupatioa  — 
Mission  of  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff,  9U 
Pluralities  Act  Amendment  Act  (1885)  Amend- 
ment, 2R.  637 

Oastletowk,  Lord 

Irish  Land  Law,  Comm.  el.  1,  27,  30 ;  d.  7* 
Amendt  37,  38  ;  c^  11,  Amendt.  40 ;  ek  16, 
Amendt.  42,  43 ;  el.  19,  Amendt.  47 ;  d.  30, 
Amendt.  1684,  1685,  1686;  el.  21,  1694; 
cl,  22,  Amendt.  1699 

Central  Asia 

Afglianistan — The  Anglo-Russian  Delimits^ 
tion  Commission,  Question,  The  Earl  of 
Harrowby  ;  Answer,  The  Prime  Minirtcr 
and  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affiirs 
(The  Marquess  of  Salisbury)  May  20,  634 

Affairs  of  Afghanistan,  Question,  The  Eari  of 
Rosebery  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  Stste 
for  India  (Viscount  Cross)  June  13, 1678 
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Central  Anor-cont, 

Advance  of  Ruitian  Railways,  Question,  Mr 
Hanbury  :  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Aflairs  (Sir  James  Fergas- 
8on)  June  13,  1734 

Trade  Communieaiion  with  Thibet — The  Con- 
vention  with  China,  Question,  Sir  John 
Simon ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergus- 
son)  June  13, 1725 

CeyJon 
Celebration  of  the  Jubilee  Tear  of  Her  Ma* 
jeity'i  Reign  —  Legislative  Council^Fro' 
posed  Reform  of  Constitution,  Question,  Sir 
Roper  Lethbridge  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  OolonieB  (Sir  Henry  Hol- 
land) June  6, 1073 
Dock  Aeeommodation  at  Colombo,  Question, 
Sir  Roper  Lethbridge,  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  June  9, 1420 


Ohanoe,  Mr.  P.  A.,  Kilkenny^  S. 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
el  1,  Amendt.  263,  261,  266,  267,  348,  364, 
399,  400,  401,  402  ;  el  2,  Amendt.  415, 
416,  417,  419,  420,  421,  422,  424,  446,  447, 
466,  547,  553,  595,  611,  713,  734,  739,  742, 
743,  744,  747,  748,  784.  786,  787.  939,  940, 
942,  944,  956,  974 ;  Motion  for  Adjourn- 
ment, 995,  1025 ;  el  3,  1238,  1256,  1264, 
1278,  1287,  1295,  1809,  1317,  1318,  1328, 
1382,  1397,  1408  ;  el  4,  1468, 1469, 1470, 
1481,  1675;  el  5,  1754;  Amendt.  1776, 
1780,  1701,  1800,  1811,  1812,  1817,  1829, 
1830,  1831,1834 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland)  [Ex- 
penses], Comm.  1840, 1843 

Deeda  of  Arrangement  Registration,  Comm. 
el  5,  Amendt.  815 ;  d.  8,  816,  817,  818 ; 
el  11,  1341 ;  el  15,  Amendt.  1342 ;  cl  17, 
Amendt.  1343  ;  Preamble,  Amendt.  1344 

East  India  Stock  ConTcrsion,  Comm.  cl  2, 
412,  413  ;  Consid.  624  ;  cl  2,  625  ;  add.  el 
626,  627 

First  OflRonders,  Comm.  add.  el  803,  804,805 

Ireland — Law  and  Justice — Court  of   Bank- 
ruptcy—Imprisonment of  Father  Keller, 
722,  904 
Public  Meetings — Nationalist  Meetings  in 
Ulster,  890 

Midland   Great  Western   Railway  of  Ireland, 

3R.  492,  493,  650 
Municipal  Corporations  Acts  (Ireland)  Amend- 
ment (No.  2),  Comm.  el  1,  630;  cl.  3,  808  ; 
el.  5,  809,  810  ;  add.clSlB  ;  Amendt.  814  ; 
Consid.  add.  el  1556,  1559 
'  Parish  Allotments  Committees,  2R.  230 
Parliament  —  Business  of  the  House  ( Proce- 
dure on  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ire- 
land) Bill),  Res.  Amendt.  1651 
Supply— Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments,   143,   171,    197,   210,   213,  220, 
221 
Report,  408,  621 

Ghakoellor,  The  Lord  {see  Kalsbuby, 
Lord) 


Ohanoellob  of  Ibelaio),  The  Lobd 
{see  Ashbourne,  Lord) 

Obanoellor  of  the  Duohy  of  Lancaster 
(see  Manners,  Eight  Hon.  Lord 
J.  J.  E.) 

Ohanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  {sse 
GosoHBN,  Eight  Hon.  G.  J.) 

Channing,  Mr.  F.  A.,  Northampton,  E. 
Metropoliun  Police—Extra  Duty  of  the  **  A  " 

Division,  868 
Parish  Allotments  Committees,  2R.  231 
Public   Worship   Regulation  Act.  1S74— The 

Rev.  J.  Bell  Cox,  892 
Railways — Inspectors'  Reports  upon  Accidents, 

506 

Charity  Commissioners 
The  Judd  Foundation,   Tonbridge,  Question, 
Sir  Julian  Goldsmid  ;    Answer,   The   Vice 
President  of  the  Council  (Sir  William  Uart 
Dyke)  May  19,  506 

Ohurchill,  Eight  Hon.  Lord  E.  H.  S., 

Paddington,  8. 
Jubilee  Thanksgiving    Service  (Westminster 
Abbey) — Tickets  of  Admission  to  the  Plat- 
form outside  Parliament  Square,  1744 

Church  of  England 
Convocation  of  the  Province  of  Canterbury, 
Question,  Mr.  E.  Robertson ;  Answer*  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  D. 
Smith)  May  16,  65 

Civil  Service  Writers 

The  Treasury  Minute,  Question,  Mr.  T.  C. 
Harrington  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  May  19,  498 ; 
Question,  Mr.  0.  V.  Morgan :  Answer,  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson) 
ifay  20,  711 

Sub' Commission  of  Inquiry^  Question,  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  June  10, 
1588 

The  Lower  Division — Examinations  in  Dub" 
lin.  Question,  Mr.  Tuite;  Answers,  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson) 
May  23,  875 

Clancy,  Mr.  J.  J.,  Dublin  Co.,  N. 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 

cl  1,  318 ;  cl  2,  441,  577,  931,  950,  960, 

975  ;  cl.  3,  1380 ;  cl.  4,  1485 ;  cl  5,  1747, 

1756,  1764,  1801 
Parish  Allotments  Committees,  2  R.  231 
Supply — Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Deparc* 

ments,  174 

Clark,  Dr.  Q.  B.,  Caithness 

Africa  (South) — Annexations  in  Zululand,  501, 

502 
Agricultural  Labourers  (Scotland),  1031 
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Glabx,  Dr.  G.  B.—  cont. 

Army  and    Navy   Estimates,  Nomination    of 

Select  Committee,  1213 
Griminatl  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Gomm. 
el,  I,  Motion  for  reporting  Progress,  S86, 
387,  388  ;  cl.  2,  Motion  for  reporting  Pro- 
gross,  610,  611  ;  ei.  4,  Motion  for  reporting 
Progress,  1526,  1520 
East  India  Stock  Gonversion,  Gomm.  el,  2, 

413 
Parliament— New  Roles  of  Procedure  (1882) 
— Rule  2  (Adjournment  of  the  House) — 
Annexations  in  Zuloland,  Motion  for  Ad- 
journment, 539 
Post  OflSoe— East  India  and  Ghina  Mail  Gon- 
traot,  1233  ;  Res.  Motion  for  Adjournment, 
1334 
Scotland — Questions 

Action  of  the  Grofter  Gommission,  1040, 

1041 
Grofters   Uoldings    Act,  1886— Loans  for 

Fishing  Harbours,  1584 
Fishery  Board— Groflers  and  Gottars  Fish- 
ing Boats — Loans,  897 
Supply,   Report,    Motion   for   Adjournment, 
403,  404,  405 
Reyenue  Departments— Post    OflSoe  Ser- 
vices, Post  OflSoe  Savings  Banks,  dNj. 
1126 

Olabkb,  Sir  E.  G.  (SoKcitor  General), 
Plymouth 
Griminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland],  Gomm. 

el,  2,  934,  955,  987 
Deeds  of  Arrangement  Registration,    Gomm. 
el.  8,  816,  817 

Olokotjrby,  Lord 

Irish  Land  Law,  Gomm.  eh  5,  Amendt.  83 

Coal  Mines 

Colliery  Aecident  <U  ^otherweUf  Question,  Mr. 
D.  Crawford ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Mat- 
thews) June  8, 1352 

Colliery  Aecident  at  Udtton,  Lanarkshire, 
Questions,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Gonnor,  Mr.  Tom- 
linson ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Matthews) 
June^f  1077 ;  Question,  Mr.  Masou  ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment (Mr.  Matthews)  June  9,  1436 ; 
Question,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Gonnor;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment (Mr.  Matthews)  June  9, 1439 

Coal  Mmes,  ftc-  Segalation  Bill 

{Mr,  Secretary  Matthews,  Mr,  StuarU  Wortley) 
e.  Committee  deferred  May  16,  226    [Bill  ISO] 

OoBB,  Mr.  H.  P.,  Warwick^  8,E,y  Rughy 
Jubilee  Year  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign,  Celebra- 
tion of,  in  London,  727 
Parish  Allotments  Committees,  2R.  227,  229 

CoaniLLi  Mr.  D.  H.,  Ifewcastle-under- 
Lyme 
War   OflBce-^  Corporation    Road   round    the 
GiUdel  Fort,  Plymouth,  725 


Cohen,  Mr.  A.,  Southwark,  W, 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
cH,  2,  551,  771,  971 

CoLERiDQE,  Hon.  B.,  Sheffield^  AtUreUffs 
Griminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
el,  2,  546,  968  ;  el,  4,  1513 

OoLOMB,  Captain  J.  C.  E.,  Tower  Hamlets^ 

BofjOy  Sfe. 
Criminal   Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 

el,  1,  310 
Public  Parks  and  Works  (Metropolis},   2R. 

799 

Colonial  Service  (Pensions)  Bill 

{The  Earl  of  One  few) 

U  Read  2%  after  short  debate  May  20,  643 

(No.  98) 

Colonies — Secretary  of  State  for  {see 
HoLLAOT),  Eight  Hon.  Sir  H.  T.) 

Colonies — ^Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
{see  Onslow,  Earl  of) 

CoMMiNs,  Dr.  A.,  Eoseommon^  S. 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
d,  4,  Amendt.    1490,   1491,   1495,    1499, 
1513,    1541,    1548,    1549;    el,   6,    1780; 
Amendt.  1783 

Committee  of  Council  on  Education- 
Vice  President  (see  Dtkb,  Eight 
Hon.  Sir  W.  H.) 

Commons  Segolation  (Ewer)  Provisional 
Order  Bill 

[Mr,  Stuart'  JTortley,  Mr.  Secretary  Matthews] 

e.  Report*  May  19  [BiU  287] 

Considered  *  May  20 

Read  3<»  May  23 
I,  Read  1*  •  (£:.  Brownlmo)  May  23  (No.  108) 

Read2«*  June  13 

Commons    Segnlation   (Laindon)  Pro- 
visional Order  Bill 

(Mr,  Stuart' Wortley,  Mr.  Secretary  Matthews) 
e.  Report  •  May  19  [BiU  238] 

Read  3»  •  May  20 
I.  Read  1**  (E,  Brownlow)  May  21  (No.  107} 

Read  2*  *  June  13 

Conveyancing  (Scotland)  Acts  Amend« 

ment  Bill  {The  Lord  AdvoeaU^ 

Mr,  Solicitor  General  for  Scottand) 

e.  Ordered ;  read  1*»  •  May  20  [BiU  270] 

Read  2^  •  June  9 

Conway,  Mr.  M.,  Leitrim,  N. 

Belfast    Main    Drainage,    Lords'    Amendtf. 

Consid.  Amendt.  652 
Edocation  Department— Drawing  in  Elemtn* 

tary  Schools,  1227 
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BEARE,  Mr.  C.  A.  v.,    Cornwall, 

Uamhorne 

]inal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
2. 1018 ;  el.  3, 1375,  1377,  1676 

nd— Questions 

Iriotions—ETiotiona  at  Bodyke,  Go.  Clare, 
H23, 1424.  1731 ;— Alleged  Misconduct 
of  the  Constabulary,  1438,  1591,  1741 ; 
—Lord  Keimare's  Estate,  Killarney, 
1736 

ibilee  Year  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign,  Cele- 
bration of—  Royal  Irish  Constabulary, 
1216,  1217 ;— Circular  of  the  Inspector 
General,  1429,  1431 

>or  Relief  Inquiry  Commission,  1887 — 
Compound  Rating  of  Occupiers,  1 423 
9  Thanlisgiving    Service   (Westminster 
ey)— Accident  to  a  Workman,  1231 

^olitan  Police—Sergeant  Murphy,  1 229 
nent — Business  of  the  House — Criminal 
Amendment  (Ireland),   Notice  of  In- 
Btion,  1442 

of  Worship  (Sites),  2R.  1848,  1849 
— Revenue    Departments — Post    Office 
ices,  Post  Office   Savings   Banks,  dec. 


Vfr.  0.  W.  E.,  Kewington,  TT. 

Auxiliary  Forces) — Retired  Sergeants 

lunteers,  61 

Senders,  Consid.   1353;  SR.  t5. ;  Mo- 

}r  Adjournment,  1338 

Ulotments  Committees,  2R.  Motion  for 

rnment,  227 


Mr.  W.  J.,  Wieklow,  JS. 

-Questions 

table  Donations  and  Bequests — Eaton 
}uest,  710 

rum  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum — Resi« 
It  Medical  Officer,  499 
rers'  Act — The  Return,  55 
and    Harbours  —  Arklow   Harbour 
rks,  718,  719 

rneo — Operations  against  the  Natives 

S.  "  Zepyhr,"  881 

i — Army  Medical  Officers,  500 

lof 
Law,  Comm.  el,  1,  30 

BiU 

Sir  Joseph  It.  Bailey,  Mr.  S.  T. 
venport,  Mr.  Williamson) 

2R.    disoharged ;  Bill  withdrawn 
204  [Bill  91] 

J.  P.,  Armagh,  3Iid 

ain     Drainage,     Lords'     Amendts. 

70 

'orporattons  Acts  (Ireland)  Amend - 

.  2),  Comm.  el.  1,  628,  630,  632 ; 

306  ;  cl,  2,  806  ;  el.  3,  Amendt.  ib., 

i,  809  ;   Motion  for  reporting  Pro* 

;  add.  eL  812,  814;  Consid.  1026 


OossHAM,  Mr.  H.,  Bristol,  E. 

Parliament— Business  of  the  House  (Proce- 
dure on  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ire« 
land)  Bill),  Res.  1638, 1639 

Supply,  Report,  Motion  for  Adjournment,  404 

Conntj  Conrts  Consolidation  Bill  [h.l.] 

{The  Lord  Chaneellor) 

L  Read  2«  •  May  17  (No.  78) 

Committee  *  ;  Report  May  20 
Read  3»*  May  23 

CoiTRTNEY,  Mr.  L.  H.  (Chairman  of 
Committees  of  Ways  and  Means  and 
Deputy  Speaker),  Cornwall,  Bodmin 

Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Lords'  Amendts. 
Consid.  661,  662,  664,  667 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
cl.  1,  261,  273,  311,  353.  368,  369,  360,  379, 
386,  388,  401,  402;  el.  2.  416,  417,  421, 
458,  459,  460,  485,  488,  489,  584.  594,  605, 
609,  739,  742,  744.  745.  782,  783,  918,  919, 
922,  925,  940,  062,  990,  093,  994,  995,  996, 
997,  1005,  1009,  1017,  1018,  1022  ;  el.  3, 
1234,  1235,  1240,  1244,  1253,  1283,  1302, 
1313,  1314,  1318.  1322,  1377,  1384;  el.  4, 
1445,  1469,  1495,  1499,  1521.  1522,  1526, 
1529,  1530,  1540,  1545,  1546,  1549,  1552  ; 
d.  5,  1762,  1793,  1794,  1807,  1812,  1814, 
1818,  1820,  1824,  1829,  1830 

Deeds  of  Arrangement  RegistratioOy  Comm. 
el.  5,  815 

Manchester  Ship  Canal,  Motion  for  Leave, 
1147,  1350  ;  2R.  1712,  1715, 1718 

Municipal  Corporations  Acts  (Ireland)  Amend- 
ment (No.  2)f  Comm.  cl.  I,  631  ;  cM,  cl, 
814 

Public  Parks  and  Works  (Metropolis),  2R. 
802 

Supply — Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments, 151,  152,  182,  186,  187,  188,  180, 
196,  201,  210,  211.  212.  213,  217,  221 

Supply — Reven  ue  Departments— Post    Office 
Services,  Post    OflSce    Savings    Banks, 
<bc.  1079,  1088,  1090,  1126 
Post  Office  Telegraph  Services,  1170,  1174 

CowPBE,  Earl 

Irish  Land  Law,  Comm.  el,  1,  22 

Cox,  Mr.  J.  E.,  Clars,  E. 
Distumpiked    Roads — Annual    Receipts   and 

Contributions,  508 
Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of  Ireland, 

3R.  491,  402,  647 
Supply,  Report,  Motion  for  Adjournment,  404 

Obanbbook,  Viscount  (Lord  President 
of  the  Council) 

Pluralities  Act  Amendment  Act  (1885)  Amend- 
ment, 2R.  637 

Registration  of  Dogs  in  the  Metropolis,  3R. 
236 

Crawford,  Mr.  D.,  Lanark,  N.K 

Coal  Mines—Colliery  Accident  at  Motherwell, 
1352 
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Obawfobd,  Mr.  W.,  Durham,  Mid 
Rivers  Pollution  Act— River  Wear,  510 


Criminal    Law   Amendment   (Ireland) 
BiU 

{Mr.  Arthur  Balfour,  Mr.  Secretary  Matthews, 

Mr,  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Attorney  General 

for  Ireland)  [Bill  217] 

e.  Committee  [Eighth  Night]— b.p.  May  17,  250 
Committee  [Ninth  Night]— b.p.  May  18,  415 
Committee  [Tenth  Night]— b.p.  May  10,  540 
Committee  [Eleventh  Night]— b.p.  May  20,  731 
Committee  [Twelfth  Night]— r.p.  May  23,  007 
Committee  [Thirteenth  Night] — b.p.  June  7, 

1233 
Committee  [Fourteenth  Night] — b.p.  June  8, 

1353 
Committee  [Fifteenth    Night] — b.p.  June  0, 

1442 
Moved,  *'  That  this  House  will,  To-morrow, 
again  resolve  itself  into  the  said  Committee," 
1553 
Amendt.  to  leave  out    "To-morrow,"  insert 
"  on    Monday  next"  (Mr.   T.  M.  Healy) ; 
Question    proposed,  "  That   '  To-morrow ' 
d(o;"  after   short   debate,   Amendt.  with- 
drawn 
Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to 
Order  for  Committee  read  ;  Moved,  "That  this 
House   will,    upon    Monday  next,   resolve 
itself  into    the    Committee    on    the    Bill " 
June  10, 1674 
Amendt.  to  leaye  out  "  upon  Monday  uext," 
insert    "To-morrow"  {Mr.   T.  M,  Healy) 
Question  proposed,  "  That  *  upon  Monday 
next'  ho.',"  after  short  debate,  Moved,  *<  That 
the  Question  be  now  put "  {Mr.  W.  B.  Smith) 
Question  put;    A.  202,    N.  73;   M.    120; 
(D.  L.  221)    [2.10  A.if] 
Question  put,  "  That  this  House,  <feo ; "  A.  203, 

N.  72  ;  M.  131  (D.  L.  222)    [2.25  a.m] 
Committee  [Sixteenth  Night] — b.p.  June  13, 
1745 

[See  title  —  Parliament  —  Business  of  the 
House'] 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland)  [^JEx- 

pensesl 

Moved, "  That  this  House  will.  To-morrow, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  to  consider 
of  authorising  the  payment,  out  of  moneys 
to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  any  allow- 
ances that  may  be  made,  and  Expenses  that 
may  be  incurred,  under  the  provisions  of  any 
Act  of  the  present  Session  to  make  better 
provision  for  the  prevention  and  punishment 
of  Crime  in  Ireland,  and  for  other  purposes 
relating  thereto  "  (Queen's  Recommendation 
signified)  {Mr.  Jackson)  June  0,  1560  :  after 
short  debate,  Question  put ;  A.  Ill,  N.  48  ; 
M.  63  (D.  L.  218) 

Order  for  Committee  read  ;  Moved,  '*  That 
Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair " 
June  13, 1830 ;  after  short  debate,  Question 
put  and  agreed  to ;  Matter  considered  in 
Committee 

Movedi  **  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the 
payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by 
Parliament,  of  any  allowances  that  may  be 
made,  and  Expenses  that  may  be  incurred, 

[conL 


Criminal  Law  Amendment  {Ireland)  lEtcpensesj 
^-cont. 

under  the  provisions  of  any  Act  of  the  pre- 
sent Session  to  make  better  provision  for 
the  prevention  and  punishment  of  Crime  in 
Ireland  {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour),  1841  ;  after 
short  debate.  Question  put,  and  agreed  to 

Crofters'  Holdings  (Scotland)  Bill  [hj..] 

{The  Marquess  of  Lothian) 

I.  Read  2>,  after  short  debate  May  17, 238  ( No.  90) 

Committee  *  ;  Report  May  20 

Read3»*ifay  23 
e.  Read   1*>  •    ( The   Lord   AduocaU)  June   13 

[BiU  287] 

Crofters'  Holdings  (Scotland)  Act  (1888) 
Amendment  (Ho.  3)  Bill 

Mr.  Angus  Sutherland,  Dr.  M* Donald,  Mr. 
Haldane,   Mr.   Shaw  Lefevre,    Mr.    LtfeU, 
Colonel  Duncan,  Mr.   James   Stuart,   Mr. 
Chance) 
e.  Bill  withdrawn  •  June  7  [Bill  219] 

Cross,  Yiscoimt  (Secretary  of  State  for 

India) 
Asia  (Central)— Affisirs  of  Afi^haoistan,  1678 
India — Land  Acquisition   Act — Expropriation 
of  Zemindars  at  Atni  Ghat,  Mossoorie,  11 

(Jbosslby,  1^.  E.,  York,  W.R.,  Sowerhf 
British  Guiana — Ecclesiastical  Affairs,  861 

Obossmak,  Major  General  Sir  W.,  PorU- 
mouth 

Scotland— Tweed  Acts,  506 
War  OflSce — Compensation  to  certain  Senior 
Majors,  704 

Currency^  The 

French  and  Italian  Copper  Coins,  Qoestioo, 
Mr.  Montagu ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Goschen)  June  13, 
1721 

The  Silver  Coinage,  Q  uestions,  Mr.  E.  Bard- 
castle,  Mr.  Dillon ;  Answers,  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Goschen)  Mojf  28i 
873 

The  New  Coinage,  Question,  Mr.  W.  Beckett; 
Answer,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excbeqoer 
(Mr.  Goschen)  Jum  10, 1589 

Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Bill 

(ifr.  Courtney,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Mr.  Jaekson) 

c.  Question,  Mr.  Dillon  ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  May  16, 
68 

€.  Read  2«,  after  debate /tme  C,  1184  [BiU  2il] 

Customs  Consolidation  Acts  (1876)  Amend- 
ment BUI 

{Lord  Brabout-ne) 
I.  Royal  Assent  May  23  [50  Viet.  c.  f] 


DAY 


DEW 


Davbnpobt,  Mr.   H.  T., 
Leeh 
PariB  Exhibition,  1889,  88i 
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Staffordshire, 


DIL 


DOG 


DxAST,  Mr.  J.,  Mayo,  W. 

Inland    Revenae    Department — Collection  at 
Liferpool,  Golohester,  and  Cork,  58 


Db  Cobain,  Mr.  E.  S.  W.,  JBelfast,  E. 

Bel&st  Main  Drainage,  Lords'  Amendts.  650 
Municipal  Corporations  Acts  (Ireland)  Amend* 

ment  (No.  2)  Comm.  el,  1,  633 ;  add.  el, 

812 


Deeds  of  Arrangement  Segistration  Bill 

{Sir  Bemhard  Samuelaon,  Mr,  Soward  Vineent, 

Sir  John  Lubbock,  Mr.   Coddington,    Mr, 

Lawson,  Sir  Albert  BoUit) 

€.  Committee— B.P.  May  20, 815        [Bill  231] 
Committee ;  Report  June  7,  ISiO 

Defences  of  the  Empire  —  see  title  Im- 
perial Defences 

Ds  Lisle,  Mr.  E.  J.  L.  M.  P.,  Leices- 
tershire, Mid 
Supply — Reyenue  Departments—Post  OflBce 
Telegraph  Serrioes,  1182 

* 

De  Vbsci,  VisooTint 

Irish  Land  Law,  Comm.  tl,  17,  46;  el,  20, 
Amendt.  1684 ;  el,  22,  Amendt.  1700 


Db  Woniis,  Baron  H.  (Secretary  to  tke 
Board  of  Trade),  Liverpool,  East 

Toxteth 

«  Board  of  Trade  Journal"— Contract  for  Ad- 
vertisements, 879 

Com  Sales,  2R.  1204 

Court  of  Bankruptcy — Mr.  E.  M.  Langworthy 
— Prifate  Examination,  511 

Immigration  of  Foreigners,  520 

Ireland  —  Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights  — 
Lighthouse  Keepers  and  their  Families,  888, 

889 
Tramways  —  Line    between    SchuU    and 
Skibbereen,  53 

Lighthouses  and  Lightships — Lighthouse  IIlu- 
minants — Trinity  House  Report,  1726 
Telegraphic  Communication  ~  Lord  Craw- 
ford's Committee — Tory  Island,  710 

Manchester  Ship  Canal,  Motion  for  licaye, 
1348, 1351,  1352 

Merchant  Shipping  Acts — Loss  of  Life  at  Sea 
— Report  of  the  Royal  Commission,  724 
Loss  of  the  SS,  <'  Carmona,"  871 

Railway  and  Canal  TrafiBc — Carriage  of  Town 

Refuse,  1726 
Railways  —  Inspectors'  Reports  upon  Acci- 
dents, 506 
Railway  Rates,  68 


Dillon,  Mr.  J.,  Mayo,  E. 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
el  1,  285,  373 ;  el,  2,  438,  467.  552.  584, 
593,  772, 922.  935, 969,  1003, 1009  ;  Motion 
for  reporting  Progress,  1013,  1015,  1019, 
1025  :  el,  3,  1270.  1308, 1318,  1326, 1357  ; 
d.  4,  1504,  1531.  1543,  1545,  1546.  1554  ; 
el,  5, 1747, 1748, 1793 ;  Amendt.  1794, 1797, 
1805,  1807, 1818. 1826, 1830, 1832 

Currency — Silver  Coinage,  875 

Egypt— Soudan — Arabs  of  Suakin,  1219 
Great  Eastern  Railway,  Consid.  701 

Ireland — Questions 

Evictions— Co.  Mayo,  1228 ;— Evictions 
at  Bodyke,  Co.  Clare.  1731,  1732;— 
Alleged  Misconduct  of  the  Constabulary, 
1439, 1741,  1742 

Irish  Land  Commission — Glebe  Land  Pur- 
chasers, 1418.  1419 

Law  and  Justice — Court  of  Bankruptcy— 
Imprisonment  of  Father  Keller,  722,  903, 
904,  905 

National  Education  —  Classification  of 
Teachers,  1218 

Poor  Relief  Inquiry  Commission — Re- 
port, 1219 

Post  OflBce— Telegraph  Line  to  Charles- 
town,  1223 

Public  Meetings — Proclamation  of  the 
Dungannon  Meeting,  522,  523  ;^Sup« 
pression  of  Public  Meetings  in  Ulster, 
256,  257, 258 

Jubilee  Thanksgiving  Service  (Westminster 
Abbey}— Tickets  of  Admission  to  the  Plat- 
form outside  Parliament  Square,  1744 

Parliament — Adjournment  of  the  House,  1027 
Business  of   the  House  —  Unsatisfactory 
SUte  of,  1068 

Supply — Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments, 151, 152, 159, 163, 169, 188 ;  Amendt. 
192,  194, 195, 196,  207,  208,  209,  211,  212, 
213 


Distumpiked  Roads 
Annual  Reeeipts  and  Cott^rtfruliofif,  Questions, 
Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Cox ;  Answers,  The  First 
Commissioner  of    Works    (Mr.    Plnnket) 
May  19,  507 


DDtON-HABi^LAKD,  Mr.  F.  D.,  Middlesex, 
Uxhridge 
Theatres — Protection   of    Life    from    Fire — 
Burning  of  the  Op6ra  Comique,  Paris,  1076 


DoDDS,  Mr.  J.,  Stockton 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm« 
el,  1,  396,  397 

Jubilee  Tear  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign,  Cele- 
bration of.  in  London,  728 

Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of  Ireland 
3R.  493 


Dos  Owners  Bill  [R.t.  ] 

( The  Lord  MounU  Temple) 

I,  2R.  negatived,  after  short  debate  June  10, 
1562  (No.  91} 
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DogB,  Rahies  in 
Moved,  <*Tbat  a  Select  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the 
subject  of  rabies  in  dogs,  and  the  laws  appli- 
cable thereto  *'  ( The  Lord  President)  May  17, 
246  ;  Motion  agreed  to 

Douglas,  Mr.  A.  Akebs-  (Secretary  to 

the  Treasury),  Kent,  St,  Augustine* s 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 

el  2,  991,  992 
Jubilee  Thanksgiving    Service   (Westminster 

Abbey),  906 
Parliament — Remuneration  of  Witnesses  at- 
tending Parliamentary  Committees,  1224 

Duff,  Mr.  K.  W.,  Banffshire 

Harbour  Loans— Memorandum  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  1420 

Duke  of  Coimau£:ht*8  Leave  Bill 

(ifr.  William  Renry  Smith,  Mr,  Secretary 

Stanhope,  Sir  John  Oorst) 

e.  Committee  ;  Report ;  read  B'*  May  20,  788 

[Bill  228] 
I.  Read  1*  *  ;   read  2*  ;   Committee  negatived  ; 
read  8*  May  21 
Royal  Assent  May  28  [50  Vict.  0.  10] 

Duncan,  Colonel  F.,  Finslury,  Hollom 

Army  Estimates — Provisions,  Forage,  Ac.  68, 
84 

DuimATENy  Earl  of 

Irish  Land  Law,  Comm.  eL  21, 1695 

Dyke,  Eight  Hon.  Sir  W.  H.   (Vice 
President    of    the    Committee    of 
Council  on  Education),  Kent,  Bart- 
ford 
Charity    Commissioners  —  Jadd    Foundation, 

Tonbridge,  507 
Education  Department — Questions 
Bradford  School  Board,  508 
Drawing  in  Elementary  Schools,  1228 
Exeter    Training    College — Disturbances, 

876 
Jobilee    Tear    of    Her  Majesty's    Reign, 

Celebration   of — Boliday  in  Elementary 

Schools,  66 
Royal  Commission  on  the  Education  Acts, 

713 
Vacant  Building  Land  in  Victoria  Street, 

Westminster,  865 

East  India  Stock  Conversion  Bill 

{Sir  John  Oorat,  Mr,  Jackson) 

e.  Read  2o  •  May  16  [Bill  263] 

Committee  ;  Report  May  17>  411 
Bill     re  -  committed  ;     Committee  ;     Report 

May  19,  623  [Bill  267] 

Considered  ;  read  3^  May  20,  789 
{.Read    1**;  read   2*;  Committee   negatived  ; 
read  3*  May  21 
Royal  Assent  May  28  [50  Vict,  c.  11] 


Education    Bepartment     {England    and 

Wales 

Bradford  School  Board,  Question,  Mr.  J.  G. 
Talbot ;  Answer,  The  Vice  President  of  the 
Council  (Sir  William  Qart  Dyke)  May  19. 
508 

Celebration  of  the  Jubilee  Tear  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Reign  —  Holiday  in  Elementary 
Schools,  Question,  Mr.  Stanley  Leighton; 
Answer.  The  Vice  President  of  the  Council 
(Sir  William  Hart  Dyke)  May  16,  65 

Education  Acts,  Tht  Royal  Commisaum  on 
the.  Question,  Mr.  Hanbury  ;  Answer,  The 
Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Sir  William 
Hart  Dyke)  May  20,  713 

Elementary  Schools,  Drawing  in,  Question, 
Mr.  Conway  ;  Answer,  The  Vice  President 
of  the  Council  (Sir  William  Hart  Dyke) 
June  7. 1227 

Exeter  Training  College,  The  Recent  Dis- 
turbances  at.  Question,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton; 
Answer,  The  Vice  President  of  the  Cooneil 
(Sir  William  Hart  Dyke)  May  23,  876 

Vacant  Building  Land  in  Victoria  Street, 
Westminster,  Question,  Mr.  Hartley  ;  As- 
swer.  The  Vice  President  of  the  Conoeil 
(Sir  William  Hart  Dyke)  May  23,  865 

Edwabds-Moss,    Mr.  T.  C.  Zancashire, 
8.  IF,,  Widnes 
Merchant    Shipping   Acta — Loss  of   the  SS. 
••  Carmona,"  870 

Egypt  ( Questions) 

Finance,  ^e, — An  *•  Unacknowledged  Floating 
Debt/*  Question,  Mr.  Baden- Powell ;  An- 
swer, The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergussoo) 
May  17,  251 

The  Soudan^  The  Arabs  of  Suaktn,  Questioo, 
Mr.  Dillon ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Aflfairs  (Sir  James 
Fergusson) /untf  7,  1219 

The  Campaign  of  1885— The  Khedire*s  Bronte 
Star,  Question,  Colonel  Bridgeman :  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr. 
E.  Stanhope)  June  9,  1427 

The  Negotiations— Evacuation  by  the  British 
Question,  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aflsirs 
(Sir  James  Fergnsson)  May  16,  62 

Sir  Benry  Drummond  Wolff* s  Mission,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  A£Eurs  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  May  19,  509  ;  Obserra- 
tions,  The  Prime  Minister  and  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (The  Marquess  of 
Salisbury),  The  Earl  of  Camarron  May  20, 
633 

The  Rumoured  Anglo*  Turkish  Convention 

Question,  The  Earl  of  Rosebery ;  Answer,  The 
Prime  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  ( The  Marquess  of  Salisbury) 
May  23,  820;  Questioo,  Mr.  Bryoe;  An- 
swer, The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson) 
May  23,  899  ;—The  Papers,  Question,  Mr. 
John  Morley;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of 
tho  Treasury  (Mr.  W.   H.  Smith)  June  7, 

[eont. 
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Egypt — The  Anglo^  Turkish  Conveniion^eont, 

1232  ;  Observations,  Question,  The  Earl  of 
Carnarvon  ;  Reply,  The  Prime  Minister  and 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (The 
Marquess  of  Salisbury) ;  Questions,  The 
Earl  of  Kimberley  ;  Answers,  The  Marquess 
of  Salisbury  June  10,  156i 

Elementary  Edacation  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  (Christchnrcli)  Bill  [h.l.] 

{The  Lord  President) 
I.  Read  2*  •  June  10  (No.  92) 

Elementary  Edacation  Provisional  Order 
Conflrmation  (London)  Bill  [h.l.] 

{The  Lord  President) 
I,  Read  2*  •  June  10  (No.  94) 

Elementary  Education  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  (Hiddleton  St.  George) 

Bill  [h.I"]         {The  Lord  President) 
I,  Read  3»  •  June  10  (No.  93) 

Elgin,  Earl  of 

Literature,  Science, and  Art — National  Portrait 
Gallery,  645 

Ellbnboroitgh,  Lord 

Tithe  Rent-Charge,  Report,  cl.  2,  1572 
Ellis,  Mr.  J.  E.,  Nottingham^  Rusheliffe 

Coal  Mines,  <Seo.  Regulation,  Comm.  226 
Criminal   Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 

el.  4.  Amendt.  1540,  1541 
Ireland — Questions 

Evictions — Statistics,  1720 
Intoxicating  Liquors  (Ireland)  Act,  Section  8 
— Fine  on  an  Hotel-Keeper  for  Exhibit- 
ing a  Political  Banner,  495 
Poor  Relief  Inquiry  Commission,  1887 — 
Compound    Uaiing   of  Occupiers,   1421, 
1422 
Parliament  —  Business  of  the    Ilouse    (Pro- 
cedure on  the   Criminal   Law   Amendment 
(Ireland)  Bill),  Res.  1647 
Places  of  Worship  (Sites),  2R.  1846 
Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  Act,  1885— Re- 
turns, 894 

Employers'  Liability  Act  (1880)  Amend- 
ment Bill  (Mr.  William  M'Bonald,  Mr. 
Arthur  0^  Connor f  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Chance^ 
Mr.  Clancy)  [Bill  38] 

c,  SR.  deferred,  after  short  debate  June  8, 1414 

JEfnploytri^  Liability  Act — Renewal  and 
Amendment 
Qaestion,  Mr.  Bradlaugh  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Alatthews)  June  7,  1220 

E»2«TE,  Earl  of 

Jri«h  Land  Law,  Comm.  cl.  3,  Amendt.  31 ; 
cl.  17,  Amendt.  46  ;  cl.  21,  Amendt.  1696  ; 
el.  22,  Amendt.  1699 


EsMONDE,  Sir  T.  H.  G.,  Dublin  Co.,  8. 
Magistracy   (England    and  Wales) — Noncon- 
formist Magistrates  in  Flintshire,  724 

EssLEMONT,  Mr.  P.,  Aberdeenshire,  E. 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),   Comm. 

cl.  1.  Amendt.  353,  357 
Parliament — Sittings  and  Adjournment  of  the 

House — Whitsuntide  Recess,  64 
Scotland —  Questions 

Ac  tion  of  the  Crofter  Commission,  1038 
Church  of  Scotland — Church  Building  in 

Pitsligo,  Aberdeenshire,  901 
Fisheries  —  Fishermen's  Cottages  on  the 
East  Coast,  880 

EwAET,  Mr.  W.,  Belfast,  N. 

Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Lords'  Amendts.  652 
Municipal  Corporations  Acts  (Ireland)  Amend- 
ment (No.  2),  Comm.  cl.  1,  630 ;  cl.  5,  810  ; 
add.cl.  813;  Consid.   add.  el.  1555,  1556, 
1560 

Eyre,  Colonel  H.,  Lincolnshire,   Oains' 

borough 
Army  (Auxiliary  Forces) — Volunteer  Corps^ 
Assistant  Instructors  in  Signalling,  1587 

New  Regulations  as  to  Shooting,  879 
Army  Estimates — Provisions,  Forage,  <bo.  113 

Fabquhaeson,  Dr.  "R.,  Aberdeenshire,  W. 
Army  Estimates— Provisions,  Forage,  <bo.  72 

Fergttson,  Mr.  R.  (>.  Munro,  Leith,  §fc. 

Immigration  of  Foreigners,  520 
India—Pisheen  Valley  Railroad,  1225 
Scotland,  Secretary  for,  1070 

Fergusson,  Right  Hon.  Sir  J.  (Under 
Secretary    of    State    for   Foreign 
Affairs),  Manchester,  N.S. 
Africa  (Central) — Transit  Tariff  through  Portu- 
guese Territory,  1587 
Army    (India)  —  Indian   Artillery  —  The   9- 

Pounder  Muzzle- Loading  Gun, 856 
Asia  (Central)— Advance  of  Russian  Railways, 
1734 
Trade  Communication  with  Thibet — Con- 
vention with  China,  1725 
Canada  and  the  United  States — The  Anglo- 
American  Fisheries  Disputes,  854  ;^A  New 
Commission,  1417 
Egypt— Questions 

Anglo-Turkish  Convention,  899 
Finance,  disc. — ^An  **  Unacknowledged  Float- 
ing Debt,"  251 
Negotiations — Evacuation  by  the  British, 
62  ;  —  Sir    Henry    Drummond    Wolff's 
Mission,  510 
Soudan — Arabs  of  Suakin,  1219 
France— Paris  Exhibition,  1889,  59,  519,  885, 

1428 
Free  Church  of  Scotland — Mission  Station  at 

Constantinople,  512 
Immigration  of  Destitute  Foreigners,  514 
Madagascar— Capture  of  Natives  by  the  French 

and  Transport  to  Reunion,  878 
North  Borneo— Operations  against  the  Natives, 
872 

[conl. 
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Fisevssov,  Right  Hon.  Sir  J. — eont. 

North  Sea  Fisheries  Oonvention,  1883^East 

Coast  Drift  Net  Fisheries,  1424 
United  States — Emigrants  to  Tennessee,  503 
Emigration  of  Highland  Crofters,  1434 

Field,  Admiral  E.,  Sussex,  Eastbourne 
Army  and    Navy    Estimates,  Nomination  of 
Select  Committee,  1200, 1210,  1214 

Fiji  —  Fuhlie   Flogging  of  a    Wesleyan 
Methodist 
Question,  Sir  Robert  Fowler ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for    the  Colonies   (Sir 
Henry  Holland)  May  17,  246 

Finanoe,  Sfo, 
Seduction  of  the  National  Debt,  1886-7,  Ques- 
tion, Sir  William  Haroonrt;  Answer,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Goschen) 
May  17,  248 
The  National  Debt,  Question,  Mr.  Mason  ; 
Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Mr.  Goschen)  May  17,  253 

Finch-Hatton,  Hon.  M.  E.  G.,  Zineoh' 
shire,  Spalding 
Municipal  Corporations  Acts  (Ireland)  Amend- 
ment (No.  2),  Comm.  cL  1,  631 
Parish  Allotments  Committees,  2R.  229 
Supply^ Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments, 158 

FiNLAY,  Mr.  E.  B.,  Inverness,  See. 
Army  Estimates — Provisions,  Forage,  Ac.  82 

FiNUCAiTE,  Mr.  J.,  Limerick,  E. 
Ireland — Questions 

Evictions — Powers  of  Sherifif,  520 

Post  Office— Carriage  of  Mails    to  Kil- 

mallock,  889 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary — Convictions  for 
Assault,  875 

First  Offenders  Bill 

(Mr.  Boward  Vincent,  Lord  Randolph  Spencer 
ChurehiU^  Sir  Henry  Selwin^Ibbeteon,  Mr, 
Moare,  Mr,  Addieon,  Mr,  Sastingt,  Mr, 
Lawaon,  Mr.  Molloy)  [Bill  189] 

e.  Committee  *   [on  re-comm,) ;  Report  May  20, 

803 
Moved,  *<  That  the  Bill,  as  amended,  be  now 

considered  "  June  7,  1334  ;  Question  put, 

and  agreed  to 
After  short  debate.  Moved,    <*  That  the  Bill  be 

now  read  3°  ; ''  Moved,  *'  That  the  Debate 

be  now  adjourned "  (Mr  Radcliffe  Cooke) ; 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to;  Debate  ad- 

iourned 

FiTzG^EBALD,  Lord 

Irish  Land  Law,  Comm.  13  ;el,\,  Amendt. 
15,  24,  27,  29  ;  cl,  3,  Amendt.  31 ;  el,  5, 
Amendt.  34 ;  cl,  16,  44 ;  cl,  20,  49,  244 ; 
Amendt.  1679, 1680. 1682.  1684,  1685, 1687 ; 
cl,  21,  1698;  cl,  22,  1700;  c/.  27,  1704; 
cl,  29,  Amendt.  1705 


FitzWygeam,  General  Sir  F.  W.,  Etmts^ 

Fareham 
Army  Estimates^Provisions,  Forage,  ^.  107* 
119 

Flynn,  Mr.  J.  C,  Cork,  y. 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comnn* 

el.  1,  335  :  el,  2,  442,  998 
Ireland — Irish   Land    Commissionera«-Sittin/if 

at  Clonmel,  71i 

Foley,  Mr.  P.  J.,  Oalway,  Connemara 

Ireland— Dispensaries — Oughterard  Board  of 
Guardians,  1586 

FoBEiGN  Affairs — Secretary  of  State 
{see  Salisbury,  Marquess  of) 

Foreign  Affairs — ^Under  Secretary  of 
State  {see  Fergusson,  Bight  Hon. 

Sir  J.) 

Forestry 

Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  ap» 
pointed  to  consider  whether  by  the  Establi^- 
ment  of  a  Forest  Sohool,  or  otherwise,  our 
woodlands  could  be  rendered  more  remunera- 
tive May  16 

Select  Committee  nominated  May  20 ;  Lin  of 
the  Committee,  818 

FoRSTER,  Sir  0.,  Walsall 
Public    Petitions — Petition  from  Bradford-^ 
— Alleged  Fictitious  Signatures,  723 

FORWOOD,  Mr.  A.  B.  (Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty),  Lancashire,  Ormskirk 
Admiralty  —  Explosion   on    Board    H.M^. 
<*  Rupert "  at  Hull,  1581 

Foster,  Sir  B.  W.,  Derby,  Ilkeston 
Parish  Allotments  Committees,  2R.  230 

Fowler,  Bight  Hon.  H.  H.,  Wolpmr- 
hampton,  E, 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Oomm. 
el.  2,  767, 1010, 1014 ;  Motion  for  reporting 
Progress,  1010,  1023,  1024,  1298.  1290; 
el.  4,  1455,  1456;  eU  5,  Amendt.  1745, 
1748,  1791 

Ireland — Law  and  Justice — Imprisonment  of 
John  Ryan,  an  Evicted  Tenant,  1723 

Jubilee  Year  of  Uer  Majesty's  Reign,  Crie- 
bration  of,  in  London,  728 

Public  Parks  and  Works  (Metropolis),  2R.  797 

Supply — Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments, 181, 182 

Fowler,  Sir  R.  N.,  London 

Fiji— Public  Flogging  of  a  Wesleyan  Metbo- 

dist,  246 
Parliament— New  Rules  of  Procedure  (1889) 

— Rule   2  (Adjournment  of  the  Hoase) — 

Annexations  in  Zululand,  Motion  for  Ad« 

joummeot,  526 
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JVance  and  the  New  Hehridea — The  Papers 
Question,  Mr.  John  Morley ;  Answer,  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  June  7,  1232  ;  Observations.  Ques- 
tion, The  Earl  of  Carnarvon ;  Reply,  The 
Prime  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Afif«irs  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury) ; 
Questions,  The  Earl  of  Kimberley  ;  Answers, 
The  Marquess  of  Salisbury  June  10, 1564 

Fbaseb,  General  C.  C,  Lamheth^  N, 
Army  Esiimatet— ProTisions,  Forage,  Ao.  95 

Fulton,  Mr.  J.  F.,  West  Earn,  N, 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
c/.  4, 1465,1477 

Oas  and  Water  Provisional  Orders  Bill 

{Baron  Henry  De  Wornu,  Mr,  Jaekton) 
e.  Read  2«  •  May  17  [Bill  248] 

Oas  Provisional  Orders  BUI 

{Baron  Henry  De  7Form$f  Mr,  Jaekson) 
e.  Read  2<»  •  May  17  [BUI  249] 

Gedoe,  liir.  S.y  Stoekport 

Army  and  Navy  Estimates,    Nomination   of 
Select  Committee,  1214 

Gbnt-Davis,   Mx.   E.,   Lamheth,   Ken- 
nington 
Metropolitan    Police — Duties   of  the    Police 
Serf ing  in  this  House,  883 

Gibson,  Mr.  J.  ilt.  (Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland),  Liverpool,  Walton 
Criminal   Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
el.  3,  1276 

GiLHOOLY,  Mr.  J,,  Cork,  W. 

Ireland — Questions 

Board  of  Public  Works— Loo  Rock,  712 
Piers  and  Harbours — Pier  at  Cape  Clear 

Island,  711 
Poor  Law — Election  of  Guardians,  Bantry 

Union,  497 
Tramways  —  Line    between    Schull    and 

Skibbereen,  52 

Gill,  Mr.  H.  J.,  Limeriek 
Criminal   Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
€l.\,  337 

Gill,  Mr.  T.  P.,  Louth,  8. 
Criminal  Law   Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 

el.  2,  936,  950 
Immigration  of  Destitute  Foreigners,  514 
Supply-T-Reyeaue    Departments — Post   Office 

Telegrapb  Serrices,  1171, 1182 

Gladstone,  Eight  Hon.  W.  E.,  ^din- 
burgh,  Mid  Lothian 
Criminal  I^w  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 

d.  1,  292,  295,  304,  305  ;  el,  5,  1748 
Ireland— Agrarian  Crime,  898 

[nont. 


GLABSTOifx,  Right  Hon.  W.  E. — cent. 

Jubilee  Ser?ice  in  St.  Margaret's  Church,  Rei. 
258,  907 

Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Proce- 
dure on  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ire- 
land) Bill),  Res.  1601,  1617 

GoLDSMiD,  Sir  J.,  St.  Panoras,  S. 
Charity    Commissioners  —  Judd    Foundation 

Tunbridge,  506 
Great  Eastern  Railway,  Consid.  677,  692,  697 
Manchester  Ship  Canal,  2R.  1717 
Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of  Ireland, 

3R.  649 
South    Pacific  —  New  Hebrides  —  Island    of 

Tanna,  247 

QoLDSwoRTHY,  Major-Genoral  W.   T., 
JETammersmith 
Army  Estimates— Provisions,  Forage,  &o,  93, 
134 

GoEST,  Sir  J.  E.  (Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India),  Chatham 
Burmah— Licensing  and  Regulation  of  Immo- 
rality. 726,  882,  1028 
Upper— Ruby   Mines,   1029,  1073,    1074, 
1580 
Duke  of  Connaught's  Leaye,  Comm.  788 
East  India  Stock  Conversion,    Comm.  411; 

el,  2,  412.  413  ;  Consid.  624  ;  add,  el.  625 
India— Questions 

Admission  of  Natives  and  Europeans  to  the 

Public  Service,  716 
Bengal— Manu&cture  of  Spirits,  715 
Pisheen  Valley  Railroad,  1225 
Public  Service  Commission — Unoovenantcd 

Civil  Service,  1583 
SaniUtion,  1738 

Special  Allowances  to  Two  Engineer  Offl- 
cers,  1582 
Jubilee   Thanksgiving    Service    (Westminster 
Abbey) — British-Indian  Volunteers,  1592 

GosoHEN,  Bt.  Hon.  G.  J.  (Ohanoellor  of 
the  Exchequer),  St.  OeorgeU,  Han- 
over Square 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland).  Comm. 

cl.  4,  1527 
Currency — Questions 

French  and  Italian  Copper  Coins,  1721 
New  Coinage,  1589 
Silver  Coinage,  873,  875 
Customs  and  Excise— Adulteration  of  Beer 
1221  • 

Methods  of  Testing  Spirits  in  Bottles,  713 
Customs  and  Inland  Revenue,  2R.  1196,  1199 
Finance,  4o.— Reduction  of  the  National  Debt. 

1886-7,  248,  253 
Inland  Revenue — Questions 

Board  of  Inland  Revenue— Reduction  of  the 
Suflb  of  the  Indoor  and  Outdoor  De- 
partments, 1738 
Income  Tax— Charge  on  the  Wives  of  Civil 
and  MiliUry  Officers  in  India  ;  and  others 
Abroad,  513;— Income  Tax  on  Profits 
Earned  by  Foreigners,  253 
Pensions  in  the  Secretary's  Department, 
866 

leont. 
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608CHEK,  Right  Hon.  6.  J,^eont. 

Ireland — Fishery  Piers  and  Harbours — Ad- 
ditional Accommodation  in  the  West 
of  Ireland,  1590,  1501 
Public  Works  —  Government  Subrentlon 
of  £50,000.  900 ;— Arterial  Drainage 
—  Drainage  of  the  Barrow,  Ac.  1071, 
1425,  1427 

Post  Office  and  Telegraph  Ser?icei  —  Net 
Revenue,  249 

Parliament-— Business  of  the  House  (Proce- 
dure on  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ire- 
land) BUI),  Res.  1632 

Supply — Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments, 149 
Post  Office  Services,   Post  Office  Savings 
Banks,  <bo.  1106, 1119 

QouRLEY,  Mr.  E.  T.,  Sunderland 

Canada  and  the  United  States — The  Anglo- 
American  Fisheries  Disputes,  854  ;— *A  New 
Commission,  1417 

Jubilee  Year  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign,  Celebra- 
tion of  —  Jubilee  Thanksgiving  Service 
(Westminster  Abbey),  1075  ; — Accommoda- 
tion for  Members  of  this  House,  1436 

Qbaham,  Mr.  R.  C,  Lanark,  N,  W. 

Admiralty  —  Police  Fine  on  a  Naval  Lieu- 
tenant, 59 

Granville,  Earl 

Irish  Land  Law,  Comm.  245 

Chreat  East&rn  Railway  {re'Committed)  Bill 

{hy  Order) 
e.  Considered  May  20, 675 

Obey,  Sir  E.,  Northumherland^  Berwick 
Scotland— Tweed  Acts.  505 

Grotbian,  Mr.  F.  B.,  Eull,  E. 

Loss  of  Life  at  Sea— Report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission, 723 

Orouse  Disease,  The 
Question,  Mr.   E.   Robertson;   Answer,  The 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
(Mr.  Ritchie)  ifay  20,  719 

Grove,  Sir  T.  F.,   JFilts,  WiUon 

Tithes — Distraint  for  Non-Payment,  Shinford, 
Berks,  60 

Halsbttry,  Lord  (Lord  Chancellor) 

Dog  Owners,  2R.  1563 

Irish  Land  Law,  Comm.  el.  21,  1698 

Land  Transfer,  Comm.  233 

Tithe  Rent-Charge,  Comm.  cl  3,  845 

Hambro,  Colonel  J.  C.  T.,  Dorset,  8. 
War  Office— Chesil  Beach  (Portland) —Re- 
moval of  Wrecks,  1225 


Hamilton,  Right  Hon.  Lord   G.    F. 
(First    Lord    of   the   Admiralty), 
Middlesex,  Ealing 
Admiralty-^Qaestions 

Conversion  of  the  Royal  Marine  Artillery 

into  Marine  Infantry,  254 
Departmental  Committee  on  the  Clerieal 

Estahlishments,  900 
Dockyards— Gratuities  to  Discharged  Work- 
men, 714 
Permanent  Financial  Control,  865 
Police  Fine  on  a  Naval  Lieutenant,  59 
Sheers  at  Pemhroke  Dockyard,  885 
Special  Naval  Pension  to  Widow  of  Staff 

Commander  W.  M.  Savage,  878 
Supply  of  Welsh    Coal  to   Her  Majesty's 
Ships  at  Qaeensferry,  725,  726 
Juhilee  Tear  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign,  Celebra- 
tion of— H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh, 
61 
Naval  Review,  899 
North   Borneo — Operations  against  the   Na- 
tives—H.M.S.  «'  Zephyr,"  881 

Hamilton,  Lord  0.  J.,  Liverpool,  We*t 

Derby 
Dominion  of  Canada — Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way, 730 
[mport  Duties  on  Iron,  521 
Great  Eastern  Railway,  Consid.  695,  G97,  698, 

699 
Juhilee  Year  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign,  Celebra- 
tion of,  in  London,  727 


Hamilton,  Lord  E.,  Tyrone,  N. 

Lighthouses  and  Lightships  —  Telegraphic 
Communication  —  Lord  Crawford's  Com- 
mittee— Tory  Island,  710 

Hamilton,  Colonel  0.   E.,  Southwark, 
Rotherhithe 
Army— Cadets  of  the  Royal  Military  Academy 
at  Aldershot,  1722 

Hamlet,    General  Sir  E.  B.,  Rirken- 
head 
Army  Estimates^ Provisions,  Forage,  dre.  134 


Hanbitry,  Mr.  E.  W.,  Preston 

Africa  (South)— Sir  Charles  Warren's  Boeb- 

uanaland  Expedition,  1734 
Asia  (Central)*— Adyance  of  Russian  Railways, 

1734 
Education  Department— Royal  Commission  00 

the  Education  Acts,  713 
Great  Eastern  Elailway,  Consid.  686,  687,  688, 

689,  690,  6191 
Royal   Commission    on  War   and  Admiralty 

Offices^The  Evidence,  250 
Superannuation  and  Retired  Allowances — Pen* 

sion  to  a  Custom  House  Officer — Frandnlent 

Drawing,  617,  519 
Supply — Kevenuo  Departments  —  Poet  Ofl&ce 

Serfices,  Post  Office  Sayings   Banks,  Ac 

1099 
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IIahbubt,  Mr.  R.  W.— eonl. 

War  Offloo — Questions 

Army  Gontrjusts,  1733 

Contract  for  Sword  Bayonets,  1233 

Ordnance  Department— Colonel  Mnitland, 
Superintendent  of  Oun  Factory,  Wool- 
wich, 709 
War  Office  (Ordnance  Department )—Dereoti?e 
Weapons — Questions 

Responsible  Officials,  80G 

Sword  Bayonets  uf  the  City  of  London  Ar- 
tillery Volunteers,  1336 

Tests.  515,  517.  1075 

JTarhour  Loans — Vemorandun  of  Board 
of  Trade,  1886 
Questions,   Mr.   R.  Vf.  Duff;    Answers,   The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson) 
JuiM9,  U30 

Harcourt,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  W.  G.  V., 
Derby 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
ef,  I,  360 ;  Amendt.  367,  374,  331.  302,  303, 
848 :  el.  3,  579.  580,  588,  001,  770 ;  cL  8, 
1234,  1238,  1247,  1314;  el  4,  1537,  1537, 
1538,  1551,  1553 

Customs  and  Inland  Re7enuo,  3R.  1184,  1109 

Finance.  &c.—  Koduotion  of  the  National  Debt, 
1880-7.348 

Parliament  —  Business  of  the  House  (Pro- 
cedure on  the  Criminal  Liw  Amendmeot 
(Ireland)  Bill),  lies.  1610,  1617.  1629 

Post  Office  and  Telegraph  Serfioes  —  Net 
Kercnue.  249 

Supply — RcTcnuo  Departments — Pott  Office 
Tcl^'graph  Services,  1172,  1174 

Hardoastle.  Mr.  E.,  Sal/ord,  N. 

Currency — SiUer  Coinage,  873 

Haruinqb,  Viscount 

Literature,  Science,  and  Art^Tbe  National 
Portrait  Gallery,  641 

Harrinqton,  Mr.  E.,  Kerry^  W. 

Criminal   Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
cL  I,  323,  323,  395  ;  ei.  2,  545,  601,  743, 
953,  969, 099  ;  el.  3.  1 309 ;  el  5,  1809 
Ireland  —  Poor    Relief    Inquiry    Commission, 
1887 — Compound  Rating  of  Oeoupiers.  1433 
Supply — Civil  Sepfiees  and  Re?eone  Depart- 
ments, 171 
Report,  409 

Harrikoton,     Mr.    T.     C,      Dublin, 

Harbour 
Cifil  Serfica  Writers— The  Tre«sory  Minute, 

408 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  C^mm. 

ct,  1,  315  :  d.  5.  1833,  1834 
Ireland— Post  Office  ( Oublin)— Female  TeU- 
graph  Suff,  253,  353 
Public   Meetings— Suppression   of   PoMIe 
Meetings  in  Ulster,  357 
Supply— Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Dop«rt- 
ments,  183,  186,   187,  188,   189,  308.  309, 
313,314,317,330,  331 
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Harrowbt,  Earl  of 

Asia  (Central )— Afghanistan— > Anglo- Ruisian 

Delimitation  Commiuion,  634 
Police  Forco  Enfranchisement,  3  R.  3 

Havelock-Allan,  Lt.-General  Sir  H. 

M..  Durham,  8.K 
Army  Estimates— Provisions,  Forage,  d(C.  103, 

105 
War  OflBae  (Ordnance  Department)— Defoctivd 

Weapons — Tests,  5 1 7 

Haydbw,  Mr.  L.  P.,  Leitrim,  8. 

Ireland — Chief  Land  Commissioners  at  Long- 
ford—Re-hearing  of  Appeal,  1584 

Healt,  Mr.  M.y  Cork 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
el,  1,  367,  359,  383,  386.  393 ;  el  3,  431, 
433  ;  Amendt.  433,  445,  450.  540,  541,  551, 
564.  593,  606,  733,  739,  747,  749,  787,  915, 
918,  919,  933,  914,  054,  955,  963,966,  977, 
993:  el  3,  1347,  1360,  1366,  1374,  1375, 
1379,  1385,  1308,  1319,  1359,  1389,  1391, 
1394,  1309.  1404,  1406,  1411,1413,1414; 
el  4,  Ameudt.  1443,  1444, 1477, 1478,  1483, 
1510,  1515,  1516,  1539,  1533,  1541,  1554; 
c/.  5,  1746,  1759,  1763,  1781,  1788,  1803, 
1809,  1813,  1819,  1833,  1835 
Criminal  l^w  Amendment  (Ireland)  [Ex- 
penses], Res.  1561 ;  Comm.  1844 
Deeds  of  Arrangement   Registration,  Comm. 

el,  3,  Amendt.  815  ;  d.  14,  Amendt.  1341 
East  India  Stock  Conversion,  Consid.  add,  el 

637 
Ireland — Law  and  Justice— Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  -Change  of  Venue.  1335,  1336  ;— 
Miscarriage  of  Summonses,  63 
Sea    and    Coast    Fisheries— Trawling    in 
Donegal  Bay,  888 
Parliament— Business  of  the  House  (Proeedare 
on  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland) 
Bill),  Res.  1650 
Supply— Civil  Services  and  Rovenaa  Depart- 
ments, 143,  308,  313,  333 
Report,  408,  613 

He  ALT,  Mr.  T.  M.,  Longford,  N. 

Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Lords*  Amendti.  653, 
662,  663,  665,  667,  673,  675 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
el.  1,  Amendt.  360,  361,  363,  384,  354, 
336,  368,  375,  377,  379,  380,  887,  888. 
389,  391,  393,  396,  397,  399,  403  ;  d,  9, 
418,  434;  Amendt.  435,  439,  430,  490, 
541  ;  Motion  for  reporting  Progress,  543, 
548,  550,  608,  609,  610,  743,  744  ;  Amendt. 
746,  747,  748,  753,  783,  783,  909,  918,  933, 
935,  936,  946,  947,  958 ;  Motion  for  re- 
porting  Progress,  979,  984,  987,  989.  990, 
991,  094,  995,  1000.  1008,  1004;  Amendt. 
1005,  1006,  1013,  1016,  1017,  1018,  103t, 
1034;  el.  3,  1384,  1335,  1337,  1338,  1344, 
1358;  Amtndt.  1365,  1366,  1375,  1376, 
1377,  1380,  1381,  1381,  1387,  1305,  1314, 
1310,  1333,  1333,  1353,  1355,  1394,  1409, 
1410,  1411 ;  el  4,  1446,  1459,  1460,  1463, 
1464,  1469,  1473;  Ammidt.  1479,  1484, 
1188,  1515,  1516,  1518,  1531,  1533,  1526, 
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HiALT,  Mr.  T.  M. — eont, 

1527,  1580,  1531,  1539,  1642,  1646,  1660, 
1652,  1563,  1564,  1674  ;  eL  5,  1807,  1814, 
1815,  1818;  Amende.  1820,  1825,  1830, 
1833 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland)  [Ex- 
penses], Res.  1660«  1661  ;  Comm.  1839, 
1840,  1841,  1842,  1813,  1846 

Duke  of  Connaught's  Leave,  Comm.  788;  3R. 
789 

East  India  Stock  Conversion,  Comm.  412 ; 
cl.  2,  413  ;  Consid.  624  ;  3R.  700 

First  Ofifenders,  Consid.  1334 

Ireland — Qaestions 

Bxeoutive  —  The    Parliamentary     Under 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  720, 
722 
Fishery  Piers  and   Harbours — Additional 
Accommodation  in  the  West  of  Ireland, 
1501 
Labourers'  Act — Carrickmacross  Union — 
Guardians,    884  ; — Granard    Guardians, 
863 
Public    Meetings  —  Proclamation    of   the 

Dungannon  Meeting,  524 
Public  Works — Government  Subvention  of 
£50,000  —  Arterial    Drainage    (Barrow 
Valley,  <bc.  Drainage),  1425,  1427 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary — Celebration  of 
the  Jubilee  Year  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign 
— Circular  of  the  Inspector  General,  1431, 
1432 
Sea    and    Coast    Fisheries — Trawling    in 
Donegal  Bay,  887 
Ireland — liaw  and  J ustice— Questions 

High  Court  of  Justice  in  Ireland — Court  of 
Appeal — The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland, 
901,  902,    1055,    1058,   1060,   1061;— 
Transfer  of  Clerks,  870 
**  Kevil  v.  King-Uarman,"  862,  863 
Quarter  and   Land   Sessions  at  Granard, 
864 
Jubilee  Service  in  St.  Margaret's  Church,  Res. 

258,  259 
Jubilee   Thanksgiving    Service    (Westminster 

Abbey),  906;— Seats  Outside,  1693 
Jubilee  Year  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign,  Celebra- 
tion of,  in  London,  728,  730 
Manchester  Ship   Canal,   Motion    for   Leave, 

1346,  1350 
Market  Tolls,  Nomination  of  Select  Commit* 

tee,  1232 
Municipal  Corporations  Acts  (Ireland)  Amend- 
ment (No.  2),  Comm.  cL  1,  628,  631,  633  ; 
el,  5,  810;  add,  cl,  811 ;  Consid.  add,  el, 
1650 
Municipal    Regulation     (Constabulary,    Ac.) 

(Belfast),  Motion  for  Leave,  1026 
Parliament — Questions 

Adjournment  of  the  House,  414, 1027,  1677 
New     Rules    of    Procedure,    1880— The 

Closure,  905 
Sittings  and  Adjournment  of  the  House — 
Whitsun  Holidays,  903 
Parliament  —  Business  of  the  House  —  Cri- 
minal Law  Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill,  No- 
tice of  Instruction,  1441,  1442 ;  Res.  1625, 
1658,  1662 
Supply,  Report,  406,  407;    Motion  for  Ad- 
journment, 410,  613,  617,  618,  620 
Trusts    (Scotland)    Act    (1867)   Amendment, 
Comm.  1025 

[eont. 


Healt,  Mr.  T.  M.-^eont. 

United  States — Emigration  of  Pauper  Families 

from  Ireland,  1218 
Wales— Anti-Tithe  League,  895 

Heaton,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Canterbury 
Army  Estimates — Provisionn,  Forage,  Ac.  135 
Supply — Revenue    Departments — Post   Office 
Packet  Service,  1161 
Post  Office  Services,  Post  Office  Savings 
Banks,  &c,  1079,  1084,  1088, 1090, 1094, 
1101,  1120,  1153,  1164 
Post  Office  Telegraph  Services,  1165, 1174 
War  Office — Ordnance   Committee— Appoint- 
ment and  Constitution,  722 

Heneage,  Eight  Hon.  E.,  Grsat  Grinuhp 
Army  and  Navy  Estimates  Committee — Com- 
position, 1742 
Public  Parks  and  Works  (Metropolis),  2R.  800 

Henkieeb,  Lord 

Hyde  Park  Corner  (New  Streets),  Comm.  821 
Literature,  Science,    and  Art — Tho  National 

Portrait  Gallery,  645 
Parliament — Palace  of  Westminster — Central 

Hall—Position   of  the    Statue  of  the  late 

Earl  of  Iddesleigh,  1578 

Hebmon-Hodge,  Mr.  R.  T.,  Zancashire, 
Accrington 
War  Office — Rev  iew  at  Aldershot — Allowance 
to  the  Yeomanry  Cavalry,  256 

Hebsohell,  Lord 

Irish  Land  Law,  Comm.  cl,  1,  16.  24  ;  d.  16, 
43  ;  cl,  17,  46  ;  el,  20,  1679,  1088 :  d,  21. 
1690,  1691,  1694 ;  cl,  25,  Amendt.  1701 

Tithe  Rent-Charge,  Report,  el,  4,  1575 

Hill,  Colonel  E.  S.,  Bristol,  8. 
Army  Estimates — Provisions,  Forage,  Ac.  133 

HoABE,  Mr.  S.,  Norwich 
Public   Worship    Regulation   Act,  1874— The 
Rev.  J.  Bell  Cox,  892 

Holland,    Right     Hon.    Sir   H.    T. 
(Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies), 
Hampitead 
Africa  (South)~Zulu]and,  67,  08,  254,  501, 

502,  508,  509 
British  Quiana—  Ecclesiastical  Affi&irs,  862 
Ceylon — Celebration  of  the  Jubilee  Year  of  Her 
Majesty's  Reign — Legislative  Council- 
Proposed  Keform  of  Constitution,  1073 
Dock  Accommodation  at  Colombo,  1421 
Fiji — Public  Flogging  of  a  Wesleyan  Methodist, 

247 
Parliament — New  Rules  of  Procedure  (1882)— 
Rule  2  (Adjournment  of  the  House)— Aa- 
nexations  in  Zulu  land.  Motion  for  Adjourn- 
ment, 629 
South    Pacific  —  New    Uebrides  —  Island    of 

Tanna,  247 
Supply — Civil  Serfices  and  Re?«nue  Depart- 
ments, 164 
Trinidad— The  Pitch  Lake,  1217 
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Holmes,    Eight    Hon.    H.    (Attorney 
General  for  Ireland),  Dublin  Uhi- 
versity 
Criminal   Law  Amendment  (freland),  Comm. 
el,  1,  Aroendt.  250,  260,  262.  263.  264,  266, 
267.  361.  363. 380,  389.  392.  396.  397.  400  ; 
eU  2,  416,  417.  428,  429.  430,  431,446,  447. 
481,  550,  570  ;  Amendt.  581.  594,  000,  733, 
734,  746,  749.  761,  764,  784.  914,  943,  946, 
956,  963,  973.  974,  998,  1006 ;  cl.  3,  1238, 
1241,  1247,  1263,  1273,  1281,  1284,  1287, 
1291,  1292,  1298,  1316,  1321,  1390,  1393, 
1396,  1403,  1406,  1409,  1410,  1413;  e/.  4, 
1444,  1446,  1450,  1456,  1469.  1478,  1480, 
1502,  1515,  1516,  1517.  1518,  1529,1530; 
eL  5,  1751.  1753,  1776,  1781,  1787,  1791, 
1793,    1797,    1798,    1807,    1808 ;  Amendt. 
1811,  1812,  1818,  1820,  1822,  1825,  1828, 
1830,  1831,  1833, 1835 
Criminal    Law    Amendment   (Ireland)    [Ex- 
penses],  Res.    1560 ;    Comm.   1840,    1843, 
1845 
Ireland  ^Qoestions 

Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests — Eaton 

Bequest,  710 
Evictions— Powers  of  Sheriff,  520 
Poor  Relief  Inquiry   Commission,    1887 — 

Compound  Elating  of  Occupiers,  1423 
Public   MeetinfTS— Suppression    of  Public 
Meetings  in  Ulster,  257 
Ireland — Law  and  Justice — Questions 

Court  of  Bankruptcy  —  Imprisonment  of 

Father  Keller,  722,  004 
Court    of   Queen's    Bench  —  Change  of 

Venue,  1220 
Ut^h  Court  of  Justice— Court  of  Appeal — 
The   Lord    Chancellor  of  Ireland,  902, 
1058,  1080 
Imprisonment  of  Michael   Spillane,    707, 

708 
'*  KcTil  V.  King-Harman,*'  863 
The  Brothers  11  o ward.  Imprisoned  for  Con* 
tempt  of  Court,  708,  707 
Supply — Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments. 208,  209,  211,  223,  224 

Home  Department — Secretary  of  State 
(je$  Matthews,  Eight  Hon.  K.) 

HoKB  Department— Under  Secretary  of 
State  {see  Wortley,  Mr.  0.  B. 
Stuart-) 

Hooper,  Mr.  J.,  Cork,  8,E, 

Ireland — Evictions — Violent  Conduct  of  an 
'*  Emergency  Man  "  at  Monkstown,  Co. 
Cork.  495,  496,  877,  1417,  1418 
Fishery  Piers  and  Harbours — Additional 
Accommodation  in  the  West  of  Ireland, 
1590 

Houldswoeth,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Manehes- 
Ur,  N,  jr. 

Manchester   Ship  Canal,   Motion   for  LeaTO, 
1346, 1347,  1350  ;  2R.  1709.  1714,  1760 

Howell,  Mr.  Q-.,  JBethnal  Green,  JT.  E. 
0?er   Darwen    Corporation,     Consid.    493 ; 
Ameudt.  494 


HoYLE,  Mr.  I.^  Lancashirey  8.E,,  Sey* 
wood 
Poor  Law — Parochial  Relief,  1886 — Statistics, 
1719 


HoziER,  Mr.  J.  H.  0.,  Lanarhhire^  S. 

Trusts  (Scotland)  Act  (1867)  Amendment, 
Comm.  el,  2,  Amendt.  1 203 ;  add,  eL 
Amendt.  1204 


Hubbard,  Eig^ht  Hon.  J.  G.,  London 

Wales— Anti- Tithe  League,  895 


Hughes  -  Hallett,     Oolonel    F.     0., 

Rochester 
Admiralty — Conversion  of  the  Royal  Marine 

Artillery  into  Marine  Infantry,  254 
Army  Estimates — ProTisions,  Forage,  Ac.  77 
War  Office  (Ordnance   Department) — Captain 
Horton,  Inspector  of  Saddlery  at  Wool- 
wich, 60 
Skilled  and  Ordinary  Workmen  at  Enfield, 
62 

Hunter,  Mr.  W.  A.,  Aberdeen,  N, 

Criminal    Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 

el,  2,  765.  949 
Jubilee   Thanksgiving    Service    (Westminster* 

Abbey)  —  Royal  Procession  —  Post  Offices 

along  the  Route,  1740 

Hyde  Park  Corner    (Sew  Streets)  Bill 

( The  Lord  Menniker) 

I.  Committee  May  23,  820  (No.  79) 

Moved,  **To  disagree   to  the   Amendts.  pro- 
posed by  the  Select  Committee  "  (The  Lord 
Henniker) ;  Motion    agreed    to ;    Amendts. 
negatived  ;  Bill  reported 
Read  3»  •  June  9 

Illingworth,  Mr.  A.,  Bradford,  W. 

Criminal  Law  AmendnMnt  (Ireland),  Comm. 
el.  2,  925 

Municipal  Corporations  Acts  (Ireland)  Amend- 
ment (No.  2),  Comm.  add.  el,  812 

Public  Parks  and  Works  (Metropolis),  2R. 
793 

Supply— Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments, 206,  219,  220,  222 

Immigration  of  Destitute  Foreigners 
Questions,  Mr.  J.  Q.  Talbot,  Mr.  T.  P.  Gill ; 
Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson) 
May  19,  514;  Question,  Mr.  Munro- Fer- 
guson ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  (Baron  Henry  De  Worms)  May  19, 
520 


Imperial  Defences — King  Oeorge^s  Sound 

— The  Colonial  Conference 
Question,   Mr.  Baden -Powell ;    Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  SUte  for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stan- 
hope) June  9, 1435 
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InohiquiNv  Lord 

Irish  Land  Law,  Gomm.  12  ;  cl.  4,  32  ;  eL  5, 
S5  ;  cl.  6,  Amende,  ib.  ;  ci,  20,  16S2 

Incumbents  of  Benefices  Loans  Exten- 
sion Act  (1886)  Amendment  Bill  [h.l.] 

(  The  Duke  of  Buckingham  and  Chandoa) 
L  Royal  Assent  Mat/  23  [50  Vict,  o.  8] 

Incumbents'    Sesignation    Act    (1871) 
Amendment  Bill  [h.l.] 

(The  Duke  of  Buckingham  cuid  Chandoa) 
I,  Presented  ;  read  l*^  •  May  17         (No.  104) 

Indla. — Secretary  of  State  {see  Cboss, 
Viscount) 

India. — ^Under  Secretary  of   State  {see 
GoRST,  Sir  J.  E.) 

India  ( Questions) 

Bengal  —  Manufacture  of  Spirits,  Question, 
Mr.  S.  Smith ;  Answer,  The  Under  Seore- 
tarf  of  State  for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst) 
Mag  20,  715 

Pisheen  Valley  Railroad,  The,  Question,  Mr. 
Munro-Ferguson ;  Answer,  The  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst) 
June  7,  1225 

Public  Service,  Admission  of  Natives  and  Eu" 
ropeans  to  the.  Question,  Mr.  King ;  An- 
swer, The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  May  20,  715 

Public  Service '  Commitsion,  The —  The  Un^ 
covenanted  Civil  Service,  Question,  Mr. 
King ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  June  10, 
1582 

Sanitation,  Question,  Mr.  Kenyon ;  Answer, 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Sir 
John  Gorst)  June  13,  1738 


India — The  Zand  Acquisition  Act — Ex- 
propriation of  Zemindars  at  Ami 
Ghat,  Mussoorie 
Moved,  for  a  "  Copy  of  Sir  Alfred  Lyairs 
Resolution  on  the  judgment  of  the  Chief 
Justice"  {TJ^e  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley) 
May  16,5 ;  after  short  debate.  Motion  with- 
drawn 

Intermediate  Education  (Wales)  (No-  2) 

Bill  (Mr,  Mundella,  Mr.  Osborne 

Morgan,  Mr,  Richard,  Sir  Eussey   Vivian, 
Mr,    Rathbone,   Mr,   Stuart    Rendel,    Mr, 
William  Abraham) 
c.  Ordered ;  read  1*>  •  June  7  [Bill  285] 

Ireland  ( Questions) 

Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests  —  The 
Eaton  Bequest,  Question,  Mr.  V\r.  J.  Corbet ; 
Answer,  The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Holmes)  May  20,  710 

[eont» 


iKELkTSJi^ccnt. 

Dispensaries — Oughterard  Board  of  Ouardiant^ 
Question,  Mr.  Foley  ;  Answer,  The  Parlia- 
mentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel 
King-IIarman)  June  10,  1586 

Emigration  from  JreUmd,  Question,  Mr.  W. 
A.  Macdonald  ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentar/ 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King- 
IIarman)  May  10,  512 

Refusal  of  the  Authorities  at  New  York  to 
allow  Emigrants  to  Land,  Question,  Mr.  T. 
P.  O'Connor ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King- 
Harman)  May  24,  1030 

Into-xicaling  Liquors  (Ireland)  Act,  Section  8 — 
Fine  on  an  Hotel  Keeper  for  Exhibiting  a 
Political  Banner,  Question,  Mr.  J.  E.  EUis; 
Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
May  19,  495 

Roads  and  Bridges^  Derry  Bridge  Commis- 
sioners, Question,  Mr.  Justin  McCarthy; 
Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Uarman) 
May  16,  54 

The  Executive  (Ireland)— The  Parliamentarp 
Under  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant^ 
Questions,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor ;  Answers,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) 
May  20,  720 

The  Executive  and  Mr,  Patrick  Egan,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  ;  Answer,  The 
Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  May  24.  1030 

Tramways — Line  between  Schull  and  Skib' 
bereen.  Question,  Mr.  Gilhooly ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron 
Henry  De  Worms)  May  16,  52 

Labourers'  (Ireland)  Acts 
The  Return,  Question,  Mr.  W.  J.  Corbet  ;  An- 
swer,  The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman)  May  16, 
65 

Ouardians  of  the  Carriehnacross  Union,  Qaes- 
tions,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  An- 
swers.  The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman)  May  23, 

883 

Oranard  Ouardians,  Question,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Ilealy ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Uarman) 
May  23,  864 

Land  (Ireland) 

Land  Act  (Ireland) — Appointment  of  5ii5- 
Commissioners,  Question,  Mr.  Lea,  Mr. 
Mayne ;  Answers,  The  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
May  19,  497 

Fair  Rents— Case  of  f.  R,  Whitney,  Ques- 
tions, Dr.  Kenny ;  Answers,  The  Parlia- 
mentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colo- 
nel King-Harman)  May  19,  504 

Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  Act,  1885 — /2tf- 
turns^  Question,  Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis ;  Answer, 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H, 
Smith)  May  23,  894 


tRfi         IRE 


{  SESSION    18  8  7) 


lEE 


IRE 


3»5 


Ibelakd — eont, 
Irish  Land  Commission 

Olebe  Land  Purchasers,  Questions,  Mr.  Dillon  ; 
Answers,  The  Parliamentary  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-IIarman) 
June  9,  1418 

Th4  Chief  Latui  Commissioners  at  Longford^ 
Re-hearing  of  Appeal,  Question,  Mr.  Haj- 
den  ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-IIarman) 
June  10,  1584 

Irish  Land  Commissioners — Sitting  at  Clon- 
melt  Question,  Mr.  Flynn ;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four) May  20, 714 

Land  Commission  Court  —  John  Smith,  of 
Currembla,  Co.  Sligo,  Questions,  Mr.  P. 
M' Donald  ;  Answers,  The  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King- 
IIarman)  3/ay  23,  8(57 

Public  Meetings  (Ireland) 

Interference  of  the  Police  at  Dungannon,  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny,  Mr.  M'Cartan,  Mr. 
Waddy;  Answers,  The  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Har- 
man)  May  23,  885 

Nationalist  Meetings  in  Ulster,  Questions,  Mr. 
M'Cartan,  Mr.  Chance  ;  Answers,  The  Par- 
liamentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  May  23,  889 

Proclaimed  Meetings 

Froclamition  of  the  Dungannon  Union^  Ques- 
tioos,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Storey,  Mr.  T,  M. 
Healy  ;  Answers,  Tho  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  May  19,  622 

Protestant  Borne  Rule  Association — Kilkeel, 
Qaestions,  Mr.  M'Cartan :  Answers,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four) Junel,  1221 

Suppression  of  Public  Meetings  in  Ulster, 
Questions,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  T.  C.  Harring- 
ton ;  Answers,  The  Parliamentary  Under  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman), 
The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Holmes),  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith).  Tho  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  May  17,  256  ; 
Question,  Mr.  Blane ;  Answer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  ; 
Question,  Mr.  Sexton  No  reply]  May  20, 
718 

BoAHD  OP  Public  Works  (Ibeland) 

Loo  Rock,  Question,  Mr.  Gilhooly ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson) 
May  20,  712 

The  Oovernment  Subvention  of  £50,000,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  ?  Answer,  The 
Chancellor  of  tho  Exchequer  (Mr.  Ooschen) 
Jfay  23,  899  ,—Artenal  Drainage  {The  Bar- 
row Valley  and  the  Bann),  Question,  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor 
of  tho  Exchequer  (Mr.  Goschen)  June  6, 
1071  ;  Questions,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor, 
Mr.  T.  M.  llealy,  Mr.  P.  M'Donald  ;  An- 
swers, Tho  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
(Mr.  Goschen)  June  9,  1425 

\cont. 


Ireland — eont, 

COMMIBSIONEBS   OF   IrISH    LiOHTS 

Lighthouse  Keepers  and  their  Families,  Ques- 
tions, Colonel  Nolan  ;  Answers,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry 
Do  Worms)  May  23,  888 

National  Education  (Ireland) 

Board  of— The  Vacant  Seat,  Question,  Mr.  T. 
W.  Russell ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King- 
Harman)  May  19,  496 

Annadown  (  Co,  Down)  Naliona  I  School,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Ker  ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King- 
Harman)  May  16,  61 

Aughiogan  (Co.  Tyrone)  National  School — 
The  *•  Wbrkmistress,'*  Question,  Mr.  M.  J. 
Kenny  ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
May  16,  61 

Carrickavuilkin  {Co,  Armagh)  National  School, 
Question,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four) May  20,  711 

Milltown  { Co,  Tyrone)  National  School,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny  ;  Answer,  The  Par- 
liamentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  May  10,  62 
Classification  of  Teachers,  Question,  Mr. 
Dillon  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  June  7.  1218 

Fishery  Piers  and  Harbours  (Ireland) 

Additional  Accommodation  in  the  West  of 
Ireland f  Questions,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy ;  Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  tho 
Exchequer  (Mr.  Goschen)  June  10,  1690 

Piers  and  Harbours  (Ireland) 

Arklow  Harbour  Works,  Questions,  Mr.  W. 
J.  Corbet;  Answers,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  May  20,  718 

The  Pier  at  Cape  Clear  Island,  Question,  Mr* 

Gilhooly ;    Answer,   The  Secretary  to  the 

Treasury    (Mr.    Jackson)  ;     Question,  Dr. 
Tanner  [No  reply]  May  20,  71 1 

Sea  and  Coast  Fisheries  (Ipeland) 

Trawling  in  Donegal  Bay,  Qaestions,  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor,  Mr.  Chance,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy,  Mr.  Maurice  Healy ;  Answers.  Tho 
Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  May  23,  887 

Lunatic  Asylums  (Ireland) 

Dundrum  Criminal  Asylum^ The  Resident 
Medical  Ofieer,  Question,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Corbet ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Har- 
man) May  19,  199 

Monaghan  District  Asylum,  Question,  Mr. 
P.  O'Brien ;  Answer,  Tho  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King- 
Harman)  May  16,  63 

Richmond  District  Asylum,  Question,  Dr. 
Kenny  ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-IIarman) 
May  23,  882 
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Irblard — cont. 
PooB  Law  (Ireland) 

Election  of  OuardianSt  Bantry  Union,  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  Gilhooly ;  Answers,  The  Parlia- 
meotary  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel 
Kiog-Harman)  Afay  19,  497 

Joseph  Watt,  Relieving  Officer  of  the  Belfatt 
Union,  Question,  Mr.  Leahy ;  Answer,  The 
Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  May  16,  66 

Poor  Relief  (Ireland)  Inquiry  Commission, 
ISSI-^The  Report,  Question,  Mr.  Dillon  ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  June  1,  1219  ^--Com- 
pound  Rating  of  Occupiers,  Questions,  Mr. 
J.  £.  Ellis,  Mr.  Conybeare,  Mr.  Edward 
Harrington;  Answers,  The  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King- 
Ilarman),  The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Holmes)  June  9,  1421 

Post  Office  (Ireland) 

Contracts — Mail  between  Bundoran  and  Bun^' 
doran  Junction,  Question,  Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral (Mr.  Raikes)  May  23,  864 

Carriage  of  Mails  to  Kilmallock,  Question, 
Mr.  Finucane ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster 
General  (Mr.  Raikes)  May  23,  889 

Conveyance  of  Mails  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
Question,  Mr.  Mao  Neill ;  Answer,  The 
Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Raikes)  June  13, 
1789 

Telegraph  Department 

The  Telegraph  Office,  Dublin,  Question,  Mr. 
M'Cartan  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral (Mr.  Raikes)  May  16,  64  ;—The  Female 
Telegraph  Staffi,  Questions,  Mr.  T.  C. 
Harrington  ;  Answers,  The  Postmaster  Gene* 
ral  (Mr.  Raikes)  May  17,  252 
Telegraph  Line  to  Charlestown,  Question,  Mr. 
Dillon  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General 
(Mr.  Raikes)  June  7, 1223 

Law  and  Justice  (Ireland) 

Barbovilla  Prisoners,  The,  Observations,  Mr. 
Tuite;  Reply,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Stuart- 
Wortley)  May  24, 1048 

Court  of  Queen's  Bench— Change  of  Venue, 
Questions,  Mr.  Maurice  Healy ;  Answers,  The 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes) 
June  7, 1225 

Sigh  Court  of  Justice — The  Court  of  Appeal— 
The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  Questions, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Ilealy ;  Answers,  The  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  May  23, 
901  ;  Observations,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ; 
Reply,  The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Holmes)  May  24,  1055 
Trawfer  of  Clerks,  Questions,  Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  Answers.  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson) 
May  23,  869 

Miscarriage  of  Summonses,  Question,  Mr. 
Maurice  Healy  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster 
General  (Mr.  Raikes)  May  16,  62 

Quarter  cmd  Land  Sessions  at  Granard, 
Questions,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  Answers, 
The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land (Colonel  King-Harman)  May  23,  864 

[cotU, 


Ibbland— Z/auf  and  Justice — cont. 

Case  of  Joseph  Comerford  —  Belfast  PoHee 
Court,  Question,  Mr.  M'Cartan ;  Answer, 
The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman)  May  23, 858 

Francis  Cook,  Drumsna,  Questions,  Mr. 
O'Kelly ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
May  23,  860 

7%«  Brothers  Soward,  Imprisoned  for  Con- 
tempt of  Court,  Questions,  Mr.  Murphy,  Dr. 
Kenny ;  Answers,  The  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  May  20.  706 

The  Imprisonment  of  Father  Keller,  Question, 
Mr.  Dillon  ;  Answer,  The  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  ;  Question,  Mr. 
Chance  [No  reply]  May  20,  722  ;  Questions, 
Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Chance ;  Answers,  The 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes), 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour)  May  23,  903 

** Kevil  ▼.  King-Harman"  Questions,  Mr.  T. 
M.  Healy  ;  Answers,  The  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  May  23,  862 

Imprisonment  of  John  Ryan,  an  Evicted 
Tenant,  Question,  Mr.  Henry  II.  Fowler; 
Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Colonel  King  -  Harman) 
June  13,  1723 

Imprisonment  of  Michael  Spiltane,  Questions, 
Mr.  Murphy,  Dr.  Kenny,  Mr.  Arthur  0*Con- 
nor ;  Answers,  The  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  May  20,  707 

Law  AMD  Police  (Ibblamd) 
Denis  Lynch,  an  **  Etnergency  Man,"  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  Hooper ;  Answers,  The  Parlia- 
mentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel 
King-Harman)  May  23,  877 

The  Rotal  Ibish  Constabulary 

Alleged  Misconduct  of  two  Constables,  Co. 
Limerick,  Question,  Dr.  Tanner,  Dr.  Kenny  ; 
Answers,  The  Parliamentary  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
May  23,  890 

Convictione  for  Assault,  Question,  Mr.  Fina- 
cane;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Har- 
man) May  23,  875 

Police  Barracks  at  Meenaeladdy,  County 
Donegal—  The  Magistracy  (Ireland)— JSher- 
eock  Petty  Sessions,  Questions,  Mr.  0*  Han- 
Ion  ;  Answers,  The  Parliamentary  Und«r 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Har- 
man) June  13, 1729 

Promotion  of  Sergeant  Magee  (Belfast),  Qom- 
tion,  Mr.  U.  Campbell ;  Answer,  The  Par- 
liamentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  June  10,  1592 

Prisons  (Ireland) 
Assault  on  Warder  M*ConneU  in  MoutOjajf 
Prison,  Question,  Mr.  Maurice  Healy  ;  An- 
swer, The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman)  lf<mf  16, 
57 

Crimb  and  Outraob  (Ireland) 
Agrarian  Crime  (Ireland),  Question,  Mr.  W. 
£.  Gladstone  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.   J.  Balfour)  Mau  S3, 
898 
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iBBUHD—CWiNtf  and  Outrage — oont. 

The  Return  for  April  and  Mat/,  Question,  Mr. 
John  Money ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  June  9,  U39 

Evictions  (Ireland) 

Alleged  Outrage  by  a  Member  oj  the  Royal 
Irish  Conttabulary,  Questions,  Mr.  Cony- 
beare;  Answers,  The  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
June  10,  1501 

Monaghan  Union — Notiee  to  OuardianSf  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  Answers,  The  Par- 
liamentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-Ilarman)  May  16,5i  ;  May  23, 
85U 

Powers  of  Sheriffs  Question,  Mr.  Finuoane ; 
Answer,  The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Holmes)  May  10,  520 

StatittieSf  Question,  Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis  ;  Answer, 
The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land (Colonel  King-Uarman)  June  13, 1720 

Violent  Conduct  of  an  "  Emergency  Man " 
at  Monkstown,  Co.  Cork,  Questions,  Mr. 
Hooper ;  Answers,  The  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-IIar- 
roan)  May  19,  405  ;  June  9,  HI 7 

Evictions  at  Bodyke,  Co,  Clare 

Question,  Mr.  Conybeare  ;  Answer,  The  Par- 
liamentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  June  9,  1423  ; 
Questions,  Mr.  Conybeare,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr. 
W.  Redmond  ;  Answers,  The  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King- 
Harman)  June  13, 1731 

Alleged  Misconduct  of  the  Constabulary,  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  Conybeare,  Mr.  Dillon  ;  Answers, 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr,  A,  J. 
Balfour)  June  9,  1438 

Captain  E.  W.  D.  Croker,  Question,  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor  ;  Answer,  The  Parliamen- 
tary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel 
King  Harman)  June  13,  1735 

Alleged  Violence  to  an  Old  Woman,  Questions, 
Mr.  Conybeare,  Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot, 
Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny;  Answers, 
The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman)  June  13, 
1740 

JSvietiansonLord  Kenmare*s  Estate,  KiUarney, 
Questions, Mr.  W.  A.  MaodonalJ,  Mr. Cony- 
beare ;  Answers,  The  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Uar- 
man) June  13,  1735 

Evictions  in  Co.  Mayo,  Questions,  Mr.  Dillon  ; 
Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
CMr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  June  7,  1228 

Irish  Land  Law  Bill  [h.u] 

{The  Lord  Frivy  Seal) 

L  Committee  May  16,  12  (No.  58) 

Committee  May  17,  243 
Report  •  May  20  (No.  106) 

Committee  (on  re-comm.)  Jane  13, 1679 

Isaacs,  Mr.  L.  H.,  Newington,  Walworth 
Post  Office— Auxiliary  Letter  Carriers — Case 

of  Henry  Goodchild,  505 
Public  Tarks  and   Works  (Metropolis),   2R. 
801 


Isaacson,  Mr.  F.  Wootton,  Tower  Sam- 
letsy  Stepney 
Manchester  Ship  Canal,  2R.  1716 

Islands  of  the  Southern  Pacific — see  title 
Southern  Pacific 


Jackson,  Mr.  W.  L.  (Secretary  to  the 
Treasury),  Lecdsy  N. 
Civil   Service— Civil    Service     Writers— The 
Treasury  Minute,  499,  711 
Lower  Division — Examinations  in  Dublin, 
876 
Deeds  of  Arrangement  Registration,   Comm. 

c/.  8,  817 
Harbour    Loans — Memorandum   of  Board  of 

Trade.  1886, 1420 
Inland   Revenuo  Department — Collections  at 

Liverpool,  Colohestcr,  and  Cork,  58 
Ireland — Questions 

Board  of  Public  Works— Loo  Rock,  712 
High  Court  of  Justice— Transfer  of  Clerks, 

870 
Piers  and    Harbours  —  Arklow    Harbour 
Works,  719  ; — Pier  at  Cape  Clear  Island, 


712 


Merchant  Shipping— Hours  of  Unloading,  519 
Municipal  Corporations  Acts  (Ireland)  Amend- 
ment (No.  2),  Comm.  cl.  1,  632 
Public  Offices — Lower  Division  Clerks  in  the 

Treasury  Office,  1588,  1589 
Public  Parks  and    Works   (Metropolis),  2R. 

800,  801 
Superannuation    and    Retired    Allowances — 
Pension  to  a  Custom  House  Officer— Frau- 
dulent Drawing,  518,  519 
Supply,  Report,  403 

Revenue  Departments— Post  Office  Tele- 
graph Services,  Motion  for  reporting 
Progress,  1183 

James,  Eight  Hon.  Sir  H.,  Bury^  Lan- 

cashire 
Manchester  Ship  Canal,  2R.  1718 

James,  Hon.  W.  H.,  Gateshead 

Supply— Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments, 152 


Jeesey,  Earl  of 

Uyde  Park  Corner  (New  Streets),  Comm.  822 

Johnston,  Mr.  W.,  Belfast,  8. 

Belfast    Main     Drainage,     Lords'    Amendts. 

Consid.  655,  656 
Ireland  —  Executive  —  Parliamentary    Under 

Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  721 
yunicipal  Corporations  Acts  (Ireland)  Amend- 

mcnt  (No.  2),  Comm.  cl.  1,  620 

Jubilee  Services  in  St.  Margaret's  Church 
and  Westminster  Abbey — see  titles 
Parliament ;— Queen f  The 
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Kay-Shuttleworth,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  U. 
J.,  Lancashire^   Clitheroe 

Agrionltural    Department  —  Scarlatina  —  Dr. 

Klein's  Milk  Theory,  1720 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 

el,  2, 1012,  1021 


EIblly,  Mr.  J.  BicHardSi  CamhenveU,  N, 
East  India  Stock  ConTorsion,  Consid.  add,  cl, 
627 


KENinr,  Dr.  J.  E.,  Corky  8. 

Oriminal   Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
el,  1,  358;  Amendt.  377,  379,  395;  cl,  2, 
454,941,957;  cZ.  5, 1834 
Ireland — Questions 

Land   Act — Fair  Rents — Case  of  T.   R. 

Whitney,  504 
Law  and  Justice — Brothers  Howard,  Im- 
prisoned for  Contempt  of  Court,  707  ; — 
Imprisonment  of  Michael  Spillane,  707 
Lunatic     Asylums  —  Richmond     District 

Lunatic  Asylum,  882,  883 
Royal    Irish    Constabulary — Alleged  Mis- 
conduct of  Two  Constables,  Co.   Lime- 
rick, 891 
Supply — Cifil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments, 159, 199,  201,  218 
Report,  408 


Kennt,  Mr.  M.  J.,  Tyrone,  Mid 

Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Lords'  Amcndts,  654 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
cl,  1, 326, 355,  375  ;  el,  2, 489, 598  ;  Amendt. 
995,  997,  998  ;  cl,  5, 1817 
Ireland — Questions 

Board  of  National  Education — Augbiogan 
National    School,    Co.    Tyrone  —  Tbe 
Workmistress,   51  ;— Milltown   National 
School,  Co.  Tyrone,  52 
Evictions  ^Evictions  at  Bodyke,  Co.  Clare 
— Alleged  Violence  to  an  Old   Woman, 
1741 
Public  Meetings— Interference  of  the  Police 
at  Dungannon,  885,  886 
Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of  Ireland, 

SR.  498 
Supply— Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments, 180,  189, 191 


KsNTONy  Hon.  G.  T.,  D&nhigh,  Sfe, 
India— Sanitation,  1738 

Keb,  Mr.  E.  W.,  Down,  K 

Ireland  —  Board    of    National    Education — 
Annadown  National  School,  Co.  Down,  51 


KiLMOBBY,  Earl  of 

Irish  Land  Law,  Comm.  15  ;  ei,  20,  Amendt. 
1688 ;  el,  21,  Amendt.  1689,  J  696 


KncBBB,  Mr.  H.,  Wandiworth 
Poblic  Parks  and  Works  (Metropolis),  2R. 
796, 802 


KiMBEBLEY,  Earl  of 

Egypt  _  Anglo- Turkisb  Convention  —  Tbe 
Papers,  1568 

Irisb  Land  Law,  Comm.  d,  1,  20,  28  ;  el.  31, 
1693 

Pluralities  Act  Amendment  Act  (1885)  Amend- 
ment, 2R.  637 

Tithe  Rent- Charge,  Comm.  cl,  2,  839 ;  el,  Z, 
845 ;  Report,  el,  2, 1573 

Kino,  Mr.  H.  S.,  HuU,  Central 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 

eU  2,  Amendt.  731 
India — Admission  of  Natives  and  Europeans  to 
the  Public  Service,  715, 1582 
Special    Allowance  to  Engineer   OflBeers, 
16*^2 
Inland  Revenue — Income  Tax— Charge  on  the 
Wives  of  Civil  and  Military  Officers  in  India ; 
and  others  Abroad,  513 

Kino-Habmak,  Bight  Hon.  Colonel  E. 

R.  (Parliamentary  Under  Secretary 

for  Ireland),  Kent,  hie  of  Thauet 
Ireland — Questions 

Asylums  —  Monaghan  District  Lunatic 
Asylum,  54 

Dispensaries — Ougbterard  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, 1586 

Emigration  from  Ireland,  512  ; — Refusal 
of  the  Authorities  at  New  York  to  allow 
EmigranU  to  Land,  1030 

Kxecutive  and  Mr.  I'atrick  Egan,  1030 

Intoxicating  Liquors  Act — See.  8 — Fine 
on  an  IIotel-Keeper  for  Exhibiting  a  Poli- 
tical Banner,  459 

Lunatic  Asylums  —  Dundrum  Criminal 
Lunatic  Asylum — The  Resident  Medical 
Officer,  490  ;~  Richmond  District  Lunatic 
Asylum,  882,  883 

Poor  Law — Election  of  Guardians,  Bantry 
Union,  497  ; — Joseph  Watt,  RelioTing 
Officer  of  the  Belfast  Union,  56 

Poor  Relief  Inquiry  Commission,  1887— 
Compound  Rating  of  Ocoupiera,  1433, 
1423 

Prisons — Assault  on  W.irder  M'Connell  in 
Mountjoy  Prison,  57 

Public  Meetings — Interforenoe  of  the  Police 
at  Dungannon,  886,  887 ; — Suppression 
of  Public  Meetings  in  Ulster,  256,  357. 
890 

Roads  and  Bridges— Derry  Bridge  Com« 
missioners,  54 

Sea  and  Coast  Fisheries— Trawling  in 
Donegal  Bay,  887,  888 

Ireland — ^Evictions — Questions 

Lord  Ken  mare's   Estate,  Killamey,  1736, 

1737 
Monaghan    Union — Notice    to  Goardiaos, 

6b,  858 
SUtistics,  1720 
Violent  Conduct  of  an  "  Emergency  Man" 

at  Monkstown,  Co.  Cork,  496,  877,  1418 

Ireland— Evictions  at  Bodyke,  Co.  Clare- 
Questions 

1424,  1731,  1732 

Alleged  Violence  to  an  old  Woman,  1741» 
1742 

CapUin  £.  W.  D.  Croker,  1735 
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Kiro-Haruak,  Right  Hon.  Colonel  E.  R. — eont. 

Ireland— Irish  Land  Commission — Questions 
Appointment  of  Sub- Commissioners »  498 
Chief  Land  Commissioners  at  Longford— 

Re-hearing  of  Appeal,  1584 
Fair  Rents— Case  of  T.  R.  Whitney,  004, 

505 
Glebe  Land  Purchasers,  1419 
Land  Commission   Court — John  Smith,  of 

Currembla,  Co.  Sligo,  868 

Ireland— Labourers'  Act — Questions 
Granard  Guardians,  864 
Guardians  of  the  Carrickmacross  Union, 

884 
Quarter  and   Land   Sessions  at  Granard, 

864 
The  Return,  55 

Ireland — Law  and  Justice— Questions 

Francis  Cook,  Drumsna,  860 

John  Ryan,  ati  Evicted  Tenant,  Imprison- 
ment of,  1723 

Joseph  Comerford,  Case  of — Belfast  Police 
Court,  859 

Ireland^ National  Education,  Board  of— Ques- 
tions 

Annadown  National  School,  Co.  Down,  51 

Aughiogan  National  School,  Co.  Tyrone — 
The  Workmistress,  52 

Milltown  National  School,  Co.  Tyrone,  52 

Vacant  Seat,  496 

Ireland — Rojal  Irish  Constabulary— Questions 
Alleged  Misconduct  of  Two  Constables,  Co. 

Limerick,  890,  891 
Convictions  for  Assault,  875 
Evictions — Alleged  Outrage  by  a  Member 

of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  1591 
Jubilee    Year    of    Her    Majesty's    Reign, 

Celebration    of  —  Circular  of   the   In. 

speotor  General,  1430,  1431 
Police  Barracks  at  Meenacladdy,  County 

Donegal  —  Magistracy — Sheroook    Petty 

Sessions,  1730 
Promotion   of  Sergeant   Magee   (Belfast), 

1592 

Municipal    Regulation     (Constabulary,    &o.) 
(Belfast),  Motion  for  Leave,  1026,  1027 

Open  Spaces  (Dublin),  2R.  232 

Supply — Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments, 173,  185,  186,  188,  195,  196 

Labouohebe,  Mr.  H.,  Northampton 

Africa  (South)— Zululand,  68 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
el.  2,  988,  992 ;  cl  3,  1234  ;  c/.  4,  1519 

Dake  of  Connaugbt's  Leave,  Comm.  el.  1,  788, 
789 

France— Paris  Eihibition,  1889,  59,  1428 

Great  Eastern  Railway,  Consid.  692 

Jubilee  Tear  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign,  Celebra- 
tion of— n.R.U.  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  61 

Metropolitan  Police  Force— Return  of  Con- 
stables Dismissed  and  Reduced,  500,  501 

Parliament — New  Rules  of  Procedure  (1882) 
-^Rule  2  (Adjournment  of  tho  House) — 
Annexations  in  Zululand,  Motion  for  Ad- 
joaroment,  525,  526 

Parliament — Sittings  and  Adjournment  of  the 
Honae—Whitsun  Holidays,  902 

Poblio  Puks  and  Works  (Metropolis),  2R.  799 

[e&nt. 


Labouchbrs,  Mr.  U.— con^. 

Supply— Civil  Services  and   Revenue  Depart- 
ments, Amendt.  139,  141 
Post  Office   Services,  Post  Office  Savings 
Banks,  <ko.  1125,  1126 
War  Office — Regimental  Bandsmen  at  Political 
Meetings,  501 

Lamington,  Lord 

Colonial  Service  (Pensions),  2R.  642 
Literature,  Science,   and  Art — The  National 
Portrait  Gallery,  643 

Land  Transfer  Bill  [h.l.] 

( The  l^ord  Chancellor) 

I,  Committee  ;  Report ;  Bill  re-committed  May  17, 
233  (No.  105) 

Law  Agents  (Scotland)  Act  (1873)  Amend- 
ment Bill  {Mr,  J.  B.  Balfour^  Sir 
Lyon  Flay f air t  JDr,  Cameron,  Mr,  Haldane, 
Mr.  Edmund  Robertson) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  1»*  June  7  [Bill  284] 

Law  AND  Justice  (Enoland  and  Wales) 

( Questions) 

Court  of  Bankruptcy — Private  Examination — 
Mr.  E.  M.  Lanffworthy,  Question,  Dr. 
Cameron ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry  De  Worms) 
May  19,511 

High  Court  of  Justice — Appeals  in  the  H^use 
of  Lords y  Question,  Mr.  Bradlaugh  ;  An- 
swer, The  Attorney  General  (Sir  Richard 
Webster)  i/ay  24,  1028 

(Quarter  Sessions  and  Assizes,  Question,  Mr. 
Shirley  ;  Answer,  The  Attorney  General 
(Sir  Richard  Webster)  May  16,  50 

The  Magistraot 

Borough  of  Hanley,  Question,  Mr.  Woodall ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Stuart- Wortley) 
May  19,  503 

Lords  Lieutenant  of  Counties,  Question,  Mr. 
J.  Roberts  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Matthews) 
June  9,  1427 

Nonconformist  Magistrates  in  Flintshire,  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  D.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Osborne  Morgan  ; 
Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
^Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  May  IB,  66 ;  Question, 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonde ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Stuart- Wortley)  May  20,  724 ;  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Samuel  Smith  ;  Answer,  The  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews)  May  24,  1027;  Observa* 
tions,  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  Mr.  Osborne  Mor- 
gan May  24,  1045 

Lawrence,    Sir  J.  J.   Trevor,   Surrey, 
Reigate 
Criminal  Law   Amendment  (Ireland),  Coram 
el,  2, 1009 
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Lawson,  Sir  "W.,  Cumberland,  Cocker- 
month 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Gomm* 
el,  S,  1234,  1363 

Licensed  Viotuatlers'  Protection  Society  — 
Ootonel  King-Harman,  M.P.  251 

Parliament — ^Business  of  the  llouse— Unsatis- 
factory State  of  Pablifl  Business,  1065 

Parliament — ^Bosiness  of  the  Ilouse  (Procedare 
on  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland) 
Bill),  Res.  1622 

Lawson,  Mr.  H.  L.  W.,  Si,  Faneras,  JF. 
Parks  (Metropolis) — Constitution  Hill,  855 

Inclosures  in  Regent's  Park,  1224 
Parliament — Remuneration   of  Witnesses  at- 
tending Parliamentary  Committees,  1224 
Public  Parks  and  Works  (Metropolis),  2R.  801 
War  Office — First  Army  Corps — Horsed  of  the 
CaTalry  Regiments,  859 

Lea,  Mr.  T.,  Londonderry ^  8, 

Ireland — Land  Act — Appointment  of  Sub- 
Commissioners,  407,  498 

Leahy,  Mr.  J.,  Kildare,  8. 

Ireland — Poor  Law — Joseph  Watt,  Reliefing 
Officer  of  the  Belfast  Union,  56 

Lefevrb,  Eight  Hon.  G.  J.  Shaw,  Brad- 
ford, Central 
Criminal   Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
cl,  2,  Amendt.  473.  595,  780,  963,  974,979 ; 
el.  5,  Amendt.  1769, 1773 
Public  Parks  and  Works  (Metropolis),  2R.  796 
Supply — Revenue    Departments — Post  Office 
Telegraph  Serfices,  1170,  1176,  1180 
Post  Office  Servioes,  Post  Office   Savings 
Banks,  <bc.  1095,  1102,1109,  1110, 1133, 
1140, 1154 

LBiOHToir,  Mr.  S.,  Shropshire,  Oewettry 

EducaMon  Department — Celebration  of  the 
Jubilee  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign— Holiday 
in  Elementary  Schools,  66 

Parliament— Business  of  the  House,  1216 
Public  Business— Oaths  Bill,  66 

Leitbim,  Earl  of 

Irish  Land  I>aw,  Comro.  cl.  1,  17 ;  cl,  27, 
Amendt.  1701,  1704,  1705 

Lethbridge,  Sir  E.,  Kensington,  N. 
Ceylon — Celebration  of  the  Jubilee  Tear  of  Her 
Majesty's  Reign — Legislative    Council  — 
Proposed  Reform  of  Constitution,  1072 
Dock  Accommodation  at  Colombo,  1420 
Public  Parks  and  Works  (Metropolis),   2R. 
794 

Licensed  Victuallers^  Protection  Society — 
Colonel  KingSar'man^  M.  P, 
Question,  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Homo  De- 
partment (Mr.  Stoart-Wortley)  May  17, 251 


Lientenancy  Clerks  Allowances  Bill 

( Jfr.  Brodriek,  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope,  Mr. 

Northeote) 
c.  Ordered  ;  read  1*>  •  May  23  [Bill  274] 

Lighthome    liluminants  —  The     Trinity 
House  Peport 
Question,  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell ;    Answer,  The 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of   Trade    (Baroa 
Henry  De  Worms)  June  13, 1726 

Lighthouses  and  Lightships — Telegraphic 

Communication  —  Lord     Crawford  t 

Committee — Tory  Island 
Question,   Lord    Ernest   Hamilton ;    Answer, 
The    Secretary   to    the    Board    of    Trade 
(Baron  Henry  De  Worms)  May  20,  710 

Literature,    Science,   and  Art — The  Na- 
tional Portrait  Oallery 
Observations,  Lord  Lamingtoa  ;  Reply,  Lord 
Henniker;  short  debate  thereon  M^y  20, 
648 

Local  Government  Board — President 
{see  Ritchie,  Eight  Hon.  0.  T.) 

Local  Ooyemment  (Lreland)  Provisional 
Orders  (Ballyshannoiiy  ftc.)  Bill 

{Colonel  Kinff'Httrman) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  V*  •  May  23  [Bill  272] 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Order  (Eilliney  and  Ballybrack)  BiU 

{Colonel  Kiny'Sarman,  Mr,  Balfour) 
c.  Ordered  ;  read  !•  •  May  24  [Bill  276] 

Local   Government  Provisional  Orders 

(Gas)  Bill  {Mr,  Long,  Mr,  RitehU) 

c.  Report  •  ;  read  3*»  June  9  [Bill  259] 

Read  3°  •  June  10 
I.  Read  1*  *  [Earl  Brownlow)  June  13  (No.  119) 

Local  Government  Provisional    Orders 

Bill  {Lord  Baifour) 

I,  Royal  Assent  May  23  [60  Viet,  e.  zliz] 

Local  Government   Provisional  Orders 

(So,  2)  Bill       (Mr,  Long,  Mr,  Ritchie) 

c.  Read  2'*  •  May  17  [BiU  261] 

Report  •  June  9 

Read  3»  •  June  10 
/.  Read  1**  {Earl  Brownlow)  June  13 

(No.  120) 

Local  Government   Provisional  Orders 

(No.  3)  Bill      {Mr.  Long,  Mr.  Ritchie) 
c.  Ordered  ;  read  1<»  •  May  18  [BUI  268] 

Read  2'»  •  June  7 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 

(No.  4)  Bill        {Mr.  Long,  Mr.  Ritchie) 
c.  Ordered  ;  i-ead  I"  •  May  20  [BOl  260] 

Read2®*/iiii«7 
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Iiocal  Ooyemment  Provisional  Orders 

(No.  5)  Bill        {Mr,  Long,  Mr.  Mitehie) 
«.  Ordered ;  read  1«  *  June  7  [Bill  280] 

Xiocal  Oovemment   Provisional  Orders 

(No.  6)  Bill      {Mr.  Long,  Mr.  Ritchie) 
€.  Ordered  ;  read  1«  •  June  7  [Bill  281] 

IfOcal   Oovemment   Provisional  Orders 

(No.  7)  Bill       (ITr.  Long,  Mr,  Ritchie) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1«  •  June  7  [Bill  282] 

Local   Government  Provisional  Orders 

(No.  8)  Bill     {^r.  Long,  Mr,  Ritchie) 
c.  Ordered  ;  read  !<>*  June  8  [Bill  286] 

Local   Ctovemment   Provisional   Order 

(Highways )  Bill         ( lord  Balfour) 
I.  Read  2*  •  May  17  (No.  87) 

Committee*:  Report  if  ay  20 
Read  3*  *  May  23 

Local  (Government   Provisional   Orders 

(Poor  Law)  Bill        {Lord  Balfour) 

I.  Read  2*  •  May  17  (No.  88) 

Committee  *  ;  Report  May  20 
Read  3*  *  May  23 

Local   Ctovemment  Provisional  Orders 
(Poor  Law)  (No.  2)  Bill 

{Lord  Balfour) 

I.  Read  2*  •  May  1 7  (No.  89) 

Committee  *  ;  Report  May  20 
Read  3**  May  2S 

Local  (Government    Provisional  Orders 
(Poor  Law)  (No.  3)  Bill 

{Mr.  Long,  Mr,  Ritchie) 

c.  Read  2<» •  May  17  [Bill  260] 

Report  •  June  9 

Read  3«  *  June  10 
I,  Read  !••  (E,  Brownlow)  June  13    (No.  118) 

London,  Bishop  of 

Tithe  Rent-Charge,  Gomm.  el,  2,  840 ;  el.  7, 
Amendt.  846;  el,  8,  ib,;  Report,  el,  9, 
Amendt.  1575 

Iiondon  Corporation  (  Charges  of  Malversa' 
turn) 
Question,  Mr.  Bradlaogh  ;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  II.  Smith) 
May  23,  893 

Lord  Advooate,  The  (see  Maodonald, 
Eight  Hon.  J.  H.  A.) 

Lord  Libutenant  of  Ireland  —  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  (see  Balfour,  Eight 
Hon.  A.  J.) 


Lord  Lietjtenant  of  Ireland— Par- 
liameDtarj  Under  Secretary  to  the 
{see  King-Harman,  Eight  Hon. 
Colonel  E.  E.) 

Loss  of  Life  at  Sea — Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission 
Question,  Mr.  Grotrian  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trade  (liaron  llcnry 
De  Worms)  May  20,  723 

Lothian,  Marquess  of  (Secretary  for 
Scotland) 

Crofters'  Uoldings  (Scotland),  2R.  238,  213 
Lunacy  Districts  (Scotland),  2R.  634,  635 
Scotland— -llillhead  and   KeWinside  (Annexa- 
tion to  Glasgow) — The  Botanic  Gardens  and 
the  University,  641 

Lowther,  Hon.  W.,  Westmoreland,  Ap- 
pleby 
Jubilee    Thanksgiving    Service   (Westminster 
Abbey) — Seats  Outside  on  Public  Ground, 
1593,  1744 

Lunacy  Districts  (Scotland)  Bill  [h.l.] 

(The  Marqmas  of  Lothian) 
I.  Read  2*  May  20,  634  (No.  82) 

MoArthxtr,  Mr.  A.,  Leicester 

Places  of  Worship  (Sites),  2R.  1819 

McAbthur,  Mr.  W.  A.,   Cornwall,  St. 
AusieU 
Criminal   Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
cl.  3,  Amendt.  1252,  1203, 1265 

Maoabtney,  Mr.  W.  G.  E.,  Antrim,  S. 

Municipal  Corporations  Acts  (Ireland)  Amend* 
ment  (No.  2),  Comm.  el.  1,  632,  633 

McCartan,  Mr.  M.,  Down,  S. 

Ireland — Law    and    Justice — Case  of  Joseph 
Comerford — Belfast  Police  Court,  858 
Post  Office— Telegraph  Office,  Dublin,  64 
Ireland — Public  Meetings — Qaettions 

Interference  of  the  Police  at  Duugannon, 

886 
Nationalist  Meetings  in  Ulster,  889 
Proclaimed    Meetings — Protestant    Home 
Rule  Association,  Kilkeel,  1221, 1222 

McCarthy,  Mr.  Justin,  Londonderry 

Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Lords'  Amendts.  674 
Ireland — Roads  and    Bridges^-Derrj   Bridge 
Commissioners,  54 

Magdonald,  Bight  Hon.  J.  H.  A.  (Lord 
Advocate),  Edinburgh  and  St.  An- 
drew*s  Universities 
Scotland—  Quei  tions 

Crofters'   Holdings  Act,  1886— Loans  for 

Fishing  Uarbours,  1584 
Deer  Forests— <jlarbai  Ben  WjttIs,  1433 
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Macdonald,  Right  Hon.  J.  H.  A. — eont, 

EdooAtion  Aofc,  1878— Certificates  ofBirths, 

1722 
Fishery  Board— The  Report,  1743 
Law  and    Jastioe — Angus    MacLauchlan, 

1722 
Literatare,  Science,  and  Art— The  Votes, 

256 
Foliation  of  Rivers — Discharge  of  Sewage, 

Ac.  into  the  River  Gljde,  1579 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  1071 
Tweed  Acts,  506 

Tweed  Fisheries — Alleged  Trespasses,  708 
University  of  Glasgow — Professor  of  Scots 

Law,  1226 
Trusts  (Scotland)    Act    (1867)    Amendment, 
Comm.  el,  2,  Amendt.  1203 ;  add,  el,  ib. 

MoDoNALD,  Mr.  p.,  SliffOf  N. 

Great  Eastern  Railway,  Consid.  703 
Ireland  —  Land    Commission    Court — John 
Smith,  of  Currembla,  Co.  Sligo,  867,  868 
Public  Works — Government  Subvention  of 
£50,000  —  Arterial    Drainage   (Barrow 
Valley,  tbc.  Drainage),  1427 
Supply— Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments, 210,211,213 

McDonald,  Dr.  B.,  Robb  and  Cromarty 

Scotland — Questions 

Action  of  the  Crofters'  Commission,  1044 
Deer  Forests— Garbat  Ben  Wyvis,  1433 
Post  Office— Northern  Mails,  1733 

United    States  —  Emigration    of    Highland 
Crofters,  1434 

Maodonald,    Mr.  W.  A.,    Queen^s  Co., 
OsBory 
Ireland,  Emigration  from,  512,  513 

Evictions  on  Lord  Kenmarc's  Estate,  Kil- 
larney,  1735,  1737 

MoGAREL-Hoaa,  Sir  J.  M.  (Chairman 
of    the     Metropolitan    Board    of 
Works),  Middlesex,  Rormey 
Public  Parks  and  Works  (Metropolis),  2 R.  792 

Mackintosh,  Mr.  0.  Fraseb-,  Inverness- 
shire 
Scotland — Education  Act,    1378 — Certificates 
of  Births,  1722 
Lanr  and  Justice — Angus    MacLauchlan, 
1722 
Supply — Revenue  Departments  ~Post  Office 
Services,   Post  Office  Savings  Banks,  &o. 
1141 

Maokaqhten,  Lord 

Iri^b  Land  Law,  Comm.  el,  1 ,  20,  36 
Mao  Neill,  Mr.  J.  G.  S.,  Donegal,  S, 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
el  3,  1249;  Amendt.  1288,  1202:  cl,  4, 
Amendt.  1445,  1446,  1533 ;  cl,  5,  1740 

Ireland — Post  Office — Conveyance  of  Mails  in 
the  North  of  Ireland,  1730 


Madagascar — Capture  of  Natives  by  ike 
French  and  transport  to  Riunion 
Question,  Mr.  Atkinson;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign    Affairs  (Sir 
James  Fergussoo)  May  23,  877 

Mallock,  Mr.  K.,  Deton,  Torquay 
Army  Estimates — Provisions,  Forage,  ^c.  127 

Manchester  Ship  Canal  Bill  {hy  Order) 
e.  Moved,    "  That    the     Standing     Orders    be 
suspended,  and  that  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to   enable   the   Manchester   Ship 
Canal  Company  to  raise  a  portion  of  their 
capital  by  means  of  preference  shares,  aad 
that  Mr.  Ilouldsworth,    Mr.   Jacob  Bright, 
Sir  James  Fergusson,  Sir  Henry  Roseoe,  the 
Honourable   Alan  de  Tatton   Egerton,  Mr. 
Addison,  and   Mr.  Elliott  Lees  do  prepart 
and  bring  it  in  *'  {Mr,  Houldtworth)  June  8, 
1346 ;  after  short  debate.  Question  pat,  and 
agreed  to 
Moved,    "That'    the     SUnding     Orders    he 
suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read 
10  *'  ^Mr,  Houldtworth) ;  Question  put,  and 
agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  1° 
Moved,  "That  Standing  Orders  62,201,223, 
and  235  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be 
now  read  2°**   {Mr.    Houldtworth);  aAer 
short  debate.  Debate  adjourned 
Debate  resumed  June  13,1706  ;  Amendt.  after 
*'  Standing  Orders,"  add  **  204  and  m  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  referred  to 
the    Examiners    of   Petitions    for    Prirate 
Bills"  {Mr,  Selater-Booth) ;  Question  pro- 
posed, *'  That  the  words,  Ac.  ;  "  after  de- 
bate, Amendt.  withdrawn  ;  Amendt.  made* 
by  leaving  out  204  and  223 ;  Main  Questioo, 
as  amended,  put  and  agreed  to 
Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  62  And  235  be 
suspended  ;  Bill  read  2*^ 

Maitnebs,  Bight  Hon.  Lord  J.  J.  B. 
(Chancellor  of  the  Dachy  of  Lan- 
caster), Leicestershire,  E. 
Agricultural    Department  -«  Scarlatina  —  Dr. 
Klein's  Miik  Theory,  1721 

Market  Tolls,  The  Select  Committee  en-- 

Nomination  of  the  Committee 
Question,  Mr.  T.  M.  Ilcaly  ;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  tlie  Treasury   (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
June  7, 1232 

Marlborough,  Duke  of 

Tithe  Rent-Charge,  Comm.  el.  I,  Amendt.  839 

Marriage  Laws  —  The  Rector  of  Much 
Woolion,  Liverpool 
Question,  Mr.   £.   R.  Russell ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Uome  De- 
partment (Mr.  Stuart- Wortlcy)  May  23,860 

Marum,  Mr.  E.  P.  M.,  Kilkenny,  N 

Criminal   Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Cooioi. 
el,  2,  Amendt.  783,  786,  787,  909 
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Mason,  Mr.  8.,  Lanark,  Mid 

Admiraltj— Supply  of  Welsh    Coal    to    Her 

Majesty's  Ships  at  Queensferry,  725,  726 
Army  and   Navy   Estimates,    Nomination   of 

Select  Committee,  903  ;  Amendt.  1205 
Coal  Mines — Colliery  Accident  in  Lanarkshire, 
1436 
Udston  Colliery  Accident,  1077 
Finance,  4c. — The  National  Debt,  253 
Inland  Revenue — Income  Tax  on  Profits  earned 

by  Foreigners,  253 
Fariiament— Business    of    the    House— Coal 

Mines,  4o.  Regulation,  1437,  1438,  1593 

Matthews,  Right  Hon.  H.  (Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department), 
Birminghaniy  E, 
Coal  Mines — Questions 

Colliery  Accident  at  Motherwell,  1352 
Colliery  Accident  in  Lanarkshire,  1436 
Udston  Colliery  Accident,  1077,  1078, 1440 
Employers*    Liability    Act  —  Renewal    and 

Amendment,  1320 
Employers'  Liability  Act  (1880)  Amendment, 

2«.  1415 
Jubilee  Year  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign,  Celebra- 
tion of— London  School  Children   in   Hyde 
Park,  1429  .-—Metropolitan  Police,  1737 
Magistracy    (FiUgland    and    Wales)  —  Lords 
Lieutenant  of  Counties,  1428 
Nonconformist  Magistrates  in  Flintshire, 
1027 
Metropolitan  Police — Questions 

New  Station  on  the  Thames  Embankment, 

1582 
Sergeant  Marphy,  1229,  1724 
Superintendents'  Divisional    Reports    for 
1886,  1590 
Metropolitan    Police    Courts— Hammersmith 
and  Wandsworth  District,  1728 

Maxwell,  Sir  H.  E.  (A  Lord  of  the 

Treasury),  Wigton 

••Board  of  Trade  Journal  "—Ad  fertisements, 
1728 

Mayne,   Admiral  E.   C,  Pembroke  and 
jffaoerfordwest 

Admiralty— Sheers  at    Pembroke  Dockyard, 

8S5 
Criminal   Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 

eL  2,  1017 

Maywb,  Mr.  T.,  IHpperary,  Mid 

Ireland— Land  Act — Appointment  of  Sub- 
Commissioners,  498 

Merchant  Shipping 

Mours  of  Unloading,  Question,  Mr.  Atkinson  ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Jackson)  May  10,  519 

Loss  of  the  S.S,  ••  Carmona"  Question,  Mr, 
Edwards-Moss  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry  De 
Worms)  May  23,  870 

Wreck  Commissioners'  CourtSt  Hull— Nautical 
Assessors,  Question,  Mr.  Atkinson  ;  Answer, 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  (Mr.  Stuart-Wortleyi  May  17, 
252 
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Merchant  Shipping^conU 

Loss  of  Life  at  Sea— Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission,  Question,  Mr.  Grotrian  ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
(Baron  Henry  De  Worms)  May  20,  723 

Metropolis 
Metropolitan  District— Deaths  from  Starvation 
and  Privation,  Question,   Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot  ; 
Answer,  The  President  of  the  Local  6o?ern- 
ment  Board  (Mr.  Ritchie)  May  10,  514 
The  Parks— Constitution  Hill,  Questions,  Mr. 
Lawson  ;  Answers,  The  First  Commissioner 
of  Works  (Mr.  Plunket)  May  23,  855 
Enclosures  in  RegenCs  Park,  Question,  Mr. 
Lawson ;  Answer,  The  First  Commissioner 
of  Works  (Mr.  Plunket)  June  7,  1224 
[See  title  Royal  Parks  and  Pleasure 
Gardens'] 

Metropolis  (Cable  Streeti  Shadwell)  Fro- 
visional  Order  Bill 

(Mr.  Stuart'  Wortley,  Mr.  Secretary  Matthews) 
e.  Ordered  ;  road  1«»  •  June  6  [Bill  277] 

Metropolis  Management  (Battersea  and 

Westminster)  Bill      (Earl  Fortescm) 
I.  Read  I**  May  16  (No.  101) 

Metropolis  (Shelton  Street,   St.   Giles) 
Provisional  Order  Bill 

(Mr.  Stuart'  Wortley,  Mr.  Secretary  Matthews) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1«  •  June  6  [Bill  278] 

Metropolitan  Police 

Duties  of  the  Police  Serving  in  the  Bouse  of 
Commons,  Questions,  Mr.  O'Hanlon  ;  An- 
swers, The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  (Mr.  Stuart- Wortley) 
May  20,  717  ;  May  23,  880 ;  Question,  Mr. 
Gent-Davis ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Stuart- Wortley)  May  23,  883  ;— Extra  Duly 
of  the"  A  '*  Division,  Question,  Mr.  Chan- 
ning ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Stuart - 
Wortley)  May  23,  868 

New  Station  on  the  Thames  Embankment, 
Question,  Mr.  W.  L.  Bright ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment (Mr.  Matthews)  June  10,  1582 

Police  Courts —  The  Hammersmith  and  Wands' 
worth  Districts,  Question,  Mr.  0.  V.  Morgan; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  (Mr.  Matthews)  June  13, 
1728 

Return  of  Constables  Dismissed  and  Reduced, 
Questions,  Mr.  Labouchore ;  Answers,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment (Mr.  Stuart-Worlley)  May  19,  500 

Sergeant  Murphy,  Question,  Mr.  Conybeare  ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  (Mr.  Matthews)  June  7,  1229  ; 
Question,  Captain  Price  ;  Answer,  The  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews)  June  13,  1724 

Superintendents*  Divisional  Reports  for  1886, 
Question,  Mr.  Pickersgill ;  Answer,  The  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews) /untf  10,  1589 


MET 


MOE 


I  INDEX  J 


MOR 


MUN 


Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order 

Bill  (Earl  Benuchamp) 

l»  Royal  Assent  May  23  [50  Viet.  c.  xxxi] 

Midland  Great   VTentern  Railway  of  Ire- 

land  Bill  {by  Order) 
e.  3R.  doferred,  after  short  debate  May  10,  401 
Read  3^  after  short  debate  May  20,  647 

MiDLBTON,  Viscount 

Africa  (South) — Affairs  of  Swaziland,  852 
Irish  Land  Lav,  Comm.  13 

MiLLTowN,  Earl  of 

Irish  Land  Land  Law,  Comm.  13  ;  el.  1,  20 ; 
el.  5,  Amendt.  S3,  35  ;  el.  10,  Amendt.  42  ; 
el.  20,  49  ;  el,  22,  Amendt.  1608 
Police  Force  Enfranchisement,  2R.  4 

MoLLOY,  Mr.  B.  C,  KingU  Co.y  Birr 
Army    Estimates — Provisions,     Forago,    Ac, 

Amendt.  124,  132 
Criminal   Law   Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
cl.l,SS\;  ci.  2.  463.  752,  927  ;  ct.  3,  1263, 
1268, 1316,  1306,  1403  ;  el.  4,  1473.  1477; 
Amendt.  1487,  1400  ;  el.  5, 1752  ;  Amendt. 
1807 
First  Offenders.  Consid.  add.  el.  804 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Procedure 
on  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland) 
Bill),  Res.  1637 
Supply — Revenue    Departments — Post    Office 
Services,  Post  Office  Savings  Banks,  Ae. 
1127 
Post  Office  Telegraph  Services,  1165, 1170 

Monk-Bretton,  Lord 

Tithe  Rent-Charge,  Comm.  el.  3,  845 


Montagu,  Mr.  S.,  Tower  Mamleta,  White- 
chapel 

"  Board  of  Trade  Journal " — Contract  for  Ad- 
vertisements, 879, 1727 

Currency — French  and  Italian  Copper  Coins, 
1721 

Submarine  Telegraph  Company,  1727 

Supply— Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments, 145 


MoNTEAQLE  of  Brandon,  Lord 

Irish  Land  Law.  Comm.  el,  11,  Amendt.  39, 
41  ;  el.  16,  Amendt.  42 ;  el.  20,  Amendt.  48 


MoRaAN,  Eight  Hon.  O.  Osborne,  Den- 
bighshire, £, 

Africa  (South) — Anneiations  in  Zululand,  502, 
535 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
el.  3, 1368 ;  el.  4, 1467 

Ireland — Law  and  Justice— Barbavilla  Pri- 
soners, 1050 

Law  and  J  uttioe— Flintshire  Magistracy,  67, 
1047 


MoRQAK,  Mr.  0.  v.,  Battenea 

Civil  Service  Writers — Treasury  Minute,  711 
Metropolitan    Police  Courts  —  Hammersmith 

and  Wandsworth  District,  1728 
Places  of  Worship  (Sites),  2a.  1850 
Post  Office  — Railway  and  Telegraph  Clerki— 

Compensation,  871 
Railway  and  Canal  Traffic — Carriage  of  Town 

Refuse,  1726 


MoRLBY,  Bight  Hon.  J.,  Nieweastle-upon- 
Tyne 
Africa  (South) — Annexations  in  Zululand,  509 
Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Lords'  Amendts.  672 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comn. 
el.  2,  445,  470.  786.  953,  987  ;  el,  3.  1310, 
1361;  ci.  5. 1749.  1767,  1771 
Egypt — Anglo-Turkish     Convention — France 

and  the  New  Hebrides — The  Papers,  1231 
Ireland  —  Crime  and   Outrage  —  Return  for 

April  and  May,  1439 
Manchester   Ship  Canal,    Motion    for  Leave. 

1351 
Parliament — Business  of  the  Iloase,  523 
Sittings  and  Adjournment  of  the  noaie— 
Whltsuntide  Recess,  65 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House— Criminal 
Law  Amendment  (Ireland)    Bill — Notice  of 
Instruction,  1441 

Mount- Temple,  Lord 

Dog  Owners,  2 R.  1562 

Parliament — Palace  of  Westminster— Central 

Hall— Position  of  the  SUtue  of  the  late  Earl 

of  Iddesleigh,  1577 
Registration  of  Dogs  in  the  Metropolis,  3R. 

234 


Mowbray,  Eight  Hon.  Sir  J.  R.,  Oxford 
University 
Manchester  Ship  Canal,  2R.  1715 

MuNDELLA,  Eight  Hon.  A.  J.,  Sheffield, 
Brighteide 
Deeds  of  Arrangement   Registration,  Comm. 

el.  11.1340 
War  Office— Contracts,  1733 

Municipal  CorporationA  Acts  (Ireland) 
Amendment  (No-  2)  Bill     {Sir  Jam^ 

Carry,  Mr,  Ewart,  Mr,  Johnston) 

e,  Committee~B.F.  May  19,  627  [Bill  176] 
Committee;  Report  May  20,  805;  Moved, 
<*  That  the  Bill  be  taken  into  Conaideratioa, 
as  amended,  on  Monday,  6th  June"  {Sir 
James  Corry),  814  ;  Amendt.  to  leave  out 
"6th  June."  add  ''next"  {Mr.  5m<wi)  ; 
Question  proposed,  **  That '  6tb  June,'  Ae. ;" 
alter  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  B«gi- 
ti?ed;  Question,  **  That  'next'  be  there 
added,"  put.  and  agreed  to  ;  Main  Qaettioa, 
as  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to 
Consideration,  as  amended,  deferred  May  S3, 

1026 
Considered ;  read  3<>  Jume  9, 1564 

{.  Read  l^^  (E,  Erne)  Jnn€  10         (No.  U6) 
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Municipal  Segulatioii  (Constabulary 
ftc.)  (Belfast)  Bill 

tf.  Motion  for  Leave  {Colonel  King  -  Harman) 
May  23,  1026 ;  after  short  debute,  Motion 
postponed 

Murphy,  Mr.  W.  M.,  DulUn,  St.  Patrick^ 

Criminal   Law   Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 

el.  1,399 
Ireland — Law  and  Justice — Imprisonment  of 
Michael  Spillane,  707 
The    Brothers     Howard,    Imprisoned    for 
Contempt  of  Court,  700 
Open  Spaces  (Dublin),  2R.  232 
Supply,  Report,  405 

national  Debt  and  Local  Loans  Bill 

{Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 

Mr,  Jackson) 

e.  Ordered  :  read  V*  •  May  16  [BUI  266] 

Read  2®  •  June  6 

Navy  (Qaestionti) 

Convertion  of  the  Royal  Marine  Artillery  into 
Marine  Infantry ^  Question,  Colonel  Ilughes. 
Uallett ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  (Lord  George  Hamilton)  May  17, 
254 

Departmental  Committee  on  the  Clerical  Et' 
tabliihmenli,  Questions,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Con- 
nor  ;  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty (Lord  George  Hamilton)  May  23, 
900 

Explosion  on  Board  S,M.S,  "Rupert**  at 
Utdlt  Question,  Mr.  C.  II.  Wilson  ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  For- 
wood)  June  10,  1581 

Permanent  Financial  Control,  Question,  Sir 
William  Plowden  ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  George  Hamilton) 
May  23,  855 

Police  Fine  on  a  Naval  Lieutenant,  Question, 
Mr.  Cunninghame  Graham  ;  Answer,  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  George 
IIamilton)3fay  16,  59 

Special  Kaval  Pension  to  Widow  of  Staff 
Commander  W,  M,  Savage,  Question,  Mr. 
Norris ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty (Lord  George  Hamilton)  May  23, 
872 

Supply  of  Welsh  Coal  to  Her  Majesty's  Ships 
at  Queensferry,  Questions,  Mr.  Mason  ;  An- 
■wers.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
(Lord  George  Ilaoiilton)  May  20,  725 

The  Dockyards 

Gratuities  to  Discharged  Workmen^  Question, 
Mr.  J.  O'Connor  (Tipperary,  S.);  Answer, 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord 
George  Hamilton)  May  20,  713 

Sheers  at  Pembroke  Dockyard,  Question,  Ad- 
miral .Mayne ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  (Lord  George  Hamilton) 
May  23,  885 

Newnes,  Mr.  G.,    Camhridge^  E.,  New- 
market 
Parish  Allotments  Committees,  2R.  229 


Nolan,  Oolonel  J.  P.,  Oalway,  N. 

Army  Estimates — Provisions,  Forage,  Ae,  116, 

118 
Commissioners   of   Irish   Lights — Lighthoase 

Keepers  and  their  Families,  888 
Criminal  Law   Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 

cl.  1,  867 :  el.  2,  447,  488.  489,  599,  932 ; 

el.S,  1282,  1283;  cl.  4.  1507 
Municipal  Corporations  Acts  (Ireland)  Amend- 
ment (No.  2).  Comm.  cl,  1,  632 
Parliament—  Business  of  the  House  (Procedure 

on  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland) 

Bill),  Res.  1641 
Places  of  Worship  (Sites),  2R.  1848 
Supply — Re?enue    Departments — Post  Office 

Services,   Post  Office  Savings  Banks,  Ao, 

1154,1158 
Vaccination — Action  of  the  Compulsory  Law 

of  Vaccination,  1054 

NoBBis,  Mr.  E.  S.,  Tower  Hamlets^  ZitM' 
house 
Admiralty — Special  Naval   Pension  to  Widow 
of  Staff  Commander  W.  M.  Savage,  872 

North  American  Fisheries — Canada  and 
thf  United  States — The  Fishery  Dis- 
putes— A  New  Commission 
Question,  Mr.  Gourley;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign   Affairs  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  May  23,  854  ;  Questions, 
Mr.  Gourley ;  Answers,  The  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James 
Fergusson)  June  9,  1417 
[See  titles  Canada —  United  States] 

North  Borneo  —  Operations  against  the 
Natives    at    Darvel    Bay — H,If,8, 
*'  Zephyr  " 
Question,  Sir  George  Campbell ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
(Sir  James  Fergusson)  May  23,  871  ;  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  W.  J.  Corbet ;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  George  Hamil- 
ton) May  23, 881 

NoBTHBBooE,  Earl  of 

Irish  Land  Law,  Comm.  cl,  21,  1693 
Scotland — Ilillhead  and  Kelvinside  (Annexa- 
tion to  Glasgow) — The  Botanic  Gardens  and 
the  University,  639 

NoBTHCOTE,     Hon.    H.    S.    (Surveyor 
General  of  Ordnance),  Exeter 
Africa  (South) — Sir  Charles  Warren's  Bechu- 

analand  Expedition,  1734 
Army — Cadets  of  the  Royal  Military  Academy 

at  Aldershot,  1723 
Army  Estimates — Provisions,  Forage,  Ac.  75 
War  Office— Questions 
Contracts,  1733 
Corporation  Road  round  the  Citadel  Fort, 

Plymouth,  725 
Insanitary    Condition   of  Dover  Barracks 

(Fort  Burgoyne),  250,  1729 
Regimental    Transport    at     Aldershot  — 

General  Service  Waggons,  700 
Report  of  the  Ordnance  Inquiry  Commis- 
sion, 1735 

[eont. 
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O'EsLLT,  Mr.  J.,  EoMcommon,  N. 
Irclmnd  —  Law  and  Jastice  —  Francis  Cook, 
Dxumsna,  860 

Onslow,  Earl  of  (Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Oolonies) 
Africa  (South)— Affairs  of  Swaxiland,  853 


Open  Spaces  (Dnblin)  Bill 

(Mr.  William  Itedmwid,  Mr,  T.  D,  Sullivan,  Mr, 
Murphy,  Mr,  Dwyw  Gray,  Mr.  Timothy 
Harrington) 
e.  Read  2o  May  16,  232  [Bill  80] 

Ordnance  Department — see  Army 

Obdnance  —  Surveyor     General      {see 
NoBTHOOTB,  Hon.  H.  S.) 

Over  Darwen  Corporation  Bill  {hy  Order) 
e.  Considered,  after  short  debate  May  19,  493 

Oyster  and  Massel  Fisheries  Provisional 

Order  Bill  {Baron  Emry  J)$ 

Worms,  Mr.  Jack$cn) 
c.  Ordered  ;  read  l"* •  June  7  [Bill  279] 


Paris  Exhihition,  1889 
Qaestion,  Mr.  I.abouchere  ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
(Sir  James  Fergusson)  ifay  16,  59;  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  £.  Robertson  ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
(Sir  James  Fergusson)  May  19,  519  ;  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  II.  T.  Davenport;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
(Sir  James  Fergusson)  May  23,  88i  ;  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Labouohere;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  Sute  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  June  9,  1438 

Parish  Allotments  Committees  Bill 

{Mr,  Cobb,  Mr,  Channing,  Mr,  Fuller,  Mr, 

James  EUit,  Mr,  Herbert  Gardner, 

Mr.  Thomas  Ellis) 

0.  Moved,  ''That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2^ " 
May  16,  237 ;  Moyed,  *'  That  the  Debate  be 
now  adjourned  **  (Mr,  Radcliffe  Cooke) ; 
after  short  debate,  Question  pbt;  A.  143, 
N.  85  ;  M.  58  (D.  L.  144)  [Bill  170] 

^arUament 

LORDS— 
Business  of  the  House 

Standing  Order  No.  XXXV.  to  be  considered 
To-morrow  in  order  to  its  being  dispensed 
with  for  the  remainder  of  that  day's  Sitting 
May  20 

Standing  Order  considered,  and  dispensed  with 
May  21 

TOIi.  OCOXy.    [txuid  ssuss.lt^im/. 


Pabuamxnt— LoBDf— 0onl. 

Private  and  Provisional  Order  ConJtrmaHon 
BiUs 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  Nos.  92.  and 
93.  be  suspended  ;  and  that  the  time  for 
depositing  petitions  praying  to  be  heard 
against  Private  and  Provisional  Order  Con- 
firmation Bills,  which  would  otherwise  ex- 
pire during  the  adjournment  of  the  House  at 
Whitsuntide,  be  extended  to  the  first  day  on 
which  the  House  shall  sit  after  the  recess 
May2S 

Sittings  and  Adjournment  of  the  House — The 
Whitsuntide  Recess,  Question,  The  Earl  of 
Kimberley  ;   Answer,  The  Prime  Minister 
(The  Marquess  of  Salisbury)  May  20,  646 

Jubilee     Thanksgiving   Service    {Westminster 
Abbey) 

Moved,  "  That  a  Select  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the 
distribution  of  tickets  of  admission  to  be 
given  to  Peers  on  the  occasion  of  the  Jubilee 
Thanksgiving  Service  to  be  held  in  West- 
minster Abl^y  on  21st  June"  {The  Lord 
Chamberlain)  May  16,  50  ;  Motion  agreed  to 

Select  Committee  nominated  May  17  ;  List  of 
the  Committee,  246 

[See  title  Queen,  The"] 

COMMONS— 
Jubilee  /Service  in  St,  Margarets  Church 

Moved,  <*That,  in  Celebration  of  the  Fiaieth 
Year  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign,  this  House 
will  attend  at  the  Church  of  St.  Margaret, 
Westminster,  on  Sunday  next,  the  22nd  of 
May  "  {Mr.  William  Henry  Smith)  May  17, 
258 ;  after  short  debate,  Question  put,  and 
agreed  to 

This  being  the  day  on  which  the  House  had 
Resolved,  in  Celebration  of  the  Fiftieth  Tear 
of  Her  Majesty's  Reign,  to  attend  Divine 
Service  at  the  Church  of  St.  Margaret, 
Westminster,  Mr.  Speaker  and  the  Bfemberi 
assembled  in  the  House,  and  proceeded 
thence  to  the  Church,  when  a  Sermon  was 
preached  before  the  House  by  the  Lord 
Bishop  of  Ripon  May  22 

Moved,  **  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House  be 
given  to  the  Right  Reverend  William  Boyd 
Carpenter,  D.D.,  Lord  Bishop  of  Ripon,  for 
the  Sermon  preached  by  him  on  Sunday 
before  this  House,  at  St.  Margaret's,  West- 
minster, and  that  be  be  desired  to  print  the 
same ;  and  that  Mr.  William  Henry  Smith 
and  Mr.  Secretary  Matthews  do  acquaint 
him  therewith  "  {Mr.  W.  H,  Smith)  May  23, 
907  ;  Motion  agreed  to 

Jubilee    Thanksgiving    Service   {Westminster 

Abbey) 

Moved,  ''That  a  Select  Committee  be  ap« 
pointed  to  consider  what  means  shall  be 
adopted  for  the  attendance  of  this  House  at 
the  Jubilee  Thanksgiving  Service  in  West- 
minster Abbey  on  the  21st  day  of  June  ; 
and  that  Mr.  William  Henry  Smith,  Mr. 
Childers,  Mr.  David  Plunket,  Mr.  Shaw 
Lefevre,   Viscount    Lewisham,    Mr.    Mar- 
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Parliahrnt  —  CouMONS  —  Jubilee  Thanksgiving 
Service  ( Westmintter  Ahhey)—Qoiit, 

joribanks,  Mr.  Cavendish  Beiitinck,  Sir 
Frederick  Mappin,  and  Mr.  Craig  Sellar  bo 
Members  of  the  said  Committee  ;  Five  to  be 
the  quorum  "  {Mr.  JF,  H.  Smith)  May  23, 
906  ;  after  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to 

[See  title  Queen,  The] 

Private  Bills 
Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  39  and  129  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  time  for  depositing 
Petitions  against  Private  Bills,  or  against 
any  Bill  to  confirm  any  Provisional  Order, 
or  Provisional  Certificate,  and  for  depositing 
duplicates  of  any  Documents  relating  to  any 
Bill  to  confirm  any  Provisional  Order,  or 
Provisional  Certificate,  be  extended  to  Mon- 
day 6th  June  ( The  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means)  May  24 

Pttblie  Petitions — Petition  from  Bradford — 
Alleged  Fictitious  Signatures,  Question,  Mr. 
Byron  Reed  ;  Answer,  The  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Petitions  (Sir  Charles 
Forster)  May  20,  728 

SITTmOS   AND    ADJOURNMENT    OF 

THE  MOUSE 

The  Whitsuntide  Recess,  Questions,  Mr.  Essle- 
mont,  Mr.  John  Morley  ;  Answers,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
May  16,  64  ;  Questions,  Mr.  Labouchere, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  :  Answers,  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  May2S, 
902 

Committees  (Ascension  Day) 
Ordered,  That  Committees  shall  not  sit  To- 
morrow, being  Ascension  Day,  until  Two  of 
the  clock,  and  have  leave  to  sit  until  Six  of 
the  clock,  nothwithstanding  the  sitting  of 
the  House  {Mr»  IVilUam  Henry  Smith) 
May  IS 

Adjournment  of  the  Souse 

Moved,  **  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn  " 
(Mr  Jackson)  May  17,  413 ;  after  short 
debate.  Question  put,  and  agreed  to 

Moved,  **  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn  " 
{Mr.  JF,S,  Smith)May  23,  1027;  Question 
put,  and  agreed  to 

Moved,  *'  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn" 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  June  10, 1677  ;  Moved, 
*'  That  the  Question  be  now  put  *'  (Mr.  W. 
E.  Smith) ;  Question  put ;  A.  203,  N.  71  ; 
M.  132  (D.  L.  223)    [2.40  A.M.] 

Question  put,  *'  That  this  House  do  now  ad- 
journ;"  A,  208,  N.  71 ;  M.  132  (D.  L.  224) 
[2.55  AM.] 

The  Whitsun  Recess,  Moved,  ''That  this 
House,  at  its  rising,  do  adjourn  till  Monday 
the  6th  day  of  June  next"  (Mr.  W.  B. 
Smith)  May  24,  1031 ;  Question  put,  and 
agreed  to 

B  USJKESS  OF  THE  HO  USE  A2W  P  UBLIC 
BUSINESS 

Question,  Mr.  John  Morley ;  Answer,  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  May  19,  522;— T^<j  Oaths  Bill, 
(^uestiobs,  Mr.  Stanley  Leightoni  Mr.  Brad- 

[cont. 


Paruambnt — Commons — Business  of  the  Boms 
and  Public  Business^^ont. 
laugh :  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  May  16,  6«  :- 
Legislation  of  the  Session,  Questions,  Mr. 
E.  Robertson;  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  U.  Smith)  May  20, 
726  :  Questions,  Mr.  E.  Robertson,  Sir 
George  Campbell,  Mr.  Burt ;  Answers,  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  June  7,  1230  ',-- Unsatisfactory  8taU 
of  Public  Business,  Observations,  Mr.  E. 
Robertson  ;  short  debate  thereon  May  21, 
1061 ;  Notice  of  Motion,  Mr.  Stanley  Leigh* 
ton  June  7,  1216  ;—Coal  Mines,  ^c.  Regula- 
tion Bill,  Question,  Mr.  Mason ;  Answer, 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  D. 
Smith)  June  9, 1437 ;  Questions,  Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  F.  S.  Powell,  BIr.  Burt ;  Answers.  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  11. 
Smith)  June  10,  1593:— CWminaZ  Lam 
Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill,  Notice  of  In- 
struction, Mr.  W.  H.  Smith ;  short  debate 
thereon  June  9,  1440 

Palace  of  "Westmxnsteb 

The  Central  Hall— Position  of  the  Statue  of 
the  late  Earl  of  Iddesleigh,  Question,  Obser- 
vations, Lord  Mount-Temple ;  Reply,  Lord 
Henniker  June  10,  1577 

Remuneration  of  Witnesses  attending  ParUa' 
mentary  Committees,  Question,  Mr.  Lawsoc ; 
Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Akers-Douglas)  June  7, 1224 

The  British  Parliament  and  the  Chaxnd 
Islands  and  Isle  of  Man,  Question,  Sir 
George  Campbell ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  May  23, 
393 


Parliament — Business  of  the  Souse  (Pro- 
oedure  on  the  Criminal  Law  Amend- 
ment (^Ireland)  Bill) 

Moved,  "  That,  at  Ten  o'clock  p.m.  on  Friday 
the  17th  day  of  June,  if  the  Criminal  Law 
Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill  be  not  previously 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  the  Chairman  shall  put  forthwith  the 
Question  or  Questions  on  any  Amendment  or 
Motion  already  proposed  from  the  Chair.  He 
shall  neit  proceed  and  successively  put  forth- 
with the  Questions,  That  any  Clause  then 
under  consideration,  and  each  remaining 
Clause  in  the  Bill,  stand  part  of  the  Bill, 
unless  Progress  be  moved  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vlded.  After  the  Clauses  are  disposed  of  be 
shall  forthwith  report  the  Bill,  as  amended, 
to  the  House 

'<  From  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Order,  no 
Motion,  That  the  Chairman  do  leave  the 
Chair,  or  do  report  Progress,  shall  bo  allowed 
unless  moved  by  one  of  the  Members  in 
charge  of  the  Bill,  and  the  Question  on  su^ 
Motion  shall  be  put  forthwith 

<*  If  Progress  be  reported  on  the  17th  June, 
the  Chairautn  shall  put  this  Order  in  force 
in  any  subsequent  sitting  of  the  Committee  " 
(Mr.  WiUiam  Henry  Smith)  June  10, 1694 

Amendt.  to  leave  out  from  first  word  **  That," 
add  **  ioasmuoh  as  the  Criminal  Law  Amend- 
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Parliament — Business  of  the  ITouse  {Procedure 
on  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  {Ireland) 
Bill) — cont. 

roent  (Ireland)  Uill  is  designed  to  deprivo 
the  Irish  people  permanentlj  of  their  Con- 
stitutional rights,  this  IIouso  declines  to 
sanction  the  proposal  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, to  deprive  the  Chair,  during  the 
discussions  in  Committee  on  the  said  Bill, 
of  the  power  which,  since  tho  opening  of 
those  discussions,  the  Chair  has  felt  called 
upon  repeatedly  to  exercise,  in  opposition  to 
Iler  Majesty's  Government,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  freedom  of  debate  in  this  House,  and 
the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  minorities  " 
(Mr,  Parnell) ;  after  short  debate,  Question 
proposed,  "  That  *  at  Ten  o'clock  p.m. ' 
Ac.;"  after  further  debate,  Moved,  "That 
the  Question  be  now  put"  {Mr,  W.  H. 
Smith);  Question  put;  A.  284,  N.  167; 
M,  117  (D.  L.  214) 

Question  put,  ''That  'at  Ten  o^clock  p.m.' 
Ac. ;  "  A.  301,  N.  181  ;  M.  120  (D.  L.  216) 

Amende,  to  leave  out  "  17th,"  insert  "  24th  »' 
{Mr,  Chance) ;  Question  proposed,  "  That 
'  17tb,'  Ac. ; "  after  short  debate,  Question 
put ;  A.  268,  K.  US  ;  M.  155  (D.  L.  216) 

Amendt.  in  line  3,  leave  out  "shall,"  insert 
"  may,  if  he  thinks  fit,  having  regard  to  the 
Rule  of  Closure  of  the  IStii  March,  1887" 
{Mr,  William  Redmond) ;  Question  pro- 
posed, "That  'shall,'  Ac.;"  after  short 
debate.  Moved,  "That  the  Question  be 
now  put"  {Mr,  W,  JET.  Smith)  \  Question 
put;  A.  258,  N.  91;  M.  167  (D.  L.  217) 
[1.10  a.m.]    - 

Question  put,  "That  'shall,'  Ac.;"  A.  255, 
N.  94  ;  M.  161  (D.  L.  218)  [1.25  a.m.] 

Moved,  "That  the  Main  Question  be  now 
put "  {Mr.  W,  M,  Smith) ;  Question  put ; 
A.250,N.91 ;  M.  159  (D.  L.  219)  [1.40  a.m.] 

Main  Question  put;  A.  245,  N.  93;  M.  152 
[1.55  A.M.] 

Division  List,  Ayes  and  Noes,  1671 

Ordered,  That,  at  Ten  o'clock  p.m.  on  Friday 
the  17th  day  of  June,  if  the  Criminal  Law 
Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill  be  not  previously 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  the  Chairman  shall  put  forthwith  the 
Question  or  Questions  on  any  Amendment  or 
Motion  already  proposed  from  the  Chair.  He 
shall  next  proceed  and  successively  put  forth- 
with the  Questions,  That  anj  Clause  then 
under  consideration,  and  each  remaining 
Clause  in  the  Bill,  stand  part  of  the  Bill, 
unless  Progress  be  moved  as  hereinafter  pro* 
Tided.  After  the  Clauses  are  disposed  of  he 
shall  forthwith  report  the  Bill,  as  amended, 
to  the  House 

From  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Order,  no 
Motion  That  the  Chairman  do  leave  the 
Chair,  or  do  report  Progress,  shall  be  allowed 
onless  moved  hj  one  of  the  Members  in 
charge  of  the  Bill,  and  the  Question  on  such 
Motion  shall  be  put  forthwith 

If  Progress  be  reported  on  the  17th  June, 
the  Chairman  shall  put  this  Order  in  force 
in  anj  subsequent  sitting  of  the  Com- 
mittee 


Parliament — Th^  .New  Rules  of  Procedure 
(1882)— ^ti^  2  {Adjournment  of  the 
Souse)  —  Matter f     Annexations    in 
Zululand 
Moved,  "  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn  " 
{Mr,  Labouehere)  May  19,  525  ;  after  short 
debate.  Moved.  "  That  the  Question  be  now 
put "   {Mr,    W,    B,  Smith)  ;  Question  put ; 
A.  278,  N.  156  ;  M.  122 
Division  List.  Ayes  and  Noes,  536 
Question  put,  "That  this  House  do  now  ad- 
journ ;"  A.  142,  N.  280  ;   M.  138  (D.  L. 
158) 

Parliament — The  New  Rules  of  Procedure 
(1887) 
Rule  1  {Closure  of  Debate),  Questions,  Mr.  T. 
M.    Ilealy ;    Answers,   Mr.    Speaker,    The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.    U. 
Smith)  May  23,  906 
Rule  2  {Sittings  of  the  House),  Question,  Mr. 
Provand  ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  May  23,  897 

PABLLA.MENT — HoUSE  OF  LOBDS 

Sat  First 
May  20— The  Lord  Meredytb,  after  the  death 

of  his  father 
May  23— The  Lord  Kinnaird,  after  the  death 

of  his  father 
June  10— The  Lord  Uindlip,  after  the  death  of 

his  father 

Parliament — House  of  Commons 
New  Member  Sworn 

May  23  —  William  Alexander  McArthur, 
esquire.  County  of  ComwiUl,  Mid 
or  St,  Austell  Division 

Pabnell,  Mr.  0.  S.,  Cork 

Criminal    Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm* 

el  3, 1239 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Procedure 

on  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland) 

Bill),  Res.  1598  ;  Amendt.  1608, 1616, 1017, 

1618 

Paxtlton,   Mr.  J.  M.,  Durham^  Bishop 
Auckland 
United  States— Emigrants  to  Tennessee,  502 

Pease,  Sir  J.  W.,   Durham,  Barnard 
Castle 
Supply — Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments, 201 

Peel,  Bight  Hon.  A.  W.  {see  Spbakeb, 
The) 

PiOKEssaiLLy  Afr.  E.  H.,  Bethnal  Oreen, 
S.JT. 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Oomm. 

el.  3, 1368 
Great  Eastern  Railwaj,  Coneid.  701 
Metropolitan  Police — Superintendents'  Divi- 
sional Reports  for  1880, 1589 
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P/CKEBSoiLL,  Mr.  E.  U.^^oni, 

Royal    Parks    and    Pleasure   Gardens — Kew 

Gardens — Partial  Closing  on  Whit  Monday, 

1229 
Supply — Re?eDue    Departmeoti—Post    OflSce 

Services,  Post  Office   Savings  Banks,  Ac. 

Amendt.  1155 

PiOTON,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Leiceiter 

Criminal   Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 

el.  3, 1333  ;  el,  5, 1747 
Vaccination  Act — Action  of  the  Compulsory 
Law  of  Vaccination,  1051,  1052 
Convictions  by  the  Leicester  County  Bench, 
724  ; — Assault  on  the  Police,  891 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 

Bill  {Baron  Benry  De  Wortna^ 

Mr,  JaclcBon) 

e.  Read  S**  •  May  16  [Bill  222] 

L  Read  1**  {L.  Stanley  of  Preston)  May  17 

Read  2»»  June  10  (No.  103) 

Committee*  ;  Report  June  13 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 

(No.  2)  Bill  {Baron  Henry  Be 

JTorme,  Mr.  Jaeheon) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1<»  *  June  6  [Bill  276] 

Places  of  Worship  (Sites)  Bill 

{Mr,  John  Ellis,  Mr,  Broadhurst,  Mr.  Borlase, 

Mr,  Burt  J  Mr.  M' Arthur,  Mr.  Henry 

Wilson)  [Bill  5] 

^.  Moved,  <*Tbat  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*" 
June  13,  1847  ;  Moved,  *<  That  the  Debate 
bo  now  adjourned "  {Mr.  J,  O.  Talbot) ; 
after  short  debate,  Question  put;  A.  160, 
N.  180  ;  M.  30  [2.30  A.M.] 
Division  List,  Ayes  and  Noes,  1851 

Playfaie,    Eight    Hon.    Sir     Lyon, 
LeedSf  S, 
Parliament — Business  of   the  House   (Proce- 
dure on  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ire- 
land) Bill),  Res.  1642 

Plowdkn,  SirW.  0.,  Wolverhampton,  JF. 
Admiralty — Permanent  Financial  Control,  855 
Army     (India)  —  Indian     Artillery  —  The 
9-Pounder  Muxzle- Loading  Gun,  856 

Plxtnket,  Right    Hon.   D.  R.   (First 
Oommissioner  of   Works),   Dublin 
University 
Disturnpiked   Roads  —  Annual   Receipts   and 

Contributions,  507,  508 
Greenwich  Park,  1419,  1420 
Jubilee   Thanksgiving  Service    (Westminster 
Abbey)— Letting  of  Seats  on  Public  Ground, 
1585,  1586,  1503.  1744 
Metropolis— Royal  Parks— Constitution   Hill. 
855 
Enclosures  in  Regent's  Park,  1224 
Public  Parks  and  Works  (Metropolis)  2R.790, 
793 

[cova. 


Plokkit,  Right  Hon.  D.  R. — cont. 

Royal  Parks  and  Pleasure  Gardens —  Kev 
Gardens — Partial  Closure  on  Whit  Hoodiy, 
1229 

Supply — Civil  Services  and  Revenoe  Depart- 
ments, 140,  143,  152 

Pluralities  Act  Amendment  Act  (1885) 
Amendment  Bill  [h.l.] 

{The  Lord  Bishop  of  Bangor) 

I.  Moved,  **That  the  BUI  be  now  read  2*" 
May  20,  636  (No.  96) 

Amendt.  to  leave  out  ('*  now,")  add  ("  this  day 
six  months")  {The  Earl  of  Powis);  after 
short  debate,  on  Question,  That  (*'  now,**) 
Ac. ;  resolved  in  the  negative  ;  Bill  read  2* 

Committee  *  May  23 

Police  Force  Enfiranchisement  Bill 

( The  Earl  of  Harrowby) 

I.  Read  2%  after  short  debate  May  16,  3  (No.  77) 
Committee  *  ;  Report  May  17 
Read  3»*  May  20 
Royal  Assent  May  23  [50  VicL  c.  9] 

Poor  Law  (England  and  Wales) 

(  Qusitions) 

MetropoHs^Strand  Board  of  Ouardimm—Cass 
of  EliMabeth  Smith,  Question,  Sir  Henry 
Tyler;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  (Mr.  Ritchie)  May  23, 
856 

Parochial  Relief  ISSd—Statistiei,  Question, 
Mr*  Hoyle;  Answer,  The  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  Ritehie) 
June  13,  1719 

Salaries  of  Poor  Law  Ofieers,  Question,  Mr. 
Waddy  ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  (Mr.  Ritchie)  May  16, 
63 

Post  Office  (England  and  Wales) 

(  Questions) 
An    Insurance    department,    Question,    Mr. 

Watt;    Answer,    The   Postmaster  General 

(Mr.  Raikes)  June  13,  1733 
Auxiliarv  Letter  Carriers ^Case  of  Henry 

Ooodchild,  Question,  Mr.   Isaacs  ;  Answer, 

The    Postmaster    General    (Mr.     Raikes) 

May  19. 503 
London — Position  of  Porters,  Question,  Mr. 

P.  O'Brien  ;  Answer,  The* Postmaster  Gene* 

ral  (Mr.  Raikes)  June  13,  1725 
Post    Ofice   and     Telegraph    Services  ^  Ket 

Revenue,  Question,  Sir  William  Uarcouii; 

Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

(Mr.  Gosohen)  May  17,  249 
Private  and  Oficial  Post^Cards,  Question,  Mr. 

Rankin;  Answer,  The  Postmaster   General 

(Mr.  Raikes)  May  16,  58 

TbLEGBAPH    DBPABTiatlfT 

Railway  and  Telegraph  Clerks — Coo»pensati«n, 
Question,  Mr.  O.  V.  Morgan  ;  Answer,  The 
Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Raikes)  May  3S» 
871 

The  Submarine  Telegraph  Company,  Question, 
Mr.  Montagu  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster 
General  (Mr.  Raikes)  June  13,  1727 
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Post  Office^EoBt  India  and  China  Mail  \ 
Contract 

Questions.  Mr.  Provand,  Dr.  Clark  ;  Answers, 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  CMr.  W 
II.  Smith) /m»<?  7,  1232 

Moved,  "That  the  Contract  dated  the  ISth 
day  of  March  1887.  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  East  India  and  China  Mails,  be  ap- 
proved" {Mr,  Jackson)  June  7,  1334; 
Moved,  "That  the  Debate  bo  now  ad- 
journed" (Z)r.  Clark)  X  Question  put,  and 
agreed  to  ;  Debate  adjourned 


Powell,  Mr.  F.  S.,  Wigan 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland).  Comm. 

el  4,  ld21 
First  Offenders,  Comm.  add,  cl.  805 
Municipal  Corporations  Acts  (Ireland)  Amend- 

ment(No.2).  Comm.c^.  5,810  ;  add,cl,SlZ 
Over  Darwen  Corporation,  Consid.  494 
Parliament— Public  Business— Coal  Mines.  &o. 

Regulation  Bill,  1694 

Powm,  Mr.  P.  J.,  JTaterford,  U. 
Criminal  Law  Amendment   (Ireland).  Comm. 
cL  1,  39S;  cl.  3.  1383,  1334;  cL  4,  1506; 
ci.5,  1783 

Supply— Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments, 156 

Power,  Mr.  E.,  Water  ford 

War  Offico— Report  of  the  Ordnance  Inquiry 
Commission.  1735 

Powis,  Earl  of 

Pluralities  Act  Amendment  Act  (1885)  Amend- 
ment, 2R.  Amendt.  636 

Pmob,  Captain  G.  E.,  Devonport 
Army  and  Navy  Estimates  Committee— The 

Composition,  1742 
Metropolitan  Police- Sergeant  Murphy,  1724 

Prime  Miihster  {sm  Salisbury,  Mar- 
quess of) 

Prisons   {England  and  Wales) -^Contract 
far  3f at- Making 
Observations,  Mr.  Quilter  May  21,  1036 

Provand,   Mr.  A.  D.,    Glasgow,  Black- 

friarsy  ^c. 
Parliament— New  Rules  of  Procedure— Rule  2 

(Sittings  of  the  House),  897 
Post  Office— East  India  and  China  Mail  Con- 

tract,  1232, 1233 

Public  Offices,  The 
Lower  Division  Clerks  in  the  Treasury  Office, 
Question,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor  ;  Answer. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson) 
/mp<jIO,  1588 
lioynl  Commission  on  War  and  Admiralty 
Offices— The  Evidence,  Question,  Mr.  llan- 
bury  ;  Answer,  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley 
May  n,  250 


Public  Parks  and   Works  (Metropolis) 

Bill  {Mr,  David  Plunket,  Mr.  Jackson) 

e.  Read  2°,  and  committed  to  a  Select  Committee 
of  Seven  Members.  Four  to  be  nominated  by 
the  House  and  Three  by  the  Committee  of 
Selection  May  20,  700  [Bill  136] 

Public  Worship  Regulation  Act,   1874— 
The  Rev,  J.  Bell  Cox 
Questions.  Mr.   Hoare,   Mr.   Channing;  An- 
swers, The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  May  23,  892 

PuLESTON,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Devonport 
Jubilee   Thanksgiving   Service    (Westminster 
Abbey)— Seats  Outside  on  Public  Ground. 
1692 

Quarries  Bill  ( The  Lord  SudeUy) 

I,  Read  2%  after  short  debate  May  16,  1 

(No.  88) 

Queen,  The  —  Celebration  of  the  Jubilee 
Tear  of  Her  Majesty* s  Reign 

Questions,  Lord  Claud  Hamilton,  Mr.  Cobb, 
Mr.  Dodds,  Mr.  T.  M.  Ilealy,  Mr.  Henry 
II.  Fowler,  Sir  Henry  Tyler,  Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor,  Mr.  Rathbone,  Dr.  Tanner  ;  An- 
swers, The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith),  Mr.  Speaker  May  20,  727 

H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  Questions,  Sir 
John  Swinburne,  Mr.  Labouchere  ;  Answers, 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord 
George  Hamilton)  May  16,  61 

Fireworks  in  the  London  Parks,  Question, 
Mr.  James  Stuart ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  May  17, 
255 

The  Royal  Titles,  Questions,  Mr.  Howard 
Vincent,  Mr.  Baden- Powell ;  Answers,  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  U. 
Smith)  May  19,  521 

The  Naval  Review,  Question,  Sir  William 
Crossman;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  (Lord  George  Hamilton)  May  23, 
899 

Boyal  Irish  Constabulary  —  Circular  of  the 
Inspector  General,  Questions.  Mr.  Cony- 
beare  ;  Answers.  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  June  7,  1216; 
Questions,  Mr.  Conybeare,Mr.T.  M.  Healy  ; 
Answers,  The  ParliamenUry  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Colonel  King  -  Harman) 
June  9,  1429 

London  School  Children  in  Hyde  Park,  Ques- 
tion, Sir  Richard  Temple  ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews)  Jane  9,  1429 

Post  Office^The  Offi^cials,  Question,  Mr.  At- 
kinson; Answer,  The  Postmaster  General 
(Mr.  Raikes)  June  9,  1434 

Increase  of  Pension  to  Old  Soldiers,  Question, 
Mr.  II. 'S.  Wright ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  (Mr.  E,  Stanhope)  June  10, 
1687 

The  Metropolitan  Police,  Questions,  Mr. 
Burduit-Coutts,  Mr.  Broadliurst;  Answers, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment (Mr.  Matthews)  June  13, 1737 

[cont. 
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QmiKM,  Thr — CeUbraiiMi  of  the  Jubilee  Year  of 
Her  Majesty*9  Ueign — cont. 

Jubilee    Thankigiving    Service    (WesUnitiiter 
Abbey) 

Qaestioo,  Mr.  Goarley ;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasar/  (Mr.  W.  II.  Smith) 
June  6,  1075 

Accident  to  a  Workman,  Question,  Mr.  Gon/- 
beare ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  June  7,  1231 

Accommodation  for  Servants  of  this  House, 
Question,  Mr.  Bradlaugh  ;  Answer,  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  June  7.  1232 

Accommodation  for  Members  of  this  House, 
Question,  Mr.  Gourley  ;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
June  9,  U36 

The  Seats  on  Public  Ground,  Questions,  Sir 
George  Campbell,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor ; 
Answers,  The  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
(Mr.  Plnnket)  June  10, 1585  ;  Question,  Mr. 
Fuleston  ;  Answer,  The  First  Commissioner 
of  Works  (Mr.  Fluoket) ;  Questions,  Mr. 
W.  Uwther.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  [No  reply] 
June  10, 1592 

Tickets  of  Admission  to  tlie  Platform  outside 
ParliamerU  Square,  Questions,  Mr.  VV.  Low- 
ther.  Lord  Randolph  Churchill,  Mr.  Dillon  ; 
Answers,  The  First  Oommissioner  of  Works 
(Mr.  Plunket),  The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  June  13,  1744 

The  British-Indian  Volunteers,  Question,  Sir 
Richard  Temple ;  Answer,  The  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst) 
June  10, 1592 

The  Royal  Procession — Post  Ofices  along  the 

Route,  Question,  Mr.  Hunter  ;  Answer,  The 

Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Raikes)  June  13, 

1740 

[See    under  Parliament — Lords^Com" 

mons"] 

QtjiLTEB,  Mr.  W.  0.,  Suffolk,  8. 

Excise— Adulteration  of  Beer,  1221 
Prisons  (England  and  Wales) — Contracts  for 
Mat  Making,  1036 

Baikes,  Eight  Hon.  H.  0.  (Postmaster 

General),  Cambridge  University 
Post  Office— Questions 

An  Insurance  Department,  1734 
Auxiliary  Letter  Carriers— Case  of  Henry 

Goodchild,  505 
Jubilee  Tbank8gi?ing  Serf  ice  (Westminster 

Abbey)  Royal  Procession— Post  Offices 

along  the  Route,  1740 
Jubilee  Tear  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign,  Cele-, 

bration  of— The  Officials,  1434 
London — Position  of  Porters,  1725 
Private  and  Official  Post-Cards,  53 
Railway  and  Telegraph  Clerks — Compensa* 

tioD,  871 
Post  Office  (Ireland) — Questions 

Carriage  of  Mails  to  Kilmallock,  880 
Conveyance  of  Mails  in  the  North  of  Ire- 
land, 1739 
Dublin-. Female  Telegraph  Staff,  253 
Miscarriage  of  Summonses,  62 
Post  Office  Contracts — Mail  between  Bun- 

doran  and  Bundoran  Junction,  865 

[cont. 


Raikks,  Right  Hon.  H.  C— coni. 

Telegraph  Line  to  Charlestown,  1223 
Telegraph  Office,  Dublin,  64 
Post  Office  (Scotland)— The  Northern  Mails, 

1732 
Submarine  Telegraph  Company,  1727 
Supply— Revenue  Departments  — >  Post  Office 

Packet  Service,  1161 
Post  Office  Services,  Post  Office  Savings 

Banks,  <bc.  1089,  1090, 1091, 1093, 1094, 

1096, 1 128, 1129, 1133, 1 135,  1 137, 1158, 

1159,  1160,  1161 
Post  Office  Telegraph  Services,  1166, 1175, 

1176 

Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Bill 

Question,  Mr.  Heneage ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry 
Ue'WormsJ  May  16,68 

Carriage  of  Town  Refuse,  Question^  Mr.  0.  V. 
Morgan ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry  De  Worms) 
June  13,  1726 

Bailway  and  Canal  Traffic  Bill  [h.l.] 

{Baron  Henry  De  Worms) 
c.  Read  1"  •  May  16  [Bill  265] 

Railways — Inspectors'  Reports  upon  Acci- 
dents 
Question,  Mr.  Channing  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry  De 
Worms)  May  19,  506 

Banein,    Mr.    J.,    Hereford  shir Cf    Leo- 
minster 
Corn  Sales,  2  R.  1204 

Post  Office— Private  and  Official  Post-Cards, 
58 

Easoh,  Major  F.  C,  Essex^  8,E. 

Great  Eastern  Railway,  Consid.  694 
War  Office  (Ordnance  Department)— Colonel 
Maitland,  Superintendent  of  Gun  Fac- 
tory, Woolwich,  709 
43- ton  Gun,  1432 

Rathbone,    Mr.    W.,    Carnarvonshire^ 

Arfon 
Jubilee  Tear  of  Her  Majesty's   Reign,  Cele- 
bration of,  in  Ix>ndon,  730 

Redmond,  Mr.  W.  H.  K.,  Fermanayh, 

N. 

Africa  (South)— Zululand,  67,  508,  509 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
el.  2,  455.  596,  604, 1017  ;  cl,  4,  1519. 15S1 ; 
cl.  5,  1755 

Egypt  —  Negotiations  —  Evacuation  by  the 
British,  62 ;— Sir  Henry  Drummond  Wolffs 
Mission,  509,  510 

Ireland — kvictions— Evictions  nt  Bodyke,  Co. 
Clare,  1732 

Parliament— Business  of  the  House  (Proce- 
dure on  the  Criminal  l>aw  Amendment 
(Ireland)  Bill),  Ues.  1640;  Amendt.  1663 

Supply — Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
menU,  204 
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Eeed,  Mr.  H.  B,  Bradford,  E. 
CrimiDal  Law  Amendment   (Ireland),  Comm. 

cl.  3. 1017 
Places  of  Pablic  Worship  (Sites),  2R.  1851 
Public   Petitions— Petition    from    Bradford — 
Alleged  Fictitious  Signatures,  723 

Begistration  of  Dogs  in  the  Metropolis 

Bill  [a.i'.]  {The  Lord  MounUTempk) 

I.  Read  2%  after  short  debate  May  17,  231 

(No.  73) 

Eeid,  Mr.  E.  T.,  DumfrUs^  Sfc, 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),   Comm. 
el  2,  419,  568  ;  Amendt.  594,  756 

ErDLEY,    Sir  M.   W.,    Lancashire^   iV., 

Blackpool 
Rojal  Commission    on    War  and  Admiralty 
Offices— The  Evidence,  250 

EiTCHiE,  Eight  Hon.  C.  T.  (President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board), 
Tower  Mamlets,  St.  Oeorge^s 
Great  Eastern  Railway,  Consid.  675 
•  Grouse  Disease,  719 
Metropolitan  District — Deaths  from  Starration 

and  Privation,  515 
Parish  Allotments  Committees,  2R.  229 
Poor  Law  (England  and  Wales) — Salaries  of 
Poor  Law  Officers,  63 
Metropolis — Strand  Board  of  Guardians — 
Case  of  Elizabeth  Smith,  857 
Poor  Law— Parochial  Relief,  1886—  Statistics, 

1719 
Rivers  Pollution  Act — River  Wear,  510 
Vaccination  Act — Action  of  the  Compulsory 
Law  of  Vaccination,  1052 

Rivers  Pollution  Act — The  River  Wear 

Question,  Mr.  W.  Crawford ;  Answer,  The 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
(Mr.  Ritchie)  May  19,  510 

Egberts,  Mr.  J.,  Flint,  S^o, 

Magistracy  (England  and  Wales)  —  Lords 
Lieutenant  of  Counties,  1427 

Robertson,  Dr.  W.  Tindal,  Brighton 

War     Office— Army    Medical    Department — 
Surgeon  Major  Sandtord  Moore,  1432 
Jubileo  Year  of  Iler  Majesty's  Reign,  Cele- 
bration of— Extra  Queen's  Cadetships, 
1433 

SoBEBTSON,  Mr.  E.,  Dundee 

Church  of  England — Convocation  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Canterbury,  65 

Grouse  Disease,  719 

Paris  Exhibition,  1880,510 

Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Criminal 
Law  Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill),  Notice  of 
Instruction,  1441 

Parliament — Public  Business^,  720,  7^7  ; — 
Legislation  of  the  Session,  1230  ;— Unsatis- 
factory State  of,  1061 

Royal  Grants— Select  Committee,  1503 


RoBEETsoN,    Mr.    J.    p.    B.   (Solicitor 
General  for  Scotland),  Bute 
Scotland — Questions 

Action  of  the  Crofter  Commission,  1039, 

1040,  1041 
Church  of  Scotland—Church  Building  in 

Pitsligo,  Aberdeenshire,  901 
Crofters'  Holdings  (Scotland)  Act,  1886— 
Eviction  of  Alexander  Taylor,  Co.  Elgin, 
878 
Fisheries— Fishermen's    Cottages    on    the 
East  Coast,  880 
Truck  Acts—Violation  of  their  Provisions,  57 
Trusts   (Scotland)  Act  (1867)   Amendment, 
2R.  227 

RoLLiT,  Sir  A.  K.,  Mingtony  8, 

Deeds  of  Arrangement  Registration,  Comm. 
cl.  2,  815;  el.  8,  816,  817  ;  cl.  11,  1341  ; 
cl.  15,  Amendt.  1342 

EosEBERY,  Earl  of 

Asia  (Central)— Affairs  of  Afghanistan,  1678 
Sgypt— Rumoured  AngIo*Tarkish  Convention, 
820 

EossE,  Earl  of 

Irish  Land  Law,  Comm.  cl.  27,  1703 

EowLANDS,  Mr.  J.,  Fimhurgy  E, 

'    Public  Parks  and  Works  (Metropolis),  2R.  795 
Supply — Revenue    Departments— Post    Office 
Services,   Post  Office  Savings   Banks,  Ac. 
1159,  1100 

Royal  Grants — The  Select  Committee 
Question,  Mr.  E.   Robertson  ;   Answer,   The 
First   Lord   of  the  Treasury   (Mr.   W.  II. 
Smith)  June  10,  1593 

Royal  Parks  and  Pleasure  Gardens 
Greenwich  Parh^  Questions,  Mr.  Bradlaugh  ; 
Answers,  The  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
(Mr.  Plunket)  Jvine  9, 1419 
Kew  Gardens—  Partial  Closure  on  Whit  Mon- 
day,  Question,   Mr.   Pickersgill ;    Answer, 
The   First  Commissioner    of   Works   (Mr. 
Plunket)  June  7,  1229 
[See  title  Metropolis'] 

EussELL,  Sir  C,  Hackney ,  8. 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
cl.  2,  549  ;  Amendt.  553  ;  cl.  3, 1243,  1293  ; 
cl.  4,  1445;  Amendt.  1447 

EussELL,  Mr.  E.  E.,  Glasgow,  Bridgeton 
Marriage  Laws^The  Rector  of  Much  Woolton, 
Liverpool,  860 

EussELL,  Mr.  T.  W.,  Tyrone,  8. 

Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Lords'  Amendts.  665 
Ireland — National  Board  of  Education— The 
Vacant  Seal,  496 
Pubiro  Works — Government  Subvention  of 
£50,000,  899 
Lighthouse  llluminants — Trinity  House  Re- 
port, 1726,  1727 
Municipal  Corporations  Acts  (Ireland)  Amend- 
ment (No.  2),  Comm.  cl.  5,  809,  8L0 
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St.  Asaph,  Bishop  of 

Plaralities  Act  Amendment  Act  (1885)  Amend- 
ment, 2R,.  C36 

Salisbuby,  Marquess  of  (Prime  Minister 
and  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs) 
Asia    (Central) — A  fghanistan — Anglo-Russian 

Delimitation  Commission,  634 
^gJP^^  (Questions 

Anglo  -  Turkish    Convention,    820  ;— The 

Papers,  1565, 1568 
Duration  of  the  English  Occupation — Mis- 
sion of  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff,  633 
Rumoured  Anglo-Turkish  Convention,  120 
Irish  Land  Law,  Comm.  11  ;  el.  1,  20,  24,  27, 
28,  30  ;  el  17,  46, 47  ;  eL  20,  49. 245. 1681 ; 
el  21,  1691 
Parliament — Sittings  and  Adjournment  of  the 

House — Whitsuntide  Recess,  646 
Tithe  Rent-Charge,  Comm.  836  ;  c^  1,  Amendt. 
839  ;  el  2,  Amendt.  839,  841  ;  el  3,  Amendt. 
841,  842  ;  Amendt.  ib,  843,  844,  845  ;  el  7, 
846;  el  10,  Amendt.  849;  el  11,  Amendt. 
850;  Report,  el  2,  1573;  el  4,  Amendt. 
1574 ;  el  6,  Amendt.  1575  ;  add,  el  1576 

Saving  Life  at  Sea 
Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Select 
Committee  on  Saving  Life  at  Sea  that  they 
have  power  to  inquire  and  report  as  to  the 
fittings  and  appliances  on  board  British  Mer- 
chant Ships,  with  a  view  to  the  safety  of  life 
{Baron  Henry  De  Worms)  May  16 

SoLATER-BooTH^  Bight  Hon.  0.|  Mants, 
Basingstoke 
Manchester  Ship  Canal,  2R.  Amendt.  1706, 
1708, 1714, 1716 

Scotland — Secretary  for,   &c.   {see  Lo- 
THLLN,  Marquess  of) 

Scotland  ( Questions) 

AyrieuUural  Labourers,  Observations,  Dr. 
Clark,  Mr.  Anderson  May  24,  1031 

Chureh  of  Scotland — Church  Building  in  Fit' 
sligo,  Aberdeenshire,  Questions,  Mr.  £ssle- 
mont ;  Answers,  The  Solicitor  General  for 
Scotland  (Mr.  J.  P.  B.  Robertson)  May  23, 
901 
Free  Chureh  qf  Scotland — Mission  Station  at 
Constantinople,  Question,  Mr.  Buchanan ; 
Answer,  The  IJnder  Secretary  of  Sute  for 
Foreign  Affsirs  (Sir  James  Fergusson) 
May  19.  512 

Crofter  Commission,  Action  of  the,  Observa- 
tions, Mr.  Wallace :  Reply,  The  Solicitor 
General  for  Scotland  (Mr.  J.  P.  B.  Robert- 
son) ;  short  debate  thereon  May  24,  1037 

Crofters*   Boldinas    {Scotland)    Act,    1886— 
Eviction  of  Alexander   Taylor,  Co.   Elgin, 
Question,  Mr.  Anderson  ;  Answer,  The  Soli- 
citor General  for  Scotland  (Mr.  J.   P.    B. 
Robertson)  May  23,  878 
Loans  for  Fishing  Harbours,  Question,  Dr. 
Clark ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr. 
J.  H.  A.  Macdonald)  June  10, 1584 

leonL 


Scotland— con^ 

Deer  Forests ^Qarhai  Ben  Wyvis,  QoestioD, 
Dr.  R.  Macdonald ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Ad- 
vocate (Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Macdonald)  /mm 9, 
1433 

Education  {Scotland)  Act,  ISlQ-^Certi/ieatet 
of  Births,  Question,  Mr.  Fmser-Maekin- 
tosh  ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr. 
J.  11.  A.  Macdonald)  June  13.  1722 

Billhead  and  Kelvinside  {Annexation  to  Ola$' 
gow)  Bill^The  Botanic  Gardens  and  the 
University,  Observations,  Question,  The 
Earl  of  Stair;  Reply,  The  Secretary  for 
Scotland  (The  Marquess  of  Lothian) ;  short 
debate  thereon  May  20,  637 

Literature,  Science,  and  Art^The  Votes^ 
Question,  Mr.  Buchanan  ;  Answer.  The  Lord 
Advocate  (Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Macdonald)  May  17, 
25D 

Pollution  of  Rivers — Discharge  of  Sewage,  ie. 
into  the  River  Clyde,  Question,  Mr.  Brad- 
laugh  ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J. 
H.  A.  Macdonald)  .Ttititf  10,  1579 

Secretary  for  Scotland — Legislation,  Questkio, 
Mr.  Munro- Ferguson  ;  Answer,'  The  Lord 
Advocate  (Mr.  J.  U.  A.  Macdonald)  June  6, 
1070 

TJie  Tweed  Acts,  Questions,  Sir  Edward  Grej> 
Sir  William  Grossman  ;  Answers,  The  Lord 
Advocate  (Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Macdonald)  May  19, 
506 

University  of  Glasgow — Appointment  to  tht 
Professorship  of  Scots  Law,  Question,  Mr. 
Caldwell ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr. 
J.  U.  A.  Macdonald)  June  7,  1226 

FiSHBBT  Board  (Scotland) 

Crofters  and  Cottars  Fishing  Boats — Loans, 
Question,  Dr.  Clark ;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  ( Mr.  W.  H.  Snith) 
May  23,  897 
The  Report,  Question,  Mr.  Anderson;  An- 
swer, The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  II.  A. 
Macdonald) /un«  13,  1742 

Fisheries  (Scotland) 
Fishermen's  Cottages  on  the  East  Coast,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Esslemont ;  Answer,  The  Solicitor 
General  for  Scotland  (Mr.  J.  P.  B.  Robert- 
son) May  23,  880 
Tweed  Fieheries — AUegtd  Trespasses,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  A.  L.  Brown  ;  Answer,  The  I«ord 
Adf  ocate  (Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Macdonald)  May  29, 
708 

Law  and  Justice  (Scotland) 
Angus  MacLauchtan,  Question,  Mr.  Fraser* 
Mnckintosh  ;    Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate 
(Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Macdonald)  June  13, 1722 

Post  Office  (Scotland) 
The  Northern  Mails,  Question,  Dr.  R.  Mac- 
donald ;    Answer,  The  Postmaster  General 
(Mr.  Raikes)  June  13,  1732 

Selborne,  Earl  of 

Irish  Land  Law,  Comm.  el  I,  17,  21 
Police  Force  Enfranchisement,  2R.  3, 5 
Tithe  Kent-Charge,  Comm.  c/.  2,  840;  el  5, 

Amendt.   841,   843,   844;   cl  7,  Amendt. 

846 ;  add.  el  849 


SEX 


SMI        {SESSION    1887) 

315* 


SMI       SMO 


Sbxton,  Mr.  T.,  Belfast,  W. 

Bel^t  Main  Dninage,  Lords  Amendts.  661, 
653,  655.  656,  664,  665,  670 

Ireland— Pablio  Meetings — Proolaimed  Meet- 
ings in  Ulster,  718 

Manicipal  Ck>rporation8  Acts  (Ireland)  Amend- 
ment (No.  2),  Comm.  el,  1,  Motion  for 
reporting  Progress  627,805  ;  et.  2,  Amendt. 
806 ;  ch  3,  Amendt.  807,  808  ;  el.  5,  %b ; 
add,  el.  811  ;  Amendt.  814 ;  Consid.  1026  ; 
add.  el.  1554, 1556,  1559 :  SR.  ib. 

Municipal  Regulation  (Constabulary,  Ac.) 
(Belfast),  Motion  for  Leave,  1026 

Shibley,  Mr.  W.  S.,  YorMirey  JT.R., 
Doneaster 

Law  and  J  ustice  ( England  and  Wales)— Quarter 
Sessions  and  Assizes,  50 

Simon,  Sir  J.,  Dew  slur y 

Asia  (Central)— Trade  Communications  with 
Thibet— Convention  with  China,  1725 

Sinclair,  Mr.  W.  P.,  Falkirk,  Sfc, 

Manchester    Ship    Canal,  Motion  for   Leave, 

1847;  2R.  1715,  1716,  1719 
SuppIjT — Revenue    Departments— Post  Office 

Telegraph  Services,  1183 

Smith,  Right  Hon.  W,  H.  (First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury),  Strand,  West- 
minster 

Africa  (South)— Zululand,  68 

Army  and  Navy  Estimates,  Nomination  of 
Select  Committee,  903,  1205,  1212,  1213, 
1214,  1742 

British  Parliament  and  the  Channel  Islands 
and  Isle  of  Man,  894 

Burmah  (Upper>— Ruby  Mines,  1074 

Coal  Mines,  Ao,  Regulation,  Comm.  226 

Church  of  England — Convocation  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Canterbury,  65 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
cl,  1.  377,  387  ;  el,  2,  421,  458.  485,  610, 
611  ;  Motion  for  reporting  Progress,  ib., 
786,  787;  907,  918,  919.  922,  981,  987, 
988,  989.  990.  991  ;  Amendt.  992, 995,  1008, 
1009.  1011,  1012,  1014,  1017,  1019,  1024; 
cL  3.  1310,  1313  ;  el.  4,  1522.  1526,  1527, 
1528,  1539,  1551,  1652,  1653,  1675,  1677  ; 
el.  5,  1748 

Customs  and  Inland  Revenue,  68 

Dominion  of  Canada—  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way, 730 
Increased  Import  Duties  on  Iron,  522, 1743 

Duke  of  Connaught's  Leave,  Comm.  cl.  1,789  ; 
3R.  t^. 

Egypt  —  Anglo-Turkish  Convention  —  France 
and  the  New  Hebrides— The  Papers,  1232 

Great  Eastern  Railway,  Consid.  700 

Ireland  —  Public    Meetings  —  Suppression    of 
Public  Meetings  in  Ulster,  257 
Purchase  of  Land  Act  (1886) — Returns,  894 

Jubilee  Service  in  St.  Margaret's  Church,  Res. 
258,  906 

Jubilee  Thanksgiving    Service    (Westminster 
Abbey),  006,  1076 
Accident  to  a  Workman,  1231 
Accommodation  for  Members  of  this  Ilouse, 
1436 


leant. 


Smitit,  Right  lion.  W.  H.— <Hm^ 

Accommodation  for  Servants  of  this  Ilouse, 

1232 
Tickets  of  Admission  to  the  Platform  out- 
side Parliament  Square,  1745 
Jubilee  Tear  of  Her   Majesty's  Roign,  Cele- 
bration of,  in  London,  727,  728,  730  ;— The 
Royal  Titles,  521 
London  Corporation    (Charges  of   Malversa- 
tion), 893 
Magistracy  (England  and  Wales)—  Flintshire 

Magistrates,  67 
Market  Tolls,  Nomination  of  Select  Commit- 
tee, 1232 
Parish  Allotments  Committees,  2  R.  228 
Parliament — Questions 

Business   of  the    House,   522,    726,  727, 

1437,1438,  1594 
New  Rules  of  Procedure  (1882)— Rule  2 
(Adjournment  of  the   House) — Annexa- 
tions in   Zululand,  Motion  for  Adjourn- 
ment. 536 
New  Rules  of  Procedure  (1886) — Rule  1 

(Closure  of  Debate),  906 
Public  Business — Legislation  of  the  Ses- 
sion. 1230,  1231 ;— Oaths  Bill,  66 ;— Un- 
satisfactory  State  of,  1070 
Sittings  and  Adjournment  of  the  House, 
897.  1027,  1081,  1678 ;  — Whitsuntide 
Recess,  64,  65,  902.  903 

Parliament — Business  of  the  House — Criminal 
Law  Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill,  Notice  of 
Instruction,  1440,  1441,  1442;  Res.  1594 
1599,  1606,  1619,  1620,   1651,  1656, 1662 
1665,  1670,  1671 

Post  Office— East  India  and  China  Mail  Con- 
tract, 1233 

Public  Worship  Regulation  Act,  1874 -The 
Rev.  J.  Bell  Coz,  892 

Royal  Grants — Select  Committee,  1593 

Scotland — Fishery  Board — Crofters'  and  Cot- 
tars' Fishing  Boats — Loans,  898 

Supply — Civil  Service  and  Revenue  Depart- 
menu,  178,  179,  180,  221 
Report,  404,  405,  410,  613,  623 

Theatres  —  Protection  of  Life  from  Fire- 
Burning  of  the  Op^ra  Comique,  Paris,  1076 

Trusts  (Scotland)  Act  (1867)  Amendment, 
Comm.  1025 

Wales — Anti-Tithe  League,  805 

Intermediate  Education — Government  As- 
sistance, 896 

War  Office  (Ordnance  Department) — Issue  of 
Defective  Weapons — The  Responsible  Offi- 
cials, 896 

Smith,  Mr.  S.,  Flintshire 

India  (Bengal)— Manufacture  of  Spirits,  715 
Ireland — Law   and  Justice — Barba villa    Pri- 
soners, 1050 
Magistracy  (England    and   Wales) — Noncon- 
formist   Magistrates    in    Flintshire,    1027, 
1015 


Smoke    Nnisance    Abatement   (Metro- 
polis) BiU 

(The  Lord  Stratheden  and  Campbell) 

I,  Order  for  Committee  discharged,  after  short 
debate  June  9,  1416  (No.  43) 


SOL 


SPE 


{Il^DEX} 


SPE 


STA 


SoLiorroB    Oenebal    {see  Clabee,   Sir 
B.  G.) 

SoLioiTOB    Qenebal   for   Ibeland   {see 
Gibson,  Mr.  J.  G.) 

SoLionoB  Genebal  for  Scotland   {see 
EOBEBTSON,  Mr.  J.  P.  B.) 

Southern  Pacifie,  Islands  of  the — The  New 
Rehrides — The  Island  of  Tanna 
Qaestion,  Sir  Juliifti  Goldsroid  ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Sir  He nr/ 
Holland)  May  17,  247 

Speakeb,   The  (Bight    Hon.    Abthub 

Wblle8Ley    Peel),     Wartoiek  and 

Leamington 
Agricoltural  Labourers  (Scotland),  1035 
Army  and    Na?y   Estimates,  Nomination  of 

Select  Committee,  1210, 12  U 
Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Lords'  Amendts.  652 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 

cL  2,  490,  1677 
Criminal  Law  Amendment(Ireland)  [Expenses], 

Comm.  1841 
East  India  Stock  Conversion,  Consid.  627; 

3R.  789 
Egypt— Sir  Henry  Drnmmond  Wolffs  Mission 

—  Reported  Evacuation,  510 
Employers'  Liability  Act  (1880)  Amendment, 

2a.  1415 
First  Offenders,  Consid.  1384,  1335 
Great  Eastern  Railway,  Consid.  692 
Ireland —  Qaestions 
Emigration,  518 
High  Court  of  Justice — Cocrt  of  Appeal — 

The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  1058 
Poor    Relief  Inquiry  Commission,  1887 — 
Compound   Rating  of  Occupiers,  1422, 
1423 
Public    Meetings  -^  Proclamation    of   the 

Dungannon  Meeting,  533,  524 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary — Celebration  of 
the  Jubilee  Year  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign 
—Circular  of  the  Inspector  General, 
1431,  1432;— Police  Barrack  at  Meena- 
claddy,  Co.  Donegal  —  Magistracy  — 
Shercock  Petty  Sessions,  1730 
Jubilee  Service  in  St.  Margaret's  Church,  Res. 

259 
Jubilee  Tear  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign,  Celebra- 
tion of,  in  London,  728,  729,  730 
Manchester  Ship  Canal,  Motion  for   Leave, 

1346,  1350  ;  2H.  1708 
Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of  Ireland, 

3R.  492,  650 
Municipal  Corporations  Acts  (Ireland)  Amend- 
ment (No.  2),  Consid.  add.  eL  1556,  1559 
Over  Darwon  Corporation,  Consid.  493 
Parliament—  Questions 
Adjournment,  414,  1027 
New  Rules  of  Procedure  (1882)— Rule  2 
(Adjournment  of  the  House)- Annexa- 
tions in  Znluland,  Motion  for  Adjourn- 
ment, 525,  536 
New  Rules  of  Procedure  (1836)— Rule  1 
(Closure  of  Debate),  905 

[eont. 


Spbikbb,  The— ^nt. 

Parliament  —  Business  of  the   Uouse  —  Cri- 
minal Law  Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill,  Notiee 
of  Instruction,  1442 ;  Hes.  1599, 1616,  1617, 
1618,  1619,  1639,  1662,  1663,  1670 
Places  of  Worship  (Sites),  2R.  1840 
Public  Parks  and  Works  (Metropolis),  2R.803 
Scotland — Tweed     Fisheries— Alleged    Tres- 
passes, 709 
Supply—Report,  404,  406,  407,  612,  617.  618 
Vaccination  Act — Action  of  the  Ciompnlsory 

Law  of  Vaccination,  1052 
Wales— Anti-Tithe  League,  895 

Sfbnoeb,  Earl 

Irish  Land  Law,  Comm.e/.  1, 29  ;  ^.  3,  Amendt. 
32 ;  cl.  1 1,  40 ;  d.  17,  44,  47 :  d.  20, 1689 

Staib,  Earl  of 

Scotland — Hillhead  and  Kelvinside  (Annexa- 
tion to  Glasgow)— The  Botanic  Gardens  and 
the  University,  637 

Stanhope,  Eight  Hon.  E.   (Secretaiy 
of   State    for  War),   Lineolnshirsy 
Horneastle 
Army  (Auxiliary  Forces)— Questions 
Irish  Militia,  905 

Volunteers — Assistant  Instructors  in  Sig- 
nalling, 1587  ; — New  Regulations  as  to 
Shooting,   879;— Retired    SergeanU  of 
Volunteers,  61 
Army  Estimates — Provisions,  Forage,  Ae.  83, 

84,  99,  100,  105,  118,  122,  123,  131 
Egypt — Soudan   Campaign,  1885~The  Khe- 
dive's Bronxe  SUr,  1427 
Imperial    Defences — King  George's  Soood' 

The  Colonial  Conference,  1435 
Jubilee  Tear  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign,  Celebra- 
tion of— Fireworks  in  the  London  Parks, 
255 
Increase  of  Pension  to  Old  Soldiers,  1588 
War  Office — Questions 

Army    Contracts  —  Contract    for    Sword 

Bayonets,  1223 
Army  Medical  Department — Army  Medicsl 
Officers,  500  ;— Sergeant  Major  Sandford 
Moore,  1433 
Chesii     Beach    (Portland) — Removal    of 

Wrecks,  1225 
First  Army  Corps— Horses  of  the  Cafaliy 

Regiments,  859 
Jubilee  Year  of  Uer  Majesty's  Reign,  Oele- 
braiion  of^Cxtra  Queen's  Cadetsbips, 
1433 
Regimental  Bandsmen  at  Political  Meet- 
ings, 501 
Review  at   Aldershot — Allowance  to  the 

Yeomanry  Cavalry,  256 
Royal   Engineers — Transference  of  Lisa- 
tenant   Gordon,   of  the  Royal  Marios 
Artillery,  1072, 1429 
War    Office  (Ordnance    Department)— Ques- 
tions 
Defective  Weapons— The  Tests,  516,  517; 
—  Correction  of  Answer,  1075  ;— Sword 
Bayonets  of  the  City  of  London  Artillery 
Volunteers,  1237 
Ordnance    Committee— Appointment   sod 

Constitution,  723 
Report  of  the  Commission,  524 
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SUP 


TAL 


SxAraoPE,  Hon.  P.  J.,  TFedneshury 

cTa"^'  ^^  Amendment  (Ireland),  Oomm. 

Staitlby  op  Alderlby,  Lord 

InilU— Land  Acquisition   Act- Expropriation 
of  Zemindars  at  Ami  Ghat,  Mussoorie.  5.  12 
Quarries,  2R.  2 

Storey,  Mr.  S.,  Sunderland 

Criminal   Law   Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 

el,  1,  Amendt.  371,  376 
Ireland— Public     Meetings— Proclamation    of 

the  Dongannon  Meeting,  623,  624 

Stbathbdbn  AND  Oampbell,  Lord 

Smoke  Nuisance  Abatement  (Metropolis), 
Comm.  1416 

Stuart,  Mr.  J.,  Shoreditch,  Hoxton 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
cl.  2,  967,  968 

JubUee  Year  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign,  Celebra- 
tion  of— Fireworks   in   the  London  Parks. 

SuDKLEY,  Lord 

Quarries,  2R.  1 


SuixiVAN,  Bight  Hon.  T.  D.  (Lord 
Mayor  of  Dublin),  Dublin,  College 
Green 

Criminal   Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 

el.  6,  1782 
Supply,  Report,  622 

SxjxxiVAN-,  Mr.  D.,  Westmeath,  8, 

Magistracy  (England  and  Wales)— Flintshire 
Magistrates,  66 

Superannuation  and  Retired  Allowanees— 

Pension  to  a  Custom  Route  Officer — 

Fraudulent  Drawing 

Questions,  Mr.  Hanbur/,  Mr.   Caleb  Wright ; 

Answers,   The   Secretary   to   the   Treasury 

(Mr.    Jackson) ;    Question,   Mr.   Bradlaugh 

[No  reply]  J/ay  19,  517 


3r5- 


Supply — Army    and   Navy    Estimates — 
The  Committee 

Question,  Mr.  Mason;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
May  23,  903 

Moved,  "  That  the  Select  Committee  do  con- 
sist of  Nineteen  Members "  (Mr.  W,  H. 
Smith)  June  6,  1204 

Amendt.  to  leave  oat  "  Nineteen,"  insert 
"Twenty-five"  {Hr.  Mason)  ;  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  *  Nineteen,'  Ac.  ;  **  after  short 
debate,  Question  put ;  A.  120,  N.  31  ;  M.  89 
(D.  L.  187) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to ;  Members 
nominated 

Question  proposed,  ^'Thnt  Mr.  Jennings  be  a 
Member  of  the  Committee;"  after  short 
debate.  Question  put,  and  agreed  to ;  other 
Members  nominated 

[0OIK. 


Supply-^ Army  and  Kavy  EsHmates^The  Com- 
milUe — cent. 

Question  proposed,  "That  Mr.  Picton  be  a 
Member  of  the  Committee  ; "  Question  put, 
and  agreed  to 

Question,  "That  Colonel  Nolan  and  Mr.  Sex- 
ton be  Members  of  the  Committee,"  put,  and 
agreed  to 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  re- 
cords ;  Five  to  be  the  quorum ; "  after 
short  debate.  Question  put,  and  agreed  to 

Tke  Composition,  Question,  Mr.  Heueage ; 
Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  June  13,  1742 

SUPPLY 
Considered  in  Committee  May  16,  68— Armt 
Estimates.     Vote     10;     Civil     Seuvicbs. 
£3,830,300,  on  Account 
Resolutions  reported  May  17,  403 
First  Resolution  read  2o 
Moved,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution  ;"  Moved, 
"That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned "  {Dr\ 
Clark);    after  short  debate,  Motion  with- 
drawn ;  Question  put,  and  agreed  to 
Second  Resolution  read  2^ 
Moved,  *•  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution  ; "  Moved, 
"That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned  "  {Dr\ 
Clark) ;  after  short  debate.  Question  put  • 
A.  68,  N.  105  ;  M.  47  (D.  L.  149) 
Original  Question  again  proposed,  401 ;  Moved, 
"That  this   House  do  now  adjourn"  {Mr, 
Cox) ;    after  short  debate,    Question   put  • 
A.  65  ;  N.  103  ;  M.  48  (D.  L.  160)  ' 

Original  Question  again  proposed,  410  ;  Moved, 
"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned  "  {Mr, 
T,  M.  Eealy) ;  after  short  debate.  Question 
put,  and  agreed  to ;  Debate  adjourned 
Debate  resumed  May  19,   611;    after   short 
debate.  Moved,  "  That  the  Question  bo  now 
put "  {Mr.   IF.  H,  iSmith)  ;   Question  put : 
A.246,N.  95;  M.  161(D.  L.  164) 
Question  put,  "That  this  House  doth  agree 
with  the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolution  c  " 
A.  245,  N.  79;   M.  166  (D.  L.  166) 
Considered   in    Committee    June  6,   1079  -^ 
Uevswub     Dbpabtmbnts  —  Post    Offiob 
Votes  3  and  4 
Resolutions  reported  June  7 


Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (Ireland) 

BiU  {The  Lord  Privy  Seal) 

I,  Royal  Assent  May  23  [60  Vict,  o.  6] 

I  SwETENUAM,  Mr.  E.,  Carnarvon,  ^e. 
Vaccination   Act — Action  of  the   Compulsory 
Law  of  Vaccination,  1053 

Swinburne,  Sir  J.,  Staffordshire,  Lichfield 
Jubilee  Year  of  Iler  Majesty's  Reign,  Celebra- 
tion  of— ll.R.U.  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  61 

Talbot,  Mr.  J.  O.,  Oxford  University 
Education     Department  —  Bradford     School 

Board,  608 
Immigration  of  Destitute  Foreigners,  514 


TAL 


TOT 


Talbot,  Mr.  J.  G. — cont. 

Metropolitan   District — Deaths  from    Stanra 

tion  and  Privation,  514 
Places  of  Worship  (Sites),  2R.  1847 


(INDEX)  TRA  TWE 

Sis- 
Tramways  Froyisional  Orders  (Ho.  1) 

Bill  (Baron  Henry  Jh  Worm, 

Mr.  Jackson) 
e.  Read  2»  •  May  18  [  Bill  257] 


Tanner,  Dr.  0.  K.,  Cork  Co.,  Mid 

Criminal   Law  Amendment  (Ireland],  Gomm. 

el.  2, 1009,  1017,  1018  ;  el.  3,  1386 
EMt  India  Stock  Conversion,  Comm.  Motion 

for  reporting  Progress,  411,  412 
Ireland — Piers  and  Harbours— Pier  at   Cape 
Clear  Island,  712 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  —  Alleged   Mis- 
condnot  of  two  Constables,  Co.  Limerick, 
890 
Jubilee  Year  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign,  Celebra- 
tion of,  in  London,  728,  730 
Supply — Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments, 206 
Report,  404 

Revenue  Departments — Post  OflSce  Ser- 
vices, Post  OflSce  Savings  Banks,  Ae. 
1141,  1160,1161 

Taplino,  Mr.  T.  K.,  Zsioeatershire^  Har- 
horough 
Supply—  Revenue  Departments  —  Post  OflSce 
Services,  Post  OflSce  Savings  Banks,  dtc. 
1128 

Temple,  Sir  K.,  WorcesUfj  Evesham 

Africa  (South)— Zululand, 254 

Jubilee  Thanksgiving  Service  (Westminster 
Abbey)--British*Indian  Volunteers,  1592 

Jubilee  Year  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign,  Cele- 
bration of— London  School  Children  in  Hyde 
Park,  1429 

Theatr$B — Protection  of  Life  from  Fire — 

Burning  of  the  OpSra  Comique,  Paris 

Question,  Mr.  Dixon-Hartland  ;  Answer,  The 

First  Lord  of  the   Treasury   (Mr.    W.   H. 

Smith)  June  6,  1076 

Thbinq,  Lord 

Irish  Land  Law,  Comm.  el.  1,  17  ;  c2. 16,  43 

Tithe  Bent-Charge  Bill 

( The  Marqueaa  of  Salisbury) 

.  Committee,  after  debate  May  23, 823  (No.  54) 
Report  Jun£  10,  1668  (No.  110) 

Tithes — Distraint  for  Non-Payment^  Shin- 
ford,  Berks 
Question,  Sir  Thomas  Grove ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  (Mr.  Stuart- Wortley)  May  10, 
60 

Tomlikson,  Mr.  W.  E.  M.,  Preston 

Coal  Mines— Udston  Colliery  Accident,  1078 
East  India  Stock  Conversion,  Consid.  add.  el. 
626 

Tottenham,  Mr.  A.  L.,  Winchester 

Ajrmy  Estimates — Provisions,  Forage,  ibc.  119, 
138 


Tramways  Frovisional  Orders  (No.  2) 

Bill  {BaroH  Henry  De  Worm) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  1*  •  May  23  [Bill  271] 

Read  2"  •  June  8 

Treasury— First  Lord  (see  Smith,  Right 
Hon.  W.  H.) 

• 

Treasury,  A  Lord  of  (see  Maxwell,  Sir 
H.  E.) ' 

Treasury — Secretary  to  (see  Douglas, 
Mr.  A.  Aeers-) 

Treasury — Secretary  to  (<w  Jack805; 
Mr.  W.  L.) 

Trinidad—The  Pitch  Lake 
Question,  Mr.   Baden-Powell;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Sir 
Henry  Holland)  Jitne  7, 1217 

Truck  Acts,  The—  Violation  of  their  Pro- 
visions 
Question,  Mr.  Barbour;  Answer.  The  Solicitor 
General  for  Scotland  (Mr.  J.  P.  B.  Robert- 
son) May  16,  57 

Troro    Bishopric    and    Chapter  Acts 
Amendment  Bill  [nx.] 

{Mr.  Stuart'  Wortiey) 

e.  Committee  *  ;  Report  ;  read  3**  May  20 

[BiU  203] 

Trusts  (Scotland    Act   (1867)  Amend- 
ment Bill 

(Mr.  Solieitor  General  for  Scotland) 

e.  Read  2*»  May  16,  227  [Bill  225] 

Committee  deferred,  after  short  debate  Mayf^i 

1025 
Committee  ;  Report  June  6,  1203 
Considered  *  ;  read  3®  June  9 
I.  Read  1»*  (Marquess  of  Lothian)  Jttne  10 

(No.  117) 

TuiTE,  Mr.  J.,  Westmeath,  N. 

Civil  Service—Lower  Division— Examinstioei 
in  Dublin,  875,  876 

Ireland— Law  and  Justice — Barbavilla  Priso- 
ners, 1 048 

TwEEDDALE,  Marqucss  of 

Scotland  —  llillhead  and  Kelvinsido  (Annex«- 
tion  to  Glasgow)— The  Botanic  Gardens  wa 
the  University,  610 
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Ttlbb,  Sir  H.  W.,  Grtai  Yarmouth 
Jubilee  Tenr  of  Her  Maje>tr'i  Reiga,  Celebrk- 

tion  of,  in  London,  7S9 
Poor    Lkvt    (Metropalii)  — Strnnd    Boknj  of 

Gairdians— Caie  of  Elizabeth  Smitfa,  BSS 
War  OSlne^OrdDnnoe    Department — liliperi- 
mentml  Wire  Gum,  173* 
Rofal   £ ngi nee ra— Tram fereDce  of   Lien* 
tenant    Gordon    of   tbe    Rofal    Marine 
Arti][er;,  lOII,  1073,  H28 


UniUd  StttUt 

Rmigratiaa  of  Bightand  Crofleri,  Qaeition, 
Dr.  Et.  MacdoDold  i  Aniwer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affain  (Sir 
Jumea  FergnitOQ)  Junt  9,  U31 

Emigrafian  of  Pamper  Familiet  from  Inland, 
Queations,  Mr.  T.  M.  Ilealj ;  Antwais,  Tbe 
Chief  Secretarf  for  IreUod  (Mr,  A.  J.  Gal- 
fonr)/un*7,  1218 

Emigraati  la  Tenneute,  Queation,  Mr.   Pau.- 

lon  ;  Anlwer,  The  Under  Seoretar;  of  State 

for  Foreign   ASain   (Sir  James  Fergasioo) 

May  la,  003 

[See    title*    Canada  —  yorth    Amtritan 

Fiakeriea'] 

VaeematioH 

AeHon  oj  tht  Compuliin't/  ham  of  Vateinalion, 
ObaerratLoni,  Mr.  Pioton  ;  Repl;,  Tbe  Pre- 
lident  of  the  Local  Gorarnmeut  Board  (Mr. 
Ritchie) ;  abort  debate  thereon  May  Si, 
lOSl 

Aitaalt  on  iht  Poliea  at  Leictiter,  QaeatioD, 
Mr.  Picion  ;  Anawor.  The  Under  Seeralar; 
of  Stale  for  tbe  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Stoart-Wortlej}  MayiZ,  891 

Conaictioni  by  the  Leietttir  County  Btneh, 
Question,  Mr.  Picton  ;  Anioer,  Tbe  Uuder 
SecretarT  of  State  for  tbe  Home  Depart- 
ment (Mr.  Stuart- Wortle^)  Ma<j  20,  721 


Vincent,  Mr.  0.  E.  H.,  She^ld,  Central 
Fint   Offeoderi,   Comm.  add.  al.  803,  S04  ; 

Coneid.  1331,  1336 
Jubilee  Tear  of  Her  Majeatr'a  Reign,  Celebra- 
tion of— The  Rojal  Titles,  S20 
War    Offloe— Armj   Abroad  and    in   India- 
Audit  of  Aecounte,  70* 

Waddy,  Mr.  8.  D.,  Zineohuhire,  Brtgg 
CriminaS   Lbw  Amendment  (IreUndJ,  Comm. 

tt.  2,  «oe,  TB3,  7a* 
Poor  Lnw   [England  and  Walea)— Salaiie*  of 

Poor  Law  Omcera,  63 
Poblio  Meeiings  (Ireland)— Interfere noe  of  Ihe 

Police  Ui  DuDgoDDOD,  886 

Walei 
Anti-TUke  League,  Qaeationi,  Mr.  J.  G.  Hub- 
bard, Mr.   T.    VL   lUaXj:    Auavera,    Mr. 

Speaker,   Tbe   Firat   Lord  of  the  Treniur; 
(Mr.  W.  U.Smith)  May2Z,8<J5 
Intfrmtdiate  Bdwaiion — Qavtrntnent  Attitt- 
anee.  Question,  Mr.  Comwslli*  Wast;  An- 

awer.  The  First  Lord  of  tha  Treaanry  (Mr. 

W.  H.  Smith)  Jfaji  33,  sec 


Waliaog,  Hi.  S.,  Hdinhurgk,  E. 
Criminal   Law  Amendmeat  (Ireland),  Comm. 

el.  3, 1377;  ct.  0,  ITSS 
Sootlaod— Aation  of  the  Orofter  Commluion, 

1037 

War  Department — see  Army 

War  Defabthbnt — Secretary  of  State 
{tee  Stakhofe,  Bight  Hon.  £.) 

Wae  Depaetmkht — Fioanoial  Seoretary 
(»«BaODB10K,  Hon.W;St.  J.F.) 

WABMiNaTON,  Ur.  0.  U.,  M<mmouth,  W, 
Orlmiual  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
ei.  6,  1778 

Water  Pnmsional  Orders  Bill 

i^Baron  Bmry  Dt  Warms,  Mr.  Jaekian) 
e.  Report  * ;  June  0  [Bill  3B0] 

Considered  •  Jane  10 

Watt,  Mr.  H.,  Olatgoio,  Camlaehie 
Post  Offloo— An  Inanranoe  Department,  1733 
War  Offlee— Contraotf,  1733 

WATS  AND  MEANS 

Sxeiie — Adtillsration  of  Seer,  Queitiona,  Mr. 
Bonaor,  Mr.  Quilter;  Answeri,  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Qoaehen) 
June  7,  1330 

Mtthodi  of  Teitiiuf  Spirilt  in  BatUit,  Qneation, 
Mr.  Young;  Aniwer,  The  Chaneellor  of  tha 
Exehequer  (Mr.  tiosoben)  May  30,  713 
Inland  Reitenue 

Hoard  of  Inland  Repenas— Reduction  of  the 
Slafs  of  the  Indoor  and  Outdoor  Depart- 
mentt,  Question,  Mr.  Maodonatd  Cameron  ; 
Aniwer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Eiobeqner 
(Mr.  Gosoben]  Junt  13,  1738 

JnnDine  Tax  an  ProjUt  Samtd  by  ForeSgturt, 
Question,  Mr.  Mason;  Answer,  Tbe  Chan- 
eellor oF  tbe  Exchequer  (Mr.  Goichen) 
May  IT,  2B3 
The  Income  Tax— Charge  en  the  Wivetof  Civil 
and  Military  Ofieeri  in  India  ;  and  ethert 
Abroad,  Question,  Mr.  King  ;  Answer,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Goaohen] 
May  IS,  fil3 
Inland  Revenue  Departtnenl 

Colleetiam  al  Livarpaot,  Colehetler,  and  Ctrk, 
Question,  Mr.  Deaay ;  Answer,  Th«  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treaaury  (Mr.  Jackaon)  May  IS, 
S8 

Pmiioni  in  the  Secretary' g  Department, 
Quealion,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor ;  Auawer, 
The  Chaneellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr. 
Gomhen)  May  33, 665 

Finance,  ire. 

Sedw.li<M  pfthe  Nalional  Debt,  1888-7,  Ques- 
tion, Sir  William  Harcourt ;  Anawer,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  GoBohen) 
May  n,  2*8 
The  Kationai  Debt,  Qnestion,  Mr.  Miuon ; 
Anawer,  The  Chancellor  of  tbe  Exchequer 
(Hr.  GoHben)  May  17,  358 


WEB 


WIL 


{  INDEX) 


WOO 


TOU 


3»5- 


Webster,  Sir  E.  E.  (Attorney  General), 

hie  of  Wight 
Criminal    Law    Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
cl.  1,  297,  302,  306,  333,  359,  378,  381,  399, 
401  ;  el,  2,  660,  743,  745,  762,  1008,  1021  ; 
cl  8,  1276,  1300,  1407  ;  el.  4,  1488,  1540  ; 
el  6,   1764,   1771,   1773,   1774;    Amendt. 
1776 
Deeds  of  Arrangement  Registration,  Comm. 
eU  11.  Amendt.  1340  ;  cl.  16,  Amendt.  1342  ; 
cl,  16,  Amendt.  ih.i  cl.  17.  Amendt.  1343; 
Postponed  cl.  4,  Amendt.  ib,  ;  add.  d,  ib., 
1344  ;  Sohedule,  Amendt.  t6. 
East  India  Stock  Conversion,  Comm.  cl.   2, 

413 
First  Oflfenders,  3R.  1338 
Law  and  Justice  (England  and  Wales) — lligh 
Court  of  Justice — Appeals  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  1028 
Quarter  Sessions  and  Assixes,  61 

Webster,  Mr,  E.  0.,  St.  Fancras,  U, 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Ireland),   Comm. 

cl.  2,  1008 
Disturnpiked   Roads  —  Annual    Receipts  and 

Contributions,  607 

Wemyss,  Earl  of 
Lunacy  Districts  (Scotland),  2R.  635 

West,  Colonel  W.  0.,  Denhigh,  W. 
Wales— Intermediate  Education — GoTemment 
Assistance,  896 

Whitley,  Mr.  B.,  Liverpool^  Everton 

Manchester   Ship  Canal,   Motion  for   Leare, 
.1346,  1849;  2R.  1716 

Will,  Mr.  J.  S.,  Montrose,  Sfc. 

Criminal   Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  Comm. 
cl.  2,  671 

Williams,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Olamorgan,  8. 

Criminal   Law  Amendment  (Ireland),  domm. 
cl.  2,  777 

Wilson,  Mr.  0.  H.,  Bull,  JT. 

Admiralty  —  Explosion    on    Board    H.M.S. 
*«  Rupert  "at  Hull,  1681 


Wood  ALL,  Mr.  W.,  Eanley 

Magistracy  (England  and  Wales) — Borough  of 
Uanley,  603 

Works — First  Commissioner  (jee  Pluh- 
KET,  Eight  Hon.  D.  E.) 

Works,  Metropolitan  Boabd  of  — 
Chairman  {see  M*Garel-Hogg,  Sir 
J.  MO 

WoRTLEY,  Mr.  0.  B.  Sttjabt-  (Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department),  Sheffield,  JETallam 
Ireland — Law   and    Justice — Barbarilla   Pri- 
soners, 1049,  1060 
Licensed   Victuallers    Protection    Society  — 

Colonel  King.Harman,  M.P.  262 
Magistracy  (England  and  Wales) — Borough  of 
Uanley,  603 
Nonconformist   Magistrates   in  Flintshire, 
721 
Marriage   Laws  -~  Rector  of  Much  Woolton, 

Liverpool,  861 
Metropolitan  Police  Force— Questions 

Duty  at  the  House  of  Commons,  717,  880, 

883 
Extra  Duty  of  the  '<  A  "  Division,  869 
Return  of  Constables  Dismissed  and  Re- 
duced, 600,  601 
Tithes^Distraint  for  Non-Payment,  Shioford, 

Berks,  60 
Vaccination  Act — Convictions  by  the  Leicester 
County  Bench,  724  ;^  Assault  on  thePolioe, 
891 
Wreck  Commissioners  Courts,  Hull^Nautiesl 
Assessors,  262 

Wright,  Mr.  0.,  Lancashire,  8.  W.,  Leigh 

Superannuation  and  Retired  Allowanoai  — 
Pension  to  a  Custom  House  Officer— Frao- 
dulent  Drawing,  618 

WaiaHT,  Mr.  H.  8.,  Nottingham,  S. 
Jubilee  Tear  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign,  Celebra- 
tion of— Licrease  of  Pension  to  Old  Soldiers, 
1687 

Young,  Mr.  C.  E.  B.,  Christehureh 
Customs  and    Excise  —  Method  of  Tesdog 
Spirits  in  Bottles,  718 


END  OF   VOLUBiE   OOOXV.,    AND    SIXTH   VOLUME 

OF    SESSION    1887. 


LONDOH :  OOBNELIUS  BVOK   AlO)  SON,  22,  PATBBN08TEB  BOW,  B.C. 


/ 


(> 


